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Eric: 

Here is backbone. 

2 December 96 18:11 

HRDAY96 DOC 

November 26, 1996 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE 

THROUGH: ERIC SCHWARTZ 

FROM: MATTHEW LORIN 
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SUBJECT: Scheduling Proposal: Human Rights Day 

1 have enclosed for your consideration a scheduling proposal for 
Human Rights Day. John Shattuck has urged that we consider an 
event 
that highlights the theme of "women's rights are human rights" 
and 
the Beijing Women's Conference - the year after. Such an event 
would 
provide the President an opportunity to highlight his Council on 
Women and the Administration's domestic and intemational 
initiatives 
in this area of interest and concern to this very important 
constituency. 

We have suggested that the event be held on Tuesday, December 10. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the attached scheduling proposal. 

Attachment 
Tab I Scheduling Proposal 

ATTACHMENT 
FILE DATE 

ATTACHMENT 
FILE NAME 

2 December 96 18:10 

HRDYB96.DOC 

Schedule Proposal date 

ACCEPT REGRET PENDING 
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TO: Stephanie Streett 
Anne Walley 

FROM: Anthony Lake 

REQUEST: That the President and First Lady host 
a December 10 White House commemoration 
of International Human Rights Day, on 
the theme of "women's rights are human 
rights," highlighting the achievements 
of the President's Council on Women and 
the one year follow-up of the Women's 
Conference in Beijing. 

PURPOSE: To affirm the Administration's 
commitment to human rights in general and 
women's rights in particular. To 
acknowledge the President's Council on 
Women, established following the Women's 
Conference in Beijing with a one year 
mandate of implementing the goals of 
Beijing domestically and promoting them 
intemationally. 

BACKGROUND: December 10, the anniversary of the 
adoption by the UN General Assembly of 
the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, is recognized around the worid as 
Human Rights Day. The United States has 
commemorated this anniversary for many 
years, with President's Reagan and Bush 
holding White House events annually, 

PREVIOUS PARTICIPATION: The President hosted a Human Rights Day 
event in 1993, 

DATE AND TIME: December 10, at a time to be 
determined, 

BRIEFING TIME: 5 minutes 

DURATION: 20-30 minutes 

LOCATION: Room 450 of OEOB 

PARTICIPANTS: The President and the First Lady, 
Members of the audience will include 
leaders of U S. and foreign-based 
intemational human rights groups and 
Members of Congress. 
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OUTLINE OF EVENTS: The First Lady would greet the 
assembled guests and introduce the 
President, who would deliver a short 
Human Rights Day address, highlighting 
women's rights and follow-up on the 
Beijing Conference and Administration 
initiatives in these areas. After the 
address, the President would sign a 
Human Rights Day Proclamation and 
recognize selected members of the 
audience for their contributions on these 
issues. Following their statements, we 
propose that high level Administration 
officials be invited to deliver brief 
remarks. The speakers could include, 
Anthony Lake, Ambassador Madeleine 
Albright, Assistant Secretary John 
Shattuck, and/or others. 

REMARKS REQUIRED: To be provided by NSC. 

MEDIA COVERAGE: Yes 

FIRST LADY'S ATTENDANCE: Yes, 

VICE PRESIDENTS ATTENDANCE: If possible. 

RECOMMENDED BY: NSC/OFL. 

CONTACT: Matt Lorin 

SECOND LADY'S ATTENDANCE: If possible. 

ATTACHMENT 
FILE DATE 

ATTACHMENT 
FILE NAME 

2 December 96 17:16 

HRDYC96.DOC 

D-R-A-F-T 

WHITE HOUSE EVENT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 

UN Human Rights Day (December 10) presents an opportunity for the 
President and the First Lady to host an event that highlights the 
Administration's achievements in the field of human rights in 
particular women's rights and the Administration's follow-up on 
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Beijing. The President and the First Lady would be joined by 
John 
Shattuck, Assistant Secretary for Democracy, Human Rights and 
Labor, 
as well as other relevant USG officials, leading human rights 
activists and members of Congress. Approximately 300 guests 
could be 
invited to room 450 of the OEOB including members of the press. 
Congress, VlPs and human rights activists. We recommend that the 
event take place on Tuesday, December 10 and that it last for one 
hour. 

The President's statement would focus on U.S, efforts to,,. The 
President could use this fomm to highlight the Administration's 
human rights accomplishments over the last four years and touch 
on 
priorities for the next four.,. He could cite as examples... 
The 
President would use the occasion to sign a presidential 
proclamation 
marking Human Rights Day, 

The First Lady would focus on the issue of women. She could cite 
several specific examples from her travels of women around the 
worid 
who have endured any kind of violence and the bold steps we have 
taken to redress these atrocities. She could remark on her own 
efforts in the area of empowering women, the Beijing Conference 
and 
the successes of the President's Council on Women, ,, 

Following their statements, we propose that high level 
Administration officials be invited to deliver brief remarks. 
The 
speakers could include, for example. National Security Advisor 
Anthony Lake, Ambassador Madeleine Albright, Assistant Secretary 
John 
Shattuck, and/or others. 

The leading human rights activist would be someone working to 
promote reconciliation and would make a short statement after the 
First Lady's remarks. The member of Congress should present a 
"Sense 
of the Congress" resolution in support of Human Rights Day. 
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M S M a i l 

DATE-TIME 

FROM 

CLASSIFICATION 
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TO 

CARBON_COPY 

TEXT BODY 

03 December 96 08:28 

Millison, Cathy L, 

UNCLASSIFIED 

FW: HR Day SP [UNCLASSIFIED] 

Sens, Andrew D, 

Dohse, Fred J. 
Harmon, Joyce A. 

FYI 

From: Schwartz, Eric P, 
To: Blinken, Antony J,; Moffett, Julia; Soderberg, Nancy E, 
CC: /R, Record at A l ; Lorin, Matthew; Malley, Robert; Ragan, Richard F, 
Subject: HR Day SP [UNCLASSIFIED] 
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 1996 08:24 AM 

[[ SPHRD DOC : 2077 in SPHRD DOC ]] 

For your comments, ASAP. 

Would like to send forward today, 

I have not mentioned the visit of the Chinese Defense Minister in the SP, 
Should we? 

We've listed OFL as co-sponsor, but we have yet to hear from them. It will 
be difficult to get them quickly, as they are on the road with the First 
Lady, but we will try. 

Eric 

ATTACHMENT 
FILE DATE 

ATTACHMENT 
FILE NAME 

3 December 96 8:21 

SPHRDDOC 
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Schedule Proposal date 

ACCEPT REGRET PENDING 

TO: Stephanie Streett 
Anne Walley 

FROM: Anthony Lake 

REQUEST: That the President and First Lady host 
a December 10 White House commemoration 
of International Human Rights Day, 
focusing on the theme that "Women's 
Rights are Human Rights." 

PURPOSE: To affirm the Administration's 
commitment to human rights in general and 
women's rights in particular. To 
recognize American women who have been 
leaders in the intemational human 
rights movement in general and in the 
intemational women's rights movement in 
particular, and to announce 1997 
intemational AID initiatives relating to 
the advancement of women, 

BACKGROUND: December 10, the anniversary of the 
adoption by the UN General Assembly of 
the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, is recognized around the worid as 
Human Rights Day, The White House has 
commemorated this anniversary for many 
years. "Women's Rights as Human Rights" 
is a very important new theme in the 
intemational human rights movement, and 
gained increased prominence after the 
Beijing Women's Conference in 1994, 

PREVIOUS PARTICIPATION: The President hosted a Human Rights Day 
event in 1993; and a combined 
Bosnia/Human Rights Day event in 1995,. 
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DATE AND TIME: December 10, at a time to be 
determined. 

BRIEFING TIME: 5 minutes 

DURATION: 20-30 minutes 

LOCATION: Oval Office and Roosevelt Room, 

PARTICIPANTS: The President and First Lady would meet 
with a small group (4-5) of women human 
rights leaders in the Oval Office, after 
which the group would proceed to the 
Roosevelt Room to join invited guests. 
Members of the audience will include 
leaders of U.S. and foreign-based 
intemational human rights groups, 
Members of Congress and senior 
Administration officials. The President 
would then give a short statement, 
expressing appreciation for the work of 
the human rights leaders, announcing a 
series of Administration initiatives on 
intemational women's issues and 
reaffirming the Administration's 
commitment to international human rights. 
He would then sign the Human Rights Day 
Proclamation 

REMARKS REQUIRED: To be provided by NSC. 

MEDIA COVERAGE: Yes, 

FIRST LADY'S ATTENDANCE: Yes, 

VICE PRESIDENT'S ATTENDANCE: If possible. 

RECOMMENDED BY: NSC/OFL 

CONTACT: Eric Schwartz 
Matt Lorin 

SECOND LADY'S ATTENDANCE: If possible. 
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DATE-TIME 
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TO 

CARBON_COPY 

TEXT BODY 

ATTACHMENT 
FILE DATE 

03 December 96 11:38 

Lorin, Matthew E. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

HR Day [UNCLASSIFIED] 

Benjamin, Daniel 
Blinken, Antony J. 
Gibney, James S. 
Gray, Wendy 
Letts, Kelly J. 
Lorin, Matthew E. 
Malley, Robert 
Moffett, Julia 
Naplan, Steven J. 
Ragan, Richard F, 
Santarcangelo, Jason M, 
Schwartz, Eric P. 
Showalter, Victoria A. 

NO CCs on THIS MESSAGE 

[[ HRDY96D.DOC : 2883 in HRDY96D.DOC ]] 

Here is SP with Moffit changes incorporated. 

As for the recommendation of an emphasis on children, i ,e,, labor, 
prostitution... sounds good to me. 

3 December 96 11:33 

ATTACHMENT 
FILE NAME HRDY96D.DOC 
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Schedule Proposal date 

ACCEPT REGRET PENDING 

TO: Stephanie Streett 
Anne Walley 

FROM: Anthony Lake 

REQUEST: That the President and First Lady host 
a December 10 White House commemoration 
of International Human Rights Day, 
focusing on the theme that "Women's 
Rights are Human Rights." 

PURPOSE: 1) To affirm the Administration's 
commitment to human rights in general and 
women's rights in particular. 2) To 
recognize American women who have been 
leaders in the intemational human 
rights movement in general and in the 
international women's rights movement in 
particular. 3) To announce 1997 
intemational AID initiatives relating to 
the advancement of women. 

BACKGROUND: December 10, the anniversary of the 
adoption by the UN General Assembly of 
the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, is recognized around the world as 
Human Rights Day. The White House has 
commemorated this anniversary for many 
years. "Women's Rights as Human Rights" 
is a very important new theme in the 
intemational human rights movement, and 
gained increased prominence after the 
Beijing Women's Conference in 1994. 

PREVIOUS PARTICIPATION: The President hosted a Human Rights Day 
event in 1993; and a combined 
Bosnia/Human Rights Day event in 1995,, 

DATE AND TIME: December 10, at a time to be 
determined, 

BRIEFING TIME: 5 minutes 

DURATION: 20-30 minutes 
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LOCATION: Oval Office and Roosevelt Room. 

PARTICIPANTS: The President and First Lady would meet 
with a small group (4-5) of women human 
rights leaders in the Oval Office, after 
which the group would proceed to the 
Roosevelt Room to join invited guests. 
Members of the audience will include 
leaders of U.S. and foreign-based 
intemational human rights groups. 
Members of Congress and senior 
Administration officials. The President 
would then give a short statement, 
expressing appreciation for the work of 
the human rights leaders, announcing a 
series of Administration initiatives on 
intemational women's issues and 
reaffirming the Administration's 
commitment to international human rights. 
He would then sign the Human Rights Day 
Proclamation. 

REMARKS REQUIRED: To be provided by NSC, 

MEDIA COVERAGE: Oval Office - PHOTO ONLY. 
Roosevelt Room - PRESS POOL, 

FIRST LADY'S ATTENDANCE: Yes. 

VICE PRESIDENT'S ATTENDANCE: No, 

RECOMMENDED BY: NSC/OFL 

CONTACT: Eric Schwartz 
Matt Lorin 

SECOND LADY'S ATTENDANCE: If possible. 



32AC4BD3.F1N Page 1 of 4 

M S M a i l 

DATE-TIME 

FROM 

CLASSIFICATION 

SUBJECT 

TO 

CARBON_COPY 

TEXT BODY 

ATTACHMENT 
FILE DATE 
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09 December 96 12:21 

Schwartz, Eric P. 

•COWIDENTIAL-

4C0NFIDENTIAH--

Lorin, Matthew E, 

NO CCs on THIS MESSAGE 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.0.13526 

White House Guidelines, Septefflber 11,2i96 
By^Q^ARA, mttCtUjl<\ 11 

[[ 7863SP.DOC : 3139 in 7863SP.DOC ]][[ 7863LAKE.DOC : 3138 in 
7863LAKE.DOC 
]] 

4 December 96 11:40 

7863LAKE.DOC 
7863 

December 4, 1996 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR ANTHONY LAKE 

FROM: ERIC SCHWARTZ 

SUBJECT: Scheduling Proposal: 
Human Rights Day (December 10) 

After consultation with Strategic Planning and the Office of the 
First Lady, we have put together the attached Human Rights Day 
Scheduling Proposal. The proposed focus on women's rights is 
designed 
to resonate with both the intemational human rights community 
(for 
which women's rights is an important theme) and with a domestic 
audience. 
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Concurrence by: Julia Moffet 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the attached scheduling Proposal at Tab I, 

Attachment 
Tab 1 Scheduling Proposal 

ATTACHMENT 
FILE DATE 

ATTACHMENT 
FILE NAME 

4 December 96 11:40 

7863SP,DOC 
7863 

Schedule Proposal date /_ 

ACCEPT REGRET PENDING 

TO: Stephanie Streett 
Anne Hawley 

FROM: Anthony Lake 
Melanne Verveer 

REQUEST: That the President and First Lady host a 
December 10 White House commemoration of 
International Human Rights Day, focusing 
on the theme that "Women's Rights are 
Human Rights." 

PURPOSE: 1) To reaffirm the Administration's 
commitment to human rights in general and 
women's rights in particular, 2) To 
recognize American women who have been 
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leaders in the international human and 
women's rights movements, 3) To announce 
1997 U.S. aid initiatives relating to the 
advancement of women. 

BACKGROUND: December 10, the anniversary of the 
adoption by the UN General Assembly of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, is 
recognized around the worid as Human 
Rights Day. The White House has 
commemorated this anniversary for many 
years. "Women's Rights as Human Rights" 
is a very important new theme in the 
intemational human rights movement. It 
gained increased prominence after the 
Beijing Women's Conference in 1994, where 
the First Lady played a prominent role. 

PREVIOUS PARTICIPATION: The President hosted a Human Rights Day 
event in 1993; and a combined 
Bosnia/Human Rights Day event in 1995. 

DATE AND TIME: December 10, at a time to be determined. 

BRIEFING TIME: 5 minutes 

DURATION: 20-30 minutes 

LOCATION: Oval Office and Roosevelt Room. 

PARTICIPANTS: The President and First Lady would meet 
with a small group (4-5) of women human 
rights leaders in the Oval Office, after 
which the group would proceed to the 
Roosevelt Room to join invited guests. 
Members of the audience will include 
leaders of U S, and foreign-based 
intemational human rights groups. Members 
of Congress and senior Administration 
officials. The President would then give 
a short statement, expressing 
appreciation for the work of the women 
human rights leaders, reaffirming our 
support for efforts to promote women's 
rights, and announcing several new 
Administration initiatives in this area. 
He would then sign the Human Rights Day 
Proclamation. 
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REMARKS REQUIRED: To be provided by NSC 

MEDIA COVERAGE: Oval Office - PHOTO ONLY, 
Roosevelt Room - PRESS POOL, 

FIRST LADY'S ATTENDANCE: Yes. 

VICE PRESIDENT'S ATTENDANCE: Optional, 

RECOMMENDED BY: NSC/OFL 

CONTACT: Eric Schwartz 
Matt Lorin 

SECOND LADY'S ATTENDANCE: Optional. 
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M S M a i l 

DATE-TIME 

FROM 

09 December 96 18:16 

Fried, Daniel 

CLASSIFICATION UNCLASSIFIED 

SUBJECT 

TO 

CARBON_COPY 

TEXT BODY 

RE: Human Rights Day [UNCLASSIFIED] 

Friedrich, M, K. 

NO CCs on THIS MESSAGE 

We use the phrase "Central and Eastern Europe." No objection, assuming that 
the facts in the sentence are accurate. (I don't know myself) 

From: Friedrich, Mary K, 
To: Fried, Daniel; @CEE - Central/Eastern Europe 
CC: /R, Record at AI 
Subject: Human Rights Day [UNCLASSIFIED] 
Date: Monday, December 09, 1996 06:14 PM 

Dan, 

A sentence was added to the "Human Rights Day Proclamation" on Romania. 
Thought you should have a look at it to be sure that you don't have any 
objections to it. The sentence reads as follows: 

In Romania, women gathered from around Eastern and Central Europe to 
promote 

the goals ofthe Beijing Women's Conference," 

Pis let me know if the sentence is 0,K, as soon as possible. 

Thanks 
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CLASSIFICATION 
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CARBON_COPY 

TEXT BODY 

ATTACHMENT 
FILE DATE 

ATTACHMENT 
FILE NAME 

09 December 96 19:28 

Lorin, Matthew E. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

in process[UNCLASSIFlED] 

Schwartz, Eric P. 

NO CCs on THIS MESSAGE 

[[ HRREPORT DOC : 4885 in HRREP0RT.DOC ]][[ W0MEN2 : 4886 in 
W0MEN2, ]] 

21 September 95 13:40 

HRREPORT DOC 

HR REPORTS 

1, Albania 
2, Algeria 
3, Angola 
4, Armenia 
5, Azerbaijan 
6, Belams 
7, Bosnia-Herzegovina 
8, Burma 
9, Bumndi 
10, Cambodia 
11, Canada 
12, China 
13, Croatia 
14, Cuba 
15, Dominican Republic 
16, Egypt 
17, Ethiopia 
18, Georgia 
19, Germany 
20, Guatemala 
21, Haiti 
22, Honduras 
23, Indonesia 
24, Ireland 
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25, Israel 
26, Kazakstan 
27, Kuwait 
28, Kyrgyzstan 
29, Liberia 
30, Macedonia 
31, Mauritania 
32, Mexico 
33, Moldova 
34, Morocco 
35, Nepal 
36, Nicaragua 
37, Nigeria 
38, North Korea 
39, Palestinian Authority (?) 
40, Pem 
41, Romanian 
42, Russia 
43, Rwanda 
44, Serbia-Montenegro 
45, Slovakia 
46, South Korea 
47, Sudan 
48, Tajikistan 
49, Tunisia 
50, Turkey 
51, Turkmenistan 
52, Ukraine 
53, United Kingdom 
54, Uzbekistan 
55, Vietnam 
56, Zaire 

ATTACHMENT 
FILE DATE 

ATTACHMENT 
FILENAME 

9 December 96 19:27 

W0MEN2, 
FACT SHEET ON CLINTON ADMINISTRATION'S FOLLOW-UP FROM 
THE 1995, 
U,N, 
4th WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN IN BEIJING 

The Administration has been working to promote respect for the 
human 
rights of women around the worid. 

• USAID funds projects in Africa, Latin America and the Middle 
East 
encouraging the participation of women in the political process, 
including Bangladesh, where the highest percentage of female 
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voters ever fumed out for the national elections, surpassing the 
percentage of eligible males who voted. 

• USAID helps women in Asia and Eastem Europe to protect their 
legal and economic interests, including a program for women 
lawyers 
in Nepal who successfully argued for the Supreme Court to declare 
a discriminatory property inheritance law unconstitutional. 

• At the G7 summit in Lyon this summer, the President announced a 
$5 
million program in support of women in Bosnia, emphasizing 
training, legal assistance, and micro-enterprise projects. 

• The President appointed a Senior Coordinator for Intemational 
Women's Issues at the State Department with the mandate to 
integrate the advancement of women into our foreign policy, 

• The Administration funds programs around the worid that offer 
physical protection and promote self-sufficiency for women 
refugees, including funds to support schools for Afghan refugee 
giris in Pakistan. 

• The Administration committed personnel to work with the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees to address the reproductive health 
concerns of women refugees, 

• The US sent a delegation to the Worid Congress on the Commercial 
Sexual Exploitation of Children and is working to combat the 
intemational criminal activities involving child prostitution, 
child pornography, and trafficking of children internationally. 

WOMEN'S INITIATIVES FOR 1997 

• $1 million from State Department's Bureau of Population, 
Refugees 
and Migration for Rwandan refugee women, including programs that 
offer physical protection, economic self-sufficiency and social 
reintegration. 

• $.5 million from State Department Bureau of Population, Refugees 
and Migration for women around the worid in need of access to 
reproductive health services access to programs that offer 
protection and self-sufficiency. 

• $1 million of Economic Support Funds to be awarded to a 
consortium 
of Asian women's NGOs to combat discrimination against women in 
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the workplace and violence against women. 

• Up to $1 million from 1996 State Department's Democracy and 
Human 
Rights Fund (DHRF) for projects focusing on women's empowerment 
in 
Africa, 

• $,3 million from the Labor Department for the prevention of 
trafficking in children and child prostitution in Nepal, 

• $ 2 million from the Labor Department for the prevention of 
trafficking in children, child prostitution and exploitative 
child 
labor practices in Thailand, 

• $ 1,5 million of the $5 million pledged at the G-7 Conference in 
Lyon has been committed to women's empowerment initiatives in 
Bosnia including the "Pasta-Factory," micro-credit, and other 
business projects, 

• Department of State and Justice will co-sponsor Conference for 
US 
and Russian NGOs focusing on the prevention of international 
trafficking of women and giris. 

• Administration is reaffirming its commitment to the ratification 
of the Convention on the Elimination on all forms of 
Discrimination against Women. 

* These projects are supported by a combination of unobligated 
FY96 
and new FY97 funds. 

Julie Su is an attorney at the Asia Pacific Legal Center and 
co-founder of Sweatshops Watch. Ms. Su investigated and shut 
down an 
illegal sweatshop in El Monte, CA that had imprisoned 72 illegal 
Thai 
immigrants for several years. Her organization defends the 
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rights 
of immigrant Thai women workers from illegal practices. 

Nahid Toubia is a Physician from Sudan and President and Founder 
of 
RAINBOW (Research Action and Information Network for Bodily 
Integrity 
of Women), Her organization specializes in Women's health and 
human 
rights issues, and focuses on FGM (female genital mutilation) and 
violence. RAINBOW consults with international agencies, 
non-govemmental organizations, the United Nations and foreign 
govemments. It offers technical assistance or research and 
policy 
development. 

Mahnaz Afkhami is the Executive Director of Sisterhood is Global 
and 
former Minister of State for Women's Affairs in Iran, For the 
past 
20 years she has been a prominent speaker, activist, and author 
on 
issues related to the status of women in Muslim societies. Her 
newest book. Claiming Our Rights: A Manual for Women's human 
Rights 
Education in Muslim Societies, 

Wanjim Muigai is an international human rights lawyer from 
Kenya, 
She has 
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M S M a i l 

DATE-TIME 09 December 96 19:32 

FROM Lorin, Matthew E, 

CLASSIFICATION UNCLASSIFIED 

SUBJECT 

TO 

CARBON_COPY 

TEXT BODY 

[UNCLASSIFIED] 

Schwartz, Eric P. 

NO CCs on THIS MESSAGE 

[[ W0MEN3.DOC : 4907 in W0MEN3.DOC ]][[ HRDYP0T.DOC : 4908 in 
HRDYPOT DOC ]] 

ATTACHMENT 
FILE DATE 

ATTACHMENT 
FILE NAME 

9 December 96 19:32 

W0MEN3 DOC 
FACT SHEET ON CLINTON ADMINISTRATION'S FOLLOW-UP FROM 
THE 1995, 
U.N, 
4th WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN IN BEIJING 

The Administration has been working to promote respect for the 
human 
rights of women around the worid. 

• USAID funds projects in Africa, Latin America and the Middle 
East 
encouraging the participation of women in the political process, 
including Bangladesh, where the highest percentage of female 
voters ever tumed out for the national elections, surpassing the 
percentage of eligible males who voted. 

• USAID helps women in Asia and Eastem Europe to protect their 
legal and economic interests, including a program for women 
lawyers 
in Nepal who successfully argued for the Supreme Court to declare 
a discriminatory property inheritance law unconstitutional. 

• At the G7 summit in Lyon this summer, the President announced a 
$5 
million program in support of women in Bosnia, emphasizing 
training, legal assistance, and micro-enterprise projects. 

• The President appointed a Senior Coordinator for Intemational 
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Women's Issues at the State Department with the mandate to 
integrate the advancement of women into our foreign policy. 

• The Administration funds programs around the worid that offer 
physical protection and promote self-sufficiency for women 
refugees, including funds to support schools for Afghan refugee 
giris in Pakistan. 

• The Administration committed personnel to work with the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees to address the reproductive health 
concerns of women refugees, 

• The US sent a delegation to the Worid Congress on the Commercial 
Sexual Exploitation of Children and is working to combat the 
intemational criminal activities involving child prostitution, 
child pornography, and trafficking of children internationally. 

WOMEN'S INITIATIVES FOR 1997 

• $1 million from State Department's Bureau of Population, 
Refugees 
and Migration for Rwandan refugee women, including programs that 
offer physical protection, economic self-sufficiency and social 
reintegration. 

• $.5 million from State Department Bureau of Population, Refugees 
and Migration for women around the worid in need of access to 
reproductive health services access to programs that offer 
protection and self-sufficiency, 

• $1 million of Economic Support Funds to be awarded to a 
consortium 
of Asian women's NGOs to combat discrimination against women in 
the workplace and violence against women. 

• Up to $1 million from 1996 State Department's Democracy and 
Human 
Rights Fund (DHRF) for projects focusing on women's empowerment 
in 
Africa. 

• $ 3 million from the Labor Department for the prevention of 
trafficking in children and child prostitution in Nepal. 

• $.2 million from the Labor Department for the prevention of 
trafficking in children, child prostitution and exploitative 
child 
labor practices in Thailand, 
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• $1,5 million of the $5 million pledged at the G-7 Conference in 
Lyon has been committed to women's empowerment initiatives in 
Bosnia including the "Pasta-Factory," micro-credit, and other 
business projects. 

• Department of State and Justice will co-sponsor Conference for 
US 
and Russian NGOs focusing on the prevention of international 
trafficking of women and giris. 

• Administration is reaffirming its commitment to the ratification 
of the Convention on the Elimination on all forms of 
Discrimination against Women, 

* These projects are supported by a combination of unobligated 
FY96 
and new FY97 funds. 

Julie Su is an attorney at the Asia Pacific Legal Center and 
co-founder of Sweatshops Watch, Ms. Su investigated and shut 
down an 
illegal sweatshop in El Monte, CA that had imprisoned 72 illegal 
Thai 
immigrants for several years. Her organization defends the 
rights 
of immigrant Thai women workers from illegal practices. 

Nahid Toubia is a Physician from Sudan and President and Founder 
of 
RAINBOW (Research Action and Information Network for Bodily 
Integrity 
of Women), Her organization specializes in Women's health and 
human 
rights issues, and focuses on FGM (female genital mutilation) and 
violence. RAINBOW consults with international agencies, 
non-govemmental organizations, the United Nations and foreign 
govemments. It offers technical assistance or research and 
policy 
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development. 

Mahnaz Afkhami is the Executive Director of Sisterhood is Global 
and 
former Minister of State for Women's Affairs in Iran. For the 
past 
20 years she has been a prominent speaker, activist, and author 
on 
issues related to the status of women in Muslim societies. Her 
newest book. Claiming Our Rights: A Manual for Women's human 
Rights 
Education in Muslim Societies. 

Wanjim Muigai is an international human rights lawyer from 
Kenya. 
She has 
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To commemorate U.N, Intemational Human Rights Day on the theme 
of 
"Women's Rights are Human Rights." 
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Background 

December 10, the anniversary of the adoption by the UN General 
Assembly of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, is 
recognized 
around the worid as Human Rights Day. The White House has 
commemorated this anniversary for many years. "Women's Rights as 
Human Rights" is a very important new theme in the international 
human rights movement. It gained increased prominence after the 
Beijing Women's Conference in 1994, where the First Lady played a 
prominent role. You hosted a Human Rights Day event in 1993; and 
a 
combined Bosnia/Human Rights Day event in 1995, 

During your meeting with, you will hear stories,,. 

Following yor meeting you will address an assemblage of human 
rights 
and women's rights activist. In your remarks you will reaffirm 
the 
Administration's commitment to human rights in general and 
women's 
rights in particular, emphasizing the Adminstration's commitment 
to 
making the advancement of and equality for women an integral part 
of 
our foreign policy; recognizing American women who have been 
leaders 
in the international human and women's rights movements; and, 
announcing 1997 U S, international initiatives relating to the 
advancement of women, 
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CLINTON ADMINISTRATION EFFORTS TO PROMOTE RIGHTS OF 
WOMEN 
FOLLOWING THE UN FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN IN 
BEIJING 

• USAID supports projects in Africa, Latin America and the Middle 
East encouraging the participation of women in the political 
process. In Bangladesh, where AID has been active on this issue, 
the percentage female voters in recent national elections 
surpassed the percentage of eligible males who voted, 

• USAID helps women in Asia and Eastern Europe to protect their 
legal and economic interests. In Nepal, AID supports a program 
for 
women lawyers, who successfully persuaded that country's Supreme 
Court to declare a discriminatory property inheritance law 
unconstitutional, 

• At the G-7 summit in Lyon last summer, the President announced a 
$5 million program to support of women in Bosnia, emphasizing 
training, legal assistance, and micro-enterprise projects, 

• The President appointed a Senior Coordinator for International 
Women's Issues at the State Department, with a mandate to 
integrate 
the advancement of women into our foreign policy. 

• The Administration funds programs around the worid that offer 
physical protection and promote self-sufficiency for women 
refugees, including funds to support schools for Afghan refugee 
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giris in Pakistan. 

• The Administradon seconded personnel to the UN High 
Commissioner 
for Refugees to address the reproductive health concems of women 
refugees. 

• Through the work of the U.S. delegation to the Worid Congress on 
the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children and through other 
efforts, we are working to combat intemational criminal 
activities involving child prostitution, child pomography, and 
trafficking of children intemationally. 

NEW INITIATIVES FOR WOMEN 

• The Administration will renew its effort to obtain from the 
Senate 
prompt consent to ratification of the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women. 

• We will provide $1 million from State Department's Bureau of 
Population, Refugees and Migration for Rwandan refugee women, 
including programs that offer physical protection, economic 
self-sufficiency and social reintegration. 

• We will provide $.5 million from the State Department Bureau of 
Population, Refugees and Migration for women around the worid to 
promote access to reproductive health services and to programs 
that offer protection and self-sufficiency. 

• $1 million in Economic Support Funds will be awarded to a 
consortium of Asian women's NGOs to combat discrimination against 
women in the workplace and violence against women. 

• We will provide up to $1 million from the State Department's 
Democracy and Human Rights Fund (DHRF) for projects focusing on 
women's empowerment in Africa, 

• The Labor Department will provide $,3 million for the prevention 
of trafficking in children and child prostitution in Nepal. 

• The Labor Department will provide $.2 million for the prevention 
of trafficking in children, child prostitution and exploitative 
child labor practices in Thailand, 

• The Department of State and Justice will co-sponsor a Conference 
for U S, and Russian NGOs focusing on the prevention of 
intemational trafficking of women and girls. 

These projects are supported by a combination of unobligated FY 
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"96 
and new FY '97 funds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARIES 

Julie Su is an attorney at the Asia Pacific Legal Center and 
co-founder of Sweatshops Watch. Ms. Su investigated and helped 
to 
shut down an illegal sweatshop in El Monte, CA that had for years 
imprisoned 72 illegal Thai immigrants. Her organization defends 
the 
rights of immigrant Thai women workers from illegal practices. 

Nahid Toubia is a Physician from Sudan and President and Founder 
of 
RAINBOW (Research Action and Information Network for Bodily 
Integrity 
of Women). Her organization specializes in Women's health and 
human 
rights issues, and focuses on FGM (female genital mutilation) and 
violence, RAINBOW consults with international agencies, 
non-govemmental organizations, the United Nations and foreign 
govemments. It offers technical assistance or research and 
policy 
development. 

Dawn Calabia is Senior External Relations Officer for UNHCR and 
former Director of International Programs at the U.S. Catholic 
Conference. She was the driving force behind the U.S, 
anti-piracy 
legislation that was designed to end rape and abduction of 
Vietnamese 
women and children by pirates in the Gulf of Thailand. She also 
is 
one of the co-founders ofthe Women's Commission for Refugee 
Women 
and Children, the leading U.S. organization working against 
sexual 
violence and other abuses of women and children refugees. 

Barbara Frey is Executive Director of Minnesota Advocates for 
Human 
Rights. Her organization specializes in investigating arbitrary 
killings, domestic violence as a human rights abuse, asylum and 
refugee law, and corporate responsibility for human rights. She 
has 
investigated human rights violations in a half dozen countries 
and 
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she frequently lectures and publishes on international human 
rights 
topics. 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 
REMARKS ON HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, D C, 
DECEMBER 10, 1996 

Thank you, Julie, for your remarks. 1 am honored to join such a 
distinguished group on Human 
Rights Day, I want to acknowledge Secretary Reich, USAID 
Administrator Atwood, Assistant 
Secretary John Shattuck, and all the representatives of those 
organizations that have done so 
much to advance the cause of freedom around the worid. 

Before 1 begin, let me first say that just a short while ago, I 
spoke with Secretary Christopher 
who is in Bmssels at the meeting of NATO Foreign Ministers, 
Together, they agreed to hold 
what I believe will be a historic NATO Summit next July 7th and 
8th in Bmssels ~ a Summit that 
will advance our goal of building, for the first time in history, 
a Europe that is undivided, 
democratic and at peace. At the Summit, we will work to develop 
a strong NATO-Russia 
partnership,,, to adapt NATO to the demands of a new era.., and 
to invite the first aspiring 
members from among Europe's new democracies to begin the process 
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of joining NATO, My goal 
is to see them become full members of the Alliance for NATO's 
50th birthday in 1999, 

It is fitting that this important step forward for NATO and 
Europe comes as we celebrate 
International Human Rights Day, Bill of Rights Day, and Human 
Rights Week. The prospect of 
NATO membership and integration with the West has served as a 
strong incentive for Europe's 
newest democracies to expand their political freedoms and promote 
universal human rights. 
Working together with our allies and partners, we are building a 
worid where, as Judge Learned 
Hand once said, "right knows no boundaries, and justice no 
frontiers," For the first dme in 
history, more than half the worid's people now live under 
govemments of their own choosing. 

Today, we rededicate ourselves to the unfinished task of 
extending freedom's reach. Promoting 
democracy and human rights reflects our ideals and reinforces our 
interests. It is a fundamental 
pillar of our foreign policy. History shows that nations where 
rights are respected and 
govemments are freely chosen are more likely to be our partners 
in peace and prosperity. That is 
why we have worked hard over the last four years to help equality 
and freedom take root in 
South Africa , to end killing and ethnic cleansing in Bosnia...to 
stop the reign of terror in Haiti . ..to 
promote reform in Russia...and to enable millions of suffering 
people around the worid to reclaim 
their dignity. That is why we must continue supporting the 
worid's newest democracies, and 
keep the pressure on its remaining repressive regimes. 

The First Lady and 1 have just come from a remarkable meeting 
with several dedicated and 
courageous women who are promoting human rights and democracy by 
helping women to live 
up to their potential. Julie Su, who just spoke, has played a 
cmcial role in stopping the 
exploitation of Thai women immigrants in sweatshops. For the 
last 20 years. Dawn Calabia 
[KA-LAH-BIA] has fought to protect women refugees and children. 
Nahid Toubia [NA-HID 
TOO-BIA] is a doctor from Sudan whose organization has played a 
pioneering role in women's 
health issues. Barbara Frey [FRY] has promoted corporate 
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responsibility for human rights. And 
since coming here from El Salvador, Lillian Perdomo 
[PEAR-DOUGH-MO] has worked to 
protect women from domestic violence. 
Each of these women tells a story for many others. Together, 
their experiences underscore a 
shared tmth: As the First Lady said last year at the United 
Nations Fourth Worid Conference on 
Women in Beijing, "human rights are women's rights ~ and women's 
rights are human rights." 1 
want to tell you how proud I was ~ and am - of the role that 
Hillary, Ambassador Madeleine 
Albright, and all the members of the U.S. delegation played in 
issuing Beijing's call to action, 

Beijing's message was as clear as it was compelling: We cannot 
advance our ideals and interests 
unless we focus more attention on the fundamental rights and 
basic human needs of women and 
giris. We must recognize that it is a violation of human rights 
when girls and women are sold 
into prostitution...when rape becomes a weapon of war...when 
women are denied the right to 
plan their own families, including through forced 
abortions...when young giris are bmtalized by 
genital mutilation...ancl when women around the worid are unsafe 
even in their own homes. If 
women are free from violence, if they are healthy and educated, 
if they can live and work as full 
and equal partners in society...then families will flourish. When 
families flourish, the communities 
and nations they live in will thrive. 

We are putting our efforts to protect and advance women's rights 
where they belong: in the 
mainstream of American foreign policy. During the last four 
years, we have worked to steer 
more of our assistance to women and giris, to help protect their 
legal rights and to give them a 
greater voice in their political and economic future. These 
programs are making a real 
difference, whether by raising female voter turnout in 
Bangladesh, promoting equality for 
women in Nepal, or enabling women in Bosnia to participate fully 
in the rebuilding of their country. 
But we must do more. Today, I call on the Senate to ratify the 
UN Convendon on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women ~ a 
long-standing goal of my 
Administration. I am also pleased to announce several 
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initiatives totally $4 million, to protect and 
advance women's rights. These include new efforts to help 
Rwandan women who have been 
torn from their homes, and to provide women refugees around the 
worid with access to 
reproductive health services. They build on the commitment I 
made at last year's G-7 summit 
to help women in Bosnia start new businesses, and will also help 
women across Africa to do the 
same. They strengthen our commitment to stop the global 
trafficking of women and children for 
prosdtution and child labor. And they will help women's groups 
in Asia fight violence and 
discrimination. 

In short, these efforts will reinforce America's global 
leadership on behalf of human rights and 
democracy. They reflect our nation's enduring commitment to the 
freedoms in the Bill of Rights 
that safeguard our citizens. They support the values in the 
Universal Declaration on Human 
Rights that promote freedom, justice and peace around the worid. 

We live at a time when America's most deeply held ideals are 
ascendant. But this hopeful trend 
toward freedom and democracy is neither inevitable nor 
irreversible. While we seek to engage all 
countries on terms of goodwill, we must condnue to stand up for 
the proposition that all people, 
without regard to their gender, their nationality, their race, 
their ethnic group, or their religion, 
should have a chance to live up to their potential. As I sign 
this proclamation marking 
International Human Rights Day, 1 ask you all to remember not 
just that women's rights are 
human rights ~ but that the defense and promotion of human 
rights are the responsibilities of us 
all. 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 
REMARKS ON HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, D C. 
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Thank you, Julie, for your remarks. I am honored to join such a 
distinguished group on Human 
Rights Day. I want to acknowledge Secretary Reich, USAID 
Administrator Atwood, Assistant 
Secretary John Shattuck, and all the representadves of those 
organizadons that have done so 
much to advance the cause of freedom around the world. 

Before I begin, let me first say that just a short while ago, I 
spoke with Secretary Christopher 
who is in Bmssels at the meedng of NATO Foreign Ministers, 
Together, they agreed to hold 
what I believe will be a historic NATO Summit next July 7th and 
8th in Bmssels ~ a Summit that 
will advance our goal of building, for the first time in history. 
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a Europe that is undivided, 
democratic and at peace. At the Summit, we will work to develop 
a strong NATO-Russia 
partnership,,, to adapt NATO to the demands of a new era,,, and 
to invite the first aspiring 
members from among Europe's new democracies to begin the process 
of joining NATO, My goal 
is to see them become full members of the Alliance for NATO's 
50th birthday in 1999, 

It is fitdng that this important step forward for NATO and 
Europe comes as we celebrate 
Internadonal Human Rights Day, Bill of Rights Day, and Human 
Rights Week, The prospect of 
NATO membership and integradon with the West has served as a 
strong incendve for Europe's 
newest democracies to expand their political freedoms and promote 
universal human rights. 
Working together with our allies and partners, we are building a 
worid where, as Judge Learned 
Hand once said, "right knows no boundaries, and jusdce no 
frontiers," For the first time in 
history, more than half the worid's people now live under 
govemments of their own choosing. 

Today, we rededicate ourselves to the unfinished task of 
extending freedom's reach. Promoting 
democracy and human rights reflects our ideals and reinforces our 
interests. It is a fundamental 
pillar of our foreign policy. History shows that nadons where 
rights are respected and 
govemments are freely chosen are more likely to be our partners 
in peace and prosperity. That is 
why we have worked hard over the last four years to help equality 
and freedom take root in 
South Africa,,,to end killing and ethnic cleansing in Bosnia...to 
stop the reign of terror in Haiti, . to 
promote reform in Russia, .and to enable millions of suffering 
people around the worid to reclaim 
their dignity. That is why we must continue supporting the 
worid's newest democracies, and 
keep the pressure on its remaining repressive regimes. 

The First Lady and I have just come from a remarkable meeting 
with several dedicated and 
courageous women who are promoting human rights and democracy by 
helping women to live 
up to their potential. Julie Su, who just spoke, has played a 
cmcial role in stopping the 
exploitation of Thai women immigrants in sweatshops. For the 
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last 20 years, Dawn Calabia 
[KA-LAH-BlA] has fought to protect women refugees and children, 
Nahid Toubia [NA-HID 
TOO-BIA] is a doctor from Sudan whose organizadon has played a 
pioneering role in women's 
health issues. Barbara Frey [PHONETIC] has promoted corporate 
responsibility for human 
rights. And since coming here from El Salvador, Lillian Perdomo 
[PHONETIC] has worked to 
protect women from domestic violence. 
Each of these women tells a story for many others. Together, 
their experiences underscore a 
shared tmth: As the First Lady said last year at the United 
Nadons Fourth Worid Conference on 
Women in Beijing, "human rights are women's rights ~ and women's 
rights are human rights," I 
want to tell you how proud 1 was ~ and am ~ of the role that 
Hillary, Ambassador Madeleine 
Albright, and all the members of the U S, delegation played in 
issuing Beijing's call to action, 

Beijing's message was as clear as it was compelling: We cannot 
advance our ideals and interests 
unless we focus more attendon on the fundamental rights and 
basic human needs of women and 
giris. We must recognize that it is a violadon of human rights 
when giris and women are sold 
into prosdtudon...when rape becomes a weapon of war...when 
women are denied the right to 
plan their own families, including through forced 
abortions...when young giris are bmtalized by 
genital mutilation, .and when women around the worid are unsafe 
even in their own homes. If 
women are free from violence, if they are healthy and educated, 
if they can live and work as full 
and equal partners in society,. then families will flourish. When 
families flourish, the communides 
and nations they live in will thrive. 

We are putting our efforts to protect and advance women's rights 
where they belong: in the 
mainstream of American foreign policy. During the last four 
years, we have worked to steer 
more of our assistance to women and giris, to help protect their 
legal rights and to give them a 
greater voice in their political and economic future. These 
programs are making a real 
difference, whether by raising female voter turnout in 
Bangladesh, promodng equality for 
women in Nepal, or enabling women in Bosnia to participate fully 
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in the rebuilding of their country. 
But we must do more. Today, I call on the Senate to radfy the 
UN Convendon on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women ~ a 
long-standing goal of my 
Administradon. I am also pleased to announce several 
inidadves totaling $4 million, to protect and 
advance women's rights. These include new efforts to help 
Rwandan women who have been 
torn from their homes, and to provide women refugees around the 
worid with access to 
reproducdve health services. They build on the commitment 1 
made at last year's G-7 summit 
to help women in Bosnia start new businesses, and will also help 
women across Africa to do the 
same. They strengthen our commitment to stop the global 
trafficking of women and children for 
prosdtudon and child labor. And they will help women's groups 
in Asia fight violence and 
discrimination. 

In short, these efforts will reinforce America's global 
leadership on behalf of human rights and 
democracy. They reflect our nadon's enduring commitment to the 
freedoms in the Bill of Rights 
that safeguard our cidzens. They support the values in the 
Universal Declaration on Human 
Rights that promote freedom, justice and peace around the worid. 

We live at a time when America's most deeply held ideals are 
ascendant. But this hopeful trend 
toward freedom and democracy is neither inevitable nor 
irreversible. While we seek to engage all 
countries on terms of goodwill, we must continue to stand up for 
the proposidon that all people, 
without regard to their gender, their nadonality, their race, 
their ethnic group, or their religion, 
should have a chance to live up to their potendal. As I sign 
this proclamadon marking 
International Human Rights Day, I ask you all to remember not 
just that women's rights are 
human rights ~ but that the defense and promodon of human 
rights are the responsibilities of us 
all. 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 
REMARKS ON HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, D C. 
DECEMBER 10, 1996 

Thank you, Julie, for your remarks. I am honored to join such a 
disdnguished group on Human 
Rights Day. 1 want to acknowledge Secretary Reich, USAID 
Administrator Atwood, Assistant 
Secretary John Shattuck, Assistant Secretary Phyllis Oakley and 
all the representatives of those 
organizations that have done so much to advance the cause of 
freedom around the worid. 

Before 1 begin, let me first say that just a short while ago, I 
spoke with Secretary Christopher 
who is in Bmssels at the meedng of NATO Foreign Ministers. 
Together, they agreed to hold 
what I believe will be a historic NATO Summit next July 7th and 
8th in Bmssels ~ a Summit that 
will advance our goal of building, for the first dme in history, 
a Europe that is undivided, 
democradc and at peace. At the Summit, we will work to develop 
a strong NATO-Russia 
partnership,,, to adapt NATO to the demands of a new era... and 
to invite the first aspiring 
members from among Europe's new democracies to begin the process 
of joining NATO, My goal 
is to see them become full members of the Alliance for NATO's 
50th birthday in 1999, 

It is fitting that this important step forward for NATO and 
Europe comes as we celebrate 
Internadonal Human Rights Day, Bill of Rights Day, and Human 
Rights Week, The prospect of 
NATO membership and integradon with the West has served as a 
strong incentive for Europe's 
newest democracies to expand their polidcal freedoms and promote 
universal human rights. 
Working together with our allies and partners, we are building a 
worid where, as Judge Learned 
Hand once said, "right knows no boundaries, and jusdce no 
fronders." For the first dme in 
history, more than half the worid's people now live under 
govemments of their own choosing. 
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Today, we rededicate ourselves to the unfinished task of 
extending freedom's reach, Promodng 
democracy and human rights reflects our ideals and reinforces our 
interests. It is a fundamental 
pillar of our foreign policy. History shows that nadons where 
rights are respected and 
govemments are freely chosen are more likely to be our partners 
in peace and prosperity. That is 
why we have worked hard over the last four years to help equality 
and freedom take root in 
South Africa...to end killing and ethnic cleansing in Bosnia...to 
stop the reign of terror in Haid. ,.to 
promote reform in Russia...and to enable millions of suffering 
people around the worid to reclaim 
their dignity. That is why we must condnue supporting the 
worid's newest democracies, and 
keep the pressure on its remaining repressive regimes. 

The First Lady and I have just come from a remarkable meedng 
with several dedicated and 
courageous women who are promoting human rights and democracy by 
helping women to live 
up to their potendal. Julie Su, who just spoke, has played a 
cmcial role in stopping the 
exploitation of Thai women immigrants in sweatshops. For the 
last 20 years. Dawn Calabia 
[KA-LAH-BIA] has fought to protect women refugees and children. 
Nahid Toubia [NA-HID 
TOO-BIA] is a doctor from Sudan whose organizadon has played a 
pioneering role in women's 
health issues. Barbara Frey [FRY] has promoted corporate 
responsibility for human rights. And 
since coming here from El Salvador, Lillian Perdomo [PEAR-DOE-MO] 
has worked to protect 
women from domestic violence. 

Each of these women tells a story for many others. Together, 
their experiences underscore a 
shared truth: As the First Lady said last year at the United 
Nations Fourth Worid Conference on 
Women in Beijing, "human rights are women's rights ~ and women's 
rights are human rights," 1 
want to tell you how proud I was ~ and am ~ of the role that 
Hillary, Ambassador Madeleine 
Albright, and all the members of the U,S, delegadon played in 
issuing Beijing's call to acdon, 

Beijing's message was as clear as it was compelling: We cannot 
advance our ideals and interests 
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unless we focus more attention on the fundamental rights and 
basic human needs of women and 
giris. We must recognize that it is a violation of human rights 
when giris and women are sold 
into prostitution,.,when rape becomes a weapon of war...when 
women are denied the right to 
plan their own families, including through forced 
abortions...when young giris are bmtalized by 
genital mudladon.,.and when women around the worid are unsafe 
even in their own homes. If 
women are free from violence, if they are healthy and educated, 
if they can live and work as full 
and equal partners in society...then families will flourish. When 
families flourish, the communities 
and nations they live in will thrive. 

We are putting our efforts to protect and advance women's rights 
where they belong: in the 
mainstream of American foreign policy. During the last four 
years, we have worked to steer 
more of our assistance to women and giris, to help protect their 
legal rights and to give them a 
greater voice in their political and economic future. These 
programs are making a real 
difference, whether by raising female voter turnout in 
Bangladesh, promoting equality for 
women in Nepal, or enabling women in Bosnia to participate fully 
in the rebuilding of their country. 

But we must do more. Today, I call on the Senate to ratify the 
UN Convendon on the 
Eliminadon of All Forms of Discrimination against Women ~ a 
long-standing goal of my 
Administradon. 1 am also pleased to announce several 
inidadves totalling 4 million dollars to 
protect and advance women's rights. These include new efforts to 
help Rwandan women who 
have been torn from their homes, and to provide women refugees 
around the worid with access 
to reproducdve health services. They build on the commitment I 
made at last year's G-7 summit 
to help women in Bosnia start new businesses, and will help women 
across Africa to do the 
same. They strengthen our commitment to stop the trafficking of 
women and children for 
prostitution and child labor. And they will help women's groups 
in Asia fight violence and 
discriminadon. 

In short, these efforts will reinforce America's global 
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leadership on behalf of human rights and 
democracy. They reflect our nation's enduring commitment to the 
freedoms in the Bill of Rights 
that safeguard our citizens. They support the values in the 
Universal Declaration on Human 
Rights that promote freedom, jusdce and peace around the worid. 

We live at a dme when America's most deeply held ideals are 
ascendant. But this hopeful trend 
toward freedom and democracy is neither inevitable nor 
irreversible. While we seek to engage all 
countries on terms of goodwill, we must continue to stand up for 
the proposition that all people, 
without regard to their gender, their nadonality, their race, 
their ethnic group, or their religion, 
should have a chance to live up to their potential. As I sign 
this proclamadon marking 
International Human Rights Day, 1 ask you all to remember not 
just that women's rights are 
human rights ~ but that the defense and promodon of human 
rights are the responsibilides of us 
all. 

ATTACHMENT 
FILE DATE 

ATTACHMENT 
FILE NAME 

10 December 96 8:30 

FIUMBIGDOC 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 
REMARKS ON HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, D C, 
DECEMBER 10, 1996 

Thank you, Julie, for your remarks. 1 am honored to join 
such a distinguished group on Human Rights Day. I want 
to acknowledge Secretary Reich, USAID Administrator 
Atwood, Assistant Secretary John Shattuck, Assistant 
Secretary Phyllis Oakley and all the representatives of 
those organizations that have done so much to advance 
the cause of freedom around the worid. 

Before 1 begin, let me first say that just a short while ago, 1 
spoke with Secretary Christopher who is in Bmssels at the 
meedng of NATO Foreign Ministers... Together, they 
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agreed to hold what I believe will be a historic NATO 
Summit next July 7th and 8th in Bmssels ~ a Summit that 
will advance our goal of building, for the first dme in 
history, a Europe that is undivided, democradc and at 
peace. At the Summit, we will work to develop a strong 
NATO-Russia partnership,,, to adapt NATO to the demands 
of a new era... and to invite the first aspiring members 
from among Europe's new democracies to begin the 
process of joining NATO. My goal is to see them 
become full members of the Alliance for NATO's 50th 
birthday in 1999, 

It is fitdng that this important step forward for NATO and 
Europe comes as we celebrate International Human Rights 
Day, Bill of Rights Day, and Human Rights Week, The 
prospect of NATO membership and integradon with the 
West has served as a strong incentive for Europe's newest 
democracies to expand their political freedoms and 
promote universal human rights. Working together with 
our allies and partners, we are building a worid where, as 
Judge Learned Hand once said, "right knows no 
boundaries, and jusdce no fronders." For the first dme 
in history, more than half the worid's people now live 
under governments of their own choosing. 

Today, we rededicate ourselves to the unfinished task of 
extending freedom's reach. Promoting democracy and 
human rights reflects our ideals and reinforces our 
interests. It is a fundamental pillar of our foreign 
policy. History shows that nadons where rights are 
respected and govemments are freely chosen are more 
likely to be our partners in peace and prosperity. 
That is why we have worked hard over the last four years 
to help equality and freedom take root in South Africa...to 
end killing and ethnic cleansing in Bosnia...to stop the 
reign of terror in Haiti , , ,to promote reform in 
Russia...and to enable millions of suffering people 
around the worid to reclaim their dignity. That is why we 
must continue supporting the world's newest democracies, 
and keep the pressure on its remaining repressive regimes. 

The First Lady and I have just come from a remarkable 
meedng with several dedicated and courageous women 
who are promodng human rights and democracy by 
helping women to live up to their potential,,,, 
Julie Su, who just spoke, has played a cmcial role in 
stopping the exploitation of Thai women immigrants in 
sweatshops. For the last 20 years, Dawn Calabia 
[KA-LAH-BIA] has fought to protect women refugees and 
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children, Nahid Toubia [NA-HID TOO-BIA] is a doctor 
from Sudan whose organization has played a pioneering 
role in women's health issues. Barbara Frey [FRY] has 
promoted corporate responsibility for human rights. And 
since coming here from El Salvador, Lillian Perdomo 
[PEAR-DOE-MO] has worked to protect women from 
domesdc violence. 

Each of these women tells a story for many others. 
Together, their experiences underscore a shared tmth: 
As the First Lady said last year at the United Nadons 
Fourth Worid Conference on Women in Beijing, "human 
rights are women's rights ~ and women's rights are human 
rights." 1 want to tell you how proud 1 was ~ and am - of 
the role that Hillary, Ambassaclor Madeleine Albright, and 
all the members of the U S, delegadon played in issuing 
Beijing's call to acdon. 

Beijing's message was as clear as it was compelling: We 
cannot advance our ideals and interests unless we focus 
more attendon on the fundamental rights and basic human 
needs of women and giris. We must recognize that it is a 
violadon of human rights when giris and women are sold 
into prosdtudon,.,when rape becomes a weapon of 
war,,,when women are denied the right to plan their 
own families, including through forced abortions...when 
young giris are bmtalized by genital mudladon,,,and when 
women around the worid are unsafe even in their own 
homes.... 
If women are free from violence, if they are healthy and 
educated, if they can live and work as full and equal 
partners in society...then families will flourish. When 
families flourish, the communities and nations they live in 
will thrive. 

We are putdng our efforts to protect and advance women's 
rights where they belong: in the mainstream of American 
foreign policy. During the last four years, we have 
worked to steer more of our assistance to women and 
girls, to help protect their legal rights and to give them a 
greater voice in their political and economic future.,,. 
These programs are making a real difference, whether by 
raising female voter turnout in Bangladesh, promodng 
equality for women in Nepal, or enabling women in 
Bosnia to participate fully in the rebuilding of their 
country. 

But we must do more. Today, 1 call on the Senate to radfy 
the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
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Discriminadon against Women ~ a long-standing goal of 
my Administration. 1 am also pleased to announce several 
inidatives totalling 4 million dollars to protect and 
advance women's rights.... 
These include new efforts to help Rwandan women who 
have been torn from their homes, and to provide women 
refugees around the worid with access to reproducdve 
health services. They build on the commitment I made at 
last year's G-7 summit to help women in Bosnia start new 
businesses, and will help women across Africa to do the 
same. They strengthen our commitment to stop the 
trafficking of women and children for prosdtudon and 
child labor. And they will help women's groups in Asia 
fight violence and discriminadon. 

In short, these efforts will reinforce America's global 
leadership on behalf of human rights and democracy. 
They reflect our nadon's enduring commitment to the 
freedoms in the Bill of Rights that safeguard our citizens. 
They support the values in the Universal Declaration on 
Human Rights that promote freedom, justice and peace 
around the worid. 

We live at a dme when America's most deeply held ideals 
are ascendant. But this hopeful trend toward freedom and 
democracy is neither inevitable nor irreversible.... 
While we seek to engage all countries on terms of 
goodwill, we must continue to stand up for the 
proposidon that all people, without regard to their 
gender, their nationality, their race, their ethnic group, or 
their religion, should have a chance to live up to their 
potendal. As I sign this proclamadon marking 
Internadonal Human Rights Day, 1 ask you all to 
remember not just that women's rights are human rights ~ 
but that the defense and promodon of human rights are the 
responsibilities of us all. 
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CLINTON ADMINISTRATION EFFORTS TO PROMOTE RIGHTS OF 
WOMEN 
FOLLOWING THE UN FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN IN 
BEIJING 

• USAID supports projects in Africa, Latin America and the Middle 
East encouraging the participadon of women in the polidcal 
process. In Bangladesh, where AID has been acdve on this issue, 
the percentage female voters in recent nadonal elecdons 
surpassed the percentage of eligible males who voted. 

• USAID helps women in Asia and Eastern Europe to protect their 
legal and economic interests. In Nepal, AID supports a program 
for 
women lawyers, who successfully persuaded that country's Supreme 
Court to declare a discriminatory property inheritance law 
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unconstitutional. 

• At the G-7 summit in Lyon last summer, the President announced a 
$5 million program to support of women in Bosnia, emphasizing 
training, legal assistance, and micro-enterprise projects. 

• The President appointed a Senior Coordinator for Internadonal 
Women's Issues at the State Department, with a mandate to 
integrate 
the advancement of women into our foreign policy. 

• The Administradon funds programs around the worid that offer 
physical protection and promote self-sufficiency for women 
refugees, including funds to support schools for Afghan refugee 
girls in Pakistan. 

• The Administration seconded personnel to the UN High 
Commissioner 
for Refugees to address the reproductive health concems of women 
refugees. 

• Through the work of the U.S. delegadon to the Worid Congress on 
the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children and through other 
efforts, we are working to combat intemadonal criminal 
activides involving child prosdtudon, child pomography, and 
trafficking of children intemationally. 

NEW INITIATIVES FOR WOMEN 

• The Administradon will renew its effort to obtain from the 
Senate 
prompt consent to ratificadon of the Convention on the 
Eliminadon of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women. 

• We will provide $1 million from State Department's Bureau of 
Populadon, Refugees and Migradon for Rwandan refugee women, 
including programs that offer physical protection, economic 
self-sufficiency and social reintegradon, 

• We will provide $,5 million from the State Department Bureau of 
Population, Refugees and Migration for women around the worid to 
promote access to reproducdve health services and to programs 
that offer protecdon and self-sufficiency, 

• $1 million in Economic Support Funds will be awarded to a 
consortium of Asian women's NGOs to combat discrimination against 
women in the workplace and violence against women, 

• We will provide up to $1 million from the State Department's 
Democracy and Human Rights Fund (DHRF) for projects focusing on 
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women's empowerment in Africa, 

• The Labor Department will provide $.3 million for the prevendon 
of trafficking in children and child prostitution in Nepal. 

• The Labor Department will provide $.2 million for the prevendon 
of trafficking in children, child prostitudon and exploitadve 
child labor practices in Thailand. 

• The Department of State and Justice will co-sponsor a Conference 
for U.S. and Russian NGOs focusing on the prevendon of 
intemadonal trafficking of women and giris. 

These projects are supported by a combination of unobligated FY 
"96 
and new FY "97 funds. 

PARTICIPANTS FOR 

HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 1996 
11:00 A M, 

Non-Government Organizations 

Lobel Novins Lamont Anne Zill 
Feminist Majority Eleanor Smeal 
Jennifer Jackman 
Christine Onyango 
Reebok Julie Su 
Coleen McCabe 
Institute on Religion 
and Democracy Diane Knippers 
?? Nancy Rubin 
Human Rights Watch LaShawn Jefferson 
Regan Ralph 
Sisterhood is Global Mahnaz Afkhami 
Freedom House Nina Shea 
Bette Lord 
American Jewish Cmtte Felice Gaer 
Ms Foundadon for Women Marie C. Wilson 
Lawyers Committee for 
Human Rights Inter Action Elisa Massimino 
Julia Taft 
??? Marilyn McAfee 
Center of Concern Jim Hug 
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Maria Riley 
Miller & Chevalier Lucinda Low 
Georgetown University Law Ctr 
Sex Discrimination Clinic Anne Goldstein 
The Stanley Foundation Joan D. Winship 
Advocates for Human Rights Barbara Frey 
Asia Foundadon Carol Yost 
Women's Leadership Project Laura Liswood 
Nadonal Endowment for 
Democracy Laila Al-hamad 
Nadonal Spiritual Assembly Fimz Kazemzadeh 
Katharine Cosby 
Marjorie Sonnenfeldt 
Human Rights Alliance Kathryn Porter 
Amnesty International USA Patricia Rengel 
Int'l Center for Research 
on Women Jill Merrick 
Women's Campaign Fund Majorie Margolies-Mezvinsky 

??? Sally Shelton-Colby 
??? Nhutrang Huynh 

Govemment 

USAID Brian Atwood 
Ann Kittlaus 
State (South Asian Affairs) Mary Curtin 
State (Populadon, Refugees, 
and Migradon) Phyllis Oakley 
State (Int'l Women's Issues) Alyse Nelson 
Jennifer Kloes 
State (Global Affairs) Jeffrey Meer 
State (Int'l Organizations) Molly Williamson 
Paula Lynch 
Sharon Kotok 
EPA Jean Nelson 

BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARIES 

Julie Su is an aUorney at the Asia Pacific Legal Center and 
co-founder of Sweatshops Watch. Ms. Su invesdgated and helped 
to 
shut down an illegal sweatshop in El Monte, California that had 
imprisoned 72 Thai immigrants. Her organization defends the 
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rights 
of immigrant Thai women workers from illegal pracdces. 

Nahid Toubia is a Physician from Sudan and President and Founder 
of 
RAINBOW (Research Acdon and Informadon Network for Bodily 
Integrity 
of Women). Her organization specializes in Women's health and 
human 
rights issues, and focuses on female genital mudladon and 
violence, RAINBOW consults with internadonal agencies, 
non-govemmental organizadons, the United Nadons and foreign 
govemments. It offers technical assistance or research and 
policy 
development. 

Dawn Calabia is Senior Extemal Relations Officer for UNHCR and 
former Director of Intemadonal Programs at the U S, Catholic 
Conference, While working for Representadve Stephen Solarz and 
for 
the House Foreign Affairs Committee, she was the driving force 
behind 
the U.S. anti-piracy legisladon that was designed to end rape 
and 
abduction of Vietnamese women and children by pirates in the Gulf 
of 
Thailand. She is one of the co-founders of the Women's 
Commission 
for Refugee Women and Children, the leading U S, organizadon 
working 
against sexual violence and other abuses of women and children 
refugees. She is currendy involved in promoting UNHCR 
Guidelines on 
Protection and Assistance to Refugee Women, 

Barbara Frey is Executive Director of Minnesota Advocates for 
Human 
Rights. Her organizadon specializes in invesdgadng arbitrary 
killings, domesdc violence as a human rights abuse, asylum and 
refugee law, and corporate responsibility for human rights. She 
has 
invesdgated human rights violadons in a half dozen countries 
and 
she frequendy lectures and publishes on internadonal human 
rights 
topics. 

SCENARIO FOR HUMAN RIGHTS DAY EVENT 
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ROOSEVELT ROOM 
December 10, 1996 
11:00-11:30 a.m. 

10:50 a.m. Guests enter through West Lobby and are escorted to 
the Roosevelt Room 

10:55 a.m. Nancy Soderberg, Eric Schwartz and members of the 
First Lady's Office enter the Oval Office to brief the 
President and First Lady on the event. 

11:00 a.m. Following the briefing, Matthew Lorin escorts a 
small group of women human rights leaders into the 
Oval Office and makes introducdons. Everyone is 
seated. Meedng begins. (White House Photos), 

11:10 a.m, Meedng ends. The guests are escorted from the Oval 
Office into the Roosevelt Room, where they take their 
appointed positions behind the lectern. 

11:11 a.m. The President, accompanied by the First Lady, the 
Vice President and Ms. Soderberg enter the Roosevelt 
Room, All take their positions, 

11:12 a,m. The First Lady approaches the lectem, makes 
remarks, then introduces Ms, Julie Su. 

11:13 a.m. Ms. Su approaches the lectern, makes introductory 
remarks, introduces the President, then retums to her 
posidon behind the lectem, 

11:15 a,m. The President approaches the lectem, makes remarks, 
then walks over to the table to sign the Human Rights 
Day Proclamation, 

11:22 a m. The President signs the Human Rights Day 
Proclamation. 

11:23 a.m. After signing the Proclamation, The President steps 
forward and shakes hands with those seated in the 
front rows and, if time permits, mingles with other 
guests. 

11:30 a.m. The President and First Lady exit the Roosevelt 
Room. The President returns to the Oval Office. 



32AD8718.F1N Page 1 of 8 

M S M a i l 

DATE-TIME 10 December 96 10:47 

FROM Naplan, Steven J. 

CLASSIFICATION UNCLASSIFIED 

SUBJECT 

TO 

CARBON_COPY 

TEXT BODY 

FW: Revised Hum Rights Remarks [UNCLASSIFIED] 

Lee, Malcolm R, 

NO CCs on THIS MESSAGE 

From: Gibney, James S. 
To: ©DEMOCRACY - Dem/Human Affairs; ©PLANNING - Strat Plan & 
Comm; ©EXECSEC 
- Executive Secretary; ©NSA - Natl Security Advisor; Soderberg, Nancy E. 
CC: /R, Record at A1 
Subject: Revised Hum Rights Remarks [UNCLASSIFIED] 
Date: Tuesday, December 10, 1996 10:06 AM 

[[ HUMBIG.DOC : 2599 in HUMBIG.DOC ]][[ HUMRITE2.DOC : 2600 in 
HUMR1TE2.DOC 
]] 

are attached, small and big type. Reflect Vershbow comments, new NATO dates 
and deledon of Brussels as site, as well as new participant. Please 
disregard and chuck previous. I am walking hard copy to staff secretary. 

ATTACHMENT 
FILE DATE 

ATTACHMENT 
FILE NAME 

10 December 96 10:4 

HUMBIG.DOC 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 
REMARKS ON HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON, D C. 
DECEMBER 10, 1996 

Thank you, Julie, for your remarks. 1 am honored to join 
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such a distinguished group on Human Rights Day. I want 
to acknowledge Representadves Cynthia McKinney, 
Constance Morella, and John Porter, as well as Secretary 
Reich, USAID Administrator Atwood, Assistant Secretary 
John Shattuck, Assistant Secretary Phyllis Oakley and all 
the representatives of those organizadons that have done 
so much to advance the cause of freedom around the 
worid. 
Before 1 begin, let me first say that just a short while ago, I 
spoke with Secretary Christopher who is in Bmssels at the 
meedng of NATO Foreign Ministers... Together, they 
agreed to hold what I believe will be a historic NATO 
Summit next July 8th and 9th ~ a Summit that will carry 
forward our goal of building, for the first time in history, 
a Europe that is undivided, democradc and at peace. 
At the Summit, we will work to advance a strong 
NATO-Russia partnership... to adapt NATO to the 
demands of a new era,,, and to invite the first aspiring 
members from among Europe's new democracies to begin 
the process of joining NATO. My goal is to see them 
become full members of the Alliance for NATO's 50th 
birthday in 1999. 

It is fitting that this important step forward for NATO and 
Europe comes as we celebrate Intemadonal Human Rights 
Day, Bill of Rights Day, and Human Rights Week. The 
prospect of NATO membership and integradon with the 
West has served as a strong incentive for Europe's newest 
democracies to expand their political freedoms and 
promote universal human rights. Working together with 
our allies and partners, we are building a worid where, as 
Judge Leamed Hand once said, "right knows no 
boundaries, and justice no fronders." For the first dme 
in history, more than half the worid's people now live 
under governments of their own choosing. 
Today, we rededicate ourselves to the unfinished task of 
extending freedom's reach. Promoting democracy and 
human rights reflects our ideals and reinforces our 
interests. It is a fundamental pillar of our foreign 
policy. History shows that nations where rights are 
respected and govemments are freely chosen are more 
likely to be our partners in peace and prosperity. 
That is why we have worked hard over the last four years 
to help equality and freedom take root in South Africa,, to 
end killing and ethnic cleansing in Bosnia...to stop the 
reign of terror in Haiti...to promote reform in 
Russia...and to enable millions of suffering people 
around the worid to reclaim their dignity. That is why we 
must continue supporting the worid's newest democracies. 
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and keep the pressure on its remaining repressive regimes. 

The First Lady and I have just come from a remarkable 
meedng with several dedicated and courageous women 
who are promodng human rights and democracy by 
helping women to live up to their potendal. Julie Su, 
who just spoke, has played a cmcial role in stopping the 
exploitadon of Thai women immigrants in sweatshops. 
For the last 20 years. Dawn Calabia [KA-LAH-BIA] has 
fought to protect women refugees and children. Nahid 
Toubia [NA-HID TOO-BIA] is a doctor from Sudan 
whose organizadon has played a pioneering role in 
women's health issues.... 
Barbara Frey [FRY] has promoted corporate responsibility 
for human rights. Wanjim Muigai [WAN-GEE-ROO 
MOO-EE-GUY] from Kenya has helped women in her 
country to secure their legal rights. And since coming 
here from El Salvador, Lillian Perdomo 
[PEAR-DOE-MO] has worked to protect women from 
domestic violence. 

Each of these women tells a story for many others. 
Together, their experiences underscore a shared tmth: 
As the First Lady said last year at the United Nations 
Fourth Worid Conference on Women in Beijing, "human 
rights are women's rights ~ and women's rights are human 
rights." I want to tell you how proud I was ~ and am ~ of 
the role that Hillary, Ambassador Madeleine Albright, and 
all the members ofthe US, delegation played in issuing 
Beijing's call to action. 

Beijing's message was as clear as it was compelling: We 
cannot advance our ideals and interests unless we focus 
more attendon on the fundamental rights and basic human 
needs of women and giris. We must recognize that it is a 
violadon of human rights when girls and women are sold 
into prosdtudon,..when rape becomes a weapon of 
war., when women are denied the right to plan their 
own families, including through forced abortions...when 
young giris are bmtalized by genital mutilation...and when 
women around the worid are unsafe even in their own 
homes.... 
If women are free from violence, if they are healthy and 
educated, if they can live and work as full and equal 
partners in society...then families will flourish. When 
families flourish, the communides and nadons they live in 
will thrive. 
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We are putting our efforts to protect and advance women's 
rights where they belong: in the mainstream of American 
foreign policy. During the last four years, we have 
worked to steer more of our assistance to women and 
giris, to help protect their legal rights and to give them a 
greater voice in their political and economic future.,,. 
These programs are making a real difference, whether by 
raising female voter turnout in Bangladesh, promodng 
equality for women in Nepal, or enabling women in 
Bosnia to participate fully in the rebuilding of their 
country. 

But we must do more. Today, I call on the Senate to radfy 
the UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women ~ a long-standing goal of 
my Administradon. I am also pleased to announce several 
initiatives totalling 4 million dollars to protect and 
advance women's rights,,.. 
These include new efforts to help Rwandan women who 
have been tom from their homes, and to provide women 
refugees around the world with access to reproducdve 
health services. They build on the commitment 1 made at 
last year's G-7 summit to help women in Bosnia start new 
businesses, and will help women across Africa to do the 
same. They strengthen our commitment to stop the 
trafficking of women and children for prostitudon and 
child labor. And they will help women's groups in Asia 
fight violence and discrimination. 

In short, these efforts will reinforce America's global 
leadership on behalf of human rights and democracy. 
They reflect our nadon's enduring commitment to the 
freedoms in the Bill of Rights that safeguard our citizens. 
They support the values in the Universal Declaradon on 
Human Rights that promote freedom, jusdce and peace 
around the worid. 

We live at a time when America's most deeply held ideals 
are ascendant. But this hopeful trend towarti freedom and 
democracy is neither inevitable nor irreversible.... 
While we seek to engage all countries on terms of 
goodwill, we must condnue to stand up for the 
proposidon that all people, without regard to their 
gender, their nationality, their race, their ethnic group, or 
their religion, should have a chance to live up to their 
potential. As 1 sign this proclamation marking 
Internadonal Human Rights Day, I ask you all to 
remember not just that women's rights are human rights ~ 
but that the defense and promodon of human rights are the 
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responsibilides of us all. 
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Thank you, Julie, for your remarks. 1 am honored to join such a 
disdnguished group on Human 
Rights Day. 1 want to acknowledge Representatives Cynthia 
McKinney, Constance Morella, and 
John Porter, as well as Secretary Reich, USAID Administrator 
Atwood, Assistant Secretary John 
Shattuck, Assistant Secretary Phyllis Oakley and all the 
representatives of those organizations 
that have done so much to advance the cause of freedom around the 
worid. 

Before I begin, let me first say that just a short while ago, 1 
spoke with Secretary Christopher 
who is in Bmssels at the meedng of NATO Foreign Ministers. 
Together, they agreed to hold 
what I believe will be a historic NATO Summit next July 8th and 
9th ~ a Summit that will carry 
forward our goal of building, for the first dme in history, a 
Europe that is undivided, democradc 
and at peace. At the Summit, we will work to advance a strong 
NATO-Russia partnership... to 
adapt NATO to the demands of a new era... and to invite the first 
aspiring members from among 
Europe's new democracies to begin the process of joining NATO. 
My goal is to see them 
become full members of the Alliance for NATO's 50th birthday in 
1999. 

It is fitting that this important step forward for NATO and 
Europe comes as we celebrate 
Internadonal Human Rights Day, Bill of Rights Day, and Human 
Rights Week, The prospect of 
NATO membership and integration with the West has served as a 
strong incentive for Europe's 
newest democracies to expand their polidcal freedoms and promote 
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universal human rights. 
Working together with our allies and partners, we are building a 
worid where, as Judge Learned 
Hand once said, "right knows no boundaries, and jusdce no 
fronders." For the first dme in 
history, more than half the worid's people now live under 
govemments of their own choosing. 

Today, we rededicate ourselves to the unfinished task of 
extending freedom's reach. Promoting 
democracy and human rights reflects our ideals and reinforces our 
interests. It is a fundamental 
pillar of our foreign policy. History shows that nations where 
rights are respected and 
govemments are freely chosen are more likely to be our partners 
in peace and prosperity. That is 
why we have worked hard over the last four years to help equality 
and freedom take root in 
South Africa., to end killing and ethnic cleansing in Bosnia,,,to 
stop the reign of terror in Haid . to 
promote reform in Russia,.,and to enable millions of suffering 
people around the worid to reclaim 
their dignity. That is why we must continue supporting the 
worid's newest democracies, and 
keep the pressure on its remaining repressive regimes. 

The First Lady and 1 have just come from a remarkable meeting 
with several dedicated and 
courageous women who are promodng human rights and democracy by 
helping women to live 
up to their potential, Julie Su, who just spoke, has played a 
cmcial role in stopping the 
exploitation of Thai women immigrants in sweatshops. For the 
last 20 years. Dawn Calabia 
[KA-LAH-BIA] has fought to protect women refugees and children, 
Nahid Toubia [NA-HID 
TOO-BIA] is a doctor from Sudan whose organization has played a 
pioneering role in women's 
health issues. Barbara Frey [FRY] has promoted corporate 
responsibility for human rights. 
Wanjim Muigai [WAN-GEE-ROO MOO-EE-GUY] from Kenya has helped 
women in her 
country to secure their legal rights. And since coming here from 
El Salvador, Lillian Perdomo 
[PEAR-DOE-MO] has worked to protect women from domesdc violence. 

Each of these women tells a story for many others. Together, 
their experiences underscore a 
shared tmth: As the First Lady said last year at the United 
Nations Fourth Worid Conference on 
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Women in Beijing, "human rights are women's rights ~ and women's 
rights are human rights." I 
want to tell you how proud I was ~ and am ~ ofthe role that 
Hillary, Ambassador Madeleine 
Albright, and all the members of the U.S. delegadon played in 
issuing Beijing's call to acdon. 

Beijing's message was as clear as it was compelling: We cannot 
advance our ideals and interests 
unless we focus more attendon on the fundamental rights and 
basic human needs of women and 
giris. We must recognize that it is a violadon of human rights 
when giris and women are sold 
into prosdtution... when rape becomes a weapon of war...when 
women are denied the right to 
plan their own families, including through forced 
abortions.. when young giris are bmtalized by 
genital mutilation.. and when women around the worid are unsafe 
even in their own homes. If 
women are free from violence, if they are healthy and educated, 
if they can live and work as full 
and equal partners in society,,,then families will flourish. When 
families flourish, the communities 
and nations they live in will thrive. 

We are putting our efforts to protect and advance women's rights 
where they belong: in the 
mainstream of American foreign policy. During the last four 
years, we have worked to steer 
more of our assistance to women and giris, to help protect their 
legal rights and to give them a 
greater voice in their political and economic future. These 
programs are making a real 
difference, whether by raising female voter turnout in 
Bangladesh, promoting equality for 
women in Nepal, or enabling women in Bosnia to participate fully 
in the rebuilding of their country. 

But we must do more. Today, 1 call on the Senate to radfy the 
UN Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women ~ a 
long-standing goal of my 
Administradon, I am also pleased to announce several 
inidadves totalling 4 million dollars to 
protect and advance women's rights. These include new efforts to 
help Rwandan women who 
have been torn from their homes, and to provide women refugees 
around the worid with access 
to reproducdve health services. They build on the commitment 1 
made at last year's G-7 summit 
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to help women in Bosnia start new businesses, and will help women 
across Africa to do the 
same. They strengthen our commitment to stop the trafficking of 
women and children for 
prosdtudon and child labor. And they will help women's groups 
in Asia fight violence and 
discriminadon. 

In short, these efforts will reinforce America's global 
leadership on behalf of human rights and 
democracy. They reflect our nation's enduring commitment to the 
freedoms in the Bill of Rights 
that safeguard our cidzens. They support the values in the 
Universal Declaradon on Human 
Rights that promote freedom, jusdce and peace around the worid. 

We live at a dme when America's most deeply held ideals are 
ascendant. But this hopeful trend 
toward freedom and democracy is neither inevitable nor 
irreversible. While we seek to engage all 
countries on terms of goodwill, we must continue to stand up for 
the proposition that all people, 
without regard to their gender, their nationality, their race, 
their ethnic group, or their religion, 
should have a chance to live up to their potential. As I sign 
this proclamation marking 
International Human Rights Day, I ask you all to remember not 
just that women's rights are 
human rights ~ but that the defense and promodon of human 
rights are the responsibilides of us 
all. 
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For Immediate Release December 10, 1996 

HUMAN RIGHTS DAY, BILL OF RIGHTS DAY, 
AND HUMAN RIGHTS WEEK 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

When America's founders crafted the Constitudon and Bill of 
Rights more than two centuries ago, they not only created 
a blueprint for the conduct of American govemment, but they also 
gave expression to a vision of human dignity that inspires people 
to this day the worid over. Our Nation's commitment to the 
freedoms enumerated in the Bill of Rights ~ among them freedom of 
speech, religion, and assembly, and the right to due process and a 
fair trial ~ serves as a beacon of hope to oppressed peoples 
everywhere, 

Americans condnue to work to improve our application of 
equality under the law for all our own cidzens, as we believe 
that 
freedom and jusdce are the birthright of humankind. We are also 
working daily to foster and promote the growth of these rights in 
other countries. Indeed, the championing of democracy and human 
rights serves as a cornerstone of my Administradon's foreign 
policy. 

As we observe Human Rights Day, Bill of Rights Day, and Human 
Rights Week, we can take satisfaction in our progress in advancing 
human rights around the worid in the past decade. In fact, more 
than half the people in the worid now live under democradc 
polidcal systems. Even in countries sdll stmggling to 
establish 
basic human rights and freedoms, we are seeing some progress. And 
brave reformers such as Aung San Suu Kyi of Burma condnue to press 
their rightful demand for freedom. 

It is also encouraging that, with the growth and development 
of the human rights movement, there has been greater awareness 
and 
appreciadon that women's rights are human rights. 

Just over a year ago, representadves from 189 countries met 
in Beijing at the United Nations Fourth Worid Conference on Women, 
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That historic gathering focused the adention of the worid on 
women's rights and needs. Now, we are beginning to see some 
progress. In many countries, increasing numbers of women are 
contesting and attaining public office and playing a vital role 
in 
shaping the political agenda. In Romania, women gathered from 
around Central and Eastem Europe to promote the goals of the 
Beijing women's conference. Thailand has passed a new and-
prostitudon law. Women in Namibia are now afforded equal rights 
with men in marriage. Chile has made a serious commitment to 
expanding educational opportunides for giris. And in the 
United States, the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act, 
that I signed into law in September of 1994, reflects our 
profound 
national commitment to ending abuse against women. These are 
just 
a few hopeful signs of improvement in global respect for women's 
rights, and it is fitting that we celebrate them, 

NOW, THEREFORE, I , WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President ofthe 
United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me 
by 
the Constitudon and laws of the United States, do hereby 
proclaim 
December 10, 1996, as Human Rights Day; December 15, 1996, as Bill 
of Rights Day, and the week beginning December 10, 1996, as Human 
Rights Week. I call upon the people of the United States to 
celebrate these observances with appropriate programs, 
ceremonies, 
and activities that demonstrate our national commitment to the 
Constitution and the promodon of human rights for all people, 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 
tenth day of December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and 
ninety-six, and of the Independence of the United States of 
America 
the two hundred and twenty-first. 

WILLIAM J, CLINTON 

# # # 


