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FACT SHEET - KAZAKHSTAN

U.S.-Kazakhstan Relations

The United States became the first country to recognize the
Republic of Kazakhstan on December 25, 1991. In January
1992, the United States opened its embassy in Kazakhstan's
capital, Almaty. Since then, the United States and
Kazakhstan have developed close political, security,
economic and commercial relations. The U.S. ambassador to
Kazakhstan is A. Elizabeth Jones, who assumed the post in
October 1995. Cooperation in support of the
nonproliferation of weapons of mass destruction has formed
the cornerstone of U.S.-Kazakhstani relations since
Kazakhstan's independence. In 1994, the U.S. transported
600 kilograms of weapons-grade uranium from Kazakhstan to
safe storage in the U.S. The United States 1is providing
over 170 million dollars in assistance to Kazakhstan under
the cooperative threat reduction “Nunn-Lugar” program.

U.S.-Kazakhstani security relations have also grown closer
since Kazakhstan's independence. In 1996, the U.S.
government provided six coastal patrol boats to Kazakhstan
to enhance the country's ability to strengthen its export
control activities on the Caspian Sea coastline. The U.S.
has alsc provided assistance and support for the Central
Asian peacekeeping battalion (see Military Issues, below).

As of October 1997, the U.S. has provided over USD 250
million in technical assistance under the Freedom Support
Act to support economic reform and the development of a
democratic society in Kazakhstan. U.S. companies have
invested more than USD 1.5 billion in the development of
Kazakhstan's economy, primarily in the oil, gas, and power
generation sectors. U.S. foreign direct investment (FDI) 1in
Kazakhstan accounts for Approximately 45 percent of all FDI
into the country.

Kazakhstani President Nursultan Nazarbayev made his first
official visit to Washington, D.C. in May 1992. Secretary
of State Warren Christopher and Vice President Albert Gore
visited Kazakhstan on separate trips in 1993. Since 1994,
the U.S.-Kazakhstan Joint Commission has met annually. The
Joint Commission 1s co-chaired by President Nazarbayev and
Vice President Gore, and addresses the full scope of U.S.-
Kazakhstani relations in 1its meetings.



The government of Kazakhstan officially marked the transfer
of the country's capital from Almaty to Akmola with an
opening ceremony in Akmola on October 24, 1997.

Humanitarian assistance

Since 1992, the United States has provided over USD 130
million in humanitarian aid to Kazakhstan. In 1996, the
United States donated surplus snow removal eguipment,
electrical generators for children's hospitals, food,
clothing, and medicine and medical supplies to the
government and the private sector. In addition, the United
States, principally through USAID technical assistance
programs, works closely with the government and the NGO
community on public health issues, including vaccination
programs, family planning, pre- and post-natal health and
nutrition projects, And programs to combat infectious
respiratory and diarrheal diseases. The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention also have an active program in
Kazakhstan, working with the Ministry of Health to fight
hepatitis, cholera, and diphtheria, and to control the
rising tuberculosis rate.

Economic Assistance

Assistance to support the transition to a market economy
USAID technical assistance and training programs have been
central to the U.S. government's efforts to assist
Kazakhstan's economic transition. In 1996 and 1997, the
United States assisted in the preparation of Kazakhstan's
application to join the World Trade Organization (WTO), and
helped the government to create and regulate a stock market.
It has provided consulting and training programs for tax
system reform, adoption of international accounting
standards, private sector development, health sector reform,
banking, and telecommunications. With U.S. government
support, the Central Asian-American Fund provided over USD
18 million in loans and support for small and medium sized
private enterprises in Kazakhstan. The Peace Corps 1is
active in Kazakhstan. As of October 1997, there were 84
volunteers working in almost every region of the country,
primarily in English teaching, environmental, and small
business development programs. '

Assistance to support the transition to democracy

The U.S. supports the development of non-governmental

organizations (NGO's) in Kazakhstan. Dozens of grants have
been provided by USAID-funded organizations to promote NGO
development, including a number of NGO's that are promoting



independent media and legal reform. As of the end of FY
1996, more than 300 local NGO's had participated in USAID-
funded training. In addition to this work, the Embassy's
Democracy Commission managed by USIA awards grants annually
to local applicants for democracy-building programs. The
U.S. government also supports anti-crime, anti-corruption,
and counter-narcotics efforts in Kazakhstan. The State
Department's Office of International Criminal Justice
coordinates programs among thirteen federal agencies,
including the Department of Justice (DOJ), the Federal
Bureau of Investigations (FBI), And the Drug Enforcement
Agency (DEA), to provide training and technical assistance
programs to the Kazakhstani government.

Bilateral Economic Relations

The United States seeks to promote economic reforms in
Kazakhstan by encouraging trade and investment by U.S.
companies. A trade agreement between the U.S. and
Kazakhstan, which came into effect in February 1993,
provides for reciprocal Most-Favored-Nation Treatment and
creates opportunities for U.S. and Kazakhstani business.

The agreement facilitates trade by allowing the free
operation of commercial representatives in each country, and
offers strong protection of intellectual property rights
(although enforcement continues to be a problem). A
Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT), which was signed in May
1992 and entered into force in January 1994, provides legal
protection and assurances for U.S. investors, including
treatment at least as favorable as that given to domestic
enterprises -- guarantees of unrestricted transfer, non-
performance requirements, and full access to binding
arbltration in case of disputes With the host government.

In October 1993, Kazakhstan signed a treaty with the U.S. on
the avoildance of double taxation. This treaty went into
force as of January 1996.

Kazakhstan is subject to Jackson-Vanik trade restrictions.
However, in 1997, as in years past, Kazakhstan has been
granted a waiver and enjoys Most Favored Nation (MFN) status
with the United States. The Clinton administration will
review Kazakhstan's Jackson-Vanik compliance in the fall

of 1997 as a first step toward removing Jackson-Vanik
restrictions and giving Kazakhstan unconditional MFN status
with the U.S.

Military Issues

Since independence, Kazakhstan has accepted all the relevant
arms control obligations of the former Soviet Union. On May



23, 1992, the United States signed the Lisbon Protocol to
the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) with the nuclear
successor states of the former USSR -- Kazakhstan, Russia,
Belarus, and Ukraine -- committing all four to reductions in
strategic nuclear weapons. Kazakhstan ratified the Start
Agreement on July 2, 1992. 1In December 1993, Kazakhstan
ratified the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) as a
non-nuclear weapons state. In April 1995, Kazakhstan
returned the last nuclear Warhead on its territory to
Russia.

On December 13, 1993, the U.S. and Kazakhstan signed an
umbrella agreement that provides the legal framework for the
provision of Cooperative Threat Reduction (Nunn-Lugar) funds
for the safe And secure dismantlement (SSD) of nuclear
weapons. The U.S. committed $104 million to assist
Kazakhstan in eliminating START-limited systems and weapons
of mass destruction (WMD) infrastructure, including silo
launchers, heavy bombers, and liquid rocket fuel storage.
The U.S. also committed $35 million to enhance the security,
control, accounting and centralization of nuclear weapons
and fissile materials. An additional $33 million was spent
to encourage military reductions and reforms through defense
conversion projects, to provide support for projects for
former Kazakhstani weapons scientists through the
International Science and Technology Center and to fund
defense and military contacts.

On June 5, 1992, Kazakhstan and seven other NIS countries
signed the conventional armed forces in Europe (CFE) treaty,
which establishes limits on categories of tanks, artillery,
armored combat vehicles, combat aircraft, and combat
helicopters and provides for the destruction of weaponry in
excess of these limits. On July 2, 1992, Kazakhstan
ratified the CFE agreement. In May 1997, Kazakhstan
ratified the CFE Flank Agreement.

Kazakhstan opposes proliferation of nuclear, biological, or
chemical weapons or related technologies. It maintains a
defensive military force of about 60,000. The military is
committed to reform and improving the quality of life of its
soldiers. Kazakhstan has an all-conscript army, but would
like to move toward a volunteer army. Kazakhstan is an
active member of NATO's Partnership for Peace. In 19906,
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and the Kyrgyz republic established
a Central Asian Peacekeeping Battalion (Centrasbat).

In September 1997, Centrasbat hosted a military exercise in
the spirit of the Partnership for Peace in Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan. Troops from The United States, Russia, Turkey,
Latvia, Georgia, and Centrasbat participated.



Political Conditions

Kazakhstan declared its independence from the former Soviet
Union on December 16, 1991. In the December 1991
presidential elections, President Nursultan Nazarbayev ran
unopposed and received 98% of the vote.

The 1995 constitution concentrates power in the presidency.
President Nazarbayev is the dominant Political figure. The
constitution, adopted by a referendum marred by
irregularities, permits the president to legislate by decree
and dominate the legislature and judiciary; it cannot be
changed or amended without the president's consent.
Presidential elections originally scheduled for 1996 did not
take place, as president Nazarbayev's term in office was
extended to 2000 in a separate 1995 referendum, also marred
by irregularities.

Kazakhstan's bicameral parliament was elected in December
1995. Under the Constitution, the Parliament's powers are
limited. It cannot initiate changes in the Constitution or
exercise oversight of the executive branch. While the
president has broad powers to dissolve the parliament,
parliament can remove the president only with the consent of
the Constitutional Council, which is largely controlled by
the president. However, members of parliament do have

the right to introduce legislation. During parliament's
first full session, nineteen bills were drafted by deputies
for consideration.

There are many small political parties. Most parties are
weak, and with the exception of the Communist Party and some
of the ethnic-based political movements, have little
influence outside of the capital. Most opposition party
members decided not to participate in the December 1995
elections and are therefore not represented in the
parliament.

The Jjudiciary is under the control of the president and the
executive branch. The judicial system is being restructured
to bring it into line with the Constitution. The lack of an
independent judiciary makes it difficult to root out
corruption.

The government generally respects the human rights of its
citizens, including the basic rights of freedom of religion,
speech, and assembly. The Constitution provides for
peaceful assembly and association, but there are significant



restrictions. Prior approval of local authorities is
required to hold a demonstration. Organizations that
conduct public meetings must register with the government.
Organizers of unsanctioned demonstrations have been arrested
and fined or impriscned, and members of independent trade
unions have been harassed.

Independent media is tolerated, although the media practices
self-censorship and the government maintains control of most
printing facilities.

Kazakhstan's population of about 16 million consists of 45
percent Kazakhs and 35 percent ethnic Slavs, with many other
ethnic groups represented. The government discriminates in
favor of ethnic Kazakhs in government employment, where
ethnic Kazakhs predominate, as well as in education,
housing, and other areas. Most of the population speaks
Russian; only about half of ethnic Kazakhs speak Kazakh
fluently. According to the constitution, the Kazakh
language is the State language; the Russian language 1is
officially used on a basis equal with that of the Kazakh
language in organizations and bodies of local self-
administration.

Foreign relations

Kazakhstan has good relations with all of its neighbors. It
joined the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) in
December 1991. Kazakhstan is a strong proponent of dialogue
and cooperation among CIS states. It supports regional and
international efforts to resolve peacefully the conflicts in
Tajikistan and Afghanistan.

Kazakhstan joined the organization on Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) in January 1992 and the United
Nations and the North Atlantic Cooperation Council in March
1982. It is also an active participant in NATO's
Partnership for Peace. Kazakhstan is committed to observing
international legal obligations and human rights commitments
under the OSCE.

Kazakhstan is also developing ties to its Asian neighbors.
In 1992, Kazakhstan announced the establishment of a
Conference on Interaction and Confidence-Building Measures
in Asia (CICA} to promote regional stability. The
organization is still in its infancy.

Economic Outlook




Kazakhstan is completing the initial phase of its transition

to a free market economy. Inflation in 1997 was less than
two percent per month, a substantial improvement over
earlier years. The National Bank of Kazakhstan allows the
national currency, the tenge, to float. The tenge 1is

fully convertible with the U.S. dollar.

The transition costs to a market economy have been high.
One of the problems hobbling Kazakhstan's economic recovery
is the debt burden between enterprises, estimated at well
over one billion dollars. The arrearages problem 1is
particularly acute in the energy sector, with many private
and commercial customers unable to pay for supplies.

Another difficulty for the government is paying pensions for
retirees. As of June 1997, government pension arrearages
amounted to approximately USD 500 million; annual government
pension payments total slightly more than $1 billion. In
April 1997, President Nazarbayev ordered his government to
begin paying all pensions on time as of July 1, 1987 and to
pay all pension arrears by December 31, 1997. The
government, with assistance from USAID, is drafting
legislation to replace the government pension program with a
private pension system. Kazakhstan expects to begin phasing
in the private pension program on January 1, 1998.

While official unemployment figures are low, hidden
unemployment is estimated at 30 percent. The steep decline
in production that plagued Kazakhstan since independence
bottomed out in 1996, when GDP showed its first modest
increase. GDP 1s expected to grow by two percent in 1997.

Natural resource sectors dominate the Kazakhstani economy.
Kazakhstan has proven reserves of 15.5 billion barrels of
01l and estimated reserves of three to six trillion cubic
meters of natural gas. ©0il production increased during
1996, reaching its 1993 level of 23.5 million tons per year.
Production in 1997 is expected to increase to 27 million
tons. Natural gas production also increased in 1996, to 6.4
billion cubic meters, climbing more than eight percent over
1995 levels.

Privatization continued at a rapid pace in 1997. Although
the government of Kazakhstan remains an eguity partner in a
wide variety of businesses, state-held shares in hundreds of
enterprises have been reduced or eliminated. As of June
1997, the bulk of the petroleum sector was privatized.

Rapid privatization has also occurred in Kazakhstan's
electric power sector. More than half of Kazakhstan's



generating plants were sold to private investors between
early 1996 and June of 1997.

Kazakhstan has run a trade deficit since 1992. In 1996, the
current account deficit amounted to USD 845 million (roughly
four percent of GDP) and the trade deficit was USD 397
million. In the near term the trade balance will likely
remain negative, because Kazakhstan's ambitious investment
program will require substantial capital goods, and demand
for imported consumer goods will likely increase. As of the
first quarter of 1997, net international reserves of the
National Bank of Kazakhstan were slightly above one billion
dollars, sufficient for three months worth of imports.
Kazakhstan has been successful in attracting foreign direct
investment, which amounted to USD 863 million in 1996.

Kazakhstan's geographical position - landlocked in the
center of Eurasia -- makes it dependent on its neighbors'
transport links to get its goods to world markets.
Kazakhstan's railroad system links it to Europe via Russia,
to the Persian Gulf via Iran, and to the Pacific Rim via

China. In May 1994, Kazakhstan signed an agreement with
China, Pakistan and the Kyrgyz Republic to upgrade a road
network cver the Karakarom Mountain Range to Pakistan. The

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 1is
financing the improvement of the port at Aktau, on the
Caspian Sea. Regular air flights connect Kazakhstan with

Europe and some Asian countries. In 1996, four major
European carriers -- Lufthansa, KLM, Austrian Airlines and
Turkish Airlines -- had non-stop flights to Almaty, and by

June 1997 Kazakhstan had signed flight agreements with
Malaysia and Singapore, although flights had not yet begun.
Kazakhstan's government-run railroads are in very weak
financial condition. The three state railroad companies
merged in January 1997.

Kazakhstan has a developed road network connecting all its
major cities. However, lack of funds since 1991 has left
most routes poorly maintained. The World Bank, Asian
Development Bank and Islamic Development Bank are jointly
funding a USD 284 million highway rehabilitation project
connecting Almaty with the future capital city of Akmola.

Environmental Issues

Kazakhstan has suffered disproportionately among former
Soviet republics from the shrinking of the Aral Sea and from
serving as the testing ground for the Soviet Union's nuclear
programs. Kazakhstan has identified two major ecological



disaster zones -- the Aral Sea and the Semipalatinsk nuclear
testing facility -- and is actively pursuing compensation
and rehabilitation for victims living in these areas.
Kazakhstan wants to work with the international community on
environmental issues and has participated in conferences on
regional environmental problems, including those concerning
the Aral Sea. The USD 22 million U.S.-led initiative for
the region is helping alleviate the environmental effects of
desiccation of the Aral Sea basin, provide potable water for
area residents, and facilitate regional cooperation through
multilateral water-sharing and resource management projects.
The Kazakhstani parliament became more vocal in 1997 about
the necessity for environmental clean-up in its disaster
zones and in the area around the Baykonur Space-Launch
facility.



KZZAaKHSTAN: MRBIN ISSUES IN BILATER2L RELATIQONS

U.5. [i=s with Kazakihstan neve proadened and despensd since
2arly, post-indepsndence focus on non-proliferaztion Kazakhstan
became & non-nuclsar weapons stzts in 1995, but other issuss of
vigal U.S. interest - access To energy resscurces, a stable
investment climate, economlc reiorm and democratic development -
flesh outft 2z meturing ralztionship
Energy issues. The ccre U, inter
now 1S Lhe cesvelooment and world
Kazzkn 1 znz 5 wWorls
znd 15 one QI the
WO acre=s cn tns
mul Kezakhstani o
mar s Toith <depenasncy
nei e flow 0L ener

—ural d “igency. The

(S d whizh do not

D vViaew and we

azakhs in 1is export

U.S. investment. romoting Kazaknhst
independences are critical tTo U.S%. an
enargy rssources. The Kazekhstanis,
greatesr Iorelgn 1nvestmentT and access €
De key to d loving the resourcses that
growth, and colitical stability
resulted ous U.3. investment
and Kazea i Co note
invastmaent 1n y Amerilican
governmenit views this investiment as evi
commiimant to 1t and an important ccunt
a “ifougn nelghborhood” that includes Ru
Reform imperative. he U.3. has stres

- O
M W

in foreign investmen raguirse mor
orivatization, control over pervasive C
economlc reform, all areas in which the
assistance. Kazakhstan is on the right
implementation of concrets measuras in
custioms processing, transparency in the
strzamlined registration of businesssas,
VAT and customs duties

M Q- cfr -

n

M

O

v oand
ess to iis
, anize that

Western tecnnology will
fuel =conomic and sccizl

This svmblcsis heas
an estimated $L billion)
nat soms 40% of forsign

The Kazalkhstani
ence of a long term U.S.
rpealancs to what 17 C=rms
sia, Chine, and Iran
d that gresatsr incrsases
transoarency in
rruption and further
J.S. provides fechnical
track but will reqgulire
uch areas as improved
tendering process,
and correcting distorted
1s no longer a nuclear
remain as & mejor Iocus
fulfilled its obligations



N
M
o

S
\J

oy @
30
= O
1 @
[

0]
N
18}
1
9D]

M
o)
e

1

£
3 1
N ()
[ SR
M -
} S O
oW
S
4 W A
(GRS ARV
QO ol
s O
o )G

A4

e
=i
O
[{§]
-

M

oens

We s

«

a

Democratization and human rights.

ey

Q
1|

arnment

O -\I-

~
=

r2302CTs

a

1}
5.1
14
[OF

S

Q
N
o

U
O

£

<
\¥]

a -

=t

[(\I

e

4

3

n

(Al

iy

@

4]
-
aQ
S
()

]

i)

)

e

e

A

Defense cooperation.

Q

S



Increasingly strong a is politicelily
staple, but with pclitical power concentrated neavily 1n ths
oresidency. Prasident Nursultan Nazarbavev, who was tThe nhead of
the Communist Party in Kazakhstzn prior o independencs, has bee
the nation’s onlyv leader since the break-up of the Soviet Union
1n 1991 ke strencgthensd nis political grip in 1895 when he
dissolved the parliament and stage-managed Two Soviet-stvie
referenda, Doth marred by sarious lrreguleri s The first
approved a new constitution that increzsad power oI the
p}ésiﬂency at the sxpense of the lsgislatu The second
exiended his tarm in oifice untill thes vear

Weak Parliament. QOtnhsr ocoliticzl instifutlicons in Xz

wsak and uniocussd The pariiament 1S nNOL & S&rious

hes taken only a fsw fentative sieps Tto lnsert 1tsel

on issuss of national import in 18%5, Ifor exeample, CwWic
challanced government effports ToO raise the retirement age, but
tltimataelyv backsd off in the Zace of NazZerpavev's threat o
dissolve parliament The variiamenti has alsc debated the
oropriety of signing new leasss with Russla Ior use o0 militery
fCest ranges on Kazakhstanl fterritory. The deputies zare
regnonding to resal public concerns over the catastroohic
snvircnmental damages caused py testing 1in the past Last
session, parliamentary depurtiszs initiated ninetszen pisces of
lecislation; however, parilament is primarily a reachive body

To be & truly effective counterwesight, the deputiss nzed to tzls
rhe initiative, for sxamcle, throucgh introduction of mors
legisilation and the holding of vudlic h=arings

Weak judiciary. The judicial svstem is, 1I anyining, even
waeaker. Judges are appointad by the executlve pranch, beholden
to it, woeiullv underpaid, and susceptible to corrupticn. Thers
i3 no tradition ¢f judicial indepsndsncs

opposition is di sorgﬂnlzed un
leaders are not co-opted by the go
narassment. The largest organized movement

1s limited almost esxclusively o pensioners. The opposition has
a numper of significant pocketbook 1ssues on which to score the
government Zconomic dislocations are rsal: 1in some localities
wages have not been paid for months and pension arresarages ares &
nationwide problem 3ut the demonstirations Th2 OpDOSiTLON NES
besn able to muster have been relatively smell. Leadsrs ot

ratic o Si n grou are widelwv seen as membesrs of the

AXY

~
N

5 5
d to working class con

-
o B G )}
O
rt O

democ:
e

=
0
o]
=0
v O

=
(
i_

L 0O

p=
3
ct

-

ni

O
o)
5

!
0




"y
fu
I~
o8]
o
6]
e
ol
o
'_‘
[o}]
f_
-
o]
[
-
@]
[§3]
O
)
b3
o
f
b
(]

Social indicators.

9]
wn
ctr O

o0
(D
[
®
0
t
O .
=h
)t
(L
o]
t W
by~
o8]
o
N
wn
-
0

-

I
-
=1
1
3
=
N .
(D
= N
3o~

declining, compars izvorably with
1985, 1life expectancy was 955 wvears, adulit literzacy was 88
cercent, and The infant mortality ratse was 40/1000 Razakhs
opulati lined by almest 1 million since independen
e e mortality, falling biritn rat and
£ i C:

U
O D =
s

)
TS
")
]
)
b3
S

Rus Wwho ceive ' ng e
oclal tension petwesn =2thnic Russians,
on the oufts, and =2thnic Kazakns, now
scendancy 1n Tesrms oI iniluence and acc
S an iLncresasingly se issus

~

Declining social spending. The decav ci Kazakhstan’'s socizal
infrastructurs has worsensd considerzbly since 19891, as the
government cra racduced spending on =zducaticn and hes
cers The covearnment recognizes thnat detericrating socral
conditions must De addressed; hence 1i{s hasts to cesvelop the
snergy resources that will provide badly nessded revenues

Future prospects. Beczuse govarnmenti ra2venusas
grow significantly beZors the Lturn of the cent
civelines coms on lin living andards zre 1
s ' ' 2 Revenuss Ifrom zan
rIV ear completed an mee
[

U O

RO I O/ G I N
73
m
— ~
1))
OO (r

11 per 1S ¢ willl be whitc away
ervasive COrrupiticon What social services there are
ncreasingly be proviced by private entitles, but srincg
Those who can aliford To pav ftor tham The ksv for the
will be how 1L copes with any social unrest generated Dy 1nc
insgualities In i long term, pucvad Dy increassad o0il and
ravenues, & mors dvnamic private sactor, and a commitment v
covernment to address social concerns, Eezakhsizan could make

ss Toward a democratic, fres-market socisty

}—

{

jny




dependent upcn =i
2Ss W £2S agricu
vears immediatelw
Trade disloczticn
~ —- o —— . -
GDP and industria
hetween 150 and
wWwere 1in machins 2
incduscry, and agr
dramacically, oz

Turssz, inc

387, tTnesss=

Thls success Cz
Minlster Xazzahegse
osZsnsikcly for n=
Selgimpavev, who
P, LSi i
o) [

Privatization.
commiiment to m

=

O
0

implementzaiion
not besan as succe
crivate nands, pr
large-scale enter
rrivatization to
enterprises and o
moderately succes
the snergy sector
Fowever, eifiorts
larger firms [and
underminad £he pr
that plagues Xaz=z
ected” rn

(@]
O
s
I
@]
ot
1
0]

:}‘ [

)

completed by the
governmant may un

Trzcticn an
lturel orod
following
5 causac by
I ouiput of
1985, The
uilding, cn

iculture

cing tne ¢o
ruding wage
2rrezrs eg

Mmoo

L o

ldin, wne

g2l reason

waS The nea
nom>.cC

Tthough the

O rt
|

WD

i

measures .
ssiul Whi
ivatization

i o

1~
®

Y 'O
m Q1 »

lit.

s

=0

t-1y
e

s

m

repare tham
stul, with
) having be
D

0
-0 <
=]
0]
=]
'_:.
]

1y
i
0. W
th
-3
I
L

v
3

o

-

Dro m and
end orf 12393
ermine the

«r

ANV
[3Y)

SV € IR
n

47

)

(IR

h Wn

(=

92}

"5

0]

w ot

D0

()
3

(B3

SR

s uncertailn

attrlbutad

o

[$1]

0
O

8]

(D

M ct

oy

W

s

b= io

[T

]

s
=

O

O

[

®
X

(m)

[¢))

Ur (2
oy O K

5 aQ o

N
oy
07]

ot

-t

X
O 0o

P
3 0
s

s
'

h ~

o8]

3 0K

e brs
al.d
dest

@
’_J

~

(@]
S
cr

3'0 wn
-

=
[§)]

3

.
SIS}

(b

[§¥]
(B3
D

13
jomd
[N

<

= O

Q

o'

g W

b for-
Q)]
= 1y

48}
[

b
ct~ O

)
jatl

4]

0
(o]
:
o8

O

(D

Q
U

rs

[
ot

j--
D

@]

<
(D
[
-
3
D

‘_J.
=
)._J.
i~
8]

fu

3

O
= O
= cr

)

wm wn

B 1)
ct

=
b= O
S

(D
= Ol

i
Bk

"
<
I

[8}]
=0T O

W0
0

| TR el
= (D

O O »n Qo

<*

9]
(@]
Y
(!)

®
by
e
=]

s

1
o RN

}-t-

81}

[
i

QO

9]

(1))

wn
@]

Y

|20 i W
@] 38
v

(D

]
ot

O

b L ~—

g

3
cr

't

-2 (3

O Hhy oy

O

s

o

r

1--

L]

[N

[}

| STl R Gl W Ll L TR
1

)

]

[p

B
o0 <

(@]

e

()

Q
s
()]

[{
(D

'O

vw'g Q

<

"y

3

fa
(@]

r

[SEIY

s

o

cr O W

D

O v

U0
=

<

8%}

3
't
[4)
L

B0
o]

jeie

QO

O
3
m

-

[-1

=

0.

O K
o

-t

¢

4]

o
H

-

r

(D -

9]

= 3
n
Tt

O N

p-t-

D

Oy
3
(D

@]

2.

s
+h (D

)

3

b= (b

foo

i

ot

(o8]

=

4V

'

n =
t— g

ts

)

faled=)
rie
ray
Toar
L2

r
[
3

jor.

)

m 0O W
t
b

RS )]

FET

b

5
!

-

By
(D
[}

(N

‘

44

!

i
()

)

(O

D
O

-t
4

M

9]
3

@)

]
(

fa-

[

fet

-
<A
o
>
B
<=

a Aan 0D
= °on
Yy o e w
TozZvVew
ZomZa

K
4

@]

%]

[

s
4

0

Ot

(D

4
{1

n

Ot (D

vy

J
®

3

=5

I— ()

=3

=

h

9]

[

—
@}

by fu by
- N C o

h

B

40

Qoo
30 -

ts

Iy

O

97}

9] 0 3
LoD Ot
N

r

<
RS R ()]

)

[\3)

(@]

V=
gy
cou

b

b
IR

iy

1)

81}

It

NI

R}

]

4

3

(h

T,
i

-y

D

(IR YN

i<

0

r
H

(0

~

T

{

)

o

(¢)]

Al

[N

r

(D

]

{

NS

}-1-



Foreign investment. XKazzkhstzan has
ss climate for foreign investo
vle guarantee Tzlr LCreztment &

- pusiness snvironment. 25 & re
soms $3.3 pbillion 1n foreign investim
imporcant oil and or - bv tn

c e

in practice Razakhstan’s in g
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Centrzl 2sia 1n the dromotflo: rotection of numa hts It

Trails neignboring XKrvgyzstan 1n actual practice, Ifor exampls, on

the holding of free zand fair slections It 1s c¢ertainly ahsad of
2d with Uzbakistan or Turkmesnistan on the
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Strong presidency. The Constitution of He

Dowar in the vresidency; President Nursult

dom! L politicel Ifigure The President,

cen her pe described as an absclute au Z C C

2f 2 system where cdissasnt wes unknown and 1s clearly not entirely

comfcrTable wilh The practicss of z2 modern democracy He 1is

ra2alistic enough ©o tolerats, however, the Lrappings oL

demacracy, &s w2ll as soms of 1fs glve and take, in order ©o

' est d political ceptance The
: 95 reifsrendum merrzd Dy
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regulzarities. Tnhe 18
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n tne president and Che 2
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cut pervasivs governmeni corruption. Judges reporited
boug%t and mav aven solicit bripes fTor favorable ruil
o] T s 13 appointment of new Just: M
could improve th2 sltuzation.
spected and committed te fighting
£s Lo restructure TChe Kazakhstan:
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Right to privacy. Thes govarnment sporadically infring
citizens' rights to orivacy K i ' it

suspected o Tapoln i a
some members ¢I the polifical opp

Media self-censorship. While the government generally tolerates
incdependent media, the media cractices sslf-censorship,
varticularly when reporting con Nazarbavew Freedom of assembly
is someitimes restricied; crganizations must apply for official
vermlits pricr Lo staging & dzmonstration (most are ¢granted) and
some orgenizers ©I unsanctliconsd demonstraticons have Desn arresitad
and fined or imprisonzsd Freedom Of associetion, wnile generallvy
resopeciad, 1g sometimes hindersd by complicabaca reg ticon
reqtlremeﬂts Ior organizations znd »oliticzal parfies

Discrimination against women and mlnorltles. The government
dlscriminates 1n favor of sthnic Kazakhs and against women, the
dlseblea and stnnic minorities. The government has triesed To
limit the iniluence of indepencent trade unions, both direscily
and through 1L3 support I0r state-sponsorsd unions, and
indepencdent tTrade unions hzave been harassed



Ethnic diversity. akhstan’s populzation of

COTnsS1s i ztely 45 percent ethnic Ka
ethnic ipally Russians), as w=2ll a
signit and 2sian minoritiss. In M
appear iczl r=zsons, ths govarnmen
ethnic unted for 51 perxcent oL the
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1995 pupiic e

Foundaiion currs

Letween Ka:z a orities re j
fzirlyv relaxad, wiith no axgectatlion of dramatic cnande.

Religious practice. Psrhaps morse so than 1ts Central Asian
neighbors, Kazaknstan accepftasd officizl Soviet athelstic
doctrine; religious pracitlce does no! 2 deep ro
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REZAK

o

STEN: EDUCATION SYSTEM AND ISSUZS

High literacy. ¥Kazakhstan has a highly educated pcpulzition and a
literacy rate of @7 percent z2s a result of the strongly
centralized systam of scducaition put in place by the former Soviet
Union. Strong in naturzl sciences and mathematics, the
curriculum 1s weak 1In Lns subjacts now necsssary L[or ths
education of & new generation faclng market reforms and a move

Sov academicians and tsachers wers
nig and were well compensatad Ior tCheir
WL inte thrze maln groups—ore-
sch 1 (that includea eismentzry Through
high Cion (thatf includec svervining from
LeC anced graduates worx). Schocls wers
el ally centrzlized, well organized and
wWwal
System deteriorating. Todzay, Che structuras
same, =ducation 1S nob adecuatal:s nded by the govarnment
Salaries for t=zchers and groizsscors are s=aldom paid, the
chysical plant of The schocls is deteriorating, and the
govarnmant 1s spending litils to no meoneyvy for matarials, oooks,
or curri logment. Parsnts are expected To Dav Ior DCooKS
znd mzte oubiiz elamantary and sscondary schools,
Czachsrs JCc noOt have a2CCsss o even Che most bDesic suooliss,
such 235 cnallk, ¢opv-machines and teaching matzrials.
ent spending. The avasrage sz2lzry Ol & secondary
ner 1s $40.00 p2r month, but in most schools salariess
s2n peld in menins or have bDeen pald in pertered goods,
o2s or glasswara. Ths provosed 18995 budgsi includes a
increese i1n spending for educatlon, but the percentags
el spent on educailon remalns &t about 5 nercent. The
C2zchers who contlnue to stay in gublic schools zars
nt age cor are peansioners wWho have returnad to wWork
and new curricula are basically unheard of givan
d incentive problems.
Universities. Thars cre 51 stabtes universities wilh 2 CO
255,000 students, and 20 privats universities with appro
12,500 sctudents. State universliles may nNow charge tuition in
order To support themselves. The new Minister of Zducaticn
cpenly supporcs ivate education. In nils former carsacitv as 2
Zepuly Drime minlster, nhe enccuraged reforms thzt allowed Ior the
reglscration of lvate 1lnstltuticns. This decres put oSrivats
insgiturions on ame ifooting a2s public institutions, and gave
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KAZRKHSTAN: WOMEN'S ISSUES
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Demographics of women. Kazakhstan has
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/! million, of which 8.8 million ar=s
milllion Kazakhstani women we
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r2 between 1 9 vears of age;
expected to rise to 5.1 millicon by 2015 Life
women 1s 70.4 vears and the fertility rats is 2.5
woman. The literacy rate for K khstani women in
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cal participation. There are no legzal restr
of women 1n politics The Constitut
cn the basis of sex, buf the persistea:
ttitudes mezans that few women hola ni
ros in pnolifical 1lite Thers 13 one 2 =% 3
4y, Zut no ifemale nrovincizl governors (Ekims) In
, 0oL 47 senats members, f[ive are wcmen; of &7 lower
nine ars women Razaknstan’s UN sarmenent
, Zkmaral Rrystanbekova, is & woman
Employment issues. EmploymentT OI wWomen 1s Crowing end 1n January
1295, women mads up 43 pesrcent of worksrs. The mejority of
Razakhstani women work in the educztion, health care, and
TusSinass sectors. Since 1ndspendencs, Mors2 women nave moved into
business In 1895, 30 percent of those involved 1n small
puUsSinessss wers women Theres is no legal discriminaticn against
vioman, bub women ars sericusly underreprasented in hign-levzl
oositions in statfe enterprises and over-representad in low paving
and some menlal 1cbs. Women seem Lo 2e mor2 susceptibls to labor
marleC changes than men In 1885, mors tnan 50 percsent oI ths
G2, 700 workers who reportsd to the government that they had lost
cheir jobs were women, many with higher or specizlized secondary
eZucation and more than Ten vears work experliencs Working women
zr2 2lso ressponsible for running the household znd child carse.
P , lebpi 5 ' tives nas glven wWomen more cholce
r
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Domestic violence. According to human rights groups, there is
ccnsiderable domestic viclence agalnst women. 2 local NGO, the
feminist League, estimates that hundreds of thousands of
Keazakhstanl women are the victims of spousal abuse Police are
often reluctant to intervene, considering 1t to be the familv's
pusiness, unless theyv belisve the abuse is life-fThreatening The
maximum sentence for wife beating 1s threse years, but fsw such
cases are prosacuted The government nhas nobt specifically
addressed the problem Law enforcement authorities reportsed
1,805 cases ¢f rape in 18%96. The punisnment Ifor rape can rangs
from four to fifteen vears Most cases of rape go unreporitad
Thers 1is very little coverage of rape in the press.



Women’s rights. There 15 some

sector tTo address women's righ

Center, Ifcr examplse, conducts

crovidess lzag ' /

informational pullatin, and conducits natl
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the Sccizl-Political Department of the Administraticn the
Prasident, lsd the Kazakhstan dslegation to the Fourth World
Conisrence on Women Ms. Sara Nazarbasva, Prsassident of ths
Republic’s “Bobek” foundation, ana wife ¢l thes President, was the
honorary head ot celegation A¢ the Cor , Kazakhstan did
not anrounce zny actions 1t plannsed to | impleament ths
Zeijing Platiorm for Rction
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percent ars 0f other ethnic corigins.

Age breakdown In Kazakhstan’s populetion as a whole, children
and tesnagers comprise 33 percsnt; working-age pecple 55 percent;
and vecple colder than working age 12 percent In 1880, the
average Kazakhstanl life sxpectancy was 925.8 vears hccording o
the UN, Xzzakhstan’s vcpulation is getting older; the agead
portion of the population has increased by Iour percent since
1290, while ithere nzie besn smell decreases in tns other
copulaticn ¢roups Mors than 44 percent oL tne population s
rural

Labor force Kazakhsten's labor force 1s =stimated to De mcre
then nine million; cnly cone percent of the populzation is
cfficially reglsitered as unemplovec However, hniddsn
unsmployment is estimated to be more than ten percent

Populzation decline. COver ths past Lew vears, Kazeknstan's
population has declined due to a drop in the birth rats, an
increass in mortality figures, and emigration Fertility in
Kazakhstan has declined over the vast five vears from 2 rats oI

2 births per woman in the lats 1980’'s te one ot 2.5 births per
ioman in 18285

Strategy to grow the population. Recently, the govarnmeni’'s
stratagic olanning agency drafted a strategy to ilncreass ihe
copulation. International donors have expressed concern that Che2
strategy appears to be a throwback to centralized state nlanning
Policles under consideration range from Lax incenitivaes oY having
targe Tamiliss, ©o tax pernaliles Icr choosing not TS havs
children, to orohibition of aborticn. The government does not
appear to have considered that 1ncreases in populaticn growin
would also nave budgetary and other resource implicatlons for all
otCher sectors

W
;..

th control. Knowledge of C 2
sal among Kazakthstani women. &

univer ing t ns 19
Kezalhstan demographic and health survey, 58 percent of women of
reproductive zge are using contr ceptives. s was the casse
during the Soviet perﬁod abortion remalns a primary birth
control tocl. Kazakhstanl women are estimated to have had an
average of Two abortions in tTheir lifetimes.



Some success. Demogrephic and nealth data show 2 link be
the use ¢cf contraceptiocn znd a decrease 1n the abortion r
Over the last five vyears, the use of the vill and the
intrauterine device incresased by 32 percent; the abortion
dropped bv 15 percent This data 1s clear and convincing
evidence that contraceptive use has been a substitute for
eportion The U.S. can tzale much credit for this success
the work of The USRID reproductiivs nealin services expans
program for Centrzl 2sis



RRZRRESTEN:  CHILDREN'S ISSUES

Deterloratlng condltlons v percent ci Kzzzkhstan’'s
povulation 1s under 5 Lilke 211 segments of the
populetlon chlldren nave geen afiscted 2y The sconomic hardship
Nazeakhstan has expesrisnced in the ifransitfion To a market-orilentad
econcmy. Zlmost nel:i ci 211 kKindergaritsns and dav nursaries in
Hazakhstan were ciosed between 1961 anc 1985. 1In addition,
orchanages havs had diffilculty maintaining adequate living
conditions and mestlng baslc nubtritionel recuirsmenis
Children’s nealtn cars has z2lsc sufifzred in the Transition deriod
—= s1x e vercent of c¢nildren under the z¢ge 0L Lnrse suifer
Irom ad and respiratcry and diarrneal dlseases remain major
bbiller ocung children Infant mortality in Kazeakhstan is
about 1000 pbirths, 2 hign figurs
Aral Sea disaster Children in tThe 2rel Sez ecolocgical disastar
zone nave sufisred disproporificnately in tThe transiticn Dderiod

hough infant mortalicy in tThe zone has decrsased 1n req C

czrs, 1T remeains higher than the national zaverags Tha

Tes governmant acted gquickly in 1694 To help implement Vics

sident Gora’s $22 million Eral Sez initiativs The
initiazitive’s goal was fo bring potable watar to the peopls of ths
Erzl S=a reagion. This program has changed Ifocus from local
enginearing rrojects to multilateral efforts tc address wetsry
sharing and resource meanagement 1ssuss. Since 1892, over 5130
millicocn 1n humanlitarlian assistance has been providsd to
Kazalkhstan, much of which went to children’s hcspitals or
institutions working with children
Vaccination rates. WilTh the nelp of U.3. technical assistzance
orograms, childhood vaccinatlon has become mors common 72
percent oI children are rouftinelv inoculaktsd ageinst m=aslss, 98
percent have begun 3 DPT seriles, znd 100 percent are incculaitsd

against pclio.

Disabled children. Local non-governmental organizations nzve
besn strangthened to provide services to children with phvsiceal
and mental disabillities (including the 16 percent of children
wlth stunted growth and the 3 percent of emaciated children)

¥ vear one o these organlzations wa tr ntel 1 o
e ca s

Q1
-
—
v
cr
O s
[T ]
wn
n

r
lS aL101 introduced s»

Q=
= W
m&}m
[$)]
Cr
l_a
'J
cf
)_J
(L
n

Adoption. At present, Lhere are no clear laws govarning ths
adovtlion of Xazakhstani orphans by fo nd e locelity
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Reform efforts. With assistance Ifrom the U.
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KEZBRESTAN: RSSISTENCE PROGRAEM OVERVIEW

The USC nsas coroximately 5218 million in
numanitarlia stment promcticn assistance
since ©Y 92 s v Tar the largsst rescipisnt of USG
assistance in Cesntral 2siz The USG nudgetec 543 million for
programs in Kazakhsitan in Y S7. Tnis pigh level of Zunding
refilacts strong cooperetion Detwesn the USG and Government of
Kazakhstan {(GOK) 1in pursuli of markst economlc restructuring,
democratic rsicrm, and sliminaticn 0f nuclszry weapons Ths ISC
has contributasd zazn aaditlonel Sle.5 mlllicn fo the
Internaitional QOrganization oI Migration's 1827 Joi Tor
CIS Migreticon Conisrsnce follow-up Ior programs 1n n, &S
well as Kyrogwvzstan and Uzpskistzan

USAID assistance. UZEID 135 L2zQing an 2CONOMiIT restruciuring
orogram that reflects the CGCOX's commiimesni To 2Conomic reiorm.
USE has n 1y complated 1is programs on short-tTarm

st €] mezasurss Lo rein 1n governmeni spending

infl sn sucport [or Drivatizatlon o small =z

51 ses During T. 23, USAID will redirsct

0. ;elopment o7 financial mark nd 2z com

les ucturs

mreasury assistance The Department of tThe Trezasury has also
crovided tThe GOX & resideni aaviscr on government dspit during the
Dast two-and—a—helf vears The Tresasury acdvisor has focussa on
cors guestions oI security market desvelcpment, 1ncluding draiiing
an external dsbit law and i1ssulng z successiul Zuroabond

Cenral Asian Enterprise Fund. Ths Centrzl Asizan-

Tntarprise fund 1s zlso corting the devalopmen I- znd
medium-sized znterpris=as Xezakhstan, f{as 1t 1is istan,
Kyrgvzstan znd Turkmenlistan), Through its equity invesimants and
micro-lending ssrvices The USC has budgeted $15 million for
fund activities in Kazekhstan sincs Y 92 The Tunca haes invssged
$13.37 of thes= funds in [0O0Q DProcessing, manuiaciuring,

orinting, tTransoortaticn, and otbher service businessas
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tnis efifort has fccusec on developing non-governmental
organizations, incluading lecgal and business socleties, as a wayv
to lav the basic foundation of a civil soclety Our orograms
nzve alsc sought To strsngthen the Kazakhstani Parlizment as an
independent political institution, and assisted that podv's legal
reform efforts. Another ksy focus of USG assistancs has besn
support for independent televlisicon sitations across Kazekhsoan
Health. USAID support for the Reproductive Health Services
Cxpension Program in Kazakhstan segls Lo raduce Lhe rates of
matarnal mortal » and aborticons through ths uss of modern
contraception 2ID elsc funds 2 hospital parinsrship bpeiween
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mazakhstan including tns brighn rogram, = 5
School Zxchange, Tne Muskisz Graduais Program, end
internatlionzl Visltors Procoram USREID also sucdorts
Tarmer procgrams that ing volunteers from the U.S to
T2 a2dvise KyvrgyIsitani rmers' on access Lo credic, 2
start-up, business planning, and product distribution
In addition Kazakhsianl managers and sclentists parti
“he U.5. Department oI Commerce's Special 2Zmerican 3Bu
Tntarnsih z2ining Program, which provides for 3-6 m
internsh private U.3. companles
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K2ZAKSTRAN: OVERVIEW OF U.S. MISSION
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Goals. The mission 1s structurad o pursus Iour kav goals:

e Promcis U.S. pearticipaition in the commercizl developmeni of
Kazakhstan’s petrclzum resources;

e Enhance Kazalknstan’'s tiss to Western sascurifty structurses zand
commitment Lo non-proliferation;

e “ncourage mertet reiorms thet create 2z faverzblse trade zna
investment climets and reduce corrupiion;

e Promots the development of democratic institutions and
engourage ragpect Tor human righits and rule of law
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Cabinet of Ministers

Prime Minister
First Deputy Prime Minister
Deputy Prime Minister
Minister of Agriculture
Minister of Defense
Minister of Ecology and Natural Resources
Minister (Economics)
Minister of Education, Culture, and Health
Minister of Energy. Industry. and Trade
Minister of Finance
Minister of Foreign Aftairs
Minister of Information and Public Accord
Minister of Internal Affairs
Minister of Justice
Minister of Labor and Social Security
Minister of Science and President of

the Academy of Sciences
Minister of Transport and Communications
Minister and Commission Chief on Akmola Move

Kazakhstan

President
Nursultan Nazarbayev

(since 1990)

Nurlan Balgimbayev
Akhmetzhan Yesimov
Aleksandr Pavloy

Serik Akhimbekov

Lt. Gen. Mukhtar Altynbavey
Serikbek Daukevev

Yerzhan Utembayev
Krimbek Kysherbayev
Asigat Zhabagin

Aleksandr Pavlov
Kasymzhomart Tokayev
Altynbek Sarsenbayey

L.t. Gen. Kairbek Suleymenoy

Bayurzhan Mukhamedzhanoy

Natalya Korzhova

Vladimir Shkolnik
Yerkin Kalivey
Farid Galimov

TS

Almaty

Year of Independence: 1991
Population: approximately 17 million

Key Kazakhstani Officials

Presidential Aide
Chairman. State Committee on Investment
Chairman. Kazakhoil National Oil and
Gas Company
Vice President, Kazakhoil
Chairman, Presidential Agency for
Strategic Planning and Reform
Chairman. Central Bank
Chairman, National Commission on Securities
Chairman. National Security Committee (KNB)
Secretary. Security Council
Chairman. State Committee for
Investigations (GSK)
Ambassador to the United States,
UN Permanent Representative

Parliament

Chairman. Majlis (lower house)
Chairman. Senate (upper house)

Nurtay Abhykavev
Akhmetzhan Yesimov

Baltabek Kuandykov
Timur Kulibayev

Yerzhan Utembayev

Uraz Zhandosoy

Aben Bektasov

Maj. Gen. Alnur Musayey
Beksoltan Sarsekov

Zharmakhan Tuyakbavey

Bolat Nurgaliyev
Akmaral Arystanbekova

Umirbek Baygeldivev
Marat Ospanoy

October 1997



KAZA. STAN

Population: 169 million

Ithnic Divisions: GOVERNMENTAL STRUCTURE

-- Kazakhs (406%:)

-- Russian (349 — - _| o
Date of Independence: 16 December 1991 l Parliament ' P“‘Siflc“‘ ) Constitutional
Status of Constitution: Enacted 5 September 1995 L'—— N Nursultan NAZARBAYEV Council
Status of Political Reforms: - s N V ‘

Senate Majilis -

--Maost political power in Kazakhstan is bestowe 0 . . . .
t political p stan 1s bestowed upon Prime Minister State Investment

the President. He appoints regional governors (called CS“'T'I““I\"’ Chl\allrmnn, _ Committec
. . . NCK larat ‘ q
Hakims), ministers, and the legislature; can call for new firbe Nurlan BALGIMBAYEV

: . _ Akmetzhan YESIMOV
parliamentary clections; and has a relatively free hand S
on foreign policy. The judiciary also remains under the

control of the President.

BAYGELDIYEV OSPANOV

President, KAZAKHOIL
Baltabck KUANDYKOV

-- Although the opposition parties are weak, since Fall of 1996,
they have been able to hold a number of successful
demonstrations against the government's wage and pension
arrears.

LRegionaI Governors

--Nazarbayev has banned ethnically-based political parties to ‘ Ministries ’
try to forestall separatist movements in the predominantly T
ethnic Russian northern regions.

-- While personal freedoms and human rights are generally
respected in Kazakhstan, there remains substantial selt-
censorship in the media and opposition figures have been
harassed.

Composition of Legislature:

-- The Majilis and the Senate are the two houses of the Parliament.
Most of the 42 members of the Senate are elected by the Tocal
parliaments, with seven Presidential appointees. The Majitis has
67 members that are directly celected by the people.

- Although the Tegislature has the right to introduce legistation. it
cannot initiate changes in the Constitution or exercise oversight
of the executive branch.

- Despite its limited powers, the legislature has taken a more
independent stand in the Tast year on environmental issues and
managed 1o lower the mimimum retirement age in the new
pension L,




Withdrawal/Redaction Marker
Clinton Library

DOCUMENT NO. SUBJECT/TITLE DATE RESTRICTION
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001. reports bios (6 pages) ¢ 10/1997 Pi/b(1)

COLLECTION:
Clinton Presidential Records
First L.ady's Oftice
Speechwriting (Noa Meyer Subject Files)
OA/Box Number: 13007

FOLDER TITLE:
The Trip ot the First Lady to Kazakhstan, Kyrgystan, Uzbekistan, Russia, and Ukraine,
November 9-18, 1997 (Laura) [Binder] [2]

2012-0869-5

ke961
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rirst Ladies Speak Out on
Women’s Health

oMMONHEALTH asked First Ladies in the NIS and CEE

to talk about women’s health 1n their nations and

their work in health promotion for families. The First

Ladies of Kazakstan and Latvia submitted written an-

swers to a set of questions. Future issues of COM-

MONHEALTH will include interviews with other First Ladies.

SARA NAZARBAEVA, FIRST LADY OF KAZAKSTAN

What are the most important health issues
facing women in your nation?

Kazakstan is moving toward a market
cconomy. [ ts well known that everything
that is new sufters “growing pains.” In such
times, life is espectally difficult for wamen.

Thev are working in factorics on equal foot-

ing with men. They also must take care of

b families and children. There is no time to
ihout one’s health, although there are
Iy problems, such as the extremely high

level of abortions, and an increase in breast

ComyvoNnHbartn « Fair 199

and reproductive system cancers.

sexually transmitted disease as well,
In several rural regions there are
practicallv no healthy women;
many of them suffer from anemia.
This 1s because of unfavorable eco-
logical conditions left as an inher-
itance from the past. (Sce articles
on Senmipalatinsk, p. 23-29 of this

1ssu¢.)

How are you using your role as
First Lady to advocate women's
heatth issues?

We have established the charity foun-

dation Bobek (Baby) for the children of

Kazakstan, and I'serve as its president. its

work 1s directed toward the children, and

hencee toward the tamilies and the moms of

these families. Tt is very important far
women to know how to support their own
and thewr children’s health and how to pro-
vide good nutrition for their familics.
Our foundation is closcly collaborat-
ing with the Republican Center of Moth-
ers and Children's Health Care, whose pri-
mary mission is the care of pregnant

women and those with gynecological dis-

Unfortunately, there is a growth of

cases, We have several joint projects, which,

when fultilledowilb improve the situation,

If you could alleviate one health challenge
confronting women in your country, what
would you choose?

Currently, our foundation pavs a great
deal of attennion o the educaton and up-
bringing of children and teenagers. They
are our tuture, our hope, The future of the
country depends much upon how we
manage (o teach our cildren to preserve
thew health white they are young,

I would like to start more consistent
and svstematic work with teenagers, with
vouny, girls and vounger children. Ttis very
important to make them enthusiastic
about good health, which is so important
for a life full of valuc. T want to show them
the dangers of smoking, alcoholism and
drug addiction. 1 is necessary to explain 1o
the young people inan attractive wav the
rules of private hvgiene and safe sex G it
is not possible o avord it before marriage).

I hape for the collaboration in this field
with AIHA, which has experience in pub-
licizing of healthy lifestyles among the
population.

Kazakstan has an ¢normous amount of
territary and a low density of population,
That is why the imhabitants of distant rar-
al regions do not have any modern infor-
mation about healthy lifestvles and about
their responsibility to preserve their own
health and that of their children. In these
conditions, it s very important to orga-
nize with the help of mass media a wide-

scale public education program.
AINA ULMANE, FIRST LADY OF LATVIA

What are the most important health issues
facing women in your nation?

Women's health and health problems

Orgin ty By el

4



PAGE 8
5TH STORY of Level 1 printed in FULL format.

Copyright 1994 The Washington Post
The Washington Post

February 16, 1994, Wednesday, Final Edition

AGE C3; THE RELIABLE SOURCE

el

JECTION: STYLE;
ENGTH: 712 words
JERIES: Occasional
JYLINE: Lols Romano

0DY
WE'VE HEARD THAT. ..

The perfunctory diplomatic dinner got a bit of a lift Monday night when Veep
.1 Gore persuaded Kazakh President Nursultan Nazarbayev, his wife, Sara, and
faughter, Dariga, to sing a few Kazakh folk songs. Nazarbayev, who had earlier
1 the day given President Clirfon [€gal documents committing his nation to
onnuclear status, joked that "i1f I gave up 1,100 warheads today, this 1s
iothing. " He then sang two folk songs with his family, and Dariga sang one
Jlone. The audience applauded wildly.

"o Rep. Martin Hoke's comments about a Washington producer's "beega
) 5" concinue to plague him back home. The Cleveland Plain Dealer, which has
:n. _u:tically kept the story alive for a couple of weeks, now names a secretary
«t an Ohio law f£irm who claims that last year Hoke pinched her in the thigh and
'alled her a "a sexy little thing." Hoke unequivocally denies it ever happened.

"Blue Chips" -- the new Nick Nolte basketball flick -- almost didn't make it
o the big screen. The original negative of the flick was being processed when
¢ was drenched in mud and water during last month's massive earcthguake in

Director William Friedkin considered shelving the film but instead

‘alifornia.
It opens

iad the film reproduction folks at Technicolor clean 1t frame by frame.

iere Friday.

One of the 120 winning bids in an auction of old Concorde seats came from
Ben Rich, an American Airlines pilot who forked over $ 250 and who

lexandria's
British Airways, which is in the midst of

1as put the chairs in his living room.

wdating the supersonic jet, put the old chairs up for bid recently and donated
.he proceeds to charity.
Robin Williams, in Paris to promote "Mrs. Doubtfire," rented 22 (that's

‘1ght, 22} videos to be delivered to his hotel one recent weekend. Most were
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Kazakhstan's territory extends as far trom east to west as Washington, DC. to Salt Lake City: its
16 million pecople are concentrated at its corners around a large desert. Ethnic Kazakhs constitute
only 46 percent of the population, but view Kazakhstan as their homeland. Russians comprise
Iran 34 pereent of the population, while 9 percent are Germans, Ukrainians. and other Europeans.
Russian is the predominant language for all ethnic groups in government. industry. the big cities.
and the north. Kazakhs in the countryside know little Russian.

Each of Kazakhstan's regions has a unique ethnic mix and cconomic interests. The northern region
has a majority European population and grain-belt agriculture. coal mines. and heavy industry.
all of which were integrated into the Russian ecconomy during the Soviet era. The western region

hus a spursc. primarily Kazakh population. as well as most of the country’s ailficlds. The castern

region. which includes the capital. Almaty. is evenly divided between Russians and Kazakhs and
has diversified manufacturing and agriculture. The southern region has a predominantly Kazakh
population and a Central Asian—type economy centered on cotton and irrigated agriculture.

7247H0 'BO3020: 10.97



EVENTS IN ALMATY



Early history. =lmaty 3
of Blmatu that was besie
13th century. Ths Russi
the site in 1224 and s=t
end Ukraine) and Siberia
Jernev's pcpulation was
szrthaouakes in 1837 and
centuries, The City was
Th2 Russian smolre, incl

Soviet history. The c:it
apples”; in 1921 and bec
1922 The citv was conn
Turkesian-Siperia railro
Wzr II when L[actoriss we
threazteneg westarn USSR;
to Kezakhstan To wozk in
COommuriitias of ethnic Ko
in The Soviet Yolga Germ
Kazakhstan Cduring the wa
ld sabotzge the Sovie

1S zfter The war

: the terriftory

2, 1n spite of

amine caused &

tha 1930's

in 1986 in 1988,

12nt 0I an sthnic

tan's Communis

e —udents and inj
center of a successfiul c
Cne Semipalatinst test r:
was renamed 2lmaty zfter

Move to new capital. 1In
move the countrg's capit
former S viet provincial
Knrushchev's ill-fated v
turn Hazakhstan's northe
USSR. The oifficial open
originally scheduled for
sarly December Almaty
commercial and cultural
government willl continue
necassary infrastructure

tands on the site of the Silk
ged Dy the Mongols and dest o/ed in
ans pbullt the frontisr posit of Vern
Tled Cosszaclks (Slavs Irom western R
n peasants around the fort. By 187
12,000. The ftown was flattened by
1211 In the late 13th and =sarlv 2
2 place oI exile for many dissident
uding Leon Trotshky
v was renamed Zlma-2ta (“Iatnsry of
ams Tne capital of Sovietr Kazekhst
ected Lo Siperia in 1830 bv the
ad. 2lmea-Rtz grew guickiy during W
re rzlocated thare from the Nazi-
many Slavs joined in the exodus an
Lima-2tz's tfactories Fntirs
reans in the Far Eest and ethnic Ce
an repukblic werse Iorciply rszsettlad
r due tgo Stalin's gzarancia thet Lne
t war effort Most remzined in
Ethnic Ka {the Turkic ncmed
of Kazakhsta : cuietly to
the deaths f people d
v Stalin's ivizarcion
Tnodusands in Rlm Mo

Kazekh by an ethnic Russizan as the
t Perty. Ricis ensued and police &
ured hundreds. In 18898, Zimz-RTz w
ampaign to stop Soviet nuclear test
ange in northern Kazakhstar The ¢

independence 1n 1821

994, President deciaed

1 L Nazarbavev

21 ©5 the northern ciliity of Zkmola,
city of Tselinograd and center of
irgin lands program thet was intend
rn steppes into the breadbashket of
ing of Akmola as Kazakhstan's capit
late-0October, nas peen reschedulzsd
is expected to remain Xazzakhstan's
capital In rezlity, much of the
to function in Zlmatvy until the

O

Road oasis

the
3\/ on

'y

=
2

0y,

(
8l



. v
QQ

City’s setting. 2Almaiv is a
reets, large vaerk
ffe

'O
s

3
1
@]
j
'Yt
[ATINRN
)~
(N
e
oy
9o
Q }—-
0
<M
[0
O
(D

D Hy (D

a
st s and lots o reen s VoA S
suffers from smog from ccal-fired heating plants and automobile
Tf sometimes cbscuring the view 0 the sps cular Tien
{"heavenly”} mountains that risz majestical ona the
: southern Iringe. Most of the citv's architscture is low-
iss, due tTo the danger of =sarthguakes

wn
@]
w O
U
(-
-
4V
1
'..J
O
3
@)
Ty
s
(
=
-
}—s
}—s
}-s
@)
o]
[
(b
=t
j—
[¢h]
(@]
ml
wn

[

the countrv's divarse iCc make-up -- azout 45 Dercent are
Kazakns, 32 psrcent itavs, znd 20 percent are of other sthnic
e The 3 2imat o r Deak

Foreign popu tern bus ANna growing
axpatriate C 2 2 feel of 2 zZocm Town

Thers ares mors tha: 5 itlzens resident in

of wnom ovayr 2,400 live in 2lmaty Mors than 30 U

rasigaaent oifices in Almaty Most Emsrican business

are invglved In tThe 011 and gas or ths minerzls sec

ingcressing number oI service ilndustries (banks, acco

and lew firms) and retzll businesses are cpening




3

R2ZBKHSTAN - RRRIVAL STATEMEN

I am so plsased To begln my Vi
T2

o] v ovisi : tral Asia here 1in
Kazakhstan, a multi-ethnic nation of vast spaces and vast
oromlise for the future
Kazakhstan 1s in the midst of remaking itseli, 1{s pecopls set
firmly on the road to economic and democratic reifcrm, and to
reestablishing strong ties to the world at large
On reflection, this is certainly not surprising 2
an important cas:is on the old Silk Recad, and the tr
goods and ideas is intrinsic to Kazakhstani culturs
Like Kazakhstanils, Emericans love the challenge and sxcitement
cf intellectuel and commercial exchange We are working
together To help Kazakhstzn manadge its tremendous energy
resources, develop & ifrese market economy, ancd cultivate
democ¢ratic institutions

O
o
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1
o
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[8Y]
[w]
o
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n
o

prospericy for Ceantral Asiza, a region TS own 2s
NE MOVE t5;ethe: 1into the nsxt century.

Over the nsxt two cavs, 1 locok forward to meeting ncit only
witn President and Mrs. Nazarabwvev, but &lso with a variety of
individuals anc organizations reprasenting the croad spectrum
of RKazaknstanl culture.




KRZEKHST2N - DEPARTURE STATEMENT

My visit tTo Kazakhs en all I had hoped 1t would be.
I had so manyv oppor s to meet and talk with Kazakhstanis
rom all walks of 1life, all working selflessly to build their

I want to thank President and Mrs. Nazarbayev for their
generous hospitality and the warmth of their greeting, a
kindness of spirit I felt in sach Kazakhstani I was fortunate

My thanks go out as well to the fine team at the Zmerican
Fmbassyv. 2AEmbassador Jones and her colleagues made us f=z=2l at
ncome and worked very nard Co ensure that This was a procuciive
and plesasurable visit

1t was mv special pleasure To address the LIANAZ-sponsorsd
Central Asian Conference on “Women 1n Politics.” ItL is Truly
grafifving to see Kazkehstan’s women plaving an intsgral,
lzading role in Kazakhstan's political and economic life.

I was zlso very happy to meet the representatives of the
Kazakhstani Rssocizifion of Youth Leaders To see Razahstan's
voung pveobls and fufure leaders s0 caughit up in striving to
mate Kazakhstan a better place certainly bodes well for the

My visif has made it all the more clear that Kazakhstanis
share with BEmericans & positive sense orf what cean be
accomplisned with hard work and cedication to principles of
acuality and fair nlav

Kazzkhstan nas tremend
zn lmportant founcation

But I lesave here convincead
who are 1{sS most 1mpor
forward to continue work
ftriends 1n thelr efiforts
democratic Kazakhstan.

Thank vou again Ior the wonderiul visit.



Personalities Likely Tc Meet The First Lady, By Site;

Site State Museum of Kazakhstan

Perscnalities Yermek Zhangeldin, mussum director

Site Women's Wellness Center

Personalitlis {a) Zhamllva Nugmanova, Reglonal Director,
2merican International KEealitnh 2lliznce (Central Rsziza), (D)
Tamare Chuvakova, Chiesf Neonatologisit, Ministry of Health.

Site Kazzakhstan Zssociation of Youth Leaders

Parsonalities: (a) Natalve Bakhmutova, Ex=scutive Director,
Kazalkhstan Asscciation of Youth Lsadaers, (D) Yelena Vinogradovea,
Coordinatcr for Civic Education, Kazakhstan Association of ¥Ycuih
Leaders, (c) Elia Telemtaveva, President, Kazakhstan Rssociation
of Youth Leaders

Site GOK~nhostad reception

Perscnalities (a) President and Mrs. Nursultan Nazarbavev. (D)
orime minister Nurlan Balglmbavev, (C) Forelgn Minister and Mrs.
Kasimzhomart Tokavev, (d) Chairman c¢f the State Committee for
invesimenits Zkhmetzhan Yesimov, (=) Yerzhan Utembavev, Director,
Zgency Lor Strategic Planning, (I)

Defanse Minister Serlk Rliynbavev, (g} Economy Minister Umirzak
Shukevev, (h) Omirbek Baigeldyv, Chairman of the Senate, (1) Marat
Ospanov, Chairman of the Majilis (lower house of Parliament)
Site Lunchecn at Ambassador's Residence

Personalities: (a) Valentina Sivrvukova, Deputy Minister oifi Labkbor
and Social Protection, (b) Zinalda Fedotova, Senator, (c) Raisa
Sher, Member of Parliament, (d} Livyazat Ishmukhamedova,
President, Association of Single Mothers, (e} Maisiva
Kaipozarova, Director, United Nations Gender Center, (f) Irine

r
Katseveva-Chernolovskava, independent Jjournalist, (g) Saule
Abdigapparova, President, 2ssociation for Youth Assistance, (h)
Clga Bakhareva, President, Almaty

Special Qlvmpics tederation, (i) Raushan Sarsembaveva, President,
Assoclation of Businesswomen of Kazakhstan, (3j)

Svetlana Sinitskavz, President, Assoclation of Women Journalists
of Kazakhstan.



Ribbon Cutting-Almaty
Women's Wellness Center



EVENT PAPER: WOMEN'S WELLNESS CENTER

Scenesattar
The Women's Wellness Center is one of thirteen such centers being
established 1n the New Independent States through U.S.-funded
medical partnerships The 2Elmaty Women's Wellness Center is
based on a model crsated by the 2Zmerican International Health
Lilllance's wcmen's health task force and the Rlmaty-Tucson,
Lrizonea ncspltal partnership
sit marks the official opening following major renovations

ummeyr madse pessiblse by USRID and medical personnel from
Your molLorcads will cdrive througn the gates to the hospital
grouncs This 13 a narrow roadway. The motorcade will prccead
to the entrance of the Center. You will wzik Trom vour vehicle
up approximately 10 stairs Lo The entrancsa There are w0 G0OYrs,
one single, ons double, separatad by a very small
will enter the rsceptlion/waiting rocm where the r
will take plzce. The corridor from that point le
rhe =cducation room, which is the last roocm on the
vou will nave an opportunity to meet with partici
on pre-natel cars
Backoround
The gozl of the Women's Wellnsess Center 1s o provide
comprenensiva health cares tTo women 0L a2ll ages. This includes
clinical przvention services, screening, and counseling A ley
componant of thess centers is rzising women's awarensss of thne
important L between health and such behavioral risk factors as
the use of cco and alcchol and poor nutrition.
Building upon four vears of work in maternal and child health,
tha center began ofisring services in the summer of 1987 in the
aresas C©i sexually transmitted disease preventlion and screening,
breast and c=srvical cancer screenling, family planning, and
ecucation/cocunseling services for women in all stages of the
reproductive nealtn cvcle, from puberty through menopause.
Unlike

T

traditional familv planning oriented centers, thes 2lmaty
Wellness Center focuses on the whole woman; the centesr i

tricted to serving only the reproductive health needs of
womern:, but includes general health services as well

-

3
O O
13
(D
[ ]
[t

n n

The center 1s designed as an adaptation of @ Western women's
services and education clinic and comprised of eight well-1lit
rooms: & registration and waiting area, two examinati on rcoms, 2a
procsdure room, an operating room, an office for the director, &



separate office Io
promotion/educaticn

ne Rlmaty Health Rdministration is responsible [or all operating
costs of the Centsr. In 1ts initiel vear, the Center 1s sxpectad
Lo ses approximately 100 clients per week.

Participants

Your officizl nost will be Dr. Tamara Kurmangzlievna Chumakova,
diractor of the Center. Others likelv to be present include Dr
Zhamilva Nucomeanova, Central Asia Regional Director for ths
Emericen Internzaticonal Health Rlliznce, and othar XKazakhstanis
whce have plaved leacding roles in health reform



November 11 - Almaty, Kazakstan

Event: Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at the Almaty Women’s Wellness
Center

- Talking points on this AIHA event will be provided by Jim
Smith of AIHA.

- Should the First Lady wish to include remarks encompassing
total USG humanitarian assistance through Operation Provide
Hope, the following are suggested remarks:

0 This Wellness Center, as part of the USAID funded partnerhip
program, is a symbol of a total U.S. commitment to the people
of Kazakstan that has been able to deliver over $315 million in
humanitarian assistance since 1992. NOTE: This is assistance
from all sources including Department of State, Department of
Defense Excess Property, USAID, and USDA.

o Since 1992, Operation Provide Hope, a continuing USG
(Department of State/Department of Defense) transportation
program funded through the Freedom Support Act, has worked with
over 400 U.S. private volunteer organizations to deliver
humanitarian commodity to the people of the Newly Independent
State (NIS) during a critical period of change and transition.
To date this program has delivered over $142 million to the
people of Kazakstan, assistance given from the heart from
Americans throughout the United States. We estimate that
through the end of this calendar year this Operation Provide
Hope will have delivered over $2 billion in humanitarian
assistance to the twelve countries of the NIS.
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NAME ; Tamara Kurmangalieuvna Chuﬁakova
DOB1 L CPeIbNe). ]

PRESEMI POSITION:

 Tamara Kurmangalievna Chuvakova is the head of the Women's

Wellne sg Center and is also involved with other donors to help
improtv 2 women's health in Kazakhstan. She does not speak
English.

BDUCATION:

ITn 1962 graduated from Kazakh State Medical Institute,
pediatrical faculty with qualification of doctor-pediatrist
(Diploma P 707615)

In 1969 by the decision of Almaty State Medical Institute council
was awarded by academic degree of candidate of medical sciences

(1T RAATA Monry

In 1971 by the decision of attestation Commission at Ministry of
Secondary and High Education of the USSR was given academic
dagraz sf senior worker (MME 631482, Moocow). In 1288 by tha
decigiim of high Attestation Commission under the Border of
Minist :rs of the USSR was given academic degree of Doctor of
Medical Sciences (MD 005324, Moscow). In 1989 by the decimsion of
State .Jommittee of the USSR on people’s education was given
acaden te slalus wl proulussusr On ¢haiy =2Ff nasmnaeaslsgy (PR 0030C3)

POST ¢ WADUATE TRAINING:

In 1981 and 19985, one month each year-studying at neonatology
chair of Central Institute of doctoxs training of Order of Lenin

(CIDTOL) on CSI "Up-to-date questions of physiology and pathology

of new-born period” for teachers (Moscow). Education in the Usa
(have certificates confirming successful completion of

tralnings) :

- from 02.05. till 10.02.3993 © La¢tation Management” San
Diego, HLch eﬂl.;-fug'xiia

LTI ' he
P 5

.{_)L\‘C_LINTON LIBRARY PHOTOCOPY

N —e

022

Pamasonic FAX SYSTEM PHONE NO. -Nov. g6 1997 ©9:14AM P4

Q. Grtze'\-ef‘s ‘oJr \QO\V\Qv\‘s Wellnece (,-QV\ Qe



FROF @ Panmasonic FAX SYSTEM PHONE NO. Nov, @6 1997 ©9:135RM PS

- from 08.17. till 10.14.1994 “Maternal and child Health”,
Farmington, state Connecticut

- from 10.28 till 11.18.1995 “ Methods of neonatologists”
trainiag in questions of organization of child-birth and
rhildAFanA” TnrRnn. Ariznna atare

- from 02.12 till 02.14 1996 “Hogpitals smile to a child”-

UNICEF seminar and WHO, Sankr-Petersburg

PROFES3IONAL EXPERIENCE:

At preaent is the chief of neonatology course, the chief-
noenatonlogist of Ministry of Health of RK and coordinator of the
Republican Program “Protection, promotion and supportion, breast-
feading”. The teaching appointments is 35 years.

PROPESSIONAL EXPERIENCE (other areas of interest)

Family planning and women’s health.
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personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA|

b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA|

b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA|

b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA|
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NAME : Zhamilya Nugmanova, MD, Ph.D.
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- 480100, Almaty, Kazakhstan
PHONE @ r 65,:.'Pmmw) E:n- J
(3272) 501370 (office)

FAX 1 (3272) 50 13 71

E-MAIL: Zhamilya@glas apc org

DOB: r T pelb)e). .

MARITAL STATUS: Married, two children

PRESENT POSITION:

Zhamilya Nugmanova coordinates all the medical partnership

programe in Central Asia. She is very active and involved in
healthﬁcare issue in Kazakhstan.

EDUCATION:

M.D., 1972, Almaty Medical Institute

Teacher of English, 1976, Almaty Institute of Foreign Languages
Candidate of Medical Sciences, 1975, Research Institute of
Epideniology, Miczobiology and Infectious Disease, Almaty
Specia’ization in Immunology and Allergology, Research Inastitute
of Imrinology, 1972, 19975, 1980, Moscow, Russia

Doctor of Medical Sciences, Ph.D. in Immunology and Allergology,
1988, f{iev Medical Institute, Kiev, Ukraine '
Specialization in Internal Medicine, 1989, Almaty Institute of
Continuing Education

UNICEF Workshop on Qualitative Methods of Data Collection, 1990,
Braslov, Romania .
specialization in Physical Therapy, 1991, Canadian College of
Natural Healing, Ottawa, Canada

WHO Workehops on Food and Health Data, on Nutrition Policy-
Making, 1990, 1991, 1993, Almaty, Moszecow

Specialization in Health Administration, 1995, Virginia
Commonwealth University, Richmond, Virginia, USA

WORK EXPERIENCE:

Sept. 1995-Present
AIHA Regional-Director for Central Asia
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Oct. 1994-Sept. 1995

Deputy Secretary General on Sclence. National Academy of Sciences
of Ka: ikhstan

March 1989-0Oc¢ct. 1994

Hlead, Department of Immunology and Food Allergy, Research
Ingtitate of Nutrition, Almaty

Oct.1979-March 1989

Senior Resgearcher, Research Institute of Epidemiology,
Microbiology and Infectious Diseases, MOH, Almaty

Jan. 1977-Oct. 1979

Academic Secretary, Reseaxch Institute of Epidemiology,
Microbiology and Infectioug Diseases, Almaty '
Sept. 1975-Jan. 1377

Junior Researcher, Research Institute of Epidemiology,
Microbiology and Infectious Diseases, Almaty

Sept. 1972-Sept. 1975

Post-Graduate Student, Research Institute of Epidemiology.
Microbioelogy and Infectious Disease, Almaty

LANGUAGES :
Kazakh Native
Russiz Perfectly

Englisn  Fluent

Ekperiénce with wordrerfect, Word, Windows, Excel



ALMATY, KAZAKSTAN

EVENT: Ribbon Cutting and Visit to USAID Funded Women's
Wellness Center with First Lady of Kazakhstan

DATE OF EVENT: November 11, 1997

TIME of EVENT: 12:00 pm-12:45 PM

DURATION: 45 minutes

LOCATION: Perinatal Center

11 Zhubanova

Almaty, Kazakstan 480084
Tel: (3272) 23 82 28

Fax: (3272) 24 15 60

CENTER DIRECTOR: Dr. Tamara Chuvakova

AIHA CONTACTS: Washington DC: James P Smith, AIHA Executive Dir.
Tel: (202) 789-1136 Fax: (202) 789-1277
Almaty: Zhamilya Nugmanova, AIHA Regional Dir.
Tel: (0117-3272)501-370; (0117-3272)335-240
Fax:(0117-3272)501-371; (0117-3275)811-446

BACKGROUND: ALMATY WOMEN'S WELLNESS CENTER

Under a cooperative agreement with USAID to develop and support partnerships
between health care institutions in the US and their counterparts in the NIS, AIHA
and the Almaty-Tucson partnership have developed a model comprehensive
women's weliness center that is scheduled for official opening on November 11,
1997.

The Almaty Women's Weliness Center is based on a common model created by
a women’'s health care task force drawn from twelve AIHA sponsored
partnerships. The model has been adapted and implemented by the Almaty-
Tucson Hospital Partnership. As in the case of its sister women's health centers
in the NIS, the Almaty Center is a “joint venture” made possible by significant
local contributions. As its contribution to this partnership effort, Aimaty City
Health Administration has provided space for the Center at the Almaty Perinatal
Center and undertaken significant renovations roughly equal in value to the US
contribution (Tucson and USAID/AIHA) in equipment and supplies of
approximately $100,000. The Center is designed as an adaptation of an
ambulatory western women'’s center and comprised of seven well-lighted rooms;
a registration and waiting area, two exam rooms, a procedure room, an office for
the director, a separate office for nurses and midwives, and a health education

American International Health Alliance
FLOTUS - Aimaty, Kazakstan
11/02/97

Page 1 of 7



classroom. In keeping with the partnership program’'s commitment to sustainable
change, the Almaty City Health Administration is responsible for all operating
costs of the Center. In its initial year, the Center is expected to see
approximately 80 patients per week for services and a larger number through its
educational program.

Building upon four years of partnership activity in maternal and child health, the
Center began offering services in the Summer of 1997 in the area of sexually
transmitted infection (STI) prevention and screening, breast and cervical cancer
screening, family planning, and education and counseling services for women in
all stages of the reproductive heaith cycle, from puberty through menopause.
Unlike traditional family planning oriented programs and centers, the Almaty
Women's Wellness Center focuses on the whole woman; the Center is not
restricted to serving only the reproductive health needs of women, but includes
general health services; screening and education and health promotion activities
in areas ranging from prenatal care to menopause. The Center staff has been
trained to treat each patient with respect and provide access to information to
allow for self-care and informed decision-making. As such, the Women's
Wellness Center serves as a new model for healthcare delivery which reduces
duplication and fragmentation of health services in order to provide better health
care and easier access to services for a population group which has often been
ignored or underserved.

The staff of the Center has been trained in modern primary care screening and
services, contraceptive technology, health education and promotion, center
management and a “customer” service approach to healthcare. This has been
accomplished through partnership exchanges in 1996 and1997, a series of AIHA
workshops for the twelve centers that make up this initiative, and through other
USAID training efforts. In fact, the Center represents an important effort to
integrate a variety of programs that have been introduced by US and other donor
country and international community supported NGOs and programs. The
Center's “uniqueness’ lies in the integration and packaging of these services in a
manner which addresses the needs of women comprehensively and efficiently
and which can be replicated by health officials in Kazakstan and in other NIS
countries on a broad scale.

In early 1997, a team of women'’s health clinicians from Tucson worked with
Center staff in Almaty. In April, four staff members traveled to Tucson for three-
weeks of intensive training in overall program management and team building as
well as specific services related to STI prevention, screening and treatment,
contraceptive management and counseling and gynecological procedures. The
staff returned to Almaty to begin seeing patients and implemented a prenatal
education program and post-delivery contraception consultations. Donated
contraceptives distributed through USAID have widened the method options the

American Intemational Health Alliance
FLOTUS - Almaty, Kazakstan
11/02/97
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center is able to offer its patients. At the completion of renovation activities in
early summer, the Center began to receive needed supplies and equipment
related to both service delivery and education programs. These included
significant donations from the Tucson partners as well as new equipment
purchased under AlHA's cooperative agreement with USAID. Transportation of
both donated and purchased supplies and equipment has been provided through
the US State Department’s Office of the Coordinator for NIS Assistance.

In September a team of lab technicians from Tucson installed new lab equipment
and instructed technicians in the use of the equipment and reagents. The
improved laboratory will allow staff to process additional screening tests within
their own facility and reduce time between testing and receipt of lab reports and
diagnosis. In late October, the final shipment of equipment and supplies
purchased with USAID funds was transported by the Office of the Coordinator
and arrived at the Center. These include a new exam table and medical
instruments as well as patient education and related multi-media equipment. The
total value of the Tucson partners donations of equipment and supplies has been
approximately $50,000. An additional $50,000 in equipment and supplies has
been purchased by AIHA/USAID. ' '

EVENT SUMMARY:

The visit to the Almaty Women's Wellness Center will include a brief VIP tour of
the center (see detailed schedule and proposed list of participants), followed by a
brief visit in the education room with patients of the Center who have participated
in a range of educational classes. Upon completion of the tour, the First Lady will
exit the Center for the ribbon cutting and initiation of the Center's opening
ceremonies that will continue after the First Ladies’ departure. At this point, the
First Lady will have an opportunity to not only make a few remarks about the
Center and its opening but also elaborate on other USG and USAID health and
women related projects before departing. These would presumably include
Project Provide Hope assistance as well as USAID programs including ABT
health reform, other AIHA partnership activities in Almaty and Semipalatinsk, etc.




ALMATY, KAZAKSTAN — TUCSON, ARIZONA PARTNERSHIP

The primary partners in Almaty are the Institute for Pediatrics and Children’s Surgery and the
Almaty City Emergency Hospital. The US partoers include eight hospitals in Tucson, with Tucson
Medical Center serving as the coalition organizing partner. This partnership builds upon an existing
Sister City relationship between Almaty and Tucson.

In addition to the Women's Health and Wellness Center visited by the First Lady, general areas of
partnership focus include toxicology, perinatology, infection control, nursing education and
emergency medicaysgrvices.

Infection Control: Training programs in infection control have been carried out throughout the
Republic, training approximately 300 nurses and leading to the creation of a new position of Head
Nurse for Infection Control at all 11 Almaty hospitals. The Tucson partners have also been asked
to assist in implementing an Oblast wide pilot study, utilizing a CDC based surveillance reporting
system. When this project is complete, the partners hope to participate in republic-wide revision
of infection control laws and regulations.

Nursing Reform: Working in collaboration with the partners, the Almaty Medical College has
developed and implemented a revised and expanded four year nursing curriculum that provides
expanded clinical practice and administrative/managerial training. The curriculum is currently in
use by nine medical colleges through Kazakstan.

EMS Center: Almaty has been designated as one of eight AIHA-sponsored EMS Training Center
sites in the NIS. Over thirty-five 80-hour courses have been conducted since the Almaty center
opened on October 1, 1994, with over 1000 ambulance team members trained thus far (including
physicians, nurses and feldshers), as well as 225 medical students and 30 rescue team personnel.

Model Perinatal Center: The partners have established a Model Perinatal Center to demonstrate
clinical and educational services to unprove pregnancy oulcomes The Center performs an average

Crmailas smmomnnd Asl vt e temelammamtad Mpaneaiag (4% Oan
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babies with their mothers and reduced lengths of stay for both vagmal and cesarean deliveries.

Toxicology Information Center: Partners have established a Toxicology Information Center which
physicians from across Kazakstan can contact in case of emergency 24-hours a day to receive
qualified consultation on first aid for poisoning and drug overdose.

OTHER AIHA ACTIVITIES: In addition to the Tucson-Almaty partnership, AIHA also
supports another partnership in Kazakstan between the Methodist Health System and Baylor
College of Medicine in Houston,Texas and hospitals in Semipalatinsk, Kazakstan. Programs
include cancer screening and registry, nursing, emergency medical care, women's health,
management, pathology and continuing education.

SUMMARY PROGRAM DATA

Total Partnership Exchange Days: 3,591 days
Value of In-Kind Partner Contributions: $2.3 million




Courtesy Call on
President Nazarbayev



EVENT P2PZR - MEETINC WITH PRESIDENT AND MRS. NAZARBAYEY
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azarpay ssident Gors Nazarbavev
will alsc visit Ecuston, San Franclsco and New Yorik.

four meeting will take place in & room adjacent to Presidant
Nazarbavev's office, in the presicency bullding You will be met
cutside the entrance to the building by cne ¢i the Xzazakhstani
protocol officers and a presidentilial security orfficer, who will
escort you up a marble staircase to elevators that will Zzks zu
to the meeting rocm.
Zlternatively, vou may be met personally by President and Mrs
Nazarbayvev and given a2 gulded tour c¢f the rresidency's mussum and
meeTing rooms pricr to vour actual meeting. You should sxnect TO
be invited to maks & faw remarks fc walting press aftzar the
mesetling 1n a2 large reception arsa near the mestlng room;
President and Mrs. Nazzarbavewv are unlikely to Join you for the
press event. The meeting and the press event will be concducted
in Russian and will be intTerprerted ssquentially
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The presidency is a modern glass and white marble edifice that
OCcCcuples an impressive site overlooking Republic 3quars Th
Tien Shen mountains provide a stunning backdrop. The building
was originally designed during the Soviet erz a2s a2 Lenin mussum,
but Pressident Nazarbavev tTransformed 1t into a presidential
office building after independence in 1821 The building houses
2 museum and several ornate meeting rocms, and is the workplacs
for the presicdeni's perscnal staff and key advisors )
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TALKING POINTS FOR FLOTUS COURTESY CALL
ON PRESIDENT AND MRS. NAZARBAYEV

-~ IT IS A PLEASURE FOR ME TO BE HERE IN KAZAKKSTAN AND
MEET WITH YOU TODAY. THIS IS AN EXCITING TIME, AS
KAZAKHSTAN RESHAPES ITS SOCIETY TO ENSURE DEMOCRACY AND
PROSPERITY FOR ALL ITS CITIZENS.

- IN MY MEETINGS TODAY, L HAVL DLOIN L1PIUDLOOSE vs =as  ascee
ENERGY AND ENTHUSIASM OF THE PEOPLE OF KAZAKHSTAN.

IT IS CLEAR THAT THEY ARE COMMITTED TO DEMOCRACY, THE RULE
OF LAW, AND A FREE MARKET ECONOMY. )

-— THE U.S. IS PLEASED TO BE HELPING KAZAKHSTAN, THROUGH
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND DIRECT COMMERCIAL INVESTMENTS, TO
MAKE THIS TRANSITION. TIN PARTICULAR, WE APPRECIATE VERY
MUCH YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC REFORMS
THAT WILL BUILD A STRONG AND LNLDEPENDENT KRAZAKIIJITAN,.

~- ALTHOUGH OUR COUNTRIES ARE FAR APART ON THE MAP, OUR
SHARED DEMOCRATIC VALUES HAVE BROUGHT US CLOSE TOGETHER IN
A VERY SHORT PERIOD. AS A RESULT OF OUR COOPERATION, THE
U.5. HAS COME TO REGARD KAZAKHSTAN AS A RELIABLE PARTNER
AND A CLOSE FRIEND IN THE REGION.

-- PRESIDENT CLINTON AND VICE PRESIDENT GORE ASKED ME TO
TELL YOU THAT THEY ARE LCOKING FORWARD TO MEETING WITH YOQOU
NEXT WEEK DURING THE U.S.-KAZAKHSTAN JOINT COMMISSION.
YOUR VISIT WILL STRENGTHEN.THE PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN OUR
COUNTRIES. '

-- THE PRESIDENT AND I ARE ALSO PLEASED THAT WE WILL BE
ARLE TO WELCOME YOU BOTH TO WASHINGTON SO SOON, AND SHOW
YQU THE SAME WARM HOSPITALITY THAT YOU AND THE PECPLE OF
KAZRKHSTAN HAVE EXTENDED TO ME.



KAZAKHSTAN: TALKING POINTS: MEETING WITH PRESIDENT
NAZARBAYEV

It is a pleasure for me to be here in Kazakhstan and to
meet with you today. This is an exciting time, as
Kazakhstan reshapes its society to ensure freedom and
prosperity for all its citizens.

In my meetings this morning, I have been impressed with
the energy and enthusiasm of the people of Kazakhstan.
Clear that they are committed to democracy and a market
economy that offers opportunity to all.

The U.S. 1s pleased to be helping Kazakhstan, through
technical assistance and direct commercial investments to
make this transition.

Although our countries are very far apart on the map, our
common interests have brought us closer together in the
six years since independence. As a result of our
cooperation, the U.S. has come to regard Kazakhstan as a
reliable partner and a close friend in the region.

We welcome your recognition that political and economic
reforms are essential to build a strong and independent
Kazakhstan.

President Clinton and Vice President Gore asked me to
tell you that they are looking forward to meeting you
next week during the U.S.-Kazakhstan Joint Commission.
Your visit will strengthen the partnership between our
countries.

The President and I are also pleased that we will be able
to welcome you both to Washington so soon, and show you
the same warm hospitality that you and the people of
Kazakhstan have extended to me.



Tour Kazakhstan
Central Museum



EVENT PRPER: CENTRAL MUSEUM VISIT
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museum director Yermek angeldi i thirough the main
doorwey into the central fover Lo view an exhipition of
Kazakhstani music and dance by performers 1n natlive costume. You
will be oresented with flowers at that time bv cone of the
periormers, usually a voung gilirl (five minutes).
Your tour will stTzrt inside z cersmonizal vurt (nomadic tent) in
the main fover, where a culde will descrilbe Kazakhstani
traditions and lifs on the stzppe 1n English (three minutes)
You wlll then exit the vurt and proceed to nall number two, which
nouses The museum's mein collsctzen oI Xazeakhsteni cultural
artifzacts (30 minutes). 2ffter the tour, wvou will be ashked to
sign the guest reglistry in ths main Ifoyar You may De presented
with gifts here (traditfional robes, rugs, or bcoks).
Bacrground
The Central Museum 15 locatec dirscitily across from the
osresidentiel palace. If is the main cultural end nistoriczl
showcase for Kazakhstan. In October, tThe museum submitted an
application to verticicate in an international
vartnership procgram with the Univsrsity 0oi Pennsvlvania. The
orogrzam zllcows particlipanis to collaborats on exhibition planning
and collecticen management, and provides for excnanges oI curators
and oifher mussum ersonnel. The program 1s supporisd by The
Imerican 2Associztion of Mussums.



KAZAKHSTAN: TALKING POINTS: CENTRAL MUSEUM

e Preserving the cultural heritage of a nation is a
challenging and crucial task, especially in such rapidly
changing times.

e The people of Kazakhstan suffered greatly in the past
century, but despite persecution, collectivization and
repression, your culture has been kept alive in all of
its richness and diversity.

e I hope that this museum's relationships with American
institutions continues to grow, so that the rich cultural
heritage of Kazakhstan can be shared with my country and
the rest of the world.



Discussion w/ Kazakhstan
Youth Leaders



EVENT P2PER: STUDENT LERDERS ROUNDTRBLE

Scenesstter

You will meet approximately twenty local student leaders frcm the
Kazaknstan 2Zssociation o Youth Leaders (KAYL) for a roundtable
discussion at a locel school The roundrtaple would give vou the
cpportunity Lo interact with voung peorle as thev confreont an
issue o©of concern, discuss 1ts ramifications, and plan an activicy
to geft students invelved in addressing the prcbliem The
roundtable discussion will be in Hussian with translaticon. The
setting will be & casuzl circle cf chairs 1n a school meeting
rcom. The student leazaesrs will begin with intr oduc*lo“s

ask vou ©o make a faw remarks. 2 general discussion will

The evenf will tTakes place zt 2Zlmaty school number 33 -- two ot
“he schcol's classrooms szrve as KETL's headguarters. Ths schocol
is zn attractive older building censtructed 1n the 1950's n=zar
the 2lmatyv cityv center and has besn recently rencvated % 1is
poth & primeryv and secondarv school with zll classes conductsed i1n
Pussian.

Backgrounc

XKEYL 13 based on & California leadership tralning model for
students and follows the mottc “Youth Teaching Youth” Tne group
concentrates on lsadership tCraining and cilvic sducation. Natalva
Bazlkmvitova and Elsna Vincgradova, both tzachers by protession, ars
Che group's aduli lezders K2¥L's student president is li-vear
old 2lia Telemtaveve and 1ts student lesaders range frem 15-22
years oi age

K271 has propcsed discussicon of elther human rights or the
environment Fach vear before the December 10 annivarsary of Che
passage of the UN declaration of Humen Rights, K&YL members
discuss human rights in Kazakhstan and the world, and plan =
related activity. You could lead off with some thoughts &about
Che universal nature of human rights and would hear now
Kezalkhstani students view the subjecrt.

Environment 1s an 1ssue of particular relevance given the lsgacy
0i Soviet nuclear testing on Kazakhstanl territory.

The students would discuss thelr concerns and plan & reslated
acciv1ty. You would be invited to lead off the discussicn with &
few remarks on the glcobal nature of environmental

crotaction. {(In REpril, KRAYL and USUS co-sponsored an Earth Day
clzan-up of a pooular Almaty picnic spoft on the banks of the
littie 2lmaty river.) This discussion could be expanded to
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Youllh Leadere Opening Remarks for Mrg. Clinton

-- Thank you for allowing me to join your meeting
tnday.

--  Youth leadership organizaticns like yours make a
real difference. They teach young people to be
confident, articulate leaders with ideas about how to
improve our world -- both locally and globally.

-- American youth leaders are interested in many of the
same issues that you are -- human rights, the
environment, education, and c¢hildren’s rights -- to name
just a few.

-- In our American tradition, it is important to do
more Lhan Just tallt about issues You need to join
fogether with others who are concerned about an issue,
come up with a strategy, and get out tnere and wake «
difference.

-- I suspect that you share this philosophy -- or you
would not be here today.

-~ I understand that in additlion to leadership
training, building a civil society is a top priority for
your group -- and a priority for many Kazakhstanisg.

-- In my view, the first step toward building a civil
society is to participate. Get involved in a project.
Reach out to the community. Clean a nearby stream.
Visit a hospital. Meet with your local officials to
discuss an area of concern.

-- I'd like to hear what your thoughts are -- about
your organization, aboul Lssuss of concern for
Kazakhstani young people, about your hopes for the
future. Because you are the future.
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LTST OF PARTICIPANTS IN THE MEETING
AT THE ASSOCIATION OF YOUNG LEADERS

Bakhmutova,
vinogradova,
Telemtayeva,

Zhaksembayeva, Nadyezhda

Kan, Victor

Bakhmutov, Olyeg

Gaynutdinov,

Oleynlk, Yulya
Skakov, Nariman

Marchenko,

Rakhmankuleva, Yulya

rogodayeva,
Mashbayev,
Pak, Lyensa
Bondaryev,

Pindus, Yulya
Kravtsov, Alexey
Faysov, Yuriy Petrovich

Kosophiddi,
Khoroshyev,

Mitin, Alexey

Musiyenko,

Abdygaparova, Bakhyt
Iivanov, Andrey

Dundultova,

Knenya, Tnna Twvannvnea

Kazachkov,
Kartashova,
Motovilova,

Pichugcov, Yuriy Vasilyevich

Primbetova,

ASS0CTIATION OF YQUNG LEADERS

(o2

youth public organization

36 Auezova Str., Almaty,
Phone: 7(3272)420468
e-mail:natl@leader.almaty.kz

Natalia Ivanovna
Yelena sergeyevna
Aliya

Maxim

Lyena

Natasha
S3erik

Ivan

Dasha
Anton
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Olga Yakovlyevna

Yelyena Georgiyevna
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KAZAKHSTAN: TALKING POINTS: STUDENT ROUNDTABLE

¢ I envy all of you your position right now. You are
moving into adulthood at a time when you can each
individually work to shape the future of your country and
influence the dramatic changes taking place around you-in
a way that few people in history have had the opportunity
to do.

e As you have learned, those who wait until they are older
to act will not solve the problems of the future. It is
those who take advantage of their youth and energy to
tackle the problems they see now who will lead this
country and this region toward a better future.

e The fact that the KAYL is based on a project that took
place in California illustrates the extent to which the
walls between you and your peers in the U.S. have been
torn down.

e With dedicated young people taking responsibility for
their own futures on all around the globe, I am confident
that when power passes from my generation's leaders to
yours, the transition will be smooth and the future

bright.



US Mission Event



EVENT PRPER - J.5. COMMUNITY M=ZET 2ND GREET
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You will be escorted by the Ambassador frcm Furmancva Street,
passing througnh the Embassv front entrance and lobbv, then
zx<iting 1nto the Embassy Courtvarca 2 podium will be instzllied
under the courtvard canopy. You will be introduced to the
assembled communlty by tns Ambessador and then deliver some
oreparsd rzmarks Following veour remarks, vou will be esccoroed
by tha IZmiessador Lo ¢gresi The communiiy members wno will be
lini“g the sidewalks and parking lot of the courtvard.
Photogranhs mey De Taksn as vou are speaking and as wou pass
through t{he zudiencs.

The U.S. Zmbassyv coened in Fepruary 1992 and moved to 1Ls present
site 1n October of that vesar The chancery was bullt at the
peginning of the century as a mercnhant's residence and later
Decame 2 medical museum The two-story building and its
adjolnlng annsx ar= located at 89¢/%7a Furmanova Street 1n central
Almety The main chancsry building now houses the offices of the
Zmbassador, political/economic secilon, the defense attache
office, the information programs center, andg the regilonal
security oiflce; The annex houses the consular saction,
administrative sectlon, the regicnal mediczl oifice, the foreign
agriculturel service, znd the U.S. 2gency for Internationel
Developmant The U.S. Iniormation 2gency, the Peace Corps, and
Che Toresign Commercial Service are located at other sites in
downtown Rlmaty.
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HEADLINE: COLLEGE GRAD OPTS FOR PEACE CORPS AFTER SURVEYING THE JOB MARKET

BYLINE: IAN MILLER

S,

BODY : —

Whefi Tan Mill;b surveyed the job market after he graduated from college last
year, thé& Irwin resident decided it would be wise to get away. Rather than kick
back on an extended vacatien in a tropical paradise, he enthusiastically
accepted a difficult challenge.

Miller joined the Peace Corps and will leave later this month on his first
assignment - to live and work in Kazakhstan, an impoverished central Asian
nation that previously was part of’EEg_?g;aer Soviet Union.

In a message to readers, Miller loocks ahead to his overseas adventure.

Last April, with my graduation from Penn State pending and the life in the
real world drawing near, I decided to apply to the Peace Corps. I was surprised
at the very tedious and competitive process, in which one of four are accepted.
I - bmitted an in-depth application, essays, resumes, transcripts, and various

rs. My name went from Penn State to New York to Washington, D.C. 1 was
L 4 and prodded by doctors and dentists, fingerprinted by police, and asked to
provide & list of any illegal activities in which I had taken part. My
application was scrutinized by interviewers, recruiters, doctors, lawyers, and
securlty specialists.

Finally, almost a year after this process began, I received a letter stating
I had been selected, out of a very competitive pool, to live and work for little
more than room and board, in an impoverished Third World country. Perhaps I'm
crazy, but I accepted the invitation with much enthusiasm.

I will be leaving May 29 for Kazakhstan, a part of the former Soviet Union,
and a country I'm not sure I'd heard of before. It 1s located in Central Acsia,
and is bordered by Siberian Russia to the north and China to the east. For the
most part, it 1s in the middle of nowhere.

To my surprise, Kazakhstan is a huge country, and has a great supply of
natural resources and industrial potential. Unfortunately, with the collapse of
the Soviet Union, many of the transportation and supply channels have been cut
off, leaving the country and its citizens in economic hardship. The people have
an average income of only $ 1,600 per year. Poverty in warm weather 1s difficult
anough, but when the winter temperatures often dip down to 40 degrees below
zero, the aches of being poor become even harder to bear. To make matters worse,
there are often weeks where residents are without electricity, heat, or hot
water. It is not shocking then, that there is a high rate of alcoholism. The
honest ones say they draink to forget about their problems, while others are
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more sheepish and say they drink to stay warm, or even to ''protect themselves
from the radiation.'' The country is plagued with the environmental problems of
r “ear waste and contaminated rivers.

. realized when I joined the Peace Corps the work would be extremely
difficult. There is much work to do, and much adversity blocking the way to
progress: poor conditions, lack of supplies, and apathy are barriers, Lo name a
few. But the chance to make a difference and the opportunity to help are the
main reasons I have accepted the invitaction.

Tc aid the people of Kazakhstan in establishing themselves on the world
market, I have been asked to teach English, recognized as the internatiocnal
business language. I will help instructors in learning modern teaching methods,
and will attempt to establish nationwide networks to better allow teachers to
share their ideas and limited resources.

But possibly more than anything, I will be looked upon as an ambassador from
the west. For many, I will be the first American they have ever seen. As such, 1
will have to discuss our politics, culture, and the diversity of the American
people; our virtues and as our vices. I also will have to persuade the Kazaks to
understand that Michael Jackson is not the zenith of American music.

In similar fashion, I will have the great fortune to observe and absorb a
very foreign culture and land. I will sample the food, such as roasted sheep's
head or, the national dish, horse stew and dumplings (yum). I will learn their
languages, dance to theilr music, attend their festivals, and, hopefully even
have the opporcunity to ride a camel.

This cultural exchange, exploring the similarities and differences between
1 s what excites me most. I look forward to seeing the puzzled faces when I
L them that the skin color of Americans range from black to white to vellow
or red, or that women are looked at in status egual that of men (legally, at
least), or that homosexuals are no longer looked upon by many as sick and
perverted creatures.

The next two vears of my life will be spent in Kazakhstan not to force
''superior American views'' upon others, but to communicate and share 1ideas,
and, most 1mportantly, to learn. There will be many problems and disagreements.
But because we all enjoy the benefits and burdens of being human, I believe any
differences will be lost when we are able to find a common ground. This sounds
very idealistic, I realize, but I think that with patience and compassion,
ideals can become reality.

And now, as the day of my departure draws near, the many emotions swirling in
my head are heightened. I am excited and anxious of the adventure that lies in
front of me, not to mention a little bit scared. I'm happy at having been given
this opportunity. I am sad apbout leaving my family and friends behind, and
lonely that I must face this adventure on my own. However, I'm ready for it, and
can't wait to dive in and explore.

LOAD-DATE: Mav 24, 1997



Govt. of Kazakhstan-
Hosted Reception




EVEINT PRPER: GORK-HCSTED RECEPTION

W
@]
®
3
(1]
(6]
D
-
t
()]
[

At the conclusion of wvour oificlal schedule, the government orf
Kazakhstan will host & reception in your honor. This will be a
valuable oppeorftunity Lo meet z oroad spectrum of Kazakhstani
oolitical ard sociel leaders Some 0 the guests are likely to
accompany President Nazarpavev on his trip to Washington November
15-12 for the U.3.-Kazakhstan Joint Commlission me=2Cing.

The government has not vet chosen a sits Ifor the recsovtion.

There ars a number ¢l suitapblse sites that are oiten usad Ifor
official rsceptlons, including the Ankara hotel (a Turkish-owned
five-star hotel 1in the clty center); the House of Recertions (Dom
Privcmov), the recepiion hall for the Ministrv of Foreign
Effzirs); or rriendsnip House (Dom Druznbi), a reception and
coniersnce hall situatad next to the Dostvi hotel in the ity
csnter The recepitlon will last 60-90 minutes.
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m rs ne govern and Mrs. Nursultan
Nezzrbavev, newly nam Bazlglimbavav;
Fo:elgﬁ_MiAiscer_;nd s G ; Chairman of The
State Committee for Investments Akhmetzhan Yesimov; Yerzhan
Utembavev, tThe Director of ths kgency for Strategic Planning;
Defense Minister 3S=2rik Rlitvnbavsv, Economy Minister Umirzak
Shukevev; Cmirbek Balgeldie, the Chairman oI the Sznate; and
Marait Ospanov, thz Chairmen of tThe Parliament



KAZAKHSTAN: TALKING POINTS: GOVERNMENT RECEPTION

e I have had a very short time to appreciate a small
portion of your wonderful country, and I think it is
important to tell all of you how fascinating and
enriching this trip has been.

e T had the opportunity to meet with representatives of
Kazakhstan’s past, present and future:

--Through my visit to the Central Museum I gained a better
understanding of the rich heritage that has carried this
country through many generations and many trials.

--At the reception held in my honor, I had the opportunity
to interact with several women leaders who are very capably
bringing the needs of women to the fore as this country
finds its path through these years of change.

--Finally, at my meeting with the KAYL, I was granted a
brief glimpse into Kazakhstan’s future, which, 1f the young
people I met with this week continue their work, will be
very bright indeed.

e Thank you for your warm hospitality and for sharing with
me the diversity of your peoples and culture. My country
too is one of great human diversity. In that, we find
strength.

e TOAST: “Kazakhstan’s greatest wealth is not its
resources, but its people. It is by coming together as
one nation that the people of Kazakhstan will achieve the
vast potential that will enrich all your children's
lives.



Central Asian Conf. on Women
in Politics Keynote Address
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Central Asian Conference “Women in Politics”

USIS and USAID, together with the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung Foundation and Mobil Oil, are
proud to sponsor the Central Asian Conference “Women in Politics”, put on by the local
NGO "LIANA." This is Liana's third annual conference for Women in Central Asia. USAID
is sponsoring travel costs for 30 to 33 women from Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and
Uzbekistan. These participants include elected officials, high government officials,
independent journalists and outstanding NGO leaders involved in human rights,
businesswomen’s associations, media associations, women leaders and women’s resource
centers. They will join together with many activist women from Kazakhstan to discuss a
lively agenda of women’s involvement in political issues.

~The program includes discussion of the legal status of women in the Central Asian Countries,

\

how to measure growing women’s activity in political life, political education of women and
their participation in election campaigns. The conference will include roundtables on the role
of NGOs in increasing women’s political activity and the role of mass media in increasing
women'’s political activity.

LIANA is an NGO devoted to women’s issues in Kazakhstan and the other countries of
Central Asia. LIANA is active in supporting the introduction of laws which benefit women.
It also encourages women to become active in NGOs and has hosted two previous
conferences on the topics of Women in NGOs and Women in Business. LIANA has
participated in several USAID NGO training programs.

L Of the 137 women in attendance, 58% of them have received USAID assistance. They have

benefited from USAID trainings in broadcast journalism, NGO& Community, Project Design,
NGO Management, Strategic Planning, Public Education Through the Media and Fundraising
for Development. Nineteen have traveled to the United States for training in fiscal
federalism, pension systems, health insurance management, NGO leadership, developing
public understanding of economics, maternal and child health, judicial system reform, human
rights and democratic development, management of welfare systems and health facility
management.

The women represent 16 NGOs which have received USAID assistance in the form of small
grants totalling $159,000 for projects in sectors of women'’s issues, poor families, pensioners,
civil society, human rights, NGO support, legal and judicial issues, children and youth, arts,
crafts & culture, and independent media. USAID welcomes activism on the part of all
women and NGOs in Central Asia and hopes this tradition will carry on in all five Central
Asian Republics. '



Meet and Greet with
Prominent Women



EVENT PAPER: LUNCHEON WITE LE2ZDING WOMEN OF KAZAKHSTAN

We are arranging & lunch in vour honor at the Ambeassador's
residence. The lunch is designed to gilve vou an oppertunity to
speak i1n some depth with leading women 1n the Kazakhstani
government, business, mediga, and NGO communities apout the

challenges thev face unique to Kazakhstan. 7You will enter the
~Pmbassador's residence through the front deocr, where vou will be
net by Ambassador Jones. Sne will introduce vyou to the other
guests while standing i1n the living room, and then wvou will all
oroceed inte the dining rocm, directly to wvour rignt. The lunch
will last aooroxwmateiv 45 minutes Some ©f the participants may
present you with gifts or informational material about their
organizations duLlwq the lunch.

Background

The Ambassador's residence is a newly-puilt twe story home at the
southern end of Almatv. Construction of the residence was
cecmpleted in summer 1996, and the Ambassador moved 1n Rugust.

The residence is in a gated compound wilith Two other homes, one of
which 1s the Australian Ambassador's residence. The embassy is
completing negotiations for the purchase of the residence.

Guest list

The lunch will be attended byv no more than 20 pecpla. Manv or
the Kazakhstanl invitees speak and understand English. The
Kazakhstani invitees include:

Valentina Sivryvukova, Deputy Minister of Labor and Socizal
Protection,; Zinaida Fedectova, Senator; Ralsa Sher, Member of
Parliament; Livazat Ishmukhamedova, President, Associatlon of

Single Mothers; Maisiva Kalipozarcva, Director, United Nations
Gender Center; Irina Katseyeva-Chernolovskeava, 1lndependent
journalist; Saule hbdigapparova, President, Association for Youth
Assistance; 0Olga Bakhareva, President, 2lmaty Specizl Olvmpics
Federation; Raushan Sarsembaveva, Presildent, Asscclation ci
Businesswomen of Kazakhstan; and Svetlana Sinitskava, President,
Association of Wcmen Journalists of Kazakhstan.
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List of Potential Participants
vViait of the First Lady
"Maat and Craeat” with Prominant Kacakhstani Women

1. Ablova, Natalia (ob-LOW-vuh, Nuh-TALL-yuh)
Kyrgyz-American Human Rights Bureau Director

2. Babajanova, Rano (Bah-bah-JON-uh-vuh, RAN-nho)
Chief editor, TV Channel-Seven

3. Bakhareva, 0Olga (bah-KHAH-reh-vuh, OLL-guh)
President, Special Olympics, Kazakhstan

q. Balliyeva, Zagipa (pbuh~LEE~yeh-vuh, zuh=-GEE-puh)
Chairwoman, Central Election Commission

5. Chernolovskaya, Irina (chair-nuh-LOW-v-sky-uh, I-REE-nuh)
Journalist, former director of television station
“Family Channel”

6. Fedotova, Zinaida (feh-DOH-tuh-vuh, zin-eye~-LE-duh)
Senator of the Republic of Kazakhstan

7. Foklna, Ninel (FUH-k1-nuh, n~NeEe-nuhl)
Cheirwoman, Almaty Chapter, Helsinkl Watch Committee

8. Ishmukhamedova, Lyazat (ish-moco-ka-MYED-uh-vuh, lee-vuh-ZAHT)
Precident, Association of Single Mothers

9. Kainazarova, Mansiya (k-eye-nuh-ZAH-ruh-vuh, man-SEE-yuh)

Director-€Coordinator, United Nations Gender Center
10. Kenesbayeva, Saule (ke-nesg-BUY=-yeh-vuh, S-OW-lay)
President, Women’s Association “Liana”
11. Korzhova, Natalya (KOR-zhuh-vuh, nuh-TALL-yuh)
Minister of Labor

12. Loar, Theresa
Women's Issues, U.S. Department of State
13. Margolies-Mezvinsky, Marjorie

, Women’s Campaign Funds, USA
14. ! Nazarbayeva, Sarah (na-zar-BUY-eh=vuh, SAIR-uh)
~ wilife of the Presldent of the Republic of Kazakhstan
~15,. Petuhove, Ludmila ((peh-TOO-huh-vuh, lood-ME-1luh)
2 Head of the Women’s Club “Ynam” (Faith)
16. . Rashidova, Sayura (rah-SHEE-duh-vuh, sah-YOU-ruh)
. MP and Ombudsperson
17, 'Sarsembayeva, Raushan (sahr-sem-BUY-yeh-vuh, R-OW-shahn)
. ‘ President, Business Woment’s Association of Kazakhstan
’18.'“§avost1na, Irena (suh-VOH-stee-nuh, ee-RAY-nuh)
Cheirwoman, Pensioners’ Movement “Pokoleniya”
Shamcutdinowa, §Svotlana (chahm~coot-DEEM uh wuh, swvet LAl nuh)
Deputy Director, Consumer Rights Protection Organization
20, Sher, Raisa (sSHARE, R=-eye-EE-suh)
Member of arliament, Republic of Kazakhstan

19.

2% . Sinitskaya, :Svétlana (sih-NIT-sky-uh, svet-LAN-nuh)
, Chairwoman, Assoclation of women Journalists 1
22. Sivryukova, Vaalentine (s5iv-RYOU-kuh-vuh, vall-uhn-TEE-nuh)
Deputy Minister of Labor
23. Turmagambetova, Zhemis (toor-mah=-gahm-BYET-uh-vuh, ZHEMM-iss)

Deputy Director, Kazakh-American Humen Rights Bureau
24, Yertlesova, Zhannat (yair-TLESS-uh-vuh, ZHA-nat) .
Deputy Minister of Finance




KAZAKHSTAN: TALKING POINTS: WOMEN MEET AND GREET

The women gathered here today represent exactly what
women worldwide have sought for many generations. We
have all worked hard to gain positions of leadership in
industry, politics, business, and society. I am honored
to be given this opportunity to meet with so diverse and
successful a group.

Our successes will serve as examples to our daughters,
but there is much to achieve before we can rest. Women’s
needs must be better met in our changing world,
particularly on such important issues as gender equity in
the workplace and the availability of adequate health and
child care.

We must work to create a world in which women can balance
our professional and personal lives in such a way that
both are happy and fulfilling.

Women must work together to achieve equality. Unless we
work with and for each other, we have no guarantee that
our needs will be met.

No one can deny the fact that such depends upon the
participation of women at the highest levels in both the
public and private sectors. Civil society cannot succeed
without women like us, for the equal participation of all
its members is necessary for the shaping and achieving of
common goals.



