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President William Jefferson Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

January 21, 2000 

I write to applaud your administration for efforts thus far in combating 
the AIDS crisis within the United States. It is the Clinton Administration that will 
be noted in history for courageously recognizing the need for mass public education 
and advocacy to prevent the further proliferation of HIV I AIDS within the United 
States. These efforts have significantly curbed the further spread of this fatal 
disease within our borders. 

With respect to AIDS in Africa, I commend, in particular, UN Ambassador 
Richard Holbrooke for being outspoken on the AIDS holocaust on the African 
continent so early in his term. I give ovation to Vice President Al Gore for chairing 
the United Nations Security Council discussion on this very topic, raising the 
specter of this issue, and finally making it a national and global priority. Regardless 
of where and how this wretched disease originated, the numbers of individuals 
infected, minute by minute, is beyond belief. AIDS has now gripped the entire 
human race and will not rev~rse itself by turning a neglectful blind eye. 

Following the Vice President's historic address before the UN Security 
Council, I wlis afforded the opportunity to have dinner with the Vice President and 
Ambassador Holbrooke. It was suggested that I prepare a set of faith-based policy 
proposals for your consideration on this issue. While the gathering of the UN 
Security Council in New York is the ideal place for Vice President Gore to 
introduce these themes to the leaders of the world, you, Mr. President, will have one 
more unique opportunity to introduce the a.dministration's position on AIDS in 
Africa to the American public_ As you prepare your final state of the union address, 
I strongly encourage you to include the African AlDS crisis in your deliberation of 
foreign policy priorities. 
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The National Ten-Point Leadership Foundation, which I founded and 
head, is an African American national coalition of churches, borne out of the 
need for the faith-based cOllllllunity to take greater responsibility for the 
deteriorating socio-political climate developing in the US and abroad. We 
embrace the rich African American Christian tradition and the recommendations 
that we propose below reflect that leaning. Mr. President, with these 
recon1mendarions we appeal to your moral fortitude. Please review Lhese policy 
recommendations for incorporation in your upcoming State of the Union address 
and for action to be taken throughout the close of your term. 

Enclosed with this letter is the set of faith-based policy proposals. 

w ~h~s~ _ , __ _ 

~~. Rive(S 3"'. 
Founder, 
National Ten-Point Leadership Foundation 
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Poliry fucommenda-tt'ons For Addressing the 
AIDS Holocaust in Sub-Saharan Afn.ca 

r. lntmducdoa. 

Eva T. Thome1 
Visiting .Assistant Pjoft!ssor of' Palitlcal Science 

tu1d Resducb .Fellow 
11r rht: In11tirutt: on RIJ" and SociJU Division 

Ba~tOD. Ulliversity 
Boston, Massachusetts USA 

fMlUIUJ' J000 

The hnp•ct of HIV /.AIDS 
The AIDS pandemic in Africa rivals io sctiousness the trans-Atlantic slave trade. AIDS will define the 
dll:ection of sigcificant scgm.cnts of the eo:o.tinent in the uea.11 0£ development. economics, and politics, 
among otb.er11. The ccoc.o.mics of 11eve:ely t.ffccted c:ountties will mffer u the ccoc.o.mically ac::tivc 
sector of the pop-Wation i11 baxdC1St hit. The i.ai.plicatioQi for domestic: ecoc.omic development as wdl 
" inse.rtion in the global economy are serious and profound. Political leadership will be affected, as the 
educated, cosmopolitan urban dwellers that co.o.stitutc dilii dsss will die i:o.1.uge numbers. 

AIDS is not only a symp'COm of povw:y but of mob.ility. Becawc: AIDS .is driven by mobility it affects 
the .ti.ch as well as the poo.r:. The r:ami.fi.cations for the :cising African iniddle-class arc deadly. It is from 
this class that the rising political class in Africa will emerge. Unl~s action is taken quickly, thei=e will. bl!. 
:o.o emerging middle- or politial d.ua. 

ConaidCl' th~ followinQ' ~tacistics. AIDS is the leading cause of death in sub-Sah.a..t:an,Africa. Of the 5.6 
rnillion new HIV infections in 1999 (according to UN-AlDS), 4 million were in Attica.. Half the!! 
infections occw:red among yowig people, ap 15-24, with £emtlu .i:eptescuting mot¢ than half of the 
victims. 25% 0£ adults in Botawa.na, Nami"bi&, Swaziland, and Zimba~ a.re infected with HIV. Life 
cxpc~t..ncy in .the: most affected couc.tries w.ill cL:op by as much as 20 yeats, rapidly reversing 
development ga.ills inad.c over 30 years. Rellii.ble reports issued by intemationilly respected 
dcvdopment institutions (such as the World Bank and. UN-AIDS) estimate that tbc::ce will be 40 million 
AIDS orphans in sub-Sahua.n Africa by 2010. 

Unless there is a plan to address the needs of this population, the entire wotld will pay a very heavy 
price militarily, economically, and politit!ally as it is forced. to intctVcnc to coW1tetbitl.a.nce the inat::ability 
ths.r will incvicably result from this p11.11demic. The Ucited Stste111 SH the world'1lone11upetpower, will 
&cc p:ce11urc to ac;t. The ci.mc to dc.vdop a comp.r::ehen&ive strategy ii> now. The Olp~ population, 

t This document benefited &om rhe inw.ll.16ble input &om my colle.gue1 at die Seymaur lmdtu1c. In p&.t1icular I would like 
to Ulanlc Maraha Colcma.iw\deb1yo1 S11rUrP.SuAt1Ww-a~ d:ac Seymour hllJtituci=i aad ChaU: of llN r,,,,,,& Fim Cnl"'Q c;,.,"/' 
AIDS Nctwock, Washington, D.C.; Diana Aubourg, Chall: of the Twm!J Pim Cnttny Groll/' Steerlng Committee, Boston, 
Muaachu.ettt; :Keruieth D. J olte1011., Fdtaw, Seymow: I111dNt9, Bo1to11,, Ma111ch'lltctt•; J 1cqueline C. River• of the Azuaa 
Ch.ci1tian Ccm.mWliiy, Bo1toa1 Ma11al:hu.1e1ru; Kwt Shilling~, BgrJoR Glolx Cgn:~oadcg.t,JohAnncsbw:g. South Africa; 
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along with other issues arising from the crisis, requires a 20-40 year plan, which must: be elabotttcd and 
implemented as soon as po:o1:siblc. 

Foculing on Sexual Behavior 
Though it is an unpopular position to espouse, the issue of promiscuous sexual behaviors (which is 
driven by complex socioeconomic conditions and wholesale cultural bJ:"etkdown) is a.t the b.eArt of the 
pa..ri.demic. What i• potenti.al.ly useful about an app.i:oac.h that wgets sexual beh.a\'io:i: is that it is a 
relatively inexpensive 1tntc:gy that relics oil aggteieive and well-tugeted pu.b~ education and outreach. 
There ate compuati.vc advantages to and arguments for focusing an antl-HIV / AinS strategy on sexual 
behavior. 

Even if plw:mateut:i.cal companies allowed for pa.rallcl importil:ig and compulsoi;y licensing fo~ the 
p:i:oductiou. of AIDS c;JJ;uss, sub-Sahaun African countries la.ck the health care delivery systems needed 
for effective drug distJJ.bution and monitoring. Physical infrasttucturc, ttained public health pet:sonnel, 
mooitoi±og system.a, and other elements ..re underdeveloped or a.on-existent. Creating and 
sttcngtbening these compoc.e.ncs will take yeua. 

An aggressive campaign focused on abstinence and monogamy can be developed and itnplemcnted 
immediately snd at very low coet. HIV/ AIDS i11£ecti.on rate• m northem Afd.ca and the Middle East 
(which along many ~clopment indicators resemble sub-Sahua.c. African cO\llltti.cs) a:rc c10ti"c:mdy low. 
All things being C'J.ual, what account& fo:i: these low infection .rates? Religious p.i:acticc (Islam) tllii.t 
promotes conservative sexual hehaVior is largely responsible for the low rates of infection. A simibr 
approach in sub-S~ Attia can empower Atti.e1U1B with m eff.ective off~e atmtegy. 

Gay, white men in the United Statce '1Jadc the cowie<;;tioc. betwe~ ac:xu.al behaviox and the sp:read of 
HIV/ AIDS. In addition to early testing and condom distribution, changing sexual behavior was an 
important part of their st:ca.tegy ro combat the disease.. Declining infection rates among this populAtion 
indiute that the stmtegy was 1uccea1ful. 

Patt of U g.wd<I'S anti-A~S cunpaign involves public education about sexual behavior- Teenagers now 
delay their first sexual experience by about two yettS. The infecti.~ rare for Ugm&, which was the 
epicenter o! rhe pand.enU.c, has declined. 

Still, the otbu p.roposals io. this document are critical to the long-term growth and development of 
sub-Sah:u:an Afrks. and should be adopted. 

The black chw:ch, fox histo.tlc1 mo.ral and geo-politi.cal n:a1cns, iii in a wliquc positio.u to wo.rk in 
partnership with African gove.rome.uts, a:eligious .institutions, and other civil society organizations in 
developing '1 strategy to address the issue. There are specific ad\l'ant:agcs to $Uch a strategy. 

Large, bw:eauaa.tic development insti.cutione oftcc. find .i:cac:hiog the g:raasrootit k.-vcl problematic. 
Religious inatitl.ltioos i.n sub-Sahluan Africa tend to be closer to the where the g:i:e:atest needs ate_ 
Therefore, they are in a good position to advocate on behalf of their to.embers. Religion is very much a 
part of the daily lives ol much of sub-Sahuan Africa and is potentially a powerful vehicle th:ou.gh 
which to coc.duc:t outtca.ch and education initiativc1. The black ch'l.U:c.h in the United States cau pll..ttller 
with A£cica11 c;hu.rchcs and J:eJlsious instiwtioos th:i.t ha.ve spoken out on the issue, serving to amplify 
the voices of indigenous oills for action on the disease. 
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Following is an outl.i.o.e of sc:vc.tal key areas in wbii;;b action J;nust be taken. The focus is not ou 
outlicing the p.roblan.11, bu.t in waking concrete recommendations. 

II. Hdping People Affected by HIV/ AIDS 
Cuing for the Orph.na 
The US, and in puti<::u.1.u the blac;k community, is in a unique position to le:nd support to African 
efforts to combat the disease. The black church in the United States, in conjunctlon 'With the Rom11.n 
Catholic Church, should partner with Atti.can govenlmmibl to spearhead a drive to build boarding 
schools/ orphanages for the 40 million children left without guudiam. (For example, there are 
currently about 4-0 million childres:i. in the US public &chool system). With 500 children per orphanage, 
80,000 such institutions must be built over the next 10 years. In addition to providing shelter, care, and 
education, these boarding sc:bools/otphlll'lages should 1enre u civic educatioo. 6.ad let.der1bip 
developm.en.t sites. 

To do this will entail a massive outlay of resources, which must come from religious institutions, and 
both the public and priv-atc scctoa. Companies seeking to do bu1ine11 in Africa must come to grip11 
with the .i:ole they must play in supporting such initiatives. A black, church-be.sed effort .can play a 
pivotal tole in the devclcpJ;n.Cnt cf a new labor force over the next 10 to 20 yeiw:. Without such an 
initiative, the possi.bilit:i.cs fo.i: business devdopm.cat will be adversely affected. 

What is neceua..ty is• pan-African, c:hatismaeic, evangelical congtell worldng in col.lt.boratioo with tbc 
p:civate sector, the US govetament and the.: R.oma.n Catholic Ch~. The goal of this coc.grei;s will be.: 
to develop a pro~ modeled on the Peace Corps, and focused on providing assistance to the 
couoo:ies most rav-aged by HIV/ AIDS. Rather than duplkating efforts, this progum will work within 
communities il1. a.£'£'ec:ted c:ountriea that alre11.dy :tte working to 1.ddre111 the aisis. 

The goala of the pl'ogram. ue to: 

• seek out and Conn m~ putnerships with Atti.c:a.o. r~ous in1tituti.on11 and dergy. 
• provide workers (fr~ ehu.i:chea, 1eminwrie11, colleges ui.d uni.vc:aitics) to build boa..rding 

1choola/ otpha.nagea 11J1d to staff them. 
• ttain c;:ommunity rcaidcnta and youth .in parti~ in AIDS edw:ati.on and pxevcntion. with a focus 

on behavior modification and h.ann teducti.on (condom distribution and education about use). 
• provide grassroots, abstinence- and monogamy-oriented, sex education cam.paigns. 
• support and stteo.gtb.en Amcan, t'sith-bued initiatWH fo comb11.t the •p~ of HIV I AIDS. 
• 11.&1i.st in the .i:cbuil.ding of sod..s.l and phyaieAl infmsttuc:ture adversely affected by HIV //I.IDS. 

• provide cduca.tion for the development Of I &killed abor forte, with a focu1 OU 111:ientific and 
technological liteucy. 

• provide civic education for the development of future political leadership. 
• strengthen existing health clinics, civil society orgaoizations, and informal comm.unity ne:N"orb 

that minister to affected people. 

A mauive <::all to the church wotld cu1d to univ=iti.cs 2.lld seminaries must be issued to recruit young 
people with the willingness, time, and dedication to commit two years to wotking in such a program. 

la!ooa 
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Financi~ logistical. and ocher fonns of support must come from: 

• governments of rich countries (the US and other Advanced, industrialized countric1). 

• multilAte.ral devt:lopment in11titutio1u including1 buc not limited to: the World. Ba.nk. Afric::i.n 
Development Bank, the United Nations Devclopmenr Program. etc. 

• the p.civate se<:tor - (especially mineral extraction companies that do business in Africa; commercial 
banks chat hold debt in Africa; and pharmaceutical companies, etc.). 

• African govc.rnments, heilth miniatties, religiou1 in1tit:uti.om, dw society o:ganizations aod 
wormal social networks. 

Building Co.mmuni.cy Care Structure& 
In addition to caring for orph.sns> these religious put:nenhip• must foCUB on c:atlng for t.hosc who t.i:e 
Biele a.nd dying. It ia a:itical to breakdown stigmas that lead to \l'iolcncc: agaimt thoec who uc 1ii;k -
especially women aud childl:ca. ln rrw:J.y A&ic:a.o ~Wltcies, admitting having the disease means 
ostra~2.tion, emotional and psychological abuse, and out.tight physical violence. Such treat:Inent only 
exacerb~tes the £raying o£ community structures. It is therefore impetttive that those who are 1ick be 
trestted with companion and digc.i.ty. Religious partocrship11 that include northern and African 
institutions lllld cle%gf c:an play a pivotal tole in promoting cos:nmu.oity care structures. These structux:es 
will •upport ,p.ot only those who are sick and d~ but also their families, providing a hedge against: 
further community erosion. 

lt is clea: that fo.r t.ny foreign effort to be aucca•ful, it m\l.8t establish pQJ:t:Ocr&bips with Afcicaa 
p:rognm.s that Iii.re not patenulistic or condescendinE. To this end, identifying Ame.an religious entities 
and leaders will be critical 

III. Health C&R Profe11iotiall 
Ho1pitals twd medical schools in the: US enjoy the benefits of excellent resources, both intellectually 
and materially. 1bese institutions can use their privileged positi.orui in the mcdiet.l wotld to encou.rRge 
medical studcn~ end residents to spend 11. yeu in sub..Sohoran Aftican cowiaies. In exchange for 
.receiving credit at thei:r hotnc institutions, these mcdic:;al pcnoDDd will 

• support health clinics and hospitals that are struggling to serve people with HIV I AIDS. 
• share relevant medical training and skills with medical personnel m A&iC21.. 
• support community-ba.scd HIV I AIDS education and outre•ch pi:ograma, eapec:Wly in tmtl areas, 

which tend to be undc:1ervec!. 

IV. Access to Drugs 
Pharmaccudcal Cornpanl.~s a12d United StJJtes Trad~ PoUC}' 
The costs of ATOS cocktails a.re pi:ohihitive for aub-Sahutn African eount:ri.C!. These drugs can cost 11s 
much 11.1 $20,000 per pcraon, pCJ: yca:r, well beyond the fia&llci.al capacity of Aftican health cue systemso. 
The sieu&tioo of AIDS-infected people requi.i:es a.n immedi~te solution, which would involve: 

• releasing Atti.can govurunents &om intellectual pi:opert:y :ttghr.s and tllowing them to :ccp.coduce 
AIDS drugs cheaply. 
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To make chis a pouibilicy, rich coUDt.rica, donon, and the p.civa.te lic;;Ctoi: will have to help build the 
ncccssuy infu1.&tructutc and capacity foi: sub-Saharan African governments to be able to beoefir. from 
the possibilities of local drug production. 

Other solutions must also be conside:ed: 

• the T.te2.ty oo Rights and Intellectual Property (TRIPS) must be reconsi<lered, a$ it pcivilcge3 the 
agendas of rich countries. The t:r:e21.ty constta..ins Africm govuomMt.s &om tllking actions that will 
improve the hC2lth of thci: populations and must be modified. 

• the United Sts.te11, through the United State:• Tmdc Rcp.i;eae.c.tative (USTR), must be mou: £bcible 
in allowing sub-Sahazaa Afr:ian countries to use compulsory licensing, which would allow them to 
m:ike or commission AIDS drugs themselves if they paid a negoMtcd t0ya.lty to the pt.tenr. holder. 

Policymake.ts must be clear about the ea:c:ngtha and wc:aknc:111c1 of thi1 approac;h. Eveo if mo;r;e. flexible 
trade agreements can be reac;hcd, theU: \ltility will be limited by the lack of institutional, physical, and 
professional infu.sttucnttc in affected countries. E.ffective drug deli-vci:y presupposes the availa.bility ot 
capital and manufa.cruring fadlid.e!!!. Moreover, mined au.££ to diapense and momtor :medications is 
oece111uy. In othet words, mote flexible ttade ag;i:ecm.cnta muat be ac:compllll.i.cd by appropriate 
financial, logiatigj, hUCJ.IJJ, and physical til!l&Ourcei. The10e needs must be met, not just because of the 
c.ti&ii, but also because of the continent's devdopmental needs. · · 

V. Africa.n Political Lcademhip 
Clearly, a major portion of the i:c1po.nsibility £ot the rapid sp.cead of HIV/ AIDS is .due to the silence of 
African political leadership. The United States, in parmership wit:h black churches, can use its political 
and moral leverage to pressure African hca& of statc3 to e.ddreee the issue 1~u11..tely. 'Ibe United St.9.tc~ 
g&Vernment, in p~p with black ch'IJ:~ sho'l.lld support and convene a conference of .t\fcican 
b.ea.da of ttate spec:.ifica.lly to acid.xcs1 HIV/ AIDS. Head.a of etate &om indw.~ed c:ountties should 
a.ttend this conference to provide political support. The pwpose of the conlercncc would be to: 

• highlight the bcne6.~s of A.ti. education ctt11pAig:c. that foc.we11 on 1exus.l behavior. 
• encounge and pre11ure African lca.denhip to speak out on the cultl.lnl breakdown of thciJ: societic:is 

and the impact on youth iD. ~· 
• p~oMe a context for Afi:ian leadexship to develop coherent plans and strategies to address the 

spread of the virus. 
• facilitate the exchange ofbc:st practice:i ttom other countries (e.g., Senegttl and Ugimds). 

• p:cesent io.eentive1 for AmCAO. politict..l let.dership to adch:eH the virus (ttadc agreements, foreign 
aid., etc.). 

African leadership can create a climate of tolerance and compassion for those suffering and dying Erom 
AIDS by: 

• participating themselves in public;: education campa.ignG (billboiu:~. television, :i;adio, pamphlets). 
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VI. Debt Relief 
While debates ovet debt :celicf fo[ African countries have existed for some time, the AIDS pandc:m..ic 
nukes such action urgent. Existing debt will be paid (if it were possible to repay ic) by the economically 
active sector ot the population in sub~Smu .. n Africa. Ic i1 precisely th.ii population that is mo1t 
Affected by AIDS. In other word.I, the 1ccc.or rno11t likely to tcpay foreign debt will be dL-ad - i.e. unable 
to repay ic. 

Debt repayment cntills clive:rring aca:rce foreign ~e from do.aiestic needs, including health and 
educ.t:ion.. Thia bu been burdensome and difC.c:ult under ~tanc;c& moi;e favoi:able thao those that 
cmxetu:ly cxillt uc.dcr the AIDS panclcmic. 

Gove!ll.IDents, commctd.U b~, t.nd multilatettl devd.cpment banks must forgive Africa's clebc.. 
Default will be .. vuy real possibility if tb.e debt ii not fo:cgivcn, if for .no othex reason than there will 
not ·be enough people alivi: to repay it. It ii unreali:;;tic to expect tha.t a decreased workforce will be able 
shouldc: the increased burden of the debt. 

Any debt £o~gi:venes1 mwt take pI.ce within tb.e cont~ of govcmmeg.t accoi.mtability a.nd the 
ps:omotion of IOWJ.d macroeconomic poli<:ytwUcing. Tbi$ does not necessarily enbil standard 
Int~tiowtl Monet.uy Fund (IMF) and World Bank presccibed programs. 

VII. AIDS Ae A National Security Iaauc 
In addition to beici.a d~elopmcnt iaaue &1 the teml is ttaditiowilly understood, HIV/ AIDS is a 
natioo.al &eCl.ltity issue.. HIV/ AIDS sp.tea.ds more rapidly in conflict- and war-tom countries in sub­
Saharan Africa. Data £rom Rwanda, Ethiopia, Suckn and Etltrea provide evidi!.ne~ for this cWm. 
Soldiers, prostitutes, and luge canccntta.tioc. of refugee• and intemally cliiiplaccd people provide fertile 
ground iUld oppottunity for the BpR&d of the disease. Thcrefo,1;c; wo:cking to secure and end to such 
con£lict11 is 11. ai.ti.cral step io combating the pandemic. 

Neither. the US Nation.l Security Council nor the Stste Department accord11 1ufficient 11.ttcnti.oo to 
Africa. If the US and the United Nations a.re to assist in s;educing the iopread of HIV/ AIDS, they roust 
also apply the .te&oQrcCS of its foreign and security policy-making apparatus to addressing the AIDS 
pandemic. Tue far-reaching implications ot the AIDS pa.ndemie in sub-Sahusn Atti~ make conflict 
me.dh.tion and resolution im.perative. E£fom 1hould focus on Angols.. BurLUlcli, Congo, Ethiopia, 
Erittca, Rwanda, Sudsn, and other count:cic'I affc~ted by large numben of refugeeio. 

VIII. Conclusion 
This policy memorandum Itta pre.ettted. an out:line of a 1ttatcgy to address the AIDS pandemic in sub­
Sah.ar.n Africa. Coordinated action that incl\ide1 the blac;k chw::c;h, rcligiow ioiticuci.ons, both here :i.nd 
in Afri.c;a aa well as the pu.bli.c a.o.d pi:iv:.ite sectoIS is necessary. Taking steps in any one area would be 
helpful What is most needed, however, is a comp.tchensive strategy that ttkes into account the 
complex social and politicitl structu..tes and i1111uc1 in Am~. The mate steps that are taken, the greate:i: 
will be the likelihood tbat the spread of HIV I AIDS will be dewed and halted. 
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From: Cheryl Thompson To: Director Sandra Thunnan 

FACSIMILE COVER PAGE 
To: 

S nt: 5/11/00 at 7:03:32 AM 

Subject 

FYI 

Date: 5/12100 Tlme: 7:36:18 AM 

From : Cheryl Thompson 

Page& : 7 (including Cover) 

t'age l OT I 

Following are two news clips from Zambian newspapers that covered a fact-finding trip led by Rev. Eugene 
Rivers. Additionally, the very rigorous itinerary for the trip that covered territory in Zambia and South Africa is 
Included for your review. 

The trip was organized and designed to provide a small group of clergy with an up-close look at the HIV/AIDS 
pandemic and also provide them with the opportunity to pose probing questions to every component of society -­
from the President at State House to a small group of Catholic nuns running an AIDS orphanage/hospice in 
Zambia and South Africa. Tho trip laetod from May 1, 2000 to May 8, 2000. 

CBS News 60 Minutes met Lip with the delegation and included much of their South Africa leg of the trip in a 
one-hour special on AIDS in Africa to be aired June 20th. 

Ahso inculded on the trip: 

Dr. Rev. A.G. Miiier or Oberlln College, Oberlln, Ohio 
Dr. Rev. Ronald Potter, Jackson State University, Jackson, Miss. 
Dr. Ruth Bentley, National Black Evnagelical Association 
Dr. s. TITTany cunn1ngnam, University or Mass/ Boston/ Neuroscience 
Kenneth Johnson, National Ten Point, Boston/ Harvard University 

Pl e be In touch with comments and questions. 

Cheryl Thompson 
202-332-3199 
202-210-5457 (cell) 
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