








Hfstory

The Cca’ars, located on the 17iglzest point o/ the Potomac River, beholds a
magmfz'cent and historic view 0/ Washington, D.C. Ouer/oo]eing the Georgetown
area across the Potomac, the Cedars is /antea’ Just west aftluz Key Bnl/gc, a few
minutes ﬁom downtown %slﬁngton.

The Potomac Point area was a Native American crossroads, with a major
river Crossing nearlvy. 1\4(111_11 Irm’ian /cgcnds inua/vc t]-:c surrounding region,
rc/ating especia//y to the Powhatan and Anacostan tribes. In the Co/onfa/pen'oal,
bot]; sia]es o/ ilw river were centers o/ ina’ustrz, fnc/ua]fng mz'//ing, iron worl‘s ana’
agricu/[ure. A colonial era mill race can st:’//lm seen on the pa/isaa/es below the

property.

The Cedars on Potomac Foint was purc/msed 11_1/ George Mason 111 /mm
its arigina/owner in1777. George Mason IV inherited this estate a short time
/atcr. George Mason IV is best remembered for writing the Vfrginfa Dcc/aration
0[, Rigllts. He also c{m/tecj the f;'rst ten amendments 0/ the United States
Constitution, cammon/y rcférrec[ to as the Bill of Rig/ﬂs. [t is not wic{e/y known
that George Mason [V was one o/ three men who rcfusca/ to sign the United
States Constitution. He uelicmcnt/y opposed slave trading, wiic11 would be-

come /c' a/ w/-zen tl;e nort/wrn ana’ soutlzern states /'or'necJ loget/wr, Lecausc lze
17c/fcucr}gsucl7 trade was “diabolical in i[sc]fan:} disgraca/u} to mankind.”

/o]m Mason inherited the land at Potomac Point in 1792, He became the
}[irst pres{c{enf o/t/w Bank O/Co/umbia, a cln'c)[j/inancier oft]w C’apita/ City. [t
was said o//Vason that “his love /or his /e//ow man was just as important in the
llistory of the world as his /at]wr s L*now/edge ofhistory and constitutional gou-
ernment. .. Watch any person who has been blessed with and acceptea’ by the
creed O{ ]olm Mason. He will soon be noticed, soon succeed, and leave a Zy/essing
to his kin.”

During the Civil War, 22 /orts were built encirc/ing “Zzs/n'ngton. One o/
t/wse, Fort CF Smil/), is located on property adjoining The Cedars.  Fort
Smith em:ampca} 2,000 soldiers and is the best remaining e.\'amp/e oft}wsc Civil
War (/cfensc sites.

The oldest section of the present-day Cedars dates from 1796, The two wings
were added sometime between 1877 and 1898.

The Cec]a rs Vision

1042 was the year that members O/f/ﬂ? United States Senate and House
of Representatives tegan the Congressiona} Prayer BreaL"fast groups. Their
e.\'amp/e resulted in the /ormaiion o/simi/ar /eaJersLip groups made up o/peop/e
from all levels ofsocicty, which have bcgun in over 180 nations on every conti-

nent.

As a result of these little groups close persona/ friena’s]ﬁps have a’eve/oped
amon peop/.: tl:rouglmut the world who carry 11eauy rcspansibi/fties. These
frianaz and their associates visit %s/ﬂ'ngton, D.C requenl‘/y Tl:erefore, in
10435, it was decided that a home was needed in Washing ton, D.C. where t11ey
could meet to think logetker, p/an l’oget;ler and pray together about persona/am!
pu[)}fc prab/cms and o portunities. “The Cedars” at Potomac Point is one an-
swer to that need anjprouides a wona’erﬁt//ami/y ahnospllere, surrounded L’)y
lush woodlands - a haven o/ security and privacy, a placg of a’iscouery — while
inspiring peace and conlemp/ation.

Tqu Cedars is maintained uo/untari/y inside and out, by young men and
women from f]lmug;tout the United States and the world who lve and work
logetlzer pona]ering and app}ying the princip/es and precepts of]esus o/Na:aretIL

Down t}1roug:’1 the years all those involved at the Cedars agree that their
vision /or this home is axpressea/ best Zvy the /0//0101'719:

“I was Aungry and you gave me /uod. !
was l’lﬂrsty and you gave me a drink. 1
was a stranger and you made me wel-
come. 1 was naked and you c/otlrec/ me.
[ was ill and you came and looked af‘ter
me. [ was in prison and you came to
see me there ... I assure you I/mt w]mt—

cver you a’id/or the humblest o/my broth-

ers am:] sisters, you Jidfor me.”
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