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YELLOWWOOD PARK I, 

FRANCHISE , 

' 

COMRADES RUNNERS!! 
• JET THERAPY helps remove lactic acic build up in 

muscles to relieve stittness and soreness after training. 
• Also ior other sport related injuries. 

Comrades Runners Special for June RSO per treatment 
Tel: 462 1936 

RAPHIA VIDEO & TV REPAIRS 
REPAIRS TO: ~ 

VIDEO MACHINES, Hi Fi's, \;; 
MICROWAVES f 

f'-:~ 11.iiii!i'JJ;Hil ~ Tel: 462 4667 
Sltop No2 170 Wingate Road, Montdair 

, -- (Opp. !iWimming pool) 

BABY BOOM AT 
SPECSAVERS BLUFF. 

"IMPORTANT NOTICE" 
i Mrs Louise Anderson {Visser) would like to 

:et her ioval oatients of the past 7 :iears know 
: that she \viii be on maternity leave from :'.. · 

_'uiy until the end of October. She is expect­
ing twins but intends to return to her normal 
,,.;orking schedule from No·1ember. Mrs 
Carmin Hall 'Nho has worked for her for the 
;::ast :1ear is on maternitv lea-;e now and ·:11il 
cetum to work in .September. :.ve weic::ime 
Mr Grant Sapsford to our prc:ctice who wiil be 

~.:.;~~ ... ;t;., • •c; for trie ·next 4 months. He is 

! 

~111:1 lVews JUNE 9. 2000 

Briefs Expo for budding 
Hospice draw 
RESULTS ofHighwa\· Hospice's -:ooo Club' 
draw for M:iy arc: 

Firsc prize or R.20 000, Robbie E-:owell. 
second prize of R.2,000, Prof GJ Fkming, 
third priu or" R 1,000 Mr D Kno\\"ks. 

Twenrv consol:ition prize winners of RI 00 
c:ich, ;ire P Schoeman, FL Knott, Mr Jnd Mrs 
PcrcinL Mrs DC Oosthuizen, Mr :ind Mrs TP 
?uttick, WJ C:impbclL? C:irnegic, G 
Lim mcrs. · F ort\·-1i r"th Gang". ~.fa f\ .. .\lex:rnder, 
ME Gregor,·, \-! Shenton, Mr V \i:iidoo. RE 
Griflin. R McCJ.nn, Dr ;..,1 L:ine, ;_, Grisdak, 
.-\G Rein, GB Br:i<llidd and EC Banh. 

For derails on how to Join th.: <:iub_ phone 
208-6110 

Witnesses wanted 
. .\ MONTCL.'..IR \\Om:in :ippe:ii.s to :inyonc 
\\·ho sJ.w her red Niss:in Sentr:i 6cing scratched 
bv :i passing c:ir on S:iturda\·. June 3, to 
cont:ict her. 

Lillian l'v!atthec ·; c:ir \\:is park.cd at 
Montclair Mall from IO::im to noon. 

'Nhcn she returned, ;:1e noticed the front 
pJ.ssc:nger door had been scracched by a \Vhite 
cJr. The: car gu:irds h:id not ;e.:n what hap­
pened and ~crniJ not providi: details of the 
\·ci1icic. 
· A.nvone ''ho m:i\· h:l\·e "·itnesscd the 

:11..::Jcnt c:rn cont:ict '.\!rs Mat thee on-450-50 l 0 
u1 08_~ 1~~x-:r~9 ! . 

A P~c\.RK P~:\TROL 
.,y-"' SECURITY SERVICES 

* Guarding Ser·.ices (-1.rmed & Unarmed) * Elwronic Bur:.(lar . .\!arms 
.- ,- ' '· ~ \··~e's Control 

DEADLINE for the 
Uni,·ersitv or NJ.ta!':; 
'NJ.ta! Expo for 
Young Scientists' 1:; 
appro:iching, :ind 
school pupils Jre 
urged to get their en­
tries in on timt:. 

All school pupils 
can enter until July 
21 LJ.te <::ntrics will 
be ~hMgcd :i. Jouok 

The expo is or~e 0f 
the most import:i.nt 

Road 
works 

MOTORJSTS c:in :in­
ticipate traffic disrup­
tions whik Bricktic!J 
Road is resurfaced 

Work will be com­
pleted by Frida\", June 
16. Traffic may be ex­
pected to travel contn 
flow in the existing c:ir­
riagewo.,·s and there 
couid be restrictions 
:ind ddavs. 

iUES 6 
WED 7 
THUR 8 
FRI 9 
~AT 10 

0618 
0709 
0808 
0922 
1049 

scientists u\·cr two d:ivs this 
,·e:ir. on TuesJav :i.nd 
\V ::J ncsd:iv .. .\ ug ust 

cekbr:H:ons 01' r:iknt 
JnJ ·:nno.,·:i.ticin in the 
:.ii.::.id~rni~ \ .:1r. T!1c' 
:ii!n ~s ~o pru\·i~..: :in 
opport\llll[\" for oud­
Jing scit:nri::;ts !o Jis­
pla\· their work. inter­
t::::rs .!nd :.i~ti\'iti~5 in 
science :rnJ !c:.:hnol­
ch''. E-:iiibi•ors Jis­
;,;us:; ~heir 'SUr~ ··.\"i~h 

.1ui.lges. Cello'' :i:ir«>":­
?J.nts :ind members o( 

:h<: ;iublic. The ~xno 
-~ompctitions :He open 
:o ail pupils :ntcrestd 
1n Jn\. br:inch o! sci­
ence, including m:ith­
ematics, b1ologv, tech­
noiug\. geo>!r:iph,· :ind 
thi.: h un1Jn ::i..:ic:r.i..:~::;. 

The' ~:..:pv ::; ~1~!d 

l 5 :i.nd l6. Venue is 
:ig:iin the Old \fotual 
Sports H:ili on Ihe 
Uni\·ers1tv o! \i:it:il 's 
Durb~n c:irnpus. 

.-\ny scho•JI .,,·hich 
h:is not recei,·ed the 
expo prospectus. can 
contact chairm:in Jc:rn 
\Vcsterm;inn on 039 
GS.>2 5 53 or (a:' OC:') 
6S2-5•J02. 

Rotary Anns help 
Shepherd's Keep 

.-\ SCBST.-\"JT!..\L -Jon:ition or' 
f:U.000 from Durban :Zo1:ir.. Anns 
!J.st ·sec:!\ ,,·di go ::i iong way towards 
hdping Shepherd's Keep Home for 
. .\.fi~ndon.:ti 3:1bics on the Bluff. 

.-'\ccording to Rot:1r: .-\nns µresi­
dc:nt Shirk\· \Vilktt, ihev idcntitieJ 

i the 'speci:i.I nc:cd' which c:xists at the: 
home. 

··\Ve :~:i!iscd that these .:hildr.:n 
,,(up :o ;ix :nonihs old :ire ;ur-

:oundc:d bv io' c, :ind this is our\\"(!\" 
,)( :ornme.nding the: Pr:itk\·s tor the i 

meicss work they Jo,·· \-!rs Willett 
s:iid. "The home is well run and 
:1u~:igeJ and the children benefit 
:"rem th<: !,),·ing :itmosphc:re th::t .;ur­
rcunJs them.'' 

Colin, Cht:rvl and M1~he!k ; 
?:-Jtle\· thanked the Rotar.· Anns, ~s 
.,, di :i.s :ill cheir other ;p~nsors :ind 
ioncirs, ;"or :heir support 

Weekend weather 
Saturday c·· )'-. 
Min: 11°C d 
Max: 25°C d ·· 
Fine becoming ,/outly 
Sunday 

1847 
1942 
2050 
2213 
2335 

Min: 13°C 
n 

JU ........, 
! 
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N ()Ros; to ::::-~:·· 
cul~iva1e ar: A.f:icar, 
renaissa.."1ce. w,o need to 
begin at grassroo!.S 
Jus: a;; a::-~ o:-i_!\· 
be·:ome;: srron§: and 
hea.iC'"!:· c±e:- it: seec 

has bee!: :lU..rt'J...'"eC.. s.::; mus: 
Soutl: _ti,_ fr ice:' s babies b-2 loved. 
and g-ive1: o;:ipo:-tunitie;; w 
realise th::i: ootentiC..:.. The 
African renai.ssanc-? that 
Preside:-i: That>o ;,foei-:.i 
em·isage:; can or:.!:· D':' 
accomplishec t'" -~ice. §:"!\'es 
prioriry L• esl.3.·D~isri.."1g c. s:abi= 
family srrucru...--e. ·· 

Tb.i:; is th9 message foa: 
Du:-ba:.-.·5 ~t- ColiT: ?:-:;.cie:.· ha: 
io:- t...°le ?res 1den :. 

To sc.:,· 4Lhat P:"aje:: C..:iC his 
wife. Che:-:.-: a.:-e angel.o o: ioYe 
and hope ior abarnioned babies 
is an unde:-st.ateme:-:,_ The 
dn1a..'11ic duu al'-2 fo:i..1ders or a 
nagship iaci.lir:; s:ne;:>:n::-rds 
Keep. on Durban·s BiU:::. which 
cares fo:- abancionec babies 
befor!O they a..tt- aciopte-ci. 

Ha,·ing stfu'led o;i: as ··crisi5 
parents' fo:- a!1 aba.rnione::: baby 
the ?:-c.ci;o-\·:c '.12ve co:-ive:ced 

' { 
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their houss into a idkirne cc::­
facilitY which current!:: 
shelter;. lE. Oc.:Jie:: 

We were L11itiall:: 
apprehensive abou~ ;-isiring­
Shep:rierc's Ke-e~ because we 
knev: L'1a: ths home ho;,.iseci 
abandoned b3.bies. somi:: fr::C--:; 
with J-..'.J\. anci Aids. Wi;:t 
hindsi.gh:.. we realise th2: b:: 
overcoming our co»:a.rC.ice a:-,~ 
;-~sELi; ~~':' ho:ne \\·e er~ :-iC~i:-:-
io:- the expe:-iencs. 

~o!l-:ing couk prepare u;. :c: 
L11e wa:-mth and lo\'e that 
radiates there. The P!-atleys cic· 
no: run a con\'entional "ho;:J:- ... 
the:: LJs;ead;. :·o\·ide 2. \\·2.r!:-: 

and lo\ing temporary "fc.rr,i.:::· 
fo:- the babies. 

Shepherd's Keep is a 
recognisec facility a..'1c 
fr1erefore the Prat.ie\·:: ofte:: 
lie.is:- wiU-, L1e poiice. lr i' n::i: 

l.:.!"1·:-0~~0:-; fo:- ~:,en~ ts be 
2';';aJ..:ene--:: 2; 3a.::: by the p::ilice 
:.~. a·:z::::: a..'1c1C:1e:- abs'1done0 

\\·-:- exp22te~ t..:. fu1ci sjc}: a.:1.: 
c:is:ressec b3.:Jie.o. bs-ca.use w;; 
r:riev: c-: C:1e~ pas; rra:.una anc 
'-12-iic:c.2 i:is:D!\ \'.'e coulc! no: 
hc.w ~:;more \\Tori&: the 
nu..rse;:: is a na·,,i::n of hapr:: and 

. .:....:.~:-:- ~=c.:-ii'""!;- abo~1: the 
:..:;c::·.-i:;.;c.1 ba'.:.1::-:: lii:: sto:-ies. 
":e v:e:~ sh(}:i-;e::i at L1e contras: 
·cr::rw~:-, wha: we hec.rd and 
v:I'.2: "°"e sav.: HeaiJs of love. 
a:c::-::::icr-.. gooc nutrition and 
e~:'Y::-: r:-is-dica.2 care coun:es\· of 
C:1f i-~::;.::-::::: four:d2:-o. helpers 
a.,"1d s"'5 all conL-ibute to ti.is. 

Che:-::! says ec.ch bab:,· has it.;. 
07.7: G..ie: ~"1d indiYidual medical 
a:te:-2jor-~. He:- \"Oice is rav; \1:ith 
e:-:i·J:Jcc. 2~ she speaks abou: t'ie 

traumatised condition of the 
babies when they initially 
arrived. Howeve:-. both Cher-·1 
and Colin are b.app,- ao they· 
speai: of the _ioy t..'ley fee! when 
a "Pratie:' baby"" is adopted. 
Shepherd's }:eep has a_JC(J 0 c, 
adoption rate. including peopie 
from overseas. Colin jokingly 
remarks that there are many 
Pratley babies aroll11d the 
world. 

The couple have overcome 
tremendous hu:-dles in order to 
realise their dream of 
providing a sound footing in life 
for abandoned infants .. -'ifter 

,._ c 

initial opposition from mos: 
qu2~'lers. including their local 
communit)~ Shepherti's Keep is 
now c. weU-established facilitY 

One does not often associate a 
role-model with an "ordinary" 
person, ye: the Pratleys are 
sterling examples of all t11at a 
role modei should be. 

So what is the couple's 
attirude wwards parents who 
abandon their babies. 
conside:-ing that a fe\\· have 
been found in toilets and 
gutters0 Amazingly they bioar 
no malice. esoeciallv for the 
mothers. With a sincerity that is 

t2ngible. Cher:-·l exp]ai11ed to 
L'lese two v:icio.. 0v"·~ G€1 1o,.ati" 

YD!\' reporter~ tli;;the ·1~;th~: 
must have been in an 
ll11bearable state of mind ic, 

:-esort to abandoning her ba::O· .. 
The PratleYs restore ones · 

faiL'J ill the goodness of 
humanity To see Che:1·l cooir: 
into the ear of a baby living 
wit.11 Aids is enough to reducE: 
the most stoic cynic to tears. 

We sometimes crin2e a: the 
tlwught of helping y;unge:­
siblings because we have to 
sacrifice our time. ListenL'1::: tc 
the Pratleys describe their :2+ 
hour facilir:-: one rethinks one: 
stance about those ffi need. 

The message we took away 
from our e)...-perience is tha: i 
one is blessed with a gift. likE: 
the Pratle~·'s gift of compassio 
use it to benefit as man:-· peop: 
as possible - like the abandone 
babies of Shepherd'.:; Keep. 

Shepherd's Keep relies soie!: 
on fund-raising to keep afloat. 
You could help a Shepherd's 
Keep baby to have a happ~­
Chrisunas by phonL11g (031 i 46i 
s1o(. 

( f 
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l,ie11aar se11ds l101ne 
a precious gift 
Till.~ i1dt11(; ot a b(lrllt: f1ir 

'''"l'li.:111 . .; i11 S1.111th ,-\f1i<:;i 
ii:I~ bn·11 ;l\~lllCd ll'i li1l' 
t:n1°:1nsit" o{ lht' S:ir:1-
;:,,,1s 1 tl).'_liy 11'<1~crs. 

·r he Sl1-=phcrJ·~ Ket"p 
lln111c' ior Ab~r1doncd 
l\:Jl.•ic.' in Nac:d was 

-~11 n~,l(li11t! fin:mci:11ly ;iml 
1~as ·thrc:'1t<'llcd wich t'lc>· 
.\llr•: llilliJ it "l'l'l'~kd Ip 

'"E-''" 'l:n Fra1Kni~ l'it:n­
;1;ir r11r s11rpurl. 

'I k t'P!llWI S111i11!th"k 
capt:iin :inc! S:1r;1c.:,:r1~ 

J'l:1)'t·r ~'."''." a !:ilk 111 his 
IL';Jlll males ;1l1out the 
''"'' k 111' Shq1he1 d'~ Kc_ep 
:i11d clii:y 0111<'. up w11h 

I 151)1> tor ck. 1ir11h:lll~f.'. 

Sar<1cc11s· t.::1111 ad111i11-
i.~tr;1lit1n 111:111;1gcr, f\like 
S1·•ill, ~aicl: ''Pr<lfll'ni.s t•ild 
the ulhcrs :ihoul 
Shepherd'~ Ke.q> n11d 
they were only to h:ippy 
to ltclp riur. 

''The Krc:I' w;1~ ~trng­
r,liri;!. hul thi'. ca~h \H: :;eut 
ha.\ l1<:lpt:1I Piii and tilt')' 

are i~~ ii ~n1111..lt:1 l'"·'ili1•11 
11nw. 

Mr Colin Prntn, tin<; 
nl the fo11111ki~ of 
Shq1l1crd'" Keep, .~;iid: 
"Tl1c S:irnrens Rnv,bv 
Cluh ~:l\'cd lhc· <Liy f,,;. 11'~ 
hctL' in N:ital. Th.c Sar:i­
rnr~ :1:11 c. mcl or:I llc;i1 I· 
ldt 1111i•·c1:-;,1l :ip11c-~I." 

!' . 0 I 
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Off-duty cop 
assaulted at home 

AN OFF-DUTY po­
licemen was seriously 
injured afier he was 
beaten up at home last 
Tuesday night. 

Details about the 
attack arc sketchy, as 
the victim, Chris 
Heine, is suffering 
from amnesia follow-

ir1g the assault. 
Mr Heine, 32, a po­

l iceman at Jacobs 
SA PS garage, was al­
legedly assaulted hy 
three men while at his 
Channel View Road 
flat. He had returned 
from a night out with 
friends. 

Shepherds 
Keep on 
the right 

track 
THE TIDE has turned 
!"or Shepherd's Keep, 
the BI u ff home for 
abandoned babies. 

The home, which is 
run by Colin and 
Cheryl Pratley from 
their Keston Place 
residence, has been 
running for some time 
now. 

B u t 

Since publishing an 
article <Jn the hom.:·s 
work. the SUN has 
been inundated with 

. calls from locals in­
terested in supporting 
or donating baby 
items. 

The future looks 
even rosier for the 
home, as the Pratleys 

in it i a I 

resent-1 'Initially 
m e n t. 

they felt peonle 

were re­
cently no­
tified that 
their town 
planning 

at the . I' . 
hands of 
neigh -
bours ig~ 
noranlof 
their true 

were zgno-
rezoning 
has arpl i­
eation has 

··ra.ntof been ap­
proved, 

.. with cer-·what we 
purpose, 
has been 
replac·ed., 
w. i t h 

a~e·. _doing' ~~:i~n~~;~ 
plying . 

. - Colin Pratley T h e 

m u c h 
enthusia5m and sup­
port by locals. 

''Initially people 
were ignorant of our· 
purpose,· of'\vhat we 
arc doing,". Colin 
said; ''Now that peo­
ple are aware of what 
our work entails, 
'hey're very support-

Pratleys 
thank everyone who 
has donated items for 
use for their kind­
ness. 

Donations are ap­
preciated. 

The home's con­
tact number is 466-
6 I 06 or •:on tact 
Cheryl ~Jr Colin 011 

The men's identity 
is unknown at this 
stage. 

REVENGE 

l'olicc believe the 
motive may be re­
vrnge, as the men llcd 
without taking :rny-

thing. Chris' wallet 
containing money. was 
found left at the scene. 

Chris was taken to St 
Augustine's Hospital 
with serious injuries. 

Neighbours heard ;1 
sc11 fflc at about 
9.JOprn. coming frorn 
Chris' llit. 

Anyone who s;-11· 
any suspicious pcopl• 
or vehicles in the vi 
cinity is asked to con 
tact investigating ol 
licers. Sgt Lynett, 
Grcyling on fo7- I 051 
<Jr lnsp Vic Starbuck :1 · 
llrighton !leach S1\ I'~ 
orilSJ 555-0711. 

Convi·cted 
paedophile's 

release sparks 
outrage 

THE lli:'.L[,\SE 1·rom 
prison ol convicted 
paet.loph i le. Darren 
Till, has sent 
shockwavcs through 
the Montclair commu­
nity. 

Concerned parents 
have pasted rosters 
around Till's 
Montclair home. vent­
ing th cir fee Ii n gs 
about his rclc:isc. 

Parents rhonet.1 the 
SUN to comrlain 
about the' gross injus­
tice' made by the 
courts in his release. 
They.also expressed 
doubts about their 
children's safety . 

Till's sentence to 
an effective scvcn 
years on eight child 
abuse charges and one 
of kidnapping, was 
converted to house ar­
rest, with community 
service ant.I on condi­
tion that he agree to 
counselling by 

Childlinc .. \ J'o11r-yc:Jr 
imprisonment sen­
tence has been :;11s­
pendct.I !'or live yc:irs. 

Till is believed to 
be in his early 20s. 

Child Protection 
Unit investigating of­
ficer, lnsr Glen 
Smith .. said Till hat.I 
fetched children from 
school, telling them 
he had been sent hy 
their rarcnts. 

MASSES 

When arrested. 
masses of photo­
graphs 'of nude chil­
dren were seized from 
his home. Till's ac­
tivities involved chil­
dren as young as six 
years. A hand-written 
book, in Till's writ­
ing, containing' fanta­
sies' was also sci zed. 

Concern has been 
expressed about the 
message the·sentence 

sends to nther paedo 
phi ks. 

·'This judgcmen 
t.larnagcs the cnnfi 
dcncc of the publi1 
ant.I discourages thos1 
working within. th• 
j11stice system," a po 
liccman said. 

Montclair SAP~ 
station curmnissioncr 
Supt·Carel.Grobk 
told the SUN. that Til 
was serving fou 
hours of communit· 
service a \veek at th1 
station. 

For the next thre• 
years Ti 11- may no 
leave his home excep 
to report for commu 
nity service at the po 
lice station on Satur 
day mornings .. 

"Should these con 
Jitions not be adhcre1 
to, the full sentence 
including jail time 
may be imposed, 
Supt Grabler. ·ex 
plained. 

Armed robbers 
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For J.J ,,-:,1Js. c:·c1lin l'r.nlr·y t'"""'.I il11." ''"1rl<1 ,1., :i s1:o.;,ir,>11 

drnrrn1<'r1111ril 1111· dis!.'"'"-r~ •if':111 :il>:111<lr.•11•:d d1ild 

rbr:cd i:•n 1is •:k ... :•rstef' unr 11i:;~ht i111:·x"".ihly dn11;.:(·d hi:; Iii<· 
\Vitli It' 1\ili: Clwryl h1.', .ired k•r r.hc child ,111i:I i11 

n·sr<>r1"" 10 1111' grr.1wi11g pr1.1lilr:rn •:if.1b:i.ndon.ori childrr.n i11 
K"·c;1 /11li1, i'J.it.11, Sr.n.11.h Afrir:,1. rhe c,-,11plt'. SP\ 11p 'Sht"plwrd'-; 

K•:1:1i' a l111:1w 1;,r .1l1;111d1.nu·d lnbi'.''· :;i11•.'<c )lln•: J';l')H li1•;y 
h,n·(· <.'.-'J"'(I 1; •r 7~! h11'ics and, 1n ''/~11i•,1·d Ii)' ilH: 1.l111h1n Child 
Pri.it.<:<.li1.,111.Jnir.1;,lf the ·~·llC rJ1rcr rq·,-,.,·jrl,.,, art: .':f·\ tll J,,.u>Jlll' 

:·1rn1i1,1lh -,iisy "Ming f<·,r 11111n· ;rn1i 111•1n: 1.:l1ildr1:11. 

11w '[\1· :p' JH'('(], F.JJ,) I ""'·" rw111th l•.> pruvirl<: st.ill: 
1rll'tli('irll', ·1.•ppi1·.,, 1111tri1i1H1, '""r•·r, li:~li1s Jnd rn.1intcn.1ncc 

.ind 1hr 1"; 111 '1.iw: c1111it: up "·il.11 1\w idt'·M of'pr11d11( ing 

1r~di1i1111~l dr11111'> to r.1is" tlw 1H'l1",\:11)· ill!.IHIH.' :111d kr:q1 1ltc 
lll>ITIC g11ir1g. 

Tl"' I Jv·11l):!ll .~hirn· 7.tilll drnrr1 li:1·. :i disri1wli\'<:ly Sr.111tli 
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dn1111> wil heir enstll"~ hot.Ii 1J1e hr111w .ind it's chikh,.:!1's 
.'>I ll'Vi 1·;1J. 

Tl,.. drnrm ,.;111 "" linlrgh1 li·1r (',(J .1nd dH·•1•.1<:·s sh'.11.1Jd hr_· 
111;1d1·••11l ,,,;Jll'J>lll'.nl.'; K""l'~"d · .. ·111111Sl1"11hl·rd, K•·"I'"/,, 
\Vr:tw· fk •'rds. 71:; l11glctli•ir1w Srrc!.'l. Ful.!1.11n SW6 (1NX. 
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:::.._ PlcruRES: PETER DllFY 
·" . v porters Seema Diahnan (above) and 

WE WANTED TO TAKE THEM ~OME: Genera:,10~ t,r;:/ ~ies at Shepherd's Keep. Below, Cheryl 
Ashmika Maharaj {above righ1t)t~rt~~poh::,se ~e:~fuge for abandoned babies 
and Colin Pratley, founders o e -
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;\ l\111ff co11pl1~ have 
h1·1·0111e '.h<' .t:11:mlia11 :111).(ds 
or ll11rh:111's llll\V<ll11.cd 
l1:1lii"·"· ME(;i\N l'OWER 
rc1111r!:~··-----

"··q1n~ spring s111d1inc 
·f'i 11.ns U1rough t h1~ 
1111rsrry's p;1IP pink 
girwham curtains. 
lighting up a hltte 

h;111cl111:11le cradle and five 
1•111pt,v wood1·11 rnts. Cupho;1rds 
:1r1· l;1d1!n with hu111ln!ds of 
.s111:dl f'oldcd jPrSCY"· \\'flOll('ll 

h11111lf'I.•; and satin hoot i1·s, 
1rl1il•· lhous;111ds 11f'111·1r 11:1)1piP!: 
li1w 1111' sl11·lr1·». 

T•·11 l1ri1~hl pl;1sti1· r:itlli'.s lit'. 
'il•·1rlly 011 the dresser while 
l'1·l,·r IL1hhil. Donald D11l'k and 
:r hn.sl. of f'111rv f'ri1~11ds st;111d 
1'.11:1rd ;iro1111d. thl' room. Tlw 
:r11li1·ipati1111 is almost tangihll' 

i\ 111· dav now, t 111~ 1111rscrv wi II 
l11·1·11i11c t'101111! lo some 20 ;1ha11-
do1wd hahi1~s. wifh Colin and 
Clwryl Pratley becoming 
i11sl:111I pare111s. And they're 
well pn:p;m~d. 

Tlw welco111i111~ n11rscrv I Pads 
i11to a dressing room wile.re c11p­
ho:1 rd doors swing OJH~n lo 
r1·1·1'.:tl hundreds of hra11d·new 
h:111d knitted jcrs1•ys and jack­
t'.I s. :ind dra11·1·rs orcrlluw with 
111:ild1i11g honrwls, luH11.ics and 
li11111ll1.'s of'tirly hahygrows. 

Tlwn there's Uw adjoining 
h:1lhroo111 wlwn• neat rows of' 

' y1,ll11ll' spong1• ducks arc ready 
f(1r ll11·ir Iii.II<'. 1·hargcs. Even the 
isol;1I ion ro11111 - where the 
l'r:1tleys will temporarily con­
fin1• a sick bah.\' lo avoid the 
spn·ad of infect ion - is kitted 
rnrl I lisncy-slyf P. 

A million children 
"\Ve want to I ouch the lives of 

a , .. :q;illl children before our 
I' _ . .ire over. God gave us a 
vision ;ind we prayed to he 
giv<'.11 an opportunity to become 
11111n" effective. This is our way," 
says !12-year-olcl granrlmother 
Cl11~ryl. a former nurse who h;is 
hec11. a Omhan Child Welfare 
"crisis parent" for scvera I 
y!'ars. Crisis parenls take hrief 
- oll<'n jm:t overnight.-· respon­
si hi I ii v for ha hie:. he fore a 
l'Olll'l .order is made scnrling 
I.hem to a particul~r home. 

''I h;1d heen taking one aban­
dorll'd l>ahy at ;i · time :ind 
1 ho11ghl that I could be more 
effl'cl.ive if I could h:indle more 
hahies and for longer. We had 
just moved into a sinall fl:il, so 
we had to find :i bigger home." 
Six months later. the couple 
took occupation of ;i six-hcd­
roo1111~d. four-h:rthroomed 
ho11s1· nn th<' Bluff sd 1111 rnorf' 
l.'1:111 :1 lwclarc of land 1·omplct.c 
with pool. gazebo, three-bed-

' roo111<:d cottage, four garages 
:ind :1 111agnificenl view of the 
r:it.v II. will he known as 
Shepherd's l\epp Horne for 
i\h;111clo11ed nahi1~s. 

Thi_• l'ratleys ll'ill share their 
lHlllll' - nversf'Cfl hy a six-1111~111-

Angels 
of the 

unwanted 

·· .. ,,,,, ,,, -'i'.:\'.Y:{~\/~ 
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LOVE KNITTED INTO EVERY STITCH: Cupboards are laden with 
hundreds of knitted jerseys, bonnets, receiving blankets and 
babygrows, ready for abandoned babies like the one above. 

her committee - with children 
under six months. 

"I know it's going lo he diffi­
cult letting go of these babies 
eventually but I've worked 
through this problem and I've 
come lo lerms with the fact that. 
I'm just a facility, providing a 
link bf'tween the desperate 
circurnst:inees under which 
children are abandoned and 
the 11orrn<1lity of a foster home. 
l lopcf'ully, we'll hf'lp to <'ase the 
hurderr oflhe foster parpnt who 
ll'ill lake responsihilily for a far 
less trnnrnat.ised b:ihy." says 

Cheryl, who will move out of 
her bedroom and sleep in the 
nursery's single her! when the 
babies first arrive. 

Once the registration of the 
home is complete, Ute courts 
will he a hie to place ah:indoned 
hahies at Shepherd's Keep offi­
cially. And once there, the 
h:ihics can be n:imed. 

"We'll probably give them 
biblical first names. Rut their 
surnames will he Pr<1tlcy 
There' re going lo he a lot of lit­
tle Pratley ha hies :iround 1" says 
Cn Ii 11. a d rnm rn<~r who oncP 

:llo-' ··?· 
... 

pl aycd with world-r1!no1\1i!•d 
group lpi 'l'omhi and is now 
raising morwy hy exporting his 
h:indm:idc African drums lo the 
1 lnitcd Kingdom. 

"The response from I he 1·0111 · 
munitr has hl'en ov<'rwlwl111in1~. 
l':veryihing w.c've got r!'ady for 
the hahies, \Ve've hPcn .l!i1·1'.11. 
One Bluff shopkeeper don;1tPd 
2 000 nappies F:vcry time we• go 
lo chttrdi, we leave with hags of' 
dothcs knitJed hv the eld1•rlv 
d111rd1gol'l's. A.nit' tl11~sl' fH'opl;. 
h:ivc knitted love into <'Vl'r~· 
stikh." 1'.hl'l'yl says. 

This nwnth alone\ the 11101lwr 
or four l':ll'l!d for nillf' i111';111ts. 
all of \\'h11111 have hef'n tak<'n tn 
their home late at night hy 
weary pol icemen. 

"Thi' hahiPs arrivf'd in a 1.1'1'· 
rihlc slate. 'l'hf'ir liltll' fist.s 
were tkhUy l'lf'tll:fwd which is 
a sun~ indicator of anxif'ty. 
They had been abandoned in 
dustbins and parks and were 
freezing, hungry :mil I rnuma­
tiscd from being :ilone." 

On each occ11sion. lhe 
Pratlcvs hathed, drPssPd a11d 
fed tllf' child. Then Cheryl 
st.:iycd up all night slowly rock­
ing the distressed child to 
slf'<'Jl. The next dny, 1 h1~ d1i Id 
;ippearcd in court ;111d was 
pl:iced clsewlll'rc, 111'1'1'1' to Iii· 
seen by tlll' Prat I cys aga i 11. 

Change 
A.II I.his will chang!' when 

Shepherd's Keep is given the 
go-ahead. 11' ~ children will he 
returned tci .. ne Pratleys ;iner 
they've appe;ired in court. guar­
anteeing :il !Past three 1111i11ths 
of const:int love and afTf'1'1.io11 
from the couple before a suit­
able home is found. 

"This home is the flagship for 
a much broader vision. We're 
goinr. to open up homes like this 
throughout the rountry. We 
need to break the legacy of 
Africa," says Colin. 

Head of Durban's Child 
Protection Unit, Superintend· 
ent Mahorned Dawood, is 
delight.ell. "We've been using 
the home as an emerge111.:y facil­
ity, especially aller hours. :ind 
it.'s been wonderful not having 
to run :iround desperately look­
ing for a suitable place of safety. 

''I've visited the Pratley home 
and I know the children wi II be 
well t:iken care of." 

A.spokesman from the Child, 
Family and Community Care 
Centre of Durban, Oon:i Vclen. 
;ilso wckorned the new home. 

"It's really wonderful that 
someone hns finally decided lo 
do something :ihout shf'lf1·ri11g 
:ihandoned IJ:ihics. Th<' slale 
institutions a re ovenT1111•dcd 
and understaffed. Although lhe 
cnre is good. stnIT an• onPtt 
1111ahle to provide the quality nf 
c:ire the children nced. likP lots 
of love. hugs :md attention ... 

In the past six months. more 
lh:in 60 h:11.Jies have 11<'1~11 fo!1111t 
:1h;nuln11P1l in J)11rh,.." 
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PENDING PARENTS: Colin and Cheryl Pratley will soon be filling their little cots with abandoned babies. 
Pictures: THEMBA DWAYISA 



11dam. 

name .. tbe:r dlieven 
since 1998.~~~~om.~ihe :~!~~)~- .... ;.~~~{M~li~·~/h.~s been sponsoring a 

programme tt\'at rect)gni~e.5"8' . ; . ~~Actli~~~rs. The Eskorn Disabled 

Woman Achi~~er Av'.iard (EbW~frcmfgR~d to integrate disabled women 

into mainstream society, encouhige di~ab(~d women to be in control of 

their lives and create role models for disabled girls. Here is your chance to 
nominate a worthy disabled woman who deserves recognition. For further 

i11forr11ation or to obt;:iin nomination forrns. please cont;:ict Dawn TC'rnil, 
n (011) 782-8'130 or Fax (011) 782-3517. Closing ciale for 11omi11;iti011 i~ 

21 FPhrnary 2000. 

-------------------, 
,r meet a 

,, .. ~ :;::;~' special person 
i·:)?/l' he.ryl'pfu~ley is the founder positive. Aftc1 t.1kin~ care nf 

l;'}!t,/ Of ~he'pherd's Keep, a sever.ii crisis li.1iiir.'S. I 1c,1li5cd 111.11 I 

1" ':';"· · . home for abandoned could be 11101e df1~c:tive if I h;:id .1 
r""'·" " babies situated on the home and crn1ld t.1kc 111orc than 

· Bluff ln Durban. one baby at .1 trrnP 
· Cheryl shares how '/ (rnrld srr> tl1c rdicf 1111 1/10 
she started social workers' f,1cf's whe11 llu~y 

Shepherd's . found someone who 

' Keep: 'I Started l w;is willing to help. rlie 
.. ~· ;,;,,: ,,. 'off'being a crisis· · risf' of the 11/V/J\IDS 

. : . ':~~~.i;~~·f ;'.~~~~~~.~a,nting .. !· ~:~~:~~~~~~:~~rs who 

· ~tf•i'i·:··t!::,: ;'diff~n·cidn the ~ · know they ;:ire dying ;:inrl 

~r,if;:gf~· bah~·:w~o h~d c"!t just don't know who to 

. • ·. · . l~.~~l>~~~re}'d~~ith'.the turn to with their babies. 

• -
1f;~;1~1l' atia '16\,~~upport of ~ '/was adamant that 

· ~~ , ~.r.{i:' ffiY·~i:)~(f~~I ' "" "" this home would not be 

, ·~ V\.'' .. ht.lsbil~d;:~oliri, my nursing like any other babies' horne. but a 

'~j\ ~("experi~n~~"ilnd having had home away frorn llorne. 
~ our dNn four children and 'My staff would be trained to 

:. a . " (':. . grandchildren, I went love the babies, not to let them 
''~/;,..Jt41ir .. through the screening cry but to assuage the feplings 

;:·:~~'.!'-'. >;,·:::;;,,,~-\~~~~: ·.~~i:{b:~~~fb~~~~re ~~:~~~~:e~~o~:~:,~~:~;v~~err 
..• ; ''·'.L~~~·,.,·.,:F'..~~·~j~\.J, ··:~i~d .. ~s Successful. I into our new home, everything t1',0;~.1 ... ,C11" I ''l'•''I~'· . . -~\r'!"'· ;:~;~·;2(;/i~:~~;~~,tJ~~t ::by, ~v:~ t~~1~t~~ro:;t~a~i~y .. 

.· ""'" :.,. . : ·~Nominate il special person for the 100% 1-/um;m Award Each month we will 

1; focus on .1om~one who 1s maki11g a difference rn their community 
IJ U<trn lo the Very Chocolate Box Show prrsmted liy Di Brophy (right) weekdays 

II hf'tween 9am and noon on ta.st Coil.II Radin ;ind nommate ynur choice. or write 
; to 100% Human Award. Woma11·s Value. Box 1802. Cape TiJwn 8000. 

~-------------------------· 
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It takes only five 111i11ul 
·'a floral display wit I 

I -y·-. , .. -, ,:ritt ~"'N' 
I n . 
I ~ p\;mt pot 
I .. !;:ihric \0119 er10119h 

10 wr ;:ip aro11nd 

l 

• I 
I 

• I I rnnt;iiner .ind 

I twicP. ils deplh ' ' ' I •pills 1 
I • ~c:1<1p of I 
I cll·ic.kPn wire -1 
L---_ ..... ---

1 Clr;:i11 1/Jp pl;111I Ji"I 

;md dry ii ll1oro11qlily 

r11/il Jun of f,1/11ic OVf'l 

f11 ff1f'Wlllll(j ~jrfp ,1/1111q 

e;id 1 r~rlry · .:mtl ir u11 
fold> i1110 pl;ice 

·~ 
.· "" I 

o:"' J 
2 Place fa bric face 

down on a flat surface. 

rositiori pot on its sidr' 
ill Ollf'P.IHI or t/lr r;ilJric 

ill) 

/'Ir 

nf 

"'' 
/er 

kf'! 

)I 

f11/r 

ClVf 

/ 1,l< 

4S1 
into 

insir 
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Triangular 001 Series 

.. o:fl:eb (Sth), SA VS Zirnb~l>wc i 
04 Feb (7th). SA vs England iri ! 
-og Feb (9th), England vs Zimba! 
12 Feb (Final). fin~I vs fin~I in Jr 

·:. '[" .... ,.~ .. · 
i sta-ndard ifank cup 

11 Feb. Boland vs Eastern P;dvi~ 
''lifi;iib. MTN WP vs Norrherns in 
23 Feb, Free State vs Western P'r1 

'"2Heb. North West vs KwaZulu-1 
25 Feb, Griqualand West vs Easii 

· 25 Feb. Northerns vs Boland at C 
27 Feb, Free State vs NQ.r!b_\Y.~~ 

frh111,11v ll! 
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They're herding the 
young flock 

IH·:Sl'ITI·: fncing op­
posilion from locals 
in i lially, 'Shepherd's 
Keep', a home for 
ahandoned hahics on 
the nlulT, is steadfast 
in its attempts to help 
children. 

Run hy 

and ohjcctcd to the 
town planning rezon­
ing." Colin said. 

He said they had to 
endure abusive com­
ments and were 
shunned. "Fortunately 
people have come to 

under­
Colin and 
Cheryl 
Pratley, 
the home 
caters for 
a h a n -
doned ha­
hics be­
t' we c n 
birth and 
s i x 
months of 

Home for 
abandoned 

babies 

stand 
what it is 
w c' r c 
doing 
a n d 
they've 
accepted 
us," he 
s a i d . 
"Now 
we' r c 

continues 
its work 

age. 
Situated in Kcston 

Place, the home was 
ini1ially thought to be 
a haven solely for 
If I V-infcctcd babies. 
"Locals got all kinds 
of wrong ideas ahout 
the place. They 
thought people would 
he queueing outside 

concen­
trating on enriching 
the children's lives." coii'n and Cheryl Pratley with one of their current charges, 'Oliver'. 

The home has had 
ahout 50 hahics 
through its doors in 
the last six months. 
Some arc placed with 
them by the courts, 
while others arc 
through the Child Pro­
tect ion Unit (CPU). 

CPU spokesman, Cpl 
Small, said the home is 
an asset to the unit, 
which makes use of its 
services at all hours. 
"It's oficn difficult to 
find a place at night or 
in the early hours of the 
morning especially," 

'· 
------·-------------. 

I>icnaar se11ds ho1ne 
a precious gift 
Till; i11t11rc: (•f :1 ho111•.'. rnr 
''l"f'h~11s i11 S1•11tlr ..-\r1i .. a 
11:1~ ih:t·ll :t~;~lllt.'..J h•; t irt'. 

1•cn·~r11~iC\' or llH'. S:11;1-
;:t'll~ 1u11.h~·1il;1ycr~. 

·1 Ire Sltcphr:1tl'~ J.:."l'P 
11 rnrh' f,H 1\l.1a11do11cd 
II ;i b i r, i 11 N :1 I : 1 I w :1" 

_511111:y,li11g fi11:m1:i;11ly ~ml 
,,.,:is tl11l':1tn1cd wilh ,·Jo­
.~11r,· 111uil ii "l'l'•·~k•l '" 
ruc.:.11~ sL\I Fr a11n•i~; l'it:11-
;1;1r for ~nrpr.nl. 

The lc11111n Sp1i11y,l10!.. 
G1pt:1in an•f S:11;1n~n:-: 

ph~·(·1 ~:;l\'c '' L•lk. 1\1 his 
t•·:i111 m:ill'~ ;11111111 tire 
"~•·11:. 11f Shcrlu:rd\ K•:<.:p 
;;11d they c:rm<'. up ,•,irh 
.!'I. '11l11 lnr Uu· •.•rph:in:•I'• 

S;ir;1·:._.11,· tr:1111 .1dini11-
is1r:1ti•.111 111:111:rgn. l\·lir.;,. 
S,·nu, ~ai1I: "Fr ;;nroi~ l11ld 
I h i: " I It c r ~ ~ h r) 11 I 
Sir cph•~ rd·~ Kn·p ;111d 
1h"Y ,._...~11: 1•11ly "' h:1pp~· 
to help n111. 

··"1'111· Keep "''" ~tm.ic­
rli11~ hill lh1'. Gl'h Wt'. ;;1.:111 

J;:r.~ .. llt'.lpi·rl 0111 aud thq· 
:u(: in :1 ~1111"•lcr pns;lion 
11fl\\' .• , 

l\1r C11li11 l'<'.ritey, nnt~ 
ol 1111' lo1111clc~rs of 
Sltq1hcrcl":, Keep, .~:1id: 
"The S:11 ;1t:t:11s l{11p,liy 
Cluh ~:wed tlw dav f,ir m 
here in Nntal. Th',~ Sa1:-1· 
n·r1' :""' 010::1 n11t hca1t· 
felt ll!li.\'f"' 1'~·11 ..,,l'lrlP'"ll ·• 

she said. 
The home relics al­

most entirely on private 
funding and sponsor­
ship. Colin was proud of 
his achievements when 
former Springbok rnghy 
captain, Francois 
Picnaar, and his new 

team, Saracens, praised 
their work. 

"This kind ofrccog­
nition, and knowing 
that we play an impor­
tant role in the lives of 
these children, make it 
all worthwhile," Colin 
said. 

Observer 
Ne-wspape1·s 
T1111 Watford Ob~nrver 

Watfo1d rren Oh:0;erv._,r 

St l\l11an$ ani1 ll111pl'.t1111en Ohsl)rvor 

Umltod F'.dltlnn t.fo~":rlrrn 

1.211 flicl1111answorth f'load 

Watford. llP.rtfoidshlrr. WDl 7 JW 

rel~rhonr. 01.923 ?.427.1 l 

Fax (E<filo1ial) 01923 2·137~8 

Fax CMVP.rtising) 0197::1 23520.t 

/\D·OOC 0.Y. 45:?7 W;itfor<I 
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Help and care for 
abandoned children 

Northglen News 
Reporter 

SHEPERD'S Keep is a 
home for abondonded 
babies that is situated 
on the Bluff and is run 
by the husband and wife 
team of Colin and Cher­
yl Pratley. 

The home has been 
upancl running for near 
on three years now and 
has cared for 70 babies 
during this time and the 
home also has a staff of 
13 people who care for 
the infants until such 
time as they arc adopt­
ed or are fostered. 

As the statistics for 
abondoned babies are 
dramatically on the in­
crease so there is a de­
mand for such a facili­
ty, which has been com­
mended by the Depart­
ment of Welfare and 
serves the greater Dur­
ban area. 

The home is well 
known by all the public 
services such as the 
Child Protection Unit, 
the SAPS and emergen­
cy services and many 
babies found abandon­
ded hy these public 
serv;mts arc brought lo 
the home. Many of the 

babies that are discov­
ered have simply been 
dumped in desolate ar­
eas. The Sheperd 's 
Keep provides a much 
needed link betWeenthe 
desperate circumstanc­
es under which the child 
was abandoned and the 
normality of a foster 
home, helping to pave 
the way for the foster 
parents who will take 
responsibility for a far 
less traumatised baby. 

At present the home 
can take five babies at 
any one time but Colin 
and Cheryl arc in the 
process of increasing 
the size of the home 
and hope that the new 
facilities will accomo­
date up to 20 children. 
One of the rooms at the 
Sheperd 's Keep re­
quires a vinyl floor and 
a sponsor is sought to 
make this contribution. 

At present there area 
number of individuals 
and companies that 
have taken the cause of 
the abandoned babies 
to their hearts and have 
helped to provide for 
the infants. 

One such company 
is Buxtons in Umhlan­
ga who have a trolley at 

their premises which 
can be filled with baby 
goods by the public 
and is then each week 
taken to the home on 
the Bluff. 

At present the Shep­
ercl's Keep is in need 
of nursery goods, dis­
posable nappies, ster-

ii izers, bottles and teats 
and toiletries. If any­
one in the Umhlanga or 
Durban North areas 
would like to donate 
goods .but cannot get to 
the Bluff then they can 
drop the goods off at 
the residence of Janine 
Wood at 25WagerAve-

nue, Prestondak. Mrs 
Wood will be more than 
happy to transport the 
goods to the home. 

Cheques can be made 
out to "Sheperd's Keep" 
and can be posted to 12 
Kcston Crescent, Marl­
borough Park, llluff, 
4052. 

COLIN and Cheryl Pratley with two of the abandoned 
children that they have cared for. 
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Baby saved after being abandoned on N3 
JILLIAN GREEN 

.-\ nvO-WEEK-OLD babv girl was 
rescued from almost certain death 
when a stranger removed her from 

; the fast lane of the N3 near 
j Tollgate bridge in Durban on 
I Fridav. 
1 The baby was placed in the road 
: by her mother who reportedly told 
: the woman tl-iat she "was getting 
I 

rid of some dagga that she no 
longer wanted". 

According to the investigating 
officer, Sgt Mark Hardwick of the 
Durban Child Protection Unit; a 
woman noticed the mother 
putting a "parcel" ·down and 
queried what she was doing. 

"That was when the mother 
responded that she was getting rid 
of some dagga," he said. 

The woman went to investigate 
what was really in the parcel and 
found the baby. 

Sgt Hardwick said she then con­
tacted the police and the Child 
Protection Unit later took the baby 
to a plac~ of safety on the Bluff. 

Investigations led to the arrest of 
a 24-vear-old woman in Brickfield 
Road: The woman, who was from 
central Durban, would appear in 

court today on charges of attempt­
ed murder and child abandon­
ment. 

Sgt Hardwic.1< said child aban­
dorunent was on the increase. 

The child would be kept at the 
place of safety until the children's 
court had completed its inquiry. 

The babv would then either be 
placed in a state institution or put 
up for adoption. 

P~\!~~;o.---._) 



DOREEN MORRIS 

~Shepherlls 
'IV< 1Jch 
ti H_'ir !lochs . 
[Iv S1'LLY SCOTT 

< '.11/\Hl'l'Y lu·1~i11~: :ii 
11111111'. lh••y s:iy. and 
honw is <·x:ic:tly whrrc 
< '.11li11 :111d CIH•ryl l'rall"Y 
h:1ve c·sl:1hlislwcl llwir 
lnn!clv-sw:u;ssfiil h:1vr~n 
liir :1li:111clc11wd l1:1hi<•s. 

Slu!phc•nl's l(c:r>p :11 1/. 
J\r.:.slrn1 t '.rcsc:c•11I 1111 Uw 
Hl11fr i<: c:111Tc'1illy h11111r 
lo 11i11c! Iii I Ir• so1il~'. wh11 
rlicl lllll f')i;1c:lly h:l\'(' ;1 
grr:1I sl :1rl i 11 l if<' 
(i111:1t!i11•: lwin~: ;111cw­
lH1r11 ;111cl cl11111pc:d l1f•:1cl 
firs! inlu :1loilc:I).11111 
will1pl1:11ly11r TLC frnm 
1111• l'r:il lt:»s :11111 lhf'ir 
1kdic:;1kcl sl:11T, lhl'SP 
l1:ihic:~; :ire sl:irl ing new 
I iws of hnpP. f'Vf'll 

t '11111gh t lw home 
<kp1:11ds entirely on 
don:it ions. 

Shq1hrnl's l\cep isj11st 
one of the l\w:iZ11h1-
N:il:il ch:irifiPs which 
w i 11 hf' ff':1 trnwl on M­
NC'f 's \vr:cldy 
prngr;111111w. M Net 
Cares. which h:1s hern on 
:1ir fqr sili ~'C!:1r~; now ;11ul 
is dP1;i1lc!d 11, promol ing 
Ill!' v:d11:1lilr worl< of 
r 11 :1 '·: ·11111, 11:11 iii•": 
;\, I , 1·.·. ,' ;, •t 1II1 \I 1 11 :I 

Tl1t·1·1':ll'1'.t1l 1·1>1ll'.·:1·. 

lhntl':.:inr.l~ •)f \l'<ll"(h1· 

··i,:.•!I ir-·. :Jll ,,v,.,· SJ\. ::inrl 

· -- ... :,111 ... ·r 
: -i1-•l 1 ::.1p·~ is irn1nri:Hcd" 
with rcq11ests; in f:ict, 
they ::ire :ilre:idy hnok<:d 
up three years in 
<ulvm1ce. 

So. for '1~ wcci1.~ :i ;.'e:1r 
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News B°'siness···· 

P ... _ipeline. explo, sion LIFEcompanieswillstarttoavoid 
the low-premium government 

AS MANY as :foo people may einploye:e market as' the· recently 
have be·e.n killed by an exploding announc·ed termination of loan 
pipeline in Nigeria.The British deductions from siate payrolls will 

AIDS is~ltly:to consu~e ~~f~:~~~s 
1,5°/o of conipanies' P3YJ:oU ~;!~~ess 

. :, -. ' - .. ·. . ·· , . · : . ' - . ·\.OME - :ft.s he brepcired 'to address ~ 

. Cost·of:·ptoduttidn~wiJtclimb'. a~'.labou r tOst escaiate$,~nci~'ptodu~tivity~fa)l_S : ~~~~~ri~1 i~:b~?~g;~i~~:~t;~~~~ 
.. --·· -- _ . ·.-.;.:_··~: j -~>-..i.~~· .. ~·.:_':·· .. 1 

•. • .. ·_--··~_.,--~.~:~;-. • .: ... __ -: -: ~ 4_..-~_:;;(J~;:,
1 . -.~,, .. · ··:-·.- J ··~~-•• ~-._:..._t.· da:Y: to secure the baCkiilg of f~llo~ 

Broadcasting Corporation quoted res!Jlt in higher.lapse iqtes;. 
. villagers yesterday as saying· African Ute said yesterday .. 

the explosion had taken place on . '.Like !tie major microlenders, 
. Monday while people were •. ' Aflife's share has been seriously . DURBAN_: SA ·~~mpanies IJlay have to: 

Nirode Br;imdaw 

usingbucketstocollectpetrol atiectedoygiivernmeilfsrecent set aside as much as 7,5% of.their:an-
flowing from the pipeline after it . annoli_ncel)'lent: Yesterday it lost nual ·payroll to fund· losses i.ncurreci by .. 

. l)ad t;>een pu~ctured by thieves, 4% t6.R23;'bririgmg its declmem AIDS infection, a· Harvard Universify 
on Sunday night. the last montti to 1;1 % and in the ... :, survey has shown: .·: · 
The BBC said the incident : last year ~o 5()%. P_ag~ .1_ 5 . . _ _ L c .. An .HJV-positive• employee witr eosf·"" 
_Qc:Curred at.i\deje. village in the - -- -· --•--' · ~- . an 'emplbyer five· to eighnimes· his·or. • 
o_il,~ic~ Niger Delta regiqn: ln_a . ' GOLD'Reef Ca~ino Resorts has · he'r'.animal salary, '.often: over .a seven-

. sifnilarexplosion in 199.8, about .: . been awarded its se.condcasino . yea': term. by whiCh·Unie t7 disease is · . 

.. 1 000 people died at ttie nearby licenc;e;- a, boon !o future · .otien lata.J, the survey says. . · · 

.·· village~of Jesse: . . , .. reve.nue if !tie gaming industry Th~ research fin.d.ings, whi~h were .. 
·• :·. - · · · · ··c0nt!iluesto~ethefastest-. .·. released.at the 13th International AIDS· 

Cutting city's losses. growing component of the leisure conference ,in Durban"' yesierday;. ai<; · 
·THE Johannesburg Metropolitan:. industry. The ·group hasalso. . based _.on .ttie_ .a~t.ual .~~~ts loJloW!ng,im . 
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South Africa Faults Critics of 
Its President on AIDS Stance 
By RACHELL. SWARNS 

D URBAN, South Africa, 
July l 0 -- Striking a 

defiant and combative tone, 
the South African government 
today lashed out at its 
increasingly vocal critics at 
the 13th International AIDS 
Conference, saying there was 
no need for President Thabo 
Mbeki to affirm that the 
human in1munodeficiency 
virus, H.I.V., causes AIDS. 

ln Today's 
Times 
•AIDS 
Conference 
--------

Continues in 
South Africa 

Issue in Depth 
• Health: The 

------· ---

61R ~_!;_pi de 11.ii ~ 

The goven1ment was responding to the chorus of 
criticism from prominent scientists, physicians and 
activists here who today expressed their 
disappointment with Mr. Mbeki. He opened this 
conference on Sunday night with a speech in which 
he described extreme poverty, rather than AIDS, as 
the biggest killer in this country. 

In recent months, Mr. Mbeki has consulted with 
two American researchers who argue that poverty 
and malnutrition -- and not H.I.V. -- cause AIDS, 
an argument that most established scientists say 
was debunked years ago. Today, in panel sessions 
and interviews, several participants said the 
president had squandered an opportunity to clarify 
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South Africa Faults Critics of Its President on AIDS Stance 

his position and to take a leadership role in fighting 
the disease and preventing the spread of the virus, 
which has infected four million people here. 

Health Minister Manto Tshabalala-Msimang 
dismissed the criticism and accused the news 
media of distorting Mr. Mbeki's message. "The 
president of this country has never denied either 
the existence of AIDS nor this causal connection 
between H.I.V. and AIDS," she said at a news 
conference today. "But we reiterate our view that it 
is inappropriate to blame everything around this 
epidemic on the H.l.V. virus." 

She added that "clearly, the relationship between 
H.I.V. and other social ills afflicting our society 
such as poverty and disease" is complex. 

But in the corridors and halls of the conference 
here, many participants remained perplexed and 
confused by the president's reluctance to say what 
so many people wanted to hear. Some wondered 
whether he was too proud to back down. Others 
wondered whether Mr. Mbeki, who is an 
economist and an intellectual, simply remains 
unconvinced of the links between H.I.V. and 
AIDS. 

No one disputes the link between poverty and 
H.I. V. and AIDS. Prostitutes, migrant laborers, the 
uneducated and victims of sexual violence are 
more vulnerable to infection. And poor people 
typically lack access to drugs that might prolong 
their lives. 

But scientists and researchers fear that Mr. Mbeki's 
heavy emphasis on poverty may confuse people 
and cause them to continue risky sexual behavior. 

Mark Wain berg, the president of the International 
Aids Society, the co-organizer of this conference, 
described Mr. Mbeki's speech, which was 
broadcast live on national television, as a "lost 
opportunity." American officials said privately that 
they feared that Mr. Mbeki had raised broader 
questions about the quality of his leadership. 

Page 2 of 4 
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A South African judge, Edwin Cameron, received 
a standing ovation after he delivered the 
conference's opening speech today and condemned 
Mr. Mbeki for wasting time on discredited theories 
while people were dying. 

"This has shaken almost everyone responsible for 
engaging the epidemic," Judge Cameron, who is 
infected with H.I.V., said of Mr. Mbeki's stance. "It 
has created an air of unbelief among scientists, 
confusion among those at risk of H. I. V ., and 
consternation among AIDS workers." 

The health minister emphasized today that Mr. 
Mbeki was committed to combating the disease 
vigorously by encouraging safe sex and by 
sponsoring research on drug therapies and a 
possible vaccine, which has been applauded by 
researchers here. 

Dr. Awa Coll-Seek, the director of the United 
Nations' department of aids policy, said she was 
encouraged to hear Mr. Mbeki mention the 
program in his speech on Sunday night. But Dr. 
Coll-Seek, who is from Senegal, said she feared 
that the safe-sex message might get lost in the 
emphasis on poverty. 

"I was discouraged," Dr. Coll-Seek said. 

"We were expecting him to be a leader." 

Ask gu~~tions about International News and tell ~'abuzz· 
other readers what you know in Abuzz, a new 
knowledge network from The New York Times. 
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Vaccine Targeting HIV in Africa 
Begins Human Tests This Sun11ner 

By MICHAEL W ALDHOLZ 
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 

DURBAN, South Africa -- Later this summer, 
researchers plan to begin the first human tests of an 
experimental vaccine developed to fight a strain of 
the AIDS virus that is spreading swiftly in Africa. 

Scientists developing the new vaccine say they are 
cautiously hopeful about its prospects. It was 
specially designed to mimic the immune systems of 
a small number of women in Kenya who seem to 
carry a rare, inborn resistance to HIV, the AIDS 
virus. The women are prostitutes who have been 
repeatedly exposed to HIV by their clients but don't 
get infected with HIV or develop AIDS. 

"If it winds up the vaccine is partially protective -­
that is if it can protect SOo/o or so of the people 
vaccinated -- then we may have a vaccine that's 
useful in Africa, where the infection rates are so 
very high," says Andrew McMichael, an Oxford 
University immunologist who has spent the past few 
years trying to understand the biological reasons 
that the women appear to have a natural protection 
against HIV infection. 

Dr. McMichael and his colleagues at the University 
of Nairobi in Kenya are expected to reveal details of 
the vaccine experiment Tuesday at the 13th 
Inten1ational AIDS Conference here, which has 
drawn an estimated 10,000 people from all over the 
world. 
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The first test, to begin in August in Britain in 18 
healthy volunteers, is designed to see only if the 
newly created vaccine is safe and whether it can 
spark the kind of immune-system reaction the 
scientists believe is responsible for helping shield 
the Kenyan women. 

Development of an effective AIDS vaccine is 
considered especially critical in Africa, where few 
experts believe preventive measures -- such as 
encouraging changes in high-risk behavior -- will do 
much to slow the spread of the deadly HIV virus. In 
addition, even if prices of powerful AIDS dn1gs 
come down, they will still be beyond the economic 
reach of n1ost of the Africans expected to be stricken 
with the disease. 

But even if initial tests prove successful, it is likely 
to be several years before researchers know how 
effective the new vaccine can be or whether it has 
the potential to be a useful tool against the virus in 
Africa. 

While several other vaccines have been tested in 
people over the past few years, the one being 
developed by the Oxford and Nairobi scientists is 
expected to attract interest here because it is 
designed to thwart a strain of the virus that is 
common in many parts of Africa but not widely 
seen elsewhere. The most promising other atte1npt 
to develop a vaccine is being undertaken by 
VaxGen Inc., Brisbane, Calif., which now has 
vaccines for two different strains of HIV in late­
stage human tests, one in North America and the 
other in Thailand. No other AIDS vaccines are this 
far along in development. 

The new vaccine has been developed with unusual 
swiftness, thanks in part to funds provided by the 
International AIDS Vaccine Initiative, a small, New 
York-based nonprofit organization largely 
supported by about $26 million from the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation of Seattle. 

The two universities and the British government's 
Medical Research Council, Britain's medical 
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research funding agency, have sought to patent the 
vaccine's design, but IA VI owns the rights to market 
the vaccine -- if it ever proves successful -- in Africa 
and other parts of the developing world. IA VI's 
president, Seth Berkley, says the organization has 
supported the vaccine's development to date with $5 
million and has provided technical help to design 
the trials and gain regulatory approval, the kind of 
support "non11ally provided by the big 
pharmaceutical companies that normally develop 
new vaccines." 

Dr. Berkley says if the vaccine proves useful, his 
organization would probably sublicense it to a 
vaccine maker that agreed to sell it at an affordable 
price in Africa and other developing countries. He 
says IA VI is talking to several large vaccine 
companies that have expressed interest in eventually 
acquiring development and marketing rights to the 
vaccine, as well as several other experimental 
vaccines IA VI is backing. 

The new vaccine was designed by Dr. McMichael 
and his colleagues to trigger a robust army of the 
immune system's white blood cells. When 
examining the blood of the Kenyan prostitutes, the 
researchers found that the women carried an 
unusually large amount of the cells, often called 
killer T-cells. The scientists believe the cells seek 
out HIV \vhen it has entered the bloodstream and 
are able to neutralize it and eliminate it from the 
body. 

Dr. McMichael's research has been followed closely 
because AIDS scientists have become increasingly 
convinced that if a vaccine is ever to be protective 
against HIV, it will have to stimulate killer T-cells. 
Some earlier vaccines that have been tried in people 
didn't have this ability to spark HIV-killing blood 
cells. 

The researchers say the new vaccine is composed of 
genetic material that sparked the desired T-cell 
response in tests involving mice and laboratory 
monkeys. The genetic material is stitched into a 
weakened version of an animal virus and includes a 
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gene removed from HIV that is also be! ieved to be 
responsible for spurring a killer T-cell response. 

In order to gain regulatory approval in Britain and 
Nairobi, the scientists will first test the safety of the 
part of the vaccine containing just the genetic 
material and then, soon afterward, the part 
containing the weakened anin1al virus. If tests in 
Britain and other tests expected to begin in Kenya 
later this year, prove safe, the researchers will begin 
human testing of the combined vaccine. 

"The goal of this test is simply to see if the concept 
is safe and we have figured out how to elicit a 
strong killer T-cell response," Dr. McMichael says. 
"If we can't get the response we want, we may have 
to go back and work on the design some more." 

But Dr. McMichael says that if the vaccine does 
unleash the HIV-targeting T-cells, results of the real 
test of the vaccine -- determining whether it can 
protect high-risk people against HIV infection -­
won't come for several years. 

IA VI, which has raised about $100 million in 
donations to spur AIDS vaccine research, is also 
supporting the development of a vaccine being 
developed by closely held Alpha Vax Human 
Vaccines Inc., Durham, N.C. Dr. Berkley says that 
vaccine, based on a different design than Dr. 
McMichael's, may be ready for a small human study 
beginning early next year. 

Write to Michael Waldholz at 
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US admits assistance 
to Africa is not enougt~. 
PHINDILE NGUBANE 

A!JllOUCH the United Slates was 
commiltt'd to assist J\frie<! in Jec.l­
ing with .'\ids. ii rc:ilb~d lli<11 its 
erlorls so far 11;cre not enough. 

Tlfr; 11·;1s according to the direc­
tor cf the office of national Aicls 
policy at the \'\1hitc House, Ms 
Sandra Thurm,1n, spcakin;~ <d :: 
press conference discu~s~ng 1:;,, 
impact of HIV I Aills on th:: US. 

1v1s Thu•·1:wr1 said the White 
I-fc11:se was "very committed" to 
tielping Africa, with President Bill 
Clinton having asked for an addi-

1 tional $100 million (R685 million) 
for its assistance programme in the 
current financial year. 

She said there was, however, a 
need for more countries and the 
international business sector to 

:...,,joitJ-in supporting the continent. 
" US 'lurgeon-General David 
Satche( whn hosted the press con­
ference, said he was one of the peo­
ple who v.'as pushing for more sup­
port in Africa and developing 
countries. 

The Washington Post was said to 
have recently carried a story critical 

, of the level nf the US's commit­
ment to providing financial assis­
tance to Africa for fighting Aids. 

Ms Thurman said that when she 
visited HIV-infected children at 
King Edward VIII Hospital in Durb­
an yesterday, "I was reminded we 
n.~ed to do more than talk - thev 
1~etcl action, not talk". · 

She was optimistic that thr inter-
1iational conference would come 
up witl1 new information to assi~t 

r----- ·-------·--- ·-··---· 
I 

I 

DR DAVID SATCHER 
'Pushing for support' 

in the fight against Aids. 
Among the research findings in 

the US was that 461X1 cif case~; 

reported from July 1998 to June 
1999 were among African Amer­
icans and 20% among Hispanics. 

Young gay men still· faced high 
rates of infecfo,:; ;,nd betwe•:n 
4 million and 5 million Amc-r;c?r:~: 
fell within the "high risk l>~hav 
iour" group. 

Meanwhile, a R250 000 Aids .1.tJt· 
ue was unveiled at Ce1itral P.1rk 
near the Workshop mall at t:'•· 
weekend. Deputy President jac,1l 1 

Zuma, who unveiled tile st<Jllll'. 
said he had held a meelin.I!. willi 
the presidential Aids 'advisorv 
oanel, which had .1~ivcn li:m "'goc.•: 
i1cws" t!~<!t a v/:cine coul(~ t•< 
rrn;;11:! "wj\ liil I rcaSOfl.'ll 'k lllllc'' 

Criminals warned of zero tolerance 

PICTURE: RO:.lt.RT D'AVl(f: 

:~E: Performers from the South African Drumming Ensemble wowed th'.o crowds 
ny of the International Aids Conference at Kir,~;smead last night. 

"At this Doint in the Aids nan-

THE policL' would adopt a lt!O tol­
erance stance towards anv criminal 
iit:·hJviou;· :~s Durban pli1yed host 
Ill m.01jor events such as the Aids 
conference, police spokesman 
Vishnu Naidoo said yesterday. 

Apart from the 12 000 delegates 
expected at the conference, a large 

"The delegates attending tll« 
Aids conference should take pie· 
cautionarv measures in saieg1i:mi· 
ing thei; belongings likt;- <.'l'il 
ph(1nes, cash and jcwelk:ry, esp' . .' 
cially neck chains," s<:ill !mp 1'~;1:. 

doo. 
"A safe and a securl:'d e1r.,1!10n· 
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PRESIDENT DEFENDS SPECIAL INVESTIGATION 

eki denies 
govt ditherin 
PHINDILE NGUBANE 
& PATRICI< LEEMAN 

XIII llHERHATIONAL t1on st.llu! tli.!t 1110rc tl«111 S 000 scientists 

I
. DS f1oin MOUllli tile· world had united to pre· 

O , · ·,·~.~-· .•·· · .• · pare :111 asscrtio11 lilJt HIV caused !\ids. 

T 
I IERE was no subst:rncc to the alle- '° Tile puhlic:1tio11 of tile don:n1 em fcl-
gJtion that there was any lwsita- lows a heated contnwcr.w in medical and 
tion by tile government to con- political circil's, \\'itli Mr 'Mbeki ~ppe<1ring 
front the challenge of HIV/Aids, tt) side publicly with sevcr<il clissidmts 

President Mbeki said in Durban last night. who reject the tlwory that HIV Gn1scs Aids. 
Opening the 13th World Aids Confer- Accorc!i11g to several informed source\ 

ence during a colourful ceremony watched who declined to be named for fear of vic-
by thousands at the Kingsmead cric!-;et sta- timisation, certain government officials 
dium, Mr Mbeki we·nt to considerable had maintained that tile holding of the 
lengths to justify his recent appointment media wnfcrence at that time coCtl<~ i1ave 
of a special committee to probe the causes been comtrued as "intlammatory''. 
of Aids. A source close to the organisers denil:d 

He said that as he pondered the subject, this was the case. He said the tone of tl1e 
it seemed South Africa could not blame media conference was intended to be "rec-
everything on a single virus. onciliatorv''. He said there had been "in-

One of the questions he had asked was tense go(•crnment" pressure for those 
whether safe sex, condoms and anti-retro- responsible for the declaration to cancel 
viral drngs were a sufficient response to the the media conference. 
health catastrophe which the country was The source drnied tl!at there had been a 
facing'? "political agc:ncla" at any stJge O!l the part 

He said he was looking forward to the of those who had clmvn up the dc:clara· 
results of the deliberations of the panel of THABO MBEKl tion. l'rof S;;lim Abdul Karim, tile chair-
experts, especially regarding the reliability Poverty is biggest killer man of the scientific programme of the 
of the information communicated by cur- 1\icls rnnfcrcncl', SJid the organisers of the 
rent HIV tests and the improvement of media confr•rrnce had not given him any 
South Africa's disease surveillancr wstcm. and the greatest cause of ill· health and sui- reasoJJS ior tile sudden cancellation. 

South Africa would continue it~~ cam- fering across the globe, was e.\trcme pover- He s;1id th;it, to the best of his knowl-
paign agJinst Aids, including promoting a tv. "Is there more that all ol us sl1oulcl do edge, there hacl been nn government or 
sustained public awareness campaign en- together, assuming that in a world d1iven otl1er official interference lvith on those 
couraging safe sex and the use of con- lly a value system l.Jascd on financial prof- who were to l!avc held the media launch. 
dor11S, a better-focused programme target- it .incl individual matc•ri;1I rcw:trds, tile l'roi Karim s;1icl the organisers of tl1c 
eel at tile reduction and climinatio11 of notion of human soliclaritv rc111ains a v;ilid Aids confcn'n<T had 111adc- it clear tn tile 
poverty, ancl the improvement of the precept governing human' hcl1avinur·1" Mr scientists th;1t 11Ic1· were frcr to u~c- tlw 
1tuiri:ional standards of South MriG111s. tvlbeki askr.ct. iarilities of the International Convention 

The campaign would indudt: a cuncert- C• !\ 111edia confen:nce io launch the Centre for their conference. 
eel fight against the so-called t)pportunistic Durban Dcclar;Jtion was called off abrupt- lvieanwhile, ,\NC MP Winnie Madiki­
diseases, including TB and all sc.xuallv ly yesterday- apparently hcc~usc of strong .:-ela-Mandela proclaimed that "HIV causes 
transmit1ed diseasrs, ;, humane response pro!ssure from t11e government on the"16".l'Akls" when she took p;:rt in a march of 

· D'AVICE. to people living with HIV/Aids, as we!! as South African members of the committee about 5 000 activists, organised by tile 
\s a\. Aids orpl1ans, contributing to U1e interna- and the 120 South African scirntists whu Treatment :\ct ion Campaign. Observers 
l , t1onal eltort to develop a v;i_cc111<:, and lur- signed the document. saw 1.'1is ;1s ;1 dirL·CI cliallengc t(, tlic prcsi-
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FRIENDS OF POSITIVE LIVES 

POSITIVE LIVES; Positive Responses to HIV - the international photographic 
exhibition that tells the stories of those living with or affected by HIV I AIDS has 
been praised highly by local community groups, international delegates and the 
media who have seen it at the Durban Art Gallery during the AIDS 2000 
conference. The requests to ustilise the show beyond Durban have been 
numerous. 

Durban Art Gallery have offered to store the exhibition while funds are secured to 
tour the show and to create durable laminate versions of exhibition for use in 
schools and health care centres. 

Become a friend of Positive Lives and help us raise the money to tour the 
exhibition throughout southern Africa and provide a lasting health and education 
tool for local groups. For more information please contact: 

Kevin Ryan, Project Director kevinryansyd@msn.com 

Alice Wynne Willson, Editorial Director aliceww@networkphotographers.com 
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A Call To March at the 
International AIDS Conference, Durban 2000 

OFFICIAL. C/\LL FROM THE TRLATl\:lFNT ACTION CAl\WAIGN (SOllTll AFRICA) AND TllL 
HEALTH CiLOBAL ACCESS PROJECT (GAP) COM,ITION 

GLOB1\L MARCii !:OR HI Vii\ IDS TREATMENT 
TO Tiff INTl::lrNATIONAL AIDS CONFLRFNCI:--
9 .JULY 2000 IN DlJRB;\N SOU Ill :\!:RICA-

WE ASK YOll TO ENJ)QRsr: Tl-IIS (i\IJ. AND TO MOBILISI~ FOR Tl-IF INTI:RNATION/\L MARCI\ 
BFC1\ USL-

HIV has bl to the premature dl'ath of more than 10 million people rrom AIDS worldwide. 

Aeees~ ll' treatment is essential in Pnlcr to save the lives ofnwre than 35 million peopk with HIV worldwide. 

Treatment will e11c\1urage people to come forward. live openly with HIV/AIDS and give real meaning to 
prevention efl\1rts. 

TRI.Al MFNTS ARE AVAii ABLE-Tl-IL PRICE'S ARL: TOO HICii-1 1 

Anti-rctroviral drugs have been shown to extend the lives and improve the health of many people with AIDS 
and advanced HIV disease. Pepple in poor countries cannot gain access to life-saving medications because of 
their price. 

HIV infection <111cl 1\ IDS cire not a death sC'lltcncc. There arc drug~ that can successrully prevent, treat, ;rncl 
curc the oppo1iunistic infections and co-infections, such a~ tuhcrc11losi<;, fung:·tl infections, 1rnc11111onias, 
cancers and rnal;1ria that ki II tnl)St people with 111 V and A IDS. 

EVERYONE 11/\S Tl IE RIGHT TO llI::ALTIL INCL.l!DINCi PEOPLE WITH HIV/AIDS! 

All people with HIV/AIDS have a right to access to these trl'atmcnts in :Hldition to hc;;Jth care. employment, 
education. clcm1 water. adctj11ate nutrition including vitamins and mineral supplements. and housing. 

Denying people with 111\1/AIDS an:ess to affordable rnedi(·incs in ord1.:r to protect profits or inlclkctual 
property rights, is tantamount l\1 genocide. 

Denying nccess to treatments or prcv1.:mion intcrvcnt il1n by any government body using the smokescreen of 
quest i1mi11g the cause 111· A IDS is unacceptable. 

TRFJ\TMLNT \\'ILL SUSTAIN DFVELCW\'IENT 

In the worst affected countries ol'thc world ;\IDS will massively increase inequality and poverty. widening the 
gap between rich nations and pl1or natinns, men and women. as well as rich and poor - ifpcuplc are nut 
allmvecl to live healthy and productive lives. 

i\CCl'SS to treatment for people with HI Vii\ IDS is csscntia I to promote social and t;'COnlm1ic dcvelopmcnt frJr 
all. 

t Cl llLDREN HAVE A RIGI IT TO TIU:.i\TMENT AND F1\MILY LIFE 

~ All children with HIViJ\IDS have the right to lrcatmC'llL parental care and support. 

http://www.tac.org.za/cal12mch.htm 00/07/08 
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Access t(i trL'atn1cnt for adults with children, can give children access to quality parenting support hy 
prolonging that life nml improving thi.: quality ol'thnt Iii\:. This would reduce the devastating impnct on 
children <md poor households. 

\\'OMFN WIT! I I llV/AIDS HAVE AN [()l.JAL RICIHT TO TREATMENT 

Denial oftri.:iltment for lllV/1\IDS aff\:-ct women Ji~proportionatcly becau~e or soci<1I. p(lliticc1l nml economic 
inequality. All womc11 with 1-JIV!AIUS have an (~q11al rig.ht to treatmc11t, care and support. 

All wome11 have a rig.ht to anti-retrnviral access to reduce HIV transmission during pregnancy. 

/\II women and other rape survivors have the rig.ht to be informed that anti-retroviral~ may reduce the risk or 
HIV infection ifthey arc taken within 72 hours of being raped. All rape survivors have the right Lo anti­
retrovirnl access within this time-frainL'. 

HI Vu\ IDS RESEARCf I MUST FOCUS ON POOR COUNTRIES AND COi'v1rvlUNITIFS 

M11st HIV I A IDS research has focussed on the industrialised rich countries. The medical needs of children and 
\.rnmen across thi.: world have largL~ly been ignored. Treatment and care nectb or gay men and men who have 
sex with lllL'n in Al'ric~t. the Middle East. Asia and the Pacific, Lati11 Airwrica and the CaribbL'an have been 
neglected. 

Re~L'areh pril)ritics l\n prevention, treatment. care ~Hid support must retlect thL' profile l)fthe di~easc aml the 
needs ofthnsc who carry the heaviest burden. This is a challenge to the lnkrnillional AIDS Society and the 
conference. 

All people, including people with HIV'A!l)S, have a human right to health care, a11d we call on ;ill individuals, 
organisations. and governments to ensure adi.:quatc rnC'd1cal infra.;trncture. cnrc and treatments to save the livcs 
of people living with HIV/AIDS. 

The Treatment Action Campaig11 (TAC), Health (ilobal Access Project. (GAP) Coalitilrn and the undersigned 
individuals and 1>rganisatiuns will mobilise people throughout the world h> support this call. 

(

We invite the Deputy 1>re~icle11t 1.ifSouth Africa and chairperson of the South African National AIDS Council -
Mr. Jacob Zuma and the natio1rnl Minister or 1-leallh Dr. M<lllt\l Tshahalala-Msiniang tu '.·eceive this call <tt the 
march - as host nation on the continent that is the epicentre ot'thl: epidemic. We ask the South African 
government to u11ite and lead all peupk around this call. 

We invite Dr. Nkosazana Dhlarnini-/u1na the Minister of Foreign Affairs to receive this call and to carry it to 
governments aro11nd the world. 

We invite Prnf'cssor .lc1Ty Coovadia - chairperson of the Cu11ti;~re11c~, to receive the call 011 behalf of the 
medical <111d scientific co111n1u11ity. 

We invite Dr. Stephano Vella ofl/\CS to receive this call on belrnlfofthe medical community \l.i promote lll 
the public the importanCl' ofgl(lbal solidarity in facing. the AIDS crisis. 

We invite Mr. Harvey Bale from the lnterirnii(11rnl Pharmaceutical Manufocturcrs Association to receive this 
e<ill to reducL' the prices of life-saving drugs. 

We invite Dr. PL'IL'r Piot hL'ad of UN/\ l DS and the a111b<1ssad11r~ of every country in the world to receive this 
call and to translate it into the public policies 1Jf th~· govern111ents thL'y represent. 

We invite the ambassadors ufthe European Union and thi.: llnited States to recL'ive this call against 
ressurising poor countries on behalf of drug companies. 

We cal I on every person to _join this march anJ th is cal I t..i save tl1t: I ives nr 111i 11 ion' throughout this world-and 
to bu i Id a glnbal movenk·nt for 111 V A IDS tre<1t111e11t. 

http://www.tac.org.za/cal 12mch .htm 00/07/08 



. , Call to March 

Endorsements: 

Congress of' South African Trade Unions (COSAllJ), Sou1h Ali·ica 
Fcdcrnlion of Unions of South Africa (F[DUSA). Soulh Africa 
Health Global Accc~s Project (Gl\I)) Codlition. United Staks 
International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission (ICiLllRCl, United St<Jlcs 
National Con l'edcrat ion ot Trade Un ions (NACTU ). Sl1t1th l\ f'rica 
l'reatrncni Action Campaign (Ti\Cl, South Africa 

http://www.tac.org.za/call2mch.htm 
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July 10, 2000 

Amid Controversy, South Africa Opens 
World AIDS Forum 

By RACHELL. SWARNS and LAWRENCE K. ALTMAN 

D URBAN, South Africa, 
July 9 -- Opening the 
first international •. 

conference on AIDS held in a '.f1 'i',~. 
developing c?untry, ~resident '~.~ · · · -.. 

1
i 

Thabo Mbek1 today smgled ' • 
out extreme poverty, rather 
than the disease ravaging his 
country and continent, as the 
leading killer both here and 
across Africa. 

South Africa is the country 
with the largest number of 
people infected with H.l.V., 
the virus that causes AIDS --
4.2 million. And its president, 
who has become embroiled in 
an international dispute over 
the disease, pledged to 
intensify his response to the 
AIDS epidemic. But he 
dashed the hopes of 
thousands of participants, and 
noisy protesters, who wanted 
to hear him state clearly that 
H.l.V. causes AIDS. 

Instead, President Mbeki 
skirted the discussion that has 
arisen because he has 
questioned the use of certain 
drugs in treating H.I. V. and 
has even questioned whether 
the virus causes AIDS. 

Among the many researchers 
he has contacted in his quest 
to understand the epidemic 
are two American 
biochemists, Peter Duesberg 
and David Rasnick, who 
argue that poverty and 

gence ranee- resse 
South African dancers perfonning during 
the opening ceremony of the world AIDS 
conference in Durban. 
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argue that poverty and Epidemic 
malnutrition, not 1-1.I.V., 
cause AIDS. When word of 
this consultation became public, international consternation arose. 

As Mr. Mbeki described his attempts to understand how one of the 
worst epidemics in history had enveloped his country just as it had 
freed itself from apartheid, he reflected on AIDS and a long list of 
other diseases afflicting his country. 

"As I listened and heard the whole story told about our own country, 
it seemed to me that we could not blame everything on a single 
virus," Mr. Mbcki said. 

The 13th international conference on AIDS is being held here as 
United Nations officials have been intensifying the alann about 
H.I.V., which infects 34.3 million people in the world, mostly in 
Africa. 

Minutes after Mr. Mbeki finished, Dr. Peter Piot, the head of 
Unaids, a United Nations program that monitors the spread of 
AIDS, said it would require at least $3 billion a year to take basic 
measures in Africa to deal with the disease and tens of billions of 
dollars more each year to provide in Africa the standard drugs used 
in developed countries. 

The $3 billion figure is I 0 times what is now being spent in Africa, 
Dr. Piot said. Unaids estimates that 90 percent of people with H.I. V. 
do not know that they are infected. 

"We need billions, not millions, to fight AIDS in the world," Dr. 
Piot said, and "we can't fight an epidemic of this magnitude with 
peanuts." 

In news conferences and interviews, Dr. Piot said he welcomed a 
pledge of $500 million from the World Bank this weekend as a 
positive step. The rest, he said, needs to come from the affected 
African countries and the developed countries. 

He urged developed countries to cancel the $15 billion in debt 
repayments that African countries owe each year, so the countries 
could use the money for health care and social services for AIDS 
and other diseases. 

But political will is as important as money in stopping the AIDS 
epidemic, he said. 

In the last six years, scientists and AIDS activists have repeatedly 
accused South African leaders of a lack of leadership in combating 
the AIDS epidemic. In 1993, H.I.V. infected 4 percent of South 
Africa's adult population. Now, the figure is 20 percent. 

Tonight, as those taking part in the conference drifted out of the 
cricket grounds where Mr. Mbeki spoke, many left feeling 
disappointed. 

"We, the majority of South African scientists, would have liked a 
clear, unequivocal statement about the relationship between 1-1.l.V. 
and AIDS rather than the hints he made," said Alan Whiteside, who 
heads the AIDS research program at the University of Natal in 
Durban. 

7 I l 0/00 7 2 S A i'vt 
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Mr. Whiteside and others said they were encouraged by Mr. Mbeki's 
pledge to intensify his recently announced program to encourage 
safer sex practices and to sponsor additional research into drug 
therapy and a possible vaccine. 

Thousands of people held a protest rally at City Hall before the 
meeting opened, with Winnie Madikizela-Mandela and others in the 
crowd berating the government for failing to speak frankly about the 
link between H.I.V. and AIDS and lagging in its efforts to fight the 
epidemic. 

"AIDS exists," said Mrs. Madikizela-Mandela, the ex-wife of 
former President Nelson Mandela and a political leader in her own 
right. "H.I.V. causes ArDS. We cannot proclaim this century the 
African century and then ignore the AIDS pandemic as some 
political leaders are." 

Mr. Mbeki did speak about the heavy toll that H.l.V. and AIDS take 
on young people. He also spoke about the toll from malaria, cholera, 
syphilis and "other illnesses with complicated Latin names," along 
with vitamin A deficiency, which he said were among the diseases 
of poverty. 

The text of Mr. Mbeki's remarks released in advance of his speech 
said: "The world's biggest killer and the greatest cause of i II health 
and suffering across the globe, including South Africa, is extreme 
poverty." 

He omitted that passage when he spoke but cited a 1995 report by 
the World Health Organization that described poverty as the world's 
largest killer. "Five years later," he added, "the essential elements of 
this story have not changed." 

A strong hint that Mr. Mbeki would disappoint most of those taking 
part in the AlDS conference in not saying that H.I.V. causes AIDS 
came earlier in the day when scientists canceled a news conference 
because of what they said was pressure from the South African 
government. 

The news conference had been scheduled to discuss a statement 
signed by 5,000 scientists around the world, known as the Durban 
Declaration. It affirmed that scientific evidence supporting the link 
between H.I.V. and AIDS was "clear-cut, exhaustive and 
unambiguous" and was published in the July 6 issue of the scientific 
journal Nature after review by scientific peers. 

But the news conference was unexpectedly canceled minutes before 
it was to have begun. The reason was that "the South African 
government put pressure on us" and threatened to dismiss any signer 
who worked for the government, said Dr. Charles van der Horst, a 
professor of medicine at the University of North Carolina who 
signed the declaration. 

In an interview, Dr. van der Horst declined to name the government 
official who had made the call and said the South African scientist 
who had received it was a signer of the declaration. Dr. van der 
Horst said he had been told that the official had spoken on behalf of 
Mr. Mbeki. 

Tasneem Carrima, a spokeswoman for Mr. Mbeki, denied 
knowledge of any such threat. "We certainly would not threaten 

7110/00 7. 2 '<' :\rvt 
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anybody," she said. 

The declaration came in response to Mr. Mbeki's decision to appoint 
a panel to review the claims of dissidents who do not believe that 
H.I.Y. causes AIDS, Dr. van der Horst said. The panel included 
such dissidents as well as signers of the declaration. 

"We thought no one would give the denialists credence, and we 
were wrong," Dr. van der Horst said. 

He criticized the scientific community for not having published a 
summary statement earlier of all of the sci en ti fie evidence that 
H.I.V. causes AIDS. Now, by giving a platform to a small group of 
dissidents, Mr. Mbeki has helped to divert efforts to fight AIDS, Dr. 
van der Horst said. 

Several scientists say that becoming embroiled in new arguments 
over the causes of AIDS diverts attention and resources from finding 
a solution. 

The declaration was intended as a scientific statement, Dr. van der 
Horst said. But he said the South African government viewed it as a 
political statement. After the declaration was released last week, a 
spokesman for the president, Parks Mankahlana, said it should be 
thrown in the dustbin. 

This week, Mr. Mbeki's government tempered its stringent criticism 
of anti-H.I.V. drug therapy by announcing that it had reversed its 
view about AZT, a drug it had deemed unsafe for pregnant women. 

In discussing his administration's plan to battle AIDS and 
responding to critics, Mr. Mbeki said that "there is no substance to 
the allegation that there is any hesitation on the part of our 
government to confront the challenge of H.I. V-AIDS." 

Dr. Piot said developing countries, though poor, would have to 
spend more on AIDS, because "it is about the survival of the 
nation." 

Mr. Mbeki and Dr. Piot are leaving the conference early to attend a 
meeting of the Organization of African Unity in Lome, Togo, at 
which AIDS is to be discussed. 

71I0f(l0 7•2:\ .\iv! 
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July 9, 2000 

Thousands Demand Help in Fighting AIDS 
On Eve of International AIDS Conference 

Associated Press 

DURBAN, South Africa -- Thousands of protesters gathered here on 
Sunday a few hours before the opening of the 13th International 
AIDS Conference to criticize phannaceutical companies, high drug 
prices and government policies that have kept people with AIDS from 
getting medication that could prolong their lives. 

The crowd marched toward the cricket stadium where South African 
President Thabo Mbeki was to open the conference. About 12,000 
international scientists and journalists are in Durban for the 
conference. 

Many of the demonstrators wore T-shirts reading "HIV Positive," and 
some carried placards with pictures of pharmaceutical executives, 
calling them "Drug Profiteers." 

Mr. Mbeki's AIDS policies have come under severe international 
criticism. The government has refused to finance a program to treat 
pregnant mothers infected with AIDS with the medicine AZT. Mr. 
Mbeki has said there is significant evidence that the drug does more 
harm than good. 

The government also has said it wouldn't make drug therapies 
available to AIDS sufferers because they remain too expensive, 
despite promised discounts from phannaceutical companies. 

Around 70% of the 34 million people infected with HIV or AIDS 
world-wide live in sub-Saharan Africa. About I 0% of South Africans 
are HIV positive. More._ than two million people died of the disease 
last year. 

On Saturday, Dr. Helene Gayle, AIDS chief at the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, said that nearly five million 
Americans have sex and drug habits that put them at high risk of 
contracting AIDS. 

While AIDS infections in the U.S. have fallen dramatically since their 
peak in the 1980s, public health officials worry that complacency 
about the disease could bring AIDS roaring back, Dr. Gayle said in an 
American Medical Association briefing on the eve of the conference. 

"We have seen troubling signs over the past year that we fear could 
signal a resurgence of the epidemic among gay men," she said. 

About 40,000 Americans contract the AIDS virus each year, down 
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About 40,000 Americans contract the AIDS virus each year, down 
from the I 00,000 infections a year during the middle of the 1980s. 
The drop is attributed largely to safer sex habits and avoiding 
contaminated needles. 

In an attempt to see how many Americans still act recklessly, the 
CDC analyzed findings from several large-scale surveys. It concluded 
that between 2% and 4% of the adult population, or four mi Ilion to 
five million people, still put themselves at risk. This includes having 
six or more sexual partners annually, having sex with someone known 
to be infected with HIV, engaging in prostitution, having male 
homosexual contact, and using injecting drugs. 

Dr. Gayle said the study didn't attempt to learn whether this level of 
risky behavior is increasing or decreasing, although there seems to be 
evidence on both sides. Condom use has increased substantially since 
the 1980s, although only 40% of unmarried people and 23% of drug 
users report using them. 
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July 10, 2000 

Levels of HIV Infection, AIDS Fail 
To Decline in the U.S., Data Show 

By ANN CARRNS 
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 

Levels of both HIV infection and AIDS continue to remain stable in 
the U.S., rather than dropping, and roughly five million Americans 
remain at high risk for HIV infection because of their sexual behavior 
and drug use, according to the latest federal health data. 

Researchers with the federal Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention in Atlanta released the data over the weekend, prior to the 
opening Sunday of the 13th International Aids Conference in Durban, 
South Africa. 

The meeting's setting is aimed at highlighting the devastating AIDS 
crisis in Africa. But the CDC also warned that the disease is far from 
beaten in the U.S., where advances in treating AIDS with drugs has 
resulted in some complacency about prevention. That has officials 
worried about a resurgence of AIDS here among high-risk groups, 
such as gay men. 

"Prevention is more critical than ever," said Helene Gayle, head of 
AIDS prevention for the CDC. 

~ti Dollars, Dru 1 f'lliOnsOF 
If the U.S. is to meet a national goal by 
2005 of cutting in half the number of new 
infections of the AIDS-causing HIV virus 
-- to 20,000 annually from 40,000 currently 
-- prevention efforts must be expanded, she 

re Promised a 
AIDS Conferenc 
Combat Disease said. She estimated that meeting that goal 

would cost government and private efforts an additional $300 million 
more a year than current spending levels. 

AIDS cases and deaths fell dramatically in the past decade through 
mid-1998, due to testing and prevention efforts and the advent of 
powerful drug therapies but have remained roughly stable since then. 
The latest CDC data, from the first two quarters of 1999, confirm that 
the numbers continue to remain stable, at about 4,000 AIDS deaths 
and I0,000 AIDS cases diagnosed each quarter. 

Dr. Gayle cited treatment failure, a lack of early testing and treatment 
for some people, and difficulty following new treatment regimens as 
contributors to the failure to further reduce the numbers. 

Therapy with antiretroviral drugs is allowing millions of people to 
live longer with HIV infection, but shortcomings are becoming 
apparent. New data suggest patients must switch drug regimens more 
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apparent. New data suggest patients must switch drug regimens more 
frequently to maintain the treatment's effectiveness, and that each 
change is effective for shorter periods of time. The best option, Dr. 
Gayle said, remains "living without HIV in the first place." 

A new CDC analysis of data from several national surveys shows that 
at least 2% to 4% of the U.S. population, or roughly four million to 
five million people, remain at high risk for HIV. Those at highest risk 
include men who have sex with other men, prostitutes, users of crack 
cocaine or injection drugs, people who have six or more sexual 
partners, and those who have sex with partners known to be 
HIV-infected. Condom use has increased since the 1980s, but only 
40% of unmarried people and 23% of drug users report using them. 

A CDC analysis shows that HIV infection rates remain high among 
some populations, especially gay men. After declining during the 
1980s, infection rates among gay men remained stabre for the past 
decade, with rates of new infection averaging I% to 4% annually. 
Rates are much higher among certain groups -- for example, among 
young gay men, and among those visiting clinics for treatment of 
sexually transmitted diseases. For African-American gay men treated 
at STD clinics, infection rates are as high as 11 % a year. 

Data show increases in bellwether sexually transmitted diseases 
among gay men in several cities. San Francisco health officials 
disclosed that HIV infections rose significantly in 1997-1999. 

Write to Ann Carrns at ann.carms@wsj.com 
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Report Dims Hope for AIDS Therapy 

By LAWRENCE K. ALTMAN 

D URBAN, South Africa, July 7 -- A 
United Nations-sponsored study of 

AIDS infection among infants has dashed 
the hopes of scientists who thought they 
had found a simple way to prevent 
mothers from giving their infants the 
AIDS virus during breast-feeding. 

The results of the study, discussed 
during interviews here ahead of an 
international AIDS conference, 
confirmed earlier reports that a relatively 
simple drug regimen can stop many 
infected mothers from infecting their 
children during pregnancy and childbirth. 
But it alsn found that the protection does 
not last for as long as experts had hoped, 
and the therapy appears to leave children 
vulnerable to infection from breast milk. 

Scientists had hoped that the treatment 
would be a powerful weapon in their 
broad effort to shield very young 
children from the AIDS epidemic in 
Africa, without the need to tackle the 
ditlicult issue of breast-feeding, which is 
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a medical risk but a cultural, religious or economic necessity for 
millions of African women. 

For about the last five years, doctors have been giving women in the 
United States and elsewhere infected with H.l.V., the virus that 
causes A IDS, one of two treatments during pregnancy to prevent the 
spread or the disease to their unborn children. The infants were 
treated in the first few days after birth, and an earlier study showed 
significant reductions in A IDS infections in the first six weeks of life. 
The success of that and similar studies had been hailed as one of the 
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rare triumphs in the \var against AIDS. 

The new study, which involved I, 797 people and was the largest 
ever performed on the translllission of A!DS frolll mothers to 
children, followed children who were born to these mothers and 
found that by 18 months the initial benefit was completely lost as the 
infants who had been spared infection at birth later became infected 
through breast-feeding. 

At week six in the study, 6 7 percent of the babies born to mothers 
who took the two-drug combination were infected or had died, 
compared with 16.4 percent in the group that received no drugs. But 
the infection and death rates after 18 months were 21.3 percent in 
the treatment group compared with 26.8 percent in the placebo 
group. 

The findings are to be repo11ed at the 13th International Conference 
on AlDS, which begins on Sunday. But the study's leaders disclosed 
the findings in extensive interviews in advance of the meeting 
because c.,f their public health importance 

"It's bad news," said Dr Joep M. A. Lange, of the Academic Medical 
Center in Amsterdam, the study's principal investigator. The study 
was conducted in South Africa, Tanzania and Uganda by researchers 
from the three African countries and his Dutch team. 

In retrospect, said Prof. Hoo sen M. Coovadia, the head of the 
department of pediatrics and child health at the University of Natal 
and the /,fDS conference's chairman, who helped design the United 
Nations study, "it was n<lr"ve to believe that continued breast-feeding 
would not make an impact." 

Nevertheless, said Dr. Glenda Gray, who heads the perinatal research 
unit at Baragwanath Hospital and the University of Witwatersrand in 
Johannesburg, "it's not all or nothing because we can still make a 
differencf'" by trying other approaches. 

The new challenge for A IDS researchers and government officials is 
to preserve the benefit of dn.ig therapy in pregnancy and find safe 
alternatives to breast-feeding. That is a formidable task in Africa 
where the overwhelming majority of women breast-feed their infants 
for long periods. Pover1y limits the ability of women to buy formula 
and breast-milk substitutes Widespread contamination of water 
supplies and poor sanitation make it dangerous to mix formula. Also, 
male dori~ination leaves many women with little ability to choose an 
alternative to breast-teeding And a woman who avoids breast­
teeding her infant can be stigmatized as having AIDS. 

Fw1her, the findings seem ce11ain to renew the often bitter 
controversy over breast-teeding, which pits the new public health 
emergency of AIDS against a fi.rndamental, even ideological, 
pediatric practice Proponents say "breast is best" for infant nutrition 
and that the dangers of contaminated water make the use of formula 
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too risky But opponents contend that formula and other substitutes 
are needed in the face of a growing epidemic in which an estimated 
5 70,000 children became H IV -infected last year, mostly in Africa, 
where more than a third of pregnant women in some countries are 
infected. 

Unaids, a joint United Nations program, has issued recommendations 
intended to discourage H. I V.-infected women from breast-feeding, 
but it said the decision should be left to each mother, in pan because 
the controversy cuts across cultural and religious beliefs. 

The new findings could also have political ramifications. 

The South African president, Thabo Mbeki, has caused an 
international furor in recent weeks over his questipning of the use of 
AZT in combating mother-to-child transmission of H. I V 

And the t~ndings could bring added pressure on governments in third 
world countries for wider testing among pregnant women to identify 
those who can breast-feed safel_y and to identify and counsel mothers 
who are infected but whose infants are not. 

When the benefits of drug therapy during pregnancy were first 
reported. ALDS researchers were surprised that a relatively short 
course of drugs could have such an impact in preventing rnother-to­
child transmission of H. l. V. But there was no way to know in 
advance how long the benefit would last. 

In the regimen found most effective in that study, a woman takes 
AZT and another drug_ 3TC (lamivudine), for four weeks before her 
expected delivery date and again during labor Then both mother and 
infant take the two drugs for one week after delivery. 

The United Nations study was also pivotal in leading to apparent 
success with an even simpler, cheaper and seemingly more effective 
therapy -- a single pill of nevirapine given to a mother at the time of 
delivery and one dose in fluid form to the infant. That study was 
conducted in Uganda by Johns Hopkins University researchers with 
funding from the United States National Institutes of Health. 

However, Dr Lange said that "there is no reason to believe that this 
loss of effect is specific for" the combination of AZT and 3TC. 

Indeed, a follow-up of the nevi rapine study in Uganda shows the 
same negating effect in the breast-feeding period, said Francis 
Mmiro. a professor of obstetrics at Makerere University in Kampala. 

In a separate development. Boehringer lngelheim, which makes and 
sells nevirapine as Virarnune, announced today that it would offer the 
drug at no charge for five years to prevent mother-to-child 
transmis51011 in developing countries. 

The company said the action was pa11 of its commitment to the 
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collaborative effort of five companies, the United Nations, the World 
Bank and cooperating governments to explore practical collaborative 
effo11s to make Al OS drugs more affordable and more widely 
available. 

Leaders of the United Nations study said they would have to go back 
to the drawing board to find new ways to block mother-to-child 
transmission of H. IV. 

"No single intervention will control pediatric AIDS," said Dr. 
Coovadia. The challenge now is "to make breast-feeding safer just as 
we have made sex safer," he said. 

Dr. Coovadia and Professor Mmiro of Uganda were among those 
who said they were concerned that government leaders might stop 
paying for public programs to prevent mother-to-child transmission 
on the grounds that breast-feeding reversed many of the early gains 

Gee11 Haverkamp, who coordinated the United Nations, said his 
Dutch team from the Academic Medical Center now plans to 
conduct at least one follow-up study to help identify new ways to 
prevent infection of newborns. 

In the planned study involving 500 children, they will receive either 
nevirapinc or 3TC during the entire period their mother breast-feeds 

In a possible second study, about 500 mothers will receive three anti­
H.1. V. drugs (AZT, 3TC and a third to be chosen) for the entire 
period she breast-feeds. 

Reflecting on the new findings, Mr. Haverkamp, a sociologist, said 
that "we know there are certain limitations to short-term therapy 
during pregnancy, but we have to fight for what we won." 
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Don't forget the Aids orphans ,c~,d~J''3 
Young victims are being ignored at governments' peril, writes Albina du Boisrouvray 

T
HE Aids crisis paradigm is finally 
beginning to shift. As more than 
10 000 delegates flock this week to 
Durban for the first World Aids 

conference held in a non-Western loca­
tion, an overdue discussion about the real 
global dangers of the HIV-Aids pandemic 
is slowly emerging. 

It is far more urgent than the debate 
over drugs that President Mbeki bravely 
and perhaps misguidedly started as he 
stared down the barrel of a medical Bill 
that would easily bankrupt his country 
and its hopes for improving the lives of a 
people who had fought apartheid only to 
be devastated by a horrific plague, · 

On the agenda now are far more pro­
found issues that are finally working their 
way into the mainstream media and the 
comments of responsible officials in the 
United Nations bureaucracies tasked with 
fighting Aids. 

The New York Tunes fingered the more 
profound challenge when journalist Don­
ald G McNeil pointed out that Aids in the 
developing world could not be contained 
the same way it had been in the West. 

Put simply, it is not just a medical prob­
lem. "Overseas experts," he reports, "say 
that even seeing the epidemic that way is 
a luxury that reflects American thinking: 
any germ can be killed with a big enough 
wad of dollars." 

He quotes experts who anchor their 
analysis in the underdevelopment, pover­
ty and lack of a health infrastructure in 

countries that are developing unevenly, if 
at all. 

So far so good. Getting out of the 
myopia of Western thinking is a first step. 

But this problem has a deeper 
dimension which is still missing 
in a media that often prefers to 
bash ineffective African leaders 
for not doing enough, when 
those same governments rarely 
have the infrastructures or cap­
acities to deliver any services 
well, much less those that re­
quire a far more sophisticated 
public health system. 

Ten years ago, I helped the late scholar 
Jonathan Mann produce the definitive 
two volume Aids In The World study for 
the Global Aids Policy Coalition and · 
Harvard's FXB Centre for Health and 
Human Rights, which argued that Aids 
was a global public health emergency 
anchored in the deprivation of human 
rights worldwide. 

I T REPORTED that Aids cases were 
being dangerously undercounted, and 
warned that the virus would spread 

and predicted its devastating effects. 
Sadly, many of Dr Mann's prophetic 

wanlings were dismissed, or branded 
apocalyptic. But now, finally, years after 
his own death, some of his insights are 
corning to the fore. Officials at UN agen- . 
cies are realising that more has to be done 
to get atthe roots of the problem. 

For me, this.argument is not an acade­
mic one. 

I run a non-governmental organisation 
with child-centred projects, on the 

ground in 13 countries, in 
Africa, Asia and Latin 
America. 

Our field workers, drawn 
mostly from local communi­
ties, are working with the vic­
tims of the epidemic every 
day. 

What they are seeing daily 
is not being reported or un­

derstood adequately. 
What we are doing - successful projects 

offering micro solutions with macro 
implications - is ignored as governments 
pour more money into many ineffective 
programmes. 

If we are to reframe this issue, here's 
what we can do. 

First, recognise that millions of those 
affected by the epidemic can be saved 
now. · 

They are children, many orphaned by 
the crisis. Their numbers are being under­
counted by governments and agencies 
alike. These Aids orphans can be reeled 
back into society - and must be - before 
they are infected or drift into criminal 
gangs or armies recruiting child soldiers. 

They are a time bomb destined to desta­
bilise the future of Africa unless we act. 

Next, the rights of these children must 

be guaranteed by the prompt passage and 
implementation of the lnternational Cov­
enant on the Rights of the Child. (Somalia 
and the United States are the only two 
nations yet to ratify this bill of rights for 
children.) 

THE plight of these Aids orphans can­
not be sidelined or ignored by focus­
ing only on treatment or prevention 

modalities. We need to help and empow­
er infected communities to provide a safe­
ty net of love and assistance for these chil­
dren. Economies that do not respect the 
rights of these children are de facto child 
abusers. 

·This is not a matter of charity. The eco­
nomic survival and security needs of these 
countries are at risk if we don't act. 

These children are future workers who 
will not be able to serve their nations if 
they are not educated but allowed to roam 
the streets and scavenge for survival. 

They are our next global generation. A 
decade ago, the world ignored well-docu­
mented warnings about the trajectory of 
Aids. Will we do the same again by ignor­
ing the cries of more than 100 million of 
the world's children who have no voice, 
vote or powerful delegation at the United 
Nations? 

French Countess Albina du 
Boisrouvray is the president of the 

Franfois-Xavier Bagnoud Association 
and Foundation (ww.fxb.org) and a 
well-known world advocate for Aids 
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AIDS TRIALS TO START SOON 
Finding a vaccine to treat 
sufferers will take up today's Aids 
conference session. Medical 
Reporter Ishani Bechoo, Sapa, 
AFP and Reuters report. 

S
OUTH Africa will start human 
trials on a possible HIV I Aids 
vaccine within the next six 
months, but it could still take 

several years before such a vaccine 
becomes a reality. 

A discussion on whether a vaccine 
for HIV I Aids can be developed will be 
one of the main topics on the agenda of 
the 13th International Aids Conference 
in Durban today. 

In the first three days of the confer­
ence, delegates have repeatedly empha­
sised that a vaccine was the only way 
to win the. war against HIV I Aids. 

Twenty years after the disease was 
diScovered, scientists have not 
managed to find a workable vaccine. 

In six months' time, South Africa, in 
partnersh~:[j':i'.\vith the US, will start 
humantrials on such a vaccine - the 
first to be conducted in Africa. 
· Little research on a vaccirie has been 
condtitt~d~iri\;Af'ifoa, where.'two-thirds 
cir tl:ie.w'Odd.·s.Hiv / Aids infede'd popu-
lation liy~.. ,. . _ . 

Most of.theJ'esearch so far has been 
done in Eu.rap~ and America. 

Clinton. 

The two grants, which will be given 
to the MRC over five years, is the 
biggest contribution made to a 
research organisation in South Africa. 
More than $12-million has been donat­
ed for an HIV vaccine trial and $7-mil­
lion for an HIV prevention trial unit. 

Pi·ofessor Slim Karim, director of 
the HIV Prevention and Vaccine 
Research at the MRC, said: "Both units 
will ensure that South Africa stays at 
the forefront of the global effort to 
devise and test HIV vaccines and pre­
ventive strategies." 

Forefront 
Meanwhile, Judge Edwin Cameron 

yesterday introduced the Aids 
Empowerment and Treatment 
International (AidsETI), a new organi­
sation which is calling for those "who 
are now able to .buy life itself; to help 
those without the resources to buy 
life". · 

Described as a new organisation of 
people living with Aids, AidsETI aims 
to mount a significant u·eatment pro, 
gramme in Africa by collecting dona­
tions and drugs and using them to treat 
people with Aids, to provide them with 
psycho-social ~upport and advanced 
knowledge of HIV treatment. 

Other developments at the confer-
ence yesterday were: . 

DAids activists from South Africa 
and the US and representatives of the 
United Nations paid tribute to Miss 
Gugu Dlamini, who was stoned to 

-US President Bill Clinton has said he death in KwaMashu in 1998 two weeks 
would like to see a vaccine on the mar- after she divulged that she was HIV-
ket by the year 2007. positive. 

US-based scientist Ms Margaret Liu O South Africa tops a list indicating 
will lead a discussion today on whether the number of primary schoolchildren 
it is likely that the world will have an who lost a teacher to Aids last year, in a 
Aids vaccine within seven years. new United Nations report. An esti-

The pharmaceutical industry will mated 100 000 South African school­
also ad_dr(:!ss its role in developing a children lost a teacher to Aids. 
vaccine.: ; . · D Human Rights activist Professor 

,: fy'Iedichl.'Research Council president Fatima Meer joined a group of Aids 
Professor William Malekgapuru and debt relief activists to demand the 
Makgoba will, with a number of 0ther scrapping of Third World debt so the c 
scientists, discµss an African strategy money could be used to fight Aids. . f 
for HIV vaccines. D The fear of fa)J.ing pregnant and t 

Today will be the· last day of major. being considered "cool" was higher on i: 
discussions at the conference. Former the agendas of African teenage girls, tl 
president Mr Nelson Mandela will especially those in urban centres, than 
close it tomorrow. the threat of contracting HIV; a panel f: 

However, it has not all been bad news of five young women agreed. 
at the conference as yesterday Aids D The Network for Sex Workers - a s 
research in South Africa received a global organisation representing pros- s' 
boost · when the Medical Research titutes - said the fight against Aids 
Coundl (MRC) was ·awarded grants of would be futile if the world continued R 
more than RlOO-million by the US to marginalise sex workers. I; 
National Institute for Health to estab- Representatives said they wanted pros- a 
lish two research units to study HIV titutes to be accorded the same status v.. 
prevention strategies and vaccines. as other professions. t1 

j 

~. 

"_, •. .._. .... ~ .. ··~-· .• : .. ~···..._ .. ~.····· ···-··· ....... ·.·-'"····~· •.•• ..... o:,- - .•. 

PHOTOCOPY 
PRESERVATION 



".~<.···~ ....,.~ ~~& ,. 9 40%~~fil []>Ail~ Htu>B- '(h1JrSd""jJ 
·· J"vl-' 13, too~ 



6 News 
PHOTOCOPY 

~~~~Qi'JR\~,-~JG@~; 

DAILY NEWS THURSDAY JULY 13 2000 CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOC PY 

Yes, I have Aids 
Bv BARBARA COLE 

IN THE Shangase Tribal 
Authority area of Ndwedwe - a 
cine-hour drive from Durban -
telling the community that you 
have Aids is just not done. 

When Miss Sylvia Vezi (34) told 
her family members that she had 
Aids, they kicked her out. Then 
relatives refused to take her in. 

A recent survey carried out in 
600 homes in the area revealed 
that one third of the mothers can­
vassed would also be reluctant to 
care for a relative suffering from 
Aids. It confirmed there was wide­
spread stigmatisation, despite the 
Zulu culture which believes in 
caring for sick relatives. 

Stigmatised though she has 
been, the brave Vezi is now talking 
openly about her Aids status, 
thanks to the advice she got from 
staff. at Durban's Addington 
Hospital and the support she is 
receiving from members of the 
local community health commit­
tee. 

"I was told at the hospital that 
this does not need to be the end. 
There is still much to do. This gave 
me hope," said Vezi, the single 
mother of a six-year-old son, 
Sithembiso. 

Vezi, the second woman in the 
area to go public about her Aids, 
told the community and a party of 
influential Americans, who have 
ploughed time, experience and 
money into the region's Aids pro­
gramme, her story · at the 
Thafamasi Clinic this week. 

Another woman, who spoke 
about her Aids status to a group in 
January, has since died. 

Vezi said she explained to people 
that ''it was not a crime to have 
Aids". 

While unafraid of the future, she 
said her big problem was her lack 
of money. She wanted to support 
herself by selling beadwork but, 
financially, things were difficult. 

And her advice to other people? 
"Behave properly, use condoms 
and be faithful to your partner." 

PICTURE: BARBARA COLE 

BRAVE Sylvia Vezi, supported by community organiser Sibusiso 
Xaba, has broken her silence about Aids 

Medical Care Development 
International (MCDI), a non-profit 
organisation dedicated to im­
proving the quality of life, has 
received massive funding from 
the United States Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID) to improve community 
care of children affected by Aids 
in the Ndwedwe area. 

In the three years that MCDI has 
been working there, the HIV-Aids 
epidemic has outstripped the ini­
tial expectation and the situation 
has reached "emergency status". 

Now. in response, care-workers 
are being trained to teach about 
Aids prevention, to help families 
look after relatives with Aids and 
to care for orphans whose parents 
have died from Aids. 

A gasp went up from the 
American guests when Miss 
Bongiwe Zungu said there were 

137 orphans in the area. Not all 
were Aids orphans, however, she 
said later. 

Ms Vivian Lowery Derryck, the 
associate administrator for USAID 
in Africa, told the community: 
"We want to be there to help you 
deal with this problem." 

She announced that USAID 
would be signing an agreement 
with the Nelson Mandela 
Children's Fund tomorrow. 

The agreement will involve a 
US$5m (R35-million) partnership 
aimed 3t mobilising community 
support for children infected with 
and affected by HIV-Aids. Orphans 
and vulnerable children will 
receive help, strengthening family 
and community-based care, while 
parents will be helped to develop 
income-generating activities to 
keep their families together while 
coping with the illness. 



lightly over a year since he took of­
fice as a democratic South Africa's sec­
ond Head of State, President Thabo 
Mbeki already faces a very real danger of 
not being taken seriously on some im­
portant issues, and in the process badly 
damaging himself. 

While during the same period he has 
made tremendous strides, primarily 
managing to emerge from the shadow of 
Nelson Mandela, the giant whom he suc­
ceeded, and to carve his own indepen­
dent identity and in the process made a 
major impact in some international af­
fairs. Mbeki has afso made some deci­
sions and pronouncements which have 
taken many aback. 

Even his less-jaundiced detractors will 
readily concede that Mbeki has taken a 
firmer hold on his government and has 
emerged as the main African leader to 
sound out on numerous issues to do with 
the continent. and a man who is certainly 
worth giving an audience. l\fost unfortu­
nate is the fact that here at home he is fast 
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HIV stance undermines Mbeki 
His handling of Zimbabwe crisis was also worrying, says Kaizer Nyatsumba 

losing respect in ce1iain predictable and 
not-so-predictable quarters. 

While it would be understandable that 
a man who came to be known to stand un­
compromisingly for transformation and 
the advancement of the African majority 
would not be the most popular among 
those threatened by the re-ordering of 
om society. it is very worrying that even 
some people who would normally agree 
with him and his transformation agenda 
are increasingly growing concerned 
about some of his positions. 

It is indeed easy to understand that 
those who had previously made known 
their public support for Cyril Ramaphosa 
as l\'Iandela's successor and had actively 
vilified Mbeki would be at the forefront of 
those generally lacking respect for the 
presiderit and now routinely referring to 
him - in newspaper reports, on radio and 
in general conversation - by his first 
name only as though they were good per­
sonal friends with him. 

While one remains very concerned 
even about this strange familiarity (after 
all, it does breed contempt!) with i\lbeki, 

one is concerned even more about the 
questions increasingly being asked in 
murmurs about the president's positions 
on some issues, notably on the Zimbabwe 
issue ahead of the recent elections in that 
country and on the HIV-Aids debate 
which ought to have passed the debate 
stage aeons ago. 

While one certainly does not share 
the view which has taken root in pre­
dictable quarters that the quality of some 
of Mbeki's cabinet appointees is ques­
tionable. one does nevertheless wonder 
why those who smrow1d the president 
and have such ready access to him would 
appear to have remained quiet and stood 
by to watch like spectators while IVTheki 
discredits himself on the above two issues. 

For what African Renaissance can 
Mbeki talk of with any authority if he is 
seen to condone blatant thuggery and 
unconventional campaigning methods 
which have bordered on authoritarian­
ism in Zimbabwe. and when his organi­
sation, the ANC, proudly and piously 

hails as free and fair an election during 
which an opposition party was allowed 
neither to campaign freely in many ar­
eas nor to buy advertising on State-con­
trolled media, among other things? 

As even his detractors concede. 
Mbeki is a considerable intellectual 
himself and a voracious reader on a 
wide range of issues. 

While one accepts that part of being 
an intellectual is 'rigorously to question 
things and even challenge the perceived 
wisdom of the time, in the case of the 
HIV-Aids epidemic which has so ruth­
lessly assailed South Africa Mbeki ap­
pears to have gone way too far. 

It is one thing for the Duesbergs of 
this world, who are themselves scientists 
of considerable repute, to differ with 
their counterparts on matters of this 
magnitude, but it is another thing alto­
gether for a Head of State formally to en­
dorse (or appear to be endorsing) such 
dissenting views anrl take on the inter­
national scientific community in the 
face of overwhelming scientific evidence 
to the contrary - especially at a time 

--------·- ·-·----
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when the virus is ravaging the country. 

It is one thing for the government to 
plead poverty when it comes to acquir­
ing the recommended medicines to give 
to those who need them, but it is another 
thing altogether to say a declaration on 
HIV-Aids by 5 000 scientists ''belongs in 
the dustbin". as presidential spokesper­
son Parks Mankahlam1 is reported to 
have said. 

Now, if thilt is correctly attrib­
uted (ancl it had not been den iecl rn the 
time of writing this column). that 1s ar· 
rogance of rile worst kind and does even 
more damage to Mbeki's office. 

It is is indeed commendable for the 
president to have an enquiring mind a1]cl 
listen to all sides of a debate but it is 
sheer arrogance to say a document 
signed by so many knowledgeable scien· 
tis ts will not even be given the courtesy 
of being closely read. 

This reOects poorly on Mbek i's office. 
II Kaizer Nyatsumba is the editor of the 
Daily News in Durban 
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!\IDS CONFERENCE: FINDING SOLUTIONS TO THE PROBLEM OF IGNORANCE 

D
EAR friends. Never before 
has South Africa seen so 
great a concentration of 
authorities and experts on 

\ids than at this conference. 
ndeed, you are welcome in our 
:ountry 

My purpose in writing this open 
etter to vou is not to ply you with 
acts and scientific data about the 
101Tor of the HIV I Aids crisis in the 
,vorld today Rather, I would like to 
Jlace before you two fundamental 
;omponents in our joint fight to 
:liminish and eradicate the prob­
em. The first is commitment. 

Every clay we need to examine our 
~ommitment to the struggle against 
A.ids. This is the challenge I lay 
before you also. How do . we make 
:mr commitment meaningful? 

vVhether you are a cabinet minis­
ter, a professor of medicine, a 
bishop, a legal expert, a community 
leader, an educat01~ a psychologist 
-whatever you are - what does your 
commitment mean to you? Have you 
been tested for HIV? If not, how 
serious can you be in your commit­
ment to this struggle? 

WHAT BRINGS YOU TO this con­
ference? Is it scientific curiosity or 
professional credibility? Or is it 
your concern for the suffering of 
people? 

The need for academic inform­
ation is indisputable. Our plea to 
you is that you share with us the 
responsibility for seeing that it is 
put to good use by governments, 
churches, schools, businesses and 
the many other institutions which 
can ancl do have the power to use it 

Giving help to the sick 
and hope to the poor 

sangomas (traditional healers) can 
supply HIV-resistant muthi (healing 
potions). Another is that well­
dressed, educated and hygienically­
living people can't infect others. 
Another is that sex with very young 
girls is safe. Or that bathing imme­
diately after sex will protect you. 

Perhaps the most serious mis­
belief of all is that ostracising HIV­
positive people will keep the rest of 
society safe. There is a good deal 

Unless we come up with answers, our efforts to combat the disease will be 
meaningless, argues Danny Chetty in this open letter to the delegates 
attending the International Aids Conference in Durban. 

more misinformation flooding our 
communities, but the point has 
been made. 

So, how do we replace misinfor­
mation with accurate information? 

to combat the problem. 
Research papers may pile up and 

library shelves strain to hold the 
great volume of academic work on 
the subject of HIV I Aids, but what 
good is it if it has little effect on the 
rampant spread of the virus in the 
world~ and particularly in Africa? 

For those men and women cut 
down in the prime of life, for the 
wives and mothers infected by their 
partners, for the babies orphaned 
and the children infected as a result 
of rape, we weep. Genuine compas­
sion is distinct from sentimentality 

Let us re-discover our ability to 
feel and express compassion. 
Nothing can match profound com­
passion for producing vital action. 

The second component of our 
fight against Aids is priority V.'hat, 
indeed, are our priorities in dealing 
with the problem? 

I HAVE NO DOUBT at all that Aids 
education is top of the list. However, 

-~---
The challenge ... is 
how we make our 

commitment (to the 
fight against Aids) 

meaningful ... and what 
are our priorities in 

dealing with it ... 

our work in raising awareness has 
leaned heavily on scare-statistics. 

An example: one in three people 
in KwaZulu-Natal is HIV-positive. 
Most people are alarmed. But so, 
too, are they ignorant. A young man 
I spoke to recently felt that to pro­
tect himself against Aids he should 
not have eight girlfriends at a time. 
'Would three then be OK?'' I asked 
him. "No!" he said; "only one." 

So fa1: so good. But when I asked 
him if he thought it necessary to 

I am confident that the conference 
use a condom with one girlfriend, will deal with the broad aspects of 
he replied, "Of course not! You can't · this question: the nature of the 
get Aids from one girlfriend". information, government policy 

Many people I have spoken to and so on. But we need also to 
have refused to take the test because mobilise every appropriate agency 
they think that once you know you to make policies practical - every 
are HIV-positive, you have no option church, every school, every non­
but to "drop out" of society and governmental organisation, every 
community Or they adopt the atti- business. This is the challenge 
tude: "There are so many ways to facing Practical Ministries also. 
get Aids, you are likely to get it any- I leave it to you to deal with the 
way. You might as well get it while remaining priorities. However, I 
enjoying sex." would like to appeal to you to 

SOME PEOPLE HAVE TOLD me 
frankly that they have slept around 
so much, they don't need testing to 
tell them they are HIV-positive. 

"Wl1at difference will it make to 
me?" (No thought for their part­
ners). Obviously ignorant of the 
role of STDs in aggravating the 
Aids syndrome, they believe they 
might as well carry on regardless. 

Many other myths abound in 
local communities. One is that 

address yourselves to the inter-rela­
tionship of state economic policy 
and Aids. Perhaps you can come up 
with some solutions to the problem 
of how the poor. the dispossessed 
and the undernourished can cope 
with living with the virus. 

We wish you well in yom deliber­
ations. 

Reverend Danny Chetty is the 
director of the Port Shepstone­

based Practical Afinistries. 

CLKNTON L!BRARY PHOTOCOPY PHOTOCOPY 
l'ilESERVATION 



CLINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY PHOTOCOPY 
PRESERVATION 

:.;... 

·=:.' .-;t 
-~~-~~ 



S
OUTH Africa is frenzied over 
the Aids crisis: Is HIV linked 
to Aids? Should the Govern­
ment be spending more 

money on the problem? Indeed, does 
the Government care about the 
poor? Are drug prices too high? 

The truth is that in politics every 
interest-group promotes its own 
agenda, and the Aids problem is a 
case in point. It would not be so far 
fetched to say that, because of this, 
the issues are being clouded by 
emotion, leaving the essence out of 
focus. Perhaps it is time for a sober 
analysis of the situation. 

Medical scientists view health, 
and in this instance Aids, as a 
priority. Accordingly, a government 
that cannot provide treatment for its 
people is surely failing in its duty to 
service their needs. After all, to see 
people suffering and to do nothing· 
about it is morally repugnant. 

·Indeed, it borders on criminality. 
Moreover, for renowned scientists 
to be questioned about their scien­
tific accuracy and rigour is out­
rageous. For them, it is as simple 
·as that. 

The Government feels that its 
hands are tied. It has not yet 
acquired the skill to address such 
complex problems. Dr Manto 
Tshabalala-Msimang recently 
exemplified this lack of competence 
when she retorted that she was the 
"Minister of Health, not the 
Minister of Aids", when being 
pressed for an explanation for the 
Government's approach to the Aids 
issue. But the Government does 
have financial constraints. Despite 
a concession by drug companies, 

Aids: Let's start taking 
stock of our lives · 

· Every sector in South Africa needs to be accountable in the fig ht against 
.• Aids. The solution to combating this pandemic does not rest with the 
:' Government alone. Trusha Reddy reports. 

drug treatment is still unaffordable. 
For them, it is as simple as that. 

Individucil allegiances may differ 
according to personal experiences 
and attitudes. Regardless, we would 
all love to live in a country where 
health care was a right, not a privi­
lege, and where people joined hands 
in the spirit of altruism. Unfortu­
nately, we have to deal with reality. 

SAYING THAT the Government 
wasted millions on the World Cup 
2006 Soccer bid and a jet for 
President Thabo Mbeki when the 
money could very well have been 
spent on Aids drugs, is merely 
taking a pot shot at them. In fact, 
saying that we can lessen the crisis 
significantly by giving AZT to preg­
nant mothers is a superficial analy­
sis and a band-aid remedy at best. 

I am not trying to absolve our 
leadership froni responsibility, or to 
pull "a Parks Mankahlana". 

Admittedly, the Government, 

_· ___ -----·~-----------
We would all love to 

live in a country where 
health care was a right, 

nota _privilege, and 
where people joined in 
the spirit of altruism. 

Unfortunately we have 
to deal with reality 

though fmancially constrained, has 
put in a hill-hearted effort in the 
struggle, especially considering the 
gravity of the. problem in our 
country. Schemes to educate people 
on safe sex and abstinence were 
neither creative nor far-reaching. 

However, the solution to the pan­
demic does not rest solely with the 
Government. Every sector of 

society needs to be held accountable 
in the fight against Aids: media for 
the public; businesses for their 
employees; schools for their kjds; 
couples for their born and ·unborn 
children; clinics, hospitals and 
doctors for their patients. 

This grassroots action needs to be 
facilitated and sponsored by the 
Government, not taken over by 
them. Through education, Aids 
"must" become a priority in the 
individual and national -conscious­
ness of citizens. 

MAYBE at the extreme, we need to 
start fostering a society of prudes. 
After all, if we really dig deep 
enough, we may be able to attribute 
Aids to a symptom of the hedonistic 
trends in society. The media forges 
ahead with its glamorous portrayal 
of promiscuity, the emancipation of 
women is translated into free sex for 
all, and unwanted pregnancies are 
simply aborted. 

". 
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Typically, we take our value 
systems from Western countries, -~ 
which emphasise using condoms ·,~~ 
and sympathy for homosexuals -
still seen as the carriers of Aids - · 
amid a boom in conswherism and a ) 
breakdown of social cohesiveness. .'.~ 

The fact that we are faced with ·· 
staggering illiteracy and the spread : 
of Aids among primarily hetero­
sexuals, has gone largely unnoticed. -

In fact, we try so desperately to 
mimic the values of the West that 
we have missed the need to develop --.. 
a culture of our own with unique ·} 
solutions to problems such as Aids. :' 
No wonder South Africans are ~ 
accused of not forming a national -
identity. We lazily make crime and 
Aids our only hallmarks. 

When value-systems change in 
accordance with the unveiling of ': 
the human spirit, they are to be · 
celebrated. However, when the · 
deliberate choices we make begin to : 
make us unproductive deviants, we . 
need to take a closer look to exam- · 
ine and change those value-systems. 

The bottom line is that we need to 
start taking stock of our lives. The 
Government should not be expected · 
to mop up each and every citizen's 
irresponsibility. 

Indeed, hosting an international · 
Aids conference and portraying a : 
sombre-looking Minister of Health : 
on television does little to prove that 
we, as South Africans, are taking 
the Aids crisis seriously. 
D Trusha Reddy is a freelance 
journalist and a Masters student 
in International Politics and -
Transition Theory at the University 
of Durban-Westville. 
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Team to exanune accuracy of HIV test 
BY LYNNE ALTENROXEL 

rieaiih Reportei 

After spending R2-million to 
organise two meetings between 
Aids dissirlent scientists and 
the orthodoxy, only one conclu­
sion has been reached - to 
spend more money. 

And the South African tax­
payers are likely to foot the bill, 
Health !Vlinistcr l\fanto Tsha­
balala-Msimang confirmed yes­
terday. 

The money will be used to 
fund research into the accuracy 
of the Elisa test, which is used 
in South Africa to diagnose 
HIV infection, and which has 
been one of the central issues 
among Aids dissidents, who say 
it produces false positives. 

American scientist Dr He­
len:e Gayle, Medical Resenrch 
Council head Professor Malek­
gapuru Makgoba and Mexican 
Aids dissident sCientist Dr 
Harvey Bialy hnve been 
chaq;cll with carrying out 

stringent testing. to cleh~rmine 
whether the Elisa test works. 

Even then, they will be no 
closer to answering the ques­
tion the presid.ential Aids panel 
was charged with solving: Does 
HIV cause Aids? 

This was the crucial point 
which was supposed to be dis­
cussed at the two conferences, 
the first of which was held in 
Pretoria in May. 

But the minister listed, as 
major advances, that: 
m there was support for gov­
ernment efforts to alleviate 
poverty and improve access to 
health and sanitation; 
ii there was a need to treat dis­
eases such as tuberculosis as 
''key interventions"; 
Ill it had been decided to scruti­
nise the Elisa test; 
II there was a need to make all 
med.icines available through 
cost reduction; and 
Ill there had been recommenda­
iions for reducing mother-to­
child transmission of HIV. 
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Aids declaration row hots up 
------------~----------

Mankahlana's 'dustbin' comment slated by activists and political parties 

Bv PHINDILE NcueANE 

AND KHATHU MAMAILA 

A ids lobbyists and politi­
cal parties have reacted 
with anger at a state­

ment by presidential spokes­
person Parks Mankahlana that 
a declaration signed by 5 000 sci· 
entists endorsing their convic­
tion that HIV causes Aids "be­
longs in the dustbin''. 

The office of President 
Thabo Mbeki has distanced it­
self from the statement. Tas­
neem Carrim of the president's 
office said Mankahlcma was 
''speaking of the cuff and not 
representing the presidency". 

Carrim said media state­
ments on the Aids conference 
had been assigned to the Gov-

ernment Conummication and 
Information System. 

Mankahlana·s comments 
were macte in response to the 
Dm·han Declaration signed by 
international scientists ·ahead 
of the 13th International Aids 
Conference this weekend. 

Mbeki caused. a global stir 
when he questioned the link be­
tween HIV and Aids. This cul­
minated in the Presidential 
Aids Advisory Panel, compris­
ing more than 30 international 
scientists - spilt evenly be­
tween those who believe HIV 
causes Aids, and the dissidents 
- to test assumptions about the 
disease and advise the govern­
ment on the best way to fight it. 

The Treatment Action Cam­
paign (TAC), a body represent-

ing people living with Aids, yes­
terday said it was shocked by 
Mankahlana's comment. 

"Mankahlann should not 
cause worry about the strength 
of our democracy," said TAC 
chairperson Zackie Achmat, "A 
d.emocratic government should 
be able to handle criticism." 

Various political parties 
condemned the remark as irre­
sponsible, while the ANC de­
clined to comment. 

DP health spokesperson 
Sandy Kalyan said Manka­
h.lana 's comments further mar­
ginalised the epidemic's status 
in the president's office. 

''This Durban Declaration 
was signed by ... scientists who 
have cumulatively amassed 
many thousands of years of re· 

search into HJV/ Aids and who 
have all developed sound repu-
tations in their fields.,_. t 

International Aids Confer- I-. 
ence chairperson, Professor 
Jerry Coovadia. said conference I 
organisers had held a meeting 
with Health Minister Manto · S. 
Tshabalala-Msimang and de- n 
partment officials. They were 01 

assured the declaration "states a S: 
munber of facts without being o 
offensive or making any criti- l 
cism of the government". 

Attempts to speak to 
Mankahlana last night were 
unsuccessful. 

The presidential panel yes­
terd.ay wrapped up its last meet­
ing in Johmrnesburg and is 
expected to make its recom­
mendations to Mbeki soon_ 

<,i?H!WI' Sl8Ei~O 
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Let us, for everyone's sake, 
think. deeper about Aids 
P

OLITICS, it has been 
said, is the art of the 
possible. The same 
may be said about 

medicine. 
When the two integrate, as 

they must, in the approach to 
the management of HIV-Aids, 
the accent on the possible is 
even more pronounced, for 
neither discipline is willing to 
admit its powerlessness. 

Medicine is unable to cure 
Aids, and the political 
attempts to halt its spread 
have been pathetically in-

effective. 
It is small wonder, therefore, 

that both have embraced with 
indecent enthusiasm the fact 
that the transmission from 
mother to child can be pre­
vented in up to 40% of cases 
by relatively simple and in­
expensive treatment - partic­
ularly with the new drug, 
Nevirapine. 

There are loud cries for its 
immediate use, and there will 
be equally loud protests if the 
Government fails to imple­
ment sush a progranune. 

We are told (Daily News, 
July 11) that we should learn 
from the Western experience, 
and the president-elect of the 
Inter-national Aids Society 
quotes the Italian experience 
of maternal-child trans­
mission being reduced from 
295 in 1991 to three in 1999. 

Such "experience" has little 
relevance to a country such as 
ours, with 150 to 200 such 
transmissions per day, and 
virtually no social structure 
to care for the inevitable 
orphans (for their mothers 

are condemned to die), 
whether they be HIV-positive 
or not. 

Our problems are totally dif­
ferent from those of the first 
world. To deliberately 
increase the Aids-orphan load 
would be not just folly, but, to 
my mind, inunoral. 

Our meagre resources 
should be directed towards 
protecting the as-yet uninfect­
ed, and the heartbreak will 
have to be endured. 

It will, however, be less if we 
avoid burdening ourselves 

with millions of orphans, 
largely reared by relatives, 
who cannot afford it, and with 
almost zero life-prospects, 
ending up as street-children, 
criminals or prostitutes, and 
almost certainly acquiring 
HIV at an early age. 

This is what superficial 
humanitarianism promises 
us. Let us, for every one's 
sake, think deeper. 

Mr BASIL EDGE 
Glenwood 


