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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Agency for International Development 

--·· -·.· ~--------·· ···-~-- --~--~---·-·-

REGIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SERVlCES Of=FICE 
FOR EAST AND SOUTHERN AFRICA (REDSOIESA) 

U11it'I<! 51.;;.!e!. ~~I .t.dtJ'll3!1 
USAIO- P.EOSOIESA 

l.lllrT 64101 
APO AE cge.~l-41 c.:?. 

Io.: 

FAX COVE& SH_fET 

~~Id R. Macken:tie 
REDSO!ESA Director 

Ms. Dawn Llberl 
Mission DirectoriKampala 

Ma:-ch 28, 2000 

lnlerne(;onal F'D!t:Q ,44111!$S 
~ST OFflCE BOX lJ26i 
N~ .. K81va 

rel: (254-2) 862400 
r:zuc (254--2) smsB 

(256-41) 233-"17/zs<i9 ~1 

As per our conversation. If you have any queztions my e-mail address is: 

bmackenzJe@usaid.gov 
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COMMON MARKET FOR EASTERN AND 
SOUTHERN AFRICA 

MARCHE COrJMUN DE 
L'AfRIQu6 OE J:esr ET 
iJE L'Af'RIOUE AUSTI:aALE 

Tai : (260 1} ~ 
Fs:r. : ~ 1)~101 
~Ii: wc·~n~CiQ:'llru,l.ru 
hrtp:ltW'nr.com~.lr.1 

RP.I; CUlA/CD/~J/25(012);;1'1~ 

Or. DonaJd R. Mackenzi9 
Regio!'lal Oirector 
USAJD!REDSO/ESA 
P. 0. Box 30251 
NAIROBI 
K~nya 

Fax: 743204 

Dear Dr. Macken:r.ie, 

MEHC4DO COMUM PARC. 
.Al'FllCA ORIENT AL E 

AUSTRAL 

COMSA Conttc 
~" a..tr~ Roaa 
PO Be1x3DDS1 

1Qi01 LUSAK;I. 
Za:nbla 

Re: Invitation to 1he meetings of the COMESA Policy Organs 

1 nave lhQ horiour lo invite you and yow Institution to ~he Fifth Summit of the 
COMESA Authcrity of the Haads of Slate and Gc•1ernmem that will takQ place in 
Port Lcuis, Mauritius, rrcrn 1 S to 19 May 2COO. The S•Jmmli wiil be preceded by the 
Ninth MG0t!ng of ttle Col.!ncil cf Mir.!is;:e.rs ~15 - 16 May} and the Ninth Meeting of 
ti":e Intergovernmental Scmmittae ~11 ··· 13 May 2~00). 

This seriss of meetings wilf be held f1•1e mor.ttls before the officiai le.uncn:ng 
ct the COMC:SA Free Trade Ar&a on 31 Octc:it:;er 2000. During lhese rr.eetings, 
member Srares wm review the implementaticn of adopted pr~gramrnes in readiness 
tor tr1e Free Trade A.rea. The launcr.i:ig of the FTA. will coincido with the Firs~ 
COMESA E).'fraordina;y summit ~chedulad tor Lusaka. Zambia. 

As USAID/REDSO/ESA has always been a close partner rt> COMESA rn our 
endeavours ta t:uild a solid economic inteuration in the region, I woald be delighted 
and grateful to have yo1.,; amc.ngst u~ 011 tJ-:ese happy occasions. 

Kindly ccnfirm your ;:>9r~onat p~rticipation at the Summit and rhal of your 
.:>fficia.ls al tho pr~cedin:J technical meetings, ar.d communicate to us rhe ir:ne~ari&s 
at yo1Jr oa!"!iest conve!ljence. 

Yours sin~r~y, 

.-··---.....~"""~ ,. -
'---·-· --·-·--Erastus J. 0. Mwencha. M6S 

SECRETARY GENERAL 
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E.0. 12CJ5.G: N/'A. 
TAG~: PRC;L, E'l'P.D, X;.J, M?, KE 
S'JaJEC'i": ?~.1ME M !..N.!:STER RAMOOO!.J\M INVITES PRES IDEN'!' 
CL!NTCN TO Ta:;;; MAY 18-19 CCMESA. .SUMMrT IN .t-r.AUR:i:T:trs 

l. SL1·JMARV. ~RIM~ ~INIS'rrm. NA.VLNCKJ>.NCRA RA.'1GOOLJ1_'1 1iAS 
I;.JVITED .PRESIDENT t:I/CNTO.N 'J'O A":'TEND THE MAY 18-l!l COMMON 
MAR.KE7 OF EASTERN' ~"'T".J SO!JTI!.ER.--q AFRICA C COMESA) , W:~r'ca 
W!! .. T. BE HELD 1-f.J.\Y l.8- l 3 IN P..1AURI!1U~. KEN:l!'A..'l PRESIDENT 
DAN'IEL ARJI.::? ~OT, IN H.:i:S C'l!.FACITY A..:; COM~~A' 5 COR.RFNT 
CAAIRMAU, rssUED 'J.. SBFAA..11.TE INVI1'ATlON' 1'0 PRESIDDi"T 
CL:i:NT':>!'l CTJRI~O MCI' .S RE:C&.lliT VIS!T TO W~SiUNGl'ON. TH£ 
AMBASSADOR HAS n1R£C'J'LY PC~WARDED ?M RAMGOOI..cAM'S 
.!:NVITATION T:J THE mi!':E HOGSE. END SUNMA .. ~Y _ 

U!JC:.J.S PORT LOO!'S 001~·~ 

-,e".,-.., • -.l:"t"V''hP'\• 

·--· ·- --·~ I 



PORT LOUI.s 0046'4· 

2 _ TJ-1.E: TEXT OF PM RAMGOOLAM' Z INV! TA.TION P.EArS AS 
POLLCWS: 

S'I.H fl'ARCU, 2COO 

DEAR MR. PRES:DENT, 
F!RST OF ALL LET ME TH.~ 10U FOR YOUR trc::RY ENCOUR.~G!NG 

. MES~.>.GE ~""'! TO ME FOR OUR NATIONAI.1 OAY. 

l WISE TO T.AKE T~lS OPPORTtZNITY TO EXT£t-"P TO YOU tlit 
SINCBR.:E •rH..~~KS FOR TH€ "HARM WELCOMF: EX"!'ENDED 1'0 MY 'WIFF. 
ANO I DURING Ou~ ~T VI5rr TO WA.sii!NGTON ON THE OCCASION 
0!2' THE NATIONAL PRAYER BR.EAKF~T MEQ;TING. 

WE T:WR.O~GHLY ENO:OYE!! MEETING YOU AliiD .! WISH 'i'O THANK :tO'lJ 
ONCE AGAL~, l-'OR YOUR PERSONAL COMI-f:TME:l'll'"'I' TO 'l"AK"Z:: FORWARD 
T=rE CAU'SE: 0.f AFRlCA AND Sl?ECIALLY THE EARL? Pll..55.AGE OF 
Til~ Ja..FR.:!: CJ\ ~OW!'£ AND OPPORTUNITY 8IL:L... 

MR • PRES I DE~"""I' . YOU P'.A. \1F.: .ALR~ADY BEEN IZ....""FO:aMJ;-:O AliOOT ·:.cliE 
COMESJI.. St.1-lMIT. ~y TEE :::~!IT CHAIRM.~ CF THE COMESA 
AUTaORITY' !iIS EXCELLENCY MR. DA..'lqIEL T. AP.AP MO! I 

PRESICENT OF THE REPU3LIC OF KENYA OO'RING H!S RECENT 
VISIT TO ':"IiE: UN!'rED $':'J'~!~a IN U:E CONTEXT OF Ttm NAT!ON1'.L 
SUMMIT ON AFR!.CA. 

YO~ ZHSTOP.:i:C v:::::srT TO ll'RICA n.:r l99a AfJD nIE 1lDO:?TIC~ Off 
THE BLUEPRINT: U.S. -AFRICA M!.NIS?E..~:IAI. PARTNERSHI!' FOR 
THE 2l.ST CENTU~Y THAT SA.IV!E YEAR MARKED ~.N !M?ORTAh""I' 
TURNING POI.NT !N U.S. -Af'RI<:A RZLAT!ONS. T13'.IS 
DEMONSTRATES T~£ ~TRONG ~ES!~ OF YCUP.. J..DMINIS!RA~!ON TO 
DEVELOP -~ SMART ?AA!'NERS.EGP BE"Lw=:EN St."S-S.AHARAN ~FR.XO • 
• IWD THE UNITED .STZ.:rES WEI CH WOOLO USP-ER. IN A NEW ERA 0F 
CQOPERAT!ON Ai.'ln CIALOGUE. 

·rrm FI!:-.?'A SUMYJT OF THE TWENTY-ONE MEMaER STATES OF 
COMESA WI~L BE l:lLSTORIC I~ THAT !! WILL JlilPROVE 
ACT!VITIES TIL~T WILL ctr"'...MINATE I~ THE LAL'NCHING OF THE 
COl'":ESA :f'REB Tt:>..ADE AREA ON 3lST OCTOBEk ~000. 

THIS :C:VE~T WILL DEMONSTRATE TF.:C: :?CLITICA!, WILL Cf T?.E 
COMESA MEMBER STATES TO 1..00PT BOLD MF..ASIJRES TO FOSTER 
R~GIONAL lNTEGR.l'~=:oN IN T"'~lR EYFORTS TOKARDS WID~R 
IN7EGR.?1.T:!ON AT THE CONT!NE'~.Al. LEVEL, »"'D TI-:S 
E:STAELISHMEN'I' Of' AlJ A'FR!CAN ECONOMIC COMMUNJ.TY. !N TH! S 
.REGARD. WE SHAP..E nm v:::~ws ~T 'fRA.DE ANO INVES'I'l'-mNT 
LIBE'RALLZJl.T!ON AS W'Elil. 1'-q .t"OL!'Z'lCAL RE'FORM COUl.iJ Pr,.A."{ A 
FACILIT~TING ROI,E;. 

·.ra~ SUMMIT w:u ALSO CONSIDER A PRAM~ri"ORK Po.a CONFI..IC'!" 
PREVENTICN, MANAOEMEN'l' A..'l\TD RESOLUT:'.ON. OUR PREV!CtJ'S 

PORT LOUIS 00464 

·---· _.,_... ---·-- . . . . . 



POR'r LOU!S 00454 

si.IMMrr w:r.1cH: wAs rtELD m w,,y U.9.9 IN NAIROBI, KENYA, 
UNA.'UMOOsL·i AGR~ ON nm NEED FOa PEACE AND ST.~ILITY I:N 
THE REGION' I AS ·sor-ra OF TKE CONFLICTS TBA.I' ARE TllING 
PLACE UNDE..~MIN'E OUR IND!VIDU1J. ANU COLI.ECT!Vt EFFORTS OF 
NATIONAL O~PMEN"!' ANO TEE IN'!.EGRAT'.i.ON OF CUR 
:ECONONIES. 

:;: WISH TO FURTHER '!.'Al<E THIS OPE-OR.TUN!~, M~. l'RESID£NT, 
TO COMMEND "iOU FOR. YOUR INSl?IR.IN'G AND V!Slo.NARY 
l.EADERSHI Cl 'I.HAT l~.S, FOR 'tEE FIRS'l.' T!!'-m, PLl-..C:ED AFRLCA 
HIGH ON THE AGEbi""DA OF YOUR. GOVR:R.NME:NT. SINCE YOUR 
HISTORlC VISL! T~ AFRICA IN APRIL 1998, Tl!E CO~SA RECION 
HAS w:TNF.SSED INCREMED PAR.TNEP.SHI.PS S.E:TWll:!T Ttm .AMERICAN 
AND AFR.!CAN' PIU:VATE SECTOR arr.ER.~ST.S ON THE ONE HJl.ND AND 
OUR GOVER:m'LEN'L'S ON THE OTHER. IN 1SE CONTEXT OF TEE OPEY 
SK!ES POLIC:Y IH 
Al' YOU ANNO~C£.D IN CAICAk, SID."'E1~AL,, THAT 
SAME YEAR. COMESA ME.MEER ST~TES, IN COliLABORATION wrn~ 
T.HE S~E AFaICAN S~I~S GROUP WH!CR COMPRLSHS LOCKHE~'D 
MARTI~, CAN COR~ORATION, F.Dt.OW RSSOUR.C~S L!MIT:s:D AN!:! 
AFRJ.CO!ll', HAVE REA.C<tED AN TU)VANCED STAGE IN WORKING OtrT 
MODALJ.TIES FOR Th""E IMPLEME..."llTAT!ON' OF THE! COMMONI::ATIONS, 
NAVI.3AT~ON, STJRVE!LI.1'.NCE .AND AIR TRAFP!C MANAGEM&N~ 
(C~S/ATM) SYSTEM. 

THE ~URITIUS SUMMIT, MR- PRES!Dl::.~. WILL ALSO PROV!DE 
U.S. WITH A.~ O~PORTON"ITY TO PERSONALLY TH.~ YOU FOR 
?.AVING INIXIAT~ THE AFRIC1l... GR~llTB .AND OPPORTUNITY BILL 
THAT WILL BRil~G ~OOT Ji. FOSITIV! RELATJ:ON.SH!P BETWEEN I'RE 
ONITED STATE:S OF Af".E:RICA A.1'(.D AFRICA, WHICH rs TRAD~ AND 
INVESTMENT DRIVEN. 

IT wrx.t. ALSCl BEN AN CPPOaTONI'I'Y IY THE LAST YE.AR Ol'' YOUR 
VE~Y SUCCESSFUL ~ERM CF OFPIC~ TO LEAVE A S7RONG 
FC~ITICAL MESSAG£ TO A~R!c:A OF 'rnE COMMITMENT OF THE 
UN!l"ED STATES TO :BUILD A GENUINE .i?1'.RTID:RSRIP W!T'H 11.F'Rl ~-, 

MY OWN :CtJ1ITRY .S:i!ARES WITH THE UNIT.ED s·.rAT,f;S sue.tr COMM:ON 
VALOES AND P:!t.INCIPLES AS .&EMOCRACY, GOCD GOVERNANCE, RIT.' ... E 
OF "!JAW, R~SPECT FOR EDMAN RIGETS P.ND THE Y~~~ E~C~OM'l. 
THcY ARE IH~ORTAl\.~ DO~~ EOR SUS1'AINAELE SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMEN'r ~ TO S'WST~!N DEMOCRACY M WELl· ~s THE 
SOCIP..l.i FABRICS OF A FRAG!LE MULTI-E'IHN1C AND MULTI­
IU:LIGIOTJS MAURITIAN SOCIETY. MR. PRESIDENT, YO"!"JR. V!SIT 
TO MA!JRLTlU6 ON Th~ OCCASION OF THE COMES.~ Sill'.MIT ~y 
ALSO PROVIDE AN Oi?PORT'JNITY TO SHOW 'l'HE STRONG ~.TTACHME:N1: 
o~ THE UNITED S~AT~g TC TF...ESB PRINCI~~~s ANJ VALUED WHIC?. 
W~ 1\LL CR.~RISP.. 

: LIJOJ< FOR.l\ARD TC A FAVORJ!.!:3.LB RE:SPONS:S TO MY INVITAT40N' 
AND Jl.N C~PORTONIT"Y OF WELCCMING i'CU JI.ND MRS . CLINT:'.>N, TO 

UM CLAS PORT LO~!S 004c4 

. I 
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l?OR'l• LG'J!S CQ464 

MAUR.ITtUS FOR n!E .SIJMM!T WHlCH W!l.! ... PROVI.nE AN OCC!l.SIO~ 
'IC EXCHAN(;:E VIEWS wrrn THE COMESA HEADS OF S'I'AT:=: AND 
GOV'BRNJ•u::.NT ON' MkTTZRS o: Mt.'T"u],;!; INT1:.'P.£STS AS WELL M ON 
RE.GIO~AL ~ J~TTERN~TIONA.i.. !S3UE3. 

PLEASE ACCEPT, ¥.R • PP.ES IDiNl', TEE ASStJFJi ..... t.:CES OF MY 
SIGP..EST CONSIDErtATrON. 

DR. TH~ HON • NAVINCHk.~DRA :AAMGOOLA.'1' 
~RI:-JE MlNIS1'EE<. 
( {SIGN!iC~ } 

ERWIN 
:ST 
#04 64 
t.'"NNN 

UNC'LAS POa:l· Lor.:rs oc-.61. 
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