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Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS
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Ambassador Sally Shelton- Colby

~ Telephene line: 4122791 4762 Assistant Administrator

Bureau for Global Programs
Reference: exr/pcb07 U.S. Agency for International
Development
State Department Building
320 21st Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20523

7 October 1998

Dear © [Ms.. Sa-ﬂ.sz.q' /ﬁc//rﬂ4;qh

We refer to the recommendations of the sixth meeting of the Programme Coordinating Board
(PCB), which was held in Geneva from 25-27 May 1998, when it was agreed to hold a second ad hoc
thematic meeting of the Board to take place before the end of the year. Therefore, we now have pleasure in
confirming that this meeting will be held in New Delhi, India, from 9-11 December 1998.

On Wednesday, 9 December, an afternoon briefing will be held on the response by the Government
of India to HIV/AIDS and the support from the UN System. Registration will take place prior to this
briefing. The meeting itself will take place on 10 and 11 December. Simultaneous interpretation will be
provided in Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish.

We have pleasure in inviting your Govemnment 1o be represented at this meeting of the PCB. It

- would be appreciated if you could inform us of the name of your Government’s representative, together

with any additional member(s) of your delegation, no later than 23 October 1998,

We would further like to inform you that prior to the formal opening of the PCB proceedings, the
Government of India has offered to arrange for interested PCB participants, field visits on Tuesday,
8 December. Simultanaous visits will be organized in Mumbai (Bombay), Chennai (Madras) and Calcutta.
The visits will provide an opportunity to review State programme efforts focussed on vulnerable
populations, including commercial sex workers, STD clinics and NGO outreach projects. Anyone
interested in taking part in a field visit should inform us when confirming their participation in the meeting,
using the enclosed form. At that time. we will follow up with more detailed information regarding types of
projects in each of the venues, transport and hotel arrangements. It is critical that this deacline for response
of 23 October be respected as field visitg will require the maximum time possible for the necessary
arrangements to be made.

cc: Ms Sandra Thurman, Director, Office of National AIDS Policy, The White House,
Washington D.C.

Ms Linda Vogel, Intemauonal Health Attaché, United States Mission to the United Nations Office
at Geneva

Permanent Mission of the United States to the United Nations in New York

ENCL.: as mentioned _ /cont’d over...



Page 2
: 7 October 1998
Ambassador Sally Shelton-Colby

A block booking for hotel rooms for all the participants has been made at the Hotel
Inter-Continental (formerly Hilton Hotel) at a special reduced rate of USS120 per night; this includes buffer
breakfast and local taxes. If your representative and other member(s) of your delegation require a room, i
would be appreciated if the enclosed resecvation form could be reumed to us when confirming your
participation. i.e. no later than 23 October. After this date a reservation cannot be guaranteed.

We are enclosing herewith the provisional agenda for the meeting. Other documents are being
prepared in English and French and will be despatched to participants during the second week of November,

It should be noted that visa formalities are the responsibility of the traveller and it is advisable to
check on visa requirements as soon as possible. However, the nearest Indian Consulate will facilitate the
issue of visas.on presentation of this letter of invitation. Flight bookings should also be made as soon as
possible, as December is a busy time for travel to India.

Participants are also requested to ensure vaccination requirements are in order since very strict entry
regulations are in force in India, requiring in particular a yellow fever vaccination for anyone coming from a
country where yellow fever is endemic, or for anyone who has recently visited one of these countries or
even transitted through.

We look forward to meeting your delegation in December.

Yours sincerely,

(AN

Sally G. Co\wal
Director, External Relations

TOTAL P.@3
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TRAVEL EXPENSE REPORT

CH TRIANGLE PARK *NORTH CAROLINA 27709

Travel Approval/Date

Name SQMNZ& L. —Thuormen)  patesubmitted 0L ’ 7 / 19 Inclusive Dates of Travel
. 10 H
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
- OASWING TON DE. WNEW DELRL
City/Country ANTED STAT IN DA
Departure Time 19 00 2.20
Arrival Time ' 1%:00 1455
City/Country NEW DELIS L:mm o
Departure Time
Arrival Time : .
Ticket Cost HA23.00 [TH.78 {51260 — | —T
Mileage '
Parking
Airport Tax
Visa Fes 10.35 20 120 )20 12e — | 7085} 0.8
Lodging 6715 | 1oKTS | 1e1.95 | 157.75 — (43 1.00|4¥0.4¢
Meals 18.50 R L 0] A | gy | ss52 | — | [19.0%[370.0°
Auto Rental 24
Registration
Communication 61001 407.39 ] 2%.98 SED.Q7| Sbe.27
Taxi: $ Amount
Taxi: (fromto)
Other /
TOTAL A L GE] 16128 117335 [sIs 14 | 215 -6l {1741.7S S0 iysh
RN /
Traveler's Signature Director’s Signature ~/ A Y J‘r}( ’V&_LZ
i Attach the following recelpts: Hotel, communications, parking, auto remtal airpgrt tax, and aifline
Travel Use Only stubs. Individual taxi charges over $25 must have a receipt and show origin and destinatign. En Hoyees must submit Exchange Rates
12339 time sheets and trip report. Enter amounts in US dollars only.
TA. Number Account Number Amount Advance Amount Due Travaler Amount Due FH!
2 sl YR " T ATV = gtz

Travel-Otsk 1 —Experae Reoan.2— shruery 72, 1082
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DATE INVOICE NO. DESCRIPTION INVOICE AMOUNT DEDUCTION BALANCE
1-09-99 12337 EXP INDIA 1+,481.12 0.00 1,481.12
CHECK CHECK TOTALS

DATE 02/03/99 NUMBER /111946 1,481.12 0.00 1:481.12

PLEASE DETACH THIS PORTION AND RETAIN FOR YOUR RECORDS

P R LT g T R N e E a R E R T e = R R o

-. @ Family Health International NATIONSBANK OF NORTH CAROLINA, N.A. 111946

P.O. Box 13950 66-19-530
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 USA

srwmd

o i RN WL T €K

One Thousands Four Hundred Eighty-One Dollars and 12 Cents

DATE ; CHECK NO. ©" AMOUNT

_ 02/03799 111946 $ 14481.12 : :
PAY . o : ' o :
TO THE SANDRA L THURMAN i
ORDER
OF

" idiqLE 1K053000496w O00LLIO03EES It
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Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS

Attendance at the second ad hoc thematic meeting of the
Programme Coordinating Board, 9-11 December 1998, New Delhi, India

** HOTEL BOOKING **

Reservation at Hotel Inter-Continental (formerly Hilton Hotel)
Barakhamba Avenue, Connaught Place, New Delhi

Tel: 91 11 ?Jm\ Fax: 91 113325335 ¥~ e-mail: newdelhi @interconti.com
Special rate of US$120 per)single room including buffet breakfast and local taxes, only

available for icipants“at this meeting.

Number of rooms required: 77/‘/65’”3/’/ [7/<{9

Arrival date: l;,.}&l ‘H; .......... Flight N° and arrival time: ’7 ...........
Departure date and time: IQ_/JQ\ L e n et

Name (): .. Q.. THHGG....ccrcy. TR Gl igtic. y.ﬁ{f/_(_DzLa7
mqueﬁmm/z,f:'ncéoor@, .........

Capacity (Member(s) / OBSEIVEI(S)): ¢vveversereresnsrsronsencssscsssasesssesesrsunssssssnmasassessasnsosnrss

Government / Organization: US- .....................................................................

Address: . .C/D. KP@q!Dqu?/()Sﬁldyé//f—//t//ﬂn//ﬂl(/-ﬂ(ﬁjl
3002078 A Tl KRE, [t Tav, 126 Q053773792

_ | | Signatux@‘z . ﬂ . O/ . 4/

** FIELD VISITS ON 8 DECEMBER **

@would like to participate in a field visit: Yes ceeerienaancn NO coteeimenan-.
I/we would like to take part in the field visit to (please circle oné only):

Bombay / Madras / Calcutta.

Please return by facsimile to UNAIDS, Geneva, no later than 23 October 1998
to: +41 22 791 4898 or +41 22791 4188

20, avenye Appia ¢ CH-1211 Ganeva 27 ¢ Switzerland « Tei: (+4122)791. 4762 o Fax: (+4122)791.4898 « a-mail UNAIDS @UNAIDS ORG

TOTAL P.@7
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‘? TRAVEL EXPENSES FROM OUTSIDE SOURCE

\ ‘ :
L_J WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

In order to consider whether the Government may accept from an outside source paymentof ~ CONTACT PERSON: ‘&Zaﬁm
your travel, subsistence and related expenses under the GSA travel rule or 5 C.F.R.

2635.204(f), you must complete the information below. You must submit this form and

related documecntation and rcccive approval PRIOR to commencement of travel. Failure to PHONE NUMBER: s - IL}'L“
reccive PRIOR approval may result in you having to pay the travel expenses yourself. The out-
side source need not be 2 501(c)(3) organization, but if it is, please state so on this form and : / I
include the IRS determination lctter. DATE OF REQUEST: ( 2/ | ( ? 8

Please include a copy of the letter of invitation.

Sanpra “Toemat , EONRELTOR OFFCE OF NATL. ADS Poucy

Your Name and Position:

Nature of Meeting or Event: ﬂOfﬁcial Q Political K
Meeting or Event Description and HOW IT RELATES T0 YOUR OFFICIAL OR POLITICAL DUTIES:
VAT AWML HE EC ONYS 5 0 MEENNS (= TH e Zgl2NPTE
/ A .‘ ) ’
_OONANG, Toaeh & \1 &)\ D NATION —Loa . Ay

o HWVATSS
Dates of Travel: l2/7 - \?—/IZ /? & Destination(s): !\)C’XJJ m\/\.l .r:l:’&\_)l\ﬁ

Persons or Entity Making The Paymeat (please also note any-financial interests of the person or entity known to you that may be affected by the exercise
of your Government respansibilities}:

JImPact — Tamuy HeALT T Rorepnamonal

Contact at Organization Making the Payment N\A@u O‘C)\ZA-bu

Address of Organization:___ 210 | C\)\\%)Qj/%\\ﬂb )gt)-\TE 700
~ Jedne, VA 2220)

Phone ( 703) 51~ 9174

Transportation (specify):

Pl d In Kind
A. j %6/ Reimbursable
@ ¢ALT ' Q' Other {Palitical Only)
Lodging: : lﬂ In Kind
:‘YOO R— Reimbursable
Q Other {Palitical Only)
Meals: Q InKind

Reimbursable
Q Other (Political Only)

O InKind

D eimbursable
Ev-"D\BEW Other {Political Only)

Misc. (specify):

*Payment may be made cither in-kind or by check made payable to the U.S. Treasury;
you may not directly reccive payment by either cash or a check made out to you.

This form and any accompanying memorandum of approvat must be attached to your travel authorization.
You MUST complete a travel voucher listing all expenses (regardless of payment method) following the trip.

Please send this form to the Counse!'s Office (Room 128, 0EOB) at least three (3) days before commencement of travel

2ty
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HIV/AIDS in INDIA:
Summary of Epidemiological Background, Donor
Involvement, and USAID-Supported Program

Epidemiology of HIV in India

India currently has more HIV infections than any other country in
the world and will become one of the largest contributors to the global
epidemic in the next decade. Based on 1997 figures, the UN Joint .
Programme on AIDS (UNAIDS) estimates that there are 4,100,000 adults
and children living with HIV/AIDS and currently over 100,000 children
orphaned by HIV. The areas within India with the highest levels of HIV
prevalence include Maharastra (specifically Mumbai), and Tamil Nadu.
Forty-nine percent of AIDS cases are in Maharastra (80% of which are in
Mumbai) and 22% are in Tamil Nadu.

Donor Involvement, the World Bank Loan(s) and UNAIDS:

USAID joins many other bilateral donors in its work to slow the
transmission of HIV in India, such as DFID, JICA. Given the size and
diversity of the Indian population, donors have chosen to focus their efforts
by taking the lead in supporting programs in different states. For example,
USAID is the lead bilateral donor for programs in Tamil Nadu and soon in
Maharastra. DFID is the lead bilateral donor for programs in West Bengal
and Gujarat. Private foundations such as Ford Foundation and MacArthur
Foundation have also played significant roles in working with local NGOs
to strengthen their capacities in working in HIV/AIDS.

The World Bank is currently finalizing a new $200 million AIDS loan with
the Government of India. Funds from this loan will primarily be allocated
to the state-level and will also be intended for support to Indian NGOs.
This new loan has been constructed to avoid some of the bureaucratic
pitfalls of an earlier $80 million World Bank AIDS loan. The Government
of India will work with state governments to establish private state-level
AIDS societies and public sector state AIDS Cells which ¢an receive funds
more efficiently.

UNAIDS has been restructured and assigned new staff, has been involved
in guiding the development of the World Bank AIDS loan. Technical
Resource Groups (TRGs) have been proposed by UNAIDS as a means to
coordinate technical resources internal to India to strengthen state
programs and build centers of excellence.

USAID: March 24, 1999



USAID/India:
Tamil Nadu AIDS Prevention and Control (APAC) Project

USAID's seven-year, $10 million, AIDS Prevention and Control (APAC) activity
in Tamil Nadu, focuses on prevention and control of sexual transmission of HIV
among groups engaging in high risk behavior. APAC uses proven strategies of .
education for behavior change; expanding access to and utilization of high quality
condoms; expanding access to and utilization of quality STD treatment; and
supporting behavioral and operational research to improve program planning, to
shape intervention strategies, and to measure impact. APAC also supports the
participation of non-governmental (NGOs) and private/for profit institutions in
AIDS prevention, capitalizing on their commitment, credibility and access to high-
risk groups.

USAID has financed the establishment of a new AIDS unit at Voluntary Health
Services (VHS), Madras, a well-respected indian NGO, as the implementing
agency to manage the project. Among its other activities, VHS provides sub-
grants and technical assistance to NGOs working with high-risk groups, their
spouses, children and communities. In the last 3 years 81 NGOs have been
funded to work with high-risk groups on HIV/AIDS prevention. A training module
has been designed for training physicians in diagnosis and management of
sexually transmitted diseases (STDs). Five institutions in Tamil Nadu have been
supported to train 1400 physicians, over the next three years, in providing high
quality care for STDs. 250 physicians have already been trained.

A comprehensive research study on the availability and quality of condoms at
retail outlets in Tamil Nadu was completed in 1996 and follow up action
undertaken with private sector manufacturers to improve both the distribution and
the quality of condoms. A significant collaborative venture with a major private
sector manufacturer of condoms, resulted in sales volumes doubling in a twelve
month period between November 1996 and November 1997. The collaboration
demonstrated that investments in expanded distribution systems lead to both
increased sales volumes and to reduction in the cost of sales. Though current
levels of knowledge about methods of preventing sexual transmission of HIV are
very high (90%), the challenge is to move people from knowledge to the adoption
of safe behavior.

USAID: March 24, 1999



USAID/INDIA

AVERT: PROPOSED AIDS PREVENTION AND
CONTROL PROJECT IN MAHARASHTRA

The proposed seven year $41 million program for USAID’s work in HIV in
Maharastra will work to increase the use of effective and sustainable responses
to reduce the transmission and mitigate the impact of STDs, HIV/AIDS, and
related infectious diseases. AVERT, the proposed USAID program for
Maharastra, will have two major components, one focusing on risks within the
commercial sex industry and another focusing on building the capacity of
organizations and institutions managing HIV programs in Maharastra. The first
component will concentrate a set of interventions to reduce risks within the
commercial sex environment by improving the access, availability and quality of
health services, related information, and products available to commercial sex
workers, their children and clients. This set of activities will have the potential for
significant impact not only in the state, but indeed in all of India.

The second set of interventions will focus on capacity building and institutional
development in managing HIV/AIDS programs. Considerable support will also
be provided to develop and implement a well-planned program of research to
inform program implementation, policy development and to develop surveillance
systems for STDs/ HIV/AIDS and related infectious diseases.

The program will be managed by an organization jointly selected by NACO, the
National AIDS Control Organization, and USAID. This selected organization will
have the requisite technical and managerial capacity, will be a registered
society, and will be accountable to its Governing Board with representatives
from NACO, USAID, the Government of Maharashtra, the Maharashtra State
AIDS Control Society and the Mumbai District AIDS Control Society.

Other program partners will include the Municipal corporations, NGOs and other
community based organizations, federation of medical practitioners, and for profit
organizations such as condom manufacturers communications firms and
research agencies.

USAID: March 24, 1999
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Ms. Sandra L. Thurman

Office of National AIDS Policy
736 Jackson Place, NW

Suite 820

Washington, DC 20503

December 9, 1999

Dear Ms. Thurman

As an intern at the Global Health Council, I was afforded the opportunity to participate as
a volunteer at this year’s World AIDS Day event held at the United Nations. In between
directing participants to the conference room, | was able to attend some sessions. I was
especially happy to hear you say that you are planning a fact-finding mission to India
carly next year. I know you must be surrounded by people so much more knowledgeable
about the situation in India than I, but I do hope you consider my suggestion. Last
semester (I am a senior in college), | had the opportunity to study abroad and chose to do
my independent study project about the status of women living with HIV/AIDS in India.
Like the httle 12 year old girl from Thailand that Hillary Rodham Clinton spoke of at the
event, |, too, cannot forget a little girl. Almost six months have passed since [ worked at
the Freedom Foundation, a rehabilitation center for persons living with HIV/AIDS in
Bangalore. India. When I left, D's death seemed so near. The pre-monsoon searing heat,
combined with tuberculosis and meningitis from a dying immune system, left her unable
to care for her three children. Each day I watched as her HIV positive daughter, A,
became an 8 year old mother to her 5 year old positive sister and her 3 year old brother
who is negative through the statistics of chance. By the grace of God, the Foundation’s
last letter tells me, D is improving and is no longer bed-ridden. A, on the other hand,
who’s only visible sign of harboring the virus in her young body were skin infections, is
beginning to worsen as her white blood cell count decreases.

Unfortunately India, as you know, is not immune to the stigma that surrounds HIV,
especially with women. The Freedom Foundation, though it is not perfect, seeks to help
those persons who have been excommunicated from their villages, from their families
and from their jobs. The Foundation becomes home for many who have none, including
commercial sex workers, orphaned children and married couples. It not only provides the
residents with nutritional food and medicine (unfortunately not antiretrovirals), but it also
provides education about the disease, counseling and daily work. It really is a model of
care for persons living with HIV and dying from AIDS-related complications in a country
with few resources to spend on HIV/AIDS care.

<ghc@globalhealth.org> 1701 K Sireet, NW Suite 600 20 Palmer Court
<www.globalhealth.org> Washington, DC 20006-1503 White River Junction, VT 05001
Tel. (202) 833-5900 Tel. (802) 649-1340

Fax (202) 833-0075 Fax (802) 649-1396



O Global

Health
Council

(Interestingly, the Freedom Foundation Il developed in response to the significant
correlation between alcoholics being treated at Freedom Foundation | and their HIV
status.)

Ms. Thurman, | am hoping that by writing o you, you will take time to visit the Freedom
Foundation. It isn’t hard to find.. just go to the bus stop and take the blue bus with the
number 38 on the front to Hennur Cross. It will only cost you about 2 rupees. Maybe the
children will ask you for a “monkey ride™—if so, that 1s my fault, but all you have to do
1s carry one on your back and the other on your stomach. !f you see Anu, maybe you
could sing to her the song I sang each day ““Miss Anu, how do you do? Are you well,
Miss Anu? You're beautiful, Miss Anu.” (It sounds better if you sing it.)

I thank you and admire you for all the wonderful work you have done in HIV/AIDS. As a
young woman beginning her journey into the field of prevention and care, I look up to
you as a role model. 1 thank you for taking time to read this as I know you must be
extremely busy.

The lollowing is the address and contact name of the Freedom Foundation:

ASHOK K. RAU,

FREEDOM FOUNDATION

180, HENNUR CROSS,
BANGALORE - 550 043. (INDIA)
FAX: 91-80-2215513
freedom@bgl.vsnl.net.in

Thanking you, (,
Mﬂ(&vr f?SwWH

Kathryn Swartz

10606 Prospect Street
Tiflin, Ohio 44883
kathryness@hotmail.com

<ghc@globathealth.org> 1701 K Street, NW Suite 600 20 Palmer Court
<www.globalhealth.org> Washington, DC 20006-1503 White River Junction, VT 05001
Tel. (202) 833-5900 Tel. (802) 649-1340

Fax (202) 833-0075 Fax (802) 649-1396
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-babies by almost half.

He mentioned. that the
government gives anti-retrovirals
in two situations: to prevent infec-
tion from mother to child; and in
accidents involving health-care

professionals who aré at risk of

being contaminated by infected
needles. :

“Apart from these two .
(instances), we would not be able -
_to provide anti-retroviral drugs to
-the HIV-positive in India bccausu
‘of the highly prohibitive prices,
“even after the reduction of prices

by drug manufacturers”, Mr. Rao
said. “Itis beyond the reach of not
only the common man, but an up-

per middle class person in devel- -

oping countries. So, unless coun-

- tries like India can manufacture
these drugs, 1 don’t think the.de-
veloping world wifl everbecableto

have access to them”, he added.

- At a briefing on Capitol - !
Hill last week, which examined

the impact of HIV-AIDS in India,

Sandra Thurman, Director of the .
Office of National AIDS Policy at : |
the White House, cited a recent

report of the National Intelligence

Council which has forecasléd that = -

the cpicenter of the AIDS epi-
demic, 15 years hence, will be in
India apd not Africa.

At Prcsndcnl Clmton s

behest, she will be ],cadmg a del-
cgauon to India, this Fal_l,toc;xam;

ine the ramifications of the disease -

‘and what necds to be done to pre-
vent proliferation of the AIDS vi-

,Tus. The trip is bound togo a fong .
‘way in foc,usmg attention on India,

as wcll as the rest of Asia.

When asked by areporter
tocomment on the high-level, high-
profile, forthcoming visit, Dr.
Thakur said: “We welcome the
attention on AIDS. It is a big
problem”,

Regarding the agreement
on maternal and child health, the
Minister pointed out that it would
not interfere with the population
and stabilization program which

the Indian government is going to
actively pursue. The intent is to -

educate people about the probléms
associated withaone billion popu-
lation without mlroduung anyleg-
islation, he said.

The Minister’s short lrlp.

here included a meeting with Mr.

Brady Anderson, Administrator of

the United States Agency for In-
ternational ~ Development
(USAID), and visits to the John
Hopkins Universily and NIH.

He also. met with offi-
cials of the Association of Ameri- )

- can Physicians of Indian Origin’

(AAPI), the most influential orga-

nization.of its kind. AAPI mem..
bers are not only concerned about

the health needs of the community

here, but also the availability of

medical care in India.

Dr. Thakur, areputed car-
diologist himself, mentioned that
they were keen on setting up health
centers in India, but had encoun-
tered difficulties in the past - pro- |
cedures were cumbersome and
time-consuming. He assured them
that he would establisha cell in his
department to facilitate lhe pro-
cess.
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EMBASSY OF INDIA
2107 Massachusetts
Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20008
Tel: {202) 939-7020
Fax: (202) 265-4351

R. R. DASH
Counsellor (Political & Culture)

No.WAS/POL&CUL/Health/1/00 September 6, 2000
My dear Ms Bauerle,

We understand that Ms. Sandra L. Thurman, Director of National
AIDS Policy has announced that she would like to lead a delegation to India
sometime in future on a “fact-finding mission”. We would welcome a visit if
Mr. Thurman were to term it as an exploratory visit fer expanding Indo-US
collaboration in the field of HIV/AIDS in the background of the Agreement
recently signed between India and USA. Calling it a ‘fact-finding mission’
may not be appropriate as it is well known that the Government of India
have no facts to hide. National AIDS Control Programme of the Government
is an open and transparent one. There 1s also a certain amount of sensitivity
in our country about comparing the HIV/AIDS situation with that obtaining
in South Africa and other sub-Saharan countries, mainly because the
prevalence rates in India are much less.

USAID is already having a large programme in India for prevention
and control of HIV/AIDS. For the last five years, they are working in Tamil
Nadu under the APEC project. Under the second phase of the National AID
Control Programme they have added $ 45 million for a seven-year project in
India called AVERT. We are in close touch with the USAID in India and in
Washington to find ways and means of expanding this collaboration.

We would appreciate it if the above facts could please be conveyed to
Ms Thurman at the earliest possible.
Sincerely,

!: ]
(R.R. Dash)
Counsellor(Health)
Ms Cheryl Bauerle
Office of the Director of National AIDS Policy
736 Jackson Place,
Washington DC 20503
FAX: 202-456-2439



