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Pietermaritzburg & District 

COMMUNITY CHEST 
6TH FLOOR, GALLWEY HOUSE, GALLWEY LANE 
P 0 BOX 971, PIETERMARITZBURG 3200 
TEL: 0331-941031 FAX: 0331-949653 EMAIL: chest@pixie.co.za 

Ms Sandy rhurman 
Director 
Office of National AIDS Policy 
The White House 
United States of America 

Dear Ms Thurman 

20 September 1999 

re The Children In Distress (CINDI) N~twork in KwaZulu-Nata! 

Since the vi~its of you and your colleagues in March & April this year the HIV/Aids 
problem in our country has got worse. Latest reports state the over thirty per cent of ALL 
pregnant women in hospital or attending ante-natal clinics are HIV positive. It is 
estimated life expectancy in South Africa will fall from 67 to 47 over the next five years. 

The positive work being done by the CINDI network is becoming more important and, at 
the same time, more difficult to fund. When you and your colleagues were with us you 
all seem to recognise the value of CINDI and, seemed to express a desire to help in some 
way. 

Although I have sent several letters, either direct or through the offices of U SAID in 
Pretoria, we have not received any reply. I can only assume that somehow they have not 
been received; and so we shall send this letter by airmail, fax and E: :mail direct to your 
White Address with a copy to USAID in Pretoria. 

The operating cost of CINDI for one year is R200 000 (about US$34 000). ls there any 
way in which your programmes could provide help to fund that amount? 

W~ 1!! ~nj0yed your visit and the time you spent with us and hope that we might have the 
opportunity of meeting you and your colleagues again. 

Yours sincerely, 

~§~ 
John M Scarrott 
Executive Director 

cc Dr K Yamoshita 
USAID PO Box 55380 
Arcadia Pretoria 0007 

f/R i'lJ ()3/fi00087,UOMJ Bankir>;J Details to1 D11ect Deposil: Fiist National Bank (Main Branch). Code: 220825. Account Number: 50950394780 



With Compliments from 

Children in Distress 

CINDI 
Networking for children affected by AIDS 

Supported by the 
Nelson Manuela's Children's Fund 

P 0 Oox 1659 
Pictcrmaritzburg 3200 

Tel. 0331-452970 
Fax 0331-451583 

E-mail yfc@pmb.lia.net 

Alliliulcd lo lhc l'iclcr111aril1.hurg & llislri<.:I Co11111111nil) Chest 
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CINDI ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE 

~ Linda :\aclnesgaard - Thandanani Association 

+ Linda Tyers - Project Gateway 

~ Chris !\Janson - Child and Family Welfare Society 

+ Juanita Mackay - Pi\lBurg Children's Homes 

~ !\ lary :\ ioleko - Edendale Hospice 

~ Heather Reynolds - God's Golden .-\ere 

¢ John Scarrot - Pi\1Burg Community Chest 

~ Larensia Rahe - De t. of \Velfare - P!\'IBuro 1-froion 

Themha Blose 
l'>-~~~~~~~-

0 eve lop men t Co-ordinator 

tti-~~~~~~~-
Yvonne Spain 
A d mi 11 is t ration Co-onlinator 
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CINDI CO-ORDINATION OFFICE 

1 Durban Road, 

c/o Youth for Christ Office, 

YMCA 
Pietennar·i tzburg, 

3201 

Telephone: (0331) 452 970/452 555 
E-mail: yfc@prnb.lia.net 

Yvonne S_tiain 

P. 0. Box 1659, 

Pietermarit zburg. 

3200 

Fax: (0331) 451 583 

Themba Blose 
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Administmtion Co-ordinator: Development Co-ordinator: 

The CINDI Ne°t'work Partrners: 

Kenosis 

Project Gateway 

Community Chest 

Edendale Hospice 

God's Golden Acr'e 
Thondanoni Association 

Pietermaritzburg Hospice 

SAPS - Child Protection Unit 

Khayalethu (Youth for Christ) 

Child and Family We.lfare Society 
Pietermoritzburo Children's Homes (PCH) 

.J 

Child Development Resource Centre (CDRC) 

Deportment of .Social VVel-fare - Regional Off ice 
Joseph Baynes Children's Home (Salvation Arrny) 

South African ~-Jotional Epilepsy League (SAf\lEL) 

South African Health Core Organisation (SAHECO) 

Pietermoritzburg Aids Training Information cmd 
Counselling Centre (ATTIC) 

Pietermoritzburg Family and Marriage Association of 

South A frico (F AMSA) 

National Institute for Crime Prevention and 

Re-integration of Offenders (NICRO) 
Pietermaritzburg-1\\sunduzi Transitional Local Council -

City Health Department 

KwaZulu-Nata! Department of Health - Regional AIDS 

Co-ordination Office (to participate in 1999) 
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CHILDREN IN DISTRESS (CINDI) NETWORK 
(Established on the 7th of July 1996) 

l\Jetworking for Children Affected by AIDS 

VISION 
A multi-sectoral, well resourced network of civil society 
and government agencies, capable of implementing diverse, 
effective, susta/nable care and preventative programmes for 
children affected or orphaned by HIV/,.<iIDS. 

N\ISSION 

To foster a spirit of Ubuntu among CINDI partners; encourage 

collabomtion in the implementation of prevention, early intervention 

and chi ldr·en-in-care progrnmmes; enhance the nwstery of partners: 

co-ordinate resear·ch and data rr·,anagctnent; end unlock r·esource 

tnobilisO"rion opportunities for the benefit of all partner·s. 

FOCUS GROUPS' GOALS 

Prevention Focus Group Goal: 

"To build the s·lreng"lh end capacity of femilies and comrnunities to take care 

of 'their· own vuinerable children 01· AIDS orphans through mobilisation, 

education, resear·ch and development facilitation". 

Early Intervsnticn Focus Group Goo!: 

''To intervene rapidly with children who, despite prevention initiatives, are 

still vulnerable and endeavour to diver·t children frotn institutional car·e to 
community-based models of ca1°e". 

Childr·en-·In-Care Focus Group Goal: 
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"To ensure that child1-·en who have been formally pieced in care r'E:ceive 

optimum, appropriate intervention and care in terms of their physical, 

intellectual, socio-cultural, emotional and spiritual needs". 

COLLABORATIVE INITIATIVES 

The Child Intervention Panel (CHIP) 

Cit'--JDI's Child Intervention Panel (CHIP) is the most successful, working example 

of collaborat:on among the Ne"iwod< partners. It is composed of senior and highly 

exper·ienced Social Workers (from non-government and state agencies). the Child 

Proi·ection Unit (CPU) - SAPS and both CINDI Co-ordinators 

CHIP is a monitoring and advocacy group which intervenes on behalf of children 

(including persons or agencies caring for children) who ar·e not receiving due 

attention or care from either· Social Wor~e1·s or· any institution or can: setting 

they have been placed in. This includes a wide rnnge of issues including, among 

others, abandoned children staying in hospitals for' long periods, delays in the 

payment of child grnnts, child abuse, ek. 

The CINDI Research Reference Group (CINRREG): 

The. CINDI Resern·ch Reference Group (CINRREG) met for the fir·st time in 

January 1999 i'o finalise the Reseor·ch Pr'oposal and Rescor'ch Agreement for a 

study commissioned by the Cil\JDI Network and funded by the l\.lationo.I 

Depor"tment of Welfore. The Research Teo.m wi!I be l.-;d by Pr'ofessor Tessa Marcus 

(Phd) of the University of i"1atnl, Pieterrncritzbur·g. 

CINRREG includes, over and above CINDI partner·s. participants from Law and 

AIDS (Lawyer·s for Humcn Rights), Hospice and Dr ~Jeil Macke1··1°ow (Chief 

Pediatrician - Gr·ey's Hospii'al). 

The study entitied, "Living With AIDS - Preparing for Death" will inve:>tigate all 

pr·eparations that mus'f be done pr·ior fo the death of a care-give1· to ensure the 

survival, proi·ection end development of children after death. This will include, 

among other· arrangements, the drawing up of wills, providing for the continued 

education of orphaned children, community-based suppor'i' systems or indigenous 

fostering of or·phaned children, cu1i·u1'olly appropriate grieving procedur·es for 

childre.n, etc. 
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The Resear'ch Prnjed is scheduled to begin in Februar"y 1999 with a literature 

r·eview and end in June 1999 with the tabling of the Research Report before the 

full Clt'1DI ~letwork. It is expected thar the study wil! make specific 

recommendations for implementation of apprnpr'iote models of core for or·phans or 

children in distress and policy changes. 

The Home-· based Care Consorti urn: 

The Home-based Care Consortium was set up to develop a database, training 

manual, standards of care and co-ordinate funding proposals (including tenders to 

state depor·tments) for or·ganisations wor·king in the home-based c~re field. The 

Consor·tium is rnade up of Pieterrnar·itzbur'g Hospice (Lec.d Portner), FAMSA, 

PA.DCA, the Dept. of Welfar"e, CihlDI Co-ordinator ond oi·her· individuals. 

",\1\aterials Resources Bonk" (being fonned): 

As documentzd in the HIV I AIDS and Human Development South Africa Report by 

UhlAIDS - UNt1P, poverty and AIDS ore two of the most devastating pandemics 

ever to hit Soutnern A frico. 

In response to this challenge, CINDI partners arc currently enga9ed in a process 

of settir.9 up o "Matc1"iai Pesour·ces Bank" with a capacity to supply food parcel..,, 

clothing and oihcr needed lT'.ater·ials to needy families and communities. 

The we!i crrtendcci /v\ateriul Resources Meei"ing of 01 December' 1998 •..vas unanimous 

on the gi··eG"r need foi' mGter·icd aid and social rclid strategies. This does not 

detract from Hie importance. of pu1'suin9 incotr1e 9'ene1'ation poverty alleviation 

programmes. The project is viewe.d as a complirneni·ary strategy etnanating from 

the harsh r·eoli·ry that developmental social welfare strntegies will "take longer to 

bear fruits while the dire need for' food and clothing is acute now. 

Plans a1··e afoot fo;' a strni·egic planning wor·kshop, before the end of Morch 1999, 
to map the way forward. There are positive indicators that r~upugoni Trust, the 

Benevolent Society ond a loco! Rotary Club wil! come on board this initiative. 

Database Development: 

A tool for' tracking the HIV/AIDS pandemic, local inter·ventions and response 

capacity of local institutions is indispensiblc. Collated data can be fed into co­

ordinating responses and updo·hng the countr'Y situational analysis 
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CINDI is preseni·\y investigating ~vc1ys of sci"ting up a compr'ehcnsive C:,atabase to 

serve the informotion needs of the ~-.Jei"v.ior·k partners. The Geogrnphic Infor'mat1on 

System (GIS), a mei·hod of p1'esentin9 data on mops and grnphs, will bi~ explored. 

The GIS oi\o-r proJ:ect involves the Human Scic•:ces Research Council (HSRC) 
I , ' I 

Umngeni \'\/oter Bcor·d, the Regional Off ice of the Deportment of Welfor·e and the 

f~woZulu-No"to\ Midlands Welfare: For'LHn 

PCH - SAHECO Home/Child Care Tr·aining Project: 

The Pietennaritzburg Children's Homes (PCH) in colloborntion with the South 

African Hea!i-h Car'c Orgonisotron (SAHECO) are ~'unning a training project for 

unemployed, out-of-school care giver's from the predominantly African communities. 

The proJecfs moin objective is to train community-based volunteer's in home/child 

care practice. The learner's receive theoretical and pr·acticol tr·aining crt PCH. A 

database of people with caring skills in the poorer communi·ries is also kept. 

Children's Par""'ricipa-!"twy Prnje:ct: 

On the 5th o-f Feb1·uary 1999, the CINDI Co-ordination Team assisted 6 Child and 

Youth Wor·kers and Sociai Worker·s frorr1 NICP.O, PCH, CDl~C, Khayalei"fiU, 

Thar.danoni and Child Welfare Society to attend the S.A. Low Commission's 

Chiidr'er."s Por·ticipa!·ory Pr·oject in Durban. They were trained by Mr John Errington 

of Save ·rhe Children's Fund UK on Facilitation Skilis for· apprnpr'itely engaging 

children in the Chi lei Car'•:>. Act Review. 

Between March and April 1999, the CINDI t'-Jetwork will focili1·a1e the participation 

of :::ippl'oxir-nately 6 X 12 = TZ children in differ·ent sector·s (disGb\ed, foster care. 

in trouble with the law, homeless, sexually abused, residential care) in the Child 

Core Act Revie.w consultations. The Developmeni Co-ordinator will hold 

consulfoi·ions with children in normal family and community settings . 

His envisaged t"ha-;· this Childten's Pai'ti.::1patory Pr·oject will continue beyond April 

as there is a need to affirm the children's right to participate in matter's that 

affect them dir·ectiy such as HIV/AIDS, orphonhood, grieving, etc. 
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JilllOCUS GROUP: Prevention Initiatives 

PRIIVIARY GOAL: 

Building the strength and capacity of fan1ilies and con1ITiunities to take care of their own vulnerable children 
or AIDS orphans. 

PR 
,~om 

OGRAMMES/ 

1!~:.p 1· __,, 
I 
I 
' i 

PROJECTS 

munity Care for 
haned Children 

jtconomic Empowerment 

J~-'C\pnnun itv l<'rl11r,-itin11 ii ;r;ct·'M~;i·11~;;i~~---·-·· 
11~;1mily Prcservati~n 
l@>ildren's Participation 

l~uth Develonment 

OUTPUT IMPACT 
INDICATORS INDICATORS 

8 Trained Ward Child Child Care Committees initiate 
Care Committees and run care programmes for 

.~ 1 
orphaned children in their wards 

' 
~ 

INPUT RESOURCES TIIVIE HOST 
FRAME 

-Training in community 23/11/98 - TKZEE 
development, childcare and Income 30104199 

! Generation . 
- ,. .... :- . .. ! ~ .• 1 
;. "! ~ \.... ':..'p"& ', L..11. ~ .:. ;, !. ·.._ .• •':.::: • .>..'~-'..., "--'• :p~.L· ...... ...__ ... , '.J_· ...... '. 
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- Rl000.00 for operational costs. 
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AN EXAMPLE OF INTEGRATED SERVICE DELIVERY AT PROGRAMME I 
PROJECT LEVEL 

PROGRAMME L PROJECT: 
Rapid identification and placeITient of orphaned, 

abandoned, homeless and abused children in appropriate caree 
AGENCY F: 
Provides n1aterial aid and social 
relief such as food, 
children's clothing and playthings. 

AGENCY C: 
Also provides Foster Care, 
Adoption and referral 
services to Residential 
Care Facilities or 
Community Care Programmes. 

AGENCY D: 
Provide a short-term (emergency) 
Place of Safety while placement 
procedures are in progress. 

.-.· 
' 

. • ~- ·-. •• -~~~ '· ::._ .... ~ -~ ;e ' 

MULTI­
DISCIPLINARY 

TEAM 

Project Lead 
P~rtnP.-r· 
A ~A ll.A .11.'-.IA • 

AGENCYC 

AGENCY A: 
Provides buildings and yard 
to be used as a 
Reception Centre. 

AGENCY B: 
Provides trained Child Care 
\Vorkers to identify and 
receive orphaned, abandoned. 
homeless and abused children 

~----ll~ 
at the Reception Centre. 

AGENCY C: 
Provides Social Workers, 
together With Child Care 

Workers, to assess the 
child and help with 
placement procedures. 
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Prepared for 

The CINDI (Children· in Distress)' N:ETWORK 

By 

Tessa Marcus 

- of . 
The School of Human and $ocial Science~ (Sociology) 

Univer!$ity of Natal 
. .. · Piet.ermaritzburg 

July 1999 
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