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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Agency for International Development 

----... ----·· ····------------....... --.-.....-..------·-"-
REGIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SERV\CfS OFFICE 

FOR EAST AND SOVTHERH AFRICA (REDSO/ESAt 

lJnit'1<! 31.;;!el, Po.i:.bl J.dlJ'lla!I 
USAID· PEDSOIESA 

UNIT 64101 
APO AE oratm-41 C:!. 

To.: 

FAX COV~B SHEET 

~nald R. Macken:tie 
REDSO!ESA Director 

Ms. Dawn Liberl 
Mission Director;Kampala 

March 28, 2000 

ln1r:rn8lion:il PD.!l.Ji Mdress 
~ST Off'ICE BOX 3J26i 

N~.Keiya 
Tel: (2.$4-2) Mi~400 
r~x: (254-2) sms11 

(256-41) 233-·nl; z 5icri1 

As per our -conversation. If you have any questioos my e-mail address is: 

bmackenzle@usaid.gov 

-------- ~- ---------·----·---------
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COMtAON MARKET FOR EASTERN AND 

SOUTHERN AFRICA 

MARCHE COMMUN OE 
1..',4J7RIQUEi OE J:EST ET 
uE L'AF'FtlOUE AUS~:u...E 

T•j :(26Q1}~ 
FSJ. : (29'11)~~5107 
i?l'Tl.111: st1C 1~n~i;o,,,~a,J..!li 
hltl)://w'Wl.com~.Jr.t 

Or. Donald R. Mackenzil3 
Aegio!lal Director 
USA! omeDSO/ESA 
P. 0. Box 30251 
NA I ROSI 
KM ya 
Fax: 743204 

Dear Dr. Macksm:ie. 

"11ERC4DO COMUM PAR.~ 
.Al'FllCA O~IENT AL E 

AUSTFIAL 

C:OM!!lA C.;intrr,: 
S.," Bf'lf~ R08C1 
P 0 Box. 301lS 1 

.,0101 LUSAl(.1. 
b.rnbta 

Re: Invitation to the meetings of the COMESA PoHcy Organs 

1 rlave lhQ hol"Jour lo invite you and you; Institution to the Fifth Summa of the 
COMESA Authcrity of the Heads of State and Gc•1ernmem ttiat will takg place in I . 
Pert Lcuis. Mauritius, rrorn 18 to 1 g May 2COO. The Summit will be preceded by the 
r·.Jinth M~ct!ng of the Co1..: ncil cf Mir.!isi.e.rs ~ ~ 5 - 16 May) and th~ Ninth Meeting ot 
tl":e fnt~rgover.unenra/ :'.:cmmittae :11 ··· 13 May 2::l00). 

This seriss of :-:ieetings W:if ~}a held fi·1e mer.ms before the officiai le.unch!ng 
ct the COMF.::SA Free Trade Ar6-a or1 31 Octocer 2000. During l!iese meetings, 
member Srares wm review the implsmentaticn of adopted programrn2s in readiness 
1or H1e Free Trada .A.rea. The launcr.i:ig of the FTA will coincido with the First 
COMESA Extraordina:y summit ~chedul~d for Lusaka. Zambia. 

As USAIO/REDSO/ESA has always been a close partner t() COMESA in our 
endeavours ta t:uild a solid econC::'rlilc imeuration in the regicn, : 11110~11 be delighted 
and grateful to ha\/O yr.1..; amcrigsi u~ on these .happy r;,ccasions. 

Kindly ccnfirm your iJ9r~onal p~rticipation at the Sumrni~ and rhat of your 
.:'.)fficiaJs al thu r.fl~cedin:J technical meetings, ar.d :::cmmw1icate to us th6• iC:nerari&s 
at yCJtJr aa:-!iest conw;:ijer1ce. 

Yours sincerlJ.!y, 

1'.~A ,.--~ _'/~SL) -
'---·--- - "'" _ .. ...:..;_._..... 

Era$tu:; J. 0. ~-1.wencha. MBS 
SECRETAFW GENERAL 

""'IC'~•-.~,-.-,-.• 
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E.O. 12'J:>5: N/A. 
TAG~ '. PREL, £'!'1~."D. X;.J I M? I 1(5 
SUBJEC'.r" ~ !'::t.lME M ::N.!:S'!'~R R.AM(',00!.J\M INVITES PRESIDSN'!' 
CLINTON TO Ta:.: MAY 18-19 COME.SA. S~IT IN 1"1'.AUR:Ll':us 

l. SL.NM.ARV· PRIM!?. ~.l:NIS'I"E.R N.~.VINCHANCRA.. RA.'1GOOL/<_"1 HAS 
DN:::'.:TED PRESIDENT 1.::trNTON TO A'!''I'E:Nn THE MAY J.6-1~ C:OMMON 
MARKE7 OF E:ASTER.1~ /.l.:i.'YD SOtrmE~"\1 AF.RICA ( OOM:ESA) , W:·UCH 
w.n .. T. BE: LIELD ?A.1\Y lfl- l 3 IN MA.IJRI!IU~. KENYA..'l PRE9.!DENT 
DA.NIEL ARJI • .:? ~OT, IN H.45 CT.FAC'.::"rY A.;: COM~~A' S C'ORRFNT 
Ct\AIRMJUJ'' ISSUEC ~- st;~;AA..'-1.TE INVI1'ATI.ON ro PRESIDENT 
C:L:<::NTO::>.S CURI~O MCI' .5 RECF.~'l' VIS2:T TO W~SlUN'Gl'ON. THE 
.;..MBASS.AnOR HAS ulRf:CTLY ~C~WARDED ?.M R.AMGOOLAM' S 
.'."'N"VITATION T:'.J ·tHE !!Jlj:£".:E HOl;SE. END SUNMA."q,Y. 
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:;J. THE: TEXT OF PM RAMGOOLAM' f', !NVl TATIOU RE'.11.!S AS 
POLLCWS: 

8TB !V'ARCl:l., 2COO 

Di.AR MR. PRES:DENT, 
:rRST OF .ALL LET ME 'IE.\NK 100 FOR YOUR t~RY ENcocm.AGING 

. MESS::>.GE S:Eh""'l' ·r::. ME FOR OUR NATIONAL, DAY. 

l WISP. TO TAKE ~~rs OPPORTL'NITY TO EX~'"D TO YOU M'{ 
SINC.SR.E ·ra~~KS FOR THE .... ARM WELCOMF: F.:X'!.'ENDED 1'0 MY WIFE 
~ I DURING Oti.R i.AST VI5rr TO WASH!NG!'ON ON TRE OCCASION 
OF THE NATIONAL PRAYER BR.EAKF~T MEQ;TI.NG. 

WE T:lORO'l1GHL Y :ENC"OYEJ: MEETING '.{OU AbTO 1 WISH TO •w.ANK :tOlJ 
ONCE AGALN, FOR YOUR. PERSONAL COl>!M:Z'l'MEl'<l"'l' TO T.AK"'c P'DRWAR.D 
T2E CAU'S~ 0.f AFRICA AND SPECIALLY THE .EARLY Pl\.S£AGE OF 
rH.:: Ji..FF . .::'. CA G~OWl"E AND OPPORTONITY BILI.. 

MR. PRESIDE~'"T. YOU ~J.i..VE ALR~ADY BEEN I~FO~D A.BOOT ·r~E 
COME.91'. S'L1'1MIT. b.Y 'TEE CUP..R.:.:lTT CRAIRM.~ CF TUE COMESA. 
AUT"'dORITY, !iI3 EXC.ELLENCX ?-'.R. DA..."qIJ:IL T. ARAP MO!, 
PRES!~ENT OF THE :REP~IC OF KENYA DORING HIS RECeNT 
VISIT TO ':'Hlii: UNI'r'ED S':'J..T!!8 IN TP.E CONT£XT OF THE NAT!ONti.L 
SUMMIT ON AF'lU.CA. 

YO~ EISTOP.IC::: V:!:SIT TO .ll'RICA DJ 1992 AND THE 1'!>0:?7IGN Cllf 
THE BLUEPRINT: U.S.-AFRICA M!NIS~E..~~Al. PARTNERSHIP FOR 
THE 2l.ST CElil7U~Y TICA.T SA.1111::: ¥EAR MAR.KE.D ~.N IM£1C)RTAh"'T 
'I'URNING POINT !N tr. S. -AFRICA RZLATlON'S. ni:IS 
DEMONSTRATES T~ STRONG ~ES!!G: O~ YCUF. J.DMINISIRA~!ON TO 
DEVELOP A s~r ?A.RTNERS~'p B~~WS~N sua-s~ ~F~!CA 
.?WD THE UNrT.EO .STJ..TES ~!CH WOULD US~R IN A NEW ERA f)f' 
COOPER.AT!ON Ai."ln CIALOGUE:. 

·rHF. Fr.;·-r:;~ SUMM.!T OF THE 1.'WE.NT".!-ONE: MEM£1E:R STA'I'E$ OF 
COM.CSA w1::.,r.. BE HL.STORlC IN ':'HAT !'! WILL ~~PROVE 
ACTIVITIES TIL~T WILL CU!.MINA1'E I~ THE LAL'"NCHING OF THE 
CO.!w:ESA FREE TRADE: AR.e.:A ON 3 lS'I' OCTOBE!< 'G 0 0 0 . 

THIS :C:VEllJT WILL DEMONSTRA'l'F. TF.E ?CLI'l'T.C.P..r. WILL c: Tc..E 
C·:JMESA ME..!W!BER STATES TO kDOl?T BOLD MEAS~.S T() FOSTER 
RJ;'.GIONAL INTEOR1~:-:cN Ilii T'~lR E:FFORTS '!'Ot.-;ARDS WID"£R 
IN':'EGR.~:r:ION AT THE CONT!NE'~Al. Lr.:"J:::L, .Al-."'D TY.E 
.SSTAELISHMEXl.TT OE' ,;i,z AFR!C'.AN E:~ONOMIC COMMUNJT.Y. !N J'H:s 
REGARD. WE SHAP..E 11rn v:::~ws ~T T~E AND INVES'L'l'1ENT 
L!BERALLZATION AS WELL 1'.S t'Ot.!TICAL RE'FORM COUl.iJ P!..A"{ A 
FACILIT.l..TING ROI.E. 

"J.'Hl! SUM!1IT w:LL ALSO CONSIDER A PR.11.M~ri'ORK FOR. CONFLICT 
P.~:SVENTICN, MAN'AG:E:MEN'l' A..\?D RESOLUT::oN. OUR PREV!CtrS 

PORT LOUIS 00464 

·---· --·--~: ---;·--:--

D !AC 
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S~I't WalCH W'AS li:ELD IN w~Y U99 IN NAIROBI, KENYA, 
UNA..'UMOUSL"i AGR.~ ON nm NEED FO:R PEACE .AND ST.~!:!ILITY I:N 
THE REGION, AS ·SOME OF THE CONFLICTS 1'RAI ARE TAXING 
PLACF. UNDE..~1INE OUR INDIVIDUJ.l. AND COLLECTI'V~ EFFORT5 Ofi' 
NA'l,IONA.L D~LOPMEN":' ANO TEE 1N'!'~GRA~70N OF CUR 
~CONONIES. 

I WISH TO FURTHER '!'AIG: THIS OP~ORTU!U~ I MR. l'RESIOEN"I I 
TC COMMEND i."OU FCR. Y0!1R INS.PIF.IN'(~ ANV VISIONARY 
LE.:!l:>ERSHfil 'I.HAT l~-S I !="OR 'tP.:E' FI:XS'l' T!!-m I Ptl .. C:ED AFRLCA 
HIGH ON THE AGE-bl-Ols. OF YOUR GOVR:RNMENT. S I~CE YOUR 
HISTOR.!.C VISL! '10 Aflt!C.l>.. IN .APRIL 1998, TllE CO.fom.SA RECION 
HAS W~'rNF.SSED INCREMED PAR'!'NERSHI.?S B.E:TWU!r TEm .AMERICAN 
AND AFR!CAN ~R::'.VATE SECTOR. :i:NT.ER.ESTS ON THE ONE HJ\.ND AND 
OUR GOVERNMENTS ON THE OTUSR. tN 'niE CONTEXT OF T:-iE OPEY 
SKIES POLIC:Y l'H 
Al' YOU ANNO":.I'.11C£.D IN ~AICAlt, SENEr}AJ.i THAT 
SAME YEAR. COMESA MEMBER ST1:.TES, IN COI.il.iABORA.l'ION t'1ITH 
THE S~?E AFaICAN S~!ES GROUP WHI:E COM~R.l.S2S LOCKHEED 
MAR'ri~, CAN COii:?OR.ATioN, Eor..ow REsoT.JRc!=.!s L1Mn·::n AN;:) 
.l\.FRlCON' HAVE REAC:rtED AN r~VANC~D STAGt IN WORKING OU'r 
MODALJ'I'I~ FOR 1'fiE IMPLEMf...'\ITAT!Ol'T OF THE: COMY.O'NI::ATIONS I 

NAVL3A.Ti.ON, SURVE!J~LJl.NCE AND AlR TAAFP!C l-""..ANAGEMRN~ 
(C~S/AlM) SYSTEM. 

!'HE Ml\URITIOS SlJMMIT, MR- PR2S!DQIT, Wil1L AliSO PROVl:DE: 
U. S . WITH 'J!J.~ OPFORTONITY TO PERSONALLY TH..i\NX YOU FC.R 
?..AVING INI!IAT~D THE AFRICA GROW'l1i AND OPPORTUNITY BILL 
l'H.AT WILL BRI?~G J:aSO\J'T A i'OSITIVJ!'! RELATlONSll!P BETWEEN THE 
ONlTBD STA'l'E:S OF AMB~ICA A..~ AFP.!CA, WHICH IS TRAD:c; AND 
INVESTMENT DJ<! IV'EN. 

IT WI~li Al.SCl BEN .!W CPPOR'l'DNITY I:Y THE r..,·\ST YEAR. Oi' YOUR 
VE~Y SvCCESSFUL ~ERM CF OFFICE TO LEA\rn A S~RONG 
FCI..ITICAL MESSAG1=: TO 1'.F~ICA. OF TF!E COMMITMENT OF THE 
UN!l'.C:D STA'l'ES TO EUILD A GENUINE ;i~..RTNERSHIP W'.!:Th 1-i.FRI~ .. 

MY OWN :cu'NTRY £.i!A.RES W!T}I 'THE UNITE]) STAT.E.S SUC.t{ C!JMMON 
VALUES AND P:!t.JN~!.PLES AS ,!;.EMOUl.ACY, GOCD GOWRNANCF., RfJ.!.E 
OF' I.AW' RJ;;.SFECT f.l'OR EmtAN RIGETS JI.ND nm ll'~XE': :S:CC»OMY -
TH~Y' ARE IH!'ORTM'T I30'!'H .fOR SUSl'AINAELE SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMtN'r AND TO S'J'ST~!N DE!MOC.RACY M WELl· 1'.S THE 
SOCIP..L FABRICS OF A FRAGILE MULTI-ETHNIC AND Mti'LTI-
lU:t.IGIOTJS MAURITIAN SOCIETY. MR.. PR!::SID.F:NT, YO':'JR VISIT 
TO MAlJRLTlUS ON TH~ OCCASION OF THE COMES..~ Sm-'.MIT ~y 
ALSO PRQVIDB AN O!?PCRTUNITY TO SHOW "fHE STRONG ATTACHMENT 
Q~ THE ON1TED s=AT~S 4C Tr.ESE PRIN~I~~~s AN:> VA:!JUED warcr. 
w:;: UL CR~RISH. 

: LClOl< FO.K.i-:ARD TC A FAVOR.ABLE RESPON'S::S TO MY .!:NVITATZOZ1 
AND Jl.N C:i?PC'l~TUNIT! OF WELCCMING YCU JI.ND MRS . ct.INT~N, TO 

IDTCLA.S PORT LO-:J!S 004~4 

. I 

p ~7 
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MAURITtUS Fm~. TIJE SUMMIT WHlOl W!P_. PROVI.CE AN OCCASIO~ 
TC EXCHAN(;E VIEWS WITH !BE ::OMESA HEADS CE' S'I'AT:=: AND 
G:;:)VBRN.1"11::NT ON' MATTERS o: MUTLJJ.!..' INTI:."P.£STS AS WELI.i M ON 
R.F.GIOYAL ~ I~JTE~~TIONAi.., IS3U~.3. 

PLEASE ACCEPT, ?w:R. :PPZSID:iN'l.", TEE ASSDP-~'lllCES OF MY 
!!IGl-!E.ST CONSID:~RAT!ON'. 

DR. THE RON . WWI:N'CHA'NDRA AAMGOOLA.'1' 
PR.I:-IE MlNISTE.I<. 
( (SIGNE!:~) ) 

.ERWIN 
:31' 
#0464 
ll;"NN:N' 
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