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WORLDWIDE DOCUMENTARIES, INC. 

Ms. Sandra Thunnan 
White House Office of National AIDS Policy 
736 Jackson Place, NW 
Wash~ngton, DC 20503 

Dear Ms. Thunnan 

July 19. 1999 

Although we have not yet met, I feel in some ways that I already know you-- from 
Jonathan, from BJ, and, most importantly perhaps, from a sense of shared vision and 
purpose. 

I am writing for two reasons: 

First, several of us involved with a Closer Walk-- including BJ-- believe that this is a 
project you would want to know about. Our perception is that your basic mission is to 
educate and infmm as many people as possible in this country and abroad as to the realities 
of the AIDS epidemic "as it is today." In keeping with this mission, A Closer Walk is the 
first and only film to provide a definitive account of mankind's confrontation with the 
AIDS pandemic. Its intended audience is at least 100 million people around the world, 
through theatrical, television, home video, and educational releases. Our thinking is that 
you might see this global communications project as a valuable tool, and might wish to 
explore ways in which we could work together, both in your present professional capacity, 
and in whatever way you may choose to continue working on AIDS issues in the future. 
As one of our advisors said to me recently-- "I think we have what Sandy needs." (A 
Closer Walk will premiere, by the way, in the Fall of 2000.) 

Second, it occun-ed to me that you might wish to consider appeaiing in the film iLlielf: either 
as an interview subject, or, more fully, as one of the individuals we are profiling in the film 
as an example of what it means to live a life of compassion, commitment, and concern in a 
global society. These profiles will be part of the film's mat1ix and tapestry, and will 
include, among others, Peter Piot, Graca Machel, Paul Farmer, and the first recipient of the 
GHC' s Jonathan Mann Award, Cynthia Maung. 

I will be in Washington this Thursday, and have asked BJ to see if a meeting between the 
two of us might be ainnged. In the meanwhile, I do hope you enjoy reading the proposal. 
I think you will hear in it Jonathan's voice, which I mean to keep alive, and share with 
millions of people. 

All the best, 

3af'£ ~ 
Robert Bilheimer 
President 

Worldwide Documentaries. Inc. is a not-for-profit corporation exempt under section .501 (c}(J) of Ifie In le mo I Rc'Of!nue Cede. 
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WOIU.DWIDt"! DOCUMENl'AUIES, INC. 

FOR IM.MEDIL\ TE RF.LEASE 
Contact: Roger Bilhcimcr 

Roger Bilheirncr As~mci~1tcs 
(908) 233-4107 

HILL and MEJJNDA (~ATES FOlJNDATION AWARDS 
$1 MILLlON T<l AIDS DOCUMENTARY 

A Clo.~·er Walk to Focus on Root Causes of Pande111ic 

lJNAIDS F.xecutivc ))h·ertor Peter Piol says film is "critical missing link" in war 
ag~tinst glohal AIDS 

New York. NY. fanu:1ry 12, 2000 /\ Closer Walk. <1 fcarure-lcngth film prndt1ccd by 

Worldwide Documcnt:irics ahout the glob;.ll AIDS pandemic, has been awarded ~1 $1 

million grant 1.Jy the lMl aml Melinda Gates FllundaLion. 

lnLL.:nded for an international m1dicncc, /\ Closer Walk focuses on the root cc.iuscs or 
AIDS by exploring the relationship between hcallh and human rights. The film will 

prnvith! a comprchL~nsivo portrayal of mankin<l' s confrontacion with the A IDS 

pandemic, ~rnd will underscore lhe fact th:\t the. globalization of AIDS threatens world 

security, epitomizes glob;il intcrLlcpcndence, and leads to a fuller understanding of Lhc 

r~sponsibilitic.s ol'plan~tary d1izcnsl1ip. Production of the film is already underway. 

Dr. l.\"!ter Piot, Ex.i.::cutiv~~ Dirl.'.'ctor o!' UNA.lOS. the United Nation.Ii organi,zntion ch;:irgcd 

with 1rncki11g the progn~ss o[ the cliscnse globally, saiu, ''Public response w AlDS, while 
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sornclim~~s heroic, has often also been characl~rizc<l by ignorance and deni:il. A Closer 

W(lfk is ::i crilical missing link in the effort to put Lhis global hcnllh crisis in the forefront 

of the world's cnnsdousncss, whcr~ it belongs. HJV/AIDS is not an African problem or 

a11 Asi:'ln prnhlcm. ll is a probl~m thm belongs to each and every one or us. l mn hopeful 

1hnL this project will help ~Jucatc and inform the public as to the extent of the AIDS 

crisis, ils conscqllcnccs. and its undi::rlying causes-- and inspire each of us to take action 

to atltlrcss lhis devastating glohal epidemic." 

At kast 35 milllon people. more th::m 90% of them in the developing worl<l, :m: already 

infr.:ctcd wilh lllY. lhc vims that causes AIDS. New infections arc taking place at the 

ralc or one ev~ry five seconds. AlDS-relatcd de~1ths ar~ occurring globally at the rale of 

one every 15 seconds. By the ye:u 2005, UNAlDS prcllicts that more than 100 million 

people ~1rouncl the world will be HIV posiL\vc. There :ire 13 million AlDS orph~ms in 

suh -Saharnn Africa alon~. 

"When i\ Clvser Walk came •1long, lhc 1:oundation really jumped at Lhc opporttmily lo 

suppur\ it", s~id Rose Berg, a Gak~s Fmm<l;ttion spokesperson. "The Foundation docs 

not bdicvc we can make AIDS a thing or the p:ist until there is a much broa.dcr public 

:.iwarc-m~s~ ()f the. toll AIDS is exacting, csp~ci:iHy in the developing countries." 

Dr. Nils D:1ulairc, Prcsidi.::nc and Chief Executive Officer of the Global Health Council, 

sniu, ''The surn of countless indiviuuals' Jignily. worth, and suffering is ulways greater 

than stMisLics can conv~y. l\ Closer Walk honors the irrcpl::tce;.ib\('. humanity of c:ich 

life losl LO or affected by \he global AIDS pandemic." 

A Closer Walk was cnnccivec.I in 1996 by JonaLh~n Mann and Robert Bilhcimer. 

fonath:m M:1nn, who dil:d in the crnsh of Swiss::iir 111 on September 2, 1998, created 

the Worl<l l·k';ilth Organiz:11ion's global AIDS progrmn, and is wicldy regarded as the 

:1rchiLecc and spiri1ual folhN of Lhc global response to AIDS. AcaJ~my Aw::ird nominee 



Robcn Bilheirncr, President of Worldwide Documentaries, is a director, writer, and 

prod11l·cr with ~1n internalinnal b~1ckground in the~nrc and film. 

''All of us in lh<.! "C/osc:r Walk" family nre deeply grateful to Lhe Bill and Melinda G~11es 

Flluncbt ion for shari11g our vi.-.ion nnd affording us the opportunity to move forwnrd on 

this i111por1a111 proj~cr,'' notes Bilhcime.r, who will produce and direct A Closer Walk. 

''Jon:11h~u1 Munn saiJ th~1t the link bctw~cn health and ht1man righl'i is not an ideology, 

but im cxplornlion, ~1ml that is a good way to describe this film. We want to takt! the 

auclicncc on ajrmrnc:y into the world as it renlly is, nnd at the end of thmjourncy arrive 

:11 a b~·llt~r tmdcrstanding of what it means to be a responsible and comp:.t.l\sionate human 

hi::ing in a planel;'lry society. It's not .:tn easy exploration-- the devastatio11 and human 

suffering caused \.iy AIDS in the developing world is almost beyond 

c:o1npre.hension--but in the end the film will be inspiring. We can learn m::iny things 

from AIDS, ru1d one of them is how to b~ a bcller human being." 

A Clnser Walk will interwcJvc pro(ilcs, human interest stories, und interviews with 

imlivh.luals whose backgrounus, pe.rspcclivcs, and areas of expertise epitomize the 

crnss-cultural nature of lhe AIDS dilemma. Particip:mts will include lcri.ding experts on 

the subject C'lf g.\ohal /\IDS aml infectious dise~1sc and public health; AIDS researchers 

lillll scit:ntists; ckveloping world srntcsp~oplc; leaders in the fields of religion, global 

CLhics, i:-conomics, and political science; ancl a range of olhers including journalists, 

business leaders, activists and health workers. Trnnsitional sequem.:es designed to give 

the rilm's m1diencc an opportunity Lo reflect on. key segmencs of lhc film will feature lhc 

work of prominent artists in the field of music, photography, theatre, :ind film. South 

Afric~m composer Caiphus Scmenya, who received nn Osc~ir nomination for his work 

on Steven Spielberg's 111e Cvfor P1./fplc, will contribute to the film's musir.::al score .. 

A Closer Wu/k is a fo:itur~-\ength film for thcalrical nnd television release, with edited 

wr:-;ions for educational ~nd Internet applicmions. Filming will take place in Haili, 

Brazil, South ~mu southern Africa, East Africn, lndin, Vietnam, Thailand, Eastern 



Eurnpc, and various loc::llions in the United Stmcs. Bilheimer conclud~s. "While I\ 

Closer Walk is ri globnl cfocu1t1cnt, it is neither rt travelogue nor a catalogue. The past 

15 years have shown us that AlDS has underlying root callses that know no boundaries. 

M:1rginali1ntion, stigm:itizaLion, an<l clisc.~rimination-- which in tllm lead to poverty, Jack 

of education, and social in~qu:ility-- are the societal factors upon which AIDS feeds. 

Thal is why, for instance, AlDS has consistently found its way to-- ancl is increasingly 

affecting-- poor women throughout the developing world. The~c women-- nnd there arc 

Lens of millions of Lh1.~m-- w~rn robbed of their voices long before HIV nppcan~d to 

l'mlhl:.r complicate their lives." 

Pounded in 1986, Worldwide Documentaries is a not-for-profit film production 

c:omp::1.11y focusing on suhjccls of social, culturnl, and humanitarian interest. These 

projects have be.en sponsoreJ an<l funded by more than 40 foundations, corporations, 

;md philanthropic organizations around the world. These include The Hill & Melinda 

Oates FOlmd:llion, The Fon.11,.oundation, Carnegie Corporation of New York, The John 

D. and Carlic:rine T. MacArthur foundation, Maurice falk Medical Fund, the George 

Guncl Found<llion, the Royal S. Mmks Foundation, Cadbury Trust, the Coen Cola 

Company, <11ld lhc Xerox CorplXaLion. 

The cc)n::>t1lting advi~or.s for A Closer Walk un~: Dr. James Curran, Dean, Emory School 

or PL1blic Jle.;,1lth; David Corkery, Fenton Communications; Dr. Nils Daulaire, President 

& CEO, Cllob:d Hci11th Council; Dr. Ernest Druckc1·, Director of Public Health and 

Policy l~ese:m;h, Monlefiorc Medical Center; Dr. Paul Fnrmcr, Director of the Program 

in lnfi.::ctious Dise<\Sc and Social Ch:inge. at rhl! Harvard Medical School: Dr. Gerald 

Friedland, Di!'ector, Yale /\IDS Program; Philip H. Hall~n. Prcsi<lent Emeritus, Maurice 

f.alk Medical Fund; Dr. MaLhild~ l<rim, President, AmFAR; Lydia Mann; Naomi 

M1mn; C:1rnl Mann; Dr. June Osborn, Prc~idcnl, Jm:iah Macy, Jr. Foundation; Dr. Peter 

Piot, Ex.rci1tive Direi.:lor, UNAIDS; Eric St:lwye.r, Ex.ecuLivc Director, HIV/AIDS 

llum;111 RipJ1ts Projci::t; BJ Stiles. Prl!sidcnc Emerilus, National AIDS Funcl. 


