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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Dr. Woody Myers 
Via fax 

Dear Dr. Myers. 

WASHINGTON 

July 15, 1999 

The President will be releasing a new HIV/AIDS initiative that targets Africa, as well as 
countries such as India. The release date appears to be this Monday. This initiative will 
significantly increase USG funding for AI OS in developing countries and allow us to combat this 
terrible tragedy. 

As part of the initiative, a series of recommendations will be issued. One will be for the White 
House and the Commerce Department to host a meeting of business leaders to discuss AIDS in 
developing countries, as well as to increase their commitment as important stakeholders. Given 
Ford's leadership in AIDS in the workplace and community outreach work in South Africa and 
elsewhere, we would very much like for the Ford CEO to co-chair this meeting when it is 
scheduled (no dates available yet). 

At this stage, we would very much like to know whether the Ford CEO is willing to co-chair the 
meeting with the Secretary of Commerce at a time to be scheduled sometime this year. 

If at all possible, please let us know by tomorrow morning. Please call me with any questions or 
concerns at 202-456-2441. 

Thank you for your help. 

' lJJJMMfh 
andra L. Thurrnan 

Director 
Office of National AIDS Policy 
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