
SHEILA JACKSON LEE 

• Texas Dem. Women Roast SJL 

• Oct. 17, 7:30 pm dinner and roast 

• Sheraton Astrodome Hotel in Houston 

• Emcees will intro her 

• Ann Richards and Jesse Jackson honorary chairs 

• 7 50 people ~- corporate citizens, seniors, youth clergy, 



"' - .) = 

12 ANNUAL CONFERENCE ON CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 

• November 17th -- video shown at gala dinner 

• Convention Center Ballroom in Cinncinati, OH 

• Keynote is James Comer and Carol Williams will speak 

• 2000-2500 audience including social workers, physicians, nurses 

lawyers, judges, educators, mental health professionals, govt. policy 

makers and volunteers from the community. 

• Theme: Engaging America's Communities: Joining Together for Safe 

Children and Strong Families. 

• 30 Conference Co-Sponsors 
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W0!\1EN'S VENTURE FUND 

• November 18th at Chelsea's Milk Studios in NYC 

• · HRC is Honorary Chair 

• 250 audience including sponsors, friends of WVF and charities 

• Susie Onnond and Maria Samedeo Otero in program. 

• Theme: Fun, Fearless Females 

• Dinner gala to raise money and awareness 



FIRST LADY HILLARY RODDAM CLINTON 
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS: CELEBRITY ROAST HONORING 

CONGRESSWOMAN SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 
OCTOBER 15, 1998 

Sheila, on behalf of the President, I want to say how much we wish we could join you and the 
Texas Democratic Women to roast you in person. 

When my husband talks with Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee he usually gets in only one 
word: "Yes." Over the years he's learned that what Sheila wants, Sheila gets, one way or the 
other, and it's just easier to say yes right from the start. 

And that is exactly what Sheila has always done wherever the lives of women, children, and 
families are at stake. She said yes to adoption reform and· fair bankruptcy reform. By founding 
the Children's Caucus, she said yes to putting children at the top of our national agenda. And she 
said yes when asked to lead.the Democratic Freshman Class of the 104th Congress. 

One other thing we've learned is that Sheila Jackson Lee is one of the most steadfast friends this 
administration has on Capitol Hill. And Sheila, you've not only been a tremendous friend to us, 
you've also been a great friend and supporter of your constituents in the 18th Congressional 
District, and of every family in America. 

On behalf of your friends here in Washington, I want to say thank you, and before I forget, the. 
President says, "Yes." 



FffiST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS TO 

THE WOMEN'S VENTURE FUND GALA 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 

OCTOBER 15, 1998 

Good evening. As honorary chair of this event, I am delighted to join you in celebrating the 
extraordinary contribution the Women's Venture Fund is making in the lives of women and 
families throughout New York.. 

Although we call it "microcredit," this is a big idea. From New Delhi to Denver, I have seen how 
with a small loan and a lot of hard work women can Hft up their lives, their families, and their 
communities. And I want to thank you for making that possible right here in this great city. 

By providing credit, you are giving women the tools they need to support themselves and their 
families. By matching women entrepreneurs with mentors, you are providing them with the 
guidance of those who have come before them. And by thinking outside the conventional box 
about solutions for underserved Americans, the Women's Venture Fund is bringing our country 
one step closer to ensuring that all Americans can reach their god-given promise. 

Thank you for all you are doing to provide opportunity, independence, and a better future for the 
women in New York. Godspeed on the work ahead. Enjoy your evening. 



FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS TO 

TWELFTH NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 
CINCINNATI, omo 
OCTOBER 15, 1998 

I am delighted to join you at the twelfth National Conference on Child Abuse and Neglect. 
I only wish I could be there in person to thank the Office on Child Abuse and Neglect and all of 
you for your commitment to ending the tragedy of child abuse and neglect. · 

Child abuse is an issue that I have cared about for more than half of my life. I have looked into the 
eyes of so many children and have seen the devastating effects of abuse and neglect. And I have 
worked with adults who were once abused themselves, and haven't found a way to stop that 
vicious cycle. 

Thanks to the hard work of so many of you -- and the commitment of my husband and his 
Administration -- we have made significant progress in our efforts to strengthen the child welfare 
system. Perhaps our greatest victory was coming together across party lines to pass the landmark 
Adoption and Safe Families Act. With this law we strike a better balance between family 
preservation and the well being of the child. And we say once and for all that the health and 
safety of our children will always be our first concern. 

This was an extraordinary accomplishment. But as you well know, our work is far from done. 
We must continue to move forward: By implementing the laws we've passed; by giving more 
support to judges; by helping children who have aged out of the foster-care system; and by 
stopping abuse before it ever happens. Only then will we create a world in which all children 
grow up free from violence, with parents who love and support them; and with the opportunities 
they need to reach their god-given potential. With all of you leading the way, I know we can 
make this possible. 

Thank you for all you have done --.and will continue to do -- on behalf of America's children. I 
hope you have a wonderful conference. 
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SHEILA JACI<SON LEE 
Fl1R. C~l'NC;RESS 

***************** 
. FAX COVER SHEET 

· .DATE:.· .October 13, 1.998 · 

. . .... ' 

Noa Meyer, White House Researche·r · 

.FAX NUMB·ER: · · .·. (202) 456-2581 

Charlene Crowell 

· . ·. ·ca·NTENTS: : Req~ested· info for· 1st Lady's .video salute at · 
t;·JL.Ceiebrity Roast Fundraiser on Oct. 17th 

. . : . . 
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ADVANTAGE COMM CONSL 

_:· .. ·-TO: ·N~a Meyer~· white House Researcher 

.. FROM: ··Chariene.M .. Crowel~ . . ·. . . · 

. R~ply t~Informatio~·Req~ols'for. Video Salute to Con~esswoman. She~Ja. 
·1aelcSon Lee , · - · 

: SUBJ: 

· · : ·DATE·: .. ·oc~ob¢r 13, 1998 .. 
Via (ax: 202-456-2581 

. FoHoW:irtg om· tel~phone conversatiori, I learned that the Celebrity Roa.sf s Pro.gram . 
. Comnii~ meets toiught .. Som~ of the answers to your questions· will Ddt be known w;itil 
. _thi:!n .. _ fo the_ interim~ t.o facilitate .preparation for Thursday's taping, . please accqrt the. 
· fQlloWi:i:ig informa.t;iQn: 

·.#of Gu.e!!ts Expected: 

·. Audienee: . 

· Video-Intro: 

. . 

~onorary C~Cbairs: 

. Bio:. 

Talking Poinm: 

. approximately 7SO . 

Comm.mµty cross-section - cofporate citizens~ seniors, 
youth, ciergy. and ·congregations, other carididates, other 
elected officials· · · 

To be handled. by· th~ co-emcees (local news anchors for 
:NBC & ABC affiliates) 

Attendance nOt yet known (Rev. Jesse Jackson, Jr.·& 
former Texas Governor Ann Richards) 

2~pager en~losed . 

Enclosed is a 9-page sunu:i:Wy of the Congresswom~.'s 
·work .including: Children's Caucus, date rape, racial . 
hate .crimes. juvenile justice. adoption, infant protection,~ 

· women's issues and other hulilaD rights . : 

· ·· Infonnatioir on the prqgram hne-up and list ·of rOa.sters should be available following ·. · 
· tocigbt's.·n:ieet:iiig_ A. copy of the event invitation is also·enclosed · · 

: . . 

· ~1; LaBranch 
Houston, Texas·noo4· 
(71.3) 737,.83?1 . 

· c1f3>.73r.-e3oo Fax 
. Email:.'adcc@msii.~com · 
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·. · ... _The Rev_J.essel.J~ckson · ·· 
. · 'The. Honorable. Ann Riehards 

7_:30 p.ni. : 
: :. Dinner and Roast 

Sheraton Astrodome Hotel.· 
· AusUn ·Room 
8686 Kirby Drive· 
U oustmn; Texas · · 
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w...Spi1,l'fGTON OF~•CS.. 
. SHEILA JACKSON leE 

1a1 .. U1!1.1'•1i::t. r.-... .a$, 
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. . . 
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. COMMimc ON THE JUDICIARY 

. . . suscc~.1M1rrl!'!:c/\f cilu1.11i 
· iUBCCM ... ITT.ii ON COl\ll~lif\C", ... I. .l..'10 

· .. 01,.1111;1~i"'lA nve i..i."V· 

: Q:: ditgt".£55 of'.t1Je. ~niteb states 
· ~~ust of Ilrprese11tatibrs 

. 1919 5...,,.,, sr~•rr. Su•rt 1180 
T..c.Ceooac1 ·:i..,c~&•" LE~ F•;::co,., a_..: 

· l4«>•JS roi.. r.r noo z 
713~55..:0!0 

. . ··cc)MMiTTE!:.,ON SCIENCE 
. susci::lMM1r.;6 ON si> ... c! A1:..io .. li~ON"ulrcs 

· ... suec~:o.i.,11r.ei ciN 11 ... s1c flli5;,i.i;c!'4 . 

.. al.11s11ingro11. t:lC 2031:3 

. .. ¢ONGR.ESSW0.1YIAN SHEILA JACKSON LEE . . 
MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES.HOUSE' OF REPRESENTATIVES 

.. fOR'.THE l STH '.CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT OF TEXAS·. . 

· , Congres.sWoma:n Sheil.a Jackson Le~ was re-ele~ed fur a second term co r.he:United Sr.at~ l:{Q~~ 
.. of Representatives in 1996. S}ie gam.ere<f 77. t: per cent of the vote· to defeat:four opponents after 
.. a cotitentio\is. re-districting c;pijri pattle. over this etbnic:ally and culttirally diverse· congressional . 
· district. · ·. ~ 

. . . . . ' 

· As a Melr;lber of Congre5st she has play~d ~,pivotal role ·jn the passage. of iegislation dealin! With 
· hum~ right.$ for:minoriti~s •. wonien and ~hildren. As .a key q::ingr-eSsioaal policy.itinovat6r, the 
· · Congrtjswoinan has beer). ·i~trument.a.l in s·afeguarding and initfaring a host of issues vi~ ·ro her 

constituent.5 in Ho.uston and all ~ericans. · · 

Am orig' ·some. of her a~com:plishments ·.in the. I OSth Congress are founding the . bipartisan 
· Congressional Children's Cauc1JS that includes 60 ·other Members of Con.gress;· offering and 
. gaining.-·paSsage of legislation that strengthens our adoption laws, :encourages the biting of public 

bowing : n:sidents·. crec.tes scientific research. grantS: for ·our Historically Black Cq!leges and 
Uriiversiti~s arid Hispanic .. S~rv.•ns· In-stitutlcns, m'onitots human nghtS in Ethiopia," allows ths 

. ·National S.cience Foundation .to donate their .surplus com·puters and scientific· equipment to 
. elementary and sei;:~ndary schopls,. increased th.e fundi~g for the S_ims Bayou flood cont;rol by 
· 53.5 .. milli.dn. in ·order to·. remedy the· tloodfng.:of Harris County residential communities. The 

Congresswo.man has also introdu.ced ·a. NetDay Congress~onal· Resolution CC> recognize rhe 
... : outstanding a~hievcm.ents of NetDay in bringing 'internet access re· schools in Houst0ii. and 'the. 

· entire nation ·11nd The .Hillery J. Farias bate Rape Prevention Drug Act that would. outlaw GHB 
. :which \Vas resporisiblefoi" the death of a youris· woman. from the Housrort area:· 

As ·.·a. member. Qf th~ H;o1.tSe Judiciary ~ommitte:, the 'cangre5s~oman has been a l~adsr ln 
·defending aftirmiltive action arid is ·spearheading Ho·uston' s battle to end aff'ilinitive action,- as 
well. as: holdin¥. the line on· Gay ·R.i~hts. issues, the Voting Rights Act. Hate Crimes~ sexual 
liarrassm.~nc in the military, the Brady BiU and sex .crimes agains~ childr~n. · · 

Congt,essv;om.iin facksol'l. Lee, a-veteran of both corporate and private law p~ctice,·.is a member 
·of ¢e· House Comm.inee ·on. the Judiciary ·whe~e she serv~· on the Cnme and .th·e Commercial 
arid Adrriinistracive. La\v Sub .. corrimittees .. · The. ·conszressWoman ·is also a ·member ·of. che · 

. Committee on S~i·ertc:e, wh.ere she .se~es .. o~: the. Subco~mit!ees on Space and Aeronautics and 
· ... Ilasic. Research and .Energy. She i~ ~: devot~d.st.ipporter of NASA. its programs, and the fohnson 

. s·pace ·center .. whic:h is.situated .itran ·adjoining congressional district .. Consistent w~th· other long- . 
. . · s~din!! interests. the con·ir·~sswoman also ser:v:es. as .. a member of both· the Congressic;:irtal Human 

Ri~hts Caucus. ·che ... Congtessional Caucus o'n Womeri·s Issues." the Comri"essional Blac:k.Cat,Jcus,. 
. .... . . . . - . . . ' . - . 

. . ' . 
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The. Aeronauric.s. 11Hd ·Space Caucus, and Howe Democratic .Caucus ·Task Forces on Hunger, 
·W~Ifare Reform,· Economic· :R.en'ewal, . .Affirmative Ac:tio~ and Travel and Tourum. 

As '~. Mer:IJ,ber of the 104th ·Congress •. the· .Congresswoman was elected President of tb.e 
DemQcratic Fres.hman Clii.$5;' and was appointed to serve as the freshman memb~r of the House 
Dem·ocratic Ste:':ring and. Poiicy Committee. She. WaS wtnmieow in seeuririg a U.S. General 
S.t9re(·for· .Small· Bu,siness in Houston. She iuccesst\tlly. amended the Foreign·. Operations 
Ap:propriations bill ·to provide· adequate ·funding rather'.. than cuts for the A.mean Development . 
Foundation· (ADF) ici fiscal· ye:ir ·1996. The. AOF provides technical and f.ulancial assistuice 

· diieciry· to co..up~tjv~. and .cq~unity . orgamzations in · tvienty African Countries. 
Congresswo~a,n Jackson ~cc· was ap.poihl:ed by :the Speaker of the House to the House and Senate 
c:oilference· committee on the Telecomm.Wiication.S Reform bill. This bill, which .is one' of the 
·rnajor bills.· to ·hav.e been cqnsiderec;i dUring ·the: 104 'Congress, c:reates. new· opportunities for 

· regional telephor:ie, 'IQn.g d.lsran!=e, b!'Q.adcast and table i.o.dllsni.e5. . . 
. . . . ., . ' . ' "- . 

:Before her ·election to·Corigre!.S,l~:epresenative.Jac:kson Lee served tWo ~rm.Sas. one of the first 
. African American fe:nale A.t~~l:'l'ge mem~.ers of the H9uston City Council .. Prior to.her Countj.!;::.·. 

· serviCe, she was an Assoc:iate .·Mtinicipal .Court Iudge for the.· C:ity of }iouston .. 

N.wC!y$ .. :intcresre-:i in a number of com.m\lnicy ·issues and.,.probl~ •. some of.Congtes~man 
Jackson Lee's concerns· led· her:·to ·participate iii numerous civic and professional organizations. 

. . She w~.an ~cti\-~ member q(th~ .State ·aa.r of:Tei'<as; and is one of only three.·Afncan American 
·. · . women to· have .served as· .Direi:tor .·of the State Biir of Texas. From 1987 t0 ·i9ss~ she· chaired 

.,the Jwtice Cour.: Subc,ommittee of the .Tex.as Bar. Congresswoman Jackson Lee is alsQ 'a fQap,er 
D,irect6r .of the Texas Young Lawyer'·s Association, :and was chair of its Minority Affairs 
Committee: · · 

I~ reco~irion of Ho~ston's role as a maJor e~ployer in the energy ind~try art.d a m·ajor provider 
of ~nergy resourc~s.in October. of .1995, C9ngre:Sswoman Jackson Lee organized .a round-table 
· ~isc:~ssion on ·dornestic ener:gy policy with P._resi~ent Bill Clili~n and· the. Chief E'tecutiv.e officers 
of energy"."related .:ompanies. ·Additionally, shc:.hBs cre.ated the Energy Industry Task Force on . 

. Opporrunity and Div~rsity that' includes ·CE Os from Tex:ai;:o .and ·other major energy corporario~ :''/·, 
· to provide mir:ioriry business. opportunities. as well as minority hiring and promotion p~actices. · 

. . . . . . . . 

. Congi'esswcj~an Jackson L.ec received, hef·ui:;tdergraduate degree f~om Ya.J.e University, graduating 
from ·the Honors· Program in· }>qlitical Scienc.e. She·weQ.t on to receive. her Juris Doctorate from:· 

· ·the Uni~.ersity of Virginia School of Law. . . 

· · ·. ·Tne· Congre~s~·~·man ·is :married. to pi.,· ElVJYri· c. Lee, Vice-Pr.es1dcnt o.f Student Affairs mid 
Special Assist.nnc ro the President of the University of Houston. . She is. r.he mother of Erica 
~11.e.lwyn ·and Jns~n Ccirnelius.~ennett Lce.;ages 17 and.12 respr:crively. 
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: Accomplishments:of the 1 OStb ·CongreM 
. . . 

. · ."~.CHILDREN'S CAUCUS 

FOUNDI;:.D .. the 6,ngressional Chi.ldreJ1~S Caucus, ·a group comprised of more . 
· tha:i:t ~<r M~bers. of the U.S. Hous.e of Representatives. The. Caucus is 
. dedicated to promoting" chilctreu in' the n~tional: agenda and to addrcSSing' some . 
: of the oballenges confronting· O\ll' nation's children today including; ·child health 

. . . c:are;. chil.d substance abuse, innov·atively educ8.ting children, .early childhood . 
development, n~w :awroacl:Les to:middle aiid·high sichool children, parenting, 
chiid car~, cQjldren and techno~ogy, cbtld poverty· and hlWger, child abuse. and· 
iil.cest, and adoPtion 'and foster care. . . . 

HOSTED a. program on child safety m Houston on Au~t 8th, in anticipation 
of.our children's return to school. Th.e ·event was. a~ed by children and 
paren~ .from the community,' ,representatives. frt)m local school districts, the 
police, and ·chllc::h:en's advocacy .groups .. : . 

. HOS!Eo' a· bearing on tob•ceo and.chil&en in June of 1998, in anticipation of 
the HouseiTobacco Bill. ·witnesses mclU4ed 'five. DC teenagers involved in 

.. .teenage coaliticips to· combtl.t underage smoking. Also testifying were the· 
·.Director of Smoking. and Health for: the Cep.tcr ·for Disease Control, •d the 
·Executive· Vice. President and General Counsel for the Campaign for Tobacco 

· free Kids. 

HELD ~meeting with area childrcn'.11nd women's advocates to focus on the 
· effects"of. H.R 3150~ a bank.NPtcy bill y.:h:ich would have allowed aedit.ea:rd 

·. comPanies ac·cess to the same ::ftmds as mothers. seeking child support from. an 
. ex.-p:irrner cl3.mung banl9'uptcy.· To the same ·end, we also h~ld a rally ·on· the 
·Capitol · step15 .tr) oppose ti:ie. bill. · · 

. ; . 
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DATE RAPE 

~RODUCED the Hiliory J. Farias Date Rape Prevention Drug Act to schedule 
the drugs,-0.HB-~nd Ketamine, on the Controlled Substances Act GHB and . 

. Ketamil'le have bc=n USCld to render the victim defenseless ID "ca"ses of date rape. . . 

·Use of these drugs. in this manner and for recreational purposes continues to 
increase. GHB is responsible for the death of 17 year old Hillocy Jean. Farias of. 
La P~rte. TeAas, iD Aµgust, 1996. The drug was apparently ·slipped into 
Hilloty's drink ·without her knowledge. 

,. . '*RACIAL HATE CRIMES 

CO~SPONSORED the Hate Crimes Prevention Act of 1998, which would 
. expand the scope of the' federal government's ability to prosecute hate crimes.· . 
The bill expands the definition of bate crimes to include crimes motivated by the 

· ·victirri~·s sexual orientation, gender, or disability_ 

HELD a· µate crimt town ball meeting in Houston. In attendance: Acting". . 
Assistant Attorney General Bill Lann Lee, Civil Rights Division; U.S. 
Department of Justice; Houston Councilwoman Annise Parker; meml:iers of the 
fariiily of James Byrd Jr.; as well as representatives from variow; minority · 
groups, 

. INCREASED. funding for. the Community Relations Services of tbe D.epartment 
of Justice by $500,000 by amending the Conim.ercc, Justice, ."State 
Appropriations Bill The Comnnm:ity Relations Service combats racial hate 

: crimes like the June murder of :Mr. James: Byrd in Jasper, Te;\3S. · 

~JUVENILE JUSTICE 

· rNTRODUClID the Juvenile Rape in Prison Protection Act requ.irmg a 
mandatory minimum of life imprisonment for anyone 21 years of age or older . 

· . who commits aggra.vated sexual assault aiainst a federa1 prisoner under the age 
of 18~ · 

··.· .... ::: .. 
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·WORKED with my colleagues during the appropriations process in an effort to 
find fundlll·g m the House Commerce-Justice-State Appropriations bill for the 
establishment of a Center for rhe Study and Prevention of Juvenile Crime and 
Delinquency at Prairie View A&M University outside of Houston, Texas. 
Congresswoman Jackson Lee· was delighted that the Senate bill has included 
$500,000 for the establishment of the Center, aDd that during the final stages of 
~ebate before passage of the House bill the need for support of the Center was 
also addressed. 

OFPEl~.EP an amendment that was accepted into the Juvenile Justice section of 
the Haus~ version of the Commerce,_ State, Justice Appxopriations Bill, · 

. increasing funding by $750,000 to allow the Justice Department to enter into a 
contract with the National Research Council of the National Academy of 
Sciences to: conduct a study of computer-based technologies for controlling 
electronic transmission of pornographic images; outline r~~earch needed to 
develop computer~based control technologies to the point of practical utility for 
controlling the electronic tra~mission of pornographic images; identify the 
inherent limitations of computer-based control t.echnologies for controlling 
electronic transmission of pornographic images; address policies or management 
te.chniques needed .to ensure the effectiveness of these control technologies; 
·provide policy options for the deploy:m.ent of such control technologies; and 
review the potCtitial for the identification of illegal pornographic images with a 
goal of criminal prosecution. 

ADOPTION 

PASSED two amendments to the adoption bill. The first amendment provides 
procedures for ·criminal records check..'l. and checks of a State's child abuse 
registry for ac.y prospective foster parent or adoptive parent, and any employee 
of a child care instirution before the final approval for placement of a child is 
granted. The ameo4ment is aimed at preventing th~ rnqvement of a child from 
one dangerous situation to another. The second amendment was offered jointly 
by myself and Con.gresswoman Carolyn Maloney. This amendment expresses 
the sense of the Congress that the States should have in effect laws and 
procedures which permit a paren~ who is critically ill or near death, without 
surrendering parental rigbts1 to designate a standby g\Lardian for the parent's 
minor children. 
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INFANT PROTECTION 

rNTRODUCED legislation creating civil sanctions against hospitals and criminal 
sanctions against those act£?rs who intentionally or negligently misidentify an 
infant The criminal legislation will subject any person who intentionally 
misidentifies an infant or alters or destroys an identification record to fines and 
up to ten years· impri.s.onm~t The civil legislation will require hospitals 

. reimbursed Wlder the medic;:are system to establish and implement security 
procedures to reduce the likelihood of infant patient abduction. 

I' • 

WOMEN'S ISSUES 

VOTED to suppott privately f@ded family planning for service women and 
military dependentS. 

OPPOSED an amendriietit to H.R. 4101 which would have prevented the FDA 
· from testing any drugs which could be used as abortifacients and voted in 

suppon of H.R. i122, which allows women access to partial birth abortions · · 
when they are necessary for the mother's health. 

OPPOSED ~endment to H.R. 3682, which would prolnoit the transportation of 
minors across $t.Bte lines for the purposes of securing an abortion. Proposed 
amendments which would have excepted from the prob.ihition the minor's aun~ 
uncle, clergy member, or rabbi. 

VOTED TO SUPPORT the use of RlCO (the Federal Anti-Racketeering Act) in · ... ·:-: 
order to prosecute violent anti-abortion protest.ors. 

VOTED TO SLTPORT the DeGette Amendment ou H.R. 4276, which allows 
· wo·men. in prison access to abortions. 

PARTICIPATED in a Lactation in Qie Workplace forum on July 28, 1998, 
focQli!i+ig .on the importance. of allowing breastfeeding, working women a clean 
and private place· to express their milk or breastfeed their children. 

HOUSING 

. PASSED ON VOICE VOTE an amendment to encourage public housing 
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· a.utho.ri~es~:contrai:tors and subcontractors; to make: a maximum effort to the 
extent p0ssible to. hire residents· of the public housing development, that the 
contractor or subcontractor thinks is qualified to perform a job related task. 
·This will directly help people living in Curiey Homes, Garden City Homes, and 
Irvington Village find and keep· good jobs as they make _the transition from · 

· .. welfare to work ·or fro.m minimwn wage positions co better paying ·skilled jobs . 

. GAY/LESBIAN. lSSUES 

VOTED AGAiNST non-segregated military training and opposed the Hefley . 
Amendinent·to the.Appropriations ac·t which would have removed President 

. Clinton».s executive. order against discrimination against individuals as a result of 
their sexual orientation. · · 

SCIENCE AMEND~IENTS 

·PASSED Amendment. on the floor· to the F~!J.. . .A.. Authorization Bill .of 1997 );)y 
· adding· Historically ·Black. Colleges and Universities. and Hispanic. Servmg 

Institutions. in the language of .the bill · which ·targets research at primarily 
undei'g:Taduate institutioll3 ~t inyolve -Ulidergradiiates in their research on subjects 
of relevanc~ tc ·the FAA. Thia . highlights minority universities and promotes 
research' and deve_lopment':activities at these. historically. undcscl'Ved colleges. 

· PASS.ED a Sense of the Congiess amendment on the floor that the Director of the 
):~tionaI.. Science Fo1:1J1dation sball donate surplus computers and other research 
·equiptnent"to elementary a.i;id· secondary education schoois in order ta eiihance their 
science and niathematics programs~ This allows students tci benefit froni surplus 
equipme:ni donated by. the NSF with little ·or: no cost to the schools or school · 
districts .. Unlike Presi4ential . Executive Order 12999 ,. this amendment would go . 

. beyond just the .don.ation of comp~tcr equipment but would also allow ~ donati011 
of beakers, test tube!, models of molecules or atoms,' as well as other fypes of lab 
material which would· be useful in the education of our children. This would h~lp 
Mrs .. ·M~rgarct Hammer, at Parker ~tennediate School ·here in· Houston, who 
received. · ~ Preside~ti~ A W'ar4 for E~c;:ellence in Elcmc!ltary Mathell'latics and 

· Science Teaching 'tlris year.. · 

. PASSED an amendmen~ to ·the Civilian Space Authorization Act. on the floor, to 
str:i.ke piovisions of the bill-which would prohibit NASA from using appropriated 
.funds ·to pay.the tuition or living expenses of any NASA employee attending ibe · 
International Space. Umversity; The effect of the amendment is to allow NASA to 

. ~e funds for seilding students ta the International Spa_ce Ui:iversity. Employees of 

, ... 
'·.:::,> 
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NASA \\ill gain a greater international perspective of space technology from the 
expertise of other space agencies worldwide. 

PASSED an amendment. included as report language, stating the Sense . of the 
Congress· that NASA, when .requesting contract proposals as a result of downsizing 
activiti~s. should first congider those proposals tliat indicate a willingness to hi.re 
-personnel c~ntly perfornring functions for which a contract will be awarded. This 
protects employees at :N'ASA from loosing their jobs when subcontracts expire. It 
allows these workers to be considered first for employment positions with new 
subcontractors. 

::: 

PASSED an amendment to ·in~rease fonding for Historically Black Colleges and 
· Universities under NASA's minority research and education programs. The 
amendment adds $5.8 million to th.e authorization request of $25.5 millio~ which 
restores the program to the FY i 997 funding level of $31. 3 million. 1bis improves 
and expands research programs of HBCU's with NASA and promotes science and 
technol9gy ~t minority universities. 

PASSED an amendment to the Next Generation Internet (NGI) Bill to increase tb.e 
visibility of Historically Black Colleges, Hispanic Serving Institutions, and small 
colleges in federal internet programs.· The amendment also requires the NGI 
Advisory Committee to make recommendations to these instirutions so tbat they can 
better participate in the development of the NG!. 

' PASSED. an amendment in Committee to the National Oce3.Ilic and Atmospheric 
Administrati.on Authorization Act of 1997, which restored $7 million in funding for 
the Global Leaming at'lrl ObseTVations t9 Benefit the Environment (GLOBE) 

. Program. GLOBE is a creative opportunity for students to participate in real hand.s­
on science by reporting over 500,000 scientific observations, via the Intem~t, which 
are used by scientists in professional research efforts across the world. Over 3,500 
schools are involved worldwide with schools in every state in the U.S. 

OPPOSED the Roemer Amendment to tbe NASA Appropriation for the fiscal year 
·of 1999. The amendment wo.uld ba~·e effectively terminated the funding for the 
International Space St.ation. 

LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE 

REQUESTED AND RECEIVED an additional $3.5 million to the U.S. Army 
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Corps of Engineers in Fiscal year '9B funding for the Sims Bayou flood control 
project in Houston, Tex.;is. to expend throughout Harris County, and to immediately 
remedy continuous flooding of residential communities in the 18th Congressional 
District as part of the Energy and Water Appropriations bill . 

. PUCED an additioual $9.4 Million in the 1999 appropriation for the continued 
construction o! the Sims Bayou Project in the Energy & Water Subcommittee on 
Appropriations. 

SUCCESSFULLY PLACED language in the Transportation Appropriations Bill 
that would .add $2 Million ·for a: major inve3o:nent smdy for an alternative 
transportation system in Houston. 

HUMAN- RIGHTS AND FOREIGN POLICY 

:\1EMBER of the Congressional Human Rights Caucus, whose aim it is to preserve 
human rights around the globe. 

CON!)UCTED an Ethiopian Human Rights Colloquy on Wednesday, July 30: with 
Chairman Sonny Callahan and Ranking Member Na.ocy Pelosi during the debate 
on H.R. 2159, the Foreign Operations Appropriations for Fiscal Year 1998_. 

PASS.ED an amendment to House Resolution 1757, the Foreign Policy Act which 
directs the Department of State to· closely monitor and take into account human 
rights progress in Ethiopia as it obligates funds dwing fiscal years 1998 and 1999 
for Ethiopia. 

OFFERED an amendment to the President's FASTRAK legislation that calls for the 
President to-review conditions along the U.S.-Mexican Border which should include 
housing, labor, and environn:lC'nt issues as they rr;:J~te to U.S. companies that are on 
the border. 

HELD a news conference with .three. U.S. Ambassadors to Africa to discuss their 
"reverse mission'' to Houston. Ambassadors were visiting from the countries of 
Algeria, Mozambique, and Uganda. 

NETDAY 

L\ffRODUCED House Resolution 38, A Sense of the Congress Resolution to 
recognize the outstanding achievements of NetDay. The NetDay 2000 project is 

~""" 

. .;.,. 
•' . ~ . 
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a private public partnership which is created for providing 20% of our nation's 
schools with the necessary wiring for schools to have Internet access. To date th~ 
a.re 71 cosponsors in the House of Representatives. This resolution provides 

·Congress with ·a. way Qf vQj(:jpg support fQr this project, which has provided and 
should provide access for all children; rural, suburban, and u.rbiiD, regardless of 
whether they are ·poor or more well-off 

= 

Locally1 Congresswoman Jackson Lee has served as Honorary Chair.of the NetDay 
·PJmmin$. Committee for the Houston Independent School District's NetDay cfforta. 
Under the leadership of. Dr. Rod Page, Superintendent of the Houst.on Independent 
School .District; Anne Meyn, Technology Business Community Liaison, Daryl Ann 
Borel, Assistant Supcrintc.ndent for Technology; and her staff, ·the Houston 
Independent School District NetDay96 projec:t was a success. From this. effort 
138,980·. students now have Internet access in the libraries of their elementary, 
junior, . and high schools. This was accomplished 'With the assistance of 1,20~ 
·vollinteers, who contributed theit time to neighborhood schools. The generosity of 
sponsors, volunteers, students, teachers, and Houston Indspendent School District 
personnel saved Houstonians $58,080. · 

LEARNING DISABILITIES 

INTRODUCED a bill that would charge the Secrerary of Education ·in conjunction 
with the·National Academy of Sciences to conduct a study.that. would determine 

. the most efficient way. to identify and treat dyslexfa in early elementary aged 
children (K-3rd. p-ade). The Secretary would be responsible for i:eporting the 
.Department ·of Education's findings to Congress within four (4) month~ of the . 
enactment of the bill. The Ultimate purpose. of this study would be to hopefully 
c.r~ate a scientific definition of dyslexia that could be used to write . further . 

. legislation directed ·at combating the growth of this learning disability . among . 
· American youth. 

HEALTH 

~u"'"' 
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HELD a· conference call with the U.S. Surgeon General, Dr. David,.Satcher, and Dr. 
WHliam Archer, Ill, Conunissioner for tb.e Te<Qs Department of Health to discuss , 

.. the medical impaCt of the "haze" caused by the wild.fires in Mexico. · · . . . . . 

·. EST ABLJ°SHED , an 8.00 number for the. purpose of gathering i1'lformatfon ori . 
medic'al.problems associated with the ''haze". · 

.:; 

TAX REFORM 

INTRODUCED a bill wbieh amends the Intemal Revenue Code of 1986.··~; 
. · . elimlli.ate the marri~ge penalty; establish a commission to simplify the ta~ ·code;· 

· teq.uire" the Int.em.al· Revep.ue Service to use alternative disp11te.res.olution; and 
p~hiQit certain discrimination. by Internal Revenue Service offieers and employees 
VriUUn ~e .J.R..S. This bin was introduced by ~c Congresswoman .as a resuit of . 

. ·hearings that ·she held in the 18th Congressional District on LR.S. ·reform. · 

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 

In .. response to the· Civil Rights Act of J.9971 also kn.own as the ·Canady.Bill •. 
Congresswoman Sheila. Jackson Lee prepared eleven (11) 01,1t of the forty-fo1ir ·(44) 

· Demoerati~ ··amendments poised to drastically restructure this. contiovcrsial · 
· · · : ·1egisla~on that· pro-posed to completely end affirmative action at the federal. level.· · · 

. This· Bill, spi:mson:d ·by. Rep. "Charles T. Canady (R-FL), Chai.nml:D. of tpe · 
· . Jµdiciwy~s Subcolnrilittee on. the Constitution. is by far, tile ·most potent. single 

threat ·to ~ffumativc action in America today. The Can,ady Bill wowd .end a11. · 
· . · .consid~ration: of race or "thnicity in ·the awarding of federal .jobs~ c~tracr.s .OT 

·: educatioDa.l f\mds, including the use of timetables or numerical: goals to achieve 
·etbnic diversity 'in ·these various areas of public life. Fortunately, the united frOnt· . · 
· of the minority memb~ of the House Judieiary Committee working. ~d in band· · 
·~th·some key Rcpublic~n Committee memb~ voted to indefinitely table the·bill 
on Tuesday~ November 6th in a Full Colilmittee Mark-Up. But this. victory (of 
sorts)) 'does not e~d.the threat. The mcasure:has not been defeated,"and is· still intact 

·. to live anoth~r day. To this regard, we proponents of affirmative actio~ on· in~ the 
.: ncx~: year; mllSt remain unshaken in our resol·1e to end this threa~ to justice and 

.. :.:.'·,'·,I' ' 
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July 23, 1998 

First Lady Clinton 
clo Patti Falis-Doyle 
Director of Scheduling 
The White Hou~ . 
1600 Pennsylvarl:i Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear First Lady Clinton: 

We are writing to you on the recommendation of Neel Lattimore. 

Unquestionably, you had what it took. Motivation. Inspiration. Ambition. 
.A. vis!on. ·.!..nd somehow, you found a way to make your dreams become a ~eality. 
You are an accomplished woman. 

There are other women who have what it takes. Women's Venture Fund is the 
organization that empowers them to take that first step towards entrepreneurial 
success and financial independence. 

Women's Venture Fund envisions a new world of opportunity for such women, a world 
of micro-enterprise, entrepreneurship, creative support and financial discipline that will 
allow them to lead independent, fulfilling economic lives and contribute to the 
economic life of the community. For low-income women, the Women's Venture 
Fund believes this economic success will happen through intensive cooperative 
programs combining lending, mentoring and networking. 

This year Women's Venture Fund will host a Gala Benefit in New York City on 
November 181

h at Chelsea's Milk Studios, to celebrate the.women we have supported 
while raising money to further 9ur mission. The one thing that would make it a 
p:iemo~a~-~-e:'\e:'Jiqg_wol11.~-~e~ur:st01Y.~'ij'iara~llidM,~!~~tjng,,_·1~eg;.~reat 
~~q'Wl~lg~~$t~~-~~C)1~~~~,~ff~tfe'.~~~~~f 

-~~,,~~··N!'i:<;L..__....-:..Jil": ~~~ 
We're sure you can see that this is a fitting opportunity for you to be a part of a 
progressive women's movement that will propel women to a new level of economic 
self-sufficiency. We've enclosed a brief overview to further your understanding of our 
organization. 

Ted Kruckel of Ted, Inc. will call to follow up. If you have any further questions, feel / 
free to contact our event planners at Ted, Inc. (212.564.6367). . 

· -....~SVi•Y~ 

;;0:.~~~ ~~ 
Sandra Y. Frie~an Mary ~isser 
WVF Gala Co-Chair WVF Gala Co-Chair 

cc: . ~elanne Verveer, Chief of Staff 
Neel Lattimore, BMSG 

' 
Women's Venture Fund, Inc. 

45 John Street, New York, NY 10038 

Tel 212-732-7500 Fax 212-732-2296 

t. 
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FINANCING BUSINESS 

Lending businesswomen a hand 
Ve11ture Fu11d provides start,,ups 
with loans, mentoring services 
JY MATTHEW FLAMM 

For the first two years she was 
n business, Deborah St. Clair 
1voided debt like the plague. Rather 
han borrow money for her home­
>ased floral design company, D'­
Norks, the Bronx mother of two, 
vho works days as a court clerk at 
he Bronx Supreme Court, man­
.ged by spending the money gen­
rated by sales. 

Then last year, Blackberry's, a 
oncession at Macy's Herald Square 
nd a client of Ms. St. Clair's, told 
ter it had been asked to find suppli­
rs for the Kwanzaa section of the 
;piegel E Style catalog, which fea­
ures Afrocentric merchandise. 
>piegel's ended up ordering 150 
~wanzaa wreaths, and suddenly 
)Works needed capital. 

But with no credit history or as­
ets and with less than the three 
ears in business that lending insti­
Jtions like to see on an application, 
tls. St. Clair was hardly the best 
andidate for a bank loan. Fortu­
ately for her, the Women's Ven­
ire Fund-a not-for-profit group 
>rmed in 1994 to assist women en­
·epreneurs primarily from low-in­
)me communities-was in the 
1idst of its "demonstration" year 
1d looking for loan candidates. 
'he Manhattan-based fund and 
ls. St. Clair crossed paths, and she 
)plied for a loan. 

~nding at the right time 
"I didn't want to overwhelm my 

usiness with a debt, but what I 

didn't realize is you need money to 
expand," says Ms. St. Clair, who re­
ceived a $3,000 loan from the 
Women's Venture Fund. It enabled 
her to buy materials, hire temporary 
help and generally improve her op­
erations. "The fund came in at an 
opportune time, giving me the seed 
money to go forward." 

Ms. St. Clair, who has all but paid 
off her debt, has also been aided by 
the fund's mentoring program, 
which includes monthly meetings 
and frequent phone calls with an ex­
perienced businesswoman-anoth­
er service not provided by tradition­
al loan institutions. 

Indeed, for all the targeting of 
women and mino~ity entrepreneurs 
by the larger banks and the Small 
Business Administration-which 
expanded its women's prequalifica­
tion program to New York City in 
March, specifically to increase the 
number of women receiving SBA­
backed loans-many women-run 
start-ups continue to fall under the 
radar. So says Maria Semidei­
Otero, president of the Women's 
Venture Fund. 

"The women who we're working 
with haven't been keeping business 
records adequatel}pnd,Jven't been 
in busine.ss long enougfto be eligi­
ble for bank loan:," she says. "And 
it's not just the loan. We want to cre­
ate entrepreneurs. We offer credit 
because these women need credit, 
but we feel the mentoring program 
is just as important." 

Valuable advice 
For Lee Rodriguez, owner of 

L.E.R. Efficiency Services Inc., a 
medical billing business on the Up­
per West Side of Manhattan, it was 
the mentoring program that drew 
her to the fund for a $7,000 loan this 
past winter. In business for 10 years, 
she says she might well have quali­
fied for a bank loan, if financing-­
for new office equipment and com­
puters-had been all she needed. 
Instead, with the fund, she also got 
advice on marketing and billing, and 
input on a new brochure. 

"I don't think that having a more 
seasoned business background 
means you don't need the added 
support," says Ms. Rodriguez. 'Tm 
going from one level in my busi­
ness to another, and there are huge 
differences." 

With loans ranging from just 
$400 to $7,000-with a cap of 
$15,000 under its current pro­
gram-the venture fund believes in 
starting small, which is another part 
of what makes it unique. Chase 
Community Development Corp., 
which also targets women and mi­
norities in low-income areas, has a 
minimum loan amount of$25,000. 

"We do a lot of hands-on with 
the borrower, and it's just not eco­
nomically viable to do $2,000 loans," 
says Rut.h Salzman, executive vice 
president at the Chase unit. "The 
venture fund.s havet-Juch less over­
head, and the'y tend to fill a niche." 

And even with lending institu­
tions casting a wider net, nobody in 
the venture fund community ex­
pects the need for microlending to 
go away. "We're not saying the banks 
aren't expanding-they are,". says 

In· spite of all 
the targeting 
of women 
entrepreneurs, 
many start,,ups 
continue to fall 
under the radar 

Heather Brighton, who chairs the 
Finance and Lending Committee 
for the New York chapter of the Na­
tional Association of Women Busi­
ness Owners, which examines fi­
nancing issues for women. "But 
even if there are more opportunities 
out there, it's still difficult." . 

The Women's Venture Fund, 
which is looking to get its loan fund 
up to $3 million from its current 
$130,000, has set .a goal of 100 bor­
rowers within the next year, up from 
its current total of 11. It will also be 
working as an SBA intermediary­
helping package applications for 
women who want to be accepted 
into the prequalification program. 

In the meantime, savs Ms. Sem­
idei-Otero, the funcl' is helping 
women business owners reach the 
point where they are ready for a loan: 
"We've established strong relation­
ships in communities, but it takes a 
long lead time before women are 
ready. to go forward, because they 
need more business training."• 

Reprinted with permission from (rain's New York Business, September 15, 1997. 



.) 

Oct-13-88 11 :33am From-TED INC 2125648458 T-435 P.Ol/03 F-862 

T1E:D,INC. 
FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL 

TO: Evan Cole RECIPIENT FAX: 202-456-2681 

FROM: Daphne A. Shirley SENDER'S PHONE: 212-564·6367 

DATE: October 13, 1998 SENDER'S FAX: 212-564-9459 

RE: Women's Venture Fund 

NUMBER OF PAGES: 3 (INCLUDING COVER SHEET) 

Please call the above phe>ne number if this facsimile was not progerly received. 

Evan-

Here are the suggesced talking points for Hillary's video for WVF. Please make sure I 
receive a fax of the invoice and I'll get a check cut for you ASAP_ Thanks again for all 
your assistance. 

If you have any additional questions or nel":d anything, don't hesitate to c.:all. 

245 WE!i1 29Tn 5TREE1, NEw Toh. NT 10001 PnONE 212.564 6367 f,., 212 564.9459 
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S~e&tai Conlellt for Remarks of 
Hillary B.odham Clinton 

For Women•s Vent11re Fund G~ November 18, 1.998 
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Good evc'llWg to all of you at the Milk St\ldios in Ne\\1 York who are attending the 
Women's Vemure Fund Gala. 

You are indeed making history as you so gcn~rously support the Women's Venmre Fund. 
lt is a :f.ust in New York Cicy. and an important model for the rest of the country_ 

Wbar is particularly exciting about your organi1.ation is the way you have taken an idea 
which scancd out in. Bangladesh. at the Grameen Bank, and are applying and adapting it 
to Americ:1.'s inner cities_ The :ootion is .s.imple~ small and revolutianary: hdp enc woman 
co start her own business and you have helped not only h~r, but her family and her 
community as we.ll. 

Microenterprise is an idea in which world economists are increasingly interested, 
particularly as it appJ;es to women. At the U.N. Conference in Beijing, which I anended, 
it was stories abouc women's i:nicroenrerprisc chat gave me great hope fer the furu:n:. ln 
so many pans r.>f the world, ind uding America, we have a largely overlooked, uncapped 
resource: women. lt' snot char women don't have dn:ams of bettering th~msclves and 
their families; it's that ofteD they feel trapped - by lack of acees~ lQ credit. a:nd- equally 
im.ponaut -- by lack of access to role models. 

That 1 s why the Women's V corure Funcl memo ring program is so exciting- As all of you 
in this room know, begUl.oing entelpreneurs often nc:d more cban jusr a loan - they ucc:d 
a friend - a busi.uess guidanc:e counselor co give advice from her own experience, to 

answer questions, LO give a pal on tbe back. Tiii.s is tcuJy '1t'omen helping ocher women, 
oue woman at a time. 

\J~rd 1u'. I am please.cl. tbar the Women's Venture fund bas grown so quickly- Congratulations on 
Jtl'1;' j a braining a five year grant f.rolll the U.S. Small Busin.cSs Administration to iw:rease yollr 
1ted. CC\ training and technical as~tance capabilities_ And on becoming certified by the U.S. 

Department of the: Treasury as a Comm:unity D~velapmem Financial Institution.- And 
congratulations to yaur borro~ers on their outstanding :record cf paying back their lcans­
It' s a repayment level that any large bank would be pro1Jd af. 

Woni .. n\ Vc1llUlt' Fund, lru.:. 
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I salute tho imagination and determination of your borrowers - people like Lind.a Myers 
l"ho stancd her own office cleaning busjm:ss, Daycbia Sledge who created he.r own audio 
stu.dio. Lee Rodriguez wh<? staned a medical billing company, Deborah St. Oaire with 
her imaginative ei:hn.ic flora] designs - to mentio:11 ollly a few. 

My fondest hope is that all of you borrow~ bei:time sa su~cessful rhat you outgrow the 
Women's Venture Fund because yo11 are no longer ··microentrcpreoeurs'' but highly 
successful bu.sinessVromen in your right- Th~n you roo can pas:> an your hafd-won 
knowledge and skill to other women. continuing the fine tradition of the organization that 
gave you such an important helping hand. 

Wu111,..rf, Vcr1Lu1e F11n1!. lr1<.: 



aumque asper.I 

of the Women J-

Vimture Fund program 

1".i ilJ emphaJi.r 011 Jl.:il/ 

d~elopme11J and poM.-loan 

mentoring and supporl. 

The 1imgrarn helped 

Del)(Jrah St. Clair trikr. 

her jlr.rwer bu.1ine5l /ram 

a .rlrictly local opera/um 

E -.1·tyk Spiegel crstalag. 

il'fissi.on 

omen's Venture Fund, 

Inc. seeks to expand 

entreprenmial oppor­

tunities for women by 

giving them lwo desperately needed 

things: credil and mentoring. 

The Fund's dientele are low-income 

women in the inner citr, women with an 

:already proven knack for husiness and 

who, with our help, can grow. 

In mban areas, women who are heads 

of households are frequent!)' those with 

the greatest needs but the fewest career 

opporlunilies. They represent the most 

inlractable piece of the povertr puzzle: 

according to the most recent census, 

64.o/o of lhe city's poor children are in 

female-headed households. Tapping the 

powers of entreprenemship is increasing­

ly recognized as an important strategy in 

altacking inner-city poverty. 

By b1inging jobs, capital and greater 

economic activity to a wider community, 

micro-ente1p1ise and small businesses 

serve as poweiful catalysts lo help revi­

talize a community. 

'' 
Wha.t We Do 

e want to create 

entrepreneurs. w~ 

off er credit because 

it is vital, but edu-

cation and networking are indispens-

able," says l\faria Semidei-Otero, 

Founder and Presidenl of Women's 

Venture Fund, Inc. 

'};.'omen's Venture Fund, Inc. collaborates 

with community based organizations 

throughoul New York City to identify 

aspiring entrepreneurs. With the assis-

tance of these community pruiners, we 

are able to locate and reach women who 

are operating informal ventures and help 

them understand how to better struclure 

t~eir operations for growth. 

Women's Venture Fund, Inc. identifies 

emerging business opportunities and 

offers "micro-loans", typically in the 

range of $400 to $15,000, to women who 

show promise in their enterprise. L:iw­

income women typically lack access to 

traditional sources of capital-personal 

V nlerie Mapp 

.rJrrrted n 

crui.•ewr:m line callerl 

rw b1i!tol!.!i and needed 

capital lo i.1wentol)fabric. 

{~ ~··~\~. ~· J~ 

~'~~' 
'' w ilh the help of 

the Fund I am 

kaming what ii lakeJ 

business," layJ Sa.nla Cruz, 

b~uutr lalon 01t1ner. 



marilw Pofonco 

increrued her 

printing productio11 b)· 

pu;chasing weedier 

~qmpmrmJ. with lier lom<. 

savings, family, friends and associates, 

bank loans and even credil cards. 

Although these women have the same 

capital needs as any small businessperson 

and are eager to become entrepreneurs, 

too often they lack opportunities to learn 

and acquire the requisite business skills: 

planning, marketing, selling, finance, 

recorclkeeping and so on. By combining 

capital with comprehensi\•e business 

training and support networks, we provide 

loan recipients with critical elements for 

entrepreneurial success. 

Tfomens Vimture Fund, lnc. wilL 

c Fund micro-ente1p1ises at prime pJus 2 1/J.%. 

c Provide comprehensive business training. 

:i Offer po3t-loan suppo1t through mentors. 

c Build b1idges to new business 

oppo11unities for women. 

Meet The Recip1:enls 

- o date. ·women's Venture \'i . 
Ii 

Fund, Inc. has awarded 

several dozen loans to 

.J&l.. women like the following: 

a Paula Rice: Paula's vision is to someday 

do her designing and silk-screening in a 

loft in Soho. Right now, she works out of 

her apartment and juggles her 

burgeoning business with her other job, 

teaching art therapy to homeless kids. 

To date, she's sold more than 5000 shi11s, 

hats and tote hags. W'ith her Women's 

Venture Fund 1oan, Paula purchased 

four-color p1inting equipment allowing 

her to triple her production, and in so 

doing, employ three olhers to help. 

Networking through Women's Venture 

Fund has been imaluable to her. 

:i Daychia. Sledge started mixing audio 

tracks when she wns 14; she was making 

money at it by the time she was 20. 

That's when she started her own company, 

Open Mike Productions. in her apartment. 

Darchia borrowed money to buy a PC 

with the Cubase software which aHows 

her to record, edit, and master digitally. 

Her dream: "to put together a networking 

base for women of color who strive to 

become a self-maintained economic 

'' . J 'd alu:rns 

l/ lteard :.boru 

nelworkirig-Mw I 

krum' ii really 1oorksl" 

darchia Sledg~ 
borrou.ied 

1iw1wT 1-0 t.urn lier 

ll/>r"1rnrml into a 

projit-0.ble sound Jt.udio. 

0 
co 

I l§l 
,o 

1~ 



'' . J uia11l ca pas.r 

(; thi.1· /m$inesr 

dawn '° mr children, .. 

JaJs CathJ Carpenter, 

siruggfa like I hai.oe." 

the Financial 

!rt.men~ A.uociat.ion 

of .'l'ew York ClfJ.'arded 

top honors 10 ifomens 

itmture Fundfouruler, 

Mana &midei-Olero. 

power w1thm the arts and entertainment 

industry." 

c Cat.hy Carpenter is a Bronx mother of 

four. She used a $1,500 loan to buy a 

sewjng machine that cou]cl add special 

finishes to the children's clothing she 

made. Ms. Carpenter, who had alread}' 

been selling the special-occasion clothing 

at her church and her daughter's daycare 

center, is now working with WTomen's 

Venture Fund mentors to develop a busi­

ness plan. She is determined to get her 

family off public assistance. 

A Proud Hi.st.ory 

mong ow- accomplishments: 

c A five year grant from 

the U.S. Small Business 

Administration to provide 

training and technical assistance_ 

::i Certification as a Community 

Development Financial Institution by 

the U.S. Department of the Treasury. 

::i A $100,000 challenge grant from Board 

member Abigail Disney. 

0 Participation in a roundtable discussion 

with Vice-President Al Gore on microfi-

nance and v,':ith Presidenl and :\'lrs. Clinton 

at the Women's Economic Leadership 

Conference_ 

o Certification as a loan packager under 

the Women's Pre-Qualification Loan 

Program by the Small Business 

Administration. 

/nnovalir,"e Leadership: JVfan'.a Sernidei-Otero 

Founder and Pre.si.dent 

s the founder of Women's 

Venture fund, Inc., 

Ms. Seniidei-Otero 

focuses on developing 

and promoting the vision of this unique 

loan fund. In her capacity as President, 

she manages the overall design and 

) developmenl of the Yarious credit and 

) educational programs offered. By creating 

alliances with banks and other financial 

institutions, she seeks to give more 

women access to adequate capital. 
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FINANCING BUSINESS 

Lending businesswomen a hanc 
Venture Fund pro11ides start--ups 
with ioans, mentoring services 
-BY MA1'THEW H.AMM 

For the first two ye:ir.; she was 
in business, Deborah St. Clair 
avoidi:.<l debt like rhe plague. Rather 
dun borrow money for her home­
l;:iscd floral design company, D'­
Works, the Bronx mother of two, 

who works days as a court clerk at 
rhc Bro!lx Supreme Coun, man­
aged by spending the money gen­
erated by sales. 

Then last year, Blackberry's, a 
concession at Macy's Henild Square 
and a client of Ms. St. Clair's, told 
her it had been asked to find ~uppli­
crs for the: Kvv.:i.nzaa Section of the 
Spiegel F. Styk catalog, which fea­
tures Afrocermic rnerc:h~ ndise. 
Spiegel's ended up or<lc:ring 150 
Kw·anzaa wreaths, :ind suddenly 
D'Work~ needed capital. 

But with no credit history or as­
sets and with less than the three 
years in business that lending insti­
tutions like to sec on an application, 
Ms. Sr. Clair wa5 hardly lhe best 
c:rnr.l\clate for a bank loan. Forru­
natdy for her, thr:: Women's Ven· 
ture Fund-a not-for··profit group 
forrnccl in 1994 to assisrwomer1 en­
rrepreni:-.urs primarily from low· in­
come communities-was in the 
mid.,>t of its "dcmon~uati.011" yc:::ir 
and looking for loan qndidatcs. 
The Manhattan-base!'! fond and 
Ms. St. Clair crossed r~rhs, and she 
applied for a loan. 

Funding at the right time 
"T. didn't want to ovcrwhc:lrn my 

business wirh a debt, but what I 

didn't realize is you need money to 
expand," says Ms. St. Clair, who re­
ceived a 153,000 loan from the 
Women's Venture Fw1d. It cnablc:d 
her tu buy materials, hire temporary 
help and generally imprnve her op­
erations. "The fund came in at an 
opportune time, giving me the si::e<l 
money to g-o forward." 

Ms. St. Clair, who has all hur paid 
off her debt, has also been :ii.dcd by 
the fund's mentoring program, 
which incl1.1dcs monthly meetings 
and freq1.1ent phone calls with an ex­
perienced busincsswoma.n-,moth­
er sc:rvice not provided by traditinw 
al loan institutions. 

lndc:ed, for al.I the targeting of 
women and minority entrepreneurs 
by the larger bank; and the Small 
Business -Administration-which 
CJq)anded its women's prequalific:a­
tion program to New York City in 
Marc.~h, specifically ro increase the 
number of women recei.ving SBA­
backi::d . loans-many womcn-ru11 
start-ups continue: to fall under the 
radar. So says Maria Semidci­
Otcro, presidcnt of the Women's 
Venture Fund. 

"The women who we're working 
with havcn'r hei:n keeping busines~ 
rec(}rds adequarcly and haven't bei::ri 
in huoiness long c.nough to be eligi­
ble For bank loans," she says. ''.A.ml 
ir'~ not just thdoan. We want to cre­
ate entrepreneurs. We: offer credit 
because these women need credit, 
but we feel the mencQrin~ program 
is just as importanr." 

Valuable advice 
Fur Lee Rodriguez, owner of 

L.E.R Efficiency Services Inc., a 
mcdic;i.l billing business on the Up­
pei; West Side ofManharran, it was 
the mentoring prngrnm that drew 
her ro the fund for a $7,000 ln:in this 
p:ist winter. In business for 10 years, 
she says she: mip;ht well have qu:ili­
ficd for a bank loan, if fina.ncing­
for new office equipment and com­
puters-had been all she needed. 
Insread, with the fund, she also got 
advice on markctingand billing, and 
input on a new brochure. 

"1 don't think that having a more 
seasoned business background 
means you don't need the added 
s1.1pport," says Ms. Rodriguez. "I'm 
going 6-om one level in my busi­
ness ro another, and there arc huge 
diffc~nces." -

With 1.oans ranging from just 
S400 to $7,000-with a cap of 
$15,000 under its current pro­
gram-the venture fund heli.evcs in 
st3.rting small, which is another part 
of what makes ir unique .. Chase: 
Community Development Corp., 
whic.h also targets women and mi­
norities in low-income areas, has a 
minimum loan amount of$25,000. 

"We do a lot of hands-on with 
the borrower, a.i1d i r's just nor eco­
nomicallyviable rc.i do S2,000 loans," 
says Ruth Salzman, executive vice 
president at the Chase unit. "The 
venture: funds have much les~ over­
head, aud they rend to fill a· niche." 

And i::vcn wirh lcndiug instiru­
tions c:-i~ting a wider net, nobody in 
the venture fund comm1.1nity ex­
pects the nr.:cd for rnicrolending to 
go away. "We're notsayi11g the banks 
aren'r expanding-they arc,". say~ 

In spite of all 
tl1e targeting 
of women 
entrepreneurs, 
inany start-ups 
continue to fal 
under the rada 

I leather Brighton, who d1airs 
Finance and Lc:nJing Commi1 
forthe New York chapter of the T 
tional Aosociation of Women B1 
11c:~~ Owners, which examines 
nancing issues for women. " 
even if there are more opportuni 
out d1ere, it':; scill difficult.'' 

The Women's Venture F\1 
which is looking to ger i rs loan f 
up to 53 million From its curi 
11 U0,000, has set .a goal oflOO f 
rowers within the no."t ye:ir, up fJ 
its current total of11. 1r will alsc 
working as an SBA intcrmediar 
helping package: applications 
women who want to be acccr 
into the pregualification progra; 

In the meantime, says M~. Sc 
idei-Otero, the fund is hdr 
women business owners reach 
point where thi::y arc ready for a/, 
"We've established strong rdati 
ships in communities, Gut \r tal< 
long lead time before wornen 
ready.to gn forward, because 1 

need more business training." I 

Reprinted with permission from Crain's New York Business, September 15, 1997. 
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"M1c1ucred1t is a big idea wilh 

vast potential and an invaluable 

promoting self-sutfic:iency <ind 

st1mulaiing tht e:conomy" 

- Hillary Rodham C11nron. Fust Lody 

The Wum~n·s V~niwr' Fwnd SC"e-.s 

oppurtwr111ic1 fur ..,omen by 9i,,•n9 

thi;m i ... o ocspcr111cly nccc:lea 

things: crcair and mentoring. 
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Questions for Videos 

1. What time of the day is the event? 
2. Where is the event? 
3. How many people will be watching the video? 
4. Who are the people in the audience? 
5. Who introduces her? 
6. If a conference, who will have spoken? 
7. Who is left to speak? 
8. How come she cannot attend the event? 
9. Previous participation? 
10. Relationship to any of the event/conference participants/sponsors? 

~& o-r siw,_~ 
l)~ \AM - Vi +ui1i · 

rfi_u[l{,A,~ ~ 



,r . ; ···:/:·:::~·.:.\:::~~; -.. _.-, . ·. . . . .. . . . . . . . . 
1 
t. _. .; ·:.·'The Office ·on Child Abuse and Neglect (OCAN) is pleased to announce the Twelfth National Conference 

1 
, .. _.· >·/~ ~ri··child Abuse anci Neglect, November 16-zi, I998, in Cincinnati, Ohi~. The ·conference theme~ . · 

j .<: _>.: -., .• : Engaging America~s Comm~nities: Joining Together for Safe Children and Strong Families, 
\ . · embraces the growing recognition that protecting children and strengthening families involve 

· collaborative efforts by entire communities. The theme embodies our pledge to work collectively, 
across all disciplines and cultures, to develop innovative solutions for preventing and treating 

child abuse and neglect well into the 21st Century. 
OCAN, along with the 30 Conference Co-Sponsors, invites you to come to Cincinnati to 

promote new working relationships, exchange cutting-edge information on research,_ 
review model programs, and learn innovative techniques that hold promise for 

mobilizing communities on behalf of children. 
A mixture of interactive educational sessions such as plenaries, skills seminars, 

networking sessions, and ·workshops will be offered, as many disciplines and 
perspectives come together to discuss a broad range of policy, research, . 

program, and practice issues concerning the prevention, intervention, and. 
treatment ofchild abuse and neglect. 

This. Conference is designed for child advocates, clergy members, . 
corporate leaders, educators, law enforcement professionals, parents, 

policy makers, practitioners, researchers, social workers, 
volunteers; and anyone committed to helping communities 

\. keep_ children safe. ; 
\ • ." ~ •, . • - . •.I .. ,-L_._.~-_.__.--_.......,_ - ··-·' . :-~~-· .. --~: ~c~::'--~---Ar. ----- --~-----

Join USat~~he Opening Plenary 
& Gala. Receptid-n!~~~_:,·.~~:;-
Tuesday, Novembe·r 17,_ 6 p.m_. __ .. ·_.:--_.., 
Convention Center Ballroom,.. 

Come and let usre~ha~ge: 'revitaliz~! and renew your commitment to engage 
America's _com,,;u~ltfes, protect chi_ldrei1 and strengthen families!!! 

Join your colleagues for the Opentn;"Plenary session of t~~f elfth National Conference on Child Abuse 
and Neglect with our keynote speaker, The Honorable Carol vy. Williams, Associate Commissioner of the 
Children's Bureau. In this position, Dr. Williams is responsible for the management and oversight of 
Administration for Children and Families (ACF) programs that focus on strengthening and supporting 
children and families, and on enhancing State and local child welfare programs and services. Dr. Williams 
has an extensive backg~dund in ~hild' welfare. Before coming to ACF, she was a senior associate at the 

\ /~.-· I 
Center for Social Policy in ·w<fshington, D.C. and director of the Child Welfare Leadership Center at the 

University of ~~r~h :~.aro~i~.<l:;_-._··. ( ~ 
Dr. William{ will seMhe tone for the Conference, challenging participants to think creatively, harness . - · / 

· P-· ,.· ·. \ f·: .. \ __..,- .. , 
their energy, and learn t_~e latesLapproaches to combating child maltreatment in this country. __.--;'-c. ~ : / 

During the course oft~{ week, othe~ distinguished guests invited to join us inc~ud1(0~/t_'·:~~rr;'B~~ielt~n, 
America's pediatrician, and President of the Pampers Parenting Institute~_ .. / ... -·' .. : .. : ···;··~,·: :. ···. : .. ·· .. '.' · \ 

' • o ' • • ' r ~ • \ 

The Opening Gala Reception, sponsored by the Pampers Parenting Institute, will follow at the Cincinn?ti 
Convention Center. Entertainment will be provided by the School for the Creative a~d Performing Arts\ 
Chorale Group of the Cincinnati Public Schools. ~ -, <~\ 
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!·< / :····· ...•... ·· .· .. .··. /• .··. < 
/ ~bout the Office on Ch)ld Ahuse a~d· ~eglect _- .: > ... 

The Office· on Child .Abuse and Negle"ct (OCAN} wa_s. established within the Children's Bureau to · '. _ "· 
, . . - ,i 

provide leadership in _the ~eld. of child ~al treatment ~nd in the prevention of a_buse'-.,and neglect.· ·~: ._; 
The Ch,ildr~n's Bureau is_ an agency of ~he Adminis~ation on ~hildren, Youth ahd. Famil~es in. · ~ · : ·:. :f, . 
the ;7i~n;:;;•;;:~.t~~~:~iti; :;;;;:;~~:~:,:;~:,~e~:;u~e~:~,:e:~:e~7~:;,~e~:~<:'- ~'.f .. • 
State'_and l<?C:al agenc~es,:QC_AN_is ~hepational focal point for·child abuse and neglect policy. The ', :.:. : 
ag7ncy oyers~esJrtef.ag.ei{cy ~cm~,borative efforts, i11:cI~dirig interage~cy agreements', _s.pori~ois ',, .. > . 
na.tional_.conferences and leads special initiatives,relat~d. to. c_hild abuse ,a_nd neglect. OCAN is the-, . · · 

~ri~dpal Fe~e~a~ C:c:>o~~-in.atiO~ poin~ ~o~ all ~<;:tiviti_es related _to e~sudng the. sa~ety of child_~~n at.,>\, .. · 
nsk. ct9AN.s.upp~rts prevent10n act1v1t1e) ~rough the. Commumty-Base_<;J _Famlly:Res.8~rce and · · ~l ·. · -;\ 

Support progra.m and promotes improvements,in Child Protective Service (CPS) systems. In-· .· ·, · · - · :·.:~~ 
-:. . 7 ...r . • .~. . ·- • . . . . . l • ~ . ·-'~ 

coordination' with the Departmen!/~f J~~:~~-~, O!=AN_ is alsq responsible fo! b~ilding n-ehyorks_for ~ ·, ·:'·:~~~ family support and preventi/h.)~?h,t)e~i'.drn J~sti~e Act ~ ::: < · , · ·· . · ~ · ' ;' 
..-;-lit 

DEP ARTMENI' OF HEAL TH & HUMAN SERVICES 

Dear Colleagues and Friends: 

Administration for Children and Families 
Administration on Children, Youth and Families 
330 C Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20201 

I am extremely pleased to extend this invitation to you to join us in Cincinnati 
for the Twelfth National Conference on Child Abuse and Neglect. 

Your presence here will affirm the urgency of the problem of child abuse. No 
matter how many times we hear the awful statistics, they continue to shock 
and stagger us - over one million incidents of child maltreatment each year. 
We know, too, that the experience of abuse and neglect is not easily erased, 
and it leaves its mark on succeeding generations. 

Fighting child abuse effectively requires that we forge a coalition of caring, 
a true partnership consisting of government at all levels, community leaders, 
corporate America and each one of us as parents and concerned adults. 
Conferences such as this one allow us to exchange information, share know­
ledge, and gain the inspiration necessary to continue to struggle and win. 

I commend you for your dedication, your resourcefulness and your 
commitment to the health and well-being of children, for in many important 
ways, this issue defines our future as a nation. I look forward to greeting you 
at the opening session and throughout what promises to be a productive 
and enjoyable conference. 
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Sincerely, · 

'" 
~.di~ 
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Carol W. Williams, D.S.W. 
Associate Commissioner 
Children's Bureau 
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Otfi~e on. Child 'Ai>'~~·e 'and Neglect/Children's Bureau, Administration on 
. .. ·, . . ·' . .· . 

'.> .·Children, Youth and Families, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. 
: • ·';: c ~ .} ••• ~;.:_ ~.:.:. . · ,. '. \" • • • • • • • • 

.. - Department of Health and Human Services· 
. : .~ .. ·, .. ~ · ... ~ .. , ;~-,;·:. ·. ~ ?(;.f:·. -~ : . ~·. =1 ~;1," .·· . 

· : . .'.-'\,_·: Na~ion.·a1_ Co-Sponsors 
... · •. · :_ . .' ... :-r; ·. l. • .. ... - . ....... .. •••· ... ·.:-: •. . 

.. . : :. =-. American Academy of Pediatrics-.:;: . 
• ••• ~-· ~~. :~:~~·· .. -1.. ••• ·':':···.··~·:.. • .... :· •••• •• ··,·-:o·~··· : 
'··<;'.:,::-American Federation of State,":.':< :- · 
~;:;<~· .. ~ ·· ·i ;_;,~> \' .'·;' I.~·· ."I~· ·, .. ~ ... ' ~· ,,·, ..• ' ' •, .' ·~:.:.-.: . ~ • • <~ - .. 

· . 
. .... ~ ,~ 

... .. 
;;· :. >-,_·county and Municipal Employees .\.·. 
~~-·.,.~-~~-~.-7. <:-·~ .1·- .. ·~.·;::· • .::.:.:· . .":.·!:~ .. ::.~· ..... • ..... -.. 1'.,;· :_.· ... · .. ·: . . :., 1 ·~· -~· :..~ 
: . ~-· ": ... American Humane Association, Children's Division·· · ... · · . 

., . 

.i'·: . .... . ..... 
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· .... :.-. ·.:.·._-:;:· .•.. .-· ..... ~~·.:.-,.. :>:.··.-.J,.~:!·,.~·:· .. ';; ...... 1i-·:r·.·. j .... · ... , .!;;:.-.:~ 1: .: 1 :.~~ •. _ .. 1 :. ·°;.! •••• ·.:.·· •• ~-- ....... ,-:;.1 ::: 

(" :,'·:.c""American_ Professional Society ·on the Abuse of Children 
'; •. ·.: .. ~· • •~, .. : ... :-:• .... j" I'.. • • - ' ". "'\. .;_ "o, ;·,,,,,• 

'.:-_' .. -.. ; American ~sychologic.al Association 
• / -~ • - t • . \ ... _i.. ..... ·":r J" • ' .. ~ • . • • • • 

\ ::;: ;;,:.:; Am°~r·i~ari Public Welfare"Association : .. · -· .. ·' ...... :: ,.,:·· .... - . '.: .... . ,. .. . . ' ·.... ...... .. .. -.· -:· . .. , .· 

'r:~_:.:~~-;'"~~n!:e ~(.~as~~ :F~u~da~~o~:_.: .;,~ . . ·:. · .r 

t\. -;';: B!~ck Administrators in_ Child Welfare · '. ,: 

\':~\'."?'B'g;~ i.t"~i~1~'-'c1~bs\)t~A·;,;e~i~~ .. -;·~ · :. · ~:" · .... '.. 
f"":"t ;~.~ . :. .. • • .. • .. .-: ' ' •• !-: i• ... ,:f• ' ; ... :.; ::... . • . ·ii 

\":r ~:·:-Child Welfa~e League' cii'Ame~ica. '. '.?'. .. ; • . . . '. 
~-. .·.. ., .. :·· :.':. .... '1"" . . . •·•• •. : .. ; \ ' • . 

1:· · .. ' -. Committee f~>r Hispanic Children and Families 

:; · .'f·c~·u·n~ii ;6~ S~cial W~rk Education 

.··County Welfare Directors Association 
\ , .. ·. . .-.. . . . - : 

\' :·.'.~'. .. The Edna McConnell Clark Foundation 
t<·~ . .:~· .. ·1\·' .. •. <:·.J ~· .. · ..... . .... ; :, ·~ .~ . . ·: 
\"' · " Freddie Mac Foundation · · 

i · National Alliance of Children's Trust & Prevention Funds .·.; ... 
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Nicole R. Rabner 

10/14/98 01:27:01 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: Noa A. Meyer/WHO/EOP 

cc: 
Subject: Thoughts re video for 12th Nat. Cont on Child Abuse and Negle 

---------------------- Forwarded by Nicole R. Rabner/WHO/EOP on 10/14/98 12:28 PM---------------------------

Record Type: 

lheneson @ acf.dhhs.gov 
10/14/98 10:20:00 AM 

Record 

To: Nicole R. Rabner 

cc: 
Subject: Thoughts re video for 12th Nat. Cont on Child Abuse and Negle 

Hi Nicole--

We really appreciate the First Lady's agreeing to do a video for our 
conference. Those around here who were lucky enough to hear her speech to 
the NCPCA last Tuesday would be delighted if she could excerpt five minutes 
from that speech and use it in the video. We would like her to emphasize 
her personal commitl')'lent to the well being of children and families and to 
speak from her observations and experience about the effects of abuse and 
neglect, as well as to deliver a hopeful message about how prevention and 
intervention can interrupt the cycle of maltreatment. 

As you know, this is the twelfth national conference on this topic. As an 
agency, HHS is very committed to supporting ongoing teaching, training and 
networking efforts such as this, which allow people from all over to get 
together and learn about the state of the art in child maltreatment 
research, program and policy. 

The First Lady's video will be shown on opening night (November 17). The 
keynote speaker for that night is James Comer of the Yale Child Development 
Institute. Carol Williams, the Associate Commissioner of the Children's 
Bureau will precede Dr. Comer to set the tone for the conference. She will 
probably also introduce the video. The audience will consist of some 
2000-2500 people from all aspects of the field, including social workers, 
physicians, nurses, lawyers, judges, educators, mental health professionals, 



government policy makers and volunteers from the community, so her remarks 
should probably be wide-ranging. I believe that we provided you with 
background material for the NCPCA speech. I hope that's enough, but let me 
know if you need more. 

Vis a vis tre format for the video, we can accommodate just about any 
format but BET A will give us the best video quality. Nevertheless, we can 
accept one-half inch VHS format or SP format. Whatever suits you will be 
fine with us. 

Thanks again, 
Lynne Heneson 
202 205 1723 


