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MSMail 
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FROM Sestak, Joseph A. 

CLASSIFICATION UNCLASSIFIED 

SUBJECT FW: Legislative Update [UNCLASSIFIED] 

TO Bell, Robert G. 

CARBON COPY NO CC's on THIS MESSAGE 

TEXT BODY 

Bob, 
Spoke with Gordy about comment below that DoD auth bill will be signed 
Friday. He thought he had heard at the same meeting I was at that Patsy 
Flemming had said we would "be finished Friday". I told him that Todd Stern 
had said at that meeting that with the President going to N.Hamshire on the 
weekend he did not foresee the bill getting signed before early next week. 
vr, Joe 

From: Danvers, William C. 
To: @NSC - NSC Staff; @VP - VP Natl Security Affairs 
CC: /R, Record at A 1; @LEGISLAT-Legislative Affairs 
Subject: FW: Legislative Update [UNCLASSIFIED] 
Date: Wednesday, January 31, 1996 06:44 PM 

From: Danvers, William C. 
To: @up; @nsa 
CC: Record; @legislat; fuerth; wise 
Subject: Legislative Update [UNCLASSIFIED] 
Date: Wednesday, January 31, 1996 06:43 PM 

Note for Tony, Sandy and Nancy: 

BOSNIA: SASC members briefing today-- DoD only. Went well. 

-- Pardew briefing of Hamilton and HIRC Dems. today. 

-- Shattuck testimony before HIRC tomorrow. 

HAITI: Dobbins et al hearing today before House Judiciary. Hearing remained 
focussed on the FBI investigation and didn't spread to broad criticism of 
our Haiti policy - Rep. McColl um was skeptical of dragging FBI into 
investigation in the first place then questioned why we had FBI spend money 
(FBI cited $791,000) but not finish the investigation. Rep. Barr criticized 
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Admin. misuse of FBI as "world's policemen just as we have misused DOD". 
Kozak to brief HP SCI staffers on police issues on Fri. Dobbins to brief 
Sen. De Wine tomorrow before trip Senator will take. 

DOD AUTH and HIV: Meeting today. WH LA will work on a possible 
legislative 
alternative. Nunn willing to sponsor legislation. Looks like they will 
sign the bill on Fri. Another meeting tomorrow. 

UN REFORM: Meeting with House staff today. 

KOREAN FOOD: Briefing of House Ag Ct. staff tomorrow. 

IRAN: SSCI hearing on leaks on Iran program. Deutch will testify followed 
by Gorelick. 
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I tried to do revisions in blue ... hope they show up. I think it's good! 
vs. 

From: Blink.en, Antony J. 
To: Benjamin, Daniel; Showalter, Victoria A.; @AFRICA - African Affairs; 
@EUROPE - European Affairs; @RUSSIA - Russia/Ukraine 
CC: /R, Record at A I 
Subject: Chirac Press Statement 
Date: Tuesday, January 30, 1996 04:59 PM 

[[ CHIRACPR.DOC : 4400 in CHIRACPR.DOC ]] 

Attached, please find a draft of the post Chirac bi lat press statement for 
the President. Comments to me, please. 

30 January 96 17: 11 

CHIRACPR.DOC 

1130196 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 
PRESS ST A TEMENT FOLLOWING MEETING WITH 
PRESIDENT CHIRAC 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
FEBRUARY I, 1996 

President Chirac and I have just concluded a very productive discussion. It's 
alway 
s a pleasure to meet with the 
leader of America's first ally and enduring partner for peace and progress. 

Let me begin by saying how much the United States appreciates President 
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Chirac's str 
ong leadership and the vital 
role France is playing around the world. This is a time when the world's great 
demo 
cracies must reach out, not 
retreat. Many of the problems we face -- like terrorism, international organized er 
ime and drugs -- have no 
respect for borders. And the extraordinary opportunities we enjoy to shape a safer 
, more 
prosperous future for our people can only be realized if we stay engaged and 
work t 
ogether. France 
and the United States are doing just that, building on our historic alliance to meet 
the challenges of a new era. 

NATO is a cornerstone of that alliance. President Chirac and I spent a good deal 
of 
time 
discussing NATO's present... and its future. 

In Bosnia, NATO has played a critical role in ending a terrible war, helping peace 
take hold, and 
restoring stability to the heart of Europe. (kind of repetitive ... ) President Chi 
rac and I reviewed the impressive progress our troops are making. We 
agreed that the mission in Bosnia is moving forward steadily, surely and as safely 
a 
s possible. 

The Bosnia operation also demonstrates how effectively NA TO can work with 
Europe's n 
ew democracies. Countries that were our Warsaw Pact adversaries less than a 
decade ago are now working side-by-side with our troops for peace. This is a 
tribut 
e to the decision we made to 
reach out to them through the Partnership for Peace and by opening NATO's 
doors ton 
ew members. President 
Chirac and I agreed that NA TO must continue its steady progress toward 
enlargement, 
while strengthening its 
special relationship with Russia. 

I also told President Chirac how pleased the United States is with France's recent 
d 
ecision to move closer to the 
military side of NA TO -- a move that will strengthen our alliance. And I 
welcomed F 
rench efforts to build a 
stronger European defense identity within NATO. This will allow our European 
allies 
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to deal more effectively 
with future security problems ... and spread the cost and the risk of our leadership 
for peace. I expect that, by the 
time the NA TO foreign ministers meet in Berlin this summer, we will have 
worked out 
the details of this initiative. 

The Franco-American partnership extends well beyond NA TO ... and beyond 
Europe. Both 
our countries have a 
special concern for Africa. From X to Y [TK TK], we are working to help its 
people 
realize their tremendous 
economic and political potential. Today, President Chirac and I agreed to better 
co 
ordinate our efforts to combat 
a worldwide problem that has been especially devastating to African men and 
women --
the AIDS virus. By 
working more closely together, we can help check the spread of this disease -­
and 
hasten the day when 
a cure is found. 

Finally, President Chirac and I focused on another plague from which none of our 
Cl 

tizens is immune: the 
growing threat of terrorism, international organized crime and drug trafficking. 
Th 
is past year, terrorists have 
taken the lives of people in the very heart of Paris ... and in the very heart of Ame 
rica. President Chirac and I 
agreed that our law enforcement officials can and must work even more closely 
toge th 
er -- sharing their 
experience and expertise -- to defeat terrorists. And we will look at new ways to 
stop the flow 
of drugs to our streets and the spread of organized crime by cracking down harder 
on 
money laundering and 
making it easier to extradite criminals. 

Mr. President, I want to thank you again for being here -- and for being such a 
fore 
eful and energetic partner. 
Let me invite you now to make your statement, and then to join me in taking a 
few 
questions. 
President Chirac ... 
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FROM Fried, Daniel 

CLASSIFICATION UNCLASSIFIED 

SUBJECT RE: Chirac Press Statement [UNCLASSIFIED] 

TO Blinken, Antony J. 
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TEXT BODY 

ATTACHMENT 
FILE DATE 

ATTACHMENT 
FILE NAME 

Some changes in blue. 

[[ CHIRACPR.DOC: 4370 in CHIRACPR.DOC]] 

From: Blinken, Antony J. 
To: Fried, Daniel 
CC: IN, NonRecord at Al 
Subject: Chirac Press Statement 
Date: Tuesday, January 30, 1996 05:06 PM 

<<Attached File: CHIRACPR.DOC>> 

Dan -- FYI. There's a line or two about NA TO expansion ... 

30 January 96 17: 17 

CHIRACPR.DOC 

1 /30/96 

PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 
PRESS STATEMENT FOLLOWING MEETING WITH 
PRESIDENT CHIRAC 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
FEBRUARY 1, 1996 

Page 1 of 4 

President Chirac and I have just concluded a very productive discussion. It's 
alway 
s a pleasure to meet with the 
leader of America's oldest ally and enduring partner for peace and progress. 

Let me begin by saying how much the United States appreciates President 
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Chirac's str 
ong leadership and the vital 
role France is playing around the world. This is a time when the world's great 
demo 
cracies must reach out, not 
retreat. Many of the problems we face -- like terrorism, international organized er 
ime and drugs -- have no 
respect for borders. We also enjoy extraordinary opportunities to shape a safer, 
mo 
re prosperous future for our 
people -- but only if we stay engaged and work together. France and the United 
Stat 
es are doing just that, building 
on our historic alliance to meet the challenges of a new era. 

NATO is a cornerstone of that alliance, and the President and I spent a good deal 
of 
time discussing its present... 
and its future. 

In Bosnia, all of us can see NATO's critical role in ending a terrible war and resto 
ring stability to the heart of 
Europe. The peace that is taking hold in Bosnia would not be possible without 
NATO. 
President Chirac and I 
reviewed the impressive progress our troops are making. We agreed that the 
m1ss1on 
in Bosnia is moving 
forward steadily, surely and as safely as possible. 

The Bosnia operation also demonstrates how effectively NA TO can work with 
Europe's n 
ew democracies in 
Central Europe and the former Soviet Union. Countries in the Warsaw Pact less 
than 
a 
decade ago are now working side-by-side with our troops for peace. This is a 
tribut 
e to the decision we made to 
reach out to them through the Partnership for Peace and by opening NATO's 
doors ton 
ew members. President 
Chirac and I agreed that NA TO must and will continue its steady progress toward 
enla 
rgement, while 
strengthening its special relationship with Russia. 

I also told President Chirac how pleased the United States is with France's recent 
d 
ecision to move closer to the 
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military side of NATO -- a move that will strengthen our alliance. And I 
welcomed F 
rench efforts to build a 
stronger European defense identity within NA TO. This will allow our European 
allies 
to deal more effectively 
with future security problems ... and spread the cost and the risk of our leadership 
for peace. I expect that, by the 
time the NATO foreign ministers meet in Berlin this summer, we will have 
worked out 
the details of this initiative. 

The Franco-American partnership extends well beyond NATO ... and beyond 
Europe. Both 
our countries have a 
special concern for Africa. From X to Y [TK TK], we are working to help its 
people 
realize their tremendous 
economic and political potential. Today, President Chirac and I agreed to better 
co 
ordinate our efforts to combat 
a worldwide problem that has been especially devastating to African men and 
women --
the AIDS virus. By 
working more closely together, we can help staunch the spread of this disease -­
and 
hasten the day when a cure 
is found. 

Finally, President Chirac and I focused on another plague to which none of our 
citiz 
ens is immune: the growing 
threat of terrorism, international organized crime and drug trafficking. This past 
year, terrorists have taken the 
lives of people in the very heart of Paris ... and in the very heart of America. Pre 
sident Chirac and I agreed that 
our law enforcement officials can and must work even more closely together -­
sharin 
g their experience and 
expertise -- to take the fight to terrorists. And we will look at new ways to stop 
the flow of drugs to our streets 
and the spread of organized crime by cracking down harder on money laundering 
andma 
king it easier to extradite 
criminals. 

Mr. President, I want to thank you again for being here -- and for being such a 
fore 
eful and energetic partner. 
And I want to invite you now to make your statement, and then to join me in 
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taking a 
few questions. President 
Chirac ... 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 
PRESS ST A TEMENT FOLLOWING MEETING WITH 
PRESIDENT CHIRAC 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
FEBRUARY 1, 1996 

President Chirac and I have just concluded a very productive discussion. It's 
alway 
s a pleasure to meet with the 
leader of America's oldest ally and enduring partner for peace and progress. 
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Let me begin by saying how much the United States appreciates President 
Chirac's str 
ong leadership and the vital 
role France is playing around the world. This is a time when the world's great 
demo 
cracies must reach out, not 
retreat. Many of the problems we face -- like terrorism, international organized er 
ime and drugs -- have no 
respect for borders. We also enjoy extraordinary opportunities to shape a safer, 
mo 
re prosperous future for our 
people -- but only if we stay engaged and work together. France and the United 
Stat 
es are doing just that, building 
on our historic alliance to meet the challenges of a new era. 

NATO is a cornerstone of that alliance, and the President and I spent a good deal 
of 
time discussing its present... 
and its future. 

In Bosnia, all of us can see NATO's critical role in ending a terrible war and resto 
ring stability to the heart of 
Europe. The peace that is taking hold in Bosnia would not be possible without 
NATO. 
President Chirac and I 
reviewed the impressive progress our troops are making. We agreed that the 
m1ss10n 
in Bosnia is moving 
forward steadily, surely and as safely as possible. 

The Bosnia operation also demonstrates how effectively NA TO can work with 
Europe's n 
ew democracies in 
Central Europe and the former Soviet Union. Countries that were our Warsaw 
Pact adv 
ersaries less than a 
decade ago are now working side-by-side with our troops for peace. This is a 
tribut 
e to the decision we made to 
reach out to them through the Partnership for Peace and by opening NATO's 
doors ton 
ew members. President 
Chirac and I agreed that NA TO must continue its steady progress toward 
enlargement, 
while strengthening its 
special relationship with Russia. 

I also told President Chirac how pleased the United States is with France's recent 
d 
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ecision to move closer to the 
military side of NATO -- a move that will strengthen our alliance. And I 
welcomed F 
rench efforts to build a 
stronger European defense identity within NA TO. This will allow our European 
allies 
to deal more effectively 
with future security problems ... and spread the cost and the risk of our leadership 
for peace. I expect that, by the 
time the NATO foreign ministers meet in Berlin this summer, we will have 
worked out 
the details of this initiative. 

The Franco-American partnership extends well beyond NATO ... and beyond 
Europe. Both 
our countries have a 
special concern for Africa. From X to Y [TK TK], we are working to help its 
people 
realize their tremendous 
economic and political potential. Today, President Chirac and I agreed to better 
co 
ordinate our efforts to combat 
a worldwide problem that has been especially devastating to African men and 
women --
the AIDS virus. By 
working more closely together, we can help staunch the spread of this disease -­
and 
hasten the day when a cure 
is found. 

Finally, President Chirac and I focused on another plague to which none of our 
citiz 
ens is immune: the growing 
threat of terrorism, international organized crime and drug trafficking. This past 
year, terrorists have taken the 
lives of people in the very heart of Paris ... and in the very heart of America. Pre 
sident Chirac and I agreed that 
our law enforcement officials can and must work even more closely together -­
sharin 
g their experience and 
expertise -- to take the fight to terrorists. And we will look at new ways to stop 
the flow of drugs to our streets 
and the spread of organized crime by cracking down harder on money laundering 
and ma 
king it easier to extradite 
criminals. 

Mr. President, I want to thank you again for being here -- and for being such a 
fore 
eful and energetic partner. 
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And I want to invite you now to make your statement, and then to join me in 
taking a 
few questions. President 
Chirac ... 

30 January 96 18:2 
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PRESIDENT WILLIAM JEFFERSON CLINTON 
PRESS STATEMENT FOLLOWING MEETING WITH 
PRESIDENT CHIRAC 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
FEBRUARY 1, 1996 

President Chirac and I have just concluded a very productive discussion. It's 
alway 
s a pleasure to meet with the 
leader of America's oldest ally and enduring partner for peace and progress. 

Let me begin by saying how much the United States appreciates President 
Chirac's str 
ong leadership and the vital 
role France is playing around the world. This is a time when the world's great 
demo 
cracies must reach out, not 
retreat. Many of the problems we face -- like terrorism, international organized er 
ime and drugs -- have no 
respect for borders. We also enjoy extraordinary opportunities to shape a safer, 
mo 
re prosperous future for our 
people -- but only if we stay engaged and work together. France and the United 
Stat 
es are doing just that, building 
on our historic alliance to meet the challenges of a new era. 

NA TO is a cornerstone of that alliance, and the President and I spent a good deal 
of 
time discussing its present... 
and its future. 

In Bosnia, all of us can see NATO's critical role in ending a terrible war and resto 
ring stability to the heart of 
Europe. The peace that is taking hold in Bosnia would not be possible without 
NATO. 



31 OECE2A.FIN Page 5of6 

President Chirac and I 
reviewed the impressive progress our troops are making. We agreed that the 
m1ss1on 
in Bosnia is moving 
forward steadily, surely and as safely as possible. 

The Bosnia operation also demonstrates how effectively NA TO can work with 
Europe's n 
ew democracies in 
Central Europe and the former Soviet Union. Countries that were our Warsaw 
Pact adv 
ersaries less than a 
decade ago are now working side-by-side with our troops for peace. This is a 
tribut 
e to the decision we made to 
reach out to them through the Partnership for Peace and by opening NATO's 
doors ton 
ew members. President 
Chirac and I agreed that NATO must continue its steady progress toward 
enlargement, 
while strengthening its 
special relationship with Russia. 

I also told President Chirac how pleased the United States is with France's recent 
d 
ecision to move closer to the 
military side of NATO -- a move that will strengthen our alliance. And I 
welcomed F 
rench proposalss to 
build a stronger European defense identity within NA TO. This should give our 
Europe 
an allies the 
ability to deal more effectively with future security problems in situations where 
NA TO as a whole does not 
need to get involved, while promoting greater sharing of the costs and risks of 
keep 
ing the peace. Ihope and expect that, by the time the NA TO foreign ministers 
meet in Berlin this summer, we will have reached agreement on the basic 
principles 
of this process. 

The Franco-American partnership extends well beyond NA TO ... and beyond 
Europe. Both 
our countries have a 
special concern for Africa. From X to Y [TK TK], we are working to help its 
people 
realize their tremendous 
economic and political potential. Today, President Chirac and I agreed to better 
co 
ordinate our efforts to combat 
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a worldwide problem that has been especially devastating to African men and 
women --
the AIDS virus. By 
working more closely together, we can help staunch the spread of this disease -­
and 
hasten the day when a cure 
is found. 

Finally, President Chirac and I focused on another plague to which none of our 
citiz 
ens is immune: the growing 
threat of terrorism, international organized crime and drug trafficking. This past 
year, terrorists have taken the 
lives of people in the very heart of Paris ... and in the very heart of America. Pre 
sident Chirac and I agreed that 
our law enforcement officials can and must work even more closely together -­
sharin 
g their experience and 
expertise -- to take the fight to terrorists. And we will look at new ways to stop 
the flow of drugs to our streets 
and the spread of organized crime by cracking down harder on money laundering 
and ma 
king it easier to extradite 
criminals. 

Mr. President, I want to thank you again for being here -- and for being such a 
fore 
eful and energetic partner. 
And I want to invite you now to make your statement, and then to join me in 
taking a 
few questions. President 
Chirac ... 
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President Chirac and I have just concluded a very productive discussion. It's 
alway 
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s a pleasure to meet with the 
leader of America's oldest ally and enduring partner for peace and progress. 

Let me begin by saying how much the United States appreciates President 
Chirac's str 
ong leadership and the vital 
role France is playing around the world. This is a time when the world's great 
demo 
cracies must reach out, not 
retreat. Many of the problems we face -- like terrorism, international organized er 
ime and drugs -- have no 
respect for borders. We also enjoy extraordinary opportunities to shape a safer, 
mo 
re prosperous future for our 
people -- but only if we stay engaged and work together. France and the United 
Stat 
es are doing just that, building 
on our historic alliance to meet the challenges of a new era. 

NATO is a cornerstone of that alliance, and the President and I spent a good deal 
of 
time discussing its present... 
and its future. 

In Bosnia, all of us can see NATO's critical role in ending a terrible war and resto 
ring stability to the heart of 
Europe. The peace that is taking hold in Bosnia would not be possible without 
NATO. 
President Chirac and I 
reviewed the impressive progress our troops are making. We agreed that the 
m1ss1on 
in Bosnia is moving 
forward steadily, surely and as safely as possible. 

The Bosnia operation also demonstrates how effectively NA TO can work with 
Europe's n 
ew democracies in 
Central Europe and the former Soviet Union. Countries that were our Warsaw 
Pact adv 
ersaries Jess than a 
decade ago are now working side-by-side with our troops for peace. This is a 
tribut 
e to the decision we made to 
reach out to them through the Partnership for Peace and by opening NATO's 
doors ton 
ew members. President 
Chirac and I agreed that NA TO must continue its steady progress toward 
enlargement, 
while building a broad and robust relationship with Russia. ((Please don't say 
"spe 
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cial" lest the Ukrainians come 
at us)) 
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I also told President Chirac how pleased the United States is with France's recent 
d 
ecision to move closer to the 
military side of NATO -- a move that will strengthen our alliance. And I 
welcomed F 
rench efforts to build a 
stronger European defense identity within NA TO. This will allow our European 
allies 
to deal more effectively 
with future security problems ... and spread the cost and the risk of our leadership 
for peace. I expect that, by the 
time the NATO foreign ministers meet in Berlin this summer, we will have 
worked out 
the details of this initiative. 

The Franco-American partnership extends well beyond NATO ... and beyond 
Europe. Both 
our countries have a 
special concern for Africa. From X to Y [TK TK], we are working to help its 
people 
realize their tremendous 
economic and political potential. Today, President Chirac and I agreed to better 
co 
ordinate our efforts to combat 
a worldwide problem that has been especially devastating to African men and 
women --
the AIDS virus. By 
working more closely together, we can help staunch the spread of this disease -­
and 
hasten the day when a cure 
is found. 

Finally, President Chirac and I focused on another plague to which none of our 
citiz 
ens is immune: the growing 
threat of terrorism, international organized crime and drug trafficking. This past 
year, terrorists have taken the 
lives of people in the very heart of Paris ... and in the very heart of America. Pre 
sident Chirac and I agreed that 
our law enforcement officials can and must work even more closely together -­
sharin 
g their experience and 
expertise -- to take the fight to terrorists. And we will look at new ways to stop 
the flow of drugs to our streets 
and the spread of organized crime by cracking down harder on money laundering 
andma 
king it easier to extradite 
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criminals. 

Mr. President, I want to thank you again for being here -- and for being such a 
fore 
eful and energetic partner. 
And I want to invite you now to make your statement, and then to join me in 
taking a 
few questions. President 
Chirac ... 
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BY MIKE MCCURRY 

The Briefing Room 

I :36 P.M. EST 

MR. MCCURRY: Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. I 
expect a guest visitor momentarily who will tell you more about the 
state visit of French President Jacques Chirac. 

Q The President? Is the President going to be here? 

MR. MCCURRY: Will President Clinton be here for that? 
Yes, he will be. He's looking forward to it. 

Q Well, we're going to get the same briefing he's going 
to get, right? 

MR. MCCURRY: He's actually well into that subject already. 
Mr. Panetta reports that he's having a good time puttering around 
today, catching up on reading. And, no, I don't know whether 
Primary Colors is on his list -- did I anticipate that question? 
And just doing some other work. Leon had a brief conversation with 
him a short while ago. 

Q Would you share Haley Barbour's assessment that Ron 
Wyden's win in Oregon is a wake-up call for President Clinton? 

MR. MCCURRY: I think that's another indication Mr. 
Barbour's been asleep himself for far too long. Senator-elect 
Wyden very forcefully and articulately advanced a common theme that 
Democrats have been using all around this country, to make the case 
for a very positive vision for this country. 

He talked about Medicare and Medicaid solvency, he talked 
especially about protecting the environment, he talked about the 
needs to make sure we have adequate investments in education and 
technology so we can have strong economic performance in the 
future, he talked about helping working people in this country get 
a better shake, he talked about keeping the level of our political 
discourse civil. 

And in all of those things there should be echoes of 

someone you are all familiar with here, and that's the President of 
the United States. And I think the arguments that the President, 
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that others are advancing now are painting a very positive portrait 
of what this country can be in the 21st century and that's what 
wins elections. And the President, obviously having helped in his 
own way, and having seen other members of the administration 
campaign vigorously for Senator-elect Wyden is very deliciously 
gratified at the victory. 

Q Why is the President going to shy away from asking 
Americans to elect a Democratic Congress? 

MR. MCCURRY: Well, that's not at all what he had 
intended -- he intended to convey. What he conveyed, I think, if 
you look at the substance of what he said, is that you can elect 
candidates in this country when you put forth positive ideas about 
what they will do when they get to office. The best way to elect 
people is not to go slap a party label on them and say that's the 
reason you should vote. 

The best thing is for candidates to get out there and 
actively make their case for office, as Ron Wyden did, and the 
President believes that's what he will do. And as he does that he 
will elect a whole bunch of Democrats along with him, because 
there's an excitement within the Democratic party about the ideas 
the President has been conveying. 

That was very clear after the State of the Union address 
the other night. And the President believes that by putting forth 
that kind of positive vision of where this country can go and not 
basing everything on partisan politics, but basing it on where 
we're going to go in this country and how candidates for office 
would propose to lead to that future, they will be successful and 
they will win. And we believe that will go hand in hand with all 
of the work the President will do with the Democratic Senate 
Campaign Committee, the Democratic Congressional Campaign 
Committee. We've already heard from the DSCC today, thanking the 
White House for the work that they did in the Oregon race; we'll do 
a lot more of that. The President will be vigorously, aggressively 
campaigning with Democratic candidates all around the country. 

But the point is, the point the President made is it's 
not enough just to say, "We're Democrats, vote for us." What's 
important is to say, "Here's what we will do, here is why our 
vision counts and here's where we would propose to lead," because 
that's what will win elections for the Democratic Party. 

Q But that interview clearly leaves the impression 
that he does not care whether he wins back the House or the Senate. 

MR. MCCURRY: Then you need to read it more carefully. 

Page 7 of24 



311Ol2A6.FIN 

Q That his party does not. 

MR. MCCURRY: Have we put out the whole transcript? 

Have we put out the entire transcript of the interview? We will 
contact The Washington Post and ask them whether --

Q Aren't there a lot of Democrats --

MR. MCCURRY: We may not be able to do that, because The 
Washington Post is going to use additional parts of this interview 
for future reporting. But I would suggest to you in the whole 
length of what he said, maybe we can work to address that. 

Q Well, how many Democrats have been calling --

MR. MCCURRY: On this point the President was very 
clear. He said, you simply using party levels is self-defeating. 
What counts is to put forward a vision that can elect everybody 
together. 

Q The whole answer on this question is in The 
Washington Post. I think so. 

MR. MCCURRY: I think it is. Did you guys run any -- I 
can't remember if you wrote transcripts. 

Q Not having any negative feedback on that? 

Q Mike, what about the quote, the specific quote, 
"The American people don't think it's the President's business to 
tell them what ought to happen in congressional elections"? That 
makes no mention of party politics. He just says it. 

MR. MCCURRY: The President is saying, and the point he 
is making in the interview is, historically, there is not much 
evidence that presidential presidents have coattails; that's been 
true of some of our recent presidents, in fact, it's been more true 
of our most recent presidents, that their coattails don't extend 
very far. 

The President -- what he wants to do when he makes his 
appearances on behalf of Democratic candidates is point to what, 
together, he would do with these candidates to change this country. 
That's the way to persuade people. He's not going to go out and 
say, "Vote for Clinton and, by the way, give me a Democratic 
Congress because that's going to make life easier for me." He's 
going to -- "Look what we can do together if you elect these 
candidates who share this vision, who can move this country 
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forward." That's the nature of the appeal he will make. 

Q But did the President say that Democratic 
candidates elected is not going to be one of his priorities in the 
campaign? 

MR. MCCURRY: I don't believe he said that, and another 
person who shared the opportunity with me doesn't recall him saying 
that. What we'd like to do is, we will contact The Washington Post 
and see if we can't put out that portion of the transcript so I 
don't have to reconstruct what the President said, because he was 
very, very clear, and I think there is no way you could interpret 
that saying he doesn't care about having a Democratic Congress; of 
course he does, he'd love to have more Democrats elected, he wants 
to have a Democratic Congress to work with. But the point is, why? 
What are we going to do with that Democratic Congress? What will 
a Democratic Congress and a president do together to change the 
country? 

Q Well, what's he been able to do with a Republican 

Congress? 

MR. MCCURRY: Well, not much. 

Q What's he going to do with a Democratic Congress? 

MR. MCCURRY: We prevented them from doing bad things. 
Now we need to move forward and do good things for this country. 

Q Why didn't the President make an appearance in 
Oregon to campaign for Wyden? 

MR. MCCURRY: He worked a lot back here on his behalf. 
He helped get Cabinet members out there. The Wyden campaign 
contacted us about a possible trip, but it couldn't fit with the 
President's calendar, so the President did ask the Vice President 
to represent him and the Wyden campaign was very gratified that the 
Vice President could appear. 

Q Did the President call Wyden after he got back from 
Bosina to tell him where it is? 

MR. MCCURRY: He called him at 1 : 15 this morning to wish 
him congratulations. 

Q Not very many of the voters in an exit poll said 
they were basing their vote on either the Republican Congress or 
the President? But a majority of the voters who said they were 
basing it on the President, 60 percent of them voted for a 
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Republican candidate. Isn't that bad news for Clinton? 

MR. MCCURRY: No. I believe this is a reflection of 
exactly what the President was saying yesterday. It's not partisan 
label, it's not a president saying, "Vote for me because I stand 
with Clinton, or this guy stands with me." They want -- the voters 
want to know what these people will do when they get elected; they 
want to know where they're going to lead the country. And you've 
got to go out and make the case on those grounds, and that's what 
Ron Wyden did, and that's why he's the Senator-elect. 

Q Mike, will the President be campaigning for or with 
any Democrats in either New Hampshire or Iowa? 

MR. MCCURRY: He'll see a broad cross-section of 
Democrats in both places, and I assume some of them are going to be 
candidates for office, but we'll work that up as we get more 
details. 

Q You don't know that if he's going to be campaigning 
directly for a --

MR. MCCURRY: Well, I don't -- if I'm not mistaken, in 
New Hampshire, we've got a situation where there is a primary 
going, a Democratic primary going on. We, by tradition, try not to 
inject ourselves in contests within the party. But certainly in 
the future and future trips he'll be meeting with Democratic 
candidates. 

Q Is the suggestion, though, that the President's 
going to be playing down the party label? 

MR. MCCURRY: No, the suggestion is -- look, it's real 
simple. He said appeals based simply on the party label are self­
defeating -- I'm paraphrasing here, but this was his point -­
because people, you know, if you scrape away what voters -- most 
voters in this country they, you know, say -- there are a lot more 

independents, first of all; and a lot of voters, Democrats or 
Republicans say, look, I vote the person. I want to know what 
these people are going to do. 

So, in other words, you've got to go to them and you've 
got to say this is what I would propose to do if elected, this is 
what our country is about, this is what I think our future is about 
as a nation and as a people. And that's the most powerful argument 
that you can make, and it's the one that people want to hear. 

You know, it's not sufficient to go to people and say 
just vote Democratic. 
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Q Yeah, but who ever says that and who ever suggested 
that the President would ever run around the country trying to 
elect a Democratic Congress by saying vote Democratic? Nobody's 
done that for decades. Isn't that -- that's not a false 
alternative, is it, Mike? 

MR. MCCURRY: I guess you're saying what the President 
said was maybe self-evident, but I think it is rather self-evident. 
You've got to go out and talk to the issues that people care about 
if you expect to get elected. And, indeed, that's the most 
important thing to do in order to get a --

Q But they did vote for a Democratic party and so 
forth. I thought you did stand with your party. 

MR. MCCURRY: Well, you can ask political scientists 
this question and get better answers. But the precise way in which 
people make judgments on candidates is more likely to be based on 
what they believe is going to be best for them, best for the 
country, best for their community and how they address issues that 
they care about. 

Q Mike, doesn't the President, though, believe that 
it makes tremendous difference to his own agenda in a second term, 
as to whether Congress is controlled by Democrats or by 
Republicans? 

MR. MCCURRY: The President, as he knows from his own 
experience, especially in 1993 when we couldn't get any Republican 
to support his economic program, that you sometimes have to work 
only with the members of your own party. But what has this 
President been suggesting in the wake of an election of a 
Republican Congress? That we've got to pull together, work 
together, work across the aisle, find common ground that can unite 
common sense people from both parties and move forward on the 
nation's agenda. I don't think you can rely -- any president, 
particularly when our politics are very evenly divided and evenly 
split, it would not make sense to rely solely on one party. 

Now, he wants to elect a Democratic Congress and he 
wants to elect Democrats to Congress. By and large across this 
land, those are the people who are going to share his agenda, share 

his objective. The President's program is better off with more of 
them in Congress. 

Q Let me just follow-up on that. In the not-too-
distant past, both Democratic and Republican presidents had 
absolutely no qualms about going out to the country and saying, I 
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want, I hope you voters will give me a Congress of my own party, 
regardless of whether there might be a few crumb bums in there 
because it is important as to who is going to be Chairman of Ways 
and Means, who is going to be Chairman of Appropriations and so on. 

What Clinton seems to be saying in the interview with 
The Post is that that doesn't matter --

MR. MCCURRY: Look, that's not a fair reading of what he 
is saying. What he's suggesting is, you know, you can't go to 
people in this country and say, give me a Democratic Congress, 
because the first question they're going to ask -- which is a 
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legitimate question -- is, why? What are you going to do with a 
Democratic Congress? What do you propose to do? How are you going 
to lead this country? And what the President is saying is, for his 
-- from his view, it is self-defeating to make an argument solely 
based on the partisan label, much more important to make an 
argument based on the broad vision. 

Q Related to the designation of February as African 
American History Month, what is the latest on the President's 
efforts to bridge the nation's racial division? 

MR. MCCURRY: He has, of course, been using his 
opportunities to speak to the nation on this subject because that's 
a very important part of the role he plays as President. He 
identified this for himself as a task of leadership that he wanted 
to meet, because the President can address those divisions in our 
society that keep people apart. So he has talked often about that, 
most recently, I believe, say, at the memorial service for the late 
Barbara Jordan. 

But he will continue to do that. We are continuing our 
work here on ways in which we can structure a more formal effort to 
address the question of racial divisions in our society and, most 
importantly, we continue to work on those policies that the 
government pursues that provide opportunity for people of color in 
minority communities and that reward those efforts to bring people 
together to find common ground that bridges some of the gaps that 
do exist. 

Q Mike, the President is quoted in this interview as 
saying, "The American people don't think it's the President's 
business to tell them what ought to happen in the congressional 
elections." A year ago last fall, the President was out 
campaigning extensively in state after state, for candidate after 
candidate, telling them exactly that. Has he changed his mind 

about that? 
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MR. MCCURRY: No. 

Q Does he believe that this coattail thing doesn't 
work? What does he mean by this statement? 

MR. MCCURRY: I will ask him and follow-up with him. 
What he clearly will do, what he has done and what he plans now is 
to campaign on behalf of candidates who are Democrats for Congress. 
But I would suggest to you that the argument he's making is, you 
can't make that argument. You can't make that campaign appeal 
simply and only on the basis of party affiliation. You've got to 
have a broader agenda, you have to have a broader set of ideas you 
bring before voters if you expect those ideas to resonate and to 
make any headway. 

Q New subject? Yesterday, the U.S. signed with 
Russia an agreement that would roll back tariffs on U.S. airplanes 
being imported into Russia. Can you give us some details on that 
agreement? 

MR. MCCURRY: Is that the Aleutian aspect? Yes. This 
is -- basically, some discussions that went around the Ex-Im Bank's 
agreement to finance export of Pratt and Whitney engines and 
avionics. That'll be worth about $1 billion worth of contract 
activity for, I think it's 20 aircraft. Is that right? The 
Russians agreed to increase market access for Western planes, they 
also agreed that they would move toward the international 
conventions that govern commercial aircraft manufacture, I believe. 
I think that's one of the aspects of the international conventions 
that had been a subject of bilateral discussion between the two 
countries. 

This obviously is a deal that is good for the Russian 
aircraft industry, for the Russian airlines that need American 
planes, but it's also good for U.S. manufacturers who are going to 
make the component parts and also are going to get now a much 
better chance at selling their own products as the Russian market 
opens. 

Q Can I follow-up and just ask you, are they actually 
rolling back the 30 percent tariffs? 

MR. MCCURRY: I have to defer --

MR. JOHNSON: I think some of the details are being 
worked out, but we expect a rollback. 

MR. MCCURRY: We'll check. We can check and get some 
more from either USTR or the other people who worked on it. 
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Q On the economy, the wholesale prices went up a 
second straight month. Is this signs of perhaps inflation? 

MR. MCCURRY: No. In fact, almost directly to the 

contrary. I believe some of our administration economists have now 
been out and reacted to this news, but there were seasonal 
variances and weather variances in this, and by and large, the data 
reflect low rates of inflation with continued, steady growth, which 
is encouraging news for the economy. 

Q And what about the Fed? Greenspan's term ends 
March 2nd. Is Clinton going to reappoint him, or are you going to 
wait until after this afternoon? 

MR. MCCURRY: I don't have anything new on those 
subjects. 

Q Mike, are you satisfied now that the dispute 
between Greece and Turkey is over? What does the administration 
intend to do in the weeks ahead to make sure there's no other --

MR. MCCURRY: Well, the immediate cause of the 
escalation of tension between the two countries has been 
successfully resolved, in our view, and that's been confirmed by 
both the government of Turkey and the government of Greece. There 
will be continue to be tensions within the Aegean and between the 
two governments that need to be addressed, and a large part of our 
diplomacy is aimed at that. 

I expect that the State Department by now has already 
announced that Assistant Secretary Holbrooke will be going to 
Athens and Ankara for follow-up conversations with both 
governments, and we will continue our separate efforts through our 
diplomacy to address issues of conflict between the two countries, 
particularly the issue of Cyprus. 

Q Do you know when the President will sign the 
defense authorization bill? 

MR. MCCURRY: I don't. We have it, no action expected 
today, and we've got some deliberations within the administration 
related to the HIV issue which are very important to us, and those 
will proceed simultaneously. But we'll keep you apprised of any 
plans to sign it. 

Q Has the bill arrived already? 

MR. MCCURRY: It arrived here today and there's -- we've 
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already indicated to you what the disposition of the bill will be. 
He will sign it --

Q And there's no change in that? The decision has 
been made that he will sign it? 

MR. MCCURRY: That's correct. But we continue to be 
concerned about, particularly about the discharge provision for HIV 
positive individuals, and we are working simultaneously to address 
that issue. 

Q What options are available? 

MR. MCCURRY: Well, that's what we're trying to work 

through right now. 

Q What can you tell us about President Chirac's visit 
tomorrow and --

MR. MCCURRY: I've got -- a guest visitor will be here 
momentarily. 

Q -- and do you have a view on the call from a group 
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of House Democrats asking the Republican leadership to withdraw the 
invitation to address the joint session? 

MR. MCCURRY: I don't even know anything about that. 
The first I've heard of that. But we've got -- and I've got 
someone will be here shortly to do a little presentation on the 
state visit. 

Q Two more on bills -- a follow-up, on your long 
answer yesterday on the farm bill. But does the administration -­
is the administration committed to easing out farm subsidies at 
some point, and if so, how are you going to go about it? 

MR. MCCURRY: Well, in Secretary Glickman's letter 
yesterday we go through a whole recitation of how we continue to 
keep a financial safety net that would simultaneously provide some 
flexibility as to planning so that people are growing crops for 
their family income and not for the government. Those subsidy 
issues have been worked through a long time. We think we can find 
common ground with Republicans and Democrats in the Congress, 
structuring the necessary support programs that will keep farmers 
protected from counter-cyclical effects in the economy, but also at 
the same time introduce more market elements, more competition, 
more common sense and, most of all, more flexibility for the 
farmer. 



311012A6.FIN 

Q So, in other words, the subsidies and the EAT 
continue indefinitely? 

MR. MCCURRY: Well, that's not necessarily so. I mean, 
there's strong interest in making sure we tailor these programs so 
they meet the needs of the future. A lot of work has been done, 
particularly by Secretary Glickman, on exactly that point. 

But he traced through in his letter yesterday, I think, 
a pretty good explanation of how we would approach some of those 
issues and why we think the current draft of the House bill just 
heads in the wrong direction. 

Q And -- partial birth abortion; anything new on that 
bill? Is that --

MR. MCCURRY: Nothing new on that, as far as I know. 

Q Do you have an update on the search for the robbers 

who attacked Mark Fabiani? 

MR. MCCURRY: No, I don't. You should contact the 
Alexandria Police Department. 

Q Is he still at work and still --

MR. MCCURRY: He's been at work every day this week and 
no worse for wear and still cool as a cucumber and not -- and gets 
our calm under fire award. 

Q Is he using a different A TM machine? 

Q Can you give us an update on the budget talks? You 
said that there might be follow-on talks from the moderate 
Democrats talks last night? 

MR. MCCURRY: I didn't get anything that indicates 
anything formally structured. But coming out of the meeting last 
night, there was a lot of interest in continuing to pursue some of 
the ideas that the President had been talking about and that, 
indeed, some of the members brought in on how they could design 
some type of bipartisan approach, building on all the different --
I'd almost describe them as consensus documents that are out there. 

We've got the possibility of a consensus document built 
around the President's discussions with the Republican leaders. 
There have been efforts like the ones that Senators Breaux and 
Chafee have pushed forward. Senator Daschle has introduced some 
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legislative elements that are useful. The coalition, which is the 
so-called "blue dog group" in the House has got additional ideas 
that they have structured. 

All of those now become, you know, part of the elements 
of what could be on the table and be enacted. And we are looking 
for a way to try to get as much momentum as quickly as possible 
behind -- you know, we think the place to do it and the place to 
start is behind the $700 billion that clearly are in common between 
what the President advarn::ed and what the Speaker and the Senate 
Majority Leader advanced from the Republican side during their 
discussions here at the White House. They've got elements in 
common in those two plans that can balance the budget, they total 
more than $700 billion. They produce real deficit reduction, they 
produce a balanced budget, and we ought to do it now for the 
American people. 

Simultaneously, we've got to extend the debt limit and 
get that worked on, and you heard from Mr. Panetta on that subject 
earlier. 

Q On that subject, what do you see the prospects for 
having a vote on the debt ceiling before the 26th? 

MR. MCCURRY: Well, the prospects are, I'm inclined to 

say absolutely certain because it's absolutely necessary and they 
know it. But with this Congress, one wonders sometimes. But we 
certainly hope that by that deadline of the 26th, when we've got 
obligations that are due -- I think the Treasury, you know, can 
tell you more about what the deadline is for the actual pending 
debt or the default limit, they can tell you more about that, but 
that our view is that sometime well before that, Congress should 
address that issue. It's not clear that that's going to happen. 

Q Along those lines what, if anything, are you 
hearing about the Republicans? The Chief of Staff was sort of 
preaching to the choir this morning at the House Democratic Caucus, 
but what about the GOP? 

MR. MCCURRY: Well, they can -- very quickly, if they 
can muster up some leadership to go with some of the followership 
we've been seeing within the Republican ranks, they can very 
quickly bring themselves to a point where they could meet the 
President on some of these issues and get an agreement; the 
President believes that. 

Q Are you getting any indication from them that 
they're interested in doing that? Do you hear anything back from 
them at all? 
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MR. MCCURRY: Well, they've been -- most of what we hear 
has been coming from the campaign trail because that's where 
they've been otherwise occupied. But we don't rule out the 
possibility that they could, in fact, work with moderates on both 
sides of the aisle and fashion a package that would get a majority, 
if not an overwhelming majority, support in both caucuses in both 
sides of the aisle. 

Q There's no actual business discussion going on? 

MR. MCCURRY: There's no negotiations underway, but 
there are always discussions underway. 

Q Assuming, Mike, that the Republicans are going to 
leave town for the next three weeks --

MR. MCCURRY: Where are they going? 

QI don't know. 

MR. MCCURRY: Iowa, New Hampshire. 

Q The President constitutionally, I gather, cannot 
order them back because it's recess rather than a adjournment -­
but would he use the bully pulpit, would he jawbone them back to 
Washington? 

MR. MCCURRY: Well, he was, in that sense, jawboning 
yesterday when he talked for all of you prior to the budget 

meeting, but he continues to urge Congress to take those necessary 
steps and do it soon; and we will, if we get deeper into the month 
of February with no action on this necessary measure, evaluate what 
else we need to do to push the case. 

Q They're going to be gone three weeks. How is he 
going to get action? I mean, it seems very desultory, your whole 
approach here. 

MR. MCCURRY: I share your criticism of Congress. 

Q Are you indicating there might be some breakthrough 
imminent on the debt ceiling? 

MR. MCCURRY: No. 

Q Has Mark Fabiani looked at any of the A TM photos 
yet? 
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MR. MCCURRY: I don't know. He deals with the press all 
day long, so you ought to give him a call. 

Q Can you tell us how you intend to convince 
television producers and networks that a voluntary rating system is 
a good idea, and if you're successful, what the earliest date it 
can be implemented might be? 

MR. MCCURRY: That's something that we will pursue when 
we have the informal meeting with media executives that the 
President talked about in his State of the Union Address, but the 
President is not at all certain that it will take a lot of 
convincing. He detects within the industry a great deal of common 
sense, concern about kids, and we think we can find ways to address 
this issue that is to the satisfaction of the networks; indeed, 
that's one of the very reasons why we're going to have a meeting of 
this nature to really work together to see if we can find common 
approaches. 

Q When is that going to be? 

MR. MCCURRY: Haven't set a date yet. They were looking 
at late February or early March, right? They expect to have some 
details on participation and timing very shortly. 

Q Is he going to ask for three hours of educational 
programming for children? 

MR. MCCURRY: There are a lot of different ideas that 
are in circulation about how you could expand the amount of time 
available for programming that's good for kids that parents can be 
satisfied is the right kind of programming for children. But 
that's -- rather than us lay down specific ideas, I think we want 
to work in the context of seeing what's developed within the 
industry and within the entertainment community itself. They've 

got ideas, too, a lot of them are very outspoken. We hope to have 
people who, themselves, have got some ideas on how to best address 
the question and see if we can come up with consensus. 

Q In other words, the FCC Commissioner to the 
Chairman has said he wants a requirement for three hours, so the 
President isn't necessarily going to come out for a requirement? 

MR. MCCURRY: I need to go check on that. I wasn't 
aware there was any rule-making --

Q You put out a statement on that --

MR. MCCURRY: -- yes, there's some rule-making or some 
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kind of procedure that they've got, which is doing a specific --

Q -- for the year -- government was over. 
(Laughter.) 

Q Mike, back to the President's remarks and quotes, 
whatever they may have been, does the President still consider 
himself to be the leader of the Democratic Party? 

MR. MCCURRY: Yes. 

Q Mike, has the President talked to any entertainment 
executives since the State of the Union speech? 

MR. MCCURRY: I would have to ask him. I'm not aware 
that he has, but there have been contacts with them, but I'm not 
aware that he personally has had any conversations like that; but I 
can't rule that out without checking with him first. 

Q You've addressed this in various ways, but could I 
just ask you again -- do you consider the victory for Wyden in 
Oregon a victory for Clinton? 

MR. MCCURRY: No. Consistent with what I just said 
earlier, I see it as a victory for the ideas he advanced. And I 
would suggest to you, because those ideas he put forward in that 
campaign are closely connected to the exact same fight that the 
President has been making here, the President has ample reason to 
be greatly satisfied with Ron Wyden's victory. 

But don't miss the point of our discussion here today. 
You need to present to the American people positive ideas about 
what this country is going to be about if you're elected to high 
office, and that's the way the President intends to conduct this 
campaign and not do it solely on the basis that one party is right, 
the other party is wrong, and that's always true under any 
circumstance, because that's not the way we get forward progress in 
this country, particularly in the kind of times that we live in. 

Q Has the President gotten a lot of requests from 

Democrats to come out and campaign? 

MR. MCCURRY: A very heavy number of them. In fact, 
they're now trying to figure out exactly as we look ahead to the 
year and get closer to November how we come up with some way of 
keeping people as happy as they can be, knowing that not everybody 
is going to be able to see the President who would like the 
President at hand in their district or at their event or at a 
particular program that they're interested in. 
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We will have, not surprisingly, a way of kind of judging 
different campaign requests and making sure it fits with what the 
President's travel schedule will be. 

Q He doesn't have any political advisors telling them 
to stay away, is he? 

MR. MCCURRY: I don't want to say that across the board 
because I can't make a blanket statement like that without 
checking. But the vast majority of the calls that our political 
people get are from people who are interested in having the 
President appear, campaign, be with them, help make the case, and I 
haven't heard many people suggest that they're not interested in 
that type of support. 

Q You said Wyden had requested that the President 
make a personal appearance in Oregon. So, over the past several 
weeks, couple months, why wasn't that a priority for the President 
to schedule a visit to Oregon? 

MR. MCCURRY: Look, the Oregon race was a priority for 
the entire party. The Executive Director of the Democratic Senate 
Campaign Committee I believe was out there in the state the entire 
time; the Vice President was there; we had four Cabinet members 
there. The President was on the phone related to the race. We had 
a lot of our political people reaching out to help Ron Wyden's 
campaign; so it was a very high priority in the race. 

Now, the President cannot always go everywhere, but 
sending the Vice President, sending members of the Cabinet made it 
very clear that this was a very important contest for us. 

Q Mike, if the President feels a candidate's 
positions and policies are more important than the party label, 
could you foresee an occasion where he might campaign for a 
Republican? 
(Laughter.) 

MR. MCCURRY: Not likely, because not many of them are 
that enlightened. 

Q So, what's your party label? (Laughter.) 

Q The Inspector General -- two Republicans have put 

out an Inspector General report on the Transportation Department, 
saying 46 Department of Transportation officials made nearly 700 
trips and they consider that excessive. Your reaction to that? 
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MR. MCCURRY: I believe the Transportation Department's 
already reacted. 

Q The dinner tonight -- you were going to put out a 
guest list of the --

MR. MCCURRY: Already out, I understand. 

Q We haven't seen it. 

Q Is there any coverage of that? 

MR. MCCURRY: No. This is a working dinner, private 
occasion for the Commanders-In-Chief of the military and their 
spouses, and the President and the First Lady. 

* * * * * * * 

Q Have you gotten word, Mike, about the Federal 
Reserve's decision yet? 

MR. MCCURRY: That's why I'm back. Thank you, Sandy. 
I'd like to read a joint statement on behalf of Secretary of the 
Treasury Robert Rubin, and Chairman of the Council of Economic 
Advisors Joseph Stiglitz. 

"Today the Federal Reserve, the independent agency that 
sets the nation's monetary policy, lowered the federal funds rate. 
This administration recognizes and respects the independence of the 
Federal Reserve. We share the goal of maintaining strong economic 
growth and low inflation. 

This administration has taken forceful actions to get 
the economy moving and the progress has been impressive. We cut 
the Federal Budget deficit by more than half as a share of national 
output, the economy has responded. Jobs are up by 7.8 million, 
unemployment is down, investment is strong and inflation remains at 
its lowest level in a generation. Although growth rates always 
vary quarter to quarter, with these fundamentals in place we 
believe that the economy will remain healthy in 1996. Again, 
that's a statement on behalf of the Treasury Secretary and the 
Chairman of the CEA". 

Q Do you approve of the lowering --

Q Do you welcome the action? 

MR. MCCURRY: The statement, I think, speaks for itself. 
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Q No, it doesn't, quite. 

MR. MCCURRY: -- we share the goal of maintaining strong 

economic growth and low inflation, and we obviously respect the 
independence of the Federal Reserve. 

Q How much did they lower the rate? 

MR. MCCURRY: That's already been announced by the 
Federal Open Market Committee; you can refer to that. 

Q Mike, do you think with this strong economy there's 
room for the Fed to do more? 

MR. MCCURRY: I'm not going to comment further, beyond 
the statement that you've not got from the Treasury Secretary and 
the Chairman of the CEA. 

Q Can we get that statement? 

MR. MCCURRY: We will have this in written form shortly. 

Q Any thoughts about prospects for a recession this 
year? 

MR. MCCURRY: It's, from the statement, quite clear that 
the fundamentals are in place for a strong economic performance in 
1996, as the Treasury Secretary and the Chairman of the Council 
have just indicated. 

Q Mike, are you still geared up for Monday on the 
budget the way you described it the other day, to have the short 
document instead of the details? 

MR. MCCURRY: Yes. My understanding from OMB is that 
they plan to have kind of an outline document that will be 
available. They're not planning on doing any agency-by-agency 
briefings. It's bad news that we don't have a budget proposal that 
we can make because of the lack of action in Congress on the FY '96 
budget, but we do have the fortunate news that we won't have to go 
through a weekend's worth of Cabinet briefings by agencies. 

We will work to prepare a more detailed document for 
sometime later in March. 

Q Are you going to have a central briefing that you 
normally have when you have the entire administration --

MR. MCCURRY: On Monday when we submit this outline? 
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We'll see. I mean, it's not -- a large part of this if fairly well­
known, but I'll check with Dr. Rivlin and with others in the 
administration and see what we intend to do. But by no means do I 
want to suggest at all that we will have any elaborate 
presentation. This is going to be structurally the same elements 
of the budget outline that the President has presented once already 
to all of you, and obviously also to the Republican leaders. 

Q Just one follow up on the Fed vacancies. Has the 

President had a chance to sit down with his economic advisors and 
talk to them about names and about filling the three positions? 

MR. MCCURRY: The President's had some conversations 
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about it, but to my knowledge, he has not received any 
recommendation from the National Economic Council on filling any of 
the vacancies. 

Q Could you guess the procedure you're going to 
follow is to do all three at the same time? 

MR. MCCURRY: I'm not in the habit of guessing. 

Q Would you suggest that would be likely? 

MR. MCCURRY: I don't suggest what I don't know. 

THE PRESS: Thank you. 

END 2:30 
P.M. EST 


