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Love Trains 
will spread 
the message, 
SHAMI HARICHUNDER 

;I 
" .. 

AS THE final rehearsal for the XIII International - · j 
Aids Conference kicked off )asr nig~t, - ¥,l<:>~er :'~'. 
event of significant impm'.ffinc~ ,occurred., It .was _ - :/, 
the launch of the third 'loveTrain - · tljef-world's ' •: '' . 
largest billboard and travelling :sexuaf healfu ; cen:· ·_ ·~ 
tre - at Durban Station . .. ·_,,·,>.;. ·: ;., .. ' · . · - "( 

At the ceremony, held to 'cotilcide with 'the 'start : .. ! 
today of the Aids 2000 Conference at i:lie Inter-' l 
national Convention Centre in Durban, were some · -.:.· 
of the city's leading dignitaries, conference dele-
gates and curious onlookers who arrived there to . 
see the brightly coloured and decorated coaches. j 

When the formalities were completed, those pre- .. f
1
. 

sent were given a chance to write on -the ' coaches .... , 
their messages of hope and words of advice 1 and · '"' 
warning on_ HIW Aids - per:haps-the most distin- :j 
guishable feature of the loveTrains. With'that 'the 1 

sponsor of the initiative,' Spoornei, was 'able to :.J 

relay South Africans' messages 'to th~; ice gather, ' ·' 
ing, the largest HIV I Aids-related indaba to be held : 
on the continent and ill thiS country: '- ": - - ~ 

The inauguration of . the 'loveTrain: °last night 
brings to three the number of similar trains in ser­
vice. They have been designed and equipped for ·th~ 
purpose of providing outreach services - including 
clinical, counselling and sexual health education -
for adolescents in the most under-resourced parts -
of the country: Included_ in the education portfolio 
are workshops aimed at informing parents about -
the importance of talking to their children about 
sex, sexuality, gender relations, the_ unpact of the 
HIV I Aids epidemic and how to care for those who 
are HIV positive or who have AidS. -- ", -'"' 

LoveLife is a comprehensive natiblial pro­
gramme aimed at substantially reducing the HIV 
.infection rate among the country's high-riSk is to 
20-year-olds in the next five years. It has among its 
_patrons First Lady Zanele Mbeki and is funded by 
the Henry J Kaiser Family Foundation, the Bill and; 
Melinda Gates Foundation, Unicef and Unaid. !;. r 

The most staggering increase in infection - 65 %:·: 
annually - is occurring among the 15-20 age group, · · 
about four million of whom are expected to die of 
Aids before the age of 35. It was with this in mind 
that loveLife's focus was determined, and perhaps 
the thrust of its message is to get adolescents to 
accept responsibility for their sexual behaviour. 

SEE AIDS SUPPLEMENT INSIDE PERSPECTIVES 
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RI ?~:POO shot i~ ·i~.e .. ~,rr~lr;f?r orpha11agE!;fund .FACT.;FiLE:jGr&Ups rallying for support . 
MARI(. G,AYLORD·DUBE " 'Vivian.<. hnitstic dis~ase which ofteri ·accom- IN~ :~art to ~ to h~tfue Al1is and co~tihities to implement of women's and children's rights. 

~ R~ddy-/;:i p~e~ . full~bl?~ Aids. Tlie medi· · pandemic, Unicef, UN Aids ~' ap d vari9usJ~~9inmendations inclu.d-
IN ANS\YEE ta·.;'a- call , by the ' \(~.;~· A[g~ ·~,~~~e w:fil.~~triJ;ip~e~~p~~v~- Ameri~a's . · ~ati<;ina} . B4(ck . ing' ,, Gr~at,eJ; _~ access to credit, UNAids, Unicef .and BLCA urged 
Unite4;.:til'~ti9n~ fo_keep the. issue of,. ~-d ·, ;, ... ·. 't :; i~us provmci~ Ae@th mstitut10ns .. Leacj.ership ·coffiin.iss' ' : n~~ips, . inftcC ~ . .w.,q property for :vom~n; that Aids orphans be kept high on 
Aids orpliai'is'hfgl:f'on government -~ · ~. pnor .. './;The orphanage_:!und will also issued a "call for adio the end :.:wr · · r~a,d.~@.d c9nfidential· Aids the agenda, especially in the coun-
agend~if'!~·: ., .. . ,i:ii:J)~,i)aseti ·health-. [:~0 benefit from· ~ pfrcenta'ge cir sales of a '·unit'Etcttijatiohs 'Poshun~·ico l'.J.lli'~'lilld'vQ,~untaiY testing; tries which are hardest mt-This 
com pan. CifSiifil:' H:wa:Jffi-: ' ha§lf? ~~;~ :[~~ ~O:r_:~9jli.~R'. n1ffi or_i:u ·mv tes.t on_Aids orpha¥._s. •t-Jif{ W;e~rgan~ social. assistance ;for those who means making Aids centraj. to· 
donate'a~ iooo;t6wirrds th~ Aids' ·; ey{ ·:!Jlar}l:eti:!'i%~Edison· Hea).th. The isations urgetl' gcfvernments to need-it .most; support for the psy- development -assistance ~9)~iv-
Orph~ag~Fo/f(r~tent1Y, ~et up . . : :-: '.; , amoill}'fc'Ofi~tted shollld be about . "break the conspirl:i.cy of silence" cha-social needs of orphans, and ing Aids orpharis priority when it 
by Deputy . .Presidertt Jacob Zuma. . , . . . :··1• .. ._ ;.· · R4-millioi¥a year. · . · · . . ' · >surrolindiAg the epidemic and to increased community protection comes to debt relief. 

Zuma will,:appoint a national Vivian Reddy, '.said !Jl~t in· addition . "It is my belief that local com pa: . ach.vith '"openness and · ~··~,,.~,.-- -··-·~···- .} . . ~ 
con:imi~ee to a\iminister the fund, to the RlOO 000, the company.would. nies s_horild focus on the plight of urgency". , .... --
which ; >yas set up to help -abo;it .. dort~te . 3;1so· .RI-million worth of.' the more tnin 40 000 childre.n left · . .-:; ·;r '. 
40 000 Aids orphans::·· ·. ·· :· · ·· Tuberol -' a treatment for tubercu- behind because of Aids through THE United Nations has 

Edison's chief executive officer, losis in c}1ildren. TB is an oppor- no fault of their own," said Reddy. called on governments 
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~·.·~:." • • !_1, :r:~" .. :~h1 1 ~u:i· .. :~ .. :1~·1 .... , ·i . · ·t ; • 

'!.<,, 
·~'.;, "•' ~.( '~'i ~'.l>~f, :~." ~ ' . ." 'f;. \ .,~'.:_•'.·. ." r' ••' .' '1 '~, ' t.~ · :, .J,'~ .I'°'· . ' ' .•.•. '~~',·;,~). 

· Bniy~~y?uryg;~.~~~1 .: ai ~~on, pi~:~~ed with his a~<?.~~i~e mother G~il:J~hnsoil';' f 
will spea~}t '.t~~ppe~ing of,the Aids 200 c~nference in Durban .th,!~ -.yeek. ' 
~k~~i: i~ s.G~~?-~;~~~rt~~-~~·:co~;~~ed in the ~~m.b P.ia~re :GRA~~ ~~KINE 

. wifu-~Aid~ ' ai1J?~~,i&!,;~·.2~·'d~~~~hi hoping to' iii~~t PresideniTh~bo , Mbeki 
J ·h··•·:• b .. \'~~B·" . l'k•ni•,,,.;•,i :w. ·h· .. ·:"h'''r"'h'''''•i., .. ·' d"MrM. d'b .' " , ' •.',., .. ·,. '·.•· · o ~es. m:~,~; . e~~~ arelJ.,'· w ~<;,,;, ,~ e~;:;. an al a .· .. i ) "~ .":.,·., 

~PtlY· C1~ "~,!?~i,s ~av~~.·:_. She ajsp,~~~~/.'·,:9~s we leave Central P~~i he squeezes 
it hEt~i!Jliss~o~~JQ:·~P,~ for" ~.:Pre~rtf.',~Y.: h~d, /'.0,()}ou lgtO\y,: one day 1'.l\. get 
sAfrch?<J~,;FWhlicY.¢iNkor Ai.~ /C..!P1t. t~nhm.:, s

1 
oth. u~ "*f bwf.e,tt'uller.'"<T

1
.; .h~ ,~1~s .. ~tatue s~ddenly seell,!s 

i~.· . e?J- 9.S~f'.eQ o sc oo . ey. •,a y arge. ;. '' · . . ·. : . ' · 
·had·hoideahowto"deaJ. -.with .him:'rAfler 1 :·~ ,_,, .. · · ·''.~ ·. , ,. . 
1lier. initi~ plea t~ 'go;. '~fwne.9t .~f!i~i.~;;~i~ , · 
took two years to nn ement: f.'But:now it's ': : ' . . • ,.;. .. ·;·,.,t •: Jt: :. . '?: 
there .. That s the ma thmg.: ~·">,':.~·~ ! , , .. r 
' Illriess"·and Aids are'focked in' smister · 

harinonf -in his shorUife,i; Nkosi ; ha:L:·. 
· kilo'\V'Il::t11il"'outer · :~eaches·· or'- rtot ~ ~iligi; 
· well~·Hi"ha~' suffef ed f't()in:.lJbercUJ.osiS'.•< 
;;anct ·1\Vas;stiuck:a0Wr1 with · s'Yariey.:flu:"·:. 
~ti'hei:~t~e"tm\ei whell1lieaJth r~turris ';7,, ; 
"·i· • .:.:.;.t·.- · .. ~'.-h~'.""·~·r::1· ,.,,. · ·"d'··· l ... ~ ,, · b'.· t,! 'gh'"J t": ·. I ">Uld ~~ {W en.· ·p ay an p ay ,., u .'tl : 
~oi~ P.l,s~pnm e -~ystem ; i~' .wJ;det;.nyge .. ·'. 
presstire, his cfil.i-coiint is low and he getS 
. exha~.¥.t~d ve~e~silf,E,'.ach f!lontli:a ~ti- .' 
retrovirill cocktail ·needed · to : keep· hnn . 
alive' costs R2 200 .:. a "gut" sponsored by 
an American donor in Washington. . . 

But the excitement of standing on the., 
podium is temporarily . outweighing all 
other problems. "I have got a new outfit. 
I'm going to look very smart." He is also 

} '.' i I 
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The children 
\left behind 

big, buxom, 14-year-old" when she 
dropped out of school in semi­
rural Inanda, north of Durban. "I 
come from a single mother who 
has since married. My stepfather 
did not like me and so I went to 
stay with my grandmother in 
Inanda." 

To help supplement the little her 
grandmother earned through 
broom making, Theresa had no 
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choice but to look for work, aban­
doning her schooling. 

"Prospects for a 14-year-old girl 
getting a job were gloomy but I 
could pass for an 18-year-old 
because of my then big body," said 
Theresa. 

After months of futile job hunt­
ing she met a group of girls in 
Point Road who told her she could 
make loads of cash with her sexy 

body: And in no time at all she was 
one of the many child prostitutes 
thronging Point Road at night. 

"I had had sex before without 
using condoms or contraceptives 
and was convinced I woiild never 
fall pregnant." To this day she 
does not know who fathered her 
child, as slie has slept with many 
men. 

"\Vhen the antenatal clinic told 

AdOJOlOHcl AH\t11HI1 NOlNI1J 

,\1011VA~3S31Jcl 
A (l OJOLOHcl 

me I was HIV-positive, I couldn't 
believe it," she said, her eyes fiU­
ing with tears. "It was only after I 
realised I was losing weight that 
the truth finally dawned on me 
that I was going to die." 

Theresa's mother refused to 
come to terms with her daughter's 
HIV status and vowed never to visit 
her. Her friends deserted her. They 
did not want to be identified with 

someone who was HIV positive. 
The only person who did not 

turn her back on her was her 
grandmother, who died during the 
Easter holidays this year. 

Said Theresa: "I will be watch­
ing what happens at the Aids con­
ference in Durban. It is my hope 
that a cure will be found soon 
enough to save Nina, to give her a 
better life than the one I've had." 



For little Nina, front left, the hospital has become a new home Pictures: THEMBINKOSI DWAYISA 

Theresa could not contain her excitement when Kaizer Chiefs 
soccer players visted her ward before the Vodacom challenge 
match with rival Orlando Pirates at the weekend 
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A R250 000 Aids statue, eight m~tres high, towers Murray and Roberts. The' 
above C~ntral Park, at The Workshop shopping design is ·by Young and 
centre in Durban's city centre, was officially:unv.eiled Satharia. Framed in the · . ·,,;i:. . . . . . . 

by depu,ty president Jacob Zuma yester9ay. · '.. picture is Nkosi Johl'\son, I h wh.o · 1 O:';· . · · · , 

Believed to be the largest in the· so~~~rl] . 1 open the lntE;!rnati'on~I Aids 'confere ce ''today. · · \ 
hemispher~. the statue tpok three we~k.f to· create · • Seepage .~h~~e f9r a fun ·~t?FY n(Nkqsf. 1 

• .. \ : 

froittm~ .~ s.teel with a surroundi~'.ci ~G: l~;~f'.'.Ji:y,r;: .:~ · .-: ·~:Qthe~ Aids st9~i.e~ app~r ,on . ge .1 l ;~~rig' in~ 1 ·: 

col~urf.~!r.stone mosaic. It was: b~ i. ltiD.Y; .. "'' '1~1)16~~ ~f.<: ~.nspe,ctive~1 Sr~°.~ ~ - an(j)ook, · ut f~~ .our ·' · .. ,. · '. · 

~o~~~~~, · · ·~~~~on 1companie\atllt~~.~~c!f: ~~- ::'. '.}i·:!: · .~spj:i~~~{: 
1

tlf:~~~~~~~·~.po_;:s~r; ··. by. ~po~,r~~~. : ~. 

MB ... " :i·.,lf· .. ,,.,, ''.. "" ; ·,,~·~.~·••,":~·" . ~. :' .• . ~@. '" .,: ·. ! / ·1,1,.,.- ,' , ,.,. . 
. t o' ""'''"" ! ;fr, , .. " ' .•F. <.' ' ' , 'J- ' 'A ,.,,,,, ., , ' ~ ' ~ I 

r-1. e ·1·· ~. . ·:ti ~ t.:;j ·~ ~· •• d a7•)e i, f · ,:-.:·'-' .~· " "'" ~· ''' .,, ' . ' • ; < :/: 17., , , I ' ;' .,,.; 
,I, '( ,_, .. • , -.•,ril1I, • ~ ,• • •, 

1 
\~~.(I I ' ', I .,.\t , ~ 

n "' • .> ~ ,C.' • ' • • . ' , <!: . • ~ ; ; ',/ fl1 ~ _.\ •• \ " , ~· ; ' • . ' ' ' , ~1 \l\· ~1 
1, ~' '',• ''I) ~-; •1 ! ~ / 

. , ,:,;;/ ;i·~~ ' . '\ ;'·f'su·Et~'.'.~::fh pl/a:e. . f':JVJ.;; ,q I 'lDDD ; . ~. ,, 
• • ' . 1f•,c; ,t~~· ~ 1:r''th :.; · ·~ 1 . . r', I ',f • ·'·.~.. , 

TRIB.UNE REPOBTERs·"·i>~i :: ·~~niJn~ inclu~·. ~~<- ::"~ "" · to trea~ Aills ckd have promised a 
.. ~ · , '. • :· • ; 1,'~~. ;., • ., ,:., ; r.•. A conc~te JPlli!l .fro~ ,t,he UN s~rie~ of. high-profile demonstra-

ALIT EYES will be on President•. ;Aids 1org~is"a~ion· and the South hons d mg the conference. · 
Thabo Mbeki tonight when he;opens; ·'African goyernmept to . provide ME!inwhile the . World Bank said 
the' XIII ln!ernatio?al Aids confe~~·.'.'¥t'o~ble mep.cines· ~i;l!1~ing ~ti- y~s~,ilay at the· 13th. Internatioi;ial 
ence. Mbek1's sceptical stance on the"· ,retrOvirals llir people. livmg with AuiS Conference that it had set aside 
link between IilV and Aids hruiooen. 'lflV/AidS bY Qe.Cember l, as well as $.5()0jmillion (about R3,5-billion) for 
the subject· of fierce critici~m fro~1\,.a ~'for .compuJSdcy'lipensing and .iµds Pf9grannnes in African coun­
Aids activists · and scientists 'and a . pariµlel Jnl~rtihg where necessary. mies. Vice-president of the bank's 

1 

combative stance from the presid'ent • Ah immediate pl.all to imple- 'Africa region, Callisto Madavo, said · 
could ignite protest from the huge ment Ne~pirie/ AZT for pregnant the money would come from the 
11 ooo delegate conference. r. · ., . wome~ w~th IIlv. On Friday Nevi- ,bank's soft loan window, the Inter-

There were no indications :Ye~~r, l:"apine manufacturer Boehringer ·national Development Association, 
day of what Mbeki would ,sa~ ·A Jng~lheim ''offered to provide their 'to fund ·mv I Aids programmes on 
· spo.~esman said the president' wB:.8 , drug free for five years for this pur- standard terms of 40 years' maturi- ' 
still writing his address. • . ~SE'.· ·bu! yesterday the government · ty, including 10 years' grace. 
:,.A Global March .on Aids;' · · ~.Ppeared_ t.o remain wary of the · ·~ .that is n~eged is· a sound 
Anglican Archbishop Njon,gQ offei: ActMsts have promised to in- nationfil ~ids strat~gy developed in 
Ndungane, will precede ·, ~,-pressure on drug companies a particip,atory way backed by seri-

. ~peech this aftern~on'. It v( ,,p~ma;< .available ~<?rdable drugs ous government cofumitrnent." 
,, ' 
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,~,; ' ; ,;;; ; ·~ : ' ~ ' ' • '. :/ . ' ", '\ 'i;'i . '•\ !, ~~ ~ ff-4,. ; ; ,;;'.~~.?f.: ' -: -. --.. · .. o~e;.·:~•:v. ~am1 · colll,.f;::".· ~."~~\~ff.·· .•\:.town", ,o "} ___ ..., 
. . . . . .. ·" . . .,,,, ·. ~ i }·. +';~." .. _ :· .· . , ·<~:;; f~·...,flii'r. ·:: . .· :· " r;,,..·, lu . \i\ .. ~ Jv(o .. ,1 ..... .:.J v ~ . ' ~ 

_\ ~. I , ' 1~,,,t~·:' \~~·;_' _· • ll.J"' 1 j\Jt:.N"'4"'/ ~ 

Bv PRUDENCE MBATHA, proylclin·g servces that include. clini-· Clinton, \\rho \is ill Dill-ban for the aids work and steady progress in develop-
~A~BARA. C?LE ·i . , . . · • •. -' 'i..c~ iei:vfc~s.fc<\ilils'elppg andr s'hval>•\:oaj'~:eijc~; ·~visit~<ftl,le ·~~il~~ J.!v- ~ment_ ~d . ~ill. so?n q°'uble_ infant_ 

~
0

rf~J)i~:~~~-~:·i ·'~i.~b~.i~.~ ··· .· .}~~~~~\t~4r~~~~~~·~~~t;t1~l!t~#~~w~·~~P~;~~:~~~~;=:~::;~~~~;~. 
· .T~ ~qrig,~;y~~f~~ Love 'fi:?in' <l:ff;iv_e~ ·. :~!2~ . ~ff~jed ~or~sho~~,ge~~t~~~p t ':/'~ti~:. wast 'd_f~J'>~~ ;.,rii~v.e,d ..,.b:t ,.~e ~\mp!'!!~ : . . .· . . . . : t1 ;~._·'' ·~! • . fu · .; · . ::. '. 

at Durban ~~t~o!1's ! pI~tform \ l! ·.Qn \thei;r. · .1:1_1l~ers~di ~e~tiPP6~ct,of~.:~~5}e~f~~-·and.Jeg~ fl.ie.~?pctpr~/~ .... ·~~-'y~t :what _ we are _seemg ~ 
Saturday, comc1diiJ.g w~th the : open- talking to ··therr childfen faoout sext ·and nurses at the hospital .as heroes· ·Afnca· is 1ust the tip of the iceberg. · · 
.ing . of the thirteenth. International sexuality and gender~llitforis .. 1' • and· heroines:'' siµci Thurman's press And a report just released by the 
Aids Conference 'in 'the city. · · Commtinities will aiso be informed secretary, Mi Jeff Kamen.. _ ·.· . national Progressive ·Primary Health 

There to welcome its arrival were about the effect of tlie.HIV/Aids epi- "They demonstrate that even.ill the . Care (PPflC) project said that hostel 
Ki.rig Goodwill· Zwelethini, Minister demic and how'to.care for those who hardest-hit areas, it is possible to .' dwellers in KwaZulu-Natal faced a 1 
of . Health . . . fyianto Tsliabalala- are already ·HIV-posi.tive,. and, those , deliver,qualitycare." . '·' . . I .. · .' "high risk" of-contracting HIV/ Aids 
,Msimang, the;:I)eputy Durban Metro . ,who ~ave full-blo~ Aic}s . . , .; ' ;,:., · , , :'.,· rrhurman, :who also Visited patients b~use of the overcrowding, poor 
Mayor ~v~li ~avupdla: an.ct ·seyeral ~ , AwareneS§"' )~' ,._ .,.;.. . ~t. the ~k • Christi~ ~inis~y, told ma~tenance .of1 facilities, and_ ~e 
other.d1gmtanes; , . . :· " : .... -,,, .. " .. ·' ... ; 1w:, · ' . v, journalists that:.as,people witnessed rapid development of: .. shacks w1thm 

The Love Trairi, which is sponsored,. :';,.. Organised 1 undei,.j:he· .auspices ot: ·' th~ ~fI~ctthe HIV/ Aids plague had on• hostel premises. b 
_by Spoornet, the_ state _transi:io~ ~t~i; . Mr~ : ~ariele Mqe~\. 4 't_he ;·, wife ·; pf,,c!?nimlUl.ities; "'our sense ~f. urgency . Education 
ty. forms Part,,Q~ :the Lo-ye ~if~ ~utia~ ?re.s.~dentJ Tha_bp· ~ltl.: ~d, 1o~er, .Jnounts'.'.. .. . . . . · .~ · .... · · '" .. . . . 
tive, the large!lt. efforpaunched man leaQ.mg -Sputh Af.ri~s . . mc;~ud:i.pg .. ~, .. '. 'Toda)'.; .~S I look;ed mto the:eyes of .· In . partnership with the Durban 
attemp~ to reduce teepage pregn~cy, #cpbish?lJ J:>I~o:r:ig~pk1;11u .:~c!ung'.111~· ;,coµntless . children, I was, reminded .. Metro ~or.th ~ Central and South 
tt:JV I A1qs, other sexually ~~mltted .. iwct .~w:~li.&i!!\l:, Loye;·!!~e: is ~ .nat101v . that they: do no~ need.more~! they ~ntral Councils, t_he PPHC ~ad car­
d1seases (STDs) and to ·i:hscourage, - al;,pt9gram)n~1 combJ.!l:lllg· .. aw.~nes~ . need action. Now •-'-. before ··1t is too ned·out an extensive HIV/ Aids edu­
promiscuous l.ifes~~es. . ·. . ·• '. . . and edtj~tiQ.~,l~e~aj;~eal~ .sernce~;, Jate/', .· . . .. . . . ~ ' cation . campaign_ focu~ing on nine 

The Love . Tram, . launch~d . by 1 9-0d .outr~ac~ anc\lresearch. f'>' ,r ·. ;, : Despite the celebrations after the hostels ar~und, the provmce. · 
Mipi~ter ~?f.:rrans~ort DUII~ Q~m:i:';;,--:.:1TJie_.!f~~,U~:.~ r~mailrnt the. ru_molll!?.ement;.of new ·and .. ~ffective · , Tberepoftsaid !hatthema~obje~-

, on.World, Aid~: Day last yei;u; ·.carries , J?lJI9~i~S4'¥RP.i.,tbk'p1l@out ·t4~ con- therapies made at the last Aids con- tive, of · the campaign was to dissem1-
messages of · hope fro:qi J~~ding"'"'ferens:e, "where ·~t\~· serve~,,.as an d erence ·"the .. stark reality is that this nate information which would trans­
?itizeps <1:nd.,~pe~s.onal~ti~s . pn its ente~~;tlt~il'1 stX\J:aL ~.fl.ajtji' cen--.,. p~demic is'.oqt '?f.· con~ol -;-, and far ,. late µito behaviourai char :;es am~ng 
Journey to a · .. n~w lifestyle .fpr ypung ·;tre for., Durban;~c}ioolcJ:l.Udt'en and:· from over':. ·; .· ''· , .. , the hostel dwellers who were at high 
Sou.~ .l\friC~fe.\ in the' ~~tr.tiggl~ .::~~m~r€nc~, ~i~i~or~.';~:: ~ ... ;/£".,{. ·, .'.I'. Last ¥~~ .· al?rie, .qearl_Y . S.millioll: risk;: and the , e!ilpo~erment of the 
agamst HIV I Aids. · .; ;,, ; _,; . { " ·~ ; Meanwhile, one.Of ·the ,world's lead, ... •people became irifected with HIV and · hostel commuruty with the relevant 
T~ere are . _Fiirqmtly 7t'Yo . r:o~e,~ ing e~):i$ :o!l:,,~l.;.\ids· ha$ praised :;n~lY. ~niiili?n peopl~ di~. of Aids, illf orm~tio!l that would pr?mote 

:rran~s. A thl{d . .,was·· launche~ ,. m .,the,dpc;tors agd ,n~s~ .. s at Durban's In Afr~ca . . Aids had .clalllled .more · respon~1ble, safer.sexual behaVIour. 
Durban on Saturday. . :f\ingE.dwiU'd.VIIIHospitalas "'heroes ... lives than all the armed conflicts cin- It also sought to create asupportive 

When it is not. in the spotlight, · the . and heroines'.;.· ' "f. . . o . the continent combined, she.said. environment for· those who were 
Love Train · foiirs · the most under' Miss Sandra Thurman, the Aids "In just a few· short years, Aids in already affected by or infected with 
resourced parts of the country, · adviser to American President Bill · Ai;.;,.,,. has wined out decades of, hard · HIV or.who wflrfl livinP' mH'h "'~~ I 
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· MbekLmurt1,@n -u1s·AidS $tance 
'. ;: . . .. - . -~ .. : ,.: -. : :~ .t. ·i·:r.;·~~:~~:~~(~: . - .. :)) : ~ . . .. . .: .... ·, . '. .. < .} .~ :L:-~ '!), ... t/1:~· .. ·. -:~ , ... ·:· 
Bv ISHANI BECHOO making theni accessible· to South ·march· outside! D\ltbah,;City . Hajj; 

'.AND ISMAIL SUDER : ,6,fricans. _ , . ·. . ·.. ·. '.: : .. M~~e1:l1'~!1P~:~~· ~4~d-),~~t;,~tl~'<i( 
· .. .J .. Y 1He told the crowd of. m,ore than . fgUo.wwg ... tJ:i~ :.e,;a,ntples'• ofrUganda 

I- PRESIDENT Thabo Mbeki failed to · ~~opoo .. :Pe?I?le . th~t ~.t:he · J:)e.ople' of "anci_;1~king rserib~s ~ct\01;1;. \Sc:i~tp. 
breaklhe silence over his controver- ' :;ou.0'Afnca had hopoothat the ~OIJ.~ · ~ipa,, ,!1a.~ .\$as~~p ~.~ t.~e ; '\""~~". 
tsial views on whether HIV caused ference would .be folloW,ed· up'. bY-'.a . Si:zrafina,; VrrodeilfL .and1n~t-wmg 
;Aids~ at the co10urful opening of the ·JEo~anime of ; ~c~i~n '..~ci · ~e'~rus:_ Yn:i1:~~.~ta.~e,~ s~i,i~t,IBts. ·:, .'/ · ~· :· . · 

- :13th International Aids Conference :persmg of the cloud of ·despair. that.' · MeanwhileJ,j:ht~e '-foreign. , d,ele-· 

• 

['-, ,iJi Dilrbari'yesterday. .; ·' _ · was currently'.present here.• ·-~.:~~·\ '-'gates''f:~ttehdmg~:ilie .. World . 'Aid~ , 
· '~ [ j: • His address was ·eageiy" awaited, ' "The c:erta'.i.ntyi: ·that' 'we .. wduld"' Cohfe~lice in' Durban were mugged · 

<J 'because 'he ' wa's '{-- e:icpected . to . 1~chie:ve a _hett~~'life'foran:o~~: at~e~ee~el!if. ·O:-:~ir := -' .. : . '." 
• ~ '.clarify his feelings on the i~stie here. . ple : is ohly· 'half-'a!doieh '."years'! Old! ' ,. A: Japanese·:sci:ent1St, Dr -Shandu 

...., : · . However, ·· Mbeki 'may · have also · ~ :Per:sons offen.o1~rii~!Jin~te;wfiaftAfl · :· Tamazaki, '- ,~hB;Jdst _his way after 
.Cl :sparked furtller .controversy with ~bJ '.~chievei:l: wiilim;a"passing· daY," feaviiig'f_l!, tl'B'ieh)ast night;. 'was 

this 'stateme_nr that' ·:we could . not . . ,, .. r ; • ,,.- ~ • ' •• ',~e -~a}di .. :PL!:~'.;·'.:'><:""'. ' :.' ., " . · ... att:ac~~'h\.~i?~f.~\}'est Street_bfsey-; -T 1blame the high nllll!ber of deaths in . · , · '··'•";"''Ptc.TURE:~DE'IJa · ~· . One of 14~· hjghlights~of the spec- " era!· youths: w,Pp:,,ran off .with his · 
~ :olircou:it:rYonastiig1evjtusaloi:ie". · Pre~i~entTtiabq' Mbe~i ofiening · Jacui~·Ji.±.ldZf~t~ffu~~} o?,lf#..P11? w~ef~t·~ ·· r'.i.,~t~: ·t . . .. . · ;. . _ 
~ 1- He said tJ:iere was no subs.tance to the . XIII International Aids · ~.ce,re~o~y :w~·an. ~~dres_s~p¥'~.~~~ . · __ I!J. · }11~ ' ;~~~9pd_ ,~ci!fe,nt; an 
\ ) the allegat10n that. there was any C , · · o"' " 'I . . _Johnson (11), ·the. longesbmrvivmg American >]Ottrnahst, •;Ms . Ulysses 

f 
. hesitation on the part . of . the onference in, . urbap. ast-rnght . I child with IIIY.Nk8~i was born \'Vith Tbraza"; was!'.;:~hlkirig '· fo ·-Palme} 

~ 
,Government t.o ·deal with the pr~b-. . . . , ~'-;~:~- "-;'·> . ·, _· Hrv.~ .: .. · :• :, ·,. :,'.;:;)-;. , ,'.·Yr'.·1:>"· : sttl~<af ~B~ .. J_~sl~:ciay ,\vhe~ ·. a. 
~lem of I;IIV I Aids. - . . . re.t~o"'.iral~ .. wer~ . a .- ~uffici~nt ~ ?~'. ~~?: . ':,We . . ~.'norw-¥i~un_i.~ }_6-yea:;-01~ Y,:? ,~,sf!rt~ed her:~d-

' ;c'. "~lti'' quoted· the . WQrld .'Health response fq 'a1health catastrophe, he ·bemgs, we can .w~;we can,talk;·we-' ·bag, ~· >i ;•, -5~ ,- · ;'._ ·. - . -.,. 1. -

Organisation's 1995figures on gfobal · received respariSes'fr6m several ·sd:' liave hahds]usfl.ike.~my one'else'.,We Poli~:: who. were, on'· patrol · giwe 
. ' mortality, saying that poverty was entists. "'.'Some '"emirient scientists ate all the S1;lIIle'.'~ .. ; \- : '' -- -_-,:. ,-.,. ~ ·;' cha~~ ana arYestea the youth. -"' 

j
. .the wo~ld's _big~est }~ill~r.- . . . . ct.ecided to resi>?rt!i · tp_-o~ · h~IJ.le . ; _:. ~~ ais.<ipille4 {ot µ)e ®~~.';J1.P7~J}." ·p# f!:ld9y'.)B#it !Ms ·;Em;kal>10a · 

' On his .quest10n 'An ~hether ~ .,n;quest. an~ used_ th!,!J! 'e,xw~~seto . · t_o.1P,~e .~afin~11t'. ~c~~ss}}Z!,~:~~)~~' '.)65),::~~\;'.H~JJ;n~~-:~fl:S ~~~g~d 1Il . 
. , caused Aids, ~IV s~~~~e shoUld ·. ansv.:~r o~ q~~~ti9p.~._ Tlie~ .~ere~'> P~r.~ ?Y,itli~ ':W~ , ''./~e.~ ! .qoy~~l,?-mFI,1! · .-· tp.~-~'.~?.nf~r~:~i}Jf~,y.:~ll·'~jte~t '.and · 

-.-· .;~~~t!0e~r;_ ~~t~~#;·~~y Via::,,-r:~~~~~~~;~M~~~~e~~i~: -:;~~;~~1~~~~.~~1~~f~r.···::~~~~~!~~\i~~.~~:1:~~~ 
:J"'"\ ·sothateveryone's·v01tewasheard. quest10ns.". · ·,;.;"". ' ,. _• . ·f Earlier :Ms Wifin,1e .Ma:<iikizela- · dfen;rw.ereJ ippatently myolv.ed m 

:1:' ' "The· qbestion· ' W,'hicn'.} .. ~d ·.!he. · He.'S'aid one ,~(~e t1$gs:the sci-~---M~del~ };~ip.cised tlie. GO~e~enf"-f:li~~~¥'i11'" ~i-t'-~f"· ~·· ·: _·.'o:.- "~" •· 
. /~.; ,.Gover~e~t rai~ed-. wa~~akin" ~o · e~~i~t8- .would 109~ ·1!:1t~ ~.a~ ~~,re~a-"~ .f~r '~not takingHIV ~~ids ,s~riol}S~Y" i'. ..• ~f;o~s~~'~P?~e_spi~ ~.aptain ,ViSh 
lC:!.j ·;~av~ cnnp1~~ '.ll1~1 gi:~?Ci~al ~s- ~ ~ility of HIV fi~~~~; ·'fh~ ssien~!S ,1~aJ'.m~ .. "w~ - ~eY>'.'}t w~~ --~onp~~ ;~N.~t!~,~~~.~~~}Ji~~~l~g~te~ tp.11?-r_. 

conduct." · .:'l " - ,.,n,. ' ,.. would report back to- him at the end "'- south yet did riothmg". ·~ ·~ ti,. ,i,_ ·~ - 'Aids ? cdriferepce :.'.:were ··a:dvised"to 

/ 
i He said th3;t. V,,Heb. he.-.~ked ~hat -of the year. - -, "';-~r "~'./ i I· _ . , .-q,spe~mg·.,-a.f : the' start'i~r ?:.tile .' ·sfic1(f6getn1fr'.\lii~.gioups ··4fld:_aV.{>i(l . · 
:coqld be done abqut HIY/ Aids and · Mbeki also sid&step:Ped, the· issue '· 'IT~atment -Action Ciµnpaigi}f.(Taq)"'-wal,ld~~\qn 'Jheir'19"WP.~p~cWady \ 
,whether safe sex, condoms and anti- of anti-Aids drugs and'the issue of' arid Health Global Access Coilitidn '- afnighftC"·: ~n?.<~;;r~~~~i.:~ ·,t;-''' :·. · · : i 

~I . ' . f . .. . l . ' . - · ~ . .'.~·:~·~: : .. \?'\.~S· .. ':;::- . I 
• 1·. • i-~---4 -~" 

! ;)I'" . ···.:.-':. t.t-··'" - -- --~\~ - ..:.;..r . .. ..-!: .... .._~~ ... ~~~" ~ .-. __ ; __ ~ J . ·: .... 
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Youth most 
vulnerable to Aids 
Bv PRUDENCE MBATHA 

correct condom usage by 
specially-trained Love Life life­

IT WAS a truly glittering skills educators. 
moment when African- DJ Rude Boy Paul of YFM 
American movie star Danny said that young people were 
Glover arrived at Durban very negligent and that they 
Station's platform 16 yesterday should start being responsible 
where the Love Train is stand- with their sex lives_ · 
ing, in a bid to show his support "But, of course, if a girl is 
for Aids awareness. raped, then it's a completely dif- : 

Flanked by Dikembe ferent story where she has no i 
Mutomba, NBA basketball play- control over whether she gets , 
er for Atlanta Hawks, Glover the virus or not. That is why I 
said: "I know the epidemic think the excuse that rapists use 
mostly affects the young people about women wearing short 
of South Africa; they are the clothes and asking for it has to 
ones who are most vulnerable. I stop. I believe a woman has a 
am here to show my support, right to wear whatever she feels 
and to fight the struggle for our comfortable in," said Paul. 
children." SABC 1 TV presenter Miss 

Glover also had his chance to Thembi Skhosana said she feels 
sign his message for the youth that with the Aids awareness 
on the train, chat and sign auto- message coming from 
graphs for his young fans. celebrities and public figures, 

Radio deejays from East Coast more young people are going to 
Radio, Y-FM and GHFM were all . heed the message that Aids is 
broadcasting from the station there, because young people 
and Ukhozi FM kept the visitors look up to these people. 
on their feet with the music they Glover also said that South 
were playing. Africa is the most appropriate 

Pupils from Uxolophambili place for Aids awareness cam­
Secondary School and paigns such as LoveLife and the 
Wozanazo Primary School also · hosting of the Aids conference 

· had their chance to be educated as the epidemic is at its highest 
about relationships, sex and here. 
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Aids 
debate 
is 'free 
speech' 
MBEKI DEFENDS HIS 
QUESTIONING OF AIDS 
AIDS stand is a freedom of 
expression issue, reports 
Nicholas Phythian from 
Reuters in Lome. 

S
outh African President 
Thabo Mbeki yesterday 
defended his decision to 
open the Aids debate to a 

dissident group questioning the 
origins of the disease. 

And three American Aids 
activists, including a member of 
Mbeki's controversial Aids 

i Advisory Panel, haiied the 
president as a "hero" for 
encouraging debate on whether 
HIV caused Aids. 

Mbeki said the Aids debate 
was an issue of free speech that 
took on special significance in 
the context of his country's 
post-apartheid history. 

"Exclusion of ideas, simply 
. because they are different from 
:, mine, I don't think is very 
1healthy," Mbeki said during a 
~news briefing at the annual 
:Organisation of African Unity 
~(OAU) summit in Togo. 

· t Tolerant 

Mbeki said that giveri. the his­
tory of the controversy, he was 
not surprised by the outcry. 

Meanwhile, Professor Charles 
Geshekter, a historian at 
California State University and 
one of 30 experts advising 
Mbeki on Aids policy, urged the 
media to question Aids figures. 

Catch-all 
''Aids in Africa has become a 

catch-all name associated with 
malaria, tuberculosis .. . and 
other maladies," he said at the 
Aids conference in Durban. 

Often people in the developing 
world who lost weight rapidly, 
had a fever and a persistent 
cough and diarrhoea were clas­
sified as having Aids. 

"Let's be careful about the 
numbers, let's scrutinise the 
facts," said Geshekter . 

He was accompanied by two 
women who are campaigning 
for the anti-retroviral drug AZT 
to be banned. 

Ms Lynn Gannett told how 
she had been involved in 
research trials on the effects of 
the drug from 1987 to 1990, and 

"I think really people need to that she subsequently resigned 
be tolerant," he said. !"In;"our;·)becausei·of,,llie gross irregwark 
own case, just in terms bf the ti~~ she had \Vitnes~ed .. "' ';,_, ,, . 
political transition in South AZT was a toxic drug created 
Africa, we would · not have 30 years ago to treat cance1: ''AZT 
achieved what we achieved if should be banned immediately. 
we excluded certain views." It is life-destroying. It causes 

Mbeki was widely criticised muscle wasting and kills DNA." 
for including on his Aids adviso- She said Mbeki should be con­
ry panel the United States-based sidered a hero for promoting the 
scientist Dr Peter Duesberg, Aids debate. 
who believes the disease which Ms Christine Maggiore, who 
destroys the body's immune sys- founded the American Foun­
tem is not caused by HIV. dation for Aids Alternatives 

He also came under fire for after she was diagnosed HIV­
refusing to give pregnant positive in 1992, agreed. 
women in the public health sec- Maggiore said she was initial-
tor the anti-HIV drug AZT. ly told she had seven years to 

''At the moment, as I say, we live and contemplated a future 
are faced with a situation where of medicine, isolation and even­
there is not any prescription tual death. She started asking 
that has worked," he said. questions when she had several 

"We need to listen to all points HIV tests which showed differ­
of view because . . . here is a ent results, including that she 
world faced with this challenge never had the virus. 
for a period of 15 years now. Maggiore said she opted to 

"Solutions have not been remain unmedicated and went 
found and therefore it would on to have a healthy baby with­
seem only natural that whatever out taking AZT. 
point of view is given, we should "I want you to know that I am 
listen to it because we are all bat- not unusual. I know hundreds of 
tling to find a solution." people like me." - Sapa, Reuters 
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; ·, • " ~ ." , , t " •1tl . . ·~ < ·)~\:~(;~: 
A UN body h'as·calledfor a war of liber~JiJ.Ti~L 
against HIV/ Aids, writes Medical Repo~er:.~~~. : 
1 h 

i .B·1· ' ;J,,i~-.; ,.11 -~.\ , .. -:..11-&.• ~{ )~{.: ,. l'· ·ir~ ;.l ~·P.~ ~~~ ·.,.. .... l~f. s am eCnfJO.'r ~. , i/ , . . · , <~"~·.:N:.'"t: : ' 
r~> ,~ (;r, J:J;: I l-,#

0 0 ~· ~, 'L •-:,:·",,.•~··,;_·!:··,\\';if 
, " ~of.:Liberation ,is needed in a struggle 

.. 'Si~HIV /Aids, which hasJed to-~P,ny@ , 
. ,.. @s:8eing1herded'like cattl~:11fidJ{epdn 

. • . ' ·~ ,, {J; ' ~;"- " ' d " db'' 1 " 1 '"f;~ ' d' '. ·1· /c" 
: ~·- ~ i"·f· \t.!" .. 1:'ue an are y c g~e . .. , :~.,~-"'.t~t>·~ j 

____; , / Accq~~ilf¢.:to.P,~'.~rb,an Jonsson;-'r~wio9~'di\8C~o!. 
V 'of the · 'tedNat10ns Ohildren's F,und.(.l)nicef)[ there ' 

was a · .. ' to,Hi:ckie'itlie •epidemic .on 'a "miichtiargeii· 
scale'. '~g~M:tl\e ~~e:pf V~icef?~.;pt~~~s~~~gl~ . 
Nation · 1r~p6rt,"Jbnsson said ili 'Durban~·yester,," 
d th">J!J.Gl.i:!·Wt..'ii'd . .-, "1t"!t (t· "·'n." " :- b. d"·'\'J,:«.~• .. +,J. "Ii ''"' . ., · ay a~ '1:11e..fl.1 s .s1 ua 10 , was so a .(m,iipoor:coun•;. 
tries like' Kenya that guardians of Aids~·\)tphans ·paid .' 
a person to keep children in a roomh 'like 'cattl~" 
during the day when they went to' wor~: ; , .~'. > ~ .. · •. •. 

The report, to be rele.ased at the 13th Iriternatiol}~ · 
Aids Conference by Unicef . executiv,e. dire<::tor ;>i Ms 
Carol Bellamy-today, sheds light on.the s6Cial.forc¢s. · 

· behind ' the ; spread of HIV, particularly" amo:q.g' ''.the 
l3-to:24 age group . where· infection'; fovels ·~i.haye 

' reached crisis' 'levels: The report folirid,..:that~HIV. 
infected' six people Under the age of 25. every.ni)nutes . 
. Jons~;on 'said what was shockhlg was~ th~(O.es~ite'. 

huge·awareness campaigris; a large nfunlier.
1'6f'.'gitJ.S 

still did not. believe that men 'with HIV cofil.d look'' 
healthy. In Chaq., Niger .and Nepal.~tpii('~oi~tJ.:tlit~,q~~. 
80% of girls, the report said. ''A sniiller.~niunbe1:fof 
girls (50%) ill parts of Africa c~otbeiiev~ ::Y6u .eaQ " 
contract the virus· though sexual irltercour}le; .ThE)y '. 
do not understar\.d 'the basics of infection;?.' he added: .1 

· "Our response to HIV/ Aids must'be~ of a 'largell 
scale, a war of bberatfriri," Jop.sso11 s,aid/:.::: .'?r< "" 

He said in sub-Siiharan Africa airuru~ited tiudget, ' 
was 'available 'for' armed 'confliht , iliatf. ;ll.~d ... k'illed 1 

200 ooo peoplfl in the past year." "~Y(~us!nas'kilied ~" 
. two million people - 10 times more than arme~ •'con: . 
. flict, ,anqJheretore deserves ~o t~~~.m@~I~e~q_qrces::~ ' 
The difference between that wat1M,d ,the war: against' 

·.the _epidemi~ is iha~.~e all~~ed ~~·~~*~~.~~~~·to die~ 
before we attacked. . ,, ,, ,. . , ~, :.\ l,c .... . ... · i 

Jonss9n said one of the big'ge.stcl'iall~ngesfaairtg ' . 
the ' continent wa's · for Afrii;:Mi ' g~>Veri:Urierj.ts~·.tb . 
beco.me 'operationally. prep~g\,~o. ;~$pond.Ji?.: th~ 
general demands of the people.J:i;he~~ .nef:l'cls t~, ~e .a . 

-1~ be~"."een tllE\lneeds of ili~;~~PlfMc.~~u:Ai!Y, 
level . and . the preparedness!( of; .. goverrub.ent at' 
national level. Gov~tnmentS mtlstjwork'.olfr liow, 'to .. 

" c~ann~l ·il1~rr i re's9Uices '. to.''14t~~~tr~;~~~~l!fO,r.:;µye~ 
community. ·mv I Aids is a communify issue~.:· . ., , ; 

. ~He said Unkef's 'approac~·~o tii~,~pidei)!i~;?iJ!lS 9)~t, 
tliere W.Quld not be a second chance. ·''.Go\lernments· 
have' to'1.J.se therr resources 1.omorrow, not. ·the next 
day because we do not have time," he said. 

Unicef spokesman Mr Neville 'Josie said· young 
people ;would start to.play a role .in .the fight against. 
the epidemic. Jonsson 'said many yoi.tng people . in 

.. Africa were giving up hope, quoting his experience in 
Malawi '.'where young people have said that they are 

· ,all:goipg_ tci bpcqi;ne• ipf ected. sogner .or later~· : ... · • · · 
,,,. He said 'the, establishment of · extended families 
wotild qeip curp the Aids orphans problem in Kenya. 

\'' ':Yquth Pi;ey~ht~on ' is o~e .of our five prioritl.es. We 
also believe in' tpe ;strategy: of community' capaci\Y 

· devefopment to understand their own situation, to· be 
able to analyse where they, have a problem ahd capa­

'. bility to take action and also to monitor the result of 
theactioris." . ,· ·' '..I., m 1V"'· ' • ' . " 

\ I ,11) 
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Your Views 7 

DAILY NEWSWEDNESDAY JULY 12 2000 

IT IS YOUR PAPl;9, TELL'. us: WHAT YOU 
THINK: AT P.O. s·ox 47549, GREYvILLE 4023 

OR FAx (031) 308-~l,11 
OR E-MAIL DNLetter@nn.independent.co.za 

The Editor reserves the right to shorten and edit letters. Only letters with the full 
·name, address and phone number of the writer will be considered 

Aids ·caused 
.· . . ,.J ..... 

by ignoran~e 
. '.·:·t' .. 

I
T IS rather erroneous to imply that 
Aids is an indignation from GQd 
towards His very own. Such a 
loosely-thrown insinuation. reflects· 

fanatical beliefs with no scriptural 
basis prevalent in our society. What 
such people are saying is that God 
enjoys pain and suffering, that He is 
hell-bent on a•:enging wrong-doers. · 

Individuals are living lives they have 
chosen to live - an inherent birthright. 
On a more realistic note, otir calamities 
are either self-inflicted or inflicted by 
fellow beings. 

The Aids disease is rampant, owing 
to ignorance and unrestricted life­
style. No person wants to be told how 
to live his or her life, but we need to 
take full responsibility for how we live 
this very precious life. A substance 
abuser and a nicotine addict know 
fully well that the very addiction is 
itself a death sentence. Similarly, if we 
do not regard the Aids virus as a 
serious life-threatening dilemma, the 
battle against it will be a lost one. 

Any person who know.ingly inflicts 

on an urum~wfu~·person the virus, is 
no different frOri{.'a cold-blooded mur­
derer. But when a child or a partner 
unknowingly · becomes infected with 
the virus, are they convicted sinners as 
some would like -to believe? What of 
those who are irifected through blood 
transfusion_? .· _ , _ 

The implications of promiscuity, 
multiple partners and casual lifestyle 
must be made known. Education is 
vitally important if we earnestly desire 
to bring people i:iut of ignorance. 

If more financial assistance and 
incentives were given to community­
based projects on a national scale, the 
lesser the onslaught of pestilence 
wollld be. . 

Come on Government. Your long­
term investment should be the 
citizens .of this country. Their well­
being should be your priority. The 
Government cannot continue to 
depend on NGOs when they manipu­
late the purse strings. 

Ms PREMATURA SINGH 
Durban 
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Sponsored Feature LOVEllFE 1HE MERCURY 
Tuesday, July 11, 2000 .7 

KERRY CULLINAN 

FUNERALS for the young and 
gifted are held every week. 
We are burying teachers and 
politicians, trade unionists, 

doctors and students. 
This year alone, we can expect 

some 120 000 Aids funerals. In 10 
years' time, the epidemic could 
daim up to 635 000 people in a sin­
gle year. 

The impending catastrophe ers, a decline in savings as families 
use up their resources on health­
care, and by a reduction in govern­
ment investment in infrastructure 
as its HNI Aids spending increases. 

While it is too late to save those 
already infectedby HIY, there is still 
a considerable opportunity to pre­
vent new infections among teen­
agers who are still learning sexual 
behaviour, and are thus more open 
to safer sex options such as con­
doms. They are our future, and 
they are the focus of the national 
LoveLife prevention initiative. 

Overall, at least 3,5-million 
South Africans are already infected 
with HJv, a disease for which there 
is no cure. 

The best-case scenario predicts 
six million South Africans will be 
HN-positive in 10 years' time. 

There is an impending catastro­
phe. And it is our youth - those in 
whom a nation invests for the 

future - who are bearing the brunt 
of this catastrophe. 

A recent survey of students at the 
University of Durban-Westville 
showed that about 26% of women 
and 12% of men aged 20 to 24 were 
HN infected. 

In students between the ages of 
25 and 29 (mainly post-graduates), 
the figure was 36% of women and 
23% men. 

About 60% of adults who 
become HN infected will do so 

before they turn 25. Young women 
are particularly at risk. 

Easier 
Physiologically, it is easier for a 

woman to contract HIV than a 
man. Young girls often face sexual 
advances from older men who may 
already be infected. 

Thus, almost three times as many 
girls as boys between the ages of 15 
and 19 are becoming HIV-positive. 

Destitute Feroza 
finds a place to die 
ANSOTHOM "I think it was probably better that way. I would­

n't have been able to pick him up or feed him,• she 
IT IS impossible not to notice how thin Feroza says. 
Mohamed is. The several layers of clothing she wears Mohamed's face immediately lights up when ques-
falls to protect her frail and disease-ridden 27-year- tioned on Ismail. 
old body from the Highveld winter. "It Is imponant for me to know that he will be with 

Mother of six-year-old Ismail, Mohamed arrived at me in my last hours. I'm fading away bit by bit. 
Nkosi's Haven, in December HIV-positive, destitute, "I prepare him every day. When I told him he 
shunned by her Muslim family and three months would have to stay at Nkosi's Haven with the women 
pregnant. when I die, he said I needn't worry as he would stay 

Nkosi's Haven is a Johannesburg shelter for HIV- with his friends. Then he looked at me and said: 
positive motheis and their children. 'Mommy, I'll pray for you. You won't die.' " 

"I lived in a squatter C;imp in Germlston when 1 So, why has a 27-year-old Muslim woman risked 
read about Nkosi's Haven in the newspaper. 1 was beirig shunned by her community rather than keep-
very ill and wanted a place to leave my child when 1 ing quiet about her HN status? . 
died,• Mohamed says, showing signs of fatigue even "I felt I had disgraced my church and could sense 
though the .interview has been going for less than that people wm lookjng at me differently when I 
five minutes. went to mosque_ It used to kill me and I thought I 

Last month, Mohamed was rushed to Coronation had disgraced Allah. 
Hospital on the backseat of Nkosi's Haven director "But my need to feel free was much greater. Free 
Gail Johnson's rickety Fiat Uno. from this burden 1 was carrying inside me. Obviously 

"I was bleeding and it was chaos when we arrived I contracted the virus through sex, but I don't know 
at the hospital. Gall was shouting, trying to get the from whom. 
nurses to come and help me. They wm concerned "I have no contact with my family. Both my par­
about me, not aware that I had already given birth. I ents have died. My time is short and I am sleeping 
told themfthat something had .come. outJ!l!)d slid . a lot. .. · 
und . · · tP..e~r ,, ,~ -.:,1:\ .'_.,:~r,,:;i'"'-; .' · ~~e. have l~three .. women in a short time and r 

N . ~ed , the _ premjlture;~i1i001 : ¥rte>WI~~p~thesameroad,Th~women 
unde , ]J'ie\Scdlt: ~He ,w;is barcly•bt$~ :ap.,<J • ~ mY family ,and the Only place I will die is here. I 
gave up ~-~t aiew·hi>UIS later •.. .i, ;,,•,1>/.. wish I could lig\rt; butl!iµ ~of fighting." 

r-.,,...,.-w>::: .,,. . . ·- .,,;. '.' , ,,, ·~~-~· .. 
~ - ,, •] •" ],_,,__~ 

This figure evens out in the 20-24 
category. 

Young people are also losing 
their parents to the disease. In five 
years' time, about 800 000 children 
under the age of 15 will be 
orphaned by Aids. 

In 10 years' time, there will be 
about 1,95 million Aids orphans. 

Many orphans will end up living 
on the streets where they will be 
vulnerable to sexual abuse and thus 
toHN. 

Feroza Mohamed 

Orphans' educational opportuni­
ties will be reduced, and a lack of 
parental support and guidance 
will mean that many will be 
more likely to develop anti-social 
tendencies. · 

While poor households with few 
reserves are hardest hit by 
HIV I Aids, no one will be un­
touched by the epidemic. 

For businesses, however, the 
most significant costs are likely to 
be indirect. These will arise from: 

0 lower productivity as a result of 
sickness; 

0 absent employees who are 
either sick, caring for sick relatives 
or attending funerals; 

0 lost skills, training and recruit­
ment costs. 

Cost 
It will be costly for companies to 

retrain highly-skilled employees -
15% of whom are expected to be 

HN-positive by 2010. The markets 
for certain goods and services -
especially non-essential goods -
may decline as households have 
less disposable income. However, 
the market for health and funeral 
services will increase. But this will 
result in a greater burden on the 
state as demands on the public 
healthcare system increase and 
there are more paupers' burials. 

Economic growth is likely to be 
affected by the loss of skilled work-

All statistics from The Impending 
CatJJstroplie A res-0urce book on the 
emerging HIV/Aids epidemic in South 
Africa produced by Abt. Assoc. 
(South Africa) and published by 
LoveLife. The full report is available 
at www.lovelife.org 

The abc of HIV transmission 
ANSOTHOM 

EVEN though there is no cure 
for HIV/Aids, it is easily pre­
ventable. 

You can only get HIV if you get 
infected blood or sexual fluids into 
your system. 

Some people talk about "shared 
body fluids" being risky for HIV, 
but there are no known cases of 
HN caused by sweat, saliva or 
tears. 

To infect someone, the virus has 
to get past the body's defences such 
as the skin and saliva. 

U your skin is not cut, it protects 
you against infection from blood or 
sexual fluids. Saliva also contains 
chemicals that can help kill HIV in 
your mouth. 

HIV is passed on in the following 
ways: 

Penetrative sex 
Anal and vaginal sex are known 

as "penetrative" sex. Although pen· 
etrative sex is generally more risky 
than oral sex, there is evidence that 
HIV can be contracted through oral 
sex. 

Having anal or vaginal sex is 
only safe if you are in a stable 
monogamous (faithful) relation­
ship in which: 

0 Both of you are uninfected 
(HIV negative). 

0 You both consistently 

only have sex with each other. 
0 Neither one of you gets 

exposed to HIV through drug use 
or other activities. 

0 You or your partner wear a 
condom. 

U you have unprotected sex with 
somebody under 45 years the 
chances are one in five that person 
is HIV-positive and you are ai max­
imum risk of being infected. 

The only sexual activities that are 
completely safe are kissing, mastur­
bation and mutual masturbation. 

Oral sex 
Saliva helps to protect you dur­

ing oral sex. Oral sex is only a risk 
to either partner if there are open 
sores or blood (bleeding gums) in 
the mouth. 

However, it is still best not to 
ejaculate (come) in anyone's 
mouth. 

Pregnancy 
The HIV virus can pass into the 

baby if a pregnant mother is HIV­
positive. 

But not all HN-positive mothers 
give birth to babies who are HIV­
positive. With no treatment, about 
25% of the babies of HIV-infected 
women are born infected. 

The HIV virus can be passed on 
to the baby through breast milk if a 
mother is HIV-positive. But not all 

breastfed babies will get the HIV 
virus. 

Blood 
The HIV virus can pass from one 

person to another through his or 
her blood. 

However, blood cannot pass 
through the protective barrier of 
your skin. 

Blood can only be passed 
through your skin if you have open 
cuts or sores, but it can pass into 
your body through the mucous 
membranes in or on your mouth, 
vagina, penis, anus and eyes. 

Sometimes sick people are given 
extra blood through a blood trans­
fusion . 

In South Africa blood transfu­
sions are considered safe because all 
blood is supposed to be tested 
before it is given to sick people. 

The HIV virus can be passed on 
in very small amounts of blood, 
such as when people share razor 
blades that are not properly 
deaned. 

Injecting drugs while sharing 
needles can also pass on the virus. 
You can get infected by tiny 
amounts of blood. 

Aids is not spread by kissing, 
laughing, sneezing, coughing, hug­
ging, touching, shaking hands, 
mosquitoes, plates, cups, spoons, 
toilets, baths, showers or swim­
ming pools. 
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' -p· :RFSIDE!f]\..Mbeki ·cam,e,.1§.?er, .tie,e_n"~ou~'p.resiaeii\'s}Hi1a,tio!1:;_wi~h:'. 
· ,. fresh cnticism:from Aids activists'·' those who, m the face of all.reason and·. 

. . 'yesterday afier".°diJckirig an opp• :evidence, ·have 5oughi'to diSpute ·t11e;", 
-· - .ortunity.to•ffid a i:lam~girig.deb;- ·aetiology of Aids:"· · · _.. . : 
"ate over "the caiises" of the disea:Se~ '· '.• •. ·@ut the -gove"rnment 'S<!id yeste~day i!:. 

. Mr Mbeki; .who ti'as been attacked by. would~not apologise for. its. view .that:: 
activists. aricuiealth.experts for' appear-. 'HlV):ould· noi be lookect at as the sole:; 
ing to give credence to dissidents ~ho reasq_n behind the Aids scourge. 
denY.thatthe_HIVviruscausesAids, was Sp~akjiig at a press conference,· 
bac;k ii} the firing line af!er _his ope!1ing Health ·Minister Manto. Tshabalal_a,, 
speech to ·the! 13th :International ,Aids . Msimang' said the government would 
cOntei-enc'~ in p_uioon oii stihd# · · , not·responp to "narrow sect'orill.ageri-.: 
. f:!is eagerly awaited speedi "gave no· das and interests".' · · 
UJ.siglit-into whether·~·Mbeki believed . . ''.,Wt reit~~ate our view that it is inap:. 
thatJIIV:I~ ineviiab_ly, ~o''fac!S:: · ~ , .. -. ·.:propri~te·to-.blame everything around. 
.· ''I.was:hopihg~and,.prayi!Jg .tifat ·he -~,epidenlic.oh-the HIV virus,.'.' she'i 
wci.uld tind·a,way.tojgiacenµiy'llack out . saiP, ., · . _ ·, · 
of.this.inadne5s,{'.!said·_Mr:•Phil .Wtlsan;. ·'. :."Clearly .the·.-relationship between.: 
of ,the;AtriC;iri-i\meiiC:an.Aids iriitiaiive, •';HIV; anp·other social ills·afflicting ciui · 

"The house is on file and Mi,Mbeki is sOciety,::such :as poverty _and- disease,. 
sittihg aroiind trying'to.dedde·whether particularly. TB and STDs, is complex.· 
it was st_aitect by a lighter.or a inaich," \Ve'.reatfurn, unapologetically, oW:-.view.: 
Mr Wilson said: . . . :. . .. ·. thaq·coln'prehensive :resp6nse•in our: 

"He talks_abouf.a plan: ·He·:dcieSn't couritry_n~to reco~e this-reality.". 
talk about action. Tilis should have· . 'Prcif Roy·Ariderson, a renowned Aids · 
been' a call to· ai:tio11." . . . · . expert at0x£ord,University; said;he too• 
· -The Chief organiser of the coilference, ··saw-the_ s(ieech as a'lost opportiinity. · · ; 
Prof Hoosen Coovadia, said the speech ··"·I · wa~·::disappointed, ·to p~t .it· 
h_a_~ _<!;i5apP.f>iilte~·afo~ of pecipl~:~ : · bl':l!ltly;'.' he sai_d _ ~ 

P'AP ER 

SPORT 

~hirting tile 
Issue 
PAGE24 

· ii· "R28o lndVAT . .. I 

,,., FIN~Z·3~T'S 
_ ..L .. T: ~;,·•- ·; ~~ PA.GE.,6 . _ 
i..nTERS' ... : . .. ·.:'.· ·: ... '.·.·.·.· .. 9 
PUZZLES. & COMl(S ... 6 
RACING...... . .. ~· .. 22 

P· LONDON.- Pop star Brftney 
. 'Spei?n wants_ to.many 

Brltaln's:Priliie Wiiiiam 
after a,11)· : . , ~ .. ;_ "· . 

. After.weeks.·iJ.f;~lstlng·the 
shy overture~·ofth,e son of the· 
helr.-to the Biitl~h,throne, the 

. US poP. prfn~~sJ~ld a ~sh. 
newspaperln-a!:l~lntervlew 
yeitenlay thanhiNdea· of . 

· IJK~iijlng_a_r:eal p~ncess 
ap~le_d to her .. ·· . . 
."M~ Prince Wiiiiam? I 

wci!Jld love that," Ms Spean 
told.the-Sun. 

•:. "Aft~r all, wtl~ wouldn't 
· w~t ~o lie a· piincess7" she 
said, adcllilg that she found . P~l-'Nro_ ct'e,Et·_wio·. B. rtt~niAey}.{;~_·._·, ·:· .. :-_ 
the royal teenager "cute". rn 

· ·~.'I'm definitely going to 
Invite lilm:to a concert -1 
wouklJoVe him to come. 
_ ''''In.glad.he seemsHke a 
itot111~. guy. and I can . . · 

.. sym~thlse'Wt~ him," Ms 
· .. Spei!rS 1Nas quoted as saying. 

.' ,,, . ~~~~'e"ill~; Who 
· ; . beconiej'sorriethlng-ofa.pln-up 

: ·: · h1mse1f!ili' • · .· 
i .:. · • hl~.tay 11~a11~.':,~!>~the cf!art-
' .,_ ·''·tooillna:Slnciet emlerthls · - · 
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Mbeki 'has golden 
opportunity' oyer A~qs 

- • . .• ;.~-. ~ .fr'" 
PATRICK· LEEMAN 

PRESIDENT Mbeki has a golgen opportuni­
ty to make amends at the opening of the 
!3rd World Aids Conference in Durban on 
Sunday night after the recent cont'rciversy 

. over whether HIV causes Aids. . 
This:is the view of Prof Alan Whiteside, . 

. director. of the Health . Economics . an'd 
HIV/A.ids Research· Division at the Univer, 
·sity of Natal in Dwban. . . . . 

. Together with Mr Clem Sunier, chii.ir­
man of the Ahglo American ChairJ11an's, : 
Fund, Prof Whiteside is the author of a riew ' 
book titled Aids - The Challenge for South 
Africa, which was lat.inched in Dwbafl last 
night. . . . : . 
. Prof Whiteside said in an interview that-

Mi'Mbeki had a,n ideal ch3f!ce ·on-suii:day. .· PtffiJR°E:milvi"tt..\vwoob · 
to "put thifigs right" and issue a "wa~e-up" PRESIDENTIAl CHAll:ENGE:• .: 
call-to Sciuth Africa as to how the-govern- -: Prof -Alan ·.wh.iteside; :.a...:wqrlp~-~ : 
meni w!IS going to hand!~ the Aids-cf\sis. - · , 

Sciuth Africa's response tothe pandemic , authority Of!'l:llV/Aids'.' , ·. · ·• ~. 
hacp:>fe.n""inadequate"butw~impro~g. ' - . . r .:~· .. ::~{· ";;·· ·:··. 

· Prof Whiteside said there.was still a" lad< women against the VlrUS were also.subjects 
of ·p01itical leadership at eveiy ·1eyel in ~llich:_had·n()t_~beeh giv~n·,eri(itigh:attei}~' 
Sciulli Afriea im the.issue of HIV/Aii:ls. · ''• ·tion ih'SOuth'Afrii:a. ·,-·: :.-.,· ... :;.h> ~· ·i 

Subjects such a5 the sue of the problem,' 'Prof)Vhileside ~aid-· parents •showd tie: 
its pO!eritial ·consequences, the destigmati- telling theif'.c_hild_ren abo!o!t'HIV/Aids fiom: 
saticm of HIV patients and the ;,disease an early age. If i!_iey we[ii'[lci\ ~ble:to do )t;. 

. :itself, and ·an acknowledgemeJ1l_~i>f 0the· ·then the' schools shou_ld.'step in.'·· :•'· ' \: 
' ' c;r~ss:euttiflg l)ature of the disease were not _The Aid~ authority ~id he felt optimisti~­
. ;· , bemg p~qperly addressed.: ' .• >": , .·. abo_~~ t\'e ou!col!le ~f;the, co!1fe~enc~'{ . ": 

. ;.>;~A_,key:.1ssue IS ·the-s1tuati~n of Aids> :_He.said Sciuth_Afrii;a_h~c),saenl_!~\\\'.h?i-::'t 
. orphans: We have ·10-,get a· gi:ip '?I! !):!at, were·.arnong the be~t in th~v.;9rJCI:,; ··--~ ~-:,•.~.;!; 

• ~
0

7f F~·~~~%~i~he · prot~f~ .cif_ D ~~E(~o.P~~·E. ~~:?-F'.f:o<'.~~;F~··.;~~ 

: ~.Special IJJgI:rRoad::'$hpple~¢n;t:'. 
. :!.- ... :; r :n ... r.r:.-1.1:..:.L.n- _ ~ ·-· __ -;.:.,_~ -~~ .... ~: ..:11 __ "..J . . ~-- ~L: ~ ;: _?-'-- ;.·_- ~.t ~"-·~;..·-__..; . ·•.' 
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2 TuE MERCURY 
Monday, July 10, 2000 

WEATHERWISE 

TODAY IN KWAZULU-NATAL - -- .;J~ ; -
Coastal: 
Fine and wann. 

lN Risk for DBN: 
Moderate 

Wind: Light westerly at first, becoming 
moderate southerly. 

.:-.JL. Sunset Today: 17:12 
~Sunrise Tomorrow: 06:52 

Interior: 
fine and warm, but mild in the wesl 
'Mnd: Light ""5terly, becoming south.,,asterly 
to easterly. 

Tides for DBN: 
-..<¥"' High tide: 11 :06 / 23:49 
.../"'..,/' Low tide: 04:52 / 17:08 

Drakensberg resorts: 
Cold at first, otherwise fine and mild. 
\'Md: Light sootherly. 

THE REST OF SOUTH AFRICA 
Pretoria Fine 
johannesburg Fine 
Bloemfontein Fine 
Kimberley F_ine 

Moonrise: 12:58 
Moonset: 01 :19 
Fim quarter - Neap tide, 
/ulf8 

02/20 
01/17 . 

--02/17 
02/19 ' 

Cape Town Partly cloudy, with some slight showers 09/17 
Port Elizabeth Fine 
East London Fine 
GeoJge . Fine 

TOMORROW l'~-
Fine and warm, becoming partly cloudy 
at times. Mild over the western interior. 
Coastal wind: Light south.,,asterly. 

07/21 
13123 

~. •. 10/22 

WEDNESDAY ·_·;~ 
Fine and warm, but mild over the 
-..vesteminterior. 
Coastal wind: Light north_,,asterly. 

DURBAN YESTERDAY , : ~-~- - ~ TEMPERATURE: BAROMETER: RAINFALL: At Sam: nil a a aa a 
Minimum: 16C 1200: 101 5 millibars This mooth: nil aa a a 
Maximum: 21C 18.00: 1017 millibars (Average: 39mm) 

HUMIDITY: At 2pm: 73% Year to date: 551,2mm 
DISCOMFORT INDEX: N/A (Average: 1009mm) 

I) 
AUddand 

INTERNATIONAL - -~-t·~ I 

09/15 ~-- nm Rio de Janeiro i0/27 MoSCOw • 
Buenos Aires 08/13 Nai robi 09/27 San Francisco 14/19 
Hori9 Koiig 28/33 New Delhi 26/ 35 Sydney niJ9 
Loo don 12/18 New York 16/25 Tel Aviv 24/36 

~ca 33/42 Paris 11 /19 Tol<yo 21 / 32 

fOll ·TiiE LATEST WEATiiER FORECAST PHONE OB:Z-162 OR 082-232-4000 

NEWS 
CAMERON GETS STANDING OVATION 

Judge in special drug plea 
PATRICK LEEMAN 

A
CTING constitutional 
cou rt judge Edwin 
Cameron received a stand­
ing ovation from delegates 

attending a symposium on the 
treatment of HIV/Aids when he 
made an impassioned plea for 
Nevirapine to be given to pregnant 
mothers with HIV 

Judge Cameron was speaking at 
the Playhouse Theatre in Durban 
prior to the 13th International Aids 
Conference, which begins at the 
International Convention Centre 
in the city this morning. 

He said South Africa could stop 
5 000 babies a month from being 
born with HIV if the mothers were 
given Nevirapine during their preg­
nancy. 

Judge Cameron said the South 
African health department could 
do this "affordably" and the deci­
sion not to administer the drug was 
"unjust and wrong". 

Resources 
The acting consti tutional court 

judge, who disclosed both his 
homosexuality and his HIV-posi­
tive status last year, said the people 
of Africa, who were poor in re­
sources, should be offered the same 
incentives in tenns of affordable 
drugs to treat the virus as were 
available to the people of North 
America, most of Europe and 
Oceania. 

The vice-president for Africa of 
the World Bank, Mr Callisto Mad­
avo, said at the opening of the sym­
posium that the organisation was 
planning to set aside R3,5 billion to 
fund HIV/Aids programmes in 
Africa. 

The bank had resolved that no 
sensible Aids programme would be 
stopped for lack of money. 

"As long as Aids remains the fore­
most threat to development in 
Africa, it will remain at the fore­
front of our agenda, " Mr Madavo 
said. 

He said that not one internation­
al partner - the World Bank includ­
ed - had done its utmost to support 
HIV /Aids efforts in full. 

"All of us in the international 
community must do more - and 
not i11st \vith monev. 

PICTURE: ROBERT 
CALL FOR HELP: A group of Durban children joined thousands of marchers at Durban's City Hall 
vesterdav callina for access to affordable Aids treatment druas. The :h was attended bv more than 

US admits assistance 
to Africa is not enough 
PHINDILE NGUBANE 

ALTHOUGH the United States was 
committed to assist Africa in deal­
ing with Aids, it realised that its 
efforts so far were not enough. 

This was according to the direc­
tor of the office of national Aids 
policy at the White House, Ms 
Sandra Thurman, speaking at a 
press conference discussing the 
impact of HIV I Aids on the US. 

Ms Thurman said the White 
House was "very committed" to 
helping Africa, with President Bill 
Clinton having asked for an addi­
tional SlOO million (R685 million) 
for its assistance programme in the 
current financial year. 

She said there was, however, a 
need for more countries and the 
international business sector to 
join in supporting the continent. 

US Surgeon-General David 
Satcher, who hosted the press con­
ference, said he was one of the peo­
ple who was pushing for more sup­
port in Africa and developing 
countries. 

The Washington Post was said to 
have recently carried a story critical 
of the level of the US's commit­
ment to providing financial assis­
tance to Africa for fighting Aids. 

Ms Thurman said that when she 
visited HIV-infected children at 
King Edward Vlll Hospital in Durb­
an yesterday, "I was reminded we 
need to do more than talk - they 
need action, not talk". 

She was optimistic that the inter­
national conference would come 
up with new infom1ation to assist 

DR DAVID SATCHER 
'Pushing for support ' 

in the fight against Aids. 
Among the research findings in 

the US was that 46% of cases 
reported from July 1998 to June 
1999 were among African Amer­
icans and ZOO.ii among Hispanics. 

Young gay men still faced high 
rates of infection and between 
4 million and S million Americans 
fell within the "high risk behav­
iour" group. 

Meanwhile, a RZSO 000 Aids stat­
ue was unveiled at Central Park 
near the Workshop mall at the 
weekend. Deputy President Jacob 
Zuma, who unveiled the statue, 
said he had held a meeting with 
the presidential Aids advisory 
panel, which had given him "good 
news" that a vaccine could be 
found "within reasonable time". 

Criminals warned of zero tolerance 
THE oolice would adoot a zero tol- "The dele£ates attendin£ the 
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~SPOORNET 
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'·.~ ; · .. ~ 

. :,. . '. ..·,. 
·)i irili~ past ·t~o y~ars .. \vldiave . trade.-!Ir\an~'. ,spoorhet provided - ·· . ca~munities: 'ar\d relires~nta- the.youth in remote rural iirea.s. ·" 
' 'I leiil\iilfi escfilatioii.".ii{tile iium' ·.· ,. tWo ·Aids'. trains 'which' ran the : iives of governhient'and non-gov· ' ' We-are presently C!iScussmg' a ' 
"· llet·:&(-~peoplit dyin·g' from Jengfu'and oreadth.of th.e coun- _ ,erninentaLorganisations. Iilter- . jomt·ventiire wi!h-LoveLife, an' 
'HIV I Aids-"i-elated iilne'sses!' .'as:•'. try to: -., -. . ". actfon~between the.commwiities' organisatloil' that has done, tre-. 
well as ari:ind-ease'ih the i\urrit!e~· -- '..r:iProvide :a ';•conf~~en~e''on. and those' on the' traiil',was i'acili- nierilious\vork-ui. iriotivatffig ani:I 
of people liviil.g:wiihthe disease: ·_ raii"'facllity;.for. iiif'cirming, edti;. - tated'thriii.igh 'discussions, mini- educating. young peopie .in Self: 

:.·It' is ii!So 'horfifyin16ci: not!dliat 'biifug and cowiseilffig :comm tic' 'wi:irkshops'arid'meetihgs: -! ' help skills, and a15oui sex and sex-
' the ~youth'' are~ gloi.iiillY. the niosf ~';hi ties alongthe'rail network; '. ., ;; . The challenge for yciµni people uiility,' 'induding: Hiv i AidS. We 
' ·viiinerabl~ fo HIV/ Aii:ls.: ;- .:·•: ' · '':'. o Take':\'.HJV/Aids awareness _,was. to 'realise iliai HIV/Aii:!s is hop!> to'jointly nin a Lovetrain 
. ·For 'this reasoil'·: Spoornef , ;to '..·:outlying coinrrniiilties "not a·fori!ign myst'ery, bufa .local . that will travel to'outlying areas. 
- .·embarked' on support -· 'jirci., 'ihrough .activities· held· at· the reality.' This was·further empha- That will . . . -·.Rl·million. 

:'·~::t:M:;~1*~A~~-i!i:~~r~n~'.~i~~{ii~~~~i~~~~-~:i~~~-· ·s .;.:·: :·:,, ·> · ... -.~-· .. · ;:·~~<l~~~%~t~g~~:sr:~:~ .h~~;,~~;:, . '~r~~:0r~~ 
- :We,~ dr1venby.,the stark.n;iµ; .. : ,1ile.\V1th HIV /.Aids to share tJ;ieir, 'Spoorn'et, together with .to· ''love safely, 'protect yourself ' HIV I A1ds·awareness. This figure 

ibn that in' a decade the coun-:: cexperie'nces, fears· and hopes, the Sunday Tribune have . 3,\1d your partner8;'.." · _ ' · ; . · -, 'represents::'.aoo/~; '?f':..aur overiill 
·rry'mayhave lost a'large percent-. :while C!ispelling any mYths . spoh~oredthjs special . . .. Spoornet' has also contributed, ·corporate social-investment bud-
age of:its potential workforce and ·about the disease, and .• . Aids ·supplemeht: ·spoornet 'io ihe trairiiilg o(more than 450 .. 'get: Iii"lhe· 200o/,6{sociiil budget, 
)~a~.ers~ip, We, were 'con,cerr\e~ \· :-::i¢rea~e. an:~w~iiess:aino~g ; . executive· manager, · 'HIV /Aids'traihers to stippotjt the . theHIV{Aidsbudgei is R:fOS-mil· . 
:abou(the'a\'!)idabJe·Ioss ofliy_es; ;•.\Vorke,rs _a!'ld corilmimjties that - :corporate · .. ';ccini::epfo(peer ediicatiiiil·cih the lion;\vhkh~shows!how·sefiousiy · 
:whentlie_.disease'cciiJ.ldliekep'firt_ !.":a·:_: ;friehd/colleagu' e' with . ' ''• . : disease .. ·.,·_·'·-·,.':_ " - : :·, .: .. _·' ' ,we"'.view~our.':ro_ie_.:,ui. th.e_ :figh't.' · · " - · · ,. - " " _ comr'nuhications, Dr _ - ' -ch'eck , 3:. its· spread .'curtailea '_'.; .. ·H:iv !Aids;·iS still my friend/col- The succes's of· our . involve:· against the spread 'of . the pan-

~m~~~~;;J~.:;~.~:~~~; r.1z;:t~1~Afds ~aill ·~as inet in . Vela::,~ ::~~~z~~t i~~~~ains ::~i: t~~t!~~~Y.~:~:r~~ d~\V!c;will conti~ue to supjlort 
. -~n.'.;:1~~9;:w.~:i~i,g~~'f9r,c.es• ~;.QJ; {q~ge".·'J;ll~'·P~ ~~~ P.r~y101ds pres- . com·mitment' to an A IDS targeting-Young poop!~: This 'year. · oriianiiatfons.that,shareoirr:coii-. 
the':'' govern1!1e(l!'.§~~h~a1th;:an~i· ;ti.~<l.!lr;it. ,,.,N~J.so:n ·'':Man.d~~a· .- The· . · :outreach- programme. we '.will 'fcicus :on partnerships cern alioiit· the"thre~t. i>osect by 
soc1a1·welfare. departments;, the•; ,'trams· were ·met -at VarlOUS sta- ._,' ' . :_; '::,, . with:credible "Aids service.cirg1,1ri, ·HIV I Aids 't6' o\ir' communfties "'' 
officeori'.thesiatufof womenand' 'tions by '.'people' from nearby isatiohs. thaf'are workirig with \and:to the'2o'iin\rY.'s·econcimY:' .· .. • 

--;·1iM'& ~~-~·"AC'r1or:/{rfitwbRto A~o.'THE vrn-us 3 PERsoNAL srnR1Es 4/s wAAr.cAN w~ bo·?:'~01··ARJS-~~t;{l\1.D.~.·s_ 
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·;;-11 
J '.International AIDS: COnferimce 
g·t6··14 July)iit'erii'aii&nal <f6nvention centre, Durbari 

.... 
www.aids2000.com .DAILY· NEWS .WE.D_l\l.E,S[!AYJULY 12 2000 

· .. ·•· -·· 1"· . ·!··· .... , ,_ ... · =: 

.. ,~,~~!~:~;, ~it~r:mt '~·~e:OQoWjy·. 1i~11t1 
· G,~I:1:!?J~~~:Z~::J~~:~ .. ~v!~~:~I'!~'l1~;~~.~~:~~~~, ~'!~E!r~m~~=~,:~~~~:.~~~~i~~!. 
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b1IJ1on on Y2K,.but1~:,:_: .;,-~· · ·~I AIDS ~1ves .many f~ilies Th~ ci.µ-rent·PTPlect10~ c~q~·· !em; but had yet ~o find1a•way:(o . m~ty :arguably \Jas pie most '· ·~V(§ID_S. affects :people;;,m · .· Earlyresu),~!Q!;. ~ti· 
struggling to firid'$3~billion.' mto deepe~ po".erty, w_hile at : d_esp1te-dou,bl!!.•.abol;lt Pas!. fori;:· .rfl!Se the _$3-billion•ca1JedJor _by straightforward' access·;to_,·th.e . ~e~~qmst 'Proc:Jqct~".l!:Y;'T\;ofo 1rmtes>'.b)":W,1!.\l..\Y9! u!S-
." deid fo 'eorlibai-Ai8 -';'. ·: ; " µie S~f'. ~e P.OVeJiy_ a~celer •. : ~1o1s(!;_• of, t~,e;;rna_cr~.;~~P?.oirur._ .P_r :;Peter::P10t" ·the executive krnd of resource,s:th<itare need~ . jife,-\f,!JlOSt•. ~_u,irect1on~ ., qc_Cl.J.l: ?f'.Sl_.:.t~_att!Jje0!11<.! . c 

--~~ ':· . ; , ; "'")"·:·>:. :ites the sp~d of· Jffii·;' ·. : : ._:eA:._e<;(s ~f. )'!;ie~epldE!ml_c,-:,,; · ~,' ctiJ;ecto~.<;lf;JJNN,DS,;to co?1bat ed to slow the spread of HIV i , befgp;_:!f_e age c;>f 25)·apd;,affects unpac,tof;!:!N,f.,.µP,.. g-
. report Tu~i.F~~ce arn;t_.. · The effect'of'AIDS on econom'.:·•.;Mt Clillisto-l\1adavo, tbeWorld· 'Aids:· "Busmess,·has a cnt1cal . lt·was also announced yester- people<,:• tlirougl)·_ . : :reduced · nificant- enough 
.f4dele Sheve!.' ... '•'... ic. g~ow(h ·<µid--the. clo~e,;link :- B~ 'VicWili-es_igent' fo(;Africi\1/roie' to' pl~Y.·r~:Cari. 1;1se -its, fuflu- day th~at_ Mr James WoifensoJui: -eai:~gs :~·s; afesu!t of• illnlsJ?; 'ii;t?~9r:iia.t[. , .. 

'· ,-71f·· ... , ... between P?Vef!_Y, .~d-,.vD~. are t~'!ld .. earl1rnt111~ _wee)<;;~t. tl\E! 'ence, con.nect1op.s_and resources the president of· the W.orld Bank; . c~;qem311ds;~h_ighe1j e:cpendi- : up:.to;ll,,tl).i.n:J. . . ~1th 

N
ATIONAJ:. .weill\h )n · amgng the findn:igs.frqm a SYII)- ,IJa!}j_{:.·.\YaS•P.IJlPD~IIlg:a .$.?OQ:miJ;. to help rn t.!ie.f}ght.''. · , ·.was the council's ne"Y. honorary, tllllCig_n heal_th care and·p~ma-' adu!ty~ya,Jep._~.ra _es~of. 1_(1%. 
the countr_ie{~t nard- pos,ium. ,of .. ~e. li!ter:national.•;liop)'?aii~fundoto ~elp;_AV~cap~·. ('yfore,thilJ:l a.:•Y,eaj: ago, _United president. ..yolfensohn said the,{ ttrrf~e;,ith::The ~s.ult i_s a i:~u~: ·. Mt\aJ1!-'h_il¢;;.< v,:Hh . the·· new 
est:_by lllV/ Aip_,s will, Aql$ E~o.nqfiucs. ,Ne_ twork, Ja . ., gqv~_nun~n~;_P_,ay __ for.,e_ xpandoo, ,N~(1ons S~re~-General !\fr .battle agarnst AID .. s. W<!S one m.:,:. tl()l!:1!1 sav1~g_s.rates ru,i~.ciiJl~os. , pp~~s1d~n-~-;;md honorary. pre.;1-
be reduced· by_J5~'o .:to .· glqbal parti:i,er~_h1p back~<!. by_ . AJPS·p:ogi:~es.(,~ .:~ :-2' ~ e. Kof~ Annan c¥11enged \he:bus1-· · wli1ch every available ass~t·~4abl_e,~_!:o .. '!1~•:f; ·:· . . -;;·;·, ·t' -'-: . d\!ntp_qw•rns~ed, all· eyes will 

.20% over the n_ex~ )O ·years· •. UNAIDS i\Ild we World _Bank.· . jfyil'. !Jill R_?E\dY._the:~res;_g~~t ~.::ne_ss corn~~1ty tq _do: some- m11st be put to.vvork.. . -~·<, .. !hi~:'l~as1!J1.!'.'combmeji~effe,ct .be on,ti..i~ council to.p_ut-rn place 
because . of.·. •the -~·pand_e_m)c; .· · In South·Aff1ca, w~ere.an e~t1- . MTV"-Netw_o.i:ks,:IP.ter.i:iat1pn:jJ: thrn~ ab,ou_t AIJ?S.·. · . · · The·. council issued a -report,~ \n'.th~)o~g te.r,':t! 9f;~\!Cmg 0.e ·re11e~ed effort'.' ·to promp~ the 
according to new· research pub- mated 20%-cif people are infect- and the,charrmaffoLthe.GlobaJ_ But concerted efforts. by the assessrng the unpactof·the:epF,Jmarket-s12e for busmess~partic- .. -pnvate sector mto-.act10n, par­
iished by uNAIDSand tfi~Worl( ~ with ~: re~earchei:s)ofe- :l!\lsill~5s Council on.~8!V I A!J:if bu~.iness' . ~§inmuniiies to demic on business. . . .· f~ufiltiy;ih lfi#k.ets Ol1~i~e-0 the -t\c_aj~IY;.i:fl \:O~tries~_ heavily 
Ba:nk ~\i .released;9t'~e;AIQS , .ca~t th(lt groeys dm_nest1c product_ SlpcJ.Ye.sterday thf!t busrn_es~ was. r~spQnd , J:iav~ ,not: emerged; '.J'he. ma~ro-economic unpact· · bas1cmei;e~~~h(!~ of Jood,: h~l!§:' .aff~_t£; by,the ~p.1dem1c. 
'2000 coriference yesteroa:Y.'. '. - . '-'(GDP/will' tie !7%)ower by :iolO . ncif.il(iillg'enough to counter th'i\· despite the-exjsteiiee ·and efforts of' HIV I AIDS lias a· great 'effect\'.fug'.;fuld: energy, aiid =~ectµd11g: .. D Ade!f Slwv~l is reporting on 

.... j,Owe1)il:/,iJ.omLc,ajf~~aj\d .. ,,tti~ it ?.'.?U,\i(hav~ 1/~-~·wifi?iit .. '\~~e~-~~,';(:J'1~-,0: :'' :~ -~:::: {{cif.;_tli~;ciQ'ga'(~u~\n,~ss:v~iiilci!, .r on· b~iJ:ess -ifu:ollgJi ·. i~. )Iillu~f}9ti1Ji~Mtse~rav~ilable ro_r,i)fC{:; tM !Aw~ 2000 1tonierence for · 
rncreased:.poverty. ·thfeaten .. to .. AIDS .. Irid1viduat··families . will:',:. Busmess ,;spenL'.$25_0-bill10n. :. '.'Of-all the ptayersirn the~AIDS ence on markets; savrngs;mvest- ·; duct10n 'and: mvestment,, and• ·Business Report. . · ·; · .. .. 
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United States - · extremely high tilfect10n rate· -: l;th1op1a;:· '. '.'.. ··, ·. , . · ·· · ,,.:at.the Un!yer~1ty of~osarJ.<i·'..__.: thmg_that the ciiruerence'has- __ Virgin Islands. . Allcontinents sliould come. :·:.:; 
I ~.JI photographer. It's my here. I do.ncirki1ov/iflt y.<i!F•-'-"''IJIIS ~)!!Y t:rrst VisittcrSout!i --;Mf§ru'd~tSifu~iti'Chjn:g ;' ..;beeri'tirou~t tci South.Africa; , IN MY oouritry most of the together"and peilple should , _ 

Thousands of 
delegates arrived in 
· "Durban with a first time in Africa: !'in going :ch~~:-~YtJ:iii)g;,hut i.t will Arric:a'.;'b_ut IJi<jve·_atighE: · ,-·" · : 'A'!dS il]·,µiejr coqllliiirufy.:When considering the-raie"at wfuc!i'. · ino!)ey spent on HIV/ A!ds . . t~chother people about_the. 

· to Zimbabwe afterwari!s to put " 
on a plio'to'exhibit on the AiciS" 

. .; _ shared 
understanding: it:is, 

tiir1~!~e)-C::~~tef9n~e~:·. 
was"lheld,in'i.\frica'.:;.. ;. 

,~j:ir~~ 
. .· .. :: 

:the co11fer_e!1ce I will_ Iglqww.haqiappened. - · · ( '.'lfOJ>e_~Y. they ~ill sen.·therr: -<~·lot of,pre;co~i:rence; ·. . . · '. w~~ oth~~~ple"frolil'i1_thei- ·; . _ ... . ... ·. I~ that to;,, P.~~go_~-'::...'t -c-_, - . · 
. _, .. , , p_olll'., to !),ave . . _ , .. f •·:. · J. ~ :._-: • · · __ ;<dplgs;to ~ c~eaIM!r. Also,the'. . J~~erage; ~peciiilly_~Irl~e . , co_untri~~ ~:dciiiilf i# ~_!iii":~ · _"-i:o1*batth_e (lP!demif w~ nee<! ·. Af.b!r·!hlS ~ilfeEnce I will go gettl~~;ta·k"iiei~ the- · 

- ,, country a.little-~ 
better. These are a · 

selection of their 

!aken !!_~Olfgh P!Ctfu:esto put~ ·JUA~ .Pl;D~9,., ·. ·_ ·., -. . '. · . C!>nfef!!nce will:en_a~le people:. '-' pl'IJlt 111edia. The ep1dem1c ~- :'' fights:against.HIV/ AiCIS'.;-.:.,v. .. ~--- ·foJook beyond cul_ture. .··\9-Y!S~t th~ Drakensberg · .. ; 
.. tog~th~( a'iihot9e~!li_\t an.ct:r : 9'ilf -< .! ?;;~~;; /,- · _;: ,_:''· .. ,to W.t~ra;i:J_and ~li!3're.. . -. " · . · lietter .t!:lail';fiye, .:' :r,\vimt.t<?:~fu.~liliT . ~'.:·\~:A< w~ s~o.uld a1so p~vide·.:e- m2un~.and 1earr:i_ about.the,,;: _ 
wan~ to m~e a telev1S1on . . . I CA.ME ~~!MlC1%Jy_for the· ;• :·- :;)el'~~~~~-~-:Wd cqllectlvely.. y_ears ag~, · ':< ·. c·s.trategie;; th!!Y:i#e.a:iJd'MSo'toi·; ~11accmes and HIV /Aj_ds. · culture th;it we !We tie.;n told ": ' , . .-
p~blic service annow:icement conferen~-:~. i;; ~Y. f~t · ' .· COII\e-up.w1th a plmi of. acjjon. mostly beeailse · 1!!0ntribu~ hy;sH:ITTDg-0 i!J-.. _ ). treatment at a cheaper cost so much awut . 
w1thmyphotos,alertmgthe I · · t1me~_Afnca, _t, ,of the· ezj>erierices'itlourc6ilnti'y. . . . . · · -;~ . .-{· 
Americanpopulationabout , but' · JIJANJOSE .-: oavailabilityof As"ana.sSiStant-directcirooF--r. ·USAT,O.CKl'.EY ". . ._ :P.CtAYSTEPHENS: .. -· >'. ,_.. ·'· 
Aids. ulliortuna~elyI .A!"QentiQa··. _ . , . .-,ifl f)ffi'!Ai$ · - mentaihe"aitli ·'.united~~ · .. - · .. ·Unite<,J~es<-.:--: :- .. · · \, 

ALAIN RICHERT. ~;~;:~e~·.:_~~~~~~~v!¥~r~~?){1 _~,-- -:·-, j~~~~:dr :~e~tth?;:.~'.-~~:Ira!n~your'.;.:·~~~~~-;s:~:ti~~~ ' 
France . . . thecoriference I . love It The_,weather IS . '· .. ·.·• -.;;:;. thil.t-thein!Stake that .1 sex woi:l{ers<-. aeligbted to be )iere. From thiS; .. a,i_-e ajru.°ID,lllR':ll.~~ of ~~C"':'. -

. I A,M a"hiologistand I've never ~ ruii•'gii\!J.i{' , • ·-won_de~/m"_t;rgentii1;1-~'. . · ~- J;":: ij)iid~'.was that they do :iriC! eri.coill-i;:-ge . ;'i:iiilrerericeI hope to obtain · ' w'orld'and_uhle_ss"some drastic_~:-. .. 
been to Africa before. After the 1 . '.stfajght home. '.e\iery!Jbdy)snow's.that Afi'ica ·\-·:~n ~e)ifflic:tive therapy an_d l ':tlieriitci:tike~ . . ' T • • -upctates and- -~te~ ~-1'.1ken_::- ·. -
conference I am goin·g to visit Africa ha5'.th,e:higJJest irife~tii:m ·1 · · - ' has tJ\e liigilest- ~·f - f?':' · ! . .'precaa!io'\iS:>,We .i :newfindjngs ,il1',~m~~ .. ;':~ .. , . 

· · · '··Cape ToW!I. I- rate, thereforel~_in]{-that-1fs · ' 'rate of my·(-. ,._:.~ .. : ,Junderstand that _ _ 'Jilive'il'siliall · ._• \ about tpe- .. . t1!i5 ep1dem1~·:·," .. __ . 

-~i¥~~~~ . ~~~:*~t;lf7Zf~~00:to. -_ ·i ~fu!~~l~;;--~--~-·--· . :i£i~~~;~~:· ~fit~}~~i~~~~i;:). -~~~;:~/~"- :~~~f~?~{ ~. 
magnificent. I h~lp educate th~ nc~r:i-··, i- . , .. everyv.:hef!:Jq;. ·., ,1.eP.~<\_em!C- Q_9yemments_~eed to -So far y;e have"Qruy:ha_9. 324 · · ·.that this_ · -, ·. · ·.. . :--. I h_ope_.~~ · . ;-:; .. 

views. 

: -,.:. .. . - ~ . .. , 

{•;.. ·~· - .-

:;.:., 
~~-~~~=~ -~~~;~~~~~~J5£~~0Ji in 1 _ -.· ... __ . ~'.:~;~$.~tj·~1*;~J~0n.s,rnc · Ii?.!%~: r:~Jr0;~~tiW.~-2~a' :b~~ht:toAfri:~~::--~:-~: att~riding.~e:~¥~¥~:~7;· ,_. 

Loshnee Pillay and· . . - here. ThiS IS like .. ·sharmg .With tljem alltpat I< ' . '. . should be 5el!SlliVe to:Aff1ca. '.-,_-: ~'.tli~t-Mr:i ' ~.< ;_. ~mall pop1,lliiticiri1iike oi.u:S: ' . . . pe<)ple here _need thi,s th~ Il!OS!, .. tajte backto-pierr co~tri-~· : ~: ' 
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·f~'}\1at~s the pointof 
talking.etbout ·jt? 

.. :. - . . ' .. , . ·-·~ . :... .:. -· .. ·.': .:.'. --. ·, .. · .... 

8 
EX. is a natural p3rt i{f ,; . rf yo~\hink you are ready to we ark co~promisfug the future 

. ·w:e· and growing ._uiCit; '.~~sex, you need to make sure of oiiF,.c:Marefr;as)~~g. as there .· 
can be grel!t; ·.~ut lik~ all:·· yqU:·knOW What .you're getting IS derual Of ·the,.~Jact tl/-at :·, 
tliings_)n µfe·there.are<irifo: . . . _. .··:' · .... teenager$ are sexmil.ly.·active, 

also risks. · · .. . ·. Yciu may assume everythiii.g but do ncit have the information ... 
',The most obvio\Is risk associ- '.you· need to know aboU:f sex to guide'tliem and cannot' easily _ 

ated with sex is faiifug pregµant:'.";corhesnatirraJ.JY. but do you·reii.I- access 'contra:e:E!i>tion. or Sexual .. 
Nearly lia!f of all babies bcirn in .. ly'understand how a baby i.s con- health services.'" - -
South· Africa are born tci teenage · <:eived? In a 'iecentiOveLife nationally . 
parents. . . You know thaf boys ana girls repre5entative series of focus~· 

And there is· also the risk of are different, but' how much do group·discui;sions with teena·ge. 
mv I Aids. Most mv. infections you know about how the male South Africans, nearly tWo­
occiir before · the age cir · 20. and fem3.!e reproductive sys- thirdS cif .resl>ondents said 'tliat 
·Nearly 25% of young women terns work? And how do you violence, coercion and peer 
aged between 15-20 are already ·avoid getting pregnant or mak- pressure were features of their 
HIV positive.· ing a: girl pregriant? · . seicilal ·experience as teenagers. 

Most of these problems are lovelife .·national director, Very few spoke about love and·· people to become promiscuous. 
the ·result' of lack of informa- Shirley Ngwenya says, "Young· romance/· .'· · . ·. On the contrary, research .'in 
ticin.''Young people generally .people often find their ambi- Mosr'respondents 'said ·they ·Europeancountrieswheiesexu­
don't find it possible to.talk tci tions .as young people over- wanted 'to .~·able t(j speiak to al education in schools and 
their. parents about SeL. whelmed by their eagerness to their· parents about sex, but· homes is very exp4cit shows 
Teachers'are reluctant to call 'a. hiive sex. most leai-nt._about sex troffi.an evidence of significant delay in 
spade; if sp'ade' and clinic nurses.'-·' :-.. Teenage girls in particular older sibl.iiig or.their peers. . . sexual activity. 
arii well,kno\vn for their unsym- earcy a· heavy burden as a result "One of tne inain elemenlS·of "lovelife is looking', at yoilng 
patlietic attitude toward. any of· can . iinwanted pregnancy. ·the success Uganda is seeing in people's lifestyle, at popular ·cul­
teenager they suspect of having· They often end up leaving . reducing' HIV infection amorig · ture," says· Judi Nwokedi, 
sex. . school· prematurely to care for young pe{Jple in that country iS a lovelife meilia spokesperson. <' 
, But we know that sex . hap- the child and this puts an end to campaign. to open discussion "We are,harnessing the ideas. 

:Pem. The average age of fust· dreams about a better life." about' sex," says Ngwenya. and channel.S that young people 
sexual encoiinter arriong boys is · "We aiffi to open the topic of By demystifying sex, she says, ·find appealing· to promote the 
15 and 14 for. girls. :sex," says Ng;venya, "liec3.u5e one is nof encouraging yo\ing concept of healthy living and 

\ .. , ... - . . . 

· "-~a1/a1~ix~l1!:~~~i~:'.·~~~~~~~~;jt:~~~} 
M?iio'Bii.ii~si (W) 'went back fcir three HIV evefyone iri the li.ciuse '>::?'f,<;>' 

.. '~tie;gave·bi.i:tli;to 'bilk~betSe, '.who'. is now :~ff\iioliJ.dfilsfsii tliere.~ 
ii~ ~'old: .. ·::.::-,.-·· ~-'-.. ·._ ~--.. ·; ··· - ::-1t~w¥~.n1it~'i:orng~to 

.. 
-;: 
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·';.Sex love ..... . . . , .... •, 

:~- . ·.: - _:· 

, and life 

positive sexuality. about shared responsibility." 
"That . means we think that 'It takes two people to have sex. 

·.young people must be .encour- · Making that an accepted con­
aged to achieve their life's ambi- c:ept, Nwokedi argues, would go 
.tion,s. Pait ·of · doing that is a Icing ·way to reducing the high 
understanding the choices in levels of risk· associated with 
life and around sexuality.. ,teenage seimality. . 
Positive sexuality means under- - ' .·rt ·you want to talk to some­
standing the concepts of choice body .. about sex call the 
around sex - when to, how to, YouthLine 0800-000-001 (in part­
how to sayno, liow to really have nership with the National Youth 
a good ·time, and whilt to do if Commission) or go to 
you think you have a problem. . www.lovelife.org.za or write to 

"But· fundamentally," Nwo- loveLife at PO Box 45, Parklands, 
kedi says, ."Po.s\tive sexuality is 2121. 

· IT'S tough being young - your hormones pull one way - your head 
·pulls in another direction. · · · 

You can't talk to your· parents or other adults about much, 
because they just don't get it And when it comes to.the important 

. stuff like sex: YoU and your parents would rather die before talking 
about sex. . 
· Fact is even if you are not sexually active, thinking about sex 

talking about sex~ fantas.iSing about the ideal love is a: major pre'. 
occupation in your life .. /OveLife recognises- that 8ex is a big part of 
young people's lives and tfuit young j:leople need to understand the 
risks and choices associated with Sexual behaviour. 

Fact-is that even though sex is heatthy, fun, natural and normal 
there are some major negative consequences like unwanted preg-
nancy, seicila!ly · · · · e drop, and HIV I Aids. 

loveLife is the te a new lifestyle for 
young'South al expression, sh<ired 
responsibility an ,-

lovelife aims to~,.. und talking about sex 
and sexuality by !P.il · · gers have. sex and if 
they're notdoinglit: tit. . 

Let's get real, if you want to know, you have to talk about it. 
Being young is about pushing the boundaries and loveLife is tak­

ing it to the edge ~· iin television, on radio, on the sports fields, in 
. the niteellibs, the sheree~. townships and villages - loveLife is . 
there. _ · 

It's ·your life. It's all you wanna be. 
For more information cin lovelife write to PO Box 45, Parklands, 

2121 .or go to www.'lovelife.org.za · · 

R~ports by 
Health-::e News Service I 
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. : '-.r -u~reak:_:the-_-Silence DAILY·NEWSWEDNESDAY JULY 12 2000 . . -! . - ..•• ~ - ... . ., '• - . . . XIII International AIDS Conference 

-.. -...,. __ "::-.__· .. :,._: :~_-.. ~'"~. _::;_~··~··· .. ~·L:;·.. . , .. 
-.· -,. __ ~ .. , .. ;:.... .., ....... - t -~_: ~-. 

rJU-rban-lmpress~d t>l:}f~i1·q~6:,~i~~~'j11d,'.,~hj;~S9n'g 
The 12 000 : ~~~CTO:~ ANY~v~ ~:~*'f'.\ :~~~~' ' :.:n;s,:·~':t~~.. ~~*~~AJI' . ~=~ADIOU ' 

delegates to the 1 .THE conference ha.5-beeil :''•,. · .THE coiifererice-has been - - '' -I' HAVE· really enjoyed the I JUST arrived yesterday. I HAVE been impressed by 

13th In. te' rnatl'Onal I • wcin~erful aii§w§_il;t\?3_'.~-'.''i~ Jaiitast_i,S/f~eon~:thifig~~: , ~-- :·coriference .. President and I have been very the way thlngs are gomg so 1 -- organISed. The secunfy•nas ·" ithat has:unpressea me the - 0
. • T-i:labo·Mbeki was very firm Unpressed by the way far. Even though I have not 

.... i~,~;;~%1 ~!~r&&~ ~~t.!!t·: :~~~if;?]~ ~1i~~r:r ; ;;~eit'97 . 
. . the'.maln ,:-;-- 8_r:lj()ylng ., j : ~.d inJ;?f!!l.~y_e: ~'!Ji!..".~:119_;:;~~ , a,t?Ollt'.¥!d-~1ss~h ~as·_':) ;J:fP!·~d AID~ 1J1Stead 9f og __ ,ibQkijig forw:µ'~ to~j: '-: 'country tkciu5e·J am -

tH~Kj:sel_v~: llj'ey_': : ju;.t:~p~ort~~~~~rg~~~~~e4~~~-~-'./s_ ~ ~ili-~\. i think,~-~t~)~~~fWei:~~~t~{l~~r. -: :~~$.§erictatio:tif;]b;~ ~~~~~~~~~0ib~ · • Afric:a'.,Tfi~i~Ji~J:fs~~~~:~l11~g~~a; co~e~.ici~ ~v]i~r~~!~~%~ ~at the 
·!b:·- ._ - fi-t' : . ·., f : ·'· .1 ye_~!~_~aY:)wol\]d_ jiave-1,o".~ t_o attepcj'the: :,_l).~ve been too_~ec!Iinql !Ill~ n~t v~:y·ll~lpful. ·.·d!:ie:V::~r~shops;t[\_be,;.lll).Pr~ve<!-:'I'.hey~e~ , • anci'iamtea'ny,Jookfug forward to ilie days conference has been·yery lie_Jpful_ 

are\ ,~~ne ,LlnQJ()rT.l ( ,01>e,mp~·ceren:iony;~d lj_ear Pres1dyn~,Thabo • :Asfor_Pres!~e_11\,Tha'12Mbek1 s·s~h. I:· .re~~~1sl'lp~mtmg. But overan, I think tliat ahead/·':·· -_ _: ~-- · · ''"'' '-·' "· .· i. • _ ·-.:,. 
• .:,,,thershariri·g -of 1, ~ek1,sJ_>eakBut anyway, I am hay

1
mga , ~_!! w?~g,l!_e very arrogant~fi~e to<: --·~E'.piprerence has bee_n fantastic. ' · ,:~_L: ,., ; 1, t ·.:

0
-:,. 

:_~- -. kno~ledge, : ~~~
0

~:~~~~re~------~~-~---~:~~~~h4~'.·_~ .. -----~'~i:.~- .. -~.~-~::'g~~--,.--~~,~z--~-----.---------------------------------------t.:·f_:.. ___ _ 
experience and : Rqs,S·~E:r1r .. -.lit . ~~ . :; , A~ADOU·i:l'IAGNE -. " JANVi1~so~ . ' ABDUL REHMAN KHAN DERRICK ANDERSON 

meth.ods Of 11 
United.States . " _ . ~·Un~ed Stat~ JoriJan _ Pakistan- : · · United States 

FIRSTLY, I thinkili~tthe. 'AS'.STRANGE as .it inay I WORK for the FIRSTLY, I am still in shock I THINK that this isa great 
conference is excellently seem, .the thing I run- . Iriternational Federation about the real Africa. In opportunify to meet people 

t~q~lirg_ HI\// A_IDS. : · -.organised. Tl).ere is_ haTiny. · enjoying the most right now :for the Red Cross so besides Pakistan, Africa is and to share experiences 
·Th· . l·_S i's·- a· ·_C~OSS-_ _. 1-. '.any confusion. B·ut mostlfL , is-the:n\agnificerit View . enjoying the experience cif perceived to be a jungle and methods about dealing 

I. I • am enjoying the weather . -.. . frcim my.room, but iny 'meeting alHhese people, I '_ with deserts and wild . with- the disease: There are-
-Section Qf their. I_ and this beautiful citY. ( . . . colleagiles arid I are also . think that the net_working i allimals and motor vehicles very creative methods 

1x . .would Jove to come back. It~ .. ;: :eitjo0ng the city of_,- . ·here at the conference helps - ·stopping to let the animals . coming out of the various 
VieWS. 1 'is also a wonderful tim'eto :,_-, -. ~•' .Durban."! am miiking,the _-- ..: 

1
iieople like me a lot:! will be ' cross the.road. So I still . sessions: It iS good to know 

1 : .,_. . reJaxawayfromhomeiµjd>,. ::; .. -.·. bestqf_thisexcetient _ · -..... . ,._ ·er-.;.• abletotakebackalot?( "'"cannotbelievehowfarfrom , _ ,- .,, .,, ~bouthpw,tl).edillerent 
1 still be ab)e to be p?Ji- .of a conference of:thJS~ .. oppoft_un_Jfy t_o m.eet ~pie from an ov;er the_ . information to the_ fe<l~r'!tion. More · the truth otir image o( Afrii:a is, so that is countries are fighting this disease. 
I maghitude. It is like a working holida)'. :· .. ·. 'world: It is not oruy meeting the p!!()ple that , espei:iaJJY, I amenjoying the positive feeling what I run- enjoyiri.g right now.I i:annot wait 
I : : . - : ' .. '· .is}ij)pi:>rtiini, imt it is ilie atmosphere of , .. • . '$a( is' being 'sharffi. <!bout the disease. to dispel this illusion when I return honie. i 
1_ . ·' , ·' .. · .cq~~e.nia).i\)' and_friendspii> that ~d~s fo ~!s: · - , : .. " ·: . . . · · , . · · ·am defillitely-goirigtii'tiring my 'fimily here 

... · '.' -I , · wonderful experience. . · . ' · for a holiday As for the conferen:ce, I airi very -
Loshnee 'Pillay' and ' i . . ., -. -" - . l ·.: . - impressed with the organii;atiori. There have 

I . :-: '_j. - been some very good sessions: People are 
Bradley Shabalala 1 · :- · _:.- , -. . _ '-'~- - sharing their exi>eriences;-.their-different 
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