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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Agency for International Development

REGIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SERVICES OFFICE
FOR EAST AND SOUTHERN AFRICA (REDSO/ESA)

United Stitas, Poslal Adruas Infernaéional Poste Adress

USAID- REOSOESA 23ST OFFICE BOX 3326
UNIT 64102 Nairodi, Kenys
AP AE DE63T4102 Tel: {254-2) 862400

Fax (254-2) 360858

FAX COVER SHEET

Erom: Donald R. Mackenzie
REDSQ/ESA Diractor

Ms. Dawn Liberl
Missicn Director/Kampala

Date: March 28, 2009

Fax Mo, (256-41) 233-417 / 2 539 g/

As per our conversation. If you have any questions my e-mail address is:

bmackenzie@usaid.gov




s meeae N
S e ampmd e pame it m——— AN mm———. (o ———

COMMON MARKET FOR EASTERN AND
SOUTHERN AFRICA

MARCHE COMMUN DE MERCTADO COMUM PARA

UAPRIQUE OE J'EST ET AFRICA CRIENTAL E
DE L'AFRIGUE AUSTRALE AUSTRAL
Tal 1 (260 1) 229726532 DY . CQOMZESA Contre
Fex :(268d 1)2251Q7 . 8o¢n Belly Road
Somaix Sirren@eomesy int «Z? o1E ?.ﬁgiaé;
hitp:tfvow.comexa,im Zambin
Fel: COWCD/'.GIZS(M 2_):1‘9; Date: 4 Fo'wunr,' 2000

or. Donald R. Mackanzie
Regional Director
USAID/REDSQ/ESA

P. Q. Box 30251
NAIROBI

Kenya

Fax: 743204

Dear Dr. Mackenxie,
Re: [nvitation to the meetings of the COMESA Policy Organs

1 have the nonour Lo invite you and you: Institution to the Fifth Summit of the
COMESA Autherity of the Heads of State and Gevernment that wilt take place in
Port Leuis, Mauritius, from 18 to 16 flay 2C00. The Summad wiil be preceded by the
ninth Meeting of the Coungil cf Minisiers {15 ~ 16 May) and tha Ninth Meeting of
the Intergovernmenta! Commitee (11 - 13 May 2000).

This series of meetings wilf be held five months balora the officiai launching
¢t the COMESA Fres Trade Arga o 31 Octoter 2000, During thase rmeetings,
member States will review the implementaticn of adopied programimes in readiness
for the Free Trade Area. The launching of the FTA will coincide with the Firsi
COMESA Extracrdinary summit scheduled tor Lusaka. Zambia.

As USAID/REDSO/ESA has always been a close partner to COMESA in our
endeavours to tuild a solid econerile imtegration in the regicn, | wou!d be delighted
and grateful to have you amengst us o these happy sccasions.

«indly confirm your personal pzriicipation at the Summit and that of your
officizls at the nraceding technicui mastings, ard communicate 10 us the itneraries
at your eariest convenjiance.

Yours sincexs \
/’
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Erastuz J. O. Mwencha. MBS
SECRETARY GENERAL
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E.C. 12956: N/A

TAGS: PREL, ETRD, X4, MP, K&

SUBJECT: PxIME MINISTSR RAMGOOLAM INVITES PRESIDENT
CLINTCN TO TAZ MAY 18-19 CCMESA SUMMIT IN MAURIT-US

1. SMMARY .  PBRIME MINISTER NAVINCHANDKA RAMGOULAM HaS
INVITED PRESILENT CLYNTON TO ATTEND THE MAY 18-19% COMMON
MARKET OF EASTERN AND SOUTHERN AFRICA (COMESA), WHICH
WITY, BE HELD MAY 18-15 IN MAURITIUS. KENYAN PRESIDENT
DANIEL ARA2 MOY, IN HIS CAFACITY AZ COMZSA‘S CURRENT
CHAIRMAN, ISSTED P SEFARATE INVITATICN TO PRESIDENT
CLINTON DURING MCGI'3 RECENT VISIT TO WASHINGION. TH=
AMBASSADOR HAS DIRECTLY PCRWARDED 7M RAMGOOLLAM‘S
INVITATION T THE WHITE HOUSE. END SUMMARY.
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2. THE TEXT OF PM RAMGOOLAM'S INVITATION REACS AS
POLLCWS : .

8TH MARCH, 200

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT,
FIRST OF ALL LET ME THANX YOU FOR YOUR VRERY ENCOURAGING
, MESSAGE SENT TO ME FOR GUR NATIONAL DAY.

1 WISK TC TAXKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO EXTEND TO YOU MY
SINCERE THANKS FOR THE WARM WELCOME EXIEMDED TO MY WIFE
AN I DURING DOUR LAST VISIT TO WASKHINGTON ON THE OCCASION
OF THE NATIONAL PRAYER BREARFAST MEETING.

WE TROROUGHLY ENCOYETL MEETING YOU AMD X WISH TQ TEANK 73U
ONCZ AGALN, FOR YCUR PERSONAL COMMITMENT TO TAKE FORWARD
THE CAUSE OF AFRICA AND SPECIALLY THE EARLY PASSaGE OF
THE AFRICA GROWIE AND OPPORTUNITY BILL.

MR. PRESIDENT. YCU HAVE ALREARDY BEEN INFORMED ABOUT IHE
COME3Rr. SUMMIT BY TEE CURRZNT CHAIRMANW CT THE COMESA
AUTHORITY, HIZ EXCELLENCY MR. DANIEL T. ARAP MO,
PRESICENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF KENYA DURING HIS RECENT
VISIT TC THE UNITED STAY=ES IN TER CONTEXT OF THE NATITONAL
SUMMIT ON AFRLCA.

YOUR EISTORIC VISIT TO AFRICA IN 1953 AND THE RDOPTICN OF
THE BLUEPRINT: U.5.-AFRICA MINISTERIAL PARTNERSHIP FOR
THE 21ST CENTURY THAT SAME YEAR MARKED AN IMPORTANRT
TURNING PCINT IN U.S.-AFRICA RZLATIONS. THIS
DEMONSTRATES THE STRONG CESIRE CF YCUE ADMINISTRATION TO
DEVELOF A SMART PARTNERSHIP BETWSEN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICR
AND THE UNITED STATES WEICH WCULD USEBR IN A NEW ERA OF
CQOPERATION AND CIALOGUE. '

THE FIr7Te SUMMIT OF THE TWENTY-ONE MEMBER STATES OF
COMESA WILL BE HLESTORIC IN THAT IT WILL ARDROVE
ACTIVITIES TEAT WILL CULMINATE IN THE LAUNCHING OF TEE
COMESA FREER TRADE AREA ON 318T OCTOBER 2000.

THIS EZVENT WILL DEMONSTRATE THE PCLITICAL WILL CF TZEE
COMESA MEMEBER STATES TO ADOPT BOLC MEASURES TO FOSTER
REGIONAL INTEGRATICN IN TEZIR EYFORTS TOWARDS WIDZR
INTEGRATICON AT THE CONTINENTAI LEVEL, AND TEE
ESTABLISEMENT OF AN AFRICAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY. IN THIS
REGARD, WE SHARE THE VIEWS THAT TRADE AND INVESTMENT
LIBERALLZATION AS WELL AS POLITICAL REFORM COULD PLAY A
FACILITATING ROLE.

THE SUMMIT WZLL ALSC CONSIDER A FRAMEWURK FOR CONFLICT
PREVENTICN, MANAGEMENT AND RESOLUTION. OUR PREVICUS
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SUWMMIT WEICH WAS HELD IN MAY 1399 IN NAIROEI, KENYA,
UNANIMOUSLY AGREED ON THE NEED FOR PEACE AND STABILITY IN
THE REGION, AS 'SOME OF THE CONFLICTS TRAT ARE TAXING
PLACE UNDERMINE OUR INDIVIDUAL ANGC COLLECTIVE EFFORTS OF
NAgIONALCDEVELuPMLN“ AND THE INTEGRATION OF CUR

ECONCMIE

I WISH TO FURTHER TAKE THIS OPPCORTUNITY, MR. PRESIDENT,
TC COMMEND TOU FCR YOUR INSPIRING ANO VISIONARY
LEADERSHiI? TBAT HAS, FOR TEE FIRST TIME, PLACED AFRLCA
HIGE ON THE ACGENDAR OF YOUR GOVERMMENT. ESINCE YOUR
HISTORLC VISLT TG AFRJCA IN APRIL 1598, THE COMESA RECION
HAS WITNESSED INCREA3ZD PARTNERSHIPS BETWEEN THE AMERICAN
AND RAFRICAN PRIVATE SECTOR INTERESTS ON THE ONE HBRND AND
OUR GOVERNMENTS ON THE OTHER. IN THE CONTEXT OF THE OPEN
SKIES POLICY TH
AT YOU ANNOUNCED IN PAKAR, SENEGAL THAT
SAME YEAR, COMESA MEMBER STRTES, IN COLLABQRATION WITH
THE SAFE AFRICAN SXIES GROUP WHICH COMPRLSES LOCKHEED
MARTIN, CAN CORPORATION, EDLCW RESOURCES LIMITED AND
AFRI CON, HAVE REACHED AN ADVANCED STAGE IN WORKING OUT
MODALITIES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE COMMUNITATIONS,
NAVLIATLON, SURVEILLANCE AND AIR TRAFFIC MANAGEMEBNT
(CNS/ATM) SYSTEM.

THE MAURITIUS SUMMIT, MR. PRESIDENT, WILL ALSC PROVICE
U.S. WITH AN OPPORTONITY TO PERSONALLY THANK YOU FCR
ZAVING INITIATED THE AFRICA GROWTH AND OPPORTUNITY BILL
THRT WILL BRING ABOUT A& POSITIVE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND AFRICA, WHICR IS TRADE AND
INVESTMENT DRIVEN.

IT WILL ALSQ BEN AN C2PPORTONITY IN THE LAST YeEAR OF YDUR
VERY SUCCESSFOL TERM CF OFFICE TO LEAVE A STRONG
FCLITICAL MESSAGE TO AFRICA OF THE COMMITMENT OF THE
UNITED STATES TC BUILD A GENUINE PARTNERSHEIP WITH AFRICA,

MY OWN CZCUNTRY S:ARES WITH THE UNITED STATES SUCH CoMMON
VALUES AND PXINCIPLES AS DEMOCRACY, GOCD GOVERNANCE, RULE
CF LAW, RESPECT FOR EFUMAN RIGHTS AND THE MARRET™ ECONOMY.
TEEY ARE IMPORTANT BOTH FOR SUSTAINARLE SQCIO-ECONQMIC
DEVELOFMENT AND TO SUSTAIN DEMOCRACY AS WEBLL A5 THE
SGCIRL FABRICS CF A FRAGILE MULTI-ETHNIC AND MULTI-
RELIGIOUS MAURITIAN SOCIETY. MR. PRESIDENT, YOJR VISIT
TO MAURLTIUS ON THEE OCCASION OF THE COMESA SUMMIT MAY
ALSO PROVIDE AN OPECRTUNITY TO SHOW THE STRONG RTTACHMENY
OF THE UNIJITED STATES TC THESE PRINCIFLES AND VALUED WHICE
WR ALL CHERISH.

= LOOK FORWARD TC A FAVORABLE RESPONSZ TO MY INVITATION
AND AN CFPCRTUNITY OF WELCCMING YCU AND MRS. CLINTON, TO
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MAURITIUS FOR THE SUMMIT WHICH WILT. PROVICE AN OCCASION
TC EXCHANZE VIEWS WITH THE COMESA HEADS OF STAT= AND
GOVERNMENT ON MATTERS OF MUTURAL INTERESTS AS WELL AS ON
REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL IS3UES3.

PLEASE ACCEPT, MR. PRESIDINT, THE ASSURANCES OF MY
HICHEST CONSIDERATION.

CR. THE HON. NAVINCHANDRA RAMGOOLAM
PRIME MINISTER

( (SIGNED) )

ERWIN
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