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nm LEGAL ASSISTANCS CENTER'S AIDS LAW UNIT ~UNc:HED A 
TWO-DAY CONFER!:NCE ON HIV /AIDS AND ll"OMAN RIGHl'S NOVEMBER 
3, ATTENDED ilY ABOtlT 100 :P:USONS INa..UDING THE EMBASSY'S 
GLOBAL .u'FAIRS OFl'"ICER. ms CONFUENCf; STRESSED THZ 
IMPORTANCS OP SUSTAlNING A RIGHTS-BASED APPROACH TO THE 
HIV/A!DS EPlDEMIC AND DEVELOPING AN XIV/AIDS CHARTER. OP 
RIGHTS FOR NAMXBIA. SWPORTEO IN PART BY' A GJ\ANT PROM 
THE EMBASSY'S DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS FUND, THE 
CONFER.ENCE JILSO KIGH1.IGHTED THE GROWING CONCKRN WITHIN 
niE NGO COMMUNITY IN NAMIBIA OVER HOW BEST TO PROTECT THE 
HOMAN RIGHTS OF INDIVIPOALS INFECTED BY HIV/AIDS. 
NAMIBIA'S MINISTER OF.HEALTH LIB:sRTINE AMATHILA HAS 
POBLic:r..Y COl'IMITT!i:O THE GOV'ERNM!i:NT TO A PO~l:CY OF LISTING 
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HIV/AIDS AS A NOTIFIABLE DISEASE, WHICH WOUIJ) REQ~ 
NOTIFICATION TO HEALTH CARS WORKERS AND sn PARTNERS IN 
CASES WHERE :AN INDIVIDUAL TESTS POSITIVE POR HIV 
ANTIBODIES. 'IllE CONFERBNCE.AIMS TO BREAK DOWN THE STIGMA 
ATTACli:Et> TO ID;V/AIDS INFBCTION IN NJ!J.{IBIA BY ENCOURAGING 
OPEN DISCUSIION OF THE RIGKTS OP PEOP~E INPBC'l'm) AND 
AFFECT!m BY HIV /AIDS. MORK IMPORTANTLY, HOWEVER, KE 
EXPECT THIS CONl!'l!:Rli:NCE WILL L2AO TO A MORE COHESIVE AND 
EFFBCTIVE LOBS'l'ING EFFORT ON BEHALF OF THE RIGHTS OF 
THOSE KITH HIV/AIDS. 
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