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U.S.-bashing coming
from some unlikely
sources in Mexico

BY LAURENCE IUFF
The Dallas Morning News

MEXICO CITY — When President

Clinton arrives in Mexico City on
Monday night to praise the maturing
binational relationship, he probably
should steer clear of local TV shows
lest it sour his upbeat mood.
- The star of the top-rated soap
opera, “North of the Heart,” is a
sadistic Border Patrol agent who
rapes and kills helpless immigrants.
Commercials offer no reprieve,
either. An ad for the phone company
Telmex features a greedy, fast-talk-
ing American businessman, “Burton
Helms,” trying to get his naive “ami-
gos Mexicanos” to switch to U.S.
long-distance carriers.

“This is no way to treat an Ameri-
can friend who has stood next to us
during bad and good times,” said
Guadalajara taxi driver Salvador
Meneses.

Meneses remembers the $50 billion
in loans the United States arranged
for Mexico in 1995 in the aftermath of
the peso devaluation, and he angrily
recalled the red-carpet treatment the
king of Spain recently received while
visiting Mexico.

“When is the last time Spain
bailed us out?” he asked.

Indeed, even as U.S. and Mexican
officials proclaim that their relation-
ship has never been better, analysts
said the apparent flames of anti-
Americanism are being fanned by
some unlikely sources, including the
ruling Institutional Revolutionary
Party, or PRI, and the very Mexican
companies involved in joint ven-
tures with U.S. firms.

“Paradoxically, there is a climate

of false anti-Americanism being cre-
ated by the United States’ traditional
friends: the ruling party and the
government on one hand and the
business community on another,”
said Cuatthtemoc Sandoval, a feder-
al congressman with the center-left
Democratic Revolution Party. “The
PRI is doing it for votes, and Telmex,
for example, is doing it to maintain
their clients.”

There is more than a little
hypocrisy among the nationalists, he
said.

Sandoval maintains, for example,
that Mexican President Ernesto
Zedillo and the PRI claim to have
taken a tough line with the United
States on protecting immigrant
rights and attacking the demand
side of the drug trafficking problem,
but have exerted no real influence
on either issue. Meanwhile, Telmex
is listed on the New York Stock
Exchange and is partly owned by
San Antonio-based SBC, the parent
company of Southwestern Bell. And
TV Azteca, which airs “North of the
Heart,” is partly owned by NBC.

To be sure, election years often
produce bizarre behavior anywhere
in the world, and Mexico faces his-
toric mid-term elections on July 6 in
which the PRI could lose control of
the federal Congress for the first
time in 68 years.

But analysts said the current
political anti-American rhetoric,
whether fueled by the intellectual
elite or at the grass-roots level, does-
n’t make it any easier for Mexicans
and Americans to come to terms
with their painful 200-year history,
much less realize the dream of a
true North American community.
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Clinton will try to sidestep Mexican politics

By ANDRES OPPENHEIMER
Heraid Statt Writer

MEXICO CITY — President Clin-
ton’s visit here and his agenda of
photo opportunities with Mexican
President Eresto Zedillo could give
a boost to Mexico's ruling panty
shortly before key congressional and
local elections.

But as they prepare for Clinton’s
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arrival today on the first Mexican
visit of his presidency, U.S. officials
reject such suggestions. They say they
have taken unprecedented steps —
including first-ever meetings with
opposition leaders — to avoid a per-

ception of favoritism that could influ-
ence Mexico’s July 6 elections.
Public opinion polls show the vote
could deal a serious setback to the rui-
;ﬁ( lll)istitutional Revolutionary Party

_ During his two-day visit, Clinton
is expected to appear with Zedillo on
at_least six occasions, including a
joint press conference after their

Fe

closed-door meeting Tuesday, a gala
dinner hosted by Zedillo later that
day and a speech at the National
Auditorium on Wednesday in which
the U.S. president will be introduced
by his Mexican counterpart.

An avalanche of smiling pictures
of the two presidents in Mexico's

PLEASE SEE MEXICO, 6A  Clinton

As Mexicans campaign, Clinton works not to ta

MEXICO, FROM 1A

media is almost guaran-
teed: Clinton and Zedillo, who
have already met on severai occa-
sions, are both Yale graduates
who pride themselves on having
personal rapport. Zedillo
indebted to Clinton, who
ed through a $20 billion res-
cue loan shortly after Mexico's
ﬁgga:cial collapse in December
1 .

U.S. officials say the two presi-
dents will stress their affinities
on issues such as free trade and
will avoid public quarrels on
divisive subjects such as migra-
tion, drug policies and Cuba.

In the past, U.S.-Mexican sum-
mits have been used by Mexico’s
government — and the govern-
ment-friendly television net-
works — (o stress the ruling par-
ty's credentials as the most
experienced to manage the coun-
try’s international affairs, and
the only party with enough stat-
ure to deal with the United
States.

Clinton’s visit. the first of three
scheduled trips to Latin Amenca
over the next 10 months, was
originally set for April 11, when
the campaign for renewal of
Mexico's lower house of Con-
gress and seven state govern-
ments was not yet in full swing.

But Clinton’s knee injury in
March forced the trip's postpone-
ment until this week. By now,
clection fever has already taken
over Mexico: Polls show the rui-

- -United
States
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ing party may lose its absolute
majority in Congress for the first
time in seven decades and that
an opposition candidate may win
the post of Mexico City gover-
nor, a job that replaces the
appointive position of mayor.

“The timing of this visit was
planned with clear electoral pur-
poses [by the Mexican govern-
ment),” said Jorge Castaneda. a
Mexican political scientist with
New York University and strong
government critic. “'It’s obvious
that they could have waited
another three months for this
visit.

“Zedillo and the PRI will be
the obvious winners.” he said.

In an effort to avoid a percep-

KAT

tion of partisanship, Clinton will
meet separately with Felipe Cal-

.deron, president of the center-

right opposition National Action
Party (PAN), and with Andres
Manuel Lopez Obrador, head of
the center-left Party for the Dem-
ocratic Revolution (PRD).

The meetings have been sched-
uled to last 15 minutes each,
Mexican sources say. The two
opposition leaders and PRI pres-
1dent Roque Villanueva will be
received — in alphabetical order
of their parties’ names — Tues-
day evening at Clinton’s suite at
the Hotel Presidente, the sources
say.

It will be the first time that a
U.S. president meets with the

H Today: Arrives Mexico City.

8 Tuesday: Meets Mexican
President Emesto Zedillo: lays
wreath at Altar to the Nation;
mests opposition political lead-
ers; attends state dinner at
Natlonal Palace.

H Wednesday: Addresses Mexi-
can people; visits Tlaxcala town
square; visits pyramids at Teoti-
huacan; arrives San Jose, Costa
Rica.

# Thursaay: Addresses Central
American summit; joing parade

CLINTON'S ITINERARY: |

to National Theater; attends
summit dinner.

8 Friday: Visits Braulio Carrillo
National Park; arrives Barba-
dos; joins reception for Carib-
bean summit.

B Saturday: Attends Caribbean
summit; meets President Rene
Preval of Halti.

H Sunday: No public events
scheduled.

B May 12: Returns to Washing-
ton.

opposition.” says Ricardo Pas-
coe. head of the PRD's interna-
tional relations department. “We
see this as a recognition by Wash-
ington, D.C., that things have
changed here, that there are new
rules of the game.”

The meeting with opposition
leaders will be especially signifi-
cant because the PRI has long
based its propaganda campaigns
on the “fear factor” — the idea
that an opposition win could
result in political chaos and vio-
lence. government critics say.
The meetings with Calderon and
Lopez Obrador will convey the
message that Washington wouid
have no problem in dealing with
a president from another party,
opposition leaders say.

“Even if it were only five min-
utes. or one picture, it will have a
major impact on public opin-
ion,” said PRD congressman

Graco Ramircz. ““The message
will be that, for the United
States, the PRI is no longer the
only game in town.”

ln addition to the meetings
with the leaders of all major
political parties. Clinton will
reach out to all political factions
during a speech at the 15,000-
scat National Auditorium. Oppo-
sition politicians, intellectuals
and artists — many of whom are
government critics — have been
mnvited to the event.

Anti-American groups close to

the PRD are planning several -

protests during Clinton’s visit,
but most analysts agree that such
events will not draw massive
crowds. Polls show that most
Mexicans blame their govern-
ment — rather than Clinton —
for the economic crisis from
which the country is only begin-
ning to emerge.
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C inton on Central America mission

By Willlam Nelkirk
Paul de |a Garza

T  NE STAFF WRITERS

WASHINGTON--President Clin-
ton heads south of the border
Monday to talk to America’s
neighbors about the flood of drugs
and illegal immigrants into the
Us.

At the same time, they want to
talk to him about sending more
American business their way.

Clinton's weeklong trip to Mex-
ico, Costa Rica and Barbados is
billed as a goodwill mission to
emphasize this nation’s positive
relationship with Central America
and the Caribbean, but tensions
also are evident.

This is especially true with
Mexico, where Clinton in a three-
day state visit will praise its
“mature” democracy while urging
the government of President
Ernesto Zedillo Ponce de Leon to
move more aggressively against
drug trafficking and corruption.

*This drug problem is.as big or
bigger a problem for Mexico as it
is for the United States.” Clinton
said Saturday. “They will, in the
end. not be able to maintain the
fabric of an orderly, democratic,
free society if the narco-traffickers
come to dominate huge sections of
their country.”

Administration officials empha-
sized Mexico's cooperation in
fighting drugs but added they
want more progress from the
Zedillo government.

The administration has a lever:
The U.S. Congress, where many
members criticized Mexico's drug
record after Clinton certified the
country was cooperating on the
issue.

U.S. Amnbassador James Jones
defended Mexico's record and said
Congress, using Mexico as a
scapegoalt. was falling prey to an
old temptation: blaming foreigners
for domestic problemns.

Nevertheless, the congressional
criticism serves a purpose. It
enables the administration to
point to congressional pressure as
a sign that more needs to be done.

e
AP photos

A soldier patrols Sunday outside Mexico City's National Auditorium, where President Clinton will deliver a
speech during his three-day visit. In Washington (right), Clinton leaves church with daughter Chelsea.

The immigration issue long has
been a major source of friction.
Clinton said the U.S. has been
extremely generous in accepting
more legal immigrants from Mex-
ico and now wants more enforce-
ment at the border.

The recent U.S. law cracking
down on undocumented workers
isn't popular in Mexico. It has led
to protests at the U.S. Embassy
and fo heavy criticism in the Mex-
ican press.

Clinton remains popular in
Mexico despite the pressure.
Opinion polls in Mexico show him
with 70 percent approval ratings.

The president is especially
admired for his unpopular deci-
sion early in his first term to bail
out Mexico with a loan from a

U.S. fund to protect the dollar.
The loan has been repaid.

The president will be making
the first of two trips south of the
border thic year. This autumn, he
is to visit South America to bol-
ster economic and trade relations
with a region often neglected by
U.S. presidents.

In San Jose, Costa Rica, he will
attend a summit Thursday and
Friday of Central American coun-
tries to discuss trade, drugs,
immigration and the environment.
In Barbados on Saturday, the
issues will be similar at the Carib-
bean sumnmit.

Such issues as U.S. action in
rating some airports in the region
as substandard and Washington's
support for an end to European

concessions for Caribbean
bananas also will be hot topics.

Drugs also will be a key agenda
item in the two summits. Gen.
Barry McCaffrey, the president's
top drug fighter. said at a news
briefing leading up to the presi-
dent's trip that Caribbean nations
are concerned about “this enor-
mous onslaught of cocaine, in.par-
ticular coming out of Colombia,
principally through Venezuela or
by sea.”

McCaffrey said that “it's having
a devasiating impact not only in
the obvious gun smuggling, drug
smuggling, money laundering vio-
lence and corruption, but indeed
in the addiction of the people in
the Caribbean Islands them-
selves.”

Clinton’'s trip is part of an
aldministration effort Lo cxpand
free trade. following up on the
North American Free Trade
Agreement and to strengthen
democracy in the region.

Thomas (Mack) McLarty, Clin-
fon's envoy to the Americas, said
the transition to open markets
isn't complete.

“The real question in the region
is, Can democracy that has moved
through the region ... really
deliver 1o the people of the Ameri-
cas?" he asked.

In that regard, U.S. policy
toward Cuba, loughened by the

Helms-Burton Act, will he <o
pedaled by the president durhl
his trip. .
Clinton also will do some sight
seeing. He will visit the pyraniide
near Mexico City and a roin for-
est in Costa Rica, and relax on th:
beach in Barbados. At the ruif:
forest, he will highlight U.9.
efforts to prevent environien?,
degradation in the region.

Tribune reporters Willian.
Neikirk contributed from W hing.
ton and Paul de la Garza [ i
Mexico City. '
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Editorials

The summit south of the border

The summit in Mexico City Monday between Presi-
dent Clinton and his Mexican counterpart, Ernesto
Zedillo, could be testy. Following bitter charges and
countercharges about Mexico’'s worthiness as a part-
ner in the drug war and changes in United States
immigration policy. relations between the two coun-
tries are at a low.

U.S.-Mexico relations seem to play out simulta-
neously on two levels. One is the roller coaster of
front-page events: NAFTA, financial bailouts or drug-
related corruption in Mexico.

The other is the far more subtle but significant
story of ever-closer and more interdependent
links—economic, cultural, even demographic—that
bind the two countries.

If the two leaders expect to break the current
impasse, they need to put their disputes in the context
of this almost symbiotic relationship.

Between 1993 and 1996—even after the internal
debacle following the 1994 peso devaluation—Mexican
imports from the U.S. rose 42 percent, from $39.9
billion to $56.8 billion. Meanwhile, exports to the U.S.
shot up 75 percent, from $41.6 billion to $73 billion.
After Canada. Mexico is the most important trade
partner of the U.S and the Midwest one of the greatest
beneficiaries of this tremendous export market.

American products and culture are omnipresent in
Mexico, and likewise, the Latino influence is being felt
in all spheres of American life, including politics.
Within the next decade, the Latino population—most
of it of Mexican origin—is expected to become the
largest ethnic group in the U.S.

In the explosive area of narcotrafficking, a good

conversation-starter would be for the U.S. to recast
the issue as a bilateral problem. Let’s face it: Mexico
delivers the drugs, and we buy them—to the tune of
$50 billion a year.

The annual cliffhanger of certification should be
eliminated. Periodic, cooperative, honest reporting of
progress to control supply and demand would open
more avenues for developing enforcement strategies.

The US. aiso should aggressively pursue the new
efforts by the FBI to train elite Mexican police and get
the Mexican military out of the drug-enforcement
business. The result of those policies has been ram-
pant corruption of the armed forces and their grow-
ing presence in civic affairs—a dangerous precedent
anywhere in Latin America. :

Massive immigration to the U.S., most of it illegal, is
an equally thorny issue. Historically, Mexico has used
it as an economic escape valve, while the U.S. has
benefited from the cheap, plentiful labor.

The U.S. must formulate and enforce its own immi-
gration policies, according to its own best interests.
But there needs to be more consultation with Mexico,
to clarify the nature and intent of our policies and
reduce friction and misunderstandings on both sides
of the border.

Trade and common economic interests are the most
important elements driving U.S.-Mexico relations.
NAFTA has been a resounding success for both coun-
tries that must not be compromised.

During their summit, Presidents Clinton and Zedillo
need to publicly reiterate their commitment to the
agreement and to promptly resolving the implementa-
tion glitches that still crop up.



Troubled
neighbor gets
vis't today

By Mimi Hall
USA TODAY

President Clinton will see the best
of a battered land when he travels to
Mexico today for his first state visit.

He'll lay a wreath at a monument
to Mexican patriotism. He'll watch a
performance at Mexico City's spar-
kling white marble Palacio de Bellas
Artes. He'll dine at the magnificent
National Palace.

But beyond Mexico City’s glisten-
ing monuments lies a deeply trou-
bled capital. Anti-American senti-
ment is growing in the chaotic four-
narty Congress and among the city’s
16 million residents, nearly hall of
~hom live in staggering poverty.

Mexico is the largest recipient of
foreign direct investment by US.
corporations. But three years after
passage of the North American Free
[rade Agreement (NAFTA) brought
4 promise of prosperity, inflation is
high, wages are stagnant and the
nanks aren't lending.

Beggars crowd the city center, taxi
passengers are beaten and robbed
and office buildings sit vacant in the
haze of sickening pollution.

THE

WORLD

Mexico will be at its best
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Spiffing up: A worker at Mexico City's National Auditorium puts up mesh that
will hold fights for President Clinton's speech to business leaders.

Aside from crime, the only boom-
ing industry, it seems, is the narcotics
trade. Each year, 240 tons of cocaine
enter the United States, more than
half of it from Mexico.

And despite plans for historic elec-
tions in early July, a recent poll in
Mexico City's Reforrna newspaper
found that 95% believe political cor-
ruption is as bad or worse than ever.

Former president Carlos Salinas is
in exile in Ireland. A former deputy

attorney general is in jail in Houston,
charged with taking nearly $8 mil-
lion in bribes from drug cartels. And
tales of corrupt officials and Swiss
bank accounts are the stuff of daily
newspaper headlines.

“The Mexican government will
probably do its best to show Clinton a
picture of a Mexico that has recov-
ered fully from its economic crisis, a
Mexico that is headed toward elec-
toral democracy and a Mexico that is

Mexico: Fast facts

shares a 1,936-mile border with the USA.
Mexico USA

Mexico, three times the size of Texas,

capital city's mayor’s office.

On the other side of the bor-
der, where 3 million Mexicans
live and work illegally, recent
crackdowns on illegal immi-
grants angered many Mexicans
who view tough new anti-immi-

Population 96 267
{in millions)

infiation rate 27.7% 33%

Infant mortality 25 7
(per 1,000)

Life expectancy 74 76

of the World, Bloomberg News

Sources: 1996 CIA World Factbook, Natonal Geographc Atias

gration laws as racist.

Drugs are another irritant to
relations. Though unsuccessful,
recent efforts in Congress to de-
certify Mexico as an ally in the
war on drugs — efforts prompt-
ed by the arrest of Mexico's top
drug czar — infuriated some

a stable neighbor despite the drug
scandals,” says Denise Dresser, a po-
litical scientist at Mexico's Autono-
mous Technical Institute. What he
will not see is “significant resent-
ment generated by what is perceived
as the U.S.'s moral superiority.”
Many Mexicans view the United
States as arrogant. Many Americans
see Mexico as unreliable. Thomas
“Mack” McLarty, Clinton's special
envoy to the Americas, acknowl-
edges, “We are at a delicate time.”
Clinton is sure to be well-received
by President Ernesto Zedillo and
members of the nation’s ruling party,
the Institutional Revolutionary Party
(PRI), who view him as a symbol of
better economic times to come. But
many Mexicans distrust the PRI,
which some suspect has held power
for 70 years by killing or buying off
opponents. For the first time in dec-
ades, experts say, it may lose control
both of Mexico's Congress and the

government leaders and
wounded many Mexicans' pride. In
response, last month demonstrators
tossed eggs at the US. Embassy and
burned Uncle Sam in effigy.

Sen. Felix Salgado Macedonio, a
member of the left-wing Party of the
Democratic Revolution, led a drive
to declare Clinton persona non
grata. Angered by Mexico’s conces-
sions on NAFTA and a $13.5 billion
US. bailout loan in 1995, Salgado
said Clinton represents “the absolute
submission this government has giv-
en to North American interests.”

Even Mexican strawberry grow-
ers are up in arms over U.S. claims
that berries fed to schoolchildren in
Michigan last month were tainted
with hepatitis-A before they crossed
the U.S. border.

Clinton will try to ease tensions
with a speech to Mexicans on Tues-
days. Mexican officials also are try-
ing to smooth the visit. Last week,
Mexico fired 1,100 agents in the gov-

ernment’s domestic anti-drug force.

This is the first of three trips to the
region for Clinton in the coming
year. In the fall, he will visit Brazil,
Argentina and Venezuela. In early
1998, he'll go to Chile for the second
Summit of the Americas with the re-
gion’s 34 democratically elected
leaders.

The first week-long trip, which
also will take Clinton to Costa Rica
and Barbados, is meant to show that
“Latin America is back on the agen-
da,” says Susan Kaufman Purcell of
the Council of the Americas.

In the US. Congress, Clinton is
pushing “fast track” legislation to ex-
pand the trade agreements now in
place with Mexico and Canada
throughout Latin America. That ef-
fort has been stalled, in part by crit-
ics who say NAFTA has failed to cre-
ate the jobs it promised while
sending some U.S. manufacturing
jobs across the border as companies
look for cheap labor and lax environ-
mental regulations.

“Mexico is one of the very most
important countries to the people of
the U.S.,” says William Perry, a Latin
American affairs experts and for-
mer adviser to presidents Reagan
and Bush. “The average guy on the
street says, ‘Do we really want to be
associated with a country like this?' "

But Perry says that despite the
drug trade and immigration prob-
lems, “our future is Latin America.”

Contributing: Michelle Melendez in
Mexico City
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U.S.-Mexico Wrangle: Close Relationship Between Allies Breeds Friction

By JULIA PRESTON

MEXICO CITY, May 4 — A labor leader
unintentionally insulled President Lrnesto
Zedillo during May Day ceremonices here,
showing something about how rocky rela-
tions are between the United States and its
southern neighbor.

Whistles and catcalls forced
Victor Flores, the head of Mex-
ico’s main labor congress, to
cut short his speech to an audi-
torium filled with workeirs aiter he acct-
dentally addressed Mr. Zedillo as ‘‘the
President of the United States.”

Even though it was an obvious slip, Mr.
Flores’s remark rankled the workeis bhe-
causce to them it suggested some American
encroachment on Mexico’'s sovereignty
and identity. His gaffe was especially con-
spicuous because President Clinton is to
arrive here on Monday for his first visit 1o
Latin America since he took office, a visit
regarded by Mexicans as long overdue.

The episode reflected how vulnerable
Mexicans continue to feel to United States
power and how deeply they distrust Wash-
ington’s intentinns,

Recent events have shown that cven
when the two Governments want to get
along, wurbulence is the normal state of
relations. The peculiar logic of the mar-
riage of geopraphy and convenience be-
tween the United States and Mexico scems
to be that the closer the relationship gets,
the more tensions arise.

In many ways, ties across the 2,000-mile

News
Analysis

border have never been stronger. Presi-
dents Clinton and Zedillo like each other.
They are both relatively young leaders
who studicd at Yale, both aspiring reform-
ers whose ideas have been sharply tem-
pered by political realities at home.

Through sessions of a commission sct up
in 1981, Cabinet members from the two
countries mcet regularly to jaw over dis-
putes. For a commission meeting on Mon-
day, eight Cabinet secretaries from Wash-
ington will come to Mexico along with
President Clinton.

In addition, the Clinton Administration
has gone much further than recent Ameri-
can Governments in heaping praise on
Mexico's President and his Government.

In comments last week, Treasury Sccre-
tary Robert E. Rubin pointed to “the quite
remarkable political courage and resolve
of the Mexican leadership.”” Barry McCaf-
frey, the retired general who heads the
Administration's anti-drug efforts, spoke
of “‘unprecedented cooperation’ on narcot-
iCs issues.

Mr. Zedillo has responded in kind, re-
cently calling Mr. Clinton ‘‘the American
President who has shown the most respect
for Mexica.”

Despite the friendliness, relations be-
tween the countries are more tense and
abrasive than they have been in at least a
decade.

There are sharp divisions over the war
against increasingly powerful Mexican
drug cartels and the presence of an esti-
mated two million illegal immigrants from

Mexico in the United States.

Although the North American Free
Trade Agreement has increased cross-bor-
der trade to record levels, sticky disputes
have arisen about trucking, several agri-
cullural products and the move by the
United States to punish some Mexican
companies doing business in Cuba.

Anti-Washington feeling surged here af-
ter the bitter debate in the United States
Congress this spring over whether to re-
certify Mexico as an ally in the drug war,
and because of a new American law to curb
illcgal immigration. Anti-Mexican feeling
in the United States is growing in parts of
the Southwest and California.

The incquality hetween the world's most
powerful nation and Mexico, which is
struggling out of an economic depression
in the midst of a disorderty transition to
deniocracy, makes for chronic differences.

*The tighter the connection between the
two societies, the greater the friction,”
said Peter H. Simith, director of Latin
American studies at the University ol Cali-
fornia at San Diego.

Part of the problem, Mr. Smith said, is
that “the issues that continue to bedevil the
relationship, like drugs and immigration,
are not oncs that can be resolved easily by
cooperation between the two Govern-
ments.”’

"They respond to the classic incentives
of supply and demand and resist Govern-
ment action,”” he said.

Mexicans complain that despite their
country’s strategic importance for the

United States, Washington’s policies are
increasingly determined by the vagaries of
domestic politics on drugs, immigration
and trade.

‘‘America’s ignorance and disdain for
learning the ways and customs of its neigh-
bor seems to be endless,” said Jorge Mon-
tafio, who served for two and a half years
as Mexico's Ambassador in Washington.
““The way they deal with us is by turning us
into one more item on the domestic agen-
da.”

At the same time, many Mexicans are
intensely ambivalent about the United
States. The mixed feelings were abundant
one holiday afternoon last week at a bus-
tling McDonald's restaurant in a middle-
class neighborhood where scores of fam-
ilies took their children for a distinctly
American-style lunch.

“It is not easy for us to be the weak
ones,” said Maria Guadalupe Ramirez Or-
nelas, a high school teacher. “We become
Americanized. We bring our children to eat
American fast food. But underneath, there
is a lot of rancor.”

Francisco Olivares, 23, an accountant,
said: ‘“‘Mexicans in general are always
going to have doubts about the United
States. We don’t know whether the Ameri-
cans’ intentions toward us are really
healthy."

Opinion surveys conducted from June
1996 to May 1 of this year among city-
dwelling Mexicans by the United States
Information Agency reflect the conflicted
views. About hall those polled have a high

opinion of the United States and about half
have a poor one.

According to the polls, about two-thirds
of Mexicans think relations are good. But
only 38 percent think the United States
treats Mexico more fairly than it did five
years ago. Seven in 10 Mexicans approved
of United States efforts to help Mexico
fight drug trafficking and solve economic
problems. But 6 in 10 said the United States
wielded too much influence in Mexican
affairs and expected Mexico to bow to
United States wishes.

Mexicans are largely enthusiastic about
President Clinton, giving him a 69 percent
favorable rating in a May 1 poll.

However, the customers at McDonald’s
were concerned that President Zedillo had
not been an especially forceful President,
and they worried that he might yield to
pressures from Mr. Clinton.

For Mexicans, one of Mr. Clinton’s most
signficant meetings will be the 15-minute
sessions scheduled for Tuesday with lead-
ers of the two major opposition parties. It
will be first such meetings for an Ameri-
can President. .

But Foreign Minister Angel Gurria said
the major impact of the visit would come
from the mood and body language, ‘‘the
image and feeling President Clinton will
take away about what Mexico can repre-
sent for the United States and vice versa.”

*“Just the fact that the President of the
United States is visiting Mexico already
makes the visit a success.”” Mr. Gurria
said.
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¥ exico and U.S.: Close, yet Somehow Distant

Presidents, Meeting Today, Maintain Warm Ties, but Animosities Fester at Lower Levels

By Molly Moore and John Ward Anderson

Washington Post Foreign Service

- .MEXICO CITY—The gringo-accented U.S. busi-
nessman who introduces himself to radio listeners
here as Burton Helms epitomizes all that Mexicans
abhor in their northern neighbor: dubious intentions,
patronizing arrogance, sly interventionism.

- "The advertisement—a blatantly nationalistic plea
by Mexico's formerly state-run telephone monopoly
for customers to shun foreign competitors in the
newly privatized telephone market—pokes fun at
various U.S. policies considered distasteful to Mexi-
cans, from the Helms-Burton trade sanctions against
companies doing business with Cuba to the U.S.
drug certification process for foreign countries.

" With its buffoonish gringo character, the ad illus-
trates the conflicting attitudes Mexicans and Amen-
cans sometimes have toward each other and the
complex, often contradictory relationship that is
evolving between the two countries.

ident Clinton is to arrive here today on the

exican visit of his presidency to find a neigh-

t seems ambivalent if not antagonistic toward
the often overbearing giant to the north. Govern-
mental relations generally are cordial-—and relations
between Clinton and Mexican President Emesto Ze-
dillo seem warm—but feelings are cooler on the
streets and in the legislatures.

-As the United States and Mexico become more
culturally, economically and politically intertwined,
they are simultaneously more divided over immigra-
tion and drug trafficking, with resentment building
on both sides of the border. While their fortunes of-
ten seem nearly inseparable, there is rarely a sense
of shared problems or common future, except in aca-
demic circles and at high levels of business and gov-
ernment.

> “Clinton comes confident that he is considered a
‘friend’ because he has rescued us twice, no matter
what the [U.S.] Congress thinks,” said Marco Ras-
con, an outspoken congressman from Mexico's left-
ist opposition party, in a recent newspaper commen-
tary. “Clinton represents those who propose
intentionally provoking a crisis in Mexico to gener-
ate a ‘conditional rescue,’ which effectively results in
the U.S. imposing its own conditions.”

Such bitterness might surprise Clinton, who stuck
his political neck out to push for passage of the con-

troversial North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA), who stitched together a $50 billion bail-
out when the Mexican peso collapsed in late 1994
and who battled congressional efforts this year to de-
certify Mexico as a cooperative partner in the cam-
paign against drugs.

But far from receiving plaudits, the United States
gets pounded daily in the Mexican press and on the
fioor of Congress here.

“There’s a lot of irritation against the U.S. gov-
ernment,” Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, the center-left
Party of the Democratic Revolution candidate for
mayor of Mexico City, said in an interview.

When Mexican officials visited the White House to
help plan Clinton’s visit, they recommended that he
tailor his speeches to winning the support of the
Mexican public, partly by drawing a clear distinction
between his pro-Mexican attitudes and the suppos-
edly anti-Mexican actions of the U.S. Congress, ac-
cording to Mexican officials.

Zedillo, in a session with U.S. reporters on Friday,
conceded that relations in “recent weeks were not
particularly smooth.”

“The key challenge for the president is to repair
the breach,” said a White House official, noting the
frayed feelings and lingering distrust between the
two countries. After a stormy winter—during which
Mexico arrested its anti-drug czar on narcotics
charges while the U.S. Congress thrashed Mexico in
the certification debate and enacted more stringent
immigration law—senior officials in both govern-
ments are eager to emphasize their friendship.

“There’s a tremendous amount of commerce and
other links, but it's not the kind of family or personal
relationship . . . that is fundamental in a meaningful
and deep relationship” built on mutual trust, said
Thomas F. “Mack” McLarty, the president’s special
envoy for the Americas.

“We have to jump-start the confidence level,” For-
eign Minister Jose Angel Gurria told reporters Fri-
day. “We have to get working together again.” Ten
bilateral agreements are to be signed during the vis-
it, the cornerstone of which is the scheduled release
of a joint assessment of the drug plague.

How have relations become so ambivalent when
NAFTA has boosted U.S.-Mexican trade almost 60
percent in three years, making Mexico the third-
largest U.S. trading partner; when the popularity of
things Mexican—from food to music to professional

baseball players—is booming in the United States;
when record numbers of Mexicans and other His-
panics are moving to the United States and exerting
more influence over U.S. politics; when Mexican
workers in the United States, both legal and not, are
sending billions of dollars back to their home country
every year?

At the heart of the bumpy U.S.-Mexican relation-
ship are the issues of drugs, immigration and official
corruption.

Clinton’s aides have admitted that they are con-
cerned about potentially devastating photo opportu-
nities in which Clinton is shown with his arm draped
around a Mexican official or business leader who
could be associated a few months later with drug
trafficking. A senior White House official noted, how-
ever, that “Mexico isn't the first place where we've
had that concern.”

U.S. officials all but ignored the issues of drugs
and corruption during the 1988-94 administration of
former president Carlos Salinas de Gortari, who was
universally praised in Washington for liberalizing the
Mexican economy.

Today, however, with Mexican drug cartels and
transporting an estimated 70 percent of the cocaine
and other illegal drugs consumed in the United
States, U.S. officials have been forced to confront
the drug problem more vocally.

Corruption accompanying the escalating power of
the drug mafias is spilling onto the U.S. side of the
border. NAFTA also has many U.S. detractors, who
complain that it has opened the border to drug traf-
fickers and illegal immigrants while pushing jobs
south to Mexico.

The voter-rich border states of California and
Texas, which often suffer the consequences of drug
and immigration troubles, drive U.S. policy. On the
other side, nationalistic Mexicans expect their presi-
dent to defend their national dignity and rebuff what
they see as U.S. strong-arm tactics and discrimina-
tion. The resuiting clash is more often political than
ideological. Officials often have found it easy to
blame their neighbor for difficult domestic problems.

Zedillo said on Friday that many of the most com-
plex issues are blurred by “a lot of noise” from ex-
tremists. “It is inevitable that in a relationship as ir-
tense and complex as the one we have, that voices
which are not necessarily rational are heard from
time to time,” he said.
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Business and Finance

EYNOLDS TOBACCO SCORED a

major victory in a Florida state
court, where a jury found that the firm
wasn't responsible for the death of a
three-pack-a-day smoker who died of
lung cancer at age 49. The trial had
been closely watched as a bellwether
for future suits against the industry.

The Dow Jones industrials soared
143.29 to a record 7214.49, buoyed by
the tobacco ruling and Friday's budget
deal. The rally capped the industrials’
comeback from a 9.8% drop. Bond
prices rose and the dollar was mixed.

(Articles on Pages A3 and C1)
* * »*

Bell Atlantic and Nynex expect to
reduce their combined work force of
137,000 by at least 10,000, more than
three times their original estimate,
people familiar with the plans said.

(Article on Page A3)
* » *
+X's admission that its Busang
.ikely contains no gold worth min-
ing intensified the efforts of police and
stock-market regulators to find who
was responsible for the scandal.
(Articies on Page A3 and In Column 4)
»* * »*

Ford said light-vehicle sales fell
4.3% in April, capping a tepid sales
month for the Big Three, while their
Japanese rivals benefited from the
strong dollar and popular models.

{Articie on Page A2)
* * *

The FDA refused to clear generic
versions of the menopausal drug Pre-
marin, reinforcing American Home
Products’ virtual lock on the market
for hormone-replacement products.

{Articie on Pape 86)
* * *

Northrop agreed to buy Logicon, a
maker of battle-management systems,
for stock valued at $750 million.

(Articie on Page A4)
* * *

A Donaldson Lufkin unit agreed to
buy 85% of DecisionOne, a computer-
maintenance firm, for $690 million in
cash and stock. It also will refinance
5226 million of DecisionOne debt.

{Articie on Page A4)

World Wade

U.S. OFFICIALS PRESSED Zaire's
rebels for restraint as they near Kinshasa.

Laurent Kabila, the rebels’ leader, said
his forces are 40 miles from the capital and
reiterated his demand that President Mo-
butu step down or be ousted. A U.S. special
envoy in the area urged him to enter the city
peacefully, but a greater threat may be
crumbling discipline among Mobutu's sol-
diers. Meanwhile, rebels nationalized a ma-
jor railway. alarming investors concerned
about their policies. (Articie on Page Al8)

Rebels delivered loads of Rwandan
refugees to Kisangan: on jammed trucks,
wgnoring pleas by U.N. officials to avoid
brutality during the hurried expulsions.

* * »*

Timothy McVeigh's sister testified for
the prosecution in the Oklahoma City bomb-
ing trial, saying he told her shortly before
the 95 attack he was in the "‘action stage" of
his fight with the government. Earlier. an
FBI expert said a drill bit found at the home
of suspect Terry Nichols matched marks on
a lock jimmied in a '94 explosives theft.

* * *

The FTC proposed letting manufacturers
attach ''made in the USA" labels to con-
sumer products with only 75% domestic
labor and materials, not the 98% that was the
unwritten standard for 50 years. The agency
said new guidelines reflect U.S. consumers’
increasing acceptance of changes in the
global marketplace. (Article on Page B1)

* * *

Police in Texas killed a secessionist
militia leader during a gun battle near the
compound he and another man fled when the
rest of the group surrendered Saturday.
Meanwhile, the group's leader was indicted
on federal fraud and conspiracy charges for
allegedly issuing $1.8 billion in worthless
financial warrants to militia members.

»* * *

Baxter International is expected to pres-
ent research today saying its artificial blood
avoided the need for postoperative human
blood in 39% of the cardiac-surgery patients
it studied. The findings, which also promise
survival advantages to trauma patients,
were unveiled at an anesthesiology confer-
ence in Switzerland. (Article on Page B6)

* * *

The Pentagon should weigh the impact
on smaller suppliers of contracts it awards to
big firms, a Defense Department study
urges. The study, to be released today,
bolsters the concerns Pentagon officials
have expressed about big defense mergers,
particularly the acquisition of McDonnell
Dougias by Boeing. (Article on Page A24)

America Online posted its first
profitable quarter since it abandoned
a controversial accounting practice.

(Article on Page B8)
* * *

Sweden’'s Incentive agreed to buy
Vivra of the U.S. for $1.59 billion, a
move that would create one of the
world’s biggest kidney-care groups.

{Article on Page B4)
* * *

GTE agreed to buy Internet pio-
neer BBN, people close to the matter
said. An industry executive said a deal
could be valued at up to $1 billion,

{Article on Page BS)
* * *

Andersen Worldwide’s board nomi-
nated accounting partner Jim Wadia
to be its next CEO, overriding the
firm’'s nominating committee.

{Article on Page B5)
* * *

Kodak is close to launching a cam-
paign to interest the 33 million U.S.
kids aged five to 12 in photography.

(Article on Page B8)
* * *

Warren Buffett warned of “‘condi-
tions that can lead to excess’ in the
current stock market during Berkshire
Hathaway's annual meeting.

{Article on Page C1)
* * *

Huntington Bancshares agreed to
acquire First Michigan Bank in a stock
transaction valued at $897 million.
(Articie on Page Al4)

* * *

Markets—

Stocks: Volume 549,400,210 shares. Dow
Jones industrials 7214.49, up 143.29: trans-
portation 2624.01, up 18.18; utilities 226.52, up
5.80.

Bonds: Lehman Brothers Treasury index
6639.36, up 10.51.

Commaodities: Oi) $19.63 a barrel. off two
cents. Dow Jones futures index 160.61, up
0.01; spot index 156.96, off 1.96.

Dollar: 126.54 yen, off 0.08; 1.7325 marks.
up 0.0030.

A sergeant’s attorney accused the Army
of racism for targeting black men in its
investigation of sex abuse at a Maryland
base. The remarks came at a hearing before
the second trial arising from the scandal.
this one involving charges of consensual
sex. Meanwhile, a jury weighed a life term
for a sergeant convicted of rape last week.

* »* *

Clinton arrived in Mexico for a state
visit. Meanwhile, U.S. authorities rejected «
bid for political asylum by a former top
prosecutor Mexico has been seeking for
questioning in a case involving the brother
of ex-President Salinas, people familiar with
the matter said. (Article on Page A18)

* »* * .

Arafat’s justice minister said he would -
impose the death penalty on Palestinians
who sell land to Israelis in an effort to
prevent Israel’s expansion into areas such
as East Jerusalem. Meanwhile, Arafat said
he doubted a U.S. envoy would bring any
fresh ideas on how to resume peace talks.

* * *

Britain’s new Labor government vowed
to end London's confrontational stance to-
ward integration with the EU, a hallmark of
the previous Conservative government. The
new foreignh secretary, Robin Cook, pledgec
to join a common program on workers rights
and signaled flexibility on other issues.

* * *

Russia’s foreign minister said he hopes
to finish negotiations on a draft accord with
NATO in a meeting with its secretary-gen-
eral today. The agreement will outline Mos-
cow's ties with NATO after the alliance
expands into former Warsaw Pact states.

* * *

A Canadian court cleared the way for the
deportation of a Saudi man suspected of
playing a role in last year's bombing in
Dhahran, which killed 19 U.S. servicemen.
Both Saudi and U.S. authorities have ex-
pressed interest in questioning the man.

* * *

A Hamas leader arrived in Jordan from
the U.S., deported after [srael dropped an
extradition request. The political leader of
the Muslim militant group lived in the U.S.
for 15 years. but was detained in 1995 onr
suspicion of engaging in terrorist activity.



Trade Knits U.S.

and Mexico Ever
More Tightly

By MARY BETHI SHERIDAN

TIMES STAFF WRITER

MEXICO CITY—The last time
an American leader visited this
capital. Mcxico was the United
States’ No. 4 trading partner ‘The
year was 1979, Mexico's mamn ex-
port was oil, and President Jimmy
Carter’s most famous comment re-
garded his case of “Montezuma's
revenge.”

President Clinton may still want
to skip the drinking water. But

B WASHINGTON OUTLOOK
Tough talk may be needed for
Clinton's visit to Mexico. AS

when he arrives today, he will find
that other aspects of Mexico have
been transformed. Mexico 1s now
poised lo overtake Japan as the
United States’ No. 2 export mar-

ket—trailing only Canada
Behind that move is a remark-
able story of how the two neigh-
bors’ economies have become in-
creasingly knit together. Even as
many Amecricans’ impressions of
Please see MEXICO, A10
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MEXICO: l\/iushrooming Trade With U.S.

Continued from Al

Mexico focus on problems such as
drug smuggling and illegal immi-
gration, this country has quictly
become a kind of Sun Belt for the
United States.

“The North American market is
becoming more and more impor-
tant for us,” said Raul Hinojosa, an
expert at UCLA on the North
American Free Trade Agreement,
which was created to open up
exchange between the United
States, Mexico and Canada. “How
Mexico evolves will be incredibly
important for the U.S. economy.”

hile also spotlighting issues

such as fighting drugs and
controlling illegal immigration,
Clinton hopes to use his trip, which
includes two days here and stops in
Costa Rica and Barbados, to gener-
ate momentum for extending
NAFTA to the rest of Latin
America.

The president also plans to cm-
phasize NAFTA'’s benefits in ad-
vance of a potentially hostile U.S.
congressional review of the accord
scheduled for this summer.

Since NAFTA took effect in 1994,
trade between Mexico and the
United States has mushroomed to
record levels. US. exports to and
imports from Mexico combined were
worth about $130 billion last year.

But though U.S. exports to
Mexico have surged 36%, NAFTA
opponents note that imports from
Mexico have grown by twice that
percentage—leaving the U.S. with
a $16-billion deficit.

Success or failure? Many ana-
lysts say it is still Loo early to judge

U.S.-Mexico Trade

Bilateral commerce hag risen
more than 500% since 1979.

In blittons
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NAFTA. That is especially true
since Mexico is emerging from ils
worst recession in 60 years, a
disaster that far outweighed any
NAFTA effect.

But analysts say the economic
rclationship between the two
countries has been radically trans-
formed. Just consider: Bilateral
trade as measured in dollars is up
more than 500% since Carter’s
visit in 1979.

The most important change ac-
tually came before NAFTA. Mexico
started slashing its sky-high tariffs
in the mid-1980s as part of a drastic
shift toward freer markets. That

encouraged many U.S. companies to
move labor-intensive elements of
their production to Mexico, where
wages were lower.

Today, most of Mexico's exports to
the United States are manufactured
products such as cars, televisions
and clothing. But many are chock
full of American content. In fact,
about 80% of U.S. exports to Mexico
are “intermediate goods,” which arc
installed in Mexican computers,
spun into Mexican T-shirts and
riveted into Mexican cars—many
headed back north of the border.

They are products like the U.S.
gabardine that goes to Corporativa
Libra in the northern Mexican
state of Coahuila, which borders
Texas. The company cuts the fabric
and sews it into insulated overalls,
which go back to a U.S. distributor.

“The company’s strategy of
looking toward the U.S. market is
10 years old. But with NAFTA, the
whole process has heen acceler-
ated” because of lower tariffs in
both directions, said Isidro Garcia,
a senior company official.

{n a striking sign of how compa-
nies are increasingly viewing North
America as a single iarket, about
half of U.S.-Mexican trade is now
between subsidiaries of the same
companies or between firms with
strategic alliances, estimates Sidney
Weintraub, a Washington-based
trade expert and author of “NAFTA
at Three: a Progress Report.”

Ford, for example, imports Escort
models from its plant in the north-
ern Mexican city of Hermosillo. But
the company and its suppliers export
to Mexico the engines, from Dear-
born, Mich.; the brakes, from Cin-

cinnati; and the power steering
pumps, {rom Indianapolis.

Such integration mecans that
Mexico and the United States now
depend on each other economically
far more than ever before.

Bul the division of labor has
serious consequences, espe-
ciaily in manufacturing centers
such as Southern California.

A new, comprehensive study by
Hinojosa ranks Los Angeles
County as the No. 1 area in the
United States that is likely to lose
jobs because of imports under
NAFTA. But the county, ironi-
cally, is also expected to be one of
the biggest job gainers, thanks to
rising exports of its more sophisti-

_cated products.

"What pcople don’t understand
in Southern California is that we're
highly integrated with Mexico
compared to other parts of the
country,” Hinojosa said.

Take the clectronics industry.
Southern California’s biggest cx-
port to Mexico is electronics, Hino-
josa notes. Electronics are also the
state’s biggest import from Mexico,
but mainly products assembled in
Mexico using U.S.-madec parts. Ex-
porters of sophisticated electronics
from Southern California, there-
fore, may be enjoying a boom—
even as workers in the region's
assembly plants are facing layoffs.

According to Hinojosa's study,
job losses among low-skilled U.S.
workers due to the accord have
largely been matched by job gains,

many of them among higher-
skilled workers.

Despite sharp gains in trade
between the United States and
Mexico, two-way commerce re-
mains small in relative terms. Most
products that Americans buy are
produced at home. Even with its
growing appetite for American
products, Mexico receives only
ahout 9% of U.S. exports. .

But for workers whose factories
move south, that is small comfort.

“People who lose their jobs in
the US. hecause of trade imports
don’t go up the ladder, they go
down or off. Their new jobs pay
much less, or they don’t get new
jobs,” said Jeff Faux, president of
thé Washington-based FEconomic
Policy Institute,
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Presidents Join in Declaring War on Drugs

m Diplomacy: Months of mancuvering produce statement
on sensitive topic of cross-border narcotics trade.

By MARK FINEMAN
TIMES STAFF WRITER

EXICO CITY—-It took 15

mouths of charges, counter-
charges, scandals and suspicion be-
tween the world’s largest consumer
of illegal drugs and the neighbor
that supplics much of them.

But in a garden cercmony Tues-
day, the presidents of Mexico and
the United States issued a joint
declaration of war on the drug gangs
that feed America’s $49-billion-a-
year habit. Ernesto Zedillo and Bill
Chntan signed a 97-page document
that paints a stark and candid pic-
ture of a narcotics trade that has
deficd both nations’ efforts to stop it,
and promises a joint strategy to
combat it by Lthe end of Lhe year.

“Let's be frank here,” Clinton
declared after the signing cer-
emony. “On Lthe Amcrican side, the
problem is we have less than 5% of
the world’'s population and we
consume half the drugs. . . . Our
second problem is that while we
are increasing our capacity to deal
with it, we have not suceeeded in
reducing the demand or completely
controlling the border on our side.

“Now, the Mexican problem is
that narco-traffickers can destroy

the fabric of civil society. . . .
They’ll go after places with open
spaces and a vulnerability to or-
ganized money and violence.”

It took the two governments
more than a year of wrangling to
admit the scope of the problem.
The process leading up to the
“U.S.-Mexico Binational Drug
Threat Assessment” that Clinton
and Zedillo signed spoke volumes
about the sensitivities of the issue.

“When we started this, we were
at loggerheads,” a Clinton adminis-
tration official said of the joint
effort merely to assess the drug
threat, let alone to overcome it.
The first few sessions were charac-
terized by traditional finger-point-
ing, with Mexico blaming
America's drug habit and US.
officials citing widespread Mexican
corruption as the biggest cause of
the vast supply of drugs in US.
cities.

The document originally was
due out in February—the same
weck Mexico's top counter-narcot-
ics official was arrested and ac-
cused of collaborating with
Mexico's most powerful drug car-
tel. But again, the politics of drugs
intervened: That arrest, just wecks
before Clinton had to certify to the
U.S. Congress whether Mexico was

couperaung as an ally in the drug
war, drove official U.S. concerns
about Mexican corruption to new
heights and delayed the report.

The final report handed to Zedil-
lo and Clinton by U.S. anti-drug
czar Gen. Barry R. McCalfrey and
Mexican Atty. Gen. Jorge Madrazo
Cuellar is a candid assessment of a
problem that both leaders con-
ceded neither country can solve
independently.

One sentence in the report sums
up the confessions of both nations:
“While the Uniled States has one
of the greatest problems of drug
abuse in the world, Mexico has
grown to be one of the world's
most significant drug producing
and transit countries.”

he US. position in the report
asserts that cocaine use in
America has declined by 50% from
its 1979 peak but concedes: “The
central issue for the United States is
that the rate of drug use involving
young people between the ages of 12
and 20 has been rising since 1991.”
Of the $49 billion Americans
spent on illegal drugs in 1993—the
last year for which data are avail-
able—it states that $31 billion
went for cocaine, $7 billion for
heroin, $9 billion for marijuana and
$2 billion for other illegal drugs.
The “globalized” industry gen-
erates tens of billions of dollars in
illicit profits every year.

Although the report details doz-
ens of federally funded U.S. pro-
grams to reduce the demand for
illegal drugs, it stresses that far
more must be done.

As for demand south of the bor-
der, the report notes that consump-
tion here tradilionally has been
among the world’s lowest but “the
problem of [drug) consumption and
dependence is increasing in Mexico.”

It 1s Mexico's role as a drug
supplier that the threal-assess-
ment addresses in the most candid
terms. It describes the Mexican
drug gangs that are instrumental in
meeting U.S. demand—citing
Amado Carrillo Fuentes as “the
most powerful drug trafficker op-
eraling from Mexico.” And it de-
tails some of the corruption that
has helped traffickers flourish.

The report cites official corrup-
tion cases such as that of former
Mexican anti-drug czar Gen. Jose
de Jesus Gutierrez Rebollo as “a
key component in the drug traf-
fickers’ strategy.”

“Drug trafficking . .. poses a
clear threat to national security, as
well as generating corruption by
incorporating public servants in
their efforts,” the repor! states. “The
tremendous wealth and power of the
narco-traffickers threaten to under-
mine the legitimacy and effective-
ness of law-enforcement.”

In gaugirg the importance of
Tucsday’'s assessment, though, an
administration official concluded:
“We've got a common threat assess-
ment. Now we need a common
strategy.”

Family Planning Center Visit
Puts First Lady on the Spot

By MARY BETH SHERIDAN
TIMES STAFF WRITER

EXICO CITY—It seemed to

have all the makings of a
feel-good event: a visit Tuesday by
First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
to a family planning center sup-
ported by U.S. funds in a hard-
scrabble Mexican neighborhood.

The only hitch: The United
States has decided to ax funds for
the center—something that has
left its director incredulous.

“We don't understand the U.S.
policy of strengthening the border
and then taking [away) money for
family planning,” the director, Al-
fonso Lopez, complained to report-
ers accompanying the first lady.
He explained that many migrants
to the U.S. come from poor regions
with fast-growing populations.

The moment appeared to be one
of the most awkward during the
first official trip by President Clin-
ton to Mexico.

Mrs. Clinton was greeted
warmly Tuesday by hundreds of
local officials and women at the
Mexican Family Planning Founda-
tion, known as Mexfam. The visit
was intended to demonstrate U.S.
government support for family
planning programs, according to a
White House background paper.

Mrs. Clinlon watched a skit on sex
education at the center, then gave
a speech praising the program.

“I am also proud of the role that
USAID has played in supporting
Mexfam and your public health
institutions,” she told the crowd.

Lopez said the United States
Agency for International Develop-
ment plans to cut funding next
year. The center now receives
more than $700,000—roughly 15%
of its budget—from USAID. Most
of the rest comes from interna-
tional foundations; a small part
comes from client fecs.

Lopez added that the US. Em-
bassy told him “not to touch this
subject” of funding during Mrs.
Clinton’s visit. He added, however,
that he hoped the first lady’s tour of
the center would “raise her inter-
est.”

A USAID official traveling with
Mrs. Clinton said the assistance is
being phased out because Mexfam
is becoming more successful in
funding itself. “You attempt to
create sustainability,” said the offi-
cial, who asked not to be identified.

However, he acknowledged that
congressional cutbacks in USAID's
budget are having an effect. "If we
didn’t have constraints on our
budget, the phase-out {of aid to the
center] might be longer,” he said.
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Clinton’s visit comes as U.S., Mexico try to ease tensions
President credited for tough calls, but resentment over drug certification lingers

By Kathy Lewis
Washington Bureau of The Dallas Morning News

WASHINGTON — President Clinton travels to Mexi-
co City on Monday as both nations seek to repair
damage from a particularly painful episode in their
often-sensitive relationship.

Mexican officials credit Mr. Clinton for champion-
ing three key causes — free trade, financial help
during the peso crisis and drug certification — despite
political risk.

But his first presidential trip to Mexico comes amid
lingering resentment there over the recent congressio-
nal debate on Mexico's efforts to combat drug traffick-
ing.

“Mexico is a very nationalistic country, just like the
United States. So, we were hurt,” said Jesus Silva-Her-
zog, Mexico's ambassador to the United States.

The ambassador predicted a good reception.

“I think President Clinton is going to find a friendly
country that recognizes the decisions taken by a presi-

dent that has been a friend to Mexico,” Mr. Silva-Her-

zog said.

Shortly before Mr. Clinton announced his trip, Mex-
ico made an early, final repayment of its U.S. loan. That
celebratory atmosphere dissipated with the debate
over drug certification.

Had Mr. Clinton’s knee injury not forced a postpone-
ment, Mr. Clinton's trip would have more closely fol-
lowed that fight.

US. officials said sentiments on both sides have
cooled down in recent weeks.

Mexico’s reorganization last week of its anti-drug
unit helped to reassure some congressional critics that
President Ernesto Zedillo’s government recognizes the
corruption problem and is doing something about it.

Mr. Clinton also dispatched several high-ranking
officials to smooth the way for his trip.

Thomas F. “Mack” McLarty, the White House special
envoy to the Americas; Immigration and Naturalization

Please see CLINTON’S on, Page 9A.

Associated Press

Government worker Enrique Torres washes
down the Boy Heroes monument in Mexico
City on Sunday before President Clinton’s vis-
it. The monument honors six military cadets.
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comes as U.S.,

Mexico try to ease tensions

Continued from Page [A.
Service Commissioner Doris Meissner; and drug czar
Barry McCaffrey made visits.

Officials said their message to Mexico has been
mutual respect, trust, cooperation and sovereignty.
The United States will enforce its immigration laws but
do so in a humane way. Drugs are a problem of demand
as well as supply. '

The president himself will pick up the effort this
week as he seeks to emphasize what U.S. officials cail
an important and unique relationship between neigh-
bors.

“I don't see it as a visit of reconciliation. I see it as
building on an ongoing partnership between two great
nations that share a huge border and a common future,
have some common problems and inevitably some
disagreements. We should look at this as a regular part
of our building a common future,” Mr. Clinton said
Saturday.

The president has also sought to defuse the contro-
versy surrounding Mexico by taking a bipartisan con-
gressional delegation with him.

By the time he arrives Monday night, almost a dozen
members of his Cabinet will have begun meetings with
their Mexican counterparts. The Binational Commis-
sion will work on a wide spectrum of “nuts-and-bolts”
issues.

Mr. McLarty said the trip, which will end on May 12,
“will underscore the breadth and the depth and the
maturity of the relationship, where we can talk about
these complicated issues like immigration, which have
a certain degree of understandable tension in them.”

Without such a broad partnership, Mr. McLarty said,
it would be difficult to address critical issues such as
immigration and narcotics, which affect people’s lives
in both countries.

White House officials are not predicting dramatic
announcements in Mexico City. On narcotics, officials
hope the two leaders can release a document that
assesses the threat and another that pledges new coop-
eration.

Similar agreements were to be rejeased months agoe

“but were delayed by the arrest of Mexico's drug czar on
corruption charges and the bitter congressional debate
over Mexico’s counterdrug efforts.

Still, release of the agreements should help bridge
the tension of recent months. say officials from both
governments.

Both sides also predicted incremental progress on
other matters, including the environment, immigra-
tion and trade.

“I'm not sure any one of these agreements in and of
themselves will be dramatic, but I think when you
accumulate the steady progress that’s being made on
all of these fronts, it will be a solid record,” said White
House National Security Adviser Samuel Berger.

Presidential visits to allied countries rarely result
in substantive agreements, said Delal Baer of the Cen-
ter for Strategic and International Studies in Washing-
ton.

The visits instead emphasize symbolic gestures of
friendship, and those are particularly important in
Mexico in light of recent tensions, she said.

(‘I d y . e
on't see it as a visit of
reconciliation. [ see it as building on
an ongoing partnership between two
great nations that share a huge border
and a common future, have some
common problems and inevitably
some disagreements.”

— President Clinton
. ]

“This is a kiss-and-make-up trip for President Clin-
ton,” said Ms. Baer, “a trip to say that we’re sorry for
having acted like ugly Americans.”

To that end. Mr. Clinton will lay a wreath at a
memorial to Mexican heroes from the 1848 war against
the United States, considered by most Mexicans to be
the aggressor in that conflict.

“That gesture will resonate in Mexico,” Ms. Baer
said. “There is a certain strength and nobility attached
when the strong acknowledges the grievance of the
weaker.”

In their pretrip comments, Mr. McLarty and Mr.
Silva-Herzog emphasized how the lives of Americans
and Mexicans are intertwined.

“There are not two other countries in the world
with such an intense, complex and diversified rela-
tionship like the one between the United States and
Mexico,” Mr. Silva-Herzog said.

He pointed to a border that stretches almost 2,000
miles with more than 10 million people living along it
and almost a million crossing daily from one side to the
other.

“We have a very important problem of migration,
with a huge Mexican-American population living per-
manently in the United States,” he said. “And then we
have drugs — a terrible problem, a kind of a pest of the
modern times. That involves supply and demand.”

The two nations had more than $130 billion in trade
last year. Mexico is the United States’ third-largest
trading partner, Mr. McLarty said.

Besides his sessions with Mr. Zedillo, Mr. Clinton
also will meet with leaders of the political opposition
and visit a town outside of Mexico City. First lady
Hillary Rodham Clinton will join the president in
Mexico City after touring Mayan historical sites near
Merida, part of the itinerary Mr. Clinton had to cancel
because of knee surgery.

Before returning to Washington at week’s end, Mr.
Clinton will meet with Central American leaders in
Costa Rica, where he is expected to sign several avia-
tion agreements. He also will confer with Caribbean
leaders in Barbados, where he will discuss trade and
drug trafficking.

This is the first of three trips to the region. Mr.
Clinton is to visit Argentina, Brazil and Venezuela in
October. Next spring he’ll attend the Summit of the
Americas in Chile.

Staff writer David LaGesse contributed to this re-
port.
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Former Prosecutor

in Mexico Is Denied

Asylum by U.S.

By LatrIiE HAys
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL
WASHINGTON — U.S. authorities have
rejected a bid for political asylum by
a controversial {ormer Mexican prosecutor

at the center of some of the most explosive -

murder and corruption cases in Mexican
nistory.

As Mexico's top prosecutor, Pablo
Chapa Bezanilla had led probes into the
1994 assassinations of both the ruling

arty’s candidate for president and its No.

official. as weli as into the gangland-style
slaving of a Roman Catholic cardinal. Mr.
Chapa was hailed as a hero in some
quarters after nhe obtained the arrest of
Raul Salinas de Gortari. the older brother
of former President Carlos Salinas de
Gortari, on charges that he conspired in
the assassination of Jose Francisco Ruiz
Massieu, the deputy jeader of the ruling
Institutional Revolutionary Party.

But Mr. Chapa's fortunes plummeted
after he dug up a skeleton on Raul Sali-
nas’'s ranch and suggested the remains
belonged to a missing Mexican congress-

“ man who had been implicated in the Ruiz
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Massieu siaying. The skeleton later proved
to belong to a distant relative of a pur-
ported psvehic who had been close to Raul
Saiinas. President Ernesto Zedillo fired
Mr. Chapa in December, and the former
prosecutor is now being sought for ques-
tioning on grave-robbing and witness-tam-
pering charges.

Mr. Chapa’'s whereabouts have been a
mysterv since February, when he wrote a
letter to the Mexican media. from '‘some-
where in Mexico,” defending his decision
1o go into hiding.

According to people familiar with the
matter, Mr. Chapa turned up in the
U.S. a few weeks T T
ago seeking politi- o
cal asylum. But af-
ter consulting with
top Justice Depart-
ment officials, the
U.S. turned down
Mr. Chapa's re-
quest. according to
those people.

Still, officials at
the Justice Depart-
ment would like to
talk to Mr. Chapa
because of informa- .
tion he might be Bezanilia
able to provide for a U.S. investigation of
Raul Salinas. If he agreed to a debriefing,
the U.S. might try to help him, said the
officials knowledgeable about the matter.
“We'd like to know where he is and talk to
him,” said one official.

The official said the T.S. can't, how-
ever. offer asylum because Mr. Chapa
is wanted on charges that "“might be valid”
in Mexico. In addition. it could pnse serious
complications for relations between the
two countries. already tenuous over U.S.
doubts that Mexico is really making an
effort to combat drug trafficking. Presi-
dent Clinton is expected to take up those
matters with his Mexican counterpart in
his first visit to Mexico, which began
yesterday.

The U.S. investigation centers on the
origin of more than $120 million Raul
Salinas sent abroad during the final years
of his brother’s presidency, which ended in
1994. If the money proves to have come
from drug traffickers, as many investiga-
tors suspect, the U.S. may press money-
laundering charges against the Citibank
unit of Citicorp, which provided banking
services to Mr. Salinas.

Raul Salinas has denied all the charges
against him. Citibank officials also deny
wrongdoing. Carlos Salinas hasn't been
charged with any wrongdoing.

Just how valuable Mr. Chapa might
be to U.S. investigators is unclear. Some
U.S. officials note that the former prosecu-
tor made little progress in his effort to tie
Raul Salinas to the Ruiz Massieu murder.
In any event, U.S. officials say they don't
know Mr. Chapa’s whereabouts now and
they have lost touch with him. They believe
he has returned to Mexico.

The Justice Department and State De-
partment declined to comment.
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WASHINGTON

‘Good friend’ Ciinton
on state visit to Mexico

President Clinton declared himself “a good friend to the
people of Mexico” Monday as he opened his first state visit
to the U.S. neighbor. Arriving in Mexico City for a two-day
visit before continuing on to Costa Rica and Barbados, Clin-
ton tried to soften tensions over immigration restrictions
and illegal drugs.

“The biggest threat we face,” he said, “is the intensified
attention being given to Mexico by the narco-traffickers, be-
cause they have so much money, so much power, so much
capacity for violence. And because Americans, frankly, pay
s0 much money every year for drugs.”

Clinton toured the National Museum of Anthropology
with Mexican President Ernesto Zedillo. Their work begins
today. First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton arrived earlier
and toured Mayan ruins on the Yucatan peninsula. An avid
hiker, she wanted to climb the 1,000-year-old Uxmal pyra-
mid, but said, I wore the wrong shoes.”

Before Clinton left
Washington, U.S. offi-
cials announced $6
million in aid for
Mexico to rebuild its
anti-drug force, dis-
banded last week in a
corruption probe.

Mexican officials,
eager to avoid com-
mon nationalist pas-
sions against the USA,
avoided putting up
U.S. flags, which often
are burned in street
protests. Instead,
Mexico City street
lamps were adorned
with banners of red,
white and dark blue
stripes, which easily
could be mistaken for
the French flag. Still,
there were reports of hundreds of demonstrators near the
U.S. Embassy, burning U.S. flags and shouting slogans to
protest U.S. immigration policies and Clinton’s support for
Zedillo, whose party has ruled for 68 years.

Pyramid power: First ladies Hlllary
Clinton and Nilda Zedillo visit Uxmal.
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Associated Press
Mexican President Emesto Zedillo greets President Clinton before an Aztec calendar at a Mexico City museum.

Clinton Begins

Visit to Smooth

Ties to Mexico

By STANLEY MEISLER

and MARK FINEMAN
TIMES STAFF WRITERS

MEXICO CITY—President Clin-
ton arrived here Monday for the
first presidential visit Lo this capital
in almost two decades, as many of
his Cabinet members met with
Mexican counterparts to sign a host
of agreements on bilateral matters|
ranging from money laundering to

building new bridges—literally —

between the two countries.

Before leaving the White House,
Clinton made it clear that he hoped
his visit will alleviate some of the
tensions between the two countries
over such issues as drugs and
imnigration.

“We share one of the broadest
and deepest relations of any two
nations on Earth,” he said. “Be-
yond the 2,000-mile border that
joins us, beyond the strong bonds of
trade that benefit both our peoples,
wce must cooperate as never before
to find common solutions to com-
mon problems.”

In advance of Clinton’s arrival,
Mexican Foreign Secrctary Jose
Angel Gurria Trevino and U.S.
Secretary of State Madeleine Al-
bright chaired the annual meeting
of the Binational Commission—a
conference of those members of
the two Cabinets who deal with
U.S.-Mexican issues.

Later, in a separate meeting of a
high-level contact group set up to
address one of the most conten-
tious of those issues—the multi-
billion-dollar cross-border trade in
illegal narcotics—senior Mexican
and U.S. Cabinet officials spent
more than two hours detailing
extensive new cooperation be-
tween the two countries.

A Clinton administration official
said U.S. and Mexican deputy de-
fense secretaries unveiled a drug-
fighting package that will deliver

- four C-26 U.S. surveillance air-

Please see MEXICO, A6
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Continued from Al
craft, 50 UH1H helicopters and $8
million in parts to the Mexican
armed forces this year. Mexico
already has received 23 helicop-
ters, they reported.

U.S. and Mexican treasury offi-
cials at the meeting, which was
chaired by U.S. anti-drug czar Gen.
Barry R. McCaffrey and Mexican
Atty. Gen. Jorge Madrazo Cuellar,
reported that the U.S. also has
delivered computer hardware and
software to combat money laun-
dering and arms trafficking, the
administration official added.

Clinton will take another step
toward reinforcing cooperation
when he meets with Mexico's
President Ernesto Zedillo today.
The two leaders are expected to
sign a document assessing the
threat of drug trafficking to both
countries.

After Monday's meetings, State
Department spokesman Nicholas
Burns added that Albright had
promised the Mexican government
$6 million to help it build a new
government counter-narcotics
agency. Mexico unveiled the agency
last week to replace the anti-drug
force formerly headed by Gen. Jose
de Jesus Gutierrez Rebollo, who was
arrested Feb. 18 on charges related
to drug corruption.

The Binational Commission ses-
sions and contact group meetings
served as a warmup to the presi-
dential visit and were designed to
create a mood of good feeling
despite some of the issues that
divide the two countries. The two
Cabinets at the commission con-
ference did not even make a show
of conferring before signing the
latest batch of agreements. They
were signed after the ceremonial
opening of the conference and just
before the delegations split into
smaller, closed-door sessions.

The agreements, which covered
a raft of issues of relatively minor
importance, included pacts on an
increased exchange of information
on drug-money laundering, free
transportation for Fulbright fei-
lows, protection for migratory
birds, noninterference with radio
.frequencies used by firefighters
along both sides of the border, the
start of construction of the new Los
Tomates bridge over the Rio
Grande between Brownsville,
Texas, and Matamoros in Mexico,
and the reopening of a recon-
structed old bridge between
Brownsvilie and Matamoros.

he atmosphere of the pubiic

opening session of the commus-
sion was warm and optimistic. But
Gurria did not hide two of Mexico's
main grievances—the annual U.S.
certification process that forces
Mexico to go through the humiliat-
ing exercise of proving it is a
cooperative partner in the war on
drugs, and the new U.S. immigra-
tion law that Mexcans fear will
hurt many of their compatriots
living in the United States.

“It would be a tragedy for both
our countries,” Gurria said, “that
drug traffickers would benefit
while our governments are in-
volved in a sterile and irritating
exercise of allocating blame.”

On the issue of immigration,

. however, he expressed the hope

that a Mexico-U.S. study of migra-
tion, due to be completed next
month, will clear the air and con-
tribute to “better-informed discus-
sions” on the matter.

Another contentious issue—a
standing request by the U.S. Drug
Enforcement Administration for its
agents stationed in Mexico to carry
arms for self-protection—came up
at a joint Albright-Gurria news
conference. Zedillo flatly denied
that request in an interview with
several U.S. correspondents here
Friday. “The answer 1s no,” he
said. “No further discussion.”

Asked about the controversy
Monday. Albright said she hopes to

resolve it during this week's meet-
ings and added: “They face dan-
gers. We must ensure their safety.”
But Gurria told reporters that he
would not contradict his president.

he Mexican foreign minister

then quickly changed the sub-
ject to an issue many Mexican law
enforcement agents see as the flip
side of the drug trade: the illegal
smuggling of U.S. arms into
Mexico, often along the same
routes used by Mexico's powerful
drug cartels.

“The trafficking in arms is a
concern to both countries.” Gurria
told a Mexican journalist who had
asked whether his government
would continue to pressure U.S.
officials to crack down on the arms
trade. And in her speech opening
Monday’s commission sessions, Al-
bright indicated that Mexico has
succeeded in keeping the issue on
the agenda this year.

She referred to “the hydra-
headed evil of drugs, corruption,
money laundering, illegal arms traf-
ficking and orgamzed crime,” and
U.S. and Mexican officials then dis-
cussed ways (o expand cooperation
between the U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment's Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire-
arms agents and Mexican law en-
forcement on the arms trade.

In the closed-door sessions,
Mexican officials reported that
they have seized an average of

2 w
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Demonstrators protesting President Clinton's visit bum an American flag near the U.S. Embassy in Mexico City.

10,000 illegal firearms a month
since 1994, a Clinton administration
official said.

“A lot of gun-smuggling activity
in Central and South America, in
Mexico and in the Caribbean comes
out of the United States,” the official
said, adding that the U.S. agreed to
provide Mexico with Spanish-lan-
guage software on arms smuggling
that will link Mexican investigators
with ATF databases.

Upon his arrival in Mexico City,
Clinton conferred with Gurria and
then took a two-hour tour with
Zedillo of the renowned National
Museum of Anthropology, which
houses some of the most magnificent
sculptures of the Mayan, Aztec and
other pre-Columbian civilizations.

One heavily tattooed male statue
with pierced earlobes reminded
Clinton of a famous American.
“Dennis Rodman,” Clinton said, af-
ter gazing at the statue.

The president was not welcomed
by everyone here. Several hundred
students, militant leftists and pro-
Castro demonstrators carrying
homemade banners proclaiming
“Clinton, Get Out” protested near
the American Embassy.

Some burned American flags.
Riot police with helmets, shields
and truncheons kept them from
gathering too ciose to the embassy.

Times staff writer Elizabeth Sho-
gren contributed to this report.



TUESDAY. MAY 6. 1997

LOS ANGELES TIMES

For Ordinary Folk, a Sense
That Clinton Visit Is Fateful

®m Mexico: One man wants U.S. leader to tell top officials
to steal less. Another says he’ll pick capital’s mayor.

By MARY BETH SHERIDAN
TIMES STAFF WRITER

EXICO CITY-—Edgar Leon

hopes President Clinton will
resolve the immigration problem.
Pedro Perez figures Clinton will
choose the next mayor of Mexico
City. And Benito Nieto thinks Clin-
ton could curb Mexico's notorious
corruption, by warning officials
here not to steal so much.

As Clinton began his first official
visit to Mexico on Monday, officials
emphasized that his trip would be
largely symbolic. But among ordi-
nary folks, there was a sense that a
man who shaped their fates—for
better and worse—was arriving.

“People think he's coming to
influence Mexico so the U.S, ben-
efits. But there are benefits for
both sides” in the trip, said Conra-
do Munguia, a retiree playing
dominoes in the capital’s Chapulte-
pec Park.

In 20 interviews in the capital’s
streets, Mexicans expressed the tra-
ditional combination of admiration
and resentment toward their north-
ern neighbor. But their mood also
reflected the pessimism and loss of
self-confidence in a country strug-
gling through economic hardship
and corruption scandals.

“We hope Clinton gives us
ideas.” said Flor Cortes, a 22-year-
old student. “We need help. We are
passing through a crisis.”

Although he is the first U.S.
president to visit Mexico City since
1979, Clinton faced a low-key re-
ception. Only a few red-white-
and-blue banners fluttered near
the Inter-Continental hotel where
he is staying.

Clinton arrives as relations be-
tween the neighbors have been
strained over drug-trafficking and
a new US. law to limit illegal
immigration. Still, those inter-
viewed generally viewed Clinton
more positively than they do other
members of the U.S. government.
Clinton has defended Mexico re-
peatedly in the U.S. Congress—
pushing for the North American
Free Trade Agreement, opposing
punishment of Mexico for drug-
trafficking, and pulling together a
$50-billion rescue package when
Mexico nearly went bankrupt after
the 1994 peso collapse.

“When they did [California’s
Proposition] 187, Clinton didn’t

support it,” said Maria de los An-
geles Bueno, a 24-year-old news
vendor. “He wanted to join with us,
to help us.”

Added her husband, Juan de Dios
Ramirez: “He's better than that
millionaire, Ross Perot, who at-
tacks immigrants.”

While Mexicans have often con-
demned U.S. intervention in their
affairs, several people were so
upset by the country’'s economic
and corruption troubles that they
suggested Clinton help out.

“We hope he heips us by making
our government think in a differ-
ent way,” said Nieto, a taxi driver.
Clinton, he said, should tell Mexi-
can politicians not to be so corrupt.

Still, suspicion of U.S. motives
persisted. Several peopie said Clin-
ton would probably use his weight
to influence midterm elections set
for July. U.S. and Mexican officials
have denied Clinton's trip was timed
to support the ruling Institutional
Revolutionary Party.

But Perez, a street vendor, wasn't
convinced. In fact, he declared,
Clinton’s main goal was to dictate to
Mexican officials who should win
the capital's first mayoral election.
The official used to be appointed by
the president. “In truth, Clinton is
coming for this.” said Perez. “He
came to tell [President Ernesto)
Zedillo what to do.”

While many Mexicans expressed
a positive opinion of Clinton, there
was widespread concern about the
new U.S. law cracking down on
illegal immigration.

Leon, who was raking outside the
capital's archeology museum, said
he hoped Clinton and Zedillo could
reach an accord on immugration.

“The majority . [of Mexican emi-
grants} go north to our neighbor to
find better opportunities. But
they're very badly treated.”
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Clinton begins 2-day Mexico visit

President Clinton and Mexico’s Foreign Minister Jose Angel Gurria
review troops after Clinton’s arrival Monday at Mexico City's airport.
Clinton began the two-day goodwill trip by pledging *to find com-
mon solutions to common problems, " including drugs, immigration
and trade. ‘‘We must cooperate as never before,”’ Clinton

declared. He then toured a museum with President Emesto Zedillo
Ponce de Leon. In a modest symbol of the administration’s sup-
port, the State Department announced shortly before his arrival
that it would give Mexico $6 million to help fight drug trafficking.
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BY ANITA SNOW
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MEXICO CITY-—President
Clinton began a goodwill trip to
Mexico on Monday by pledging
“to find common solutions to
common problems.” including
drugs, immigration and trade.

“We must cooperate as never
before,” Clinton declared.

In a modest symbol of the
administration's support, the
State Department announced
shortly before his arrival that it
would give Mexico $6 million to
help fight drug tratficking.

Clinton arrived after a four-
hour flight to tour a museum
with Mexican President Ernesto
Zedillo. Their formal work be-
gins today, with private talks
and a news conference.

“We will be able to make
further progress on the specific
issues that concern both coun-
tries—such as trade. drug traf-
ficking, migration. border is-
sues,” Zedillo predicted in an
interview broadcast Monday.

Mezxican and American cabi-
net officials met all day to ham-
mer out a series of modest agree-
ments in advance of their bosses’
talks. The highlight was $6 mil-
lion to train narcotics officers
hired after a recent purge of
the Mexican anti-narcotics pro-
gram.

Drug trafficking is the main
problem in U.S.-Mexico rela-
tions. America wants its south-
ern neighbor 10 do more to stop
the flow: Mexico savs the U.S.
should shoulder some blame.

In advance of Clinton’s visit,
Mexico abclished (1s scandal-
plagued drue-tighting azency
and -rifad it responsinilities to

Doua MiLL8/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Hillary Rodham Clinton and Mexican first lady Nilda Patricia Ve-
lazco de Zedillo tour the Uxmal pyramids in Yucatan on Monday.

the attorney general. The former
drug czar, army Gen. Jesus Gu-
tierrez Rebollo, was fired in Feb-
ruary after authorities charged
him with being on the payroll of
Mexico’'s No. 1 cocaine traffick-
er, Amado Carrillo Fuentes.

In an interview on PBS’
“NewsHour With Jim Lehrer,”
Zedillo said corruption is inher-
ent in drug-fighting operations.

The president’s visit prompted
at least two separate demonstra-
tions. “Clinton go home!" read a
sign at a protest of 2,000 union-
ized teachers.

Clinton might encounter harsh
sentiments about drugs. Manv
Mexicans think thev are -cen
unfairly as traffickers by ineri-

cans who refuse to assume equal
responsibility for creating a de-
mand for drugs that encourages
trafficking.

First lady Hillary Rodham
Clinton, who arrived a day ahead
of her husband, got an earful
about tough new immigration
laws on her visit with Mexican
Indian women in Merida.

Clinton’s stop in Mexico
launches a week-long visit—his
first as president—to Latin
America and the Caribbean. Af-
ter two davs in Mexico, he will
visit Costa Rica for a meeting of
Central American leaders and
Barbados for a summit with Ca-
ribbean ofticials bhefore returning
i Washington on Mondav.




First lady Hillary Rodham Clin

ton, at the Uxmal Pyramids in

Yucatan Monday with Mexican first lady Nilda Patricia Velaz-
co de Zedillo, found the crumbiling steps too rugged for her
shoes and declined scaling the 125-foot peak. AP Photo

Clinton begins tour of Mexico
with $6 million to fight drugs

Associated Press

- MEXICO CITY — Hoping to
ease tensions between neigh-
bors, President Clinton began a
goodwill trip to Mexico on Mon-
day by pledging “to find common
solutions to common probiems,”
including drugs, immigration
and trade.

“We must cooperate as never
before,” Clinton declared.

In a modest symbol of the ad-
ministration’s support, the State
Department announced shortly
before his arrival that it would
give Mexico $6 million to help
fight drug trafficking.

Clinton arrived Monday night
after a four-hour flight and
toured the National Museum of
Anthropology with Mexican
President Ernesto Zedillo. Their
work begins Tuesday, with pri-
vate talks and a news confer-
ence. At the museum, the two
presidents posed for pictures
before an Aztec calendar dating
back somewhere between the

10th and 15th centuries.

“We will be able to make fur-
ther progress on the specific
issues that concern both coun-
tries — such as trade, drug traf-
ficking, migration, border
issues,” Zedillo predicted in an
interview broadcast Monday.

Mexican and American Cabi-

-net officials met all day to ham-

mer out a series of modest
agreements in advance of their
boss’ talks. The highlight was $6
million to train narcotics officers
hired after a recent purge of the
Mexican anti-narcotics program.

Drug trafficking is the main
trouble spot in U.S.-Mexico rela-
tions. America wants its south-
ern neighbor to do more to stop
the flow; Mexico says the United
States should shoulder some
blame.

The meetings also produced
provisions to build a new bridge
between Brownsville, Texas, and
neighboring Matamoros, Mexico,
and two sewage treatment plants
on the border.
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Go slow on trade deals

NAFTA has
OPPOSING VIEW. ptisiamtiy

ter for U.S. workers. Let’s not
make their situation worss.

By Jeff Faux

The North American Free Trade Agree-
ment has failed to deliver on its promises
to people on both sides of the Rio Grande.

When NAFTA was signed in 1993,
Americans were assured that an expanded
trade surplus with Mexico would create at
least 200,000 good jobs.

Instead. we have a $16 billion deficit that

has cost us 250,000 jobs. Three-quarters of
the deficit is in the high-wage auto industry.
Moreover, a recent government survey re-
ported that NAFTA has made it easier for
employers to threaten to move production
to Mexico in order to force cuts in their
U.S. workers’ pay and benefits.

We were assured that NAFTA-induced
prosperity in Mexico would reduce iilegai
immigration.

Instead. immigration pressures have in-
creased as Mexico has lost 28.000 smali
businesses and 2 miilion jobs. and real
wages have dropped by 40%.

We were assured that NAFTA would
raise Mexican environmental standards.

Instead. rapid industrial expansion in
northern Mexico — based on low-wage ex-
ports to the U.S. — has worsened water

and air pollution that spills over the border.

Finally, we were assured that NAFTA
would support a new generation of honest,
competent reformers headed by then-Presi-
dent Carlos Salinas.

Instead. the Salinas regime turned out to
be riddled with drug-related corruption and
incapable of handling the peso coilapse that
inevitably followed the overselling of
NAFTA.

The subsequent U.S. bailout added to
Mexico's already crushing foreign debt and
has encouraged continuation of reckless
policies. Today, as Mexican elections ap-
proach. Salinas’ successor. Ernesto Zedillo.
is artificially pumping up the economy,
and the peso is again overvalued and head-
ed for another collapse.

It's time to rethink this failed expen-
ment. At the very least. we should amend
the agreement to add environmental and
worker protections enforceable in the
courts of any NAFTA nation. These
should include minimum wages, heaith
and safety standards. the right to organize
unions, prohibition of child labor, and oth-
er measures that will promote a growing
Mexican domestic market.

Certainly, the Clinton administration
should not attempt to extend NAFTA to
the rest of Latin America before it can dem-
onstrate that it has worked with Mexico.

Jeff Faux is president of the Economic Policy

Institute in Washington, D.C.. and author of
The Party’s Not Over.
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Today's debate: FREE TRADE

Foot-dragging on trade
hurts U.S. workers

. | The president’s trip
OUR-VIEW this week gives him
an opportunity to pursue an over-
due hemispheric trads pact.

As President Clinton parades through
summits with Mexican. Central American
and Caribbean leaders this week. he comes
face 10 face with a major unredeemed
promise: tearing down trade barmers be-
tween the United States and the rest of the
hemisphere. Inaction on trade is causing
U.S. business and workers to lose out.

Quaker Fabric of Fall River, Mass., has
seen its textile exports to Canada and Mex-
ico take off since the North American Free
Trade Agreement took effect. But Quaker
can’t compete in Chile and Argentina,
where Brazilian manufacturers now sell
duty-free while Quaker pays a stiff tariff.

TRC Cos. of Windsor, Conn.. sees a
huge market in Chile, the fastest-growing
country of the hemisphere, for its environ-
mental technology. But it faces 20% with-
holding on its fees due to Chilean laws.

Caterpillar Inc. is thinking of shifting
some of its heavy equipment manufactur-
ing — and jobs — to Brazil in order to es-
cape an | 1% tariff and get inside the grow-
ing duty-free market that now covers more
than half of South America.

When trade barriers among the U.S,,
Canada and Mexico were slashed in 1994,
similar deals. first with Chile and then with
others. were to follow. The benetits of a
hemisphere-wide free trade area by 2005

were proclaimed. Central American and
aribbean nations are clamoring for a
broader agreement. But nothing happened.

The authority required to effectively ne-
gotiate trade agreements expired and has
not been renewed. That victory for indus-
tries and unions that fear foreign competi-
tion carries a steep price.

Chile. for example. has cut free-trade
deals with nearly all its major trading part-
ners except the United States. Jobs filling
Chile’s booming demand for imports are
going to workers in other countries.

Leaders from Germany and Japan.
France and Spain. even South Africa and
Hungary have been hopscotching Latin
capitals. building trade ties while the Unit-
ed States dawdles. The free-trade group of
Brazil. Argentina. Paraguay, Uruguay and
Chile now does more business with Europe
than with the United States.

U.S. workers pay for the foot-dragging in
opportunities lost. The 11.3 million exist-
ing export-related jobs pay 13% to 16%
more than U.S. jobs overall. And exports
accounted for one of every eight net jobs
created between 1992 and 1996.

Yes, NAFTA has cost some jobs. Ex-
perts disagree on the number, but even the
250,000 claimed by its severest critics are
scarcely more than one month’s new jobs
created by today’s robust economy.

Clinton waited until his fifth year in of-
fice to finally visit any part of the natural
U.S. market south of the border. Now that
he’s there, trade-expansion legislation ap-
pears glaringly overdue. Running scared is
no way to run a trade policy.
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Presu!ent Clinton arriving in Mexico yesterday for meetings with top officials on his first visit to a Latin
American country as President. He was greeted by the Foreign Secretary, José Angel Gurria.

Clinton Arrives
In Mexico City
For First Visit

By JULIA PRESTON

MEXICO CITY, May 5 — Presi-
dent Clinton and most of his"Cabinet
arrived in Mexico City today at a
moment of high tension between the
two nations, to test his Administra-
tion’s policy of using praise rather
than pressure to secure cooperation
from Mexico on issues including ef-
forts to combat drug trafficking.

Although Mr. Clinton fought two of
the most high-risk foreign policy bat-
tles of his first term over Mexico —
the.-North American Free Trade
Agreement, which was approved in
1993, and the $12.5 billion emergency
loan to Mexico during a peso crisis in
1995 — he had never set foot in this
country — or in any other Latin
American country — since he took
office.

When Mr. Clinton arrived to begin
his two-and-a-half-day visit late this
afterncon, small demonstrations
were being conducted in front of the

“American Embassy. The protesters,

members of an urban squatters’ or-
ganization, shouted slogans denounc-
ing the Mexican Government’s deci-
sion to begin the visit on May 5, a
Mexican nationalist holiday.

In another protest, about 600 rural
schooiteachers, most of them Indi-
ans from Mexico's poorest states,
attempted to march down a broad
boulevard to the United States Em-
bassy. They were stopped by the
police about 15 blocks from the Em-
bassy building. The teachers re-
sponded by sitting down across the

Continued on Page A6
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Continued From Page Al

boulevard, blocking it, waving plac-
ards that said, “Clinton, you stole
from the peoples of the world. You
are not welcome."”

Earlier, Secretary of State Made-
leine K. Albright, Treasury Secre-
tary Robert Rubin, Attorney General
Janet Reno and five other Cabinet
members met with their Mexican
counterparts for a session of the Bi-
national Commission. Ms. Albright
said that 10 agreements would be
signed, including accords to open two
bridges at Brownsville, Texas, and to
improve information-sharing on fi-
nancial transfers in an effort to de-
tect laundering of narcotics money.

In a speech to the commission, Ms.
Albright said that Mexico has taken
“many forward steps’’ against grow-
ing narcotics cartels, but warned
that it is too soon to declare victory.

“‘In the struggle between law and
outlaw, between democratic integri-
ty and corrupt expediency, we are
neither winning nor losing, but re-
main in the hottest stages of battle,”
Ms. Albright said. She called for a
stepped-up cooperative effort to ‘““put
major traffickers behind bars.”

By the end of the day’s talks, Unit-
ed States officials were not able to
point to any progress on the most
contentious issues between the coun-
tries, especially the question of pro-
tection for American drug agents
who work in Mexico. On Friday Pres-
ident Zedillo sharply ruled out a
United States request to allow agents
of the Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration to carry sidearms for their
self-defense when on Mexican soil.

Although American officials were
optimistic last week that some com-
promise might be reached, today it
appeared that the negotiations yield-
ed no new results.

U.S. is trying to win
cooperation by
bestowing praise, not
using pressure.

“Eventually we will be able to
work that problem through,” said a
Clinton Administration official who
briefed about a meeting of top drug
and justice officials from both coun-
tries.

‘It is an extremely dangerous en-
vironment” for United States and
Mexican drug agents, the official
said. ‘‘Our antennae are way up.”

Despite the setback, the United
States told Mexico that it will shortly
be delivering 50 helicopters and 4 C-

26 surveillance aircraft for use in
anti-narcotics operations. The air-
craft had been held up for months by
questions from conservative law-
makers in the United States Con-
gress.

The State Department also offered
$6 million to pay for training of spe-
cially-vetted agents for a new anti-
narcotics agency Mexico created
last week. Bul Mexican Attorney
General did not immediately accept
the offer, United States officials said,
but only said he would study it.

Ms. Albright, with an incandescent
orange Mexican shawl wrapped like
a stole around her neck, sought to set
an unequivocally warm toné for the
presidential visit by praising Presi-
dent Ernesto Zedillo and his Govern-
ment. She seemed intent on dispel-
ling any fears that President Clinton
might be just another one of the
many American Presidents whom
Mexicans believe meddied in Mexi-
co’s internal affairs and imposed
their will on the country.

Mrs. Albright called Mr. Zedillo “*a
determined and courageous part-
ner” in the international fight
against narcotics trafficking and
said the Clinton Auministration has
‘‘great respect and admiration’ for
him. She emphasized the ‘‘very co-
operative spirit” of relations be-
tween the two countries.

Mr. Clinton will leave Mexico
Wednesday night to fly to San Jose,
Costa Rica where he will meet Cen-
tral American leaders.
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President Clinton boards a helicopter at the White House for the first leg of a fiight to Mexico
Clty. He arrived in time for Mexico's Cinco de Mayo holiday—the anniversary of the defeat ot
French invaders 135 years ago. Several accords were signed yesterday. Story on Page A15.
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Several Accords Signed
But Major Issues Remain

By Thomas W. Lippman
Washington Post Staff Writer

MEXICO CITY, May 5—The United
States and Mexico chipped away at some of
their differences today and reached some
low-key agreements, but they left major is-
sues unresolved as President Clinton arrived
for his first state visit.

Meeting as a binational commission, cabi-
net officers and other senior officials signed

a dozen agreements on environmental is-
sues, border management and exchanges of

information in the fight against money laun-

dering. But the Mexicans made clear they-
have serious differences with Washington on-
the more difficult subjects of drug trafficking.
and immigration, differences that U.S. offi-.

cials said will probably not be resolved dur-
ing Clinton’s visit. .
The theme of the day, as expressed by

Secretary of State Madeleine K. Albright.

and Mexican Foreign Minister Angel Gurria
in remarks to the Binational Commission and
at a joint news conference, is that the two

countries must and do work together, and.

are determined to resolve their differences
without rancor.

“Modern attention spans are short, but ef-
fective institutions, robust economies, dura-
ble partnerships and positive attitudes do ~=t
arise overnight,” Albright said. “They re-
quire constant tending and persistent hard
work.”

Clinton sounded the same note as he left
the White House for a trip that will also take
him to Costa Rica and Barbados. “Beyond
the 2,000-mile border that joins us, beyond
the strong bonds of trade that benefit both
our people, we must cooperate as never be-
fore to find common solutions to common
problems,” he said.

Shortly before aeparting for Mexico, Clin-
ton threatened to veto an emergency flood -
relief bill if Senate Republicans insist on add-
ing provisions, including one that would pre-
vent future government shutdowns by fund-
ing programs at a reduced level when
Congress and the White House deadlock
over appropriations for a new fiscal year,
staff writer Helen Dewar reported.

The president’s visit inspired a few small,.
scattered demonstrations, and the U.S. Em-
bassy was sealed off by riot police behind a
steel mesh fence. But this giant metropolis
was mostly peaceful as Mexicans celebrated
the Cinco de Mayo—May 5—holiday, com»
memorating a victory over the French in the-
Battle of Puebla 135 years ago. Clinton
joined in the celebration, issuing a separate
statment saying that “the U.S.-Mexican rela-
tionship is one of the closest our nation has
today, and it is most appropriate that my vis-
it to Mexico should begin on Cinco de Mayo.”

Despite those upbeat notes, however, se+
nior officials in both governments said that
sharp differences remain and many Mexicans.
are strongly suspicious of their northera
neighbor. One source of friction is the new
U.S. immigration law, which has caused con:
sternation throughout Mexico and Central
America because of fears of mass deporta-
tion and suspicion that Latinos are the princi-
pal target. Critics also cite the U.S. practice
of deporting accused criminzls without noti
fying the countries where they are being.
sent. .

“Mexico has stressed its concern that the
implementation of the new immigration laws.
. . . could generate acts of discrimination and
the violation of human and labor rights of
Mexicans on United States territory,” Gurria
said. “While the United States has been fo-
cusing on . . . discouraging migration, Megd— :
co has concentrated on strengthening its
mechanisms to protect Mexican nationals
abroad.” o

As she did Sunday in Guatemala, Albright
acknowledged the sensitivity of this issue,
saying it has special resonance for her as an
immigrant herself.

See MEXICO, A20, Col. 1
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Nevertheless, she said, “Every nation has a
right, a need to regulate immigration—to allow
legal immigrants to remain and require those
who are not legal to leave. That is our right, but
our obligation is to see that in enforcing the law,
the rights and dignity of every individual—I re-
peat, every individual—are protected.”

Another irritant is the refusal of Mexican
President Ernesto Zedillo to allow U.S. drug
agents to carry firearms in Mexico. He told U.S.
reporters last week that there will be “no further
discussion” of this subject.

Albright and Attorney General Janet Reno met
Gurria and Mexican law enforcement officials and

were encouraged by what they heard, including a
desire to work closely with the Drug Enforcement
Administration, State Department spokesmnan
Nicholas Burns said. Burns said Albright agreed to
contribute $6 million to help Mexicans train re-
placements for more than 1,000 anti-drug agents
fired for corruption by Zedillo last week. Another
sore subject with the Mexicans is the annual U.S.
review of anti-drug activities to determme which
countries may be “certified” as fully cooperating in
U.S. anti-drug efforts.

Clinton certified Mexico this year, but Mexicans
were outraged by some of the critical commentary
that ensued in Congress, and the process has
stirred resentment across much of Latin America.

Gurria said the certification process should be

abolished because it “inhibits and discourages coop-
eration on this issue.”

Some members of Congress and some Clinton
administration officials agree, but Albright was non-
committal. “We're all trying to figure out the best
mechanism to achieve the best result,” she said.
“There are discussions going on about how to im-
prove the process.”

Among the agreements signed today, one
amends the bilateral Migratory Bird Treaty to ac-
count for the bird-hunting traditions of Alaska na-
tive communities. One provides for shared opera-
tion of a sewage treatment plant in the San
Diego-Tijuana area. One provides for construction
of a new bridge between Brownsville, Tex., and
Matamoros, Mexico. And another clears up dis-
crepancies over radio frequencies used by emer-
gency service crews along the border.
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By SAM DILLON

MEXICO CITY, May 5 — Exactly
150 years ago, an American invasion
force was fighting its way toward
Mexico's capital in a war engineered
by President James K. Polk that
claimed 50,000 Mexican lives and al-
lowed the United States to slice off
and annex half of Mexico.

In the final battle. United States
troops stormed the military acad-
emy on a hill overlooking Mexico
City, bayoneting 1ts last defenders.
These included a dozen or more ado-
lescent cadets, one of whom ts said to
have hurled himseif from a parapet
wrapped in the Mexican flag rather
than accept surrender.

The slain teen-agers have entered
Mexico’s nationalist pantheon as the
Niflos Héroes. or Boy Heroes. Every
school child here learns their story.

On Tuesday, an American spot-
light will briefly shine on those 1847
events as President Clinton, during
his first state visit here, 1s to pay
homage 1o the cadets in a brief cere-
mony at the foot of the hill where
they perished.

It infuriates me to read about 1t."”
said Alejandro Bolafios, 15, during a
visit last week to the Nifos Héroes
monument, a pink marble terrace
with six memonal columns at the
edge of Chapuitepec Park, where Mr.
Clinton will lay a wreath. "Mexico
had no stable government. We were
fighting each other. and you Ameri-
cans invaded and took advantage."

Virtually all heads of state who
visit Mexico City pay a call at the
monument. But in view of the Mexi-
can emotions that still surround the
invasion, officials in Mr. Clinton's
advance team inuially questioned
the decision by aides to President
Ernesto Zedillo to schedule the
wreath-laying ceremony.

~'The U.S. delegation asked us why
we arranged this. whether 1t was
really opportune.” a senior Mexican
official said. "'So we said tt's just a
s1gn of respect, part of the protocol."

An American official acknowi-
edged the Chinton Administration’s
nitial hesitance, ' Because of the his-
tory angle, this is something that
makes people not used to dealing
with Mexico stop and take pause.”
the official said. *But in the end, this
will be a simple ceremony. [t won't
become an i1ssue.”

Mexico was In chaos in the years
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The United States sliced off and annexed half of Mexico's territory in the
muddle of thé last century. mostly as a result of the Mexican War.

before the 1846-48 war. During the
previous decade, 18 successive presi-
dents, most of them army generals,
ruled the countrv. President Polk
viewed Mexico’s wurmoil as an op-
portunity, and after declaring war in
1846, he sent armies to invade on
several fronts. Gen. Winfield Scott,
commanding 16,000 troops. was dis-
patched to seize Mexico City.

Five months after landing on the
Gulf Coast. Scott's force began a
fierce three-week siege of the capital
that culminated on Sept. 13, 1847,
with an artillery bombardment and
infantry assault on Chapultepec Cas-
tle, a baroque structure perched atop
a rock outcropping three miles from
the National Palace and the heart of
the old city. The dav’s fighting Killed
1,800 Mexicans and 450 Americans
and culminated in the massacre of
the cadets and other Mexicans on the
castle grounds.

A committee ol surviving Mexican
officers described the events: “*Driv-
en mad by the shelling, fatigued and
hungry. our few defenders were
hurled down onto the rocks at bavo-
net pomnt by a New York regiment
that climbed to the highest point of
the building where some cadets were
the final defenders.”

Months iater. Nicholas Trist, a
State Department official, negotiat-

ed the Treatv of Guadalupe Hidalgo,
which ended the war and. along with
other treaties, ceded to the United
States territories stretching from
what is now South and West Texas
north to Colorado and west to Cali-
lornia. Mr. Trist described later how
he felt as he signed the treaty.

*'Could those Mexicans have seen
into my heart at that moment, they
would have known that my feeling of
shame as an American was far
stronger than theirs could be as Mex-
1cans,” he said. **That was a thing for
every right-minded American to be
ashamed of "

In the first years atter the war, the
slain cadets were not distinguished
from the 50,000 other Mexican dead.
But late in the 19th century, Mexican
nationalists cowned the term Nifos
Héroes, elevating six adolescents
who were deemed to have fought
with special bravery into nationai
icons, said Josefina Zoraida Vas-
quez, a historian at the Colegio de
Meéx:co.

Alter the surviving American
{roops went flome, the war's nasty
details were mostly ignored in the
United States until 1947. when Presi-
dent Truman paid the first visit by
an American President 10 Mexico
City, on the 100th anniversary of the
invasion. During that tour, Mr. Tru-

Kenh Dnnnemer for The New York Times
The Nifios Héroes monument in Mexico City, where President Clinton is to lay a wreath, honors teen-agers who died in a United States invasion.

On Clinton Itinerary: A Counterpart of the Alamo

man at the last minute included a
stop at the Ninos Héroes monument.

As the scene was described in The
New York Times: “When Mr. Tru-
man arrived with members of his
party, a guard of honor was drawn
up facing the monument. There was
no fanfare nor playing of national
anthems. Mr. Truman placed the
wreath, turned around and walked
slowly back to his waiting automo-
bile. Tears of emotion streamed
down the faces of the honor guard
composed of cadets of the Colegio
Militar, now housed in Chapuitepec
Castle, and as the President drove
off, old men wiped their eyes.”

Hours later. the Mexican Foreign
Minister, Jaime Torres Bodet, cele-
brated Mr. Truman's gesture in a
toast at a state dinner. ‘'The highest
kind of friendship between man and
peoples is that which has the courage
to base itself on a feeling for the
truth,” Mr. Torres said. " President
Truman, by rendering homage to the
immortal glory of the boy heroes,
spans an abvss of the past by another
bridge into the fuwure.”

John Coatsworth, a professor of
Latin American history at Harvard
University, said Mr. Clinton's visit to
the monument on the [50th anniver-
sary of the United States invasion
would be ““more than standard proto-
col and will hikely carry considerabile
symbolic weight.”

“But I find 1t surprising,” he said,
that like Mr. Truman, Mr. Clinton 1s
not scheduled to utter a word during
the ceremony. ‘The President could
use the event t0 make a statement
that wouid go beyond President Tru-
man's silence. But it’s a difficult
subject for any American President
to talk about.”

Last week Revna Osogobio Huer-
ta, 30, a housewife, brought her son
Ricardo, 10. to view the monument
and to climb a tree-lined walkway to
Chapuitepec Castle, where bronze
statues of the Ninos Heroes stand
silent sentry at the edge of a terrace.

1t st1ll hurts,” she said of the 1847
invaston. **But maybe this is a way to
inake peace. Those territories are no
longer part of Mexico. And Clinton
probably wants to smooth over what
happened back then.”
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Bill Clinton is
accompanied by Mexican
Foreign Minister Angel
Gurria upon the U.S.
president’s arrival Monday
evening in Mexico City.
Clinton was to formally
unveil a new U.S.-Mexican
“alliance’’ against
narcotics that includes
scores of aircraft and
millions in aid for training
pilots and agents,
according to a top official.
Story, 13A.
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U.S. will help fund Mexican anti-narcotics efforts

By Cl 5TOPHER MARQUIS
. ANDRES OPPENHEIMER
Herald Staff Writers

MEXICO CITY — As Presi-
dent Clinton arrived in Mexico
on a state visit Monday evening,
his deputies announced a vast
array of donations to help the
U.S. neighbor fight drug-traffick-
ers, including 73 helicopters, four
surveillance planes and at least
$6 million to train drug agents.

The assistance package, which
also includes $8 million in spare
parts and a two-ycar training
coursc for Mexican pilots, will be
formally unveiled by Clinton
today us part of a new U.S.-Mexi-
can “alliance™ against narcotics.
said a top official who asked not
to be named.

The  administration has

pledged another $6 million 1o
help train officers to staff and
overhaul Mexico's anti-narcotics
agency, Secretary of State Made-

leine Albright said Monday.
Albright announced the grant
after bilateral talks, which

included White House drug czar
Barry McCaflrey, Attomey Gen-
eral Janet Reno and their Mexi-
can counterparts.

Agency setback

The $6 million for training is
aimed at helping the government
of President Ernesto Zcdillo
rehuild its anti-drug agency after
the devastating arrest in Febru-
ary of its chief, Gen. Jesus
Guticrrez Rebollo, accused of
working for a major Mcxican
trafficker. Since then, Mexico

has fired wvirtually all 1.200
cmployces of the agency and has
vowed to rigorously screen all
new applicants.

The drug issuc is one of the
most sensitive bedeviling U.S.-
Mexican relations, with U.S. offi-
cials decrying rampant corrup-
tion in Mexican law enforcement
and Mexican leaders complain-
ing bitterly about American
heavy-handedness in its annual
*certification” of drug war allies.

Albright on Monday sought to
downplay the tensions and
praised Zedillo, who has repeat-
cdly described narcotics traffick-
ing as the greatest threat to Mexi-
ca’s national sccurity.

Still fighting
“We have seen your courage in

denouncing and unmasking cor-
ruption,” Albright said.

“Together we have taken many
forward steps. But we know that
— in the struggle between law
and outlaw, between democratic
integrity and corrupt expedicncy
~— we are neither winning nor
losing, but remain in the hottest
stages of battle.”

Mexican Foreign Minister
Angel Gurria also sought to bur-
nish the image of U.S.-Mexican
cooperation on a host of issucs,
as ministers from both countries
mct on 14 issucs from environ-
mental protection to immigra-
tion to trade.

“Never before, during two cen-
turies as neighbors, have our two
countrics generated such an
intcnse network of cxchanges,

interests and mutual influence,”
Gurria said.

But the forcign minister
quickly upbraided Washington
for its certification process, a
procedure ordered by Congress,
which is aimed at identifying
nonperforming nations and
opening the door to sanctions.
Clinton certified Mexico on
March 1 over the objections of a
bipartisan group of U.S. lawmak-
ers.

Crosses borders

“Drug trafTicking is a global
phenomenon that docs not stop
at nauonal boundaries,” Gurria
said. It would be a tragedy for
both our countries that drug traf-
fickers would benefit while our

governments are involved in a
sterile and irritating exercise of
allocaling blame.”

On another thorny issuc, Mex-
ico — citing issues of national
sovereignly — continued to
stiff-arm  an administration
request that U.S. drug agents
operating in Mexico be licensed
to carry stdearms for their per-
sonal protection. Privately, U.S.
and Mexican officials have said
an undcrstanding may be
reached that will not be codified.

“We're just going to have to
con(muc talking about the gun
issue,” State Department spokes-
man Nicholas Burns said. “We
nced to work oul a way that we
can be assured that their sceurity
is guaranteed.”



Sragigent Clinton is greeted by Mexican Foreign Minister Jose Angel
Guerra as he arrives Monday at the Benito Juarez international Airport

in Mexico City. Clinton's two-day visit will likely be dominated by the
troubled effort to clamp down on drug trafficking.

Clinton downplays tensions in visit

3y DUDLEY ALTHAUS
rauston Chronicle Mexico City Bureau

MEXICO CITY - President Clinton arrived
in the.smog-choked capital Monday for a state
isit while members of his Cabinet and their
ilexican counterparts put the tinishing touches
un several accords. including one to curb money
‘aunderning by drug traifickers.

n First lady sidesteps criticism over
immigration policy: Page 13A.
« Mexicans ambivalent: Page 13A.

But even before Clinton armived. his top aides.

as if following a well-used script. strived to soft-
pedal differences over illegal drugs and immi-
gration that have plagued relations between
Mexico and the United States.

Many Mexicans are incensed at tougher U.S.
immigration laws that began to take effect April
1. and over what they perceive as heavy-handed
hypocrisy by Washington on the drug issue.
Some Americans are angry over evidence of en-
demic narcotics corruption among Mexico's rul-
ing class.

Although officials of both nations tried to em-
See CLINTON on Page 10A.
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shasize trade and other aspects of
the bilateral relationship, Clinton’s
two-day visit will likely be dominated
by the troubled effort to clamp down
on narcotics trafficking in Mexico.

In an interview with Mexican tele-
vision reporters broadcast here Mon-
day, Clinton acknowledged that the
international narcotics problem be-
gins with U.S. consumers.

But he said, “The biggest threat for
Mexico is the increased amount of at-
tention being given to it by the narco-
traffickers. They have so much mon-
ey, so much power, so much capacity
for violence.

“It puts . . . unbelievable pressures
on Mexico, on its institutions and the
very fabric of society itself.” he said.
“To me, this drug issue is not a prob-
lem of the United States beating up
on Mexico. We must handle this to-
gether.”

Later, State Department spokes-
man Nicholas Burns announced the
administration had offered Mexico $6
million for the training of new drug
agents.

While drugs and immigration may
define the current bilateral feuding,
raw feelings date back some 150
years to the Mexican-American War.
in which Mexico lost half its territory

to the United States.

Clinton will lay a wreath Tuesday
afternoon at the monument of the
Boy Heroes. six Mexican army ca-
dets who were slain in battle at their
academy at Chapuitapec near the
end of the war.

Clinton was joined by Secretary of
State Madeleine Albright, Attorney
General Janet Reno, drug czar Barry
McCaffrey and other top officials.
Clinton and his advisers will hold
talks with Mexican President
Emesto Zedillo and members of his
Cabinet. In addition, Clinton, Zedillo
and their wives will take time to visit
several tourist attractions in the
countryside.

The Cabinet officers of both na-
tions announced agreements for
prosecution of money laundering,
new provisions to help the border en-
vironment and the approval of a long-
sought bridge across the Rio Grande
at Brownsville.

“Our friendship has a multitude of
branches,” Albright said, speaking in
a hall facing Mexico’s Plaza of Three
Cultures. “In tending them, we must
never allow the many blossoms to be
obscured by the scattered thorns.”

Mexico City streets were mostly
quiet Monday because government
offices, banks, schools and many
companies closed for the Cinco de
Mayo holiday, which commemorates
the Mexican victory over invading
French troops in 1862.

But several hundred protesters,
some shouting “Clinton Idiot.”
scutfled briefly with riot police in
front of the U.S. Embassy on Monday
afternoon. There were no reports of
serious injuries.

The tensions that U.S. and Mexi-
can officials hoped to avoid were ap-
parent in a letter Sen. Phil Gramm,
R-Texas, sent to Clinton last week.

Gramm urged Clinton to pressure
Zedillo about the case of Rafael Caro
Quintero, a Mexican drug trafficker
whose conviction in the 1985 torture
killing of U.S. drug agent Enrique Ca-
marena was overfurned by a Mexi-
can appeals court last month.

The court’s decision, “coming amid
the mounting evidence of drug cor-
ruption in Mexico. is not reassuring,”
Gramm wrote in the letter sent to
Clinton and faxed Monday to news
organizations.

Clinton, who was accompanied on
the flight to Mexico by Sen. Kay
Bailey Hutchison, R-Texas., and Rep.
Silvestre Reyes, D-El Paso. went di-
rectly to his hotel after arriving.

Later, Clinton and Zedilio toured
Mexico City’s Museum of Anthropol-
ogy,

First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
joined her husband in Mexico City af-
ter a two-day tour of the Maya ruins
of Uxmal and other sites on the
Yucatan Penninsula.
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President Clinton is greeted Monday by Mexican
Foreign Minister Jose Angel Gurria upon arrival

Associated Press

at the presidential hangar of the Benito Juarez .
International Airport in Mexico City.

Clinton opens Mexico visit amid signs of accord

By Kathy Lewis
Washington Bureay of The Dallas Morning News

MEXICO CITY — Prestdent Clinton ar-
rived Monday for a state visit amid indica-
tions that the two nations have resolved
the contentious issue of whether US. drug
agents should be allowed to carry guns in
Mexico.

" “We are confident that we can work out
a way to protect our people who have to
operate in Mexico,” said a senior adminis-
tration official, who requested aponymity.

The Dallas Morning News has learned
that an unofficial practice will probably

Deal likely on allowing
U.S. agents to carry guns

B Hillary Clinton tours ruins. 13A

resume: There wiil be ro explicit recogni-
tion that agents are carrying guns. As part
of the understanding, the Mexican govern-
ment won't protest the practice.

US. law enforcement officlals” sought
official sanction of the gun-carrying poli-
cy. But that request provoked criticisr in
Mexico from those who viewed it as a

breach of national sovereignty.

State Department spokesman Nicholas
Burns said Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright discussed U.S. drug agents' safety
with Mexican Foreign Minister Jose Angel
Gurria on Monday afternoon. He said they
agreed that a way had to be found to
ensure the safety of American drug agents
working in Mexico. He said they had not
agreed on a specific way but were deter-
mined to work that out.

Mr. Burns noted that Mr. Gurria said
publicly that he wants the Drug Enforce-

Please see CLINTON on Page 13A.
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ment Administration in Mexi-
co and that he wants to find a way to
keep DEA agents safe.

Mr. Burns said the US. govern-
ment would provide $6 million to aid
Mexico's antidrug efforts. It will in
part be used to help train agents to
replace 1,200 officers who were fired
after being accused of corruption.

Over the weekend, President Er-
nesto Zedillo said that he wouldn’t
consider formally approving the prac-
tice of allowing US. agents to carry
guns for self-defense. He said there
would be no further discussion of the
issue.

Mr. Clinton said last week that he
thought the two countries would be
able to resolve the dispute, but he did
not specify how.

“We are committed, both of us, to
increasing our law enforcement,
counterdrug cooperation, and we're
committed to the safety of our law
enforcement personnel, and we're
working with the government of Mex-
ico to make sure we can assure their
security,” he said in a telephone inter-
view with The Dallas Morning News,
the Los Angeles Times and the San
Antonio Express-News. “So I feel that
we will be able to resolve that.”

On the record, US. officials have
been saylng for days that the issue
probably would be worked out.

“The real problem is the anxiety on

the part of both systems that the po-
lice and the army of their own coun-
try be the only agency that enforces
laws,” said White House drug czar Bar-
ry McCaffrey on Fox News Sunday.

“That's really at the heart and soul
of this. But, at the same time I think
both law enforcement institutions are
very interested in protecting their
own people,” he said. “We'll be able to
work through this.”

After meeting first lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton at the airport here,
Mr. Clinton visited the Anthropology
Museum with Mr. Zedillo. Mrs. Clinton
had spent the day sightseeing in Meri-
da.

During Monday’s bilateral meet-
ings, the United States agreed to give
Mexico four C-26 aircraft for counter-
narcotics surveillance, said a Clinton
administration official who requested
anonymity.

" US. officials also agreed to expedite
shipment of 53 helicopters to Mexico
for use in the anti-drug fight, and to
give Mexico $8 million in spare air-
craft parts. “We are determined to con-
tinue working together,” the official
said.

U.S. officials Monday also an-
nounced cooperative efforts aimed at
cleaning up pollution along the bor-
der, stepping up educational exchange
programs and developing joint pro-
Jects to protect sensitive forest and
park lands. Among the specific propos-

als: A new Los Tomates bridge be-
tween Brownsville, Texas, and Mata-
moros, Mexico, and a revamping of
the Nuevo Laredo wastewater treat-
ment plant.

The official Clinton-Zedillo talks
begin Tuesday. Mr. Clinton will also
meet with Central American leaders
in Costa Rica and Caribbean leaders
in Barbados before returning to Wash-
ington.

“A partnership is emerging be-
tween the United States and the Amer-
icas based not only on history, geogra-
phy and culture, but increasingly in
shared interest and values and a
shared commitment to a common fu-
ture,” said Mr. Clinton as he left the
White House.

“More than ever before, we are
working with our neighbors on the
basis of mutual respect to make a dif-
ference on issues that matter most 1o
people in their daily lives.”

- But Mr. Clinton cautioned that
while the trend in the Americas is
positive, “clearly the transition is not
complete.”

Mr. Clinton, who arrived here on
Cinco de Mayo, said it was fitting for
the trip to begin in Mexico.

“We share one of the broadest and
deepest relations of any two nations
on earth. Beyond the 2,000-mile border
that joins us, beyond the strong bonds
of trade that benefit both our people,
we must cooperate as never before to

find common solutions to common
problems,” he said.

As Mr. Clinton flew to Mexico City,
high school bands and residents gath-
ered to celebrate the national holiday.
Mexican troops defeated French sol-
diers on May S5, 1862.

Members of the president’s Cabinet
came early and met with their Mexi-
can counterparts Monday afternoon.

The trip is the first visit of a US.
president to Mexico City since 1979,
when President Jimmy Carter met
with Mexican counterpart Jose Lopez
Portillo. Mr. Carter stirred up contro-
versy when he joked about his case of
“Montezuma’s revenge.”

Mexico City bureau chief Tracey
Eaton and staff writer Alfredo Corcha-
do contributed to this report.
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Hillary Clinton tours
Mayan ruins in Mexico

She says president would have loved trip

By Laurence lliff
Mexico City Bureau of The Dallas Morning News

UXMAL, Mexico — Even before ar-
riving on Mexican soil Monday, Presi-
dent Clinton may have already missed
the best part of the trip. His wife,
Hillary, however, took full advantage
of her visit to the magical Mayan
world.

Far from the bustle of Mexico City
and the inevitable questions over com-
plicated US.-Mexico relations, Mrs.
Clinton toured the Mayan ruins of
Uxmal, standing in awe before the
sixth-century pyramid built by a peo-
ple whose language and customs re-
main very much alive.

“It's just fabulous,” Mrs. Clinton
said at the end of her hourlong tour of
the site on the Yucatan peninsula. “He

[Mr. Clinton) would have loved it. It’s
certainly one of the highlights of the
trip.”

The US. president, however, will
get his chance to feel some of that
splendor Wednesday when he tours
the pyramids of Teotihuacan just out-
side of Mexico City.

“You'll be able to see the pleasure
on his face,” said Mrs. Clinton, lament-
ing that knee surgery had cost the
president the chance to see Uxmal,
which requires some climbing.

Accompanied by Mexican first lady

Nilda Patricia Zedillo, Mrs. Clinton
peppered her guides with questions
about the Mayan world and the way in
which Uxmal residents carefully gath-

ered rainwater in a land devoid of |“J

lakes, rivers or streams.

“We are very glad to have her
here,” Ms, Zedillo said of her US. coun-
terpart. “It's very important for Mexi-
cans and Latin Americans because for
many years we have not had a visit
from the president of the United
Stam"

Jimmy Carter, in 1979, was the last
U.S. president to visit.

Mrs. Clinton, who arrived Sunday
evening, was welcomed by more than
1,000 residents of Merida, who filled a
small plaza outside a 300-year old
church and dotted the streets along
her route from the airport.

She was serenaded by musical
groups, dancers, children's choirs and
the recitation of Mayan poetry. “I did
not know until last evening that Ma-
yan was still spoken,” Mrs. Clinton
said Monday.

Later in the day, Mrs. Clinton met
with Indian women from around the
country, who told her they sought
economic opportunities in Mexico
that would allow their husbands and
sons to stay home, rather than immi-
grate illegally to the United States.

:s.socml;; Press
Hillary Rodham Clinton points to a pyramid Monday while
talking to Mexican first lady Nilda Patricia Zedillo in
Uxmal, Mexico.

“What we want to do is to avoid our  and even rejection,” said Rufina Villa
men leaving and going north where Hernandez of Cuetzalan in Puebla
they face suffering, unemployment state. :
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Ever the campaigner: President Clinton and Mexican President Emesto Zedillo greet a group of
children during a presentation Tuesday at the Campo Marte military camp in Mexico City.

U.S., Mexico vow progress
on drugs and immigration

By Mimi Hall
USA TODAY

MEXICO CITY — Presi-
dent Clinton and Mexican
President Ernesto Zedillo.
aiming to foster confidence
among angry citizens on both
sides of the border, pledged
on Tuesday to prove that
Mexico and the United States
can cooperate in good faith
on drugs and immigration.

The two presidents signed
a sweeping but vague propos-
al for both governments to
come up with a plan, by the
end of the year, to address
the drug trade. On immigra-
tion, the presidents agreed to
new border checkpoints and
bridges. Clinton promised to
“balance control with com-
mon sense and compassion.”

During a news conference
on the lush grounds of the Los
Pinos presidential residence,
Clinton repeatedly tried to as-
suage Mexican anger at re-
cent US. crackdowns on ille-
gal immigrants and
restrictions on social services
that are provided to legal im-
migrants.

“The issue of immigration
raises passions on both sides
of the border,” he said, de-
fending US. efforts to stem
the tide of illegal immigrants.

But he also reminded Mex-
icans that the balanced-budg-
et agreement reached last
week with the Republican-led
U.S. Congress would restore
some benefits to legal immi-
grants. He promised that the
United States will “‘ensure the
human rights of all mi-
grants.”

Clinton aiso reached out on
the issue of drugs. “Let's be
frank here among friends.”
Clinton said. “On the Ameri-
can side, we have less than

5% of the world’s population
and we consume about half
the drugs.”

Under orders from Zedillo,
Mexican officials last week
disbanded the country’s cor-
rupt anti-drug unit, firing
more than 1,000 agents.

As a result of discussions
between US. and Mexican
cabinet-levei officials this
week, the two countries now
have “a shared vision of the
magnitude of the problem,
and we share the will to com-
bat the problem with all of
the resources within our
reach,” Zedillo said.

Clinton's two-day trip is his
first to Mexico during his
presidency and the first since
he and Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton honeymooned in Acapul-
co.

In Mexico City, Clinton was
well-received by Zedillo and
his Cabinet. A group of chil-
dren waving American and
Mexico flags crowded around
to shake his hand. But the trip
is no honeymoon.

American flags and posters
of Clinton, like those that wel-
come most state visitors,
were noticeably absent. In-
stead, Mexican officials,
mindful that protesters were
burning American flags, hung
red-white-and-blue banners
that might have been mistak-
en for French flags.

And for good reason. A poll
in Tuesday's editions of Mexi-
co City's Reforma newspaper
found that only 36% of Mexi-
cans had a favorable opinion
of the United States, down
from 62% a year ago.

Clinton’s visit Tuesday af-
ternoon t0 a national monu-
ment to Mexican patriotism
was clouded in controversy
because the monument hon-
ors Six young cadets kiiled at

the hands of American troops
in 1847.

Clinton said he was going to
the monument as a gesture of
respect “President Truman
went there as well ... and [
do not believe the president
of the United States should
decline to go because of what
happened between our coun-
tries a long time ago.”
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| Clinton and Mexico Chief Pledge
_ Joint Effort on Border and Drugs

MEXICO CITY, May 6 — Presi-

R dent Clinton and President Ernesto

Zedillo wrapped up two days of meet-
ings today by signing joint state-
ments on managing the border and
fighting illegal drugs. They empha-
sized close cooperation and shared
goals but proposed no novel strat-
egies or soiutions.

In tone and effect, the statements
nicely capped a series of small-bore

| agreements announced since Mr.

Clinton arrived here Monday night
for the first visit of his Presidency to
a Latin American country. Most of
the agreements seemed more sym-
bolic than substantive on issues from
building bridges over the border to
surveying an endangered species of

. President Clinton and his wife, Hillary, along with President Ernesto .

* Zedillo, reviewing troops during a welcoming ceremony in Mexico City.

By JAMES BENNET

tiny dolphin in the Gulf of California.
They feave unresoived deep differ-
ences over specific issues, including
whether agents from the Drug En-
forcement Administration may car-
ry sidearms in Mexico, as well as
other areas including extradition of
drug traffickers, and trade, environ-
mental and immigration issues.

But Administration officials said
that the agreements, like Mr. Clin-
ton’s visit itself, are aimed at ce-
menting a long-term cooperative re-
lationship, and reassuring Mexico
that the United States regardsitasa
respected partner. The visit comes
after months of acrimonious ex-
changes over drugs that have
stramed relations between the two
countries.

Two months ago, the Administra-
tion and Congress were battling over
whether Mexico deserved ‘‘certifica-
~tion,” or recogmtion that it was co-
operating to fight drug trafficking.
Mexicans regarded that fight as an
assault on their sovereignty, and it
left some so bitter that Jesus Silva
Herzog, the Mexican Ambassador to
Washington, sti!l likes to joke that he
wants to decertify California for its
participation in the drug trade. Dur-

Continued on Page AI0
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ing the visit, both Mr. Clinton and Mr.
Zedillo took pains to underscore
neighborliness and play down divi-
sion.

““No two countries are working to-
gether on more important issues,
with a more direct effect on the lives
of their people, than Mexico and the
United States.”” President Clinton
said in a joint news conference with
Mr. Zedillo here today.

Al a ceremony this morning, Mr.
Zedillo pointediy hailed Mr. Clinton
as “a Iriend who respects Mexico as
a sovereign nation.” And both agree-
ments- signed today make recogni-
tion ol each nation’s sovereignty
their starting point.

‘The tenor of Mr. Clinton’s visit and
of his reception have been strikingly
friendly. He has repeatedly urged
that both countries change their no-
tion of the border as a dividing line.
“We want our border to be ouwr
bond,”” Mr. Clinton said today.

Partly to demonstrate his respect
for Mexican culture, Mr. Clinton
spent two hours on Monday night
with Mr. Zedillo marveling at an-
cient works on display at the Anthro-
pology Museutn here.

Mr. Clinton’s visit, said one Ad-
ministration official, “is more about
building a relativnship that achieves
results than it is about achiceving
those results today.”

Another official said: ““The ant-
Americanism has increased over the
last few months, and we need to deal
with that.”

Whether the American efforts to
placate Mexican sensibilities will
produce progress on drugs and im-
migration remains to be seen.
“There aren’t any real solutions in
here,” acknowledged Gen. Barry
McCaffrey, director of Mr. Clinton’s
anti-drug cfforts, as he held up a
copy of a study calied the “U.S.-
Mexico Bi-National Drug Threat As-
sessinent” that the two governments
rcleased today.

Chapters written by American of-
ficials are specific about the extent

Associated Press

President Clinton and President Ernesto Zedillo of Mexico listened to the reading of joint statements at a news
conference yesterday in Mexico City. They agreed on cooperation on anti-drug efforts and border issues.

of the demand for drugs in the United
States, a factor that the Mexicans
have repeatedly complained goes un-
emphasized. Perhaps in deference to
that sensitivity, Mr. Clinton made
clear today that druig uscis in the
United States are major contributors
to the problem.

“We have less than 5 percent of the
world’s population and we consume
about half the drugs. And we're more
than happy every year, American
citizens, to give billions of dollars
that winds up in the hands of narco-

- traffickers,” he said.

The chapters written by Mexican
officials are vague about the prob-
lem of Governmeni corruption here,
which has not been a subject of
prominent discussion during Mr.
Clinton’s visit. At one point, it does
note that some recent cases, as well

as the dismissal last year of 1,200
police offficials, “indicate that cor-
ruption is widespread in the judicial
and law enforcement system.”

Amenican officials refused to de-
scribe talks over whether American
drug agents would be permitted to
carry sidearms in Mexico.

Asked about that issue at the news
conference, Mr. Zedillo first noted
that the anti-drug declaration signed
today recognizes ‘“‘the absolute re-
spect for the sovereignty and territo-
rial jurisdiction of both Mexico and
the United States.” He then quoted
language committing both Govern-
ments to ‘‘do whatever necessary to
insure the protection of the officials
in charge of enforcing the law.” He
had previously ruled out the notion
that the agents would carry guns.

American officials would not-say

whether that language meant Ameri-
can drug agents would be allowed to
carty guns here. But the Mexican
Attorney General, Jorge Madrazo
Cucliar, said late this afternoon:
“We have not reached any agree-
ment on this issuc.”

Administration officials said that
they had also made no progress on
the issue of **hot pursuit’* — whether
the United States could pursue drug
shipments by sea or ar into Mexico.

Even some of the smaller-scale
initiatives went awry, at least for
today. On Monday night, the State
Department announced that Secre-
tary Madeleine K. Albright would
provide $6 million to help ihe Mexi-
cans train new drug agents. But Mr.
Madrazo said today that he still had
not decided whether to accept the
money. .



THE NEW ORI TIMES

WEDNESDAY, MAY 7, 1997

Barbados, Awaiting Clinton’s Visit Friday, Is All Business, Naturally

By LARRY ROHTER

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados — Ac-
cording to the map and the tourist
brochures, this is the easternmost
country in the Caribbean. But when
Bill Clinton and his staff arrive here
on May 9 for two days of meetings
with the prime ministers of the Eng-
lish-speaking Caribbean, they will be
landing in a place that is not really
interested 1n providing the easygo-
ing, fun-in-the-sun atmosphere for
which the region is known.

“Littic England” is the nickname
that this small island nation 1600
miles southeast of Miami wears with
pride, and not just because most
people attend the Anglican Church
and play cricket, or because the har-
bor police wear umforms that date
from Lord Nelson’s time. In a region
that has made a virtual religion of
relaxation, Barbados stands out as
an island of primness and propriety.

“Letting their hair down is the
very last thing ever on the agenda in
Barbados,"” said Knolly Moses, a vet-
eran Trinidadian journalist who runs
Pan Media Services, an on-line news
agency based in Jamaica. ‘‘Disci-
pline and efficiency always come
first, and so it can take a bit longer to
connect with them precisely because
they arc so straitlaced and obedient
and don’t have the same humor and
joie de vivre.”’

To their ncighbors, Bajans, as the
260,000 natives of this island are
known, are the “‘black Brits,” a term
that can be both compliment and
criticism. Not only do they come

across as more formal, reserved and
inhibited than is generally the rule in
the West Indies, but Bajans are seen
as more tied to the mother country,
its traditions and mores than other
former colonies.

‘‘Maybe I am just buying into ster-
eotypes, but I felt they did have a
greater connection to England,” said
Patrine Archer Straw, a Jamaican
museum curator who grew up in
Britain and recently visited here for

‘Pride and
Industry’is a
nation’s motto
that’s observed.

the first time. '‘There was a certain
quaintness about the place, a staid-
ness, placidity and degree of predict-
ability that you just wouldn't get in
Jamaica.”

Despite the island’s small size and
the somewhat claustrophobic atmos-
phere that comes with a population
density of more than 1,500 people per
square mile, those characteristics,
combined with a well-educated,
churchgoing work force and a low
crime rate, have made Barbados a
prosperous society that is the pre-
ferred location for businesses seek-
ing a Caribbean regional headquar-

ters. "1 knew 1his was Lhe place for
us to be,”” a banker here said only
half-jokingly, *‘when I looked at the
national coat of arms and saw that
their motto is ‘Pride and Industry.” "’

But it may also be possible to
argue that *‘this place is really more
like the Singapore of the Caribbean,”
to use the words of a European diplo-
mat here. Not that this island is
authoritarian: on the contrary, those
in opposition today have been in pow-
er in the past, and there is a press
that delights in criticizing the Gov-
ernment. The point is that this is also
a society that values and emphasizes
orderliness, conformity and re-
straint, even if that means the sacri-
fice of a degree of personal liberty.

And like their counterparts in Sin-
gapore, the various governments
that have been in power here in the
31 years since independence have
been known to dabble in social engi-
neering.

At the moment, for instance, there
is great concern about the incursions
that cocaine and marijuana may be
making among the youth of Barba-
dos. So a new regulation allows stu-
dents to be body-searched for posses-
sion of drugs any time two teachers
agree that sych a physical inspection
is warranted. .

The Government has also taken
umbrage recently at the loud reggae
and soca music that often blares
from vehicles here. Its solution: an
edict ordering the removal of alil
radios from taxis and minibuses,
which are the main source of public

transport.

*Oh but they run such a very tight
ship, those Bajans,” said Royston
Hunte, a Guyanese waiter who has
worked in New York and Toronto as
well as here. ‘It seems they have a
rule to fit any situation you can think
of ™

At the airport, for instance, the
first communication a visitor is like-
ly to encounter is the official notice
warning against the importation of
‘“‘obscene or indecent articles,” while
at the departure lounge the farewell
notice is a proclamation advising
that “it is an offense to open duty-
free packages before boarding air-
craft.”’ In between come the exhorta-
tions to tourists about proper attire
on the beach and in the streets:
‘*Shoes and tops, please.”

When asked what makes their
country so different from its neigh-
bors, Bajans proudly note that alone
among the Caribbean islands Barba-
dos has always remained under the
control of the people who originally
settled here: the white colonists and
black slaves who began arriving in
1625. That means none of the French,
Spanish or Dutch influences visible
in places like St. Lucia or Dominica
are present, only a homogeneous An-
glican culture. Barbados was also
exempted from the waves of Indian
and Chinese migration that began
after slavery was abolished in the
19th century and that have made the
race-based politics of nearby Trini-
dad and Guyana so contentious.

Though nothing in the phlegmatic

response here indicates it, the mere
fact that Mr. Clinton is meeting with
his Caribbean counterparts here is a
triumph for Barbados. After all, it is
Lester Bird, the Prime Minister of
Antigua and Barbuda, who is presi-
dent of the 15-member Caribbean
Community and who, as such, last
December formally invited Mr. Clin-
ton to meet with the prime ministers
of the English-speaking Caribbean.

But protocol notwithstanding, it
would have been a diplomatic em-
barrassment for all involved to hold
a first-ever summit meeting there.
Members of the Bird family and
Government have been implicated in
drug- and gun-running operations,
and recent United States Govern-
ment documents express concern
about “‘a surge in guestionable bank-
ing operations’’ in Antigua and de-
scribe its justice system as ‘‘a weak
link in efforts to combat drug traf-
ficking and money laundering.”

On the other hand, Gearge Wash-
ington actually slept here before he
became President. So did Ronald
Reagan in 1982, when he met briefly
with East Caribbean heads of state
and followed it up with a couple of
restful ‘‘private days" at a resort
here.

‘‘Barbados was the safest choice
and therefore the logical choice’ for

" aregional summit meeting, a senior

official in one Caribbean government
explained recently. “After all, we are
going there to work, not to have fun.”



tae NEw YORK TIMES INTERNATIONAL WEDNESDAY, MAY 7, 1997

Mexican Opposition Leaders

Get to Confer With Clinton

Brief Visits Are a First for a U.S. President

By SAM DILLON

MEXICO CITY, May 6 — Through-
out most of this century, Washington
gave such unqualified backing to
Mexico's governing party that
successive Presidents, from Frank-
lin Roosevelt to George Bush, visited
Mexico without so much as acknowi-
edging that other political parties
existed here.

A dozen years ago, that policy
started to change when John Gavin,
the United States Ambassador, vis-
ited opposition leaders batiling Gov-
ernment-imposed electoral fraud
across northern Mexico, a courtesy
call that raised howls of protest from
the governing Institutional Revolu-
tionary Party, or PRL

Today, President Clinton became
the first chief executive of the United
States to meet with the leaders of
Mexico’s main opposition parties, a
move that seemed to recognize their
full legitimacy. '

Mr. " Clinton’s gesture aroused
mixed reaction. Some academics
and historians characterized his two
15-minute encounters this evening
with the opposition leaders as a polit-
ical landmark. Others called it win-
dow dressing on what they said
amounted to a campaign swing in
favor of President Ernesto Zedillo's
PRI, two months before July 6 na-
tionwide halloting in which the party
could confront its most serious elec-
toral challenge.

“It's regrettable that as Mexico
faces the most crucial elections in
our modern history, President Clin-
ton only has half an hour to spend
with the opposition,”’ said Enrique
Krauze, a Mexican historian. ‘“The
United States has spent 70 years
being friendly with the PRI. It was
the moment to invest more time with
the opposition.”

Mr. Clinton met this evening at his
hotel with the heads of Mexico’s

three main parties: Andrés Manuel
Lépez Obrador of the leftist Party of
the Democratic Revolution, Felipe
Calderdn of the National Action Par-
ty, known as the PAN, and Humberto
Roque Villanueva of the PRI.

Immediately after Mr. Clinton met
with Mr. Calderdn, and was shaking
hands with Mr: Lépez Obrador, a
reporter asked him why he was
meeting with the opposition leaders.

“We support the political reform
process in Mexico,” Mr. Clinton said.
*I do this in other countries I visit —
Russia, Israel. I thought it was im-
portant.”

Mr. Calderén, who went to the

A gesture of support
from the U.S. for

democracy in
Mexico.

meeting accompanied by two mem-
bers of his party, the Governors of
the border states of Chihuahua and
Baja California, told reporters out-
side Mr. Clinton’s hotel after the
meeting, “The simple fact that Clin-
ton has received the representatives
of the most important political par-
ties indicates that political pluralism
is inevitable in Mexico.”

He said Mr. Clinton had assured
him that the United States could
work with a Mexican government
headed by any political party.

The Zedillo administration did not
interfere with Mr. Clinton’s private
visits with the opposition leaders.
But in the streets, the authorities
tried to keep dissidents out of view
throughout his visit.

On Monday, the police arrested 14
members of a debtors’ association
trying to stage a hunger strike out-
side the concert hall that Mr. Clinton
was visiting tonight. On Tuesday,
men who said they were plainclothes
officers detained the leader of a so-
cialist group at his office, hours be-
fore he was to lead a street protest,
and hundreds of riot policemen dis-
persed would-be demonstrators
along the Paseo de la Reforma, the
capital’s main boulevard, permitting
no groups to gather,

Sergio Aguayo, a political scientist
at the Colegio de Mexico, said Mr.
Clinton’s meetings with the opposi-
tion parties, however brief, marked a
significant policy shift that wouid,
among other results, reassure in-
vestors who might otherwise be jit-
tery about an opposition victory in
the July congressional elections.

‘‘Maybe the era of total and abso-
lute support for the PRI has ended,”
Mr. Aguayo said. ‘“That’s not entire-
ly clear yet, becausc a 15-minute
meeting doesn’t change a poiicy
that’s lasted for seven decades. But
it’s a sign that Washington thinks
these parties have legitimacy.”

Jorge Castafieda, author of a book
on United States-Mexico relations,
said Mr. Clinton’s gesture to the op-
position was ‘‘a fake way of doing
democratization” because “Clin-
ton’s visit is essentially a campaign
visit on behalf of the PRI.”

‘‘He comes here and says all these
wonderful things about how lucky
Mexico is to have a guy like Zedillo,”
Mr. Castaneda said, ‘‘all two months
before elections. Imagine if Clinton
had visited Britain two months be-
fore their elections and had gone
around with John Major, saying nice
things about him, and in the end took
15 minutes to shake hands with Tony
Blair.”
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Clinton: U.S. Shares Blame
For Drug Trade With Mexico

By Peter Baker

and John Ward Anderson
Washington Post Staff Writers

MEXICO CITY, May 6—Presi-
dent Clinton formally opened his
first state visit to Mexico today with
a concerted effort to ease strained
relations, acknowledging that the
United States must also shoulder
blame for the bilateral drug crisis
and pledging to help rebuild Mexi-
co’s corruption-tainted anti-drug op-
erations.

“Let’'s be frank here, among
friends,” the president said at a joint
news conference with Mexican Pres-
ident Emesto Zedillo. “On the Amer-
ican side ... we have less than 5
percent of the world’s population,
and we consume about half the
drugs. And we’re more than happy
every year, American citizens, to
give billions of dollars that winds up
in the hands of narco-terrorists.
That'’s our big problem.”

In both words and symbols, Clin-
ton went out of his way to express
respect for Mexico’s leadership and
national sovereignty, plainly re-

sponding to the bitter resentment in
many quarters here over recent at-
tempts in Washington to punish
Mexico for not doing more to stem
the flow of narcotics across the bor-
der.

The drug war dominated the be-
ginning of Clinton’s stay here on a
day when participants labored to re-
main as sunny as the Mexican
weather, Words like “cooperation”
and “partnership” were the descrip-
tions of choice on both sides. With
the flourish of a Cold War arms con-
trol treaty ceremony, Clinton and
Zedillo signed a “Declaration of the
Mexican-U.S. Alliance Against
Drugs” committing both nations to

See CLINTON, A24,Col. 1
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President Clinton and Mexican President Emesto Zedillo greet flag-waving children during visit to Mexico Clty.

Clinton Acknowledges U.S. Plays Role
In Exacerbating Illegal Drug Trade

CLINTON, From Al

escalate their joint campaign to shut
down the pipeline of marijuana, co-
caine and heroin into the southern
United States.

Yet neither the leaders nor the
declaration offered manv clues to
how they would accomplish that. In-
stead, the three-page document laid
out 16 general goals such as improv-
ing interdiction efforts and enhanc-
ing training programs, and the two
presidents assigned their aides to
continue meeting and produce a
strategy by the end of the year.

Among the more specific goals will

be the negotiation of an agreement
outlawing firearms trafficking
throughout the Western Hemisphere
and new extradition rules that wouid
allow drug dealers to be tried in both
the United States and Mexico even
before they have compieted their sen-
tence in one or the other.
- The two nations apparently did
manage to settle a dispute over the
ability of U.S. Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration agents to carry handguns
for their own protection while in Mex-
ico. Although Zedillo said last week he
would not allow such sidearms, U.S.
officials privately said they reached a
wink-and-nod agreement that the ban
will not be vigorously enforced.

Clinton's attention to Mexican sen-
sibilities follows a raucous debate
back home over his decision to certify
that Zedillo's government remains a
cooperating partner in the drug war.
The arrest of Zedillo's chief counter-
narcotics official sparked a revolt in
Congress among Republicans and
border-state legislators, many of
whom considered that the final proof
that corruption has overtaken Mexi-
co’'s law enforcement apparatus. But
legislation overturning Clinton’s deci-
sion ultimately was defeated.

Mexico fired 1,200 police officers
inl now faces the task of re-
constructing its anti-drug agency.

Zedillo praised Clinton as a friend
of Mexico and chastised critics “on
both sides of our border” who “pre-
fer recrimination rather than con-
structive cooperation,”

“Now we are able to prove that in
peace and in respect, in cooperation,
Mexico and the United States will be
much more successful than through
il will and reproachment,” he said
during a meeting in Los Pinos, the
Mexican White House.

Following meetings with Mexican
officials that involved nearly half of
his cabinet, Clinton visited the Altar
to the Nation, a memorial popularly
known as the Boy Heroes Monument
because it honors six young cadets
who in 1847 chose to die rather than
surrender to invading U.S. troops in
the Mexican-American War.

By laying a wreath at the monu-
ment 150 years later, aides said
Clinton was trying to demonstrate
his respect for Mexican sovereignty.

In a bow to the increasing role of
political opposition in a country ruled
by the same party for seven dec-
ades, Clinton also broke with tradi-
tion by meeting privately with lead-
ers of Mexico's two leading
opposition parties, the center-right
National Action Party and the leftist
Democratic Revolutionary Party.

The meetings came two months
before midterm elections in which
Zedillo’s ruling Institutional Revolu-
tionary Party (PRI) faces the possi-
bility of losing its majority in Mexi-

‘co’s lower house. Opposition leaders

pushed for the meetings to prevent
the PRI from using Clinton’s visit as
an apparent endorsement, and U.S.
officials wanted to signal their neu-
trality in Mexico's domestic politics.
The capstone of the day, though,
and indeed the entire three-day trip,
was the release by the two presi-
dents of a joint assessment of the
threat that drug trafficking and con-
sumption present to both countries.
The 109-page report offers little

new information but is an ambitious
effort to take a snapshot of trafficking
trends and organizations, street pric-
es, consumption and seizure data for
drugs in both the United States and
Mexico. Officials said the report,
which may be issued annually, will set
a benchmark that can be used to
judge the success or failure of future
efforts to combat the drug problem.

In keeping with Clinton’s com-
ments, the report tries to smooth
over disagreements by conceding
the roles both nations have played in
fueling the drug plague.

Mexico, for instance, for the first
time acknowledged that drug mafias
in its territory control most of the
trade of methamphetamine in the
United States, and admits its finan-
cial system plays a key role in the
laundering of drug money.

The United States acknowledged
that it is the main conduit of illegal
arms into Mexico. More important,
the United States fully admitted that
its demand for drugs is the key ele-
ment in fueling the illegal trade and
official corruption in Mexico.

At the same time, the document
states that “drug trafficking orgami-
zations in Mexico are far from exer-
cising political control” and that the
illicit drug trade does not have an
impact on Mexico's. economy. In
fact, according to reports from law
enforcement investigators, drug
trafficking has penetrated the high-
est levels of government in Mexico,
while independent analysts say iile-
gal drugs are the country’'s top
source of foreign currency.

The document also states that
“drug-related corruption is not a sys-
temic problem” in the United States,
despite growing evidence of wide-
spread complicity of U.S. law en-
for  ent officials with drug traf-
fickers along the border.
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Rubin Abruptly
Leaves Mexico

For Washington

By Clay Chandler
Washington Post Staff Writer

Treasury Secretary Robert E. Rubin abruptly
cut short a high-profile trip to Mexico yesterday
and returned to Washington to attend to what a
spokesman described as “pressing Treasury De-
partment business.”

The spokesman, Treasury Assistant for Public
Affairs Howard Schioss, said the sudden change
in Rubin’s schedule was not prompted by financial
cnses at home or overseas, nor did it reflect any
changes in the health of Rubin or his family.

“There is no crisis,” Schloss said.

Rubin, who traveled to Mexico City with Presi-
dent Clinton and a delegation of other senior ad-
ministration officials, was scheduled attend a
state dinner last night and deliver a speech at the
U.S.-Mexico Chamber of Commerce today. In-
stead, he returned to Washington last night.

Although he joined the administration from
Goldman Sachs & Co., a prestigious Wall Street
investment bank with operations and clients
around the world, Rubin is famed for his aversion
both to foreign travel and public ceremony.

But it 1s highly unusual for a cabinet secretary
to suddenly cancel his participation in a state visit
to a major allv—especially one as sensitive as
Mexico is to perceived U.S, slights.

U.S.-Mexico relations have been strained re-
cently by the U.S. implementation of tough new
restrictions on immigrants and congressional ef-
forts to suspend Mexico's certification as a reli-
able U.S., ally in the war against illegal drugs.

When the Mexican peso collapsed in 1995,
Rubin pushed forcefully for a U.S. financial res-
cue package that helped the government avert
default. When Congress failed to support the ad-
ministration’s original bailout proposal. Rubin
found a way to extend to Mexico short-term loans
without congressional approval by tapping an ob-
scure fund controlled by Treasury.

Mexico repaid its borrowings from the Trea-
sury earlier this year, ahead of schedule.
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U.S., Mexico Reach Accords Meant
To Increase Trade Under NAFTA

By Thomas W. Lippman
Washmgton Post Statf Writer

MEXICO CITY, May 6—The United States and Mex-
ico announced today a package of agreements to resolve
lingering cross-border trade disputes and increase com-
merce under the North American Free Trade Agree-
ment.

By clearing away regulatory disputes and disagree-
ments over agricultural inspections, the agreements
should stimulate trade in agricultural products and intro-
duce U.S. investment capital into the Mexican electric
power market, officials said.

Mexico is already the United States’ third-largest
trading partner, with volume approaching $150 billion a
year, and according to White House counselor Thomas
F. “Mack” McLarty, the Clinton administration’s point
man on hemispheric trade, that figure is rapidly heading
upward. By 2010, McLarty said today, U.S. trade with
Latin America will exceed its trade with the European
Union and Japan combined.

President Clinton hailed the agreements as further
proof that “NAFTA has worked. There are some people
still who assert in the United States that it has not, but it
has.”

NAFTA is still regularly denounced by organized labor
and some prominent members of Congress, but Clinton
gave those critics no comfort today. “If you compare
what has happened in the last three years with what hap-
pened the last time Mexico had some economic distress,”
he said, “you will see that American exports have fared
much better and the Mexican economy has come back
much quicker and much stronger and NAFTA is clearly
partly responsible for that.” '

Under one agreement in today’s package, Mexico has
accepted the reliability of Florida's program to eradicate
canker in citrus fruit and will permit imports of Florida
citrus. That should a produce $2 million a vear in exports
“in the near term,” according to a White House “fact
sheet.” :

At the same time, the U.S. Department of Agriculture
“has concluded that the Mexicali valley is a pest-free ar-
ea,” allowing Mexican wheat to be imported into the
United States, the White House said.

The Agniculture Department also has designated the
Mexican state of Sonora as “low risk” for hog cholera.
“Such a designation will allow for tmports of fresh and
frozen pork from this region,” the White House said.

One issue of particular sensitivity to Mexico that ap-
parently was not resolved is access to U.S. highways for
long-haul Mexican trucks, which U.S. officials regard as
mechanically unsafe polluters. However, Clinton, Mexi-
can President Ernesto Zedillo and senior officials of both
countries said today that they are determined to work as
partners on all issues dividing the two countries, includ-
ing transportation.
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Clinton and Mexican President Zedillo
Sign Accord to Intensify War on Drugs

MEXICO CITY — In a summit dom-
nated by concerns about drug trafficking
and immigration, President Clinton and
his Mexican counterpart, Ernesto Zedillo.
announced a series of accords aimed at

By Wall Street Journal staff re-
porters Craig Torres, Dnanne Solis and
Michacl K. Frisby.

improving the often-tense relationship be-
tween the two countries.

Cabinet-level working groups reached
11 bilateral agreements on everything
from studying en- o
dangered species in
the Gulf of Mexico, /i
to expanding schol- *
arship programs for ‘&Y
Mexicans, to fund- ¥ -
ing water-treat-
ment plants along
the U.S.-Mexican
border. But the
most important 1s-
sues on President
Clinton’s first state 2
visit here were
drugs and immugra-
tion.

Both leaders signed a joint narcotics
combat plan calling for more U.S. drug
agents at the border, broader cooperation
on money-laundering investigations and
more U.S. funds for aircraft and training of
Mexican drug agents. The plan is comple-
mented by a study that describes in detail
the nature of the U.S.-Mexico drug prob-
lem, laying both blame and praise
squarely on both countries. (Related arti-
cle on page Al4.)

President Clinton is the first U.S. head
of state to visit Mexico in nearly 20 vears.
The two leaders used the event to firm up
numerous dialogues that have developed
between the two countries following the
North American Free Trade Agreement.

Also, last night, Mr. Clinton met with
leaders of the two Mexican opposition
parties, who discussed issues ranging from
drug trafficking to economic growth;
White House officials acknowledged that
the Mexicans also raised concerns about
whether the coming elections would be
fair. The president urged them to partici-
pate and take advantage of the new era of
reforms.

Bill Clinton

Many of the accords reached vesterday
simplyv pushed forward severai topics that
have aireadv been in the works for months.
A vear ago. for example. the U.S. and
Mexico signed a memorandum of under-
standing to allow consular access to cer-
tain types of immigrants, such as pregnant
women and minors. This week's working
group agreed to review consuiar issues.
and develop a broader study of immigra-
tion 1ssues.

N0 two countries are working on more
issues with a direct effect on their peoples
than Mexico and the U.S.." said President
Clinton.

Both leaders indicated that the top-pri-
ority problem is drug trafficking, but
the effort is complicated bv Mexico's
sovereignty concerns. For instance, the
U.S. State Department offered Mexico
S6 million tor its fight against narcotics.
but in a news conference Mexicin Atllor-
ney General Jorge Madrazo suid the offer
would be 'studied to see if it fits within the
framework’ of the drug-combat accord.

Mexico and the U.S. also failed to
specifv whether Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration agents would be allowed to
carry sidearms in Mexico, a longstanding
request by the U.S. Last week. President
Zedillo emphatically told foreign reporters
that there can be "no further discus-
sion” of that request. In yesterday's news
conference, officials said an agreement
had been reached to protect U.S. drug
agents. but neither side would elaborate.

Indeed. the issue of arming agents is so
sensitive that National Security Adviser
Samuel Berger said that talking publicly
about it would onlv hurt Washington's
chances to resolve the issue.

U.S. officials were careful to admit that
drug consumption in the U.S. remains &
critical 1ssue in the
drug fight. *We rec-
ognize that the $50
billion our U.S. citi-
zens spend on co-
calne, heroin, meth-
amphetamine, ma-
rijuana and other
drugs are a major
part of the equation
whose sum is crime,

4 corruption and
death.” said Gen.
Barry McCaffrey,

the U.S. drug czar.

On tne positive
side. the U.S. and Mexico agreed to sim-
plify intormation transfers in money-laun-
dering cases: a White House spokesman
said that an agreement was reached to add
DEA agents along the border to work in
"“task forces" with Mexican counterparts.
Similarly, Mexican agents will be crossing
the U.S. border more frequently to work
with U.S. agents.

Despite glowing public statements
about the U.S.-Mexican relationship.
White House officials expressed concern
about whether the Mexican government
can in fact root corruption out of its
institutions.

Ernesto Zedillo
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Clinton Fumbles an American Alhance

By EnwARD SCHUMACHER

In December 1994, 34 heads of state
meeting in Miami pledged to negotiate a
Free Trade Area of the Americas by 2005.
Only Cuba, the hemisphere’s lone dicta-
torship, wasn't represented. An extraor-
dinary new era seemed in the making, al-
lowing the U.S. to achieve what presi-
dents from Thomas Jefferson to FDR and
JFK to Ronald Reagan have recognized
as our paramount interest: to cement
free-market democracy throughout the
region.

But as President Clinton makes his first
official visit to Latin America, the question
arises: Why does he seem so intent on
snatching defeat from the jaws of victory?
The dream of ending the region’s cycle of
revolutions, interventions and insecurity
has steadily slipped as Mr. Clinton has al-
lowed U.S. leadership to be usurped by
small-mindedness in this country and
challenged by rumblings of resurgent na-
tionalisms to the south.

Reforms’ Strength

Part of the irony is that even on narrow
pocketbook grounds, Latin America is
growing ever more critical to the U.S. The
region, which absorbs some 18% of U.S. ex-
ports, is our fastest-growing export mar-
ket. For all the trumpeting of East Asia,
it's often overlooked that Brazil's economy
is roughly the size of China’s, Mexico's the
size of South Korea's, and Argentina’s the
size of Taiwan's.

Contrary to the expectiations of many,
the international economic crisis caused
by the Mexican peso devaluation, just one
week after the Miami summit, proved not
the weakness of the region’s economic re-
forms, but their strength. Free-market re-
forms were introduced in the 1980s after
two centuries of mercantile statism inher-
ited from the Spanish crown and 50 years
of import substitution inherited from
Marxism ended in a foreign debt debacle.

Out of the ashes of the lost decade grew.

privatization, deregulation, free trade and
other such measures.

The Mexican devaluation sent much of
the region into a tailspin. But no govern-
ment reversed field; indeed, the region
has ~~ntinued liberalizing labor laws, sell-

ing state companies and introducing pri-
vate pension schemes. Growth in the re-
gion returned to 3.5% last year, inflation
continued dropping, reaching 11%, and
budget deficits averaged only 1.5%, ac-
cording to the Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank.

Investors have responded. Private cap-
ital flows to the region totaled $74 billion
last year, up 37% from the year before, ac-
cording to the World Bank. Even more im-
portant, the growth of foreign direct in-
vestment never wavered through the de-
valuation shock, reaching $26 billion last
year, up from $8 billion in 1990.

tivist anti-immigration campaigning—
thus provoke popular opposition to free-
market democracy. Second, with the
world's largest market and the common
trade currency, U.S. policies are held up as
examples throughout the region.

And so what is the U.S. doing?

The most closely watched signal of U.S.
intentions is whether the administration
gets “fast-track” authority to add Chile to
the North American Free Trade Agree-
ment. Despite its promises to Chile, the ad-
ministration has not even presented a fast-
track bill to Congress. Tired of waiting, the
proud Chileans have turned to negotiating

Despite Mr. Clinton’s usual rhetorical power, he has
never spun dreams of a united hemisphere.

But all that is not enough. At the popu-
lar level, the region is caught in a race be-
tween expectations and benefits. Forty
percent of the region’s population receives
only 10% of its annual income, the worst in-
come distribution in the world. Latin
America needs growth in the range of 6%
to 8% to make serious social headway, but
only Chile has consistently been in that
league. Growth in Brazil and Mexico is re-
stricted by tight monetary policies de-
signed to wring mwore inflation {rom their
economies. Across the region, inflexible
labor markets, poor education, corruption,
shaky judiciaries, ineffective tax regimes
and weak financial regulations are among
the fundamental bottlenecks.

The risk of a coup is low everywhere,
but democracy remains to be fully consol-
idated. Witness the comic opera events in
Ecuador: Last year it elected Abdala “El
Loco” Bucaram, who due to corruption and
a failure to meet his promises was sum-
marily ousted this year by a populist Con-
gress ignoring the country’s Constitution.
Strikes, meanwhile, have grown more
tense in Argentina. A left-wing populist is
the leading candidate for mayor of Mexico
City.

How does the U.S. fit into all this? Two
ways. First, many Latin Americans iden-
tify capitalism and [ree markets with the
U.S. Provocative 11.S. actions—like na-

deals with the European Union and Mer-
cosur, a bloc that includes Argentina,
Brazil, Uruguay and Paraguay.

President Bush used trade preferences
to bring some stability to the most conflic-
tive part of the hemisphere, Central Amer-
ica and the Caribbean. After Nafta gave
Mexican exports even better access to the
U.S. and attracted factories away from the
Caribbean basin, President Clinton
promised parity. Congress, however, has
refused to go along. ’

Mr. Clinton has backpedaled on Nafta,
too. Seeking the votes of affected con-
stituencies during last year’s election, his
administration forced Mexico's tomato
growers to raise prices, imposed stiff tar-
iffs on its brooms and restricted its truck-
ers driving across the border.

The Helms-Burton law, designed to tar-
get Fidel Castro, has had the opposite ef-
fect of reinforcing his support at home
while alienating the rest of the hemi-
sphere. The law brazenly gives the U.S. ju-
risdiction to try foreign companies that
use property Mr. Castro’s government ex-
propriated from U.S. companies and citi-
zens, even those who weren't citizens at
the time. Mr. Clinton thus allows the polit-
ically potent Cuban-American community

to prevail over free-trade principle, inter-

national law and U.S. diplomacy.
Latin Americans resent no other U.S.

policy more than “decertification” of
countries not doing enough to combat
drugs. The U.S. has the right to react
against individual corrupt foreign offi-
cials who help allow our children access to
drugs. But decertification condemns an
entire country, and fails to recognize that
we are unable to stop our own demand for
drugs, as well as the returning flows of
money and arms that terrorize Latin
America. As a result, the policy has be-
come counterproductive.

By abdicating leadership, Mr. Clinton
has allowed Congress and the assistant
secretary of state for narcotics affairs to
run our Latin American policy. Brazil has
stepped into the vacuum with a managed-
trade formula for making Mercosur a bloc
that flexes its own muscle as much as it
works to unite the hemisphere.

Bean Counter’s Approach

Despite Mr. Clinton’s usual rhetorical
power, he has never spun dreams of a
united hemisphere. In selling Nafta, he
chose instead a bean counter’s focus on the
number of jobs that would be created. He
was stuck with that definition of the na-
tional interest when the Mexican economy
collapsed and a cheap peso led to a flood of
Mexican imports. Few would deny that
Nafta has been a boon [or both countries,
yet the bean counters continue their short-
sighted debate.

Mr. Clinton, who is scheduled to visit
Argentina and Brazil in October and at-
tend a follow-up pan-American summit in
Santiago, Chile, next year, has said that
this will be the year he focuses on Latin
America. He might then take a page from
Europe. When Spain and Portugal joined
the European Community in 1986, the two
Iberian countries were developing eco-
nomically and politically much as Ar-
gentina and Chile are today. By including
the two countries, the Europeans sought
above all to cement Iberian democracy.
And look at their success today. To borrow
from an earlier epoch. the Europeans had
the vision thing, and it was the politics,
stupid.

Mr. Schumacher is managing editor of
The Wall Street Journal Americas.
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U.S., Mexico Strike Deals
on Sensitive Border Issues

m Diplomacy: Clinton visit is occasion for signing of
agreements to address drug trafficking, illegal migration.

By ELIZABETH SHOGREN
TIMES STAFF WRITER

MEXICO CITY—On a day full of
pomp and optimism, Presidents Bill
Clinton and Ernesto Zedillo on
Tuesday signed two key agree-
ments—one promising a joint strat-
egy in the war on drugs by the end
of the year and another pledging to
reduce the vexing problems of crime
and illegal migration along the
2,000-mile U.S.-Mexican border.

Despite recent tensions between
the two nations over immigration,
drugs and other cross-border
problems, the presidents stressed
the positive developments in the
relationship and declared a new era
of collaboration in th; drug war.

“I believe that this government

is trying to work with us,” Clinton
said at a news conference on the
grounds of Los Pinos, the presiden-
tial palace. “And I believe that the
chances of our succeeding in deal-
ing with our problems, and the
chances of their succeeding in

® TOUCHY SUBJECT
Presidents sign blunt statement
on nations’ drug problems. A35

dealing with their problems, are
dramatically heightened if we
work together.”

There were plenty of festivities
on the first full day of Clinton’s state
visit to this capital —his first, and the
first by any U.S. president in almost

Please see MEXICO, A34
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two decades. In the morning, he
and First Lady Hillary Rodham
Clinton were welcomed with a
21-cannon salute and a parade
with marching honor guards,
horses pulling antique artillery,
and bands playing both nations’
anthems. Evening events included
an efaborate state dinner.

Clinton and his host heaped
complifnents on each other. Zedillo
acclaimed Clinton as a ‘“‘good
friend of Mexico; Clinton returned
the praise, calling Zedillo a
“trusted friend” and admiring his
“bold leadership.”

linton’s trip Lo Mexico is the
highlight of a weeklong Latin
America tour, which will include a
summit with Central American
leaders in Costa Rica and a confer-
ence with Caribbean leaders in
Barbados. Mexico, a back-burner
foreign policy concern during the
Cold War. has emerged as one of
the United States’ most important
foreign policy priorities.
Demonstrating how integral re-
lations between the United States
and Mexico have become, Clinlon
was accompanied in Mexico City by
most members of his Cabinet, who
arrived Monday to work with their
Mexican counterparts on an array
of issues from the environment to
trade to bridge building.
“No two countries are working
together on more important issues.

with a more direct effect on the lives
of their people than Mexico and the
United States,” Clinton said.

Mexican Foreign Minister Jose
Angel Gurria Trevino stressed dur-
ing a high-level meeting Tuesday
that relations between Mexico and
the United States have changed
from “aloofness to commitment.”

At a news conference later,
Gurria noted: “There have never
been high-level written documents
by the presidents of Mexico and the
United States on the themes of
drugs and immigration in which
both leaders had set out their
philosophies.”

The central .issue Tuesday was
clearly the two nations' efforts to
work together against the flow of
illegal drugs across the border.

The United States is the largest
illegal drug market in the world—
consuming $49 billion worth a
year—and many of those drugs
pass through Mexico.

The leaders accepted a rcport
assessing the drug threat to both
nations and signed a document
declaring a new “Mexican/U.S. al-
liance against drugs.” The report
included a concession by the U.S.
that the United States is the largest
source of illegal arms shipments to
Mexico.

Clinton and Zedillo also ordered
their respective cabinets to devise
a common counter-drug strategy,
including implementation plans
that are mutually reinforcing.

A contentious issue between the
two countries has been a dispute
over whether U.S. Drug Enforce-
ment Administration agents can
carry arms in Mexico. Both Zedillo
and {1 S. officials said the disagree-
ment had been resolved and the
security of law enforcement per-
sonnel on both sides will be en-
sured. Mexico opposes the arming
of US. agents on its turf as a
violation of its sovereignty; both
sides refused to specify the me-
chanics of the agreement.

Mexican Atty. Gen. Jorge Mad-
razo Cuellar said later that his
office is studying ways to provide
security to the U.S. agents without
violating Mexican sovereignty.

Madrazo stressed that while the
meelings were full of promise,
much work remains to accomplish
the lofty goals. “This isn't magic,”
he said fater. “But no one said this
was a magical visit.”

Anolher prickly issue has been
the effect of new U.S. immigra-
tion and welfare laws on Mexican
nationals in the United States. The
joint statement on migration signed
by Clinton and Zedillo represented
an effort by both countries to better
manage migration and o increasc
the dialogue on related issues.
Mcxicans are worried that the
new immigration laws will lead to
mass deportations from the U.S. of
illegal immigrants. During the press
conference, Clinton made assur-

-here will “be no mass
s and no discrimination.”

ances th:
deportati

Recer  welfare reforms made
legal it aigrants ineligible for
most fc s of federal assistance,

but Clir on stressed that under a
budget .grecment he reached with
Congre.s last week many of those
benefits will be restored.

Later in the day, Clinton met
with several opposition political
figures—the first time a visiting
U.S. head of state has had such an
opportunity here. Mexico is in po-
litical transition to democracy after
nearly seven decades of one-party
rule. Clinton said he arranged the
meeting “‘because we support the
political reform process in Mexico.”

He also paid homage to one of
the most enduring legends in Mexi-
can history when he stood silently
before a wreath at the monument
to the Child {{erocs.

According to legend, six military
cadets wrapped themselves in a
Mexican flag and leaped to their
deaths when they realized they
could no longer stop U.S. Marines
from taking Chapullepec hill in
Mexico City during the Mexican
War in 1847.

Modern rescarch has cast doubt
on the story, but it is an emotional
onc for Mexicans, who are com-
memorating the 150th anniversary
of their defeat by the Americans,
and Clinton’s homage to the Child
Heroes apparently was intended as
an act of friendship.

Associated Press

F :sident Ciinton, Mexico's Ernesto Zedillo after signing drug pact.

Acauwhilc, on Mexico Cily's
s.reets Tuesday, riol police cor-
doned off an area around the U.S.
Embassy. where dozens of citizen
groups had plained an afternoon
demonstiation.

An -pinicii poll published by
Mexice Cilys Relorma newspaper
Tucsday showed that 48% of the
Mexican citizens surveyed had at
least a favorable impression of

Clinton, compared with 35% who
had negative opinions about him.

Of the United States in general,
though, just 37% of respondents
sard they had at least a favorable
view, wihile 527 said they saw
America either unfavorably or
very unfavorably.

Times staff writers Mark Fineman,
Stanley Melsler and Mary Beth Sherl-
dan contribnted to this report.



Clinton, Zedillo tiptoe

toward easing tensions

By Paul de la Garza

TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

MEXICO CITY—President Clin-
ton and his Mexican counterpart.
Ernesto Zedillo Ponce de Leon. set
out Tuesday to prove their border
is a bond and not a barrier. and
they pledged {o cooperate in the
fight against drug traffickers and
illegal immaigration.

In his first visit to Mexico, Clin-
ton heaped praise on America’s
southern neighbor and with Zedillo
signed modest measures to lower
tensions along the 2,000-mile fron-
tier.

An agreement on narcotics that
was long on symbolism and short
on details gave the Zedillo and
Clinton Cabinets until the end of
the year to complete a common
drug strategy in 16 specific areas.
including money-laundering, extra-
dition and gun-running.

In a heartfelt concession, Clinton
acknowledged that the interna-
tional drug trade is fueled by high
U.S. demand for marijuana and
cocaine, and that while this illegal

consumption may rend the fabric
of American life, the people of
Latin America aiso suffer from the
violent grip of drug lords.

“We in the United States know
we have to reduce our demand,”
Clinton said.

Clinton and Zedillo also signed a
joint declaration that gives each
country the right to guard its bor-
ders. so long as it does it legally
and humanely. The immigration
agreement calls for new check-
points and bridges. as well as a
redoubled effort “to work together
on migrant trafficking, protecting
the rights of migrants and remov-
ing criminal aliens.”

The language of the accord was
crafted carefully to honor Mexico's
concerns that immigrants’ rights
are violated in the U.S. and an
American desire to stanch the flow
of illegal immigrants.

“Let us reach across our com-
mon frontier to embrace our
tomorrows together—to enter the
21st Century as valued partners

SEE MEXICO, BACK PAGE



Mexico turns on

charm for Clintons

Underneath the
public shows for
Presidentand
Mrs. Clinton
were tensions
over immigration
and drugs, the
latter prompting

him to admit U.S. habits fuel trafficking.

*ONTINUED FROM PaGe 1

ad rusted friends.” Clinton said
. a4 welcoming ceremony.

Clinton said he was delighted
‘2> be 1in Mexico. calling the
ation’s citizens “'a great and
rvod people who have given so
auch to the world.”

Throughout a day spent under
srilliant skies, words like
‘respect” and “cooperation” dom-
inated the two presidents’

arks. as each sought to por-

the U.S.-Mexico relationship

partnership of equals that

ires shared responsibility to
Lring bountiful benefits to both.

Clinton’s comments also sought
to ease tensions within Mexico.
where many view the American
.tebate over certifying Mexico as
1 partner in the war on drugs, as
~ell as the festering issue of ille-
g4l immgration. as a challenge to
Mexican sovereighty and the
Ingitumacy ot its government.

For his part. Zedillo repeatedly
called Clinton a “good friend of
“lexico,” ignoring the fact that
inis American president was the
Jirst 1n recent memory not to set
ivot tn Mexico during his first
term.

Zedillo thanked Clinton for his
help during the peso crisis three
vears ago. when Clinton helped
:ave the Mexican economy by
wrehestrating a controversial
nuitibillion-dollar loan package.
The loan has been repaid.

About a dozen protesters were
arrested outside the American
©inbassy on Monday as Clinton
r.egan his weeklong tour of Latin
America. On Tuesday, as hun-
dreds of Mexican soldiers
zuarded the compound. the
sireels were quiet, although peo-
ple had plenty to say.

Omar Carborell Garcia, 21, a
muslc student, said he opposed
‘he Clinton visit because of the
wav Americans treat Mexicans.

“1 don't like the idea that the
oresident of Mexico receives Clin-
‘on with open arms,” Carborell
said. "When some of us reach the
17 S.. they treat us badly.”

“stevan Barrera, 45, a carpen-

lisagreed.

> he sat on a bench 1n front of
.¢ embassy, reading a newspa-
»er in search of work. Barrera
-aid the U.S. president’'s visit
suid onlv strengthen the rela-
~.onship between the neighbors.

“If there are divisions between
:wo countries on one continent.
.hen where will it end?” Barrera
said. "Without friendship, you
-an’'t have benetlts like jobs, tour-
‘m. commerce. Just by coming to

Mexico. (Clinton] shows himself
as a friend of Mexico.”

According to U.S. and Mexican
officials, that is exactly the image
they want Clinton, who enjoys
high popularity in Mexico. to con-
vey. They want to show Mexico
that the U.S. considers it a drug
ally and a valued trade parmer.

Indeed, since the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement was
implemented in 1994, trade
between the two countries has
increased more than 60 percent,
or $150 billion a year. Zedtillo
said. Mexico 1s America's third-
largest trading partmer.

Officials on both sides worry
that finger-pointing can only
aggravate the problems facing
both nations. including drug traf-
ficking.

Earlier this year. Mexicans

President Clinton and his Mexican counterpart, Emesto Zedillo Ponce de Leon, watk past U.S. flag-waving
children at a welcoming for the Amencan Tuesday in Mexico City. Clinton is popular in Mexico.

were outraged when Congress
tried to overrule Clinton's deci-
sion to certify Mexico as an ally
in the drug war.

A push to decertify Mexico
gained momentum 1n Congress
after Mexico disclosed that its
drug czar, a Mexican army gen-
eral, had been arrested in a drug
scandal

The latest rift involves the U.S.
demand that agents from the
Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion be allowed to carry firearms
in Mexico. a request Mexicans
say threatens their sovereignty.
Last week, Zedillo rejected the
request.

At the joint news conference.
Zedillo from the drug decla-
ration statement, which says “the
governments will do whatever
necessary to ensure the protec-

tion of the officials in charge of
enforcing the law.”

As he has in the past, Clinton
came to Zedillo's defense, remind-
ing reporters that the US,, with 5
percent of the world's population,
consumes half the world’s drugs.

“And we're more than happy
every year, American citizens, to
give billions of dollars that wind
up wn the hands of narco-traffick-
ers,” Clinton said.

Last year. the president added.
200 Mexican law enforcement offi-
cials died in the line of duty,
“and it seems to me that their
lives alone are evidence that we
ought to be working to cooper-
ate.”

In advance of the Clinton visit,
Mexico announced that it was
dismantling its main drug
enforcement agency and replacing

AP photo
With a polite handshake. Zedillo weicomes Clinton at a military presentation in the moming while First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton applauds.

it with a smaller group of trusted
agents. .

Despite protests in Mexico
against the newly implemented
immgration law, Zedillo praised
Clinton.

‘“The Mexican government
appreciates the sensitivity of Presi-
dent Clinton in terms of the Mexi-
cans' rights and the dignity of
Mexicans in his country.” he said.

Clinton addressed a concern of
the Mexican peopie regarding the
new law, declaring that there wiil
be no mass deportations.

Tuesday afternoon. Clinton paxd
his respects at the Ninos Herves
monument, which honors teenag-
ers who died in a U.S. invasion
150 years ago. The president also
met with members of opposition
groups before attending a state
dinner at the National Palace.



(hicago Jxibune

FouNDED JuNe 10. 1847

ScotT C. SMITH. Publisher

N. Do~ WycLivr, Editorial Page Editor
JAMES O'SHEA. Depury Managing Fditor: News

R. BRUCE DOLD. Deputy Editorial Page Editor

HowARD A. TYNER. Editor

AXNN MARIE LIPINSKL, Managing Editor
GEROULD KERN. Deputy Managing Editor Features
F. RICHARD CICCONE. Associate Editor

26 Section 1 N S WC D L NwW Sw

Wednesday, May 7, 1997

MacNelly’s view

Editorials

Boosting democracy in Mexico

While seismologists keep an wary eye on Popocatép-
etl, the towering volcano outside Mexico City that
recently came back to life, political analysts in the
Mexican capital are watching, just as intently, the
July mayoral election.

Pollsters predict a resounding defeat for the ruling
Institutional Revolutionary Party, or PRI Such a
development would shake the political system of
Mexico by giving the opposition control of the second
most important political post in the country. There
are also congressional elections, though the PRI is
expected to retain its majority.

For nearly 70 years the PRI has maintained her-
metic control of Mexico’s government and political
life, and the U.S. has not dealt directly with any other
political players. But all that has changed during the
past few years.

Political assassinations, economic crises, guerrilla
insurgencies and a reinvigorated opposition have
turned Mexican politics on its head. And the new
political scenario is one that can be best managed
peacefully through pluralism and inclusion. instead of
the PRI's former tight-lid politics.

During his visit. President Clinton has wisely recog-
nized the changing political equation and held meet-
ings with the leaders of the two opposition parties—a
first for an American president. Indeed. continued
democratization is in the best interests of both coun-
tries. Anything less is likely to lead to political insta-
bility and undermine the common agenda in areas

such as trade, investment and the war on drugs.

Ernesto Zedillo, the mild-mannered technocrat who
rose to the presidency of Mexico after the PRI-desig-
nated presidential candidate was assassinated, ini-
tially was dismissed as “the accidental president.”

Yet the fact that there is to be a mayoral election in
Mexico City demonstrates how far Mexico’s political
system has opened up under him.

Leading the polls by about 20 points is Cuauhtémoc
Cérdenas, the dour leader of the leftist Democratic
Revolution Party. In 1988, Cardenas lost his presiden-
tial bid to Carlos Salinas, after some shameiess, last-
minute electoral fraud by the PRI. And until nine
months ago, there were no mayoral elections in the
capital: The president simply appointed someone.

Zedillo’s chief promise was to break the PRI's sym-
biotic relationship with the government, which gave it
access to unlimited patronage and pork—and a practi-
cally bullet-proof advantage at the polls.

Progress has been uneven. For example, the govern-
ment created an independent electoral commission to
organize and oversee the elections, but then the courts
or the PRI-dominated congress have undercut or
reversed several key reforms, particularly in cam-
paign finance.

The U.S. cannot get involved in the internal politics
of Mexico. But Washington can and should publicly
support the move toward wider political participation
begun by President Zedillo and undergoing its first
major test in July. :
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Hillaryville . . .

Dateline: The Shoe Line—First
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton’s
staff was chuckling Tuesday over
the poor packing job that left their
boss without proper shoes to climb
the Mava pyramid in Uxmal. Mex-
ico. ‘I wore the wrong shoes,”
Clinton said, pointing to her leath-
er flats. Chirped an observer:
“Let’s hope no one gets the hoot
over that little mix-up.”
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Pacts ease U.S.-Mexico tension

Clinton, Zedillo OK drug, immigration accords

By TERENCE HUNT
ASSUCIATED PRESS

MEXICO CITY -President
Clinton and Mexican President
Ernesto Zedillo pledged closer co-
operation Tuesday on immigration
and drug fighting.

“Qur histories and destinies are
forever joined,” Clinton said.

Clinton and Zedillo signed a
declaration committing their na-
tions for the first time to devise a
joint anti-drug strategy. In Mexi-
co, drug trafficking is blamed for
the murders of more than 200
police officers.

They also signed an agreement
designed to  better manage the
2,000-mile U.S.-Mexico border

with new checkpoints and bridges
and efforts “to work together on
migrant trafficking, protecting the
rights of migrants and removing
criminal aliens.”

Clinton said the United States
would enfurce a new, tougher im-
migration law but added: “We
must balance control with common
sense and compassion.”

The two agreements were de-
signed to ease U.S.-Mexican ten-
sions, which had reached their
highest in years. Zedillo welcomed
Clinton as “a good friend to Mexi-
co” and said they had stabilized
relations so that they are “based

on respect, friendship and recipro-
cal benefits.”

Clinton placed a wreath at one
of the country’s most sacred sites,
popularly known as the Child He-
roes Monument. It honors six
young cadets killed in 1847 as the
U.S. Army conquered Mexico City.

Earlier, at a welcoming ceremo-
ny, military honor guards on
horseback rode past Clinton and
Zedillo, flashing their swords in
salute. The presidents concluded
the ceremony by shaking hands
with flag-waving children, who
tumblied over a rope line in excite-
ment to reach out to them.

Relatiuns between the United
States and Mexico are often rocky
but they plummeted this year after
tough new U.S. immigration laws
were enacted and some members
of Congress attempted to decertify
Mexico as an ally against drug
trafficking.

Many in Congress were skeptical
of Mexico’s intentions after the
discovery in February that its anti-
drug chief was on the payroll of a
major drug irafficker. Moreover,
anger over illegal immigration
prompted passage of California's
Proposition 187, which would deny
benefits to illegal immigrants.

Zedillo repeatedly thanked Clin-
ton for showing respect to Mexico.

“It is true that on both sides of
our border, there are voices which
prefer to turn a deaf ear than to
hold an open dialogue,” Zedillo
said. “They prefer recrimination
rather than constructive coopera-
tion.”

He said that respect is the basis
of a solid friendship, a long-lasting
friendship between the Mexicans
and the Anericans.”

Often ignored during the Cold
War, Mexico has moved toward
the top of the United States’ eco-
nomic and national security agen-
da because of its drug problem and
its emergence as America’s third-
largest trading partner.
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U.S., Mexico

agree to forge
anti-drug
alliance

By CHRISTOPHER MARQU!S
And ANDRES OPPENHEIMER
Heraid Staff Writers

MEXICO CITY — In a buoy-
ant garden ceremony under a
streaming sun, President Clinton
and his Mexican counterpart,
Ernesto Zedillo, on Tuesday
signed what they dubbed a his-
toric alliance in the battie against
drugs, committing to draw up a
concrete common strategy by
year's end.

But in a hint of clouds over
that crusade, Mexican Attorney
General Jorge Madrazo con-
ceded to The Herald just
moments before the announce-
ment that nearly two-thirds of
the Mexicans who have applied
for jobs at a new anti-drug agency
have failed U.S.-assisted lie
detector tests.

And despite their assurances of
unprecedented cooperation on a
15-point agenda, Clinton and
Zedillo looked past each other on
sensitive issues: Their joint docu-
ment made no mention of a U.S.
request to allow its agents in
Mexico to carry sidearms for
self-defense; and Zedillo failed to
swiftly accept a $6 million gift to
pay for training of new Mexican
drug agents, amid Mexican con-
cerns that the funds might come
with too many strings attached.

Clinton, nevertheless. sought
to strike a new tone in the drug
debate.

“Let’s be frank here among

PLEASE SEE MEXICO, 9A
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REACHING OUT: President Clinton, accompanied by his Mexican counterpart, Emesto Zedllio, shakes
hands with schooichlidren at the Campo de Marte military parade grounds in Mexico City on Tuesday.

U.S., Mexico sign drug pact

But clouds linger over plans for common strategy

MEXICO, FROM 1A

friends.”” he told a crowd of Mex-
ican officials and his own Cabi-
net mambers gathered on the
lush graunds at Los Pinos. Zedil-
lo’s residence.

"“On the American side, the
problems arc we have less than §
percent af the world’s population
and we consume about half the
drugs.” he said. **And we're more
than happy every vear. Amencan
citizens. to give billions of dollars
that wind up 1n the hands of nar-
cotraffickers. That's our big
problem.”

Clinton's remarks, aides said,
were aimed at the Mexican pub-
tic,:which in recent months has
been increasingly angered by the
U.S. process by which it *“certi-
fies™ allies’ performance in.the
drug war, and by an immigration
law recently passed by the U.S.
Congress that seeks 10 speed
deportation of illegal aliens and
cnminals.

A poll published Monday by
ther Mexico City newspaper
Reforma showed that while last
year 62 percent of Mexicans had
a positive view of the United
States. a majority of Mexicans
now has an unfavorabie opinion.

Clinton’s unusual admission
highhighted a U.S. hope to per-
suade average Mexicans that the
battle against drugs is a “‘transna-
tional problem™ that endangers
their own well-being and can
only be solved through coopera-
uon

“The Mexican problem is that
narcotraffickers can destroy the
fabric of civil society.” Chinton
said. “They can undermine the
ntegrity of any society.”

As much as his Mcxican hosts.

‘On the American
side, the problems are
we have less than 5
percent of the world’s
population and we
consume about half
the drugs.’

PRESIDENT CLINTON

Clinton himself determined the
atmosphere of his first visit to
Mexico as president, arriving on
the heels of nearly a dozen Cabi-
net members — who spent much
of Tuesday meeting with coun-
terparts on everything from envi-
ronmental protection to trade
disputes affecting Florida farm-
ers.

Binationsl negotiations

Rising early for an extravagant
military parade. Chinton pre-
sided over the binational negoti-
ations until midday. Then, n an
emotional ceremony. he lay a
wreath at the Altar de la Patna.
which commemorates the deaths
of several youths who are said to
have plunged to their deaths
rather than be taken pnsoner by
U.S. troops in the Mexican-
Amernican War.

Clinton later recetved the jead-
ers of the two largest opposition
parties. the center-right National
Action Party and the center-left
Party for the Democratic Revo-
lution. in addition to the presi-
dent of the ruling party.

Zedillo, who 1s politically
indebted to Clinton for the

administration’s $20 billion loan
rescue package in 1995, and is
personally at ease with the U.S.
president as a fluent English
speaker and fellow Yale gradu-
ate, was an enthusiastic host.

Tuesday's agreements. he said,
“reflect ... the goodwill of our
governments 1o create a border
whose communities are joined by
friendship and cooperation, not
by conflict.”

Florida citrus to benefit

Those accords:

8 Expand the current extradi-
tion treaty, and press for a hemi-
spheric agreement to outlaw ille-
gal traffic in guns;

@ Aliow Mexico to trace weap-
ons by granting access to federal
U.S. gun registries:

& Ensure the human nghts of
ilegal migrants in the United
States. while recognizing the
need to ensure peaceful repatria-
tions and combat human smug-

ing: :

8 Nearly double the number of

Fulbright scholars from both
countries. with the resuit of hav-
ing necarly 650 students studying
and lecturing in the United
States and Mexico at any given
time:
- W Drop barriers to Florida cit-
rus products — which had.been
barred because of fears of canker
disease — paving the way for as
much as $2 million in annual
sales;

M Build 2 new bridge across
the Rio Grande between Browns-
ville, Texas. and Matamoros,
Mexico.

@ Provide $170 million in new
grants from the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency for
water projects along the border.
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FBI helping Mexico screen agents

By ANDRES OPPENMEIMER
And CHRISTOPHER MARQUIS
Herald Staft Writers _

MEXICO CITY — The FBI is quietly helping
Mexico screen all applicants to this country’s new
anti-drug agency, as the Mexican government tries
to rebuild 1t from scratch after the spectacuiar
arrest of its top official two months ago.

Attorney General Jorge Madrazo said in an
interview Tuesday that an FBI team has been pro-
viding technical assistance and equipment to
screen members of the new Office of the Special
Prosecutor for Drugs.

“We have requested the advice of some peopie
of the FBI who specialize in polygraph tests . .. to
take a look at the way we are conducting the tests
and make suggestions,” Madrazo said. “But the
people conducting the tests are all U.S.-trained
Mexicans.”

Madrazo said specialists from Spain, France,
Italy and Canada are aiso providing unspecified
“technical assistance.”

Top U.S. officials traveling with President Clin-
ton have been vague about the U.S. role in the new

Mexican anti-drug agency, refusing to define spe- .

cific areas of cooperation. The issue is sensitive in
Mexico because of widespread charges in opposi-
tion circles that the United States is dictating the
country’s drug policy.

Mexico’s National Institute to Combat Drugs
was disbanded last month after its leader, Gen.
Jesus Gutierrez Rebollo, and his top aides were
fired on charges of having protected a major drug
lord. Gutierrez Rebollo is in prison and all of the
Institute’s employees have been furloughed, pend-
ing their screening. ’

But in a reflection of the difficult task ahead,
Madrazo conceded that of the more than 300
would-be agents tested until Friday, only 110 have
passed the lie detector tests.

“The rest have been rejected,” he said.

Jeffrey Davidow, U.S. assistant secretary of state
for inter-American affairs, said Tuesday that the
restructuring of Mexico’s anti-drug force is the
most important event on the U.S.-Mexico bilateral

. agenda, and the Zedillo government alone will be

responsible for its success,

“When ail is said and done, it comes down to
what they’re going to be able to do,” Davidow said.
“That’s the nature of the beast.”
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Mexican
President
Ernesto Zedillo
and President
Clinton
announced new
agreements
Tuesday on drug
trafficking and
immigration.
Clinton is
expected o
focus on
ecoriomic issues
in a speech to
the Mexican
people today.

Associated Press
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U.S., Mexico vow new cooperation

By NANCY MATHIS
and DUDLEY ALTHAUS
Houston Chromcle

MEXICO CITY — The presidents
of Mexico and the United States
promised Tuesday to form a new alli-
ance for closer cooperation on con-
trofling nareotics trafficking and im-
migration.

On drugs. Presidents Clinton and
Iimesto Zedillo announced plans to
closely track and prosecute money
laundering, und they declared that
Mexico is willing to consider extradit-
ing its citizens in “exceptional cases.”

Drugs, immigration focus of talks

On immigration. Chinton vowed
(here would be no mass deportations
of illegal immigrants, and he pledged
to work with Congress to reinstate
public assistance for legal immi-
prants

But the new couperation, though
touted by both Mexican and U.S. offi
cials as significant. basically commit-
ted both countries to agree to reach
new agreements on narcotics and
immigration. which have proved the
most infractable issues in the bilat-
eral relationship.

“I believe that this govemment is
trying to work with us,” Clinton said
of Mexican efforts lo combat narcot-
ics. “And I believe that the chances
or our succceding in dealing with our
problems . . . are dramatically height-
ened if we work together and be hon-
est about our problems but adso not
deny good-[aith efforts when they ex:
ist ™

Clinton arrived i Mexico on Mon
day for a two-day state visit, the first
here in his administration. The trip
comes amid growing bilateral trade

50 Cents n ok ok

u Clinton bristles over guestions
about wife’'s Whitewater testimony:
Page 7A.

but increased Mexican bitlerness
over U.S. policies on drug trafficking
and illegal immigration.

Clinton was expected 1o focus on
happicr economic issues. specilically
the 3-year-old North Amenican Free
Trade Agreement, in a speech to the
Mexican people today. He travels Lo-
night to meet with Central Amenican.
and later Caribbean. leaders to dis
cuss trade and other issues.

See CLINTON on Page 16A.
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Continued from Page 1A.

Earlier, Cabinet officers from both
nations presented the presidents
with the results of a Binational Com-
mission meeting that included U.S.
recognition that Mexicali is free from
o wheat disease and that the north-
en Mexican state of Sonora is a low-
risk zone for hog cholera. The recog-
nition will allow more Mexican ex-
ports of wheat and pork. In return,
Mexico agreed to accept more im-
ports of Florida and Arizona citrus.

US. officials praised a 97-page as-
sessment about the drug threat to
both countries that concluded with
whal seemed to be common knowl-
edge: that U.S. consumers use a dis-
proportionate share of narcotics and
Mexican smugglers provide the bulk
of the drugs.

How the promised increase in U.S.-
Mexico cooperation plays out re-
mains to be seen. Similar pledges
and proposals, later scrapped, have
olten been left unfultilled.

Clinton administration officials
went out of their way to tout the coop-
eration and mutual respect between
the two countries. Samuel “Sandy”
Berger, Clinton’s National Security
Council adviser, said that the agree-
ments “launch a new era of bilateral
cooperation.”

“This is a relationship,” he said,
“that probably has a greater degree
ol richness and a greater degree of
cooperation than any we have.”

That professed enthusiasm for
working with one another conflicts

with the attitudes of many of the citi-
zens of both countries. Always tinged
with stereotypes and mistrust, the
relationship has turned brittie in re-
cent months. Polls have found atti-
tudes hardening in the United States
toward Mexican immigrants. In
Mexico, a new poll in the newspaper
Reforma found that only 36 percent
of those surveyed expressed a favor-
able view of the United States, down
from 62 percent a year ago.

Reforma blamed the soured feel-
ings on the bitter feuding in Febru-
ary over the U.S. Congress’ certifica-
tion of Mexico as a full partner in the
war against drugs. '

In recognition of those views, the
Zedillo government strayed from tra-
dition and refrained from lining
Mexico City’s streets with U.S. flags
for Clinton’s visit.

The governments agreed to
greater sharing of information know-
how to track laundered narcotics
money in the Mexican financial sys-
tem.

Mexico also agreed to “consider
and undertake” extradition of Mexi-
cans accused of committing crimes
of a “heinous nature.” Under this
agreement, individuals could be tried
on both sides of the border before
serving a prison sentence in either.

Mexico in the past has refused ex-
tradition of its citizens or has argued
that they could only be extradited af-
ter serving a sentence in their home-
land.

U.S. officials hope to extradite
Amado Carrillo Fuentes and other
leading Mexican drug traffickers,
should they ever be caught.

The U.S. government also agreed

to step up its eflorts to stop the illegal
trade in weapons into Mexico from
the United States and said it would
provide equipment and training to
Mexican agents to track weapons
shipments.

Officials from both governments
danced around the question of
whether U.S. narcotics agents work-
ing in Mexico would be allowed to
carry weapons. The question has
been a sensitive one here, because
many Mexicans see U.S. law enforce-
ment agents working here as an in-
fringement on their country’s sover-
eignty.

U.S. drug czar Barry McCaifery
told reporters, “We are committed to
protecting law enforcement officials
from both nations, and we will do
that.”

While promising to try to soften the
blow of new U.S. immigration laws
that took effcet April 1, Clinton and
his aides defended Washington’s
right to prevent illegal immigrants
from crossing the border or from re-
ceiving public assistance once they
do.

“I'm proud of our tradition of gen-
erous legal immigration,” he said at
an aftermoon press conference. “But
we must take effective action to stop
illegal immigration.”

Other accords were signed dealing
with the funding and construction of
border wastewater treatment plants,
a new bridge at Brownsville and im-
proved border crossings elsewhere.
Both Clinton and Zedillo expressed
concern for the border environment,
which has been heavily damaged by
rapid industrialization and popula-
tion growth on the Mexican side.

Clinton’s visit came just two
months before congressional, state
and local elections across Mexico in
which Zedillo’s long-ruling Institu-
tional Revolutionary Party, or PRI,
faces strong challenges from two
leading opposition parties,

The timing has led many Mexicans
to suggest that the Clinton adminis-
tration was favoring the PRI, which
has controlled national politics in
Mexico since 1929. But some opposi-
tion political leaders said they were
encouraged by Clinton’s decision to
meet briefly with opposition leadcers
Tuesday night.

“He is adapting lo the new political
realities,” said Victor Quintana, a fed-
eral congressman and prominent
member of the center-left Demo-
cratic Revolution Party. “Clinton
thinks it better to have these meet-
ings on the eve of the elections,
knowing its going to be very difficult
for the PRI to win a majority of the
congress.”

Both presidents clearly prefer to fo
cus on the burgeoning trade relation-
ship.

Clinton and his aides argued that
the NAFTA trade accord, which Look
effect in January 1994 and will be
gradually implemented by the year
2009, had heiped stabilize the Mexi-
can economy.

Zedillo credited NAFTA with a
surge in trade between the United
States and Mexico.

“Thanks to these policies of vpen-
ing up toward foreign countries and
the internal liberalization of our
economy," he said, “we will now be
able to open up a period of sustained
growth. dynamic growth.”
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Drug problem
crosses border,
Clinton says

U.S., Mexico to seek solution

By Tracey Eaton
and Kathy Lewis

Staff Writers of The Dallas Morning News

MEXICO CITY — President Clin-
ton, trying to soothe hurt and angry
feelings in Mexico, on Tuesday
strongly denounced U.S. consump-
tion of illicit drugs as a key factor
in the two nations’' “common” prob-
lem.

“Illegal narcotics are not simply
a Mexican problem, far from it,” he
said in a news conference with
Mexican President Ernesto Zedillo.

“But neither are they simply an
American problem. They are our
common problem, and we must find
a common Solution.”

The U.S. and Mexican presidents
Tuesday signed a ‘“Declaration of
Alliance Against Drugs,” requiring

B Leftist leader visits U.S. 16A
M Meeting with opposition. 20A

each government to devise a “com-
mon counterdrug strategy” by
year's end.

Mr. Zedillo said the United States
and Mexico now have a shared vi-
sion of the magnitude of the prob-
lem and a vow to combat it “with all
of the resources within our reach.”

Mr. Clinton said the two nations
are carrying cooperation on drug
trafficking, immigration and other
sensitive issues “to a higher level”
than ever before.

The two leaders also signed an
agreement aimed at better manag-
ing the nearly 2,000-mile-long bor-
der and vowed to work together on

Please see CLINTON on Page 21A.
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Clinton tells Mexico drugs ‘our common problem’

Continued from Page 1A.

“migrant trafficking, protecting the
rights of migrants and removing
criminal aliens.” In discussing Mex-
fco’s drug-trafficking problems, Mr.
Clinton also explicitly said the Unit-
ed States shares some of the blame.
Mexican officials have complained
that some critics in Congress and
elsewhere haven't addressed that
issue.

- “Let's be frank here among
friends,” Mr. Clinton seid. “On the
American side . . . we have less than
S percent of the world's population,
and we consume about half the
drugs. And we're more than happy
gvery year, American citizens, to
glve billions of dollars that wind up
in the hands of narco-traffickers.”

White House drug czar Barry
McCaffrey buttressed those re-
marks.

He said the United States realizes
that the $50 billion that U.S. citizens
spend on {llegal drugs is a “major
part of the equation whose sum” is
crime, corruption and death.

Mexican Attorney General Jorge
Madrazo said the “backbone” to the
. abti-drug fight must be “a signifi-
cant decrease in the consumption
of drugs” in the United States.

« Goals of the new drug alliance
signed by Mr. Clinton and Mr. Zedil-
Id include cutting narcotics de-
mand, production and distribution;
r9ot1ng out corruption; seizing
drug shipments; strengthening ex-
tradition policies and using the il-

" licit proceeds of the narcotics trade
.to help fund the anti-drug fight.

Some drug-trade experts are
skeptical that the agreement will
have much impact.

“This is pure window-dressing,”
said Donald Ferrarone, a former of-
ficial with the Drug Enforcement
Administration. “It's a repeat of ev-
erything we’ve seen: The announce-
ment of massive changes, people in
the Mexican government making
sincere promises. ... But when it's
all over, the problem is worse than
before.”

Mr. Madrazo has conceded that
corruption is severe and deeply
rooted. But he said Tuesday that
“much has been done, much has
been accomplished.”

Mexican authorities last week
announced that they were abolish-
ing their 3-year-old anti-drug insti-
tute and replacing it with another
counternarcotics agency. The move
came two months after the stun-
ning arrest of the anti-drug insti-
tute's director, Jesus Gutierrez Re-
bollo, who was charged with taking
payoffs from alleged drug kingpin
Amado Carrillo Fuentes.

Agents joining the new drug
agency must undergo drug, lie-de-
tector and psychological tests.

"The Mexicans are trying to
build a new drug police, and we're
going to support their efforts,” Mr.
McCaffrey said.

Mr. Gutierrez headed the anti-
drug institute for less than nine

weeks before his arrest.

At first, Mexican officials “did
not believe he was a crook,” said a
high-level Clinton administration
official who requested anonymity.
“They had aninternal debate over
what to do. President Zedillo said,
‘Bust him,” and that's what they
did.”

The Gutierrez arrest created
“enormous agony"” for both govern-
ments, the official said. But since
then, the two sides have “made
enormous progress.”

The idea of Mexican and Ameri-
can police working together is a
delicate subject in Mexico. Many
Mexicans worry that U.S. police will
act on their own, violating Mexican
sovereignty.

But US. officials say that won't
heppen. Police and soldiers from
each country share intelligence,
support and training, but they
won't have “any enforcement re-
sponsibilities at all” in their neigh-
boring countries.

A 97-page assessment of the drug
trade by the U.S. and Mexican gov-
ernments includes little more than
a page on corruption.

Mr. McCaffrey acknowledged
that corruption is a threat. But he
said he is proud of the joint docu-
ment, the first of its kind, calling it
“a practical guide to moving
ahead.”

Mr. McCaffrey also said that U.S.
and Mexican officials have im-
proved cooperation on such issues
as arms smuggling and money laun-

dering. Fifty-seven of the Mexican
government’s 202 money-launder-
ing investigations are being carried
out with help from U.S. authorities.

On the controversial issue of
whether U.S. drug agents can carry
guns in Mexico, Mr. Zedillo said the
anti-drug document included a
statement that said the govern.
ments will do whatever necessary
to ensure the protection of law en-
forcement officlals.

He said that must be translated
into practical measures, and {t
would not be appropriate to discuss
specific mechanisms.

“] am sure that President Clin-
ton, nor myself, would ever make
public the details which might jeop-
ardize the safety of these people,”
he said.

Looking out on orange trees and
bougainvilleas, the two leaders met
on the lawn of the Los Pinos Presi-
dential Palace to sign the drug-
fighting and immigration agree-
ments.

“No two countries are working
together on more important issues,
with a more direct effect on the
lives of their people than Mexico
snd the United States,” Mr. Clinton
said.

The two leaders also received re-
ports from nearly a dozen members
of their cabinets. Officials reported
progress on immigration and sever-
al border and environmental is-
sues, including a $170 million U.S.
grant for border water projects.

Left unresolved during the meet-

ing was the controversy of Mexican
trucks crossing the border into the
United States.

“I'm not sure it's going to be
resolved any time in the very near
future,” sald White House Chief of
Staff Erskine Bowles in Washing-
ton.

A provision of the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement to allow
trucks from both countries to oper-
ate in border states was suspended
in late 1995 by the Clinton adminis-
tration, which cited concerns about
the safety of Mexican trucks.

Before attending a performance
of the Ballet Folklorico and a state
dinner at the National Palace, Mr.
Clinton paid a symbolic visit to the
monument dedicated to the “child
heroes,” a group of Mexican cadets
who were among the last to perish
during the 1847 US. invasion of
Mexico.

“I'm going there as a gesture of
respect,” Mr. Clinton said.

“President Truman went there
as well when he was here, and it's
my understanding that no one has
gone there since.”

Outside the monument, at Mexi-
co City's Chapultepec park, several
hundred Mexicans gathered, hop-
ing to catch a glimpse of the presi:
dent. .
Most said they admired his ef
forts to heal old wounds with Mexi-
co.
Eduardo Breton, 24, a student,
called it “an attempt to bury the
past and begin a new relationship.”

A few criticized Mr. Clinton.

“If Clinton wants to be our
friend, like he says he does, then he
should treat our hard-workin‘g.lni-
migrants better and not deny them
safety, education and health care,’
said office worker Irene Moreno, 50.

Staff writers Laurence Iiff in
Mexico City and Susan Feeney in
Washington, D.C., contributed to
this report.
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Clinton meets Mexico's opposition leaders

!y Alfredo Corchado

Mexico City Bureau of The Dallas Morning News

MEXICO CITY — President Clin-
ton, in a significant nod to Mexico's
growing political vitality, met briefly
Tuesday with leaders of the country’s
two largest opposition parties.

US. presidents traditionally have
shunned meetings with opponents of
the Institutional Revolutionary Party,
or PRI, which has ruled the country
for nearly seven decades.

But Mr. Clinton met for about 20
minutes each with officials of the PRI
and with leaders of the center-right
National Action Party, known as the
PAN, and the center-left Democratic
Revolutionary Party, known as the
PRD.

Afterward. the president said the
meetings were meant to show support
for political reform. “I do this in other
countries, Russia, Israel,” Mr. Clinton
said. “I thought it was important.”

The courtesy visits were closely
watched in this important political
year. Crucial national elections, in
-which the PRI could lose control of
Congress for the first time in its histo-
1y, will be held in July.

- US-Mexico specialists said Mr.
Clinton may be anticipating such a
hift in the balance of power.

“This is definitely a change, a first,

sign that Washington is finally sup-
porting Mexico's democratic process,”
said Rodolfo de la Garza, a political
science professor at the University of
Texas at Austin. “The meeung. I'm
sure, will further strengthen the cred-
ibility of Mexico's opposition parties
and anger the PRI to no end.”

Earlier in the day, Mr. Clinton said
that Mexico's political and economic
reforms offer the country a bright
future. .

“Mexico is opening democracy's
door, embarking on bold economic
reforms, decentralizing power and
giving new voice to its citizens, com-
munities and regions,” he said.

‘After the meeting, PAN President
Felipe Calderon Hinojosa said his dis-
cussion with the president was “posi-
tive and very amicable.”

He said Mr. Clinton “insisted sever-
al times that the US. government
would have no problem if the opposi-
tion was to govern Mexico some day.”

PRD President Andres Lopez Obra-
dor said he complained to Mr. Clinton
about the US. government's harsh an-
t-immigrant policies.

“Our discussions were very frank

Historic visits part of supporting

political reform,

and clear." Mr. Lopez said. “The presi-
dent was very tolerant, and he didn't
seem bothered at all by our criticism.”

US. and Mexican officials played
down Mr. Clinton’s brief visits.

Thomas F. “Mack” McLarty, special
US. envoy to the Americas, called it
“standard procedure.”

“We have done that on every state
visit 1n which I have accompanied the
president,” he said. “It's much more
the norm than the exception.”

But PAN and PRD leaders say the
meeting was anything but normal.

“The United States has always been
hypocniucal, demanding democracy
in Cuba, Afghenistan and China, but
not in Mexico,” said PRD Congress-
man Cuauhtemoc Sandoval. “We hope
that beginning with this meeting, the
situation changes and the United.
States can have an open and frank
relationship with all political parties.” |

Mr. Calderon, who met with Mr.
Clinton along with the PAN governors’

of Chihuahua and Baja California, said . |
it was important for the party to pre-' [:

sent itself to the American president
as a viable political alternative.

Both PAN and PRD members had
vowed to use the opportunity to ex-
press their concern over the US. drug
certification process that many Mexi-
cans consider demeaning and disre-

spectful and over US. policy toward. @

documented and undocumented Mexi-:
can immigrants. g

Already, about half of the Mexacan
population 1s governed by the oppdsi--
tion. with the PAN ruling about 40
percent and the PRD with a little!
more than 10 percent

The meeting should also play well
with Mexican Americans abroad,
whose growing political muscle hasn't
gone unnoticed by either Democrats
or Republicans. For decades, many
Mexican Americans have called on
the US. government to help level the
political playing field in Mexico by
recognizing opposition parties.

“This recognition was long over-
due.” said Tereso Ortiz, president of
the nonprofit Dallas-Mexico Casa Gus-
najuato. an organization that promotes
cultural and political awareness in
both countries. “This is an important
moment for Mexico, one that we're
momnutoring closely from here.”

president says

Mr. Clinton’s visit comes at a crit-
cal time in Mexico, given the growing
strength and influence of opposition
parties and independent citizen
groups.

But despite political gains, the op-
position’s role is still limited to the
state and local level, with the finan-
cial purse strings remaining under
the control of the federal government,
analysts say.

The PRI, however, is in trouble,
after political assassinations, two rebel
uprisings, the worst eCOnOMLC CTisis in
60 years and charges of drug corrup-
tion among high-level military offi-
cers and ruling party politicians.

Even onceloyal party-affiliated
union members, who once repre-
sented the backbone of the PRI, hissed
and booed Mexican President Ernesto
Zedillo and other party officials dur-
ing traditional May Day ceremonies
last week.

Concerned that unquestioning sup-
port for the ruling party may be short-
sighted, the Clinton administration is
now promoting democracy in Mexico
as part of its economic and political
development strategy throughout Lat-
in America, said a senior official of the
US. Agency for International Develop-
ment who requested anonymity.

Since 1994, US. political parties, the
National Endowment for Democracy
and AID have earmarked nearly $5
million to Mexico's growing citizen
groups promoting democracy.

Associated Press

After taking part in a wreath-laying ceremony at the Mon-
ument to the Boy Heroes in Mexico City, President Clinton
watches a rifle volley Tuesday honoring the six military
cadets who jumped to their deaths rather than surrender
to invading U.S. forces 150 years ago.
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He hails Mexico,
US. as pariners

Associated Press

MEXICO CITY — President
Clinton today appealed for free
trade throughout Latin America
and sald the United States and
Mcxico must defy people who
“would throw up walls of protec-
tion.”

in a direct appeal to the Mexi-
can people, Clinton called the
North American Frce Trade Agree-
ment a boon to the American and
Mexican economies. “We must ac-
celerate the pace of these efforts,
to reach more people and more
communities,” he said.

“We must include more natlons
in our partnership. so that we can
achieve our goal of a Free Trade
Area of the Americas.” he said.

After soothing the Mexican gov-
emment in talks on immigration
and drugs Tuesday. Clinton ad-
dressed hundreds of Mexicans In
the National Auditortum beneath
a huge Mexican flag.

Clinton, who honeymooned
here 22 years ago. sprinkled the

Clinton applauded Mexi-
co for repaying a $13.5
billion U.S.-engineered
rescue package.

speech with lines designed to ap-
peal to the pride of Mexicans,
many of whom feel the United
States treats them like a second-
rate neighbor.

'+ He congratulated the govern-
ment for “carrying forward bold
political reforms” and said the
United States and Mexico are true
partners on drug-fighting and cre-
3ting a safe border.

+ The message was a follow-up to
talks Tuesday with President Er-
nesto Zeditlo.

" A serfes of modest agreements
on immigration. drugs and trade
dppeared to defuse tensions be-
tween the two governments.

' Clinton told cheering Mexicans
today that their government has
banded with the United States to
“seize the opportunities and de-
frat the dangers of this new time”
filegal narcoties. organtzed
crime and environmental decay.

» On immigration. the message

as tailored for Mexican and
erican consumption,

For his constituents back home,
Clinton vowed to “take effective
action to stop lllegal Immigrants.
We are a nation of immigrant —
and of laws. Just as those who
obey our laws are welcome. those
who break the laws must face the
consequences.”

For Mexico, he promised a poli-
cy that Is “fair. generous, safe and
orderly.”

But the main focus of his re-
marks was trade.

Arguing for freer trade through-
out the Americas, he said US.-
Mexico trade has increased 60
percent since NAFTA tore down
trade barriers in 1994.

However, U.S. trade with Mexi-
co went from a $1.7 billlon sur-
plus in 1993 to a record deficit of
$16 billion In 1996. Critics claim
up to 600.000 jobs were lost be-
cause companies found cheaper
Mexican labor under NAFTA

Lingering opposition to NAFTA
has stalled Clinton’s drive for con-
gressional authority to negotiate
“fast track” trade deals through-
out Latin America.

Fast-track authorily would give
Clinton the abllity to negotiate
trade agreements under expedited

THE lNDIAN

Associated Press
SALUD! President Clinton toasts Mexican President Emesto
Zedillo on Tuesday at the National Palace in Mexico City.

procedures that require Congress
to accept or reject them without
amendments.

Clinton's power in this area ex-
pired at the end of 1993, and the
administration has been unable to
gain renewed authority because of
an impasse over the president’s
tnsistence that he be allowed to
Include safeguards on worker
rights and the environment as
part of any new trade agreements.
Republicans don't want to give
him that broad a negotiating man-
date.

Clinton also applauded Mexico
for repaying a $13.5 billion U.S.-
engineered rescue package. The
payment would not have been as
prompt without the benefils of
NAFTA. the administration says.

Clinton was carving oul time for
sightseelng. He was having lunch
with Zedillo in the town of Tlaxca-
la, the site of the oldest perma-
nent Cathollc structure in the New
World — the San Francisco mon-
astery complex.

Today is Clnton's second full
day tn Mexico.

Judith Strack. an American
who has lived in Mexico City for
20 years, sald on Tuesday the trip

APOLIS NEWS

and Clinton's record on Mexico
bave helped ease animosity to-
ward the United States.

“Clinton has done much to
counteract hostility against Amer-
fcans here,” said Strack.

Clinton also may have
smoothed some ruffled feathers by
acknowledglnﬁ that Mexico's drug
scourge i3 fueled by America's in-
satiable demand for drugs. “Let's
be frank here among friends.” he

Slinton appeals or expansio 10f ree-trade area

sald on Tuesday, adding that the
United States has less than 5 per-
cent of the world's population but
consumes about haif the tllegal
drugs.

At a state dinner later, Clinton
observed that “Mexico’'s leaders
and political parties are opening
the doors of democracy wider than
ever.”

In return, Zedillo callcd the re-
lationship between Mexico and

the United States
broad. Increasingly complex,
creasingly promising.”

On Tuesday, Clinton also
squeezed in a 20-minute meeting
with Mexican political opposition
leaders — the first Amerfcan
president to do so. Asked why he
made the gesture, Clinton said,

“Because we support the political
reform process in Mexico. | do this
in other countries.”

lncreaslngly
in-



Mexican town warms up to

By Mimi Hall
USA TODAY

TLAXCALA, Mexico — On
the last day of his first state vis-
it to Mexico, President Clinton
got the welcome he'd been
awaiting: Thousands of cheer-
ing Mexicans greeted him in
this picturesque town 80 miles
east of Mexico City.

Hundreds stood on hilltops
and rooftops to watch Marine
One helicopter touch down on
a soccer field about a mile
from the town square.

Hundreds more lined the
streets, waving U.S. and Mexi-
can flags, cheering, singing and
playing guitars to welcome
Clinton, first lady Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton and Mexican
President Ernesto Zedillo.

As Clinton’s motorcade
made its way to the Plaza de la
Constitucion, a blizzard of red,
white, blue and green confetti
fluttered down.

The welcome here, boosted
by supporters bused in by the
government, was in stark con-
trast to the reception Clinton
received in Mexico City on
Monday, when some Mexicans
took to the streets in protest.
They were angered by tough
new U.S. immigration laws and
a recent, unsuccessful effort in
the U.S. Congress to decertify
Mexico as an ally in the war on
drugs.

Here in Tlaxcala, however,
people seemed genuinely
thrilled by the first visit of a
U.S. president to their town.

During a tour of the 16th
century San Francisco monas-
tery chapel, which boasts the
oldest pulpit in the Americas,
Clinton said previous presi-

“didn’t know what they
missing. . .. It's extraordi-
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By Greg Gibson, AP

Tour: President Clinton, Mexican President Emesto Zedillo and their wives, Hillary and Nilda, visit the
pre-Aztec ruins of Teotihucan on Wednesday. Aztecs believed the site was ‘where men become Gods.’

narily beautiful.”

He told the crowd that he
and his wife honeymooned in
Mexico 22 years ago.

“This is a very romantic city
to be in today, and we thank
you for that,” Clinton said.

Clinton was energized by the
enthusiastic reception, and
aides said he was feeling better
Wednesday, several days after
back spasms related to the
physical therapy he’s receiving
for his injured knee. He walked
on his crutches along a rope
line, shaking hands with scores
of townspeople who reached
out to touch him and hand him
gifts, including fake red roses
and Mexican blankets.

One boy, 9-year-old Aldo
Herrera Valladolid, hugged his
mother and cried after Clinton
signed a poster he’d made wel-
coming the president. Those
around him said the boy was
overwhelmed with joy and ex-
citement.

Clinton, Zedillo and a small
group of local dignitaries also
were treated to traditional
Tlaxcalteco Indian dancing by
performers in Spectacular
feathered costumes,

White House spokesman
Mike McCurry said Clinton was
“beaming from one part of
Tlaxcala to the other.”

Laterin ay, Clinton heli-
coptered ancient and

mysterious pre-Aztec pyramids
at Teotihuacan. The Aztecs dis-
covered the site, built around
100 B.C, and believed it was
where the gods came to create
the sun and moon.

The archeological site is
known as the place “where
men become Gods.”.

The Clintons and Zedillos
toured the area with archeolo-
gists in a2 Volkswagen bus with
the top chopped off.

Later Wednesday, Clinton
flew to Costa Rica for a summit
today with Central American
leaders. His week-long trip to
Latin American will be fol-
lowed by a weekend summit in
Barbados.

Clintons

I
President says
NAFTA helps
all to prosper

MEXICO CITY — Presi-
dent Clinton extolled the
benefits of the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement
as good for the US. and
Mexico on Wednesday, and
he urged Mexicans to em-
brace democratic and eco-
nomic reforms sweeping
their nation.

Wrapping up the official
portion of his three-day visit
to Mexico, Clinton, in a tele-
vised speech, said skeptics
who “painted a dark picture
of lost jobs and boarded-up
factories” were wrong.

He cited a 60% growth in
trade between the countries
since NAFTA was adopted
in 1994 and noted that U.S.
exports to Mexico are 37%
higher than before NAFTA.

Clinton also said he will
fight for passage in Con-
gress of “fast-track” legisla-
tion that would speed the es-
tablishment of free trade
throughout Latin America.

He faces a tough fight:
some liberals and conserva-
tives oppose the idea, saying
U.S. jobs will be lost as com-
panies build plants in coun-
tries with lax labor and en-
vironmental standards.

Clinton also reassured
Mexicans, that the U.S. will
treat Mexico with respect as
it works to enforce its immi-
gration and anti-drug laws.

By Mimi Hall
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Trade missions resume with S. America trip

Commerce chief: Selection
process was free of politics

By Tom Squitier]
USA TODAY

Commerce Secretary Wil
liam Daley begins a 10-day
trade mission to South Ameri-
ca Sunday to boost U.S. mar-
kets for telecommunications
and energy — and bury linger-
ing questions about the politi-
cal nature of such trips.

Thirty-one executives from
firms that range from giants
such as Raytheon Electronic
Systems to the eight-employee
Sea Sweep Inc. of Denver will
go with Daley to Brazil, Argen-
tina and Chile.

Such trade missions came
under attack last fall after
charges that invitations (o join
the trips went to businessmen
who gave big donations to the
Democratic Party.

Daley promised in his con-
firmation hearings earlier this
year 1o use new methods to en-
sure that politics and cash
didn't decide who got seats.

“We set out the criteria to
make sure those on the mission
are above questions,” Daley
said Wednesday. “We feel very
comfortable this process has
worked well.”

Daley created a two-level
process to check out business
leaders wanting to go on the
trip.

Applicants were first re-
viewed by a panel of five Com-
merce staffers and one politi-
cal appointee, Cheryl Brunner.
She is the director of the Office
of Business Liaison.

That panel evaluated the ap-

plicants to see if their compa-
nies and their reasons for mak-
ing the trip would coincide
with the Commerce Depart-
ment’s goals.

Another panel made the fi-
nal selecton. On that panel
were three Commerce employ-
ees and two political appoin-
tees. Daley had no role in de-
ciding who was on the trip. “I
think that was important for
credibility,” Daley said. Some
are not so sure.

Larry Klayman, who heads
a nonpartisan government
watchdog group called Judicial
Watch, said the guidelines are
discriminatory. Judicial Watch
has sued the Commerce De-
partment to provide docu-
ments related to the Democrat-
ic Party fund-raising furor.

“Tt shows you these so-called
guidelines are a sham,” Klay-
man said. “We were concerned
at the time they came out that
they still allowed political ap-
pointees to sit on the panels
that made choices.”

Klayman applied to go on
the trip as a representative of
his company, Free Trade En-
terprises, which markets im-
ports and exports. He was not
selected.

The trip was announced in
early April. Details were pub-
lished in the Federal Register
and on the Internet, various
home pages, the National
Trade Data Bank and a variety
of other areas.

Daley and other Commerce
officials were concerned the
bad publicity surrounding

Jol Marquette. AP
Daley: Wants trade missions
‘above questions’

trade missions would deter ap-
plicants. But more than 150 ap-
plications were received.

A review of Federal Elec-
tion Commission records of the
31 people on the trip shows no
pattern in political giving.

Three members on the trip,
William Swanson and James
Carter of Raytheon, and Ter-
ence Thorn of Enron Corp. in
Houston, each gave $1,000 to
the Clinton-Gore campaign.

But more people on the trip
gave to Republicans. Victor
Fryling of CMS Energy Corp.
of Dearborn, Mich., gave
$1,000 to Bob Dole’s presiden-
tial campaign and the Republi-
can National Committee. By-
ron Kelley of E! Paso Energy
in Houston gave $1,000 to Sen.
Phil Gramm, R-Texas.

The growing economies and
open markels of Argentina,
Brazil and Chile are the reason
most executives said they want
to be on the trip.

William Mobeck, president
Sea Sweep, says he expects a
boom for his 3-year-old compa-

Trade mission stops

Commerce Secretary William Daley
departs Sunday for South America on

his first trade mission since taking offy
in January. More than two dozen U.S.
te executives are scheduled to
join him on the trip. Their stops:
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Source Commerze Depanment

ny. It manufacturers an absor-
bant that picks up oil spills on
water and land and does not
cause any damage to the envi-
ronment.

It is his company’s first time
on a trade mission. “We're
looking forward to extensive
marketing in Venezuela and
Chile, and this fits into our
plan,” he said.

Another first-time partici-
pant is Mark Buechley, presi-
dent of Cord Communications
in Portland, Ore. The company
specializes in wireless commu-
nications networks.

Seth Buechley, company

By Grant Jarding LiSA TODAY

vice president, said:

“We are particularly opti-
mistic because their existing
communication is so very poor
we can go right to the cutting
edge, do a leapfrog and bypass
a lot of traditional methods.”

Paul Smith, chief executive
officer of Tenaska Internation-
al of Omaha, said his company
has four likely projects brew-
ing in Brazil in the §100 million
to $400 million range. The com-
pany is involved in power
plants and pipelines and “sees
the visible support of the US.
government as very useful in
our commercial efforts ™

Ronald Allen; president/
CEQ, Alenco International; Or-
lando, Fla.

Donald Black; vice president
and general manager for sales
and marketing, McDonnell
Douglas Corp.; Arlington, Va.

Norman Preston Byers;
president, Telos International;
Ashburn, Va.

Mark Buechley; president.
Cord Communications; Port-
Iand Ore.

osegh Burgess: presi-
dent/CE Ogden Yorkshire
Water; Fairfield, N.J.

James Carter:; vice president
and program manager. Rayth-
eon Electronic Systems: Bed-
ford, Mass.

Steven Crain; senior vice
president, business develop-
ment. Panda Energy Interna-
tional; Dallas

Tom Cook: president, SA-
BRE Decision Technologies.
The SABRE Group; Dallas
Aaron Eisendrath-Haelbig;
vice president Latin American
operations, Intergram Interna-
tional; Englewood, Colo
Victor Fryling: president,
CMS Energy, Dearbomn, Mich.
James Gleason; president
and chairman, Gleason Corp.;
Rochester, N.Y.

Robert Hargrave; chiel fi-
nancial officer, Stewart and
Stavenson, Houston
Richard Herring. CEO.
EarthWatch; Longmont, Colo.

Jerry Jackson; chairman,
Kieintelder Inc.; San Diego
Thomas Kamm; vice presi-
dent, Multi Electric Manufac-
turing; Chicago

Byron Kelley. executive vice

president, EI Paso Energy:

Houston

Carlos Linares; president,
Southern Cone, Lucent Tech-
nologies; Coral Gables, Fla.
Derek May; senior vice presi-
dent, intemational manufac-
turing strategy, QUALCOMM
Inc ; San Di

Patrick McNamara; vice
president, International Opera-
tions; Glenayre Electronics;
Blaine, Wash.

William Mobeck; president,
Sea Sweep; Denver

John Nash; president. Irwin
Financial Corp.; Columbus,
Ind.

George Parker. board mem-
ber and chairman. investment
committee; Continental Air-
lines, Houston

Roberto Peon: president,
Latin America BellSouth;
Washington, D.C.

J. Doug Pitts; president, Par-
sons Latin America; Pasade-
na, Calif

Dan Przybylski: president,
Motorola International; Fort
Lauderdale, Fla

Larry Smith; vice president,
international sales and mar-
keting, Harris Corp.. Mel-
bourne, Fla.

Paul Smith; CEO, Tenaska
International; Omaha

William Swanson; executive
vice prrsident, Raytheon Elec-
tronic Systems; Bedlord.
Mass.

James Thomson; president,
Consolidated Natural Gas In-
ternational; Reston, Va.
Terence Thorn; senior vice
president. Enron Corp , Hous-
ton

E.J. Waish; group president,
Stone & Webster; Boston

EXEGUTIVES ON TRADE MISSION ]
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Mexican President Ernesto Zedillo and President Clinton greet crowd in visit to Tlaxcala, near Mexico City. !
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Clinton Urges Mexicans

to Help on Trade, Drugs

= Diplomacy: President
accents partnership as he
defends NAFTA and
emphasizes U.S. respect for
southern neighbor.

By ELIZABETH SHOGREN

and MARY BETH SHERIDAN

TIMES STAFF WRITERS

MEXICO CITY—A beaming
President Clinton told Mexicans on
Wednesday that “our economic
integration is inevitable” and
urged them to help him fight
common scourges such as drugs
and defend the North American
Free Trade Agreement.

In the most extensive speech of .
his three-day state visit, Clinton
stressed the heightened impor-
tance of the partnership with
Mexico—the United States’ No. 3
trading partner but also its No. 1
provider of illegal immigrants and
primary transit point for cocaine. |
And, apparently seeking to heal l
recent tensions, he went out of his

way to emphasize U.S. respect for
Mexico, which is highly sensitive to |
slights from its powerful neighbor. '

The speech was the main event
on a day when Clinton also reveled
in a visit to some of Mexico’s tourist
wonders. He was greeted by show -
ers of confetti in the colonial town
of Tlaxcala and toured pyramids
built by a lost civilization at Teoti-
huacan outside the capital.

Clinton’s first official visit here
has largely been overshadowed by
the contentious issues of drug traf-
ficking and a U.S. crackdown on
illegal immigration. But on
Wednesday, he and Mexican Presi-
dent Ernesto Zedillo focused on
NAFTA, the 3-year-old trade pact
among the United States, Mexico
and Canada, urging that it be
enlarged to include other democra-
cies in the hemisphere.

Before NAFTA, “many people in
both our countries painted a dark
picture of lost jobs and boarded-up
factories,” Clinton told thousands

Please r ©XICO, A38
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"PRIDE: Walking a Diplomatic Tightrope

Continued from A38

ing the giant-screen showing of a
glick film enshrining the North
American Free Trade Agrecment
as the foundation of a new US.-
Mexican partnership. i

But the U.S. president alluded
only briefly to what several ana-
lysts here saw as a hidden Mexican
agenda—one in which the govern-
ment and the ruling Institutional
Revolutionary Party, or PRI, had
to walk the same tightrope be-
tween Mexican pride and U.S. part-
nership.

Clinton congratulated Mexico for
“bold political reforms” that have
made the upcoming July 6 polls for
Mexico's lower house of Congress,
Mexico City's mayor and half a
dozen governorships “the most in-
tensely contested elections in your
history.”

At a news conference the previ-
ous day, though, Clinton dodged a
question that many analysts here
are asking: After decades of strong
U.S. support for Mexico's ruling-
party governments, how would
Clinton react to an opposition leg-
islative victory this summer?

“Clinton played up the Mexican
rhetoric  beautifully, but it was
pretty thin cover,” said Mexican
political analyst Fedcrico Estevez.
“This is two months from election
day here, and this character came
down here on a campaign swing for
|Zedillo) and the PRI.”

For Estevez and other independ-
ent analysts, Clinton's dozens of
photo opportunities with Zedillo—
and the lavish praise he consis-
tently heaped on Mexico’'s presi-
dent—served to boost the image of
Zedillo's party, which is locked in
its tightest electoral battle ever to
retain control of the Chamber of
Deputies and the capital city.

And on Wednesday, Clinton was
flown to Tlaxcala, a traditional PRI
stronghold about 50 miles east of
the capital, for what resembled a
classic ruling-party campaign
rally—thousands of ‘‘ordinary
Mexicans” were bused in by offi-
cials, who handed out tiny US.
flags.

he analysts stressed that Zedil-
lo and the PRI, like the gov-
ernment that the party has con-
trolled for nearly seven decades,
had to mix those “photo ops” with a
heavy dose of Mexican nationalism
for domestic political consumption.
“The Mexican government and
the PRI, on the ‘Yankee issue,’
have to tiptoe around on eggshells,
it's true,” said Estevez, a professor
al Mexico's Autonomous Institute
of Technology. That was especially
true after a series of bitter disputes
recently between Mexico and the
United States on the issues of drug
trafficking and illegal immigration,
he added.
“You really did need a reconcilia-

tion chapter in the relationship after
the bubbling conflicts of the last few
months,” he said. “Bul really—two
months before election day?”

The White House flatly dcnied
any political motives. Clearly con-
scious of the political implications
of the trip’s timing, though, it
arranged for Clinton to meet for 15
minutes each with leaders of three
major political parties here, includ-
ing the PRI. They were the first
such meetings ever held, and
helped blunt criticism of the visit
by the opposition, which has
gained vast political ground
nationwide during the past two
years.

But Clinton’s presence did alien-
ate some in Mexico City’s society:
protesters from the political left,
right and center who were consis-
tently stymied in their attempts to
stage street demonstrations during
the president’s stay.

Day after day, hundreds of riot
police neutralized groups of pro-
testing teachers, street activists,
students and leftists by blocking
their access to the U.S. Embassy,
Clinton’s hotel and elsewhere ncar
the center of town.

“We haven't seen this kind of
police repression since 1968"—the
year of violent student demonstra-
tions in Mexico City—said a cos-
tumed urban activist who is known
here as Super Barrio. “The police
are doing everything they can to

i
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Marine One helicopter takes off near red-white-and-blue banners designed for President Clinton's visit.

repress any voice speaking out
against Bill Clinton.”

“The police have never treated
us like this before,” said Minerva
Calderon, a protesting teacher.
“Usually they respect our right to
demonstrate.”

In fact, Clinton spent no time at
all on Mexico City’s streets during a
visit of carefully orchestrated,
heavily secured events that af-
fected many people’s lives in this

sprawling, congested city by creat-
ing nightmarish traffic jams.
Rather, Clinton focused his
speeches, toasts and public events
on defusing the causes of the
suspicions and misconceptions be-
hind many Mexicans’ resentment
toward the United States.

He laid a wreath at Mexico City's
Boy Heroes monument, which
honors six young Mexicans suppos-
edly killed during a U.S. invasion of

this capital 150 years ago—the war
that cost Mexico more than half its
territory.

After signing agreements with
Zedillo on the most contentious
issues of immigration and drugs,
Clinton told reporters that he had
come to help heal the wounds of
war and mistrust.

Not once did he comment pub-
licly on the striped banners waving
from posts around town.
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It Takes a Village to Raise a Rumpus for Two VlSltlng Pre51dents

® Mexico: Clinton and Zedillo get a
warm welconic in heart of PRI country.

By STANLEY MEISLER

TIMES STAFF WRITER

LAXCALA, Mexico—For an hour Wednesday, a

Mexican official on a loudspeaker exhorted thou-
sands of people in this old colonial town to cry out and
whistle and wave their small flags with “pride and
emotion and respect and joy” when the presidents of
the United States and Mexico arrived together.

The Mexicans followed instructions, and Bill Clinton
soon received the warmest and most massive welcome
of hig three-day state visit to Mexico, his first as
president. The enthusiasm prompted Thomas “Mack”
McLarty, the president’s special envoy to the Ameri-
cas, to tell reporters: “This is a hometown crowd. . . .
You get out in the country, and the people just really
make an effort. The people are so warm.”

That warmth was reflected when Clinton left the
podium and walked with his crutches to the crowds in
the central gardens of the Plaza de la Constitucion.
Bodies surged and hands reached out to touch him.
People handed him gifts—a blanket, a wooden frieze of
Don Quixote and dozens of roses.

After 10 minutes of handshaking, the president
came across a 9- year-old boy, Aldo, holding up a sheet
of paper with welcoming words for Clinton in English.
Written in various magic-marker colors, the sheet
welcomed the president, called for peace and love, and
asked for a remembrance of the visit, perhaps a photo
with the president.

Instead, the president autographed the sheet, writ-
ing. *Aldo, good work. Thank you, Bill Clinton.” When
he walked away, the boy and his mother, Patricia
Valfadolid, hugged cach other and sobbed with joy.

The town of Tlaxcala, about 50 miles cast of Mexico

- City, was founded by the Spaniards in 1519. The

plaza—with its 16th century cathedral, i6th century
government palace and 18th century palace of jus-
tice—lend the town a Spanish colonial air. It is so
picturesque that scenes for a new version of “The
Mask of Zorro,” starring Antonio Banderas and
Anthony Hopkins, were filmed here a couple of
months ago. The producers could not find a site in
California that looked more like the U.S. state during
its Spanish colonial period.

Tlaxcala is also a stronghold of the Institutional
Revolutionary Party, or PRI, which has ruled Mexico
for nearly seven decades. That made it an ideal place
for the government of President Ernesto Zedillo to
whip up a festive welcome for Clinton.

he atmosphere was carnival-like. Half a dozen

mariachi bands entertained the crowds. Folkloric
dancers, the men wearing hand-carved wooden masks
and the women dazzling colored dresses, jumped and
twirled in the plaza to the beat of a brass band.
Rainbow-colored parasols snapped open against the
sun. Mexicans on rooftops threw down confetti when
the cars carrying the two presidents made their way to
the plaza.

Both presidents wore jackets but no ties. Zedillo,
speaking to the crowd, held up two Mexican news-
papers. The headlines of one shouted that “Tlaxcala is
the center of the world”; the second said in English,
“Welcome Bill.”

*“This is an especially important day for my wife and
for me,” Clinton. who was accompanied by First Lady
Hillary Rodham Clinton, told the crowd, “because we
were married about 22 years ago, and we came to
Mexico on our honeymoon. And so we always love lo
come back. And this is a very romantic setting to be in
today.”

President and Mrs. Clinton greet performers in Tlaxcala during the last day of the couple’s Mexico visit.
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MEXICO: Clinton Puts
Accent on Partnership

Continued from Al

of business execulives, officials,
intellectuals and others at a cer-
emony in the capital’s giant Na-
tional Auditorium. “They were
wrong. NAFTA is working for
America, and it is working for
Mexico.”

The president’s defense of the
pact comes as he is seeking greater
authority from Congress to nego-
tiate trade accords—part of a drive
to bring Chile and other countries
into NAFTA.

Clinton also faces a potentially
harsh congressional debate this
summer when he is due to report on
how NAFTA has affected U.S. jobs.

linton added that the measure

of “the success of our economic
partnership [is} in its human im-
pact.” He cited improvements in
the environment, more secure jobs
on both sides of the border and
specific benefits such as belter
heaith care for Mexican women
because lower tariffs have made
U.S.-made equipment for mammo-
grams and other tests more avail-
able.

Since NAFTA took effect, trade
between the neighbors has jumped
nearly 60%, continuing a trend of
rapidly growing economic integra-

tion that began in the mid-1980s.
The economic partnership has
been particularly obvious in
Southern California.

But vocal critics in both coun-
tries have called for changes in

NAFTA. While the U.S. govern-

ment denies claims that the accord
has cost hundreds of thousands of
American jobs, NAFTA clearly
hasn’t fulfilled the rosy projections
made by advocates. In fact, many
analysts say the impact on jobs so
far has been slight.

Senior members of Clinton’s
Cabinet who accompanied him to
Mexico acknowledged Wednesday
that it would not be easy to expand
NAFTA.

Getting “fast-track” authority
from Congress to negotiate a big-
ger trade pact “will be a difficuit
fight,” said Commerce Secretary
Bill Daley at a breakfast with
business executives.

Clinton returned Wednesday to
a theme that has delighted Mexi-
cans—stating that U.S. demand for
illegal drugs is a major reason
behind the growing narcotics
business in Mexico. He called for
further cooperation against drug
gangs, echoing an agreement he
signed with Zedillo on Tuesday.

“My friends, the battle against

Agence France -Presse

President Clinton and First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton try on masks
as they visit the Spanish colonial town of Tlaxcala, Mexico.

drugs must unite our people, not
divide them,” Clinton said to warm
applause.

Mexico is still stinging from a
recent U.S. congressional attempt
to punish this country for its in-
ability to stem drug trafficking.

Throughout his visit, the US.
president has poured compliments
on Mexico, paying homage to its
independence heroes, artists and
ancient civilization in an effort to
bolster relations.

Zedillo warmly returned the U.S.
praise, stating Wednesday that “no
one has worked with more deter-
mination to press for respect, dia-
logue and cooperation than Mr.
President William Clinton.”

Clinton arrived in San Jose, Costa
Rica, late Wednesday after leaving
Mexico. He is scheduled to hold a
summit today with Central Ameri-
can leaders. He plans to finish his
weeklong trip in' Barbados, where
he will meet with Caribbean leaders.

Mexico Walks Tightrope

Between Pride and U.S. Ties

m Nationalism: Rhetoric is of equality, respect—even as
some fear American influence on coming elections.

By MARK FINEMAN
TIMES STAFF WRITER

EXICO CITY—Draped be-

neath the presidential box at
the Bellas Artes theater here dur-
ing the “Concert for William Clin-
ton” on Tuesday night were three
thick stripes of red, white and blue
that the Mexican government de-
signed for President Clinton's state
visit.

The bunting, which flew in place
of the Stars and Stripes throughout
the Mexican capital this week,
stood in sharp contrast to the scene
here just last month, when streets
were festooned with real Spanish
flags to honor visiting King Juan
Carlos I of Spain—the nation that
ruled over Mexico as colonial mas-
ter for three centuries.

For many analysts, the ersatz

" US. flag was embiematic of the

schizophrenia in Mexico’s relations
with its powerful northern neigh-
bor.

As Clinton and Mexican Presi-
dent Ernesto Zedillo bent over
backward to present themselves
and their nations as equals and

partners, that banner represented
the narrow path the Mexican'gov-
ernment must navigate between
the demands of national pride and
its interdependence on the far
wealthier and maoare powerful
United States—especially just two
months before key national elec-
tions here that could redraw
Mexico's political landscape.

Throughout the three-day visit,
Clinton and Zedillo scripted their
speeches to address those sensitiv-
ities. Clinton used the words “mu-
tual respect” and “partnership”
like a mantra to describe a rela-
tionship that Zedillo stressed again
and. again must be based on “na-
tional sovereignty.”

Inside the National Auditorium
on Wednesday, where both leaders
spoke to an invited audience of
Mexico City's business, political
and social elite, the real Stars and
Stripes flew as large as the Mexi-
can flag during an event titled,
“Present and Future Mexico-
United States Relations.”

“We seek a peaceful, prosperous
partnership filled with respect and
dignity,” Clinton declared follow-

Please see PRIDE, A39



For Mexicans,
Clinton’s Visit
Is a Serenade

He Even Sings Along
With 6-Year-Olds

By JAMES BENNET

MEXICO CITY, May 7 — Midterm
federal elections may be approach-
g here, but no politician has been
campaigning harder over the last
three days for the trust and approval
of the Mexican people than the Presi-
dent of the United States.

And the way Mr. Clinton has
waged his exhausting campaign, in
the first visit of his Presidency to a
Latin American nation, has illumi-
nated much about domestic politics,
here and in the United States.

Today Mr. Clinton shook innumer-
able hands in an ancient village,
where his motorcade was drenched
in red, white and blue confetti and he
sang “Clelito Lindo" along with a
crowd of 6-year-olds. Hé has been
dropping more and more Spanish
into his public remarks. ‘‘Mexico,”
by this afternoon, had become
“MAY-hee-co.’"

At every opportunity Mr. Clinton

has assured Mexicans that the Unit- !

ed States respects their country and
recognizes that Americans must do
more to squelch demand for drugs —
themes that are at least neutral if not
popular at home.

But Mr. Clinton’s eagerness to ac-
commodate  Mexican - concerns
reached its limits on illegal immigra-
tion, an issue that roils politics in the
United States. Today, in a formal
address to the Mexican people here,
Mr. Clinton defended a new Ameri-
can immigration law that is unpopu-
lar in Mexico and Centrali America.
Tonight Mr. Clinton was schedule to
fly to San José, Costa Rica, for a
meeting of Central Amerian leaders.

“We must also take effective ac-
tion to stop iilegal immigration,”” Mr.
Clinton said. “‘We are a nation of
immigrants and of laws. Just as
those who obey our laws are wel-
come, those who break them must
face the consequences.”

Mr. Clinton’s visit seems sure to
strengthen the hand of President Er-
nesto Zedillo, two months before his
party could face the most serious
challenge to its 70-year dominance of
Mexican politics. Today, as Mr. Clin-
ton finished his address, the two
Presidents and their wives basked
side-by-side in a thunderous ovation
— not a bad image for any leader
seeking to advertise himself as a
respected and popular statesman.

As cameras recorded another
scene in the 500-year-old village of
Tlaxcala later this afternoon, Mr.
Clinton grabbed for hands along a
rope line with Mr. Zedillo right be-
side him. By the time the two Presi-
dents waded in among the singing
children, even the famously reserved
Mr. Zedillo had begun to grin.
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The two Presidents have also had
more somber, and for Mexicans
deeply symbolic, moments together.
On Tuesday Mr. Clinton became the
first American President since Har-
ry Truman to visit the monument to
the Niflos Héroes, or Boy Heroes —
cadets who died defending Mexico
City against the United States 150
years ago. As a military band played
both nations’ anthems and 27 cadets
fired a volley to honor the dead, the
Presidents stood beside a wreath at
the site. They did not say a word.

Mr. Clinton said on Tuesday that
he was not meddling in Mexican poli-
tics. “The judgments in the election
are for the Mexican people to make,"
he said.

Any diplomat, of course, would
emphasize common ground, and Mr.
Clinton has not aimed his empathy
only at Mexicans. Looking ahead to
his visit to Barbados later this week,
Administration officials are calling
the United States a ‘“Caribbean na-
tion,” because of its Virgin Islands.
And in an interview with Spanish-
language networks on Monday, Mr.
Clinton even tried to throw a bouquet

- to the Cubans, noting that Americans

admire them for their spirit and “‘for
their baseball playing ability.”

But Administration officials said
the President was particularly intent
on salving Mexicans’ pride, bruised
by the brawl in Washington earlier
this year over whether Mexico was
doing enough in the fight against
drugs. To that end, Mr. Clinton has
over and over stressed his ‘‘respect”’
for Mexico.

In the first applause line of this 23-
minute speech here today, Mr. Clin-
ton declared, “We seek a peaceful,
prosperous partnership filled with
respect and dignity.”

In his speech, Mr. Clinton, like Mr.
Zedillo before him, argued that the
North American Free Trade agree-
ment had greatly benefited both the
United States and Mexico. But while
he declared that ‘‘“we must include
more nations in our partnership,”
President Clinton did not elaborate
on his plans to bring in Chile, as his
Administration hopes to do this year.

**He’ll do that in the course of this
year,” said Michael D. McCurry, the
White House press secretary. ‘At the
moment, we’'re working hard to codi-
fy the balanced budget agreement.”
By 2005, the Administration aims to
bring every Latin American nation
into a free-trade zone.
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{(linion Confronts Two Mexicos,
One Prosperous, Une Impoverished

By Molly Moore and Peter Baker
‘Washington Post Poreym Servce

MEXICO CITY, May 7—This
morning, President Clinton stood in
a cavernous auditorium here before
thousands of business owners and
government officials weanng suits
and ties, hailing the economic won-
ders wrougnt by the North Amen-
can Free Trade Agreement of 1993.

This afternoon. he heiicoptered
75 miles from the capuai to the colo-
nial town ot Tlaxcala. where he was
greeted by thousands of peasant
farmers who make an average of
$3.50 a dav—when they can find
work—and who were lured to a col-
orful rally by free food. sweaters and
transportation.

“There’s no work in my town,”
said Virginio Maldonado Sanchez, a
60-year-old farm laborer who rode

government bus for an hour to

axcala and never got close

nough to see anything other than

Clinton's passing motorcade. “On

days when [ can find work. we eat.

On days that | don't have work, we
barely eat.”

Clinton's day of contrasts under-
scored the economics and the poli-
tics of NAFTA at a time when the
president is pressing to extend low-
er trade bamers throughout Latin
America. As indicated by statistics
rattled off in Clinton’s keynote ad-
dress at the National Auditorium in
Mexico Citv alongside Mexican
President Emesto Zedillo, it is not

hard to find Mexicans who have
benefited from the trade agree-
ment. But as his visit to Tlaxcala
demonstrated only a few hours lat-
er, it is also easy to find those who
have not.

Those realities are especially im-
portant because they wiil help define
the debate, at home and abroad. as
the United States and its hemuspher-
ic neighbors move toward enhancing
economic ties, Expandea free trade
is a central mussion ot Clinton's first
official tnp to Laun Amenca. which
wrapped up its nitial leg 1n Mexico
as he left tonight for Costa Rica.

In the new and improved Mexico
born out of NAFTA, according to
Clinton, electronics workers have
new jobs and better pensions. while
hundreds of thousands of women
now get mammograms because of
American-made medical equipment.

“Many people in both our coun-
tries painted a dark picture of lost
jobs and boarded-up factories, should
NAFTA prevail,” Clinton said in his
morning speech. “Well, they were
wrong. NAFTA is working—work-
ing for you and working for the
American people.”

But along the newly repaired
streets of Tlaxcala. the peasants
bused to the outdoor event de-
scribed a different Mexico. They live
in a state where one-quarter of all
families live on $1,042 or less a
year, where a fourth of the popula-
tion lives in one-room houses and
where nearly a fourth of ail homes

have no toilets. And this is one of
Mexico's more economically sound
states,

“[ really hope he understands the
real situation,” said Claudia, a gov-
ernment secretary who was ordered
to attend Clinton's morning speech
and did not want to give her last
name for fear of reprisal from Mexi-
can authonities. "The problem is. he
doesn't see 1t because he never sees
the poor peopie. He never saw that
hecause the Mexican police don't let
fim see them.”

The effects of NAFTA are hard
to pinpoint definitively, in part be-
cause it took effect at the same
ume the Mexican peso crisis erupt-
ed. But some things are clear—
trade between the two countries
has shot up dramatically since the
pact was signed, nising nearly 60
percent to $130 billion last year,
making Mexico the third-largest
U.S. trading partner and closing
tast on No. 2, Japan. Yet the slight
trrade surplus the United States en-
joved with Mewco before NAFTA
has now turned into a $16 billion
deficit.

Tlaxcala, the capital of Mexico's
smaliest state, provided a carefuily
orchestrated backdrop for Clinton's
only encounter with everyday Mexi-
cans, rather than politicians and poli-
cy-makers. Spanish colonial build-
ings that line streets leading to a
tree-shaded town square had been
freshly painted in pastels by the
Mexican government. An announcer

President Clinton, surrounded by security men, waves to crowd In Tlaxcala.

warmed up the thousands of bused-
in peasants with detailed instruc-
tions on precisely how to cheer and
wave the tiny plastic Mexican and
U.S. flags they had been given.

“Women should scream: men
should whistle!” he exhorted. “Flags
shouid be waved in three arching
motions. Show your joyful emo-
tions.”

Everywhere Clinton went, he
mentioned that he and Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton had honeymooned in
Mexico in 1975. In the capital, he
said, “Me encanta Mexico™—“Mexi-
co enchants me.” In Tlaxcala, he
stressed that the partnership be-

tween the two countries “must be
pursued in a genuine spirit of re-
spect, equality and dignity.”

But the state’s governor—Jose
Antonio Alvarez Lima, a member of
Zedillo’s ruling party—pulled no
punches i his welcoming speech,
striking at issues that anger 1 7
Mexicans,

He urged Clinton to help forge a
1].S.-Mexican relationship as “be-
tween equals” and voiced “concern
for the human rights of our fellow
[Mexican] citizens in the United
States”—a statement that drew the
only spontaneous applause of the
rally,

U.S.-MEXICO TIES

resident Cliitton. on

the final dav or his visit
to Mexico. catled tor
expansion of free trade
across the Americas. Here
Is a look at the two nations’
ties.

* 1994 was 1ne trst year of NAFTA

** MexiCO Gevalued 118 currency in December 1994 leading to a severe contrachion 1n 1ts eCoNOMy
That resuited 1 iess DUICNASING power Tor Most Mex:cans (thus iower imports from tne U $ ) and
cneape( \a00r ang product:an costs 1N Mexico (thus Migher exports 10 the U.S )

SOURCES L.S Commerce Department, U S Census Bureay

U.S.-Mexican trade has increased
sharply since 1992, with a U.S, trade
surplus tuming into a deficit as

Mexican exports surpassed U.S.
imports,
In bitnons of dollars
- U.S. imports 2
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The fow of U.S. investment capital to
Mexico also increased.
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residents living in the United States.

‘Only a few have become citizens:

in thousands

Mexico F!m
Philippines EI'I“
China F o1

Cuba ?772 - Forek
India F Ly residents
vietnam 701 3 :‘lﬁlﬂlllod

£1 Salvador il 660
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What’s News—

THE WALL
Business and Finance

HRYSLER REACHED a tentative

pact with UAW negotiators that
could end a 28-day engine-plant strike,
which has cost the company an esti-
mated $430 million. But several local
union officials said they will urge
members (o vote against the deal,
promising an unusual ratification bat-
tle. The propused pact will essentially
allow Chrysler to proceed with a previ-
ous drive-shaft outsourcing plan.

(Articie on Page A3)
* #* *

Borland filed a lawsuit charging
Microsoft with an illegal recruiting
blitz, which has lured away 34 Borland
workers since [494 and thwarted the
company's {inancial turnaround.

(Article on Page Al)
* * *

Fuji Photo will begin manufactur-
ing film in the U.S. for the first time,
making the Japanese company a more
formidable competitor of Kodak.

{Article on Page AJ)
* * *

The FCC took the first major steps
towuard revamping the $23 billion of
telephone-firm subsidies, but post-
poned a decision on continuing to sub-
sidize consumers in high-cost areas.

(Article on Page B10)
* * *

Productivity soared at a 2% annual
rate in the first quarter, the biggest
gain in three years. But worker com-
pensation per hour jumped 4.7%, fuel-
ing concerns about inflation.

(Article on Page A2)
* * *

The Dow Jones Utility Average will
have six new stocks out of 15, effective
Monday. in one of the biggest changes
in the average's 68-year history.

(Articte on Page C1)
* * *

Stocks surrendered most of their
gains for the week, amid sinking bond
prices and program-driven stock
sales. The Dow Jones industrials tum-
bled 139.67 to 7085.65. The dollar fell.

(Article on Page C1)

¢IREET JOURNAL THURSDAY, MAY 8, 1997

World-Waide

THE SENATE VOTED 89-11 to postpone
the cutoff of benefits to legal immigrants. . % %

The action would only deiay the sched- | gppenheimer & Co. is in talks to be
uled August cutoffs until the end of Septem- | bought by PNC Ban for up to $500 mil-

ber, but it marked the first backtracking | ;. % " . .
from last year's overhaul of the nation's tion in C‘ls_h‘ stock and options. people
familiar with the matter say.

wellare programs, and the size of the vote
indicites Lhe issue has become a sensitive (Article on Page (1)
one for Republicans. The recent budget pact
with the White House promises an additional
$10 billion to maintain the benefits over five
years, bul the cost threatens to provoke a
GOP backlash. (Articles on Page A24) decayed tissue and filling cavities.
the White House chief of staff, Er- (Articie on Page B1)
skine Bowles, is hinting he is cager lo % =
return o private life, possibly after the Donna Karan posted in 875 drop in
budget accord takes effect in the fall. . : Lo
quarterly net, adding to its woes. The

THE ARMY EHAEGEB its leading en- fashion house's stock has lost more
than half its value since a 1996 IPO.

listed soldier with adultery and assault.
Gene McKinney, a 22-year veteran who (Arficle on Page B1)
holds the title of Sergeant Major of the Army ) * oKX )
but who was suspended in February, will be Three top officials of AT&T'’s wire-
less-services unit quit to form a joint

investiguted by a senior officer who will
determine whether he should be court-mar-  venture with their former boss, Craig
tialed. Three Army women and one sailor  McCaw, a wireless-services pioneer.
have filed 18 charges of sexual misconduct (Artlcle on Page B13)
against him, saying Lhey took place between x % =
October 1994 and March of this gear. “I have Honda is suing Republic Indus-
done no wrong,”” McKinney told reporters. . .

A (il sergeant at @ Missouri base :z)l‘ézh?ll_loﬁg;:‘;"t:g; ;r;ezgg;r?)‘ﬁ?]z ‘S];f;)l;s_

was convicled of consensual sex with a ) ’ - o
recruit, but acquitted on more-serious nese auto maker’s U.8S. sales volume.
(Article on Page Bé)

charges. He faces seven years in prison.
* *

*
* * * .
SWITZERLAND SERVED as the Nazis' Bre-X's stock was delisted by the

Toronto Stock Exchange as Canadian

mitin bankers, an officiat U.S. report says. ’ ] :
police met to coordinate their inquiry

Eleven federal agencies reviewed 15 mil-
lion pages of documents on efforts to recover | into the firm's Busang property.
more than $600 million in gold looted by (Articie on Page Ad)
Germany in World War 1. The report lashes x ¥ %
out at Switzerland's “'obdurate’” and “legal- J.P. Morgan joined its individual
istic”” defense of its wartime dealings, “re-| ynd institutional assel-management
gurdless of the moral issues also at stake.” | \,nits and named Rumon de Oliveira to
Sweden, Portugal and Turkey also “profited | head the combined operation
handsorely” from cooperation with Hitler's ' :
regime, il says. (Article on Page A1)

A lop Commerce Departmen! aule
wouldn't rule out the possibility of the
U.S. calling for rcopeniny the postwar
negotiations on repatriation of assets.

* * >

Mobutu left Zaire for nearby Gabon, and off 4.05. .
many think his 32-year reign is over. Diplo- Bonds: Lehman Brothers Treasury index
mals say top generals or their families have 6999.97. off 44.16. _
left the country. Meanwhile, residents of Commodities: O|I519.6:'4 i barrel, off five
Kenge, 120 miles east of Kinshasa, reported Cents- Dow Jones futures index 159.81. up
4 battle with hundreds of casualties. Reb *6: spot index 156.54, up 0.17.
say Unita forces from Angola have joi Dollar: 124.97 yen, off 0.41; 1.7191 marks,
Anbts aalisi, CArtiche on Page AT8) J.0044.

* * *
The FDA approved Premier Laser
Systems’ Centauri, the first laser for
hard-tissue dental work like removing

(Article on Page B13)
* * *
Markets—
Stocks: Volume 497,577,380 shares. Dow
Jones industrials 7085.65, off 139.67; trans-
portation 2594.42, off 9.25; utilities 223.94,

¥ * *

Clinton cited free trade as a centerpicce
of his Latin American policy. but didn't say
when he will ask Congress to renew his
authority {0 negutiate trade accords on an
expedited basis. The president praised
Nafta at an appearance with Mexico's Ze-
dillo. Clinton is due in Costa Rica today for a
regional summit. (Article on Dage A2)

* * *

A Hosnian Serb was convicted of war
crimes and crimes against humanity by a
U.N. tribunal, but cleared of charges of
murdering Muslim prisoners in northwest
Bosnia in 1992, Sentencing is July 1. The
verdict is the first in an international war-
crimes trial since the World War 11 eru.

* * #*

The Oklahoma City bombing jury heard
testimony from 27 phone-company workers
as the prosecution tried to link McVeigh to
calls made with a prepaid phone card he

allegedly bought through a right-wing mag- |

azine. Prosecntors say the phone records
trace his movements leading to the attack.
* * *

Two AIDS studies show new combination
treatments rapidly reduce virus levels 9%
in tonsils, lymph nodes and other favorite
hiding places, but after six months a slower
decline begins. One study offers the statisti-
cal projection, but not the medical certainty,
that climination would take three years.

* * *

Cockroaches are a major cause of a surge
in asthma cases among inner-city children,
& big federally sponsored study indicates.
Researchers found that children who are
allergic and cxposed to the insects itre three
times more likely to be hospitalized as
children who aren’t. (Articte on Page B10)

* * *

South Africa’s former defense chief told
the commission investigating apartheid-era
crimes he never ordered political assassina-
tions but admitted cover! operations against
black opponents. Magnus Malan said he is
seeking forgiveness, not a legal pardon.

¥* 3* *

An ex-Navy intelligence anatyst pleaded
guilty to vne count of conspiracy to commit
espionage in a plea agreement over charges
he passed secrets to South Korea., Three
more-serious charges were dropped, but he
still faces a 10-year term and $250,000 fine.
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Cli;zzon Laud; Nafta but Steers Clear
Of Timetable for Fast-Track Trade Bill

By MicHAEL K. FRISBY
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

MEXICO CITY — President Clinton
cited free trade as a centerpiece for his
Latin American policy, but didn't say when
he would propose fast-track legislation,
which would boost trade in the region.

At the National Auditorium here, both
Mr. Clinton and Mexican President Er-
nesto Zedillo praised the North American
Free Trade Agreement, saying it helped
lift Mexico from economic chaos. But
while Mr. Clinton has talked repeatedly
about expanding Nafta, he can't negotiate
any new trade pacts without the fast-track
legislation, delayed in the face of political
flak from liberal Democrats. White House
officials say privately that the measure,
which allows the president to negotiate
trade pacts that Congress can approve or

reject but not amend, is expected to go to |

_+. Continued From Page A2

Gdre, a likely presidental candidate. isn’t
‘keen on picking a fight that would tick
off-labor. The unions, which generally
appose trade pacts, are a key voting and
organizing bloc in Democratic presidential
primaries.

.- “House Minority Leader Richard Gep-
fiardt, a potential Gore opponent in 2000, is
only willing to support fast track if it
inludes language that would force coun-
1ribs to abide by certain labor and environ-
mental standards. But Republicans won’t
gaalong with it, and neither will most of
America’s trading partners. While the
A¥hlte House has dropped a proposal to
inglude labor and enforcement, it still
hesn’t submitted any legislation.

{.‘_,‘;Meanwhile, Mr. Clinton's speech yes-
terday, touting the uniqueness of the U.S.-
México relationship, was well-received.
Mexicans saw the visit as a just reward for
being good neighbors — staying in the
Nafta fight despite domestic opposition
and supporting political and economic re-
Tofms in the face of financial collapse.

Capitol Hill by the end of summer.

Clearly, Mr. Clinton believes trade
pacts can help other countries in the
region. “We must accelerate the pace of
these efforts to reach more people and
more communities,” he said. “'And we
must include more nations in our partner-
ship so that we can achieve the goal we set
out: a free trade area of the Americas.”

But inside the White House, there is
sharp contrast between how fast-track
legislation is being handled compared with
the Nafta fight four years ago. Then, a
warroom was set up that included top
Clinton aides. Now, Chief of Staff Erskine
Bowles holds meetings, but the only person
following up is Robert Kyle, an officiai at
the National Economic Council.

And Democrats say Vice President

Please Turn to Page A10, Column 1

Clinton Lauds Nafta in Mexico

“Four years ago, together, we ied the
fight for Nafta,” Mr. Clinton said. *‘Many
peopie in both our countries painted a dark
picture of lost jobs and boarded-up facto-
ries should Nafta prevail. Well, they were
wrong. Nafta is working — working for you
and working for the American people.”

While critics in the U.S. may insist that
Nafta loses more jobs than it creates, there
isn't much debate here.

The Mexican government says that last
year, U.S.-Mexican trade reached a record
$140 billion, compared with the pre-Nafta
level of $86 billion in 1993. Mexico's
exports to the U.S. grew by 17%. helping to
boost the nation’'s GDP by 5.1%. And
900,000 Mexican jobs were created in the
past 16 months.

More telling is the reaction from the
PRD, the left-leaning opposition party that
was among Nafta's strongest opponents.
Now it talks of changing the pact, not
dismantling it. In a meeting with Mr.
Clinton on Tuesday, the PRD touted
changes to create a wider distribution of
wealth between the two nations.
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Final day
@n Mexico
iS a winner
for Clinton

Despite frank words,
he earns applause

By Paul de la Garza
TRIBUNE STAFF WRITFER

MEXICO CITY—Earnestly
courting Mexican public opinion
right to the end of his three-day
visit, President Clinton turned on
the charm again Wednesday in
parting remarks, winning
repeated appiause as he reiterated
the importance of the relationship
between Mexico and the U.S.

“Qur partnership ... is funda-
mentai to the future of the Ameri-
can people and the Mexican peo-
ple,” Clinton said. “To succeed.
the partnership must be rooted in
a spirit of mutual respect.”

Clinton revisited issues that
have divided the two nations,
including disputes over drug traf-
icking and immigration, and he
alked about the benefits of free
trade to both countries. But it was
his personal touch that thrilled
his audience of 10,000 at the
National Auditorium.

In opening his speech, the chief
executive brought down the house
by uttering three words in Span-
ish: *Me encanta Mexico” [*I am
enchanted by Mexico.”]

Clinton also recounted how, 22
vears ago. Mexico had stolen the
hearts of two newiyweds—he and
his wife. Hillary Rodham Clinton,
on their honeymoon.

1 was embarrassed to clap
every two seconds, but I did.” said
Jeanette Broussi, a spokeswoman
for Mexico's Foreign Ministry.
“When he said, ‘Me encanta Mex-
ico,” evervbody got on their feet
and started clapping. We're suck-
ers for that kind of stuff.”

Delal Baer. an expert on Mexico
at the Center for Strategic and
International Studies in Washing-
ton. declared the Clinton trip a
success. She said his visit Tues-
day to the Ninos Heroes monu-
ment was particularly clever.

The monument honors teenag-
ers killed in a U.S. invasion of the
City 150 years ago.

“How do vou hit a president
who's bending over backward to
communicate respect?”’ Baer
asked. “He took the wind out of
the sail of the nationalist wave
building there.”

Before Mexican President Ern-
esto Zedillo and Clinton spoke
Wednesday. the lights were
dimmed in the auditorium for a
15-minute video touting the suc-
cesses of the North America Free

AP photo

President Clinton and Mexican President Emesto Zedillo (left) join a group of waving children in the town
of Tlaxcala on Wednesday dunng the final hours of the American chief executive’'s visit to Mexico.

Trade Agreement, which opened
trade between the U.S.. Canada
and Mexico.

The video showed various Mexi-
can and American workers and
business people and echoed scenes
out of George Orwell's book
“1984," a frightening portrait of a
totalitarian society.

With shots of Mexico and the
U.S., including a2 Mexican-owned
printing plant in Sparta, Ill.,
splashing on a giant screen. the
video stressed that. since its birth
in 1994, NAFTA has done nothing
but good.

Critics have charged NAFTA has
cost the U.S. as many as 600,000
jobs because of cheaper labor in
Mexico. For Mexico, NAFTA has
meant the creation of an estimated
1 million jobs. Clinton said.

He added that in three vears
trade between the U.S. and Mex-
ico. America’s third-largest trad-
ing partner. has grown nearly 60
percent and that exports to Mex-
ico are 37 percent higher than
before NAFTA.

In the past few months. tension
between the two neighbors has
grown over the issues of drugs.
illegal immigration and trade. but
Zedillo said NAFTA has helped
make such disputes manageable.

The trade deal. Zedillo said. *is
helping us know and understand
each other better, it's helping us
respect and listen to each other
with greater attention. We have
dialogue and negotiate more
openly, more constructivelv and
with more cooperation.”

Zedilio said nobody has done
more to better U.S.-Mexican rela-
tions than Clinton. In 1995, after

Reuters photo

Touring a crafts market in Tlax-
cala, President and Mrs. Clinton
try on a pair of traditional masks.

the collapse of the peso. the U.S.
president helped put together a
multibillion-dollar loan for Mex-
ico, which the Mexicans repaid
ahead of time. On Wednesday.
Clinton congratulated Mexico for
repaying the loan, a gesture that
received thunderous applause.

“You have endured punishing
setbacks.” Clinton said. “America
is proud to have worked with you
from the beginning. enlisting
international support for a loan
package that safeguarded hun-
dreds of thousands of jobs in both
our countries and calmed emerg-
ing markets throughout Latin
America and the world.”

Pointing to the benefits of
NAFTA for both countries, includ-
ing benefits to the environment.
Clinton said more nations must
be included 1n free-trade agree-
ments in the Western Hemisphere
SO everyone can prosper.

He said that is why he is work-
ing with Congress to expedite
such agreements and why he is
visiting Latin America twice over
several months. He left Mexico
late Wednesday for Costa Rica to
meet with other leaders.

On Tuesday, the two presidents
signed declarations pledging to
intensify the war on drugs and
cooperate on border migration
problems: on Wednesday. Clinton
returned to those subjects.

Every year. he said. drugs kill
14.000 Americans and cost the U.S,
$70 billion in crime. prisons and
lost work. Every year. he said,

.police arrest 1 million people on

drug charges. The U.S., he said.
must stein its demand for drugs:

“We must face this curse
together because we cannot defeat
it alone. My friends, the battie
against drugs must unite our peo-
ple, not divide them.”

Some Mexicans have labeled the
new immigration law, which
cracks down on illegal immi-
grants, as racist. but Clinton said
the U.S. must protect its borders.
There are an estimated 2 million
undocumented workers from Mex-
ico in the U.S. Last. year. Clinton
said, 160,000 Mexicans emigrated
to America, "'bringing their tal-
ents. energies and aspirations.”

“They plaved by the rules. and
we must make sure our svstem
treats them fairly and gives them
the chance to live up to their
hopes and dreams.” Clinton said.
“We are a nation of immigrants
and of laws. Just as those who
obey our laws are welcome, those
who break the laws must face the
consequences.”
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Chiidren crowd
around Presi-
dent Clinton
and Mexican
President Er-
nesto Zedillo
Wednesday in
the town of
Tlaxcala. After
their Mexico
trip, the presi-
dent and Hillary
Rodham Clinton
were headed to
Costa Rica.

BY TERENCE HUNT
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MEXICO CITY —President Clinton on Wednes-
day put much of the blame tor Mexico's drug
corruption and violence on America’s demand for
cocaine and marijuana.

“The battle against drugs must unite our people.
not divide them.” Clinton said.

Speaking to Mexicans who filled the National
Auditorium, the president acknowledged that
Americans are the world’s biggest consumers of
narcotics.

“The money we spend on illegal drugs tuels
narco-tratfickers who. in turn. attack vour police
and prosecutors and prey on vour institutions,” he
said. "We must fight this curse together hecause
we cannot defeat it alone.” For Mexicans. his
message was welcome respite from attacks in
Washington on their countryv's scandal-ridden et-
fort to combat illegal drugs.

Clinton and Mexican President Ernesto Zedillo

alse? fired “back at crities” of the 1994 North

Aradrican Pfée'-"?mde Agreement-“Many pevple in

GREG GIBSON/ ASSOCIATED PRESS

1.5. demand for drugs ignites

Mexico’s woes, Clinton says

both our countries painted a dark picture of lost
jobs and boarded-up factories should NAFTA
prevail,” Clinton said. “Well, they were wrong.”

Ending two days of fence-mending before travel-
ing to Costa Rica, Clinton said, “We seek a
peaceful, prosperous partnership, filled with re-
spect and dignity.”

With his official business done, Clinton flew by
helicopter to Tlaxcala, a 500-year-old town 50
miles outside Mexico City. Thousands of people
jammed the narrow street along his motorcade
route and the air swirled with red, white and blue
confetti thrown from rooftops.

“President Clinton is a good friend of the
Mexicans because he respects them.” Zedillo said.
“He now understands what he has known for a
long time—that we Mexicans are a proud people.”

Mexicans were outraged earlier this vear when
members ot Congress waged an unsuccessful drive
to strip Mexico of its status as an allv in the drug
war and of the tunds that accompany certification.
Mezxicans also were unhappy about tougher laws on
immigration and ‘welfare which would have taken .

" awav. benefits frem most legal aliens in the U. S. .
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Clinton touts NAFTA in Mexico

By Kathy Lewis
Washington Bureau of The Dallas Morning News
MEXICO CITY — President Clin-
ton said Wednesday that critics of
the North American Free Trade
Agreement have been proved
wrong, but he warned that protec-
tionist tendencies remain in Mexi-
co and the United States.
“Many people in both our coun-

M Editorial. 30A

tries painted a dark picture of lost
jobs and boarded-up factories
should NAFTA prevail. Well, they
were wrong,” Mr. Clinton said.

On the final day of his state visit,
Mr. Clinton used a major address to
talk about free trade, to praise Mexi-
~0’s recovering economy and to re-

firm that he seeks a “peaceful,
prosperous parmership” with Mexi-
co.

)
He called for a united, not a di-
vided, front in dealing with the
“curse” of drugs and other difficult
issues that stem from a shared 2,000-
mile border. He also sought to reas-
sure concerned Mexicans about
new U.S. immigration laws.

And he encouraged citizens of
both countries to view their inevi-
tably intertwined lives as a positive
challenge and not a negative entan-
glement.

“With our long border, rich his-
tory and complex challenges, Mexi-
co and the United States have a
special responsibility to work to-
gether to seize the opportunities
and defeat the dangers of this
time,” Mr. Clinton said.

Despite his positive report card
on NAFTA, polls back home show
that many Americans still have
doubts about it. In addition, key
Democrats on Capitol Hill remain
skeptical about expanding it and
the issue already is being discussed
in terms of presidential politics for
the year 2000.

“In both our countries, there are
some who throw up walls of protec-
tion to ward off the challenge of

Associated Press

President Clinton takes in the sights in Tlaxcala on Wednes-
day with guidance from Mexican President Ernesto Zedillo.

change,” Mr. Clinton said.

“But more and more, people here
and in the United States and
throughout the Americas under-
stand that openness, competition
and the flow of ideas and cuiture
can improve the lives of all our
people.”

Mexican President Ernesto Ze-
dillo joined Mr. Clinton in touting
NAFTA, saying it consolidated Mex-
ico's position as the United States’
third largest trading partner and as
“its most dynamic partner.”

Both Mr. Clinton and Mr. Zedillo
cited the benefits of NAFTA. But
critics point out that U.S. trade with
Mexico went from a surplus in 1993
to a deficit of $16 billion last year.
Administration officials attribute
that to the 1994 financial crisis in
Mexico.

Despite Mexico's peso devalua-
tion, Mr. Clinton said, trade be-
tween the two nations has grown
nearly 60 percent since the agree-
ment was enacted three years ago.
US. exports to Mexico are 37 per-

cent higher than before the agree-
ment, he said.

He also praised Mr. Zedillo for
“keeping to the path of reform and
the blueprint of NAFTA" and said
that course lessened the impact of
Mexico's recession.

But Mr. Clinton acknowledged
that “real hardships” remain de-
spite Mexico’s ‘“‘remarkable turn-
around.”

“You have endured punishing
setbacks, but America is proud to
have worked with you from the
very beginning,” he said.

When Congress balked, Mr. Clin-
ton used his executive authority to
produce a bailout package. In Janu-
ary, Mexico paid the loan off early.

Mr. Clinton said more nations
should be included in the partner-
ship to create a Free Trade Zone of
the Americas. The administration
has not yet presented a proposal to
Congress for fast-track authority
that would be needed for expan-
sion.

The president wants to proceed

with expanding free trade to Chile.
But disputes remain in Congress
over whether the authority would
be limited to trade matters or would
include environmental and labor
issues.

Fast-track authority allows presi-
dents to negotiate comprehensive
trade agreements. Congress would
approve or reject the agreement
rather than dealing with specific
aspects of it.

Mr. Clinton ventured Wednes-
day to the picturesque town of Tlax-
cala, where Mexican onlookers in
buildings showered his motorcade
with red, white, blue and green con-
fetti, reflecting the colors of both
nations.

He concluded his first presiden-
tial visit to Mexico with a sightsee-
ing tour of the pyramids in Teoti-
huacan and then a brief visit to the
US. Embassy in Mexico City. He
planned to fly Wednesday night to
Costa Rica, where he will meet with
Central American leaders on Thurs-
day. He also will confer with Carib-
bean leaders in Barbados before re-
turning to Washington.

For two days, Mr. Clinton empha-
sized that the United States shares
in the blame because of the demand
for illicit drugs.

“We must face this curse togeth-
er, because we cannot de! : it
alone. My friends, the battle against
drugs must unite our people, not
divide them,” he said Wednesday.

His visit created some traffic and
commerce problems, and some resi-
dents of Mexico City said they
would be glad to see him go.

Mercedes Mejia, a taco stand
owner in the financial district, said
the traffic snarls cost her money.

“My business is down by more
than 60 percent because people
can't get through here,” said Ms.
Mejia, pointing to the empty tables
at her eatery. “If Mr. Clinton had
stayed here for a week, he would
have put a lot of us out of business.”

Staff writer Enrique Rangel con-
tributed to this report.
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“linton praised on Mexico tr1p

By Tracey Eaton
and Laurence 1liff
Mexico City Bureau of The Dallas Morning News

MEXICO CITY — President Clin-
ton pulled it off, crutches and all. He
swept into Mexico and charmed his
way through elegant dinners, photo
sessions and speeches, all without
coming off as the great gringo savior
from El Norte.

Mexican President Ernesto Zedillo
scored some points of his own. He
cozied up to Mr. Clinton, but not too
much, jealously guarding his coun-
try's sovereignty and declaring that
he wants US.style free markets “but
with heart and a human face.”

That's the view of many US. ex-
perts in assessing the results of Mr.
Clinton’s Mexico visit

“This whole trip was about sym-
bols,” said Delal Baer, a US. scholar
who studies Mexico. “It was about
changing the atmospherics of the
US.-Mexico relationship.

“Since January, we had beemin a
downward spiral with accusations
and recriminations coming from
both sides,” she said. “This visit was
the circuit breaker. You can't get any-

done when the atmosphere is
ed with lightning bolts.”

But while many analysts in the
United States praised Mr. Clinton for
what they saw as a flawless perfor-
mance, many Mexicans remained am-
bivalent about his visit.

“The popular view in Mexico is
that the United States is forcing Mexi-
€O 1o carTy out America's economic
agenda,” said Julio Faesler, a candi-
date for federal deputy from the con-
servative National Action Party, or
PAN.

Others say it's simply a matter of
clout. The United States is a power-
house, one of the strongest nations in
the world — and Mexico is stuck in a
humiliating subordinate role.

That idea came out in some of the
recent editorial cartoons in Mexico
City’s Reforma newspaper. One car-
toon showed Mr. Zedillo — legless
and pushing himself around on a lit-
tle cart — welcoming Mr. Clinton, on
crutches after his recent knee injury.

Mexico’s intellectual elites are par-
ticularly outspoken about Mr. Clin-
ton, calling him a defender of Mexi-
co’s antiquated political system, run
by the same party for nearly seven
decades.

“I think Clinton’s visit was aimed
at strengthening President Zedillo,”
said Jose Antonio Crespo, an author
and political analyst in Mexico City.

His theory is simple: The US. and
Mexico are tied by politics and trade.
But Mr. Zedillo is having trouble
gaining wide public support in Mexi-
co, so Mr. Clinton came t lend a

Clinton and Mexican President Ernesto Ze-
dillo (left) greet people Wednesday in Tlax-

hand.

The idea that Mr. Clinton and Mr.
Zedillo conspire as part of some grand
plan seems wacky to many Mexico
watchers in the United States. But it's
standard fare in Mexico, where the
government's longtime penchant for
secrecy and deception has a way of
spawning countless conspiracy theo-
ries.

Many other Mexicans are more in-
terested in getting through another
day of tough times than spinning
such theories.

“Sure, Clinton bailed us out, but
we're still poor,” said Juan Domin-
guez, 4, a Mexico City street sweeper.

As he sees it, the US.-engineered
$50 billion bailout of Mexico in early
1995 was like borrowing high-interest
money from a loan shark. "And we're
still paying,” he said.

A poll by Reforma and seven other
newspapers indicates that Mexicans
are deeply divided in their view of
the United States. It said that 51 per-
cent of those surveyed had either a
bad or very bad opinion of the United
States. Only 37 percent had either a
good or very good view.

But US. analysts say Mr. Clinton
handled the potentially volatile politi-

cal environment like a pro.

“He did a first-rate job with what
could have been a diplomatic catas-
trophe.” said George Grayson, a gov-
ernment professor at the College of
William and Mary in Virginia.

“Clinton has been the best presi-
dent in the world with regard to Mex-
ico. He has avoided the land mines
that far too many official visitors to
Mexico have stepped on. He has treat-
ed Mexico as a parmer.”

Mexican Foreign Minister Jose
Angel Gurria said the ultimate suc-
cess of the Clinton visit comes down
to intangibles — how the two presi-
dents interact and what kind of “feel-
ing” the American leader takes with
him when he leaves.

“There is no substitute for person-
al interaction,” he said.

Also important, he said, is that Mr.
Clinton mingle with ordinary Mexi-
cans, which he did Wednesday in
Tlaxcala, a colonial city about 70
miles east of Mexico City.

“This beautiful city built nearly
S00 years ago reminds us that some

Associated Press
President Clinton, first lady Hillary Rodham  cala. “This beautiful city built nearly 500

years ago reminds us that some things aren’t
meant to change,” Mr. Clinton said.

things aren't meant to change,” said
Mr. Clinton to the cheers of some
2,000 townspeople.

Then he and Mr. Zedilio stepped
down from a platform and went into
the street to greet people.

At ope point, Mr. Clinton auto-

-graphed a sign that was held up by

Aldo Herrera, 9. The boy and his
mother hugged each other and start-
ed crying after the president walked
away.

“To me he seemed very warm,
very human,” said Teresa Martinez, a
university professor. “You get the
feeling that he is sincere when he
says he wants to be our friend.”

Delfino Techachal, a retired teach-
er, agreed. “I think he really feels
what we are going through in these
difficult times and wants to help. And
I think that will result in concrete
actions, like helping us create more
jobs in Mexico so our people dont
have to leave.”

Anh Do, a freelance journalist in
Mexico City, contributed to this re-
port.
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EDITORIALS

MEexico VisiT

We should meet challenges as allies, not enemies

President Clinton and his counterpart
Ernesto Zedillo of Mexico finally faced
harsh realities Tuesday. In signing joint
statements on immigration and drugs, the
two leaders openly addressed undeniable
problems. But in opting for a cooperative
approach, they deserve kudos for calming a
binational relationship that in recent
months has been steeped in
contentiousness.

For his part, Mr. Clinton rightly acknowl-
edged that the United States bears a share of
the blame for drug trafficking because of
demand here. But he was also correct to dig
in his heels on the issue of border manage-
ment. Mexico should grasp that only by clos-
ing the back door to illegal immigration will
the United States be able to leave open the
front door to generous legal immigration.

Though unaddressed by either leader, Mr.
Clinton’s visit — his first to a Latin Ameri-
can country as president — also had a spe-
cific political dimension. He sought to give
Mr. Zedillo and his ruling party a boost in
anticipation of critical midterm congres-
sional elections in July. But traditional
issues on the binational agenda naturally
took center stage. Among them:

* TRADE. As the third-largest trading
partner of the United States, Mexico last
year imported $76 billion worth of goods

from north of the border, of which over $2
billion originated in the Dallas area. Before
departing Mexico on Wednesday, Mr. Clin-
ton sought to hold out the promise of more
prosperous days ahead for Mexico.

* DRUGS. Both governments must act as
allies in the fight against drug lords. In this
regard, the Zedillo government deserves
credit for dismantling its discredited
National Drug Institute and organizing a
new drug crime-fighting unit. For its part,
the US. has announced it is earmarking $6
million to help enhance Mexico's law
enforcement capacity in fighting drugs.

* IMMIGRATION. The Mexicans fear that
new U. S. immigration initiatives may actu-
ally curtail illegal immigration. In particu-
lar, Mexico fears the loss of $4 billion in
annual remittances. Yet illegal immigration
is, by definition, illegal: Tuesday’s statement
that both countries will enhance border
patrolling to challenge illegal immigration
is good news.

Often filled with tension, the U.S-Mexico
relationship has been described as the mar-
riage of two countries in which there is no
possibility of divorce. That's largely true,
which means the principles for a good mar-
riage could help future relations: work as
partners in an atmosphere of mutual
respect.
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We Back Clinton On Trade
- Fast Track, Says Blanco

(AP) — Commerce Secretary Herminio
Blancosaid yesterday that Mexico would
strongly support President Bill Clinton's
push for fast-track negotiations towards a
free trade agreement tor the Americas.

In an interview with AP-Dow junes,
Blanco said Mexico was in tavor ot a
trade deal that would include all the na-
tions of Latin America. He noted that
Mexico already has bilateral or mulu-
lateral agreements with numerous Cen-
tral and South American countries.

“We believe and we have the evi-
dence to prove that free trade has
helped Mexico.” Blancossaid.

Blanco said a region-wide agreement
would most likely include the same gen-
eral principles that govern the North
American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA), which Mexico. the US and
Canadasigned in 1993. [t came 1nto be-
ing in January 1994.

Blanco said the success of NAFTA
has convinced Mexico to pursue addi-
tional trade accords.

Mexico is currentlv negotiating free

rrade deals with the European Union
and several Central American coun-
tries. [t has free trade agreements with
Chile, Bolivia, Colombia, Venezuela
and Costa Rica.

In a speech earlier at Mexico Cirv's
National Auditorium. Clinton urged
the dismanthng of trade barriers
throughout Latin America.

The region-wide deal was first pro-
posed in December 1994 at the Summut
of the Americas in Miami, with an an-
ticipated start date ot 2005.

Blanco said Mexico has learned that
reciprocal trade agreements are »tfec-
tive ways of promoting exports and cre-
ating jobs.

“Qur final goal is to have an agree-
ment with the entire continent, with
the same rules, the same principles.
That would be the most convenient sit-
uation tor our businesses,” Blanco said.
“We are of the position that the negoria-
tions should begin as soon as possible.”

Mexico's rrade with the US has risen
sharply since NAFTA started in 1994.

Intellectuals

(Notimex) - Mexican intellectuals ves-
terday endorsed the Clinton visit, say-
ing it offered an opportunity to review
relations between the two nations.
Writer Carlos Fuentes said that Clin-
ton has arrived in Mexico at an oppor-
tune moment since bilateral relations
must adopt “a more serious and elevated
tone in keeping with the emergence of
new and unprecedented problems.”
Mexico has powerful reasons tor
dealing with drug tratficking and the
position of Mexican immigrants in the
United States because these are difficul -

Endorse Visit

ties shared by both nations which are
“inevitable neighbors."

Historian Enrique Krauze said that
Clinton’s visit should lay the founda-
tions for a more sincere and closer rela-
tionship between the two countries in
their handling of problems like drug
tratticking.

The US government must assume a
mature attirude towards issues like
democracy, and act as no more than a
simple observer of Mexico's political de-
velopment, especially the torthcoming
elections of July 6, he said.
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The two presidents established a warm personal relationship.



Mexico City Times

President Clinton, above, reaches out to well-wishers in Tlaxcala. Below, President Zedillo esplains the significance of
the pyramids to Clinton and First Ladv Hillary. Mrs Zedillo looks on.
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Breaking The Lightening Bolts

Visit Rated Triumph

residenc Clincon pulled ic

off. crutches and all. He

swept  mto  Mexico,

B charmed his way through
c¢legant dinners, photo sessions and
speeches all without coming off as
the great grningo savior trom El Norre.

President Ernesto Zedillo scored
«ome points of his own. He cozied up
o Clinton, but not too much. jeal-
vusly guarding his country's sover-
crenty and deciaring that he wants
US.style free markets “but with
hearrand a human face.”

That's the view of many US ex-
perts in assessing the results of Clin-
ron's Mexico visit.

“This whole trip was about sym-
bols,™ said Delal Baer, a US scholar

o studies Mexico. “It was about

anging the atmospherics of the
JS-Mexico relationshup.

“Since January, we had been in a
downward spiral with accusations
and recriminations coming from
both sides,” she said. “This visit was
the circuit breaker. Youcan'tget any-
thing done when the atmosphere is
charged with lightening bolts.”

But while many analysts 1n the
United Srates praised Clinton tor
what thev saw as a tlawless pertor-
mance, manv Mexicans remained
unbivalent about his visit.

“The popular view 1n Mexico is
that the United Staves 1s forcing Mex-
1o to carty out Arnerica’s economic
agenda,” said Julio Faesler. a candidace
tar tederal deputy from the conserva-
tive National Action Parey (PAN).

Others say 1t's a simply a:matcer of
clout. The Unuted States 1s a power-
house, one of the sirongest nattons in
the world. and Mexico 13 stuck ina

For Clinton —

And Zedillo

BY TRACEY EATON AND LAURENCE ILIFF
THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS

humiliating subordinate role. That 1dea
came out 1n some of the recent editorial
cartoons in Mexico Citv's Reforma
newspaper. One cartoon showed Zedillo
legless and pushing himself around on a
little cart  welcoming Clinton, on
crutches after hisrecent knee injury.

Mexico's intellectual elites are par-
ticularly outspoken about Clinton. call-
ing him a defender of Mexico’s anti-
quated political svstem, run by the same
party for nearly seven decades.

“I think Clinton’s visit was aimed at
strengthening President Zedillo,” said

of tough times than spinning conspiracy
theories. “Sure, Clinton bailed us out,
but we're still poor.” smd Juan
Dominguez, 44, a Mexico City street
sweeper. As he sees it, the US-engi-
neered 50 billion-dollar bailout of Mex-
ico in early 1995 was kind of like bor-
rowing high-interest money froma loan
shark. “And we're still paying,” he said.
A poll by Reforma and seven other
newspapers indicates that Mexicans are
deeply divided in their view of the
United States. It said that 51 percent of
those surveyed had either a bad or very

José Antonio bad opinion
Crespo, an au- ) i ] ] of the
rholr :mdl polit- He did a first-rate job ;Jnited

ical anatvst in ) tates.
Mexico City. with what could have been Only 37
His theory is . . y percent had
simple:  The a lelOmaflC Catasnophe either &
US and Mex- — good or very
ico are tied ro- good view.

gether by politics and trade. But Zedillo
is having trouble gaining wide public
support in Mexico so Clinton came to
lend a hand.

The 1dea that Clinton and Zedillo
conspire together as part of some erand
plan seems like a whacky conspiracy to
many Mexico watchers in the United
States. Butit's standard tare in Mexico,
where the government’s longtime pen-
chant for secrecy and deception has a
way of spawning countless conspiracies.

Many other Mexicans are more in-
terested in getting through another day

But US analysts say Clinton handled
the potentially volatiie political envi-
ronment like a pro.

“He did a first-rate job with what
could have been a diplomatic catastro-
phe,” said George Grayson, a govern-
ment professor at the College of
Williamand Mary in Virginia. “Clinton
has been the best president in the world
with regard to Mexico. He has avoided
the landmines that far too many official
visitors to Mexico have stepped on. He
has treated Mexico as a partner.”

Mexicarn Foreign Relations Secre-

tary José Angel Gurria said the ultimate
success of the Clinton visit comes down
to intangibles how the two presidents
interact and what kind of “feeling” the
American leader takes with him when
he leaves Mexico. “There is no substi-
tute for personal interaction,” he said.

Also important, he said, is that Clin-
ton mingle with ordinary Mexicans,
which he did yesterday in the town of
Tlaxcala, a colonial city about 70 miles
east of Mexico Cirty. “This beautitul city
built nearly 500 years ago reminds us
that some things aren't meant to
change,” said Clinton to the cheers of
some 2,000 townspeople.

Then he and Zedillo stepped down
from a platform and went into the street
to greet people.

Atone point, Clinton autographed a
sign that was held up by Aldo Herrera,

*9. The boy and his mother hugged each

other and started crying after the presi-
dent walked away.

After Clinton left, some of those 1n
the crowd said the American president
seemed warm and caring, in contrast to
their own officials, who are often stiff
and formal.

“To me he seemed very warm, very
human,” said Teresa Martinez, a univer-
sity professor. “You get the feeling that
he 1ssincere when he savs he wants to be
our friend.”

Delfino Techachal, a retired teacher,
agreed. “I think he really feels what we
are going chrough in these difficulc
rimes and wants to help. And [ think
that will result in concrete actions, like
helpingus create more jobs in Mexicoso
our people don'thave to leave.”

Anh Do. a freelunce journalist in Mexico Ciry.
cemenbuted to this report.
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A Contrast In Political Honeymoons

British System Offers
Incoming Leadership
Time To Dig In

By Rupert Cornwell

ow tamiliar it all seems, in this
H heady political spring of 1997.
Many and deliberate are the
parallels becween Tony Blair and Bill
Clinton at the dawn of their respective
erus: the replacement of the stale and old
by modernity, novelty and youth, the
cultivatedly informal styles, last Friday's
walk down a Downing Street that was a
miniature Pennsylvania Avenue on In-
auguration Day, 1993. But one similarity,
thus far at least — Blair is avoiding the ser-
ial disasters that came close to destroying
the Clinton Presidency at its very start.
“Hit the Ground Running,” they all
promise. But those of us who were there
will neverforget the stumbling, pothole-
strewn birth of Clinton's America. It was
Murphy'’s Law made flesh. The tone was
set even before he entered the White
House, as the President-elect struggled
to form his Administration. Then came
Nannygate and the quest for a female
Attorney General who had paid social
security contributions for her domestic
staff, a requirement satisfied only by the
third cundidate. There then followed
the quite unnecessary distraction over a
campaign promise on gays in the mili-
tary. Finally, there was an ill-conceived
economic stimulus package suggesting
that this New Democrat was at heart an

old-tashioned tax-and-spend liberal.
One way and another, the first 100 days

" of Clinton felt like the last days of Major.

To be fair, not every problem was self
inflicted. With cthe sole recent excep-
tion of Alec Douglas-Home in 1963,
British prime ministers enjoy honey-
moons. So, once, did American presi-
dents. Not, however, Bill Clinton, who
inspired then — and still does — a hatred
in some quarters matched only by that
felt for Richard Nixon. But he did make
matters worse for himself. He appeared
undisciplined and undignified, oblivi-
ous to the fact that he was not only head
of government, but also head of state,
someone who should nor take to TV to
reveal whether his taste in underpants
runs to boxers or briefs. In a word, the
“bubble”, that invisible aura of high
power, refused to click shut around him.

By contrast, love him or loathe him,
Blair hasno “bubble” problem. Already,
after less than a week in Downing
Street, he appears every inch a prime
minister. The manifestc and a bland
campaign gave few hostages to fortune,
while everyone seems to know exactly
what he’s doing. At the weekend, Chris
Smith nimbly avoided a gatfe on the El-
gin Marbles. Then came the swift sign-
up to the European Social Chapter, and
Gordon Brown's stunning coupover the
Bank of England and interest rates.
That's hitting the ground running.

Helping Labor, of course, are the in-
built safeguards peculiar to the British
system. Parliamentary government en-
sures that a potential prime minister has
long since learned the r (even the

much-mocked Douglas-Home, in fact
yielded to few in his experience of gov-
ernment and the inner workings of the
Conservative Party). Despite his youth,
Blair has been an MP for almost 14 years.
Remember too that, compared to an
American president, a British prime
minister is an elecred dictator. The for-
mer must deal with a Congress that even
when controlled by his own party is
fiercely jealous of its constitutional role
as a separate branch of government. In
Britain, on the other hand, the prime
minister automatically commands a ma-
jority in Parliament, over whom his pow-
ers of patronage are huge. Permanent
civil servants wait to help him at every
turn. If he knows what he wantsto do, he
candoit. Clinton, by contrast, had never
experienced Washington polirics at the
sharp end, and his arrogant and untried
staff knew everything about campaign-
ing but next to nothing about governing.
At this point, however, the paths of
Blair und Clinton start toconverge. The
Prime Minister, we are told, wants to run
a presidential administration, in which
10 Downing Street becomes the White
House, command and control centet for
all government dealings with the media.
Ifs0, then beware. It won't work.
Arguably the gravest error of the
untested Clintonites was to lock adoor. It
connected the White House press room
with the corridor leading to the office of
the White House spokesman. Never -
evenduring the worst days of Watergate —
had it been closed. Bill Clinton inherited
a press corps at least as well disposed to-
ward him as the lobby is to Blair, but at a

stroke he lost it. The aim wis to control
the news; instead, he achieved the oppo-
site. Thus the fierce and hostile coverage
of embarrassments such as the sacking ot
the White House travel office staff and
Whitewater, as well as that 250 dollar
haircur aboard Air Force One on the tar-
mac at Los Angeles airport, which was
portrayed as a regal whim that paralysed
West Coast air traffic for hours.

Now it is hard to imagine Tony Blair, so
disciplined and anything but raffish, caus-
ing such public inconvenience. But isita
coincidence that just as Clinton promised
the “most ethical Administration in his-
tory”, so the Prime Minister yesterday
read the riot act on sleaze to his new MPs?
The very standards Blair sets make him
doubly vulnerable toeven siall transgres-
sions by hisfollowers or himself.

But, it in rthese next few weeks, the
machine should come off the rails, let
Blair look across the Atlantic. The art
of politics is not so much avoiding mis-
takes, as not making the same onc
twice. Bill Clinton’s tirst two years
were an excruciating job-training
course, culminating in the Republi-
cans’ mid-term sweep of Congress. But
by 1995, finally, cthe “bubble” snapped
tight, and in November last year Clin-
ton won a second term in a canter. Let
Tony Blair be so lucky in 2002, or
whenever he calls the next election.
Today’s baliny honeymoon will be
distant memory. If mistakes are in-
evitable then he should make them
quickly — and learn from them.

(¢) 1997 The Independent, Londim
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The Fruits
Of The
Clinton Visit

ith the main business of his trip behind him, Presi-
.\. * / dent Clinton was yesterday visiting the Teotihuacan
pyramids and Tlaxcala. Time, then, to review:the
fruits of the first visit to the capital by a US president in the best
part of two decades. The main points were contained in the ac-
cords on drug-tighting and migration signed by Presidents Clin-
ton and Zedillo on Tuesday. Neither accord goes much beyond
statements of good intent; we have yet to see how they will be
put into practice.
The omens, nevertheless, are undoubtedly positive: To begin
with, there is the obvious rapport that the two leaders estab-
lished. Clinton and Zedillo were scheduled to have 45 minutes

of private conversations at the official residence of Los Pinoson .

Tuesday; in the event, they got on so well that the talks were pro-
longed for twice as long. Wherever they went together, they
looked relaxed and at ease with each other. Absent were some of
the petty tensions that have marred personal relationships be-
tween previous presidents of the United States and Mexico. To

paraphrase what Margaret Thatcher once said after meeting
with Mikhail Gorbachev, they looked like two leaders who
could do business together.

And it was clear that Mexican diplomacy - despite criticism
at home and the raucous opposition of a vocal minority in the
United States — has had a positive impact. This emerged in state-
ments from Clinton and his drug czar, General Barry McCaffrey,
both of whom emphasized the enormous responsibility borne in
rhe drug fight bv the nation that is easily the world’s leading con-
sumer. And the emphasis throughout was on cooperation, not
confrontation. Su, though the certification process remains in
place, two of the most important messages thatour Foreign Rela-
tions Ministry has been trying to convey have clearly got
through to those in power in Washington.

There were several demonstrations during the visit. Thisis
something that clearly leaves Clinton unfazed — afterall, only a to-
talitarian regime can guarantee an absence of protests..“It happens
everywhere I go,” Clinton told reporters before leaving for Mexico.

What was significant this time, however, was that the demon--
strations were relatively small, particularly in view.of the emo-
tions that had been stirred up beforehand over US measures on
immigration and drugs. We could be going out on.a limb here
but, though anti-American sentiments are far from-dead in
Mexico, they do appear to be an the wane —at leastin their more
irrational form. %

By “irrational” we mean the sort of slogans bandled about by
the dissident teachers from Oaxaca in their demanstration. We
have every sympathy with the teachers’ cause. Theirrole is vital
and their salaries miserable. But to say that “American imperial- -
ism" is to blame for their low wages beggars our bellefand, we sus-
pect, that of most Mexicans. . ey

Increasingly, virulent ann—Amencamsm appears to be con«-
tined to those on the left who are stuck in a timewarpand those-
on the right who want to use:it as.a shield dgainst:the rapidly -
strengthening winds of democracy: Significantly, while Clinton
was paying us a visit, .the left’s prmcxpal oppositior figure;
Cuauhtémoc Csfdenas, was in New York wooing an‘Americart
audience. And, whatever else might be said aboutCirdenas, no-
body would question his nationalist credentials. :. : '
. Theinstant street poll we published yesterday was, of course;
far from scientific, but we suspect that it reflected-the growing
view that the old equation between nationalism and anti-ameri-
canism is being broken. In the words of one of those we ques-
tioned, Luis Alberto Martfnez, “the best way to confront diffi-
culties is through dialogue and. cooperation.” The two
presidents couldn't have expressed it better themselves.

Mexico City Times
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Break Walls
Of Division
Says Clinton

Zedillo Identifies Conquest Of Poverty
As Challenge Of Next Century

By Robert Randolph

Mexico and the United States must
break down walls dividing the continent
and create afree trade zone in the Ameri-
cas, President Bill Clinton said yesterday.

In an address to hundreds of distin-
guished guests in the capital’'s National
Auditorium, Clincon said che nations
and the region “srand at a crossroads.”

The three-year-old North Amernican
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) that
binds Mexico. the United States and
Canada has brought grear benetits in
prosperity, environmental protection
and labor conduitions, he said.

“Four years ago, together, we led the
fight for NAFTA. Many people in both
our countries painted a dark picture of
lost jobs and boarded up tactories. They
were wrong.” The US president said he
1s pushing Congress to grve him “fast-
track” authority to extend the treary to
the rest of the Americas.

“We must accelerate the pace of
these eftorts. to reach more peaple and
more communities,” he said. “In both
our countries, some would throw up
walls of protection to ward off the chal-
lenge of change.”

Clinton wrapped up his two-and-a-
half-dav state visit to Mexico last night.
Although he and First Lady Hitlary Clin-
ton honeymooned in the country, the trip
is the first here since he took office in
1991. He concludes his tnip with visits to
Costa Rica and Barbados, where meet-
ings are planned with other heads of state.

Speaking with Clinton yesterday, Presi-
dent Emesto Zedillo said the century is
endingwith "encouraging signs” indemoc-
racy, human rights and the free market.

But the greatest challenges of the
next century, he smd, will be the con-
quest of poverty and inequalitv.

“In order to to begin winning thar
battle, Mexicans have been carrying out
adeep transformation.” he said.

Clinton congratulated Mexico for
“carrying out bold political reforms.”

“Democracy 1s hard work ... but it is
worth the effort, for it has produced
more opportunity tor people to make the
most of their lives than all of its rivals.

Later, the two presidents travelled ro
the colomal town of Tlaxcala, capital of
one of the country’s poorest states.

With a crowd of several hundred
cheering and waving flags of both coun-
tries in the central square, Chnton said

the centuries-old buildings surrounding
him proved that “"even in tymes of
change” some things - like family and
hard work — were meant to last.

The two presidents then travelled to
the northern tringe of the capital, for
sightseeing ar the pre-Columbian
Teotthuacan pyramids.

Most political analysts agree thar,
while Clinton's visit has produced few
important concrete results, it has helped
improve goadwill between the two coun-
tries. especially at the presidential level.

Comments by the presidents and
cabinet-level officials have emphasized
cooperation after relations between the
two countries were strained recentiv by
drug scandats and tough new US immi-
granon policies implemented in April.

The Binauonai Commission signed
11 agreements in areas ranging from the
environment to monev laundering.
Commerce officials also ngreed to lower
taritts tor some products that have been
the tocus of trade disputes.

The hughhghts of the visit were pres-

idential declarations committing the

countries to work together to solve mi-
gration and drug problems.

But perhaps the most notable aspect
has been the lack ot reaction 1t has
caused among residents of Mexico Citv
— except for anger over the clogged and
closed roads it has precipitated:

“He's an important person, but it's
not fair.” said Fernando Méndez, who
manages a restaurant along the capital’s
main thoroughtare, Paseo de la Re-
torma. “There was no business vesterday
because Reforma was closed off.”

Thousands rravelling by subway ar
rush hour vesterday morning under the
Nauonal Auditorium cursed and then
shrugged as the train skipped the stop
due to security measures for Clinton.

Huge deployments of police along
Reforma passed the dav vesterday with-
out putting down a single demonstra-
tion. “Today was expected to be hell for
us but it wasn't.” one sergeant said.

Political observers remarked that
Clinton would have met with huge
ant-American demonstrations if the
vistt had taken place 20 years ago.

Only a few, small demonstrations
took place Monday and Tuesday.

Further reports, pages 3and 11

Editorial comment, page 8
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When In Mexico, Wear A Mask — US First Couple Show How It’s Done

Don’t Send Weld To
Mexico, Says Helms

By Glen Johnson

BOSTON (AP) - While Gov. William
E Weld has begun brushing up on US-
Mexican relations, some conservative
Republican lawmakers say they plan to
oppose his upcoming appointment as
US ambassador to Mexico.

The strongest statements have come
from Republican Sen. Jesse Helms.
chairman of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, which will have to
approve the nomination of Weld, a
more moderate Republican.

Helms has been quoted twice as say-
ing the Clinton administration should
not even forward Weld's name tor con-
sideration.

“You can figure out why ['m saving
that,” Helms told The Boston Globe. His
otfice refused comment yesterdayv. The
Clinton administration has contirmed
it plans to name Weld ambassador to
Mexico, though the nomination has
not been formallv announced.

US Reps. Mark Souder and John
Mica oppose Weld's nomination on the
grounds that he is sotton drugs. The two
pomnt to his support of allowing mari-

juana use for medical reasons, as well as
needle exchange programs tor heroin
addicts.

“lcan’t think of a worse place forhim
to be, other than drug czar, than ambas-
sador to Mexico.” Souder told an [ndi-
ana newspaper, the Fort Wayne Jounal-
Gazette.

Unlike Helms, however, Souder and
Mica have no vote on Weld's nomina-
tion.

Weld's press secretary, Rob Grav,
satd, “We have no comment other than
the governor looks forward to the con-
firmation process.”

The White House and State Depart-
ment will likelv arrange a meeting be-
tween Weld and Helms aiter President
Clinton returns tfrom his trip to Latin
America and formally announces
Weld's appointment, Weld awdes sav.
The announcement could come as early
as next week.

During a meeting with reporters on
Tuesdav, Weld said he has already
started working on his knowledge of
Mexicoand US-Mexican relations.

“1 read up a little bit over the week-

end.” he said.
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The two presidents pause for reflection at the Teotihuacan pyramids.
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| Central America nervous

over U.S. immigration plan

GREG QIBBON / AP

TOUR STOP: Presidents Clinton and Zedillo are greeted by
children in the Mexican town of Tlaxcaia on Wednesday. The
relaxed atmosphere during Clinton's visit refiects Mexican
changes in attitudes toward the United States. Analysis, 21A.

By GLENN GARVIN
Heraid Staft Writer

SAN JOSE. Costa Rica —
When President Clinton sits
down this morning with the five
presidents of Central America,
he'll be armed with statistics on
drugs, open skies, intellectual
property and a long list of other
U.S. diplomatic initiatives.
Across the table, no one will care,

The Central American agenda
can be covered in one word:
immigration.

“There 1s nothing more impor-
tant for us right now,” a Nicara-
guan diplomat said. “The new
U.S. immigration laws are giving
us economic problems and politi-

cal problems, Clinton has to
understand that.”
. The U.S. crackdown on illegal
immigration leaves the five
countries facing two devastat-
ingly unanswerable questions:
how to stretch their economies to
fit 700,000 new arrivals, the
potential number of Central
American deportees estimated by
the INS; and how to replace
around $2 billion a year that
those people have been sending
home from their American jobs.
But the presidents will almost
certainly go home-from today’s
meeting empty-handed, at least

PLEASE SEE IMMIGRATION, 24A

One issue for Clinton: immigration

IMMIGRATION, FROM 1A

when it comes to immigration.
Even if he wanted to help. Clin-
ton's hands have been tied by a
U.S. Congress that has turned
almost unanimousiy hawkish on
the whole subject of immigra-
uon.

“All they're going to get is
words and promises and hot air,
nothing concrete.” one State
Department official said.

Clinton signaled as much
Wednesday in Mexico. where he
offered critics of U.S. immigra-
tion policy little more than rhe-
torical flourishes.

“To maintain an immigration
policy that is fair, generous, safe
and orderly, we must also take
cffective action to stop illegal
immigration.” he said. “Wearea
nation of immigrants. and of
laws. Just as those who obey our
laws are welcome, those who
break the laws must face the con-
sequences.” )

In Mexico, where immigration
issues with the United States are
old hat and drugs are the focus of
the moment, Clinton’s words
went relativelv unchallenged. But
brushing off the Central Amen-
cans will not be so easy.

“We know that the subject of
immigration is a very difficult
one for the United States.” said
Emilio Alvarez Montaivan, the
Nicaraguan foreign minister.
“We know it has created a bur-
den of social assistance that
many politicians in the southern
United States think is too great.

*“But we have a situation here
that must be accepted as reality
— not only in words. but in spe-
cifics. it 1s in the interest of both
sides to arrive at an agreement.”

Nonetheless. the six-page doc-
ument that Clinton and the Cen-

tral American presidents are
expected to sign today reportedly
contains nothing of substance on
immigration. merely a pledge to
hold ministenal-level talks.

Even wringing that much from
the United States required three
weeks of intensive shuttie diplo-
macy between Costa Rican For-
eign Minister Fernando Naranjo
and Jeffrey Davidolf. assistant
secretary of state for inter-Ameri-
can affairs.

“The main object has been to
make it soft enough to suit the
State Department.” onc senior
Central American official said.
“To get them to sign, we've had
to reduce the subject of immigra-
tion to a practically subliminal
level.”

Clinton did make one promise

KEWT GILBERT / AP
WELCOME: Costa Rican children wave Nicaraguan and Costa Rican
flags during the arrival of Nicaraguan President Arnoldo Aleman.

on immigration during his visit
to Mexico: “There will be no
mass deportations.” He'll repeat
it here today. Presidential
spokesman Mike McCurry said
Clinton intends “'to reassure the
presidents ot Central America
that there wiil not be some hys-
terical effort 10 engage in mass
deportations.”

It's a message U.S. ofTicials
throughout the region have been
trytng to send for several weeks,
with little success. Newspapers in
El Salvador and Nicaragua, the
countnies facing the gravest eco-
nomic risks from the new U.S.
policy, are filled almost daily
with shrill headlines about
deportees tossed out on airport
runways in San Salvador and

Managua, a few cents in their
pockets and.their U.S.-bomn chil-
dren marooned in Miami or Los
Angeles.

“This story is making good
copy for a lot of people, but the
numbers just aren’t there,” said
one American official. who noted
that only about 400 Nicaraguans
were deported from the United
States in 1996 — about the same
as the year before. More Nicara-

uans than that were expelled
rom Mexico and Costa Rica.

But even if the fears of mass
deportations are exaggerated. the
Central American countries have
genuine cause for alarm over the
cconomic  consequences  of
deportations. INS figures show
that four of the top eight coun-
tries contributing to the flow of
illegal aliens into the United
States are in Central America. If
somehow ail were apprehended
and sent back. economues all over
the isthmus could be thrown into
chaos.

The threat of deportations is
regarded as a potentially lethal
cnsis for Nicaragua's woeful
economy. But even though the
other Central American econo-
mies are stronger, they face great
potential blows.

In El Saivador, the remittances
of 350,000 illegal aliens in the
United States are believed to
amount to $1.25 billion, 12 per-
cent of the gross national product
and larger than the revenues of
all the country’s. exports com-
bined.

Guatemala could face as many
as 165.000 deportees.

“Nobody really knows how
much money they send home,” a
diplomat there said. “‘But you
can bet it dwarfs what the coun-
try gets in foreign aid.”
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Latin Free Trade “Top
Of Clinton Agenda’

US Officials
Pledge Boost

By Alejandro Alenso

Senmior US officials visiting Mex-
ico City with President Clinton yes-
terday reatfirmed his commitmenc to
promoung trade liberalization
throughout the Americas

“There’s no doubt that Latin
American policy is at the forefront of
the Clinton Admunistration.,” said
Secretary of State Madeleine Al-
bright, who took part in the Mexico-
US binational comission meeting
earlier this week. “We all, the entire
Cabinet led by President Clinton, be-
lieve very strongly that the future lies
in astrong hemspheric relationship.”

During a breakfast organized by
the American Chamber of Com-
merce in Mexico, several US offi-
cials highlighted the economic
achtevements of the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA) and spoke of expanding
ftee trade and economic liberaliza-
tion to rest of the hemisphere. US
Arxtorney General Janet Reno and
US Ambassador to Mexico James
Jones were present at the event.

“This is a very critical time for us,
for ties berween Mexico and the US
have grown closer than ever before,
and much of it is founded upon the vi-
sion which we all share for a prosper-
ous growing economy which is built
on open and fair trade,” said US Sec-
retary of Commerce William Daley

“NAFTA was the first step, and it
has been the right first step. Now the
challenge is to help fulfill the collec-
tive goal of this region’s 34 democra-
cies for a free trade of the Amenicas
by 2005. It is my intent to make sure
that the Commerce Department 1s
an energetic supporter of greater
hemispheric integration in the Free
Trade Agreement of the Americas
(FTAA),” the official added.

According to Daley, US automak-
ers have exported 20 times as many
cars and trucks to Mexico as in pre-
NAFTA days. He added that US agri-
cultural exports benefited signifi-
cantly as Mexico's import license
systemgave way to tariffs. Last year US
exports to Canada and Mexico were
{arger than exports to any area of the
world, including all of Europe, he said.

Sofar this year roughly 80 percent
of the growth in US exports has been
within North America, with US ex-
ports to Mexico and Canada now
supporting more than 2 million jobs.
At least 300,000 jobs have been
added since NAFTA was imple-
mented, he added.

Daleysaidthatachievementofa herni-
spheric free trade zone remains at the rop
of Clinton’s agenda. “We see the Free
Trade Area of the Americas as the next
logical step. This is a process that 1s most
important obviously to the President and
those of us in the Commerce Depart-
ment.” But the main challenge was ro
keep the momentum going, Daley added.

“Regrettably the lack of fast track
provides cover to those in the region
who favor a go-slow approach or seek a
weakened FTAA. We need to be in the
game or the US runs the risk of compet-
ing from a very disadvantageous posi-
tion,” he added.

Fast track authority would allow the
president to negotiate international
trade agreements that could only be ¢i-
ther approved or rejected by Congress,
but not modified.

The US hopes that the continent's
trade ministerial meecing in Belo Hor-
izonte, Brazil, next week will establish
a basis for progress in negotiations on
the FTAA. The White House Western
Hemisphere trade representative Pe-
ter Allgeier said on Tuesday that the
ideal procedure would be to propel ne-
gotiations by giving representatives
suggestions.

“The US, Mexico and Canada, and
most of the rest of the hemisphere, would
like negotiations to begin in March of
1998 in Santiago during the next Sum-
mit of the Americas. Mercosur (the trade
bloc formed by Argenuna, Brazil.
Uruguay and Paraguay) prefers to go
slowly, but market access negotiations
involving 34 countries. each with their
own rules, expectations and priorities.
will bealongand complicated process. so
we need to get moving,” Daley noted.

Albright declined to comment on
whether current negotiations between
Mexico and the European Union could
represent a problem for President Clin-
ton's agenda.

Meanwhile, Thomas Mclarty.
Counselor to the President and Special
Envoytothe Americas, added that Clin-
ton’s agenda for Latin America also ac-
knowledgessocial and political issues.

“We must be very vigilanr to ensure
the benefits of growth reach across ali of
our societies. It 1s our responsibility to
make sure that democracy delivers,” he
said. "It is particularly symbolic and ap-
propnate that President Clinton begins
this journey here in Mexico, our neigh-
bor, our partner and our friend.”

Albright denied that Clinton's ad-
mnistration had “discovered” Latin
America in its second term. “The Sum-
mit of the Americas (Miami, Dec.
1994) was a commitment to an ongoing
and robust refationship. In che near fu-
ture we are dedicating a great deal of our
resources to Latin America,” she said.



For Mexicans,
Clinton’s Visit
Is a Serenade

He Even Sings Along
With 6-Year-Olds

By JAMES BENNET

MEXICO CITY, May 7 — Midterm
federal elections may be approach-
ing here, but no politician has been
campaigmng harder over the last
three days for the trust and approval
of the Mexican peopie than the Presi-
dent of the United States.

And the way Mr. Clinton has
waged his exhausting campaign, in
the first visit of his Presidency to a
Latin American nation, has illumi-
nated much about domestic politics,
here and in the United States.

Today Mr. Clinton shook innumer-
able hands in an ancient viliage,
where his motorcade was drenched
in red, white and blue confetti and he
sang ‘‘Cielito Lindo” along with a
crowd of 6-year-olds. He has been
dropping more and more Spanish
into his public remarks. ‘‘Mexico,”
by this afternoon, had become
“MAY-hee-co.”

At every opportunity Mr. Clinton
has assured Mexicans that the Unit-
ed States respects their country and
recognizes that Americans must do
more (o squeich demand for drugs —
themes that are at least neutral if not
popular at home.

But Mr. Clinton's eagerness to ac-
commodate Mexican  concerns
reached its limits on illegal immigra-
tion, an 1ssue that roils politics in the
United States. Today, in a formal
address to the Mexican people here,
Mr. Clinton defended a new Ameri-
can immuigration law that is unpopu-
lar in Mexico and Central America.
Tonight Mr. Clinton was schedule to
fly to San José. Costa Rica, for a
meeting of Central Amerian leaders.

“'We must also take effective ac-
tion to stop 1llegal immagration,” Mr.
Clinton said. **We are a nation of
immigrants and of laws. Just as
those who obey our laws are wel-
come, those who break them must
face the consequences."

Mr. Clinton’s visit seems sure to
strengthen the hand of President Er-
nesto Zedillo, two months before his
party could face the most serious
challenge to its 70-year dominance of
Mexican politics. Today, as Mr. Clin-
ton finished his address, the two
Presidents and their wives basked
side-by-side in a thunderous ovation
— not a bad image for any leader
seeking to advertise himself as a
respected and popular statesman.

As cameras recorded another
scene in the 500-year-old village of
Tlaxcala later this afternoon, Mr.
Clinton grabbed for hands along a
rope line with Mr. Zedillo right be-
side him. By the time the two Presi-
dents waded in among the singing
children, even the famously reserved
Mr. Zedillo had begun to grin.
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The two Presidents have also had
more somber, and for Mexicans
deeply symbolic, moments together.
On Tuesday Mr. Clinton became the
first American President since Har-
ry Truman to visit the monument to
the Ninos Héroes, or Boy Heroes —
cadets who died defending Mexico
City against the United States 150
vears ago. As a military band played
both nations' anthems and 27 cadets
fired a voiley to honor the dead, the
Presidents stood beside a wreath at
the site. They did not say a word.

Mr. Clinton said on Tuesday that
he was not meddling in Mexican poli-
tics. *The judgments in the election
are for the Mexican people to make,”’
he said.

Any diplomat, of course, would
emphasize common ground, and Mr.
Clinton has not aimed his empathy
onlv at Mexicans. Looking ahead to
his visit to Barbados later this week,
Administration officials are calling
the United States a '‘Caribbean na-
tion,” because of its Virgin Islands.
And in an interview with Spanish-
language networks on Monday, Mr.
Clinton even tried to throw a bouquet
to the Cubans, noting that Americans
admire them for their spirit and *‘for
their baseball playing ability.”

But Admunistration officials said
the President was particularly intent
on saiving Mexicans’ pride, bruised
by the brawl in Washington earlier
this year over whether Mexico was
doing enough in the fight against
drugs. To that end, Mr. Clinton has
over and over stressed his ‘‘respect”’
for Mexico.

In the first applause line of this 23-
minute speech here today, Mr. Clin-
ton declared, “*We seek a peaceful,
prosperous partnership filled with
respect and dignity.”

In his speech, Mr. Clinton, like Mr.
Zedillo before him, argued that the
North American Free Trade agree-
ment had greatly benefited both the
United States and Mexico. But while
he declared that ‘“we must include
more nations in our partnership,”
President Clinton did not elaborate
on his plans to bring 1n Chile, as his
Administration hopes to do this year.

“*He’ll do that in the course of this
year,"” said Michael D. McCurry, the
White House press secretary. ‘At the
moment, we're working hard to codi-
fv the balanced budget agreement.”
By 2005, the Adminstration aims to
bring every Latin American nation
into a free-trade zone.
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acC L!NTON IN MEXICO _
Much of drug blame falls on Americans

MEXICO CITY — In a nation weary of U.S. criticism, President
Clinton put much of the blame for Mexico’'s drug corruption and vio-
lence on America’'s demand for cocaine and marijuana. “The battle
against drugs must unite our people, not divide them,” Clinton said
Wednesday.

Speaking to a cross section of Mexicans who filled the cavernous
National Auditorium, the president acknowledged that Americans are
the worid's biggest consumers of narcotics: “The money we spend on il-
legal drugs fuels narco-traffickers who, in turn, attack your police and
prosecutors and prey on your institutions.”

“I know the hardship and sacrifice this has caused,” Clinton said,
citing the 200-plus Mexican law officers who died last year in drug vio-
lence. "“As terrible as this toll is, the price of giving up and giving in
would be higher.”
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Residents of the town of Tlaxcala, 50 miles outside of Mexico City, line the streets as President Clinton's car passes by Wednesday.

Much left unsaid in Clinton’s Mexico trip

8y DUDLEY ALTHAUS
Aouston Chronicle Mexico City Bureau

Analysis

MEXICO CITY — President Clin-
ton's state visit to Mexico, which
ended Wednesday night, was a 30-
hour blitz of happy talk and folkloric
photo opportunities.

Clinton and Mexican President

Ernesto Zedillo used the visit to
promote free trade and gloss over
the many significant differences be-
tween their countres.

As Clinton flew off to Costa Rica

to talk trade with other regional
leaders. what remained unsaid and

what was left undone heiped define
his Mexico visit.

Clinton never publicly mentioned
Mexico's human rights situation.
which many advocates sayv contin-
ues to deteriorate while Zedillo's
government struggles with sociai
unrest.

Clinton never visited the country-
side. where worsening poverty has

launched two armed uprisings in
the past 40 months and has
spawned immigration to the United
States.

Clinton never talked in public
ahout the U.S. government's long
support of the Institutional Revolu-
tionary Party, or PRI, which has
controlled Mexico’s national politics

See CLINTON on Page 20A.
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President Clinton waves with first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton. right,
and Mexican President Ernesto Zedillo. left. while surrounded by school-

Clinton

Continued from Page 1A.

for 68 years and faces severe chal-
lenges in elections in two months.

Clinton never uttered in public the
name of former President Carlos
Salinas de Gortari. who worked
closely with Clinton to make the
North American Free Trade Agree-
ment a reaiity. Salinas left Mexico in
disgrace in 1995 amid economic col-
lapse. His brother. Raul, was ar-
rested on charges of corruption and
masterminding the murder of a top
ruling-party official.

Instead. Clinton’s message stayed
relentlessly upbeat. What played in
the Mexican media was a fiesta of
grinning images and positive plati-
tudes.

Mexico is on the right track. Clin-
ton and Zedillo cooed. Business is
good and is going to get better.
thanks to the 3-vear-old NAFTA
treaty, which will abolish all trade
vartiers between Mexico. the United
States and Canada by 2009.

Happier days are coming for
Mexico's workang-class majority.

~We seek a peaceful. prosperous
partnership filled with respect and
dignity,” Clinton told about 10,000
well-heeled bureaucrats, business
leaders and diplomats packed into
the plush National Auditorium in
Mexico City.

“Many people in both countries
painted a dark picture of lost jobs and
boarded-up factories should NAFTA
prevail.” he said. “Well. they were
wrong. NAFTA is working — working
for you and working for the American

people.”

As president. Zedillo unofficially
heads the ruling party, which faces
the possibility of widespread defeat
in congressional. state and local elec-
tions here July 6.

I congratulate the Mexican people
for carrving forward bold political re-
forms that will lead in July to the
most intensely contested elections in
your history.” Clinton said.

Although Clinton did meet with op-
position party leaders and his admin-
istration professed neutrality in the
upcoming elections, Zedillo and the
PRI clearly benefited most from the
visit. an analyst said.

“He came on a campaign swing for
the (PRD.” political scientist Fe-
derico Estevez said of Clinton.
“That's all it was.

“He met with the opposition to
cover his bets.” he said. “But Wash-
ington's policy reallv hasn’t changed.
Better the devil vou know.”

Despite the best bilateral efforts to
keep things as sunny as possible.
darker svmbols hovered.

The Cabinet ministers and staff of
the Binational Commission met Mon-
day at the Foreign Ministry buiiding
at Tlatelolco. the ancient plaza where
in 1968 troops massacred hundreds
of unarmed anti-government protest-
ers.

The hall where Clinton delivered
his speech Wednesday is the same
in which supposedly pro-government
union members broke ranks May 1
to jeer Zedillo and ruling-party labor
bosses. complaining of sinking wages
and a lack of jobs.

Clinton and Zedillo, with their
wives. toured the Teotihuacan ruins
outside Mexico City later Wednesday,

children 1n Tlaxcala. Mexico, Wednesday. The Clintons toured the 500-
year-old colonial town during their state visit.

near where suspected leftist guerril-
las repeatedly attacked Mexican
army posts earlier this year.

Like the patriarch of a dysfunc-
tional family, Clinton worked hard to
soothe a relationship strained by
bickering over narcotics enforcement
and the rising tide of illegal immigra-
tion. Mutual respect was the byword:
common Interest. the mantra.

Ever sensitive to criticism from the
United States. Mexicans were an-
gered this vear by a contentious de-
bate in Congress on Mexico's com-
mitment to fight drug smuggling and
by a new U.S. immigration law that
seeks to deport more illegal immi-
grants.

Clinton pledged again Wednesday
to maintain an immigration policy
that “is generous. fair, sate and or-
derly.” He did say. however, that his
administration would continue trving
to staunch illegal crossings at the
border.

Clinton also repeated his theme
that both Mexico and the United
States share the peril caused by the
narcotics trade. “The battle against
drugs must unite our peopie,” Clin-
ton said. “not divide them.”

But human rights advocates worrv
that the increased tocus on narcotics
enforcement will continue to lead to
official abuse and an increasing role
of the Mexican military in law en-
torcement.

As the presidential party watched
indigenous dancers perform at the
ruins, Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright met quietly at a Mexico City
hotel with 15 leading Mexican human
rights advocates.

They expressed concerns for what
they called a worsening human

rights situation in an increasingly un-
stable country, and they urged Al-
bright to persuade the Mexican gov-
ernment to make substantial im-
provements.

“The instability worries the govern-
ment a lot.,” Mariclaire Acosta. a
prominent human-rights worker
here, told Albright in a letter. “Nev-
ertheless. it appears you are more
worried about controiling the symp-
toms of the crisis in Mexico than its
causes.”

In another letter sent to Clinton
last week, David Fernandez. a Ro-
man Catholic priest and human
rights activist, -said: “U.S. policy in
Mexico is. in some instances. having
a negative impact on human rights.”

A report attached to his letter said:
“If human rights are not taken seni-
ously in Mexico, we are likely to see
an increase in confrontations be-
tween the authorities and an increas-
ingly discontented civil society.

“While the regime can be ap-
plauded for its economic successes.
the levels of (human rights) viola-
tions reflect the entrenched nature of
abuse and impunity that exists within
the Mexican government.”

On a trip to Tlaxcala. during which
much of the colonial city was cor-
doned off by security forces. the Clin-
tons and Zedillos were serenaded by
mariachi bands and cheered by well-
rehearsed crowds of working-class
Mexicans bused in by the govern-
ment.

“Thank you, Mexico.” Clinton said
in his short speech in Tlaxcala.
“Thank vou tor a wonderful visit.”

Chronicle reporter Nancy Mathis
contributed to this story.
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Clinton’s fresh start

hough they
tried, the presi-
dents of Mexico

and the United States
could not disguise the
transparency of the
deal for better relations
that they struck at the
end of the first leg of
President  Clinton's

IN MEXICO
The U.S. and Mexican
%I_'Iesidents forge bonds of
iendship but tiptoe past
tough issues on Clinton’s
first Latin-Caribbean trip.

drugs.” he said.

Left unresolved
were deeply divisive
issues regarding immi-
gration policy, trade.
extradition of drug
dealers from Mexico
for trial in this country,
Mexico’s policy forbid-
ding U.S. drug agents

first visit to Latin
America and the Caribbean. It was akin
to sprinkling a teaspoon of sugar atop a
bittersweet dish.

Sweetening was needed. however. as a
means to relieve the tension — often
unspoken unofficially — that has char-
acterized relations between thesc close
neighbors, both recently and histori-
cally. The joint statement pledges closer
cooperation in fighting drugs and in
dealing with border issues. Though
many key issues remain unresolved, the
agreement signals a different.- hopeful,
strategy.

1t contrasts sharply. for instance. with
the arrogant tone that the United States
struck just a few months ago when it
condemned Mexico (and deservedly so)
for being overrun by drug barons. Presi-
dent Ernesto Zedillo likewise refrained
from characterizing its wealthy northern
neighbor as a meddling behemoth.

Instead, each conceded a smidgen of
inescapable reality: Mexico acknowl-
edged that *““corruption is widespread in
(its} judicial and law enforcement sys-
tem.” And President Clinton admitted
that the United States’s appetite for ille-
gal drugs drives the market. *“We have
less than 5 percent of the world’s popu-
lation. and we consume about half the

to carry guns in Mex-
ico, and the time bomb of Mexico’s
wrenching poverty. Nor did either presi-
dent dare touch the fig leaf that covers,
but doesn’t hide, the hypocrisy of U.S.
policy that certifies Mexico as a drug-
fighting ally and castigates Colombia’s
equally sincere efforts.

Because so much was left on the table.
it would be easy to say that the Mexican
trip achieved nothing of substance. That
would be a mistake. Obviously, the

_point of Mr. Clinton’s visit was to make

peace and establish bonds. If that leads
to a future in which Mexico and the
United States recognize the dependence
of each on the other and the need for
mutual respect, then Mr. Clinton inche
slowly toward that goal. '
Although their messages were superfi-
cial and largely symbolic, the friendli-
ness between Mr. Clinton and the U.S.-

- educated Mr. Zedillo was genuine. Both

are young, reform-minded, and prag-
matic.

Taken at face value, this first leg of
Mr. Clinton’s journey — he’s to be in
Costa Rica today — is an incremental
move toward building trust and working
as partners. It would have been folly to
expect more. and failure had the visit
achieved less.
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President Clinton passes by some mariachi musicians in
Tlaxcala where thousands of people jammed the narrow

streets of the 500-year-oid town to greet him.

AP Photo

Clinton places blame on U.S.
for Mexico’s drug corruption

Associated Press

MEXICO CITY — In a nation
weary of U.S. criticism, President
Clinton put much of the blame
for Mexico’s drug corruption and
violence on America’s demand
for cocaine and marijuana. “The
battle against drugs must unite
our peopie, not divide them,”
Clinton declared Wednesday.

Speaking to a cross section of
Mexicans who filled the cavern-
ous National Auditorium, the
president acknowiedged that
Americans are the world’s big-
gest consumers of narcotics:
“The money we spend on illegal
drugs fuels narco-traffickers
who, in turn, attack your police
and prosecutors ana prey on
your institutions.”

“I know the hardship and sacri-
fice this has caused,” Clinton
said, citing the 200-plus Mexican
law officers who died last year in
drug violence. “As terrible as this
toll is, the price of giving up and
giving in would be higher.”

For Mexicans, his message
was weicome respite from at-
tacks in Washington on their

country’s scandal-ridden effort to
combat illegal drugs.

Clinton and Mexican President
Ernesto Zedillo also addressed
critics of the 1994 North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement.
“Many people in both our coun-
tries painted a dark picture of
lost jobs and boarded up fac-
tories should NAFTA prevail.”
Clinton said. “Well, they were
wrong,”

Ending two days of fence-
mending before traveling to
Costa Rica, Clinton said, “We
seek a peaceful, prosperous part-
nership, filled with respect and
dignity.” He recalled his honey-
moon in Mexico nearly 22 years
ago and pronounced himself
charmed all over again. “Me
encanta Mexico,” Clinton said, I
am enchanted by Mexico.

With his official business done,
Clinton flew by helicopter to
Tlaxcala, a 500-year-old town 50
miles outside Mexico City. Thou-
sands of people jammed the nar-
row street along his motorcade
route and the air swirled with
red, white and blue confetti
thrown from rooftops.
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®*Clinton takes on drug blame

Mexicans
welcome
admission

MEXICO CITY (AP) — In a
nation weary of US. criticism,
President Clinton put much of
the blame for Mexico’s drug cor-
ruption and violence on Ameri-
ca’s demand for cocaine and
marijuana. “The battle against
drugs must unite our people, not
divide them,” Clinton declared
Wednesday.

Speaking to a cross section of
Mexicans who filled the cav-
ernous National Auditorium,
the president acknowledged
that Americans are the world’s
biggest consumers of narcotics:
“The money we spend on illegal

rugs fuels narco-traffickers
who, in turn, attack your police
and prosecutors and prey on
your institutions.” ]

“I know the hardship and sac-
rifice this has caused,” Clinton
said, citing the 200-plus Mexi-
can law officers who died last
year in drug violence.

“As terrible as this toll is, the
price of giving up and giving in
would be higher.”

For Mexicans, his message
was welcome respite from
attacks in Washington on their
country’s scandal-ridden effort

to combat illegal drugs.
Clinton and Mexican Presi-
dent Ernesto Zedillo also .

addressed critics of the 1994
North American Free Trade
Agreement.

“Many people in both our
countries painted a dark picture
of lost jobs and boarded up fac-
tories should NAFTA prevail.”
Clinton said. “Well, they were
wrong.”

Ending two days of fence-

AP photo

President Clinton reaches out into the crowd Wednesday at the Mexican town of Tlaxcaia as Mexi-
can President Ernesto Zedillo (at bottom left) accompanies him. Thousands jammed the narrow
streets of the town, 50 miles outside Mexico City, to greet Clinton.

mending before traveling to
Costa Rica, Clinton said, “We
seek a peaceful, prosperous
partnership, filled with respect
and dignity.”

He recalled his honeymoon in
Mexico nearly 22 years ago and
pronounced himself charmed
all over again.

“Me encanta Mexico.” Clin-
ton said. I am enchanted by
Mexico.

With his official business
done, Clinton flew by helicopter
to Tlaxcala. a 500-year-old town
50 miles outside Mexico City.
Thousands of people jammed
the narrow street along his
motorcade route and the air
swirled with red. white and blue
confetti thrown from rooftops.

“President Clinton is a good
friend of the Mexicans because
he respects them,” Zedillo told

the throngs in a town square
lined by American and Mexican
flags.

“He now understands what
he has known for a long time —
that we Mexicans are a proud
people.”

Unable to resist the lure of
the crowd, Clinton moved slowly
on crutches along a rope line to
shake hands and sign auto-

graphs.
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Clinton pledges closer ties to Caribbean nations

By Terence Hunt
ASSOCIATED PRESS

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados  -—
President Clinton signed  modest
drug-fighting and trade agree-
menis Saturday with Caribbean
leaders, who have been irritated
by Washington's diminishing in-
terest since the end of the Cold
War. Clinton pledged “a deeper
process of Caribbean coopera-
tion.”

The three-hour meeting. billed
as the first U.S.-Caribbean sum-
mit. included pointed reminders
that the region has fell neglected.
Clinton said the U.S. commitment
was “as deep as the waters that
link our shores.”

Jamaican Prime Minister P.J.
Patterson, the chairman of the Ca-
ribbean Community., declared:
“No relationship. however valu-
able, will endure forever if taken
constantly for granted. . .. In the
closest of familles, difficulties are
bound to arise from time to time.”

On a prickly trade Issue. Carib-
bean nations complained they
have lost tens of thousands of jobs
because of the benefits Canada
and Mexico enjoy under the North
American Free Trade Agreement.

Clinton promised to ask Con-
gress for NAFTA-like tariff prefer-
enree on Caribbean textiles, leath-

goods and other products
currently excluded from duty-free
treatment under the Reagan-era
Caribbean Basin Initiative.

Patterson expressed pleasure at
the president’s “filrm and un-
equivocal commitment.” Clinton
said he made clear “that all I
could do was ask the Congress”
for the legislation. noting that
there is opposition in both parties
to expanded trade. He sald he be-
lieved Congress would be inclined
to approve the legislation.

Caribbean leaders were angered
last week by a U.S.-sought ruling
from the World Trade Organiza-
tion against speclal trade prefer-
ences given by the European
Union to Caribbean banana im-
ports. Some small Island nations
that rely on the banana trade with
Europe said the ruling could wipe
out their economies.

“For many of our countries, ba-
nanas (are) to us what cars are to
Detroit,” said Patterson. quoting
Prime Minister Vaughan Lewis of
St. Lucia.

Clinton sald the United States
supports duty-free access to the

EU market for Caribbean bananas
— but will continue to oppose
preferences that give European
marketing and distribution firms
an advantage over US. compa-
nies. He said the United States
was targeting “a discriminatory
European system, not Caribbean
bananas.”

The president pledged to trans-
fer Air Force surveillance aircraft
to Caribbean nalions to crack
down on narcotics trafficking.
gunrunning and alien smuggling,

With one-third of U.S.-bound
cocaine and marijuana passing
through the Caribbean, the United
States has been pressing leaders
here to crack down on drug traf-
ficking and moncy laundering. Ca-
ribbean leaders have complained
the United States has not given
them the resources they need.

The meeting concluded with up-
beat assessments.

“History will recall this summit
as having forged a new and a
lasting bond between the people of
our nations and those of the Unit-
ed States of America.” ‘Prime Min-
ister Owen Arthur of Barbados
said.

Lo BN
Assomaled Press
EAGER FOR A GLIMPSE: Hundreds of children wait for the
motorcade carrying President Clinton and Caribbean leaders
to pass. The summit was held Saturday in Barbados.
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AP photo

No more crutches: President Clinton arrives
at Andrews Air Force Base on Monday, sporting a
hand-carved cane given to him in Mexico last
week. He had been using crutches in his recovery
from a major knee injury he suffered March 1 4.
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HOME AGAIN:

President Clinton,
sporting a new white
cane, returned to the
White House after a
week-long trip to
Mexico, Costa Rica
and Barbados. Clin-
ton’s doctors gave
him the OK to aban-
don the crutches he's
used since a knee in-
jury in March. Among
issues he faces this
week are the juvenile
crime bill that the
House passed without

features he wants and By J. Scott Applewhita, AP
fine-tuning the bai- Clintons at White House: Presi-
anced budget accord.  dent's cane was a gift from Mexico
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At The Wire

(From Defender wires)

Clinton returnin? from tour

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados — After a week of meet-
ing leaders in Mexico, Central America and the
Caribbean. then a day of relaxation in Barbados, Pres-
ident Clinton is “feeling great” and ready to head home.

Spokeswoman Mary Ellen Glynn says the president
was “really beat” following his week of meetings, but
adds his day of sitting poolside Sunday and talking
with his wife and reading “did him a world of good.”
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Clinton cracks ‘em up in Mexico

by Helen Thomas
(Thomas is White House reporter for the United Press Inter-
national news service.)

WASHINGTON (UPI) — President Clinton had serious
business on his agenda when he arrived in Mexico City but
that didn’t stop him from making his first stop into a run-
ning comedy routine with Mexican President Ernesto
Zedillo as his guide. Clinton spent nearly two hours tour-
ing the National Museum of Anthropology immediately
upon his arrival in the country at the start of an eight-day
Latin American swing. As the sightse.ing wore on, the
eager U.S. visitor grew what companions described as a
bit punchy.

Spotting a statue of a heavily tattooed male with a gap-
ing mouth and sagging, pierced earlobes, Clinton
remarked: “Dennis Rodman.” Amid pre- Colombian stat-
ues, he saw one with a somewhat similar face and pointed
out, “Look, there's my ancestor — his nose is too big.”

And after being told by a curator that a display of mis-
shapen human skulls was due to the Mayan practice of
purposely compressing the heads of their children, Clin-
ton aide Bruce Lindsey wondered aloud about the effect
that would have on early childhood development.

On that, Clinton remarked: “It depends whether you
read to them and sing to them while you're squeezing their
heads.” With chuckles all around over their glib references
to his recent White House conference on the educational
needs of young children, Clinton proceeded to imagine
aloud the words of a mother to her child: “I'm squeezing
your head. I Tove you. I'm squeezing your head because 1
love you.” "~ "’ '

okt sl keskeck

The comedy actually began the moment Air Force One
landed in Mexica City, even before the president managed
to hobble with hissorutohes offitlie ptane.

The Mexicans had prepared an honor guard of soldiers
on the tarmac, and placed a red carpet toward the front of
the plane to catch the president’s first steps on Mexican
soil. But before Clinton could work his way down the stairs
of his 747 jetliner, a flurry of activity broke out among the
assembled Mexican officials, while twq workers were
hastily dispatched ta raol] up the small piece of carpet,
barzly 10 feet in length, run it over tq the hopor guard,
and unroll it in front of the first dozen or gp soldiers in line.

U.S. officials involved in trip preparations had no imme-
diate explanation for the slightly awkward display of
last-minute indecision, although one described hours of
agonizing debate covering such possibilities as the carpet
being sucked into the blades of departing helicopters.

But the planners apparently failed to anticipate that
the decidedly modest length of carpeting would have left
the crutch-dependent Clinton stepping off the other end
— right at the point of a storm grating, Although the last-
minute switch meant the president had to walk a few
yards on black tarmac before setting foot an cloth, he did
so safely, and the tradition of a red-carpet — or red place-
mat — welcome had been preserved.

etk kokok

Ever since first daughter Chelsea Clinton made the sur-
prise announgement last week that she would be attending
Stanford University, speculation has been rampant about
the reasons for her decision.

Asked for her opinion, a personal aide to the first fam-
ily said the No. 1 reason for her choice was her fervent
desire faor privacy: Stanford is far from Washington, and
has a reputation for protecting its celebrity students.

But the aide described an agonizing choice for Chelsea,
but said Chelsea as being particularly anxious to remove
herself from the oppressive orbit of East Coast politics that
would_have accompanied her to such schools.



Having a Wonderful Time . ..

i Image: George Bush. globe-trotting foreign-

" policy President: Bill Clinton, domestically

| focused stay-at-home President. The reality,

[ however, is that homeboy Bill has flitted
about almost as much as cosmopolitan

‘ George. And with his first visit to Latin

‘ America last week, Clinton surpassed his

I predecessor. But in the First Lady frequent-

I flyer contest, peripatetic Hillary wins by

| many a mile over Barbara Bush, who was a

l veritable domestic shut-in. A comparison of

the foreign trips each has headed:

i
! | PRESIDEMY= COUNTRIESSE: - FAVORITE=
i phe VISITEDE::.© -+ - SPOTSIN. VOYAGEL:. SKIPS:=: STOP =
BiLL 36 Russia. ltaly, 3 Canada China Costa Rica
France, Israel.
Canada
Canada Israel Costa Rica

GEORGE 35 France 4

HiLLARY 33 South Africa 2 Norway Russia Costa Rica®
BARBARA 2 Canada 2 Canada The world Costa Rica
~Hillary only made 1t there with Bil) 1ast week
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Clinton signed accords on
drugs, money-iaundering and
border co-operation, but was
reminded that proud Mexi-
cans value their sovereignty.
He flew on to meet Central
American leaders, who want
NAFTA-like free trade, and,
later, Caribbean ones, who
doubt its value to them.



The
Economist

reflects a sharp deterioration in Arab-Is-
raeli relations and growing Arab concern at
the thought of Binyamin Netanyahu's fin-
ger on a nuclear button. Israel’s acceptance
of the 1993 Oslo peace agreement, they ar-
gue, was at least partly due to Yitzhak
Rabin’s realisation that israel couid not for
ever ensure that its enemies were denied
nuclear weapons. But the peace process
supposed to defuse the wider conflict re-
mains far from complete. Shuddering away
from the exchange of fearful threats, these
softer-nosed Israelis urge a strong infusion
of American diplomacy. This week, on top
of a meeting between Yasser Arafat and
President Ezer Weizman, the tireless Den-
nis Ross was back, trying.

Mexico

Awkward guest

MEXICO CITY

NE principle has long ruled American
policy towards Mexico: don’t rock the
boat, and if some fool in it does, help the
captain (even if he is the fool) to bail it out.
For decades that has meant turning a blind
eye to the monkey-tricks of the ruling Insti-
tutional Revolutionary Partv, the pr1. In the
peso crisis 0f 1995 it meant—not for the first
time—a fat package of financial aid as well.
That package was Bill Clinton’s work. But is
the American president. a visitor this week,
ready to change his country’s ways?
Maybe. Mr Clinton did all that is nor-
mal in such a visit, signing accords on
drugs, money-laundering, border co-opera-
tion and much else, speaking kindly of his
hosts and their country, even honouring its
heroes trom a lost war with his own 150
years ago. But also, to the irritation of PRI
bosses, awaiting uneasily July’s voting for

We're still buddies, Emesto

MAY 10TH 1997

INTERNATIONAL

The smaller neighbours

SAN JOSE. COSTARICA

S BILL CLINTON waxed poetic in
Mexico about the benefits—and
hoped-for expansion—of the North
American Free-Trade Agreement, Mexi-
. ¢o’'s smaller neighbours were listening
| carefully. Mr Clinton was due in Costa
| Rica, and later in Barbados, to meet the
! leaders of Central America and the Ca-
| ribbean. Both regions have worries
E about trade, and NAFTA is one of them.
l. Both areas have privileged access to
1 the United States’ market through the Ca-
ribbean Basin Initiative. But NAFTA,
opening doors to their rivals in Mexico,
has removed most of the privilege. Trade
I with the American market, and worid-
wide investment aimed at it, have gone
Mexico’s wav. So? The Central Ameri-
cans, who have embraced free-marketry
and—less zealously—trade integration
among themselves, want a free-trade ac-
cord, NAFTA-like but even more compre-
hensive. That will take time, and Mr
Clinton—unexpectedly—raised at once
the thomy issue of labour rights. But,as a
portent, most countries were expected to
sign an open-skies airline accord with
him on May 8th.
In contrast, Caribbean governments

find little for them in free trade. They
have just seen the World Trade Organisa-
tion uphold a complaint, backed by the
United States (among others), against the
European Union’s special access for Ca-
ribbean bananas—a vital issue for some
islands. Their tiny economies are already
awash with American goods: They
would love to claw back some sort of spe- -
cial status, offering privileged access for |
their exports—and protection at home.
The United States has more reasons
than trade theory or mere goodwill to lis-
ten to both regions. Two of their main ex-
ports to it are (mainly Colombian) drugs
and their own poor migrants. They are
mostly ready to co-operate on drugs, but
want a less one-sided approach; only
now has Jamaica agreed even to a di-
luted version of the “shiprider” accords
accepted by others in the Caribbean to
aid American patrols. On migration,
both regions are worried by new Ameri-
can laws, which they fear may lead to
mass deportations (not least, of crimi-
nals) And their argument is crude but
true: be nice to our goods, and so boost
our economies—or, law or no law, you
will find our job-seekers coming instead.

Congress and the mayoralty of Mexico city,
he insisted on private meetings with the
heads of all three main parties—which, of
course, included the two chief opposition
parties, the leftist PRD and the conservative
paN. Even the democracy-loving Jimmy
Carter, the last American president to visit
Mexico city, did not seek as much.

The meetings set off a flurry of specula-
tion. Without American backing, argues
Jorge Castaneda, an expert on its relations
with the United States, “the PRI would not
have lasted bevond 1988"—the year when
Carlos Salinas won the presidency in an
election whose count (let alone conduct)
many believed rigged. As Federico Reyes
Heroles, a polister, notes, ordinary people
in Mexico know who stands behind the
PRI: asked who holds most power there,
many respond “the president”, but still
more “the United States.”

Felipe Calderon, leader of the PAN, used
his meeting with Mr Clinton, he said. to
“make clear in an election vear that the PAN
is a real option for an alternation of
power.” The meeting with the PRD was less
amiable: Manuel Lopez Obrador, its head,
said, “You can't talk of a friendly relation-
ship when Mexicans’ human rights are be-
ing violated in the United States.” “A bit
more nationalistic and populist” was the
patronising description used by Mr Clin-

ton’s spokesman. Yet that the meeting hap-
pened at all was an advance.

Or was it? Mr Castaneda says that the
visit has had the result of bolstering Presi-
dent Ernesto Zedillo and the Pri1 just before
July’s voting. Whether by design or chance
is another question. But why else, ask cyn-
ics, would an American president pian the
first such trip in nearly two decades at so
helpful a moment?

Yet Mr Clinton’s visit did come at a
time when Mexico is moving towards open
democracy. Its new electoral code, while
imperfect, is far better than the old one. In
total, opposition parties now govern nearly
half of all Mexicans at state and local level.
Even the PrRD’S Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, the
loser in 1988, this week said that egregious
fraud of the sort that cost him the presi-
dency then is unlikely this year. True, the
reason he offered was the risk it would pose
to foreign investment, not any sudden rush
of virtue. But even that implies that foreign-
ers will no longer blithely accept electoral
fraud as the Mexican norm.

It now appears that the United States is
ready to believe that no longer the PRI but
democracy may be the best guarantor of
stability in Mexico. Yes, says James Jones,
Mr Clinton’s soon-to-depart ambassador:
*It doesn’t matter to us who wins.”
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Excelentisimo Clinton

EXICO dressed herself up for Bill Clinton this week. She
puton a parade of cavalry and glinting swords and orna-
mental cannon; she hid her blemishes behind a thick layer of
security goons, who kept poor people out of sight. Mr Clinton,
on his first visit to Mexico as president, responded gallantly. He
praised Mexico’s majestic past and her dynamic future; he
lauded her writers and archaeological treasures; he rejoiced in
her political and economic reform. And, like a proud woman,
Mexico was delighted to be respected as an equal. During the
two days of the visit, President Ernesto Zedillo kept on saying
how important it was that Mr Clinton looked upon Mexico as a
“sovereign nation” (unlike some gringos, went the subtext).
“Thank you, Excelentisimo Clin-
ton,” he said glowingly.

For once, Mr Clinton’s flat-
tery was meant sincerely. Over
the past four years, over NAFTA,
anti-drugs co-operation and the
emergency loan for Mexico when
its currency collapsed, he has
taken huge risks for his southern
neighbour. This week he came to
Mexico with further tokens of de-
votion. Half the members of his
cabinet were there with him, to
negotiate a range of agreements
with their Mexican counterparts.
There was a deal on sewage pro-
cessing, so that Mexican waste
would no longer sully San Die-
go’s beaches. There was a pact to
reduce agricuitural trade barri-
ers, consolidating the work of
freeing trade that NAFTA began.
On immigration and drugs, the
two thorns in Mexican-American
relations, there were promises of new understanding.

All this is a far crv from 1976, when Henry Kissinger visited
Mexico with ill-concealed reluctance. and spent his time there
lecturing bemused officials on the East-West balance. A country
that seemed peripheral to the grand stratagems of the cold war
now seems, in the words of a top Clinton adviser, the very model
of what post-cold-war policy is about. Mr Kissinger's master
stroke—his biggest risk and his greatest achievement—was to
lead Nixon to China. The equivalent for Mr Clinton is backing
Mexico through hard times.

By cutting trade barriers and saving Mexico from financial
crisis, America has made possible a fine flowering of links be-
tween the two countries. Mexico has long been America’s third
trading partner, after Canada and Japan: since NAFTA came into
force three years ago, American exports to Mexico are up 36%,
and imports have jumped 80%. When Mexico defaulted on its
debt in 1982, it set off a financial crisis across Latin America that
lasted until the end of the decade. This time Mexico has repaid
America’s emergency loan three vears ahead of schedule.

Mexico offers threats as well as opportunities. and here too it
exemplifies post-cold-war diplomacy. The security threats of the
new era include drugs: and most of the illegal drugs entering
America come through Mexico. They include immigration: Mex-
icans account for over half of the sm illegal immigrants in Amer-
ica. though more than 100.000 Mexicans move to0 America le-
gally each year. And they include pollution: with 2,000 miles of

common border, Mexico’s air, water and sewage is bound to af-
fect America’s environment in a big way.

None of these modern threats can be dealt with unilaterally.
But co-operation between Mexico and America is tricky. This is
why Mr Clinton’s gallantry is so necessary to soothe old wounds.
And yet it is difficult to suppress doubts about how far the
gallant's power actually extends, doubts which go to the heart of
America’s diplomacy after the cold war. The ten cabinet mem-
bers there in Mexico were proof that the new foreign policy is,
increasingly, domestic policy. This makes it more sensitive. Or-
dinary voters were willing, by and large, to leave the cold war's
geostrategists to wrestle with the evil empire; but they are less
trusting on issues that affect them
directly, such as drugs. This dif
ference means, in turn, that Con-
gress meddles a lot more in what
used to be the president’s prerog-
ative.

That is awkward, especially
for relations with a touchy coun-
try like Mexico. The creation of
NAFTA ought to have been an un-
mitigated plus for Mexican-
American relations. Instead, the
ratification debate set off some
vicious criticism of Mexico as a
third-world slum, criticism zeal-
ously amplified by Mexico's
prickly press. Equally, the peso
bail-out should have been a tri-
umph; but Congress opposed
helping Mexico so fiercely that
Mr Clinton had eventually to go
behind its back. Mr Clinton’s
backing for Mexico's drugs war
was the same story: it was an oc-
casion for Mexico-bashing in Congress yet again.

Up to a point, Congress’s shrill anti-diplomacy is inevitable:
America’s foreign allies will have to develop thicker skins. But
some congressional meddling is avoidable; it is the result of laws
that curtail the president’s elbow-room in foreign policy, and in
general these are a bad idea. Some wise heads in Congress know
this: two bills in the House propose to undo legislation passed in
the 1980s, which limits the president’s freedom to choose how
far to co-operate with Latin governments’ efforts to fight drugs.
But drugs are not the only problem: and few members of Con-
gress are willing to cut back their meddiing across the board.

This week, after Messrs Clinton and Zedillo had given a sun-
drenched press conference in the garden of Mexico’s presiden-
tial mansion. Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison of Texas could be
found following the crowd that filed back to the car park, scram-
bling up grass banks and over rose shrubs in elegant high-heels.
Did she sympathise with the House bills to return drugs policy to
the president? Yes, she did. Did she have reservations about the
Helms-Burton law, which ties the president’s hands on Cuba
policy? Ah well. in this case she did not. And what did she think
about the War Powers Act. which took away the president’s right
to declare war without recourse to Congress? It should be revised
to restrict the president’s power still more tightly, the senator
declared. Congress is not about to relinquish its say in foreign
policy: which means that Mr Clinton’s gallantry in Mexico will
be tempered by ruder voices that trundle in his wake.
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La Conchita dpor fin fue
transforma acias

a la visita de Nilda
Patricia Velasco
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REVISARAN EL TRATADO DE EXTRADICION

Mexu:o y EU firman
alianza contra drogas

Foros: Javier Sinchez y Carlos Ramos
Los presidesntes Ernesto Zedillo J Bill Clinton saludan a nifios que acudieron al Campo Marte, en
i

donde el mandatario mexicano dio la bienvenida oficial a su colega estadounidense.
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Paraliza a_I DF el
cierre de calles

La breve estancia del presidente William Clin-
ton en ¢l Distrito Federal provocd ayer la “viola-
cion de derechos constitucionales™ y caos vial,
debido al las extremas medidas de seguridad im-
puestas por miles de guardianes del orden. opi-
naron irritados ciudadanos.

En ¢t Angel de la Independencia. centenares
de policias trataron de impedir una manifestacion
en contra de la visita de Clinton y arrestaron al
menos a tres personas por lanzar consignas an-
tiestadounidenses.

Miles de policias tendieron un férreo cordon
de seguridad. que abarco vanas cuadras circun-
dantes al Angel, Palacio Nacional v el Palacio de

Un diao idenendiente Mé

Bellas Artes.

Algunos automovilistas y ciudadanos tardaron
. Foto: Javier Sinchez mas de tres horas para llegar a su destino. por lo
Avenida Juirez v otras importantes vialidades que demandaron que esa excesiva seguridad utili-
de la ciudad fueron cerradas aver zada en cuidar al presidente norteamericano se em-
sorpresivamente con motivo de la visita de Bill. ~ pleara mejor para combatir al hampa.
Clinton, lo que causo grandes
congestionamientos ¢ irritacién ciudadana. o Informacion en la pagina (A 6]

—
Ayudaran a formar la-nueva
policfa mexicana antinarco

Los presidentes Ernesto Zedillo y William
Clinton firmaron ayer una Alianza México-Es-
tados Unidos contra las Drogas, y se declararon
unidos para combatir este mal con todos los re-
cursos a su alcance y con respeto absoluto a la
soberania y jurisdiccion territorial de las dos
naciones.

Los dignatarios también suscribieron una De-
claracion Conjunta sobre Migracion, ceremonia
en ia que Clinton garantizé que “no habra depor-
taciones a gran escala”.

La firma de los documentos se llevé a cabo en
la hondonada de la residencia oficial de Los Pi-
nos, después de la Sesion Plenaria de Conclusio-
nes de la XIV Comision Binacional México-Es-
tados Unidos.

La Declaracion de la Alianza incluye un acuer-
do para negociar un Protocolo al Tratado de Ex-
tradicion que permita. bajo condiciones v cir-
cunstancias apropiadas. que individuos sean juz-
gados en ambos paises antes de compietar sus
sentencias en cualquiera de ellos.

En rueda de prensa, Barry McCaffrey dijo que
Estados Unidos ayudara a las autoridades mexi-
canas a establecer una nueva policia antidrogas.
completara la entrega de 73 helicopteros. entre-
nara a los aviadores mexicanos y compartira
pruebas e informacion de inteligencia.

o Informacion en la pagina [A 5]
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La soberania no
se negocio: Zedillo

R
Clinton promete no dafar

a 1nm1grantes mexicanos

El presidente Ernesto Zedillo afirmé ayer que
la nueva alianza de México con Estados Unidos
“no significa de ninguna manera una revision del
concepto de soberania”. En conferencia de pren-
sa conjunta con su colega Bill Clinton, el manda-
tarto mexicano aseguro que “al contrario”, la
nueva relacion con la Casa Blanca. enmarcada en
la “Declaracion de Alianza contra las Drogas™ ¥
una Declaracion Conjunta sobre Migracién con-
tienen en su primer articulo la mencion al “res-
peto absoluto a la soberania y la jurisdiccion” de
ambas naciones.

En diversos actos, Clinton v Zedillo estable-
cieron una nueva relacion basada en el didlogo y
en el respeto mutuo.

Por ia manana. en el Campo Marte. Clinton y
su esposa Hillary recibieron una calida y colori-
da bienvenida de su antitrion Ernesto Zedillo.
quien lo llamo “un buen amigo de México™.

En su respuesta, Clinton sefalé que en los al-
bores del nuevo siglo, los dos paises tienen “as-
piraciones en comun y debemos seguir trabajan-
do por un objetivo comun™.

Luego de la firma de los acuerdos, el mandata-
rio estadounidense aseguro que su gobierno no
tiene interés alguno en dafar a los inmigrantes
mexicanos. y recalco que en el siglo XXI la fron-
tera comun sera el principal vinculo entre ambos
paises. “El gobierno estadounidense instrumen-
tara la nueva ley de inmigracion de forma justa y
humana”. prometio.

Por la noche. Zedillo ofrecié un banquete de
Estado en honor de los Clinton. en el Patio de Ho-
nor de Palacio Nacional. Durante la cena. el presi-
dente estadounidense dijo ante Zedillo: “aunque
las dificultades no le son ain extraiias a muchos
de sus compatriotas. los pasos que usted estd dan-
do y la cooperacion que estamos forjando sientan
las bases para una prosperidad duradera”.

Un diario independiente ijco F _ Numero 20341

Bill Clinton recibié
primero a Calderon

El presidente William Clinton dijo ayer, ante los
dirigentes nacionales del PAN. PRD y PRI, que su
gobierno no tendra “problemas ni prejuicios™ en
su trato con México en cdo de una alternancia en
<l poder surgida de un proceso electoral democra-
tico y limpio. El mandatario se comprometio a ver
con respeto e interés las proximas elecciones de
México. y se congratulé por los avances democra-
ticos alcanzados con la reforma electoral.

Primero recibié a Felipe Calderén Hinojosa,
quien le leyo y entrego una carta “mesurada”, asi
como una serie de propuestas para una mejor re-
lacion bilateral. :

Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador le ley6 y entre-
g0 personalmente una carta donde expresa su re-
chazo‘a la prepotencia, racismo. xenofobia, ex-
plotacion salvaje, hostigamiento policial y abuso
financiero en contra de mexicanos.

El dltimo en entablar conversacion con Clinton
fue Roque Villanueva. quien tuvo que esperar

_mas de 50 minutos para hablar sdlo 20.

¥ Informacion en Ia pagina [A 8]

= Informacion en las paginas [A 4 y 5]

Precio $ 4.00
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Zedillo destaca amistad de Clinton hacia México

Mexicanos y
estadounidenses
comparten los valores
de justicia, democracia
y libertad, declara

Por RAUL HERNANDEZ y
JUAN HERNANDEZ

L.os presidentes Fmesto Zedillo y William
Climon advirticron ayer que las diferencias y
relaciones complejas existentes entre México y
Estados Umdos. sélo podran superarse a través
de la cooperacion, el didlogo y la negociacion,
con pleno respeto a lu soberania de cada pais.

Duranie Ta ceremonia de bienvenida que
olrecio el timkar de) Ejecutivo mexicano a su
colega estadounidense ¢n las instalaciones del
Campo Marte. los mandatarios coincidicron en
que ambos paises ingiesaran al Siglo XX1 co-
mo “estinidos socios v ficles amigos™. situa-
cion yue los gward hacia la prospendad. segu-
ndad y Ta paz

Acompaiados por s respeclivies esposas,
Nijda Patticia Velasco y Hillary Rodham, ante
miembros de sus gabinetes ¢ invitados especia-
les, los estadistas coincidicron en que mexica-
nos y estadounidenses cada dia aprenden mas
que ¢l respeto mutuo vl coordinacion de es-
fuerzos son esenciales para enfrentar mejor
problemas como el rilico de drogas, annas v
pLrsonas.

“Los desafios son enores, pero timhién lo
es nuestro sentido de decision™, dijo Clinton,

Luego de gue la banda de guerra entond los
himnos mactonides ¢ izo sonar con sicte caiio-
nes 24 salvas de honor. ¢l presidente Zedillo
admitio que a T vista de un nuevo siglo, las re-
laciones entre inbas naciones son s inten-
s1s y s complejas, pero timbién mas prove-
chosis y promisoriis pari mesicanos y norea-
mencinos.

Al inicio de suintervencion. ¢l Presidente
mexicano hizo un amplio reconocimicento a su
homologo y amigo Bill Clinlon, quinto presi-

denie nortcamericano que realiza una visita de

Foto: AFI?

El mandatario estadounidense William Clinton es recibido en el Campo Marte
por el titular del Ejecutivo mexicano, Ernesto Zedillo, mientras sus respectivas

esposas aplauden, ayer.

Estado a la capital del pais. y ¢l primero des-
pucs de 20 gios. Recordo que el presidenie
de los Estados Unidos es un buen amigo que
respeta a México come nacion soberana™ mis-
mo que aprecia la grandeza de nuestro pasado
tistorico y ¢l potencial de su desarrollo

“Ll presidente Clinton ha fortulecido ¢l en-
tendimiento que nos une conio vecinos; que ha
impulsado las relaciones productivas gue nos
unen como socios comerciales y que ha vigori-
zado los vinculos de amistad que unen a nues-
tros pucblos™, subrayo Ermesto Zedillo.

Agradecid que el mandatario de 1a Union
Aniericana practique ¢l didlogo y la coopera-
cion para atender los problemas comunes a
ambaos paises: “El ticmpo y los resultados han
dado la razon al presidente Clinton en su poli-
tica de respeto y a amistad hacia México™
iSaludos amigos...!

Al agradecer el emotivo recibimiento, du-
rante ¢l cual se efectud un majestuoso desfile
du la Guardia de Honor. integrado por elemen-
tos del Ejéreito Mexicano y cadetes de las es-

cuclas de Marina, Fuerza Aérea y del Colegio
Militar, Bill Clinton pronuncio, cn espaiol an-
tes que pada, hiego de saludar al mandatario
mexicano y a su esposi: jSaludos, amigos...!,
palabras quc arrancaron un aplauso de los invi-
tados a la ceremonia.

Ya en su discurso, Clinton expresd su satis-
faccion por encontrarse ¢n México, porque “'es
un una nacion rica en historia, cultura y belle-
za, y sobre todo un magnifico y bondadoso
pucblo gue le ha otorgado tanto al mundo™.

El estadista de fa Unidn Americana recono-
cié que México esta abriendo sus puertas de la
democracia, al adoptar una audaz reforma eco-
nomica. descentralizando ¢l poder.y otorgan-
dole nueva voz a sus ciudadanos, comunidades
y regioncs.

Admitio que ¢l Exito de Tas empresas mexi-
canas cs importanie tambi¢n para Estados Uni-
dos. Nucstras patrias, dijo. comparten mas que
una frontera comiin, desafios y oportunidades
comunes: progresar hacia al futuro.

Afirmo que en los albores del siglo XX
México y Estados Unidos cosechan los frutos

de su labor, al abrir sus respectivas economias
para aseguar un futuro estable y mcjor para
todos.

Al linal de su intervencion, William Clin-
lon destacd la gran vitalidad del pueblo de Mé-
xico, (ras scialar que el futuro de nuestro pais
se encuentra acuiado en las manos de su gen-
te. En cste sentido y antes de concluir ¢ito al
escritor Carlos Fuentes: “La grandeza de Me-
Xico s que su pasado esta siempre vivo™.

Nuestras historias y destinos estaran unidos
para sicmpre, finalizo.

Cena de gala

En la noche, durantc la cena de Estado
oftrecida por cl presidente Emesto Zedillo y su
esposa Nilda Patricia Velasco en el Patio de
Honor de Palacio Nacional, Clinton dijo que
México y Estados Unidos quieren trabajar jun-
tos para afirmar los cimientos de una prosperi-
dad duradera. El mandatario se congratulé de
que los lideres y los partidos politicos de nues-
tro pais “estan abricndo -mis que nunca- las
pucrtas de la democracia™.

Ante poco mas de 500 invitados. entre ellos
Gabnel Garcia Marquez, Carlos Fuentes, el li-
der del PAN. Felipe Calderon, y Enrique
Krauze, ¢l dignatario estadounidense minifes-
16 cl desco de “trabajar juntos para que nuestra
frontera seca una region de crecimicnto, para
combatir la enfermedad y las amenazas de la
droga, del enmen organizado y la corrupeion™.

Antes, el presidente Emesto Zedillo desta-
caria que mexicanos y estadounidenses con-
parten la fe en los valores de justicia, democra-
cia y ibertad.

Despues, pedinia un brindis por fa safud def
presidente Clinton y esposa Hillary, y por la
prosperidad del pueblo nortcamenicano.

En su tumo. el presidente estadounidense
extemo su benepldcito por encontrarse ¢n sue-
lo mexicano, “cn un momento en que esta lu-
cha esta logrndo otro paso enorme hacia ade-
lnte™

Sin embargo, aclaro gue el renacer de ta li-
bertad no es solo cuestion de mejorar los siste-
mas politicos. “También debemos luchar para
que nuestros cjudadanos no padezcan de nece-
sidad ni de hambre; para que sean libres de los

peligros Jue tRie NUCSI nueva el y para que
i libertid de aprovechar al maximo sus

Clinton sefiald que Ly asockacion que su pa-
is busca con México “cs una que hara progre-
sar ese tipo de libertad aqui y en todas las
Amcricas” Realimo que su pais quiere traba-
jar can México para mejorar ¢l aire y cl agua
que compartimos. y contar con una frontega
prospera. Pedremos tener €xito porque hemos
torjado una relacion tan ancha y tan profunda
como cualquicra que exista cn cste plancta y
hoy hemws logrado grandes progresos hacia
csameta”.

A su llcgada a Palacio Nacional, proceden-
tes del Palacio de Bellas Artes, donde disfruta-
ron de la gran musicu, el matrimonio Zedillo
mostro los murales de Dicgo Rivera a la pareja
Clinton.

Poco después de fas 22:00 horus, se dirigie-
ron al Pulacio Nacional para encabezar la cena
de gala.

El actor espaiiol radicado en territorio nor-
teamcericano, Antonio Banderas, acapaié la
atencion poco antes de intciar la cena. Lo mis-
mo ocurrio con Garcia Marquez y Carlos
Fuentes, guicnes estuvicron en Lt mesa con cl
ex seerctario de Relaciones Exteriores Bemar-
do Sepulvedi.

Por la tarde, en la conferencia de prensa
conjunta con el presidente Zedillo, Wilham
Clinton habia dejado en claro que la decision
de las clecciones del proximo 6 de julio en
nuustro pais. “es una decision que eski ¢n ma-
nos del pueblo mexicano™.

Y todos nosotros, que apoyamos la demo-
cracta, Jos derechos humanos, vamos a apoyar-
los™. abundo.

A su vez, Emuesto Zedillo puntualizo que en
este momento no hay una rzén de peso, “des-
de ¢ punto de vista mexicano”, para revisar el
contenido del Tratado de Libre Comercio de
Norteamérica.

“Considero que el Tratado de Libre Comer-
cio se ha desempeiado clatamiente contorme a
los objetivos que nos (razamos los tres paises
participantes: asi lo acreditan fax cifras del co-
mercio entre ambas paciones™, dijo ¢l gober-
nante mexicano.
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CONCLUSIONES DE LA BINACIONAL

Meéxico y EU impulsaran “vision
mas civilizada’” de la frontera

Por RAUL HERNANDEZ ARCOS y
JUAN HERNANDEZ URBAN

Ab presentar Tas conclustones de la
NIV L Reunion Bisacional México-
tadas Umidos, ¢l seeretano de Relacio-
nes Uxteriares, José Angel Gurria. dijo
que en los acuerdos que se firmaron se
contemplan medidas para detectar tran-
succiones financieras ilicitas, la cons-
truccion y ampliacion de puentes y la
creacion de infracstructura y mecanis-
mos de enlace fronterizos.

De igual forma, se prevé la protec-
c10n de los recursos naturales y la fauna,
el intercambio educativo y cultural y la
aviacion.

Extos resultados, dijo. son un signo de
una relacion madura de ambas naciones,
basada en el respeto reciproco. En scpuida
presentd los resultados inas sobresalientes:

En matena de cooperacion tronteriza,
destacan ki puesta en marcha del Progra-
ma Ambiental Frontera XXI1; la inaugura-
cton de las plantas binacionales de trata-
micnio de aguas de Nuevo Laredo y San
Diego: la entrada en operacion de dos
nuevos puertos froaterizos y ¢l acuerdo
para iniciar laconstruceion de un tereero.

Informo que se acordd impulsar una
nueva vision, nmis humiana y civilizada, de
nuestea frontera comin con miras al siglo
XX

El funcionario mexicano dijo que cl
Grupo de Comercio ¢ Inversion realizo
una amplia evaluacion del Tratado de Li-
bre Comercio Admitio que en este punto
existen, como us logico ¢ inevitable, afgu-
nos diferendos, los cuales estin siendo
abordados de acuerdo con las reglas esta-
bleaidas por ¢l propio Tratado.

No obstante, agirego. el saldo arroga re-

sultados muy positivos y demucstra que el
Tratado estd funcionando bien.

Apuntd que cn materia financiera. la
cooperacion ha sido excepeional, como lo
demuestra ¢l apoyo otorgudo a México y
su pago anticipado. Lo mismo puede de-
cirse del trabajo que se realiza en materia
de lavado de dinero.

En ¢l Grupo de Agriculura, se consta-
taron importante avances, como la libera-
cion dJe trabas a las exportaciones dc to-
mate, aguacate, trigo y productos porcico-
Jas mexicanos, asi como citricos y cerezas
de los Estados Unidos. Se avanza también
en lo referente a la exportacion de produc-
tos avicolas. i

En ¢l Grupo de Pesca, manifesto Gu-
rria, L prioridad fue promover conjunta-
mente las medidas que habrin de permitir
la reanudacion de las exportaciones de
atun mexicano.

En cuanto al Grupo de Transporte. sc-
fialé que se logruron avances que conduci-
rin a fa apertura de nuestras fronteras en
esta materia, segtn lo previsto en el Trata-
do de Libre Comercio.

Sobre las telecomunicaciones, dijo que
sc destacan acuerdos en malena de servi-
cio satelitales, que bien pugden convertirse
en modelos de gooperacion hemisférica.

En ¢l Grupo de Erergia, informé que
los trabajos giraron cn torno a las oportu-
nidades de inversién que s¢ abren a partir
de los programas de reestructuracion,
principalmente en los sectores eléctrico y
petroquimico.

En materia educativa, expreso que cl
Grupo Bilateral presento avances en mate-
ria de educacion al migrante, atencion a
personas discapacitadas, educacion para
adultos, la bilingiie y la educacion a dis-
tancia :

de a%ucl

Estados Unidos.

Foto: AP
Climton acepta el brindis ofrecido por el mandatario mexicano por la salud

de su esposa Hillary, y por la prosperidad del pueblo de

Clinton responde abruptamente a
pregunta sobre el caso Whitewater

YSi ustedes no saben, yo
no puedo ayudarlos”,
dice a la prensa

El presidente de Estados Unidos, Bill
Clinton, de visita oficial en México, res-
pondié abruptamente a una pregunta so-
bre ¢l escandalo Whitewater. “No y no™,
dijo cuando le preguntaron si las nucvas
versiones surgidas en la investigacion del
notorio caso de bienes raices en Arkansas
representaban nuevos prohlemas para su
esposa Hillary Rodham Clinton.

El tema salio a relucir en una confe-
rencia de prensa con su colega mexicano,
el presidente Ernesto Zedillo, debido a
informes del consejero independiente del
caso, Kencth Starr, quien dijo que la pri-
mera dama habia cambiado una declara-

cion juradua gue diferia de las declaracio-
nes de otros testigos. “Ustedes han estado
observando ¢l caso durante anos, y si us-
tedes no saben, yo no puedo ayudarlos™,
agrego Clinton, cuando se le pidio que
fuera mas explicito.

Sin embargo, el mandatario decidio
lucgo discutir el asunto con los periodis-
las un poco mds, tal vez percatindose de
que su brusquedad podrigprovocar titula-
res de prensa deslhvoraag‘rcs. “No quise
ser poco seriv. Lo que quise decir fue que
yo no estoy al tanto de ninguna discre-
pancia. Punto. No tengo conocimiento de
ninguna”, seiald Clinton.

El mandatario estadounidense subra-
y0, una vez mas. que el negocio sobre
bienes raices tuvo lugar hace casi 20 afos
y que cn circunstancias semejantes cual-
quiera puede tener problemas a la hora de
recordar datos o aspectos especificos.

Madrazo aclara que aiiln no se
aceptan los 8 mdd para la PGR

Por RAUL HERNANDEZ ARCOS

Al concluir los trabajos de Ta Reunion Binacional
México-Estados Linidos, ¢l procurador general de la
Republica, Jorge Madizo Cucllar, alirmo ayer que los
logros alcanzados cn la lucla contra ¢l narcotrifico en-
tre ambos paises no ha sido una cuestion magica. sino
de entendimicnto mutuo, principalimente para avanzar
en [os puntos donde no se ha llegado a un 100 por cien-
to de acuerdo.

En conferencia de prepsa, celehiada en ¢l Campo
Marte el térmuno de los trabajos de la Reunion Binacio-
nal, Madrazo Cuéllar dejo en claro que la decision del
gobierno estadounidense de otorgar ocho millones de
dolares a la PGR para apoyar a la nueva Fiscalia Espe-
cial en la Lucha Contra las Drogas “no cstaba prevista
ni negociada™ en la agenda de trabajo del Grupo de
Contacto de Alto Nivel, sino que fue un gesto de la se-
cretaria de Estado, Madceleine Albright.

Afiadio que aun no ha sido aceptada esta coopera-
ci6n millonaria debido a gue se tiene que estudiar den-
tro del marco de los documentos que ayer sc suscribie-
ron, y ver si ¢s posible su aceplacion dentro de estos
principios.

“La declaracion de los Presidentes recoge como
punto sustancial y ptimario ¢l respeto absoluto de sobe-
rania de México, pero al misino tiempo, este principio
ticne que armonizarse con ¢l hecho de buscar mecanis-
mos por parte de los gobicrnos nacionales para brindar
seguridad a los agentes de otros paisces que realicen un
trabajo de investigacion en territonio nacional”, indico.

Madrazo Cuéllar manitesto que Mexico y los Esta-
dos Unidos comparten una gran responsabilidad en fa
lucha contra c) narcotratfico y en ) abatimiento del con-
sumo de estupefacientes, responsabilidad que surge de
su propia ¢ intensa vecindad y de la nitida identifica-
cion del verdadero enemigo comun, lo que nos debe
colocar necesariamente ¢ inexcusablemente en una re-
lacion de aliados. .

La formulacion del Diagnéstico Conjunto México-
Estados Unidos sobre la Amenaza del Fenomeno de las
Drogas, producto del trabajo empeiioso del Grupo de
Contacto de Alto Nivel cstablecido entre los dos paises,
y que ayer fuc entregado en manos de los Jefes de Esta-
do, cs incquivoca cxpresion de que se habla en el mis-
mo idioma en esta lucha,
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Clinton en México

A visita de Estado del presidente William Clinton a México

contribuvo a disipar el clima de tension que prevalecio a lo

largo de 1996 -ano electoral en ese pais- v que alcanzo su

cxpresion mas aguda hace algunas semanas. a raiz de las

presiones en el Congreso estadounidense para “descertificar” a
México.

Para el senor Clinton la relacion bilateral debe estar definida por el
respeto pleno a la soberania de los dos paises y la buena fe. “En el siglo
XXI -dijo- queremos que nuestras fronteras sean nuestro vinculo... basado
en el intercambio del comercio v de las personas. de los seres humanos. a
raves de las fronteras. y manteniéndonos fieles al Estado de Derecho™.
Queremos. anadio Clinton en la cena ofrecida en su honor. construir una
relacion adecuada con México, que propicie la prosperidad del pais.

Por su parte. ¢l presidente Ernesto Zedillo reconocié en su ilustre
visitante a un amigo que respeta a México como nacion soberana. “E!
presidente Clinton es un buen amigo. que ha fortalecido el entendimiento
que nos une como vecinos: que ha impulsado las relaciones productivas
que nos unen como soclos comerciales; que ha vigorizado los vinculos de
amistad gue unen a nuestros pueblos”.

En la Declaracion Conjunta, sobre el tema de la migracion se reconoce
el derecho soberano de cada Estado a legislar y aplicar sus leyes de
Jcuerdo con sus intereses, pero sin contravenir las normas del derecho
internacional.

Bajo esta luz. es inobjetable la politica estadounidense de desalentar ia
inmigracion ilegal y fomentar la legal, pero también lo es el reclamo
mexicano. que en la Declaracion fuera adoptado por ambos paises. de
privilegiar las consultas y acciones bilaterales sobre las unilaterales y
garantizar el respeto a los derechos humanos de los migrantes.

Es notorio que la visita del presidente Clinton contribuyo a restablecer
ia mutua comprension y la amistad entre las dos naciones. Ojala que los
hechos concretos de la vida diaria refrenden la voluntad politica de los
presidentes. '
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Excesos de “seguridad”

ADIE puede negar que la seguridad del presidente Clinton y

su comitiva durante su estancia en nuestro pais. €s un asunto

de la mas alta prioridad. Bastaria imaginar las consecuencias

que pudiera tener para nuestro pais el mas leve riesgo para ia

integridad fisica del Mandatario del pais mas poderoso de la
Tierra para aceptar que la garantia a su seguridad es un asunto del mas alto
interés nacional.

No se puede aceptar, en cambio. que el cumplimiento de esa delicada
mision justifique excesos como los que se dieron ayer en la Ciudad de
México. que a lo fargo del dia tenia el aspecto de una urbe en estado de
sitio. El Estado Mayor Presidencial. el Ejército Mexicano y la Secretaria
de Seguridad Publica de la capital invadieron con centenares de elementos
las calles por donde habria de pasar el presidente Clinton. los recintos a los
que acudiria. como el Palacio de Bellas Artes. y el hotel en el que se
hospedo. Todo eilo sin contar con la presencia discreta. pero evidente. de
personal de seguridad estadounidense.

A lo largo del dia. el trifico de la ciudad quedd desquiciado. sobre todo
en las arterias que contluyen en la zona donde se realizaron las actividades
presidenciales. lo que se tradujo en la elevacion de los indices de
contaminacion y en molestias a los habitantes capitalinos. Ain no se ha
aclarado si los retiros. aprehensiones y violencia que sufrieron distintos
grupos de manitestantes fueron necesarios y apegados a la ley.

Pero quiza lo mas grave sea que un despliegue masivo de distintas
corporaciones policiacas v militares como el que tuvo lugar aver en la
capital de la Republica. entorpezca en vez de ayudar al objetivo central de
proteger la vida v la seguridad del Presidente que nos visita y su comitiva.

Por lo demds. esos excesos no pudieron pasar inadvertidos para los
visitantes. ;Contribuyeron a la imagen de un pais democratico y de leyes
que queremos construir los mexicanos? ;Ayuda en algo dar un espectaculo
tan penoso de sumision? -
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PROTEGEN CON GRUESOS CRISTALES ANTIBALAS AL PRESIDENTE DE EU

Comandante olvida apellido del huésped

Por JUAN HERNANDEZ

Protegido con gruesos enstales antiba-
fas. ¢l presideme William Chnton dio res-
puesta al mensaje de bicnvenida de su ho-
mélogo Fraesto Zedillo, quicn lo designa-
tiz como “un bucn amigo de México™.

Fnel estrade prrpura, en lo que parecia
una vitring que extremaba las medidas de
segaridad. ¢ dignatario noncamericano ha-
bia rccargada s par de muletas sobre Ja
ndera del podiam.

Y ahora se encontraba erguido. las ma-
nof fuertemente apoyadas sohee el atril, di-
tigiendo B mitiada hacia las tribunas del
Canpo Marte, que por segunda ocasion
vestia sus mejores gadas en la recepeion de
unmandatirio,

1Sabre ¢ estaba T mirada atenta de Hi-
ity Clinton, con vestido verde pistache,
todada con un sombrera de palma. y una
blanca flor de tefa sobre el pecho.

CA Taizguserda de Ly primera dama norte-
americana, ¢l presidente Zeditlo esbozaba
wna sonrisi de aprobacion y junto a él, su es-
poea Nilda Patricia, luciendo un traje rosa de
dot piczies. con zapatos beige de fina tefa.

‘La mafana era clara y sopfaba un
vignto fresco. En el estrado se instalaron
bfrdeas tricolores vy Ia insignia nortea-
mdricana de sus barras y estrellas. En los
mementos en que habla e presidente es-
tadounidense, una racha de aire tira la
baduelera nacional

Un caronel del Iistado Mavor Presi-
dohicinl acude o levantarla y va no fa sol-
tadhi mas, Despuds de los mensajes, un in-
cidente: el comandante de 13 columna que
achde raudo hasta ¢l pie del estrado a so-
it antorizacion para iniciar el desfile

en su honor olvida ¢l apellido de! gober-
nante nolleamericano.

“Pido autorizacion sefior William *J’
... Presidente de los Lstados Unidos
Americanos™,

Y en las tribunas instaladas para la pren-
sa se escucha: “jlo van a arestar!™,

En ¢l desfile participan unos 600 ele-

.mentos del Heroico Colegio Militar. de la

Heroica 1'scuela Naval Militar, y deb Cole-
gio del Aire.,

Comao en la bienvenida oficial a los re-
yes de Fspaiia, Juan Carlos de Borbon y
dona Solia, nuevamente son exhibidos los
cahallos “percherones™, arrastrando artille-
ria del siglo XIX.

De todos lados penden, enlazadas, las
banderas de México y los colores del laba-
ro patrio estadounidense, rojo. blanco y
azul. A ambos lados de las tribunas se han
instalado las banderas de las barras v lu es-
trellas. junto con la insignia nacional.

[.a ceremonia de bienvenida, que inicia-
ria poco despucs de las nueve de fa mafiana
con la licpada del presidente Clinton v su
esposit, se profonga por espacio de 50 mi-
nutos, .

Hay sonrisas en fos dignatarios, fo mis-
mo que cn los micmbros de fas dos comilti-

vas, Jos¢ Angel Gurria se ufanaria de que .

el presidente Clinton hava traido “media
Casa Blanca™

I presidente Clinton se babia tardado
cinco aios en venir a México, pero ahora
llegaba con todo y con-odos.

En el Altar a la Patria

Otro momento significativo de la visita
del presidente nortcamericano se dio en la
visita al Monumento a la Patria.

A Tas 14:40 horas, bajo ¢l p} ‘el sol.

Clinton acudio a este sitio acompanado del
presidente Zedillo. Al monumento rendido
a los héroes que defendieron a la patria de
[ invasion norteamencana.

El mandatario deposito en el marmol
una ofrenda tloral con fa bandera estadou-
nidense. Hubo un minuto de silencio y sal-
vas. La breve ceremonia culming con Ta en-
tonacion de los himmnos de México v Esta-
dos Unidos.

Antes de trasladarse a Chapultepec, en
la conferencia de prensa, Clinton fuc inte-
rrogado sobre la visita que electuaria luego
al Monumento a la Patria,

“E! presidente Truman hizo lo mismao

L For: Carlos Ramaos
Los presidentes \William Clinton v Ernesto Zedillo en e Monumento a
los Niios 11¢roes.

cuando visito Meéxico, v entiendo que nadie
ha ido desde entonees. pero creo que otros
Jetes de Estado visitan ese lugar regular-
mente y no creo que ¢l Presidente de los
Estados Unidos no debe ir por fo que ha
ocurrido entre nuestros paises hace nmiuchos
anos .

Senalaria que Tos Estados Unidos tratan
de cerrar las heridas con aquellas naciones
con las que ha librade guerras. inclnso en
épocas recientes como sucede con Viet-
nam.

Hoy, ¢l dignatario continuara su paiplo
en Thxcala y Teotihuacin. Aver. fue Ia po-
litica, este micreoles lo dedicard a ka cultura,
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Vecinos dc 1.a Conchita
presenciaron una milagrosa
tfansformacion de su colonia

P SALVADOR CASTANEDA S.

Hillary Rodham Chinton atinno ayer que Mévico s un
extelente cemplo en el contneite en matena de planifica-
cion fmmbiar, gracias al rabajo conjunto del Gobiemo vy el
sector privado, Jo gque se traduce en mayor bicnestar para
Las famihias mesicanas

Acompaiada de Ta seiora Nibda Patricia Velaseo de Ze-
dullo. La esposa del presideme Witliam Chinton visito fas
mstabiciones donde se desantollan los progrimas juveniles
de L Fundacion Mesicana para b Plancacion Familiar
(Mextamy donde presencia fa iepresentacion teairal sobre
o wema, niulada L beso que embaraza”™, en la colonia la
Gonehuta, de fa defegacion Alvaro Obregon.

e Anic lunciomarios estadounidenses que ke acompanan en
sBis recomidos, padres de tanalia, jovenes y vecinos en ge-
ipral de La Conchita, Hillary Clinton manifesto que Méxi-
¢ representin uno de Jos casos de mayor éxito del henusfe-
1oe vy espeeificd gue ky fasa de aecimiento poblacional ha
Ssnunuudo del 8 por aiento al 3 por ciento hoy en dia. lo
el oportunidad @ ks Binules de cudar y cdacar mejor
:sm fujos y darles opostimnidiades o tos jovenes de cara al
Iptuc.
2 Bajo i enonme Ceapa” blanca colocadic en unas can-
15 deportivas, elogid las acciones emprendidas por los
xicahos en matena de planiicacion fumihiar, ya que estas
s a cubrir al Y0 por ciento de fa poblacion mexicana
Expuso gque mediante estos programias se otorga salud
nmariie a la gente, agual que o través de L onentaciones
(e el Sida. por o que México debe sentirse urgalloso de
8t desempeno por s hderazgo que garaniiza que su pobla-
0 wenga [ informacion necesaria para proteger i salud
Al aprecta dichas aeciones, B primera dinma de U co
cgcnlu que podea Hevarse lecciones e vivo s pais, que
tambicn enirenta problemas en matena de planiticacion fa-
dtiar. “Espero gue contine el exito del programa v gue no-
i)lms podamos aprender las lecciones de Méxieo™ asento.
®Abi. L Pamera Dana estadounidense hizo notar fa ne-
idid do amplicar a wodos los sectores: gobierna, iniciati-
! privada y a las organizaciones no gubemamentales para
psobver el problema social, “que nos alteta a todos™, de fa
iatalidad indiscriminada. la transmision de enfermedades
séxuales y la poca informacion con respecto al sindrome de
itmunodeticiencia adguinda (Sida).

Alermimo de sudiscimnso presencrd ki obe de teano ca-
Hepero "B beso que embaraza™. que ekt bas vicisitudes de
g adolescente por falu de inlormacton ante Ly innunencia
st seauahichacl.

Posteriormente, ambis daniis recorrieron s mstalacio-
s def Centro Social [a Conchina, asentado en la delega-
n Alvara Obregon. donde les mostraron los diferentes

Novedades

. o Foto: AP
Hillary Rodham Clinton y Nilda Patricia Velasco de
Zedillo asistieron al Museo Rufino Tamayo, donde

mereolos 7o de maye de 1997

I;Iillary Clinton elogia programas de planeacion familiar

grosa, radical, ante la visita de la osposa del presi-
dente estadounidense.

En esta zona, considerada de alto niesgo por -
toridades delegacionales, ¢l panoran s¢ ansior-
mo casi de un momento a otra. Ahora ya se cuenta
con los sefialamientos adecuados en ks calles, las
guamiciones de las banquetas fucron pintadas de
amarillo.

Quiza los nifios fucron los mas henelicdos
con la efimera visita de la abogada Hillary Clinton,
pues ya cuentan con jucgos infantiles. gue no deja-
ron de utilizar luego de que Ta distinguida visitante
saho del lugar.

El delegado politco. Manuel Diaz lofante, a
quien pocas vecinos de L colonia conockian perso-
nalmente,. también estuvo presente en ol acto que
reunio a funcionarios de alto nived de B Union
Americana.

Decenas de patrullas policiacas icicron su apa-
ricion, tres o cuatro camiones del Vyército, clemen-
tos del Estado Mayor Presidencial, agentes policia-

comparticron el almuerzo con 26 destacadas mujeres.

trabajos gque ahi se realizan, desde bordados hasta electro-
mecanicos. :

Sorpresa de residentes

Por su parte, los habitantes de fa colonia La Conchita no
daban crédito o sus ojost en 1an solo sicte dias gran pane
del vecindario quedé ransformado, incluyendo sus instala-
ciones deportivas, en wini accion gue no se habia logrado en
dicz aios,

Este nirtes Tos vecmos de b populosa zona se explica-
ron todo al ver llegar a Hilkary Clinton, la primera dama del
pais mas poderoso del mundo, a la humilde zona. conside-
rada como una de las de mayor indice de drogadiceion en el
Distino Federal.

Tres cnormes “carpas”™ blimcas, contrastantes con Jas
sencillas viviendas, fucion colocadas ex profeso para ¢l
evento Hevado a cabo e fas canchas de badoneesto de 1
Conchita. Hasta hace unia semana las canchas de “basquet”
estaban deterioradas. Las canastas estaban maltratadas y ¢l
descuido de Jas demas arcas de esparcimiento era notono.

Se sembiaron drboles, se colocaron luminarias, se cam-
bio en su totalidad Ya malla ciclonica que circunda los cam-
pos. se pintaron bardas. se instalaron modemos botes de ba-
sura, en fin, ¢l Jugar sufrio una transformacion casi mila-

cos, cuerpo de bomberos, una ambulancia. todo un
aparato de seguridad para la visitanie.
De las 10:50 a las 1200 horas, Hillary Chinton convivio
con los habitantes de esciasos recursos cconomicos. Conver-
50 con ellos y estrechd manos annistosas.
Despucs del “milagro™ en La Conchita. sus habitintes
ticnen temor de que todo regrese i ser comuo anies,

Visita al Museo Rufino Tamayo

Mas tarde. las schoras sc dirigicron al Musco Rutfino
‘Tamayo, donde 26 destacadas mujeres les esperaban para
compartir ¢l almuerzo, entee ellas la presidents de -l Conii-
sion Nacional de Derechos Humanos, Mireille Roceatti; la
oftalmologo Lulii Olulani de Gurmia; Hidegard Menhent de
Silva Herzog, Olivia Barclay Jones: Donna Nacl arty; la.
arquitecto Sara Topelson; fas escritoras Sara Sclcovich y
Angeles Mastreta, y Ja productory teatral Fela Fibregas.

Antes, recormeron fas salas donde estin eapuestas per-
manentemente las obras gue ol antistin fepe al musco que
lleva su nombre, asi como de Pablo Picasso, Francis Bacon,
Joaquin Torres Garcia ¢ Isamu Noguchi.

Al término, caminaron por ¢l Bosque de Chapultepee
hacia el Muaseo Nacional de Antropologia ¢ 1 hstoria, donde
la seiora Clinton no sélo expresd su mterés sino que hizd
algunas referencias, sobre todo de tas culturas Olmeca y
Tolteca.
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Negomaran términos de la extradicion temporal

Grupo de Contacto elaborara
estrategia conjunta basada
en el respeto a la soberania

y jurisdiccionalidad

Por JUAN HERNANDEZ URBAN

Los presidentes Emesto Zedillo y William
Clinton firmaron ayer la Alianza México-Esta-
dos Unidos Contra las Drogas, por medio de {a
cual ambos paises se declararon unidos en el
combate a este mal con respeto absoluto a la
soberania y a la jurisdiccion territorial de las
dos naciones. .

Paralelamente. los dignatarios suscribieron
la Declaracion Conjunta Sobre Migracion. El
presidente William Clinton se comprometio a
que “no habra deportaciones a gran escala”.

Al mismo tiempo, el Mandatario estadouni-.

dense asegur6 que esta decidido a ayudar a

México para que aproveche su maximo poten-

“~l econdmico y social, pues dijo que, en ulti-

instancia. “'ésta es la mejor forma de devol-

i¢ a la gente la confianza para que en el fu-
turo se encuentre en su hogar™.

Después de la firma de los documentos.
el presidente Zedillo fue interrogado sobre
si hubo acuerdo para que los agentes de la
DEA que operan en nuestro pais puedan
llevar armas para su proteccion. Respondio
que la Alianza recién firmada establece
que “'los gobiernos haran lo necesario™ pa-
ra asegurar la proteccion de los funciona-

rios encargados de aplicar la ley.

“Este principio y esta recomendacion que
hemos dado a nuestros gobiemos deben tradu-
cirse en medidas practicas que. obviamente.
estén de conformidad con ambos puntos (de
respeto a la soberania y a la junsdiccion tem-
toral)™. indico.

Anadio que “seria impropio” hacer referen-
cia a los mecanismos especificos con los cua-
les. dentro del principio de respeto a la sobera-
nia, se les pueda dar proteccion a los mencio-
nados agentes. Yo estoy seguro que ni el se-
fior presidente Clinton ni un servidor hariamos
publicos detalles que pudieran afectar la segu-
ridad de estas personas™.

En conferencia de prensa. Zedillo dijo que
los términos de la Alianza de Estados Unidos y
México contra las Drogas de ninguna manera
significan una revision del concepto de sobera-
nia. Por el contrario. agregé, el primer princi-
pio que mutuamente reconocemos ambos pai-
ses es: “el respeto absoluto a la soberania y a la
jurisdiccion territorial tanto de México como
de Estados Unidos™.

La firma de los documentos se llevé a cabo
en la hondonada de la residencia oficial de Los
Pinos, después de la Sesion Plenaria de Con-
clusiones de la XIV Comision Binacional Mé-
xico-Estados Unidos. Posteriormente, los man-
datarios ofrecerian una conferencia de prensa.

Los presidentes Zedillo y Clinton instruye-
ron a sus respectivos gabinetes. a través del
Grupo de Contacto de Alto Nivel para el Con-
trol de Drogas, que elaboren una estrategia an-
tinarcdticos comun, la cual serd informada a fi-

nales de este ao.

Mientras tanto. los gobiernos de México v
de Estados Unidos dieron a conocer un estu-
dio conjunto sobre la naturaleza del consumo
de drogas ilicitas en ambos paises, v el grado
en el que el narcotrafico y sus delitos conexos
afectan nuestras sociedades.

“México y Estados Unidos estan de acuer-
do en la magnitud del problema en ambos pai-
ses y tienen la determinacion de combatirlo
con todos los recursos a su aicance”, destaca
la Declaracion de la Alianza.

Este documento contiene 16 acciones. en-
tre las que sobresalen el acuerdo de los dos
paises de negociar un Protocolo al Tratado de
Extradicion que -en apego al sistema legal-de
cada nacion- permita, bajo- condiciones y cir-
cunstancias apropiadas, que individuos sean
juzgados en ambos paises antes de completar
sus sentencias en cualquiera de ellos.

Meéxico v Estados Unidos también acorda-
ron mejorar sus capacidades para interrumpir
los flujos terrestres. aéreos y maritimos de dro-
gas.

Asimismo. contempla reducir la demanda
de drogas ilicitas a través del fortalecimiento
de esfuerzos educativos y de difusion publica,

particularmente en aquellos enfocados hacia la
juventud.

El resto de las acciones de la Alianza Con-
tra las Drogas son las siguientes:

- Ambos paises reduciran la produccion y la
distribucion de drogas ilicitas, particularmente
de la manguana, las metanfetaminas, la cocai-
na y la heroina.

- Orientaran los esfuerzos de procuracion de
justicia en contra de las organizaciones crimi-
nales y de aquellos que faciliten sus operacio-
nes en ambos paises.

- Fortaleceran fa cooperacion bilateral y la
coordinacion de politicas en materia de procu-
racion de justicia. y aseguraran la proteccion
de los tuncionarios encargados de aplicar la
ley.

- Procuraran que los fugitivos sean procesa-
dos. de manera expedita. con apego al debido
proceso legal, y que sean incapaces de evadir
1a justicia en un pais huyendo al otro o perma-
neciendo en él.

- México y Estados Unidos identificaran las
fuentes y detendran el trafico ilegal de armas
de fuego.

- Trabajaran conjuntamente con el proposi-
to de concluir un acuerdo hemisférico para
proscribir el trafico ilegal de armas de fuego;
incrementaran las capacidades de sus institu-
ciones democraticas para combatir y eliminar
el potencial de corrupcion del trafico ilegal de
drogas; y mejoraran sus capacidades para inte-
rrumpir fos flujos terrestres, aéreos y mariti-
mos de drogas.

- Pondran en marcha programas de capaci-
tacion y de cooperacion técnica para garantizar
que el personal antinarcoticos desarrolle las ca-
pacidades necesarias, y para que se desempefie
con el nivel mas alto de integridad y profesio-
nalismo.

TFortaleceran y facilitaran el intercambio
de informacion y de evidencias para procesar y
condenar a criminales y detener el trafico de
drogas, y garantizaran la sgguridad y el uso
apropiado de informacion y evidencias.

- México y Estados Unidos aplicaran de
manera mis efectiva las leyes y reglamentos
existentes para detectar y penalizar el lavado
de dinero en ambos paises. y fortaleceran los
intercambios bilaterales y multilaterales de in-
formacion. asi como las experiencias obtenidas
en el combate a este fenomeno.

Por ultimo. el documento refiere que la es-
trategia antinarcoticos en el marco de la Alian-
za. asi como 1os respectivos planes para su
aplicacion. deberdn concluirse hacia finales de
cste ano.

“De manera previa -indica el documento-
nos reuniremos nuevamente con los respecti-
vos miembros de nuestro gabinete con el obje-
tivo de resolver temas pendientes y de revisar
el avance en la cooperacion”.
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Foto: AFP

El presidente de México, Emesto Zedillo, da la bienvenida oficial a su colega
estadounidense William Clinton a la llegada de éste al Campo Marte, aver.

Zedillo y Clinton establecen las
bases de una relacion respetuosa

El mandatario de EU
aboga por que “la
frontera sea vinculo”
entre ambas naciones

En su discurso con monvo de Ja pre-
sentacion de conclusiones de la XIV Reu-
nion de la Comision Bilateral México-EU.
el presidente Emesto Zedillo resalto la im-
portancia que ambos gobiernos otorgan a
ta refacion bitateral. “Se rata de una relu-
cion geoyratica v cconomicamente exten-
sa. socia) v culturalmente intensa. A ira-
ves de nuestra frontera se da un promedio
dianio de cast un millon de cruces legaics
y se producen intercambios comerciales.
que el afio pasado sigmticaron casi 150
mil mitlones de dolares”, apuntg.

Afiadio que por su extension. por su
complejidad v por su dinamismo. la fron-
tera retleja las oportunidades. “la diversi-
dad v los retos de dos vecinos orgullosos
de su 1dentidad v de su estuerzo™

Indico que a ambos lados de la linea di-
visoria se esta trabajando para que la refa-
cion entre mexicanos v estadounmidenses
esté fundada en cl respeto. Ja amustad v el
beneficio reciproco. “Este intenso trabajo
se expresa en cientos de reuniones anuales
entre represeniantes de ambos gobiemos ¥
en cientos de acciones a las que ambos go-
biernos federales otorgan unag alta priori-
dud”. dijo.

Respecto a los acuerdos alcanzados cn
la Binacional. destaco que sc fundamentan
en principios como el respeto a la sobera-
nia nacional v la 1gualdad juridica de los
Estados. Ja solucion negociada de las dife-
rencias y la procuracion de mecanismos
eficaces de cooperacion. la proteccion de
la salud v la scgundad de las famiiias. la
muitiplicacion de oportunidades para todo
hombre v mujer v el desarrollo pleno de
ambos paises en un marco de paz. demo-
€racla y justicia.

“Ciertamente a ambos lados de nuestra
frontera persisten voces que prefieren la
incomprension antes que el dialogo fran-

co. que pretieren la recriminacion antes
que la cooperacion constructiva. Una tarea
muy tmportante que compartimos es per-
suadir aquellas voces con resultados etec-
tivos v con acuerdos sustantivos como los
que hoy estamos logrando. Hov demostra-
mos que en la paz y el respeto. en e dere-
cho y la cooperacion México v Estados
Unidos logran mas. mucho mas que en el
encono y el reproche”. declaro.

Agrego que poco a poco v consistente-
mente s¢ van imponiendo o vision de lar-
2o aliento. las actiudes consinictivas. el
dialogo v. sobre 10do. ¢l respeto mutuo.
“Hoy el respeto es 1a base de una amistad
firme v duradera v nos anima a aprovechar
nuestras coincidencias para rabajar mas
en beneficio de dos urandes pueblos: el
pueblo de México v e! pueblo de Estados
Umidos™. puntuatizo.

A su vez. Clinton dijo en su alocucion
que en el siglo XX1. ~queremos que nues-
tras fronteras sean nuestro vinculo: quere-
mos que ese vinculo este arrmgado en un
compromiso mutuo, basado cn el inter-
cambio del comercio v de las personas. de
los seres humanos. a traves de las fronte-
ras. v manteniéndonos fieles al estado de
derecho™

Respecto a los narcoticos. reconocio
que Estados Unidos tiene gue reducis su
demanda v sefialo que su administracion
ha destinado ¢l mavor presupuesio en toda
la historia de Estados Umdos para Ja Jucha
contra ¢l narcotratico

Admitio ipuatmente gue on su pais estd
aumentando tremendamente esta tasa de
uso de drogas entre los 10venes menores de
18 afios. .

En lo tocante a la migracion. expreso
que su goblierno no ttene ilerés alguno
en dafar indebidamente ni inmerecida-
mente a ninguno de los inmigrantes me-
xicanos. y destaco que hoy en dia sabe-
mos que hav mas de 20 millones de esta-
dounidenses que ticnen antecedentes his-
panos. “Pero nosotros tenemos que hacer
cumplir nuestras leyes al nivel de la fron-
tera: pero hacerio en una torma humana
v justa”, puntualizo.

POLITICAA S
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) DECLARACION CONJUNTA SOBRE MIGRACION

Clinton trabaja para “mejorar”
aspectos de la ley migratoria

Foto: Estchan l.('ypc'/:
El “zar antidrogas” de EU, Barry
McCaffrey, dijo que la solucion al
problema del consumo *‘no seran los
ejércitos. ni las policias. sino las familias.
maestros. sacerdotes y vecinos”.

McCaffrey elogia el programa
mexicano contra las adicciones

El coordinador de la politica estadounidense contra las
drogas. generai Barry McCaffrey. reconocio que el poder
adquisitivo de la sociedad de su pais ha provocado el incre-
mento de los problemas.dei narcotrifico. Asimismo. desta-
¢0 que el programa contra las adiciones que instrumenta
México es el adecuado. "va que se finca en los valores fa-
miliares”.

Dijo que la solucion final al problema del consumo “no
seran fos eiereitos. ni las policias. sino las tamilias. los pa-
dres. maestros. sacerdotes v vecinos. comprometidos con la
lucha contra las drogas ™.

McCaffrey acudio al Centro de Integracion Juvenii toca-
lizado en la colonia Condesa, acompanade por ¢! sceretano
de Salud. Juan Ramon de la Fuente. para conocer el trabajo
def Gobierno de México en contra de las adicciones.

Ahi el titular de Ja Secretaria de Salud sostuvo que
¢l programa de México contra el narcotrafico precisa
que la solucion a este cdncer social es una concepcion
integral. Por ello. debemos abordar conjuntamente el
problema del consumo. demanda. tratico v produccion.
acoto. (Por HECTOR ARCEO)

México y EU coordinardn
esfuerzos para proteger los
derechos de los migrantes

Los presidentes Ernesto Zedillo v
William Clinton estamparon su firma
en la Declaracion Conjunta sobre Mi-
gracion. en el cual reatirmaron su
compromiso de tonalecer fa coopera-
cion bilateral para la administracion
del fenomeno migratorio.

En conterencia de prensa. Clinton
anuncio que trabajara con el Congreso
de su pais para mcjorar algunos aspec-
tos de la controvertida nueva ley mi-
gratoria estadounidense. Al preguntar-
sele en qué consistirian las modifica-
ciones v si éstas beneticiarian a los
mexicanos ilegales en los Estados
Unidos. el gobernante indico: ~Estoy
trabajando con el Congreso en esto.
pero espero que comprendan que co-
mo es un tema tan emocionalmente
sensible. mientras no tengamos una vi-
sion completa. (para qué dar mas de-
talles sobre el particular v poner en
pehigro la posibilidad de éxito?™.

Dijo visualizar cuales son los pro-
blemas potenciales de la lev. Sin em-
bargo. estublecio: “Apovo la ey basi-
camente v la volveria a firmar mana-
na. de ser necesario. porque nos da la
capacidad de controlar mejor nuestra
frontera, remover a los inmigrantes
ilegales de los lugares de trabajo. Lo

que me preocupa son las divisiones in-
debidas de familias™.

En la Declaracién Conjunta sobre
Migracién. ambos mandatarios se
comprometieron a intensificar el dia-
logo y redoblar esfuerzos para aican-
zar los siguientes objetivos:

- Proteger los derechos de los mi-
grantes e impulsar enérgicamente la
procuracion de justicia en casos de de-
nuncias de acciones ilegales por parte
de los migrantes y las comunidades
fronterizas.

- Asegurar la instrumentacion de
procedimientos seguros v ordenados
para la repatriacion de migrantes.

- Formular y aplicar nuevas medi-
das para reducir la violencia a lo largo
de la frontera y proteger de los peli-

- gros de cruzar terrenos deseérticos y

montaiosos a victimas inocentes de
los traficantes.

- Combatir el trifico de migrantes v
la falsificacion de documentos, y con
ese proposito desarroilar mecanismos
eficaces de intercambio de informa-
cion y cooperacion, con pleno respeto
a la soberania de cada pais.

Ernesto Zedillo y William Clinton
instruyeron a las dependencias com-
petentes. mexicanas y estadouniden-
ses. a presentar un informe en el pla-
7o de un ano. a través de fa Comision
Binacional. de los logros alcanzados
para una mejor administracion del fe-
nomeno migratorio.
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Foto: AP
Los presidentes de Estados Unidos y México saludaron a nifios mexicanos, durante la recepcién
oficial que tuvo lugar en el Campo Marte.

|

_ Foio: Javier Sdnchez
Por la noche, los matrimonios Clinton y Zedillo disfrutaron de un concierto en el Palacio de
Bellas Artes.
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EU esta dispuesto a trabajar co

Descarta problemas y
prejuicios si triunfa un
partido distinto al PRI
Por RAUL HERNANDEZ ARC0S

E] presidente William Clinton afinno ayer ante los

dirigentes nacionales del PAN, PRD v PRI que Estados .

Unidos no tendrd “problemas ni prejuicios™ en su trato
con Mexico ante la exentuatidad de que surja la alter-
nancia en ¢l poder en México. a través de un proceso
electoral democriitico v limpio.

Ll Mandatario de la Union Americana dijo, segin
fuentes cercanas a la delegacion estadounidense, que
Washington “no tendria problemas para trabajar con un
Congreso opositor, siempre gue ¢ste emerja de un pro-
ceso democritico™ .

Al recibir, en reuniones privadas por separado y con
traduccion simultinea, a los dirigentes def PAN, PRD
v PRI, Felipe Calderon THinojosa. Manuel Andrés Lo-
pez Obrador y Humberio Rogue Villanueva, respecti-
vamente, en une de los salones del Hotel Presidente In-
tercontinental, ¢l Presidente estadounidense se congra-
o por fos avances democriticos alcanzados por Mé-
xico, con base cn su reforma clectoral.

Respecto al problemi de [ migracion, Clinton dijo
que la clave para resolver de fondo y largo plazo este
asunto es generar un desarrollo estable en México.

Antes de niciar las platicas con ciada uno de los di-
rigentes politicas, quiencs tnvieron que hacer juntos
antes:la de 5 niinutos en el lobby del hotel, Clinton sc
loma las fotos.

E} primero en sostener esta reunion, “historica™ para
los partidos de oposicion. fue ¢l fider del PAN, Felipe
Calderon Hinojosa, gquien leyo ¥ entiepo a Clinton una
carta “mesurada”™, asi como una serie de propucstas pa-
ra una mejor relacion ilateral México-Estados Unidos,

REUNIONES HISTORICAS A DOS MESES DE ELECCIONES

Foter: Carlos Ramien
El dirigente nacional panista, Felipe Calderon,
v el presidente estadounidense, Bill Clinton,
mantuvieron una reunion de 17 minutos.

y aclaré que fuc un encuentro pesitivo v muy amable.

En la entrevista, de tan solo 17 minutos, Calderon
Hinojosa le hizo saber- segin dijo- que ¢l PAN, con 57
anos de existencia, es ¢l partido democratico mas anti-
guo de México v que tiende a gobernar a todos los me-
Xicanos.

El panista reclamo a Clinton trato digno. en condi-
ciones de igualdad v reciprocidad para México, y ex-
preso su conviceion de que se pucden alcanzar nuevas
etapas de desarrollo si se sabe aprovechar la vecindad
con Estados Unidos.

Luego. ¢l lider pereedista Andrés Manuel Lopez
Obrador, en un encucntro tenso con Chinton, expreso el
rechazo del PRD al Gobierno de Estados Unidos, tam-
bién a través de una misiva que lcyd y entregd perso-
nalmente, por sus politicas migratonas y de narcotrafi-
co. asi como por la prepotencia, racismo, xenofobia,

L . '

\ Feto: Carlos Ramos
B presidente de Estados Unidos, Bill Clinton,
converso 22 minutos con el dirigente nacional
del PRI, Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador,

explotacion salvaje, hostigamiento policial v abuso fi-
nancicro en contra de mexicanos.

L.a reunion con L.opez Obrador durd 22 minutos -la
is larga de los tres encuentros de los dirigentes pani-
con Clinton-_ y se llevo a cabo al mismo tiempo
que Cuauhtémoc Cardenas, candidato perredista al go-
bicmo del DF, pronunciaba un discurse ante el Centro
de Fstudios Estratégicos ¢ Intemacionales v Amenicas
Society, de Washington y Nucva York,

Lopez Obrador califico de muy inportante esti en-
trevista, y externd que el presidenie Clinton Tue muy
fespetuoso y atento a los plantcanvientos del PRD.

Afirmoé que el Mandatario de la Unién Americana
se comprometio a mantener un diilogo permancente
con los perredista ¢ informé que la sccretaria de Es-
tado, Madclcine Albright, sostendri este micrcoles
una reunion con grupos sociales de México v de or-

n la oposicion,

lice Clinton

———— Fao: Carlos Ramos
Una entrevista de 20 minutos sostuvo el
wresidente Bill Clinton con Humberto Roque
k"lllanuevn, dirigente nacional del PRI.

ganizaciones no gubernamentales para tratar el asun-
to migratorio.

Nego haber tratado con Clinton el tema de las clec-
ciones federales de Mexico, “ya que es un asunto que
solo compete al pucblo mexicano™.

Finalmente, el ultimo ¢n entablar conversacion con
Clinton fue el lider nacional del PRI, flumberio Roque
Villanueva, quicn tuve que esperiar mas de S0 minutos
para hablar solo 20. LI priista nego haber hablado con
¢l Jefe del Ejecutivo estadounidense acerea de un com-
promiso politico.

“Venimos con todo respeto a presentar puntos de
vistas de los problemas de México. como es narcotrifi-
co y la migracién, que se vinculan con cse pais”™.

Afirmo6 que Clinton tiene un gran conocimicnto de
la realidad mexicana y el desco de que juntos afronte-
mos ¢l reto de la globalizacion cconomica.
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 — Foto: AP
Una mujer perteneciente al grupo de deudores de la banca, que
protestaba cerca de la embajada de Estados Unidos, tue cargada
por policias y alejada del lugar. La vigilancia en torno a la
representacion diplomadtdca fue estricta.

Novedades POLITlCA

Foto: Carlos Ramos

Bdll Clinton, en la residencia oficial de Los Pinos.

Foto: AP
El presidente Clinton escucha con atencién una

pregunta sobre el caso Whitewater, durante la
conferencia efecruada en Los Pinos.
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Oscuro panorama espera a
Clinton en Centroamérica

UANDO el presidente

Bill Clinton se reuna

con los presidentes de

Centroamérica y del

Caribe a fines de esta
semana. encontrara que han cam-
biado algunas de las premisas eco-
nomicas basicas. Hace unos cuan-
tos afios. pese a las advertencias
de muchos economistas, los politi-
. cos latinoamericanos y de Was-
hington supusieron que el solo
crecimiento economico se encar-
garia de sacar adelante incluso a
los latinoamericanos mas pobres.
Muchas personas les creyeron. Y
no hicieron mas.

El crecimiento ha sido dema-
siado lento y en Latinoamérica,
que tiene la brecha mas grande del
mundo entre ricos y pobres. los lo-
gros han ido principalmente a los
ricos. que han comprado demasia-
dos teléfonos ceiulares y muy po-
Co arroz.

Debido a la desigualdad y al al-
to crecimiento demografico, hay
mas gente pobre en Latinoamérica
que antes. Las reformas de merca-
do han eliminado muchas politicas
desastrosas v obstaculos burocrati-
cos para alcanzar el crecimiento a
largo plazo v posiblemente el ali-
vio a largo plazo para los pobres.

Pero los gobiernos latinoamer:-
canos ahora se estan dando cuenta
de que inclusa con la aplicaci6n
de las economias de mercado. ne-
cesitan politicas sociales firmes v
sistemas educativos y de salud
mas fuertes para reducir la pobre-
za a una escala amplia. El Banco
Interamericano de Desarrollo
(BID) ahora se esta concentrando
en tales programas. Clinton men-
cionara la pobreza. pero el proble-
ma merece mas énfasis que el que
recibira.

Las economias latinoamerica-
nas.han crecido tres por ciento al
afio en esta década. un contraste
bienvenido ante la drastica caida
durante la crisis de la deuda de los
anos 80. Pero muchos olvidan que
desde la Segunda Guerra Mundial
hasta 1980. Latinoamérica crecid
3.5 por ciento anualmente. Su
constante crecimiento de la pobla-
cion requiere de un crecimiento
economico de por lo menos seis
por ciento.

El panorama no es uniforme-
mente oscuro. Numerosos paises
han reducido la pobreza desde
1990, principaimente al contener
la inflacion. que es lo que mas
golpea a los pobres. Brasil es el
éxito mas reciente. Pero este €s un
dividendo que solo se desembolsa
una vez. Para sostener la baja en
los niveles de pobreza. los paises
bien harian al copiar el ¢jemplo de
Chile.

Chile no solo ha gozado de un
crecimiento constante sino quc ha
procedido a atacar la pabreza de
diversas formas que el mercado no
puede. Entre sus iniciativas impor-

tantes se encuentran las reformas
al sistema de educacion, que in-
cluye énfasis especial en una me-
jor preparacion escolar en prima-
ria para los nitos pobres. Bolivia
también ha aplicado reformas im-
portantes. La segunidad social es
ahora mas accesible a los pobres,
v los nuevos bancos se especiali-
zan en creéditos muy pequeiios.

Otras naciones han sido menos
innovadoras. En general. los paises
latinoamericanos necesitan invertir
mucho mas de lo que han hecho en
salud basica y en educacion prima-
ria. las cuales han sido olvidadas en
favor de las universidades y hospi-
tales urbanos modernog que ayudan
en su mayoria a las clgses medias.
Deben concentrarse -asimismo en
las mujeres y nifias, qrienes son las
mas pobres. Muchas reformas nece-
sarias. tales como ampliar el acceso’
al crédito o a titulos de tierras.
cuestan muy poco.

Esas reformas podrian benefi-
ciar también a Estades Unidos.
Los latinoamericanos de clase me-
dia tendrian menos posibilidades
de emigrar. Mientras mas opulenta
se vuelva la gente. tiene mas posi-
bilidades de comprar exportacio-
nes estadounidenses. Estados Uni-
dos actualmente exporta mas a
Centroamérica.que a Europa
oriental o a la antigua Unién So-
viética en su conjunto.

Clinton escuchara ia proxima
semana quejas de jos dirigentes
que han mirado con desaliento co-
mo Estados Unidos cambio su co-
mercio e inversion a México des-
pués de firmar el Tratado nortea-
mericano de Libre Comercio
(TLC). El Banco Mundial estimé
que el Caribe podria ver como
México se apodera de una tercera
parte de sus exportaciones a Esta-
dos Unidos. Clinton debe renovar
los estuerzos en el Congreso para
dar a las exportaciones del Caribe
la misma entrada a Estados Uni-
dos de la que goza México.

Asimismo Estados Unidos tie-
ne 20 millones de dolares en deu-
das atrasadas a' un fondo especial
del BID que financia los proyectos
contra la pobreza en los cinco pai-
ses mas pobres de Latinoamérica.
El Congreso debe desembolsar ra-
pidamente este adeudo. ¢

Clinton tiene mucho de que ha-
blar durante su gira. inciuyendo la
inmigracion. proteccion ambiental
v el trafico de estupefacientes. Pe-
ro debe darse tiempo para hablar
sobre el combate a la pobreza.
Washington desempenio un papel
importante para persuadir a Lati-
noamerica en la aplicacion de re-
formas de libre mercado. Ahora
puede promover eficazmente una
segunda ola de reformas para am-
pliar el beneficio del mercado a
los pobres. .

Editorial de The
New York Times.

Novedades A 15



micreofes 7 de mavo de 1997

EDITORIAL -

Novedades

Rani Benitez Manaut

Clinton en México:
seguridad nacional o no

Es o no México estratégico
para Estados Unidos? Si lo
es. {por qué tardo cinco arios
en visitar nuestro pais el pre-
sidente Clinton? Primero fue
a Manila y Sydney, con quien Esta-
dos Unidos tiene el 10 por ciento del
comercio que el de México y ade-
mas estan demasiado lejos para re-
presentar desafios a su seguridad na-
cional.

En el discurso del presidente Clin-
ton hay falta de correspondencia con
sus acciones diplomaticas. La Cum-
bre de las Ameéricas. que se diseno
principalmente para impulsar la idea
de continentalizar el libre comercio.
no fue correspondida ni con tratados
de libre comercio con otros paises de
Ameérica Latina, ni con acciones de
buen entendimiento con el vecino con
el que si se ha firmado un tratado.

Cuando se presento la crisis del
peso mexicano en diciembre de 1994,
Clinton apoyo el rescate financiero
con un gran paquete -0 ayudo a que
no se dirigiera-el peso al abismo-. sin
embargo, después el presidente Clin-
ton afirmo que el paquete tenia tantas
condiciones (las facturas petroleras
de por medio) que mas que apoyo fue
un gran negocio.

Después, las recurrentes crisis
producto del incremento del narcotra-
fico han llevado a tensionar los nexos
entre tos dos paises. de tal modo que
se habla de nuevo intervencionismo o
de una conflictiva relacion donde el
narcotrafico puede envenenar ¢l co-
mercio o el espinoso tema de la mi-
gracion.

Estados Unidos esta interesado en
que la econemia de México se estabi-
lice no sabemos si para hacer buenos
negocios con nuestra casi gratuita
mano de obra, o para retener a los
mexicanos que cruzan la frontera. La
migracion no es bien vista porque ge-
nera problemas de transculturizacion,
grupos sociaies marginados, aumento
de la delincuencia vy problemas socia-
les originados en el racismo muy difi-
ciles de evitar.

En términos de comercio. se¢ habla
de un gran flujo. La propaganda
transmite }a idea de que el TLC es un

éxito rotundo. El problema es que el
comercio es intrafirmas y las empre-
sas transnacionales que lo realizan
necesitan importar casi la misma can-
tidad de insumos para poder exportar
los productos. No se difunde al resto
de la economia la ventaja comparati-
va y, en cambio, se esta en un proce-
so de destruccion sin precedente de la
manufactura mexicana. Esto generard
mas desempleo. por lo que, logica-
mente, habrad mas mexicanos inten-
tando cruzar la frontera. ;(Es o no un
problema de seguridad nacional para
Estados Unidos esto?

Sin duda. el tema de la seguridad
es el mas delicado. Va de la coopera-
cion en la guerra contra el narcotrafi-
co hasta la voluntad porque cambie la
tradicion mexicana en materia de re-
lactones militares. México tiene una
doctrina defensiva y no permite la sa-
lida de tropas sin declaracion de gue-
rra. Solo salen nuestros oficiales a
educarse al extranjero y como obser-
vadores en ejercicios militares. La
participacion del ejército en misiones
como el narcotrafico. ya hemos visto
sus fisuras con el caso Gutiérrez Re-
bollo y Estados Unidos no confia en
la PGR. En eso hay un callejon sin
salida. pues nadie confia en la PGR y
en el ejército la adopcion de la mision
del narcotrafico como propia es de al-
1o riesgo. Ademds, valdria la pena co-
nocer los resultados de la guerra con-
tra las drogas en el territorio de Esta-
dos Unidos para saber si también alla
esa guerra se va perdiendo (lo mas
seguro es que si). ;Qué pasa con el
“lavado™ de dinero”. se impondran
medidas de control sélo en México, o
también México podra supervisar las
transacciones y depositos en territorio
norteamericano.

Una relacion madura. de fin de si-
glo. tiene que sostenerse en la coope-
racion, pero no en una cooperacion
asimétrica que puede ser simplemen-
te unilateral -porque seria interven-
cion-. reconociendo vuinerabilidades
y fortalezas de ambos lados de la
frontera y conociendo los limites para
no.herir ni susceptibilidades. ni que
se dé fuera de lo que indica nuestra
Constitucion.

\
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‘Bienvenido sefior Presidente!
7 de mayo de 1947

I algiin cambio radical
‘en el gobierno pode-
mos sefalar, el mayor
de todos debe situarse
en la absoiuta unidad
que existe entre el poder publico
y el pueblo. incomparablemente
mas fuerte, solida, sincera y vi-
sible que en ninguna otra época
de nuestra historia independien-
te. Esta unidad existia desde ha-
ce tiempo, practicamente desde
el término de la campana electo-
ral pasada. Pero si aiguna duda
pudiera caber. hoy tiene que
rendirse culto a la evidencia. El
viaje del sefior Presidente de la
Repubiica a Estados Unidos ha
consumado la obra. Se ha logra-
do. por fin. esa anhelada co-
mmiente de simpatia solidaria en-
tre el régimen y la nacion, pero
no unicamente en la propaganda
y en las prociamas, sino en la
realidad de las conciencias.
Cuando el sefior licenciado
Aleman partié hacia al pais del
norte comenzo a florecer esa so-
lidaridad. Unos. los mas. segu-
ros de que el prestigio mexicano
creceria con cada paso v con ca-
da discurso: otros, los menos,

con un poco de zozobra por lo
que pudiera pasar, todavia bajo
la impresién de una prolongada
historia que se empeiid en hacer
que los mexicanos vieran en Es-
tados Unidos un constante peli-
gro potencial.

Pero todos, optimistas y pesi-
mistas, siguieron en su pensa-
miento y con su buena voluntad
al viajero. Nunca como en estos
dias se ha sentido en el ambien-
te la afectuosa y calida presen-
cia de un pueblo junto al jefe de,
su gobierno.

Por eso, por haber cumplido-
con alto decoro. como mexicano:
y como jefe de mexicanos, su:
mision el pueblo todo: obreros.
campesinos soldados. estudian-
tes, empleados, industriales, to-
dos, le decimos: jBienvenido a-
la patria, sefor Presidente! Por-
que vuelve a México no solo sin
tener absolutamente nada de que
pudieran recelar los mexicanos,
sino porque supo sentirse repre-
sentante de toda la hidalga dig-
nidad y de toda la sinceridad de
estas tierras.

Amador Prendes
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Antonio Gazol Sanchez

Sobre la “buena” marcha
de la economia de EU

AS cifras mas re-

cientes informan so-

bre la buena salud de

que goza la econo-

mia norteamericand.
lo que también puede ser una
bucna noticta para el resto del
mundo. particularmente para
aquella parte del mundo (;és-
ta?} cuyas relaciones comercia-
les. tecnologicas v financieras
con Estados Unidos son mas in-
tensas.

Los datos sobre crecimiento
del valor de 1o producido du-
rante el primer trimestre de
1997 en un medio de inflacion
bajo control y la disminucion
del indice de desempleo han
provocado una ola dc optimis-
mo cuvo ambiente fue aprove-
chado por el presidente Clinton
para anunciar un principio de
acuerdo del ejecutivo con las
dos corrientes partidarias de su
congreso en el sentido de llegar
al ansiado equilibrio presupues-
tal en 2002. Nueva inyeccion de
optimismo. aun sin detenerse a
pensar que en ese ano el sefior
Chinton va no sera presidente y
que. segun dicen los que cono-
cen a fondo el provecto. no se
ha tomado ¢n cuenia la conside-
rable cantidad de personas que
habran de jubilarse antes de esa
fecha y que después de la mis-
ma seguirin demandando fon-
dos publicos sin obligacion de
contribuir a su financiacion.

Sea como fuere. el hecho cs
que hoy las cosas pintan bien
para la economia de Estados
Unidos. independientemente de
que subsistan dudas en reiacion
con el futuro inmediato de las
tasas de interés. La junta bi-
mensual de la Reserva Federal
del proximo 20 de mavo despe-
Jara alguna de las incognitas.
Pero podriamos ir por partes.
De un lado. el Departamento de
Comercto anuncié que durante
el periodo enero-marzo de este
ano el PIB de Estados Unidos
crecié a una sorprendente tasa
anualizada de 5.6%. lo quc
constituye el mayor creccimiento
trimestral de los ultimos 9 arios
y cuyas bases de impulso fue-
ron el aumento en ¢l consumo
privado y ¢l aumento en los n-
vemarios. Por supuesto que no
faltaron analistas particulares
que vieron en estos datos algu-
na amenaza de eso que sc ha
dado en tlamar “sobrecalenta-
miento” de la cconomia.

A esta cifra sucedid la anun-
ctada por el Departamento de
Trabajo que ubica al desemplco
en un nivel de 4.9%. el mas ba-
jo de los altimos 23 afos, lo
que para mas de un observador
significa que. contra lo que mu-
chos suponian. la ‘economia
norteamericana si esta en con-
diciones de crear emplcos, sin
acelerar la inflacion porgue lo
notable es que. de acuerdo con
la misma fuente. ha descendido
el salario por hora. En esta oca-
sion, al menos hasta el momen-

se han producido las reacciones
que habitualmenic ocurren
cuando se da a conocer esic in-
dicador en cuanto al nerviosis-
mo que genera entre los inver-
sionistas que. en c¢se descenso.
suelen percibir barruntos de di-
ficultades en los mercados fi-
nancieros. La responsable de la
estadistica laboral se apresurd a
aclarar que las cifras de un solo
mes son insuficientes para sus-
tentar cualquier concliusion de-
finitiva. Se debe seguir con cui-
dado el indice de referencia v
no tanto por los temores (fun-
dados o no) de los financieros.
sino porque sus componentes
son reveladores de aspectos de -
fondo: por ejemplo. la creacion
de desempleos durante el mes
antenior se dio en el comercio.
la sanidad otros servicios vy el
sector publico. pero se registra-
ron disminuciones en la indus-
tria, la construccion v los secto-
res de trabajo temporal.

De manera casi simultanea,
un grupo privado que periodi-
camente elabora un indice de
indices senalo que el efecto
combinado de los diez principa-
les indicadores arroja un au-
mento de 0.1%. que es el mas
bajo en fo que va del afio y que
sustenta ¢l pronostico de una
desaceieracion de la economia
para el futuro inmediato. A
ello. de darse. podria contribuir
la aparentemente incontrolable
fortaleza del ddlar con su con-
secuente efecto negativo en ¢l
ritmo de las exportaciones v su
impacto dinamizador de las
compras externas.

Y es en esta parte donde
pueden empezar las dificulta-
des. En su reciente reunion de
primavera los ministros de Fi-
nanzas del Grupo de fos 7 ad-
virtteron de los riesgos de que
los tipos de cambio no reflejen
la realidad de las economias y
que se utilicen mecanismos ar-
tificiales para fortalecer algun
signo monetario. La reaccion de
los mercados ante la adverten-
cia fue precisamente la contra-
ria a la deseada. lo que hace su-
poner que persistira el déficit
comercial norteamericano con
todo v sus etectos en la econo-
mia internacional. Ademas. ese
dolar tuerte a contracorriente
de lo que podria derivarse del
resuitado de sus relaciones co-
merciales con el exterior des-
pliega una sombra de duda so-
bre et anunciado programa dc
reduccion. hasta su eliminacion
del desequilibrio presupuestal
interno.

El mantenimiento de un do-
lar fortalecido sigue siendo el
objetivo de 1a Reserva Federal
porque lo que eso significa es
que esta en condiciones de reti-
rar mas mercancias del merca-
do, que “vale”™ mas trente a las
demas cosas, pero esta concep-
cion no es compatible con las
obligaciones que impone una
economia cada dia mas globali-
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TLAXCALA.- William Clinton, bresidenté de Estados
Unidos, y su esposa Hlllaryjuegan con méscaras de car-

ton, tipicas del estado, durante una visita hecha al mer-

cado de esta capital. Los visitantes mostraron un gran
interés por la riqueza de nuestras asrtesanias. (AFP)

Creamos una economia solida,
senala nuestro Mandatarlo

Hﬂlilll ind lmnlera de vecinos IIIIISIIEI 3

i RABRIE!
e ,mesuoenrs Y ocnecron egum
México, D.F., luovnd tIMnayo do 1997 - ‘

Admite el jefe de la Casa Blanca
la interdependencia binacional

Por Jesiis Saldana H.

Al advertir que ¢l mayor desafio que enfrentaremos en
el siglo XX1 serd ganar la batalla contra la pobreza y la
desigualdad, el Presidente Ernesto Zedillo afirmé tam-
bién que México y Estados Unidos, estdn dispuestos a
construir una frontera que seala linea divisoria entre dos
naciones soberanas y vecmos présperos, no entre las
oportunidades y las carencias.

Por ello -continué- los mexicanos hemos venido reali-
zando una muy profunda transformacidn para alcanzar
el éxito en esa rucha a favor de los Jévencsly los adultos,
para las mujeres y los ancianos, para las familias y las
comunidades que, con toda razén exigen ser parte del
progreso y acceder al bienestar, y lo hacemos con un espi-
ritu solidario y un afdn de superacién.

Asf o expuso el Mandatario durante {a conferencia so-
bre el Presente y el Futuro de las Relaciones México-Es-
tados Unidos que. con la asistencia del presidente esta-

dunidense William Clinton. se llevé a cabo en el .

Auditorio Nacional, y afiadid que para eso estamos
construyendo un sélida economia de mercado con cora-
z6n y rostro humano, con sensibilidad social, que apove
eficazmente a los mds necesitados.

Luego indicé que el siglo XX terminard con signos
alentadores, pero que el que se avecina implica grandes
retos para vencer la pobreza y la desigualdad, por lo que
también estamos edificando un pais de leyes y de justi-
cia, y que con los ideales politicos y la participacion de
todos los mexicanos estamos consolidando una democra-
cia plena que a todos beneficie.

Sigue en la pdgina 12-A

William Clinton. presidente de Estados Unidos, advir-
ti6 que su gobierno respaldard una asociacién pacfﬁca
con México, llena de respeto v de dignidad, en pos de la
prosperidad, la democracia y la libertad, porque nos gus-
te o no, cada vez somos mds interdependientes y porque
la mlegmcnon econdmica es algo inevitable, lo que con-
vertira a nuestra frontera en vibrante fuente de creci-
miento,

También dijo que ambas naciones tienen la responsa-
bilidad de traf'm_;ar juntas para aprovechar las oportuni-
dades y derrotar los peligros de esta época; de luchar con-
tra el deterioro ambiental, el crimen organizado y ¢l
narcotrifico. problema éste que afecta en eqpecml a su
poblacién, que consume un tercio de la cocaina mundial
que pasa por territorio mexicano. Esta lucha nos debe

~unir, no dividir, indicé.

Clinton también hizo destacar que estd seguro de que
esa asociacion con México serd fructifera en vista del es-
fuerzo y del éxito obtenido por el gobierno del Presidente
Ernesto Zedillo en la magnifica recuperacién econdmica.
lo que le valid el respeto y la admiracion de todo el mun-
do, en especial cuando pagd los préstamos que I¢ hicieron
para superar la crisis, actuando con gran visién y valor.

Durante la conferencia sobre el presente v el futuro de
las relaciones México-Estados Unidos, en el Auditorio
Nacional, el jefe de 1a Casa Blanca insisti6 en la necesi-
dad de trabaJarJumos en vista dc las dificultades que te-
nemos, y actuar con decision, porque podemos cruzar el
puente que nos divide historica, cultural v geografica-

Sigue en la pagina 11-A
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Viene de la pagina 1-A

De esa mancra. las dos naciones compartimos una nueva
actitud de sumar esfuerzos para muitiplicar oportunidades
mutuamente provechosas, de encauzar nuestras diferencias
cn cl didlogo para superarlas, de avanzar hacia un progreso
mis equilibrado y justo para nuestros pueblos y un desarro-
llo que no rina con un medio ambiente sano.

Por ello, insistio, hemos reafirmado la voluntad de nues-
tros gobiernos de construir una frontera que nos acerque a
mexicanos y estadunidenses, y lo haremos con respeto, con
didlogo. con cooperacidn, que son claves en la nueva rela-
cion bilateral, apunté el Jefe del Ejecutivo ante unas 6 mil
personas que asistieron al evento, en el que se proyecté un
video sobre los resultados del Tratado de Libre Comercio.

En especial. mencioné que para impulsar ¢sa cooperacnon
esc didlogo y respeto, nadie ha trabajado con mas decision
que ¢l presidente Clinton, que ha sabido conciliar el interés
legitimo de su pais con el respeto a la soberania de México y
¢l respaldo solidario a los mexicanos, con una gran vision de
estadista. para avanzar hacia el entendimiento y la colabora-
cién.

“Esta visita del presidente Clinton -afiadié- marca un paso
iuy importante en la construccidn de una relacién a la altu-
ra de la historia de las dos naciones soberanas y orgullosas. y
a la altura de las aspiraciones de dos grandes pueblos. y con-
firma que la relacién entre México y Estados Unidos estd
llamada a ser un apoyo fundamental para acometer los desa-
fios de un nuevo siglo mds exigente.”

De igual manera, confirma que todo lo que podamos hacer
a ambos lados de Ia frontera para consolidar esa relacion be-
neficiard a las generaciones futuras de mexicanos y estaduni-
denses, y continuard a edificar para ellas un mundo donde
pucdan vivir mejor. Ese -enfatizd- es el espiritu que ha mani-
festado el presidente Clinton en cada momento de su visita a
nuestro pass.

Zedillo también dijo que si con América Latina nos her-
mana una historia de luchas afines y raices simtlares, tam-
bién estamos orgullosos de formar parte de América del
Norte. tierra de civilizaciones esplendorosas, y porque ha
sido suelo fértil para el despliegue de capacidades del ser hu-
mano, donde se conjuga ¢l dinamismo de la iniciativa indi-
vidual con la solidaridad comunitaria para un potencial de
progreso unico en el mundo.

Pero advirtio. ademds, que si en el continente americano
la libertad va ha florecido como democracia, ahora debe flo-
recer como prosperidad, razén por la que hemos abierto las
puertas al libre comercio. componente dindmico y decisivo
de las relaciones entre las naciones modernas, amplias e in-
tensas. v como uno de los mds poderosos motores de desaro-
llo capaz de transformar los retos en oportunidades, la desi-
gualdad cn cquidad, y las mjustlcms que son fuente de
conflicto. en hases justas de armonfa y cooperacion.

Esc serd el espiritu que anime a nuestro pals en la Cumbre
de las Am¢ricas que se celehrara ¢l afo proximo en Chile,
con hase cn la positiva experiencia que nos ha dcjado e!
TLC. que nos ha permitido un mavor intercambio de pro-

ductos, por lo que compartimos una nueva actitud de aliento
a las iniciativas productivas y de confianza en la comple-
mentariedad de nuestras economias, lo que nos ayudari a
competir mds vigorosamente en los mercados mundiales.

Zedillo subrayo la importancia de cooperar en fa lucha
contra el narcotréfico y la solucién de los problemas migra-
torios, a partir del respeto a la soberania nacional, sobre la
base de la responsabilidad compartida y mediante laefectiva
aplicacién de la ley, como lo hemos hecho los mexicanos. a
favor de nuestra sociedad.

Discurso pronunmado por el Presidente Ernesto Zedilio:
Excelentisimo sefior William Clinton. presidente de los Es-
tados Unidos de América:

Muy distinguida sefiora Clinton;

Sefioras y sefiores:

Los mexicanos nos sentimos profundamente satisfechos
de la muy grata visita del presidente Clinton a nuestro pais.

En esta tan valiosa jornada hemos conversado sobre las
preocupaciones comunes de ambos pueblos y hemos acorda-
do decisiones para que nuestra relacion contribuya a la pros-
peridad de mexicanos y norteamericanos. v para que cada
una de las dos naciones contribuya a consolidar lo realizado
en nuestro siglo.

Pese al terrible drama de las guerras y a la persistencia de
la pobreza y el dolor humano, el siglo XX terminard con sig-
nos alentadores. Es alentador el avance extenso v firme de la
democracia v de gobiernos representativos y rcsponsables
ante el pueblo: es alentador el reconocimiento de a primacia
de los dercchos humanos, las libertades ciudadanas y la par-
ticipacion social; es alentadora. asimismo. la inmensa gama
de oportunidades que la educacion, el conocimiento, la cien-
ciay latecnologia ofrecen a las mujeres y a los hombres alas
familias y a las comunidades, y también cs muy alentadora
la creciente percepcion del potencial que tiene la cconomia
de mercado. asi como del dinamismo econdmico. social e.
incluso, cultural que imprime el libre comercio.

Con estos signos alentadores estamos en el umbral de un
nuevo siglo, de un siglo que, sin duda, serd de asombrosos
avances, pero igualmente de grandisimos desafios. el mavor
de ellos serd el vencer la pobreza y la desigualdad.

Silas generaciones del siglo XX han ido ganando la batalla
por los derechos humanos, la libertad individual y la demo-
cracia. en el siglo XXI debemos ganar, clara y definitiva-
mente, la batalla contra la pobreza y la desigualdad, debe-
mos ganarla para los jovenes y los adultos, para las mujeres y
los ancianos, para las familias y las comunidades que con
toda razon exigen ser parte del progreso y acceder al bienes-
tar. Para comenzar a ganar desde ahora esa batalla, fos mexi-
canos hemos venido realizando una muy prulunda transfor-
macion.

Con el esfuerzo tenaz de los mexicanos estamos scntando
las bases firmes de un crecimiento para el bienestar y la equi-
dad. Estamos construyendo una sélida economfa de merca-
do, pere ‘alquier economia de mercado, ésta debe ser
un med 1 fin. Por eso. queremos v lograremos los me-
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xicanos una cconomia de mercado con corazon y con rostro
humano, con sensibilidad social: una econoimia de mercado
que sirva para apoyar eficazmente a los mds necesitados.

Con la tradicion juridica de los mexicanos y con una nue-
va cultura de apego a la lef' estamos construyendo un pafs de
leyes y de justicia, y con los ideales politicos y la participa-
cidn de todos los mexicanos estamos consolidando una de-
mocracia plena.

Con ¢l espiritu solidario y el afdn de supcracidn de los me-
xicanos estamas abriendo mis oportunidades para las muje-
res y los hombres de nucstra patria. Los mexicanos estamos
muy orgullosos de nuestras raices culturales y de nuestra di-
versidad social. pues nos han hecho una nacion distintiva-
Inente tnica y han forjado nuestro cardcler. nuestra sensibi-
lidad y nuestra capacidad.

Meéxico es una nacidon orgullosa de su pertenencia a Amé-
rica Latina, porque nos hermanan una historia de luchas afi-
nes. una lengua de recia y bella vitalidad. asi como las mas
altas miras para un pocvenir de prosperidad y de justicia.

Los mexicanos también estamos hondamente orgullosos
de formar parte de América del Norte, porque ésta es tierra
de civilizaciones esplendorosas. porque ésta ha sido siempre
tierra féri! para el despliegue de las capacidades del ser hu-
mano. porque en esta tierra se ha conjugado el dinamismo
de la iniciativa individual con la sohdaridad comunitaria
para un potencial de progreso tnico en el mundo.

Este gran continente nuestro ha sido tierra abierta a la li-
bertad. Nuestra generacién tiene hoy la responsabilidad de
reafirmar y consolidar ese viejo espiritu de libertad de nues-
tras tierras, a través de la libertad de intercambios, de la li-
bertad de comercio. Si en el continente americano la libertad
va ha florecido como democracia, ahora debe florecer como
prosperidad.

Los mexicanos estamos convencidos de que el libre co-
miercio abre fecundos caminos para el mutuo conocimiento
de Tos pueblos. para el intercambio v el enriquecimiento cul-
tural. Concebimos el libre comercio como un componente
dinamico v decisivo de las relaciones cntre 1as naciones mo-
dernas. de relaciones libres y abiertas. amplias € intensas.
Concebimos el Jibre comercio como uno de los mas podero-
sos motores de nuestro tiempo para el desarrollo. para un
desarrollo capaz de transformar los retos cn oportunidades.
para un desarrollo capaz de transformar la desigualdad en
cquidad. para un desarrollo capaz de transformar las injustj-
c1as -que son fuente de conflicto- en bases justas, de armonia
y cooperacion.

PPor cso. México ha saludado y ha asumido la iniciativa de
establecer una gran drea de libre comercio en el continente
desde los primefos afos del siglo XXI. y nos proponemos
impulsar esa iniciativa en Ia cumbre que celebraremos el afio
proximo en Santiago de Chile. México tiene la honda con-
viceion de que esc paso serd deeisivo para promover mas efi-
cazmente el desarrollo con paz y justicia. Esa conviccion s
12 que ha animado a México a abrir su economia, primera y
simultdncamente. hacia Latinoamérica v hacia América del

Norte.

En los dltimos aflos México ha promovido ¢l libre comer-
cio y ha hecho un gran esfuerzo para que cada avance y cada
acuerdo sea provechoso para quienes lo suscriben. Un cjem-
plo en la region. en el hemisferio y en todo el mundo es el
Tratado de Libre Comercio de América del Norte. Gracias
al TLC México sc ha consolidado como ef tercer socio co-
mercial de Estados Unidos y, ademds. como su socio s
dindmico.

Desde ef establecimicento del TLC los intercambios comer-
ciales entre nuestros dos paises sc han incrementado mas de
60 por ciento, alcanzando el afio pasado un valor cercano a
los 150 mil millones de dolares.

Gracias a! TLC México exporta hov a los Estados Unidos
mas que Taiwdn, Singapur y Corea del Sur combinados, v
también gracias al TLC, Estados Unidos exporta hoy a M¢-
xico mds que a Alemania y a Inglaterra juntos y mds que a
todo el conjunto de América Latina. Lo mas importante es
que el Tratado estd significando nuevas oportunidades de
inversion y mds. muchos mas empleos en ambos lados de la
frontera.

Al anticiparse en la negociacion ¥ suscripcion de acuerdos
de libre comercio México ha dado prueba de la vision v
madurez con que asume sus relaciones en el mundo del siglo
XX|. y también da prucba de la confianza que tenemos los
mexicanos en nuestro potencial de desarrollo v de la decision
con que asumimos las transformaciones para las exigencias
del futuro.

El libre comercio estd contribuyendo a edificar una rcla-
cidn mds intensa v ordenada entre los paises de América del
Norte y esta propiciando un mis solido entendimiento entre
sus gobiernos.

Al igual que en otras regiones. el libre comercio se vsta
convirtiendo en ¢l punto de partida para generar una nueva
actitud mds posttiva. mds constructiva. Ahora compartimos
una nueva actitud de aliento a las iniciativas productivas v
de confianza en la complementariedad de nuestras econo-
mias, nos avuda a competir mds ventajosamente en los mer-
cados mundiales.

Ahora también compartimos una nueva actitud de sumar
esfuerzos para multiplicar oportunidades mutuamente pro-
vechosas. de encauzar nuestras diferencias en ¢l didlogo para
superarlas; de avanzar hacia un progreso mas cquilibrado v
justo para nuestros hombres y mujeres, para los (rahajadoru
v para las empresas: de lograr un desarrollo que no rifna con
un medio ambiente sane,

El TLC estd contribuvendo a que nos conozcamos v nos
comprendamos mejor. 4 que nos respetemos v nos escuche-
mos con mavor atencion, a que dlaloguemoe v negociemos
con una dlsposmmn mds abierta, mds constructiva v de ma-
yor cooperacion. Esa disposicién ya influye positivamente
en el tratamicito de preocupaciones compartidas. se refleja
en acucerdos y acciones comunes para remediar v mejorar el
medio ambiente, para promover actividades productivas y
proteger derechos laborales, para facilitar el cumplimiento
de normas fiscales v aduanales. para impulsar el desarrollo

de nuestras telecomunicaciones. para fomentar cl intercam-
bio y la cooperacion cducativa y cultural. tecnoldgica y cien-
tifica.

La actitud de respeto v la disposicion al dialogo estian per-
meando, incluso, el tratamiento dc los problemas que mas
nos aﬂlgen Uno de cllos es el Irdfico de drogas. Es muy satis-
factorio que en cl marco de la visita del scivor presidente
Clinton hayamos suscrito una declaracion para la Alianza de
México y Estados Unidos contra las drogas.

A partir del respeto a 1a soberania nacional. sobre la base
de la responsabilidad compartida ¥ mediante ta aphcacion
cfectiva de 1a lev. nos hemos comprometido a dar un nuevo
impetu a una lucha que es por la salud de nuestra poblacion,
especialmente de nuestros jovenes: una lucha que es por la
integridad de nuestras instituciones: una lucha que es por la
seguridad de las familias. de nuestras comunidades. de nucs-
tras ciudades.

De igual modo. en esta visita del presidente Clinton he-
mos suscrito una declaracion conjunta sobre migracion. La
declaracion expresa el compromiso de amhos gobiernos de
atender ]a migracién como un enfoque integral que com-
prende medidas para fortalecer el respeto a la ley v a los dere-
chos de los migrantes.

Hemos reafirmado la voluntad de nuestros gobiernos de
construir una frontera que acerque a nuestros pueblos, que
sea la linea divisoria entre dos nacinnes soberanas. no entre
la prosperidad v la pobreza. que sca la linea divisoria entre
dos vecinos prosperos, no entre [as oportunidades v las ca-
rencias.

Esa es la frontera que queremos para los mexicanos v los
norteamericanos del siglo XX1 y la edificaremos con respe-
to, con didlogo, con cooperacion. todas éstas claves en la re-
lacion nueva entre México y los Estados Unidos.

Y en estos afios, quiero decirlo con absoluta conviccivn v
sinceridad, nadie ha trahajado con mavor decision para im-
pulsar ese respeto. ese didlogo v ¢sa cooperacidn que el seiior
presidente William Clinton.

El presidente Clinton ha sabido conciliar cl interés legiti-
mo de su pais con ¢l respeto a la soberania de México  cl
respaldo solidario a los mexicanos. El presidente Clinton ha
demostrado su gran vision de estadista al trabajar para el fu-
turo de la relacion entre nuestros paiscs. para gue avance sSo-
bre las bases de respeto v el diilogo. del eatendimicnto v de
la cooperacion.

A la vista del siglo XXI nuestra relacion tiene nuevos re-
10s. ¢l reto de saber equilibrar lo inmediato con ¢l Jargo pla-
zo. el reto de respetar tas formas distintas de ser v Je sentir
de nuestros pucblos y a la vez lograr una cooperacton cons-
tructiva y eficaz, activa v permanente

Mcucoy Estados Unidos comparten una relacion de largo
plazo gue debemos cultivar entre todos para gue Nuctilique
cn una convivencia afortunada para todos.

Esta visita del prcSIdenle Clinton marca un paso muy im-
portante en la construccion de una refacion a la altura de la
historia de dos naciones soberanas y orgullosas. v a la altura
de las aspiraciones de dos grandes pucblos.

La visita del presidente Clinton confirma que la relacion
entre México y Estados Unidos estd llamada a ser un apovo
fundamental para acometer los desafios de un nuevo siglo
mds exigente. para librar v ganar las batallas por una socie-
dad. un hemisferio y un mundo mds présperos v mas justos.
v confirma también que todo lo gue cadia uno de nosotros
pueda hacer a ambos lados de la frontera para consolidar esa
relacion habra de beneficiar a futuras generaciones de mexi-
canos v norteamericanos: habra de contribuir a edificar para
cllos una region, un hemisferio v un mundo donde puedan
vivir mejor. Ese es el espiritu que ha manifestado ¢f presi-
dente Chinton ¢n cada momento de su visita a nuestre pais,
cse es el espiritu gue estoy seguro compartira ¢l ahora con
todos nosetros.

Muchas grac
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Admite el jefe de la Casa Blanca
la interdependencia binacional

_Viene de la pdgina 1-A

«glente gracias a la noble vision de Judrez de respeto y
e paz.

A la conferencia asistieron el propio Zedlllo y las
»sefioras Nilda Patricia Velasco de Zedillo y Hillary
-Rodham Clinton, asi como los integrantes del gabine-
“te mexicano y representantes del gobierno y del Con-
_greso de Estados Unidos, quienes primero presencia-
‘ron un video sobre los avances y los resultados del
Tratado de Libre Comercio.

~En su exposicién, Clinton dijo que la democracia ha
barndo todos los paises, salvo uno de las Ameéricas
.(Cuba), ddndole a la gente una voz y un voto en su
“futuro, y que décadas de lucha han llevado al camino
“de la estabilidad y la paz, hacia los mercados libres y
~de la bisqueda por la justicia social y un desarrollo
mas sano.’

Todo es parte del cambio, un cambio “eléctrico”
I que en ninguna parte del hemisferio se manifiesta con

mas vigor que en México, a cuyo puebio felicitd por
-emprender reformas poh’ticas audaces que lo llevaran
contienda electoral mds intensa en su historia, en
, proximo, en una lucha por la democracia que re-
.ere una ardua labor y que debe defenderse todos
los dias.

- Por ello, Estados Unidos siempre apoyar4 el triunfo
~'de la democracia para todo el hemisferio, porque so-
mos interdependientes -aunque este fendmeno tenga
algunos aspectos negativos- y porque la integracion
~erondmica es inevitable, lo que ha generado valiosos
: ipstrumentos como el TLC que, a pesar de sus detrac-

tores. ha funcionado para todos los firmantes.

.El TLC, indicd, ayudd también a aminorar el im-
‘pacto de la recesion en México, ante la cual Zedillo
mespondlo con visidn y valor en lugar de decir “qué

ala.suerte” cuando asumid el cargo, lo que permitid
.ﬁna actlerada recuperacion y el reingreso a los merca-
‘"os de capital mundiales en solo siete meses, frente a

sx;.;ez la.rgos anos que 51guxeron a la crisis de 1981-
i s

*Por eso, dijo que su pais siente orgullo de trabajar al
lado de los mexicanos, pero que los avances no deben
. ser solo en las cifras, sino también en el desarrollo de
-sus pueblos, por lo que esa asociacién, como la del
+TLC, debe extenderse a otras naciones, 1mpulsando la
ieducacic'm, el comercio y la defensa del ambiente.
i’ .-Se congratulo ademds de tener en el primer equipo
i de sus colaboradores a muchos mexicano-estaduni-
denses. 1o cual refleja su interés y respeto por quienes
.cruzan la frontera de manera legal, pues tan solo en

1996 un total de 160 mil mexicanos ingreso legalmen-
te a territorio estadunidense. lievandose consigo su ta-
lento, su energia y sus aspiraciones.

Por ese motivo, dijo, nos aseguraremos gue el siste-
ma los trate con justicia y les dé la oportunidad de
cumplir sus suefios y sus esperanzas, y mantendremos
una politica de inmigracion que sea justa, generosa,
segura y odenada, pero que también frene los flujos
ilegales, porque quienes no respeten las leyes deben
atenerse a las consecuencias.

De las drogas insistio en que es un flagelo que debe-
mos combatir juntos, pues en su pais cada afio matan
a 14 mil personas y significan un gasto de 70 mil mi-
llones de ddlares por crimenes, pensiones, trabajos
perdidos, cuerpos mutilados y vidas arruinadas, en
tanto que los agentes arrestan a un millon de personas |
por ese problema.

En consecuencia, la batalla contra las drogas tiene
que unir a nuestros pueblos. no dividirlos, ya que
constituye una gran amenaza y es la fuente mds cruen-
ta de violencia -como ha dicho el Presidente Zedillo-
ya que en Estados Unidos se ha duplicado también el
uso de los estupefacientes entre la gente de alrededor
de 18 afos de edad. :

Clinton indico que esa lucha se dard conjuntamente
con base en el respeto mutuo y el sentido comun en el :
proximo siglo, hacuendo resaltar el esfuerzo de Méxi-
co para erradicar ese mal al reordenar la institucion .
encargada de combatir el narcotrdfico, frente al cual,
sentencid. tendremos que combatir y no apuntar con
los dedos, sino unirnos las manos.



Clinton, dia 2: del Calendario
‘Azteca a la Pirdmide del Sol

Por Joaquin Lépez-Ddriga V.

TEOTIHUACAN.- Ernesto Zedillo y William Clinton
se despidieron ayer aqui, al pie de la Pirdmide del Sol.
Antes habian recorrido la Calzada de los Muertos, espa-
cio milenario donde, cuentan, los hombres se convertian
en dioses, que no fue el caso.

Eran dos hombres, si, poderosos pero tan de carne y
hueso que por la maiiana, cuando aparecieron de la oscu-
ridad de entrecajas para salir al proscenio del Auditorio
Nacional y se encendieron las luces, el presidente de Es-
tados Unidos, asombrado, le comentd al Presidente de
México:

-Oh! what a magnificent hall..!

-Y eso que te traje a uno de los pequeiios... -le bromed
Zcdillo como no queriendo la cosa.

Era el mejor escenario para una reunidn apabullante a
la que asistieron los mds destacados hombres de este pafs
en el plano de los negocios, de {a politica, de los medios
de comunicacion, de las iglesias, de la politica, de los cua-
dros dirigentes del Gobierno Federal; del cuerpo diplo-
madtico. sesidén de mafiana, matiné, pues, donde se hablé
del presente y el futuro de las relaciones entre los dos pai-
ses.

La jornada anterior habfa terminado tarde, muy tarde.
Sigue en la pdgina 16-A
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EL PRES]_DENTE Zedillo mostrd a su colega estadunidense la zona arqueoldgica de Teotihuacan. M4s tarde, Clinton v su esposa viajaron a Costa Rica. (AP)
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La cena. servida para 600 personas en el patio de t :de
Palacio Nacional. acabd pasada la medianoche, cuandgo el
dia de trabajo cumplia ya (6 horas, Clinton empezaba a
arrastrar un poco los pies y resentia el cansancio con un do-
lor en 1a cspalda, precio de la posicion.

Clinton, dia 2: del Calendario Azteca a 1a riramide ael Dol

-Lo que yo le quiero decir a nombre de los legisladores
americanos es que respaldamos cien por ciento su politica
hacia Cuba -dijo el diputado por California-. Zediilo fo mird
sin dejar mostrar su asombro y ¢l legislador continud, -Tam-
bién quiero decirle que en el Con, de Estados Unidos

Pero 1a cena fuc. como dijeron, un éxito. Ya ad , Cla-
ro. Porque el llegar fue un cjercicio de paciencia y suerte,
como fue el caso de la funcion de Bellas Artes, dos horas an-
tes. .

Y como comentaria ayer Zedillo, él no hace las listas de
invitados y por el trabajo que tiene sélo se encarga de indicar
algunos de los que si quiere que asistan.

Este fue el caso de Carlos Fuentes y Gabriel Garcfa Mdr-
quez. amigos. comentd. de Clinton, que los conoce muy
bien, que fos ha leido y que los cita con frecuencia en sus
discursos. -

En un momento de la cena, Zedillo le comentd que habia
invitado a Antonio Bandcras y a su csposa, Melanie, porque
Felipe Gonvilez se lo habia pedido.

- Estd aqui Felipe, en la cena? -le preguntd.

-No. estd en México, pero no en la cena. Yo voy a cenar
con ¢l mafiana (anoche). pero hoy no vino.

-,Y vino Melanie? -insistié por la esposa de Banderas-.
¢Vinoella. ?

-Si, aqui estd la sefiora de Banderas.

-Lo que tu no sabes -le confié Clinton- es que Melanie lue
de las primeras que hizo campaiia por mi alld en 1991.

Luego la pareja saludaria a los Zedillo y a los Clinton,
como también Carlos Fuentes con Silvia, su esposa. Gabriel
Garcia Mirguez v su sehora.

A la cena también fue Thalia.

-Debid haber ido a 1a cena del presidente Fidel Ramos, de
Filipinas. que llega el lunes -comentd refiriéndose a una car-
ta confidencial que le envid el mandatario filipino por alld
de noviembre del afio pasado. en la que le informaba el éxito
que habia tenido la artista mexicana y le anexaba recortes de
periédicos. Cuando Thalia fue a Manila se le dio tal trato
que una noche fuc invitada por el presidente Ramos y su es-
posa a una cena famifiar ¢n la casa de gobierno.

Comentd que habia surgido una gran informacion con
motivo de la visita, que 1o conlirmé desde que vio el grosor
de la sintesis que recibe cada mafiana.

-Era asi. de este tamafio -dijo separando las palmas de las
manos-, v lodavia dice “sintesis”™ -dijo irénico.

-Eso seria una licencia de Garcia Mdrquez -apunté Carlos
Almada. su portavoz.

-Note metas con Gabo. Menuda la armé en Zacatecas. Yo
crefa que alguien como Gabo ya podia darse esos lujos, hacer
un broma. ;vieron la reaccion de los académicos? Si era una
guasa. Yo no. imaginense como Presidente -marcd su sana
distancia con la acadenia y con las audacias del lenguaje.

Cuando sc¢ le menciono fo apretado de los horartos y las
“colgadas” gue se dieron los dos presidentes en las conversa-
ciones privadas. dijo que eso ¢s lo maés rico, lo mds impor-
tante de las visitas de Estado. las conversaciones privadas.
donde los estadistas no estdn viendo el reloj.

-Eatrd Lichano con una tarjeta y una asistente del presi-
dente Clinton para decirnos del ticmpo. pero ese es proble-
ma de elos. por lo cortos yue ponen los tiempos para estas
conversaciones.

Despusés referiria que en ¢sas conversaciones se tocan, hd-
sicamente. los mismos temas que en publico, pero con un
mensaje mas llano. .

Si hablamos. por ejemplo. de Centroamérica y el Caribe.
Clinton comento que es una zona estratégica para ellos y Ze-
dillo le dijo que para México. al igual que el Caribe, tam-
bién. y le hablo de Ja reunion que a partir de anoche tendria
cn Costa Rica con los presidentes centroamericanos.

Zedillo le rerterd la importancia de esta region y el sentir
que existe alld. donde se sienten olvidados luego de ser el
escenarto de la ultima confrontacion armada de la Guerra
Fria, que terminando ésta. parecieron olvidarse de ellos y los
dejaron con las minas, con todo lo que deja una guerra.

En las conversaciones privadas no trataron el caso de
Cuba. pero en la cena de Patacio, la noche del martes. si salié
el tema, aunque no con Clinton sino con ¢l diputado de Cali-
fornia Xavier Becerra, coordinador del “caucus” hispdnico.

El representante se le acercd al Presidente de México y le
hablé. dijo. en nombre del Congreso de Estados Unidos. y en
esa tesitura queria hablar con Zedillo de un tema que no ha-
bia surgido: Cuba. En el corro en torno del Presidente habia
algunos otros legisladores estadunidenses y por uh momento
perciti6 que aquello se podria complicar y €l quedar en me-
‘io de una discusion partidista.

adm su actitud hacia el gobiérno cubano -insistio el
coordi del caucus hispdnico cuando ya Zedillo pasé a
otro tema.

Acababa la cena y la medi he empezaban a
apagar las luces de Palacio Nacional, espacio que Zedillo
estd dispuesto a recuperar después de aflos de desdén en aras
de la seguridad y la comodidad de todos.

Por la mafiana, a eso de [as 9 y media los automdviles bus-
caban acercarse al Auditorio Nacional, donde se efectuaria
el encuentro Presente y Futuro de las Relaciones México-
Estados Unidos.

" El evento estaba anunciado para las 10 y media. pero la
cita era una hora antes, por eso de los acomodos. Y como
1odos eran imnporantes...

Al centro. en la primera fila se guardé el espacio para las
comitivas y las esposas de los presidentes, detrds el gabinete.
Luego los hombres de negocios mds conocidos, y los duefios
de los medios y los directores de periddicos. A la derecha,
segun se entra. en las dos primeras filas el gabinete amplia-
do. Detrds los subsecretarios y los oficiales mayores. Entre
unos y otros. en fa tercera fila, dos dirigentes de partidos po-
liticos: Humberto Roque Villanueva, del PRI, y Felipe Cal-
derdn, del PAN.

-iQué parejita -les dijo alguien.

-Es la pluralidad -respondid el priista.

-iQué pasé! -reclamé el panista, serio. {Cémo que pareja..!

-Bueno, entonces jqué par! -les dijeron y eso parecié dejar-
les satisfechos.

Por el sonido local, el Baygén, que se hacfa chiquito en los
anuncios hasta que se hizo, desesperado, insistia y hasta se
enojd porque nadie le hacia caso a sus llamados “para tomar
sus lugares”.

-Usted que estd en el pasillo, se le pide muy seriamente
que pase a su lugar clamaba indtilmente.

A las 10 y media se empezaron a apagar las luces y corrid
pelicula, un corto de impecable produccién titulado “Méxi-
co y Estados Unidos, vecinos y ami d

", que ¢l Presi e
Zedillo vio la semana pasada, cuando adn no se “insertaba”
el testimonio de Bill Gates, el hombre mds rico del mundo,
elogiando el progreso de México.

Por alli pasaron, en dos idiomas, casi simultdneos y a ve-
ces en tres, con las versiones francesas de los canadienses,
personajes como Paul A. Samuelson, Premio Nobel de Eco-
nomia, quien calificé al TLC con nueves y dieces, con “A™ y
“B" basado cn el sélido avance y en sus resultados en ¢l corto
plazo.

Luego pasaron en el video como “hacedores del NAFTA™,
algunos empresanos: el inevitable Juan Gallardo. que quiere
ser presidente del Consejo Coordinador Empresarial; Clau-
dio X. Gonzalez. que también la busca aunque habria de de-
jar la comoda posicién de presidente del influyente Consejo
Mexicano de Hombres de Negocios y se removerian muchas
cosas; el doctor Jacobo Zaindenweber, seguidos de empresa-
rios de Estados Unidos v Canad4, que fue cuando el corto
alcanzo tres voces.

El sefior Mario Spattz, director general de Deli Bon Inc.,
reconocia que sus paisanos son muy competentes bebedores
de cerveza “Er quési-ce quil y a mieux pur accompagner una
biere que de la guacamaz: avec des nachos?” (,Es que hay algo
mejor para acomnpafar una cerveza que el guacamole y los
nachos?) Cerraron con una mezcla inimaginable: Octavio
Paz, Premio Nobel de Literatura, y Salma Hayek, actfiz que
al citar a un presidente dijo, en inglés, claro, y a Clinton,
también claro: “We don't share the same past. but we share
the same future”. (No compartimos el mismo pasado -lo que
es, por fortuna. ciertisimo-, pero si el mismo futuro).

En lugar de Fin o the end, acabaron con el logotipo de fa
Secofi. La gente aplaudid y encendieron las luces. Era como
la maliné, nadie sabia qué mds, esperaban a los presidentes y
sdlo quedd el silencio que fueron matando los murmullos y
el desconcierto: nada, nadie. ninguno, el escenario ain va-
cio.

Sc anuncio ¢) arribo de las sefioras Zedillo y Clinton, a las
que acompanaba Liébano Sdenz. Les recibieron con un
aplauso. se sentaron. apagaron las luces y corrié otro corto
sobre los tres paises. en tres pantallas, con asombrosas edi-
ciones y sonido perfecto. La matiné segufa. Este filme termi-
né con un atardecer, ;0 era amanecer?, sol amaritlo ;sol azte-
ca? Subieron las pantallas y bajaron las banderas.
Anunciaron a los dos presidentes, entraron y fueron encen-

diendo las luces.

Fue cuando Clinton. admirado, comenté que cra un csce-
nario magnificente y Zedillo le bromed: Y eso que éste es de
los pequenios.

Se escucharon los himnos, se sentaron y el mexicano pasé
al lugar central para leer su participacion. Clinton batallé
con sus audifonos hasta que un ayudante le llevd otros. Le
pregunté con las cejas y le mostrd el indice. OK.

Zedillo reiterd lo que ha sido su programa de gobierno, lo
reivindicé como el mejor, remitic a los resuitados, recordé el
pasado, las otras crisis, valoré el rol de Clinton en la nueva
relacion, insistié en el tema respeto y soberania, en el de co-
operacion y didlogo y uego dejo el escenario al visitante, que
hablé de Morelos y de Hidalgo, del cruce de camino, hoy
como entonces, de la democracia, de 1a Jibertad. la coopera-
cidn, el progreso y el respeto.

Enseguida hizo suyo el apotegma de Judrez. y hablé de hoy:
narcotrdfico -“debemos de dejar de apuntarnos con el dedo
para darnos la mano™-, de migracion -“somos una nacién de
Inmigrantes pero también de leyes; los que las cumplen son
bienvenidos, los que no. deben ser sancionados- y de econo-
mia -“se equivocaron los que apostaron contra el TLC; esta-
ban equivocados™ -dijo, para luego hablar de lo que fue la
crisis de México y de un Zedillo que en lugar de decir “qué
mala suerte” decidio encararla y ha sido tan exitoso que en
un aio México estd de regreso.

Después invitaron a las primeras damas a subir al escena-
rio, se tomaron la foto y dejaron el escenario.

Unos momentos después el presidente Clinton abordaba
el helicdptero Sikorski Marine One, del United States Mari-
ne Corps, para viajar a Tlaxcala donde le esperaba la fiesta.
Tras Clinton despegé otro helicéptero igual, el Marine Two,
y luego otros dos, ya pintados de verde militar, los cuatro
traidos desde la base Andrews, en las afueras de Washington,
al igual que las limusinas blindadas y las camionetas iguai-
mente acorazadas en las que se desplazé en Tlaxcala y en
esta ciudad de dioses.

En Tlaxcala miles de personas le esperaban en la plaza.
Primero llegd Zeditlo, que habla viajado en ¢l TPH-01 de la
Fuerza Aédrea Mexicana, un aparato Puma de fabricacién
francesa, acompafiado por Nilda Patricia. v después Clin-
ton. Se reunieron en ¢! interior del palacio de gobierno, una
edificacidn del siglo XVI que ha sido de todo: alcaldia. al-
hoéndiga y casa real. -

Salieron a la plaza sobre un templete, hablaron a la gente.
el gobernador José Antonio Alvarez Lima les dio la bienve-
nida y luego caminaron sobre 1a alfombra de aserrin y arena.

Clinton le miré como diciéndole si saludaban a la gente, lo
que le tiene prohibido el Servicio Secreto.

-Unos metros si quieres -le dijo Zedillo y que Clinton, con-
tra todo va queriendo. Entonces su personal de seguridad.
que ya se habia relajado, parecid enloquecer. [Su presidente
entre la gente!

Y asf tue, avanzd entre un alud de manos y rostros. colo-
res, olores y sudores. Se detuvo frente a una anciana de 74
afos y Guadalupe Pérez, desde su rostro surco de arrugas, le
dio la bendicion. Clinton apreto fas mandibulas e inchné la
cabeza.

-iQué multitud! -le habia dicho a2 Zedillo cuande llego a la
plaza y la vio atiborrada.

-;Como la vio? -le preguntaron a Zedillo.

-ho. el presidente Clinton estd encantado: los que andan
un poco nerviosos son los de su seguridad. No estdn acos-
tumbrados a esto pero. con esta gente ;puede resistirse..”

-(Qué, hoy cerré el pueblo para que viniera tanta gente? -le
coment6 Clinton a Alvarez Lima.

-No, asi es aqui. Cada vez que viene el Presidente la gente
se asoma -le explicé como explica las cosas este gobernador
de Tlaxcala,

Llegaron hasta el atrio de San Francisco. ta primera Cate-
dral de América, data de 1527, donde se encuentra el primer
pulpito desde el que por primera vez se dijo el Evangelio;
donde llegaron los primeros 12 misioneros franciscanos que
arribaron con Herndn Cortés en 1519; espacio donde ain
guardan et Cristo del Conquistador que, cuentan, trajo el ex-
tremedo como regalo: con el primer bautisterio de tierra [ir-
me donde hicieron cristianos 2 los tres nifios v los educaron
en la fe cristiana y que. Juego mdrtires, beatificaria el Papa
Juan Pablo Il e! 16 de mayo de 1990: Cristobalito. Antonio,
nieto de Xicoténcatl. v su pajecito Juan, muertos estos dos
ultimos cuando iban hacia Oaxaca, a evangclizar con los do-
minicos.

Enel atrio, pues, la verbena, los bailables. el copal. tos con-
cheros. la imagen indigena del Arcdngel Gabriel Luego los
nifios del coro ¥ fos Clinton lfevando el ritmo con los hom-

bros. con la cabeza. con aplausos. Cantaban La Negra y el
Ciclito Lindo cuando un ayudante de la Casa Blanca se subid
y le coment6 por [o bajo que seria conveniente que subiera al
escenario con los nifios para saludarlos.

-¢Pasamos? -le pregunté a Zedillo.

-iPasamos! -le contestd.

Y pasaron escoltados por Nilda Patricia y Hillary. Saluda-
ron a los nifios, se retrataron con ellos y cuando iban bajan-
do Clinton propuso subir de nuevo para tomarse unas fotos
con €l grupo, Se pusieron al frente y como Zedillo viera que
tapaba a los infantes, y a las infantas, claro, pasé a dos o tres
enfrente y Clinton lo siguid. Luego pasaron mds y mds, Clin-
ton retrocedid y siguid la fiesta.

Abajo, un corpulento agente del Servicio Secreto empujé a
un fotdgrafo enviado de Washington. Este se hizo para atrds,
tomd vuelo y le atizé un empujon que le hizo perder ef equili-
brio. El agente de seguridad quiso golpearle, pero se le ade-
lantd con enorme telefoto. Entonces se arrancé el audifono y
al grito de yusonahabich, le retd a golpearse fuera, maderfo-
quer”. El fotografo le volvid a atizar con el telefoto y todo se
disolvio cuando los presidentes bajaron del templete.

Antes, un joven que luego resultaria nifio de 12 aflos, Moi-
sés Galicia, habia cantado vestido de charro aquella de “yo
me muero donde quiera™. Al terminar se retratd con los dos
mandatarios.

-Cantas muy bonito -le dijo Zedillo.

-Pues apdyeme para presentarme en la capital -le pidid.

Cuando iban hacia la primera Catedral de tierra firme un
nifo de Qcotldn le flamd.

-Pst. pst. Presidente,

-Qué pasd! -le saludo.

-\’0 soy de Ocotlan. mi teléfono es el 2-35-70, Hdblame
cuando puedas -dijo y Zedillo siguid. Al rato se le volvié a
aparecer-. jQué! ;Me vas a hablar o no? ;Si o si?

-Claro que si.

-A ver, ;a qué numero? -le reto.

-Al 2.35-70. ;Ah. verdad..!

-Bueno. pero dame también tu tetéfono por si no me lla-
mas, que yo fe [fame.

Al llegar a la puerta del museo, que en un tiempo, v por
mucho, fue el claustro de esta primera Catedrat, se acercaron
los encargados. Los sacerdotes diocesanos Francisco Rodri-
guez Lara y Gonzalo Arenas Fernandez. Zedillo vio que uno
de ellos se abria el atba, la sotana blanca, y se echaba la mano
al bolsitlo interior. una y otra vez hasta que le dijo: “Sedor
Presidente, quicro pedirle un consejo. ;Cémo ve usted si le .
pido una firmita al presidente Clinton para que me den mi
visa de Estados Unidos”" -y le mostrd el pasaporte que guar-
daba en el pecho.

-iNo. hombre!, eso no le va a servir de nada. Mejor le pedi-
mos a alguien de la cancilleria que nos ayude.

-No, por eso. Yo le dije que le iba a pedir consejo -dijo
mientras se guardaba el pasaporte v se abrochaba.

Ya dentro del claustro el gobernador habia preparado un
comilon del que si Clinton sale con vida. se acordard siem-
pre. como se acordaba, le comentd a Zedillo. de que solo en
una comida de Yelisin habia visto tantos platillos.

Ayer habia chiles en nogada de Puebla, barbacoa de Tlax-
cala. huachinango a la veracruzana. crepas de huitlacoche de
Morelos, camaroncs al pulque de Hidalgo. pipidn verde del
Estado de México. tlacovos, fideos secos, pierna de puerco
adobada de Jalisco, ensalada de nopales, frijoles refritos, en-
salada polosina. arroz a la mexicana. tamalitos oaxaquefios,
huauzontles de Xochimilco v escamales.

Clinton atacd dier de los 15 platillos y todavia le entrd a
los escamoles.

-No, resultd de fos mios -confesé Zedillo. muy competente
también a la hora de sentarse a este quehacer, comer. En la
comida estuvo presente el obispo Jacinto Guerrero Torres.
José Guadalupe Romero Barba. primer pdrroco, decano y
capelldn. todo en una sola persona. fue el que le presentd el
libro para que lo firmaran.

En helicéptero. de nuevo cada guien en el suyo, viajaron
hacia esta region. Los aparatos se posaron a un costado, el
norte. de 1a Pirdamide del Sol. Con Zedillo iban Gurria, Luis
Téllez. Rafael Tovar y de Teresa. Los recibio el gobernador
César Camacho Quiroz. acompaiado por su esposa y una
camioncta llegaron hasta la cara sur de la Pirdmide de la
Luna. Alli se detuvieron y luego avanzaron sobre la Calzada
de tos Muertos. cuando ya Novia.

Y sc despidieron al pie de 1a Piramide del Sol.

La visita habia comenzado al pic del Calendario Azteca.

Por la noche. el Presidente Zedillo cenaba en Puerto Va-
Iarta con su amigo el ex presidente del gobierno espafol,
Fefipe Gonzilez. de visita privada en México.
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ASUNTO: ;POR QUE..?
Lic. Carlos Salinas de Gortari:

Si de acuerdo con las cifras usted
no estuvo equivocado con su promo-
cidn econdmica principal, entonces,
(por qué dejo el pais en el borde de la
crisis? '

Las cifras a que me refiero, prove-
nientes del Banco Mundial, el Fondo
Monetario Internacional, el Departa-
mento de Comercio estadunidense,
la Secretaria de Comercio y Fomento
Industrial v el Instituto Nacional de
Estadistica, Geografia e Informdtica
son las siguientes:

-Entre 1986 y 1996 las exportacio-
nes se quintuplicaron e hicieron de

Sigue en la pdgina 16-A

Non L

TLAXCALA.- Los presidentes Ernesto Zedillo y William Cli
pie la Plaza de la Constitucion de esta ci
bidos cdlidamente,

_ qton cruzaron a
cil udad. Los mandatarios fueron reci-
con musica v adornos en las principales avenidas, (AFP)
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México ¢l décimo exportador mundial y ¢l pri-
mero en Amdrica Latina.

-Dec 1994 a 1996 nuestras exportaciones cre-
cieron 23 por ciento anual promedio, por enci-
ma de Corca dcl Sur, Hong Kong, Taiwdn y
Singapur.

-En 1991, México exporté a Chile productos
por valor de 124 millones de délares y en 1996
la cifra se clevé a 688 millones de dolares, gran
parte de ellos en automdviles, computadoras y
vehiculos de carga.

-En 1996 las ventas mcexicanas, principal-
mente de automoviles, medicamentos, compu-
tadoras. cables para clectricidad, productos
quimicos v fibras sintéticas a Bolivia, Colom-
bia, Venezucla y Costa Rica superaron los mil
millones de dolares.

-Respecto del intercambio entre Canadd y
México, en 1996 alcanzé 4 mil millones de do-
lares, 38 por ciento superior al de 1993, con lo
que nuestro pais se volvio el primer proveedor
[atinoamericano def mercado canadicnse prin-
cipalmente en automoviles. computadoras,
motores, cables para bujias v televisores.

-En cuanto a Estados Unidos. nuestro co-
mercio bilateral se clevo en 65 por ciento du-
rante los tres tltimos afos v solo en 1996 signi-
ficé mds de 140 mil inilloncs de dédlares. Esto
ha hecho de México el socio camercial mas di-
namico de Estados Unidos al incrementar sus
exportaciones en 83 por ciento. En 1996 Méxi-
coexporté a Estados Unidos mds que Franciay
Reino Unido juntos y mas que Corca del Sur,
Hong Kong vy Taiwdn en conjunto.

-En 1993 México fue el principal proveedor
de Estados Unidos en 673 rubros. Para 1996 jo
fue de mil 124, En ¢l scctor acerero paso del oc-
tavo al cuarto sitio. por encima de Taiwdn,
Brasil y Corea dct Sur, en automoviles, del
cuarto al tercer lugar desplazando a Alemaniay
en ¢l textil, del quinto al segundo sitio, sobre
Hong Kong, Taiwan y Corea del Sur.

-Encuantoa rethcuSn dec inversion extranje-
ra directa. de los paises en desarrollo sélo Chi-
na supera a México.

-Finalmente. en 1993 ¢l nimero de exporta-
dores mexicanos fue de 2t mil 477,y para 1996
la cifra se elevo a 31 mil 860; esto es. un incre-
mento de 48.3 por ciento.

-Todo esto ocurrid. licenciado Salinas. a par-
tir de que comenzaron a operar los tratados de
Libre Comercio que su gobicrno nnpulsé, y ¢l
crecimicnto de NUestro comiercio extetior no
fue limitado ni por la crisis financicra v econo-
mica que estallo a escasos dias de concluida su
administracion.

Ayer, durante la reunion Presente v Futuro
de las Relaciones Mévico-Extados Unidos que
convocaron los plcsndenlu Zedillo v Clinton,
con la paruumuon de todo ¢f poderio cco-
némico, politico = -ial v comunicacional del
pais. s¢ realhizé pendo acuerdo de los
principales log zados exclusivamente
por los dos par anadd- a consecuencia
det T nocteame, . cana. v estoy segnrea de que

Confidencial

la aplastante mayoria de los asistentes al Audi-
torio Nacional nos acordamos de usted. En lo
personal lo recordé con la pregunta que al prin-
cipio le hice, y repito:

¢Por qué, si no estuvo equivocado en su pro-
mocién econémica principal, dejé al pais en el
borde de la crisis?

¢Por qué si habfa atado ya tan importantes
instrumentos para el desarrollo mexicano, sol-
t6 otros de cardcter financiero que provocaron
la bdrbara retraccidn en que a pesar de los éxi-
tos exportadores nos encontramos?

La respuesta estd en el titulo del seminario
internacional que la Fundacién Colosio inicia
hoy: “Globalizacién con Justicia Social” y en
*“una economfa de mercado con corazon y ros-
tro humano™ que, afirmé ayer Zedillo, los me-
xicanos estamos ahora instrumentando. Eso
fue, licenciado Salinas, lo que usted olvido...
DEJEME CONTARLE QUE...

... (Sefor presidente Clinton, qué bueno que
vino: pero qué bueno que ya se fue... Atenta-
mente... Los sufridos conductores y peatones
capitalinos)... Con escasas horas de diferencia,
Cuauhiémoc Cdrdenas fue refutado y piblica-
mente exhibido por Andrés Manuel Lopez
Obrador... Anteayer, el candidato perredista al
gobierno capitalino encabezd sendos supermi-
tines en Washington y Nueva York, coma st
también quisiera ganar las alcaldias de las capi-
tales politica y financiera estadunidenses -con
representantes del gran capital estadunidense,
y ahi externé algunas de las criticas que inte-
gran su plataforma politica, contra el Gobierno
y parte de la sociedad mexicana: pero por la no-
che, luego de entrevistarse aqui con Clinton, el
dirigente nacional perredista dijo a la prensa
que no habia abordado problemas internos con
el mandatario estadunidense “porque los pla-
tos sucios se lavan en casa”... Cosas de campa-
fia. ni modo; si Alfredo del Mazo en alguna me-
dida discrepd de Humberto Roque Villanueva
en relacion al tema Salinas de Gortari, los per-
redistas se pueden permitir también algunas li-

cencias+++ Y ya de regreso en la sede real de su -

campaiia. durante el encuentro que Cdrdenas
tuvo ayer con estudiantes politécnicos alguien
le pregunté si los agresores del panista Carlos
Caml?o Peraza, anteayer en la Facultad de
Ciencias Sociales de la UNAM, eran seguido-
res suyos... “No -respondid-, lo que pasa es que
quicn por todos lados busca plcito, lo encuen-
tra”... Una mentirijila que como nueva licen-
cia se permitié el perredista, pues el CEU es
elemento activo de su partido y de su campaiia,
pero lo cierto es que el encuentro en Ciencias
Politicas realmente fue una plurimanifestacién
dec intolerancias... Lo mejor, ciertamente, es
que los politicos se manifiesten franca y hones-
tamente como son, y en esto scguramente el pa-
nista llevaria las mejores cifras en las encues-
tas. porque se ha peleado con gente de los
medios, con electores, con estudiantes y apa-
rentemente con uno que otro miembro de su
propio partido que le ha tratado de aconsejar

sobre mejores formas de hacer campaiia... Lo
cierto es que si a principio de abril Felipe Cal-
derdn Hinojosa ya se mostraba seriamente
preocupado ante el curso que tomaba la cam-
pafia panista por el gobierno capitalino -entre
otras cosas porque por ocuparse del electorado
en general, Castillo Peraza estaba descuidando
el voto duro de su partido en el DF-, no dude-
mos que a un mes y dias se encuentre inmerso
en el terror total cada vez que escucha los noti-
cieros radiofdnicos, ve los de televisién o lee los
diarios... Ni modo, a pesar de todo, la voz del
pueblo panista parece no ser la voz de Dios...

Al din%ente blanquiazul le queda el consuelo
de que la seleccién de candidato fue obra de los
delegados que votaron por Castillo Peraza...

Quizd algunos piensen que tanta democracia
los empaché... Sin embargo. don Carlos volvié
a respirar serenamente ayer luego de sus en-
cuentros con las comunidades del ITAM y de la
Universidad del Valle de México. donde lo tra-
taron de una manera totaimente distinta... La
decencia revivio; las buenas maneras también;
las preguntas a tono igualmente, en grado tal
que en ambas instituciones le ofrecieron for-

- mar grupos de apoyo a su campaiia... Q sea que

Calderon tenia razén con lo del voto duro; ahi
estd la respuesta+++ Monsefior Jeronimo Pri-
gione ha comentado con algunas personas de su
confianza que México. y en especial Cuernava-
ca, son los lugares donde piensa pasar el resto
de su vida, seguramente porque en ningin otro
tugar tiene tantos conocidos, y de tanta impor-
tancia, como aqui, pero principalmente porque
México fue 1a cima de su obra diplomdtica...
Pero antes de que eso ocurra, el ya pronto ex
nuncio deberd salir del pais y dejar el espacio
libre a su antecesor, quien cuando llegue a pre-
sentar sus cartas credenciales al Presidente Ze-
dillo, deberd ser el unico... Ya después de que
se procese su jubilacidn. el'hacedor de las rela-
ciones restauradas entre México y la Santa
Sede podrd realizar su proyecto+++ Las mds
sentidas y sinceras condolencias a Marcia Olli-
viery a sus hijos... Descanse en paz Mauricio E.
Ollivier Faure+++ Esta noche. la Cdmara Japo-
nesa de Comercio e Industria de México, A.C.,
conpmemorardn con una cena, a la que amtmin
el Presidente de la Repiblica y su gabinete, asl
como parte importante de la comunidad eco-
némica mexicana que participa en la 21 Reu-
nién Empresarial México-Japén, el centenario
de la migracién japonesa a nuestro pafs+++
Alejandro Carrillo no pretende ser el vocero ni
del Presidente, ni del Gobierno Federal, ni de
la Secretarfa de Gobernacion... Simplemente
desea cumplir con su nombramiento de coordi-
nador de Comunicacion Social del Gobierno
de la Repiblica+++ Espléndido, el documental
producido por la Secretarfa de Comercio y Fo-
mento Industrial sobre el TLC con que ayer
arrancd la reunign Presente y Futuro de las Re-
laciones Méxi ados Unidos, pero serd una
pena si el pa ro no lo conoce... Vale. v
mucho. su tra ién abierta+++

El PRI ha permitido el “estrepitoso™
avance de la oposicion, acusa Fidel
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gentes de las federaciones estalales de Hidal-
go, Morelos, México, Michoacdn, Durango,
entre otros.

Con ellos hablg sobre Jas campanas politi-
cas y los acontecimientos ocurridos el pasa-
do 1 de mayo durante la ceremonia conme-
morativa del Dia del Trabajo, que encabezd
el Presidente Erncsto Zedillo en el Auditorio
Nacional.

Sobre las campaiias, Fidel Veldzquez dijo
a sus principales colaboradores que es inau-
dito permitir que avance la oposicion, ya
que es notorio que han aprovechado los cs-
pacios que los priistas han abandonado:; sin
embargo, hizo un reconocimiento a la labor
que Humberto Roque Villanueva viene ha-
ciendo al frente del partido.

“No es posible que hasta en los vagones
del Metro el PAN tiene mds presencia, y eso
que yo no viajo en €l; ;dénde estdn los recur-
s0s para impulsar esas campaiias™?, pregun-
to.

Pidi6 a su Comité Ejecutivo trabajar con
el electorado, realizar campanas de penetra-
cion y de mds acercamiento, porque consi-
derd que se han abandonado los espacios po-
liticos.

En su silla de ruedas. molesto y por mo-
mentos cuestionador de la situacion politica,
econdmica y social que se vive, Fidel Veldz-
quez reprochd a los priistas y al Gobierno el
hacer una guerra sucia contra el movimiento
obrero organizado.

Los asistentes a la reunion, principalmen-
te Juan S. Milldn, José Ramirez Gamero,
Joaguin Gamboa Pascoe entre otros, fueron
criticos en sus comentarios, pues reconocie-

ron que no se ha trahajado en forma para sal-
vaguardar la posicion del sector obrero, lo
que ha hecho que la oposicion aproveche
para hacerse camino.

A esto, Fidel Veldzquez les sefialé que la
tinica forma de salir adelante es trabajando y
no hacer caso a los ataques que se han dado a
raiz de su ausencia al (rente de {a Confedera-
cion de Trabajadores dec México (CTM).

Posteriormente, en conferencia de prensa
expuso la necesidad de reformar la Alianza
para el Crecimicnto, porque no estd funcio-
nando, o de lo contrario hacer otra. “La
Alianza no debe dedicarse a perder el tiem-
po cn discusiones vanas que no benefician a
nadie”, subrayd.

Consideré que e) balance de la Alianza en
lo que va del afio “es negativo™, porque el
sector patronal no trabaja, por lo que debe
atribuirsele un trabajo intenso y “agotador”
para que este balance sea positivo.

En cuanto a la reunion que tuvo con los
integrantes del Comité Ejecutivo de la CTM
-y ala que no asistieron Leonardo Rodriguez
Alcaine, quien estuvo en los eventos de Wi-
lliam Clinton: Abelardo Carrillo Zavala,
quien se encuentra de gira por Europa; y Ja-
vier Pineda Serino, quien asiste a una reu-
nion de vivienda cn Cosla Rica- dijo que fue
para trabajar por la central obrera en lo so-
cial. en lo politico y en lo econdmico, para
hacer una campaiia sobre estos temas.

En materia econémica. anuncié que la
CTM protestard enérgicamente porque los
precios siguen elevdndose y los salarios re-
duciéndose, y agreg que si no se presentd el
‘1 de mayo fue “porque no quisieron”.

UNA CONSTRUCCION de madera, pldstico y diversos desechos sirven como vivien-

da a un grupo de indigentes en el cruce de Diagonal 20 de Novi
sus habitantes se encuentran varios infantes

y Bolivar. Entre

(Foto de 7 Ramirez NMeza)
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‘EI TLC ya es fructifero, considera EU

' Viene de la pagina 1-A

:*Castillo™. en el hotel habilitado como temporal y efime-
ra residencia del presidente mas poderoso dei planeta.
Y es que la ocasion no era despreciable. Ademas de la
“Albright, de Daley v McCaffrev. concurnian a la misma
-'mesa la procuradora general Janet Reno. el conseiero
-presidencial Thomas “Mack™ McLany v el embajador sa-
liente James Jones. A uitima hora no asistié el encargado
e la cartera del Tesoro. pero si estuvieron los de Agricul-
y del Transporte. i el
‘@ +Antes de las 7 y tras minuciosas revisiones caninas v
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El TLC ya es fructifero, considera EU
la ‘anza Ii_ll_a'l_ter}i_'_l__;._tont_ra el narco daré resultados este afo, prevén

_'Por'Joiqui'n Roura Quiiiones

A 4] meses de iniciado, el Tratado de-Libre Comer-
cio (TLC) en América del Norte es una realidad que
funciona y ha cumplido con los propdsitos trazados, y
por ello el gobierno de Estados Unidos reafirma su
disposicion de consolidario, patentizaron los secreta-
rios de Estado, Madeleine Albright, y de Comercio.
William Daley. - : ] )

Coincidieron en que el acuerdo comercial de su pais
con México.y Canada ha abierto significativas oportu-
nidades de intercambio, mejorado operaciones y ge-
nerado empieos, a grado tal que 80 por ciento del cre-
cimiento exportador de la Unién Americana ha sido
precisamente en esa region. )

Ademads, compartiéron el deseo de que Méxicoy su
pais robustezcan aun mds su vinculo comercial e in-
sistieron en que la reciproca colaboracion serd la clave
para un gran futuro comiin. ) N

Barry McCaffrey, director de la Oficina de Politica

Nacional sobre el Control de Drogas, elogi¢ la alianza
formalizada aqui por ambos gobiernos para combatir
el narcotrafico, cuyos resultados empezardn a fluir
este mismo aiio, y reconocio que la estructura familiar
mexicana ha permitido contrarrestar aqui la penetra-

cion de las drogas. . L .
Mediante una aportacion de 300 pesos per cdpita,
550 socios de la Cimara Americana de Comercio de
México tuvieron ayer una oportunidad irrepetible:
desayunar con el staff de William Clinton, escuchar de
cerca a los hombres -y mujeres- del presidente, saber
las perspectivas del reducido circulo ministerial que

lieva a la practica los dictados de la Casa Blanca.
No importaron la madrugadora cita ni el sortear los
férreos dispositivos de seguridad: muchos llegaron an-
tes del amanecer y no eran las 6 de la mafiana cuando
bebian despertadores cafés en las afueras del salon
Sigue en la pdgina 11-A

personales debajo de la silleria y entre los continados. se
permitio el acceso al salon v a las mesas va servidas que
““de inmediato fueron abordadas por los comensales, re-
presentauivos de 85 por ciento de la inversion directa es-
tadunidense en nuestro pais.
-"Pero tuvo que pasar casi una hora para que los miem-
‘bros del gabinete presidencial visitante bajaran de sus
-Tespectivas suiles v se sentaran en el siio de honor.
- Tras una breve alocucion de bienvenida del embajador
-Jones aderezada con el infalible chiste muy al estilo ame-
“ricano. el primero en hablar fue el “zar" antidrogas
-McCalffrey. el mismo que antes de retirarse de la milicia
fue el oficial mds condecorado y el general de cuatro es-
“trellas mas joven del ejército de Estados Unidos.
'~ Aseguro que no hay sociedad al margen del flagelo de
“las drogas. a las que califica como la amenaza niimero
_uno en ¢i mundo y por ello ratifico que su gobierno en-
-frenta ese reto sistémico. que también se refleja en trdfi-
-co de armas y corrupcion.

“Tenemos la conviccion de apoyar los esfuerzos de
voombatirlas en toda la region y por ello es elogiable la se-
‘Tia estrategia que se acaba de formaiizar con México™,
‘apunto quien en su hoja de servicios inciuye haber sido

comandante de la Division de Infanteria que en la Gue-
rra del Pérsico -0 Tormenta del Desierto- atrapd a la
rdia republicana iraqui en el valle del rio Eufrates.
w Ahora. vestido de civil y sonriente. menciono que su
batalla actual es librar a 68 millones de jovenes estaduni-
denses de ios peligros de la droga. aunque aceptoé que 3
miliones 600 mil compatriotas suyos suiren tal adiccion v
de elios. un millén 400 mil consumen cocaina.

Argumento que por la experiencia adquirida en la di-
“Yeccion hoy a su cargo. ha constatado que la presencia de
“las drogas en Caracas. Rio de Janeiro y Bogota es mas
‘tntensa que en Miami. Detroit o San Diego.
-i.»William Daley, responsable del Comercio de Estados
~Unidos. manifestd después que los lazos con México son
~Tnds estrechos y que el acuerdo aplicado en Norteamérica

en 1994 es el primer paso para lograr el Tratado de Libre
Comercio de las Américas. previsto para el aiio 2005.
¢ --Dijo que las exportaciones estadunidenses hacia nues-
‘tro pais han crecido 21 por ciento y que el tratado comer-
-cial ha sembrado notables beneficios a las dos naciones.
“Luego. “Mack” McLarty. amigo personal y asesor de
Clinton, quien ademas es su enviado a las Américas. re-
cordo que México es vecino, socio y amigo de Estados
Unidos, al tiempo que insistio que el TLC constituye la
“-piedra angular entre ambos pueblos.
-+ Al exponer el enfoque que su amigo Bill otorga al he-
-misferio. el que fuera jefe del gabinete de la Casa Bianca
-advirtid que la democracia en la region debe verse en la
prictica v apunto que para su gobierno es interés de segu-
ridad nacional comprometerse con sus vecinos democra-
r§i605.
Finalmente el “plato esperado”, Madeleine Albright, la
(adujer fuerte” de la administracion Clinton, llegd a la tri-
!E:m y apenas para abrir boca sintetizé el papel que la
-Adnion Amencana juega en ¢l concierto mundial después
8P la Guerra Fria y en visperas de la nueva centuria.
1w Refirid que busca su integracion internacional medsan-
:J& los principios basicos de democracia, mercados abier-
‘%0s y las regias de la iey bajo una convivencia pacifica. A
+%n entender, distribuyo a todas las naciones en cuatro
‘ grupos de importancia y en el mas preponderante situd a
'los paises de América Latina, excepto a una -Cuba-, cuyo
-nombre omitio pero que todos los presentes identifica-
ron.
w+Ratificé lo dicho la vispera por los presidentes Zedillo
’}'Climon respecto a su compromiso de combatir y ganar
12 batalia contra las drogas. la corrupcion v el crimen.
14demds de que hizo notar a la comision binacional. que
#eordd tender puentes para mejorar ia cooperacion en
:'z:opés_ilos comunes. .
. Yestida de un intenso rojo, la primera mujer que ocupa
dw Secretaria de Estado. la que ademds de hablar el fran-
c€s y el checo v entender ruso y polaco es madre de tres
I-"u-'uas. pondero los principios democraticos y el respeto a
‘las derechos humanos en México. Califico a éste como el
‘Jpicio de un capituio en a relacion que guardan ambas
1-naciones.
1¥:.La brevedad persistio en el resto de la sesidn v con pre-
_cision cronométrica vino la clausura. Se tomaron las fo-
,aografias de grupo para el recuerdo y después, las despe-
"didas. Apenas ¢ran minutos después de las 9 de la
-qnafana v los periodistas mexicanos v estadunidenses
que habian sido citados dos horas antes salieron a desa-
vunar.
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Madeleine Albright, secretaria de Estado

“NADA HACE MAS por el liderazgo os-
tadunidense v nada hard wis para resol-
ver los complejos poroblemas entre Méxi-
co v EU, que una saludable economia
creadora de empleos v ascendente. Uste-
des conocen mejor que nadie las oportuni-
dades abiertas por ¢l FLC. FHa cieado tra-
bajos en ambos fados de la frontera™.

Conversaciones bilaterales México-EU

Barry McCaffrey, “Zar” antidrogas

“MEXICO TIENE una estructura fami-
liar que ha permitido contrarrestar la pe-
netracion de las drogas. pero no existe 5o-
ciedad alguna que pueda permanceer al
margen del problema.

Tres y medio millones de estadumiden-
ses sufren por las dl’OL_(lb y L4 millones
consumen cocaina”.

Thomas “Mack”™ McLarty, consejero

“EN ESTADOS UNIDOS es interés de
seguridad nacional compromelerse con
sus vecinos democrdticos.

México es nuestro vecino, socio y ami-
po. v el Tratado de Libre Comercio es la
piedra angular para nuestros paises v de-
bemos trabajar en una sociedad basada en
¢l respeto coman™,

Se han reducido 50% las exportaciones de

Por Olga Moreno Solis

Resulta oportuno iniciar la ampliacion
de los puntos de cruce de ganado en pie en
la fontera nortc. para Jue estén operando
cuando se normalicen las exportaciones a
Eslados Unidos., las que en este ciclo 96-
97 sc han reducido a menos de 50 por
ciento, comparativaimente al ciclo pasa-
do, dijo a este diario Enrigue Salinas.
coordinador general de Salud Animal de
la Confederacion Nacional Ganadera.

A la fecha. informdé, se cucnta con 9
puntos de cruce a to largo de los mis de 3
mil kilometros de la frontera norte, que se
localizan en Nuevr 10 Rcvnosn Pie-
das Negras, Acur . Santa Tere-

sa, Ciudad 'vdrez. Agua Prieta. Nogaics y
Mexicali.

Enrique Salinas destacé que la tubercu-
losis bovina es una de las enfermedades
que ha causado las mavores restricciones
a las exportaciones de’ ganado al vecino
pais, y se referio al convenio del sector
agropecuario y al compromiso de abrir
nuevos puntos de cruce del ganado. que
forma parte de los 11 que fucron suscritos
por México y Estados Unidos con motivo
de la visita a México del presidente Clin-
ton.

Hizo hincapi¢ que afortunadamente el
precio del ganado ha reaccionado en lo

que va del ano. pero el problema es que
los potreros y los corrales de engorda es-
tin practicamente vacios. En parte, por la
prolongada sequia que obligo a desalojar
los ranchos; a la falta de créditos para re-
poblarlos y a que no habia incentivos para
endrogarse por la baja del precio de la car-
ne en Estados Unidos.

Por lo que se refiere a fa tuberculosis
hovina, explico que hay un grupo de esta-
dos -Sonora, Coahuila, Nuevo Ledn, Ta-
maulipas, Durango y Yucatdn- con muy
buen nivel sanitario y se les reconocio un

“Status en Basc 27 dc la cargpaia contra
esta enfermedad. a base d onitoreo

William Daley, secretario de Comercio

“EL TRATADO de Libre Comercio si ha
funcionado v cumplido con los propusnos
trazados... 80 por cicnto del crecimiento
de las exportaciones de Estados Unidos
ha sido precisamente en América del Nor-
te y las ventas a México han aumentado
21 por ciento”. dijo el secrtetario de co-
mercio estadunidense.

ganado a EU

técnico que realiza un comité binacional,
siendo los unicos autorizados para expor-
tar directamente sus animales al vecino
pais.

El ganado de las otras entidades tiene
que llegar a los cruces de los estados reco-
nocidos por su aita calidad sanitaria y ah{
permanecen de 60 a 90 dfas, dependiendo
de las condiciones de los animales, y hasta
entonces sc les pone el “arete azul de ex-
portacién” del estado en el que se les ma-
nejé durante este tiempo.

Si posteriormente se detecta que llevan
garrapata, el responsable es el estado fron-
terizo. aseverd Enrigue Salinas.
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Zedilloy Clinton visitaron la zona
- arqueoldgica de Teotthuacdn

Camacho Quiroz llevd obseqoios a los visitantes

Por Jesis Saldaia 11,

TEOTIHUACAN.- Los Presidentes de México v Ls-
tados Unidos. Ernesto Zedillo y Bill Clinton. respecti-
vamente, fucron recibidos cn este lugar por ¢l goberna-
dor del Estado de México. César Camicho Quiroz.
quicn los acompaid a recorrer la zona arqucoldgica
desde la pirdamide de Ja Luna hasta ta ded Sol. pasando
por ta calzada de los Mucrtos,

LI mandatario mexiguense, quicn vifno con su esposi
Maria Eugenia San Martin de Camacho. llegd a las
15:45 horas. v una hora y media mis tardc aproxima-
damcnte. hicicion 1o mismo ¢l primer Magistrado y ¢l
Jefe de la Casa Blanca. quicnes a bordo de una camio-
ncta descubicrta se trasladaron hasta ¢sos sitios.

Los dos Jcfes de Estado Hegaron con sus respectivas
csposas. Nilda Patricia Vclasco de Zedillo v Hillary
Radham Clinton. asi como un reducido grupo de cerea-
nos coluboradores, entre 1os gue Niguraban los cmbaja-
dores Jesus Silva Herzog y James Joncs.

Durante su recorrido cscucharon las cxplicaciones
que hicieron Eduardo Matos Moctezuma. antropologo:
José Jests Torres Murillo, coordinador administrativo
de ta zona argucoldgica de San Juan Teotihuacan. y En-
rigue Natda Herndnder. secretario téenico del Instituto
Nacional de Antropologia ¢ Historia.

Ambos mandatrios recornicron por espiacto de una
hara lu 7on argqueoldgecit. y presenciaron 108 uevos vess
tigios encontrados hace dos semanas en el lugar asi
como ¢l mural Del Jaguar. pintura hecha en clano 150
antes de Cristo.

Cesar Camacho Quiroz llevo una campana de plata
fabricada por fos artesanos de San Felipe del Progicso v
un tapele de Femoava [abricado en Mcetepee. como ob-
sequias para ¢l visitante estadunidense v dijo que pata
of Estado de México era un motivo de alegria recihitlo
en ese lugar gue tiene un gran significado para la histo-
riit de nucstro pais.

La camapana. dijo. estaba coronada por un Arbol de
la Vida. una dc las expresiones artisticas mas sorpren-
dentes de los habitantes de Mctepece. poblado cercanoa
Toluca. la capital de la ecmtidad. y cn su extremo supe-
rior llevaba una paloma de la paz.

El tapetc de Temoaya. explico cl gobernador del Es-

tado de México. sngmﬁca un gran trabajo para los arfc-
sanos, pucs ¢l mismo tiene cerea de 100 mil nudos por
metro cuadrado. Istd hecho a mano v mide dos metros.
lo cual indica quc ch su confeccidn los artesanos tarda-
ron s$eis Meses.

Después de recorrer esa zona arqucoldgica. Erncsto
Zcdillo Ponce de Leon vy William Clinton, acompaiia-
dos de sus respectivas comitivas regresaron a la Ciudad
de México en punto de las 18:20 horas cn helicopteros
de la Fuerza Adrea nortemacricana.

Antes los dos Presidentes y sus comitivas habian cs-
tado en Taxcala donde asisticron a una verbena v una
conuida ¢n su honor.

Llama Clinton a continuar la amistad México-E

Determinante para el futuro, la asociacion de ambas naciones, afirmo

Por Alfredo Velasco y Ubaldo Morales, enviados

- FLAXCALA - El presidente esta-
dunidense William Clinton hizo un
Namado para scguir construyendo
con hase en el respeto mutuo de la
dignidad de nuestros pueblos, la aso-
ciacion y la amistad que existe entre
M¢éxico y Estados Unidos. pucs ello,
afirmg. es un factor determinante
para el futuro de ambas naciones.

Y cxpresd: en los proximos aios
nuestros paises deben trabajar juntos
para conservar las cosas que quere-
mos v cambiar las cosas que debe-
mos.

En su oportunidad, el Presidente
Ernesto Zedillo sostuvo que el man-
datario cstadunidense “es un buen
amigo de los mexicanos porgue res-
pela a México: porque estd trabajan-
do muy fuerte para quc los dos paises
podamos construir. sicmpre con res-
peto a nuestra soberania. un mejor
futuro para los mexicanos acd de este
lado de la frontera. y para los nortca-
mericanos al norte de la misma™.

En lo que constituyé una de sus k-
timas actividades durante la visita de
Estado gue efectud a nuestro pais.
William Clinton estuvo en csta enti-
dad para responder a la invitacion
del Presidente Ernesto Zedillo. y en
anpama de su esposa Hillary Rod-

ham Clinton, e} mandatario estadu-
nidense constaté la calidez del pue-
hlo Tlaxcalteca. la profundidad de
sus rajces culturales. y lo esplendoro-
so de 1a arquitectura colonial plasma-
da en bellos monumentos de los sy-
glos XV al XVIIL

Al dirigir unas palabras a la concu-
rrencia que se dio cita para saludarlo
en la Plaza Principal dei estado. Wi-
Iliam Clinton hizo resaltar 1a impor-
tancia del trabajo conjunto de Méxi-
co y Estados Unidos para brindar
mejores trabajos a su gente, mejor
atencion médica para las famihas,
una educauon completa para nifios y
nifias, “y también para derrotar a los
cnemigos que accchan a todos™.

El mandatario extranjcro afirmé
ademds que aun en las épocas de los
grandes cambios, algunas cosas son
duraderas. como o son nuestro patri-
monio. nuestro amor por la familia,
por fa comunidad. por fa dedicacion
al trabajo. “asi como nuestro respeto
por la ticrra que tenemos ta bendi-
cton de habitar™,

Sin distracr su vista dc las mules de
bandcritas de México v Estados Uni-
dos que eran agitadas cn ¢l airc por

los tlaxcaltecas, Clinton manifestd
gue ¢n este nuevo siglo que estamos
por comenzar, “queremos trabajar
por nuestras comunidades, por nues-
tros pueblos y sobre todo para nues-
tro futuro™.

Inmediatamente después, el vis-
tante agradecié las muestras de afec-
to que recibic durante su estancia de
dos dias en territorio nacional, v afia-
dio que el pueblo de México le ha
dado personas muy importantes a su
pais.

Y refirié: dos miembros de mi ga-
bincte, dos miembros de mi gobier-
no, miembros def Congreso de Esta-
dos Unidos y muchos hombres
exitosos en esa hacion, tienen sus rai-
ces aquf en México. Ellos se sienten
orgullosos de ello, y nosotros tam-
bi¢n nos sentimos orgullosos de ellos
y de su trabajo.

Ante funcionarios del gobierno
mexicano, el presidente de Estados
Unidos refrendé su compromiso de
seguir trabajando junto con México
“con orgullo, en nuestra herencia, en
nuestro patrimonio, oMo socios ™.

A su vez. el Presidente Zcdillo.
quien estuvo acompaiado de su es-
posa Nilda Patricia Velasco de Zedi-
llo. dijo estar contento de que Wi-
lliam Clinton estuviera en nuestro
pais. porque por una parte s¢ han al-
canzado acuerdos muy importantes.
v por la otra, el mandatario cstaduni-
dense ha conocido mejor a México.

Y establecid: nosotros los mexica-
nos somos un pueblo muy orgulloso
porque tenemos historia, y gracias al
trabajo de todos los habitantes. un
gran futuro.

Posteriormente, el mandatario
mcxncano explicd las razones del por-
qué invité a Clinton y su esposa Hi-
llary a Tlaxcala. Dijo que aqui estd
una parte muy entranable de nuestra
cultura; pero lo hice sobre todo, por-
que acluf hay un puebio extraordina-
rio del cual como Presidente. como
mexicano, me siento muy orgulloso.

Antes de los mandatarios, habld el
gobernador José Antonio Alvarez
Lima. quien después de dar la bien-
venida a sus distinguidos vistantes
afirmg que en esta partc de México
vive una sociedad plural y democra-
tica, cuyo unico patrimonio es ¢l tra-
bajo. y con €l sc construye una vida
mejor.

Al dirigirse al presidente estaduni-
densc. ¢ mandatario estatal dejé en

claro que los mexicanos queremos
con ksfados Unidos refaciones amis-
tosas. sinceras y maduras. “de igual a
igl uaI

Nueslra demanda es por mads y
mejores oportunidades de educacion
y oportunidades de empleos. No pue-
do dejar de mencionar también nues-
tra preocupacién por los derechos
humanos de nucstros paisanos en Es-
tados Unidos. El respeto entre los
paiscs solo se da con €] respeto entre
las personas”. puntualizé.

Concluido el acto en la Plaza de la
Constitucion. los presidentes Ernesto
Zedillo Ponce de Ledn y Wifliam
Clinton se trasladaron en compaiiia
de sus esposas al ex convento Fran-
ciscano donde alguna vez también
estuvo kHerndn Cortés. AP, los man-
datarios v sus acompafantes disfru-
taron de una verbena popular en la
que se interpretaron canciones tales
como “Cielito lindo™. “Viva Méxi-
co” y “Guadalajara”,

También sc escenificé una danza
prehispdnica en que habitantes ata-
dos con mdscaras de tigre y cisnc die-
ron una muestra de la riqueza cultu-
ral de esta region y del pais entero.

De ahi. la comitiva se trasladd al
Museo Reg»onal de Tlaxcala donde el
Presidente Zedillo y su esposa ofre-
cieron una comida privada a sus
huéspedes. quicnes degustaron pla(l-
llos tradicionales como el pipidn.
arroz. nopales, escamoles y. de pos-
tre, dulce de tejocote.

Una hora v algunos minutos des-
pucs de haberse iniciado la comida
privada, el Presidente Ernesto Zedi-
{lo salié acompafiado de su esposa
Nilda Patricia Velasco de Zedillo
rumbo al campo deportivo que fue
habilitado como helipuerto en esta
ocasion. para trasladarse a Teotthua-
cdn. tltimo sitio que visité aver el
mandatario estadunidense y su espo-
sa

William Clinton salié minutos des-
pués del Museo Regional y por ini-
ciativa propia se enfilo hacia la Pa-
rroquia del Sagrario de Catedral de
Nuestra Sciora de la Asuncion. don-
de se ubica ¢l primer bautizmal que
existio en toda Amdrica, y cuvo pa-
drino fue Herndn Cortés. Ahi. el
mandatario recibio una rdpida expli-
cacidndela historiadela parroquia y
posteriormente emprendid su viaje
hacia la zona Arqueolégica de Teoti-
huacdn.
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Libre, presunto sahoteador de Ia visita de Clinton

Con las reservas de ley fue puesto
en libertad el empleado del Instituto
Nacional de Bellas Artes. quien fue
detenido el pasado martes por ame-
nazar publicamente con interferir los
actos conjuntos que realizarian los
Presidentes de México y de Estados
Unidos. Mientras tanto. la Procura-
duria General de Justicia del Distrito
Federal continua la investigacion so-
bre el presunto sabotaje a la visita del
mandatario estadunidense.

Al respecto, el director de ia Poli-
cia Judicial del Distrito Federal in-
formo que durante la vigilancia que
se establecid en las inmediaciones de
los lugares que visité William Clin-
ton se detuvo a 27 personas como
presuntas responsables de diversos
ilicitos.

Entre ellas se encuentran 14 perso-
nas que encabezaron Genaro Ferndn-

Por Xavier Rojas Lszaro

dez Norofa y Teodoro Palomino, a
quienes se les detuvo en posesion de
una pistola calibre .22, y por ello se
les puso a disposicion de la Procura-
duria General de la Republica para
que proceda a su consignacion ante
las autoridades penaies correspon-
dientes.

Sobre la liberacion de Enrique Be-
nettes Chavez. la Procuraduria Ge-
neral de Justicia del Distrito Federal
informa que se determind su libertad
luego de conocer la denuncia de he-
chos contra esta persona,. ante 1a po-
sibilidad de configurarse delitos que
se persiguen de oficio, por la indebi-
da obstaculizacion de las actividades
conjuntas del Presidente Ernesto Ze-
dillo v del mandatario de Estados
Unidos de América.

Beneties Chdvez en sus declaracio-
nes ministeriales admitio que realizé

una llamada telefénica a su concubi-
na Maria Francisca Moreno Sdnchez
“para acordar la manera en que ma-
nifestarian su repudio e inconformi-
dad ante la visita de Estado del presi-
dente estadunidense e interferir en
dichas actividades™.

Como se dio a conocer en su opor-
tunidad. Enrique, quien es empleado
de limpia de Bellas Artes y adscrito a
la seccidn 1X del SNTE, fue detenido
el 6 del presente mes a las 15 horas en
la esquina de Eje Central Ldzaro Cdr-
denas y Avenida Juérez.

Luego de las averiguaciones inicia-
das a las 17:25 horas del martes, ayer
a las 13:30 horas, con las reservas de
ley se determind la libertad de Enri-
que Benettes; pero se aclaro que las
mvestigaciones continuan segun lo
expuesto en la integracion del acta
que se inicio.
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EDITORIAL

Visita exitosa

. XTRAORDINARIAS,
. es el calificativo que
puede darse tanto a la
.visita del presidente de
- * Estados Unidos, William
Clinton, como'a la reunion binacio-
nal. conformada por funcionarios de
alto nivel de ambas naciones, cele-
bradas en esta ciudad.

A pesar de que, con toda razon,
habia cierto temor de que las cosas
no salieran tan bien como resulta-
ron, todo transcurrié de acuerdo a lo
previsto y puede hablarse de que
todos los temas de la agenda fueron
tratados a fondo y con satisfactorios

- resultados.

La visita de William Clinton y su
esposa Hillary fue exitosa, porque el
trato amable que les dio, no sélo el
gobierno sino los habitantes de la
ciudad. fue lo que corresponde a un
amigo, que no hay duda de que el
mandatario estadunidense ha actua-
do como tal ante México, en los
momentos en que mds se requeria
“demostrario.

Los acuerdos logrados mostraron

" gran equidad y respeto mutuo, sobre
"-: todo en cuanto a la alianza para que

 ambos paises combatan de comin
- acuerdo el narcotrafico y dejen, de
- ahora en adelante, de acusarse de
"~ alentar este ilicito negocio; es ésta

una de las mds positivas soluciones
que se ha dado para combatir este
mal.

Quiza uno de los mas sobresalien-
tes puntos que piblicamente haya
aceptado el presidente Clinton es
que Estados Unidos consume el 50
por ciento de las drogas que produ-
ce el mundo, porque significa que
por primera vez se reconoce que la
mayor responsabilidad es de ellos.
Ahora no se trata de echarse la pelo-
ta unos a otros, sino de que pueblos
y gobiernos, de ambos lados de la
frontera, pongan su mejor esfuerzo
para combatir el narcotrafico y su
consecuente actividad, que es la del
lavado de dinero.

Otro de los mds importantes pun-
tos es el de asegurar que habra re-
formas legales que otorguen a los
inmigrantes, de todo origen, un trato
humano, con respeto a su integridad
fisica y moral. Siendo estos dos
puntos los que han motivado fric-
ciones importantes entre legislado-
res y poblacién de ambas naciones,
ahora seran superadas frente a la
posibilidad de combatir sus causas y
efectos de manera coordinada.

Puede considerarse, y con razon,
que ésta ha sido una de las visitas
presidenciales mas exitosas de todos
los tiempos.
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Por Yadira Mena
y Rossana Fuentes=-Berain

LA PRIORIDAD EN MATERIA COMERCIAL PARA EL
gobierno de Estados Unidos estar4 en con-
seguir la aprobacién de la autoridad del
“fast track”, que le permita extender los
acuerdos comerciales a otras regiones.

Para ello, es necesario dar a conocer
los resultados positivos del Tratado de
Libre Comercio de América del Norte.

En lo anterior coincidieron William
Daley, secretario de Comercio de Estados
Unidos; Thomas McLarty, consejero- del
Presidente William Clinton y enviado es-
pecial a las Américas y Madeleine Al-
braight, secretaria de Estado, quienes ha-
blaron ante miembros de la Cimara Ame-
ricana de Comercio en México(AmCham).

América Latina se ubicars en el pri-
mer plano de la agenda de EU, coincidie-
ron. Por ello, la visita que realiza Clin-
ton es la primera de otras tres que efec-
tuard en los préximos doce meses.

El vocero del Presidente Clinton, Mi-
ke McCurry, dijo por su parte que la co-
munidad de negocios estadounidense
quiere moverse rapido para conseguir la
extensién del “Fast Track” en el Congre-
5o de-los Estados Unidos y abrir el TLC
al resto de Latinoamérica.

Mccurry coment$ a la prensa de su
pafs -que acompaiié al Presidente Clin-
ton en la gira por México- que serd una
de las prioridades de su jefe sacar en el
curso del ailo ia autoridad del Congreso,
para negociar por la via rdpida la exten-
si6n del TLC al resto de Latinoamérica.

Agregé que “serd muy importante”
que Clinton llegue a Santiago de Chile
en 1998 con las herramientas para po-
der continuar la construccién de una
nueva zona comercial hemisférica.

William Daley, secretario de Comer-
cio, apuntd que la administracién Clin-
ton realiza un estudio sobre los efectos
del TLC y aunque todavia no se ha con-
cluido, los primeros resultados mues-
tran que se cumplieron los objetivos de
poder ampliar y proteger las exportacio-
nes de EU a México y Canad4.

“El aflio pasado las exportaciones para
México y Canadd fueron mucho més
grandes que para cualquier drea del mun-
do, incluyendo la Cuenca del Pacfficoy Eu-
ropa”, destacd. A partir del primero de
enero de 1998, dijo, cerca de dos terceras
partes del intercambio comercial entre

» Analistas: La visita de
Clinton no trajo acuerdos
importantes, y “ni siquiera
impacté los mercados” (404)

PERFOBMANCE PARAELTLC

Por Loardes Morales sidente del Consejo Mexicano de In-
0S HOMBRES DE LAS CORBATAS DE - versién; José Méndez, de Promex, y
seda Y peinados engomados, al el abogado estrella del-Consejo Me-
igual que los que diariamente  xicano de- Hombres de Negocios:
sudan con los auriculares en lama-  Agustin Santamarina. .
no en pleno piso de remates, fueron De socio a socio, se habl6 de las
a escuchar al *buen amigo de Méxi-  bondades del acuerdo comercial a
co0”, como se le dio por llamar al pre- . través del performance del-TLC,
sndente Bill Clintonsesgzsgresr 7 - acompafiado por. un video* trilinghe
Salieron' radiantes:*los ddiares. .. a todo color y & tamafio cuasi-natu-
dijeron, regresan aMﬁxleo. di&s N ral, jLas controversias? “Todas.son
en que las acciones 'déTas empresas™ conocidas, todas tienen su-
Inexicanas eran sinénimo de “ven-: desolucién”, comentd Gallardo, una
" dan’ quedaron-atrds. Ahora, explicd  de las voces del video-TLG, . _ iy
- 6l presidente de EU -que se expresa-- . A Clinton le tendieron a lo1argo
ba con el bastén de mando en lama- ya.nchodesuvisitaunlnrgotapew
no, bajo la cAndida mirada de Hi- .rojo. De nada importé el caos vial so-
llary- “la granvisién de Zedillo"ycla-  bre Reforma, que a las nueve de-la
roest4, el crédito por 50 mil millones  maiiana fue bloqueada para que los
de délares que EU promovié parasu - vehfculos lujosos de los invitados
socio, lograron sacar al Pafsdelacri-  pudieran circular a las amms ‘del
sis en solamente siete meses. Auditorio Nacional. - .

" “En s6lo unos meses-su econo- ©~ A muchos les. sorm'endm‘la.
mia creci6 5 por ciento y seguird cre- . .. centrarse, hora.y madm.jm;és
ciendo”, auguré elmandmrlo. Es--: wnquesusaunnasladom@m
ta.llaronlosa.plausos. #:  carril de baja habian desap

En lugares- pnvuagmdos Clau- -¢A dénde se los lleva joven?:
dio X. Gonzdlez, presidente de Kim- -Pues depende. Algunos només
berly Clark de México; Juan Gallar- .- donde no estorben; oum;-a}ulm.r
do, de 1a Coecs; Jaime Alamrnx pre- 160 de Tacubaya: s sésa P

CNTLAGERERM | e T Bt —oas et

México y EU estaran libres de aranceles, de Clinton, manifesté que el proceso de
lo cual “es un logro impresionante”. revisién del TLC seré importante para lo-
Refirié que impulsardn negociacio-  grar la autoridad del “fast track”, nece-
nes para establecer una zonadelibreco-  sario para conducir la polftica comercial
mercio de las Américas parael ano 2005.  para América Latina y para el mundo.
Madeleine Albright dijo que la polf- “Lo que tenemos que reconocer es
tica orientada hacia América Latinaes-  que las exportaciones de EU hacia Ca-
t4 al frente en la agenda de la adminis- nad4 y México estdn en un punto suma-
tracién. Calificé a EU como la “nacién  mente alto y nuestra participacién de
indispensable"que requiere de socios, mercado en México ha crecido”, dijo.
ya que “no puede hacer todo solo”. “Para México, el Tratado también ha
“Necesitamos ayudar a nuestros so-  significado el incremento de sus expor-
cios comerciales a crear instituciones taciones y representa una piedra angu-
democraticas que promuevan el respe-  lar en su proceso de recuperacién”.
10 a los derechos humanos”, recalcs. En el evento estuvieron también Ja-
De ahf que es necesaria una fuerza mes Jones, embajador de EU; Dan
conjunta para luchar y ganar la batalla  Clickman, secretario de Agricultura,
contra el narco, el crimen, la corrupcién ~ Julio A. de Quesada, presidente del Con-
y el tréfico ilegal de armas, abundé. sejo de Administracién de Citibank y
Thomas “Mack™ Mclarty, consejero  actual presidente de la AmCham.

) Agno debate en Washington:

¢ ¥ Afirman que hay concenso
cuestionan los ‘efectos i para que se libereenla
positivos’ del Tratado entre | regi6n el mercado de los
México, EU y Canadé (404) 1" energéticos (404)
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MADELEINE ALBRIGHT

“Como experto en economia,
debo calificar el TLC con
nueves y dieces, con base en
las sélidas evidencias”

Paul A. Samueison
Premio Nobel de Economia

“Ha sido provechoso para
los agricultores de EU; ha si-
do provechoso para México”

Dean Kieckner
American Farm Bureau
Federation

“Servira como modelo para
entrar a otros mercados”

Calman J. Cohen
Presidente del Emergency Com-
mitte for American Trade

Folo. AP

olo RETORMA/Lun Jouge Gailegos

Emilio Azcérraga Jean.

“Este es apenas el principio”

Claudio X. Gonzélez
Director General de Kimberly Clark

Foto- REFORMALuis Jorge Glegos.

“Los canadienses adoran los
mangos, estan fascinados
con las papayas y, como uste-
des saben, son buenos bebe-
dores de cerveza. Y qué mejor
que acompanar una cerveza
que guacamole... con nachos”

Mario Spattz ... -
Director General de Deli Bon Inc.,
Canadad

“El TLC ha marcado un cam-
bio en las politicas de los
tres gobiernos; nos dio confi-
anza en invertir en México”

Stephen L. Baum
Presidente y jefe ejecutivo de
San Diego Gas and Electric Co.

“Los beneficios que he
recibido son muchos;
muchas, las satisfacciones”

Noel Castro
Empleado de Delphi Sistemas (GM)

“E1 TLC es una iniciativa de
enorme vision y responder a
un reto de esa naturaleza
requirié de un gran valor”

Juan Gallardo Thuriow
Presidente del Consejo de COECE
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Como resultado del TLC
estamos planeando ampliar
nuestro negocio de flores na-
turales y aumentar en un 30
por ciento el nimero de em-
pleos para fines de este ano.
Alan Wiodyky

Jefe de Produccion
Flavor Fresh US4 (UNIMARK)

EI TLC ha traido para el pais
y para las empresas que asi
lo ven, una ampliacion

de mercado. Ya no debemos
pensar en 90 millones de
habitantes, sino en mas de
300 millones de habitantes.

ing. Luis Berrondo.
Presidente de Mabe

Nos sentimos orgullosos
de que Nemak (subsidiaria
de Grupo Alfa) seauna

empresa que esta exportan-

do y que esta teniendo éxito

en el mercado internacional.

Sr. Gerardo Rivera.
Secretario General.
del Sindicato de Nemak.

“No se firmaron acuerdos
economicos 1mp0rtantes

Destacan analistas
que la visita del
presidente Clinton
no impacto nien
los mercados

Por Felipe Gazcén

AUNQUE LA vISITA DE B CLINTON Y
Robert Rubin a México reiteré la vo-
luntad de didlogo y cooperacién entre
ambas nacion¢s, no derivé en la firma
de importantes acuerdos en materia
econdmica y financiera, ya que no ha-
bia nada importante previsto, coinci-
dieron analistas.

Por ello, la visita no impact6 en los
mercados financieros, coincidieron Héc-
tor Chavez, economista en jefe de San-
tander investment y Carlos César 1lagu-
no, analista de Casa de Bolsa Value.

Carlos Martinez-Ulloa, director de
Ingefin, sefiald que la principal sefial de
1a visita del presidente de Estados Uni-
dos para los inversionistas externos es-
triba en que la administracién Clinton
mantiene su apoyo real para la econo-
mia mexicana.

Detall6 que por cuestiones de prag-
matismo, Estados Unidos apoya a Mé-
xico, ya que todo o que sucede aqui

6ctor Chévez. Nada concreto |
en Reunioén Binacional.

afecta a Norteameérica. Por ello, duran-
te la crisis mexicana de 1994-95, la ad-
ministracién Clinton instrument6 un
paquete de apoyo financiero para el
pafs.

El apoyo financiero de Estados Uni-
dos le permiti6 a México salir a los mer-
cados de capital en mejores condicio-
nes que muchos otros paises en desa-
rrollo. Entonces la visita de Clinton
emite a los inversionistas la sefal de
que continuard el apoyo, por lo que Mé-
xico permanecerd como sinénimo de
garantia de pago.

Por su parte, Daniel Martinez Va-

!
;
!
g
;

lle, coordinador de asesores del subse-
cretario de Hacienda, Martin Werner,
precisé que en las conclusiones de la
Reunién Binacional se destacé el avan-
ce favorable de las economias de Mé-
xico y Estados Unidos, gracias en par-
te al TLC.

Los grupos de trabajo para los te-
mas economicos y financieros, integra-
dos por hasta 60 miembros, detectaron
los futuros obstaculos de ambas econo-
mias, dijo. Estados Unidos deber4 en-
contrar, en e} largo plazo, una manera
adecuada para financiar sus progra-
mas de salud y bienestar social.

Para México serd importante elevar
el ahorro interno y la inversién para
elevar en el largo plazo el nivel de vida
de la poblacién.

Senal6 que México vy EU aprovecha-
ron la oportunidad para reafirmar su
compromiso de buscar nuevos caminos
para mejorar la efectividad de los ser-
vicios aduanero y fiscales.

Enla Binacional se ratificd el Acuer-
do de Intercambio de Informaci6n Fis-
cal pactado entre ambos paises desde
1989, por lo que a partir de este afio Mé-
xico proporcionara a EU informacion
relativa a los pagos realizados por resi-
dentes mexicanos a residentes esta-
dounidenses. Las autoridades de Esta-
dos Unidos ya proporcionan esta, infor-
macion a México.

También se automatizard e] comer-
cio aduanero, lo que permitira simpli-
ficar y agilizar el flujo comercial entre
ambas naciones.
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Apoyan libre mercado de energfa

Acuerdan México

y EU consolidar

el Comité Técnico
Bilateral de Energia
que operara

en Norteamérica -

Por Luis Carriles

ESTADOS UNIDOS Y MEXICO APOYARAN LA CREA-
cién de un mercado de energia de Nor-
teamérica que ser4 reforzado con las im-
portaciones mexicanas de electricidad,
expresé Alfredo Phillips Greene, coordi-
nador de la Unidad de Promocion de In-
versiones de la Secretarfa de Energfa.
Informé que la mesa de energfa de
la reunidn bilateral no discuti6 los te-
mas de la frontera del Golfo de México,
la privatizacién de la petroquimica, los
cambios en las tarifas eléctricas y aran-

cel al gas natural de importacion,

“El tema de petroquimica no se to-
¢6 en la agenda bilateral, ni dentro de
las reuniones formales ni en las pléati-
cas informales que sostuvieron los se-
cretarios”, expresd.

Aclaré que estos temas seguramente
se trataron en otras mesas porque, si
bien inciden en el sector, no son temas
propios del mismo, por lo que estuvieron
fuera de la agenda bilateral de energia.

Indic6 que ambos gobiernos coinci-
dieron en que es necesario incrementar
el analisis técnico del mercado petrole-
ro internacional y en cuanto a México,
hizo énfasis en diversificar los destinos
de las exportaciones petroleras.

Lo que se obtuvo de la reunién fue la
consolidacién del Comité Técnico Bila-
teral de Energfa, que de mayo a octubre
proximo trabajaran los temas de crea-
cién de bases de datos del mercado de
energia de Norteamérica, la deteccién de
oportunidades de negocios, la inversién

que se pueda encontrar y un mayor in-
tercambio académico y tecnoldgico.

En conferencia de prensa, Phillips
Greene sefial6 que el tema de la reduc-
cién acelerada del arancel del gas natu-
ral se platicé de manera “cdndida” en una
reunién informal que sostuvieron los mi-
nistros de Energfa de ambos pases.

Agreg6 que es responsabilidad de los
empresarios de Estados Unidos y de Mé-
xico solicitar a sus respectivas autori-
dades la desgravacitn acelerada para la
importacicn sin arancel del gas natural,
en el caso de México serd a mediados de
este mes cuando se cierre la convocato-
ria para las solicitudes de desgravacién
arancelaria.

Indicd que uno de los principales in-
tereses que tienen los inversionistas es
la importacién de energfaeléctrica exce-
dente de Estados Unidos, por lo que ha-
brd una explicacion mas detallada sobre
los contratos de interconexién y porteo
de la Comisién Federal de Electricidad.
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Cuestionan éxito del Tratado

Por Maribel Gonzélez

REFORMA/Corresponsal
WASHINGTON.- EN UN DEBATE SOBRE EL
TLC efectuado ayer en esta capital, los
criticos del acuerdo aseguraron que
convirtié a México en una plataforma
de exportaciones a Estados Unidos con
mano de obra barata , mientras que
los defensores del convenio comercial
advirtieron que un potencial retiro de
EU del mismo tendria repercusiones
“desastrosas”.

El debate tuvo lugar en el National
Press Club y participaron, a favor del
TLC, Ira Shapiro, negociador de la Re-
presentacion de Comercio Exterior, y
Sidney Weintraub, economista del Cen-
tro para Estudios Estratégicos e Inter-
nacionales. En contra del Tratado es-
tuvieron la congresista demdcrata de
Ohio, Marcy Kaptur y el presidente del
Economic Policy Institute, Jeff Faux.

Shapiro reconocié que durante
1993, en el debate previo a la aproba-
cién del TLC, ambas partes exageraron.

Resalt6 que la economia americana
est4 en plena expansion, con el desem-
pleo a menos del 5 por ciento. “Si el TLC
hubiera tenido esas consecuencias ne-
gativas que los criticos sugieren, ;co-
mo es que estamos creciendo y somos
la economia mas competitiva del mun-
do?”, planted.

Dijo que de haberse rechazado el
pacto, no existirfa base para la coope-
racién con México.

La congresista Kaptur destacé que
este tipo de tratado “no es marco para
el desarrollo y tampoco creo que pro-
mocione las reformas democraticas”.

Cuestioné la justicia del TLC, cuan-
do General Motors es el mayor emplea-
dor del sector privado en México y en
las lineas de ensamblaje los trabajado-
res ganan 70 centavos de délar por ho-
ra. “No pueden comprar los carros que
ellos mismos producen”, dijo.

ASHINGTON.- LA CONGRESIS-

V\/ TA dem6crata de Ohio, Mar-

cy Kaptur, advirtié ayer que

de no renegociar el Tratado de Li-

bre Comercio y arreglar sus defec-

tos, es “dinamita politica” tanto

para México como para Estados

Unidos, y acus6 al presidente Bill

Clinton de tener miedo a conocer
la realidad. '

“El presidente no quiere saber,
creo que tiene miedo de mirar de-
tras de la puerta, prefiere ignorar la
situacién y no habla directamente
sobre el tema que sabe que es muy
delicado. De alguna manera, est4 en
un estado de negacidon, pero no pue-
de negar los hechos”, declaré.

La legisladora, una declarada
critica del TLC y autora del proyec-
to del ley “Rendicién de Cuentas del
TLC” que ya cuenta con los votos de
77 congresistas, comenté que habfa
escuchado que Clinton recorreria
ciertas ruinas en México.

“Me pregunto qué ruinas... Hay
muchas poblaciones de México
arruinadas por el tratado, millones
de trabajadores en México perdie-
ron sus trabajos y los salarios se han
reducido a la mitad desde la apro-

“Es una cuestion de justicia. Hemos
creado un escenario mucho peor del que
existia en México”, consigné Kaptur.

El experto del Centro para Estudios
Estratégicos e Internacionales esgri-
mi6 que la economia de Estados Uni-
dos est4 casi en su capacidad tope de
empleo total, lo que significa que no se
pueden crear muchos empleos mas sin
crear inflaciéon. “No veo como se pue-

bacién del TLC, pero a nuestro go-
bierno no le importa y a su gobier-
no tampoco le importa”, manifests.

Establecié que el tratado no es
el modelo correcto para el libre co-
mercio hemisférico y hay que co-
rregirlo de forma que sirva para
que los tres paises miembros, Mé-
xico, Estados Unidos y Canadi,
puedan elevar el nivel de vida de
sus pueblos. .

Kaptur dijo que en México, como
resultado del TLC, millones de per-
sonas han resultado desplazadas en
el sector agricola. “Y a nadie le im-

- porta. Bueno, a mi me importa y es-
toy segura que hay gente en México
a la que le importa”.

Argumentd que “en nuestro
pais los trabajadores que estdn per-
diendo sus trabajos y a los que es-

*t4n colocando en situacién de en-
frentamiento con los trabajadores
de México, reciben un trato igual a
que si fueran invisibles, como si no
estuvieran. Lo que estamos dicien-
do es que esta gente que estd pa-
gando el precio por el TLC tiene el
derecho a que se le escuche”, argu-
ment6 la legisladora.

Por Maribel Gonzdlez/Corresponsal
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de argumentar que se pierden trabajos
cuando estamos casi en empleo total ,
dijo Weintraub.

“Hay que participar en el mundo y
retirarnos, como proponen algunos cri-
ticos del TLC. lo cual seria desastroso”,
establecio.

Para Faux el tema es cudles son las
reglas, y el problema con e} TLC “es que
las reglas no son equilibradas”.
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Clinton habla de mas TLC, pero no da fechas

Por MicHAEL K. FrisBY

Redanctor de THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

MEXICO— El presidente de Es-
tados Unidos, Bill Clinton mencio-
né el libre comercio como el tema
principal de su politica para Améri-
ca Latina, pero no dijo cudndo pre-
sentard al Congreso el proyecto de
ley que le otorgaria facultades es-
peciales para negociar tratados co-
merciales con otros paises, lo cual

PERSPECTIVAS

podria generar mas pactos comer-
ciales en la region.

Tanto Clinton como el presidente
mexicano Ernesto Zedillo alabaron
el Tratado de Libre Comercio
(TLC), al decir que ayudé a México
a salir del caos econémico. Pero
mientras gque Clinton ha hablado
una y otra vez sobre la expansion
del TLC, a(n no ha presentado la le-
gislacion de via rdpida para su apro-
bacion, debido a las criticas politi-
cas que enfrenta por parte de los de-
mocratas liberales del Congreso.

Aunque Clinton maquill6 algu-
nas discrepancias sobre inmigra-

cién y las politicas contra el narco-
tréafico, estaba claro que ambos go-
biernos apoyan el TLC.

“Hace cuatro afios, juntos, lide-
ramos la batalla por el TLC", dijo
Clinton. “Mucha gente en los dos
paises pint0 un panorama oscuro, de

- pérdida de em-
pleos y fabricas
cerradas si el
TLC prevalecia.
Pues, se equivo-
caron. El TLC
funciona, fun-
ciona para uste-
desy paralos es-
tadounidenses”.

El discurso
de Clinton en el
Audiforio  Na-
cional, promo-
cionando el caricter (inico de la re-
lacién entre EE.UU. y México, fue
bien recibido. Los mexicanos perci-
bieron la visita como un premio jus-
to por ser buenos vecinos, por no
haberse retirado de la batalla del
TLC ante la oposicion nacional y
apoyado las reformas politicas y

Bill Clinton

econbémicas en medio de un colapso
financiero.

Aunque los criticos en EE.UU.
insisten que el TLC elimina més
empleos de los que genera, no hay
mucho debate respecto al tema.

El gobierno mexicano dice que el
afio pasado, el comercio entre
EE.UU. y México alcanz6 un récord
de US$140.000 millones, un aumento
del 64% en comparacién con el nivel
anterior al TLC, de US$86.000 millo-
nes en 1993. Las exportaciones. de
México a EE.UU. crecieron en un
17%, lo que ayudé a impulsar el PIB
del pais en un 5,1%. En los Gltimos 16
meses, se crearon 900.000 empleos
en México.

Todavia més revelador resulta la
reaccion del Partido de la Revolu-
cion Democrética (PRD), el partido
izquierdista de la oposicion que esta-
ba entre los mas fuertes opositores
al TLC. Ahora hablan de cambiar el
acuerdo, no de desmantelario. En
una reuniéon con Clinton el martes, el
PRD promocion6 cambios para
crear una distribucion mds amplia
de riquezas entre los dos paises.

Esta claro que Clinton cree que
los acuerdos comerciales pueden
ayudar a otros paises de la region.
“Debemos acelerar el ritmo de es-
tos esfuerzos para alcanzar a mas
personas y mds comunidades”, di-
jo. “Y debemos incluir a més paises
en nuestra asociacion para que po-
damos lograr la meta que nos pro-
pusimos: una zona de libre comer-
cio de las Américas”.

Pero en la Casa Blanca, hay un
fuerte contraste sobre como se esti
manejando la legislacion de vfa rd-
pida —que permite al presidente
negociar acuerdos comerciales que
el Congreso puede aprobar o recha-
zar, pero no modificar— en compa-
racion con la batalla del TI.C hace
cuatro afios. En esa época, se cred
un grupo para la batalla que in-

_clufa altos asistentes de Clinton.

Ahora, el jefe de gabinete Erskine
Bowles celebra reuniones, pero la
anica persona que les da segui-
miento es Robert Kyle, un funcio-
nario del Consejo Nacional Econé-
mico de EE.UU.
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“TARDARA EN CAMBIAR IMAGEN’

LA REUNION EMPRESARIAL MEXICO-JAPON, QUE
INICIA HOY, BUSCA AFIANZAR LA INVERSION
NIPONA; PRETENDE PROMOCIONAR LA IMAGEN DEL

PAIS. GOLPEADA POR LA CRISIS DEVALUATORIA
POR YADIRA MENA

STE JUEVES INICIA Ly XX] REUNION EM-

presarial México-Japin, que tiene

entre sus objetivos afianzarla inver-

sion de la nacién asidtica en el pafs,

sobre todo en el sector automotriz.
asf como en el eléctrico y el electronico.

En el transcurso de fa reunion. funciona-
rios mexicanos expondran los alcances del
programa de eslabilizacién macroeconémi-
¢o, con el fin de alentar la confianza de los in-
versionistas nipones.

La promocion de las exportaciones de em-
presas mexicanas que tengan productos o ser-
vicios de clase mundial también serd eje de la
reunion, que se enmarca en una fecha muy
significativa, al conmemorarse el centenario
de la migracidn japonesa. Debido a ello. los la-
z0s cullurales también estardn presentes.

Por ese motivo, REFORMA platicé con To-
mds Gonzdlez Sada (TGS). presidente del Co-
mité México-Japén del Consejo Empresarial
Mexicano para Asuntos Internacionales (CE-
MAI) y con Nobuhiko Kawamolo (NK), res-
ponsable de la relacién Japén- México, y tam-
bién presidente de la compaiifa Honda.

4C6mo se encuentran las relaciones
Mézico- Japon en estos momentos?.

NK.- Existen buenas relaciones, aunque
no encuentro que exista una etapa de madu-
rez mutua.

Yo dirfa que en estos momentos ambas
partes estdn tratando de profundizar su com-
prensién, sobre todo ahora que la situacién
econdmica de México se ha estabilizando .

2Qué mensaje necesita darle la co-
munidad empresarial mericana a
Japon?

TGS.- Como consecuencia de la crisis eco-
némica hubo pérdidas importantes en este
renglén para Japdn, y ahora deben conocer
cudl es Ja situacién de México. en donde se

les presente un escenario estable en que pue-
dan invertir con seguridad.

|.os mexicanes para incrementar las ventas
hacia aquella regién necesitan continuar con
los principios basicos que se realizan para ha-
cer negocios con cualquier otra parte del mun-
do. Es indispensablie el conocimiento del mer-
cado, atender a las necesidades del cliente y co-
nocer los canales de distribucién, asf como el
cumplimiento de los estidndares de servicio y
vender productos a precios competitivos.

éaLas condiciones de inversion en
Mérico son propicias parala insta-
lacion de empresas japonesas?

NK.- Entendemos que hay un avance bas-
lante importante de las inversiones direclas
en Japon a México, aunque no se refleja en
las estadisticas, ya que muchas de ellas se
realizan a través de sus filiales en Estados
Unidos. Mi interpretacion acerca de la coyun-
tura actual es que debe reafirmnarse el ci-
miento para lograr mayor avance en cuanto
a las inversiones.

Actualmente no existe una difusion satis-
factoria en el sector manufacturero del Japén
acerca de la situacién actual de México, a pe-
sar de que ha mejorado. Este escenario prac-

_ticamente no se conoce.

En este sentido no se puede negar que
existe una brecha de la realidad de lo que es
Meéxico y la percepcion que se tiene, y para
cambiar esta imagen se tardard tiempo.

éCudl es la agenda de la reunion
empresarial?

TGS.- Los preparalivos se empezaron a
realizar desde hace cinco meses. Las reunio-
nes plenarias comenzaron a celebrarse des-
de 1961 y tienen verificativo cada dos arios en
promedio, adem4s ahora coincide con la ce-
lebracién de la primera migracién japonesa
a México, que se llevé el 10 de mayo de 1897,

hace 100 anos.

éEriste la pusibilidad de que las ex-
porlaciones mexicanas sean apoyd-
das por créditos del Exrimbanik de
Japon?,

NK.- Esta situacion no existe por el mo-
mento, pero en la medida en que se intercam-
bien opiniones es pousible que se otorguen es-
te Lipo de crédilos

éCudl es la presencicactual de em-
presus japonesas en Mérico?

TGS.- A finales de 1996 se encontraban
cerca de 320 empresas con capital japonés
instaladas en el pafs, lo que representa cerca
2.4 por ciento del total de compaiifas extran-
jeras ubicadas en México.

La mitad de las empresas se localizan en
industria manufacturera. una cuarta parte
en actividades de comercio, y el resto en em-
presas financieras y de servicios.

éCudles son las oportunidades que
ezisten para incrementar los flijos
comerciales?.

TGS.- Las dos economias se complemen-
lan, porque Japain es un pafs que tiene mu-
cha fuerza financiera, tecnologia y sistemas
de manufactura muy avanzada, pero en cam-
bio no tiene una gran poblacién y un gran te-
rritorio. En cambio México tiene una pobla-
cién joven y se requiere la fuerza financiera
de Jap6n.

Actualmente los lfderes empresariales
mexicanos tienen mayor educacion y pueden
desarrollar asociaciones exitosas. Cada vez
més los empresarios nacionales implemen-
tan los sistemas de calidad japoneses y un
buen mimero ha podido conseguir la certifi-
cacién de ISO 9000.

éCudles son las oportunidades que
se abren para el mercado nipon con
el TLC?.

" NK.- México es miembro del Tratado de
Libre Comercio de Norteamérica, pero a lar-
go plazo a este Tratado se suraran otras na-
ciones de Sudamérica.

De esta manera México puede ser el ng-
cleo en el continente americano, por otra par-
te, se dice que el préximo siglo sers para el
Pacifico. De esta manera México y Japén pue-
den jugar un rol muy importante en sus re-
giones en el siglo XXI:

ACudil i sido historicamente el de-
sempeno de la relacion comercial?.,

NK.- Histdricamente el flujo comercial no
ha sido de gran envergadura, pero hay un cre-
cimiento de las imporlaciones que Japén rea-
liza de México, sobre todo de
productos manufacturados y
no solo de materias primas.
Se importan productos con
valor agregado, lo cual es un
cambio. Ahora lo importante
es lograr que se asegure la es-
tabilidad y confianza mutua.

TGS.- El intercambio co-
mercial enlre México y Japén
se ubico en 1996 en 5 mil mi-
llones de délares. Las com-
pras de México de productos
japoneses alcanzaron un va-
lor de tres mil 800 millones
de ddlares, lo que representé
un 4 por ciento de las impor-
taciones totales del pafs.
Mientras que las exportaciones mexicanas a
Japén se ubicaron en mil 200 millones de dé-
lares, lo que representa poco mas del uno por
ciento de las exportaciones nacionales.

La situacién actual es de un desbalance,
ya que las exporlaciones japonesas a México
son més del triple que las de México a Japon.

Adicionalmente el crecimiento del comer-
cio ha sido erratico, por ejem-
plo, en 1990 nuestras impor-
taciones fueron de mil 500
millones de délares.y las ex-
portaciones se ubicaron en
mil 400 millones de délares,
lo que representaba un co-
mercio equilibrado.

Sin embargo, en 1994 Ja-
pén exportd productos a Mé-
xico por un valor de 3 mil 812
millones de délares y nosotros
sélo alcanzamos los 988 mi-
liones de délares.

éQué medidas se reali-
2an para atraer el tu-
rismo de Japén?.

TGS.- Existe un enorme potencial en este
campo, pero es necesario mejorar el drea de
los servios en este sector. De los 14 millones de
turistas japoneses, sélo 40 mil visita México.
Fortalecer a la industria es fundamental y
también otorgar una mayor seguridad. i

‘Buscan mayor
cooperacion

Los dias 8 y 9 de mayo se llevaré a ca-
bo la XXI reunién empresarial entre
México y Japén, cuyo objetivo serd for-
talecer los lazos comerciales y de coo-
peracién entre las dos naciones.

La Cémara Jeponesa de Comercio e
Industria de México informé que para-
lelamente se llevard a
cabo la conmemoracién
del Centenario de la Mi-
gracion Japonesa.

Entre los invitados espe-
ciales a los festejos des-
taca lu presencia del Pre-
sidente, Ernesto Zedillo.
Coinversiones, alianzas
estralégicas y asociacio-
nes teenoldgicas seran
tema de reflexion entre
empresarios.

Las dreas de oportuni-
dad se encuentran en el
turisimo, petroquimica,
asociaciones tecnoligi-
cas, petroquimica, cons-
truccion y servicios financieros.
Mostrar los resultados alcanzados por
el programa de estabilizacién en Méxd-
co serd un punto bésico para lograr la
confiunza de los inversionistus extran-
jeros, ya que la percepcion en la na-
¢ién nipona no concuerda con la reali-
dad macroeconémica del pais.

El aprovechar las forta-
lezas y debilidades de
lus dos naciones como
economias complemen-
tarias cs el gran relo.
México necesita de la
tecnologia y fortalcza fi-
nanciera de Japén, en
tanto México ofrece
grandes fireas de oportu-
nidades de inversiényy la
posibilidad de acceder a
otros mercudo a través
de los tratados de libre
comercio suscritos.
Durante las reuniones
de trabajo también se
destacarén las posibill-
dades que tienen las empresas mexi-
canas para exportar a Japén, al con-
tar con la experiencia de las comercia-
lizadoras desarrolladas por el pafs det
sol nacicnte.
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Clinton en México

Positivo el encuentro personal entre mandatarios

SERGIO FLORES DE GORTARI

UANDO estas lineas salgan a la estampa, el
huésped de elevado rango, habrd continuado
su viaje hacia Costa Rica y otras latitudes de
Latinoamérica inscritas en su gira oficial, y tal
. vez pocos sucesos originan tantas opiniones
encontradas, como la presencia de un mandatario estadu-
nidense en territorio mexicano. Las animadversiones tradi-
cionales de unos, contra lo estadunidense: ios resentimien-
tos cercanos de otros, otendidos en el presente; la posicién
de la izquierda recalcitrante y frente a cualquier expresion
imperialista. los criticos contumaces del gobierno y la disi-
dencia en general. suelen lanzar sus anatemas publicos y
oponerse a la reaiizacion del encuentro con nuestro titular
del Ejecutivo en turno, y lo califican de entreguismo y de
abyeccién. No podia ocurrir en esta ocasion, nada distinto
y como atravesamos momentos dificiles en la relacién
entre ambas naciones. lo que suele ser frecuente, las diatri-
bas han proliferado, al grado de rayar en algunos casos, en
la maledicencia intencionada.

El colmo. Como muestra de rechazo, ciertos grupos se
propusieron exhibirle problemas internos, miserias y debi-
lidades que a su juicio el gobierno mexicano no ha resuel-
to, como los deudores de la banca. con la bandera de
reprobacion a la violencia y racismo en el pais del norte, o
tratar de ganar la simpatia del visitante para sus aspiracio-
nes respecto del Distrito Federal. a titulo de defensa de la
democracia, asuntos todos que en el contexto mds elemen-
tal de respeto mutuo y de soberania, no le conciemnen.

Me duelo, de la situacion y de los compatriotas, nuestras
divisiones y pugnas intestinas. ¢n todo tiempo. siempre
nos llevaron a perder lo mas por o menos. en lugar de pre-
sentar hacia el exterior una sola cara. la solidez de la uni-
dad nacional. aun cuando se mantengan diferencias de
pensamiento. cuya confronta, el didlogo y la concertacion
de voluntades. nos correspondan exclusivamente a los
nacionales y en nuestro ambito propio, por tanto, nos con-
ducimos, mai.

Clinton como funcionario y como hombre, merece una
recepcién digna. ;Dénde se encuentra la proverbial hospi-
talidad mexicana?, pero por mucho mas. Recojo en este
punto. la voz siempre autorizada de alguien que ademais
vive hoy de cerca la experiencia de la relacién en nuestro
pais. El embajador en Washington, Silva Herzog, expreso
que México se dispone a recibir a Clinton como “‘un buen
amigo”, asumié una posicion determinante en la ratifica-
cién del Tratado de Libre Comercio y en la crisis econo-
mica sufrida por nuestra patria, s¢ apresté a facilitar un
paquete financiero de respaldo. contra las objeciones dei
Congreso norteamericano. En igual forma. decidi6 certifi-
car la cooperacion mexicana en ia lucha contra el narcotra-
fico (no juzgod su pertinencia). Desde luego que los temas
mds candentes. estan representados por ese rengién, tanto
como por las relaciones comerciales y las cuestiones
migratorias.

Silva Herzog sefiala bien. que el presidente norteamerica-
no llega a un pais en transicion economica, politica y
social, con relaciones cuya riqueza e interdependencia
econdmica, politica y cultural generada hacen que proba-
blemente sea “la mas importante” que tiene Estados

Unidos con el mundo.

Por su parte, las agencias estadunidenses difundieron el
sentir de Bill Clinton, de buena relacién con México y con
el Presidente Zedillo, y su intencién de hacer todo lo posi-
ble para que su pais se constituya en un buen vecino y
socio del nuestro. En declaraciones posteriores del s4bado,
el mandatario norteamericano puntualizé que, su visita no
serfa un viaje de reconciliacién, porque no existe el distan-
ciamiento que fo demande. Reconocié los desacuerdos,
como aspectos “normales para ia construccin de un futu-
ro comun”, y advirtié que a su juicio los mexicanos no

‘podremos mantener una sociedad libre, democratica y

ordenada., si los narcotraficantes llegan a controlar grandes
porciones del territorio y asimismo que sabe habra tensio-
nes derivadas de la intolerancia de su pais, incrementada
hacia la migracion ilegal.

Nadie podria suponer resultante de la visita, la solucién
de los problemas cruciales en nuestras relaciones actuales,
pero si pueden tenderse puentes para aumentar la mutua
comprension, y facilitar si no la bisqueda de remedios
radicales. formulas diversas de avenimiento, atemperantes
de los perfiles mas agudos.

El encuentro entre personas siempre es valioso, aun con
las investiduras que ostentan. Entrar en relaciones vivas
con otro ser humano, actualiza ei hecho fundamental de la
existencia, para comunicarse en una esfera comiin a ambos
que excede el campo de cada uno, més que la suma de sus
dos circunstancias. Es propicio para hacerse participes de
ideas, sentimientos, soluciones, sugerencias, intereses, car-
gas de energias positivas, motivos e informacion.
Despertarse simpatia mutua y afecto, condiciones que
indudablemente son contribuyentes a la creacién de vincu-
los personales-y a ia mejor disposicién para impulsar y
apoyar desde sus respectivos sitiales, la emisién de politi-
cas y adopcion de medidas tendientes a desaparecer o ami-
norar los causas de conflicto.

La comunicacion y cordialidad entre las dos primeras
damas anticipada en un dia al inicio de la visita oficial del
presidente, con la invitacion de la sefiora de Zedillo a la de
Clinton para arribar a Yucatdn, y recibir el agasajo cdlido
de aquella sociedad, conocer de su folclor y arqueologia,
otro evento de gran trascendencia para acceder a la buena
voluntad de las partes.

Hillary Clinton no sélo es esposa del presidente, estd
calificada como una de las diez mas importantes abogadas
en los Estados Unidos y fue lidereza del movimiento femi-
nista de los 60.

La XIV Reunién Binacional México-Estados Unidos, de
celebracion simultinea, se ha convertido en el foro para la
revision cuidadosa y profunda de la agenda bilateral, en
trece grupos de trabajo con funcionarios del mas alto nivel
y capacidades de los dos paises. en cada mesa. Nada mejor
para el desarroilo de estas jornadas que desde ahora el pre-
sidente Clinton y sefora esposa, se hayan, bien impresio-
nados de México y acrecentada su disposicion para prestar
todo el apoyo de su parte. a fin de que las cosas vayan
mejor, en beneficio de nuestros respectivos pueblos.
iEnhorabuena por su visita sefior presidente y sefiora de
Clinton!

PAGINA15A
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Asociacion en libertad y progreso, propone Clinton

- EL UNTVERSAL/Reuter
El presidente norteamericano William Clinton bromea con su esposa Hillary, en su visita a Tlaxcaia, donde en

un recorrido informal por puestos de artesanias se colocaron mascaras tipicas que representan a los antiguos
conquistadores espaioles

EL UNIVERSAL/Cartos
Con Wiiilam Clinton a su lado. el presidente Emesto
Zedilio saluda efusivamente a |a muititud que acudié
a recibirios en Tiaxcaia junto a sus esposas, Nlida
Patricia Velasco y Hillary Clinton
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Asociacion en libertad y progreso, propone Clinton

Componente dinamico de nuestra
relacion, el libre comercio: Zedillo

@ Construir una frontera que sea una linea entre dos naciones
soberanas, y no entre la prosperidad y {a pobreza, propone @ Se
reuni con Clinton, con empresarios e intelectuales @

JOSE LUIS RUIZ

Los gobiernos de México y Estados Unidos rea-
firmaron su voluntad de construir una frontera que
acerque a sus pueblos, que sea una linea entre dos
naciones soberanasy no una que divida la prosperidad
y la pobreza. aseguro el presidente Ernesto Zedillo.

Sostuvo que ambos gobiemos conciben el libre co-
mercio como un componente dindmico y decisivo de la
relacion, y uno de los *mas poderosos motores” de
nuestro tiempo para e! desarrollo, capaz de trans-
formar los retos en oportunidades y de cambiar la
desigualdad en equidad.

En un discurso pronunciado ante el presidente Wi-
lliam Clinton y representantes de los sectores em-
presarial, politico y cultural del pais, el presidente Ze-
dillo asegurd gue gracias al Tratado de Libre Comercio
la economia nacional ha logrado una sustanciai me-
joria.

"EI TLC esta contribuyendo a que
NOs CONOzZCamos y NOS comprenda-
MOS MeJor; 38 Que NOS respetemos y
nos escuchemos con mayor aten-
cién; a que dialoguemos y negocie-
mos con una disposicion mas abier-
ta, mas constructiva y de mayor

Avanzaron ambos entre
miles de tlaxcaftecas;

Mas que separamos, el combate
al narco debera unimos, asegura

@ Es responsabilidad de Estados Unidos y México trabajar juntos
¥ con respeto mutuo, para aprovechar oportunidades y demotar
problemas, plantea el mandatario estadounidense ®

JOSE LUIS RUIZ "™

La batalla frontal contra el narcotrafico debe ser un
factor que una a los puebios de México y Estados
Unidos. en lugar de dividirlos, sostuvo el presidente
William Clinton, guien afirmé que hoy dia es impor-
tante resolver 10s problemas "no sefalandonos con el
dedo, sino estrechando las manos”.

Aseveré que ambos goblernos tienen la respon-
sabilidad de trabajar juntos, con respeto mutuo, para
aprovechar las oportunidades y derrotar los peligros
que aun asechan a ambas naciones, bajo una aso-
ciacién de libertad, democracia y prosperidad. Esto
permitird -dijo- llevar una lucha mas efectiva contra
las drogas y el crimen organizado.

El presidente Clinton destact, ademas, que México
gano respeto y admiracion al pagar anticipadamente el
paquete de ayuda financiera, otor-
gado por Washington, y sostuvo pu-
blicamente que el gobierno mexi-
cano respondid con "gran vision y
valor ante la crisis economica que
azot6 al pais.

Ante representantes de los sec-
tores empresarial, politico y cuftu-

cooperacién®, aseguro et mandata-
rio mexicano.

En el marco de ta Conferencia
sobre el Presente y Futuro de las
Relaciones México-Estados Unidos,
que dictd de manera conjunta con
el presidente Clinton, el mandatario
mexicano asevero que esta actitud
de respeto y disposicion al didlogo
“estd permeando. incluso, el trata-
miento de los problemas que mas
nos afligen. Uno de ellos, el trafico
de drogas”. '

El presidente Ernesto Zedlllo se
refirié a la frontera, pero no como
una franja que divide a dos paises,
sino una en la que existen diferen-
cias y similitudes, y sobre elio se-
nalé:

"Heros reafirmado la voluntad
de nuestros gobiernos de construir
una frontera que acerque a nues-
tros pueblos, que sea la linea di-

Vea Zedillo, pagina 26

"aqui nadie se resiste"

@ Luego de pasear poria Calzada de fos Muertos.
en Teotihuacan. un abrazo de despedida ® Viajo
¢l estadounidense a Costa Rica @

JUAN ARVIZU ARRIOJA

TLAXCALA. Tiax., 7 de mayo.—
iQué multitud!, exclamé Wilham
Clinton al aparecer en la plaza pu-
blica, coimada de cientos de tiax-
caltecas gue agitaban banderitas
de México y Estados Unidos. Y en
cuanto pudo fue hasta la valia, hizo
a un lado una muleta, y se dio un
lujo que tens6 los nervios de su
escolta: acercarse a la gente, sa-
ludarla, oirla. tocarla. Gozar ia ca-
lidez mexicana... Siempre hay una
primera vez.

Ernesto Zedillo explico e! efecto
que habia prendido en William Clin-
ton: “con esta gente maravillosa na-

_ Vea Croénies, pagina 20

EL UNIVERSAL/Rubéa Sénchez

ral, que se dieron cita en ia Con-
ferencia sobre el Presente y Futuro
de las Relaciones México-Estados
Unidos, que se realizdé en el Audi-
torio Nacional, Clinton calificé al
Tratado de Libre Comercio como
exitoso y coadyuvante en la recu-
peracton de la economia nacional.

“Mucha gente en ambos paises
dibujaron un panorama oscuro de
pérdida de empleos y cierre de fa-
bricas. Ellos estaban equivocados,
el Tratado de Libre Comercio esta
funcionando en los dos paises’, se-
Aalé Clinton, en un recinto acon-
dicionado para recibir a' los man-
datarios de México y Estados Uni-
dos, quienes expusieron sus ideas y
sus perspectivas de la relacion bi-
lateral.

Aseguré que desde la crisis, el
gobierno de México logro crear mas
de un millén de empleos, cortando

Vea Clinton, pagina 27

El presidente Ernesto Zedillo dirige un mensaje a representantes de diversos
sectores de todo el pais, durante un encuentro sostenido junto con su homélogo
estadounidense. William Clinton, aver en el Auditorio Naclonat



Zedillo

Continua de la pagina 1

visoria entre dos naciones soberanas, no entre la pros-
peridad y la pobreza; que sea una linea divisoria entre
dos vecinos présperos, no entre las oportunidades y
las carencias”.

La imagen del presidente 2edilto era reproducida en
dos monumentales pantallas colocadas en cada uno
de los extremos del Auditorio Nacional, sede del en-
cuentro, y en las que se reconocian cada una de las
expresiones del mandatario mexicano.

En su exposicion, Ernesto Zedillo dijo que justa-
mente "esa es la frontera que desean mexicanos y
estadounidenses del siglo XXI. La edificaremos con
respeto, didlogo y cooperacion®.

En ese marco, el de los reconocimientos, el pre-
sidente Zedillo se refirié al papel que su homologo
estadounidense ha jugado en la nueva relacién bi
lateral.

*Quiero decirlo con absoluta conviccion y sinceri-
dad, nadie ha trabajado con mayor decision para im-
pulsar ese respeto, ese didlogo y esa cooperacion que
el presidente Wiltiam Clinton",

Sostuvo que el mandatario estadounidense ha sa-
bido conciliar el interés de su pais con el respeto a la
soberania de México y el respaldo solidario a los me-
XIcanos.

"El presidente Clinton ha demostrado su gran vision

de estadista al trabajar para el futuro de la relacién de .
nuestros paises para que avance sobre las bases de

respeto y el didlogo. del entendimiento y de la coo-
peracion”.

Para Zedillo. a la vista del siglo XXI. "nuestra re-
lacién tiene nuevos retos, el de saber equilibrar lo
inmediato con el largo plazo, el reto de respetar las
formas distintas de ser y de sentir de nuestros pueblos
y a la vez lograr una cooperacion constructiva y eficaz,
activa y permanente”.

Y asegurd: "México y Estados Unidos comparten
una relacioén de largo plazo que debemos cultivar entre
todos para que fructifique en una convivencia afor-
tunada para todos".

TEXTO INTEGRO DEL DISCURSO DEL PRESIDENTE
ERNESTO ZEDILLO:

Excelentisimo senor William Clinton, presidente de
los Estados Unidos de América.

Muy distinguida senora Clinton.

Sefioras y sefiores:

Los mexicanos nos sentimos profundamente sa-
tisfechos de la muy grata visita del presidente Clinton
a nuestro pais.

En esta tan valiosa jornada hemos conversado so-

bre las preocupaciones coinunes de ambos pueblos, y

EL UNIVERSAL/Guillermo Gonziiez

E! presidente de Estados Unidos, William Clinton, saluda con un beso en la mejilla
a Nilda Patricia Velasco, esposa del mandatario mexicano, Ernesto Zedillo. Los
observa sonriente Hillary Clinton

hemos acordado decisiones para que nuestra relacion
contribuya a la prosperndad de mexicanos y nortea-
mericanos, y para que cada una de las dos naciones
contribuya a consolidar lo realizado en nuestro siglo.

Pese al terrible drama de las guerras y a la per-
sistencia de la pobreza y el dolor humano, el siglo XX
terminard con signos alentadores. Es alentador ei
avance extenso y firme de la democracia y de go
biernos representativos y responsables ante el puebio;
es alentador el reconocimiento de la primacia de los
derechos humanos, las libertades ciudadanas y la
participacién social; es alentadora, asimismo, la n-
mensa gama de oportunidades que la educacion, el
conocimiento, la ciencia y la tecnologfa ofrecen a las
mujeres y a los hombres, a las familias y a las co-
munidades, y también es muy alentadora la creciente
percepcién del potencial que tiene la economia de
mercado, asi como del dinamismo econdinico, social
e, incluso, cultural que imprime el libre comercio.

Con estos signos alen-
tadoras estamos en el
umbral de un nuevo siglo,
de un siglo que, sin duda,
sera de asombrosos avan-
ces, pero igualmente de
grandisimos desafios; el
mayor de ellos sera el ven-
cer la pobreza y la desi-
gualdad.

Si las generaciones del
siglo XX han ido ganando
la batalla por os derechos
humanos, la libertad indi-
vidual y la democracia en
el siglo XXI debemos ga-
nar clara y definitivamen-
te la batalla contra la po-
breza y la desigualdad;
debemos ganarla para los
jovenes y los adutltos, para
las mujeres y los ancia-
nos, para las familias y las
comuntdades que con to-
da razfn exigen ser parte
del progreso y acceder al
bienestar. Para comenzar
a ganar desde ahora esa
batalla, los mexicanos he-
mos venido realizando
una muy profunda trans-
formacion.

Con el esfuerzo tenaz de los mexicanos estamos
sentando las bases firmes de un crecimiento para el
bienestar y la equidad; estamos construyendo una
solida economia de mercado, pero no cualquier eco-
nomia de mercado, ésta debe ser un medio, no un fin.
Por eso, queremos y lograremos los mexicanos una
economia de mercado con corazdn y con rostro hu-
mano, con sensibilidad social; una economia de mer-
cado que sirva para apoyar eficazmente a los mas
necesitados.

Con la tradicion juridica de los mexicanos y con una
nueva cultura de apego a la ley estamos construyendo
un pais de leyes y de justicia, y con los ideales politicos
y la participacion de todos los mexicanos estamos
consolidando una democracia pfena.

Con el espiritu solidario y el afan de superacion de
los mexicanos estamos abriendo mas oportunidades
para las mujeres y para los hombres de nuestra patria.
Los mexicanos estamos muy orgullosos de nuestras
raices culturales y de nuestra diversidad social, pues
nos han hecho una nacién distintivamente tnica v han

El Director General de EL UNIVERSAL, Ii lad
centro-, figuré entre los invitados
de sectores paclonales y los p

Zedillo y Willlam Clinton
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forjado nuestro caracter,
nuestra sensibilidad y
nuestra capacidad.

México es una nacién
orgutlosa de su pertenen-
cia a América Latina, por-
que nos hermanan una
historia de luchas afines,
una lengua de recia y be-
lla vitalidad, asi como las
mas altas miras para un
porvenir de prosperidad y
de justicia.

Los mexicanos tam-
bién estamos hondamen-
te orgullosos de formar
parte de América del Nor-
te. porque ésta es tierra
de civilizaciones esplen-
dorosas, porque ésta ha
sido siempre tierra fértil
para el despiiegue de las
capacidades del ser hu-
mano, porque en esta tie-
rra se ha conjugado el di-
namismo de la iniciativa
individual con la solidari-
dad comunitaria para un
potencial de progreso uni-
¢o en el mundo.

Este gran continente
nuestro ha sido tierra
abierta a la libertad.

Nuestra generacion tiene
hoy la responsabilidad de
reafirmar y consolidar ese
viejo espiritu de libertad
de nuestras tierras, a tra-
vés de la libertad de in-
tercambios, de la libertad
de comercio. Si en el Con-
tinente Americano la liber-
tad ya ha florecido como democracia. ahora debe
florecer como prosperidad.

Los mexicanos estamos convencidos de que €l libre
comercio abre fecundos caminos para el mutuo co-
nocimiento de ios pueblos, para el intercambio y el
enriquecimiento cuitural. Concebimos el libre comer-
cio como un componente dindmico y decisivo de las
relaciones entre las naciones modernas, de relaciones
libres y abiertas, amplias e intensas. Concebimos el
libre comercio como uno de los mas poderosos mo-
tores de nuestro tiempo para el desarrollo, para un
desarrollo capaz de transformar los retos en opor-
tunidades, para un desarrollo capaz de transformar las
desigualdades en equidad, para un desarrolio capaz
de transformar las injusticias -que son fuente de con-
flicto- en bases justas, de armonia y cooperacion.

Por eso, México ha saludado y ha asumido la ini-
ciativa de establecer una gran area de libre comercio
en el continente desde los primeros afios del siglo XXI,

nos comprendamos Mejor, a que Nos respetemos y Nos
escuchemos con mayor atencién, a que dialoguemos y
negociemos con una disposicidbn mas abierta, mas
constructiva y de mayor cooperacion. Esa disposicion
ya influye positivamente en el tratamiento de ptéeo-
cupaciones compartidas, se refleja en acuerdos y ac-
ciones comunes para remediar y mejorar el medio
ambiente, para promover actividades productivas .y
proteger derechos laborales, para facilitar el cumpli-
miento de normas fiscales y aduanales, para impulsar
el desarrollo de nuestras telecomunicaciones, para
fomentar el intercambio y la cooperacién educativa y
cuitural, tecnolégica y cientifica.

La actitud de respeto y la disposicién al dlélogo
estan permeando, incluso, el tratamiento de los pro-
blemas que mas nos afligen. Uno de ellos es el trafico
de drogas. Es muy satisfactorio que en el marco de.la
visita del sefor presidente Clinton hayamos suserito
una declaracién para la alianza de México y Estados
Unidos contra las drogas.

A partir del respeto a la soberania nacional, sobre la
base de la responsabilidad compartida y mediante ia
aplicacion efectiva de la ley, nos hemos comprometido
a dar un nuevo impetu a una lucha que es por la salud
de nuestra poblacién, especialmente de nuestrosj6-
venes; una tucha que es por la integridad de nuestras
instituciones; una lucha que es por la seguridad de las
familias, de nuestras comunidades, de nuestras CIU-
dades.

De igual modo en esta visita del presidente Cllnton
hemos suscrito una declaracion conjunta sobre. mi-
gracién. La declaracion expresa el compromiso de.am-
bos gobiernos de atender la migracion con un enfoque
integral que comprende medidas para fortalecer el
respeto a la ley y a los derechos de los migrantes.

Hemos reafirmado la voluntad de nuestros gobier-
nos de construir una frontera que acerque a nuestros
pueblos, que sea la linea divisoria entre dos naciones
soberanas, no entre la prosperidad y la pobreza; que
sea la linea divisoria entre dos vecinos prosperos. no
entre las oportunidades y las carencias.

Esa es la frontera que queremos para los mex1canos
y los norteamericanos del siglo XXl y la edificaremos
con respeto, con dlalogo. con cooperacion, todas estas

EL UNIVERSAL/Guillsrmo Gongilez

El mandatario estadounidense, William Clinton, fizo

un reconocimiento a México por su lucha contra’ las
drogas



y NOS proponemos impulsar esa Iniciativa en fa cumbre
que celebraremos el afio proximo en Santiago de Chile.
México tiene 1a honda conviccion de gue ese paso sera
decisivo para promover mas eficazmente el desarroiio
con paz y justicia. Esa conviccion es la que ha animado
a México a abrir su economia, primera y simultanea-
mente, hacia Latinoamérica y hacia Ameérica del Nor-
te.

En los dltimos anos México ha promovido el libre
comercio y ha hecho un gran esfuerzo para que cada
avance y cada acuerdo sea provechoso para quienes (o
suscriben. Un ejemplo en la region, en el hemisferio y

Presente y Futuro de las Relaciones

~_ Meéxico-Estados Unidos
EL UNIVERSAL/Guillermo Gonzalez
El presidente Emesto Zedillo aseguré que es impor-
tante contar con una frontera de unidad y no de
diferencias

en todo el mundo es el Tratado de Libre Comercio de
América del Norte. Gracias al TLC México se ha con-
solidado como el tercer socio comercial de los Estados
Unidos y, ademas. como su socio mas dinamico.

Desde el establecimiento del TLC los intercambios
comerciales entre nuestros dos paises se han incre-
mentado mas de 60%, alcanzando el afio pasado un
valor cercano a los 150,000 millones de ddlares.

Gracias al TLC México exporta hoy a Estados Unidos
mas que Taiwan, Singapur y Corea del Sur combi-
nadas, y también gracias al TLC Estados Unidos ex-
porta hoy a México mas que a Alemania y a Ingiaterra
juntos, y mas que a todo el conjunto de América Latina.
Lo mas importante es que el Tratado esta significando
nuevas oportunidades de inversion y mas, muchos
mas empleos en ambos lados de |a frontera.

Al anticiparse en la negociacion y suscripcién de
acuerdos de libre comercio México ha dado prueba de
la visién y la madurez con que asume sus relaciones en
el mundo del siglo XXI, y también da prueba de ia
confianza que tenemos los mexicanos en nuestro po-
tencial de desarrolio y de la decision con que asu-
mimos las transformaciones para las exigencias del
futuro.

El libre comercio esta contribuyendo a edificar una
relacion mas intensa y ordenada entre los paises de
América del Norte y esta propiciando un més sélido
entendimiento entre sus gobiernos.

Al igual que en otras regiones el libre comercio se
esta convirtiendo en el punto de partida para generar
una nueva actitud mas positiva, mas constructiva. Aho-
ra comparttmnos una nueva actitud de aliento a ias
iniciativas productivas y de confianza en ia compie-
mentariedad de nuestras economias nos ayuda a com-
petir mas ventajosamente en los mercados mundia-
les.

Ahora también compartimos una nueva actitud de
sumar esfuerzos para multiplicar oportunidades mu-
tuamente provechosas, de encauzar nuestras diferen-
cias en el didlogo para superarlas; de avanzar hacia un
progreso mas equilibrado y justo para nuestros hom-
bres y mujeres, para los trabajadores y para las em-
presas; de lograr un desarrolio que no rifa con un
medio ambiente sano.

EITLC esta contribuyendo a que nos conozcamos y

claves en la relacién nueva entre México y Estados
Unidos.

Y en estos anos. quiero decirio con absoluta con-
viccion y sincendad, nadie ha trabajado con mayor
decision para impulsar ese respeto. ese didlogo y esa
cooperacion que el sefior presidente William Climor].

El presidente Clinton ha sabido conciliar el interes
legitimo de su pais con el respeto a la soberania de
México y el respaido solidario a los mexicanos. El
presidente Clinton ha demostrado su gran visién de
estadista al trabajar para el futuro de la relacion entre
nuestros paises para que avance sobre las bases de
respeto y el didlogo, del entendimiento y de la coo-
peracion. o :

A la vista del siglo XXI nuestra relacion tiene nuevos
retos, el reto de saber equilibrar 10 inmedlatq con el
largo plazo, el reto de respetar las formas distintas de
sery de sentir de nuestros pueblos y a la vez lograruna
cooperacion constructiva y eficaz, activa y permapen-
te. .
Meéxico y Estados Unidos comparten una relacién
de largo plazo que debemos cultivar entre todos para
que fructifique en una convivencia afortunada para
todos. .

Esta visita del presidente Clinton marca un paso
muy importante en la construccién de una relacion a l2
altura de la historia de dos naciones soberanas y
orgullosas, y a la altura de las aspiraciones de dos
grandes pueblos.

La visita del presidente Clinton confirma que ta
relacién entre México y Estados Unidos esté llamada a
ser un apoyo fundamental para acometer los desafios
de un nuevo siglo mas exigente, para librar y ganar las
batallas por una sociedad, un hemisferio y un mundc
mas prosperos y mas justos, y confirma también que
todo lo que cada uno de nosotros pueda hacer a
ambos lados de la frontera para consolidar es&-je-
lacion habra de beneficiar a futuras generaciond'de
mexicanos y norteamericanos; habra de contriblir.a
edificar para ellos una regién, un hemisferio y un faun-
do donde puedan vivir mejor. Ese es el espiritu gue ha
manifestado el presidente Clinton en cada momento
de su visita a nuestro pais, ese es el espiritu que estoy
seguro compartira él ahora con todos nosotros. -

Muchas gracias.
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die se resiste". Y de ese "efecto México" vendrian uno
a uno. momentos agradables. motivantes. y de arre-
bato por las emociones cordiales.

De eso estuvo empedrado el camino este dia en las
relaciones de los presidentes de México y Estados
Unidos. Compartieron el sol, Ia calildez humana, el aire
de la provincia, la musica y los bailes regionales, platos

tipicos de varios estados.

Y llegaron al pie de las piramides del Soly de la Luna
en Teotihuacan, quedaron envueltos en la grandeza de
la Ciudad de los Dioses. Pasearon por la Calzada de los
Muertos, conociendo los secretos de una civilizacion
que florecié cuando la costa Atlantica de Estados Uni-
dos era territorio silvestre.

En ese marco de llanos
y de piramides fascinan-
tes, a unos metros del he-
licdptero, modelo Sirkos-
ky —cuya escalerilla esta-
ba custodiada por dos
edecanes, que hacian re-
cordar los aires de la Casa
Blanca—, Zedillo y Clinton
se despidieron.

Un fuerte abrazo dio la
ribrica de la visita —de
dos dias— de Estado a
México de William Clinton
y su esposa Hillary Clin-
ton, en los que los man-
datarios hablaron exten-
samente y, junto con sus
esposas, conocieron en
detalle aspectos de la cul-
tura mexicana.

El dia empezo en el Au-
ditorio Nacional, donde se
reunieron mas de 10.000
personas, en un mosaico
representativo de la socie-
dad mexicana actual.
"iQué magnifico salon!”,
expreso Clinton, en reac-
cién al ver el moderno es-
cenario.

alto poder.

Es un grupo de reaccion, una fuerza de élite capaz
de cubrir y abrir salidas al presidente de Estados Uni-
dos, para que éste se aleje de una amenaza a su
seguridad personal rodeado por su escolta.

Nueve hombres rodearon a Clinton en 10s primeros
pasos que dio hacia la valia popular, en la plaza, frente
al palacio de gobierno. Todo el equipo de seguridad
pasoé tragos amargos, pues se habia salido de lo es-

EL UNIVERSAL/Carios Poreda

Con la diestra en el mentén, Willlam Clinton escucha el mensaje del presidente Ernesto Zedillo, en Tlaxcala.

Atestiguan el gobernador de la entidad, José Antonio Alvarez, la sefiora Hillary Clinton y la primera dama de
México, Nilda Patricia Velasco

tipulado. La musica del mariachi acompanaba el ani-
mo general.

El visitante se detuvo mas y mas. No entendia el
espanol, nada de lo que decian los lugarenos, pero se
entregaba. Sélo el dolor de fa rodilla o la molestia de la
muleta interferian de cuando en cuando.

Un cuadro y un tejido artesanal pasaron por sus

EL UNIVERSAL/Carlos Pereda

Rompiendo el protocolo, el presidente William Clinton se acercé a la vaila hu-

mana, en Tlaxcala. para saludar a los habitantes de aquel lugar

Juives B de mavo de 1997
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—Este es uno de los pe-
quenitos—, (e dijo en bro-
ma el presidente Zedillo.

Con ese dnimo amistoso, que cobré un mayor im-
puiso durante la cena en Palacio Nacional, abrieron el
dia de trabajo, y vinieron a Tlaxcala, en sus respectivos
helicopteros. Y 1a ciudad vivio la experiencia de recibir
al mandatario de Estados Unidos, quien no trajo aqui
ninguna de sus dos limosinas.

Pero los componentes de su convoy estuvieron ac-
tivos. Guardaespalidas, personal médico, asistentes y
técnicos de comunicaciones, con sus equipos, y un
grupo que los penodistas mexicanos llamaban los
"Rambos’".

Habrian sido hasta 10 agentes vestidos de negro
con una leyenda gue los identificaba como Policia del
Servicio Secreto. Profesionales de los gimnasios, que
portaban armamento colgado de ia cintura, piermas,
pecho, y con el dedo siempre en el gatillo de armas de

manos, sin entender, ni dar crédito de que eran un
regalo para €él. "Te lo regalo”. Y le dieron la traduccion
de lo que el mexicano de la valla le decia.

El tapete de Huamantla, de figuras de aserrin mul-
ticolor. fue visto por los Clinton con singular admi-
racién. Lo bueno es que de fascinacién nadie se can-
sa.
Con el presidente Zedillo y su esposa vino a este
viaje, Ernesto Zedillo Velasco. Los tres subieron a una
camioneta que rodé lentamente frente a la arcada del
palacio municipal. "jQue se baje, que se bajel”, acla-
maba la gente. "Mé-xico, Mé-xico", corearon ios lu-
garenos.

En otro vehiculo se transportaban Clinton y Hillary
—quien se cubrié del rayo del sol con un sombrero y
ungs lentes oscuros—. La camioneta blindada estuvo
cubierta por una cortina blanca, y sélo fue vista por la
multitud cuando al frente

En medio de los mariachis. sonriente, el presidente Bill Clinton camina durante el
ultimo dia de su glra por nuestro pais

ré:_g_ £ . ;
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La primera dama de Estados Unidos, Hillary Clinton, e
habla a suv esposo al oido, el presidente norteame-

ricano Willlam Clinton, durante la gira que sostuvieron
en Tlaxcala

de un convoy de mas de
20 automotores hizo sen-
tir a los tlaxcaltecas lo que
un periddico local anun-
ciaba: "Tlaxcala, ombligo
del mundo®.

Cinco horas después
de que los cientos de tlax-
caltecas ocuparan la pla-
za y las aceras de las ca-
lles; Clinton pasaba son-
riente, agitando la mano
derecha, pero sin bajar
los gruesos cristales an-
tibalas de la camioneta
en ia que iba con su es-
posa. Una cortina de pa-
pel picado cubri6 al con-
voy.
Ante el campanario del
ex convento de San Fran-
cisco, el presidente Zedi-
llo, la senora Nilda Patri-
cia y los Clinton pasaron
uno de los momentos cul-
minantes en esta visita de
Estado.

Las percusiones de
tambores saludaron a los dignatarios ai llegar a ese
rincén cotonial. Concheros y chichimecas bailaron, y
con su coreografia y el olor del copal abrieron la at-
mosfera de la emotividad.

Acepté el visitante calzar un sombrero. El "efecto
México" empezaba a presentarse, cuando subid al
estrado un nifio de 12 afos, Moisés Galicia Sanchez,
quien vestido de charro canté con gallardia: "Viva Mé-
xico, viva América/ viva la democracia, también la
libertad". )

Después de los acordes de! Son de fa Negra, un
coro enorme de nifios, vestidos de inditos, canté Cielito
Lindo. En aquel momento, Clinton se balanceaba al
ritmo de la melodia. Zedillo y su esposa, Nilda Patricia
Velasco, se dejaron llevar por ia letra y cantaron la
cancion:

"De la Sierra Morena, cielito lindo vienen bajando/
un par de ojitos negros/ cielito findo, de contraban-
do...".

Y los mismos hombres rigurosos en los movimien-
tos del presidente de Estados Unidos, los responsa-
bles de su seguridad, fueron a proponerle que se
acercara mas a los nifios, a los pequenos del coro.

Asi lo hicieron. Y entre los nifios se encontraron al
charro cantor, a quien Zedilio fe dijo: "Cantas padri-
simo”. Y el pequeiin le pidié como reldmpago, "pues
apoyeme". La vivacidad del chamaco fue festejada por
Clinton. Hillary estaba encantada entre los nifios y
nifias cantores de Tlaxcala.

EL UNIVERSAL/Reuter
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El mariachi lanzo los primeros acordes de México
Lindo. y los Zedillo. con una felicidad que no podian
ocultar, cantaron con 10s niRos.

"México lindo v queeeriido/ S| mueeero lejos de ti/
que digan que estoy dormiido- v que me traigan aqui/
que digan que estoy dormingos y que me traigan
aqui...”.

Ef Cielito Lindo fue seguido con algunas voces que
sapian los Clinton. Pero en et México Lindo. sélo es-
cucharon al mariachi y los cantores.

Contagrados por la alegria. siguieron sobre el tem-
plete. Y cuando estaban junto al marnachi. Clinton
tomé el sombrero de un violinista y lo calzd en su
cabeza. entre risas suyas de sausfaccion, ante la mi-
rada simpatica jde sus guardaespaldas!

Eran las 14:38 horas, de un dia caluroso. con un
cielo limpio de nubes. La valla gue recorrno entonces el
presidente estadounidense, fue un paseo sencilo. Los
mismos hombres del servicio secreto expresaban a
quien queria oirlos: "Maravilioso”.

Una muchacha le puso un coitar artesanai a Clinton,
quien ya en esa hora se dejaba querer. Y pos6 para las
fotos que la gente le pedia. como fo hizo en la ptaza
publica. pero ahora con clara aedicacion.

El parroco de la catedral. josé Guadalupe Romero,
salio al paso para pedir ics autografos de los dig-
natarios. en un libro del ex convento de San Fran-
cisco.

Un monje, Francisco Rodriguez Lara, quien vestia
un alba, desabotoné la prenaa religiosa y dijo a Zedillo:
Presidente ¢le puedo pedir consejo?

El hombre de la fe tenia la mano entre sus ropas y
estaba muy cerca de Clinton y empezaba a ser visto
con sospecha por Ios integrantes de la escoita del
visitante,

Con suma discrecion el monje mostro algo. Era un
pasaporte, se sabria después. “;Usted cree que si le
pido al presidente Clinton gue me lo firme, me den mas
facil la visa para ir al otro 1ado? (Qué me aconseja
Presidente?"

Zedillo le dijo que se podian buscar medios de la
Cancilleria para que el homore de ia fe pudiera reaiizar
su tramite consular.

La comida fue una tentacion. Se dispuso una mesa
con 15 alimentos. que componian un cuadro pleno de

colorido: habia chiles en nogada. barbacoa, huachi-/

nango a la veracruzana. crepas de huitlacoche, ca-
marones al putgue, pipian verge. tlacoyos, fideos se-
coS.

£l halago a la vista y al gusto también incluia pierna
de puerco adobada. ensalaga de nopales, frijoies re-

EL UN!VER&AL/Gum.nm Gonzilex

El guia sefala a lo aito y la mirada de Bill Clinton se

dirige hacia ese punto, durante la visita del man-

datario estadounidense a Teotihuacan. Observan Nil-

da Patricia Velasco, Hillary Clinton, ei presidente Er-

nesto Zedillo, el gobernador César Camacho Quiroz y
su esposa Maria Eugenia San Martin

fritos, ensalada potosina, arroz a la mexicana. tama-
litos oaxaquefos y huauzontles.

Aunque el convivio fue privado, en el museo re-
gional de Tiaxcala. los meseros comentaron que los
presidentes y sus comitivas comieron en un ambiente
festivo.

Termmada la comida, Clinton llamé a los meseros
que atendieron a {0s in-
vitados de honor. Les dio
las gracias por ei servicio
y les propuso que se 1o
maran una foto con él.

Abrié los brazos y po-
dia cubrir a cuatro. Mir6 al
resto de l0s meseros. les
sonno y los llamé con el
clasico "vengan" en inglés
(cabe el hincapié de que
los estadounidenses no
intercalan por nada el es-
panol en io que dicen).

La caravana de heli-
copteros se fue a Teoti-
huacan. Zedillo esperd alli
ia llegada del Sirkosky
con Clinton. En ese lapso.
el mandatario mexicano
comento diversos aspec-
tos del dia anterior y de lo
ocurrido en el "ombligo
det mundo”.

En el flanco norte de la
Piramide del Sol aterrizé
la aeronave de Estados
Unidos. En una combt
descubierta llegaron a ia
plaza de la Piramide de la
Luna.y alli el anlropélogo
Enrique Naida narrd ia
mstona de la Ciudad de los Dioses.

Los truenos del dios de la lluvia saludaron a los
visitantes. que a las 17:50 estaban ante el Mural del
Puma. y junto a éste una mesa con la ofrenda des-
cubierta hace dos semanas. Y 25 minutos después, se
daban el abrazo de despedida. sin ningun protocolo.

Después del Sirkosky el Super Puma subi6 a las
nubes, donde estan por nacer las Huvias dei verano.

EL umvens,u_/c-m Pereda

Efusivo en su discurso, el presidente Ernesto Zedillo es atentamente escuchado

por el gobernador de Tiaxcala. Antonio Alvarez Lima. Hillary Ciinton, William
Clinton y la sefora Nilda Patricia Velasco

—
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. . ' . EL UNIVERSAL/G Gonzilez
Al centro de la reunién, Willlam Clinton escucha las palabras del guia en la zona de Teotihuacéan. Lo

acompanan las primeras damas Nilda Patricla Velasco y Hillary Clinton, el presidente Ernesto Zedillo y el
gobernador del Estado de México, César Camacho Quiroz -~ . -

. EL UNIVERSAL/Carios Peroda ) EL UNIVERSAL/Carios Pereda

En el hangar presidencial, Willilam Clinton sube al Con una movimiento de mano para decir adiés, Hillary

avién que lo trastadé a Costa Rica, tras conclulr su Clinton aborda el avion de la Fuerza Aérea estadou-

visita de dos dias a México. En la escalinata su esposa nidense, con lo que conciuyé la visita del mandatario
Hillary Clinton ' de Estados Unidos a nuestro pais



Clinton

Continda de la Dagma 1

~a inflacion en mas de la mitad y recuperando la con-

flanza de {os inversionistas extranjeros.

; La democracia también fue tema de la reflexion del
mndente Clinton, quien se congratulé por las re-

X _rmas politicas mexicanas. las que permitiran, el pré-

6 de julio, la realizacién de las elecciones mas

mpetldas en la historia del pais.

abl6 det compromiso de trabajar con México con

en el respeto de su soberania y sobre esto,

na|o el gobierno de Estados Unidos abraza la sa-

EL UNIVERSAL/Gulllermo Gonzsdiez
_El. mandatario de EU da el visto bueno a uno de sus
-agentes de segurldad sobre la nitidez de la voz que se
escucha en su traductor

bxduna de los principios de (Benito) Juarez: e respeto
—a'rderecho ajenoy a ia paz.

“Qvacionado e interrumpido en varias ocasiones por

losaplausos, el mandatario estadounidense dej6 en

claro que apoyara todos los esfuerzos en el Congreso
--para restaurar los beneficios a los inmigrantes Iegales
que~se encuentran en Estados Unidos.

"¥ sobre el tema de la nueva ley de migracién, el
mandatano estadounidense fue claro: "No habra de-
‘portaciones masivas ni discriminacion”.

Y se comprometié a continuar apoyando los es-
fuerzos de México para crear nuevas oportunidades,
aquf en el pais, para evitar que 10s mexicanos se

Ei  to Ze
Estados Unidos y México

> y William Clinton. Junto a ellas, miembros de los gabinetes de

EL UNIVERSAL/Guillermo Gonzdlex
El presidente Clinton se despoja de sus muietas para
tomar asiento a su llegada at Auditorio Nacional

marchen de sus hogares en busca de trabajo y de
recursos dejando incluso a sus familias.

Tras este compromiso, el estruendo de os aplausos
rompieron la continuidad de su discurso. Clinton pre-
cisé que sbio el ano pasado 160,000 mexicanos que
ingresaron de manera legal a la Unién Americana “tra-
jeron a Estados Unidos sus talentos, energia y as-
piraciones...

Hillary Clmton y Nilda Patricia Velasco esposas de
los presidentes de Estados Unidos y México, estu-
vieron también presentes en la conferencia. Junto a
elias, los gabinetes de Clinton y Zedillo.

Ei flagelo del narcotrafico fue uno de los temas
centrales del discurso de William Clinton, quien sos-
tuvo que el asunto del trafico de las drogas no es uno
exclusivo de México, es uno comun, que requiere la
accion conjunta y decidida de los dos paises.

"Debemos encarar es-
te problema juntos por-
que no podremos derro-
tarlo solos", asegurd el
mandatario estadouni-
dense, quien admitié que
en Estados Unidos vive
5% de la poblacién mun-
dial y se consume un ter-
cio de la cocaina que se
produce.

"Mis amigos, la batalla
contra las drogas debe
‘unir a nuestros pueblos,
no dividirios".

En este contexto, el
presidente Clinton, quien
aun se apoya en muletas
tras la operacion de una
de sus radilias, subrayd
que el gobierno de México
tiene que continuar con
su "dificil lucha" contra las
drogas ilicitas. "Reconoz-
€O gue ya han demostra-
do reales avances en la
erradicacion de estupefa-
cientes”, aseguré Clinton.

EL UNTVERSAL/Rubén Sénchez
Hmary Clinton y Nilda Patricia Velasco escuchan el mensaje de los presidentes
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Reditud el TLC 300,000 empleos mas en
EU, senala Daley, secretario de Comercio

ANA MARIA ROSAS PENA

El Tratado de Libre Comercio de Amé-
rica del Norte (TLCAN) ha significado la
¢teacion de 300,000 nuevas plazas la-
borales en Estados Unidos y, contrario a
lo- que muchos afirman, "la pérdida de
empleos ha sido minima®, asevero el se-
cretario de Comercio estadounidense,
William Daley.

. Ante la comunidad empresarial de

_Estados Unidos radicada en México, el

funcionario del gobierno de William Clin-
ton reconocid que todavia no se cumple
con todas las normas en materia de eco-
togiay laboral que se establecieron en el
TLCAN.

- A pesar de esto, aseguré que “el TL-

'CAN si esta funcionando., y la principal
_muestra es que las exportaciones de

Estados Unidos estan creciendo rapida-

.mente”.

Durante el desayuno al que también
asistieron Barry McCaffrey y Madelaine
Albright, director de la oficina de politica
nacional sobre control a las drogas y
secretaria de Estado, respectivamente,
William Daley dijo que el objetivo central
en este momento es convencer a (a co-
munidad de los Estados Unidos de la

Arrib6 Clinton anoche a

oportunidad que se tiene al abrir nuevos
mercados.

De ahi, dijo, la importancia de que el
Congreso apruebe el “fast track” {(via ra-
pida) para las negociaciones comercia-
les con América Latina.

Por ello, llamé a los socios de la C&-
mara Americana de Comercio a que rea-
licen una labor de apoyo al fast-track.

Sin embargo, reconocit que hace fal-
ta "educar a los estadounidenses para
poder transmitir el mensaje de éxito de)
TLC",

El representante comercial hizo men-
cion especial al crecimiento que han te-
nido las exportaciones de la industria
automotriz y del sector agricola, gracias
a que se ha hecho un uso adecuado del
sistema de importaciones, de licencias y
reduccién de aranceles.

El afio pasado, continio Daley, las
exportaciones hacia Canada y México
fueron mas grandes que cualquier otra
area del mundo, incluyendo la Cuenca
del Pacifico y Europa.

Este afio, aproximadamente el 80%
del crecimiento de las exportaciones de
Estados Unidos ha sido dentro del area
de América del Norte.

Record6 que 1997
marca el ano final de los
aranceles de Estados Uni-
dos y Canada para prac-

la capital costarricense

. SAN JOSE, Costa Rica, 7 de mayo (AFP).— El pre-
sidente estadounidense William Clinton Hegd ayer por
1a noche al aeroptierto internacional Juan Santamaria
de Costa Rica, 20 kildmetros al noroeste de la capital,
para participar el jueves en una cumbre Centroamé-
nica-Estados Unidos.

Clinton y su esposa Hillary fueron recibidos en (a

-terminal aérea por el presidente anfitrion, José Maria

Figueres, y por su esposa Jossette.

Figueres invitd a recibir a Clinton a los mandatarios
Alvaro Arzd (Guatemala), Carlos Roberto Reina (Hon-
-duras), Armando Calderdn Sol (El Salvador), Arnoldo
Aleman (Nicaragua), Leonel Fermandez (Republica Do-
minicana) y al Primer Ministro de Belice, Manuel Fer-
‘nandez.

Varios cientos de estudiantes de secundaria, que
‘portaban banderas de Costa Rica y Estados Unidos,
ldnzaron vitores al presidente Clinton, cuando bajo del
AirForce One de la Fuerza Aérea norteamericana.

Cuando el avion del presidente Clinton tocé tierra,
en el aeropuerto se recibio al menos una llamada
telefénica de desconocidos que advirtieron sobre la
presunta colocacion de explosivos.

Sin embargo. todo parecid ser una falsa alarma,
segun fuentes proximas a la Direccién de Inteligencia

-y Seguridad (DIS).

- Cabe senalar que los cinco paises que participaran

“en la Cumbre Centroamericana con Estados Unidos

Arén fortalecer los vinculos comerciales entre
y la region, asi como establecer un Tratado de
nercio.

ticamente 300,000 millo-
nes de dodlares de inter-
cambio comercial.

Mientras tanto, el uno
de enero de 1998 casi
dos terceras partes del
comercio entre los Esta-
dos Unidos y México se
hara libre de aranceles.

“Se trata de un logro
impresionante donde las
fuerzas del mercado y no
los gobiernos son los que
determinan el costo de
los bienes, y nosotros ya
hemos visto los efectos”,
puntualizé.

Por su parte, Thomas
Mclarty, consejero del
presidente William Clin-
ton y enviado especial a
Las Américas, también se
refiriod a la impostancia

que tiene América Latina“

para Estados Unidos.

Indic6 que de cada dé-
lar que se exporta por Es-
tados Unidos, 40 centa-
vos se destinan a nuestro
hemisferio, mientras que
el 35% de las importacio-
nes provienen de esta re-
gion.

La Casa Blanca desembolsé
33,600 délares por las dos noches
gue pasé el mandatarlo estadouni
dense, William Clinton, en una lujosa
suite del hotel Presidente Chapufte-
pec, uno de los mas importantes del
Distrito Federal.

La suite presidencial ocupada por
Clinton y su esposa Hillary, de 130
metros cuadrados, consta de una ha-
bitacion, un vestidor, tres banos y la
alcoba principal, asi como una oficina
dotada de ocho lineas telef6nicas y
cuatro faxes, una cocina, bafio de va-
por, tina de hidromasaje y aparatos de
gimnasia.

Ahf se hospedaron en abril los re-
yes de Espaia y antes jefes de Estado
y otras autoridades que visitaron el
pais.

De acuerdo con un despacho in-
formativo de ia agencia de noticias
ANSA, la Casa Blanca reservd dos
centros de negocios y el cuarto nivel
del hotel, que posee cuatro salones
capaces de alojar 2 1,600 personas
cada uno.

La secretaria de Estado, Madelei-
ne Albright, ocupd la suite goberna-
dor, que posee menos corhodidades
que la presidencial, aunque el lujo no
es menor.

El costo total del hospedaje de toda

Pagd la Casa Blanca US500,000 en el
hotel; 33,600 por la suite presidencial

la delegaci6n de 18 altos funcionarios
que acompaiaron a Clinton fue cal-
culado por personal del albergue en
unos 500,000 délares, sin incluir ser-
vicios de transporte, seguridad, ali-
mentacién y comunicaciones via sa-
télite.

Unas 33 habitaciones fueron ocu-
padas por los funcionarios y por agen-
tes de la seguridad de Clinton.

La tarde del martes, Clinton hizo
una breve pausa en sus intensas ac-
tividades para someterse a una te-
rapia en la rodilla, por su reciente cal-
da que lo obliga a caminar con mu-
letas.

A la comitiva se agreg6 una pareja
muy peculiar, los perros Kelly y Mar k,
entrenados para detectar armas y ex-
plosivos, que fueron paseados por los
jardines del hotel y por los corredores
donde se hospedaron el presidente y
sus colaboradores.

Clinton concluybé ayer su visita a
México después de entrevistarse con
empresarios y visitar las ruinas ar-
queoldgicas de Cacaxtla, en el estado
de Tlaxcala.

De México partié hacia San José,
donde se entrevistard con jefes de
Estado de Centroamérica.

EL UNIVERSAL/AP
Las inmigrantes Raquel Reyes, de México; Marta Es-
cobedo, de Guatemala, e inés Mufioz, de Chile, par-
ticlparon en una protesta frente a la Casa Blanca, en
Washlington, en contra de ley antilnmigrante

Reclaman justicia inmigrantes,
en una marcha en Washington

WASHINGTON, 7 de mayo (EFE, Reuters y AFP).— En
pleno viaje del presidente William Clinton a México y
Centroamérica, centenares de inmigrantes de todas
las nacionalidades reclamaron justicia y sus derechos
durante una manifestacién efectuada hoy, miércoles,
frente a la Casa Blanca.

“Clinton debe cumplir su promesa electoral de res-
tablecer la ayuda social a miles de ancianos, nifiosy a
todos los que en este pais tienen hambre, y 1a cual ha
sido suprimida injustamente”, dijo el senador demo-
crata por Minnesota, Paul Wellstone.

Wellstone y uno de los representantes por llinois.
ante {a Cadmara Baja, el también demdcrata Luis Gu-
tiérrez, han presentado proyectos de ley para que el
Congreso, de mayorfa republicana, deje sin efecto Ia
ley que elimina la asistencia econémica a los inmi-
grantes de la tercera edad.

“Viva la lucha por la justicia®, gritd el senador We-
listone, al anunciar que !a batalla acaba de empezary
que se luchard de forma incansable para obligar a
Clinton a cumplir su promesa electoral de 1996, de
que la ayuda social vuelva a manos de los necesi-
tados.

Muchas ancianas latinoamericanas que portaban
pancartas en las que indicaban que el gobierno de
Estados Unidos les ha quitado su trabajo, su dinero y
sus derechos, hablaron en la concentracién para su-
plicar al presidente Bill Clinton y al Congreso qué "ten-
gan compasion y un poco mas de conciencia” y les
devuelvan su tranquilidad.

Por otro lado, en Los Angeles, un centenar de in-
migrantes se manifestaron para exigir que se restau-
ren los beneficios sociales a las personas que residen
legalmente en Estados Unidos.

Latinos, asiaticos, armenios y rusos protestaron

EL UNIVERSAL frente al edificio federal, ubicado en el centro de la

Con un apretén de manos, Willlam Clinton se despide del gobermnador del estado ciudad, con pancartas en las que se podia leer: "No

de México, C&a‘:cho Qulroz. Observan el presidente Ei
Eu,

n Martin, esposa del manda!arlo n

juense

»Zedllloy Marfa castiguen a los ancianos” o

aben a nuestros
mayores”.
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o EU manejara lucha antidrogas de México

El saido mas posltivo de la visita de
Clinton a México no ocurrio el martes 6 de
mayo, sino el miércoles 30 de abril. Y no fue
en México, sino en Atlanta, Georgia: la de-
saparicién del Instituto Nacional para el
Combate a las Drogas adelantada por Ze-
dillo significo, en realidad, la entrega de la
lucha antidrogas de México a la estrategia
estadounidense. .

El otro candado de EU a México se cerrd
en el Distrito Federal con la otra certifi-
cacion estadounidense: el espaldarazo de
Washington al gobierno de Zedillo y a su
politica neoliberal, pero con la condicio-
nante de que debe de trabajar con la opo-
sicién. La pinza fue obvia: los elogios poco
diplomaticos y bastante Intervencionistas
de Hillary al gobierno de un Zedillo hoy en
dia como jefe de campaia del PRI, pero la
reunidén del presidente de EU con los jefes
de la oposicién.

Falta por evaluar el costo politico y en
soberania de la visita de Clinton a México.
La primera percepcion va mas alla del len-
guaje: mientras México enarbol6 la doctri-
na Gurria del "nuevo entendimiento®, la
parte estadounidense se quedd con el con-
cepto de la "cooperaclén”. México buscéd
que EU comprendlera la realidad del pais y
las limitaciones del discurso historico, pero
EU se inclind por el criterio de que México
deberia de colaborar con los intereses es-
tadounidenses.

El replanteamiento de la politica anti-
narcoéticos de México fue la ganancia mas
importante para Clinton porque fue mas
alla de Ja cooperacion. Si se evalia con
persplcacia la dimension de las negocia-
ciones y de fos acuerdos, en realidad Mé-
xico se subordiné a la i6gica de la politica
estadounidense de lucha contra el narco-
trafico. La desaparicion del INCD mexicano
y el acuerdo de Los Pinos para que EU
entrene, evalue y equipe a la nueva policia
mexicana antidrogas le trasladé a Washin-
glon la responsabilidad de la lucha mexi-
cana contra el narco.

El punto clave de la nueva politica ex-
terior antidrogas de EU radica en el aspecto
de la ceitificacion. En el contexto de la vi-
sita de Clinton, el zar antidrogas de EU, el
general Barry McCatfrey, declaré ei funes a
la cadena de televisién Fox que en EU hay

CARLOS RAMIREZ
@ Clinton

un rechazo al esquema de certificacién
que hacen el Departamento de Estado y el
Congreso estadounidenses a la politica an-
tidrogas de otros paises. La descertifica-
clén de Colombia no le ha ayudado en nada
a EU. y ha alejJado mucho mas al gobicerno
colombiano de fa supervisién estadotini:
dense. Y puede ocurrir 10 mismo con Pert y
Brasil.

La certlficacion fue un proceso que se
invenl6 para garantizar la supremacia de
EU en la lucha contra el narco en otros
paises y para calificar sus resuitados de
acuerdo con los intereses de EU. Pero Co-
lombia con la descertificacién y México con
sus quejas, ademas de una mayor super-
vision del Congreso de EU sobre la Casa
Blanca, han hecho ineficaces las certifica-
ciones como un instrumento de politica ex-
terior de dominacion.

Asi, México serd el laboratorio del nuevo
modelo de politica exterior antinarcéticos
de EU. En lugar de las certificaciones se
utilizara Ja estrategio de la absorcion: ante
el fracaso mexicano por el caso del general
Gutiérrez Rebollo, EU asumira el control de
la politica antidrogas de México a través,
primero, del manejo de 1a nueva policia
antidrogas. La nueva Fiscalia mexicana pa-
ra la Atencion de Delitos Contra ta Salud se
quedara en una agencia auxillar de Mi-
nisterio Publico para la elaboracion de ave-
riguaciones previas, pero la investigacion
de los carteles de la droga seia funcion de
una policia que sera aprobada, entrenaday
equipada por EU.

Y la penetraclén de ElJ sera a fondo:

1. La supervision de EU sobre la policia
antidrogas de México esta directamente re-
lacionada con los perfiles de dominacion
de la politica exterior norteamericana: la
existencia de nuevos mecanismos para el
ejercicio de la superioridad, una vez de-
saparecida la "amenaza® del mundo comu-
nista soviético. Ader.as de las policias, EU
tiene tres puntos de interés: agentes de la
DEA que hagan labores de inteligencia en
territorio mexicano, la creacion de una flota
aérea antinarcdticos y la instalacién de ra-
dares espias en suelo de México. Asi, Mé-
xico seria una 1 de guerra de EU y por
tanto un espacio de la seguridad nacional
estadounidense gue se controlaria desde

: avance de seguridad colectlva

el Comando Sur del Ejército de EU en Pa-
nama.

2. Los efectos de) control de la politica
antidrogas de México por EU seran diver-
so0s: la penetracion de organismos de in-
teligencia de EU en algunos niveles mili-
tares mexicanos que siguen en la lucha
antidrogas; ;estaran los militares mexica-
nos -que también defienden la seguridad
nacional del pais- dispuestos a compartlr
informacidn de inteligencia con las oficinas
de EU que fueron las responsables de la
acusacion contra el general Jesus Gutiérrez
Rebolio y de la critica contra el Ejército
mexicano, ademas de que esa informacion
en EU podria filtrarse a la prensa nortea-
mericana pata deﬂ)restigiar a México? La
informacion sobre drogas de México en ma-
nos de EU podria debliitar al Estado me-
xicano porque involucraria a instituciones y
politicos nacionales.

La nueva politica exterior antidrogas de
EU hacia México se va a localizar en el
contexto de una verdadera cesién de so-
berania mexicana porque EU Intervendra
-no sdlo certificard- en la politica interma
antidrogas. También organismos militares y
de politica exterior de EU penetraran ins-
tituciones mexicanas como el Ejército, la
PGR y hasta la Secretaria de Relaciones
Exteriores para la deflniclon de estrategias
que beneficien a EU.

Esta nueva politica antidrogas de Was-
hington pasara de la via diplomatica de ia
calificacion -certificacion- en el Departa-
mento de Estado y en el Congreso esta-

Buenas relaciones

Efrén

dounidenses al espacio de la Inter I
operativa de fuerzas policiacas, militares y
de inteligencia de EU en los paises pro-
ductores y de transito para el narcoy en sus
instituciones. Asimismo, se ubica en la es-
trategia militar de EU de trasladar fos es-
cenarios de guerra fuera de tertitorio es-
tadounidense. Hacia el interior de EU, la
Casa Blanca podréd vender el discurso de
que los muertos por consumo de drogas
-jévenes y niflos- son responsabilidad de
otras naciones.

Asfi, ta agenda de Clinton en México tuvo
dos puntos: narcotrafico y politica. La mi-
gracién no fue del interés del visitante. *Si
la ley migratoria volviera a plantearse®, dijo
Clinton, “la volveria a apoyar®. Y, como se
vio el lunes y martes, al goblerno mexicano
tampoco le import6 la persecucién de in-
documentados mexicanos en EU; sélo
felicitaciones de Clinton.
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A visita del presidente Bill Clinton a México fue

un refrendo de las relaciones entre los dos
. palses de acuerdo con planes que tomaron su
forma, acaso definitiva, con la firma del Tratado de
Libre Comercio en 1993. No sabemos si de veras las
cosas entre nuestro pais y Estados Unidos seguirdn
como han sido propuestas y armadas por las actuales
generaciones de tecndcratas y politicos de ambas na-
ciones; de ahi que prefiramos utilizar una cautelosa
forma adverbial (“acaso definitiva") cuando nos re-
lerimos a la forma de esas relaciones. Lo que parece
indudabte es que el presidente Clinton vino a México a
revisar, como se dice ahora, la "agenda® con el doctor
Ernesto Zedillp; apretar, sin duda, algunas tuercas o
piezas sueltas en el mecanismo de esos lazos di-
plométicos, econdmicos y politicos; a dejar claro quién
manda y a sonreir desdenosamente cuando ie ha
blaran de soberania, ese cachivache de la batalla
pasada, en este nuevo orden mundial de la globa-
lizacion en el que tanto y tan decisivamente ha par-
ticipado Estados Unidos.

Estados Unidos es un pais de complejidades abis-
males. De un tiempo a esta parte —desde la firma de
las acuerdos de Bretton Woods en 1944, que le dieron
estructura al orden econémico de la posguerra—, han
escogido el mismo abismo y el mismo estilo en el

Mirar hacia el norte

DAVID HUERTA

ejercicio del poder que otros imperios: la dominacién
inmisericorde. El arrogante George Bush fue a Parls en
1989, durante las celebraciones del bicentenario de la
Toma de la Bastilla, para decirle a los franceses que su
pais habia conseguido poner en practica, con plenitud,
lo que los europeos apenas

presion es del novelista John Steinbeck—o en la ancha
y préspera Texas de los campos petroliferos.

José Marti conocla las entraiias del monstruo —esto
es, la nacién estadounidense— y podia hablar de su
fisonomfa, de su conducta, de los valores que de-
terminan sus acciones y sus
actitudes porque tenia de todo

habfan vislumbrado en el siglo
XVill; desde lvego, no tenla ra-
z6n: 1o que encama Estados
Unidos no son los ideales de la
llustracién sino las reglas de
oro y sangre del capitafismo.
Tienen virtudes indiscutibles y
no son las menores de ellas su
equilibrio de poderes, sus ejer-
cicios de democracia, su fres-
ca Informalidad, su fluidez en
el trato, su sentido del trabajo;
pero también adolecen de gra-

Mientras Estados Unidos no
les dé un trato humanitario,
legal y razonable a los
trabajadores inmigrantes de
México, nadie podrd creer
que ese pais encarna ideal
libertario alguno

ello experiencias de primera
mano. Por desgracia, el ejem-
plo martiano no se ha seguido
entre nosotros como se debe-
ria. La imagen que se tiene de
Estados Unidos es un com-
pendio de lugares comunes,
un haz de prejuicios y de jui-
cios tajantes sin la menor sus-
tancia. Esta negativa al cono-
cimiento de esas realidades
es una enfermedad intelec-

ves defectos. Los mexicanos
lo sabemos de sobra y lo he-
mos padecido en conflictos sin cuenta, algunos de
ellos sordos y sin pizca de heroismo, como la de-
testable conducta de los policias fronterizos con nues-
tros paisanos que cruzan la frontera en busca de tra-
bajo en las "praderas del cielo® californianas —la ex-

tual muy extendida en la iz
quierda mexicana, que debe-
ria ser el sector de nuestra sociedad que mejor deberfa
conocerias. Hay todavia quienes se niegan a aprender
el idioma inglés porque se trata de "la lengua del
imperio®. Supongo que sienten que ejercen un sélido e
incendiario boicot en contra de sus enemigos pro-

verbiales; lo tinico que consiguen es hacer el ridiculo.
Los resultados de estas posturas estan a la vista des-
de 1993 y aun antes: los estadounidenses aprenden
espaiiol, japonés, ruso, arabe y lo que les haga falta
para seguir siendo "competitivos” en este mundo cruel
que han contribuido a erigir. Muchos mexicanos de
izquierda, confinados en la ignorancia por los pre-
Juicios, en cambio, prefieren el monolingiismo o la
lenta degradacién del espariol bajo el impacto de la
poderosa Influencia del norte.

La visita de Clinton nos obliga a mirar, una vez mas,
hacia ese norte complejo, laberintico, a veces parte del
problema, a veces solucién desesperada que debe
pagarse a precios muy altos. La ayuda proveniente de
Estados Unidos nunca es desinteresada, como lo do-
cumenta la historia y algunas declaraciones de pre-
sidentes de esa nacion.

Mientras Estados Unidos no les dé un trato hu-
manitario, legal y razonable a los trabajadores inmi-
grantes de México, nadie podrd creer que ese pals
encarna ideal libertario alguno. Mientras Estados Uni-
dos siga culpando a Colombia, a México, a los "otros®,
en resumen, de su desgarrador problema de consumo
de drogas, no sera posible creer que tiene un sentido
de la equidad o de la justicia. Mientras Estados Unidos
no aprenda de verdad a escuchar a 1os demas, no nos
convencerd de su vocacion de fraternidad.
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La visita: oportunidad desaprovechada

CARLOS BRAVO

A visita del presidente Clinton habra de re-

dituarle buenaos dividendos al sistema politico

mexicano. Su Interés en dialogar con repre-
sentantes de las diversas corrientes y su acercamiento
a la cuitura prehispanica, son un punto de partida
valioso para una mejor comprension de la realidad
mexicana. Se habra de llevar, sin duda, la imagen de
una nacién que no sera facil despersonalizar, aun
cuando se cuente con el invaluable apoyo de una
oligarquia que simpatiza notoriamente con el modo de
vida estadounidense.

Para los mexicanos fue grato haber visto a un man-
datario dispuesto a escuchar, ajeno a posturas de
superioridad y muy interesado en revertir una actitud
de alejamiento que no favorece la nueva relacién que
dice estar dispuesto a favorecer con nuestro pais. Sin
embargo, puso en evidencia igualmente la cerrazén de
uh grupo gobernante que no esta dispuesto a mo-
dificar un apice su linea de conducta antipopular.

Asf como hubo gran esmero en aprehender a quie-

nes se presumfa podrian generar problemas, tal como
se hacfa en los anos del lopezmateismo y el diazor-
dacismo, también lo hubo para demostrarle ali man-

. datarlo visitante que aqul, en el gobierno mexicano,

cuenta no sélo con sumisos aliados. sino con dil
gentes alumnos que no tienen empacho en ir mas a
fondo en las directrices de la Casa Blanca.

Esto se vio claramente en la reunioén del Auditorio
Naclonal, donde las declaraclones de mas peso po-
Iitico estuviaron a cargo del presidente Clinton, mien-

tras que el presidente Zedillo se dedicaba a manifestar
su ortodoxia neoliberal, sin ningln asomo de suspi-
cacia ni mucho menos visién de estadista. Asi se
desaproveché una oportunidad irrepetible para dejar
sentada una posicién de altura, que hiciera ver a los
ojos del mundo la capacidad del mandatario mexicano
para hegociar con el presidente mas poderoso del
planeta.

El temor y un evidente complejo de inferioridad fue
la caracteristica general que en-

mercio y de las personas, de los seres humanos. a
través de las fronteras, y manteniéndonos fieles al
Estado de derecho”.

Asf se expresé Clinton en el Auditorio Nacional,
mientras que el presidente Zedillo dejaba pasar la
oportunidad para sefalar a viva voz el derecho de
México a luchar por un mejor destino, exento de pre-
siones hegemaénicas ejercidas por grupos de interés de
la nacién vecina.

Ciertamente, debe haber un

marc6 el comportamiento de las
autoridades mexicanas ante sus
contrapartes estadounidenses.
Esto no debid haber pasado de-
sapercibido a los ojos del mundo,
con lo cual México queda como
nacién debilitada, carente de vo-
luntad para defender, como en el
pasado, su dignidad y fortaleza
moral, su mayor patrimonio y gra-
cias al cual habia logrado sobre-

Se ha llegado a
extremos inimaginables
hace unos pocos arios
en lo tocante al trato a
los emigrados en
Estados Unidos

compromiso mutuo para buscar
un mejor fyturo para el pueblo
mexicano, el cual padece en este
fin de siglo los embates de una
politica econémica que privilegia
al capital financiero y a los inver-
sionistas extranjeros, y de un Es-
tado que se desentiende absolu-
tamente de sus responsabilida-
des sociales. Esto es lo que de-
berian ver tanto Clinton como Ze-
dillo, en vez de dictar medidas

ponerse a las asechanzas de las
potencias imperialistas.

De ahi que no sea facil diagnosticar cémo podre-
mos contrarrestar, como naciéon aun soberana, las
presiones que se avecinan. una vez que la debilidad
del gobierno mexicano ha quedado de manifiesto. "En
el siglo XXI queremos que nuestras fronteras sean
nuestro vinculo. Que este vinculo esté arraigado en un
compromiso mutuo, basado en el intercambio del co-

que danan todavia mas a los pue-
blos de uno y otro pais.

Suenan ominosas las palabras del mandatario es-
tadounidense, cuando dice que el compromiso mutuo
debe estar basado en "el intercambio del comercio y
de las personas”. De por sl con ia nueva ley antiin-
migrantes se aprecia un total desinterés por los de-
rechos humano- de los trabajadores mexicanos que

cruzan la frontera, lo cual se confirma con las citadas
palabras. ¢Acaso se pretende legalizar una nueva es-
clavitud?

Se ha llegado a extremos inimaginables hace unos
pocos anos en lo tocante al trato a los emigrados en
Estados Unidos. Han perdido ya sus mas elementales
derechos, y ahora sin tapujos se les quiere ver como
simple mercancia que debe entrar al libre juego del
mercado. Esto es no sélo irracional sino muy injusto,
teniendo en cuenta la valiosisima contribucién de los
trabajadores mexicanos en la economia estadouni-
dense.

La inhumanidad y falta de ética de las acciones que
contempla la nueva legislacion contra los trabajadores
migratorios, no tiene parangén y revela el grado de
insensibilidad a que han llegado las élites de las dos
naciones. Esto es muy peligroso teniendo en cuenta
que la corriente migratoria del sur hacia el norte no
solo no cesa, sino que aumenta como lo demuestran
las propias cifras oficiales de uno y otro lado de la
frontera.

Un asomo de humanidad, sin embargo, lo dio el
presidente Zedillo al sefialar la necesidad de una eco-
nomia de mercado con rostro humano. Configurar esta
es una obligacién irnenunciable, antes de que sea
demasiado tarde y se consoliden condiciones socioe-
condémicas adversas, como se vislumbra por la ce-
rrazdn de un grupo gobernante, el mexicano, dispuesto
a no ceder un 4pice en su estrategia excluyente y
entreguista, la cual es alimentada por un triunfalismo
absurdo.
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Por Roberts Zamarrips
ONTADOS EN 10S FRUTOS DEL PASADO INMEDIATO -LAS
Mslembras de aquelios que hoy son fantasmas o de-
monios-, los presidentes de México. Emesto 7edi-
No. y Fstados Unidos, William Clinton, pasaron revista al pre-
sente y al futuro.

El Tratado de Libre Comercio, la obra maestra del salinis-
mo, |a clave del encumbramiento personal de Carlos Salinas
de Gorlari; y la azarosa lucha contra el narcotréfico. La ele-
gia por los agentes muertos en combate, las campaiias pun-
ta de la erradicacion, el elogio del Grupo de Contacto, el diag-
néstico conjunto del lagelo. Las tareas de !a Procuraduria de
Antonio Lozano Gracia y las minucias de Francisco Molina,
ol pentiitimo jefo del Insfituto contra fas Drogas.

Salinas’ Lozanu/ nos echaron buenn mano. Y William Clin-
ton cierra su estancia en la Ciudad de México con un mensa-
je ante el gabinete mexicano en pleno, desde Emilio Chuayf-
fet hasta José Antonio Gonzdlez Ferndndez, cenlenas de in-
vitades surgidos de cimaras empresariales, vniversidades,
partidos polilicos. y el nuevo estil de llenar la plaza: la con-
gregacién de los empleados de confianza de las dependencias
del gabinete econémico. Los jefes de Departamento, los ase-
sores del asasor de la subjefatura, los asistentes recién egre-
sardos de 1a Universidad. "Vamos a ver a Clinton jno?". ya
quitarle una manana a la chamba en la Secretarfa.

Atin asf el Auditorio Nacional ne se llena. Dos minutos an-
tes del puntual arribo de los Presidentes y sus esposas, las
gradas que lindan el techo son vaciadas para enviar gente a

la parte Inferior. Y que pasen sin gafete ni revisién. Antes que
la extrema, estrecha, excesiva seguridad. est4 el estilo, 1a com-
ra. C6mo que Clinlon vio butacas vacfas.

Ni asf. La parte baja registra huecos. Para esto del acarreo ’

no es lo mismo Guillermina Rico que el analista de Secofi.

Las luces se apagan y se presenta un video cortes(a de ter-
minio Blanco Productions. A cuadro Paul A. Samuelson, Pre-
mio Nobel de Economla.

De un plumazo, Samuelson enaltece a Zedillo y pulveriza
a Miguel de la Madrid. “Fsta vez -en los afios noventa- vemos
un manejo mucho mejor por parte de México que el de la eri-
sis de la devaluacién en la década de los ochenta”.

Maestro de maestros, Samuelson “como experto en econo-
mia”, califica al Tratada de {.ihre Comerclo “cnn nueves y die-
ces con hase en las solias evidencias que ha hiabido hasta I
fecha™.

Y de ah{ para adelante. Empresarios exitosos, obreros fe-
MNees, capataces fogosos. todos sonrientes, dicen a cuadro que
el TLC es otra cosa.

Un México de 29 estados Chiapas, Guerrero y 0axaca no
parecen eslar en el Trafado.

Desde Juan Gallardo hasta Bill Gates: desde Salma Hayek
hasta Octavio Paz; desde un costeilo productor de marafion
hasta el jofe sindical de 12 empresa Nemak: desde Claudio X.
Gonzélez hasta Mario Spalz, direclor general de una compa-
fifa canadiense, jubiloso porque llegan papayas, cervezas y
guacamole para acompariar los nachos en su pueblo.

Preparativos en el Auditorlo Naclonal.

Oclavio Paz define en close up: “Aunque los Estados Unides
son la nacién mds poderosa de Ia ticera. su vida social y polf-
tica, lanlo cotno su e estin estrech \e asociados
a la situacién de México y de sus cien millones de habitantes.
Un México préspero y demncritico puede ser un poderoso fac-
tor de paz y de estabilidad en esta regién del mundo™.

Después de Paz. Salma. que habla en espaiiol y en inglés.
F1 video de Secofi pinta el éxito del tamaiio de la frontera.

Después vendra (linton a chorrear con datos frescos las olras
caras de la relacién. “Con menos del 5 por ciento de la pobla-
cion mundial consumimos un tercio de la cocafna mundial { ...)
En Eslados Unidos cada afio las diogas matan a 14 mil perso-
nas y le cuesta a nuestro pafs casi 70 mil millones de délares
por crf pensi trahajos perdidos, cuarpos mutilados
y vidas arruinadas. Cada afio nuestros oficiales y agentes arres-
tan a un milldn de personas bajo cargos de drogas™.

{EFORMA, jueves 8 de mayo de (997

“Las Mronteras separan, peeo tambicn unen. ¥ pueden ser i prerta de la comprensian,
la estabilidad y la mutua prosperidad”.

OCTAVIO PAZ,

Setenta mil inillones de ddlares. el doble de In que Mé-
xicn recibié en inversion exttanjera directa enlre 1994
1996. segin Secofi ’

Por eso el elogio de Clinton a las nuevas leyes contra la-
vado de dinern, a lus agentes muertos en combate, a I
grandes avances en la erradicacion de drogas™.

A las cifras quie, efectivainente, redujo el grupo de Fran
cisco Molina del INCD), que en paz descanse.

Molina, el misnw por el que pregunté Janet Reno a Jo-
sé Angel Gurrfa, el canciller mexic:inn aguelilia e ary-

"di6 a Washington para avisar que Antenio 1 e habia

sido destitvido como Procurador

-, Y Francisco Molina? -pregumts Renn

. eee

Para variar, las pinceladas mexicanas las puso Clinton.
Un pronto recuerdn de Hidalgo y Morelos, quienes “encen-
dieron 1a antorvha de la libertad para México™. Luego, los
ingredientes de la nueva asociacion entre las dos naciones.
la que debe de “arraigarse en un espiritu de respeto muto”.

Clinton recuerda a “e! gran lider mexirano, Benito Jud-
rez. cuya estatua s encuentra muy cerca de la Casa Blan-
ca. en Washington. quien dijo: el respeto al derecho ajeno
eslapaz’.

Al grano. Clinton se sincera: “"Abrazamos la sabidurla
de Judrez” por una “asociacion pacifica y préspera. lena
de respeto y dignidad”

Después, €l presidente estadounidense pinta sy raya.
*Somos yna nacidn de inmigrantes y también somas una
nacion de leyes. Asf come los que cumplen con nuestras lo-
yes son hienvenidos. los que no la respeten deben atener-
se a las consecuencias™,

Alif caben todos. Los hijos de Judrez que salen de la sie-
rra vixaqueia sin pinguna identidad més que su miseria
para cruzar la rayay comvertirse en fartor clave de anue
{la economia.

Clinton reitera en su discurso- “No habrd deportacio
nes masivas ni discriminacion”.

Las primeras, seguramente, no les convienen. L.o segun-
do estd por verse. Y asegura el mandatario de la nacién
més poderosa del mundo: “Tenemos una politica de inmi-
gracién, tal vez la més generosa del mundo. pero para que
pueda funcianar debemos ser una nacién que si cumple
con sus leves”.

Fs Clinton, of juarista Sabe anle guien habla. Total, del
asunto de violaciones o garantfas, golpizas, correlizas, ya
le hablaron A él y a su esposa muchas cosas fes contaron.

Vaya. en el alinuerzo de Hillary Clinton con 30 inujeres
mexicanas destacadas. que se realize en el Museo Rufino

Tamayo el medindia el martes. cuentan que se levanté una
dama para presentarse anle by visilante estadounidense

-Soy Mireille Roceatti, Presidenta de i Comision Nacio
wil de Derechos Hunmanos.

<l gohierno” - pregunta ifitlary inguicta.
—S1, y como enmprenederi fengio mucho teabajo.
Si heirez no hubicr mierto, olvo galle eantaria

“ote EFOMAL /L J00r wowwems
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Tlaloc seasomo
en Teotihuacan

Por Maria Efena Medina
BILL CLINTON Y SU ESPOSA SE RETRASARON AYER MAS DE

una hora en la cita que tenian en la Ciudad de los

Dioses. en Teotihuacan. Nada contento, tal vez,
Tlaloc amenazo con vientos y truenos vaciar un aguacero
sobre toda la comitiva, al Servicio Secreto, al Presidente
Ernesto Zedillo y su esposa, embajadores y demas.

Incluso Clinton dijo que los cohetes que estaban tronan-
do en la comunidad de al lado, que era San Martin de las Pi-
ramides. eran para atraer a la lluvia, y lo estaban logrando.

Tan no esperaban el mal tiempo, que las sefioras se cu-
brieron de las gotas con una improvisada sombrilla, blan-
co con azul, marcada. un poco sucia, y con la apariencia
de tener muchos afios sin usarse.

Mala jugada la de los dioses. Clinton no ascendio a las
pirdmides. mala jugada la de su rodilla.

Recorri6 la zona en una de tres combis descubiertas,
y en tres ocasiones descendid a apreciar el panorama. En
el dltimo de ellos le ensefiaron sobre una mesa, dentro
de una caja, las 70 figurillas que recién fueron halladas
en la zona.

Durante la explicacion que le dio sobre la zona arqueo-
légica el secretario técnico del Instituto Nacional de Antro-
pologia e Historia, Enrique Nalda Hernandez. Clinton no
desaprovechd la oportunidad para preguntarle sobre el sa-
queo de piezas arqueoldgicas, ya que gran parte de ellas
aparecen en los Estados Unidos. '

Nalda Herndndez le contesté que el sagueo terminé ha-
ce unos veinte arnos. ;Serd?

Al sitio asistieron también e] Gobernador del Estado de
México, César Camacho Quiroz, y su esposa, quienes se
quedaron con uno de los dos regalos que pensaban rega-
larle a Clinton en la mano, le dieron el tapete de Temoa-
ya, pero se quedaron con la campana de plata, que segiin
la costumbre indigena, cada vez que se toca sirve para es-
pantar a los malos espfritus. _

Supuestamente no les dio tiempo de entregarle la cam-

_pana, pero por ahf corrié el rumor de que no se lo pudie-
- ron entregar porque no habfa sido revisado por seguridad.

Clinton quedé impactado con la visita. Unos minutos
antes de terminar, coreado por los rayos, el viento y los co-
hetes, se animé a decir fuerte, ante la prensa y en inglés:
“Es impactante la forma en que estd (Teotihuacan), sim-
plemente pueden imaginarse c6mo era antes”, y explicé
que todas las construcciones estaban decoradas antes con
figuras de colores muy brillantes.

D DE BARNEY PARA CLINTON

Como despedida al presidente Clinton, unos 10 peque-
fios, de la guarderia de la Embajada de Estados Unidos en
México. le cantaron al mandatario, primero en espanol v
luego en inglés, la cancién de Barney, el dinosaurio rosa
con panza verde que es el gran fenémeno en los Estados
Unidos en la televisién publica educativa.
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Disecreto plan
de seguridad
en la despedida,

Por Jorge Reyes

EL PRESIDENTE BiLL CLINTON ABANDONG EL PAIS EN MEDIO DE UN DIs-
creto operativo de seguridad encabezado por elementos del
Ejército Mexicano y del Estado Mayor Presidencial, asi como
del equipo de seguridad norteamericano, quien mantuvo una
constante vigilancia aérea sobre el perimetro que conforma
el Aeropuerto Internacional de la Ciudad de México.

Poco después de las 8:00 de la noche arrib6 al hangar pre-
sidencial un convoy de 30 vehfculos, encabezado por la limo-
sina de Clinton, procedentes de las ruinas de Teotihuacan,
luego de que el Mandatario prefiriera realizar este viaje por
tierra y no por helicdptero, como lo hizo constantemente.

A las 8:10 de la noche Clinton, junto con su comitiva,
abordaron e avion con destino a Costa Rica, donde se reu-
nira con los presidentes de los paises centroamericanos.

» OrFrECE EU su Aroyo
A FISCALIA ANTIDROGA

Entrevistado en el hangar presidencial luego de despe-
dir al presidente Clinton, el secretario de Relaciones Exte-
riores, José Angel Gurria Trevino, aseguré que mas que
aceptar un préstamo ecopdémico del gobierno de Estados
Unidos, buscaria obtener la asesorfa técnica con que cuen-
ta ese Pais para fortalecer su lucha contra el narcotrafico.

El funcionario detallé que lo anterior se desprendid lue-
go de que la secretaria de Estado, Madeleine Albright, se
ofreciera a proporcionar un apoyo de 6 millones de déla-
res para que la recién creada Fiscalia Especial para la Aten-
cién de Delitos contra la Salud iniciara sus trabajos para
enfrentar el narcotrafico. . -

“El Grupo de Contacto de Alto Nivel sobre las drogas es-
taba platicando sobre la transformacién de la PGR y se
mencioné el hecho de que se est4 creando la Fiscalfa Es-
pecial, por lo que la sefiora Albright ofrecié un apoyo de 6
millones para los trabajos de la Fiscalfa, los cuales todavia
no sabemos ni de qué partida presupuestal vienen ni cé-
mo se pudieran aplicar. - '

“El tipo de contribuciones que ellos pueden hacernos no
es cuestion de que nos den un cheque de 6 millones de d¢-
lares, sino que tienen muchas cosas de entrenamiento, de
equipo, de tecnologia, de asistencia técnica, que ni siquiera
estan disponibles en el mercado y que le pueden ayudar mu-
cho a la Fiscalia Especial”. indicd.

Gurria Trevino sefialé que en las préximas semanas el pro-
curador general Jorge Madrazo Cuéllar y los funcionarios del
Departamento de Estado norteamericano podrian establecer
un primer contacto para analizar como se podria aplicar és-
te apoyo.para la lucha de México contra el narcotrafico.
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BILL CLINTON

Promete Clinton

Por Maria Elena Medina y Miguel Pérez

EL PRESIDENTE DigS ESTADOS UNIDGS, BiLL
Clinton, propuso ayer a México una aso-
clacion prospera que ayude a ia libertad
v la democracta y en contra de las dro-
gas. el crimen organizado y el deterioro
ambiental

Al hablar ayer en a Conferencia so-
bre el Presente y el Futuro de las Rela-
ciones México-Estados Unidos, que se
llevé a cabo en el Auditorio Nacional y
en la que también participd el Presiden-
te Emesto Zedillo, Clinton sefialéque la
“electricidad del cambio” ests surgien-
do en el Hemisferio y que éste es mas es-
peranzador en México.

La asociacion entre ambos paises. ex-
plicd, debera estar arrajgada en un es-
pintu de mutuo respeto, en ei que los
Estados Unidos abrace ia sabiduria de
Benito Judrez. “en donde el respeto al
derecho ajeno es la paz”, para conseguir
una sociedad pacifica y préspera, liena
de respeto y dignidad,

En lo que fue su ultimo discurso ofi-
cial de la visita de tres dias a México. el
Presidente de los Estados Unidos felici-
10 al puebio mexicano por las “reformas
politicas profundas que lo lievaran en ju-
lio a las elecciones mas intensamente
competidas de su historia’.

A lo largo de su discurso, los asisten-
tes lo interrumpieron en cinco ocasiones
para aplaudir los conceptos en los que re-

conocia, ademas. la recuperacion econg-

mica, el compromiso en el combate al
narcotrafico v ei respeto a la soberania.

Ademas de incluir a Judrez en su dis-
curso, Clinton nombrd a Hidaigo y a Mo-
relos para ejemplificar ia esperanza que
hay entre las dos naciones, tal como la
hubo cuando ambos Héroes de 1a Inde-
pendencia levantaron la antorcha de la
libertad hace das siglos.

Hizo referencia a la Ley de Inmigra-
cién de su pais mencionando que no ha-
bré deportaciones masivas de indocu-
mentados, ni discriminacién.

Defendid el Tratado de Libre Comer-
cio diciendo que éste debia medirse en
su impacto humano y enumeré los bene-
ficios que ha dado a miles de trabajado-
res mexicanos y estadounidenses.

» SIN FRONTERAS

Con la visita de Clinton a México. am-
bos paises reafirman su vojuntad de cons-
truir una frontera que acerque a las dos
naciones como iguales ¥ no que las sepa-
re. aseguro el Presidents Ernesto Zedillo.

“Una frontera que sea ia linea diviso-
ria entre dos naciones soberanas. no en-
tre la prospendad v la pobreza. que sea
la linea divisoria entre dos vecinos pros-
peros. no entre las oportunidades v Jas
carencias. Esa es ia frontera que quere-
mos para (oS mexicanos y los norteame-
ricanos del siglo XX1 v la edificaremos
con respelo, didlogo ¥ cooperacion. Lo-
das éstas. claves en ia relacion nuevaen-
tre México v los Estadas Unidos™, expre-
s¢ el Mandatario en sy discursa.

Reconocio que 1A reiacién bilateral
Trente al siglo XX! tiene nuevos retos. co-
mo el de saber equilibrar jo inmediato con
¢l largo piazo v respetar (as formas distin-
tas de ser y de sentir de los dos pueblos.
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En of Auditorio Nacionai, Clmton y Zedillo estrechan sus manos en acuerdo de una relacion max ﬂrmpera

Nza prospera

Una puerta al TLC hemisférico

Ven positivos los
resultados del
acuerdo entre
México, Estados
Unidos y Canada

Por Yadira Mena
y Rossana Fuentes=Berain

EN EL ULTIMO DIA DE LA VISITA DEL PRESI-
dente Bill Clinton a México, los secre-
tarios del Gobierno de Estados Unidos
coincidieron en que su pais tendra co-
mo prioridad de la agenda acelerar un
acuerdo hemisférico de libre comercio
para el afio 2005.

En materia comercial, dijeron, Es-
tados Unidos buscara la aprobacién de
la autoridad por el “fast track™ -que le
permita extender los acuerdos a otras
regiones- COMo Una estrategia de la ad-
ministracién. Sin embargo, reconocie-
ron, deberd quedar justificado que el
Tratado de Libre Comercio con México
v Canada tuvo resuitados positivos.

William Daley, Secretanio de Corner-

cio estadounidense. dijo que el estudio so-
bre los efectos del TLC de América del
Norte no se ha concluido. pero adelanté
que los primeros resultad postives.

Albright abundd en que América La-
tina es la figura central en la ‘agenda.
Caliﬁoo a su pals come la “nacién indis-

Tanto Daley como Thomas MclLarty,
consejero del Presidente Clinton, y Ma-
deleine Albright. Secretaria de Estado,
coincidieron en que América Latina se
ubicard en el primer plano de la agenda.

El vocero de Clinton. Mike Mc-
Curry. sefaid que los empresarios de
EU estdn haciendo esfuerzos por ha-
cer extensivo el TLC a todo el hemis-
ferio, mediante la figura legislativa co-
nocida como “fast track”.

ble*, que requiere de socios, ya
que “no puede hacer todo solo®,

“Nosotros necesitamos ayudar a
nuestros socios comerciales a crear ins-
tituciones democréticas durables que
promuevan el respeto a los derechos
humanas”, recalcd.

De ahi que es necesario crear una
fuerza conjunta para luchar y ganar ia
batalla contra el narcotrafico, el cri-
men, ia corrupcion y el trafico ilegal de
armas, explico.

A F1 Presidente dé Estados Unidos, Bl Clintoi

b 3 {a(
abandon6 ayer México a las 20:00 horas yse dl.\'lg'l’;5

a Costa Rica 8y24A
» Va Madeleine » Si Judrez no hubiera
Albrigth con ONG.......... MUETIO ....ocune restsrmnnasens BA
» Una frontera iguai....... 4A » Visita en imégenes

» Buscan reducir
violencia ....cocececeeereeveennees 4A

» La propuesta de EU
parael TLC....

Ioko NI/ Lus Jores Callegen
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S WILLIAM J. CLINTON EN L0S
Euemposdel'respew alaso-

beranfa® y la 'Asocindén
para la Pmspendax o

Con el pie bueno, sigue el ritmo

de los tambores tlaxcaltecas. Con” -

musica de mariachi. balancea su
cuerpo de un iado al otro de su silla
de pldstico. Abre la boca, se rie con
los dientes hacia afueray, con voz ba-
jita, comienza a cantar.

—iClelito Lindou...
lloures!

Es el Presidente de los Estados
Unidos en plena iuna de miel en su
relacién con el Gobierno de Emesto
Zedillo, quien. sentado a su izquier-
da. no oculta su contento.

Clinton cantando. Clinton co-
miendo escamoles con nopalitos.
Clinton con una cerveza XX en 1a ma-
no. Clinton de sombrero de .paja.
Clinton abrazando a un Caballero Ti-
gre. Clinton, detrds de una méscara
de sefior barbudo, besando a la més-
cara de otro serior. de bigetillo, con
Hillary Clinton detrés.

Es Clinton con un billete de 100p&
508 en la mano para tratar de pagar
las muchas artesanias que no caben

. en las manos de los agentes del servi-

Canta y no

cio-secreto que lo acompanan. Es.

“Clin-ton. Clin-ton, ;Clintén!” en la
voz chillona de una muchedumbre
que se amontona, que se empuja y se
jalonea detras de una valla para tocar-
lo. Es Clinton. el que se deja bendecir
por Guadaiupe Pérez. una ancianita
sin dientes. Clinton que permanece 15
minutos dentro de la iglesia de la
Asuncién. Clinton. colocdndose tres
flores rojas de piastico en ei ojal del
sacn. Es Clinton -en palabras de Zedi-

1CIELITO LiNpou!”

Ulo~, “e! amigo de los mexicanos™.
Es, en suma. Clinton, el Presiden-
te Clinton, ddndose un bafto dspue: ;

a la multitud que Io aplauday agm. '

miles de banderitas- nadieseresists.

Luego del showert ef Alditorio, la”
visita en Tlaxcala: Mevican courious:
Con un Presidente de Estados Unidos
emocionado y sonrients, dejandose
jalar por 1a gente, escuchando pedi-
dos en una lengua que no entiende,
tocando manes que no conoce, fir-
mando autégrafos, besando nh’ws.
Todo dentro de un gran
endquehlog(sﬂcadeuisdetama
felicidad funciond perfectamenta. Si
acaso, en Ja cultura- tipicamente
priista en que el festejo seinspird, so-
lamente faltaron ias matracas.. o

—{This is good!, {Very good!, gri-
ta Hillary Clinton al encontrarse dos
méscaras huehues en el puesto co-
locado ex profeso para que el matri-
monio presidencial comprara algu-
na artesanfa. A las risas (siempre de
frente al grupo de fotégrafos y cama-
rografos de su pafs), los Clinton se
colocan las mdscaras y posan para
1a foto del beso entre moros y cris-
tianos.

Luego, todo termina. Clinton me-
te la mano a un bolsilio de su panta-
i6n -el mismo en que guarda la tar-
jeta magnética que ie permite accio-
nar el control nuclear del pais mds
poderaso de nuestro tiempo- y saca
el billete de 100 pesos. Paga y, den-
tro de una caravana de 34 vehiculos,
sale rumbo a Teotlhuac4n, la itima
narada en su visita a Méxien
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Clinton Touts Hemispheric Free Trade

U.S. president advocates plan for a trade accord among all of

Tlaxcalans Celebrate Visit
By U.S. Presidential Couple

TLAXCALA, Tlax. — People -
were given flags and a free ride
here Wednesday to preet
President Clinton, whose trip to
Mexico was being managed to
avoid protests.

For Clinton’s first contact with
“ordinary” Mexicans, Tlaxcala
could not have been a better
choice as the epitome of laid-
back, sunny Mexico. « Page 5

.'J.-.--'l . \\-..

CARLOS RAMOS

TLAXCALA, Tlax. — Presidents Ernesto Zedillo Ponce de Leon and Bill Clinton wave among a

crowd of chiidren in Tiaxcala Wednesday. The U.S. first couple headed for Costa Rica
Wednesday night.
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Friendly Crowd For Clinton In Tlaxcala Is No Surprise

By HENRY TRICKS
Reuters

TLAXCALA. Tlax. — Crowds of pro-government Mexicans were given U.S. flags,
packed lunches and a free ride 10 this quiet southern town on Wednesday to greet
U.S. President Bill Clinton. whose trip to Mexico was being carefully managed to

avoid any embarrassing protests.

For Clinton’s first encounter with ‘‘ordinary™’

Mexicans, kept until the last day of

his three-day visit, the colonial city of Tlaxcala 75 miles east of Mexico City could
not have been better chosen as the epitome of sunny. laid-back. trouble-free Mexico.
Long in the grip of the ruling Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI), picturesque
Tlaxcala suffers none of the grinding poverty, political violence or guerrilia revolts
that afflict other Mexican tourist destinations such as Oaxaca or Chiapas.
Thousands of campesinos. wearing donated Tlaxcala baseball caps, and waving

Mexican and U.S. flags, were bused in by the government on Wednesday 1o see their

first visiting foreign president.

They expressed fierce loyalty to President Ernesto Zedillo and warm suppor for his
guests, Clinton and wife Hillary, even though there was muffled anger over U.S.
immigration laws that threaten many Mexicans with deportation.

**If we went there, they would send us back here with a boot up the backside, but

our arms are wide open to Clinton,

'* said a smiling Alberta Fernandez Martinez, a

campesino from the town of Huamantla in the state of Tlaxcala.

Surrounded by hundreds of fellow farm workers, she said that all the local
supporters of Zedillo’s PRI had been invited to see Clinton, much in the way that
they are bused to political rallies to suppor the party, which has ruled Mexico for 68

unbroken years.

Besides the chance of a day out, they were given the usual prize for atiendance — a

sandwich. two oranges and a fruit juice.

**This is Clinton: we ought to be eating McDonalds, not bread like ducks,*

a friend

of Fernandez Martinez joked.”” There was no opposition support or anti-American
sentiment visible within blocks of the spruced up city square where Clinton was

expected to press the flesh later.

**Tlaxcala Is one of the most peaceful cities in Mexico. That is why they are

bringing Clinton here,"’

said Jose Luis Guetierrez, keyboard player in a pop band

that was warming up to keep the waiting crowds entertained.
Not taking any chances even with the carefully selected crowd, heavily armed
troops, explosives experts and sharpshooters even in the belltower of Tlaxcala's

main church, were at the ready since dawn.

“rowds lining up to enter the squarg were searched with metal detectors,
picious-looking bags of foods were confiscated and street vendors were turned

~ay.

But locals who faced any inconvenience largely shrugged it off. noting that

Tlaxcala — one of the first Mexican towns to welcome Spanish conquistadors as
allies against their Aztec enemies in the 16th century — was well-known for its

warmth to foreigners.

**They call us traitors in the rest of Mexico,”

Sanchez. **

" said shoeshmer Silvino Varela

But we have a saying here:If you can't beat your enemy, join him.”*’

Clinton Serenades Tlaxcala

Reuters

*‘Buenos Dias, Tlaxcala,™

spectacular pyramids of Teotihuacan.

drove a mile through Tlaxcala.

bands spaced throughout.

Zedillo and his wife, Nilda Patricia.

They burst into tears of joy afterward.

Catholic structure in the New World.

traditional -song, **Cielito Lindo.””
clapped his hands to the music.

TLAXCALA. Tiax. — U.S. President Bill Clinton escaped from the confines of
closed meeting rooms to piay tourist on Wednesday and the people of Tlaxcala
welcomed him by tossing clouds of confetti into the air.

Clinton said to thousands of cheering Mexicans who
turned out in the town square to see Clinton and Mexican President Emesto Zedillo.

Clinton spent the last day of his three-day visit 10 Mexico out of the capital. He
traveled by helicopter to this 500-year-old town and later was 1o visit the nearby

Soon after his helicopter landed on a soccer field, Clinton was in a motorcade that

Thousands of people lined the street, and from the balconies of buildings above,
Mexicans tossed bags of red. white, green and blue confetti. The squares of paper
coated the street and sprinkled onto the vehicles. People sang songs piayed by mariachi

The entourage stopped at the town square and Clinion, still on crutches from a March
14 knee injury, climbed a podium situated in front of the 16th century palace housing
the Tlaxcala state capital. With him was Mrs. Clinton, Mexican President Emesto

Clinton shook hands with the enthusiastic crowd along the ropeline after his speech
as a mariachi band played, **Viva Mexico."
was wearing a suit and held up a sign that said. **Welcome President Clinton.™*
signed it, patted the lad on the head and posed for pictures with him and his mother.

Later, Clinton donned a cowboy hat and sat in the sun to watch a colorful dance
performance. Traditional dancers wore headdresses festooned with brightly colored
feathers. Mexicans wearing sombreros pounded drurns.

This was outside the San Francisco monastery complex. the oldest permanem

Clinton sang along when a group of children dressed in red costumes sang the
He later joined them on stage and swayed and

Nine-_vear-old Aldo Herrera Vallad_olid
Clinton

Respect For Mexico A Central Theme Of Clinton’s Visit

By ARSHAD MOHAMMED
Reuters

At every step of his state visit to
Mexico, President Clinton has taken
pains to pay respect to the country's
sovereignty and labored to assvage
Mexican anxieties about its large,
northern neighbor.

Joined by a 2,000-mile border but
divided by sharp disputes over
migration and drugs, the United States
and Mexico have a history of mutual
suspicion that Clinton's visit, the first
by a U.S. president since 1990, was
designed in part to dispei.

And he has made his message clear
from his first stop at Mexico's National
Museum of Anthropology, which he
pronounced ‘'magnificent.’’ 10 a
nationally televised speech Wednesday,
where he called for a relationship of
“‘respect and dignity.”” **To succeed,
the partnership must be rooted in a
spirit of mutual respect,”” Clinton said.
**Today, I reaffirm to the people of
Mexico . . . we seek a peaceful,
prosperous partnership filled with
respect and dignity."" In virtually every
speech, Clinton has stressed the United
States’ respect for Mexican sovereignty,
an issue that cuts deeply in Mexico
where the memories of repeated U.S.
invagions of its southern neighbor
remain fresh.

Clinton’s visit coincides with the

150th anniversary of the U.S. capture of
Mexico City in 1847 during the
Mexican-American War, when U.S.
troops hoisted their flag over the capital
city.

In a particularly potent gesture,
Clinton Tuesday laid a wreath at a
monument to Mexico’s Bov Heroes,
which celebrates six teen-age Mexican
cadets who died when U.S. invaders
seized the historic Chapultepec Castle
150 years ago.

As a result of that war, Mexico lost
more than half its territory to its
northern neighbor, leaving a bitter taste
to this day.

On more substantive matters, like the
fight against drugs, Clinton has sought
to defuse tensions by admitting that the
huge U.S. demand for narcotics is at the
root of the problem. rather than simply
blaming Mexico for its huge drug
traffic.

Although Clinton’s visit has been
marked by some protests, including a

demonstration by several hundred .

Mexican leftists who burned U.S. flags
outside the U.S. embassy Monday, his
diplomatic efforts appear to have borne
some fruit.

La Jornada, a respected left-leaning
daily newspaper, Tuesday denounced
anti-drug accords signed by the United
States and Mexico as "‘injurious to
(Mexico's) national sovereignty.’" But
by Wednesday. it had changed its tune,

saying that Clinton’s three-day trip had
taken place in a ‘‘cordial and
understanding aimosphere,’” that solid
diplomatic work had taken place and
that tensions beiween the two countries
had eased.

*‘This is worthy of praise. as were the

appropriate gestures of the foreign head
of state, in particular his visit to the
Boy Heroes monument., as well as his
recognition that the vast consumption of
drugs in his country is a central part of
the narcotics problem,”’ the newspaper
wrote in an editorial.
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Clinton Calls For NAFTA Expansion

By KELLY LIBRERA
The News Staff Reporter

U.S. President Bill Clinton and key Cabinet
members called Wednesday for the
expansion of the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA), putting plans in
motion for a trade accord between aH
American nations within a decade.

“We must accelerate the pace of (NAFTA)
cfforts, to reach more people and more
communities. And we must include more
nations in our partnership, so that we can
achieve our goal of a Frec Trade Area of the
Amcricas,” Clinton said during a moming
press conference held at the Mexico City
Auditorium.

Clinton said Mexico and the United States
fought for NAFTA together in 1993 and have
now proven to naysayers that the binational
determination and resolve was warranted.

“Four years ago . . . many people in both
our countries painted a dark picture of lost
jobs and boarded up factories. They were
wrong. NAFTA is working for America and
it is working for Mexico,” Clinton said.

The U.S. president said trade between the
twe nations has grown nearly 60 percent;
Mexico is currently the U.S."s third largest
trade partner behind Japan which has an
economy 15 times larger than Mexico's,
Clinton also said U.S. exports to Mexico
have grown 37 percent since the
implementation of NAFTA.

According to Clinton, Mexico has also
benefited from NAFTA and has created one
million new jobs, cut inflation by more than
half and regained the confidence of foreign
investors since 1993.

President Emesto Zedillo Ponce de Leon
agreed with Clinton’s evaluation
Wednesday, and said the commercial
exchange between the two nations has grown
more than 50 percent since last year, which
brings the total value of Mexico-U.S. trade to

m
TLAXCALA -- President Ernesto Zedillo Ponce de Leon waves a copy of a

JAVIER SANCHEZ

local paper welcoming U.S. President Bill Clinton to Tlaxcala as First Lady

Hillary Clinton applauds.

150 billion dollars.

“We, as Mexicans, think of the free trade
agreement as one of the most powerful
motors of our time for development,” Zedillo
said. “We think it capable of transforming
goals into opportunities, changing inequality
into equality, and converting injustices, the
sources of conflict, into just bases of
harmony and cooperation.”

Top U.S. Cabinet members also offered
their own optimistic appraisal of the free
trade agreement Wednesday to business
leaders gathered at the American Chamber of
Commerce.

Secretary of State Madeleine Albright,

Comnerce Secretary Bill Daley and Special
Envoy for the Americas Thomas “Muck™
Mcl arty applauded NAFTA and said they plan
to build upon its successes and work to create a
Free Trade Area of the Americas by 2005.

“The Tree Trade Arca of the Americas is
the next logical step,” Bill Daley said. “We
have to keep the momentum going . . . we
need to be in the game or the United States
will be in a disadvantageous position.”

Rebutting NAFTA critics, Daley said
exports to Mexico and Canada have grown
80 percent since the pact’s initiation, and now
support close to three million U.S. jobs,
300,000 of which were created after 1993,
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‘When Growth Isn’t Enough

Latin America's economies have These reforms would benefit the ROMULO O'FARRILL, JR.
New York Times Editorial grown 3 percent a year in this decade, a United States as well. Middle-class President and Publisher
welcome contrast to the sharp decline Latin Americans will be less likely to
during the debt crisis of the {980s. But emigrate. The wealthier people become, .
s President Clinton meets many forget that from World War Il to  the more they will buy American
with Central American 1980, Latin America grew 5.5 percent exports. The United States now exports DAN DIAL
and Caribbean leaders each year. Its swift population growth more to Central America than it does to Editor
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that some basic economic  percent. ) former Soviet Union. .

assumptions have changed. A few years
ago, despite warnings from many
economists,  politicians in Latin
America and Washington assumed that
economic growth alone would take care
of even the poorest Latin Americans.
Many people believed them. They do
not anymore. Growth has been too slaw,
and in Latin America, which has the
largest gap between rich and poor, the
gains have gone mainfy to the rich,
buying too many cell phones and not
enough rice.

Because of incquality and high
population growth, there are more poor
people in Latin America than ever
before. Market reforms have removed
many disastrous policies and
bureaucratic obstacles to long-term
growth and possibly long-term relief for
the poor. But Latin governments are
now realizing that even with market
economies, they need sound social
policies and stronger cducation and
health systems to reduce poverty on a
broad scale. The Inter-American
Development Bank is now focusing on
such programs. Ciinton mentioned
poverty, but the issue deserves more
¢ ‘s than it is getting.

The picture is not uniformly bleak.
Several countries have reduced poverty
since 1990, mainly by taming inflation,
which is hardest on the poor. Brazil is
the most recent success. But this is a
dividend that only pays out once. To
sustain the decrease in poverty levels,
countries would do well to copy Chile’s
example. Chile has not only enjoyed
steady growth but has moved to attack
poverty in ways the market cannot.
Among its important initiatives have
been reforms in the education system,
including special emphasis on better
elementary schooling for poor children.
Bolivia has also made important
reforms. Social security is now more
accessible to the poor, and new banks
specialize in very small loans.

Other nations have been less
innovative. In gencral, Latin countries
need to invest much more than they have
in basic health and primary education,
which have been slighted in favor of
universities and high-tech urban hospitals
that largely help the middle class. They
should also focus on women and girls,
who are the poorest. Many needed
reforms, such as widening access to
credit or land tities, cost very little.

Clinton is hearing complaints from
leaders who have watched with dismay
as the United States shifted its trade and
investment to Mexico after the signing
of the North American Free Trade
Agreement. The World Bank estimated
that the Caribbean could see Mexico
take over a third of its exports to the
United States. Clinton should renew
efforts in Congress to give hard-hit
exports from the Caribbean the same
entry to the United States that Mexico
€njoys.

The United States is also 20 million
dollars in arrears to a special fund at the
Inter-American Development Bank that
finances anti-poverty projects in Latin
America’s five poorest countries.
Congress should promptly pay off that
shortfall.

Clinton has a lot 10 talk about during
his journey, including migration,
environmental protection and drugs. But
he should make time to talk about
fighting poverty. Washington played a
major role in persuading Latin America
to institute free-market reforms. It can
now usefully promote a second wave of
reforms to extend the market’s benefits
to the poor.

JONATHAN WHITAKER  Managing Editor
.
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ID0-BITE Cerca de las 8 de la noche, Bill Clinton abandond él Pais en medio de un discreto operativo de seguridad, encabezado por efectivos
MO del Ejército Mexicano y del Estado Mayor Presidencial, asi como del equipo de seguridad norteamericano.

EL LARGO Ap10S DE BiLL CLINTON

La jornada se inici6 con la reunion empresarial en el-Auditorio Nacional; posteriormente,
Ernesto Zedillo y Bill Clinton se trasladaron a Tlaxeala para después viajar a Teotihuacan
y realizar un rapido recorrido por la zona arqueolégica. Finalmente Clinton fue despedido
en el acropuerto capitalino, de donde partio rumbo a Costa Rica.

FOTOS: LUIS JORGE GALLEGOS, MIGUEL.VELASCO Y DIEGO TREVINO
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- E}‘;’,";"? '. Cerea de las 8 de la noche, Bill Clinton abandoné el Pais en medio de un discreto operativo de seguridad, encabezado por cfectivos
erprventepe del Ejército Mexicano y del Estado Mayor Presidencial, asi como del equipo de seguridad norteamericano.

La jornada se inicio con la reunién empresarial en el Auditorio Nacional; posteriormente,
Ernesto Zedillo y Bill Clinton se trasladaron a Tlaxcala para después viajar a Teotihuacan
y realizar un rapido recorrido por la zona arqueologica. Finalmente Clinton fue despedido

en el aeropuerto capitalino, de donde partio rumbo a Costa Rica.
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La jornada se inicid con la reunion empresarial en el Auditorio Nacional; posteriormente,
Ernesto Zedillo y Bill Clinton se trasladaron a Tlaxcala para después viajar a Teotihuacdn
y realizar un rdpido recorrido por la zona arqueoldgica. Finalmente Clinton fue despedido
en el aeropuerto capitalino, de donde partio rumbo a Costa Rica. _
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En Tlaxcala. £

tro con el otro Mérico.

foto. RLIOMLA 7 kqueh YeiDco

Por César Romero Jacobo
AFIESTA FUE EN GRANDE. LUEGO DEL ROMANCE, [AS ALIAN-
zas contri el narco, las declaraciones sobre migra-
cién y las mutuas -y muchas-, promesas. ayer fue
el dfa de los grandes puiblicos: el del México que cabe en el
TLC. y el otru, el Méxicn de los que se van de ilegales.

Para Willliam Clinton, ayer fue el dfa de tocar los dos
exlremos que, en la historia y ¢n la vida diaria, se frolan
con la realidad estadounidense.

Esta historia comienza al amanecer. En la ciudad de
Tlaxcala:

De La Malinche, de Calculalpan, de Huamantia, de Api-
zaco y de distinlos pueblitos del estado, salieron los auto-
buses con gente humilde que llegaron al zécalo de Tlaxca-
la a aplaudir, vilorcar, a agitar banderilas y engalinar el
acto popular de la visita de Bifl Clinton a México.

La genle venla porque querfa, eso es lo que decfan sus
lideres al pasarles lista en "El Trébol™, el crucero a la en-
trada de la ciudad donde los bajaban. Cada una pasaba
por su banderita: Tlaxcala, México o Estados Unidos. To-
dos en fila, caminaban algunas cuadras, pasando el pri-
mer retén (para vehfculos) y luego otro, con detector de
metales y cdmaras de video grabando a todo el que entra-
ra a la Plaza de la Constituci6n de Tlaxcala.

Después, nada mas habfa que cruzar una doble reja de
metal, aceptar la inspeccién de -literalmente- cientos de
agentes del Estado Mayor Presidencial, Policfa Municipal,
judiciales del estado y, mas discretamente, también de un
grupo de Marines, agentes del Servicio Secreto de Estados
Unidos, y ya. A esperar. Cuatro horas y media después, lle-
garian los presidentes. Primero, Emesto Zedillgaimbéxico.

Con toda la logfstica de los grandes aclos‘ier en

México -soldados en las azoteas con enormes bolsas de pa-
pel picado para tirar, animadores estruendosos al micré-
fono, portistas profesionales en los lugares estratégicos,
gorrilas y lunches para los més aplicados-, 1a celebracion
fue, en palabras de William J. Clinton. el escenario ideal
para “celebrar la felicidad de nuestra visita a México™.

“iClinton/ Amigo/ El pueblo estd contigo!™, le gritarian
algunos. .

;Acarreados para el Presidente de Estados Unidos?...
“jUnfR, imposible!", dijo, tapandose el sol con ambas ma-
nos, un alto funcionario mexicano. En todo caso, en la lo-
gistica, detras de tanta “felicidad™, nomas faltaron las
matracas.

» ‘HaBiA QUE DECIRLO’

Llegaron los presidentes. Pasaditas de la 1 de tarde. Pri-
mero Zedillo, de pie, s6lo a media calle, esperando a su ho-
mélogo. Uno, dos, tres minulos -el lenguaje de los simbo-
los, al fin- se da la media vuella y se dirige a una banque-
la en la que decenas de personas le echan porras, le

" extienden [as manos y le regalan sonrisas.

-Que dicen los giieros que ya llegé su jele -informa un
edecan presidencial al oido del general Roberlo Miranda,
jefe del Estado Mayor Presidencial.

-Cuando esté abajo de la camioneta, me dices-, susu-
ITa, enérgico, el militar.

Lleg6 Clinton y la gente aplaudié, grit6 y (algunos) tam-
bién silbaron.

La 1:25. Los discursos. Los de siempre. Mds empala-
£0S08S.

Salvo el de José Antonio Alvarez Lima, ¢l gobernador
anfitrién. Para comenzar suelta: “jEsta bienvenida cdlida
y digna es para usted, sefior Presidente Zedillo, para que
sienta la fuerza del pueblo cerca de usted. También para
que el seiior Presidenle Clinlon sepa que queremos rela-
ciones amistosas, sinceras, maduras con los Estados Uni-
dos, de igual a igual™.



Casi a gritos, agrega: “No puedo dejar de mencionar
también nuestra preocupacion por los derechos humanos
de nuestros paisanos en los Estados Unidos. |El respeto en-
tre los paises sélo se da con el respeto entre las personas!”

-Se lucié, Gobernador-, se le reconoce desde un nacio-
nalismo vergonzante, minutos después.

-Habia que decirlo. Habia que decir ciertas cosas.

» MeExicaN COURIOUS

- —Retdrica aparte. _

Hace 20 afios, Carlos Monsivdis definia a la clase me-
dia de los suburbios de las grandes ciudades como la “pri-
mer generacion de estadounidenses nacidos en México”.

Ayer, mirando a los grupos de adolescentes de rostros
mestizos, casi indigenas que llegaban al lugar con sus ca-
misetas de los Bulls, sus jeans Levis, con sus tenis dizque
Nike, sus gorritas de los Houston Oilers y sus banderitas
(obviamos el Pais) amarradas a la cabeza. es obligado pen-
sar mas en un Clinton que habla de “integracion inevita-
ble” y "asociacion para la prosperidad”.

Entonces es facil hacer a un lado las viejas férmulas de
la politica mexicana -lo que José Ldpez Portillo llamé en
1995 “una actitud antiimperialista, para defendernos’-, y
aceptar que el Presidente Zedillo camine detrés de la limo-
sina del Presidente de Estados Unidos v declare abierta-
mente: “Demostramos que en paz. con respeto y cooperd-
cion, se logra mds que con enojo y encono”.

Para comenzar, fue Clinton quien hablé en espafiol:
“.Buenos dias, Tlaxcala!", dijo a eso de Ia 1:35 cuando to-
ma, el micréfono. Luego, es la gente. los tlaxcaltecas, quie-
nes en euférica embestida se arremolinaban contra las va-
llas para gritarle a Clinton cuénto lo querian y, casi, exi-
girle su mano para tocarla. “;Welcome to Tlaxcala!”, le
decia alguno. Otra, una nifia. llorando de emocion, pedia.
“iYo, yo, yo!”, para poder saludario.

Guadalupe Pérez. mujer de 73 anos. detiene e} paso -de
suyo lento- de Clinton. Zedillo y la marana de agentes espe-
ciales de los dos paises, camarografos. fotografos v hasta re-
porteros que van echando chispas en su derredor. “;Que Dios
te cuide!”, dice la mujer al terminar de bendecir la cabeza,
un tanto agachada, del Presidente de los Estados Unidos.

En el ex convento de San Francisco, liega el climax de
la fiesta.

Las 2:10. Con el pie bueno, el izquierdo, Clinton sigue
el ritmo de los concheros de Tlaxcala. Un grupo de dan-
za folkldrica baila para los visitantes. Clinton comienza
a sonrefr.

Para el sol, se pone un sombrero de paja. Cuando el nifio
Moisés Galicia le canta aquello de “jque linda es mi bandera/
si alguno Ja mancilla, le parto el corazon!”, Clinton parece en-
cantado. Baila, desde su lugar, con la cabeza y el cuerpo.

Luego, con un coro de nifios del lugar sigue, abriendo
mucho la boca, la cancién Cielito Lindo.

Voltea a decirle algo a Thomas McClarty, y en un instan-
te, tres agentes del servicio secreto -1a logfstica de la felici-

-dad- corren a preparar la subida del Presidente al escena-

rio. Allf, Clinton y Zedillo abrazan nifiitos y bailan con ellos.

Después, ya con un collar de cuentas de madera al cue-
lo. entra al patio central del ex convento -huele a fresco,
con pasto en el piso y un enorme arreglo de flores violetas
al centro- a comer nopalitos, arroz, jescamoles!, pipidn y,
para beber, una cerveza Dos Equis. De postre. tanto €l co-
mo su esposa, saborean dulce de tejocote.

Entonces, segun los testigos, es cuando Clinton “mejor
hablé” con el Presidente Zedillo.

Luego, a eso de las 4:30, el visitante salié. con dos bas-
tones de artesania en lugar de muletas -gringo al fin-, rum-
bo al infaltable rito de la compra de souvenirs.

-This is good!, ;Very good!-, grita Hillary Clinton al encon-
trarse dos mascaras huehues -las del pueblo de San Pablo
Apetatldn, las que se usan en el carnaval para representar las
batallas entre moros y cristianos-, en el puesto colocado ex
profeso para que el matrimonio presidencial compre aigo.

Con complicaciones mayores para juntar los tres mil
pesos que cuesta un sarape que le gusté al Presidente de
Estados Unidos -"no se valen regalos”, dice uno de sus
acompanantes-, finalmente William Clinton. besando las
mejillas de las hijas del gobernador de Tlaxcala. concluye
su bano de pueblo mexicano.
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RES DIAS DE CONSTANTE PRESENCIA POLICIACA Y LA DE-
| tencién de lideres de organizaciones urbano po-
pulares fueron suficientes para garantizar que el
Presidente William Clinton llegara a la embajada de
su pafs sin la mas minima manifestacién de protesta.
Ayer, en punto de las 18:51 horas el Mandatario
estadounidense Hegd a la reunion pactada con per-
sonal de la sede diplomatica donde permanecio ape-
nas por espacio de 40 minutos. .

Afuera. al menos mil policias y grupos de militares
velaban por su seguridad. Tres vallas de uniformados.
una reja, de dos metros y medio de alto, perros de ata-
que y granaderos separaron a la gente que caminaba
sobre Reforma de las puertas de la embajada.

El Angel de la Independencia era rodeado por mas
uniformados quienes se mantuvieron firmes pormés
de cinco horas con perros policfas. Frente a la emba-
jada habfa -més presencia de la fuerza publica: dos
largas hileras de granaderos. " .-

Mientras el Presidente William Clinton permane-
cfa en la reunién, militares y elementos del grupo es-
pecial de disuasién circulaban sobre Avenida Refor-
ma.Esta vez. no aparecieron integrantes de organiza-
ciones urbano populares como sucedieron los dos dfas
anteriores. Ayer estuvieron ocupados en las agencias
del Ministerio Piblico, ubicadas en los airededores de
la ciudad buscando a sus 50 comparieros detenidos
acusados de dafo a monumentos histéricos.

William Clinton sali6 a las 19:25 rumbeo al aero-
puerto capitalino, sin problemas, la fuerza publica
mexicana cumplié perfectamente su trabajo.

“Ahora sf vamonos a descansar, al fin que ya se
fue el gliero™. solt6 un granadero secindose el sudor
tras permanecer mas de seis horas de pie.

. Por Daniel Lizérraga

Se va la comitiva,
vuelve normalidad

Por Alberto Lozano

DESPUES DE TRES DiAS DE MUCHO TRABAJO Y POCAS PROPINAS, AYER
fue un dia de efimera bonanza para meseros v conserjes del
Hotel Presidente Intercontinental, quienes durante una se-
mana fueron la envidia de otros empleados de negocios ale-
danos que debieron permanecer cerrados con motivo de la
visita del presidente William Clinton a México.

Y es que desde el lunes pasado, la mayoria de las cerca
de 639 habitaciones que quedaron a disposicion de la co-
mitiva. fueron ocupadas por personal de seguridad. cuva
ultima preocupacion fue la de adornarse con las propinas.

Poco mas de 300 miembros del Estado Mavor Presiden-
cial tuvieron la oportunidad de degustar el menu de siete
restaurantes, ya fuera de comida italiana, francesa o mexi-
cana, a cambio de la entrega de un vale que la mayor parte
de las ocasiones no fue acompariado de monedas ni billetes.

Aver, con motivo del acarreo de equipaje en decenas de
gondolas doradas. los huéspedes de 33 suites de lujo, asi
como de la Suite Presidencial v la Suite Gobernador, se des-
prendieron de billetes verdes de diversa denominacion, que
en algunas casos. alcanzaron las 50 unidades, segun se jac-
taron los propios “botones”.

Ademas la despedida de Clinton v miembros de su Ga-
binete propicio el relajamiento de medidas de seguridad
tanto internas como externas y por ende, el hotel del “cha-
pulin” reabrié sus puertas a huéspedes comunes. comen-
sales mas dadivosos que los del Estado Mayor Presidencial
e incluso, visitantes sin gafetes a su area de Lobby Bar.

La salida definitiva del presidente Clinton y su esposa
Hillary, hacia las 10:00 horas. motivé el traslado individual

o en conjunto de cientos de ciudadanos estadounidenses -

hacia el Aeropuerto Internacional de la Ciudad de México.

La secretaria de Estado. Madeleine Albright. fue escoltada
por una docena de marines al Lobby, a cuyas puertas ya le es-
peraba el Cadillac gris, con placas 01BD. que le prest6 duran-
te s estancia en México el embajador James Jones.

Apenas cruzd la puerta que la condujo a la calle Cam-
pos Eliseos, los militares
de ambas naciones hicie-
ron maletas, y a bordo de
autobuses. emprendieron
la retirada.

Las rejillas blancas
que sirvieron para aislar
al hotel de visitantes inde-
seables, por io menos du-
rante dos semanas, tam-
bién fueron levantadas

minutos después de que -

la dltima caravana de au-
tomoviles. camionetas,
patrullas y motocicletas
que resguardaba la segu-
ridad de Albright, se per-
did de vista.

A nuestro bider ke sorprendieron en las olicinas de fa agrupacion. Fueron einen sujetos gue se
identiticaron como agentes de Gobernacidn. senalaron simpatizames de Teodoro Palomino.
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Reportan abusos policiacos

"Hubo cincuenta
aprehensiones

Denuncian organiza-
ciones populares ‘de-
tenciones politicas’

Por Daniet Lizirraga
REIPRESENTANTES BARZONIST A5, DEL CEUL 14
Asamblea de Barrios y Alianza Socialis-
ta calificaron como “detenciones politi-
cas” las detenciones de 50 de sus lide-
res. quienes organizaban protestas con-
tra el Presidente William Clinton, y
aseguraron que el operativo de repre-
sion fue orquestado por el Estado Ma-
yor Presidencial y la Inleligencia nor-
teamericana

La mayoria de Jas aprehensiones. di-
jeron, estuvicron estrategicamente dise-
nadas y nanejadas a discrecion en cen-
tros de trabajo. en los locales de s agru-
paciones, asi como en Ciudad
Universitaria y los alrededores del Angel
de la Independencia. donde estaba pro-
gramada una concentracion pacifica.

De esta forma, Rodollo Pichardo, de

la Asambiea de Barrios, y Luis I'lores. de
Alianza Socialista, advirlieron que los
detenidos enfrentan cargos prefabrica-
dos y carentes de sustento comno daios
a la Nacion y sedicion.

En este contexto, enfatizaron que lus
aprehendidos sufrieron interrogalorins
policiacos con la finalidad de que pro-
porcionaran nombres de dirigentes, ac-
ciones a seguir y ademnds pretendian
obligarlos a firmar denunicias contra sus
representantes

Uno de los cusos que mas destacaron
fue el de Teodoru Palomino, dirigente de
Alianza Socialista, quien estd acusado
de portacién de arma prohibida. sin que
hasta el momentlo tenga posibilidad de
salir bajo ianza.

“A nuestro lider lo sorprendieron en
las oficinas de la agrupacion. Fueron
cinco sujetos que se identificaron como
agentes de Gobernacion y lo obligaren a
poner sus huellas sobre una pistola ca-
libre 227, dijo Luis Flores.

Mientras tanto, en los alrededores
del Angel de la Independencia, los lide-

res ceuistas Victor Valero, Fernando
Guzman y Gonzalo Badillo fueron inter-
ceplados por sujetos vestidos de civil
cuando pretendfan incorporarse a la
marcha de protesta.

Hasla la mafiana de ayer, aparecie-
ron consignados bajo el cargo de dafio a
monumentos histdricos y poco después
del medio dia tndavia no rendfan decla-
racién ante el Ministerio Pablico. de-
nunciaron estudiantes universitarios.

Por otra parte, la Asamblea de Ba-
rrios contabilizd las desapariciones de
sus companeros Marcelo Pérez, José
Luis Valadés y Rogelio Gonzalez Rome-
ro. Todos. aseguraron, fueron vistos por
ultima vez en los alrededores de la Pla-
7a de Santo Domingo, donde se reunic
un conlingente para partir hacia la Lin-
bajada de Estados Unidos, y ahora en-
frentan delitos por dafo a monumentos
historicos.

En otra de las detenciones politicas,
trabajadores de) sindicato del INBA de-
nunciaron que su dirigente, Enrique
Bennetes Chavez, asistente Lécnico de

A nuestro lider lo sorprendieron en las oficinas de la agrupacion. Fueron cineo sujetos que se
| identificaron como agentes de Gobernacidn, sefialaron simpatizantes de Teodoro Palomino.

la Orquesta Sinfénica, fue sacado por
la fuerza del Palacio de Bellas Artes a
manos de agentes del Estado Mayor
Presidencial.

“Lo sacaron horas antes de iniciar el
concierto ofrecido al Presidente William
Clinton, luego de hacer una llamada te-
lefonica a su casa, y ahora enfrenla una
acusacion por sedicién contra el Lsta-
do”, indicaron.

Fuertes medidas de sequridad ¢ los alrededores del Auditorio Nacional.

Los lideres de la Asamblea de Ba-
rrivs, El Barzén, el CEU y Alianza Socia-
lista llamnaron a sus compafieros a man-
tenerse alerta ante cualquier moviliza-
cidn, a fin de exigir la libertad de quienes
se encuentran a punto de ser traslada-
dos a los reclusorios, y responsabiliza-
ron al Secretario de Gobernacién, Emi-
lio Chuayfiet; al Presidente de la Repu-
blica, Ernesto Zedillo, y al Jefe del

Departamento del Distrito Federal, Qs-
car Espinosa Villarreal, de cualquier co-
sa gue pudiera sucederles durante las
proximas horas.

Finalmente, dus ceuistas, Alexis Tor-
cada y Adolfo Ilubere, informaron que
agenles judiciales los aprehendieron en
los alrededores de Ciudad Universitaria
para adverlirles “que no anduvieran de
revollosos™.

foto ALFORMA/ 1omas Martine!
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Abraza EU
sabiduria
de Juarez:
Clinton

Por Maria Elena Medina

EL PRESIDENTE WILLIAM CLINTON AFiRMO
ayer que la asociacion entre México y
Estados Unidos debera estar arraigada
en un espiritu de mutuo respeto, en el
que este Ultlimo pais abrace la sabidu-
ria de Benito Juarez. donde e} respeto
al derecho ajeno es la paz. para conse-
guir una sociedad pacifica y prospera
llena de respeto y dignidad.

Al intervenir ante figuras de la polf-
tica y el mundo empresarial en el Au-
ditorio Nacional, Clinton aseveré du-
rante su discurso que la “electricidad
del cambio” estd surgiendo en el Hemis-
ferio y donde este cambio es mas espe-
ranzador es en México.

Ante ello, felicité al pueblo mexica-
no por llevar a cabo reformas politicas

fundas que lo llevardn en julio a las

iones mas intensamente compet-
e su historia.

A lo largo de los aproximadamente 10
minutos que intervino el Jefe de Estado
norteamericano, el publico lo interrum-
pi6 cinco veces con aplausos después de
hacer diferentes observaciones sobre la
recuperacion economica: el narcotréfico;
el pueblo mexicano y la educacion.

Ademas de incluir a Benito Judrez
en su discurso. Clinton nombrd a Hidal-
g0 v a Morelos para ejemplificar Ia es-
peranza que hav entre las dos naciones,
ta} como la hubo cuando ambos héroes
de la Independencia levantaron la an-
torcha de la liberiad hace dos siglos.

Después de mencionar que ei ano
pasado 160 mil mexicanos emigraron
legalmente a su Pais, Clinton afirmé
que su Nacion es de inmigrantes, pero
también de leyes, por lo que aguellos
que las obedezcan. serdn bienvenidos,
pero qutenes las violen deberén atener-
Se a las consecuencias.

Reitero que no habra deportaciones
masivas de indocumentados, ni discri-
minacion.

“Y los Estados Unidos continuardn
apoyando los esfuerzos de México para
crear nuevas oportunidades aqui, para
Yue nadie se sienta obligado a dejar su
hogar para ganarse la vida para él o su
familia™, indico.

? ALaBA RECUPERACION

Clinton alabo que México. a pesar de
la crisis. haya logrado recuperarse.
crear un milldn de nuevos empleos. re-
ducir la inflacién a la mitad y volver a
ganar la confianza de los inversionistas
extranjeros.

“‘omparada con ia crisis econdmica
8§1-1982, recuperacion que se llevé
anos para que México regresara a

nercados del capital mundial. esta

I vez -dijo- s6lo tomo siete meses, ademas
de que el Pais recuperd su terreno y cre-

ci6é mds def 5 por ciento.

Indico que el éxito del tratado co-
mercial entre ambos paises puede me-
dirse en su impacto humano v enunie-
rd las prestaciones de los trabajadores

- de Baja California. los cientos de miles

de mujeres quienes ahora pueden ha-
cerse mamografias -porque el equipo de
diagnostico estadounidense es mas ac-
cesible- v en los trabajadores norteame-
ricanos, que tienen altos salarios basa-
dos en el acuerdo de comercio.
Considerd necesario incluir a mas
naciones en esta sociedad comercial v lo-
grar ia meta de una area de libre comer-
cio en toda América. por lo que esta tra-
bajando en el Congreso de su pais para
obtener apoyo para ia autorizacion ra-
pida (fast-track) y por ello regresara a
America Latina en ios proximos meses.

Clinton en ol Auditorio Naclonal. ‘Continuaremos apoyando los esfuerzos de Mézico’

» UN MILLON DE ARRESTOS

Clinton advirtié que la gran ironfa
de esta epoca de promesas es que las
fuerzas de la integracion global han de-
satado poderosas fuentes' de desinte-
gracion. de las cuales. la mas grande pa-
ra Estados Unidos es el trafico ilegal de
drogas, que le cuesta anualmente a su
pais 14 mil muertos y casi 70 mil millo-
nes de ddlares por el crimen. las prisio-
nes. empleos perdidos. heridos v vidas
arruinadas. Afiadié que cada ane son
arrestadas un millén de personas por
cargos relativos a las drogas.

Aseguro que las drogas no son sim-
plemente un problema mexicano o es-
tadounidense. sino un probiema co-
mun, pues aunque Estados Unidos so-
lo tiene el 5 por ciento de la poblacion
mundial, consume un tercio de la pro-

‘Me encanta México’

B Fragmentos del discurso del presidente
William Clinton en el Auditorio Nacional,
durante el vltimodia dela visituoficial.

» “México v Estados Unidos tienen una especial
responsabilidad de trabajar juntos para crear

oportunidades v desafiar los peligros de esta épo-
ca. Nuestra asociacion, para la libertad, la demo-
cracia v la prosperidad. contra las drogas, el cri-
men organizado y el desgaste ambiental. es funda-
mental para el futuro del pueblo estadounidense

v del pueblo mexicano™.

» “La electricidad del cambio esta surgiendo en
nuestro Hemisferio. v en ninguin lado tan esperan-
zadoramente como en México. Felicito ai pueblo
mexicano por llevar a cabo profundas reformas
politicas que lo lievaran en julio a las mas inten-
samente competidas elecciones en su historia”.

» “Para tener éxito, la asociacion entre ambos pai-
ses debe estar arraigada en un espiritu de respeto
mutue. Su mds grande lider. Benito Judrez cuva
estatua estd no muy lejos de la Casa Blanca en
Washington-, dijo: ‘El respeto por el derecho ajeno
es la paz'. Hoy, yo reafirmo al pueblo de México:
Hemos abrazado la sabiduria de Judrez, busca-
mos una pacifica y préspera asociacion llena

de respeto y dignidad”.

» “Somos una nacion de inmigrantes v de leyes.
Asi como aquellos que obedecen nuestras leves
son bienvenidos, aquellos que las quebrantan
deberdn enfrentar {as consecuencias”.

» “Amigos. la batalla contra las drogas debe unir a
nuestros pueblos. no dividirlos™.

» “Envidio que Hillarv hava tenido Ia oportunidad
de pasar un dia mas aqui. v les agradezco la bien-
venida que la gente de Yucatan le dio. Hace casi 22
afios. ella y yo vinimos a este pais para nuestra lu-
na de miel. México gané entonces nuestros corazo-
nes, pero ahora como entonces. me encanta México

Fots MEJORMA / Lo Jorge Calleqm

(frase en espatiol)”.

duccién mundial de cocaina, mucha de
la cual proviene de México.

Ante ello, expreso, ambos pafses de-
ben afrontar esta maldicion juntos pues
no lo pueden hacer por si solos. y ana-
di¢ que la batalla contra las drogas de-
be unir a ambos pueblos, no dividirlos.

Sefialé que México debe continuar
su valiente lucha contra las drogas ile-
gales v resalté los avances en ia erra-
dicacion. las medidas contra el lavado
de dinero v el crimen organizado. asi
como la destruccion de laboratorios y
decomisos.

“Sé los sacrificios que esto ha causa-
do. Mds de 200 policias mexicanos mu-
rieron el ano pasado por la violencia de
la droga. Asi de terrible como es esta
cuoia, el precio de darse por vencido se-
ria més alta. Permitdmonos redoblar

nuestros esfuerzos, pero no sefialdndo-
nos con ¢l dedo. sino dandonos la ma-
no”, asevero.

“De cara a nuestras dificultades. de-
bemos ser hombres y mujeres con con-
viccion. Podemos tender puentes en las
divisiones de la cultura. la historia v la
geografia para alcanzar la noble vision
de Juarez de respeto v paz. arraigada
en el estado de derecho. en la prosperi-
dad para todos los que trabajen por el-
la. en la buena salud v la limpieza del
ambiente. en la educacion moderna \
los valores sin tiempo. La brillante pro-
mesa de un nuevo siglo vace ante noso-
tros. abracémosia juntos”.

Clinton indico que el comercio. la
educacion y el ambiente son las piezas
criticas del mosaico de la relacion bila-
teral entre Mexico y Estados Unidos.
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Muestras de afecto y calidez, previo a los discursos.

Buscaran reducir

Acuerdan crear en
Mexicali nuevo grupo
de seguridad, anuncia

Doris Meissner
Por Claudla Guerrero

Doris MEISSNER, COMISIONADA DEL SERVICIO
de Inmigracién y Naturalizacién de Es-
tados Unidos, afirmé que durante el did-
logo bilateral con sus homdlogos en Mé-
xico se anunci6 la creacién
de un nuevo grupo de se-
guridad migratoria fronte-
riza, el cual se establecerd
este mismo aiio en la ciu-
dad de Mexicali.

Con ello, asegur6, se
pretende garantizar la re-
duccién de la violencia a lo
{argo de la frontera que ac-
tualmente afecta a los mi-
grantes latinoamericanos,
mayoritariamente mexi-
canos, y crear un ambien-
te de seguridad.

“Oficiales mexicanos
informaron que un nuevo
grupo en cuestiones de se-
guridad migratoria se es-
tablecerd este aiio en Me-
xicali. Quiere decir que ghora serdn seis
los grupos de proteccioén de los migran-
tes mexicanos en la frontera. porque
hasta ahora s6lo existen cinco”, sefalé
la funcionaria.

De acuerdo con informacién del
Grupo Beta de Tijuana, en Baja Califor-
nia, las otras corporaciones integradas
por autoridades de niveles municipa-

Dorls Meissner.

violencia fronteriza

les. estatales y federales que se encar-
gan de garantizar la seguridad en las
fronteras mexicanas son Beta de Noga-
les, Sonora; Beta de Chiapas; Alfa de Te-
cate, Baja California y Ebano de Mata-
moros, Tamaulipas..

En entrevista, Meissner se maniles-
6 contenta de informar a las autorida-
des mexicanas sobre el acuerdo al que
llegé el presidente Bill Clinton con el
Congreso estadounidense en materia de
cambios presupuestales destinados a
beneficios sociales que im-
pactan positivamente en
los inmigrantes.

Por ultimo, aseguré que
ninguna de las reformas
realizadas a las legislacio-
nes norteamericanas pre-
‘tenden dejar sin empleo a
los inmigrantes legales que
laboran en Estados Unidos,
y garantizé que en el caso
de los indocumentados
siempre existirdn servicios
£ medicos de emergencia pa-
2 ra su atencion.

El grupo de trabajo de
Migracién y Asuntos Con-
% sulares con el que sostu-
vo el didlogo binacional
Meissner estuvo integra-
do por Juan Rebolledo, subsecretatio
de Asuntos Bilaterales; el subsecreta-
rio de Poblacién y Asuntos Migratorios
de Gobernacién, César Bécker; Fer-

- nando Solfs, comisionado del Institu-

to Nacional de Inmigracién en México,
y Mary Ryan, subsecretaria adjunta
para Asuntos Consulares del Departa-
mento de Estado norteamericano.

Auguran breve
negociacion
NA FUENTE DIPLOMATICA DE AL

l I to nivel revel6 ayer que se

: éspers una muy breve ne-

+ gociacién, mucho menor a un aiio

~da_duracién; -para reformar el .

o de Extradicién entre Mé-
xico y Estados Unidos. :

" - Lo anterior incluirfa la “extra-

dicién temporal®, para permitir

que los delincuentes sean extra- - -

ditados antas de cumplir sus con-
~jdenas en el pais de origen, y. des- .
: puéssean devueltos. - - -
- Indic6 que en los préxlmos 10
5 dfas quedard constituide el
po de funcionarios mexicanos
e diferentes dependencias que
ndrén a su cargo negociar con
equipo defuncionarios notea-
ericancs las modificaciones al
ratado de Extradicién.

Agregé que en todo caso, don-
e-serd complicado acordat la
probacndn de las modificacio-
nes serd en el Senado y la Cdma-
de Representsntes del Con-
0’ de Estados Unidos, pues
rd que argumentar las ven-

Hagsng°k
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tajas de la reforma.
Sefialé que ambos pafses estdn
 interesados en los cambios, tal co-
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'+ erihleron el martes los presidenites
Willlam Clinton y Ernesto Zedifial
Aclaré que-ain cumd

H)rllnria Elena Medina
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ePlantean frontera de igualdad

» Contribuye el TLC
a un sélido entendi-

miento entre México
y EU, afirma Zedillo

» En el siglo XXI

se debe ganar definiti-
vamente la batalla
contra la pobreza

y la desigualdad

Por Miguel Pérez

CON LA VISITA A MEXICO DEL MANDATARIO DE
Estados Unidos, Bill Clinton, ambos pai-
ses reafirman su voluntad de construir
unatrontera que acerque a ias dos nacio-
nes como iguales y no que las separe, ase-
guro aver el Presidente Emesto Zedillo.

“Una frontera que sea la linea divi-
soria entre dos naciones soberanas, no
entre la prosperidad y la pobreza, que
sea la linea divisoria entre dos vecinos
présperos. no entre las oportunidades y
las carencias.

“Esa es la frontera que queremos pa-
ra los mexicanos y los norteamericanos
del siglo XXI y la edificaremos con res-
peto, didlogo y cooperacién. todas éstas,
claves en la relacion nueva entre Méxi-
co y los Estados Unidos”, dijo.

Zedillo habid asi en la Conferencia
sobre el Presente y Future de las Rela-
ciones México-Estados Unidos que se ce-
lebré en el Auditorio Nacional y al que
asistieron los mas altos funcionarios de
Estado de los dos paises.

Frente a ellos y miles de personas in-
vitadas al acto, el Ejecutivo Federal re-
conoci6 que a la vista del siglo XXI la re-
lacidn bilateral tiene nuevos retos como
el de saber equilibrar lo inmediato con
¢l largo plazo.

También el reto de respetar las for-
mas distintas de ser y de sentir de los
dos pueblos y a la vez lograr una coope-
racion constructiva y eficaz, activa y per-
manente. explicd.

“Meéxico y Estados Unidos comparten
una relacién de largo plazo que debemos

cultivar entre todos para que fructifique -

en una convivencia afortunada para to-
dos”, subrayé.

En un escenario que s6lo compartié
con su homélogo estadounidense, Zedi-
lio alabé el Tratado de Libre Comercio
de Norteameérica. el cual -dijo- estd con-
tribuyendo a edificar una relacion mas
intensa y ordenada y estd propiciando
un mas sélido entendimiento entre am-
bos gobiernes.

“EI TLC esta contribuvendo a que nos
€ONozcamos y nos comprendamos me-
JOr. a gue nos respetemos y nos escuche-
Mos con mayor alencion, aquedialqug-
mos y negociemos con una disposicion
mas abierta, mas constructiva y de ma-
vor cooperacion”, agrego.

» EconoMia coN ROSTRO
Humano

En lo que fue el segundo v tiltimo dia
de la visita de Estado que realizo el Pre-
sidente Clinton a México, ambos jefes de
Estado presenciaron en privado y previo
asus intervenciones un video que remar-
¢0 el éxito comercial del TLC y que fue
elaborado por la Secretaria de Comercio.

Zedillo, quien hablé6 antes de Clin-
ton. dijo en su mensaje que si las gene-
raciones del siglo XX han ido ganando
la batalla por los derechos humanos, la
libertad individual y la democracia, en
el siglo XXI se debe ganar clara y defi-
nitivamente la batalla contra la pobre-
7a y |a desigualdad.

“Por eso queremos y lograremos los
mexicanos una economia de mercado de
corazon y con rostro humano, con sen-
sibilidad social. una economia de mer-
cado que sirva para apoyar eficazmente
a los mas necesitados”. indicé.

Mas adelante se refiri¢ al orgullo de -
México por pertenecer a Latinoamérica
e indico que si en el continente la liber-
lad ya ha florecido como democracia.
ahora debe florecer como prosperidad.

Fue entonces cuando habié de la
{rontera de igualdad que se debe esta-
blecer entre México y Estados Unidos y
agradecio, una vez mas. al mandatario
estadounidense su apoyo para que esto
se concrete.

“En estos afios. quiero decirlo con ab-
soluta conviccién v sinceridad. nadie ha
trabajado con mayor decisién para im-
pulsar ese respeto. ese didlogo y esa coo-
peracion. que el sefior presidente Wi-
lliam Clinton", dijo.

El comentario de Zedilio mereci6 el
aplauso de los presentes mientras Clin-
ton. sentado a ia derecha del estrado.
agradecia con una inclinacion de cabeza.

La visita de Clinton, agregé Zedillo,
marca un paso rmuy importante en la
construccion de una relacion a la altura
de la historia de las dos naciones sobe-
ranasy orguliosas v a la altura de las as-
piraciones de dos grandes pueblos.

“Su visita confirma que la relacion
entre México y Estados Unidos est4 lla-
mada a ser un apoyo fundamental para
acometer los desafios de un nuevo siglo
mas exigente, para librar y ganar las ba-
tallas por una sociedad, un hemisferio y
un mundo més prospero y més justo.

“Confirma también que todo lo que
cada uno de nosotros pueda hacer a am-
bos lados de la frontera para consolidar
esa relacién habra de beneficiar a futu-
ras generaciones de mexicanos y nortea-
mericanos”, dijo.



SIJUAREZ
NoO HUBIERA MUERTO

Por Roberts Zamarripa
ONTADOS EN 1.0S FRUTOS DEL PASADO INMEDIATO -LAS
siembras de aguellos que hoy son fantasmas o de-
monios-, los presidentes de México, Ernesto Zedi-
Ho. y Estados Unidos, Williamn Clinton, pasaron revista al pre-
sente y al futuro.

El Tratado de Libre Comercio, la obra maestra del salinis-
mo, Ia clave del encumbramiento personal de Carios Salinas
de Gortari: y la azarosa lucha contra el narcotrafico. La ele-
gla por los agentes muertos en enmbale, las campaiias pun-
ta de la erradicacién. el elogio del Grupo de Contacto, el diag-
néstico conjunto del flagelo. Las tareas de )a Procuradurfa de
Antonio Lozano Gracia y las minucias de Franciseo Molina,
el pentltimo jefe del Instituto contra las Drogas.

Salinas/ Lozano/ nos echaron buena mano. Y William Clin-
ton cierra su estancia en la Ciudad de México con un mensa-
je ante el gabinete mexicano en pleno, desde Emilio Chuayf-
fet hasta José Antonio Gonzilez Fernindez. centenas de in-
vitados surgidos de cimaras empresariales, universidades,
partidos politicos. y el nuevo estilo de llenar la plaza: 1a con-
gregacién de los empleados de contianza de las dependencias
del gabinete econémico. L.os jefes de Departamento, los ase-
sores del asesor de la subjefatura, los asistentes recién egre-
sados de la Universidad. “Vamos a ver a Clinton jno?". y a
quitarle una manana a Ja chamba en la Secretarfa.

Aun asf el Auditorio Nacional no se llena. Dos minutos an-
tes del puntual arribo de los Presidentes y sus esposas, las
gradas que lindan el techo son vaciadas para enviar gente 2

la parte inferior. Y que pasen sin gafete ni revisién. Antes que
la extrema, estrecha, excesiva seguridad. est4 el estilo, la com-
postura. Cémo que Clinton vio butacas vaclas.

Ni asl. La parte baja registra huecos. Para esto del acarreo
no es lo mismo Guillermina Rico que el analista de Secofi.

Las luces se apagan y se presenta un video cortesfa de Her-
minio Blanco Productions. A cuadro Paul A. Samuelson. Pre-
mio Nobel de Econom(a.

De un plumazo, Samuelson enaltece a Zedillo y pulveriza
a Miguel de la Madrid. “Fsla vez -en los aiios noventa- vemos
un manejo mucho mejor por parle de México que el de la cri-
sis de la devaluacién en la década de los ochenta™

Maestro de maestros. Samuelson “como experto en econo-
mia", califica al Tratado de Libre Comercio “con nueves y die-
uzshmn base en las sdlidus evidencias que ha habido hasta la
fecha™.

Y de ahf para adelante. Empresarios exitosos. obreros fe-
lices, capataces fogosos. todos sonrientes, dicen a cuadro que
el TLC es otra cosa.

Un México de 29 estados. Chiapas, Guerrero y Oaxaca no
parecen estar en el Tralado

Desde Juan Gallardo hasta Bill Gates: desde Salina Hayek
hasta Octavio Paz; desde un costeno productor de marafién
hasta el jefe sindical de 12 empresa Nemak: desde Claudio X.
Gonzélez hasta Mario Spatz, direclor general de una compa-
fifa canadiense, jubiloso porque llegan papayas. cervezas y

guacamole para acompanar los nachos en su pueblo.

ey Uy

Preparativos en el Auditorio Nacional.

Octavio Paz define en close up: “Aunque los Estados Unidos
son la nacién mds poderosa de la tierra. su vida social y poll-
tica, lanto como su economfa, estn estrechamente asociados
a la situacién de México y de sus cien millones de habitanles.
Un México prispero y democritico puede ser un poderoso fac-
tor de paz y de estabilidad en esta region del mundo”.

Después de Paz. Salma. que habla en espajiof y en inglés.
Fl video de Secofi pinta el éxito del tamario de la frontera.

Después vendra Clinton a chorrear con datos frescos las otras
caras de la relacién. “Con menos del 5 por ciento de la pobla-
cién mundial consurnimos un tercio de Ja cocaina iondial { ...)
En Lstadas Unidns cada afio $as drogas matan a 14 mil perso-
nas y le cuesla a nuestro pafs casi 70 mil millones de délares
por crimenes, pensiones, trabajos perdidos, cuerpos mutilados
y vidas arruinadas. Cada afio nuestros oficiales y agentes arres-
fan a un millon de personas bajo cargos de drogas™.

Setenta mil millones de ddlares, el doble de lo que Mé-
Xico recibi6 en inversion extranjera directa entre 1994 y
1996. segiin Secofi.

Por eso el elogio de Clinton a fas nuevas leyes contra la-
vado de dinero, a lus agentes muertos en combate, a “los
grandes avances en la erradicacion de drogas™.

A las cifras que, efectivamente, redujo ef grupo de Fran.
cisco Molina del INCD, que en paz descanse.

Molina, el mismo por el que preguntd Janet Reno a Jo-
sé Angel Gurria, el canciller mexicana aguel dia e acu-
di6é a Washington para avisar que Antonin 1o lihia
sido destitutido como Procurador

- ;Y Francisco Molina” -presamin Rean

.o

Para variar, las pinceladas mexicanas las puso Clinton.
Un pronto recuerdo de Hidalgo y Morelos, quienes “encen-
dieron la antorcha de la libertad para México™. Luego. los
ingredientes de [a rieva asociacion entre fas dos naciones.
la que debe de “arraigarse en un espiritu de respelo muto’.

Clinton recuerda a el gran lider mexicano, Benito Jua-
rez. cuya estatua se encuentra muy cerca de la Casa Blan-
ca, en Washington. quien dijo: el respeto al derecho ajeno
eslapaz”.

Al grano. Clinton se sincera. “Abrazamos la sabiduria
de Juirez” por una "asociacion pacifica y prispera. llena
de respeto y dignidad™.

Después, el presidente esladounidense pinta su raya.
“Somos una nacion de inmigrantes y también somos una
nacién de leyes. Asf roino fos que cumplen con nuestras fe-
yes son bienvenidos, Ios (que no la respeten deben atener -
se a las consecuencias”.

Alf caben todos. Los hijos de Juirez que salen de la sie-
rr ciaxaqueda sin ninguna idenlidad mas que su miseria
para cruzar Ja rayi y eonverlirse en factor clave de anue-
lla economia.

Clinton reitera en su discursn: "No habra deportacio
nes masivas ni discriminacion”.

Las primeras, seguramente, no les convienen. Lo segun-
do esta por verse. Y asegura el mandatario de la nacién
mas poderosa del mundo: “Tenemos una polftica de inmi-
gracion, tal vez la mas generosa del mundo. pera pata que
pueda funcionar debemos ser una nacion que st cumple
con SUs leyes”™.

Es Clinton, el juarisla. Sabe ante quien habla. Tolal, del
asunlo de vinlaciones a garantfas. golpizas, conetizas, ya
le hablaron A é1 y a su esposa muchas cosas les conlaron.

Vaya. en el almucrzo de Hillary Clinton con 30 mujeres
mexicanas destacadas. que se realize en el Museo Rufino
Tamayo el inediodia del inarles, cuentan que se levants una
dama para presentarse ante: ta visilante estadounidense.

-Soy Mireille Roccalti, Presidenta de fa Coniisiin Nacio-
nal de Derechos Bumanes..

-;Del gobierna? - pregunta Nillary inquieta.

—Sf, y comn comprenderd lengo mucho trabajo.

Si Jnarey no hubiera onperto, ofro gl iy

foro RUFORMA / Lut Joree Laeess




