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Wu: A political true believer

atelectual property anorney David Wu admits
be is about to cake a step in Ais career that. rom
2 businens standpoint. eosld be considered quite
rizky
Ln November 1958 be expects 1o be elected USS.
representative for Oregon's 1kt Congressional District,
replaciag the retiring Plizabedh Furse, He has tenwa’
tively set Oct. 23 s the date he will declare Mis cand!-
dacy
The very fact that Wu is running for office at this
seage in his law firm's evolution may be grounds for
calling Rls business scumen into Question. Wu admits:
“From a business parspective, this Is hot 3 smart time
1o run far office Business
nRag never been betier.”
Promecuing the wares of
watware eompabies is Co-
hen & Wu's bread and but-
ter And the software {ndus.
try has never been hotter,
But Wu justifies his ambi.
tions by noting that he be-

lieves & persan only pets w0

many chances (s life to act Pubhsher‘s
upon ihe things one finds

truly imporrant. He but. Nmbock
tressas thal sentiment by .

paraphracing Oliver Wen- By MIKE CONSOL
dell Holmes Jr. writing

bame 1o hig father from the front iines af the Civil
War: "We must participsts in the passions of our troes
or risk nox having lived.

Amaty Wu's paszions is 8 conviction that contrary
10 canventional wisdem, government can in fact make
a positive difference (n poople’s 1tves, That conviction
is predicated on Wu's personal experience. He recoum-
ed that when his father isft China for 4 Bew life (8 the
United Szates e was foreod to lesve Ris wife and chil-
dren dehind because Amarican immigration law for.
bade their relocation. Seven yrary later they were re-
united when John Kannedy was elected prasident

*If pen for John Kennedy's alection in 1960 [ cortain-

{y would nex be running for Congress 1oday, | probably
wogld be spmaking accented English If [ was speaking
English at all “ he zaid. “One of Kennedy's first acts
upan coining into affice was 1o chinge American im-
migration law by executive order.”

Claser o hame, he poines o the impact retired Ore-
gon Sen Mark Hatfleld had on the state.

~He did a grest job of bringing grant maney to the
state of Oregon. and sameane needs to continue in that
traditdon.” de said “I'd like to do that.”

Generally speaking, Wy addad: “Whan people say
government doetnt make a difference, [ dan't believe
{tand 1 dan wam anybody elsa 1o believe it~

Least of al) the distriet’s business community, fram
which Wu hopes to extract significant financial and
Ballot box support. .

WAI'S entresty to Dusiness goas like this: 1 thlnk it's
imponant for the businezs cammunity o have some-
ane in Congress wha understands tts (stues and how
those {s3uss affect Business people and the formation

of bazinesses. [ a strong advacste for thase Wings

that can belp dusinesses Whrive in Ow long term,”
From Wu's vamage. thase jcsues incluse: education,

transperuiuon, the enviranment and scanomic devel-

opeit.

His priorities an economic development likaly will
fall tnto line wich thres icsuas that Wy says basiasss
exexutives have repeatedly ctted g3 the mart imporant
factors in derermining where thelr companies ghould
relocats or expand. Thosa are: an educated wark foree.
relstively afTordable bouting and ready-to-go land with
utilities and rransportation infrasrrucrure that comes
right 1o the edge af the site.

“What | don't like 1o see our suate doing is focusine
on tAings that don't count as much.” Wu gaid, mention-
ing the lavich tax breaks the Raw has traditionally
used to lure companies to the regian, “Let’s look care
Mully at whether that maney is befier spent on schools
and community eolleges, roxd and sewers and trans.
parttion infrastructure.”

Ou the Uransporwtion frant, Wu siressed the impor-
tanree of enntinued funding for the aperation of the re
glon's light rall system_ He's less decisive about a
roads construction program.,

“1 dca't think building more roads is the flnal solu-
don,” be remarked. "Fregquently 2y the time you bulld
2 new road i1's choked off *

And he deftly wralks D tightrope when speaking
aboat the envirenment.

“If faderal Law fs (00 stringess, you kill deals,” he
said. "If 'y too lenfent youo hne arphan sfies ”

Educstian s the fssuse that most stirs Wi's pastion.
He is davored 10 pubdlic edocation. which he callg a
commonity asast. And be beileves competition among
public schools is a betier chojce thin pushing students
into priveee schaols.

“farvand has cas of (e hast healthy urban school
aisoriets in the country.“ he said. “und we are fighting

* 1o tmeinisin that”

On the near end of the education spacarum, Wu
wants i puch greater participation m the Head Start
program. Only 29 percem af eligible Oregonians artu-
ally ake sdvaniage of the program, Wu notsd, saying
Do bBelfeves that is due te a shortage ef funding.

On ths other end of the spectrum s sdull educstion,

"The Portland metropalitan area has s thacking
dexnrth of gradume tachnical education.” Wi sald.
“That's sy L've been volunteering with Oregan Grad-
uats Institute for so long. | think it's critically impar
ant that we Azve more good technica) training in the
metro ares. There are good jobs Deing created; I'd like
1o see some of them going w Oregonians,”

Just wtid will be chullanging Wy for the diserict's
seat in Congress s still unclear. What is cear is that
WA 15 taking a businass appraach te his palitical foray.

“This process 15 Jike is starting s new busingzs,” he
oxplatnad, “You try 1o ralse roughly a million.and.a.
Ralf daliarg in capital over a year and a haf. You hutid
your tears and you build your organisatien. except
tha sz the end of a year and 2 Balf you'we pot 1o have
50 percant market share plus a jittde dlt, That's a really
interesting challenge far a sew busine<s * O
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Wu for 1st District Demos

Smarls enthus:asm high-tech back make David Wu
the Democrats’ best candidate for a 21st-century Ist District

13 1998 10:27AM P3

hen political. races
involve two credible can-
didates who are fairly
. close on the issues, the

choice can' come down to' whoe's got
the chops to getthe job done. '

That's the case in the race for the
Democratic. nomination for thé U.S. .
House seat being vacated by Rep. Eliz-
abeth Furse, D-Ore,, in, the 1st. Con—
gressional District. .. - ..

Linda: Peters,., chmrwoma.n of the
Washmgtowcounty ‘Board of Coit
sioners:and’a former teacher:‘j *bemg
challenged by’ David Wu,L 'a"Porﬂa.ﬁd -
intellectual pmbgrty arney whos
practice.’focuses on “high 'tech o Wty
and international trade Seaside. reur-
‘ee HamldSlgurdsonisa]soonthebal
‘lot. The marginally. Democratic dis- -
trict stretches - from - downtown
Portland . to .the - coast and-includes
parts of Multnomah and Clackamas
and all of Washington, Columbia,
Yambhill and Clatsop counties. -

Peters has the résumé, but Wu has
the chops. He displays the sharp intel-
lect and grasp of detail that the job de-
mands, and he exudes the passion and
energy that the voters deserve.

He's simply a better fit for the fu-
ture of this diverse, evolving district.

On the issues, the candidates both
emphasize education, understand the
importance of Columbia River con-
cerns and are in tune with the dis-
trict’s Demaocrats on taxes and spend-
ing, the environment, transportation
and social issues, But Wu's proposals,
particularly on education and salmon
recovery, seem more concrete, and
more appropriate and realistic to
bring to the federal level.

Further, his high-tech law back-
ground would give Congress instant
expertise in a key area of the 21st-
century economy. That could bring
him credibility and clout with both
parties, and serve the district and Or-
egon well,

Wu does not have Peters’ govern-
ment experience, but neither did

R .‘Peters is the

o ey ONE who is act-

».:Lff: A998 Ing_Jnexperi
: i}

S st Conomsmnal District . series of mis-

steps that in-

clude het_' fatlure to meet the deadline
for: the state  Voters’ . Pamphlet. De- -
. spiteher.. early. .anointment a5 the
De,mmﬁc front-runner;she has lost ...
-soriat key~individualivandfgroup-en- -
“ dorsémenty; iricluding that ot the Ore :
gon Edueation Asésociation,” | -

. Raising.serious questlona about her
Judsment is the disclosure that Peters
took a $3,500 personal loan from devel-
oper Homer .G. - Willlams. Voters

-should be concerned about whether

these stumbles reflect the decisions
she would make in Congress.

Further, the seat is a key battle
ground for the national parties in the
fall and whoever wins this primary
will face a fierce GOP challenge. Dem-
ocrats who hope to counter it effec-
tively need a candidate who doesn't
supply Republicans with too much
ready-made ammunition,

In their campaigns, Peters plays the
gender card and Wu plays the race
card. The House would certainly bene-
fit either way — if the seat were kept
by a woman or if it were filled by the
House’s first member of Chinese de-
scent — but voters shouldn’t allow ei-
ther candidate many points for such
politics.

Some say that Wu comes across as a
little arrogant and a lot ambitious,
But few successful politicians aren't.
If he puts the same brains, focus, orga-
nization, ¢commitment and drive into
representing his constituents that he’s

- putting into his campaign to win their

votes, they can't lose.
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'busineesos, tocusing
on high technology .::
and internatlonal

OCCUPATIONAL
- BACKGROUND: . *
Attorney presidential -
i _campaign staffer;

assistamt; fishing
guide, Yellswstone
National Pdrk; ship-
yard worker; laborer.

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND: Stanford University, B.S.,
1977; Harvard Medrcal School, 1877-1978; Yale Law School, J. D..
1982

PRIOR GOVERNMENTAL EXPERIENCE Commrssioner
Portland Planning Commission; Judicial Cierk to Judge Alfred T.
Goodwin, U.S. Ninth Circult Count of Appeals, Portland, Oregon
Staft 1o Deputy Assistant Secretary for Heatth, U.S. Departmernt
"of Health, Education, and Weltare, Wastington, D.C.; US:
Regulatery Council, Executive Office of the Presrdem

' Washington, D.C.

" COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT Board oi Direclors Ponland
Youth Philnarmonic; Member, . Northwest Steelheaders

-| Association, Tom McCall Chapter; Founding President, Delphi
Society (Oregon Graduate Institute suppon organization):’
Founding. President, -Portiand-Suzhou (China) Sister .City |

Assodiation; Membar, Portland: Downtown Ratary Club;” Past
President, Oregon Graduate Center’ Assocrates (Oregon
Graduste Institute support organrzatlon)

‘| FAMILY: David and his wife, Michelle, a sixth generatron

and thres cats. Michelle has been a scheol teacher for 10'years.

David is an avid outdoorsman who fishes, ‘hikes, and runs the
Hood-to-Coast relay. His dragon boat team is two-time champion
‘of the Portiand Dragon Boat Races, :

DAVID WU - THE AMERICAN JOURNEY

David Wu has lived the Amerlcan Dream, He knows from personal
.axperience that freedom, opportunity, and success -are not given,
but achieved:

work. When ! arrived, | was almost seven, spoke no English, and
knew my father only from photographs. My parents endured six
years of separation to bring our family to America. it was a sepa-
ration which would have been longer if not for a compassionats

which all American families share. The strength and sacrifice of.
my parents gives me the courage to face vinually any adversity,

diafly it it's against the odds.”

~David really epliomizes the American Dream. He is articu-

late, bright, and endearing. Ho'll work very hard ahd repre-

_sent the district well.” .
—Tim Josi, State Represenlallve, .Oregon Coast -

“He was intereatad In our Issues and cared about what ws.
had 10 say. He really listened to our axgerience as students.
| t think he'd do a good job. it's like hie wants to bo In Congress

'sonsmve guy

|.IMPROVE, *EDUCA'[ION

b -oAIDWU Aeomdrmsmroeuucmou

research and reaéhln_g :

Oregonian, live with their 10-month- old son Marthew, two dogs, :|

“My father came to America with vmually nothing but his wiif to |

change in law made by President Kennedy. it's an Immigrant story-

and common .ground with anyone struggling 1o succeed espe-

mamsm‘ravmguamms:;a_

'PROTECT OUR Euvrnouﬁ . ili, t

.'Make ‘safe, aﬁordable cﬂlfd care rnore avaalahls
Fightfor full-funding RT Head Start .~ -
Creata smalier classes y:hiring. 106,000 ndw achers

- Provide more technology In classrooms '
Improve financial aid to college students . 3 i
Support scieniific research that benéfits our community
Enoourage businessas to pruwde employee education

“We need someone who ia golng to flll Elizabeth. Furse's

shoes. David's passion’ for. improving education and his’

‘commitment to our quality of Illo wlll make him an excellent
roprosenhuve
—Kim Katsion, Washington County Commlssroner

| “There (s nothing more impértant than. providing for our.chil-

dren. David’s-devotion to  family Issues, from safe, affordable
day care {o quality early childhood education; Is whyl think
he would make anexcellent representative Iin Congrass.”

—Gun Denhan, fouinder, Hanna Andersson children's clothes |.

“Education.is the issue that most sms Wu's passion. He Is
devoted to public education”
—Businass Journal, Octebar 10,1997

.DAVID WU - REAL BUSINESS EIPERIENCE '

“Our law firm, Cohen & Wu, helps people start. their 'own
businesses. We' create new -opportunities and.. ]obs for
Oregonians.” .

“David knows what It takos to croatn strong and st.oble jobs:
in our community.”

" —Rolbs Drake, Beavonon Mayor S
“David helped me start my anvlnonmental and food testlng
company He got the job done.”

. —Jane Boene, CEO, Air, Food, and Watar Analysrs :
“David understands lssues that are fmportant to working
people. Ho s committéd to representing all of the dlstrlm"

. —Joan Dukes, State Senator; Oregon Coast

DAVID WU - PROTECTING OUR ENVIRONMENT

lam vory | proud of our envrronmental endorsements They reﬂoct'_ :
a balanced approach, We. must serve a5 good stewards for

Omgon s natural heritage by:

Bulldlng an environmentally sustainable economy
- Fighting for salmon ‘and steefhead restoratron uamg the
‘Oregon saimon plan as a mode .

“ have hever scen a Qangressional candldale so wiiling 10

learn end to do the: hard werk neoded: L be well lnlormed ;

about environmental Ilseiles.” . . C
—Bowen Blair, Trust for Pubhc Land (porsonal endorsemem)
"Davld loves fish!
- —Gary Benson . and Dennis . VavRosky. Co—Presrdents

i Nonhwest Steelheeders Assocranon {personal endorsement) .. | |
“1 like David's. strong eommltment to protec‘ung and enhuno 1

ing .our environment.”
" —FormerOregon Governor Bob Straub

“American rnstltquns ware ‘built by ordrnary people who' rése )

extraordinary challenges. My fundamental faith i3 that: the |.

American Drgam doesn't just survive, jt.thrives, and should be
shared. Ordi inary peop!e ‘cafi do ex'traordmary things, ahd musst, it

we are to keep our democracy strong andpass ton to lhoso who .

fallow.”" PR

—Davrd Wu . ' :
Also endorsed by CIatsop Tlllamook CQntraI Labor Councrl
(This’ Inrormallon rumlrhod oy Davrd WU for Congress ) R '“'l"'.- E

'Si

hi
Vi

=70

roTAaND SO AW I2FO0OOT O

s m

M A AT




FROM : DAVID WU FOR CONGRESS PHONE NO. @ 583 228 4896 Aug. 13 1998 18:29AM PS5

YoLURE 24, 155Ut a1 AUGUST 12, 1998 PORTLAND .NEWS AND CULTURE

Some differences between Molly Bordonaro and David
Wu as revealed in Project Yote Smart's Natfonal
Paliﬂml Awareness Tt .

» ABORTION: Wu says abortions should always be {eqally
available; Bordonaro says, “only- when the pregnancy -
results from incest. rape or when the life of the woman is
endangered.” - g

>» BUDGET SURPLUS. Bordonaro says it should be used
for tax cuts; Wu says it should be invested in education,
(Both agree that any surplus should also be used for debt
reduction and shoring up the Social Security system.)
> CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM: Wu wants to ban so- -
called “soft money” contributions from unions, corpora- .
tions and individuals; Bordonaro wants to limit them.
» CRIME: Wu wants to offer job training to prisoners:
Bordonar doesn't. Wu wartts to increase penaltres fnr ille-
gal firearms; Bordonaro doesn't. .~ . -

> EMPLOYMENT:: Wu wants to hike spendlng fur ]ob-
training:programs and boost the mrmmum wage;
Bordonaro doesn't”™

> EHVIRONMENT. Wu v:ants 10 increase mining fees on
public lands and lmpose more lrmrts on deawus

* Bordonare doesn t

» GUNS: Wu wants to requrre rrranufactumrs o pruvrde
chﬂd-safety locks' with ﬁrearms. ‘Bordonaro doesn't.

> HEALTH CARE: Wu wants to implement a universal

. |1 - health care. program ‘to- guarantee. coverage rbo-all .o
P Ameri:ans, :Bordonaro. doesn't::. -

* || .. WELFARE AND POVERTY: Wu, favors more’ spendrng on
homeless shelters and low-income ‘housing pro_;eds

. Bordonaro. doesn‘t. -
> EDUCATIDN- ‘Bordonaro’ supports-giving, parents tax’
‘breaks 46.4end their children to private and religious™ " -
schools: Wu'doesn't. Bordonaro supparts voluntary teacher
testing with merit pay as a reward: Wu doesn't.

> IMMIGRATION: Bordonaro wants to establish Englrsh
as the official language of the U.S. government. :
Wu doesn’t.

> SOCIAL SECURITY: Bordonaro favors allowrng worker's'
to invest their payroll tax in pnvate accounts; ©: -
Wu doesn't. - - RO

| Sordonam-derervés- bonus points for pinpaintirrg her. -
positions on a hondful of questions that Wu did not, ‘She

wants to-increase defense spending. and stiffen pennlbar .
foi-drug crimes; she.supports NAFTA and - “Fast; mak tmde
authonty; and shé outbined stands .on foreign’ polrcy ahd
“tax euts, which Wi did not. The Natmnal Polbifical Awre— .
‘ness Test allows candidates like' Wu ko leave 30 percent of

questrons unanswered and strll mabz their honor roll. - —HY
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..Ghurchand said the. following -

" like to thank the congregation for its prayers,

L n e e e

. for ‘'which we'
af

y asked last Sunday. By the grace
‘a.beneficent God, our prayers have been
ted t.hybahyandaneasyblrth
, of course.
BnbyWuwasbcmonthecthdJubateaz

P am and, ifyouwuu.ld indulge the enthusiasm
of a new’ i

apasties,’ (Sometimea i

. was even taken to 'telling ﬁ!stldates about this

wish of mine. Eventually I noticed that when I
tald that story, I frequently didn't get a second
data.) .

Jeffrey — Jeffrey. is really Jefferson or Jef-
frey Adam ix really Jefferson Adams. Thomas

;Jefferson 18 a hero of mine, at least in prose. A

great American, a good enough American for
me to name a dog after, and if I can name a
dog after a person, by golly, it's a good enough
name for my first son.

We called him Jeffrey because, to tell you
the truth, Matthew Jefferson Adams was not
the name that we had in mind when we show-

. ed up at the hospital. .

- n Sunday, July 6, I stood before
Y - the congregation at St. Andrews:
"‘My: wife, Michelle, and I would

things are turned

P -
I had to ‘wark with my wife a little bit to con-

'-Vh'lmherﬂmt'thisnewnameisagoodthlng.

Like my father, she thought that Jeffersan was
a blg name for'a small child. It turned out that
Jeffrey (Jeffrey Jensan) is the name of the ob-

‘stetriclan who dguvgred Matthew. ‘and that’

helped with Mom.
1t also helped that:Grandma Wu really liked
the name Jeffrey .because‘af Chinese tradl-
tions. It i= a traditlon, at least in some Chihese
familles, for some great ancestar to set the sec-
ond
genmtlonstouome Az you know,:in China,
backwards apd the last
name comes first.. Usually there are three
characters (three words) for a person‘s name,

t.halastnamncnmesﬂrstandthmmemlsa.

middle character and a third character.

Each person in my father's generation had .

the middle character Keh My father’s Chinese
nameisWuKehChang.Wubeingthelast

mmanﬂKehChmthesoumthl&lnldﬂla 2
K.C., and .the source of his Eugluh name,

Casey -
The middie character of my generatlon is

) Tsen a.ndanhlnesename is Wu Tsen Wei.

For the hame of the next generation, Matth-
ew's generation, the middle character s Jah.
My mothar thought that it was just g'reat that
Jeflrey and Jah sbunded gimilar.

We thought about Chinese names for llttle
Matthew, and Wu Jah — or Wu, the family
name, Jah the generational name — that part
is already set ‘My parents have suggested Mei

"as the third character — Wu Jah Mei.

Mei mens two things. It means “beautiful.”
Also, in Chinese, the name for America is Mel
Guo or beautiful country.

We haven’'t decided yet, but Wu Juh Mei {5 a
very good candidate as Matthew’s Chinese
name. . '

The third name, Adam. Adam and Adams.
The legad name s Adams. from whose famnlly

r for each genperation for 10 or 20

‘my wife claims desoent X am careful to dis-
- count this clailm. [ think we -all hive some

) is in the preapanderance..-

MICHELLE DAVlD and .
MA'ITHEW .IEFFERSDN ADANIS wu

kings and some horse thieves in our families.
E!tween Kings and horse thieves, I think
none of us would’care to know whlch category

, Adams and Jefferson’ hnd a very spe
cial mlatlcnshlp They wexe two of the com-
mittee aof six who wrote the Declaration of In-
dependence In 1776. It also happens that
Thomas Jefferson and John Adams died on the
same day, July 4. 1828, exactly 50 yegrs after
the Declaration of Independence was signed.

We are very proud. This is the first Wu born
in America. This is. the first Wu born an
American citizén. It is still hard for me to say
this without tearing up, but this is the first
Wu born free, as all children should be.

I thank you for your prayers,

David Wu is a Portland lawyer.
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Wau: A political true believer

ntelectual property anorney David Wu sdmits of B I'm for thame things
uummm-.whhhwmgm mnuahebmmnwmn-bu“
could be idered quite h—nWl whose | ion
n.sky_ o iod, the envir and ic dervel-
™ Der 1998 be « to be elected US. ) .
representmive (or Oregon’s 1st Congressional Pisgrict. His priarites an 4 likaly wil)

replacing the retiring Elizabeth Furse He bas tenoa €all thto line with three itstms that W sxys basinas

tively set Oct_ 21 ax the date be will declare iis candi-
dacy

The very fact that WA Ls running (or offiee at this
soage in his law firon's 4 may be g ds for r
calling his businecs acumen into Question. Wi admlits;
“From a businets perstective, this is not a smart time
to run for office. Buziness
nas never besnh batwar.”

Proteciing the sares of
safteare companjes is Co-
hen & Wu's tiread and but.
ter. And wbe software indus.
uwy has never been hotuer,

But Wa justifieg hic amb|-
tions by moring that he be
lieves a person anly gets »o

right 1o the edge of the stie:

“What § don’t like to see our stare doing I focusing
on things that don't coum as much.” Wu said, mention.
ing the lavish wx dreaks the state has traditianally
used o lure ies to the region ~Ler's ook care
fulty ;x wh that =b speat an schools
and cammunity collsges. road and sewers and trans.
paraatian infrastructare.”

mmmmm\vummmnr-
mdeMumqumdmAm
gian's dighs ral) sy He's lexs decisive H

uoon, o e . brmhe{s ‘t think butlding roads i< the final sol
the things ons finds . 1 don' mare. solu-
wruly impartani. He but- thebook thon.” he remarksd. hwundxhﬂ-ﬂnemhnud

o 2 new road ' {Cx chakad off.
paraphrasing "'-,.“,,eo__us_OL And he defily walks the I.Idn.ro'- ‘whan speaking
dell Holmes Jr. writing . \ the envire

. ie e e —

e e m cAde—4 oo wmes A _E_ @



