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Subject: Sandy's participation in proposed AIDS documentary

6/21/00

Sandy'’s participation in proposed AIDS documentary by Lovett Productions:

Note: My comments are focused-on the proposal's strengths and weaknesses primarily as they may affect
the decision (and perception) of Sandy's participation in the documentary. | have taken a fairly cautious
perspective, possibly more cautious than necessary, but wanted to flag any potential "issues” that need to
be taken into consideration.

Overall:

The proposal offers a potentially powerful broad reaching documentary on HIV/AIDS in South Africa. It
attempts to focus on the harsh realities through people's real experiences and also has a focus on
programs and approaches making a positive difference.

Sandy could make a significant contribution to this documentary and would certainly raise it's
visibility/credibility. If she decides to do the interview, she should retain some control over the content and
the finat cut of what will be included from the original interview. If she participates, there should be at
least one high ranking South African Government official also interviewed during the documentary for
balance (e.g., President Mbeke's health minister).

Certain questions, listed below, should be addressed by the producers and/or considered by
Sandy before a final decision is made.

QOverarching questions: (** most impt.)

*k

_ Do we know anything about Lovett productions? What else have they done?

** What are the details of the interview (i.e, what do the producers hope to get from this interview, how
long will it be, where will it be, who is the interviewer, will she have the questions ahead of time, etc.)

**- Who else besides Sandy and the Africans listed in the several real life scenarios (miner, pregnant
women, etc.) do they hope to feature? What other ranking officials? From where? Who has accepted?
Specifically, what high ranking South African official(s) will they interview?

- The proposal says they will follow people through their real life experiences with HIV/AIDS for a year -
does this mean they will follow /or have followed people for a year? When do they anticipate the program
to be ready for airing? (If Sandy interviews with them in July 2000, but the airing is one year away, is it
timely for her to do this?)



- The title of the documentary is "Conspiracy of Silence" -- conspiracy by who? -- from the proposal one
could conclude from a combination of Govt. inaction, business indifference, community fear and
stigmatization...and labor systems put in place during apartheid... O.K., but is there any perception
problem for Sandy with this emphasis on "conspiracy” given the history of "conspiracy theory" discussions
inthe U.S. ?

Other questions:
(Cover letter)

"Ford" - is this the Ford Motor Corporation/Foundation? What is the budget for the production?
They hope to air it on PBS - this would provide for a broad, but select audience.
The documentary would be made available at no charge to the NGOs who participate - good

(Page 3)
Check ethics -- the documentary will "travel with a migrant worker as he unknowingly takes the virus back
home with him to his wife..."

(Page 4)
It is good that they will also focus on the role of cultural beliefs (such as using traditional African
medicine).

(Page 5)

Good focus on the role (or non-role) of business, but are there efforts underway, possibly through
AFL-CIO partnership with labor unions, possibly even in partnership with South African businesses, that
should be highlighted? If we are making headway (ONAP just reviewed the draft report, "U.S. - Africa
Trade Union Summit on HIV/AIDS: Workplace Education and Prevention"), that should be highlighted.
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~ Director = .

. Office of Natronal AIDS Pohcy_ B
- 736 JacksonPlaceNW o
' Washington, DC 20503
* Tel: 202-456-2437 -
Fax: 202-456-2439. _,

Dear Sandy,

I wanted you to know that Ford has funded us t6 begin & film on AIDS in South Aftica which we -
“wilt begm shootmg at the Durban conference. I’m faxmg along the proposal. PBS has expressed
' .an mterest n runng the completed ﬂlm ,

My producer Elame Epstem, a South Afiican with consrderable background in H[V is there now -

- through rmd-August T'li be going for July. We would like to schedule an interview with you, if
" thatis possrble dunng the conference But I'd like to"speak with you aﬁer you *ve had a chance
‘to look over the proposal .

- My number in New Y ork is 212 242 8999, home 212-242-8019 weekend 631- 597.9327.

_Hope you are well : o

'l'..'All'the'best ' ,'_l' |
.'JosephF Lovett DR

' .cc Elame Epstem
" enc: Proposal '_

185 ST AVENUE, NEW YORK, NEWYORK 100131507 » TEL: (212) 2428999« FAY: (112) 2427347
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" AIDS IN SOUTH AFRICA
| ADOCUMENTARY
DRAFT PROPOSAL

Elaine Epstein

© May 2000

155 6* Avenue, New York, NY (0013 e212-242 8999 « 212-242 7347 (Fax)
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" CONSPIRACY OF SILENCE

At the dawn of the new century humanlty can boast advances in medicine, thsease preventlon, and

commumty-care for the slck, and’ yet th|s progress has been unequal In developing countrles, the AIDS
' pandemlc contlnues o deqmate whole segments of society while contributing to the collapse of the :
: health care systems and economies of these fragile nations. In sub-Saharan Africa alone 22.5 million ‘

o _ people are |nfected vnth HIV (90% of those mfected don't know lt) and by the end of this year more

than lo mllhon Afncan ';huldren wlII have lost one or both parents to AIDS.

Today. the southern-most African countries are experlencmg the most severe- HlV epidemics. South

: Afnca, prevlously Infamous for its apartheld policies, is the largest country in the region and has the

fastest growmg infection rate. Slxteen hundred people are infected each day and nearly 4 million people '

are already- Ilvmg wnth the virus. Desplte havmg had multiple opportunities to respond to the early

| ,'warmng s|gns of the mpendmg epidemic, South Africa has. only recently begun to acknowledge the

- extent of its AIDS cns:s The apartheid regime glarlngly ignored the increasing sPread of HIV, and the

. current government s efforts have been constrained by fimited finances, lack of dll‘ectlon and cultural .
taboos. Attempts to contam the spread of the disease have been further hampered by the soc:ally '
'I|mposed shame surroundlng HlV and the pervasnve discrimination of those infected. When the South _
‘African Parliament recently passed thelr landmark bill exp|ICIt|y outlawing dlscnmlnatlon on the basis of

. .race, ethmccty and sex, protectlons for people infected with HIV were noticeably excluded: In a country

hnstoncally plagued by rac|al dlscnmmatnon the stigmatization and discrimination of people wnth AIDS is

now mdespread but the mternatlonal community that so readnly intervened during the apartheld years

s nowhere to be. found

Consplracy of S:Ience, a 90-m|nute documentary, will examlne the devastatmg eﬁects of AIDS on .
South Africa. For South Afnca AIDS is a health crisis of unprecedented social and economic magnltude |
_' - and efforts ln preventlon treatment and care have been thwarted by a vast array of socio-economic,
cuIturaI and poht;cal- faCtors By interweaving intimate personal stories with in-depth, mvestlgatwe

mtervlews of AIDS experts activists, politiclans, and national leaders, the documentary will take an .

""" Elaine Epstein 06/06/00
C \WINDOWS\Proﬂles\l.ovelt\Desktop\Afm.a AIDS\FOUNDATION FUNDING REQUES'I‘\Proposals\Proposal doc
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' -By closely followlng characters over a'year, and gwmg a human face to the dlsease, th;s program will
lmpress upon viewers’ the harsh reallty of living wnth HIV/AIDS in Africa. Viewers will experlence
N -rrsthand f.he overwhelmmg fear of an HIV positive woman as she awaits the blrth of her chlld and the
pain-of a young gnrl as she loses her Iast surviving parent to this disease. They will, accompany a |ournallst

. as he’ publlcly comes to grlps wnth hls HIV status in a weekly newspaper column, and they wnll travel

- witha mngram. mlner as he unknowmgly takes the virus back home with him to his wtfe ClZ/ -

;']uxtaposmg montages of South Afrlca s lush landscapes and breathtaking surroundlngs wnth scenes
- evokmg the dnstress of the South ‘African people, the program will poignantly underscore the -
' ':. unacknowledged pllght of thlS country ‘To ensure that the outlook on AIDS presented in the program is
not. despamng and hopeless the program will include success stories, such as achlevements in educatnon
and commumty-care Vlewers wlll v15|t the Mothuslmpllo-Cortonville Project and meet the sex
R 'workers successfully recruated and tralned by Yodwa. Mzaldume to consistenty use condoms and to
,:'_educate thelr peers about AlDS At the Zola support group in Soweto, viewers will hear from HIV
'posmve members how the group s income generatlon program and weekly meetmgs have’ greatly -
' _ennched thelr l|ves ln KwaZulu Natal they will meet the dedicated volunteers of the Sinosizo Home
Based Core Progrom, who, with llmlted resources, tlrelessly give up their time o look after the ever-
- -mcreasmg numbers of snck and dymg The fllm will not only raise public awareness, -but it will also nnSplre o

) people by showmg examples of what can be done in HIV/IAIDS prevention, treaument and care.

' _A umque partnershlp between Lovect Productlons Southern Afncan Fnlmmakers and Iocal HlVlAIDS
' organlzatlons and agencles guarantees a film- with an |n5|der s perspective from a grass-roots Ievel 0.

o whuch vnewers around the world can relate

- Documentary footage ‘will also be made avallable to the non-governmental organlzatlons part|c1patmg ln

che ﬂlm for. the|r own educatlon and fundransmg purposes

' o L " Elaine Epstein 06/06/00
. C \WlNDOWS\Proﬁles\Lovett\Desktop\Atnca AIDS\FOUNDA.TION FUNDING REQUEST\Proposals\Proposal.doc
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' POTENTIAL CHARACTERS AND LOCATIONS'

People move wuth greater speed and ease. So does the AIDS virus, .
Mllllons of children and adults are becomlng mfected falling il and dylng mthout -
| the barest essentlals m medical treatment, counselmg or social support. The o

g |mpact on sociefy is devastating. Kofie Annan, UN. Secretary General

;Acoa,;l-hs wa-E_ '.D'U'b"u,,- AND LINDA
' _ jacob a 35 year old mlner works ln the West Drlefontem mine in Cartonville, Gauteng and Ilves ina -
'smgle—sex hostel Iocated on the mme grounds He returns home once every three months, usually for

just a few days at a tlme Separated from his wnfe for long perlods. Jacob often seeks out the company of o

~ane of the many sex workers who Ilve and work around the mmes

jacob's w:fe Dudu, Ilves hundreds of mnles away in Hlabusa, Northem KwaZulu Natal a rural area
known for its hlgh HlV mfectlon rates. Here she looks after the children and farms the farmly s small
pIot of Iand She surwves on the food she grows and the little money she recexves from Jacob each
‘month. Dudu is aware of her rlsk of AIDS, and would like to use condoms with her husband however
= :she doesn t ask because she knows he would never agree The last time Dudu suffered from a STD, he

o accused her of belng unfanthful and threatened to beat her. -

_.'On hus ViSltS home jacob often calls on hns traditional healer to obtain “muti’ (tradltxonal Afrucan
- medlcme) Whlch he takes back wnth h|m to the mines. Although the mining industry provsdes Its

- workers WIth basm medlcal care. jacob prefers to use this tradmonal medicine when suffering from a_

' 'sexuall transmttted dlsease C _ ' v\ '-:‘,-.: ;

' Back at the mme jaco\b regularly vus:ts Llnda a young sex worker who Iwes in Leeupoort an. |nformal
- settlement Iocated just outSlde the mine grounds. Lmda left her home i in Zimbabwe in I998 in the
hopes of fi ndmg emplcyyment in th|s ‘gold-rich mining area. Unable to find work. she began selhng Ilquor,

'and later sex to the mmers m order to suwlve She tested HivV posntlve last year

. . ' Elaine Epstcm 06/06/00
o C \WrNDOWS\Proﬁles\Lovcn\DcsktopMﬂ'lca AIDS\FOUNDATION FUNDING REQUEST\Proposals\Proposal doc
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Lmda is aware of her status and was recently trained as a peer educator by Mothusnmp:lo (“workmg
. together for health) a. Iocal HIVIAIDS intervention prolect She tries to use condoms with all of her

' '_cllents and encourages ocher sex workers to do the same. Even so, AIDS has spread rampantly
,through t:hls cOmmunlty mfeCtlng 28% of miners and 47% of women living in the area. Whlle the

' _mnovatlve Mothuszmp:lo prolel:t is beglnmng to show some lmpact in reducing the spread of HIV the -

" prO]eCt s long-term sustamablllty is in question. Funding for programs is competntlve and even though

" the mlnlng compames beneﬂt frOm the. Mothus:mpllo pro]ect. they have repeatedly refused 10 make any

_ ﬂnancnal contnbutlon. AlDS unllke fallmg gold prlces, is not their problem Unemployment is hi th, and

'cheap labor is easy to come by . . o

ST

Through jacob s, Dudu s and Lnnda s.stories, Consplracy of Silence will examme some of the factors .
| '.that are. responsmle for the wnldﬁre spread of AIDS throughout Southern Africa. At the top of thls llst is’ .
: South’ Afnca s mlgrant 1abor system — an oppressive strategy devised during the apartheid era. '

' 'Accordlng to Mark Lune, a researcher based in Hiabisa, KwaZulu Natal, “If you ‘wanted to spread a

. sexually transmltted dlsease. you would take thousands of young ‘men away from their famllles. lsolate '

. them in slngle sex hostels, and give. them @asy access to. alcohol and commercial sex. Then o spread

"~ the d:sease around the country, you’d send them home every once in a while to their wwes _and - :

E g:rlfnends And that s basncally the system of mlgrant labor we have.”

.- ,Other factors fuelmg l—IlV that wl" be ‘explored in this story are the many tradltlonal cultural beliefs and

- '.practlces that have been passed down from generatlon to generatlon These mclude the patrlarchal

' _sancuonang of infi dellty among men, mythlcal beliefs about disease causation and cure, and the use of . |

; tradatlonal healers and tradltnonal medlcmes

By mtemewmg representatlves from the mtnlng mdustry, and examining their HIV/AlDS pol:cues.
e Consplracy of Sllence will also lnvesugate the abhorrent lack of industry response in. haltmg the -
' spread of this, dlsease In Ilght of the mcreasmg evidence generated by Mothuslmpvlo and similar pro]ects

' suggestmg that AIDS can be: controlled this story will questlon why more isn’t being done

' e  Etaine Epstein 06/06/00
C \WINDOWS\Prof les\Loven\Desktop\Afrlca AlDS\FOUND ATION F UNDl'NG REQUEST\Proposals\Proposal.doc
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.For those-Who"lrve end work- in Africe the impect of AIDS on individual, family, and
_ community economres is obvious. Slcknese, death, and the loss of productrve
capacrty in communltlee where as many as one third of the women in therr

o reproductlve year are HIV infected hardly needs to be supported by data.
' Peter Wehrweln, Edltor, Harva!d AIDS Letter

| -HAR_Y MA‘HLAN'_f_c';u'__,'.

Mary lives in Soweto a townsh|p located just outside of johannesburg She is pregnant with her second
child. When Mary told her husband she had tested posirive, he beat her and threw her out of the R
' house She hasn t seen or heard from him since. Although Mary has disclosed her status to her SIster
-wlth whom: she now lives, she is afrard to tell any other family members or friends for fear of belng
.ostracrzed To safeguard her secret Mary avoids uslng the cllmc in her area. Instead she travels the long : '
- 'dustance into the cu:y o recewe treatment But once she arrlves the clinic often cannot guve her -
- medlcatlon Drugs are in short supply, and the government will not supply her. wrth AZT, a drug that
| .. would reduce her rrsk of transmlttlng the disease to her unborn child. Mary knows about AZT but she
~ can't afford o pay. for the drug AII she can do is pray that her baby will be born free. of the vlrus
| Consplracy of Sllence wrll accompany Mary as she anxiously awaits the birth and the test that will

teII whether her baby is lnfected WIth HiV.

The pro"gram will also fo|i<‘>w Mar'"y'to-' the HIV-positive support group she attends twice a weelc in a |
- small, two-roomed bulldlng located ‘behind the prlmary health-care clinic. Amrdst the wrdespread stlgma N
_ surroundmg AIDS, thls is one of the few places where Mary can openly dlscuss her HIV status. At the N
' meetmg. other members share therr traumatic AIDS expenences -Their pllght rllustrates how the .
' _:government s pollcy on treatment and the Pl‘OVISIOﬂ of AZT. has devastating effects on rape vicﬂms .
mothers and-their unborn chrldren We hear from Petti -- an eighteen-year- old girl from New Town' a
. Soweto -- how’ she was raped an |nc1dent that occurs in-South Africa once every twenty-six- seconds _
:-.Pett| is now mfected \mth the virus. She sought treatment ata nearby hospital, but, in accordance wrth

government pollcy,_the _ho,spltal could not provide her with AZT to reduce her risk of gettlng mfected.

 Elaine Epstein. 06/06/00. -
C \WINDOWS\Prollles\Loven\Dcsktop\Amca AIDS\FOUNDATlON FUNDING REQUEST\Proposals\Proposal.doc
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= _jane who has two chddren both of whom are infected with HIV, is also 2 member of the group At

: "Baragwanath a nearby hosp«tal jane s children receive triple combination therapy as part of a cllnlcal
) naJ testlng new combmauons of AIDS treatments. Jane's CD4 count is too fow to quahfy for the trial
'_ and for her there are no other treatment optlons avanlable Jane’s children are doing well on- the

medlcatlon, but as her health detenorates she worries about who will {ook after them when she dies.

' ' Elamc Epstcm 06/06/00
e \W[NDOWS\Proﬁles\Loven\Dcsktop\Afnca AIDS\FOUNDATION FUNDING REQUEST\Proposals\Proposal doc -
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lf the current trend contlnues or becomes worse we will have a soclety consnstmg
' ' mostly of orphans and the elderly Hawlan Ng, Harvard AIDS Rewew

: _]OSEP:HIN'E N.DL.'O.V.U o

| Josephme is eleven year's old and lives wnth her elderly grandmOther mother and two younger snbllngs
in Shongwenl KwaZqu Natal The area has been hard hit by the epidemic, a fact made evident by the .~

presence of dlr't mound graves in the front yards of almost every house.

"]ose'phlne and her siblmgs w:ll soon become part of the rapidly growing AIDS orphan pOpulatlon m
" Africa. Her father dled last year and her mother, who has full-blown AIDS, will dne soon. josephme -.
: recently dropped ‘out of school to take care of her dymg mother She also cares for her younger §

e s:bllngs both of whom are lnfected w:th the virus.

~ Once a week a home based care volunteer from the Sinosizo Home Based Care Program visits’ them to
attend to Josephme 3 mother The volunteer is tralned in. basic palliative care, but the treatment she can . -
pravide is often llmlted b)' the dearth of med|cmes at her dlsposal Due to the stigma surroundlng AIDS

~the Smos:za Program operates under the guise of a health care service for the sick and elderly

: -Consplracy Of Sllence accompames josephlne through the traumatic expenence of Iosnng her fast
'survrvmg parent © AIDS and through the difficult months that follow. Through Josephme s story, the : i

' :documentary examlnes the lmpacr of AIDS on the family umt and explores the problems posed by the

- growing. number of AIDS orphans in.Africa. Consplracy of Silence also examines the increasing -
.--_burden of AlDS on South Africa’s health care system and the struggle of commumty-based organlzauons s

o contend th the rapldly lncreasmg number of . patients requlrang medlcal care at home :

: o ' ' Elaine Epstein 06/06/00
C: \W['NDOWS\Proﬁles\Lovett\DesLtop\Aihca AIDS\FOUNDATION FUNDING REQUEST\Proposals\Proposal.doc
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AID'S has oréated a new class of metaphorical leper. Discrimination and stigma are.
- rife as bedfellows of |gnorance and bigotry. Legal and social protectlons against
' dlscnmmatnon have been slow in coming and the resulting snence on AIDS is

| deafenm_g. Sallrn S. Karim. Chair Scientific Program. Xiil AIDS Confolrence,.

LUCKY MAZIBUKO = -

'Luckf Hﬁfﬁuko |s ashon man, stylish, with budding dreadlocks, wire-rimmed glssses and a booming |
laugh.'-He lives 'inl'Sow'eto.w:ith. his éight-year- old son. For three years Lucky remained silent ébout his
HIV. In South Afrlca, AIDS remams a shameful disease, so shameful that last year, Gugu Dlamin, an

'outspoken AIDS actwnst was killed by her nelghbors for disclosing her HIV-posmve status Lucky hid his

suffermg from his frlends and famlly and waited quietly for death.

_-But__Lucki go'i tired of su.ppr_essing his. fear and shame. At the beginning of last year he called The
.Sovgetdn_,.t.:ho_' b'i'gg'est'daily' .n_ex_v's'pa'p_er in South Africp and offered to publicly disclose h.il_s status ina
-Weekly'-c'olumn with the"airn'of'p"enetrating the culture of stigma and silénce surrounding HIV. Lucky '

: became the first black South Afncan to describe his experiences as an HIV positive man in a major

. "newspaper Every Tuesday for almost 1.5 million readers, he chronicles his struggle to deal wath thls :

o disease that has mvaded both’his body and his commumty Mazibuko often challenges the madequacy of '

the government s AIDS pohcy ‘and cntlcally reflects on the complicity of his own culture s pmcuces in
“the spread of the d|sease Today Lucky receives hundreds of letters from people around the country

.' seeking his advice or wrmng to share their own experiences. By responding to changlng HIV/AIDS

pohqes and mcorporanng r&der S reactlons. Mazibuko’s column has become the social and pollucal

dlff cultles of bemg HIV posmve and fiving openly with this disease. Excerpts from Mazlbuko s column
w:II also be mcorporated in the program to reﬂect the socio-political climate currendy surroundlng

_ AIDS m South Afrlca

Elaine Epstein: 06/06/00



