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Coundil of National Religious AIDS Networks
Co-Chalrs: Jon Lacey & Betty Gittens
P.O. Box 4188, East Lansing, MI 48826
Fax: 517 432-2662; Voice: 517 355-9324
E-mall: lacevi®msn.edu

Sandra Thurman -
Office of White House AIDS Policy
Washington, DC

Dear Sandy:

1 had haped to see you In Zambia this past week at the ICASA conference on AIDS in Southern
Africa; I was disappointed that you were not able to come. Though there was a visible presence
of Agency for International Development contractors and projects throughout the conference,
there was an awaraness, or a perception, stated even from the Chair, that the US doesnt care
enough for the suffering people of Sub-Saharan Africa. I spoke with ane of the Beigian
interpreters who was working behind the scenes of the conference and he said that there was
great consternation that the US offidials from the CDC who'd been advertised as coming, didnt
show. That moming Dr. Helene Gayle had been the published co-chair of the final sesslon. For
whatever reasons, the US did not come off as espedally concemed or aven interested In that part
of the world and its AIDS pandemic.

I happen to believe that that Is not the case. I was pleased to read of the President’s remarks
before the UN and his promise to convene a spedal meeting tn address US efforts for the region.
This may be the same group that you informed us of when we, the Cound] of National Religious
AIDS Networks, visitad with you a bit mora than a month ago. Is anything happening on that
front? As the Coundil relterated in our meeting with you, we would very much like to be involved
with the White Housa in such an effort—and we do represent the religious networks who are
actively involved both domestically and intemationally in delivering AIDS care and prevention. I
remain convinced that our falth communities can and have to make a difference and have special
challenges because many of the faith communities in Africa are themselves major barriers to
addressing the pandemic.

I lnok forwand to hearing from you about developments that may Involve us and our members,
Maybe we will saa one another from afar on Sunday at the AIDS Walk in Detroit.




