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5andra llturman 

Coundl Df Nlltional Rellglou1 AIDS Networks 
Co--Olalrs: Jon Lacey & Betty Glttl!ns 

P.O. Box 4188, East Lansing, MI "18826 
Fm<! 517 432-2662; Voice: 517 355-9324 

E-mail~ bqldomsa.eou 

Offtce of White House AIDS Polley 
Washington, DC 

Dear Sandy: 

I had hoped to see yau In Zambia this past week at the ICASA conference on AIDS in Southern 
Africa; I was disappointed that you were not able tD come. Though there was a visible presence 
of~ for Intematfonal Development contractors and proJects throughout the cnnference, 
there was an awanmess, or a pen:J!pl:ton, stated even from the Olair, that the US doesn't care 
encugh fer tf1e suffartng people of Su~Saharan Africa. I spoke With one of the Belgtan 
lnterp1etms who was wortdnQ behind the scenes of ttle conference and he said that there was 
great consternation that the us officials ti'om the CDC who'd been advertised as mmlng, didn't 
show. That moming Dr. HeAenl! Gayle had been the publlshed co-chair of the final session. For 
whatever reasons, the US did not come off as especially mncemed or even inleiest2d In that part 
of the wor1d and Its AIDS pandemic. 

I happen tD bellew that that Is not the case. I was pleased to read of the President's remarks 
before the UN and his promise to convene a special meeting tD lddn55 US efforts for the region. 
This may be the same group that ycu Informed us of when we, the Coundl of National Religious 
AIDS Networb, visH:ed wtth YoU a bit mo111 than a month ago, Is anything happening on that 
front? As the Council relteratl!ld In our meeting with you, we WOUid very mud1 tike to be invOIYed 
with the White House in such an effort-tnd we do represent the relJgtous networks who are 
adWelv Involved both domestically and lntematlanally in dellvertng AIDS care and prevention. J 
ramaln mnvlnced that our faith mmmunltles am and have to make a difference and have special 
challenges because manv of the taith oommuntties in Africa are themselves major bamers to 
addressing the pandemic. 

I look forward to heartng from you about developments that may lnwlve us and our members. 
Maybe we wDI see one another from afar on Sunday at the AIDS Walk In Detroit 
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