
FOIA Number: 2007-1550-F 

FOIA 
MARKER 

This is not a textual record. This is used as an 
administrative marker by the William J. Clinton 

Presidential Library Staff. 

Collection/Record Group: Clinton Presidential Records 

Subgroup/Office of Origin: National AIDS Policy Office 

Series/Staff Member: 

Subseries: 

OA/ID Number: 21074 

FolderlD: 

Folder Title: 
Global Research Network 

Stack: Row: Section: Shelf: 

s 67 1 2 
Position: 

2 



HIV AND INJECTION DRUG USE lN AFRICA: 

NO\V IS THE Tll\ilE FOR ACTION 

Statement Issued by the Global Research Network on HIV 

Prevention 

in Drug-Using Populations 

.July 5-7, 2000 

i~~ t~j~n~~~eW.~M1h!l11t1~R~~~f!n ~ll~~in ~){yf/1) 
Drug-Using Populations (GRN) - '111 internci.tional t.urum consisting •)I.scientists 

dedicated to identifying evidence-based, effective prevention strate~1es in r.::sponse to 

the t\.vin pandemics of 1-f[\,fc\[OS and drug use - convened in Durban. South c\t.ric,1 

on July 5-7. 2000. L\fore than 75 pci.rticipants from :;o countries anended the 

conference on the epidemiology. ethnography crnd prevention ot HIV in drug-using 

populations around the 1,,vorld. In attendance were 1-epresentatives 1·ro111 snen Africm 

nations (South Africa. Nigeria, Mauritius, Sierr't Le1>nc. Kenya, Z:.mbia. and 

Botswana) and from the 15 Southern Afric:m Development Communities. [n the 

context of a devastating heterosexual HIV!AlDS c:pidemic in Africa. early evidence 

reported by these scientists at the GRN meeting suggests emerging trends in injection 

drug use associated with an increase in the spread of HIV. /\lcohol and Cannabis 

have been the primary drugs used in all of these countries, and injection of drugs is a 

relatively ne\.v behavior. Scientists reported incre:isecl use of heroin and cocaine and 

an increase in injection drug use. Risky drug use, unsafe needle practices and sexual 

risk taking often co-occur and can contribute to the global burden of the HIV/AIDS 

epidemic. 

Evidence has accumulated from 20 years of research indicating that drug use 

patterns in hard-to-reach populations change quickly, and an increase in drug 

use, particularly cocaine :rnd heroin, is followed by a rapid increase in HIV. 

Also, a high HIV prevalence among injection drug users could dramatically 

increase the heterosexual transmission of HIV within a community. Based on 

earlier experiences in other countries with drug-using epidemics. intervening 

before HIV prevalence reaches 5 percent can result in preventing epidemic 



.. • 

spread :rnd its consequences. Si.:icntists from nations affected by HIV anJ 

injection drug use recommend that the time to :1ct is now to prevent ;vidcspre:id 

transmission of HIV and other infectious Jiseascs (e.g., Hepatitis Band C). via 

injection drug use in Africa. In addition to intervening early, rcsc:trch suggests 

that effective prevention slrnulcl include community-based peer 1rntre:1cl1 

programs to enable those :H risk to change their behaYiors, :1ccess to sterile 

injection equipment, :ind npansion of tre:1tment for drug :1buse. Not 

intervening Jt this critical time could have serious heJ.lth consequences resultin:; 

in enormous societ:ll costs. In particular, it could intensely e\:1u:rb:1tc the 

:llreadv dramatic situation in the continent of Africa\\ irh 1·e:,::1rd tn H l V/.\l D':-. 

The CiR~ \\::i.:; esublished 111\998 co incre:ise unde1·scJ111l1n'.c'. Jb,_iut lhc· i-ll\i'_-\IDS 

epidemic rn dru~-usin~ populcHions. 13:: pro1.1d111~ :rn 111tcrn:1t11)n:1! r·,Jrnm. the CiR."-i 

hc:lps lO t·JctliDte the e\ch:111~e- d1SSt.'mi11:ll11)il_ :me\ Jppl1c:Hi1)11 c;i- C'- 1(\i:::tci::-bsc:d i.:tJl:-, 

on H[V preo_enlion 1-csoonsc·s_ :md e11cour:1~es cro'i:s-11:1111.rn:d prc·1.:.·1H11)11 1·eseJrch. 

D:, 1nm1cs ,)[ H [V.· -\[OS l'..'p1dcm11.::o. :::::111'..': 5111~ uc:nds_ :rnd 1-c(crH r1.·:;c:1rch (1-om ::ill 

othc:r globc1l regions and counmes \Vere c1lso discussed clm111g the 3-d~n 111celing 

i\!ost recent glob:1l 1-eports rndic1te lhere lo be)]() rrnllion J.c!ults :1nd ch1kirrn li'. rng 

wilh HIV/.-\lDS. Of chc:se. 2'15 million reside rn Sub-Sc1h:ir:m -\fricJ._ T1; JJ.le. \ }--1-

countries rep1Jrted injection drug use_ of 1vhich l l--1- :llso reported HIV intection. 

Several of lhe countries reporting inJeClion drng use and HIV in injc:Clion drug usc:rs 

for lhe first time, \Vere located in _c\frio 

Co-sponsoring organizations ot' the GR.l"\i include: i\ledic1l Rese~lrch Council of South 

,c\fr1c~L He:i.lth C:rnacb: \.iat1onc1l [nstitute on Drug .-\buse. Office or .~.!OS Rese~lrch. 

and f1Jg~1ny lntern~:troml Center_ or lhe LS N:uic1nal Institutes of He::i.lth: L;S Centers 

for Di:se:1se ClJntrol ~rnd Pre"ven[lon_ Joint United '.'iL1ti1_)11::; Pro"'-Dmrne 1J11 H\Vc\lDS_ 

United '.\jJ.tions Office l,f Drug (1Jntrol ::ind Crime Prevention: l'Lnion::i.I Department 

1Jf Hecllth of South -\fric::i.: \V,Jrld He::i.lth Org::i.niz:nion: ~rnd Office of H[Vi.--\IDS 

Po lie:. US Dep::irtment of He::i.lth and Hum~111 Serv1c,es 


