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FACT SHEET - KAZAKHSTAN

U.S.-Kazakhstan Relations

The United States became the first country to recognize the
Republic of Kazakhstan on December 25, 1991. In January
1992, the United States opened its embassy in Kazakhstan's
capital, Almaty. Since then, the United States and
Kazakhstan have developed close political, security,
economic and commercial relations. The U.S. ambassador to
Kazakhstan is A. Elizabeth Jones, who assumed the post in
October 1995. Cooperation in support of the
nonproliferation of weapons of mass destruction has formed
the cornerstone of U.S.-Kazakhstani relations since
Kazakhstan's independence. In 1994, the U.S. transported
600 kilograms of weapons-grade uranium from Kazakhstan to
safe storage in the U.S. The United States 1s providing
over 170 million dollars in assistance to Kazakhstan under
the cooperative threat reduction “Nunn-Lugar” program.

U.S.-Kazakhstani security relations have also grown closer
since Kazakhstan's independence. 1In 1996, the U.S.
government provided six coastal patrol boats to Kazakhstan
to enhance the country's ability to strengthen its export
control activities on the Caspian Sea coastline. The U.S.
has also provided assistance and support for the Central
Asian peacekeeping battalion (see Military Issues, below).

As of October 1997, the U.S. has provided over USD 250
million in technical assistance under the Freedom Support
Act to support economic reform and the development of a
democratic society in Kazakhstan. U.S. companies have
invested more than USD 1.5 billion in the development of
Kazakhstan's economy, primarily in the oil, gas, and power
generation sectors. U.S. foreign direct investment (FDI) 1in
Kazakhstan accounts for Approximately 45 percent of all FDI
into the country.

Kazakhstani President Nursultan Nazarbayev made his first
official visit to Washington, D.C. in May 1992. Secretary
of State Warren Christopher and Vice President Albert Gore
visited Kazakhstan on separate trips in 1993. Since 1994,
the U.S.-Kazakhstan Joint Commission has met annually. The
Joint Commission is co-chaired by President Nazarbayev and
Vice President Gore, and addresses the full scope of U.S.-
Kazakhstani relations in its meetings.



The government of Kazakhstan officially marked the transfer
of the country's capital from Almaty to Akmola with an
opening ceremony in Akmola on October 24, 1997.

Humanitarian assistance

Since 1992, the United States has provided over USD 130
million in humanitarian aid to Kazakhstan. In 1996, the
United States donated surplus snow removal equipment,
electrical generators for children's hospitals, food,
clothing, and medicine and medical supplies to the
government and the private sector. In addition, the United
States, principally through USAID technical assistance
programs, works closely with the government and the NGO
community on public health issues, including vaccination
programs, family planning, pre- and post-natal health and
nutrition projects, And programs to combat infectious
respiratory and diarrheal diseases. The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention also have an active program in
Kazakhstan, working with the Ministry of Health to fight
hepatitis, cholera, and diphtheria, and to control the
rising tuberculosis rate.

Economic Assistance

Assistance to support the transition to a market economy
USAID technical assistance and training programs have been
central to the U.S. government's efforts to assist
Kazakhstan's economic transition. In 1996 and 1997, the
United States assisted in the preparation of Kazakhstan's
application to join the World Trade Organization (WTO), and
helped the government to create and regulate a stock market.
It has provided consulting and training programs for tax
system reform, adoption of international accounting
standards, private sector development, health sector reform,
banking, and telecommunications. With U.S. government
support, the Central Asian-American Fund provided over USD
18 million in loans and support for small and medium sized
private enterprises in Kazakhstan. The Peace Corps is
active in Kazakhstan. As of October 1997, there were 84
volunteers working in almost every region of the country,
primarily in English teaching, environmental, and small
business development programs. '

Assistance to support the transition to democracy

The U.S. supports the development of non-governmental

organizations (NGO's) in Kazakhstan. Dozens of grants have
been provided by USAID-funded organizations to promote NGO
development, including a number of NGO's that are promoting



independent media and legal reform. As of the end of FY
1996, more than 300 local NGO's had participated in USAID-
funded training. In addition to this work, the Embassy's
Democracy Commission managed by USIA awards grants annually
to local applicants for democracy-building programs. The
U.S. government also supports anti-crime, anti-corruption,
and counter-narcotics efforts in Kazakhstan. The State
Department's Office of International Criminal Justice
coordinates programs among thirteen federal agencies,
including the Department of Justice (DOJ), the Federal
Bureau of Investigations (FBI), And the Drug Enforcement
Agency (DEA), to provide training and technical assistance
programs to the Kazakhstani government.

Bilateral Economic Relations

The United States seeks to promote economic reforms in
Kazakhstan by encouraging trade and investment by U.S.
companies. A trade agreement between the U.S. and
Kazakhstan, which came into effect in February 1993,
provides for reciprocal Most-Favored-Nation Treatment and
creates opportunities for U.S. and Kazakhstani business.

The agreement facilitates trade by allowing the free
operation of commercial representatives in each country, and
offers strong protection of intellectual property rights
(although enforcement continues to be a problem). A
Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT), which was signed in May
1992 and entered into force in January 1994, provides legal
protection and assurances for U.S. investors, including
treatment at least as favorable as that given to domestic
enterprises -- guarantees of unrestricted transfer, non-
performance requirements, and full access to binding
arbitration in case of disputes With the host government.

In October 1993, Kazakhstan signed a treaty with the U.S. on
the avoidance of double taxation. This treaty went into
force as of January 1996.

Kazakhstan 1is subject to Jackson-Vanik trade restrictions.
However, 1in 1997, as in years past, Kazakhstan has been
granted a waiver and enjoys Most Favored Nation (MFN) status
with the United States. The Clinton administration will
review Kazakhstan's Jackson-Vanik compliance in the fall

of 1997 as a first step toward removing Jackson-Vanik
restrictions and giving Kazakhstan unconditional MEN status
with the U.S.

Military Issues

Since independence, Kazakhstan has accepted all the relevant
arms control obligations of the former Soviet Union. On May



23, 1992, the United States signed the Lisbon Protocol to
the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) with the nuclear
successor states of the former USSR -- Kazakhstan, Russia,
Belarus, and Ukraine -- committing all four to reductions in
strategic nuclear weapons. Kazakhstan ratified the Start
Agreement on July 2, 1992. 1In December 1993, Kazakhstan
ratified the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) as a
non-nuclear weapons state. In April 1995, Kazakhstan
returned the last nuclear Warhead on its territory to
Russia.

On December 13, 1993, the U.S. and Kazakhstan signed an
umbrella agreement that provides the legal framework for the
provision of Cooperative Threat Reduction (Nunn-Lugar) funds
for the safe And secure dismantlement (SSD) of nuclear
weapons. The U.S. committed $104 million to assist
Kazakhstan in eliminating START-limited systems and weapons
of mass destruction (WMD) infrastructure, including silo
launchers, heavy bombers, and liguid rocket fuel storage.
The U.S. also committed $35 million to enhance the security,
control, accounting and centralization of nuclear weapons
and fissile materials. An additional $33 million was spent
to encourage military reductions and reforms through defense
conversion projects, to provide support for projects for
former Kazakhstani weapons scientists through the
International Science and Technology Center and to fund
defense and military contacts.

On June 5, 1992, Kazakhstan and seven other NIS countries
signed the conventional armed forces in Europe (CFE) treaty,
which establishes limits on categories of tanks, artillery,
armored combat vehicles, combat aircraft, and combat
helicopters and provides for the destruction of weaponry in
excess of these limits. On July 2, 1992, Kazakhstan
ratified the CFE agreement. In May 1997, Kazakhstan
ratified the CFE Flank Agreement.

Kazakhstan opposes proliferation of nuclear, biological, or
chemical weapons or related technologies. It maintains a
defensive military force of about 60,000. The military is
committed to reform and improving the quality of life of its
soldiers. Kazakhstan has an all-conscript army, but would
like to move toward a volunteer army. Kazakhstan is an
active member of NATO's Partnership for Peace. 1In 1996,
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and the Kyrgyz republic established
a Central Asian Peacekeeping Battalion (Centrasbat).

In September 1997, Centrasbat hosted a military exercise in
the spirit of the Partnership for Peace in Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan. Troops from The United States, Russia, Turkey,
Latvia, Georgia, and Centrasbat participated.



Political Conditions

Kazakhstan declared its independence from the former Soviet
Union on December 16, 1991. In the December 1991
presidential elections, President Nursultan Nazarbayev ran
unopposed and received 98% of the vote.

The 1995 constitution concentrates power in the presidency.
President Nazarbayev is the dominant Political figure. The
constitution, adopted by a referendum marred by
irregularities, permits the president to legislate by decree
and dominate the legislature and judiciary; 1t cannot be
changed or amended without the president's consent.
Presidential elections originally scheduled for 1996 did not
take place, as president Nazarbayev's term in office was
extended to 2000 in a separate 1995 referendum, also marred
by irregularities.

Kazakhstan's bicameral parliament was elected in December
1985. Under the Constitution, the Parliament's powers are
limited. It cannot initiate changes in the Constitution or
exercise oversight of the executive branch. While the
president has broad powers to dissolve the parliament,
parliament can remove the president only with the consent of
the Constitutional Council, which is largely controlled by
the president. However, members of parliament do have

the right to introduce legislation. During parliament's
first full session, nineteen bills were drafted by deputies
for consideration.

There are many small political parties. Most parties are
weak, and with the exception of the Communist Party and some
of the ethnic-based political movements, have little
influence outside of the capital. Most opposition party
members decided not to participate in the December 1995
elections and are therefore not represented in the
parliament.

The judiciary is under the control of the president and the
executive branch. The judicial system 1s being restructured
to bring it into line with the Constitution. The lack of an
independent judiciary makes it difficult to root out
corruption.

The government generally respects the human rights of its
citizens, including the basic rights of freedom of religion,
speech, and assembly. The Constitution provides for
peaceful assembly and association, but there are significant



restrictions. Prior approval of local authorities is
required to hold a demonstration. Organizations that
conduct public meetings must register with the government.
Organizers of unsanctioned demonstrations have been arrested
and fined or imprisoned, and members of independent trade
unions have been harassed.

Independent media is tolerated, although the media practices
self-censorship and the government maintains control of most
printing facilities.

Kazakhstan's population of about 16 million consists of 45
percent Kazakhs and 35 percent ethnic Slavs, with many other
ethnic groups represented. The government discriminates in
favor of ethnic Kazakhs in government employment, where
ethnic Kazakhs predominate, as well as in education,
housing, and other areas. Most of the population speaks
Russian; only about half of ethnic Kazakhs speak Kazakh
fluently. According to the constitution, the Kazakh
language is the State language; the Russian language 1s
officially used on a basis equal with that of the Kazakh
language in organizations and bodies of local self-
administration.

Foreign relations

Kazakhstan has good relations with all of its neighbors. It
joined the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) 1in
December 1991. Kazakhstan is a strong proponent of dialogue
and cooperation among CIS states. It supports regional and
international efforts to resolve peacefully the conflicts in
Tajikistan and Afghanistan.

Kazakhstan joined the organization on Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) in January 1992 and the United
Nations and the North Atlantic Cooperation Council in March
1992. It is also an active participant in NATO's
Partnership for Peace. Kazakhstan is committed to observing
international legal obligations and human rights commitments
under the OSCE.

Kazakhstan is also developing ties to its Asian nelghbors.
In 1992, Kazakhstan announced the establishment of a
Conference on Interaction and Confidence-Building Measures
in Asia (CICA) to promote regional stability. The
organization 1s still in its infancy.

Economic Outlook




Kazakhstan is completing the initial phase of its transition
to a free market economy. Inflation in 1997 was less than
two percent per month, a substantial improvement over
earlier years. The National Bank of Kazakhstan allows the
national currency, the tenge, to float. The tenge 1s

fully convertible with the U.S. dollar.

The transition costs to a market economy have been high.
One of the problems hobbling Kazakhstan's economic recovery
is the debt burden between enterprises, estimated at well
over one billion dollars. The arrearages problem 1is
particularly acute in the energy sector, with many private
and commercial customers unable to pay for supplies.

Another difficulty for the government is paying pensions for
retirees. As of June 1997, government pension arrearages
amounted to approximately USD 500 million; annual government
pension payments total slightly more than $1 billion. In
April 1997, President Nazarbayev ordered his government to
begin paying all pensions on time as of July 1, 1997 and to
pay all pension arrears by December 31, 1997. The
government, with assistance from USAID, is drafting
legislation to replace the government pension program with a
private pension system. Kazakhstan expects to begin phasing
in the private pension program on January 1, 1998.

While official unemployment figures are low, hidden
unemployment is estimated at 30 percent. The steep decline
in production that plagued Kazakhstan since independence
bottomed out in 1996, when GDP showed its first modest
increase. GDP is expected to grow by two percent in 1997.

Natural resource sectors dominate the Kazakhstani economy.
Kazakhstan has proven reserves of 15.5 billion barrels cf
0il and estimated reserves of three to six trillion cubic
meters of natural gas. O0il production increased during
1996, reaching its 1993 level of 23.5 million tons per year.
Production in 1997 is expected to increase to 27 million
tons. Natural gas production also increased in 1996, to 6.4
billion cubic meters, climbing more than eight percent over
1995 levels.

Privatization continued at a rapid pace in 1997. Although
the government of Kazakhstan remains an equity partner in a
wide variety of businesses, state-held shares in hundreds of
enterprises have been reduced or eliminated. As of June
1997, the bulk of the petroleum sector was privatized.

Rapid privatization has also occurred in Kazakhstan's
electric power sectcr. More than half of Kazakhstan's



generating plants were sold to private investors between
early 1996 and June of 1997.

Kazakhstan has run a trade deficit since 18992. 1In 1996, the
current account deficit amounted to USD 845 million (roughly
four percent of GDP) and the trade deficit was USD 397
million. In the near term the trade balance will likely
remain negative, because Kazakhstan's ambitious investment
program will require substantial capital goods, and demand
for imported consumer goods will likely increase. As of the
first quarter of 1997, net international reserves of the
National Bank of Kazakhstan were slightly above one billion
dollars, sufficient for three months worth of imports.
Kazakhstan has been successful in attracting foreign direct
investment, which amounted to USD 863 million in 1996.

Kazakhstan's geographical position - landlocked in the
center of Eurasia -- makes it dependent on its neighbors'
transport links to get its goods to world markets.
Kazakhstan's railroad system links it to Europe via Russia,
to the Persian Gulf via Iran, and tc the Pacific Rim via

China. 1In May 1994, Kazakhstan signed an agreement with
China, Pakistan and the Kyrgyz Republic to upgrade a road
network over the Karakarom Mountain Range to Pakistan. The

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 1is
financing the improvement of the port at Aktau, on the
Caspian Sea. Regular air flights connect Kazakhstan with
Europe and some Asian countries. In 1996, four major
European carriers -- Lufthansa, KLM, Austrian Airlines and
Turkish Airlines -- had non-stop flights to Almaty, and by
June 1997 Kazakhstan had signed flight agreements with
Malaysia and Singapore, although flights had not yet begun.
Kazakhstan's government-run railroads are in very weak
financial condition. The three state railroad companies
merged in January 1997.

Kazakhstan has a developed road network connecting all its
major cities. However, lack of funds since 1991 has left
most routes poorly maintained. The World Bank, Asian
Development Bank and Islamic Development Bank are jointly
funding a USD 284 million highway rehabilitation project
connecting Almaty with the future capital city of Akmola.

Environmental Issues

Kazakhstan has suffered disproportionately among former
Soviet republics from the shrinking of the Aral Sea and from
serving as the testing ground for the Soviet Union's nuclear
programs. Kazakhstan has identified two major ecological



disaster zones -- the Aral Sea and the Semipalatinsk nuclear
testing facility -- and is actively pursuing compensation
and rehabilitation for victims living in these areas.
Kazakhstan wants to work with the international community on
environmental issues and has participated in conferences on
regional environmental problems, including those concerning
the Aral Sea. The USD 22 million U.S.-led initiative for
the region is helping alleviate the environmental effects of
desiccation of the Aral Sea basin, provide potable water for
area residents, and facilitate regional cooperation through
multilateral water-sharing and resource management projects.
The Kazakhstani parliament became more vocal in 1997 about
the necessity for environmental clean-up in its disaster
zones and in the area around the Baykonur Space-Launch
facility.
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Dramatic economic decline. FKazakhstan’'s economy, largsly
dependent upcn 2Xiraction and export ol 1ts vasi snergy rasource,
as as agricultural oroduction, was savarsly pattered in the
vears immedlat togllowing the breakup of the Soviet Union.
Trade disloczrticns causad by thne breakup resulitad in a declinsz in
GDP and industrizl output of 54 and 52 perceni, raspectivaly,
betfween 169 T st hit ssctors of ths =2conom.
were 1n ls, construction, 1:
' tout fall, state rev 235 shrank
ment to drastically
Densicns to starte ors 2y
ﬁearly 4 percsnt © I )
vowillin
rzIicrm, espe
z2yving ofF
ncrol over
erin
O 1o
Time recC

New Prime Minister’s uncertain commitment to reform Much ot
this success can be atirikbutsd To t: poclicises ¢t formsr Primsa
Minister Xzzehegeldin, who rssign rom office on October 10,
gstansiply for neszlih rsasons President Nazarbavewv namsd Ml
Zelgimbayev, wWho wes thne head oI th2 state o1l compenwv 23 the
°M, oromlszing theit sconomic ooliciss would v the cZcurss T
is too earlv to judge

Privatization. Zlthough the government maintained 2z 3izad:
commliment ©To macro-economic stabilization pelicizss, its
imzclementation of asures f promote privats s$=CLory growth havs
NnoL Deen as success e small firms are =zlmost sntively In
gcrivate hands, grivatization has moved forward only fitfully ior
large-sczls enterprises. A shift in 1994 awav from “1nscantc
crivatizabtlon to hiring foreign advisors to restruchture
enterprises and prepars them Ifor privatization has been
mecderately successful, with several large enterprisss (mostly in
Che snergy sector) having been scld to forsign investors
However, =Iforts Dy some minlsitries to ke2p soms macdium-s

larger firms {(and their revenue flows) in government nhand
undarmined the process znd undersccrsd the pervasive corr

that glegues Kazakhsian The government claims tc have
“corrected” this problem and asserts privatization will be
complated by the end of 129%9& Agein, the October changs in
government mevy undarmine the commiiment to vrivatization.
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business climate for foreign invesiors, passing laws that in

rincipls guarantee fair treatment and foster & mors Western-
st7l2 business snvironment. 2As a result, Kazakhstan received
scome $3.5 billion in foreign invesiment -- mestly in the all
imporcant ¢il and gas sactor - 2v the 2nad of 1228, Nevertheless,
in practice XKazaekhstan’'s inadecuate l2gzal infrastructure,
Irsguent tax changes, and cumbersome, offen corruot Dureaucracy
DOSE S£rious obstaclss o Zorelign investors.

U.S8. investment. UJ.S. investmeni in UuntTs to
socugnly I total Zoreign $i.4 killion.
Thara 5 U.3 panisa aza«xnstan.
MostT o the ¢il and gas, Zzoi o ation, legzl,
ana ac sinsssses Th= orincizael U.S. pol goal in
Inis a ra t© U.S. companies nave =2gual access and
T awards arzs mede 1n an cpa2n and CYXInNsSDarsent mannar.
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Mixed record.
Centrzl 2s

}-i-

7

)

trails neighbori

tne holding cof £ an
the came when comzoarad
issue OI press Ir=scon

s somewnesre 1n thes middle ground in
and protsection of human rights It
in actuel practice, [or sxampls, on
lections I- is5 certainly ahsacd of
wlth Uzbekistan or Turks ' on tne

Strong presidency. Thes Constitu n of X
DowWar in the presidency; President Nursul
dominani political rfigurs Tre President
can nsither be describsd as an zpsclute a
2T a svystem wherse dissent was unknown and
comfortable w The pracitlces of & moder Yo
rezlistic enough to tolsrate, nowever, The Lrap L
democracy, as well as some oI 1fs gilve zand Céare, der to
attract Western invasimant and political zacceptance The
Constituticn, adepted by a 1265 refizrendum marrsd Dy
: ol =srmits thes president To legislate by dacrze and
gl ture and judiciary; 1T Cannot D2 changed or
cresident's consent.
judiciary. Preside lections ¢ Llvy
did not take vlace, = ident Nzzerbayev's
2 «Cendec to 2000 in ate 18295
reisrsndum, 21so marred by irregulariti e 1995 Constitution
simited parliazment's powsrs, zlthough m 0 warlizmeni have
svercised fTheir right to introduce lagi n Th2 judiclary
rol of the prasid o The 2
independence nhas mede 1t di
ient corruptilon. Judges reportsedly can oe
oliclt bripes for favorable rulindgs
13 appointment ¢i new Justice Minister
ov could improve tThe situation
-respacted and commititsa to fi —ing
wants to rastructure the Ka tani
model

'y
]
e
-
=3
)
o]

asic

e

o

ens eanjoy in tnsory —-

1C rights ofi freedom of

1S 1 The process ol
ar have adopted & n
5 =rtheless assert at
d r tion. Law znicorcsament

ino: ctioc Oof tThe lzw TO arrest
cpoonents Mambers of ths security forcses
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1995 public survey conducted by the respected Internztional
Foundation for Zlection Svstems (IFES), current ethnic relations
betwesn Kazalkhs, Russians, and other minorities ware judged to pe
tzirly rslaxed, o expectation oi dramefic change.

Religious practice. P2rnaps Than its Centrzl Zsian
, Hazzlhstan accept 2l Soviet atneilstic
religious practics nave deep rocls in
Kazakhstan. The governmant olarant view O religious
observance ¥ respsc gnht of 1lts citizens to
WOrsnip Ir cover erfarence The Constitution
does regul Dooln toreign religion n
The S 2ss50C e Cconcductecd Min
”””” governme T in praccica ths govarnment
opolntments.
slam is = falth zcceptac DY Lhe MaJjoritiy
who worsnlp regularly, Luif religious
=11 kinds ars C in Kzazakhst
ants have alleged some low-lzval government
=2d by complaints Trom Russizan Orincacs and
wWno resent tnsir acrtivitias. Somes Jshovah’s
z2iso claimeg¢ persecuticn Seceauss ol Their reiusal
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KEZEZKHSTEN: WOMEN'S
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Demographics of women. Hazakhstan has z pooulation of nearly
10.7 million, of which 8.2 million are female. In 1995, 4.5
million Kazalhstani women were between 15 and 49 vears of age;
this figurs 15 expectad teo rise to 5.1 million by 2015 Lite
zxpectancy for women 1s 70.4 vears and the fertilicy rate is 2.5
births per woman. The literacy rate for FKazakhstani women in
1880 was 96 percent, compared witnh 97.5 sercent for the general
populatlcn. Women have unrestricted access to higher education
Political participation. Thesre are no lsgal restricitions on the
vcarticipation of women in politics The Constitution pars
discrimination on the basis 0f sex, but tne versistance of
traditional atfltudes means Thatl fsw women nold nigh offiice or
clz, active parts In oolitical lifs Th ' 12 Temala feoderazl
miniscter (cf-l4>, Sut no femals Srovinci nors {ikims! In
the parliament, of 47 senate members, I omen; of o7 lowar
house memoers, nine ars women Kazalns cermanent
represaentative, Akmerzl Zrystanbekove, woman

Employment issues. Employvment 0f women 13 growing and in January
12¢6, women made up 48 percent of workers The majority of
Kazekhstani women work 1n tThe =ducetion, hezalth cars, and
husinesss secicrs. Since indspendence, more wcmen have mceved into
pusiness In 1595, 20 percent of those involved in small
CLSLnec=e¢ NETS WOomen There is no l=gzal discriminaticn against
lously underrepresentad 1n high-level
rprises and cover-redressnited in low paving
omen szem LG pe More suscepribls to labor
ark ch In 1985, more than 50 percent of the
5,700 workers who reported to the government that thev had lost
Chelr jops wers women, many with higher or specialized secondary
education and mcre than fen vears work experisnce. Working womsn
zre also responsible for running the housencld znc child care
W Y Ceptives has glven wWomen more cnoice

Domestic violence. According to human rights groups, tners 1s
considerzble domestic violence ageinst women. L local NGO, the
Feminist League, estimates that hundreds oI thousands of
KaZ“'HSLanl women ares the victims of spousal abuse Police ars
often reluctant to intervene, considering 1t to be the familv’'s
pusiness, unless they belisve the abuse 1s life-fhreatening. The
maximum sentence for wife beating is three vears, but few such
cases are prosecuted. The government has not specifically
addressed the problem. Law enforcesment authorities reportad
1,805 cases of rape in 1886. The punisnment for rape can rangse
from four to fifteen vears Most cases of rape go unravoritad
There is very little coverage 0f rape 1n the press.
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sector to addrasss women’s rignhts. The Rlmaty Women
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Fourth World Conference on Women. Ms. Roza K=2nznetaeva, head of
the Social-Pclitical Department of the 2dministration of the
Prasident, ila2d the Xzzalhstan delegation Lo the Fourth Werlca
Conisrence on Women Ms. Sarz Nazarbazsva, President of the
Pepublic’s “Bobelk” Touncation, and wlis oif the Presi wWas The
honorary head of ds [ ference, Kazea n did
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KLZEKHSTAN: PCOPULATION AND FAMILY PLANNING

Ethnic mix. razaknstan heas
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ethnic Kazakhs {(criginally Turiic nomads), erc zre ethnic
Slzvs (Russians, krzinians, Belarusians, ctners), and ebout 20
sercaent are ©f Other =2Lhnlc Qrigins

Age breakdown In Kazekhstan’s opopulation
teenaqg 33 percent; wWOriking
vecpl working age 12 psrcs

average Kazakhstzni lifs axpectancy Was ©5

the UN, Kazakhstan’s population 1s gstting
portion of the porulation hes incrsased by

1390, whils tnsre navs be small decrsess

SoDLiaT1lon roups Mors en 44 percant o
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Chen nline millzon; conly ons percent O the populztion is
officially registerac as unsmployvea Aowevay, nidden
unemplovmeni 1s estimefed To De more than ten pesrcant
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Strategy to grow the population. Fecsnily, Lne government’s

strategic pvlanning agency draited & strategy To increase the

oopulation International donors have exprassed concern thait ths
entr state olanning
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Over the last five vears, the uss of the
intrauterine device increzssd by 32 perce
dropoed by 15 pearcent This data 1s clear
cvidence that contrzaceptlve use nas been a
r The U.S an take mucn credit £
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Deteriorating conditions. Thiriy percent of Kazakhstan’s
oopulation 1s under thsz age of 15. Like azll segments of the
porulation, children nhave DbDeen zifactad by the economic hardship
Nazalhstzn nhes experisnced 1n the transition to a market-orisntad
economy Zimost nalf 0f 21l kindercartans and dav nurssaries in
Yazakhstan were closed between 1921 and 19 In addition,
orrnanages havs had difficulty meintaining adequate living
conditions and meeling Dasic nutriticnal recuiraments )
Chiidren’s neeltn care has also sufifzred in the transitlion veriod
—= sl¥iv-nlne percent ¢f cnildrasn under the age oI Thr2e suifer
from anemle, and respirztcry and dizrrheal disesases remain maior
lhillsrs of young children Infant morteality in Kazakhstan is
about 40 per 1000 mirthns, a2 nhigh figure

Aral Sea disaster. Cnildren in The EZrzl 3ea =cological disaster
zone nave suifered disproportionately in the transition periond
Elthough infant mortality in tThe zone has decreased 1n recant
years, 1L remains higher than tChe naticnal avarags The United
Statnes covernment actad guickly in 1994 t©o help implement Vics
Srasicent Gore’s $22 million Arzl Sea initizcive. Tha
initilztive’s goel was To bring potabpls watzr To the psorle of ths
Erzl 5 region. Thls progrzam has changed focus from local
enginesring projects To multilaterzl efforts to address watar
sharing and resource managsment 1ssues Since 152, over 3130
million 1n humanitarian assistance has been providad to
Kazarhstan, much of which went to children’s hcspitals or
institutions working wifth chilcran

Vaccination rates. With {he help of U.S. tschnical zssistzance
orograms, childhood vacclnation has becoms more common: 72
percent of children are routinely inoculatad against measles, 93
vercent have begun a DPT s=ries, and 100 percent are incculzaitsd
agaxnst polic.

Disabled children. Local non-governmantal organizations nave
neen Sf*angtHOhod Lo provide services to children wlith phvsiceal
and mental disabilities f{including the 16 percent of children
with stunted growth and the 3 percent of esmaciatad children)
Last year one of these organizations was instrumental in having
legislation introduced specifiically to assist cersons with
disabilitiss

Adoption EU present, tnere are no clezar laws coverning thes
adoption of Kazakhstanl orphans by Iforeigners and each locelity
' 0 croximately 25 adoptions bv U.S
1 T r Kezakhstan 1s n C
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Child labor Zbuss of child lzbor i1s generzally nct z or

elthougn child lapor is routinely used 1n zgricultural a

2soecC auring Tne narvest ssason Children unaer th

16 may work onlv with the permission of the loczl admini

and thes trade union in tne enterprise in wnich the child
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Declining government spending. 2nnuzl health cars sopencaing has
clummeted since iIndependence to less than ten dollars oper cagpita
23 Kazakhstan nas pDagun Lhe diiificult: Znsi o & marlet
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35vstTam has ssponsi
medicarticn Crzatment

Smoking and alcohol Lifessitvle beneviors such zs nheavy smeohking,
2xgessive zlcohol consumption and & nigh fat dist nave z1s0
contributed Lo the decline in lifs =2xpectancy The govearnment
iould like t©o improve public sducatlon but 1s constrainad DV 2
lack ci Tunds

Environmental health issues. Cartain segmenris ¢f ths pogulation
=v=2 2ls0 sndangersd Dy aenvironmental pelluticon (zrimarily, azrcund
Tne Zral Sez in central Xazakhstan) and the long-term 2if=scis of
rzdiation exposure from Soviat-era nuclear testing Drograms [nea
Semivalatinsk, 1n ncrthern Kazakhstan) In the Zral Sza reglon,
J.S. and intsrnaticnzal zssistances 1s focused Cn Droviding ACCess
T2 Dofapls wiater for tThe local nopulztion In Semipzlatinsi,
J.S. numanitarian assistance has provided medical squipment and
expertise to hels freat the high rates of cancer, lsukemie anc
S1rith defects causad by radizfion exXposurs.

Tuberculosis. Kazakhstan’s
the highest in the worl
j 1

0fficizls estimats as many as ons-itnil:
- .

Reform efforts. Wit sistance Ifrom the U.S
Kazalhstan has pegun to take inexpensivse steps to refo
nealth care system Lo provide Droad access to aifordab

(D



th care maenagement Tto tne lccal
I1th insurance, streamlining
1

/ - J
infrestructure by closing hosoitals
That are no longer vizable, ilntroduclng privatlzatlon ol selacted
heaith carse feclilities, and privatizing the charmaceutical



The USG has p: tan zpproximatsly $31 in
numanitarian, investment promciion c=
since Y 92 b far the leargest re L USG
assistancs in r The USG budgetad 3543 Iox
programs in razeakhs N Thls high levsl of Zunding
raflzacts strong cooperation belween the USCG zna CGovernmant of
Kazakhstan {(GOK} in pursuii of markst economlc rastruciuring,
demccratic reicrm, and elimination of nuclezr weapons. Tha USG
nas contriputed an additionel 516.%6 millicn ©To the UNECR zand
Int=srnat 1 Organizetion ¢f Migratign's 1597 Joint Zprezl for
CI3 Migreaetion Confizsre [ Up Ior Trograms in XKazalhsto as
we1l z2s Hyrgvyzstan
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Cenral Asi ise Fund. The Cantral 2s
Tnt2rorise zlso sugpporting thz devel 1
n mM-$iz Drises 1n Xaza tan, las i
wyrgyzsten an nenistzan), Tnrough 1T3 ec T
micro-lending ces The USC has budgete tor
fund activit: Kazekhstan since Y 92 nvestad
513.37 ot ds in Iood progsssing, ma
orinting, atlon, &nd OTLAer service pusinessa
Democratic Reform. The USG has tudgetsed aporoximately S1°2

11 ) cracy building programs in Xzzakhstan. Much of

orT f focused on developing non-govarnmantal

organizations, including legal anc Dusiness soclstiss, 25 & wavy
to lazv the baesic foundatlon ci & civil soclety Our oDrograms
nave also sought fo strengthen the Kazakhstanl Parlizment as an
independent politiceal institution, and zssistad that oody's legal
rzform efiorts 2nother kesyv focus of USG zssisztance has been
support for independent tfelavision stations zgross Fhetean
Health rt for the Reproduct: Healtn Services
Expansior Xazaknstan s=sks Lo rscuce the rates of
matar and eboriions through th2 use of modern
contx ID ailso rfunds =z hospital peartnershilp pD2tween
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ough water snzring agrezmenis amo ail =

J &g
repuzlics which 2 T 2rz1 S22 Sasin USARTD 1
with Lne CGOK Lo z laczl and regulateor, I
Kazakhstan's ¢il and gas industri=as Thesz prcjsc ¥
ettract investmeni TO il and gas secicor and tTo cromets
cleaner burning ensrgy sSvYSTems such 25 natural ¢gzs znca
nygaroelactricity.

1

Security Issues. 13720 ceivag OV

Y 22 under tn Deapar s Cocprers

for Nunn- Spev*__ orojects K a

inclu - f missile si1los, closure of nuclear
fCastl Zion Of ticlogical w=szpons {(3W)

croduct! 2, reftraining of BW scilsntists, and
Drovi bozts To the Kazalhstani nNavy If0or =xnort
contr 12 Caspien Sea

Humanitarian Assistance. 2lithougn humanliiarian assistance 13 no
longyer 2 major fccus of zssiscance orograms in Xzzakhstern, ohs
JSG did deliver S5Z3 million in meciczl sgulomeanit, medicines, and
variocus other commoditizs donatad by tne U.S. Depzriment oI
Dafense and privats voluntary organi:atloﬂs in FY 97

Training and Exchanges. USIA runs az full rangs ot in
Kazakhstan including t: Fulbright Program, the =r

Scnocl zZxchangs, ifns 2 CGraduazte Program, zand ithe
International Visito cram USRAID 21so suppberis

fzrmer programs onat volunteers from the UJ.5 Lo

Co advisa Ryvr erg' on access Lo cCredig, s
start-up, b G, and producti distribution/ma

in addition nagers and scientlists particlpate in
the U.S. De Commerce's Specizl Zmerican Business
TnTernship am, which provides for 3-% month
internships S. companles
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OVERVIEW

OF U.S.

MISSION

Starff The U.3. mission in 2lmaty

amplovees and about 250 local natio
State, Derfsnse, and Commerces,; the U
Develo nt,; the U.S. Information X
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e Enhance Kazakhstan’'s Tles to Western security st
commitment To non-proliferztion;

e Encourage markst reiorms fnat creats 2z Zavorabls
investmenti climeate ana reduce corruption;

e Dromote tThe devalopment oi democraeticC Instituilo
sncourage respect Tor human righits and ruls of 1

Activities. The mission

—han £5 U.S. companias re

'orks To sugceori lncreasse

Securlity cococoeratlon It providss
Xgzavnstan make tne Transition to a
voluntesrs T2ach glish znd busine
Throughout Kazeakhstan. 211 agencie
political reform and ths aevsalopmen
oy the rule of law
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Cabinet of Ministers

Prime Minister
First Deputy Prime Minister
Deputy Prime Minister
Minister of Agriculture
Minister of Defense
Minister of Ecology and Natural Resources
Minister (Economics)
Minister of Education, Culture. and Health
Minister of Energy. Industry. and Trade
Minister of Finance
Minister of Foreign Aftairs
Minister of Information and Public Accord
Minister of Internal Affairs
Minister of Justice
Minister of Labor and Social Security
Minister of Science and President of
the Academy of Sciences
Minister of Transport and Communications

Mimister and Commission Chiet on Akmola Move

Kazakhstan

President
Nursultan Nazarbayev

(since 1990)

Nurlan Balgimbayev
Akhmetzhan Yesimov
Aleksandr Pavlov

Serik Akhimbekoyv

Lt. Gen. Mukhtar Altyvnbavey
Serikbek Daukeyey

Yerzhan Utembayev
Krimbek Kysherbayev
Asigat Zhabagin

Aleksandr Pavlov
Kasymzhomart Tokayev
Altvnbek Sarsenbayev

Lt. Gen. Kairbek Suleymenov

Bavurzhan Mukhamedzhanoy

Natalya Korzhova

Viadimir Shkolnik
Yerkin Kalivev
Farid Galimov

g\\f‘ﬁw

Admaty

Year of Independence: 1991
Population: approximately 17 million

Key Kazakhstani Officials

Presidential Aide
Chairman, State Commiittee on Investment
Chairman, Kazakhoil National Oil and
Gas Company
Vice President. Kazakhoil
Chatrman. Presidential Agency for
Strategic Planning and Retorm
Chairman. Central Bank
Chairman, National Commission on Securities
Chairman. National Security Committee (KNB)
Secretary. Security Council
Chairman. State Committee for
Investigations (GSK)
Ambassador to the United States
UIN Permanent Representative

Parliament

Chairman. Majlis (lower house)
Chairman. Senate (upper house)

Nurtay Abykavev
Akhmetzhan Yesimov

Baltabek Kuandvkov
Timur Kulibayey

Yerzhan Utembavev

Uraz Zhandosov

Aben Bektasoy

Maj. Gen. Alnur Musayey
Beksoltan Sarsekoy

Zharmakhan Tuyakbayev

Bolat Nurgalivev
Akmaral Arystanbekova

Umirbek Bayvgeldivey
Marat Ospanoyv

Octoher 1997



KAZA. JTAN

Population: 16.9 million

[-thnic Divisions:

GOVERNMENTAL STRUCTURE

-- Kazakhs (40%)
-- Russian (34%:) - _
Date of Independence: 16 December 1991 1 Parliament
Status of Constitution: Enacted 5 September 1995 - - \
Status of Political Reforms: ‘ N
-—-Most political power in Kazakhstan is bestowed upon Senate C:“_‘J'l's
the President. He appoints regronal governors (called Clljm.”:al:l‘ Glrm{m’
Al 2 Ll v ey e - mirbek dara
“.ll\'lll]s), mlnl.slcr.x.. and the |t,gl§|dllll't,,'uln Ltl” for new BAYCGEIDIYEV OSPANOV
parliamentary elections; and has a relattvely free hand o o

on foreign policy. The judiciary also remains under the
control of the President.

-- Although the opposition parties are weak, since Fall of 1996,
they have been able to hold a number of successful
demonstrations against the government's wage and pension
arrears.

--Nazarbayev has banned ethnically-based political parties to
try to forestall separatist movements in the predominantly
cthnic Russian northern regions.

-- While personad freedoms and human rights are generally
respected in Kazakhstan, there remains substantial self-
censorship in the media and opposition figures have been
harassed.

Composition of Legislature:

-- The Magihis and the Senate are the two houses of the Parliament.
Most of the 42 members of the Senate are elected by the locad
parliaments. with seven Presidential appointees. The Majilis has
07 members thatare direcdy clected by the people.

- Although the legishiture has the right to introduce legislation. it
cannot inttiate changes i the Constitution or exercise oversight
of the executive branch.

-- Despite its hmited powers, the legislature has taken a more
independent stand i the Tast year on environmental issues and
managed to fower the nimimum retirement age i the new

pension L,

President
Nursultan NAZARBAYEV

Constitutional
Council

Regional Governors

Prime Minister
Nurlan BALGIMBAYEV

State Investment
Committee

_Alglyjclz!u_n_l_Y ESIMOV

President, KAZAKHOIL
Baltabek KUANDYKOV

[ Ministries
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rirst Ladies Speak Out on
Women’s Health

OMMONHUEALTH asked First Ladies in the NIS and CEE

to talk about women’s

health in their nations and

their work in health promotion for tamilies. The First

Ladies of Kazakstan and Latvia submitted written an-

swers 1o a set of questions. Future issues of COM-

MONHEALTH will include interviews with other First Ladies.

A

Saéa lazarham, First &w of Xazakstan.

O

SARA NAZARBAEVA, FIRST LADY OF KAZAKSTAN

What are the most important health issues
facing women in your nation?

Kazakstan is moving toward a market
cconomy, [t is well known that everything
that 15 new suffers "growing pains”™ In such
times, life is espectally difficult for women.,
Thev are working in factories on equal foot-
ing with men. They also must take care of
ke families and children. There is no ume o

about one’s health, although there are
nwny problems, such as the extremely high
Jeve] of abortions, and an increase in breast
19906

CovmyvoNHiatiy - Fawn

and reproductive svstem caneers,

sexuallv transmitted discase as well,
In several rural regions there are
practically no healthy women;
many of them suffer from anemia.
This is because of unfavorable cco-
logical conditions left as an inher-
itance from the past. (See articles
on Senmipalatinsk, p. 25-29 of this

1ssue.)

How are you using your role as
First Lady to advocate women’s
heaith issues?

We have established the charity foun-

dation Bobek (Baby) for the children of

Kazakstan, and I serve as s president. Tts

work is directed toward the children, and

hence toward the families and the moms of

these families. It s very important for
women to know how to support their own
and their children’s health and how 1o pro-
vide good nutrition for their families.
Our foundation is closely collaborat-
ing with the Republican Center of Moth-
ers’and Children’s Health Care, whose pri-
mary mission is the care of pregnant

women and those with gynecological dis-

Unfortunately, there s a growth of

cases, We have several joint projects, which,

when tulblledawillimprove the situation,

If you could alleviate one health challenge
confronting women in your country, what
would you choose?

Currently, our foundation pavs a great
deal of atention o the education and up-
bringing of children and teenagers. Thev
are our future, our hope, The Tuture of the
country depends much upon how we
manage to teach our chifdren to preserve
their health while they are voung.

I would like to start more consistent
and systematic work with teenagers, with
voung girls and vounger children. [tis very
important 1o make them enthusiastic
about good health, which s so important
for a fite tull of value. Fwantto show them
the dangers of smoking, alcohohsm and
drug addiction. It is necessary to explain 1o
the voung people inan attractive wayv the
rules of private hvgiene and safe sex (if i
18 not possible to avoid it before marriage).

I hope for the collaboration in this field
with ATHA, which has experience in pub-
licizing of healthy hfestyles among the
population.

Kazakstan has an enormous amount of
territory and alow density of population.
That is why the inhabitants of distant rur-
al regions do not have any maodern infor-
mation about healthy lifestvles and about
their responsibility to preserve their own
health and that of their children. In these
conditions, 1t is verv important to orga-
nize with the help of mass media a wide-

scale public education program,
AINA ULMANE, FIRST LADY OF LATVIA

What are the most important health issues
facing women in your nation?

Women's health and health problems

Phoin by By ninsnl

+
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OoDY :
WE'VE HEARD THAT...

The perfunctory diplomatic dinner got a bit of a lift Monday night when Veep
1 Gore persuaded Kazakh President Nursultan Nazarbayev, his wife, Sara, and
aughter, Dariga, to sing a few Kazakh folk songs. Nazarbayev, who had earlier
n the day given President Clinton legal documents committing his nation to
onnuclear status, joked that "if I gave up 1,100 warheads today, this 1is
othing." He then sang two folk songs with his family, and Dariga sang one
lone. The audience applauded wildly.

‘0 Rep. Martin Hoke's comments abcut a Washington producer's "beega
. " continue to plague him back home. The Cleveland Plain Dealer, which has
n. _-tically kept the story alive for a couple of weeks, now names a secretary
t an Ohio law firm who claims that last year Hoke pinched her in the thigh and
alled her a "a sexy little thing." Hoke uneguivocally denies it ever happened.

"Blue Chips" -- the new Nick Nolte basketball flick -- almost didn't make it
o the big screen. The original negative of the flick was being processed when
t was drenched in mud and water during last month's massive earthqguake in
alifcornia. Director William Friedkin considered shelving the film but instead
ad the film reproduction folks at Technicolor clean it frame by frame. It opens
.2re Friday.

One of the 120 winning bids in an auction of old Concorde seats came from
Jlexandria's Ben Rich, an American Airlines pilot who forked over $ 250 and who
as put the cnairs in his living room. British Airwavs, which is i1n the midst of
pdating the supersonic jet, put the old chairs up for bid recently and donated
he proceeds to charity.

Robin Williams, in Paris to promote "Mrs. Doubtfire," rented 22 (that's
ight, 22) videos to be delivered to his hotel one recent weekend. Most were
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Kazakhstan's territory extends as far from east to west as Washington, DC. to Saht Lake Citv: its
16 million people are concentrated at its corners around a large desert. Ethnic Kazakhs constitute
only 46 percent of the population, but view Kazakhstan as their homeland. Russians comprise
lran 34 pereent of the population, while 9 percent are Germans, Ukrainians, and other Europeans.
Russian is the predominant lunguage for all cthnic groups in government. industry. the big citices,
and the north. Kazakhs in the countryside know little Russian.

Each of Kazakhstan's regions has a unique cthnic mix and economic interests. The northern region
hus o majority European population and grain-belt agriculture. coal mines. and heavy industry.

all of which were integrated into the Russian cconomy during the Soviet era. The western region P\
has a sparse. primarily Kazakh population, as well as most of the country’s oilfields. The castern
region. which includes the capital, Almaty. is evenly divided between Russians and Kazakhs and
hus diversified manufacturing and agriculture. The southern region has a predominantly Kazukh
population and a Central Asian—-type economy centered on cotton and irrigated agriculture.
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EVENTS IN ALMATY
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K2ZAXKHST2AN - LLMATY SCENESE
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1. In reality, much of

Early history. ZIimztv stancds on the site of the Silk Road casis
of Almetu that was besisged pv the Mongols and destroved in the
13th century The Russzians built the frontlesr post of Vernev on
the site 1n 1284 and sstifled Cossacks (Slavs from wesfarn Russia
and U¥rzine) ana Sliberian peasants around the Iort By 16877,
Vernev's pcopulation was 12,000 The town was iflattened by
ezrrnguales 1n 1887 and 1911 In the late 13th and early 20th
centufles, ne Ccity was a rleace of exils Tfor many dissidents in
thz Russie ir=2, incluzing Leon Trotsk:
Soviet history. The cityv was renamed Rima-2te (“Iathsr of
apolas”) in 1921 znd becams the capltal of Scviet ¥azaknhstan in
1923, The Ccity was connectad [o Siberia in 1930 by the
Turkestan-Sitoeria railroad tlme-RBra orew guickly during World
War I1 when r[actories wers rzalocatsed thare IZrom the Nazi-
Chreatensd westarn USSR, many Slavs Joinad in the exodus and cam
to Kaza¥hstan to work in EZlma-2ta's factories Entire
commurn Zizs of ethnic XKor=ans in the Far East and sthnlic Cermans
" 1 German republic wers [orcibly rasettled ©O
e war due to 3talin's parancia thet Lhesy
ovliet war efiort Most remzlned in
~sar. Ethnic Kazakhs {the Turkic nomads who
ory Of Kazakhstzan) submittfed cuietly ©o
Te of tha deaths of mil ci pecpie during
ed by 5talin's Iorced ctivization of th
S.
Riots 1in 1986 In 1536, thousands in rotasted Moscow!
replacsment of an sthnic Kazakh by an sian z2s the nead
-~ Xazalkhstan's Communilist Party. Rio nd police hkilled
several students and injured hundreds. Zlma-2ta was Th
center of 2 successiul campaign tLo st nuclesar testing a
tne Semipvelatinsk fest range in north nstan The city
was renamed 2lmaty after i1ndependsance
Move to new capital In 1994, President Nazarbavev decided to
move the countrv's capital fLo the neorthsrn city of Rkmcla, tThe
T rovincial city of Tselinograd and center of
Ki l-Tated wirgin lands program that was intended to
[ n's northern steppes into The breadbasket oif the
us official opening of Rlmola as Kazakhstan's capnital,
originally scheduled for late-October, has besen reschedulsd for
garly December. 2lmaty 1s expacied to remain Kazekhstan's
mmercial and cultural capil T C
r nt ‘ 0

Q0O
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d =4
nment will continus € ncTion in Zlmatv until the
necessary infrastructure can be constructed 1n Zkmole.
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1s & olezasant city, wlih wide trze-lined
d lots of green space. Almatyv does
fexr . om ccal-firsd neating plants and automobils
tralfilc, SOmMETIMES CDSCUuring the view 0L Lne spectacular Tien
St {“hea 1 tzins Thnat rises majesticzlly zlong the
c! . Meost of tne city's arcnitscture is low-
r r ¢f sarthcguakes.
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the countrv's thnic C rcent a2
Kazakhs, 32 pe Siavs, and 20 percent are of other
origins. The ing majority of Zlimaty's citizens s
Russian 25 TAns languace, althcugh Kazakh 1s incre=a
hezrd on the s the ciltyv. Very fsw peopls speal ¢
211 grolfessions ars reprasented in Zlmaity, but The majoric
tne pcpulaticon works in govarnment, ssrvics induscries,
husinzssss, cr sducation
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resident 0oIfflces in 2lmaty Most Bmerican businesses

ara involved In The 01l and gas or ths minerals secitor,
increasing numbar oI service industries (banks, aszcounting firms,
and law Ilrms) and rstail businesses are opening



Kazakhstan 1s 1n the midst of remaking itself, its veople set
; on the road tc economic and democratic rsicrm, and to
] a

On reflection, This 1s ceritzinly not surprising EZlmatv was
an 1lmportant casis on tne old Silk Recad, and the CTrads cof
coods and ideas is intrinsic to Xazaknstani culiturs

ricans lova the challenge ana 2=x
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RKAZEAKESTEN - DEPARRTURE STATEMENT

My visit to Kazakhstan has
I sc many opportunitis
Trom all walks cf life, al

11 T had hoped it would be.
meet and talk with Kazakhstanis
ing selflesslyv to build their

want to thank President and Mrs. Nazarbavev Ifor theilr
.. . r

e
mth of their gre=sting
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1ndness of spirlt I felt in each Xazekhstani 1 was for:
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Parsponalities Likely To Meet The first Ladyv, Bv Site:

es: Saule Xenesbawveva, Director, LIANA women's

Si:te GCOR-nosted receptlon
Fezrsconzlitias: (a2} President and Mrs. Nursultan Nazarbavev. (D)
orime minister Nurlan Balgimbavev, () Forelgn Minister and Mrs
Kasimzhomart Tokavevw, (d) Chairman of the State Commititee for
tments Rkhmetznan Yesimov, (e) Yerzhan Utembevev, Director,
cency Loy Strategic Planning, (f)
Defense Minister Serilk Altvnbeavev, (g) Economy Minister Umirzak
Shukevev, (n} Omirbek Baigeldy, Chairman 0of tne Senate, (1) Harat
Ospanov, Chairman of the Majilils (lower house of Parliament)
Site: Luncheon at 2Ambassador's Residence
Personelities {a) Valentlna Sivrwvukova, Deputy Minister of Labor
and Social Protection, (b) Zinaide Fedotova, Senator {c) Ralsa
Shar, Member of Parliament, (d) Liyazat Ishmukhamedowu,
President, 2ssociatlon of Siqgle Mothers, (e} Malsiva
Kaipozarova, Director, United Nations Gender Center, (f) Irina
Watseveva-Chernolovskava, independent journalist, (g) Saule
cbdigapparova, President, Zssociation for Youth Assistance, [(h)
Clge Bealhareva, President, Almaty
Special Olympilics tederation, (1) Raushan Sarsembaveva, Preasident,
2ssociatlion oI Businesswomen oI Kazakhstan, (J)
Svetlana Sinitskava, President, Associatlion ol Women Journalists
of Kazakhstan



Ribbon Cutting-Almaty
Women’'s Wellness Center




TVENT PARAPER WOMEN'S WELLNESS CENTER
Scenesetterx
The Women's Wellness Center is one of thirteen such centers bei
established in the New Independent States through U.S.-funded
medical partnerships The 2lmetv Women's Wellness Center is
based on a model crezated by tne Rmerican International Health
EPlliance's wcmen's health task force and the Almatv-Tucson,
Zrizoneg hospital rartnersnip.
Your visit marks tThe official ovpening following major renovatio
“hisg summer mace vossibls py USREID and medical zersonnel from
Tucson
Tour motorcads will crive througn the gates to the hospital
grouncs This 13 a narrow roadway The motorcade will prccasd
to Che 2ntrancs 0I Lhe Csanter You will wzlk IZrom vour vehicls
up approximately 10 steirs to the entrance Therse zrs two door
one sincle, one double, separatesed by a2 veryv small fover el
will anter the reception/wziting room where the ribbon-cutting
will Taks place The 1 d £ ' ds d
ths =ducation room, wnhi o
vou will have an opooriunlty
or pre-natal care
Bzclkgrouna
The goal oI the Women's Wellness
cocmerenensivae hszalth care ©o
clinical pravention services,
componant 0L Lness centers 1is
imoorfant 1ink between health
tne u1se oI iforacco and alccho
Bullding upon four vears of work in maternal and chxld hezith,
the center Dbegaen oIffering services in the summer orf 1287 in the
arzes oif sexually Lransmitted disease preventlcon and scresning,
brezst and c=rvical cancer screening, family planning, and
educetion/counseling services for women in all stages of the
reproductive health cycle, from puberty through menopause.
Unlike traditional familyv planning oriented centers, tThe RAlmaty
Women's Wellness Center Iocuses on the wnole woman; tne center
not restricted to serving only The reproductive nesaltn neseds of
womern:, but 1lncludes general health services as well.
The center 1s designed as an adaeptetion of z Western women's
services and education clinic and comprised of sight well-lit
rocms: & registration and walting erea, TWO examination rooms,
procsdure room, an operating room, an cifice for the director,

8]



ice fory nurses and migdwives, and & healt

maity Health Rdministracion 1s respcensibls for
costs of the Center. In its initisl vyear, the Cents
CO se2 approximately 100 clients per week,.
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Your cfficial host will pbe Dr. Tamara Xurmangalievna
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November 11 - Almaty, Kazakstan

Event: Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at the Almaty Women’s Wellness
Center

- Talking points on this AIHA event will be provided by Jim
Smith of AIHA.

- Should the First Lady wish to include remarks encompassing
total USG humanitarian assistance through Operation Provide
Hope, the following are suggested remarks:

o This Wellness Center, as part of the USAID funded partnerhip
program, is a symbol of a total U.S. commitment to the people
of Kazakstan that has been able to deliver over $315 million in
humanitarian assistance since 1992. NOTE: This is assistance
from all sources including Department of State, Department of
Defense Excess Property, USAID, and USDA.

o Since 1992, Operation Provide Hope, a continuing USG
(Department of State/Department of Defense) transportation
program funded through the Freedom Support Act, has worked with
over 400 U.S. private volunteer organizations to deliver
humanitarian commodity to the people of the Newly Independent
State (NIS) during a critical period of change and transition.
To date this program has delivered over $142 million to the
people of Kazakstan, assistance given from the heart from
Americans throughout the United States. We estimate that
through the end of this calendar year this Operation Provide
Hope will have delivered over $2 billion in humanitarian
assistance to the twelve countries of the NIS.
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FROM :

- -

NAME ; Tamara Kurmangalievma Chuvakova
DOB 1 | P6/(b)(6) [

PRESEMNI POSITION:

. Tamara Kurmangalievna Chuvakova is the head of the Women’s

Wellne 38 Center and ig also involved with other donoras to help
improv.= women's health in Kazakhstan. She does not speak
English.

BDUCATION:

In 1962 graduated from Kazakh State Medical Institute,
pediatrical faculty with qualification of doctor-pediatrist
(Diploma P 707615)

In 1969 by the decision of Almaty State Medical Institute council
was awarded by academic degree of candidate of medical sciences

("0 RTIAA TR

In 1971 by the decision of attestation Commission at Ministry of
Secondary and High Education of the USSR was given academic
dagraas sf senior worlcr (MNE 631482, Moocow). In 1988 by tha
decisim of high Attestation Commission under the Border of
Minist :rs of the USSR was given academic degree of Doctor of
Medical Sciences (MD 005324, Moscow). In 1989 by the decision of
State ‘ommittee of the USSR on people’s education was given
acader e sLalus ol PLUE\:bbUL oIy ¢hiaiy =f masmatalamyy (rn 0038¢8)

POST ¢ 'ADUATE TRAINING:

In 1981 and 19985, one month each year-studying at neonatology
chair of Central Institute of doctoxs training of Order of Lenin
(CIDTOL) on CSI "Up-to-date questions of physiology and pathology
of new-born period” for teachers (Moscow). Education in the USA
(have certificates confirming successful completion of

tralnings) :

- from 09.05. till 10.02.1993 ™ Lactation Management” San
Diego , slale Culiloionia

G
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Q. Grqd-ers ‘a* Wowmen's Wellnece (,ewh«'



FROM : Par@sonic FAX SYSTEM PHONE NO. Nov. 86 1997 ©83:15RM PS

- from 08.17. till 10.14.1994 “Maternal and child Health”,
Farmington, state Connecticut

- from 10.28 till 11.18.1995 “ Methods of neonatologists”
training in questions of organization of child-birth and
rhilArFanA" Thnrann. Ariemna arare

- from 02.12 till 02.14 1996 “Hogpitale emile to a child”-
UNICEF seminar and WHO, Sankr-Petersburg

PROFPES 3IONAL EXPERIENCE:

At preaent is the chief of neonatology course, the chief-
noenatoslogist of Ministry of Health of RK and coordinator of the
Republican Program “Protection, promotion and supportion, breast-
feading”. The teaching appointments is 35 years.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE (other areas of interest)

Family planning and women’'s health.
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u
NAME : Zhamilya Nugmanova, MD, Ph.D.
ADDREE3: i P6I(b)6) -
- 480100, Almaty, Kazakhstan
PHONE ¢ [ P6/(b)(6)
(3272) 501370 (office)
FAX1 (3272) 50 13 71
E-MAIL: Zhamilya@glas.apc.org
DOB: [ P6/(b)(6)
MARITAL STATUS: Married, two children

PRESENT POSITION:

Zhamilya Nugmanova coordinates all the medical partnership
programs in Central Asia. She is very active and involved in
health%care issue in Kazakhstan.

EDUCAT&ON:

M.D., 1972, Almaty Medlcal Institute

Teacher of English, 1976, Almaty Institute of Foreign Languages
Candic 1te of Medical Sciences, 1975, Research Institute of
Epideriology, Microbiology and Infectious Disease, Almaty
Speciz’ization in Immunology and Allergology, Research Institute
of Imrinology, 1972, 19975, 1980, Moscow, Russia

Doctor of Medical Sciences, Ph.D. in Immunology and Allergology,
1988, <{iev Medical Institute, Kiev, Ukraine '
Specialization in Internal Medicine, 1989, Almaty Institute of
Continuing Education

UNICEF Workshop on Qualitative Methods of Data Collection, 1990,
Braslov, Romania

Specialization in physical Therapy, 1991, Canadian College of
Natural Healing, Ottawa, Canada

WHO Workehops on Food and Health Data, on Nutrition Policy-
Making, 1990, 1991, 1993, Almaty, Moacow

Specialization in Health Administration, 1995, Virginia
Commonwealth Univerasity, Richmond, Virginia, USA

WORK EXPERIENCE:

Sept. 1995-Present
AIHA Regional-Director for Central Asia
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FROM : Panasonic FAX SYSTEM PHONE NO. - Nov. 86 19397 ©9:16AM P7

Oct. 1994-Sept. 19595

Deputy Secretary General on Science. National Academy of Sciences
of Ka: ikhstan

March 1989-0Oct. 1994

Head, Department of Immunoclogy and Food Allergy, Research
Ingtitate of Nutrition, Almaty

Oct .1979-March 1989 '

Senior Researcher, Research Institute of Epidemiology,
Microbiology and Infectious Diseases, MOH, Almaty

Jan. 1977-Oct. 1979

Academic Secretary, Reseaxch Institute of Epldemlology,
Microbiology and Infectious Diseases, Almaty

Sept. 1975-Jan. 1977

Junior Researcher, Research Institute of Epidemiology,
Microblology and Infectious Diseases, Almaty

Sept. 1972 Sept. 1975

Poet-Graduate Student, Research Institute of Epidemiology,
Microbiology and Infectious Disease, Almaty

LANGUAGES:
Kazakh Native
Ruseic1 Perfectly

Engliscn Fluent

Experience with wordrerfect, Word, Windows, Excel



ALMATY, KAZAKSTAN

EVENT. Ribbon Cutting and Visit to USAID Funded Women's
Wellness Center with First Lady of Kazakhstan

DATE OF EVENT: November 11, 1997

TIME of EVENT: 12:00 pm-12:45 PM

DURATION: 45 minutes

LOCATION: Perinatal Center

11 Zhubanova

Almaty, Kazakstan 480084
Tel: (3272) 23 82 28

Fax: (3272) 24 15 60

CENTER DIRECTOR: Dr. Tamara Chuvakova

AlHA CONTACTS: Washington DC: James P Smith, AIHA Executive Dir.
Tel: (202) 789-1136 Fax: (202) 789-1277
Almaty: Zhamilya Nugmanova, AIHA Regional Dir.
Tel: (0117-3272)501-370; (0117-3272)335-240
Fax:(0117-3272)501-371, (0117-3275)811-446

BACKGROUND: ALMATY WOMEN'S WELLNESS CENTER

Under a cooperative agreement with USAID to develop and support partnerships
between health care institutions in the US and their counterparts in the NIS, AIHA
and the Almaty-Tucson partnership have developed a model comprehensive
women's wellness center that is scheduled for official opening on November 11,
1997.

The Almaty Women's Wellness Center is based on a common model created by
a women’'s health care task force drawn from twelve AIHA sponsored
partnerships. The model has been adapted and implemented by the Almaty-
Tucson Hospital Partnership. As in the case of its sister women'’s health centers
in the NIS, the Almaty Center is a “joint venture” made possible by significant
local contributions. As its contribution to this partnership effort, Almaty City
Health Administration has provided space for the Center at the Almaty Perinatal
Center and undertaken significant renovations roughly equal in value to the US
contribution (Tucson and USAID/AIHA) in equipment and supplies of
approximately $100,000. The Center is designed as an adaptation of an
ambulatory western women'’s center and comprised of seven well-lighted rooms;
a registration and waiting area, two exam rooms, a procedure room, an office for
the director, a separate office for nurses and midwives, and a health education

American International Health Alliance
FLOTUS - Almaty, Kazakstan
11/02/97
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classroom. In keeping with the partnership program’'s commitment to sustainable
change, the Almaty City Health Administration is responsible for all operating
costs of the Center. In its initial year, the Center is expected to see
approximately 80 patients per week for services and a larger number through its
educational program.

Building upon four years of partnership activity in maternal and child health, the
Center began offering services in the Summer of 1997 in the area of sexually
transmitted infection (STI) prevention and screening, breast and cervical cancer
screening, family planning, and education and counseling services for women in
all stages of the reproductive health cycle, from puberty through menopause.
Unlike traditional family planning oriented programs and centers, the Almaty
Women's Wellness Center focuses on the whole woman; the Center is not
restricted to serving only the reproductive health needs of women, but includes
general health services; screening and education and health promotion activities
in areas ranging from prenatal care to menopause. The Center staff has been
trained to treat each patient with respect and provide access to information to
allow for self-care and informed decision-making. As such, the Women's
Wellness Center serves as a new model for healthcare delivery which reduces
duplication and fragmentation of health services in order to provide better health
care and easier access to services for a population group which has often been
ignored or underserved.

The staff of the Center has been trained in modern primary care screening and
services, contraceptive technology, health education and promotion, center
management and a “customer” service approach to healthcare. This has been
accomplished through partnership exchanges in 1996 and1997, a series of AIHA
workshops for the twelve centers that make up this initiative, and through other
USAID training efforts. In fact, the Center represents an important effort to
integrate a variety of programs that have been introduced by US and other donor
country and international community supported NGOs and programs. The
Center's “uniqueness” lies in the integration and packaging of these services in a
manner which addresses the needs of women comprehensively and efficiently
and which can be replicated by health officials in Kazakstan and in other NIS
countries on a broad scale.

In early 1997, a team of women's health clinicians from Tucson worked with
Center staff in Aimaty. In April, four staff members traveled to Tucson for three-
weeks of intensive training in overall program management and team building as
well as specific services related to STI prevention, screening and treatment,
contraceptive management and counseling and gynecological procedures. The
staff returned to Almaty to begin seeing patients and implemented a prenatal
education program and post-delivery contraception consultations. Donated
contraceptives distributed through USAID have widened the method options the

American Intemational Health Alliance
FLOTUS - Almaty, Kazakstan
11/02/97
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center is able to offer its patients. At the completion of renovation activities in
early summer, the Center began to receive needed supplies and equipment
related to both service delivery and education programs. These included
significant donations from the Tucson partners as well as new equipment
purchased under AlHA’'s cooperative agreement with USAID. Transportation of
both donated and purchased supplies and equipment has been provided through
the US State Department'’s Office of the Coordinator for NIS Assistance.

In September a team of lab technicians from Tucson installed new lab equipment
and instructed technicians in the use of the equipment and reagents. The
improved laboratory will allow staff to process additional screening tests within
their own facility and reduce time between testing and receipt of lab reports and
diagnosis. In late October, the final shipment of equipment and supplies
purchased with USAID funds was transported by the Office of the Coordinator
and arrived at the Center. These include a new exam table and medical
instruments as well as patient education and related muiti-media equipment. The
total value of the Tucson partners donations of equipment and supplies has been
approximately $50,000. An additional $50,000 in equipment and supplies has
been purchased by AIHA/USAID. ' '

EVENT SUMMARY:

The visit to the Almaty Women's Wellness Center will include a brief VIP tour of
the center (see detailed schedule and proposed list of participants), followed by a
brief visit in the education room with patients of the Center who have participated
in a range of educational classes. Upon completion of the tour, the First Lady will
exit the Center for the ribbon cutting and initiation of the Center’s opening
ceremonies that will continue after the First Ladies’ departure. At this point, the
First Lady will have an opportunity to not only make a few remarks about the
Center and its opening but also elaborate on other USG and USAID health and
women related projects before departing. These would presumably include
Project Provide Hope assistance as well as USAID programs including ABT
health reform, other AIHA partnership activities in Almaty and Semipalatinsk, etc.



ALMATY, KAZAKSTAN - TUCSON, ARIZONA PARTNERSHIP

The primary partners in Almaty are the Institute for Pediatrics and Children's Surgery and the
Almaty City Emergency Hospital. The US partners include eight hospitals in Tucson, with Tucson
Medical Center serving as the coalition organizing partner. This partnership builds upon an existing
Sister City relationship between Almaty and Tucson.

In addition to the Women's Health and Wellness Center visited by the First Lady, general areas of
partnership focus include toxicology, perinatology, infection control, nursing education and
emergency medicaksgrvices.

Infection Control: Training programs in infection control have been carried out throughout the
Republic, training approximately 300 nurses and leading to the creation of a new position of Head
Nurse for Infection Control at all 11 Almaty hospitals. The Tucson partners have also been asked
to assist in implementing an Oblast wide pilot study, utilizing a CDC based surveillance reporting
system. When this project is complete, the partners hope to participate in republic-wide revision
of infection control laws and regulations.

Nursing Reform: Working in collaboration with the partners, the Almaty Medical College has
developed and implemented a revised and expanded four year nursing curriculum that provides
expanded clinical practice and administrative/managerial training. The curriculum is currenty in
use by nine medical colleges through Kazakstan.

EMS Center: Almaty has been designated as one of eight AIHA-sponsored EMS Training Center
sites in the NIS. Over thirty-five 80-hour courses have been conducted since the Almaty center
opened on October 1, 1994, with over 1000 ambulance team members trained thus far (including
physicians, nurses and feldshers), as well as 225 medical students and 30 rescue team personnel.

Model Perinatal Center: The partners have established a Model Perinatal Center to demonstrate
clinical and educational services to unprove pregnancy oulcomcs The Center performs an average
~F ')’) A 1 \f‘rvﬂr ~or A s noa Comalles rpmtncnd 4«! [ PR S 11... PR | o e :-.~ i«** rq-

babies with their mothers and reduced lengths of stay for both vagmdl and cesarean deliveries.

Toxicology Information Center: Partners have established a Toxicology Information Center which
physicians from across Kazakstan can contact in case of emergency 24-hours a day to receive
qualified consultation on first aid for poisoning and drug overdose.

OTHER AIHA ACTIVITIES: In addition to the Tucson-Almaty partnership, AIHA also
supports another partnership in Kazakstan between the Methodist Health System and Baylor
College of Medicine in Houston.Texas and hospitals in Semipalatinsk, Kazakstan. Programs
include cancer screening and registry, nursing, emergency medical care, women's health,
management, pathology and continuing education.

SUMMARY PROGRAM DATA

Total Partnership Exchange Days: 3,591 days
Value of In-Kind Partner Contributions: $2.3 million




Courtesy Call on
President Nazarbayev
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TALKING POINTS FOR FLOTUS5 COURTESY CALL
ON PRESIDENT AND MRS. NAZARBAYEV

-- IT IS A ¢vLEASURE FOR ME TO BE HERE IN KAZAKHSTAN AND
MEET WITH YOU TODAY. THIS IS AN EXCITING TIME, AS
KAZAKHSTAN RESHAPES ITS SOCIETY TO ENSURE DEMOCRACY AND
PROSPERITY FOR ALWL ITS CITIZENS.

- IN MY MEETINGS TODAY, L HAVLE DDOIN LIt Sfooise rma -e  oeee
ENEKGY AND ENTHUSITASM OF THE PEOPLE OF KAZAKHSTAN.

IT IS CLEAR THAT THEY ARE COMMITTED TO DEMOCRACY, THE RULE
OF LAW, AND A FREE MARKET ECONOMY.

~-— THE U.S. IS PLEASED TO BE HELPING KAZAKHSTAN, THROUGH
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND DIRECT COMMERCIAIL INVESTMENTS, TO
MAKE THIS TRANSITION. IN PARTICULAR, WE APPRECIATE VERY
MUCH YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC REFORMS
THAT WILL BUILD A STRONG AND INDEPENDENT KAZAKIIITAN.

~= ALTHOUGH CUR COUNTRIES ARE FAR APART ON THE MAP, OUR
SHARED DEMOCRATIC VALUES HAVE RROUGHT US CLOSE TOGETHER IN
A VERY SHORT PERIOD. AS A RESULT OF OUR COOPERATION, THE
J.5. HAS COME TO REGARD KAZAKHSTAN AS A RELIABLE PARTNER
AND A CLOSE FRIEND IN THE REGION.

-~ PRESIDENT CLINTON AND VICE PRESIDENT GORE ASKED ME TO
TELL YOU THAT THEY ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO MEETING WITH YOU
NEXT WEEK DURING THE U.S.-KAZAKHSTAN JOINT COMMISSION.
YOUR VISIT WILIL: STRENGTHEN.THE PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN OUR
COUNTRIES.,

-- THE PRESIDENT AND I ARE ALSO PLEASED THAT WE WILL BE
ABLE TO WELCOME YOU BOTH TO WASHINGTON SO SOON, AND SHOW
YOU THE SAME WARM HOSPITALITY THAT YOU AND THE PEOPLE OF
KAZAKHSTAN HAVE EXTENDED TO ME.



KAZAKHSTAN: TALKING POINTS: MEETING WITH PRESIDENT
NAZARBAYEV

It is a pleasure for me to be here in Kazakhstan and to
meet with you today. This 1s an exciting time, as
Kazakhstan reshapes 1its socilety to ensure freedom and
prosperity for all its citizens.

In my meetings this morning, I have been impressed with
the energy and enthusiasm of the people of Kazakhstan.
Clear that they are committed to democracy and a market
economy that offers opportunity to all.

The U.S. 1is pleased to be helping Kazakhstan, through
technical assistance and direct commercial investments to
make this transition.

Although our countries are very far apart on the map, our
common interests have brought us closer together in the
six years since independence. As a result of our
cooperation, the U.S. has come to regard Kazakhstan as a
reliable partner and a close friend in the region.

We welcome your recognition that political and economic
reforms are essential to build a strong and independent
Kazakhstan.

President Clinton and Vice President Gore asked me to

tell you that they are looking forward to meeting you

next week during the U.S.-Kazakhstan Joint Commission.
Your visit will strengthen the partnership between our
countries.

The President and I are also pleased that we will be able
to welcome you both to Washington so soon, and show you
the same warm hospitality that you and the people of
Kazakhstan have extended to me.



Tour Kazakhstan
Central Museum
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KAZAKHSTAN: TALKING POINTS: CENTRAL MUSEUM

e Preserving the cultural heritage of a nation is a
challenging and crucial task, especially in such rapidly
changing times.

e The people of Kazakhstan suffered greatly in the past
century, but despite persecution, collectivization and
repression, your culture has been kept alive in all of
its richness and diversity.

e I hope that this museum's relationships with American
institutions continues to grow, so that the rich cultural
heritage of Kazakhstan can be shared with my country and
the rest of the world.



Discussion w/ Kazakhstan
Youth Leaders



EVINT P2PER STUDENT LEZDERS ROUNDT2BLE
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vyoullh Leaderc Opening Remarks for Mrs. Clinton

-- Thank you for allowing me to join your meeting
rnday.

-- Youth leadership organizations like yours make a
real difference. They teach young people Lo be
confident, articulate leaders with ideas about how to
improve our world -- both locally and globally.

-~ American youth leaders are interested in many of the
same issgues that you are -- human rights, the
environment, education, and children’s rights -- to name
just a Lew.

-- In our American tradition, it is important to do
nmore Lhau Juge tallkk about issues You need to join
tegether with others who are concerned about an issue,
come up with a strategy, and get out tnere and waeke a
difference.

-- I suspect that you share this philcsophy -- or you
would not be here today.

-- I understand that in addition to leadership
training, building a civil society is a top priority for
your group -- and a priority for many Kazakhstanis.

~- In my view, the first astep toward building a civil
society is to participate. Get involved in a project.
Reach out to the community. Clean a nearby stream.
Visit a hospital. Meet with your local officials to
discuss an area of concern.

-- I'd like to hear what your thoughts are -- about
your organization, aboul issuss of concern for
Kazakhstani young people, about your hopes for the
future. Because you are the future.
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A33S0CIATION OF YOUNG LEADERS
youth public organization

11.06.97 No.2 36 Auezova Str., Almaty, Kazakhstan,
Phone: 7(3272)420468
e-mail:nat@leader.almaty.kz

LTST OF PARTICIPANTS IN THE MEETING
AT THE ASSOCIATION OF YOUNG LEADERS
!
1. Bakhmutova, Natalia Ivanovna

4. vVinogradova, Yelena sergeyevna
3. Telemtayeva, Aliya

4. Zhaksembhayeva, Nadyezhda

5. Kan, Virtor

6. Bakhmutov, Clyeq

7. Gaynutdinov, Maxim

8. Oleynlik, Yulya

9. 8kakov, Nariman

10. Marchenko, Lyena

11. Rakhmankuleva, Yulya
12. Pogodayeva, Natasha
13. Mashbayev, 3erik

14. Pak, Lyen=a

15. Bondaryev, Ivan PE/(b)(6)
16. Pindus, Yulya

17. Kravtsov, Alexey

18. Paysov, Yuriy Petrovich
19. Kosophidi, Dashe /4&A4[¢

20. Khoroshyev, Anton S e

21. Mitin, Alexey 2
22. Musiyenko, Ixa

23. Abdygaparova, Bakhyt

2¢. Ivanov, Andrey

28 . Dundultova, Larioca

7R Knermnwa, Tnna Twannwyna

27. Kazachkov, Misha

28. Kartashova, Nadyezhda Ivanovna
29. Motovilova, 0Olga Yakovlyevna
320. Pichugev, Yuriy Vaoilyevich

31. Primbetova, Yelyena Georgiyevna




KAZAKHSTAN: TALKING POINTS: STUDENT ROUNDTABLE

e I envy all of you your position right now. You are
moving into adulthood at a time when you can each
individually work to shape the future of your country and
influence the dramatic changes taking place around you-in
a way that few people in history have had the opportunity
to do.

e As you have learned, those who wait until they are older
to act will not solve the problems of the future. It is
those who take advantage of their youth and energy to
tackle the problems they see now who will lead this
country and this region toward a better future.

e The fact that the KAYL is based on a project that took
place in California illustrates the extent to which the
walls between you and your peers in the U.S. have been
torn down.

e With dedicated young people taking responsibility for
their own futures on all around the globe, I am confident
that when power passes from my generation's leaders to
yours, the transition will be smooth and the future
bright.



US Mission Event
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HEADLINE: COLLEGE GRAD OPTS FCR PEACE CORPS AFTER SURVEYING THE JOB MARKET
BEYLINE: IAN MILLER

BODY :

When Ian Miller surveyed the job market after he graduated from college last
vear, the Irwin resident decided it would be wise to get away. Rather than kick
back on an extended vacation in a tropical paradise, he enthusiastically
accepted a difficult challenge.

Miller joined the Peace Corps and will leave later this month on his first
assignment - to live and work in Kazakhstan, an impoverished central Asian
nation that previously was part of the former Soviet Union.

In a message to readers, Miller looks ahead to his overseas adventure.

Last April, with my graduation from Penn State pending and the life in the
real world drawing near, I decided to apply to the Peace Corps. I was surprised
at the very tedious and competitive process, in which one of four are accepted.
i evbmitted an in-depth application, essays, resumes, transcripts, and various
A ’s. My name went from Penn State to New York to Washingtcon, D.C. I was
o . and prodded by doctors and dentists, fingerprinted by police, and asked to
provide a list of any 1llegal activities in which I had taken part. My
application was scrutinized by interviewers, recruiters, doctors, lawvers, and
security specialists.

Finally, almost a year after this process began, I received a letter stating
T had been selected, out of a very competitive pool, to live and work for little
nore than room and board, in an impoverished Third World country. Perhaps I'm
crazy, but I accepted the invitation with much enthusiasm.

I will be leaving May 29 for Kazakhstan, a part of the former Soviet Union,
and a country I'm not sure I'd heard of before. It is located in Central Asia,
and 1is bordered by Siberian Russia to the north and China to the east. For the
nost part, it is in the middle of nowhere.

To my surprise, Kazakhstan is a huge country, and has a great supply of
natural resources and industrial potential. Unfortunately, with the collapse of
zhe Sovier Union, many of the transportation and supply channels have been cut
>ff, leaving the country and 1ts citizens in economic hardship. The people have
an average income of only $ 1,600 per year. Poverty in warm weather is difficulc
anough, but when the winter temperatures often dip down to 40 degrees below
zero, the aches of being poor become even harder to bear. To make matters worse,
zhere ars often weeks where residents are without electricity, heat, or hot
sater. It 1s not shocking then, that there is a high rate of alcoholisgm. The
wonest ones say they drink to forget about their problems, while others are
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more sheepish and say they drink to stay warm, or even to ''protect themselves
from the radiation.'' The country is plagued with the environmental problems of
m' "=ear waste and contaminated rivers.

realized when I joined the Peace Corps the work would be extremely
difficult. There is much work to do, and much adversity blocking the way to
progress: poor conditions, lack of supplies, and apathy are barriers, to name a
few. But the chance to make a difference and the opportunity tc help are the
main reasons I have accepted the invitation.

To aid the people of Kazakhstan in establishing themselves on the world
market, I have been asked to teach English, recognized as the international
business language. I will help instructors in learning modern teaching methods,
and will attempt to establish nationwide networks to better allow teachers to
share their ideas and limited resources.

But possibly more than anything, I will be looked upon as an ambassador from
the west. For many, I will be the first American they have ever seen. As such, I
will have to discuss our politics, culture, and the diversity of the American
people; our virtues and as our vices. I also will have to persuade the Kazaks to
understand that Michael Jackson is not the zenith of American music.

In similar fashion, I will have the great fortune to observe and absorb a
very foreign culture and land. I will sample the food, such as roasted sheep's
head or, the national dish, horse stew and dumplings (yum). I will learn their
languages, dance to their music, attend their festivals, and, hopefully even
have the opportunity to ride a camel.

This cultural exchange, exploring the similarities and differences between
u 3 what excites me most. I look forward to seeing the puzzled faces when I
Te chem that the skin color of Americans range from black to white to yellow
or red, or that women are looked at in status equal that of men (legally, at
least), or that homosexuals are no longer looked upon by many as sick and
ververcted creatures.

The next two vears of my life will be spent in Kazakhstan not to force
''superior American views'' upon others, but to communicate and share ideas,
and, most importantly, to learn. There will be many problems and disagreements.
3ut because we all enjoy the benefits and burdens of being human, I believe any
differences will be lost when we are able to find a common ground. This sounds
very 1dealistic, T realize, but I think that with patience and compassion,
ideals can become reality.

And now, as the day of my departure draws near, the many emotions swirling in
my head are heightened. I am excited and anxious of the adventure that lies in
front of me, not to mention a little bit scared. I'm happy at having been given
this opportunity. I am sad about leaving my family and friends behind, and
lonely that I must face this adventure on my own. However, I'm ready for it, and
zan't walt to dive in and explore.

LOAD-DATE: May 24, 1997
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KAZAKHSTAN: TALKING POINTS: GOVERNMENT RECEPTION

e I have had a very short time to appreciate a small
portion of your wonderful country, and I think it is
important to tell all of you how fascinating and
enriching this trip has been.

¢ I had the opportunity to meet with representatives of
Kazakhstan’s past, present and future:

-~Through my visit to the Central Museum I gained a better
understanding of the rich heritage that has carried this
country through many generations and many trials.

--At the reception held in my honor, I had the opportunity
to interact with several women leaders who are very capably
bringing the needs of women to the fore as this country
finds its path through these years of change.

-~-Finally, at my meeting with the KAYL, I was granted a
brief glimpse into Kazakhstan’s future, which, if the young
people I met with this week continue their work, will be
very bright indeed.

e Thank you for your warm hospitality and for sharing with
me the diversity of your peoples and culture. My country
toco 1s one of great human diversity. In that, we find
strength.

s TOAST: “Kazakhstan’s greatest wealth 1s not its
resources, but its people. It is by coming together as
one nation that the people of Kazakhstan will achieve the
vast potential that will enrich all your children's
lives.



