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P6/(b)(6) 

August 14, 1998 

Ms. Melanne V erveer 
Chief of Staff to the First Lady 
Office of the .First Lady 
l 600 Pennsylvania A venue 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Ms. Verveer, 

MURRAY KUSHNER 
I P6/(b )(6) I 

P.O. BOX 6622 

BRIDGEWATER. N.J. 08807 

We received your letter of June 5, 1998. We are writing to you regarding the.First 
Lady's possible involvement in the first annual concert gala to benefit MS - "Musical 
Moments for MS" which will be held at the New Jersey Performing Arts Center in 
Newark, NJ on November 18, 1998. 

Recognizing that the First Lady might not be in attendance, we would like a video 
address from her to show on the evening ofthe'performance. For your convenience, I 
have attached a sheet outlining the event. 

P6/(b)(6) 

If you need any further information regarding the event, please don't hesitate to call our . . 
event coordinator, Mary O'Mealia at 908-781-8418. Please let Mary O'Mealia know 
whom she needs to contact regarding the coordination of the video. 

Thank you in advance for your help. We look forward to speaking with you in the near 
future. 

---·~. Sincerely, 

i'S4't7, ~ 
Susan P. Thomases urray Kushner 

P.S. Also enclosed for your review is the copy for the invitation to be sent in September. 
- ·No changes can be made after August 21st. Please call Priscilla Miller in Mary 

O'Mealia's office (908-781-8418) to make any changes. 



'MUSICAL MOMENTS FOR MS 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

This is the first annual Gala Benefit Concert to benefit Multipl~ Sclerosis> 
Researeliafffie Neurological Iff'Stittite of New Jersey at the Univei'sity of 
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey (UMDNJ). 

The event will be held at the New Jersey Performing Arts Center in Newark, 
New Jer hi ed in October of 1997. The event will be held in 
Prudential Hall, which is magnificent. ave enclosed a flyer on the Arts 
Center to give you some additional background information. 

Linda Ronstadt will perform in concert. Tony Randall will act as Master of 
Ceremonies. 

There will be three honorees for the evernng: 
*Corporate Excellence Award 
Lodewijk J.R. de Vink, President and COO, Warner Lambert Company 
*Medical Excellence A ward 
Stuart D. Cook, M.D. Chair, Neurosciences, New Jersey Medical School 
and Acting President, UMDNJ 
*Artistic Excellence Award 
Emily Mann, Artistic Director; Mccarter Theatre in Princeton, NJ 
(Emily Mann has MS.) 

The chairpersons for the event are Lee and Murray Kushner. Lee is an MS 
patient of Dr. Cook's. 

The fund raising goal is $2 million to endow a chair in neurosciences at 
UMDNJ. 
(We have currently raised in excess of $1 million.) 

The Governor of New Jersey will issue a.proclamation declaring November ) 
l81

h MS Day. 

What is MS? 
A disease of the brain and spinal chord resulting in damage to the nerves. 
It strikes people in the primes of their lives - between 15 and 60 years old. 
The hallmarks of the disease are unpredictability, uncertainty and loss 
control. --='--_.;..~;_-=--_:.-----
3()0;00o+ Americans have MS with nearly 00 new case diagnosed each 
week. 
Women develop MS at a rate almost four times that of men. 
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Abo11t Multiple Sclerosis (MS) 
. I 

Multiple Sclerosis is a disease of the brain and spinal cord 
characterized by the loss of myelin (the covering of nerve fibers) 
md damage to! the nerves themselves. it ~s one of the most 
common neurcilo -~. · s of young adults. It strikes 
people in the prim een the ages of 15 and 60 
y~ars old with the .. een the ages of 30 and 50. 
WO!'Nl.r- 6'."c.~~ o!t~ .lt"'~f\c. ~.i_ o~ rna.n. 

MS has m~y sym . physical and 
emotional con~equenc . n and quality of life. 
The hallmarks of MS ar ainty, and loss of 
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combating Multi J"~· 

result in drastic 
roductivity, family 
osis is uncertain 

one individual 
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The New edicine and Dentistry 
of New Jersey. vider of ertia eurological services 
to the State of Ne sey through its patient care, research, and 
education programs at UMDNJ-University Hospital and New Jersey 
Medical School. In November of 1997, to promote and advance this 
center of excellence, the University established the Neurological " 
Institute of New Jersey. 

You are cordially invited to attend 
"Musical Moments for MS" 

Concert Performance by Linda Ronstadt 

Stuart D. Coo 
New Jersey Medical S 

rosciences, 
esident, UMDNJ 

· ector, McCarter Theatre 

ber 18, 1998 
·' Newark, NJ 
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"Musical Moments for MS" 
Name ____________________ Title-----------

Company 

Address-------------" 

Gty , Zip------

\ 
E __ ~would like to attend the ~~),,Annu~~~~~~,J~ "Musical Moments for MS"] ~~ 

· (Please check yollf),evel of commtti:nent below) · · 

"Alto" lj~ "Tenor#,. 
_Underwriter@ $25,000 (10 tickets) ·-;;~ _ Undeiwriter@$10,000 (10 tickets) ·;.;.,;. .:;tt~:-

- Individual Tickets@ $2,500 each ·'.s;, _Individual Tickets@ $1,000 each 
(VIP pre--event recrprion, front row ~Httng. Sp«"W.I rtc0KJ11aun) ~~: (Pnv111r pre-ev~t n!aption, priority w11ang. sp«iod pmgr11m listing) 

"Soprano" ....... . Bass: 
_ Underwriter@ $5,000 (10 tickets) 

_ Individual @ $500 each 

Underwriter@ $15,000 (10 ticke'ts 
- ·.-:P~~; 

Individual Tickets @ $1,500(e;{ 
(VIP pre--event rectpnon, prfl'rrmn.al s.e•hnR- sp«t.d:·· (Speaal,,;,:,gr•mJ!<'s•ngJ 

I would like ___ ticket(s) @ $' ___ _ _I cannot attend, but enclosed is a 
donation of$ ___ _ 

Please make checks payable to: The Foundation of UMDN)/MS • Return in the enclosed envelope 

( 



· 'Reply Card.Envelope 8/6/98 10:07 AM P~ 1. 

Lee & Murray Kushner 
Concert Gala Chairpersons 
"Musical Moments for MS" 

Event Headquarters 
P.O. Box 175 

Peapack, NJ 07977 

D 

+ 
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MURRAY KUSHNER 
I P6/(b)(6) I 
P.O. BOX 6622 

BRIDGEW.ATER.. }11.J. 08807 

P6/(b)(6) P6/(b)(6) 

August 14, 1998 

Ms. Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to the First Lady 
Office of the First Lady 
1600 Pennsylvania. Avenue 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Ms. Verveer, 

We received your letter of June 5, 1998. We are writing to you regarding the First 
Lady's possible involvement in the first annual concert gala to benefit MS - "'Musical 
Moments fo c · eld at the New Jersey Perfonning Arts Center in 
Newark Jon November 18, 199 

Recognizing that the First Lady might not be in attendance,. we would liks;.i:de~ 
address from her to show on the evening of the perl'ormance. For your conv~ence, I 
have attached a sheet outlining the event. 

If you need any further information regarding the event, please don't hesitate to· call our 
event coordinator, Mary O'Mealia at 908-781-8418. Please let Mary O'Mealia know 
whom she needs to contact regarding the coordination of the video. 

Thank you in advance for your help. We look forward to speaking with you in the near 
future. 

Sincerely, 

x,~'17~ 
Susan P. Thomases 

I ---~-
11uxray Kushner 

p .S. Also enclosed for your review is the copy for the invitation to be sent in September. 
N9 changes can be made after August 21st. Please call Priscilla Miller in Mary 

-O'Mealia' s office (908-781 ·8418) to make any changes. 
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MUSICAL MOMENTS FOR MS 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Titls is the first annual Gala Benefit Concert to benefit Multiple .Sclerosis 
Research at the Neurological Institute of New Jersey at the University of 
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey (UMDNJ). 

The event will be held at the New Jersey Performing Arts Center in Newark, 
. New Jersey which opened in October of 1997. The event will be held in 
Prudential Hall, which is magnificent. I have enclosed a flyer on the Arts 
Center to give you some additional background information. 

Linda Ronstadt will perfonn in concert. Tony Randall will act as Master of 
Ceremonies. 

There will be three honorees for the evening: 
*Corporate Excellence Award 
Lodewijk J.R. de Vink1 President and COO, Warner Lambert Company 
*Medical Excellence Award 
Stuart D. Cook, M.D. Chair, Neurosciences, New Jersey Medical School 
and Acting President, UMDNJ 
*Artistic Excellence Award 
Emily Mann, Artistic Director, McCarter Theatre in Princeton, NJ 
(Emily Mann has MS.) 

The chairpersons for the event are Lee and Murray Kushner. Lee is an MS 
patient of Dr. Cook's. 

The fund raising goal is $2 million to endow a chair in neurosciences at 
UMDNJ. 
(We have currently raised in excess of $1 million.) 

The Governor of New Jersey will issue a proclamation declaring November 
18th MS Day. 

What is MS? 
A disease of the brain and spinal chord resulting in damage to the nerves. 
lt strikes people in the primes of their lives - between 15 and 60 years old. 
The hallmarks of the disease are unpredictability, uncertainty and loss of 
control. 
300,00o+ Americans have MS with nearly 200 new cases diagnosed each 
week. 
Women develop MS at a rate almost four times that of men. 

PAGE 03 
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MUSICAL MO:MENTS FOR MS 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

This is the first annual Gala Benefit Concert to benefit Multiple Sclerosis 
Research at the Neurological Institute of New Jersey at the University of 
~edicine and Dentistry ofNew Jersey (UMDNJ). 

The event will be held at the New Jersey Performing Arts Center in Newark, 
New Jersey which opened in October of 1997. The event will be held in 
Prudential Hall, which is magnificent. I have enclosed a flyer on the Arts 
Center to give you so~e additional background information. 

Linda Ronstacit will perfonn in concert. Tony Randall will act as Master of 
Ceremonies. 

There will be three honorees for the evening: 
*Corporate Excellence Award 
Lodewijlc J.R. de Vink, President and COO, W amer Lambert Company 
•Medical Excellence Award 
Stuart D. Cook, M.D. Chair, Neurosciences, New Jersey Medical School 
and Acting President, UMDNJ 
*Artistic Excellence Award 
Emily M~ Artistic Director, Mccarter Theatre in Princeton. NJ 
(Emily Mann has MS.) 

The chairpersons for the event are Lee and Murray Kushner. Lee is an MS 
patient of Dr. Cook's. 

The fund raising goal is $2 millfon to endow a chair in neurosciences at 
UMDNJ. 
(We have currently raised in excess of$1 million.) 

The Governor of New Jersey will issue a proclamation declaring November 
18th MS Day. 

What is MS? 
A disease of the brain and spinal chord resulting in damage to the nerves. 
It strikes people in the primes of their Jives- between 15 and 60 years old. 
The hallmarks of the disease are unpredictability, uncertainty and loss of 
control. 
300,00o+ .Americans have MS With nearly 200 new cases diagnosed each 
week. 
W 9men develop MS at a rate almost four times that of men. 

(' 
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HILLARY CLINTON SCRIPT 

- Welcome to the spectacular NJ Performing Arts Center which has just celebrated its one · 
year anniversary! 

I am very sorry I couldn't be with you tonight. 
I am with you in spirit and wish you a joyous evening. 

Please remember why you are here tonight - we are all joining in the fight to fmd a 
cure for MS. Your support makes a difference! 

Congratulations on the succe~s of your event. A$ 2 million dollar is quite an 
accomplislunent.· Knowjng the Kusbner's they have probably surpassed their goal 
since the taping of this message. 

I would also like to congratulate our three honorees -Dr. Stuart D. Cook ofUMDNJ, 
Ludwig de Vink of Warner Lambert and Emily Mann ofMcCa:rter Theatre. Their 
list of accomplishments is far too great for me to run through now - you will learn all 
about them later in the program. 

I am disappointed not to be there with you on this memorable occasion. Please enjoy the 
evening. 

• 



10/31/1998 17:55 9087818485 OMEALIA SPECIAL EVEN 

TO: Noa Meyer 

FROM: Mary 0' Mealia 

DATE: October 31, 1998 

RE: Video for MS event with the Kushners 

Additional info on the event is as follows: 

1. There will be approximately 2, 700 people in the audience if we sell out. 
Right now we have so Id approximately 2, l 00 seats. 

2. There will be a cocktail party before the awards ceremony and concert for 
the big ticket purchasers that starts at 6:00 p.m. See attached ticket copy. 

The awards ceremony is scheduled to begin at 7:30 p.rn. - more likely 
will begin at 7 :45 p.m. 

3. The video will be the first thing introduced in the evening. Please see 
attached preliminary timeline. 

4. The theme of the event is "Musical Moments for MS" and it is a Linda 
Ronstadt Doncert. 

5. The first lady has never done anything for OSE before. I do not know if 
she has ever done anything for MS before. This ~is a first year event 
so she hasn't ever done anything for this particular event. 

6. The bios for the three honorees, Tony Randall and Linda Ronstadt are 
attached. 

7. Lee Kushner has MS and Dr. Cook (one of the honorees) is her doctor. 

8. They have raised 1. 7 million dollars to date. Their goal is $2 million 
dollars. They have raised the money primarily through Murray Kushner' s 
contacts, Warner-Lambert's contacts and the University of Medicine and 
Dentistry's contacts. 

9. I do not have any information on the Chair which is being endowed with 
the proceeds from this event. The chair will be named The Ruth Dunietz 
Kushner and Michael Jay Serwitz Chair in honor of both Lee and 
Murray's former spouses. 

10. Information on the neurological institute also enclosed. 

\\. 'tu, .. ~\..C)--~ \~~ ~ ('/\.~ Q~Q 

PAGE 02 
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'A rRUE 
URBAN LEGEND 

IS BORN. II 
- Newsweek 

When the New Jersey Performing Arts 

Center opened last October, The Star Ledger 
proclaimed that "a star" had been born. The New 

York Times called Prudential Hall "breathtaking­

ly glamorous" and the Victoria Theater "a gem." 

The New York Post said NJPAC compares "with the 

likes of Lincoln Center, The Kennedy Center or the 

Orange County Performing Arts Center." 

The I 998-99 Season at NJPAC builds upon the success 

of a truly thrilling inaugural year. Members and 

Subscri~ers have ·preferred access to series tickets plus a 

host of other benefits. So take your seat for another great 

season - before the sold-out sign goes up! 

SAVE UP. TO 20%, 
SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

NJP~C 
ON THE NEWARK RIVERFRONT 

Home of the New Jersey Symphony Orchestra 

··r-. 



"The sound of Prudential Hall has both 

warmth and clarity. The hall is aurally 

and visually enveloping, like being inside 

a great string instrument." 

- Yo-Yo Ma 

The 5 00-seat Victoria Thea/tr provides 

an intimate setting that brings audiences 

closer to the arts. The New Yo.rk Times 
called the Victoria Theater "a g~",,.." 

Theater Square Crill, 

open 7 days a wuk, was 

called "a triumph" by 

The New York Times. 
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Phone: (97.1) 972-41330 
Fax: 1973) 972-4281 

65 Bergen Str~ct, Su itc 1 551 
University Heighto 

Ncw;irk, New jc;:rsey ()7107-300 I 

BENEFIT CONCERT 
at the 

NEW JERSEY PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 1998 

for the 
NEUROLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF NEW JERSEY 

UMDNJ-UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL, NEW JERSEY MEDICAL SCHOOL 

Chairpersons: Lee and Murray Kushner 

Honorees: 

Stuart D. Cook, M.D., Chair, Neu.-osciem:es, UMDNJ-New Jersey Medical School 
Lodewijk J. R. de Vink, President & COO, Warner-Lambert Company 

Emily Mann. Artistic Director, McCarter Theatre 

o. 

The Newark campus of the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey is the 
major provide.- of tertiary neurological and neurosurgical services to the State of New 
Jersey through its patient care, research and education programs at UMDNJ-University 
Hospital and New Jersey Medical School. To promote and advance this center of 
excellence, in November 1997 the University established the Neurological Institute of New 
Jersey. 

The benefit concert will focus on the Institute's resources in combating multiple sclerosis by 
raising funds to endow a chair in neurosciences at UMDNJ·New Jersey Medical School. 
The event see.ks sponsorship from corporations and individuals committed to advancing 
research and services for the neurologically impaired population. 

Invited guests include Hillary Rodham Clinton, Senators Lautenberg and Torricelli and 
respected leaders across the state. Prudential Ball, the 2, 750 seat concert facility at 
NJPAC, will be the setting for the event. Festivities will include a VIP reception 
buffet/cocktail party for special guests. The performer(s) of the evening will be confirmed 
shortly. 

lniormation filed with the 8tlorne)' !:(encr;il ((lnccrning this c:h<irituble 5nlicitation moy be obr.~ined irom the ~ttorn"y genernl 
of th\! Sla~e of New Jer~e)' 1.Jy calling (97:ll 504-621 S. "1egislration wilh th~ ~Horney g~nernl does not imply endor~emP.nt. 
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O> Multiple sclerosis is a chronic, some­
times progressive disease that ran­
domly attacks the central nervous 
system (brain and spinal cord). Its 
progress, severity, and specific 
symptoms cannot be predicted. 

+ Onset of symptoms occurs most 
often bet\-\'een the ages of 20 and 40 
years, with women affected twice as 
often as men. 

~ Symptoms may vary from mild 
alteration of sensation to paralysis of 
limbs and interference with vision, 
speech, walking, and other basic 
functions. · 

-:. Symptoms result from multiple 
areas of patchy scarring (sderosis) of 
the myelin layers that surround 
nerve fibers in the central nervous 
system. This is similar to loss of 
insulating material around an el~w 
trical wire which interferes with the 
transmission of signals. 

-C. M'S is thought to be an autoimmune 
disease, meaning that the body's 
own defense system attacks myelin. 

+ The majority of people with MS do 
not become severely disabled, and 
continue to lead productive and 
satisfying lives. 

51 39\;;ld N:3A:3 l\;;IIJ:3dS \;;lll\;;1:3WO 

P. 0•'1/09 

~MS is not a fatal disease and individu­
als can be expec~ to have normal or 
near-normal life expectancy. 

-0 MS is not contagious and it is not 
hereditary. although there may~ an­
inherited. predisposition for develop­
ing it. 

~ Although a cure has nof: been found 
yet, many symptoms can be relieved. 
In addition. new drugs can reduce the 
frequency and severity of attacks and 
slow the progression of disability for 
some people. 

+ The National Multiple Sclerosis 
Society supports an international 
program. of research on the cause, 
cure, and treatments of MS, and offers 
people services through a nationwide 
network of chapters and branches. 

Call 1-800-FIGHT ... MS 
to reach the chapter 

nearest you. 

gg:t1 855t/1E/01 



10/31/1998 17:55 9087818485 OMEALIA SPECIAL EVEN 

PRELIMINARY SCRIPTffIMELINE - MUSICAL MOMENTS FOR MS 
4:00 p.m. OSE Staff arrival 

4:30 p.m. 

5:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

7:15p.m. 

7:45 p.m. 

7:50 p.m. 

7:55 p.m. 

8:10 p.m. 

8:14 p.m. 

8:15 p.rn. 

All speaking parts on the program - cifess 1cl1oftfsal ~ ,t!)._ 

Rehearsal - for all who can be there 

Cocktails begin 

Start moving people in 
VIPS/speakers/honorees down to stage 

Welcome - Tony Randall 

Introduce First Lady if she is there; or, if not, her video 

Introduce the Kushners - chairpersons 
remarks (hope you all enjoy your t-shirts!) 

Special thank you's - Lee Kushner 

Introduce Honorees - Randall 
Dr. Stuart Cook 

2 minute remarks 
presentation of award 

Ludwig de Vink 
2 minute remarks 
presentation of award 

Emily Mann 
2 minute remarks 
presentation of award 

Lee & Murray to present award, Tony Randall to do the talking 

Lee and MWTay stay on stage?? 

Thank you on behalf of Institute - Dr. Carmel, co-director of the Institute 
Isabelle Miranda 

Dr. Cook and Dr. Carmel thank the Kushners 

End of formal program -

Introduce Linda -Tony Randall. 
take hand held, walk center stage to introduce Linda, Podium removed 

Enjoy the Concert 

Tony off stage 

Linda Ronstadt -
curtain rises 

PAGE 05 



FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS TO .-

FIRST ANNUAL CONCERT GALA TO BENEFIT MULPTIPLE SCLEROSIS ..:.., ~ · 
"MUSICAL MOMENTS FOR MS" · ~ ~ 1~'-"' to ~-~ 

NEW ARK, NJ , ,..,._ ~ bL- ,.).'] P~ _ iu..aQ r-' 

NOVEMBER 5, 199~ ~~~ ~ ~ f sA1. ~hi 
/~Sf'-~· ~~/BJ {u lb '1.""' 

~ Good evening. As honorary chair of this event, ~ delighted to join. you at the first annual Gala 
~ Benefit Concert to benefit Multiple Sclerosis. ~ (1t.4 ~ a.r 

l~J 1~~~~'¢.1. *~~/wt1J1W~~ ·- ---/~w.i~~-~r4) 
. \\._ Ks we embark on this Journey of renewed hope for MS, I can thmk of no s_9fmg more· ~~/ 

~ "'~/: ~ appropriate to applaud tonight's honorees than this glorious new center. As a group they give us u;} 
1~ , · hope that together we can overcome the challenges before us. And individually they inspire each 

,J{\Y JI" one of us to find our own way to make a difference. Thank you to Dr. Stuart Cook; Ludwig 6-o 
'\)"' ~ ~~ · de Vink; and Emily Mann for all you do to in the war against MS. ~ ~ 
i'\.~ ""''?Oil\t\~ ~L(~pv,~Jb~ ~ v)µ 

,...And I want t~ tl:iank all of you for helping to combat this devastating disease. Because of of your ()a ifLJ' . 
ommitments, this special evening ~ill help to en~ow a chair in neurosciences at the University J» ~ W2fJ 

I . ..r f Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey -- whicl)>will allow the University's Neurological i' ,ptiD"" ;., 
UJ.I' stitute to expand it's cutting-edge research into unlocking the mysteries of MS. ~ ~ 

I . p~~-
~er the last decade, we have made significant progress in the battle against MS. Today we have 

I 
new information, new tools, and new treatments -- increasing our understanding of what has 't' C ~L.~ 
always been such an unpredictable disease. l ' < 
And I am proud that my husband and his Administration has contributed to these advances. Ou/ {J.f 
efforts to improve women's health have helped women -- who develop MS at a rate almost , .... .,e..~r 
double that of men -- have access to the health care they need. Our increas'ed funding for research ~ IW-i r.;> 
has helped uncover some of the genetic secrets behind MS and other di~'eases. And our wr J J 
acceleration of the approval of new drugs has led to the effective treatment of MS symptoms, v:> ~ ~l4' 
whil maintaing high standards of safety. ,.. ~ 

- ~JJ. ~'2 JJ{b ~ 
These are great accomplishments. But as you well sknow, our work is far from done. We must , 
continue to move forward: by continuing to invest in research; developing new treatments; &.Cl"'-{; , 
making sure everyone has access to them; and eventually finding a cure MS. Tonight you are all~-tJ 

helping to bring us closer to that day. \. _l ~ ~ ~ lfWll (~ / €MV1Y ~ ) · ) 

~~ ~~~~ )prevM ~ 
Thank you for all you have done -- and 'continue to do -- through your generous support of 
research, progress and hope. Congratulations to tonight's honorees for their personal courage and 
commitments. I hope you have a wonderful evening. 

~~ WWJ.S ~ ~ @ \Mv ..,.:u.i-t ~'t~ .. ~7 - r-tw~ 
( p~\" rYJ/WJ~~tVU. .. vJlo s~~ A.{v--· - ~ 

.¥-fl~ Mll(S~~~~ 
\. :\'\~ \}w\~~~ -~~~(/\?~ 

f.})/r ~~ ro·~~ ~-~~ 
·~, ~~ft~d~-~ b)~'l~.~~ 
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What Recent Advances Have Been Made .in MS Research? 

~001 
P.02/02 

Many advances, on severaJ fronts, have been made in the war agamst MS. Each advance 
interacts with the others, adding greater depth and meaning to each new discovery. Four areas, 
in particular, stand out: 

• Over the last decade, our knowledge about how the immune system works has grown at an 
amazing rate. Major gains have been made in recognizing and defining the role of this 
system in the development of MS lesions, giving scientists the ability to devise ways r.o 
aJ.ter the immu.ne-tesponse. S1,1ch work has already generated new and effective therapie> 
(two furms of beta interferon and copolymer 1) and is e"pected to continue to yield a 
variety of new potential therapies that may ameliorate MS Without harmful side effects. 

• New tools such as l\l1RI scans have redefined the natural history of MS and are proving 
invaluable Jr:tnmritqribg disease aco@v. Scientists are now able t.o visualize and follow 
the development of MS lesions in the brain and spinal cord using MRI; this ability is a 
tremend~us a.id in the assessment of new therapies and can speed the..pr.ocess-'lf....evalY!ting 
new treatments. 

• Other tools have been developed that make the painstaking work of teasing out the 
disease' enetic secrets possible. Such sn.idies have strengthened scientists' conviction 

at MS is a 1sease WI many genetic components'"none of which is dominant lmmwie 
system-related geneticfaCtors that predispose an individual to the development of MS have 
been identified, and may lead to new ways to treat or prevent the di~ease. 

• In fact, !hfee.medfoatitms that may actually slow the course of the disease have been 
ap~roved in the last half dozen ~ars, and a growing number of therapies are now available 
that effectively treat some MS 5Yl'.QP.toms. In addition:there are a number of treatments 
under investigation that rnay curtail attacks pr impr.ov.e.funcrion..Qf damaged nerve fibers. 
Over a dozen dirucal trials testing potential therapies are under way. and additional new 
treatments are being devised and tested in animal models. 

What Research Remains to be Done? 

The role of genetic risk factors, and how the}' ean be modified, must be more clearly defined. 
EnvironmentaJ triggers, such as viruses or toxins, need to be investigated further. The 
identification of spec:ific cellular targets of immune attack in the brain ;md spin.al cord. and the 
cells involved in that attack, need to be confirmed and eictended. Knowledge of these aspects 
of the disease will enable scientists to dev ew methods for haJtin ·-or reversin ai.d 
re a.1nn ·- e proc:ess at causes the s toms of MS. The 1990s have seen an unparalleled 
explosion of know edge a out neurological disorders. New technologies are forcing even 
complex diseases like MS to yield up their secrets. These burg~oning opportunities in the field 
of neurological research have prompted some to suggest that an effective treatment for and the 
_cause of MS may be found durin is..dec.ade. The former has already been achieved; n :cientists eontmue to d1 igently search for the latter. Their dedication is the best hope for a cure, 

~or. better yet, a way to prevent MS altogether. 

TOTRL P.02 
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Lodewijk J.R. de Vink 

The Concert Gala Committee for Musical Moments for MS is both pleased and 
proud to present our Corporate Excellence Award to Mr. Lodewijk J.R. de Vink, 
President and Chief Operating Officer of the Warner-Lambert Company. 

Mr. deVink joined Warner-Lambert in 1988 as Vice President and President, 
Intemational Operations. In 1990, he was appointed Executive Vice President and 
President, U.S. Operations, and in 1991 he was elected to his present position as 
President and Cbief Ope:rating Officer. Previosuly, he was employed by Schering­
Plough Corporation in various management and executive positions advancing to Senior 
Vice President. Schering International, in 1984 and president, Schering International, in 
1986. 

Mr. de Vink graduated from Nijenrode, The Netherlands.School of Business, and 
serves as a member of the International Advisory Board of the University. He holds a 
B.B.A. from Washburn University and an M.B.A. from American University. 

Mr. de Vink is a director of Bell Atlantic Corporation, Pharmaceutical Research 
and Manufacturers of America and the United Negro College Fund. He is also a director 
of the National Actor's Theatre as well as a Trustee of the National Foundation for 
Infectious Diseases. 

Through his stewardship and commitment Mr. deVink has lead Warner Lambert 
into its significant role as a leader in corporate philanthropy. It is for his stewardship and 
commitment to corporate philanthropy and fund raising leadership that we honor Mr. de 
Vink and Warner-Lambert as our first recipient of the Corporate Excellence Award 

PAGE 07 
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Dr. Stuart Cook 

As the first and only chairman of the Department of Neurosciences at the University of 
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey (UMDNJ)-New Jersey Medical School, Dr. Stuart 
Cook has built a program that is recognized as one of the strongest clinical and basic 
research programs in the nation, particularly in multiple sclerosis research. It. is for these 
many important accompHshments in the fight against MS that The Concert Gala 
Committee for Musical Moments for MS is both honored and proud to present our 
inaugural Medical Excellence Award to Dr. Stuart D. Cook for his dedication to both his 
medical research and to his patients. 

For more than 30 years, his research has focused on the origins and development of 
multiple sclerosis and Guillane-Barre syndrome and he is nationally recognized as a 
leader in furthering our understanding of these two neurodegenerative diseases. For 
several years, he has been looking for viral agents -- in particular canine distemper virus -
- that may be responsible for triggering immune system attacks that result in the 
destruction of the myelin sheath insulating the nerve cells of the central nervous system. 
On the clinical side, he and his colleagues have carried out studies that were the first to 
show that high gos~ of steroids can alleviate symptoms early in the ·disease and that 
lymph node irradiation, a technique that involves peripheral immunosuppression, can 
slow down deterioration in patients with progressive forms of MS. 

In the 25 years that he has served as chairman of the Department of Neurosciences, Dr. 
Cook also has built a nucleus of talented researchers whose work has provided important 
information on many other neurological disorders including muscular dystrophy, chronic 
fatigue syndrome, spina bifida, and neurological mechanisms involved in both obesity 
and aggression. He was recently appointed co-chainnan of the Neurological Institute at 
UMDNJ, a collaborative program with the Department of Neurosurgery, to expand 
research and treatment programs in a variety of fields including Alzheimer's disease, 
neurooncology, neurogeneties, epilepsy, pain management and stroke therapy and 
prevention. 

We congratulate and salute Dr. Cook on his many achievements and advancements in the 
fight against MS. 
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The Concert Gala Committee for Musical Moments for MS presents our first 
Artistic Excellence A ward to Emily Mann, Artistic Director of the McCarter Theatre of 
Princeton, New Jersey. 

Emily Mann is in her ninth season as Artistic Director of McCarter Theatre. Ms. 
Mann wrote and directed Having Our Say: The Delany Sisters' First JOO Years, which 
had its world premiere at McCarter Theatre in Princeton, N.J. prior to its successful run 
on Broadway and its national tour. Having Our Say enjoyed the distinction of being one 
of the most produced plays in America for two years in a row, and was presented to great 
acclaim at the Market Theatre in Johannesburg, South Africa this past summer. For 
Having Our Say, Ms. Mann received the prestigious Hull-Warriner Award, two Joseph 
Jefferson Awards, as well as Tony, Outer" Critics and Drama Desk award nominations. 

Ms. Mann made her Broadway debut as playwright and dfrector with Execution of 
Justice, for which she received nwnerous awards including a Bay Area Theatre Critics 
Award, a Playwriting Award from the Women's Committee of. the Dramatists Guild, a 
Bums Mantle Yearbook Best Play Citation, and a Drama Desk nomination. Her play, 
Still Life, premiered at the Goodman Theatre and opened off·Broadway at the American 
Place Theatre under her direction in 1981, winning six Obie wards, including 
Distinguished Playwriting, Distinguished Directing and Outstanding Production of the 
Season. Her first play, Annulla, An Autobiography, premiered at the Guthrie Theater and 
was produced at The New Theatre of Brooklyn with Linda Hunt. She is the author of 
Greensboro (A Requiem) which had its world pre:roiere at McCarter in 1996, and most 
recently, Meshugah, which she adapted for the stage from the story by Isaac Bashevis 
Singer. Both plays had their world premieres at McCarter Theater. 

Ms. Mann is a member of the Dramatists Guild and serves on its Council. A 
collection of her plays, Testimonies: Four Plays, was recently published by Theatre 
Communications Group, Inc. 

"I hope that I can be an example of someone who refuses to be a victim of MS 
and instead has learned to manage it, live with it and lead an active and fulfilling life." It 

/ is for her unflagging commitment to excellence in the arts despite her personal challenges 
{__ that we honor Ms. Mann as an inspiration and role model for us all. 

PAGE 09 
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Tony Randall 

in 1991, Tony Randall fulfilled his dream with the launching of his National Actors Theatre. For 

over a decade, he worked tirelessly to raise the money necessary to kick off his idea of such a 

theatre company. In addition, he is not only artistic director of the company, but an actor and 

director as well. The National Actors Theatre is a not~for-profit subscription-based company 

fanned to bring the great classical repertoire of the world to a theatre that is within reaches of all. 

Randall is probably best known for his role as the fastidious Felix of The Odd Couple. Neil 

Simon's Felix was one of those roles that seemed to have been written for him. However, this 

Emmy Award winning actor is more than a funny man. He is an erudite and accomplished 

conversationalist. He is an authority on opera, and a serious student of the theatre and art. Above 

all, Tony Randall is an actor of seemingly limitless range. 

Tony Randall is an actor of seemingly limitless range. He can break you up with laughter as the 

fastidious Felix of The Odd Couple or in the Doris Day comedies, but there is also something 

very human and touching about those baffled characters he has played. And, when he has the 

opportunity, as in Broadway's M. Butterfly or such a movie as No Down Payment, he can create 

a character of dramatic strength - with comedy overtones only pointing up the characterization. 

Other notable Randall screen appearances include: Let's Make Love opposite Marilyn Monroe; 

The Mating Game with Debbie Reynolds; the trilogy of his Doris Day - Rock Hudson movies, 

Pillow Talk, Send Me No Flowers and Lover Come Back, in which his special character becomes 

one of the dominant elements. He is proud of his many tour-de-force characterizations in the 

little known The Seven Faces of Dr. Lao. 

As a philanthropist, Mr. Randall has been the National Chairman of the Myasthenia Gravis 

Foundation, for more than a decade, for which he is a tireless worker. He lends his support and 

prestige to the many causes in which he believes. Tony Randall also serves as spokesperson for 

the city's New York City, Yours To Discover Tourism Program. 
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Our sincerest thanks to Tony Randall for accepting the role as our Master of Ceremonies for this 

most important event. 
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Linda Ronstadt 

Linda Ronstadt has established one of the most impressive careers in the history of 
contemporary music. As one of the most beloved singers of our generation, she has 
broadened the latitudes of the pop singer, expanding the vocalist's canvas to include 
country, rock n' roll, big band, jazz, opera, Broadway, Mexican, and Afro-Cuban 
influences, leaving no stone unturned in the pursuit of the ultimate song. 

With worldwide albwn sales of more than 50 million1 and countless Gold Platinum and 
Grammy award winning records to her credit, Linda has just achieved another important 
milestone in her incredible career, the release of her 31st album We Ran this past summer. 

Ms. Ronstadt is well known for her versatility. She has sung Gilbert and Sullivan's 
Pirate of Penzance and the role of Mimi in Joseph Papp's production of La Boheme. She 
has worked with noted arranger and band leader Nelson Riddle, and has incorporated a 
multitude of ethnic flavors into her music reflecting her Gennan and Mexican heritage. 

Born and raised in Tuscon, Arizona, Ms. Ronstadt began her singing career while a 
student at Arizona State University with guitarist Bob Kimmel. After moving to Los 
Angeles the two added guitarist/songwriter Kenny Edwards and became the Stone 
Poneys, recording their first album in 1967. After their third album, Linda Ronstadt left 
the group for a solo career at the end of 1968. 

Ronstadt's first solo works mirrored her country roots, mellowing with time into a soft 
laid back variation of country rock, her songs always reflecting on the shifting fortunes of 
love. Her inclusion of songs from writers like Jackson Browne and Neil Young, 
Ronstadt made more folk- rock connections. In 1974 her album Heart like A Wheel 
reached number one and sold over 2 million copies. Her success was finnly established 
in the circle of popular music. 

The late seventies and early eighties led Ms. Ronstadt in new directions experimenting 
with the new wave music of Elvis Costello, and later with the operettas of Gilbert and 
Sullivan. Following these new initiatives of style, she teamed up with Nelson Riddle, 
who arranged and conducted her 1983 collection of pre-rock pop standards on the album 
What's New, 1984's Lush Life and Sentimental Reasons released in 1986. The early 
nineties were a time to return to her musical roots, with Ronstadt's use of traditional 
Spanish and Mexican material on Mas Canciones and Frenesi. Ronstadt has since 
returned to her roost recognized format of pop music with a laid back country flair. 

As a single parent of two adopted children1 Linda Ronstadt has recently moved back to 
Tucson from San Frwicisco to return to her childhood home. We are delighted to present 
this gala concert by someone with such far-reaching and inimitable talent. Thank you 
Ms. Ronstadt. 

PAGE 12 
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FOUNDATION OF 

uMD 
NEW JERSEY 

The Neurological Institute of New Jersey 

A Briefing 

Background 

Head injury, stroke, epilepsy, and Alzheimer's disease--fifty million Americans are 
affected by these debilitating neurological diseases; there are five million new diagnoses 
every year. Stroke is the third leading cause of death and the leading cause of adult 
disability in the USA; every year there are 400,000 to 500,000 new or recurrent cases of 
stroke. 

Neurological disorders cost society an estimated $400 billion in health care costs 
and Jost productivity. They are one of the leading causes of death and disability. 

This remarkable burden of disease--and the fact that neurological disorders are also 
one of the fastest-growing areas in emerging therapeutic options and treatment modalities­
-makes imperative the creation of a center of excellence in the neurosciences at UMDNJ. 
All the essential ingredients already exist at the Newark campus. UMDNJ-University 
Hospital and New Jersey Medical School are the major providers of tertiary neurological 
and neurosurgical services--including patient care, education, and research--to the State 
of New Jersey. The Department of Neurosciences ranks among the very top departments 
in the nation. 

Strategy: Building on Current Strengths and Resourees 

The University is strongly committed to the advancement of neurological treatment 
and research. The Institute is designed to harness the energies of existing programs and 
to maximize their collective impact. The singular focus that an institute provides will 
enhance efforts in clinical care, research, and the development and maintenance of 
productive referral relationships. 

Structure and Focus 

The Neurological Institute of New Jersey will be the umbrella under which clinical. 
research, and educational efforts in the neurosciences will be focused, internally and 
externally. 

1 

Foundation of the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey 
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• In the past three years, clinical care cases have increased by about 900, due in part 
to our unmatched capabilities in pediatric neurosurgery and innovative surgical 
techniques such as stereotactic radiosurgery, and our ability to intervene in 
challenges that are too labor intensive, technology intensive, or risk intensive for 
local hospitals. A large proportion of cases (75%-80%) are cranial and involve very 
complex procedures. The actual delivery of clinical care will continue to be 
provided through University Hospital, its clinics, physician offices, and affiliates 
(such as the Kessler Institute for Rehabilitation). The Institute will provide for the 
formalized organization of multidisciplinary teams (clinicians, scientists, professional 
managers from UH/NJMS and affiliates) focused on specific diseases/disorders. 

• Researeh-·The creation of the Institute will send a clear message to the national 
neurosciences community that a major commitment to research excellence exists 
on the Newark campus. This will facilitate recruitment of additional top-notch 
neuroscientists and NIH grant support. Furthermore, the formation of the organized 
centers of care under the auspices of the Institute will help focus the attention of 
pharmaceutical companies on the concentration of patients and availability of 
physicians and research nurses experienced in drug trials_ The concentration of 
effort in the centers will also attract support from private disease organizations and 
will facilitate the development of successful federal, state, and other public grant 
applications. 

• Referral Re/ationships--The Institute will provide direction and coordination to 
physician referral efforts in the neurosciences. Targeted community-based primary 
care and neurological specialty physicians will be invited to join the UH medical staff 
and will be conferred member status in the Institute. An ambitious program of 
continuing medical educatio.n in all fields related to the neurosciences will be 
established to provide referring physicians with a positive exposure to the academic 
and clinical proficiency of the UH/NJ MS staff_ The management of external referrals 
to UH will receive particular attention to ensure satisfaction with the referral process 
and the care of referred patients. 

Leadership in the Neurosciences: A Selected List of Recent Achievements 

No academic entity in New Jersey can approach the depth of expertise, 
technological advancements, and research achievement currently in place at University 
Hospitaf/New Jersey Medical School. 

• The Department of Neurosciences ranks among the very top departments in the 
nation in research funding--$4.1 million annually. 
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• NJMS offers the only fully accredited medical school neurology training program 
and the only fully accredited neurosurgical residency program in New Jersey. 

• The Mayo Clinic awarded a competitive national teaching award to Dr. George Zito, 
of the neurosciences faculty. 

• Neuroscientists in the Department of Neurosciences were selected as the top 
scientists at UMDNJ in three of the past six years. 

• Several Department of Neurosciences faculty members have received a variety of 
NIH and American Academy of Neurology awards for outstanding research. 

• The Division of Neurosurgery serves as a beta-development site for several surgical 
devices and imaging systems, helping to create numerous enooscopic and 
microscopic surgical imaging techniques. 

• Three senior faculty members--Dr. Stuart Cook, or·. Peter Carmel, Dr. Larry 
Frohman-have earned international renown. Recently they were. the only 
neurosurgeon, neurologist, and neuroophthalmologist in New Jersey to be singled 
out by their peers as ranking among the "Best Doctors in America." 

• Clinical and research pursuits in the neurosciences extend to many other 
disciplines, with key neurosciences faculty and programs in ophthalmology, 
pathology, radiology, psychology, otology, and physiatry, among others. 

• Volume in neurosurgery admissions rose from 461in1994 to 596 in 1997 (29%), 
due in part to the expansion of the adult and pediatric epilepsy programs, the 
introduction of the stroke program, and the administration of tPA in the Emergency 
Room. 

• Neurosurgery volume has grown dramatically in the past four years--293% in 1997-­
due in part to the unmatched capabilities in pediatric neurosurgery and the 
introduction of innovative surgical techniques, such as stereotactic radiosurgery. 

c: neuro. rk.4/14/98 
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CAN MSBI! TREATED? 

Tr.d.ititm.llly, .steroids and ACTH h.we 
been used to tn:eu acute-e.u1crrbtilom, 
alm called nlap!Jes or att1.ek5. Today, 
th~re are lhtee new, fed1m1lly approved 
medicalioru tlw.I slow ~he rate of re­
lapses, and limi 1 MS i!diYlty in UU! 
bmin, as Sftn on Ml:U :;cans. One CJf 
these dru~ slows down the rate oI 
in~~ased disability. 1\11 thrEe sfow the 
narurat <ourse of MS. 

There e~ a bu medicallnns th.'11. pro­
\'ide relief for symptoms. Spasticity, 
bowel md lll'UH\ry di~, pRin.. 
fatigue, !I.lid other problems may bf' 
eased with ml'liiotion. 

Pllysical lherapy, l!kercise, vocation11J 
and cognitive rehabilillltlol\ '1.ttentiOn 
lr>dief, ruhiquate rest, and munseling 
10 decrease emotion;d stre&S may also 
be int alu.t.le in h!!'l!'ing a per.ion re­
nuin i:Mependent a.mi abte 10 lead /1 

full life. f'rompt ma11agemenl of 
sympt<1ms is imporuml. They .should 
be discussed with a knowted,;eable 
physici;ln. 

CAN MS BE CUREO? 

The anawer is no-not yet. The new 
mediraticm do no1 cull! MS. Thi!' 
cause and ihe .c.ure ASe tht- 5'1bject of 
hneooive worldwide reHl!llrch. Some 
200 IE&ea.rrft gta!Us Ind fellowships, 
lwuled by the ~anal MS Society go 
lorward e.ich year. l<Daw~ ilboot 
di:wases cl~ renlral nef\'Oia system 
is growiDJl quickly, many d!M:'al tiiaJ:I 
are in progress, and there i5 HI air of 
opflm1sm among MS 11!911!111dvr11 
everywhere. 

THE NATIONAL MSSoaErr 
F1GT-ITTMS 

Inf orrmtia:n, focal .relerrals, publicft­
tion.t. mid pr<>grami are available horn 
the Na.liDnill MulJip)e Sderollis SMi• 
ety and i.ts 5lJ.st1te Detwmli: of lcca.I 
chapters amd se'lv it:e centers. 

To r~a.ch the chapter nearest ymi or our 
ruillonal infDrm.a.tij)j) resoura! Cleh.let, 
teJephone l-BOO-flGHT MS (1-800· 
J44..-4B67]. 

'rcu are al.so invired to vfsit lhP. 
Societ}'".!! Home rage on th.e Y«>rld 
Wide V>klx hUpinw"tw.nmss.A)rg 

, 

The mission ol the National Multiple 
Sd.erom Society is to end the deva11tat­
i:ng efkd.s of multiple stlerMIS. 

Society memben ift pe-aple with MS, 
their Ce.mily memben, concerned 
friends 1111.d neighhooo., hetith-care 
profes.1ionals, end slnff. lbe Society it 
tN! world's l.utlest private funder of 
MS ceseaJCh Md.. througll local, stale 
md national admcacy prcgmms, 
riEIVes a.s a Yoice (oro~r J0(),000 
Amerlc;wws with MS. 

Tht NatWoa! l\.IS So~. 
One thing peaplewiQ\ MS can cov.nton . 

• 

N.AWJ)jAl.. 
MU1.11PL£ SCLEROSIS 
SOClETY 

733 ThirdAYeru11: 
New York, NY 10017...3288 
1·&00-f'lCiHT MS 
IJ -ROO-344-4867] 

£-Mail: lnfo@nmss.org 
W!b Site http:/ /www.nmss.of@ 
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WHAT IS 

MULTIPLE 

SCLEROSJS? 

Multiple scl.t'roiis is a 
chronic disease atlecting 
the~ Ir.I I neivou11 ll}'4-

tem. lb sysnptotns ml!}' 
nm !he gamut from 
slightly blwred vi!iiDn k 
oomplt!!E paralysis. lt is 
nol ccnlagiaua, andil is 
rare{ y ht.a!. Bil I it i,, 
\D1'A!dictllb)e.. 

Ari e91ima.ted third of a 
million A.'11.erft::an9 llav e 
multiple sclero91s, with "O 

neeriy 200 Dl!W caRS ~ 
dl.llgnose>d every week. \ 
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How tS 1rcl\USED? 

A tatty su'ootal"l[e callfd m~in sur­
rounds !lnd pmtEds tl\e nerve fibers -0f 
the bra in Af'd lif lna I con! (the ~lta I 
nexvousliJS~m). In mulliplesc!erosisJ 
or MS, m immune ~ystem re.x:tiotl 
CIU§e5 II brmkdawn in the mye!m 
Uiyer, or shea!hing. When any part of 
this m~·e\in shelfhing is do?Stroyed, 
nerve impulses tv and from the brain 
are di5tartcd or interrupted. 

11u' result ls MS: multiple b«:ause 
many atea.s or the brain and spinal 
OD«! a.r:e af fecred; ocl.w>sis .bec111:1se 
"sdelml!s~ or hatderu!d patrli.es of l!CAI' 

ti!sle may form O\'e!' the dam~ed 
myrliri. 

WHAT ARE m; SYMI7TOMS? 

The symptomt. of MS 0111y include 
tingl~ n1m1baess, slurred &peed\ 
blurred or doulde Yisiim.. llUJ5df weak-
11ess, poDrroordinatlorl, unusual la­
ligue, :musde llglrtruss er spa.sticity. 
prablem!i with bltdder. bowel or 
u:xiaal hmi:IXln. and paral.f'is, Orea -
5iomlly, mental changes 54.1ch as forget­
fulness or confusion may occur. These 
syl!lptomB may appear in any combi-

nation., may come 11na "1-'• ani.l m..1y 
val} tram vl?f')1mild lo very 5e~-er~. 

WHAT IS THE GENERAL PAITERN? 

At preSffit. there is no w.i!y to predict 
when or even iJ allack& nf !he diseaSI! 
wiH oa:ur. Sympmms not only vary 
greatly from perSM IC) person bul may 
al.s()vary from time k> time in the- s,,irne 
perscn. 

The most typicd pllttcm l.lf MS is 
im-rked by peri<ids or active disease 
Ill" attacka, also ulled n:aC'ftba ti one or 
rdapses, f'oUowed by qiriet periods 
ca.lied reml95iDRIL 

Some people h21ve few 11U~c-ks, and 
little il any disability accumuliites aver 
time. Mc&t havewhat Is caUed 
"~lapsing-remitting'' dl!S(!ase. Thia 
means they have exacerbiltiuns, ~hich 
take place unpredkt1bly, Collowed by 
pedcd! ofpctrlial or botal mnission, 
which may la!it months or even years. 
Still 01.fier.1 experienc~ a progressive 
di11ease oouCR: wilh !Uadily won;e11ing_ 
symproms. The disease may worsen 
~dily from the CIOSlft {"primary pro­
gressive MS") er miiy l>e:oome progre~ 
sive 1f11Er " rel1psing--remlttlng col.ln;e 
rM?COndaTJ progreS5iV<:' M5'). But 

pl'tl.,I~ wlln ~lrtlj~l'~'SSI~ I'll;:) llt<Jy """ 
!!Kp-erlcm:c atlm:ke und pmliaJ rumis· 
si1mi.. fhu.s, thl! cliseasti nnBes frnm 
\'eI"Y mild w inlermltlent 1oste11dily 
progressive. 

Because MS 1'firt!n individuals. so 
differentlr, il is diffio.ill to malre gener­
itlizatims aboot d.isabilil)t St<itislic.5 
suggest lhal two out ol lhreeo people 
with MS rern~ln abk to w<1lk ovtt their 
lifetimt!s, but mmy t'lf them will need B 

cime 01 ~r nsstslive devl<E and some 
will cho05" to use 11 sooater or wheei­
chair to ainserve enetg)l. 

WHO G£TSMUl.JlPLESCl.EROSIS7 

M5 is mosto~ diagnosed in people 
whc are in their hwnlies or lhirties­
young :idults woo arejLl.llt l5l11rti.ng 
their li\•e.. 'Wcrnen devH:ip it at a rate 
almas.1 dooble that of ma\. The dis­
e.ise 1s nun &-equently found among 
peo?le incclda dimak!&. Scientists 
don't undenitand why this is ro, but 
studle!l 1ilrongfy suggest lhal whue a. 
perscn was born .a ncl lived during his 
or her first fifieen ymrs strongly influ­
ences !ht- likelihood of de-.-elopingMS. 

Studies also indicate lltat genetic Iac­
\Or& IN la! rertain irtdividuals sustiep-

lUll\,- 1.•I ll[\,," ~l;'lo\-,t.~"r <l.lllt 'LU."l\ ''"lo•., 

evidl'llCI! th.JI~ L.; dirwdy inl:critc\I. 
Otha' Ltnknawu faclms 11re Jn\'Ol~d. 

k ff EASll .. Y DlAGNUSED7 

MS is notalwayswsy kl detector 
~nose became symptoms tend tc 
come and ga, bfGlu~c other dise<1r.es of 
tne crntml onvous system ha\'e smu 
of the- same symptoms. and becnuz;e no 
single neuN>togic.il or l..iborarory lest 
can confirm cir mle out MS. Thus 
peopli! may be IClkf they hilve "pmb­
dble" m "p-os~iblr" MS. 

Recent e.dv11~s in m.ed.ical imaging, 
partirularly MRI (magnetic resonnnce 
imaging), ar~ he I ping tCP ~l i\ri fy d mgno­
eis. Toimki!:i conclusil'e crdefinlti\'E' 
diagnosis, t\vo factors mu&t be .shov.•n: 

ll) there mwl be e\•i,'le:i\Ceof many 
p!lkhes of scar tiSS'llt! in diifelenl pam 
ol lhe central nervoos~ystem, and 

(2) I !\en! must h<we beeru.t le.»t l\<JO 

sep;i.rcile (!)(Ola?rbations tJf" ihi:' dlscAse. 

A definiti\'e diagn03Ui c.11n tak2 several 
manths. Sometimes It takes ye!U'S. 

"·------· .... 
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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
VIDEOTAPED REMARKS FOR INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S FORUM 

MENTOR LUNCHEON 
SEPTEMBER 12, 1995 

Good Afternoon. It is an honor to speak to you, albeit 
electronically,· on this special occasion. It was a ·great 
pleasure hosting all of you in the White House two ·years ago 
during your conference in Washington, D.C. · 

I wish I could be with you in person today to recognize and 
honor the twelve women of the IWF who have been the first Mentors 
for the Leadership Foundation Fellows program. Thank you for 
being so engaged in supporting and guiding-other women so that 
they may fulfill their life's potential. 

The Leadership Foundation Fellows Program holds much promise 
for women and I am ~roud that the Department of 'Labor is 
collaborating with the IWF and Harvard University to offer our 
country this groundbreaking initiative. 

As members of the International Women's Forum, as women who 
hail from business, government, academia, the non-profit sector, 
the arts and the sciences you are in a wonderful position to 
counsel women who have alre~dy achieved a great deal .. You are 
among the too few women in the world who have experienced life 
above the glass ceiling, and who know what it.takes to get there. 

I applaud you for recognizing the opportunities you have had 
and assuming the responsibility that comes with them. 

Every day in America, women and men give their time, 
resources, and energy to helping others. Some are recognized, 
others are not. Today is our opportunity to recognize the twelve 
Mentors. 

The President and I would like to thank each of you for your 
service to the 12 Leadership Foundation Fellows, to,your 
community, and to your country. You are making a difference in 
the lives of women. Best wishes to all of you. 

### 



FIRST LADY HILLARY RODBAM CLINTON 
FIFTEEN MINUTE SPEECH 

REVISED 7/19 

Thank you for inviting me to join in this conversation with 
and about our childr~n and their families. 

It Takes A Village is about children. It is about my 
experiences as a children's advocate and··mother. And most of 
all, it is about our common responsibility for the nurturing not 
just of our own, but of all our children. 

For more than 25 years, I've tried to be a voice for 
children -- in health care, in adoption and foster care and in 
education. And during this time, it's become increasingly clear 
to me that much of what we are learning about parenting and 
children's needs is not being used to the extent it could, in and 
outside of our homes. 

The title of my book is taken from an old African proverb, 
"It Takes a Village to Raise a Child." Its truth is proven each 
day as new generations of children learn habits and values not 
just at home, but in classrooms, playgrounds, day care centers, 
and neighborhood streets; from grandparents, aunts, uncles and 
friends; and, like it or not, from TV shows, commercials and 
movies. 

As adults, we must learn that there is no such thing as 
someone else's child. My child and your child are also all our 
children. They must live and make their way in a society, not 
just a family. 

Over the past few months, I've had a chance to talk to men 
and women who share this view, who-believe that children are our 
country's greatest resource and are pulling together to make sure 
all children are given the tools to fulfill their God-given 
potential. 

In Kansas City, where I was part of a conference to discuss 
what we all can do to help children, I met educators, parents, 
business leaders and community activists who have already 
achieved much on behalf of their children. I heard how the city 
government offers employees up to four hours of paid annual leave 
to participate in their children's school activities; how 
dedicated volunteers are staffing evening and summer youth 
programs to keep kids off the street and out of trouble; and how 
the local newspaper is dedicating many resources, reporters and 
pages of newsprint to cover children's issues thoroughly. 

At another children's conference in Colorado, I learned how 
the state, businesses and community groups are cooperating to 
create better child care options; mentorships for new parents; 
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and health care coverage for children all over Colorado. 

But this is just the tip of the iceberg. We can do more and 
we can work to make sure that the good things that are happening 
in some communities happen all across this country and even the 
world. 

I've just returned from a trip to Central Europe where I 
visited several countries that are makin9 the difftcu1t· · -
transition from communism to democracy. Even there, citizens and 
governments are recognizing that the needs of children must come 
first if their countries are to become flourishing democracies 

As a modern society, we know more about what children need 
to develop than ever before. But we still have too few organized 
ways of supporting parents in the most important work they do. 
We have not figureq out how to replace the extended·family, clan 
or village that looked out for children in earlier times. As a 
result, many parents don't get the information or the help they 
need to become the best possible mothers and fathers they can be. 

It is time to make some changes for our children's sake. 
Advances in technology and the global economy along with other 
developments in society have brought us much good, but they have 
also strained the fabric of family life, leaving us and our 
children poorer in many ways. 

In my book, I have tried to share the facts, statistics, 
solutions, sights and stories gleaned from my years as an 
advocate for children. My experiences as First Lady have also 
given me the opportunity to meet and talk with Americans from all 
walks of life and to enrich my understanding about the challenges 
of modern parenting and the needs of our children. 

•' 

Many of the values I express were first taught to me in a 
Midwestern home in a time that now seems both distant and very 
different from today. Those values and ethics still resonate 
with me and have kept my own family strong, helping us weather 
some of our most trying times. 

I hope my book will advance the discussion on what is best 
for our children -- what we as individuals and as a society can 
do to make their lives fuller and their futures more secure. 

Sometimes an answer has already been found by caring and 
creative people I have met in communities such as Kansas City; 
often the answer lies within each parent -- and yes, at times, it 
also depends on government. 

We know now that adequate nutrition and early education are 
crucial -- and for many children, public programs like WIC and 
Head Start can make the difference between stunted lives and the 
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ones they were supposed to lead. But we also know that 1 there are 
some things that government just can't do for us. For example, 
there is a critical link between talking to babies in the 
earliest months and years and their future language skills. No 
government can talk to a child; only parents can do that -- and 
we can talk to each other about the need for that ..• 

In Kansas City, I saw billboards all over town'asking 
citizens the question: "Is it good for··the children?" .... It is· a 
question more Americans should ask themselves before making 
decisions for their families, their communities, and their 
country. 

We all have roles to play in finding ways to make sure all 
children fulfill their God-given potentials. When it comes to 
children, we all have experience -- and we can all claim a kind 
of expertise. We have all been children·. ·We all love· our 
children. We all have visions and aspirations for·what· they can 
become. We think of and talk about them constantly, during 
coffee breaks, PTA meetings, on front porches and phones, in 
letters and e-mail. No other subject takes so much of our time, 
and touches our souls so deeply. 

Somebody asked me the other day: How hard is it to write a 
book? Not as hard as it is to raise a child. The most important 
and challenging and rewarding thing Bill and I have ever done is 
raise our daughter. 

Our children are, in the beginning and in the end, the best 
reason for our being, the greatest of all our gifts and works. 
There is no subject more important, no issue that should be more 
decisive, than how we see and treat our children. Children have 
no vote; they have no say in the political, business and economic 
decisions made by our nation. That is why we can and must be 
their voice. 

### 
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PRESS RELEASE 

NATIONAL CHILDREN'S BOOK A. 
/ 

CONTACT: NEAfSAVOCA 508; 
">,. .lf1\ .·: .. •;;.',;•·rt· ·'~"ii;" -0J•· ~~~11! 

~·FoR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

'~~*'.?&;~[.., .· -~r, \. '. 
it~! '({.~ "'1.i.4,. ~ \ . '. . ~ 

r~\ ~~~S'.io ~t{1 CHILDREN'S ,B'OOK .. ,·'ff HORS FORM 
\t ... -;, .. ~ \ t\ 
'~~ ...... ~:j . ·, . ! \ . 

\~ _,,,, 1:!-~i;i;... ' Seek1to Make Cl).ild \ 

~~\ t.1r~~~~~~~·· ····.: ·· ... \. , .-. . <\, ~~~~~. . . ,,i;~.;>i ---· -·· · 
\~oston~t~~, Deceq_ibe.r 5, }99.7.: A ~oup~~~~~~-ng c~~~!1's boo•- . ·~tthors ~ave ann?unced the 
"'~~f:.~ati9Ji1~~! an or~~~izaho1n t~at will ~9!£1lJ~s~~the>nahonal pro· of children's Jeracy 

. issues. ,,,:r;..,,,.J~. _... . -. ... , . . . 
.,,11[• :-Ti:! ·· • ' \·~~ 1. "" 

The ide~~~~.~,,~~ediately endor,s~d by the·?H~y Cheese Man, Sar · .. J.~r\i~.m:.; uck 
Everlasting;;JJ1.~ Giver, the Great qilly Hopkir:i nd the man who ... , ·~ :r}.. Ji ay.-o · mgs Work. 

. I~ you~~gf},~t, ~~i who thes~ cha~ac~i~are, then you .have .s~'W?enow missed being amen~ 
the millions of:~ID5~~~rn pa~ents an~ c~1l~en who have delig~ted m .the w?rks of legenda~ chil­
dren's book autfior~I2,n~§.~.~s.z1£11 .~~,J;peia Maclachlan, Natalie Babbitt, L01s Lowry, Kathenne 
Paterson, and David~Mlcaulay~ 

The six authors made a rare joint appearance tonight at a celebration of children's literature 
held at the Boston Public Library. The event was cosponsored by the library and the newly formed 
National Children's Book and Literacy Alliance. 

The NCBLA is a not-for-profit organization founded by Babbitt, Lowry, Macaulay, 
Maclachlan, Paterson, award-winning picture book author Mary Brigid Barrett, and Boston Globe 
childrenis book critic Stephanie Loer. The Alliance's mission, its creators said, is to focus attention 

1 on the broad social and economic significance of childhood reading and to supplement the work 
of existing children's book an literacy organizations by helping them connect with each other and 
their communities. 

"Literacy campaigns too often erid up being consigned to libraries and book stores," said 
Barrett, the Alliance's chair and president. "We want to help bring the message of reading out of 
the book stacks and into homes, schools, neighborhoods and businesses, and to give children's lit­
eracy the attention it deserves on the national agenda." 

\ 

The Alliance's projects will include developing a national campaign to promote awareness 

\ 

of literacy issues and to guarantee children access to books, hosting a series of regional workshops, 
promoting organizations that successfully encourage literacy through literature, and creating a 
world wide web slte that will act as an information clearinghouse for organizations active in issues 
related to childhood reading. , · 

\ and Books at a Crossroads," at the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library. First Lady Hillary ~ 
In addition, in October of next year, the Alliance will host a national conference, "Children 

\ \ Rodham Clinton has agreed to serve as honorary chair for that event. 
"Obviously, for a group of authors, literacy is an i~sue that hits us where we live," com­

mented Macaulay, a vice president of the alliance. "But children who are taught to read and 
encouraged to continue reading will become lifelong learners, which is precisely what businesses 
need in their employees and democracy needs in its citizens." 

"Reading is the basis of a functioning civilized society," added Paterson, also a vice presi­
dent of the Alliance. "This should be everyone's priority." 
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National. 'Literacy Through 
Literature' Campaign 
·Launched in Boston 

T 
HE RECENTLY FORMED Na­
tional Children's Book and 
Literacy Alliance will initi­
ate its public relations 
campaign promoting "Lit­

eracy Through Literature" at the 
Boston Public Librarv on December 5. 
Presented in partne;ship with the li­
brary, the event is billed as "an evening 
in celebration of children and books" 
and features a discussion among an 
impressive panel of children's book 
authors: Natalie Babbitt, Lois Lowry, 
Patricia Maclachlan, Katherine Pater­
son and Jon Scieszka. David Macaulay 
will act as moderator. · 

Of these individuals, all but Scieszka 
serve on the board of directors for the 
Alliance, which is chaired by the 
group's president, author-illustrator 
Mary Brigid Barrett. Barrett is also the 
self-described "instigator" behind this 
not-for-profit coalition. established this 
fall"to promote existing children's book 
and literacy organizations and to act as 
a communication and service group to 
make issues concerning literacy a part 
of the "national agenda." 

Among the Alliance's goals is the 
. creation of a national campaign to ed­
ucate the public about the urgent need 
to get-and to keep--ehildren reading. 
Barrett, who often visits elementary 
schools as a guest teacher of literature­
based writing, lamented the double 
tragedy of the current status of literacy 
among youngsters~ In her words, "It is a 

Effort kicks off next 

month with a panel 

of noted authors and 

illustrators 

BY SALLY LODGE 

well-documented fact that some 50% 
of third- and fourth-graders in this 
country are reading below grade level, 
but what many people fail to under­
·stand is that of those who are reading 
at grade level, a frightening number 
will stop reading by the time they reach 
middle school. If we can reduce child­
hood illiteracy, we will reduce adult il­
literacy, which is a critical message we 
need to get to the average· Joe in the 
streets. Libraries are filled with posters 
promoting reading and National Chil­
dren's Book Week, but that's like 
preaching to the choir. We need to 
make sure that these posters appear at 
bus stops, too." 

Barrett, who expressed gratitude 
for the enthusiasm and interest that 
has greeted the Alliance's efforts to 
date, explained that the organization's 
plans to reach the public include edi­
torial and public service advertising 
in print media-, informational televi­
sion and radio programming, and 
public service spots. The Alliance, 
which is currently exploring various 
fundraising venues, hopes to have a 
Web site up and running by early next 
year. "This will help us reach beyond 
the traditional children's literature 
community and to spread word of lit­
eracy issues and events occurring 
across the country," Barrett noted. 

"Literacy groups are staging beautiful, 
small fireworks displays all over this 
country, but these sparks are getting 
lost in our media-centered culture. 
Our plan is.to create a big bang to 
bring these fireworks to natioi:ial at- · 
tention.n 

The Alliance expects that an event it 
is hosting on October 9, 1998, will do 
just that. To be held at the John F. 
Kennedy Presidential Library in 
Boston, a symposium on children's lit­
eracy and literature entitled· "Children 
and Books at a Crossroads" will mark 
the official launch of the group's na­
tional campaign. Hillary Rodham Clin­
ton is honorary chair and Maya An­
gelou is the keynote speaker of the 
event, which will bring together educa­
tors, librarians, community and busi­
ness leaders, representatives from med­
ical and social services and government 
officials involved in educational initia­
tives. The Alliance plans. to follow up 
this symposium with a series of inter­
active workshops to be held across the 
country. 

Those interested in obtaining addi­
tional Information may contact execu­
tive director Nea Savoca at NCBLA, 
P.O. Box 634, Franklin, Mass. 02038- . 
0634; (508) 820-9595. 

TWENTY YEA~S AND STILL 
G 0 I N G ST R 0 N G • The Children's 
Book Shop in Brookline, Mass., is 
celebrating its 20th anniversary this 
year with a variety of events. The 
poster above was created for. the 
store by author-illustrator Peter Sis, 
who attended a champagne 
reception there on Nov. _2. 

November 17. 1997 I PUBLISHERS WEEKLY ZS I 



·rHE BOS.TON GLOBE, November 30,1997 
THE BOSTON SUNDAY GLOBE • NOVEMBER 30, 1997 

Authors unite to boost children's literacy 
By Donna Milmore 

GLOBE CORRESPONDEN.T 

A 
)armed at the crisis in 
chil~ren 's literacy, a 
group of noted .authors 
and illustrators has mobi~ 
lized to make sure the 

benefits of reading reach beyond 
ciassrooms and libraries to football 
fields, boardrooms, and bus stops. 
. Led by an author-illustrator, the 
National Children's Book and Liter­
acy Alliance will go public with a 
"Celebration of Children's Books" on 
Friday at 7 p.m., at the Boston Pub­
Jic Library. Some 350 ·persons are 
~xpected to attend the kickoff, which 
Will introduce the public to the newly 
formed nonprofit coalition and its 
"Literacy through Literature" cam­
paign. 

Committed to get - and keep -
Fhildren reading, the alliance envi-

sions its role as a powerful, central­
ized resource to support and pro­
mote all the varied children's liter­
acy initiatives throughout the coun­
try. Led by Mary Brigid Barrett of 
Franklin, an emerging author with 
five boks due for publication next 
year,. the Alliance's boar<! of direc­
tors includes some of the rriost nota­
ble figures in the world of children's 
literature. 

Board member and Newbery 
Medal winner Katherine Paterson of 
Barre, Vt., views the group a8 a "na­
tional clearinghouse" for children's 
literacy issueR. 

Though many literacy efforts are 
underway, those forming the alliance 
say they are filling a void where a 
single resource is lacking. To create 
awareness, raise funds, and respond 
to specific inquiries about children's 
literacy; the alliance plans a public· 
relations campaign akin to the milk 

companies· who banded together to 
promote their product generically. 
Publicity will include public service 
advertising in print media, television 
and radio programming, and a web 
site. 

The campaign begins with Fri­
day's celebration, co-sponsored by 
the Boston Public Library. The 
evening will feature a panel discus­
sion of six award-winning children's 
authors, a book sale, and an auto­
graph session. Author-illustrator 
David Macaulay will moderate the 
evening's discussion with authors 
Natalie Babbitt, Lois. Lowry, Patri­
cia MacLachlan, Paterson, and Jon 
Scieszka. Proceeds will benefit the li­
brary's children's services. 

Barrett came up with the idea for 
the. alliance as a result of her fre­
quent visits to elementary schools as 
a guest teacher of writing. 

"Between 40 and 50 percent of 

third- and fourth-graders in this 
country are reading below grade lev­
el,". says B'arrett. Even more alarm­
ing, many children stop reading alto­
gether shortly after this point, she 

·says. 
"We're in danger of making read­

ing seem like 'work'" says Natalie 
Babbitt, based on her classroom ob­
seJVations. Babbitt, author of the 
modern classic "Tuck Everlasting," 
sees many changes occurring around 
the fifth grade and aims Iler work 

. directly at this age group. 
"Boys stop reading in fourth and 

fifth grade, and girls stop in junior 
high," agrees Barrett. 

"Libraries are filled with posters 
promoting reading and National 
Children's Book· Week, but that's 
like preaching to the choir," says 
Barrett. "We .need to make sure that 
these posters appear at bus stops, 
too. And how about the teen-age 

GLOBE FILE PHOTO 

David Macauley 

Natalie Babbitt 

mom who didn't grow up with 
books?" 

The alliance is planning an ambi­
tious agenda, with a national launch­
ing event, "Children and Books at a 
Crossroads" on Oct. 9, 1998, at the 
John F. Kennedy Library, Hil1

1
ary 

Rodham Clinton is honorary chair­
person and Maya An~elou will the 
keynote speaker. Serving as a volun­
teer director of the Aliiance, Nea Sa­
voca is coordinating the event. 'She 
can be called at 508-820-9595 or e­
mailed at savoca@worldnet.att.net. 

Katherine Paterson 
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THE BEST AND THE WORDS 
By Catherine O'Neill Grace 
HEAL TH (Page Z18) 
HOW& WHY 
© The Washington Post 

12116197 (Tuesday) 
20inches. 

. · At a library in Boston last week, a group of well-known children's authors got together to 
ar.zounce the formation of a new national organiution dedicated to children's literacy. The 
~r.:iup's mission is to focus attention on the importance of reading in children's lives. 

What is literacy? It's the ability to read. But it's much more than that It's tbe ability to 
ur.cierstand wha1 you read. It means developing creativity and \Witing skills too. It means being 
arle to read and understand well enough to learn new things. · 

Literacy is a big problem in this country, ev~n among grov.uups. According to the U.S. . 
Department of Education,. many adults cannot read and write well enough to look for a job, read 
a r::ap or read m their children. Among children, more than 40 percent of fourth· graders read 
be!cw grade lcv~l. The Carnegie Council on Adolescent Development reports that children aged 

· 9 :o 14 spend more than 20 percent of their waking hours watching TV, but only l percent of 
tlut time readii1~. · 

educators repon that kids whi::- read a lot·· for schoolwork and for pleasure -- do be~er in 
school, get better jobs and become lifelong learners. Reading is very, very important.· 

?lu.s, it's fun! In books you can travel to the past or the furure, to your own city or to the 
pilllets and stars; you can meet people different from yow-self; you can dream. 

·· \\t'hen you give children books, you give them the world," says writer Mary Brigid Barrett, a 
founder of the National Children's Book and Literacy Alliance (NCBLA). · 

The group will host regional workshops aro\Jnd the country, \.\iill support other groups that 
help connect kids and books and plans to set up an Internet site early next year that parents· and 
kids can visit lo find out more about children's literature. 111e World Wide Web site ·wiJl include 
a ~ional monihly calendar of events related to children, books and literacy. · 

'Children who are taught to read and encouraged to continue reading ·will become lifelong 
!ear:iers," says author David MacaUlay, a founder of the NCBLA. · 

The holiday season is a great time to get aequainted with books by authors such as Jon 
Sczieszka ("The Stinky Cheese Man"), Patricia Maclachlan ("Sarah Plain and Tall"), Natalie 
Ba'obitt ("Tuck Everlasting") and Katherine Paterson (11The Great Gilly Hopkins"). Those 
autl:ors, along with Lois Lowry ("Autumn Street11

), Mary Brigid Barrett ("Sing to the Stars'') and 
David Macaulay ("The Way Things Work"), had fae idea for the NCBLA. You can find their 
bocks, and thousands of others, :!.t the library or in bookstores - or you can ask for them as 
hciiday gifts. Before school ends for the winter break, talk \\-ith your librarian and get help 
i-:-u .. :Jng a list o :·books that you will enjoy. Or visit the kids' section of a bookstore and talk ~1th 
so~one there. · 

Happy holiday reading! · 
Tips for Parents 

The new, nonprofit National Children's Book and Literacy Alliance. will launch its first 
national camp'1ign next faH, beginning with a symposiwn called "Children and Books at a 
Crossroads," le be held at the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library in Boston on Oct. 9, · · 
fo!:owed by a series of interactive workshops to be held across the country. Want to get 
in\'Jlved? Volunteers are needed to help organize the events. For information, write to.execufr.,e 
di:e:-cor Nea Savoca at NCBLA, P.O. Box 634, Franklin, MA 02038·0634. ln the meantime, if 
you n~d guida'nce choosing books for your children this holiday season, try these resources: • 
"Choosing Books for Chilchen: A Commonsense Guide11 b)· Betsy F:Ieame (Dclacorte) - "Comics 
to Classics: A Guide to Books for Teens and Preteens" by Arthea J.S. Reed (Penguin Books) -
"Th~ New Read-Aloud Handbook" by Jim Trelease (Penguin Books)~ ''The New York Times 
Pa:~nts' Guide to the Best Books for Children" by Eden Ross Lipson (Times Books) · 
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Having trouble decidina what to Jad'? Adults often choose books that have won major awards 
such as a Nati~ Book Award or a Pulitzer Prill:. A good bet for kids' books is to try Newbery 
Medal winners. In 1997, that honor went to E.L Konigsburg for a book called "The View From· 

. Sarurday." (Konigsburg also wrote a famous book, "From the Mixed Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. 
Frankweiler," which won the Newbery Medal 29 years ago!) "The View from Saturday" is about 
a powerhouse sixth-grade ~demie quiz team that beats out team after team of seventh- and . 
eighth·grader.s. It's also _about leami~ to be kind and care for others. Many readers have said the 
book is not jtL-;t for kids: So here's an idea: Get the book and read it yo\lnelf. Then write a · 
review of it, fold yo\U' review inside a holiday card, and give the card and the book to an adult 
you care about. Include a promise to read the book aloud to the adulL After all, grown-ups need 
to be literate tool 

..... ,,... ........ . . . . .. _,., _ _,. ... _ ... ,.. 
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The blmonttitY- nawspapar lif Iba 
-lniarnattonal Reading Association 

Your source for news about 
the reading prof ¢ssion 

-http://www.reading.org 

Alliance spotlights children's llteracy and 1nerature 
Gala Boston event marks public launch for 
National Children's Book and Literacy-Alliance·- ··-: .. ·· 

More than 150 people attended a gala 
celebration of children and books at the 
Boston Public Library on December 5, 
1997. The celebration marked the first pub­
lic event of the National Children's Book 
and Literacy Alliance (NCBLA), a recently 
formed nonprofit organization established 
to promote children's reading. The alliance 
plans to make issues concerning children's 
literature and literacy a part of the national 
agenda in the United States. 

The December 5 event included a pan­
el discussion of topics-related to children 
and books, moderated by ;rnthor/illustra~ 
tor David Macaulay and featuring Natalie 
Babbitt, Lois i.owry, Patricia Maclachlan, 
Katherine Paterson; and Jon Scieszka. 
Babbitt, Lowry, Macaulay, -Maclachlan, 
and Paterson serve on NCBLA's board of 
directors·, along with Stephanie Loer and 
Mary Brigid Barrett. Barrett serves as chair 
and president. 

Panelists at NCBLA's ~Eicember event were (left to right): Natalle Babbitt, 
Katherine Paterson, P~trlcla_ Macl.acl_'llan, David Macaulay (moderator), lois Lowry, 
and Jon Scieszka 

The alliance seeks to make 
childhood literacy a top 

national priority. 

The audience attending the December 
celebration was diverse, including repre­
sentatives from literacy organizations, 
members of the press, te~chers, librarians, 
pediatricians, college-age people, and a 
few 'Y~lungsters, says Barrett. "What \'.',:'\S 

delightful was that a number of p~ople-­
who Ji;1ve anendeq many events like this 
wer~; just as excited as those who were 
seeirlg one for the first rirr\e,';' she adds. 

-:,. ~. 



Goals· and objectives 
NCBLA has the following goals and 

objectives: · 

• to create a national campaign to ac­
tive.ly address issues related to chil­
dren's literacy and literature. 

• to create a service association to 
identify and promote already exist­
ing organizations and programs that 
are successfully addressing issues re­
lated to children's literacy and liter­
ature. 

• to create educational programs co 
promote children's literacy through 
literature. 

• to create a national information and 
education center concerning chil­
dren's books and literacy, accessible 
to the general public. 

• to create a united force to continu­
·ausly -identify ~nd confront chal­
lenges to literacy and book access 
for children. 

NCBLA recognizes that many organiza­
tions already act as advocates for specific 
issues within these areas. The alliance 
hopes to provide a vehicle for these. ·or­
ganizations to act in concert to address is­
sues _and initiate actions related co geccing 
and keeping children reading. 

Symposium, Web site planned 
NCBLA will launch its national cam­

paign on October 9, 1998, in Boston, 
Massachusetts, by hosting a symposium 
entitled "Children and Books ac a 
Crossroads." The purpose is to articulate· 
the reasons literacy and literature muse be 
promoted equally to gee and keep chil­

·dren reading. The symposium will identi­
fy problems and obstacles, specifying 

1 
constructive actions and highlighting sue-

\ 

cessful programs. First Lady Hillary 

.

.. Rodham Clinton has agreed to serve as 
honorary chair for the event. 

In addition to organizing the sympo­
sium, NCBLA is developing a World Wide 
Web site that will promote public educa­
tion concerning issues, actions, and pro­
grams related to children's books and 
reading. The site will list information 
about organizations and events related to 
children, books, and literacy. It. will pro­
vide instructional materials. for parents and 
educators, and it will include a 1114gazine 
component with fearure articles highlight­
ing successful literacy programs and activ­
ities, along with family literacy activities. 

The alliance will also conduct a series 
of interactive workshops across the 
United States. These workshops will pro­
yide specific training·to ind.i.\i9uals and 

organizations involved in literacy ed4(:a< 
tion for children and familles. The work­
shops will be videotaped, and copies will 
be made available for schools and orga-
nizations throughout the country. · 

The alliance also plans to create and 
sponsor a television broadcast,. or -series 
of broadcasts, to promote children's 
books and reading. The program .. or pro~ 
gra~ will be designed for family viewing 
so that parents and children can explore 
together various aspects of children's 
books and reading. 

"Literacy campaigns too often end up 
being consigned to libraries and book 
St<?res," says Barrett. "We want to help 
bnng the message of reading ouc of the 

book stacks and into homes, schools, 
neighborhoods, and businesses, and. co 
give children's literacy the accencion it de­
serves on the national agenda." 

"Reading is the hasis of a funccioning · 
civilized society," adds two-time Newbery 
Medal-winning author Katherine 
Paterson, a vice president of the alliance. 
"This should be everyone's priority." 

Reading for· the fun of it 
NCBLA wants co emphasize the enjoy­

ment that reading can bring co people of 
all age~. Barren expresses concern that to 
many people reading is simply another 
task to be accomplished. 

Barren also stresses the importance of a 
continued emphasis on reading through­
out a person's life. "While early literacy is 
important, it's equally important co keep 
young people reading," she says. 

Ac its September 1997 meeting, che 
International Reading Association's Board 
of Directors recognized and endorsed the 
efforts of NCBLA. The board agreed that 
IRA should volunteer to serve on the hon­
orary committee for the upcoming sym­
posium, and further agreed chat IRA 
should work cooperatively with the al­
liance in future projects designed to pro­
mote children's ability and desire to read. 

For further information about the ac­
tivities of the National Children's Book 
and Literacy Alliance, contact: Nea 
Savoca, Executive Director, NCBLA, PO 
Box 634, Franklin, MA 02038-0634, USA. 
Telephone: 508-820-9595. 
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-Macaulay Has Long 
Been Drawn to Rome 

This Time~ -· sy·.EuzABETH MEHREN 
. ..TIMES STAFF WRITER 

Author and 

,, Illustrator 
· .. ·. ,. . 

· '·· Journeys 

.·Through His 

Favorite City 

David .Macaulay 

P
ROVIDENCE, R.1.-In third grade,· 
David Macaulay drew a fire engine: . 

· The teachers praised it and hung the ·, 
. drawing on the bulletin board. The , 
kids gaped and. said, wow, what a cool fire 
engine: Adulation: Macaulay loved it. 
· :More or less consciously, he determined 
that applause and recognition were good 
lifetime goals. Having your name on some­
thing-a picture, a building, a book jacket­
was also_ a worthwhile career aspiration, the 
you11g Macau,ay decided. 

.. "A11d if I'm going to be honest, I think that 
w~s l"!lY original molive. Seeing my name on a 
book was very appealing," Macaulay said. "I 
thought, 'This is great!' " 

A dozen and a half titles-accounting for 
close to 3 million books in print-now bear his · 
name, and the buzz has not faded. With the 
same pride he showed when the teachers 
lauded his fire engine, the 50-year-old 
author-illustrator is soaking up compliments 
for his latest endeavor, "Rome Antics" 
(Houghton Mifflin), a whimsical, affectionate 

Please see.ROME, E6 

Illustrated in 
black and white, 

Macauley's. 
latest is the tale 

ota homing 
pigeon bearing 

a message frqm 
the Italian hills 

to Rome. 

.-. 

-~ 



NATIONAL SYMPOSIUM 1998 

THE NATIONAL CHILDREN'S BOOK AND LITERACY ALLIANCE 

NATIONAL SYMPOSIUM 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9, 1998 

JOHN F. l<ENNEpY PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARY, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 

.. ··::; 

CHILDREN AND BOOKS AT A CROSSROADS 
HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 

THE FIRST LADY OF THE UNITED STATES 

DR. MAYA ANGELOU 

Honorary Chair 

DAVID McCULLOUGH 

Speakers 

CHARLES OSGOOD 

Panel Moderator 

This symposium will bring together groups from within the children's publishing community -
published authors, illustrators, academics, editors, art directors, publishers, librarians, and 
reviewers - to join with arts advocates, educators, government officials, members of the media, 
the medical community, the business world, and child and literacy advocates from all fields. 
Through panel discussions, meetings, and presentations, this will be an opportunity to inform the 
public of the need and challenges involved in getting effective books into children's hands, and to 
raise awareness that literacy and books need to be promoted equally to children and parents in 
order to get and keep children reading. · 

This will be the formal announcement of the creation of the NATIONAL. CHILDREN'S BOOK AND 
LITERACY ALLIANCE, a partnership between the children's publishing communit)r and individuals 
and organizations who have an impact on the lives of children. The speakers will discuss literature 
and literacy as positive transforming agents in the lives of children, and throughout the day the 
work of gifted creators of children's books will be featured, as well as testimonies from people of 
achievement about the roles that reading and books have played in their lives. 

For more information about the Symposium, please contact: Nea Savoca, Executive Director 
P.0.Box 634 Franklin MA 02038-0634 508.820.9595 Fax 508.820.9184 



. FACTS ABOUT LITERACY 

In the United States, between one person in ten and one person in five cannot read and write adequately enough to 
read want ads, fill out job application forms, read maps, or read story books to children. 
- from Department of Education statistics 

Nine in ten Fortune 1000 CEOs recognize illiteracy as a problem in the American workplace ..... Virtually all chief execu­
tives agree that workers' literacy levels affect productivity and profitability in general, finds a 1995 Opinion Research 
Corporation survey of Fortune 1000 CEOs sponsored by the Golden, Colorado-based Coors Brewing Company. The 
U.S. Department of Labor estimates that illiteracy costs U.S. businesses about $225 billion a year in lost productivity. 
The costs stem from employee mistakes, injuries, absenteeism, tardiness, missed opportunities, and other problems 
associated with illiteracy. - American Demographics Magazine · 

ore than 40o/o of 
fourth-graders 

read below grade level. 

In 1994, students who reported having a greater array of literacy materials in their 
homes displayed higher average reading achievement. Among twelfth graders, there 
was a decline between 1992 and 1994 in the presence of these materials at home. At 
all three grades, students who more frequently read for fun on their own time had 
higher average proficiencies. Twelfth-grade students in 1994 reported reading for fun 
less frequently than their 1992 counterparts. 

- National Assessment of 
Educational Progress 1994 Reading 

Report Card. At all three grades, students who reported more 
'-------------~ frequent home discussions about their studies 

demonstrated higher reading proficiencies. There was a decline in the frequency of 
this activity among twelfth graders between the 1992 and 1994 assessments. 

hildren ages 9 to 14 
spend more than 

20°/o of their waking 
hours watching TV, 

In 1994, students who reported watching less than four hours of television daily 
displayed higher average reading proficiencies than their peers who watched more 
television. At each grade, students who read five or fewer pages each day for 
school and homework had the lowest average reading proficiencies. Since 1992, 
there has been an increase in the percentage of twelfth graders who reported read­
ing five or fewer pages each day, and a decline in the percentage who reported 

but only 1 % of that 
time reading. 
-A Matter of Time: Risk and 

Opportunity in the Nonschool 
Hours. Carnegie Council on 
Adolescent Development, 1993 . .-------------------. reading 11 or more pages. 

eading aloud to 
children helps 

stimulate brain devel­
opment, yet only 50% 
of infants and toddlers 
are routinely read to 
by their parents. 
- Starting Points; the 1994 report 
of the Carnegie Corporation. 

Eighth and twelfth graders who reported being as~ed by their teachers at least once a 
week to explain or support their understanding of what they read had higher average 
reading proficiencies than students who were asked to do so less often. The reports of 
twelfth-grade students in 1994 indicated that they were not asked to do this as fre­
quently as their counterparts in 1992. Eighth and twelfth graders who reported being 
asked by their teachers at least once a week to discuss various· interpretations of what 
they read displayed higher average reading proficiencies than students who were 
asked to do so less often. According to eighth- and twelfth-grade students' reports, 
these discussions were less frequent in 1994 than in 1992. 
- From the National Assessment of Educational Progress, 1994 Reading Report 

.__ ___________ ____, Card, evaluating the educational progress of grades 4, 8, and 12. 
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·ENDORSEMENTS 

As of this printing, . · _ 

HONORARY CHAIR, NCBLA 
. . . ·' 

i 

1998 NATIONAL SYMPOSIUM 
Hillary Rodham Clinton First Lady of the United States 

HONORARY BOARD 

James Jeffords United States Senator, Vermont 

Ray Mabus Former Governor, Mississippi 

David McCullough 

William F. Murdy 

Charles Osgood 

Jack Reed United States Senator, Rhode Islarid 

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATION ENDORSEMENTS 

American Library Service for Children 
A division of the American Library Association 

Association of American Publishers 

Association of Booksellers for Children 

Beginning With Books 

Children's Division of the Library of Congress 

Society of Children's Book Writers and Illustrators 

The International Reading Association 

INDIVIDUAL ENDORSEMENTS 

Peggy Charren Founder, Action for Children's Television 

Glenn Close Actor and Arts Activist 

William D. Delahunt Member of Congress, 10th Congressional District, Massachusetts 
Richard Gephardt United States Representative, Missouri 

Patrick J. Kennedy United States Representative, Rhode Island 

Patricia Schroeder President and CEO, Association of American Publishers; former U.S. Representative 
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.. VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

GETTING INVOLVED 

If you care about children, reading and books, you are already a member of the NCBLA and we 
need your help! Volunteer opportunities range from long-term commitments to helping with a 
one day special event. You can give one hour a day or one hour a month. Whether you are a 
student, teacher, homemaker, writer, illustrator, business person, libr'1:~an,- retired professional, 
or active senior, whether you are 22 or 82, you and your skills are valued and needed. 

What opportunities are available? 

C\\.r Volunteers of all backgrounds and experience are needed to help develop and organize 
educational and fund-raising events across the country. 

~People with computer skills and knowledge are needed to help with the NCBLA Web Site. 

C\\.r If you have research and organizational skills, we need you to help collect and collate 
information for our online information clearinghouse. 

C\\.r Are you interested in being a NCBLA state chair? Then we need your skills and experi­
ence. 

C\\.r We're looking for people with communication, teaching, and office skills. 

~ We're an organization of creative people! Volunteers with writing, design, and/ or 
illustration skills are always welcome and needed. 

C\\.r And of course, volunteers who love kids, reading, and books are always cherished and 
appreciated by the NCBLA. 

To volunteer with NCBLA, contact Nea Savoca, our Executive Director, at: 

JOIN Us! 

P.O.Box 634 Franklin, MA 02038-0634 

508.820.9595 Fax 508.820.9184 



'FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

.. ·, 

What.is the Nation?Zl Children's Book and Literacy Alliance? 
. I ' 

I ' 

'fhe NCBLA is a not-for-profit o!ganization, founded by award winning children's writers .and illustrators (s~e accom­
pailying biographies). · Y:Je work actively to redefine literacy as more than the ability to read. We work to educ;ate the 
pµblic that clµldien who can read and choose to read books are children who can write, think creatively, and develop 
the skills they need· to work and have a purposeful life. Nationally, only half of all third graders are reading at or 
above third. grade level, and of those children who are reading on their own, most boys will stop by fourth grade; 
m.o~t girls by Junior high. So liter~cy is not only about teaching all children to read, it's also about keeping those clµ.1-

, dren reading throughout their ll!etiµl.es. 
I 

The NCBLA will act as an umbrella service organization for existing children's book and literacy organizations. We 
will promote ()rganizations that are successfully confronting children's illiteracy and connecting children to books. We 
will act as a liaiso~ organization, initiating partnerships between the business corrµnunity, medical and soeial se.rvices, 
civic organizations, !l11d the children's book and literacy community to create projects that will get and keep children 
reading. And we will serve as an information source and referral service, connecting the media to the children's book 
and literacy community. 

Why is the NCBLA different from other existing literacy organizations? 

The National Children's Book and Literacy Alliance is unique. We believe that the issue of children's literacy and the 
problems of illiteracy in this country merit a new, multifaceted approach if any progress is to be made. We want to cre­
ate a coalition between the children's book community and parents, educators, business, government, academia, civic 
organizations, and medical and social servic.es. This coalition will be able to approach the problems and initiate 
actions across a wide spectrum of areas, using a tremendous array of talent and input, which will get and keep chil­
dren reading by drawing attention at the highest levels and providing information at the most basic levels. 

How will the National Children's Book and Literacy Alliance accomplish its goals? 

The NCBLA is launching a national campaign to bring issues related to children's literacy and books to the forefront 
· of our national agenda. Illiteracy is reaching critical proportions in this country, and we want to begin to work on the 

problem from many sides at once. 

We are beginning an editorial and public affairs campaign to promote children's literacy and books by working in 
partnership with national magazines whose market targets children, adolescents, and/ or parents. And we will work 
to create a partnership with the television broadcasting industry. The vast impact of television can be used to create 
public awareness and connect children and their families to reading and books. 

The NCBLA is creating a World Wide Web site that will serve as a clearinghouse for children's literacy issues and 
ideas. It will include an updated listing of children's literacy and book organizations, their mission statements, web 
links, and addresses; a calendar of events relating to children's books and literacy; and specific practical information 
on how to get and keep children reading. 

The NCBLA is also developing a series of LITERACY THROUGH LITERATURE interactive workshops, which will give spe­
cific information and training to individuals and organizations who have a direct impact on children and their fami­
lies. The workshops will be held throughout the United States, and will focus on issues relating to the connection 
between children, families, and books. 
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NATALIE BABBITT is the.acdaimed author of Ute conte~por~ry children's da~sic, Tuck Everlasting. She has written a 
\ I --~·1 1 · , · • r . -· -· . . .. -· ···· · · ·- - ·· ··· .... 

n~l;>,er of novels for chjldren, inc}µditj'g· the ev¢r l?cipularj Kneeknock Ri~e1 .~ wi.nrter of the :r;.Jewbery Honor Medal, The 
Seqrchfo'.:,Delicious, anq T1Ji D~I's St.oryb~o~. She h~s iUus

1
trated herp~ pictur~p~)o,ks as well as collectio~ of poetry 

by\Vale~e'~~rth, an.~·hTr boo~ are m pnnt-.._a~ arolf'd ~~,~~~lq>·::,~ .. :. ·; ~ .... 1 :;. ~\ . 
... l ... > •. // l \ /~.· '-: f"'"-- ..... · .' ··:\ .. __ ~ ... _:_:; . .../ i<\ 
MARY BRIGID .'3~~ ~ .µie autho.,r_of the awru;d-winajng picture book, S_in~ tf tJ:e. Stqrs, and has five bqoks:sc?~~uled 
fqrjpublicaqo~ be~& in 1998.\She is a· prof~ssio11cµ_~ducator and has t~µg~t.ir} µj.e illustration dep_artmen(~t.\the 
~?de Islapd ~1:11001: of ipes~~· S~~ ha~- wo~k~ acti,ve~i for children's ~ter~cy '&d· epucation issues. ~9th'iri·th~·: \ 
Mi~west ~:~i~ew Englf'd, ancl. 15-.the Charr aJ1\i Pres~c;lent of The Nation~l Sf,i19r~'s Book And L;teracy Allian_p\ 

·.· ..... :,.,:\. . .... -· .-·;. . " ··! -~"_L;/ ;.· ''. ,:.7· \?\ 
STEPHANIE Ip~~' is·a children's b?ok critic ·who has b~~11·r~yiewing chilqr~'s litera~ for print, r?dio and television: , \ 
for over twenty years. She also_.works,as a consult~t on chjldren's literature to ma_rly educational establishments, and·. 
frequently le~t.tµ-es_ on children's books. ·. · · · · 

. . 
. ,. 

LOIS LOWRY is the we1J l(]:lpwn author ofbooks ab01.~t Anastasia Krupnick and is ope qf the few children's authors to 
have won the Newb~ry fyl~9c:t! ~~~e; fir~t for her. poignant novel, Number the Stgr{ th~. s~cppg {q~ ·ytie Giver. H~r book 
Autumn Street, a work of flawlessJy'crajted prose, stands with To Kill a Mockingbird in' American literature. She is a 
much-requested speaker and travels extensively to lecture about her work and the creative writing experience. 

DAVID MACAULAY is the well-known author of numerous publications, among them Cathedral, Unbuilding, Black and 
White, and The Way Things Work, and has garnered an impressive number of awards, including a Caldecott Medal. He 
is a Chevalier De L'Ordre Des Arts et Des Lettres in France and recently received the Charles Frankel Prize from the 
National Endowment for Humanities. He currently serves on the Board of Trustees of the Rhode Island School of 
Design. David has hosted a series of programs on PBS based on his work, and lectures frequently. He is a Vice­
President of The National Children's Book And Literacy Alliance. 

PATRICIA MACLACHAN is the author of a number of beautifully written lyrical novels and picture books. She won the 
Newbery Medal for Sarah Plain and Tall, which was produced as an award-winning Hallmark Hall of Fame movie, 
starring Academy Award winner Glenn Close. Her novel Skylark was also made into a Glenn Close movie for 
Hallmark, as well as Journey, with Jason Robards. She has written many other books for children, including Arthur for 
the Very First Time, Unclaimed Treasures, and Cassie Binegar. A successful screenwriter, Patricia Maclachlan is also a 
dynamic speaker. 

KATHERINE PATERSON has won two National Book Awards, and one Newbery Honor for The Great Gilly Hopkins. She 
also won two Newbery Medals for The Bridge to Terabithia and Jacob, Have I Loved, both of which have been produced 
by Wonderworks Inc. as movies for public television. Her books have sold around the world and have been translated 
into over twenty-one different languages. She has long been an activist for children's literacy, and her books of essays 
concerning writing for children, The Spying Heart and Gates of Excellence, are mandatory reading in many children's lit­
erature courses. Katherine is a Vice-President of The National Children's Book And Literacy Alliance. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

NEA SAVOCA is a graduate of Wellesley College and has worked professionally in marketing and public relations. She 
has spearheaded numerous volunteer activities in education and the arts. Nea is an experienced grant writer and an 
active advocate for public education. 



THE NATIONAL CHILDREN'S BOOK AND LITERACY ALLIANCE 

Literacy Through Literature 

P.O. Box 634 Franklin MA 02038-0634 

T: 508.820.9595 F: 508.820.9184 

WHO WEARE 

THE NATIONAL CHILDREN'S BOOK AND LITERACY ALLIANCE is a not-for-profit organization 
established to create and pursue a campaign to get children reading and keep children 
reading. The Alliance will promote existing children's book and literacy organizations, 
and work with them in partnership to create educational programs that will give inter­
ested parties the tools to achieve these goals. Acting as a communication and service 
organiZation, we seek to build connections between children and literacy professionals 
and the community at large to make issues concerning children's literature and literacy 
a part of our national agenda. 

WHAT WE ARE ABOUT 

Literacy is not just about the ability to read. It is also about comprehension, creative 
thinking, and writing skills. Literacy and children's literatur~ are essentials that must 
be promoted ~qually to build a thinking, imaginative, articulate society. Organizations 
within the children's book and literacy community have long acted as advocates for 
specific issues such as parent and teacher education, library funding, early childhood 
reading readiness and teen literacy outreach. 

THE NATIONAL CHILDREN'S BOOK AND LITERACY ALLIANCE will provide a vehicle for 
existing organizations to act in concert, to address issues and initiate actions related to 
getting and keeping children reading. 



~"ff' j~ ,., · ITHOUT BOOKS, HISTORY IS SILENT, LITERATURE DUMB, SCIENCE 

\i.!1 'V CRIPPLED, THOUGHT AND SPECULATION A! A STANDSTILL. 

y \y WITHOUT BOOKS, THE DEVELOPMENT OF CIVILIZATION WOULD 

HAVE BEEN IMPOSSIBLE. THEY ARE THE ENGINES OF CHANGE, WINDOWS ON 

THE WORLD, AND (AS A POET HAS SAID) "LIGHTHOUSES ERECTED IN THE SEA 

OF TIME." THEY ARE COMPANIONS, TEACHERS, MAGICIANS, BANKERS OF THE 

TREASURES OF THE MIND. BOOKS. ARE HUMANITY IN PRINT. "ALL THE GLORY 

OF THE WORLD WOULD BE. BURIED IN OBLIVION," WROTE BISHOP RICHARD DE 

BURY, CHANCELLOR OF ENGLAND IN THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY, "UNLESS 

GOD HAD PROVIDED MORTALS WITH THE REMEDY OF BOOKS." 

- BARBARA TUCHMAN 



~ . . 
• ·.I .. ' 

. ; 

.WHAT WE WANT To Do 
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·:·'.· .C\v Create a national campaign to spotlight and: ad4r~~sis~ti¢~~~f~tetl to.children's literacy 
··.-._,, ·. and literature. -. · · · 

·~ .. 
·.-''. {1.. . .\ .• •·.... ..,··.~· .. :,>:·~ ~.;·~.·:~:~ ~~-·~.',. \ - ·"'~ 

. \ ...... ..__. / .. ~ 

:'.'~".J'.Jt.Create a servi~~ association to id~ntify, promote and ~oord~~t¢, already existing organi-
' · ·~;, ;: '·~~~~~~and programs that are sucfessfully addressin~\i~~~~,~~fout literacy . 

.. '._.,:") <i"-"::.t;•.J: \ ·:,~}i;:cy;Jiil / 
~ Cr¢~!~'_equ,q1tj~nal programs to pro_mote childre!\~-~Jn~r~c:{through literature. 

•\ .... <.· .:,:j· :<< :_.·.:'.\;:t::~; •.:·>_,-,~, '"' -,., ... , '"" .. ,\ •,<>_- ',_:.{';.; ~,'.;l,J5~t>J-iYY 
~Create a nationatmf9.rJIJ:~B9B.~4.~9~tion-.. tenter for children's books and literacy, 

accessible to the general"public~~ . 

~Create a united force to identify and confront challenges to literacy and book access for 
children. 
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;1 ,('i· . . :: . E READ BOOKS TO FIND OUT WHO WE ARE. WHAT OTHER PEOPLE, 
1::,\ ,1!\\ ~:· 

t'; 1, ~~· \. t• 
•. :. 1;; (;;: ,f REAL OR IMAGINARY, DO AND THINK AND FEEL ... IS AN 
~~ .. .. ~Y Y-"· , .. :: 
... .,. ~,~ ... ~.'.: 
~;; ESSENTIAL ·GUIDE TO OUR UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT WE 

OURSELVES ARE AND MAY BECOME ... A PERSON WHO HAD NEVER LISTENED TO 

NOR READ A TALE OR MYTH OR PARABLE OR STORY, WOULD REMAIN IGNORANT 

OF HIS OWN EMOTIONAL AND SPIRITUAL HEIGHTS AND DEPTHS, WOULD NOT 

KNOW QUITE FULLY WHAT IT IS TO BE HUMAN ... THERE HAVE BEEN SOCIETIES 

THAT DID NOT USE THE WHEEL, BUT THERE HAVE BEEN NO SOCIETIES THAT DID 

NOT TELL STORIES. 

- URSULA K. LEGUIN 
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How WE WILL Do IT 
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The National Children's Book And Literacy Alliance i$"'¢9rnwitted to making issues 
relating to children, reading, and books an ongoing P4.:Ii.{J.f..g}.ir national agenda. 
Literacy is about more than the ability to read. It is ab_oµth~ving sufficient learning 

., .·· '·•· .·.: :i 

skills to grow and adapt .in the ever more demanding-'w9'r~'~nvironment. It is about 
creativity and problem solving. It is about giving chil~-r~n~We ability t~ dream beyond 
their circumstances, however limited they may be, ajld.}Vofk toward a purposeful life. 

;;Jii~~r 
LITERACY THROUGH LITERATURE:· NATIONAL CJ\MPAJGN 

. ;~·>: l·.:\·.,: 
The Alliance will mount a national campaign to rai~~. ~-1'Y~reness that literacy and 
books need to be promoted equally to children anq pa'r_~n_ts in order to get and keep 
children reading. The campaign, most importantly;.·wifriecommend specific measures 
and actions which parents, extended family, educ~t9#>·¥.td all professional and com­
munity members can use to ensure childhood lite{~gy) with the conviction that if we 

I · .. •··. '· .,, - ' 

take care of childhood illiteracy, we take care of agv,JfHUteracy . 
. ::~~~:?:~i~-~"\: 

The campaign will educate the public about the grq\y:fug challenges which must be 
addressed - issues such as early childhood readmg·r~~:~Tpess; parent and teacher edu­
cation; library funding and teen literacy outreach:}.;~'.:'.'.~>~~: .. _ 

.;\:·~ ... :1~:-.::·:~.:~ ~~'. ~ :·:.'·~~-·.: ':. , 
The Alliance will reach out using every form of p\IJfli(gcc~~S; .ljµ:ough editorial com-
munication and public service advertising in·magaz!ri~~·and.printw~4i~--for$ildren 
and parents, informational radio programming, public -s·eriiice··~pots:~.¥.lf!: .. i~Jevision 
programming, we will educate and inform the public about issues related to children, 
reading, and books, and we will design and recommend action to be take~ by individ­
uals and organizations to address these important issues. 

LITERACY THROUGH LITERATURE: NATIONAL EDUCATION WORKSHOPS PROGRAM 

The Alliance will create and sponsor a series of interactive workshops which will give 
specific training to individuals and organizations that have an impact on children and 
their families. The workshops will be held at various locations, both urban and rural, 
and will focus on central issues related to getting and keeping children reading, and 
connecting children and families to books. 

The first in the NCBLA series of LITERACY THROUGH LITERATURE workshops will be 
Connections: History, Social Studies, and the World of Children's Books. This workshop will 
give parents, elementary and secondary teachers, and teacher educators information 
on children's books. These will include both fiction and non-fiction, and will highlight 



CANNOT LIVE WITHOUT BOOKS. 

- THOMAS JEFFERSON 
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a wide selection of books which can be used in the classroom and.:at home to encour-
age reading and provide additional information a11~··~Kjoym~nt~tti"'.} child's exploration 

f hi d • 1 d • I ; 7 l ·:i\::£':..._! o story an socia stu ies. .~~.t.1 ,.;::·r.~c:~·. 
')·>:~=1'

1 

\~~.:~~1~~~~f 
Professional educator~ anq ~?vative cl~ssroo,~~tr~~~h~f~:.·~i¥i,~!,~t,~r~.~~xperience 
and knowledge, offering specific suggestions,, r~~ources~:ani:l-.filrtl~fil~~:to connect 
children.and books to the world o~ history ar}~/~ci~l studi~~· Parti'Gtt.1¥1~ts i~ the work­
shops will also ha:e the opportum~ to m~~V:V.question, an1 interact ~~~{hildren's 
book authors and illustrators, and info~.fttWn on supplemental publ~~JiP..pry support 

·11 b d u bl ..... ·j I \, .... ·.,; .. ··1 wi e ma e ava a e. .·-).~;! : '?:.~':;·~·-~~:' 
. .~ ... •rJ I ~,:· ·, .. ,+~ 

Future Literacy Through Literature wof~hops topics will1include: earl:#fWt!ihood 
r~adin.g readin~ss an~ literatur7 e~J!~~gg~ designed for p+diatricians ari~;:~~R~\a-1 ser­
vices; informah~n~l l~teracy and'•.Iiterqn!f~E\~orkshops for 1e~ementary an9··.~~~~RJ~da~ 
teachers of ~11 disciplines; wor~shops to: booksellers-to-assist_tb.~~~~~~~~-~ve 
books to children and parents; informational workshops for parents to give them tli:e 
tools to identify and address prob~ems their children have in learning to read; work- . 
shops for adults who work with children in crisis to help them use books effectively. 
Videotapes of the workshops will be available for schools and organizations across the 
United States. 

NCBLA WORLD WIDE WEB SITE 

The National Children's Book And Literacy Alliance is in the process of creating a chil­
dren's literacy and literature Internet site that will promote public education concern­
ing issues, actions, and programs related to children's books and reading. The 
information center will list all literacy organizations and other organizations related to 
children and books, with descriptions of their mission statements and services, along 
with suggestions on how best to contact them. The web site will be a clearinghouse for 
information giving parents, teachers, youth advocates, civic leaders, medical and social 
service workers, business leaders, and community volunteers specific practical infor­
mation on how to get and keep children reading. It will maintain an updated, state by 
sta~e national monthly calendar which will list any happenings related to children, 
book5; and literacy. It will provide instructional materials for everyone involved with 
children,and will offer an online magazine, with feature articles highlighting children's 
book and literacy organizations, community efforts, business literacy projects, educa­
tional initiatives, government programs, and medical programs which effectively pro­
mote literacy and connect children and books. 

.. ------ .. ~!l 
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HE JOURNEY OF A LIFETIME BEGINS WITH THE TURN OF A PAGE. 
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<qfbyline>By Hillary Rodham Clinton(MC) 

<WS>W<gfsmcap>ASHINGTON(MC] 
<gfdt>T[MC]he historic balanced 

budget bill that the 
President is set to 
sign today off e~s hope 
that·as many as five 
million uninsured 
boys and girls w!ll receive the health 
care they need, froro checkups to 
antibiotics to complicated surgery. 
As the largest expansion in chil-
dren 1 s health coverage since Medic­
aid1s creation 30 years ago, the bi­
partisan legislation could move the 
United states closer to shedding its 
status ·as the only Western industrial­
ized nation that does not provide 
basic health benefits to all children. 

en as we celebrate this 
ress, we should recognize that 

sage of a bill, no matter how 
historic, does not guarantee success. 
Whether this leg-islation fulfills its 
promise depends on how hard we are 
willing to work in the months ahead. 

Finding unin~ured children who 
are scattered ac~oss the country, and 
then insuring them, will not be easy. 
As successful as Medicaid has been, 
an estimated. thre.e million eligible 
children are still not enrolled, be­
cause their pare·rits don't know about 
the program, are unclear about 
whether they qualify, are reluctant 
to accept --government•• help or are 
confused by complex eliqibility rules. 

Millions of other uninsured chil­
dren have working parents who are 
employed by busi~esses that don't 
provide health insurance or who are 
low-waqe workers unable to afford 
their share of insurance premiums. 
Still other$ lose coverage when their 
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parents lose jobs. 
For this new bill to fulfill its prom­

ise, states first have to agree to par­
ticipate and build on successful ef­
forts that many have already made. 
While $24 billion in Federal aid over 
five years should be a siqnificant 
incentive, dollars alone may not in-
duce participati~n across the board. 
That's why our most urgent task is to 
educate citizens, especially parents, 
about what is at stake, and to encour­
aqe state officials to join the pro-
qram and assure adequate benefits 
for all children. 

Meeting this challenge will require 
a joint effort involving the Federal 
Government, stat~s, localities, advo­
cacy groups, foundations, health 
care providers, insurers and busi­
nesses - all of whom will have to 

to inform fqmilies about insur­
options for their children. 

he Federal Department of Health 
and Human services, for example, 
will offer guidance to state officials 
by helping to interpret key portions 
of the law and p~ovide technical as­
sistance to states with little or no 
experience in children's health pro~ 
qrams. 

Health care providers and insur­
ers, who-will benefit from a popula­
tion of newly covered patients, can 
play a pivotal role in designing high­
quality health pl1ans and enrolling · 
uninsured children who come to the 
hospital or emergency room for 
care. 

Finally, states will have to meet 
the law's requirement that new dol­
lars not·be used to replace or sup­
plant existing coverage. Otherwise, 
the legislation could have the per­
verse effect of reducing current pub~ 
lie and private commitments to chil­
drot:111"\' s heal th • 

. uckily, many states have already 

N0.900 P.2/3 
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taken the lead ~:~1 enrollinq children in 
health plans. F~; rida works through 
schools to educa1 e parents about 
signing up. Pen,fylvania has adopt-
ed outreach ef f 9rts that help eligible 
families find t~: program best suited 
to their needs. I; innesota has chosen 
to use Federal d. llars to expand its 
successful Medi~: id program. 

Parents will\:. ave the most signifi­
cant .role of all:-:r They will have to 
learn about the !;:programs, demand 
quality benefit.i[t>ackages, enroll their 
cbildren if the~ 1 t are eligible, and take 
advantage of th~ 1 services provided. 

While this ~:w will not fully 
achieve the univ'rsal coverage that I 
believe is in tli nation's best inter­
est, Americans ~:ould be proud that 
our Government h s made another 
down payment on i! he President's 

,. of providirl: · heal th insurance 
all citizen~j 

In the last ~~ree years we have 
also taken otheJ:j; tsteps to bring better 
health care to ~~e nation's young 
people, from pa~~aqe of the Kasse­
baum-Kennedy bil:1~ to the President's 
successful eff o~.: s to increase immu­
nizations, prot~· t Medicaid, restrict 
tobacco adverti~:, q and sales to mi­
nors, extend hos;· ,ital stays for moth­
ers and their ne:, orns, and expand 
financinq for n~. ition and education 
programs·for poo; and their 
chi-ldren. 

Now we have ai·, hance to build on 
these achievemen~ in the most pro­
found way yet; b~ 9ivin9 millions of 
children access ~ the health care 
they deserve and:i i y offerinq them 
qenuine hope for!i, · healthy future. 
It's an opportun~ y we can't afford to 
miss. <ws> (OBX] !: .! 

(END) 
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Pl National Security Classified Information l(a)(I) of the PRAI 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office l(a)(2) of the PRAI 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute l(a)(3) of the PRAJ 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information l(a)(4) of the PRAJ 
PS Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors Ja)(S) of the PRAJ 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy J(a)(6) of the PRAJ 

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 
of gift. 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3). 

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request. 

Freedom of Information Act - 15 U.S.C. 552(b)I 

b(I) National security classified information J(b)(I) of the FOIAJ 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency J(b)(2) of the FOIAJ 
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute J(b)(3) of the FOIAJ 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information J(b)(4) of the FOIAJ 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy l(b)(6) of the FOIAJ 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes J(b)(7) of the FOIAJ 
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions l(b)(8) of the FOIAJ 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells l(b)(9) of the FOIAJ 


