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OPENING REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT AT PRESS CONFERENCE '

October 7 1994

Good aftemoon Ladies and gentlemen 20 months ago 1 came here to make a
start and to- make America work for ordinary citizens again; to take on some tough issues too
. long.ignored and to get our economic house in order. There have been some tough ﬁghts
~ along the way, but I beheve they were the right fights for our future.

: We came here with an economic strategy that was comprehensive and direct --
reduce the deficit, expand trade, increase investment in people and technology, and reinvent
the government.to do more with less. We pursued this strategy with discipline. Now we
have fresh evidence that the national economic program we-put into place last year is .
beginning to work for America.

. The Department of Labor reported today that the unemployment rate fell to S. 9

' percent, a four-year low. - And the economy has created about 4.6 million jobs since I took
office. More jobs in high-wage industries were created this year alorie than in the previous
five years combined. It's not enough, of course. As the Census report makes clear, there are
still too many Americans working for low wages, living in poverty. There are places in rural
‘and urban America where the recovery has not yet reached.

But if you look at the changes since just a féew short years ago, when we were
exportmg jobs and exploding the deficit, there's a great difference. . We're getting our
economic house in order. Jobs are bemg created ‘at home. We're movmg in the nght
direction. .

This Congress, as it concludes a difficult session, showed that it'‘could make a
difference for ordinary people when it put people and progress ahead of narrow interests and
partisan obstruction. It didn't always happen, so let's begin with.a look at the record: What's
been done, what hasn't been done, where do we go from here. Let's begin with what was
accomplxshed . - . -

The economic plan passed, putting our house in order. It was historic deficit

- reduction led by cutting over $255 billion in spending; cuts in 300 separate government

- programs; raising taxes --or.tax rates -- on only the top 1.2 percent; cutting taxes for 15

“million working families with 50 mllhon Americans in them -- people who work full-time,
but still hover just at the poveny line -- so that. people will always be encouraged to choose
work over welfare and won't have to raise their children in poverty if they do.

We've broken down trade barriers; eliminated barriers to exports; passed NAFTA.
Exports to Mexxco are up 19 percent; exports of ‘cars and truck up 600 percent in the last
year. . _ .

They talked for more than a decade around here about making government

: smaller but it never seemed to happen. Well, now it is. Under our legislation we are
shrinking federal positions and cutting the’ federal work force by 272,000, to its smallest size -
since the Kennedy admmlstranon And now, agam I say, private sector jobs are going up, the
deficit is going down.

-more-



President's remarks -
Page 2

For the first time in a generation we have taken a serious assault on. crime,
+ passing the Brady Bill and the crime bill with its 100,000 prison cells, its 20-percent increase .

in police on the beat, its ban on assault weapons, its three strikes and you're out and other
penalty laws . .

The government is beginning to work for ordinary citizens in important ways.
That's what the Family Leave law was about. That's what the law which will provide
immunizations for all children under two by 1996 is about. That's what Head Start for .
200,000 more kids is about. That's what the national standards of educational excellence with
more local control; apprenticeships for kids who don't go to college; national service, so
people can earn money for college and serve their communities; and making college loans
more affordable for 20 million people who can now have lower interest rates, lower fees,
longer repayment schedule. It's what the empowerment zones in the community
developments banks to bring free enterprise to poor communities are about. - .

All of this was real progress. It's only a beginning, and more could have been

. done. But too many times, an idea for creating jobs, reforming government, educating
studerits or expanding income, fighting crime or cleaning up the environment or reforming the
political system was met by someone trying to stop it, slow it, kill it, or just talk it to death.

A lot of the same people just recently signed that so-called "Contract wrth
America" -- a.commitment to taking us back to the Reagan-Bush years when we exploded the
deficit, cut Medicare, cut taxes for the wealthiest in America, divided our citizens and sent
our _]ObS overseas. My contract with the American people is for the future -- grow the
econ?my, fight crime, take on the tough problems, make government work for ordinary
people

. Congress is leaving town without passing GATI' the world's largest trade

. agreement. It will cut global tariffs and, over the next decade, means a $744-billion tax cut
It will generate hundreds of thousands of new jobs for American workers. It will keep our
recovery going and sustain growth all around the world. We must not retreat on GATT.

- That's why I've asked Congress to retum and pass it after the electlon and I believe they will
do that.. .

But Congress had a chance to do a lot of other things which it should have done
but didn't do. It should have passed significant environmental legislation, much of which has
the support of both American people and industry and environmental groups. It should have
passed health care reform instead of watching another million Americans lose their coverage,
as the new data points out happened just last year, while costs increased faster than inflation
and more citizens lose the right to chose their doctor. -And it certainly should have passed
political reform. I think the American people were appalled by the spectacle of lobbyists
hiding who they work for, what they get paid, and by members of Congress acceptmg their
glfts and then walking away from lobbymg reform. - . .

' There's something wrong when a senator can filibuster this bill and walk off the
floor of the Senate and be cheered by lobbyists. Well, the Congress is the people's Congress.
- The lobbyists may have been cheenng in the filibuster last mght but the American people
were not. . _
: --more-
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_ So Congress has done well on the economy, on crime, on tax faimess, on - *
education and training, on trade, on loans for the middle class, on family leave, on reinventing
. government. Congress has not dorie well on political reform, on environmental legislation, on
health care, and on an .unprecedented record of using the ﬁllbuster and other delaymg tactics
to try to keep anything from being done. :
A} ~ .

. We have to now resolve to give the American people a choice as Congress leaves -
town and we move into the next few weeks before this election. Do they really want this
contract which is a trillion dollars of unfunded promises; a contract which certainly will lead
to higher deficits, cuts in Medicare and throwing us back to the years of the '80s when we
lost jobs and weakened our country? Or do we want to face up to the challenges which were
not met in this Congress, and use the next Congress to keep the economic growth going, to
pass health care reform, to pass welfare reform, to pass political reform, to deal w1th these '
environmental issues? _

You know, countries_all over the world want America to succeed and want to
follow our lead. We saw it just in the last few days when the elected democratic Presidents
of South Africa and Russia were here working with us on their common futures and their
* aspirations. We see it in the help we've been asked to give to the peace process in Northern
- Ireland. We see it in the help we've been asked to give to the peace process in the Middle-
East. We see it in the enthusiastic reception our young men and women in uniform have
been given by the people of Haiti who want their démocracy back.

I am proud of the work America has done around the world in the cause of
democracy. I am proud of what our troops have done in the last three weeks in Haiti. As I
said -- and I caution you again -- there job is still difficult and dangerous, and we still have a
lot of work to do. But the violence is down, the Parliament is back, the refugees are
- returning, the electricity is buming again, and democracy is coming back. This is the

direction we ought to be taking at home as well as abroad -- fighting for the future, not going
back to the past. . _ .

-30-30-30-
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By Jacob Weisberg

~SEEMS FAIR TO SAY BILL CLINTON IS HAVING A LOUSY YEAR. THE PRES-
ident’s personal losing streak began around the holidays, with the

* * .somewhat dubious set of allegations known as Troopergate. The

-“slump continued through January and February, thanks to the

trickle of details about a failed real-estate investment called -

Whitewater. This was the backdrop in March, when the New
York Times divulged the history of Hillary's lucrative commodity
speculations. And the pmidemial past was beginning 1o look like
a tragic curse—Aeschylus in Arkansas—by early May. when the
artoonish Paula lones emerged from an Ozark hollow to tell the
-ountry apout wnat really 'went on at all those policy conferences.

3

’ A ' Ak ’ ) N

. ” p ' ' 4 1'41

Pohuun «.alaslropné,plckcd up where the! personal ones left
off.: Tmeps mcredlbl_ej'&h,npkmg présldem got reinflated when
Congress passcd his buc‘gel and NAFTA lSsl year. but the triumpha-
lism didn’ t last long. As Haman refugees aiméd their leaky flotilla-
at the coast of Florida. lhc president‘s. elaboraiély wrought health-
care plan sank! without trace. On Juneé" 27, he had 1o fire as chief
of ‘staff his well-meaning but inéifectual best friend, Mack
McLarty. Congressional Whitewater hearings got much uglier
than expecied and cost the president Roger Altman. one of the
more effective members of his adminisiration.

Just as those hearings wound down. the attorney general called
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_ for a special counsel to investigate illegal
. gifts to secretary of Agncuiture Mike Espy
from Tyson .Foods. a poultry company
with close ties 10 Clinton. That same
week.- a leaked memo. revealed that the
president’s polister, Stanley Greenberg.

' was suggesting Democratic candidates
- run on Clinton’s policies while distancing
themselves from the man himself. Robert
Fiske was unexpectedly replaced as
Whitewater special counsel by a more

partisan Republican who announced he *

. would start investigating again from
scratch.. By early August, setbacks like
these were arriving at the rate of one every
four days. And just when it seemed the

president had hit bottom, the House unex-

pectedly nuked his crime bill.

- This was “tantamount to a vote of no
confidence in the president and his ability
to govern,” wrote Jeffrey Bimbaum, in'a
Wall Street Journal story that ran under
the heading BURIED ALIVE. Pronounce-
‘ments of this sort have been standard late-
ly—m the news*columns. not just the edi-
" torial pages. By all accounts, Clinton faces
a massive repudiation in the November

2shad
# pi’w

election. White House correspondents -

have also been underscoring poil numbers
that show the president’s approval rating
in the dismal low forties despite the rude

health of the economy. According to the’

traditional formula, presidents are popu-
lar when economic times are good. By this
standard, Clinton should be soaring into
" the sixties. The missing twenty points is
known as the Clinton gap. -
It is hard to imagine, though, that the
" Clinton gap doesn’t have something to do
with .the pounding administered. by the.
press.” In May, Joe Klein unleashed a
" Newsweek story called *'The Politics of
Promiscuity,” which - equated Clinton’s
casual affairs with women like Paula jones
to his vacillating Bosnia. policy. Clinton,
Klein argued, was always m.:xing commit-
ments he couldn’t keep; he was foiled by

“*an inability to settle, to stand. to com- "

- mit”; he was “railing about in a narcissis-
" tic. existential quest for self-discovery.”
The publication the following month of
Bob Woodward's The Agenda compound-
. ed perceptions of vaguely adolescent Clin-
" tonian incompetence. Woodward typical-
ly. made no point of his own, but his

ers who concluded that Clinton and his
- staff. were inept. flailing. R. W. Apple of
. the New York Times recently described
the president’s attention as wandenng
“like a teen-ager's on Saturday. night.”
:EThe Economist testified to "the sense that
1 ‘Mr Clinton may be congenitally feeble on
JH’} Pﬁs {‘eum policy and incorrigibly indecisive

ki ‘%)'a\ at.home." Peler Boyer of The New Yorker

uid m,b
molg nre ben

:LQalled him i'a compromise in a suit.’

T The ;oumahsuc coup de grdce. howev-
. was delivered in a 13.000-word cover

. story by Michae] Kelly in The New York
Times Magazine a couple of weeks ago.
Kelly saw a president wounded and came

'F
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details were widely disseminated by oth-..

"to do him the kindness of a bullet in the

head. His arucle argued that Clinion was
an originally .idealistic person who had
been corrupted by politics to the point
where he. like Nixon, had no real sense of
right and wrong. “There is a hollowness
to the Clinton presidency, a sense that it
lacks a center because the man at its cen-

"ter lacks ‘one of his own.” Kelly wrote.

The piece judged Clinton not just an inad-

-equate leader but a failed human being.

“The president's essential character flaw
isn’'t dishonesty so much as a-honesty,”
Kelly concluded. **It isn’t that Clinton
means to say things that are not true, or
that he cannot make true, but that-every-
thing is true for him when he says it, be-
cause he says it.” This crystallized the
emerging conventional wisdom: The pres-
ident’s unpopularity was explained by his
being a hopelas liar.

ELL, IT MAY SEEM THE
sheerest act of heresy
-to say so, but far from
being pathologically
dishonest, Bill Clinton

to his word than any
other chief executive
" in recent memory. He
may have skirted the

* truth aboul lhe dmft. Gennifer Flowers,

Paula Jones, and so.on. But Clinton has

-kept his contract with voters. On policy
issues, he has done almost exactly what he .

said he was going to do, despite setbacks
and enormous obstacles. And by so doing,
he has made himself an excellent presi-

‘dent. The irony ‘is that Americans are

oblivious to most of his kept promises be-
cause the accomplishments lack political
conflict. Clinton gets bashed in the press

* when he loses a close fight, as with the

House ambush on the crime bill. He gets
credit when he wins a close victory, as
with last year's budget. NAFTA, and the
subsequent passage of an amended crime

-bill. But he's ignored when he does what

he said he was going to do without pro-
voking a dramatic showdown. .

During the 1992 campaign, Bill Clinton
did something extraordinary—some
thought extraordinarily stupid. He pub-
lished a book-length political treatise
called Putting People First. This was the
platform he ran on: it offered detailed po-
sitions on a wide range of issues. As he
approaches the midway mark in his first
term, it servés as a benchmark to evaluatc
his performance.

_ The book stressed five themes above '
others. In order of imponance, they were

the economy, work and welfare, educa-
tion and training, health care, and govern-

_mental reform. Clinton said he would get

the economy moving and create 8 million
new jobs. in part by reducing the deficit.
He promised to transform the culture of
welfare by obliging recipients to work af-
ter two vears on the -dole. He called for

—called *

has been more faithful

g Pau

controlling the cost of health care and {
guaranteeing a basic benefits package

“every American. He declared suppon 1

an education-and- (rammg agenda .
‘lifetime learning.” Lastly,
pledged to make government small.
cheaper, and more efficient.

The first of these promises he has u

_equivocally delivered upon. When Clintc -

took office. economists were musi
about a new phenomenon: the jobless 1
covery. Republican senators Grami

- Dole. and D'Amato, among others. pr

dicted that if the administration’s budg
were (0 pass, it would divert the economr
comeback altogether. Newt Gingrich. t.

_soon-to-be House minority leader, sa

the president’s plan would-fail to redu
the deﬁcn  while provoking a “1ob-lulhx
recession,’

Four million new jobs laler. Newt b
yet to take credit for his mistake. Remer
ber the Republicans’ -Carter-bashing “mi
ery ‘index”—unemployment'. plﬁs infl
tion? lt averaged twelve ‘during ti
Reagan years. When Bush left office.
was eleven; under Clinton it's nine. T
consensus among economists is that tl
country is at its ““natural’ unemployme:
level—the functional equivalent of fu
employment. The debate now is wheth.
the economy is growing so fast that t}
Federal Reserve is justified in raising it -
terest rates to forestall inflation. So fa
however, there are no signs of it. Othe
economic indicators are favorable, to
Long-term interest rates are still relative.
low. The tconomy continues to grow :
nearly 4 percent, generating more tha
250,000 new jobs a month. At this pac
Clinton will easily fulfill his campaip
promise of 8 million jobs by the end of h
first term. Mcanwhlle. the Congression: -
Budget Office’s deficit projection  fc
1995 is $171 billion, down from $284 bi
lion before the budget bill passed. Clinto
has another key promise—to cut the def
cit by half in four years—within his sight: -

Does the president deserve credit fc
the present strength of the economy? H:
detractors point out that the recovery we

"under way by the time he took officx

True, but few economists believe it woul -
have beéen equally robust without th
president’s plan. By addressing the defici:
Clinton reduced long-term rates and free:
additional capital for private investmen:
This was the so-called bond-market stra:.
egy that Woodward implicitly criticize
the White House for ‘adopting. “W
would have somewhat. higher intere:
rates. cspecnally Iong-lerm.._ ‘”d‘;
been, sudeficlrdislion pASKBRe,, s
Kru an, an eco q?mlﬁtmt"St‘ d
Wej,have Tnofee ptnqgucuve hmv%s’lhcﬁ‘
going on tt (han we wou ld ot(lluenngc AR
future growth, Prospects are ,':be T tha;’
we would_ have, otherwise." ; 7ang
There has been far léss urgency “abou
welfare reform. Alter the election. Clinto:

made a clear political mistake by choosin-




10 push heaith-care reform first. His task
force has. however. since unveiled a de-
taled legisiative proposal for breaking the .
ovele of dependency. There are some
. quibbles about the plan. but it is surely

what Clinton promised. After two vears’

on welfare, vou have to take a private-sec-
1or or public-service job. And as Donna
Shalala. the secretary of Health and Hu-

" man Services. put it in Senate testimony a
few weeks ago. “'If vou don’t work. you
don't get paid.” Shalala. who was unfairly
stereotvped as a liberal softie, has also
adopted a policy of granting waivers to
states that are pursuing reform efforts of
their. own, even where those efforts are
not in line with the Clinton plan. The re-. .
sult has been a boom in expcnmemauon
at the state level.

But the best idea is still Clinton's plan.

As ongmallv outlined. it restructures the
system 10 “make work pay." If'y6ii' move
from welfare 10 a low-wage )ob“youf‘won 1
Jlose Medicaid benefits. as is cur™
rentlv the case. Child care will,
also be provided. And thanks to
the expansion of the Earned In-
come Tax Credit that was part of
last year's budget. people who
forsake welfare for minimum-
wage jobs will not live below the
poverty line. The proposal also
delivers components Clinton has
long talked about: child-support
enforcement and a campaign
against teen pregnancy. Congress
_will probably not take up welfare
reform until after the fall elec-
tion. But if it passes in anything
like its proposed form, it will.
amount to a revolution in the
way the federal. government ap-
proaches the problem of income
support.

Welfare reform has had a fair
amount of coverage, thanks to
occasional outbursts by Senator Moyni-
han and assorted Republicans. But be-
cause it has not been the locus of any
great political clash, Clinton’s education
and training ideas have had practically
_none. White House domestic-policy advis-
" er William Galston calls this Clinton's
“stealth agenda.” since most of it has ac-
tually crept into law without notice.

There is in the “lifetimé learning™ plan .

something for almost every age group. For
toddlers. there is a significant reform and
expansion of Head Start. Clinton didn't

tions allowed to operate outside regular
bureaucratic constraims. Clinton 1s also
fighting to redirect so-called Chapter One
" money—the most significant federal re-
sources that go to education. The money
was originally intended 16 support disad-
_vantaged children. but over time. rich dis-
"tricts have grabbed much of the action,
For voung adults, there are two pro-
grams that matter. The first is a national
service program that began this summer
by putting 7.000 voung people into pub-
lic-safety jobs. Beginning this fall, Ameri-
Corps will hire 20.000 idealistic youths to
perform community work in education,
public safety, social services, and the envi-
ronment. More Americans will participate
than served in the Peace, Corps at its
much-romanticized Camelot height. They
will also eam $4,725 a year for college.
The other initiative is a program of direct
lending to college students. This saves

participants . money 'by cutting out the

new political
journalism is much

ike the opening
monologues on the

.

middlewoman known as Sallie Mae. By al-
lowing loans to be paid back as a propor-
tion of income. it will have the added ad-
vantage of forcing fewer good kids 10
become lawyers. Lastly, it is expected to
save the federal government some $4.3-
billion over five years.

Two other initiatives dcveloped by the '

Department of Labor bear mentioning.

The first is an apprenticeship program for-
teenagers who aren’t planning to go o -

college. This passed last year and is al-
ready being implememed..And the final

tide people over with income lcmporarilv
until they got their old job-back again:
says Reich. "'But what has happened grad-
ually over the last 50 vears is that people
don’t get the old job back."

The president has been subjected to se-
vere criticism on health care. Much is de-
served: his plan was flawed in substance
and'was based on a profound misreading
of the political climate. Because he made
no effort to include Republicans in the -
drafting of his bill. it never had any seri-.
ous chance of passing the Senate. But the
Health ‘Security Act was entirely consis-
tent with the kind of reform Clinton said
he.would push if elected. He promised to
push it, not to pass it. because passing it is -
not within his’ power.

Most of the president’s critics, howev:' -

er, are trying to have it both ways: They

don't like his. plan but are ready to blast - "

him for breaking his word if he signs -
something that falls short of universal
coverage. William Safire last
week advised Clinton to veto
anything that falls short of the
Mitcheit Bill. though he thinks
“the Mitchell Bill would mean
disaster. This is anempted sabo- :
~tage. - .
It was foolish for Clmton to
- draw a line in the sand. But what-
ever passes will still be his
accomplishment; he brought

fact, a less ambitious bill that
begins a process of sound..incre-
menial reform may come 10 be
| regarded as a great achievement.
But even if the result is no bill, or
a vetoed bill, Clinton will deserve
much credit. The reason is that
the health-care industry has '
responded (o the threat of radical
governmental reform by reform-
ing itself. The health-care-infla-
tion rate. which once ran in the double
digits. is now around 5 percent. ‘the
lowest level - in ‘twenty years. And it’s

dropping still. . Lo .

N THE FINAL ELEMENT IN HIS
big five—cutting the size
‘and dost of government—
Clinton has outdone him-
self. In Puting People
First. he talked about re-
ducing the government
- work force by 100,000. In

health-care reform to the fore. Inn .

just ‘raise funding for this popular .pro- part of."lifetime learning,” which Con- Jless than two years. he's al-

gram: hé is-improvingil. by setting na-. gress-has yet to pass, is Labor secretary ready done i, or nearly.s0.4.. . =r ¢
. tional standards and making it passible to “Robert Reich’s ambiticus plan for a ncw  with the. heip. of a buy-out programy: . bl
- decommission programsiithat donnt~con--~~uncmplovmem -and-training system. The Thanks to- Al Gore's “re-inventing govs; "-.c: -1 ey

ernment.” plan. the tally will be down:byyp- «f - 5 1.1
273.000 in five vears. to the Jowest level, . .." - - -
since Kennedy was president. This is. lrulv[ '

form. For. school-age children, (herefire**“ldea_ is to consolidate the government's .
manvsignificant changés in the Goals® sconfusmg and largely ineffective panoply
2000 .bill: which passed in Marchv and:in"s ‘of training and job-search programs by

the Elementary and Secondary Education’

Act. which is currently before Congress.

These include a program of national edu-
cation standards and funding for state ex-

periments with charter schools. institu-
4

“creating one-step centers for people who

lose their jobs. These centers might be
public or private but'would have to0-com-

pete.for customers. “The oid svstem was.

designed for cvclical unemplovment—:o

/

amazing. The Executive payroll grew
through the years when Ronald Reagan

"promised 1o get government off our

backs. and through the Bush vears despite .
the military build-down. Partly as a result
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of Clinton s downsizing, the cost of gov-
emnment is now shrinking as a share of
gross domestic product. ) '

There have, of course, been disappoint-
ments.- Through the campaign. Clinton
talked about changing the. cuiture of
Washington. Though he has supported

" lobbying and campaign-finance reform.

and tightened the rules for Executive-
branch empioyees. he has set a poor ex-

“ample. By naming influence peddlers like .

‘Ron Brown to his Cabinet. and by tolerat-
ing the revolving-door profiteering of ex-

- aides. Clinton has undermined this moral

crusade, . : .

But there are other bright spots, tod._

Consider international trade. Early in the

"campaign, Clinton was. like many of his

fellow Democrats, at-best an agrostic on

- NAFTA. After examining the issue more

closely, however, he became convinced
that the benefits overrode the objections

of two key Democratic constituencies: or- .
ganized labor and environmentalists. But.
_ his achievement here was not just passing
NAFTA against the odds. It was developing

a bi-paniisan coalition in Congress to sup-
port, free trade. Though a majority of
Democrats voted against NAFTA, and
though many will surely vote against
GATT, which is even more important, Clin-

ton has essentially relegated protection-

ism to the political margin. :
Clinton's Supreme Court appointments
have been superb. Many feared he would

try to counter the rightward drift of the’

Rehnquist court by making liberal ideolo-

" gy and youth (thus longevity) his litmus

tests. Instead, he has named distinguished
middle-aged moderates: Ruth Bader
Ginsburg and Stephen' Breyer. He has
raised the great neglected issue of gun

‘control for the first time. The Brady Bill
. and the assault-weapons ban included in
the crime bill aren’t very important ‘in -

themselves. But as symbolic victories over
the National Rifle Association they mean

“something. Clinton's Interior secretary, .

Bruce Babbitt, has moved beyond a stale
debate on endangered species to an ap-

- proach that emphasizes the protection of

whole ecosystems. The secretary of Hous-'

. ing and Urban Dévelopment. Henry Cis-.
. neros, has tried .to direct federal resources

toward scatter-site public housing, in-
stead of pouring it down the sieve of high-
rise projects in the ghetto. -
" None of these are minor matters. In-

", 'deed, assuming health-care and welfare

reform pass in some form. Clinton's legis-’
lative agenda will be more or less com-.
- plete around the halfway point in his first -

term. What will he do for an encore?
George Stephanopoulos says the adminis-

- tration will concentrate less on legislation
* and more on making sure the first-half ini-

tiatives work. Expect a total news black-
out if implementation goes smoothly.
Bill Clinton is somewhat harder to de-
fend as a foreign-policy president. He has
to feel foolish for the way he has changed
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his positions ori China. Bosnia. and. most
dramatically; Haiti. The case for Clinton,
however. is that while flip-flopping on
these issues. he has actually gotten the big
things: mostly right. "The obsession with

Haiti—a country that is cruel and horrible.

but strategically totally insignificant—ob-
scures the broader gains.” says Adran
Karatnycky, president of the human-
rights group Freedom House.

What are those gains? First and fore-
most. Clinton’s policy toward Russia. *An

“unceasing chorus has been saying Clinton.

has been naive about the course of the
events or too pro-reform,” says |eremy
Rosner, who recently left the National Se-
curity Council for a perch at the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace. “But
the truth is, he has had it just about right.
He has clearly advanced our interests in the
region.” The president wins high marks for
getting Ukraine and Belarus to give up their
nuclear weapons. and for supporting the
cause of reform. Even Richard Pipes. a Rus-
sian scholar at Harvard and a hard-line con-
servative, credits Clinton with being a
strong advocate for Boris Yeltsin. Where
Pipes faults Clinton is in allowing Russia
100 free a hand to intervene in the former
Soviet republics. He acknowledges, howev-

' er, that the policy would probably be the

same had George Bush been re-elected.
Clinton's foreign policy has been cryp-
to-Bushite in other areas as well. He did a
brilliant job as moderator in the Israeli-
Palestinian and Israeli-jordanian dia-
logues, thanks in part to the work of Den-
nis .Ross, a former aide to James Baker
who stayed on. Clinton has managed the
North Korean nuclear crisis deftly. His
Partnership for Peace, an alternative to of-
fering 22 Eastern European nations full
membership in NATO, was a smart com-
promise. And he has resisted the excessive
cuts in defense some on the left advocate.
Clinton has' also done a few good things
Bush would- probably never have done,
like reestablishing relations with Vietnam.
Clinton can surely be faulted for attend-
ing to his domestic agenda to the exclusion
of foreign policy. This is, of course, the mir-
ror image of Bush, who barely tolerated the
need to deal with domestic issues for the
sake of the opportunity t0 act abroad. Un-

fortunately, the president has not done’

enough to compensate for his own lack of

interest. Clinton of all presidents needs a -

forceful secretary of -State. Instead. he has
surrounded himself at the top level with vi-
sion-impaired officials. It can only be hoped
that after the fall election he will elevate
some of the excellent people who populate
his foreign-policy ranks at the secondary
level and take their advice.

But Clinton’s relative weakness on for-
eign policy hardly -explains the strikingly
low esteem in which he is generally held.
Since the end of the Cold War, alas. most
Americans don’t care much about the rest
of the world either. Clinton’s élection was
partly a reaction to-Bush'’s bias in favor of

foreign policy. So what's Clinton's pr
lem? Most anaiysts contend that. like N
on’s. it is one of visceral trust: The put .
now reflexively doubts him. There is.
be sure. an element of truth in this. |
there is also an element of self-fulfilli

~ prophecy: Voters mistrust Clinton in p

_ because the media keep telling them 1
10 trust him.

ANY HAVE REMARKED
Clinton’s being-the fi
president to face extc
sive muckraking into |
prepresidential p:
while in office. This .
true, but it's only part
the story. The new po:
ical journalism isn't
vestigative in natu
- though it draws upon dirt-digging. Rai
er, it is based on an evolution from repo
ing to analysis to psychoanalysis. Satu:
tion coverage has driven the mo
prestigious outlets toward a kind of poli
cal movie-reviewing. “It’s a three-st
process,” says’ Stephanopoulos. *‘CPM
has replaced the wires. And even thou
no one watches CNN, the nightly ne'
feels it has 10 put an edge of judgment ¢
And the papers have to take ‘it a st
farther.” ) S

Thus the new political journalism h .
more in common with the opening mon
logues of late-night talk shows than wi
what reporters used to do.-The Washin
ton Post toppled Nixon with its reportin
It’s bringing Clinton down with “attitu.
writing.” In newspapers, this form w
largely invented by Maureen Dowd, wh:
she was writing about George Bush f
the New York Times. Unfortunately, fe
of Dowd'’s many imitators are as shrev
or felicitous or observant as she is. |
stead. they indulge in a ‘self-satisfic
mockery that passes for “*edge’”” and pa
ders 1o the popular prejudice that all po.
ticians are scoundrels.

According to some sort of Gresham
law of media. this sort of criticism seen
to have crowded out thé work of exami:
ing programs and policies. Noisy, only 0
casionally relevant questions of charact.
replace those of more meaningful dem:
‘cratic substance. One reporter tells t

- president 10 his face that-he reminds hi:
of his daughter’s excuses for not doing h.

“homework; another notes his tetltale si
of sexual frustration. : <

This kind of journalism is 2 lot easic
than traditional reporting: you hard
have to leave the office. It also elevates 1t

.press to a godlike position: instead .
journalist as gumshoe. we get the.journa
ist as Savonarola. as Saint Peter. T}
problem is that moral judgment is not a
ways the most valuable kind. Sure. hone:
ty matters in politics. but it's not all th:
matters.. Consider. our last totally trus
worthy president. His name was Jimm
Carter. - . -

1




With political rhetoric increasingly loud and

. poisonous, especially in' Washington, it may be use-

ful to put the adjectives aside for a moment and

_look at President Clinton's record.

In 21 months, Clinton has presxded over:

The failure of health reform.

The failure of welfare reform.

Enactment of family leave legislation.

Enactment of the Brady Bill after a decade of
defeats by the National Rifle Association.

Enactment of a crime bill that is balanced be-
tween prevention and ‘punishment and puts.thou-
sands more police on the streets. President Bush's
efforts to pass a crime bill did not succeed.

Enactment of a national service program that
already enrolls more young people than the Peace
Corps did at its peak.

Enactment of higher-education ﬁnancmg re-
forms that will make college loans more accessible
for millions of middle-class families.

* Environmental advances, including an agree-
ment to protect the Florida Everglades.

* Advancement of an urban agenda that includes
empowerment zones, -an expanded Community Re-

investment Act, a greater emphasis. on homeless-
ness, funding for the Community Development Fi-
nancial Institutions Act and many specific grants,

" including $50 million for Mission Hill

On economic matters, Clinton:
Failed to deliver a middle-class tax cut. -
Raised taxes on those with high incomes and
for many with middle incomes.
" Raised, at the same time, the earned income
tax credit, providing support for workmg families.

. The credit, with no bureaucracy, is already work-

ing powerfully against welfare and poverty. -
Tackled the federal deficit.. For the fiscal year

- - T 3 N ®

Let's look at the record

just ended the deficit is expected to be close to

-$200 billion - far less than projections.

On governmental improvement, Clinton:

Failed to win campaign finance reform.

Delivered on most of the ﬁrst-year goals of the -
Reinventing Government project, including ‘a re-

. duction of some 20,000 federal employees

In foreign policy, Clinton:
, Has achieved little in Bosnia, though he hasn’t

"plunged the United States into war there, either.

Achieved some goals in Somalia, at some cost:

Helped peace efforts in the Middle East and
Ireland, though not as a major player.
5 The verdict is still out in North Korea and Hai-
tij but progress has been made with mnumal
bloodshed so far.

Clinton’s policy toward Russia and the former

" Soviet Union has won- praise from right and left.

On trade issues, he won acceptance of the
North American Free Trade Agreement, negotiat-
ed a new General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs
(yet to be ratified) and took steps to expand trade
with China and last week with Japan. .

The list isn’t complete. Still, there is a record. .
Congressional Quarterly rated Clinton's first year

-the most effective since Lyndon Johnson's in 1965.

The second year included _fa_ilures, but health and
welfare reform involved tough issues to which
Clinton sought a comprehensive approach. _

There has been no mention here of Clinton’s

" style or management ability or decisiveness. Or of
. his woman friends, or his wife’s investments, or the

hair styles of either. Yet such matters dominate,
making Clinton a pariah ridiculed by Republicans
and shunned by many Democrats, including candi- .
dates for office.

Still, there is a record.
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cmm*on GETS HIS MESSAGE

TOGETHER

By Jack W. Germond and Jules Witcover

McLEAN, Va. As the crowd at a $30-a-ticket reception
for Democratic Sen. Chuck Robb awaited his amival and
that of his featured guest here the other night, somebody
on the speakers' platform su'ddcnly held up a very small
printed placard that read *Clinton." The crowd cheered,
briefly.

That little handheld sign, and the presence of Secret
Service agents, were the ‘only hints that. the president of .
the United States was about to enter the hotel ballroom.
And when he and Robb strode onto the platform to lustier
cheers, the two men made no effort to give photographcrs

- the customary victory gesture of hands joined and thrust

-businesses eligible for a tax cut;

overhead '“the armpit shot,’ in the crude vemacular of

. the political pros. .

"It all seemed to reﬁcct the conventional wisdom of the

. midterm election campaign that a visit from President

Clinton i is at best a gamble for Democratic incurbents like
Robb, except as a fund-raiser. In this and another event

on the same night, Clinton helped raise $500,000 for Robb
in his campaign agamst well- hceled chubhcan nominee
Oliver North. : :

But on this mght at lealt, Clinton offercd up -
considerably more than financial aid. In urging Robb's
re-election, the president delivered a defense of his own
beleaguered admxmst.ratxon that for once accentuated the
positive. :

After 20 months in office, he said, *'look at the

record. We have made a good beginning." He ticked off his_

major achievements ‘'the biggest deficit reduction
package in history”; an income tax increase “‘only on the
top 1.2 percent of our people™; 90 percent of small
*‘reduced taxes on 15
million working families ... increased investment in
education and training, new technologies and defense
conversion";
period in 33 years ... 4.3 million new jobs ... reduced
the size of the federal government by 70,000."

Clinton, to be sure, did his share of
Republican-bashing, charging the opposition with
) cxalung fear over hope, by exalting blame over
responsxbnlxty and by exalting division over unity.” But
he also presented a coherent description of his political

'motivations and achievements that more often than not has

_been lost in the two-sided babble over gndloc.k in

) ‘,-_Walhmgton.

Clinton himself could not resist joining that babble
even as he sought to tell his Virginia audnence that his
administration had made '

a good start. He told of how the Repubhcans had dcclmcd
to give him
a single vote for defioit mducuon und it passed anyway.:

- make a case for his '

““expanded trade more than in any comparable .

He charged that Senate Republicans voted 42-2 last year to
pass a crime bill that included a ban on assault weapons

- only because ''they didn't believe the House would pass'

it,” then voted against it this year when the bill came

back to them from the House. And he charged them with
‘killing health care reform. He made no mention of the fact
that Republican votes bailed him out on approval of NAFTA.

When he ran in 1992, Clinton said, he was convinced the

nation could solve its most serious problems ""if only we

had the courage, the wisdom and lhﬁ"“éb'd old common sense
‘1o line-up our problems and take them oﬁ?one at a time."
After the election, he said, he had ’ grand dreams" that-

this approach could be adopted in a spirit of

bipartisanship, but he was wrong. (Republicans, to be

sure, will argue that Clinton has dxsplayed none of the

_above requisites.)’ :

"In 12 years of Republican presidents, he said, they
“‘railed about the deficit and quadrupled the debt," and
"every. single issue was talk. We've. been here 20 months,
folks, and the Republicans are saying, ‘Well, if your
problems aren't solved, it's just because the aliens have
‘taken over Washington.™ Citing the Repubhcm recent

*‘contract” to return.government 1o consérvative
principlés if they win control of the House, he said it
meant & return to ““tricklé-down economics” that **will
take us right down the road we were on before.”

For all the Republican-bashing, however, Clinton did
good beginning.” But because he did -
it.at length, little of it made the television news shows
that provide only the most combative snippets. Most
reports, on television and in pn'nt, featured the fact that
" Robb had had the “"courage"” to invite an unpopular.
president. : ' ;

That is Clinton's challenge: to get his case for a

""good beginning” out beyond the **sound bites" and
through the clutter of criticism of his leadershlp and
not all of it from Republicans, either.

(C) 1994 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC.
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Chnton deserves praise

- We're at peace. We're prospenng Yet we ignore
the good news and fail to give Clmton some credlt

AMES, JIowa — Isn* it about time some-

- . one says something nice about President

Qinton? .
Like: You know, tmngm_'m‘tsobadln

: this country these days.

Or maybe, even: You know, things are

| Pmﬁ)’mod ijthis country these days.

Forif. you’u ‘quit looking at the headlines

from Bob Dole and Newt

Glngnchandthewmungfmmmespedﬂ

interests — and take a look around you,

 there's good
Dews:

my is doing
- well. Unem-
ployment is
down. Growth
is up. The

booming. In-

companies are
soaring. The
technology

companies are
growing. The
farmers are
smiling. The

' poora:ebemghomedandted,andthe

evil are being sent to jail.
And we're not at war,
' That's called peace and prospemy, and

 isn't that what we all have been striving for -
.-allthaeyears" Isn’tthateveryAmen—
can's dream?

Well, we have it
And don't you think the president of the

: UnitedStmessho\udgaa:lmsomeof

the credit?

- For, goodness knows, if we had war and
bad times we'd all be blaming the presi-
dent.

In fact, the.president is responsible for
-_much-of the‘*giod times. All the naysayers

i "'Wwere saymginay when he proposed his
g s e¥budget:billiatyear or so ago; the econcmy
x

would be ruined, they said. Infation would

is periecisoar! theyisaid) Well, the economy wasn't

2 be&dﬁﬂ‘”mned. Inflation didn't soar. And, as prom- -
Budale ised; the"deﬁcn is coming down.

dio hax

AT T

"THe'president, through the force of his
personality, got the North American Free

‘Trade Agreement passed. He proposed -

and got enacted a sound economic pro-

- gram. He proposed and got passed a strong

ant<crime bill. And he and his wife have
raised heslth care to the pomt where now

re'ra nrl e lliiom m A

The econo-

stock market is -

that must be solved. And it's a good bet it

will be solved — or, at least, we'll take the -

first steps — in the next Congress,
Isthmwarecm'dtobepmﬂoﬂ
And remember, all this.is being accom-

So, why is he getting all this guff?
Because of blunderbusses.on the radio

and dunderheads in his administration. -
" The blunderbusses — the first blunder-

busses were guns that made a lot of noise

‘and were capable only of random firing,
and can you think of a better word to de--

scribe today’s talk-show hosts?
Anyway, starting over ... The blunder-

' busses simply are wealthy Cynics whose

livelihoods would disappear if people felt
good about this country and this president.
So, on their radio talk shows, they fire nois-
ily and randomly at anyone and anything
linked to the president They give a
skewed picture-of America and America's
mood. If they reflected reality — conced-
ed that things probably were better right
now than.at any time since the days of
Dwight Eisenhower — they’d have no jobs.

llkethemngthmoouldn‘tmm
They dominate the headlines and difute
the good news by their antics. The admin-
istration, ever since it was elocted, has.
been plagued by mini-ecandals.The justice:
dq:amem couidn't get organized. The

commerce secretary had some question-
able friends. The White House staff
seemedlnept. Now the agricultyre secre-

' tary is caught cadging sports tickets,

S0, in truth, the president’s friends are

" as damaging to him as his enemies are. '

And, then, there's Whitewater; the thing

" nobody understands, and sex; the thing ev-

erybody understands. Those divert
tention and diminish the man.
In truth, too, there still are too many
poor peodle, and homeless people, and ad-
dlcwd people, and jobless peopie in this
country. Some test scores are

our at-

_,_._v

Butltneverisperlect.Andlfyoucan
lookbehindtheheadﬂn&ﬂyonmnpeer
around the scandals, if you can see
through the radio haze, you will discover
thauhmgareprettygoodln!mseoum
right now.

Don‘tywth!nkyoushwldthank?rd-
dent Clinton? -

. COUNTERPOINTS' columnists provide diverse

AAMte Thiewereve Ciwom Commmn Mamde e, Tl
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‘The media overlook his victories on key issues

 Clinton’s bad rep is a bad rap

Haitl is io the news again, |
providing the press with anoth- | s CLIA R3S g s
er oppurmunity 0 hammer 1t | - %< :
claim that Bill Clinton doesnt |

=z ) Presidens auempt to fulsll

keep his word. - . er, it's usually because Con- /
" Yes, Cinton bas broken a | gress refuses to agree or be-
few key promises inciuding his ~ {4 cause conditions have changed ‘
campaign pledge to open our .
shores to the Haitian boat peo- Why would {t be otherwise?
pie. But despite that, he has ful Presidents seek to govern, and
filled or i pursuing most of his | to do 0 they need
major commitments. : porters’ loyalty. Politicians
Among the dozens he has bave a stronger incemtive to
kept are & keep thetr word than to break
IaX increase it There s no following that is '
00 higher in- loyal © a broken promise.
comes, an George Bush paid dearty even
end. to the within his own party for reneg- ! -
- abortion- ing on his piedge of “no pew
counseiing taxes.”
ban, Nor, as the prems implies, is
leave there dishonor in the play of
tion, the politics. Press accounts of Clin- .
Amen tn's presidency imply that .
ican Free compromise¢ and negotation
_Trade are a regest from principie
Agreement Order sbout Y F™ P\ lmuudliiiia 4 This perspective makes no
and the Bra- < sense. American presidests
dy law. An are not like Eoropesa prime
ambitions . — ministers, who-sometimes op-
11} may soon : - erate with & ready-made ma-
join the Hist Numerous other been dogged by negative news.  asied opponents for a rebutial. Jority. The president and Con- !
proposals, including health- Nearly everything about Qin- - The nastier the retort, the bes- gem are separmtely elected
mm“mm'mmnmdb ter the story. jour- snd share legizitive power
their way through the Coo-' uia ©0 his rexponse to Pania oalizn gave way 0 attack four For a president to adbere rigid-
grem. i Jones' allegation of sexual he- ly to bis positiors, pardcularly '
His reistionship with Con- rEment, has been the subject This type of reporting oaly when big tssues Hke bealth
bas been 3 . of harsh reporting. . appears i be waichdog Care are invoived, i o {ovite
Slace 1933, Congressional Why has the natov's suppos- nalism It emphasizes deadlock and risk everything
Quarterty kept track of edly liberal press been 8o tough versy rather than accuracy, It A cermin degree of skepd-
mummmm on & Democratic president?  is i4elogicat are cismonthe partof the press is .
. announced a pasiton. ‘The answer is the same one prey’ med liars bealthy for democracy. How-
Coogrems backed Clinton's that explains IS rough tress T2 pamre of pews main- ever, pews that incesantly and
position on 88% of contested ment of his Republican prede- tains this fction. unjustifiably labels political

votes in 1993, 8 level exceeded cesmor, George Bush. When & president keeps his : .
only twice in 40.years — by Today's journatiem s rooted promise, a3 Climzon did by or- fosters public mistruxt and un- -
Dwi Elsenhower with 89% mnmmm.amnu»me on leaderstiip. The . .
:ggmblyslgmmm w politiciars, whatever mmnm; idency is particularty affected,

Qlntoo's record is the profile This cyniciem prevatls be- ken promise, .bowever, lives authority comes not from cop -
of a president who easily could Camse it is not substantially con- “on. Eighteen months after :

According to the Center for limit their eriticisms to demon- SAy, politicians tend to keep and institutions,
Medh-lqdhlbucmuln- sTabie clatma : their word. Qlinton's perfor- they are the prime contribu-
-lon received mostly pegative-  Topnotch investigative jour- mance paraliels that of other tors. For an instinstion that de-
Rews coverage (fust M% posi-  maliem, however, requires a presidears - -ands such high standards of

. tive) during the frst six moaths  level of tme and knowiedge Four major scholarly smdies  others, the press is incredibly
'“;:ammmh l':asm:a that journaiists do not routinely  have sysernatically compared Careiess in uphoiding its own. -
abl_emmdudingduﬁng By the mid-1970s, they had  with what they said s candi- ﬂmmE.Pcnam:‘upo
the NAFTA debate. Overall, 1amdlnmernymlmwg1 " dates. Each of these studies litical science professor at Sy~
however, nu'prsldgncy bas a politician's message. They reached the same conclusion: acuse Universty, . .
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[FromaDitch, | i e o o
. with

. Mummm
i ' promise seems barely possible: the i great goais m mmd, & .
' . perquisies of power. .

- | A Ray of St Houws sems ssied ormow. 0 porovmies st powsr: -
—_—— but never a may fvouding t:: casval l!un!:‘"a
Clinton Exudes Cheer ‘é.',,,:‘:.“-'",;’,‘;:."‘ M“l' "'m: lm.wmm'mmmmm
. . plagued Mr. Clinton as governor of COmMOMNLS oo the news of the day. At
Despite Many Crises | aransas couid agambave expiosrve  he mmsence of Leon Paneta, his
: political consequences for hm. ‘bew chied of gafl. and others, be has
L I Following the Mariel boat it of . KSR his mumd en the crime bill and

lyl..'..APPLEJI’. } J| 1900, thousands of refugess were tak.  (ben. Unevoudably, on Cubs as

tomcaii T new ven T | <019 PO O wnin deten. " 15 2 thow te bas Bt h.;u.::n
WASHINGTON, Aug. 19 — To bear m;&mmmmn FOQUAt With ruch SUCCNSS I the ©

Prendent Clinton's “recent visitors Mruuumlm Whhmnﬂh
‘tell it, he 1 frusirated with Congress, | Mr. Clinton's Republices opponent toned & corner. Pertaps Mr. Panetia
the news medis and the whole Wash- | that sutume ran ads accusing him of - really has succesded i changing the
ington political culture. :m“nﬂw‘hmﬂ’uiwﬁuuz

/ taled denisd re-election, public appsaremces, perheps
"muemhn This Ume, be rishs atinating the Binhday Boy (ak.a. Comeback Xid)

News and some bitiarness | Cuban-American community as well  was just in a good meed.
Amiyss e Rie | a8 others who thiuk the Untted 518185 - 1 any evant, bo grven

i Move openly then gver, | Should conteme to offer rehge to mmdhlﬂ—m
i his senior sides admit that be and ; . Clﬂlnllm.mnmb
. they have made serous mistakes,: Inadxtch, the 1@ Quits well with the Comgress i you
"I some of them agam’and again, and |- ; :yahwu:’m
they ireely concede 2t Mr. G | President ShOWS @ o e the Duectecs st hesets
a poiitical (i ' CRNS 10 resch across 0 each other in

1
g
i
J

e | sunny demeanor.

i
¥
|
i
i
|
|

|

hat whily
ummwmx
ed for him or for Ross Perot — and
n the
n the
Nt a
thisisen |,
= Mr.Clin-:
1~ 5o compiete was his mastery of the ' .ﬂthu;'
occasian that it was hard sot 1o wen- | - X . :
der wity-he has so seidom availed .
himse!! of the opportunity to hold )
prime-time news conferences. 4 | .A CLOSER LOOK ) : .
“He's got bis head i the game” :
said one of the White House statwarts! m m Qmm RM" !
who has known Mr. Clinton longest. u's' : TO L
1 “He's finally starung to realiss that -mmmmwma_-wwmm.
taking the criticism i part of fighting . .mm.ww.mumm»mnm ’
' i the battles, mevitable, sormal, some- States were 3 samitted. Their specsl stakus was granted
thing 10 be expeciad, and as be real- under the Cuben Refugee Adiustment Act of 1865, one of several
| iaes that, f1's Hberating Meamres retiscting decades of tension between Fidel Castro and

" pline. The question now, therefore, is. | | FOROWINg is 8 summary of the provisions of thet act and others.

how long the President, whoss stten- 1r cuaw:ruc.u ACT OF 1966
tion can wander like a tos-agersen | - ; i . i
Saturday night, manages to keep . Tmpwmmecmmmmqby

_ o himself squarely on target. American authorities while attempting to flee or who enteved the

. .18 a climactie moment — f not United States atter January 1, 1959 (the beginning of Mr. Castro's
pecessarily the climactic moment — . ; )lomfumvabemmmmlw
of the Clinton Presidency. $igy in the United States. Permanent resident status is necessary

With the mid-term elecuions, al- Deore n slen can aoply Kor o :
e T s, BT | rocuired nanoran o Westom ramagnas, cases oo o
. hogipdc o k the deadlock . | TYGTaNt visa at the U.S. consutar offics in ther natve country. But
. ' . ’ ) ' over the cnme bill in the Houss “Us.mmhmmm.a.'l”l.

of
. Rﬂ'""::m“;";’wg':l"z ;: TRADC (MBARCO WITH CUBA .
' : P T e faled last wetk. | The reguistions speiing Out the embargo wers ssusd by the Urisd
States on July 8, 1963, under the Trading With the Enemy Act:

he will jook weak snd his

chances tn November will dim. "

. Health care legisiation’a battle as & With some excepnons. no U.S. products, technology O services
may be exported to Cuba. erther dwectly or through thed Countnes.

q&bmocoamm.mnabemmmus.

3

important {0-him:as!Waterioo to Na-
poleonioriD-Day. 10 Etsenhower, also

LY Yoo U as they dached i o
o L i3 fixadd into # Jeot” [Perhaps e S — .
R G ere Y waaler. Acoena - The purpase of thes act was to tightsn the embargo while' holding out
e ot 2o dawn, o . - the possiility of assistance 10 Cubans. it Droviges the foliowmng:
70 . . . wTighiens oronibitions regaromg the icensing of trace with Cuba’
' | by forergn submdianes of Amencan frms.

: ‘B Authonzes auect mail detivery via the U.S. Postal Servce between
! Cuba anathe Unied States: imoroves lelephone commurcations.
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~Clinton’s
Secret

S 1ccesses

In Ireland and Latvia,
_- The President Gets on Track

By Martin Walker

dered from disaster

- ONVENTIONAL WISDOM says that °
‘ :MCﬁnm'ﬁomignpdiqh&n- .

mSnl.mhto.hnih-

t':m'n‘lhili,'hunmeﬂ‘ecumnaqm was

_The cease-fire in Nartkemn ireland and the final
withdrawat of Russa t'cnos fr>m the Baltic repub-
Lics rmght have happened without .. interven-

tion. Bat the quuet role played by the White House,

which incloded bmm Latvian nationalists into

‘Cess—a conmstent objective of Clinton's fu:;
licy since his campaign pledge to send 8 special

SUCCESS. From C1

“Peace Envoy” to Ulster. So far. do envoy.

. But there has been an lrish policy, driven hard
by Sen. Edvard Kennedy (D-Mass ), whose sis-
ter is now U.S. ambassador in- Dublin and
whose former foreign policy aide, Nancy Soder-
from the NSC. .

The decision to grant the visa to Adzms was
opposed by the CIA director, the attorney gen-
eral, the director of the FBI, the secretary of
suate and the US, ambassador in London, It
was promoted by Keanedy, Soderberg and

_Lake and supoonied by Clinton 23 2 chance
Martin Walker is U.S. bureau chief for Britain
{'}tGuardian. and author of 'neédd War.'A‘
ustory” (Henry Holt).

WOl Luung 1o Ling e LKA s poulcat wang,  vour pottical COUrag. -
Sinn Fein, mio the negotatmg process and 10 And i Clinton couid hope for the best when
bring the [RA to a ceasefire. . the IRA cease-rire came on Wednesdav. he was
In London, Brinsh Prime Minister John Ma-  enutied to a ruiler sense of accompushment -
jor was not pleased but was gutially prepared o when on the same day he was able to celebrate
listen to the advice trom Sir Robin Renwicic, his  the fina) witharawal of Russian troops from the
amhassadar m Washington, that Britam should  Baltic state of Estonia—an event wiuchi. as the
not overreact. The outraged respamse of the: , president sad. “marked the 1éal end to World
British roedia made this gmpossible. but when  War {1 in Eurooe.”
the dust settled—with a Jot of soothing from Clinton had secured trom Kussian rresoent
the Dublin government and from Washington—  Baris Yeltsm at therr Vancowver summut bst
Magor and Clinton agreed 1o ry something new.|  year—ang agam m thewr Moscaw meeung 0
“You had to look ahead.” said a serwor British! . nuarv of thus vear—an agreement to negotr-
official who was mvoived in the process. “If get-:  ate the withdrawal of Russian trooos which had
ting the political credibality that ame with thet  been in the Baiics since Hitler and Stalin mage
US. visa pushed Adams toward the peace pro-*  their pact to carve up Eastern Europe m 1940. -
cess. then that was all 1o the good. [f it did not,  But beset by Russian nationausts mside and out-

" the Amencans would leamn their Jesson and be ;

far more skeptical of Sion Fein in the future.” |
“That was how nt worked out. The White -
House felt it had been a bit ket down by the Ger-

‘en the 1.3, prvolvement ¢ inciude the
Ulzionst politizians also heiped allzy Unionist
fears that the Atericans were favoriy, e
| the' first visit by James Malynsaux,
the cudous, 74-yesrid leader of the U'er
Party, » the White House last Apnl
, with Vice President Al

Patrick Moy-

i

cmvincing the
did not wexr horns,” commeated a British
the visit. “Moly-

i

an lreland i 2w andesw—itten by American
0 a very clear way for probably the

ton followed up six weeks ago by suggesung to
Major that a humasnitarian gesture woud help.
from British jails back to Northern treland, eas-
ing family visits. Prodded by Clinton, Lake
calied Motyneaux repeatedly in recent weeks to

_fexsware the Unionist leader ‘that Washington

believed a cease-fire was caming and that the :
constitutional talks that would follow would '
have its backing. Molvneaw. ‘s Jeadership was
needed. said Lake. to reassv - the Protestants,
even #f some extremists tried to sabotage the
process with bombs and bullets.

" The fruit of this has been an

low-key reaction from Molyneaux, a token
grumble that the wor{ “permanent” was nota-
biy missng from the phrase “cease-fire” in the
IRA announcement. }t was to meet that con-
cern that, ‘after some last-minute telephone
huddling among Britisi. Irish and US. officials

" on Wednesday, Clirton’'s statement said,

“There must be 2 pe'manent end to the v
lence.” The flap over 1-e availability of US. ad
notwithstandmng, Lrish Deputy Prime Miruster
Dick Spring acknowie iged at the end of the
week that Clinton's once controversial visa de-
Cision “played a signifuant role in showing Mr.
Adams the correct path to follow.”

he U.S.-British relatonstip has now been

significantiv renaired. In their private

phone call on \Vednesday, Clinton toid
Major that the cease-ire was "2 testmony to

igprEwaER 4. 1994 THE TacHINGETS PET
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from his defense ministry, Yeitsin did kttle to
fulfid his pledge. citing his concern for the rights
of the ethnic Russians still bving in the Bahic

- sttes. ln Moscow, Clinton promised 10 raise

the matter with the Baltic kdaundd‘dp
Clinton did sti} move, thanks to the urging of
the young Rossian- affairs expert at the NSC,

| Nick Burns, Through the Swedish smbsssador

to Washington, Hesrik Lijjegren, (whose own-

was 3 real palitical problem in
well as in Mooz~ Could Washington heip?

Clo i agrmed to it-vite to the White 'tuuse a
dexyation of 13 Larvian nolitcal leaden . mchud-
ing bard Sor naucnais who opposed g.anmng
full civic rights 0 ethnic Russans and wan..2

Gare M0 comgozmises on 8 “emporary” Russian k-

tary presesce at the Skrunda radar station.
When they arrived in March, at a time when
the heaith refoxm task force was m full flow, 0o
n the basernent. Gore and Lake met the Latvi-
ans and urged them to give Yeltsin enough con-
cessians to close a deal, according to a-partic-
pant &t the meeting. )

Still there was no movement i a surly Mos- .
cow, where Russian Foreign Minister Andrei
Kasyrev was tefing.a meeung of Russan am-
bassadors that “the greatest actuevememt of
Russian foreign palicy in 1993 was 10 prevent *
NATO's expsnsion eastward to our borders.”

Iv, at the G-7 summit in Naples i July, Clinton
tand-delivered to Yeltsin a letter from Estonman
President Lennart Men asiing for a meeting in
Moscow. Clinton pressed Yeltsn to agree, ted-
ing him that the troop presence in the Baltics
was in danger of becoming "2 burden to the
Russian-American refationship” that cowd over-
wheim Yeltsin's autumnn visit to Washmgton.
Yettuin finally agreed, and Presdemt Men
turned zp in Moscow—to be met at the airport
by s deputy prime minister for agriculture, 3
calculated snuh. Meni was shown into Yeltsin's
presence. On the table, one bottie of Atohst
vodia and another of Stalichnaya. Yeltsin, who
-had already been sampling, bunched into an an-
gry tirade against Estonia’s ingratitude, its
uuunundgmtk_m Meni calmiy re-
phbed bv congratulanng Yeltsin on cutung the
ruble inflation rate and. aithough a near teeto-
taler, agreed to jom in 3 vodka or two. Or three.
By the end of the night, the bottles were
empty, and broken china littered the floor. Per-
haps it was acadentally brushed off by the Rus-
sian Foreign Ministry team of Andrei Kozvrey
and Vitaly Churian as they dashed in and out of
the room to Yeltsin's shouted orders o “get
this fixed into a deal” Perhaps the china was
huried to the floor in anger. Accounts differ,
But come the blearv dawn. the deal was
sealed, and when Men got back to Estoqa's -
captal Tallin. he toid UJ.S. Ambassador' Robert
Frasure, “Tell Mr. Clinton that Estorua i pev-
er forget what he has done for us. Never.”
Critics of President Clinton's foreign poiicy
rugnt want to treao a bitle soruv in Belfast ana
«n Tallin these aavs.
/-



there is nothing like the prospect of Bob Dole as

"_chhard Cohen o |
'rrospentc for P0pulaJ 1t“

Stepping outdnors or.e nignt wh.ue on vaca-

tion, | looaed at :he sky, held a finger to the

wind and deduced a change in the Zeifgeist for
Bill Clinton. Having been pummeled by the
.press, by the GOP, by certain members of the
Chnsuannmandevmbymbersofhlsm

party, he is now so low in public esteem (40

percent approval rating) that there is nowhere
togobutup.ﬂerearesmnefactorsthatmﬂ
give him a boost.
(l)lfﬂm'esnothmglikethepmspectof
one’s hanging to concentrate the mind, then

Senate maijarity leader to refocus Democrats.
By late August, the congressional GOP had
proven itself so partisan. so opportunistic (a
flip-flop on the crime bill), 50 patently foolish (Al
D’Amato doing'a version of “Old MacDonald
Had a Farm"), that it made Clinton look the
very mode] of principled resohrteness. His argu-
ment that never has Washington been 50 mean-
ly partisan, a somewhat self-serving rationale
for his own failures, is beginning to look truer

andm._Smythumaatswiumncmg_

home.

. (2) The behavior of the congressional Re-
publicans has been' downright delicate com-

pared to some of their allies on.the Christian
right. Jerry Falwell. for one, got his program
bounced from a Florida television station for
going into such detail about Clinton's alleged
extramarital activities that the n-other of a
9-year-old complained. Heavy breatiiing jor God
has long been a staple of those who clamor for
moral vajues, but this ume, it seems, Falwell
went too far. Clinton's critics, not wishing to be
associated with such sanctimonious smut, have
little choice bt to come to his deferise.

(3) Haiti. The invasion is a-coming, and the

. United Smeswlllgetomeas:erthanmos.

people now believe. Ouswu Haitian Prisident

Aristide, elected with about 67 percent of the

vote(manupersmﬁdd) mllbewelcumed

 The question is whether

the president can take
advantage of them.

back by the Haitian people—even some of the
rich who, by now. prderAnsudetoanmous

"economy. Clinton vill get the usual bounce in the

poﬂsfrmnasuccessmlmlhtarvopu'auonandwﬂl

_ fimally be able to say that his foreign policy does
indeed have backbone. In Cuba. Fide! Castro will.

be watchiig CNN—and wondering.
(4)1'hepr&zsstzrmgtohavesecond
thoughts about how it has treated Clinton. His
argument that press criticism has been exces-
sively personal—and often unfair—is starting
to get a receptive hearing, especially by thosé
journalists Clinton has telephoned or those who
have met socially with him. most recently on
Martha's Vineyard. The president’'s case has
been buttressed by the studies of social scien-,
tists, particularly Thomas Patterson of Syra-
cuse Universitv and Robert Lichter of the

Center for Media and Public Affairs. They say -

television has been too critical. More favorable
TV coverage 1s sure to-follow. _

(5) Let Bill be Bill. This.chant. unheard in the
land until this very moment. suggests that
Clinton ought to be treated no differently than
was Ronald Reagan, When Ron misspoke, got
his facts wrong, joked about bombing: Moscow
and took his wisdom from items in the Reader's
Digest. bis partisans said, “So what, we know

'm-Wumm 'posr VEDAESDAY. smnnm 1. 103:_

what he means.” They a:gﬁcd the case for t
essenuai Reagan, which is what Llinton’s fa
ought to do, too. So what if he talks too muc

" thinks out loud, seems disorganized, wea

too-brief running briefs and stavs too long at
party? He is doing what a president is suppos:

to do. This brings me toitem. . .

(6) The Clinton record is better than it seetr
Okay, there's-been no middie-class tax decrez
aspmm:sednt.heczmp.mdmmtmﬂ

' m:hdﬂ:amsystunhasmﬁunam

toadream.Butthemuysbothpaaﬂt
pmspetous.‘rhatsprettymnchmm
demand of their president. Less obvious, t
important nonetheless, the administration actu -

.ly cut the deficit (as promised)—a sign to t

all-important bond market that this preside .
apwecnwdhowdebxhumgddmspadmgs
the American econc: fiy.
mcmnmmvnotbokgratallbvlmnse
but compared with some of the potential Repu - -
lican nominees, he's Woody Wilson, FDR u
JFK rolled into one. Pat Buchanan, Bob Dol
Phil Gramm . ., paleeze! Republicans who cou
appeal to middle-of-the-roaders—Massach'
setts Gov. William Weld, for instance—a:
anathema to the antiabortion crowd and a
unlikely to get the nomimation. Labor Day
really the start of the new year. and alrea
people are looking anead to the next preside
tial race. Compared to no one, Clinton looi
weak. Compared to some of the Repubbcan

_however, he's a towering political figure. The:

are the factors affecting the political Zeitger:
The question is whether the president can tal
advantage of them by being disciplined, cand
and pnncxpled For Clinton, that's a tall orde
The ngmtcantakehmmﬁysofar Ahc
that.hesonhlsown. .

- plar-
. ‘3(‘ Pt
. Bifpush .+
me mbsnlcm coud, -
we - notloldank T
et he
s Devs

Ty



FROM WASHINGTON

The cure

You knew impressions of Bill Clinton
, were hardeniing when Michael Kellv's
long-awanet% New York Times Magaune_-
cover story on the president appeared in
late July. Prior to Kelly's piece, the con-
ventional wisdom held that Clinton
caves 10 pressure. tells people what thev
. want to hear. reneges on'promises and is
unable 10 tell the whole truth. But
Relly's exhaustive reporting showed .
well. that Clinton tells  people what Lhev
want (o hear. reneges on promises and
doesn't tell the whole truth. Two weeks
later “Nighdine™ interviewed - people
who had voted.for Clinton. They called

-him “weak,” a “wimp~and a pal.heuc lit-

tle thing.” The wav things are going, vou

almost expect (o see Strobe Talbott on

“Charlie Rose" _confessing that he’s dis-

trusted Clinton ever since meeung him

at Oxford.

It wasn't until three vears into jlmmv
Carter’s term that a critique of his char-
acter had gained such widespread accep-

—_— lance that it-seemed to render further
psvchoanalysis unnecessary. Clinton has
reached that point in less than two vears.
Now come the desperate “comeback”
scenarios. The difference is that Clinton,
unlike Carter, still has time to come
back. How might he do it?

" It's silly to search for a magic bullet
that will restore the president’s popular-
itv. He alreadyv has one, or something
close 10 it: welfare reform. Whenever
Clinton has been in trouble in the
recent past, he’s started talking about his
promise to “end welfare as we know it

S bv.imposing a two-vear limit on cash aid.

' Unlike Clinton’s health care plan. his
welfare plan is wildly popular. It atract-
ed 90°percent approml in one recent

. poll“Bv"pushmg it through to passage,

-1+ . .-the président could:remind the voters
-hé’ s‘ 16 "r'old-st\le liberal. Perhaps more
impdriaht, he «would show he's no push-
over for Democrats “ho are old-stvle
liberals. -+ . ~f -

Unlike Clinton’s crime bnll—hhnch |
was a pollster’s vision of neoliberalism. a ]
halance of controversial. but mainly svm- |

yansay

‘wouldn’t be enough time

for his welfare plan, which will get a

. baugh, blaming the “confusion” of vot-

bolic. steps—a ‘welfare time limit would |
have a large. measurable impact. Even I
on crime. What. after all. will make the |
streets safer: creating fiftv-eight new ted- i
eral death penalties. or shrinking the
culture of povertv and broken t.nm]xu
that welfare subsidizes?

If 1 were a Democratic member of
Congress. I'd certainlv. want to vote for
welfare reform before November. A few
months ago the president seemed.to be
preserving the option of trving tor a
welfare bill this vear if his top prioritv..
health reform, failed. But health reform
is now failing, and Clinton seems to’
have forgotten his welfare plan exists.
No congressional subcommittee has
passed it. Daniel Patrick Moynihan, the
Senate’s designated welfare - sage, has
done virtually nothing. Even if
Clinton suddenly punted on
heaith reform and shifted to
welfare, there probablv

to pass welfare Jegislation
this vear.

That's too bad-for con- -
gressional Democrats, who
now will likely face mid-
term elections with neither
health care nor welfare reform
to brag about. But it’s not neces-
sarily bad for Clinton, and certainly not

warmer reception in 1995's more Re-
publican legislature, Certainly, Majority
Leader Richard Gephardt won't be able
to ‘argue—as he did, inanely, on the
crime bill—that the presldcm should
water down his proposal in order to
pass it without Repubhcan votes. Next
vear, there won't be enough Demo-
crats left to- pass anything without
Republican votes. Clinton will have to
govern from the center.

So ‘much for substance. What about
character? All the bipartisanship in the
world won 't erase the doubts about Clin-
ton himself. At the equivalent moment
in Carter's term, Charles Peters of The
Washington Monthly wrote that- “What we
need. Mr. President, . . . is for vou to get
down on vour knees and admit vou have
sinned.” That would be nice. At the very
least. Clinton could drop the sort of
obvious self-picv—blaming Rush Lim-

ers in "a time of change™—that avoids
the.need even for introspection.

It is not good news to learn (see “No
Excuses™ bv Fred Barnes. page 9) that
the president is enamorcd of Thomas
Patterson’s Out of Order. Patterson, a
professor at Svracuse University, argues
that Clinton's presidency has been a his-
toric triumph. but that he is put upon by
a lazv. cvnical press. Even if Patterson is

- report the facts. Now thev feel thev have

. Times the next morning. beating his tom-

_reporters are likely to reward gratuitous

nqht compiammq about it won't help
Clinton with the voters.’ As Peters savs, |

they “want prcsndgnls 1O raise Lhemsches
up above that.” '
Nor wiil it help with the press. It's true
that journalists have changed in the ways
Pauterson describes. Theyv used to just

to add "analvsis.” Lose a big vote in Con-
gress and R.W. “Johnnv™ Apple will be
there on the front page of The New York

toms of doom. [t's also wrue that often

the press's “analvsis™ is ironic, cvnical

commentary rather than in-depth inves--
tigative reporting. No correspondenl is

going to describe. with a straight face, a

politician saving that his “crime bill must

belong to the American people.”

But this cvnical trend has been obvi-
ous in journalism and the larger cul-
ture for a couple of decades now.

' Like T.v., or the global econ- I

N omy, it isn't going away. A", i’

fo - modern politician like'Clin- _°
ton—and certainly a hip,

o voung aide like George
Stephanopoulos—is sup-
posed to recognize and
adapt to this change, not .
moan about it like a dino-

saur trapped in a tar pit.

How might a politician

appeal to journalists who, ‘in-
evitably, put their “spin” on the news?

Not. it turns out, by “spinning” the story

himself——ertwinly not with the grim,

defensive spin that has become Stepha-
nopoulos’s trademark. A more adaptive
strategy would recognize that today's

honesty. Look at Representative Barney
Frank. In 1989 the papers reported that:
Frank., a Massachusetts Democrat, had
hired a gav male prostitute in a “personal - !
capacirv.” What did Frank do? He freely
admitted what hadn’t been proved: that
he knew the man was still turning tricks
while “working” for him! Frank violated
the old damage-control rules. But he sat-
isfied the new, cynical rules. If he was that’
honest. maybe he wasn't playing the
usual games. Frank was re-elected. Clm~
ton should be so luckv. .
A final “comeback” suggestion, re-
garding Clinton’s four outside political
consultants: fire them. As any reader of
Bob Woodward's The Agenda knows,
these four (James Carville, Paul Begala,
Mandy Grunwald and Stanley Green-
berg) give questionable advice—e.g.,
thev ignored the antideficit boom—and» i -

- thev leak to the pre'ss vshen itisn't tiken thas

Of course:na dran ,*uc pubhc f'n'n”g)'of ‘elea
the consullams 1§ Jusl “the sort- of‘antig awz
Beltwav stuméhe consu’!tams themselmemm
would recommend, Better 1o qulcdv'tcﬂut da
them to go awa\} Thc”news will getouerit g
soon enough. “I\’Prsar

MICKEY KAUS
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ship, the feeling that progress was being
" made.”

' .parusan.andulnmmely

38 vewswrEx

"PUBLIC LIVES

Smaller, Softer, Simpler—Please

- The public has come to mistrust grand schemes and lofty rhetoric |

'BY JOE

IS HOW WASHINGTON SHOULD WORK,” THE PRESI-
dent said in his last radio address before shuffling off to

his Martha's Vineyard vacation. He wasn't talking about:

* Congress leaving town, although recent polls suggest the

public wouldn't mind a very extended leave. No, he was .

pmpmgmrmthamebxﬂ—“thetm@estm:konmam
history” —which had just passed Congress with

port. And now “members of both parties are trying wurk
omthexrdxﬂ'emncu”onhealthmre.'W‘henwepmadethe
rhetoric and the .w&msolv; any issue . 5 "
'Afnghtenmgthought.ngen e cast of characters. But opti-
mism is nice ina . And anyway, it’s fall. Bill Clinton's
pattern, in this highly seasonal presidency, has been tomllym
autumn. Last year’s version—passage
of the North American Free Trade

3," 8 Greenberg,
ponster‘lbeyhkedthebxpamaan-

Somehow the lesson failed to
penetrate the White House. The health-
care strategy was ﬁercely—wrtlessly—

So, now: bipartisanship—but a sea-

federal government. The president has looked to the past for -

activist models, rather than creating a new one of his own.

. The passage of the crime bill may prove to be the last gasp of

the old .order: a federalization, largely sym.bohc. of functions

* best left to localities.

If there’s new ground to be broken in the 1990s. it may have

-.more -to do with subtraction than addition. Activism in this
. scared,skeptical time is about “cleaning .out the barn.” as the

Mad Perct used to'say, clearing away layers of regulation and

_bureaucracy. It's about how government works. The president,
_ one senses. understands this—but doesn’t like it mich. He sent

the vice president off to “reinvent government” and this week
they'll celebrate the first anniversary of that effort—which has

 been a surprising and substantive success—and then he'll forget

about it again, no doubt devoting all his attention to replacing

.. right-wing thugs in Haiti with left-wing thugs, and the funle

SEPTEMBF.R 19.1994

Mhﬁnhl!:AtLaborDaymIlymane

KLEIN

ﬁ'ontopassa“bxpamsan"healthbxllthnmmumythm
Success, if Clinton is to find any, lies elsewhera, it will cor
from improving the things government does now; or elirinatin
them.Anmmple:IaborSecrmryBobﬁddupanQayar
admirably—going * dround the country, asking unemploye
. workers what they wanted from the U.S. Servic
The answer was: something other than the Servicx
Thiey laughed about the Employment Service, When the
was raised in focus groups, someone would—inevitably,
ly— imitate the mating call of the American buresncrat, “Next!
vAndevmyonewmldhoot.SoRemhmmeupwﬂhaﬂmtoaﬂov '
private employment agencies to compete—~tentatively, in a fev -
sta:a—apmst government agencies. A great: idea, quickl
tnshed.ltwashﬂadhmm
committee by labor (whic
\ represents public ) A “Clin-
: _tonul;eemploymcnt ﬁnmﬁ;
. would pump more money into a
. .hnuumcyﬂmllcdvimwwldre- .

'. unemployed
leatheymghtﬁndmaﬁﬂ.“ﬁnhedo&?
He hasn't so far. L

‘mennandpahapsminnmam .
‘ The conventional argument against
snhnmﬂegynsthuﬁemhanhswwldbhdﬁ. '

" son late, onempeds.Wthanelecmnlthnshmg mtons.
imminent for the Democrats, there's no percentage “Cli . great gobs of political capital would be spent and no
in cooperation, even for the high-minded sort of | desire to one would care (except the special interests in-
Republicans Clinton hopes to recruit. Anyway, bi- add more Whedwhowmddmkewmbatﬂnmm
partisanship to what end? In the president’s mind, But then, the television and evening news
the goal remains the same: to add more govern- | government | shows are filled with bureaucratic tidbits and out-'
ment. This has been a fundamental miscalculation of has been a rages —chicken-feces stories, literally; the public ap-
thei Clinton administration. a failure of vision—the . lati _petnefnrthlsstu.ﬁ'ua limitless. There
idea that activism in the 1990s is essentially a reprise _miscalculation might also be a substanti appemnﬁraprwdent'
. of the activism of the 1930s and 1960s: the perfec- who hacked away at practical problems —rationaliz-
tion of the welfare state, the further i of the | ing Medicaid, cleaning up (or closing down) veterans hospitals,

'ﬁndmgoutwhataﬂthosefolksaredomgatthaDepmmanof

Agriculture, and onand on. -, _
Leadership is about more than good management, of course;

but for this president, management may be the- place to begin
rebuilding trust. It isn't a very sexy project—there'd be nane of
the heavy breathing that has attended other Clinton initiatives—
but these aren't sexy times. Thepubhclmsecmetonmmm _
grand schemes and lofty rhetoric. Lines like “the toughest attick ™"
on crime in history” clank dreadfully: they diminish credibilitys
Gimmicks like a middle-class tax cut— floated again last week . <
only seem desperate. An emphasis on' the nuts and bolts. of.
governance might. however, impose a certain disciplirie’ (on
Republicans as well, who'd finally have to put up or shut up). It
would be serious. sober—eloquent in its modesty. It might force
the president to find a more competent team, to speak more

 plainly. to appear less callow. Mavbe even presidential.



‘RENQ AT LARGE It's Not What Clinton

- Says; It's That He's Saying it

By Robert Reno= (c) 1994, Newsday=
It was, of course, President Hardmg who first proposed
the national observance of Arbor Day. :
This-is forgottcn along with the fact that he is the
father of modern disarmament' he signed the Washington, -
- Naval Treaty limiting the capital ship tonnage of the
major powers and of federal fiscal accountability he was
the first president to have a budget. What is remembered
" is his assignation with his mistress in

a White House broom closet, undetected by his ever-prowhng v

" wife, Florence, and the Teapot Dome scandal involving the
pxlfenng of public assets so vast as to make Whitewater,

- even in the dreams of Alfonse D'Amato, R-N.Y., pale to
triteness. . .

fe's ed up Arbor Day.

ob Dole, R-Kan., and Newt Gingrich, R-Ga., is so

predictable as to evoke the image of a pair of wind-up

" dolls. Their sound bites would write themselves: "' A
threat to the hard working lumberjacks of this country”
(read: the timber companies won't like it) ** Another piece
of pork” (read: we didn't think of it first), ** Another
attempt to intrude federal authority into our lives”
(read: next they'll say you can't chop down a stand of

- virgin ‘redwoods to build '
a shopping center) or Who elected Mrs Chmon to pick
our holidays?” (read: she's another one of those meddling
females.) D'Amato, the fox who has taken up guard outside
the nation's ethical chicken coop, would undoubtedly smell
evidence of malignant collusion between the nurserymen’s
lobby and the White House.

That the congressional Republicans have become
monotonously reactive is cicar. But why they have become
so ideologically mindiess, so transparently vacant of .
anything but cant in their obsession to demonize the .
president isn't. Who can conceive, for instance, of a ‘Cuba -
policy, any Cuba policy, that wouldn't have automatically
activated the Republican fax machines to chum out

- denunciations that would require only. the filling in of :
: blanks with “"too weak,” “*too tough,” “*too late,” or
*“too soon?” A

You have to suspect it all has more to do wuh a sense .
of frustration than anything: approaching’ pnnclpled
outrage. And it must derive from Clinton's shameless
larceny of three button-pushing issues which have defined
the Republican Party for more than a gcnernuon law and_ 3
‘order, an anupathv to welfare and fiscal problty i

Think of it. Since the New Deal, Repubhcens have
ridden free on the trolley of out-of-control (read

_ Democratic) fiscal policy. But just last week the

Congresslonal Budget Office forecast a $202 billion deﬁclt.’ .

V&

iz the current vear and a $162 bnlhon shortfall ncxt

Anyway, suppose it was Bill Clinton who, perhaps at his s

The reaction of &'

year, indicating that the administration is more than $20
billion ahead of its original goals for reducing the
inherited Reagan-Bush deficits. The crime bill that drove
the Republicans to parliamentary hysterics leaned heavily
toward traditionally Republican punitive spprosches death

penalties, three-stnkes-you're-out, more prisan-cells,

. more cops and gave but marginal emphasis to traditionally

Democratic_systemic: solutions —midnight-besketbetl, And if

- throwing mothers off welfare after two years, another

Clinton proposal, isn't solid gold Republican o odoxy,
the ? Maybe you'd be bitter too if you werea ..
traditional Republican, naked of issues, who found your
party being increasingly defined by its traditional -
embermassments, by figures like Oliver North and Rush
Limbaugh. -

" Distributed by the Los Angcles Tunes-Wuhmgton Post
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Yes, T here Is a National Interest

counterpomt Replacing thugs wuh an elected pre31dent isa good place to start

i BY MICHAEL ELLIOTT

T'S EASY TO OPPOSE' ‘AN INVASION OF H.Am AND IF YOU:

polled the gurus of internationa} affairs; you'd find that most

of them do. And if those gurus were always right, gas would

cost Americans 310 a gallon. There's a respectable case for a

U.S.-led invasion of Hmu. and some of the arguments against
it are specious.

A thoughtless invasion won't work. If the admmnstmhon drops
into Haiti, restores President Jean-Bertrand Aristide and organ-
| izes a few homecoming parades-in time for the November elec-
tions, then a long failure of policy will be compounded. Much of the

Caribbean is in or near a political and economic crisis, for reasons-

thatnmﬁ'amabullheadedﬁdelCasuotothepnceofbamnas
Washington needs to address that crisis long-term, by offering
security and economniic assistance in exchange for de--
‘mocracy. There are worse places to start than Port-au-
Prince. replacing some thugs with Haiti's elected

whole question of what is our nanonal mterat’ has to be puzzlec
out’in a national debate.” So: why shouldn't it be in America’:
interest to promote harmony and in its own region? As
Haiti and Cuba have shown, instability in the Caribbean doesn't
stay there—it washes up, dead or alive, on the Florida shore.

The counsel of despair says that America shouldn't intervene
because it always makes a hash of natio —in Haiti 60
years ago as in Somalia last year: But that's wrong. The United
States is too politically correct to say 30, btnundmlpower
hasbuﬂtoneextremelysuecessﬁdnanonmthe&nbban Puer-
to Rico. America's intervention in Haiti between 1815 and 1934
failed because the presence of racist army officers finned the flames

-of nationalism—a mistake that today’s integrated armed forces
“aren't likely to repeat. And no one suggests that Haiti is as warlike,

well armed and bent on self-destruction as Somalia.

m Then there’s the really pernicious argument: that
illegitinzate

intervention in Haiti is somehow because

| -president. disapprove of the only the Black Caucus wants it. Note thn “only.” In
“Intervention” is not an either/or concept, espeaaﬂy " wayClinten is what Walt Wh:tn:anqaﬂedg“mhon of nations,” it will
whenapphedtotheUS -Caribbeanrelationship. When:  handiing the site~-  often be in the nanonalmterut" to take an action
the sunriseseachmo the United Statesintervenes ,  ation in Hait and about which one group feels  while others
inthe Caribbean, just by being whereand whatitis—the _the probiees of - acquiesce. There's nothing peculiar about that; it’s true
richest, most prosperous nation on earth, both squash- Haltharefugess?  of U.S. policy toward Ireland, perhaps even Israel The
ing and nourishing the Antilles like a great sow with a 31% Approve BlackCananbasaxguedmmeandthowwdmhn :
litter of runts. Until an embargo was imposed after  47% Disapprove agmedwnhnt.that‘sasdl.egmmatenmﬂthngww
Aristide was de three quarters of Haiti’s interna- ©  warmmsxwswezx s as any.other aroun
tional trade was with the United States (that's not inter- . viysxaacmamo. . - True, this is the Clinton administration: if something
vention—that’s domination). Economic ties alone can't ST AT can go wrong, it probably will. An invasion alone won't
justify onenation lumbering into another to put right - o 7 84, 1094 be enough: the administration should also be lobbying
great wrongs. But America’s economicand cultural grip 1 - ¢ reacomace for a Caribbean trade bill stalled in Congyress.
does show that for every nation in the Caribbean. “sov- TR 00070 Yet whenall's said and done, the Caribbean would be a
ereignty” is a concept with practical limits. wrwywrEx pouL © 994 better place if the Haitian junta was forced to leave. Gas

Msnowunderstoodmtheregmnuulf.'l‘hedays )
of seeing America as a bullymg
colossus are ending; people in
the Caribbean know baw cruel
government in small places can
be. They cheered the invasion [
of Grepada in 1983 and they
will provide forces to keep the
peace in Haiti; invasion is au-
thorized by a UN. Security
Council resolution. This is not
gunboat diplomacy. :

- Whatever it does for Haiti,
does an invasion make sense for
America? “There is absolutely
no national interest in an inva-
.sion,” thunders former. U.N. .
ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick.. §
while Dan Quayle savs Clinton
plans to invade just to get a
boost in the polls. Are things
reallv that. simple? Randall
Robinson. of TransAfrica.
i whose hunger strike forced a -

! change in Haiti policy. thinks
- not. With the collapse of'the So-
viet Union. savs Robinson. “the

lTlHE DAYS OF SEEING AMERICA AS A BULLYING COLOSSTS ARE ENDING: Members of a sniper unit with the 82nd Airborme

usdllchmp andfomgn-aﬂ'amgmumhewrm
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Bad News

| A'b()ut |
Clinton

Report'Sa_vs Coverage
’ Unfau' to President

By Howard Kurts
Patup At S Sraer

President Clinton has been badly

_battered by television news cover-

assemaments filling the airwaves in

every month but one, a new study
an

At 2 time whey: ume journalists
are quesuonmng whether media cov-:
erage of politicians has b.come too

cvrucal, the report from e Center .

for Media and Puoc Affairs may
“elp Yl an.eraerging argument
that. whatever his own mistakes,.
Clinton has been antairly painted as
a l:_abd presdent.
rom lnaugurstion Day through
late June 1994, Clinton has been the
rget of more than 2,400 negstive
comments on the network evening
DEWICAStS, an aversge of nearly five
per mght. the center foumd. He drew
far greater coverage, and far more
oegative coverage, than George
‘Bash did in the first 16 months of bis
_The study, whil tabulates explic-
rfy peative and negative comments
from afl sources, found that nearly
62 percent of the evaluations of Clin-.
ton were negative. When obvious
partisans, such as administration of-
ficials or congressional )
are exciuded. nearly. three out of
four assessments of Clinton were
negauve on “NBC Nightly News*
“CBS Evening News" and ABC's
“World News Tonight.* .
"W_e've.hit the pont ‘where the
‘coverage is 50 nasty and there's so
much of it that it’s produced a quali-
tatyve difference 1n the w3y peopie
feel about therr president,” said Rob-
ent Lichter, the center's director,

tives. “There’s 3 feeting that this

13 2 scoundrel because there's mg::
hostile mexdia environment. He's had
the musiortume of being president at
the dawnung of an age that combenes
atlack-dog journalism with’ tabloid
news '

A handful of journalists and aca- *
. demics have_comended in recent
weeks that Clinton is a better presi-
demdmhehasbempon:wedb&'
ine meda. This. they say, 13 partially
responuble for the deckne in Clin-
ion's approval raung. which sank 1o
anlll-hmelowof”pemuh!he
latest USA Today-CNN poll,

David Drever, the White House
yelladaymal'\veliveinuuageol
0J~am'-ewumnuw

" $hows more and more are settng the
agenda. . . . Byt we still bebeve there
+13 an augience 1or the vervy real

"Rt

cuung the gehat to creaung 4 mu-

Clinton has also been roughed up
by the prnt medu latelv. Newsweex
columrust joe: Klein has accusea hum
of pracuang the “pobixcs ot promus-

cwty.” Michael Kellv de<lared 1 the

New York Times Mavazine that
“there ts 3 hollowness to che Clinton
presidency, a3 sense that it lacks a
center because the man at its center
ucks one of hus own.” Wasmngion

. Post reporter Ruth Marcus sad in an

opuuon prece that “the Clinton Wiute
House often seems to be followng 3
pattern of knowng or reckless disre-

- gard for the truth.” Bob Woodward's .

book “The Agenda” depacts the White
House as a place of chaotic indecy-
son. Even Garry Trudeay's *Doones-
bury” cartoon strip bas begun por-
traying the president 33 a waifle: -

But s few dissenting voices are be-
gioning to be heard. With the econo-
my humming and the nation at peace,
“don't you think the president of the
United States should get at least
some of the credit?” former NBC
News president Michael Gartper
asked Tuesday in USA Today.

New York Magasine's Jacob Weis-
be wrote this week 1~ “Bill Clin-
ton has heen ore futhfut to his
*sord than asy otinr chief execttive
b recent e Bt e “volers
mistruse Clisiton in part becume the
media keep tefling them not to trust
him.*

up in a rampant wave of astional cyni-
cism,” 23 Geraid Seid gt it in yesters
day’'s Wall Street Joornal. Many
Americans view the media as just an-
ather failed aational institation, 8 sen-
tment that has given rise o a thriv-

credibility scale, with jast 21 percent

saying the press is very or mosty
honest,

Network officisls defend their '

White Honse as fair but
cr:md'emmemmdmﬁm

changed.

“He’s had a bumpy ride.” Bill
, NBC's wice presudent for

news. said of Clinton. “They'd be the

frst to admit they've made quite &

few nustakes, and the coverage prob-

ably reflects that. | think we have giv- -
_en Clinton credit when he's managed -
10 push through lemsiation. But care-

kongerm reflecuon gets lost in |

Wheatiey painted to the explomon

the process.”

of news analyxis in the last two de-
cades, saying that “since amalysis in-

evitably gets into the problems 2

president 13 having, that may be at

. lesst partly responsible for the ‘nega-

tive’ coverage.”
“World News Tonight,” saxd that “our
newscast has beeri emmently fair.”

But he added that “we've all tended -

to be more negative. You could sav
it's 3 reactson to Watergate and its af-
lermath, 3 contimgng cynicsm about
people in public office.”

Ken Bode, hoet of PBS’s “Wastung.-
ton Week in Review.” disputes the
culprits in Clinton's unpopularity.
“His problem is be doesn't seem 10
know what he stands for, and the
people out here don't trust him.”
Bode said from DePauw University in

Indiana, where he teaches politics

and media. After the campagn con-
troversies about Gennder Flowers,
manmuana use and draft avoudance,
“there s a orearsposinion to doudt s
RUY on the part of journausts.” v

Hul Llunton rs clearlv a teievisn
presigent: His agmimistrannn na-

been the subrect of 4.256 stones'on

the fietwork evenmng news. more
than 120 hours of air tume. Lichter
found. The sheer voiume of re-
porte—an average of 8.2 a nuent—1s
44 percent hugher than the coveraty
of the Bush presidency dunng 3 com-:
parable penod. And Bush recerved
hatanced coverage—49 percent posr
tive assessments and 51 percent nea-
atve—un that penod. :

Whie Lichter's method,nt catece~
nang sound bites musses some lac-
tors, such as the impact of visual mm-
ages. it provides a rough measure of
the tone of televioon coversge. )

By this acoountmg, the onty month
that Clinton recesved more posive

than negative assessments was last

“November, when Congress passed
the North American Free Trade
Agreement and the Brady gun-con-
trol law. By April. after a h.rjnged
criticism against Clinton's pobicies on
Korea, the televised comments
turned 72 percent negative, the high-
est since the early moaths of his
term. -

Clnton hasn't even gotten a boost
+ from bis own party: Nearty two out o

1 evenmg pews. the study. found. She
.1 recefved the best coverage of anv
member of the administration last

Paul Begata. a political adviser to
Clinton, s the adversamai tone of
most reportng has clearly hurt the

presdent. “Every tne Clinton has 3 -

new mitiative, reporters have got to
have a ‘take,’ and the take has got to
be negative, lest you be accused of
being in the tank” he sad “If it's
snotty, 30 much the better. Thev,
can't do 3 stand-up on the White
House lawn saymg. “What the presr
dent did today. Dan. was nothing
- shart of mmaawous.” .

Twumsoay, Serriwsea b, 1954 Tue Wasurecroy Post
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Earlier this summer the natlonal press

fucused on Bl Qlinton's attack on conser- -

vatlve (alk show impresario Rush Lim-
baugh Instead uf focusing on Tim Hager,
who lutrodured the pregident at a St. Louls

event that day. 1t’s a shame; TIm Hager .

may be n more Interesting siory.
The 18-yenr-old Si. Louis natlve is one
uf the lirst AmeriCurps volunteers, the

_abuut-to-be-launched domestic sequel to

thr Peace Corps. His AmeriCorps eflorts
to help stem violence In his neighbor-
hood have speclal meaning. Tim Hager

Politics & People
By Alben R. Hum

was hrulally beaten by thugs four years
ago, leaving such permanent damage
that he had to abandon his Ilfelong
dream of service In the Marine Corps.
But AmeriCorps is a special opportunity
for special kids like Tim., -

‘On Sept. 12 the Clinlon administration
will formally launch AmeriCorps. a three-
year, $1.5 billlon program that eventually
alms 1o pul 100,000 young men and woinen
to wark In community service in four ar-
eas: education, health.and human needs,
the environment and pubdlic safety. This
natlonal service program was a major
Clinton campaign promise.

The volunteers—there will be 20,000 the -

first year—will receive . minimum-wage
pay amounting to about $7.500 8 year and
[ree health care. For one year of work they
will get a $4,725 educational voucher that
can be ysed [or cnllege, vocational educa-

- tlon, ar to pay off a college loan.

The head of . the American service
corps Is Ell Segal, a 51-year-old former po-
litical actlvist, successful businessman
amd long-Ume Clinton confldant. He

successfully started up lhm businesses,
providing him a distinctive view of the
challenges awaiting him.

“We must view ourseives less as 8

mnl maker and more as an investment

banker; we hope to be very involved In
these prograoms.” He promises lo set
tough, business-like standnrds. **We don't
believe we are golng to sulve the problems
of crime, Hilteracy or the environment, but
we can make a difference. Any program
that doesn’'t make a difference, where we

can’t say we have Improved the situation, -

doesn’t deserve to keep [unding.”
Mr. Segal foves the Idea of 1apping Into
ideallsm, of AmeriCorps being a sequel to

the Peace Corps or Clvilian Conservation _

Corps. But he aiso believes its mission is to
instill a sense of personal responsibility in
Its participants. The educationai value he

belleves is critical. The average debtof.a ~

graduate of a public university or college

Is $6.500. AmeriCorps volunteers could. -

serve up to two years. meaning lots of kids
could 90 o college or use the vouchers to
pay off an educationa debt.

Untlike the Peace Corps or COC, how-
ever, AmerlCorps seeks to bulld on exist-
ing programs=there are thousands of ef-
fective grass-rools organizations around
America—and the existing propensity for
young students (o eagage In volunieer
work; one study shows that almost 70% of

college students now do more than three

hours of volunteer work a week.
About two-thirds of the program will

be funneled through the bipartisan.

AmeriCorps commissions: established in

‘the states. Final approval of any pro-
' gram and participants will be made by

the National Service Corp.. but many of
the ideas and- much of the energy will
bubble up from localities.

“This really prosnises (0 be 8 grass-

roots elfort building on an Infrastructure
already there,” says Vanessa Kirsch, the
founder and execullve director of Public

Allles, & Wuhlnﬂnn-hud program that

nllmmmhlowthnmwn-
:Mhulpmnmmmu-. “They

reslly seem (o be looking for people who
mmtommmmlnm
sireels.”

AmedCorpl pmjectl on Lhe dn-lng

L] Tuchln; underprlvllued kids ho\v lo
read.

® Working with clerla toget ywlhs out
of gangs.

- Teaming up
with retired 1BM ex-
ecutives o teach In- #f
ner<ity children how §
{o use computers.

" @ Clesning up the
“sharelines of Galve-
ston Bay.

o Working with
the Navajo Indian
fike providing o o

g clean
tap water. - EY Segal

© Helping rebulld ln.nhnodﬂuuled
homes in south Florida In tandem with
Habltat for Humanity. :

Thete are mare than a few crities who
worry that the will evolve Into
. costly political pork, or that It will be a
feel-good, *“goo-goo sop™ Lo liberats. Some

mn ask why the gvvrrnmem
“pay” volunteers.
U Tim Hager is the pntomn of Ameri-

Corps volunieers, these concerns are
groundless. Despite his eariler injury. he
joined the Marine Corps last year but
eventually had to leave when the degener-
ative arthritis In his hips worsened. He

was devastated, - but soon discovered -

AmeriCorps, offering s chance not only lor
-public service but also to retura to his old
neighborhood and-work at reducing the
sort of crime that afflicted him.

It was awful when'] had to leave
the Marines. But riow I [eel like I'm

_seems ideally sulled for the task. He has-

the AmeriCorps Job and ald he doubts.
thal he would be able to go lo collrge.

concept Is much more “appealing i

George Bush's 1.000 Points “of Light! . s,
which would have encouraged vilun-
teerism more as noblesse oblige lur-
nwore affluent kids than as s program ~

fo eplist and help working-class klds
Iike Mr. Hager. -
As [or worries about political pork, hir.
Segal continually hammers home the peut
{hat these projects have got to make t.in-
gible contributions to the communitles :is
well as lo the participants. The model i -
demonstration project last summer. Soine

. 80 young men and women were sent (v

Texas 10 pubii. ... the childhood immu-
nization program and locate children who
needed Inoculations. The result: There
were 104,889 Immunizations In southern
Texas. “'For every $} we spent on this, the

- refurn was $5.65,” Mr. Segal brags, bas>d

on 8 study by his organlzation and the Cen-
ters for Disease Control. -
No one is better nble to assess liw

'owunnnltlel and problems_ [facing

AmeriCorps than the remarkable R, Sar-
gent Shriver, who started the Peace
Corps more than 33 years ago. Mr.

Shriver sees a lot more difficulties with

this program because of the diversity uf
existing efforts and the greater political
problems with a domestically based Inl-
tiative than a [oreign-based one. But the
opportunities today are plentiful: “In

-1960 Jack Kennedy aroused a sort of lde:

allsm and sell-sacrilice; something sud-
denly began to happen. Tod * that s

more the norm. This is one «: ihe most

heartening developments of thw fast part
of the 20th century.”
- Ell Segal has the potentlal to hers ew?

the Sargent Shriver of this de ade. n At -

wimild he an achlevement.
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Did Gore Reinvent Government?

A Progress Report

By Donald F. Kett!

\hmson wis.
hoatpiember 1993, Vice President Al Gore promised
nothing less than a campaign to reinvent the Fed-
eral Government. {n a document boldly named the
Nauonai Performance Review. he pledged 8 Gov-
ernment that “works better and cosis less,” treat-
g citizens as customers and delwen.ng better
value for their tax dollars.
, Skeptics dismissed the campaign as holiow rhetoric.
Just another strand in a long string of 1l}-fated Presidential
commissions (0 improve Government efficiency. But 8
year later, the skeptics have been )
proved wrong. Amid sour debate
over health refarm and crime. the
" Nattonal Performance Review has
been one of the Clinton Admhuun-
tion’s few clear victortes. -
The review promised fo reduce

the Federal civilian work force by Jab e
' -rget ¢
! ‘.;‘a""

252.000 over five years — a p!edm
the pu%'. ltked 30 much that - Lon-
gre:s voted fu #ven greater reduc-
tion:. The Administrution has done away with the Govery
ment « inordinatety complex all-purpose résume and anpi-

cauon oy 1t u>s hammered out a tough barsain with -

Congress to simplify prowwizen: and a=ated «. council of
chief operating officers from ail the Cabinet departments
to focus attention 6n management problems.

Even more tmportant, Mr. Gonlmuvmml
fresh sense of the possible. Good idess that lay faliow for
yunhlvemmlue'mhh'mm

the Government are producing mountatng of {resh idess.
In Milwankee, for example, a team of Vetersns Affairs
:ﬂmlmmnnmwm“w

23 L}
mwd thereby saving million, 8§ per-

But i the review has given rise to bew excitement and
energy — and 5:oro pregress fn fts
ir3t yoar than almost anyone be-

Beved possible — jts success is
‘tnreatened by two major nroblems.

Firsl, a preorcupathn wuh

short-{erm savings. As the Vice
President has argued, a Govern-
.ment that works better can cost
less. in practice, however, focusing
on tmmediate SavVings can weaken
(heclmpnmmmeuuh
the long run.

The biggest chunk of the $108 billion in promised savings
~ $40 billion — was 10 come from shrinking the Federal
work force; where and how to make these cuts would be de-
termined by carefully rethinking how to do the Govern-
ment’s job. Practice has been exactly the reverse: the down-
siong has comne first, largely disconnected from any strate-
8iC plan. leaving managers scramb o orm that
{f anything have grown. m pert fobe

Donald F. Kettl. professor of public cﬁdn and ‘political
science at the Umvermy of Wisconstn, is @ visiting fellow
at the Br n Wash He is author of .
the institution’'s new report 'Rcmwmng Government?
Appraising the Nattonal Performance Rewiew.*

b3

Not surprisingly, this ,
. reversal’ has’ undercut the
morale of the verv workers being
called to take bold risks. In contrast
with the famthar antt-Washingion rhetonc
that blames “bureaucrats” for waste and tnef-
fictency. Mr. Gore's report saw the problem as
the system. not the workers, and it promised (0
enable them to do their jobs better. [n rerurn. it
askad them to take more chances And worTy more
about performance.
Thedownﬂzlnsplmhubemnbunke(olmld
water on those goais. indeed. for most Federal em-
ployees, the threat to their jobs, not the focus on re-
sults, has been the defining mmy of *retnvent-
tng Government.®
1t would be natve to think that any change

And the Federa! work force can clearly be
reduced; there are far t00 meny lxyers and
100 muTy mindiess rules. Bt 33 downsizing
in.the private sector has taught us, big cuts
.. without broader stratrgics only hurt morele
and cten fail even .0 achieve their goal of reduc-
ing costs. * Juick public-opimor, VICtories (rom cutting
Federal et nioyees could Sasdy pale . comparr

with Congress. At first, it was thougit

that the Administration could accomplish

most of its reforms without

proval But the first year has made ciear that this
hope stmply 't realistic. Congress’s e
thusiagm for the geoeral of the performance

concept
both houses have been tugging at i3 individual
threads in ways that could unravel i For example,
House members didn't want 10 burt b2aih cde
for vetersns, 30 they voted (0 wasunt e Veter-
ans Health Administration’s 217.000 empioyees
(almost 10 percent of the total) from tism wouk-
force cuztbacks. The Senate thes voted to exempt
. Federal ertminal fustice

i

smployees. .
For the many valuable pieces of Mr. Gare's

effort to endure, a new balance of power will
somehow need to be struck. Congress has a le-

' ‘ ghtimats interest in overseeing the executive
branch. But {f buresucrats are to produce a cheaper

.mmmmﬁmmmmrtm
micro-specification

dom to do thetr jobs without of the
detalls. The Government Performsance snd Results
Act of 1992, which commits the Government t0 a
decade-long effort to draft strategic plans and mea-
sure the results, is an important first step. .
Congress and the -President need to strike &

FForonce.a__
study that

woh't
cather'dust.- -
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‘Reinvention’ Delivers

Smaller U.S. Bureaucracy

" But Will the Goal of Better Service Suffer?
e

ok office, 78.000 federal workers gaid they bad not heard or read anything

have departed. They will be followed  ghout the administrznion’s “remrventmg gov-

at least 60.000 others m the bext  ernment” efforts. .
Lﬂwmm“ The goverzment, bowever, will become
" This downating of the OVErD~ wriren into baw that federal expioyment,
ment, wnderway in Almost €Very e oy ot 2 1 milion, can be no more than 1.88
partment sod sgency, ensares that iy by the end of fiscal 1999.

Vice President Gore will achieve coe
of the top goals laid out i bis YED- ' oogy pack to the presidential campaign,

1100,000 civil ervice jobs. Gare's report in-

was issued coe year 2go this mooth,
- Gare, who is scheduled to relemse o the pomber to 252,000, and was re-

Wedoeadry on bis. :
A suns report “mlwmmwm

h,mwmm_&_ «d to reduce what Gore's report called “the -

News pearly & structures of over-control and mcromanage-
See REINVINTION.AGCal1 . Wmmu. procur ..am:
* e Aitng-the tactics 1o’ ackieve & govern-

LTt P57 it HHat *works better end coses less™ re-
cooTULe ;Z‘L’;Zlg“m:"“' :‘\“‘ aromnd resuits, ot el
SR 2 e '"_’"‘mmm-nmm'm|
< T ERes ¢ rthe'pmber of middle managers

. 4Bt government managers have scoffed at
". . . " s bim i I“ t P
-

acimowledge that pobucs shaved the dec-
$00 20d the magnmce of the cut “It-was

sutsectrve.” sad one top pobmical 2ppx -
“but we had 16 come ‘up with 3 numbey )
thougnt was doabie. As Democrazs. we hia

.10 pay to both mdes of o bebef svstem.

One was tiat ‘we believed government cas.
in fact. work. and the other w33 the orttxal
immuvemtubuemmeeomw :
1o be cut and streamlined. And we bhad ©
walk that bne.

“So we spent 1 lot of time debatmg, what
was the most realistic number we coald
choose that wouid allow s to both 52y 10 the )
m&mmnmwmm.
emmment, k we also contxme to provide
guvernment services.” :

A cxnber of aritics, however, are worried
that Gore's restructured goverzment will
not be able to detiver. As Ronaid C. Moe. a

: group of federal execatives, “Anyope who se-
- rionsly stodies the condition of the executive
" beanch today knows that the problem of gow

ernment is not that & is 200 big as messured
by the azmber of civd serveats but that & 20
loger bas the capacity for sy besic fimc-

- m"‘*“h&-ﬁu

Restructuring Work
* For now, the missing Jinks in the downsia-

ing debste sre the stresmiing plans, The
first round of proposals did pot meet Gore's -




Aunumownsmm.

elatively few Ammmu swrveved

in @ Washmgon Post-ABC News'
podl had heard about the
administration s “reimyenting .
government” initiative.

No. not

WOTL: Figoaun 00 S & Wasogivn Pout-ARC
-u-ﬂCD-—-—Ol.ouna
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~ =Cvmpeing by Shoven Wardan

Glymn bes Jed soefiort at the Labor De-
" pertment that shows how to reorganiss and

cut peperwork. He fomd that hiring & sew
exrpiovee gt | shor involved 120 work steps
and required the wrentaa « sxx to eight per-
samnel spechuists, After stdy, the depart-
persoone] offices ozt the nnber of

requests, with 105 steps, needed to process a
request. That hes been cut to 25 steps, free-
ing up enough time for 1,875 more OSHA in-
mad:yw

Where sgencies sre plannmg

significant
redactions in the anmbers of supervisars aod

have fewer career pathe and fewer opporte-

mhwmuwmue

. Mlmlmwmwm
£t it becanse they were our very best.” mid
a gupervisor at the Eavironmental Protec.

the National Park Service's Washmmgion -
headquarters, where he had worked 18
years, to the Evergindes in Florida. His old

job, in international affxirs. was abolished, .

" and be now works as 2 park ranger bandiing
Cook is upbeat about the move, because it
maMmmuum

D pNgp—

to retam kis pay grade. “There's a sense of
greater sambty here.” he sud. “In Washmg-
ton, peopie are probably very nervous about
mtsgomgtonap‘pcn and 1o regronal offic-
€5 aiss.

'Serving the Customer

szmemmledbymem
sizmg, ¢here are signs that other pars o
Gaesmmgemuhghddmmo(
the bureaucracy.

Shahvmuuhmmm
the Social Secunity Administration’s M
Sereet ofbice. said the agency has asked ber.

"to fill out quesbonnares and attend meeongs

m"mmﬂehn'nnnm

issue right now,” she said “Unkke -

portant

the private sector, people don't have 2.
choice who 10 come to to file for retirement
or disability. They have to come to Sacial Se-

gress or aaything,” Vasquez said. “We're
mmummww
uhdpd!wwh.nhthpmm

this yo=v, *is the mam parpose of govern-
mmhmn.mm-m-
tiona! chert on its bead and you pat the oo
tomier at the top snd then ask what do these
front-tine workers need in order to provide

service at low cost, then every-

bigh-quality
mmcnmuu-m

hhmbmﬁcehmﬂ
ont that the pubiic does not trust the govern-

- paes 10 d0 the right thing. That can be rem-

edied—"one Americen st 8 time’—il the
- gowernment trests citizens Mo valoed cue-
tomers, be anid.
l-‘ump&.m:hmdh—
00 move jong Lines st government comnters,
-fewer sy signals on the telephone and an-
swers based an correct readings of the rules.
Gore bas used the customer service

Mavors and governors mmay score pamts for
cutung the time voters spend mn waring
Lines. but pathc percepoons about the feger-
ai government propably will not mmprove
when 2 DURe OFpansauol ke e US. Posi-
al Service. wiuch was oghiighted m the Gore
report. struggies to deiner mad on tme m
New York, Chicago and Washangron.-
Doaaid F. Ketil the authar of ‘2 recent
Brookmgs Insutison report on Gore's initia-
Uve, pomis out, thougn, that most bureaw-
crats “meviably have substantal discrenon”
m bow they admmmster laws and depioy re-
“The question is whether more federa)

time and energy that mabes it easier for ot~
:wdn.lmm'mm. Keu! -

mmtﬂhﬁu

U Gore's reinvention teams still

© more time 1 defioe whst they expect to ac~

seem to have bad good nm‘m

Gore ridiculed buresucratic practices.
pomniing to ane-age ghs sshirsy procure-
ment specificahons and goveramenl

floor wax. He went an the Dewd Lette

show and smasbed a government ssbtray.
manufacoarers o produce ssbtyays that did
Dot break into meore than 39 pieces.

Today, the Geoeral Sefvices A stre-
tion oo longer bays-the ssbtrays,  ficor
waz that can be bought off the shelf &t the

agreed on overhasling grecurement lews,
Gore still swits action on . two .other big
““systezm” chunges wged- by bis report—
sixfting the gosernmant from seoxal to two-
year budgets and overhauling foderal per-
sonned tyws, The sderizistration lacks strong
sxpport in Covroms for bienninl badgeting,
Bt pisns t prepere a civil service package
Iater tios year. That package will iseep the
reinventing government debete slive for ao-
other year, and perkaps into the next presi-
pential .

With the administration aimost balfway
Md:‘m-du.caum .

are that this change, when folly implement.
" ed, will save up to $1 billion over 3 Gve-year
pulﬁ.m Gae-:ddmnx 2 March visit to

the Pentagon.
@ Customs Service Miami district affice for
pew techniques that speed shipments of

docing cargo and passenger deisys &g syv-
ing the company mare than $300.000 a yexr.
o The arrangemest frees op Customs in-
Spectors for_spot checks and: improved ep-

forcement. Shippers now make more than 40 -

mdmwmmnm
Mizmi district.
But big bureancracies are hard to change.

vw----

TUESDAY. Smum:l 13. 1994 T WasrrveT PocT | '

out and there will be some soxnd and fury
signifying nothing,” Gare told employees at -
the Office of Persoonsl Masagemene. He
uped them o bt gebmd ' )
own personal strstegy for resisting and de-
wmmumum
' kind of cyniciam.” . :
Mﬁﬂ!nl’ﬁlnh ’

the government witle faiding to ensare the
reinvention takes boid in the buresueracy.
mmmkammm.
ers, but will not pecessarily sxvisfy civil ser-
vants of propopents of good governance.
“The trap {the adamimsstration] bas to wor-
nm-mmmmm
. ermment work worse.” ¢aid David Osborne,
an architect of Gore's initiative. “The trap is
m:shmmlhemdﬁum
mmmwm.“
tencraung.”

ap
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Dishin; 12 up some crow for conservatlves

. 310 blllmn higher and pussxbly

By MARILYN GEEWAX
. Cox News Service

At thix ime last year, many con-

_xerv"{tw ¢s were warning of the
‘miscry sure (o resuly fioun Fresi-
._dent Chinron's deficit-reduction

budgct.
They predicted the new budget

Cwobidd hakd dic codsiry lay wiaie

than the Reagan-Busih budgers;
which tued 1clt us with @u mpnal
shor(tall ot $190 billion by fizcal
1992 -

Donald Lambro, 2 L.Oﬂbt‘r\l'\ll\'
columnist in Washmglon wrote
last M-.gusl that deficiv reduction
was. “onc of the biggest myths
pmpag ated by the (Clmton\ White
House.™. -

‘The new budget, signed into law

weaker economy, fewer iob-: and
less savings.”

.His 1993 forecast for this sum-
imer: “The deficit will be at least

10, 1993, would “resultina _

more than that if the cconomy con
tinues to wind down”
Lambro’s comments reﬂectcd

" the conventional wisdoin among

cancervatives last susnmer.

Gaoad manners prevent me from
maksng lun ot pcople So 1"l juss
review the facts and you can do
ihe ribng yousscll,

In the past year, the delicit has
dwpped sharply ln the coming

‘_ ~o vy

itolai vous, n Lw il | 'n -l-_r.. J AR

wilian. )
Mcanwhile, more lh.‘m 98 per-

cent ol Amcericaus huve seen no
increase in their federal incomne
taxes. Only the richest of the vich
are paying more. .

Back in the second guarter of
1993, just before the Clinton bud-
get was signed, the economy was
growing at a rale of 2.4 percent. By
the second guarter of this year, the
ccanoioy was shooting up at a rte
of 3.7 percent. New joubs are being
added so quickly that some
cconomists now worry a labot
shortage will develop and boost

Crsper Cw) Spe- Tl ool

- Cernainly

inflation.
But thuse inflation fears may

bi cxaggcerated. U.S: productivity

and inlernational trade have in-
crcased so much to the past year
that inflation is beiny kcpt in
check. In the past 12 months, the
widely followed core cousuwmer-
pricc index, which excludas food
aud tuct prices, has'rizen jus 2.9
percent.

Thinty-ycar mongage rates have
LR KA .ﬂ'n al l:?'(‘v\_\.‘.r\
tat feveai Wian sa IS 19533, Coar
salex continue to boom. Thc. un-
empivyniens rate stands i 6§ gur-
cent, down dramatically from the
6.7 percent level before the Clinton
budget passed.

Given how wrong theit 1993,

predictions were, are conserva-
tives conceding anything this year?
Donald
isn't. Recently, he wrote that the
economy-

~steam.™

If that were true, why would the
Federal Reserve keep raising in-
terest rates to slow the expansion?

1

- fears shortages of goms and !ahnr

Lawnbro .

is about to rus out of

-

The Fed sees o mud\ gtowﬂi if

will develop. : M
Lambro and other wnscrvauvcs b
would be doing cartwheels it Rr-’;',
publican. rmesudcm were enjoymg ,a
period of such growth. :
Fadliet this wiontli, Rep, Richard
Armay_n Repuhlican from lc('w -
attacked Democt ats fin shyy :
ing that Republicans were blocking

i
the crime bill to_hurt Clinton, not . ¥ .

e '-ﬂ'n A.—...r.-n..n an‘r a-nw.

!ﬂ:ﬂ A
is |uel nnl that lmpnrtnm to vs.’

Vouar presidend. '

Maybe saome Republicans lpve
replaced basic patriotisin with purc':
partisanship in Washington. Bit .
surely in the rest of the country,
Americans can pul aside the lage-
calling and distortions long énvagh
lo secopnize that we hun. enjo)e\'ﬂ
a good year.

That’s worth uclclvr.mnv

F‘ v lPl' V l lll' v

Murilyn Geewax iz an cdmm-‘
al writer far The Atlanla Consﬁ- .
tution.) :

% : v
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CAPITAL JOURNAL ‘
By Gerawo F. Sk’

New Democrat

An Old Concept
quth Revzsptmg

L {KE A STRUGGLING hitter work-

ing out of a slump, President

Clinton gets plenty of unsohcited
advice these days. But none is more
important than the six-page memo he
got a couple of weeks ago ‘from A}
From. .
Mr. From is presldenl of the Demo-
cratic undeump Council, an organiza.

conservative Demo-

your taste in termi-
nology). Whatever
its label.
prides itealf on not
represeiin,>’  the
liberal vinw =070k
Democratic  Party
that domtnates in
Congress. Mr. Clin-
ton was once the
DLC's leader, and
that helped convince peopie in 1992 that
he was a “New Democrat"* with a differ-
ent phliosophy that activist government
doesn’t mean big government.’ -
Today, Mr. Clinton 1s sliding in pud-
lic esteen because many Americans
. have simply stopped believing that he
really is @ New Democral The slide

mounung distaste over his giant health-
care reform plan. That's the bad news
for the White House.

The silver lining, in the eyes of some
Clinton advisers, is that if Mr. Clinton

actually has laid the foundation to move
on 10 & New Democrat agenda for the
L remainder of his term. [n this view, Mr.
Clinton's success in saving the crime bill
‘in the House this week by reaching oul
€

HAT’S WHERE Mr. Srom and his
memo come in. In Mr. From's
view, the president 1s in trouble
because he has looked like just another
partisan warrior. standing alongside
Democratic congressional leaum as
they “refight the fights of the '80s." Mr.
From argues not just for & centrist
strategy. but for a new 1990s agenda.
That means focusing on jobs. not in
the traditional way but.by putting more
Juice behind an admmistration imtia-
tive to-remake traiming programs for
displaced workers. It means empnasu
ing anew the admimistration's “rein-
venting government .initiative 10 make
the zovernment smalier and sharper. It
- Means stressine social values. particy:
lariv throneh a ®ir $ush 1o Gvernaul the

tion of centrist or .

crats {depending on’

the DLC.

seems directly linked to the public's .
1. treattes. the administration has put

can only salvage something from the
ashes of the health-care debate, he .

welfare svstem. [t meuns showne niore |
tught-fistedness with 1axpavers moneyv.
And It means stanaing up more often to
old-ine Democrats in Congress. who
don’t share this agenda.

“1'm not so much Saving get in the
LU e, ihe Y BIFHES Gnele L
1ssue.” Mr. From savs. “I'm saving
redefine thelight in nis own terms. .

In fact. the Chinton adrmnistrauon
has done some of that. The prohlem is.
that 1ts own Democraue allies in Con-
gTess resist. A pnime example is Vice
Presideat Al Gore's reinventing govern-
ment initiative. It calls for reducing the
civilian federal work force dbv 252,000
over five years. But in Congress. law-
‘makers are quietly - undermining’ that
effort by stipping inlo bills language that
shields vanous agencies from the vice
president’s -knife. One bill alone, the
Treasury Department’s sppropriations
bill, would require the Customs Service
to empioy a! least 17.524 full-time em-
ployees and the Bureau of Alcohol. To-
bacco and Firearms to empioy at least
4215 full timers.

N OTHER CASES. Congress has
drained money away from New
Democrat initiatives 1o fund Oid,
Democral programs. Mr. From notes b

(hat (unding for (e resudeq nauona %
‘Service Drogram, in hich YoUNE peopl

|
I ts
t '3 cotton su
White House aides argue that the
lmlmmmpomllsmuhmu
start toward a New Democral agends.
with more coming. Even in its shrunken
form. the national service program will
have more volunteers than the Peace
Corps did at its height. By backing the
new North American and world trade

Democrats behind trade liberalization.
Administration aides talk [avorably
of jolting the education svstem by back-
ing charter schools, in which teachers
and parents are given freedom and -
funding to launch new public schools.
The earned income tax credit (o aid the -
working poor has laid the groundwork
for. a big push next vear for welfare

- wpuld_expand 1ax breaks for famlies
with ?ﬂ. .
e problem. of course. is that this

all coutd evaporate if the administration
doesn’t head off the very real prospect of
disaster in both the heaith debate and
fall elections. Mr. From s advice: Accept
3 health-care compromise. and call a
bipartisan summit at Camp David if
necessarv to get it. The compromise

_ obviousty will fall short of Mr. Clinton's
promise of -universal coverage. But he
could explain that away by teling the
nation: “"What |'ve discovered is that the
path to universal coverage will take
some time. This is just the beganning, of
* the battle.”

<t o d’ '-'.
“Wm%ﬁ/%
that its three-year budget ts pow smalter A"
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ty CHRIS SATULLO -

Ihings tull upart, the center
cunnot hold -

The Pest back all conviction, while
the won st

See tull of passionate infrnsity

-~ William Butler Yeals
“The Second Coming™
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As Stephen L. Carter observes so pungently ia
The Culture of Disbelief, you pinnsty uphofd the
fuithful's right 10 their {atth. but anly so long s
they are rational aboul i1, S0 Yong ns they ireat it
“like building mode! afrplances,. just
hobby: something gquiet, something private, same-
thing trivial”
principle of their Hves,

You'll allow them their quirk as long as they
don’t insist on Jeaving room in the universe for
mystery and mirocle; asiiong a3 they tastefully
check their taith at 1he doir when they come o
the 1able to talk seriously ubout things that matier.

(Hhurulq, you accuse them of
morallty.” ~

My friends. 1hat is one tired shtick.

Demucracy Is precisely  about  pursuading
enaugh people to share your moral vision so thal
vou can make Nt the community's norm

Ahwer all. we al) imposed upon Jetirey Dabiner
our morality that it's not OK 10 kit people nmd ent
them, The other imposittons ditfer in degrec, nm
kind., The Pentagon budget Imposes on us the
mornlity that violence In defense of country is
just: Mediculd impases the marality that the can.
tortable are responsible for the hicalth ol the poor.

Try as we might 1o pretend otherwise, most
issites that arouse us da so hecanse they engoge
anr moral vision. Liberals tend to dwell on the
demands al pnhllc morality — what seclety shonld
e beeanse 1Us right. That doesn’t inake them oany
less moralists than: the conservatives who dwell
un the requirements ol private morality -- whit

_individuals shouldn't do becniise it's, wrong,

Which,-by a tound 1rn, brings us to b 1eli-
gions right, which is si cochsure sbont what
individnails shouldnt be allowed 1o do

‘To distance myself from the rhetoricod chiter,

few affirmations. Activism by evangelical Chris.

Hans IS not seary, unless you considet demecracy

anmher -

not as what iy is: ll\\ cente r\ng .

“impasing thelr

- chided the Judgmental,

Y

Politics of faith need not lean right

ity "

FenTy kitramiional Foahaea 7 PALH KOLS D

f1sclf scory. That 1hey are fervent aboul their faith
dues Aot moke them lanatics; 1t docs, often. make
them swell {olks to have Hving text dwef. —
caring, decent people.

That said, ¥'m siill mystificd by 1he pulitical con-
clusions these folks draw {rom reading the suine
Bible, the same Gospels t do, by the vengelful anyer
that scems to crackle beneath their activism -

While trying not to fall tnto the tault | find in themn
— whipping up an ersatz, un-tliblical Jesus to sanctl-
fy their pulitical blases — let me list some trails of

the man whaose ministry Is described In the Gospels

which. it scems to me. ought to inferm the political
marality of anyone whe claims to follow him:
¢ lle scandalized convention by dJefending the
sexnal oulcast and welcoming the. politically in-
correct to his table and his ministry.
o llc directed withering sarcasm at showy plcl)
and delighted In con-
founding thase who were smugly sare they had
diviiied alt the right answers from Scriprure.
® e mystitied his male compantons with e
respect he offercd women.
® He siyly johed that the rich had as much chance
of getting to heaven as a camel did getting through
the eye ol o needle, but called the puwsr blessed.
® fte healed the sick without regard ta their
riches. background — ar caverage.
® |l shunned the seduction of winporat power,
though some of his followers urged §1 upon him.,
Ner, i1's hard to imagine Athat il Jesns were o
come bick tday and tune in CNN, he wonld
recagnize 1l Buchanan or Ollic North os his

Cmandern apustles.

Mure likely he would see in them successors o

Lanother set of Gospel clmraclcrs the ones he

castigated as “a brounl of vipers.”
The ones lumwn as the Pharisces.

Chums Satuadio s dl.‘puly editor ot The Etlllnn.‘ll Fage

Cuba can be brought back
without tearing it apart

Bv FRlDA GHITIS

f you grew up in lhc Ilmh d
States. chances are that one of

the great debates of the 200 cep-

1ury passed you by. Instead ol hear:

ing the arguments lor and agalns)
the two moin forces Yhat halpsed
shape Whis century — communism
and copitalism — yon were ireated b
o fureRone conclusion.

Copitatism was doing a tine joub ol
secufring n decent Kie tue the major-
ity of Americans, whasdrove big cis,
lived la comlortable homes litled
with canventences, and enfoyrd uni-
Cerssl cducation.

1 grew up in Cobombia in Santh.

. Amertca, where imcals a0 home wery

interrupicd frequently by hungry
streel. chitdren asking for lehovers,

. Where a decent ediication was out of
-people and  the -

reach for mos)
chances of improving your lot in lite
{f you were born in paverty waie
aimost nuncnistent. The passibllity
that there was o better way, was the
subject of impassioned debate,
From the 1960s onward, Fidel Cos.
tro's comnmunist Cuba was a1 the
heart of that debate. Only 90 miles
from Amcrican shores. it was n dem

-ansteation of communism in aclien,

s people — once just as poor. if pol
poorer, than those of any batin
American conptry — were hangry
no more. Highquality healih cave
was avoilable to all, as was day core.
and higher cducatinn. \In\lull) wll
Cubans coutd reod.-

For some, Castro's Cubn was on
enticing model, though it.relicd on
massive Soviet aid and deprived Cu-
bans of many of thelr basic rights.
They could nat frecly say what they
thought: they could not oppase their
government openly  and  propenty

Towners were dispossessed.

or the United Stes, of ¢
Cuba was annthema -— o Sovie
state that brazenly exporied re
tion thronghout the region. A palen-
tinl hase 1or Soviel froups and weajp-
ons that pearly iriggered nuclear
war during the missile crisis of 1962,
AR ARCFicOn. cronnic. vmbatey
sought to bring it 1 its knees,
The debate §s naw over, Capitalism
waon. While Castra I still revered by
s 88 a tmun whoe saaght e improse
the lives of-his people, his commmpist
cxperiment has falled ignominiously.
The Sovict Hnjon, which gencerous:
Iy subsidized Cuba in-the face of the
U.S emhargn and was Cubir's largest
irading partner, disintegraied. Cu-
ha's cconomy, lacking Soviet vil, col

lapsed and its agricabtural produc.
Its maltnonrished

tion plummeied.

citizens. led up with severe ravion-
ing. rednced Yo moving abont v bi
cycles, hoepan Secing in erwdye vistis
W Fh
Cubi is no lenger a h\mun e any-
ane in the rest of the lemisplote No
wng wands to omulate i '
* S why is the Tnfted Siates sl
chinging txtay to its Cold Warera
policies arding Cuba even o the
conntry crumbles!? .
By contnuirg Bs cmbarge,
Himted States s letling a g i
reictionary. but politically  intluen-
tiad, Cubaine éniles in Florida dictate it<
policy. 1 is guaganteeing Mt th
ot peophe’s sutieriug witl beamme
ever more gomtd, and i is bringing on

Instead of building
tent cities, rebuild
the nation.

Atsedl the massive wave ol rebagees
washing np on its shores and crowd-
g the naval hase o1 Goon

It is also creating Iimmense prab.
lems for any governme vhat sic.
ceeds Casiro and inngy seek 1o 1esns
citate the ve ulmmy while prusersing
the Wnnhwhiln ~\m|= ol tie educa
tion mut h\nllh \ysh mp And whia
kind ot .guu mnn ul wtll n,hu u

2
Custro |s‘uwﬂluuwu,ln a cuup dr -

civit war) will Wit QoW teadérs cin:
trace demacritic retorms? Will i be
a governmnint -’lh‘yl"w il Yook favaor.
ably 10 the i

Nuw is'1he 1iin
n.-“ull.mnns ~ ul .r.s|
$18 mi 1 1n'set Ilp tent cille
$20 millivn-a month o rn IIII n -
pee com
oler ass
|l|l' l'LluTlll

ling

ades ol Mnr‘mu withont beiny
1y destroyed The Viniled Stares
could help prevent Moadshed
spiare the peapte of Cuba what |n|||||
e yems o suifering

 the eid perhiaps o new Coha
conld become o medel tor, Latip
American  capitalisme o corntny
where poat cluddgen don't have o
beg for tuod A plice whete ey
huudy r\ul\u a ped ullh.lunu AY
L wWhete
ol and

Aner
Businesses can grosper,

Frudyy '!‘.luns, A toleviseon prasfor e e
woter s Atlyat 1
atvaet afhans o the {0
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. " . : . h T’ CI
s Clinton Working to Strengthen Ties to Clergy
By GUSTAV NIEBUHR mmge:“l?x uperal 1o mooeratery sage, not for politics.
se © teecmre The new York Tinn ... For those who attend, it can be a there said they admired him for not
WASHINGTON. Sept. 12— Richard * heady expe ‘having the oppor- fesponding’ to mogt of the personal
M. Nixen had a close fniendship with  umity to englige the Prenident mcon-  attacks, Mr. Marty sasd. “Most of
“Billy Granam. Jimmy Carter taughl  versauons sbout faith and values them were gving himr the advice 10
~Sunday school whie lving In the  Some have Laken the OCCAROD to offer  ksep turnmng the other "

White House. And Bill Clinton, despite ©  hym pastoral advice The n :
being the target of conservauve At a meeung last month, the Epis- White House a bresdth of pervonal

religious setings, whether thal 0~  gocn encoursgement that that was Persenal
- Molves u::nnc l.? ba-Shanah ) Bats
icliass, or sddressing the National It be h : that the events were Bt Beast for
* .o~ Baptist Comvention USA on Fridey | can a head . :WW“':F“
"-J-;Onru the past your 0 fact, meme of . experience to discuss g:‘-h-yu-' o skt s
<«an - ot irigumng encEEkers " ) YR . » . » L, vy -I-‘.
< -4ween Mr. Clinton ead the parion's &'thandmlu” with _“‘L@:ﬂ.::
.aseligionsts have gome on behind insights aatm, which o
~zzclosed doors at the Whin Howe.  * gho President. sormally dertved from pelitical
"':‘lmu .'ru-'g:nmmh - R *TEZ7 are Dot sboot politics,” My
= eres from -u:;‘mm m‘: : Lader said “They are a éeslague with
the theological SPECTTUID 8t PrIVELE  what the na Ton Was for and PEr™Ons of falth from ecroms the speo-
iy trum & religions betiafe ”

‘um n an give-and-lake,  really think i suety'Zes him W eo: n
» 'EM|WN% _ mvolved in these kind + disqusnons.* wh‘d m' 'Ir'w. Qi _.u.‘m:
. aun sation © It was at that same meeting, an  mizad blessing, cpsning them ©© a0~
v veulral and declogical divisious, the . gathermg of evangslicals, cusations of having bes wsed by the
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All the Nnews that S ﬁt to spm

Media’s zeal to put a political twist on'
all coverage of gnvemment ill serves
the pubtic.

LOS ANGELES — Theedttor’snomlnSamrday'sNew
Yorh‘nmawasadoozy a classic example of how poli-
tics colors even the facts,

Inarmm-paamr-‘ddayonmecnmebm.the
Times reported that the president was “anxious” to sign
. - the bill “which one of the few major promises
hemadeasamndﬂmhlmmnthehsbeenahlem
turn into law.”

On Saturday, onthebouomot?agelinnbdowthe
correction of the surname of a Harvard law professor

and the misidentification of an executive as Michael, not -

Mark, the Times admits that its characterization of the

president’s record was “gverty broad.”

. Itgoeson to acknowiedge that “a number of initiatives
have been passed” and lists “some of the most. impor-

tant” ~ deﬁdt reduction, the North American Free

what a genius
Susan Estrich | bed bumps can get cushioned
B' when the press likes you.
: . They bought Bill Clinton as
m“tchomebacklﬂd"lnN Hamps!nre.'rhepmliked
en

Bmwhenyou‘redown.evu'yuunormmeps“amth-

ne news, it’ m{gd.a?! g the s
S ust ask Bush d the last

yearofmsterm.wtteunotmng(;em.ge e

ter yet, ask Dan Quayle about potatoes.

- What's worse, even a victory when you're down can

get played as part of a pattern of failure. Even if the facts

gatnmemysmmmuvumepmblemn‘snot

your legislative record.

That's the sin of the Times, one of America’s best P

pers, in this case. It's bad-encugh ts give victory the smell
of defeat. It's even worse to rewrite the facts to do it.

A shot at the president has become such an accepted
panotanyswry— evenastmyaboutanadmmisuauon

vxctory that no one even

oticed that this time, they’
got the shot wrong That's
why they had to apologize. -

Two things determine
whether you're up or down:

First, ‘and foremost, poll
numbers. Poll numbers
arent just their own story,
they are in every story. They
are the story line, cnnsmnﬂy
measured, enforcing ' short-
term vision.

The second is what the
elite press and the establish-
ment think of you: whether
they think you're better or
worse than your numbers.

President Clinton's num-
bers are sos0 — about where
they‘vebeenformucholhlspmdency Themm
against him by the chattering classes has been much doc-
umented. The result is stories like the one in The New
York Times.

" The press is entitled to {ts opinion about the admisis- |
uaHon.weanare.Btnwedm'tneedmheumm _
less theirs, in every story we read. Opinions beiong in the

columns, on pages like this, or on the talk shows, not on
Page One or on the evening TV news,
ThewzhisthatmnstAmuicamdon'tmllym

very much what the press thinks of the president. Most '
Americans don't think much of the press And they'd |
rather, nghuy.makemdrmjudgmenuaboutlhdr .

president.

When you read a Page One story, you're looking to find
out what happened. Total objectivity is no doubt a fiction;
context is inevitable; but some self-control is essential,

This is not about the press's right to know, or to investl- -

mmsabmnluﬂattowarpthefausandqolame

" news to reflect the prevailing political view.

At the very least, buyer beware. Editor’s Notes like last
Saturday’s should remind everyone that just because it's
in black and white doesn't mean it’s so, and that coverage
of the president owes as much to how he’s doing as to
what he's doing. :

If Congress passes heaith-care reform, the. crime bill:
may well be seen as the first step in the president’s most
recent rehabilitation. Hindsight can readjust the spin. But
winning on health care is more difficuit if winning on
crime is made to count for less How you're doing deter-
mines what you can do. Irages gel. Opinions can become
facts. ‘Political can easily be a self-fulfilling
prophecy'itmevmmke lies come true.

wmmmmm-
perspectives on today’s MWTWWM )
-Michael Gartnor. Wednesdeys: vmw&m

’
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f—_,'-[_innv McGRORY T~ | |
Cathollcs, Democrats and Aborhon

| that “ths has been a hard week for
progressve Catholicy” was greeted with
acv groans.
%w'o&ewﬁnh
.amother devout deughter of the charch
" amd fervent femimsnt, Sen. Barbars A.

. Milabeki (D-M4). The senator defivered -

ni-yqﬂd-l-huu:
pﬁvhmhnﬂm :
weliare sothers of benafits i there was
ammonthepremisesandthe -
de-iastitotionaluxtion of the meataly fl,
I.—yd-hnnnw-hnh
'ehelters. She did a0t mention the
cofiision between Washington and -
Rome, oot after her speech, she
-disceased its political effect: She
regurds it as il ,

Nor does she think that the menacing
-wdmhuw .

the sdministraton's -

- mvmanunuyu
dlan M-uddhvnac.:ug

_ wornen go up, the birth rate goes down.
Admcghd:m‘hhpm.

He knows 1hg1 the GOPbng
" And be knows B, afee .

‘church, some of the faithfe! ssid g

© vote,” she sxyy, "but it isn't over

- ndicrous 38 8 would be for him to make
. presdents must preach——the bully

toedia breakfast, be sugpested thet -
Catholics were feeling pot upon by the
amti-clerical remarks of .
Gencal Joycelyn Elders St vestred
00 openion about any frrorsble falot -
from Cagro. He kmows 1

mmwmum

ku-uuu—un
&ad ruled ot “pgual ko ged -

"’“‘ﬁ '."'sn-ln-h!u

lost its power ow sbartion by its &

him for not emphasizing what be kes
dane 1o belp the family. As she spoke, of
course., Clinton was in New Ocleans
“He ié in troable with the Catholic _
sbartion. He doesn‘s take tizoe to

For same people, the ides of Bl
Clinton preaching morakity isas -

speeches 33 a recruster of Marines. Bot

puipit comes with the job—-and be musz,
azooous Democrats say, not concede his
right to tatk about everydsy mars)

questions that concern his countrymen.
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- In America
BOB HERBERT

A Season
. Of.
Service

Think of 1t as an antidote 1o cvne

€i3m. a rejection of the rampant self-
that 8 to

become fashionable n the 1980
Think of 1t as a return to the can-do
SPIFIL of the 50's and 60's, when large
numbers of Amenicans beleved 1
wag 1 10 find r for
viclence and injustice, for poverty
and \gnarance, for the buffoonery and
corruption of pohticians. and for the
wholesale degr of the
ment.- | S

! challenge 3 new rRenerauion of
Young Americans 10 a season of serv-
ice.”” saud Bill Clinton 1n ms maugural
address. *“There 11 50 much to be done
= #nough, indeed. for millions of oth-
€rs who are sull young in spirii to
8ive of themscives 1n service. 100.”"

On Sept. 12 amid elaborate cere-
maonies planned for the South Lawn of
the White House, the Pressdent's na-
tonal service program wilt get fully
under way. It's called AmenCorps

P,atfiotism rolls
up its sleeves
for AmeriCorps.

and 1t's described as a domestic ver- l
s1on of the Peace Corps. Its scope & *
less than | would have wished,. but
more than we've come (o expect from
a cal  envir that
over the past decade and & half has
‘been porsoned by greed. a collapse of
'desls and contempx for the oid-lash-
loned notion of brotherhood.

In that environment, we were 1re
10 chaose between the national vaiu~g
cspoused dv Dr. Marun Luther Kinp
r. and those currenity embraced by -
. Representative Newt Gingnch. We

opied for Mr. Gingnehy's,

" The President’s. nauonal service
program s a modest step n Dr.
King's direction. -

Under the program. several thou-
sand young Americans from sil kinds
of backgrounds will offer their serv-
'Ce3 10 organizations working on
problems related to education. public
safety, sociai services and the envs-
ronment. For a two-vear commit-
ment. the parucipants will be pad -
3$7.500 a vear and will receive a credit
of $9.450 ($4.725 3 vear) that can be
used for coilege or graduate school
~Xpenses.

The prooram wifh reach inic Ui ban.
fuburban ang rural Amenica. Pans
11t have aireadv siaried. Young men
Wnd women are heiping 10 restore
wildlife ‘hatitats. conducting child-
haod immunizatien orngrams. escort-
e enddren ana the eigeriv 'hrousn

B . T ranboranoas,
;sunseing wrug avusers. proviaing
Jreventive heallh services andg im-
nToving neelected - stavgrounas.
PIrks ang weilangs.

Tiffanv Tidwell. an honors gragu-

é@q\)ﬁ?wm dec( N‘

ste {from the University ol Kansas. s
leaching French at a public schoof 1n
the Mississippt Dehta. Leo Negron.
-ANO RFEW up IN a LwuRkh neikhborhood
in Chicago, 1S teacning construction
skills 10 teen-agers.’ Laura Sullivan,
who grew up n a weaithy suburd in
Massachusetts. has joineg a program
n Baltimore that.provides assistance
10'pOOr women who want to siart their
own businesses.

“‘We have a iot of domesuc prob-
lems that need creative answers.”
Ms. Suilivan said. “And | wanted 10
Ret 10 know the neighborhoods in the
inner citses, rather than just hiving 1n
the vory tower of & college communs-
o
ysm referred to (nends who are

serving in the military and sawd: *

"They are defending us inter
ly. | feel strongly that there should be

a force of young people that are kind

of o us icaily.”
Beswdes providing assistance 10
many  wor or|

AmenCorps it a way (or young peo-
ple 10 see & vanety of fellow Aniern-
cans up close and personal. the way
) pers

‘nev reatly are. without the aistorunc
tiier of the bood tube. It's a wav tn
RCU bevona (he stereotvoes of suua-

-wn comedy ang the locar news.

‘Whenever nossible.” taid Ed Sc-
Ral. chiel chaperone for this nobie

vifort, “we wani vounasters from aif- -

ferent geoRrapnic areas. trom caffer.
it races and ethnic wroups and from
Jifferent ccunomic backgrounds to

. pieh in and work together."

Mr. Sepal, an assistant (o the Presi-
dent. 13 the chief executive of .1he
Corporation for National Service. He
expects o have 20000 AmenCorps
enlistees spread out across the coun-
try by the end of the year. “And f 1t
works.” he said. “‘we couid have
100.000 by the end of 1996."

| have aiways believed that nation-
al service should be compuisory. Ev-

ery American should serve two years *

in some military or civilian capacuty.
There shouid be more 10 patriotism
than sinaing ~"The Star-Spangled
Banner” at a ball game. or rooung
(rom the comfort .of our lLving
rooms) for the American team to win
a natonallv televised war.
-AmenCurps 1s 3 start. .

-~
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JONATHAN YARDLEY

"'Th_e. Media's Marked Man

any reguianty can possibly have been

surprisea by the accusation, made last week
by a self-stvied watchdog group called the Center for
Media and Public Affairs. that television reports -
abowt Bill Clinton are routunely biased against him.
According to the center’s director, Robert Lichter,
Clinton has “had the musfortune of being president at
the dawmung of an age that combines attack-dog
journatism with tabloid news.” No doubt that is true,

N 0 one who watches the network news with

- but there is still more to the stary. .

Whynnmtmenmmdnmaobomletonm
Clinton, so remorselessly cynical about his every
woed and deed that he is invariably described as 2
failure? To be sure, his successes have been
relatively few, but even these have been reported not
as kmited victories but as barely avoided calamities.
What is it about Clinton, or about the media, that
arouses such condescension and contempt?

Certainly a substantial part of the explanation bes
i Clinton himsel. Through no fault of his own he

" speakr 50 2 Southern accer.., “which many Americane

still ngard as pnux 2 1.-3e evidence of imbecility. In
his roanung shorts he has the lnok of a biimp seeing
a safe 1,:~~mn, an image the press delights m
dnanmmg Hehnmemlmtemhluym
distingunsh at fimes between tryth and falachood, a
shortcoming with which even the most tolerast

among us eventually iose patience. He makes - - -

Hamiet, or Adhi Stevenson, seem decisive.

But the best of presidents come equipped with
fmperfections. Why is it that Clinton's, whether real
or fancied, are derided and limpooned all ot of
proportion to their actual pertinence to the task of

(‘Hermmacwﬂedm

explanations.
Theﬁmu!hlttheprmunotlne!dyﬂull.ll
also hopelessly romantic. Forget all those images of
tough-guy reparters with green eye shades snd
cgarette butts. The media, most particuiarly the

. Washington media. have never gotten over Jobn
Fitzgerald Kennedy. He made reporters and

calumzusts {ee! important—never mind that he was .
spinning them within an inch of their bves—and be
was a figure of surpassing glamour. One does well at
this remove to recall the
mwhadnhuammummmedbnhe
Washington press corps: it was mourning not o
xapthuamwnhvhmnNNhh
Consider, then, that the only two Democrats

elected president snce the fall of Kennedy’s chosen . -

heir. Lyndon Johnson, were men who chose to run as
Kennedys manque. jimmy Carter styled his hairdo

" and his smile after JFK: Bill Clinton styled his

manner and his rhetoric after JFK. No Americans
were mare eager to bebeve these fictions than those
who work in the press. seeing as they did in Carter
and then Clinton men whose election would -
accomplish the Restoration, bringing Camelot back
tnhfemdgmngthepmnktndmthem
House..

It didn't work out that wavy. As is inevitably the
case, fiction turned out 10 be . . . iction. Within
weeks if not days of their mugunuons. Carter and
Clinton were str.pped of such glamour as they
possessed and revealed by an embittered press as
trastors to 1ts own nopes and dreams. With the fury

mton!y!hewnmedanmma the press turned
on Carter and Clinton. i1ts \deological allies. with 2
venom far surpassing any 1t lavished upon Ronald
RuganotGeorgeBu&h.undeobgu]m

If Clinton can't be Kennedy—iet's forget for the
moment that the Kennedy presidency was no mode)
of accomplishment—then the press isn't about to let
hira get away with pretending to be. Hell kath no fury
hkelnmhn'hnsenlhmmdhmm
been bared and betrayed. Hence we have the

" unseerly spectacle of grown men and women

assailing Clinton with all the blind, irratonal snger of
jiited teenagers. .
Aummuwm-m-m
the present climate in which the press operstes |
mpmmwmw
public figures rather than clnical examingtion of °
their actual performance.
mood in the Wall Street Journal hast week, Rt
Christopher Wood, who is rev.crning 1o Britsin after a
stint s New York correspondent for the Econosmist.
wddthew'd"amNe'Vorkm'Mny
wractist,’ eyes glaze overat the first hint ofa -
tedmnhy This is the by-now familiar worid of
nress coverage by sound-bite.” Whetlor "Vood is
carrei & Arquiny that thiz is why 'ae press has not

pursued Whitewater en masse 15 debatable, bot there

mhmmthnheumd-mm

investigation,
lt‘nbtmlnmhmddnmlhnb

. look deeply into his actions and policies. Watch any

evening pews brosdeast, and you can't help bot be

lmhdbythembcndvmd'mh
which reporters and anchors alice convey their- -
wumummm
cor uments £:07u aews sources of avowed -
par isanship, last weex’s study repa tid, nearly 75
mdmﬁnmd&mmum
REIWY 2 DEW. PTOflaiks it Degative—s figure 50
gross as alincst to defy comprehension. These, after
all, are alleged to be “objective” and “unbiased” news
programs, not pane) discussions or editorials; yet for
all intents and purposes the evening news is now an
mqmmnmm

- 1t’s easier to snipe than to investigate. kt also, in .
todsy’s climate, may be more profitable. For the

commentary.

jJournalistic hour. mmmmamu
“adversarial” role of the press as envisioned by the
h’kad]du‘onlndMendm.mdmrmudo

whtbed-lgpndmgmdMn .

mamanmmzmwymmgnpm

because such standards as journalism once swore by
have been tabloidized. It's also because big-time

journalism has gorten fat. lazy and seli-serving. ready.

10 pounce on anyone whose humiliation can pay-
dividends for those leading the assault. If the

hmdmmml:mwhemeruu&mljack.an ’

the better. Ak,

e e L

Writing in a valedictory o

'

" scoreboard is irrelevant. H it is his “misfortone” to be
- atthe right place in the wrong time, this isn't just -

)

\
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Pfesideritial Scholars GrOw Critical
Of Clinton’s Performance in Office

Bv David S. Broder’

W SR Pre NS Wrrer

NEW YORK. Sept. 3—When '

Charles O. Jones saw the TV clip of
Bill Clinton pounaing the lectern so
" hard at a health care rallv that the seal
of the president clattered to the
ground. he 100k it as 2 sign that Clin-
ton is sull campaigning so much he

has yet to move wto the constitutional -

office to which he was elected.

After recounting the anecdote,
Jones; a Universty of Wisconsin pro-
fessor and president of the Amencan

_ Palitical Soience Association, toid an -

APSA pinel here this weekend that
in 3 real sense, Clinton “has yet to
form his presidency.”

“Same verdict as last year.” said
Princeton's ‘Frei (ireensteia. “The
»yisstll out.”

But the jury °f 2cadernic expeits
on the presidenc; - ‘ncreasingly
- cxitical of Clinton, complaining of a
hddlmmhuagmaﬁam
of seriousness in his stcvmdshxp of
govemnment.

Same are drawing larger lessons,
argumg that Clinton's problems sug-
geuthattbeﬁhetaulwudmcy

onented tn mnbilvang public ooinion
10 move the levers of power tn Wash-
wngton, mav have ended with the Cold
War and the disapi<arance of the per-
petual crisis mentality it engendered.

The APSA was tounded by Wood-
row Wilson and academcs in this field
retain 3 tradition of favening liberal,
activist presidents like Clinton. But
most of their judyments on Clmlon
were unflattering.

Arthur M. Schlesinger Jr., the his-
tonan and onetime aide to President
John F. Kennedy, described Clin-

ton's free-form White House as.

“government by buli session.”
_ He said that the presud: at, “suffer-
ing from the delusion that he can car-
ry Florida in 1996, lias given Cuban
Americans more control over foreign
y2licy than any domestic mterest
gnm has exercised “since .he Ciuna
'=hv in the 1950s.° The ole of the
Congresslonal Black Caucu. -~ shan-
ing Haiti policy is an equally “ominuu,
development,” he said.

Clinton's own traits work against
his success, some of the professors
suggested. Greenstein giid Clinton's

“almost unnataral energv, optimism

and ebulhence” mcanhmedvnh"m,

extraordinary iack of self-disciphine.”
The resuit. he said. 1s that for Clinton,
“The phrase White House orgamiza-
tion 15 akmost an oxymoron.”

Taking a more upbeat view, Nelson
Polsby of the Uruversity of Californa
at Berkeley argued that Clinton has
changed the agenda in Washington as
much as President Ronald Reagan did

in his first two years and has enjoyed

greater success with Congress ' than
the press and public acinowiedge, .
But Polsby also blamed Clinton lor
“the unprecedented turmoil in the four
great departments of government,
State, Detense, Treasury and Jusuce.”
saying that the personnel upheavals
and policy reverses indicate that “the.
president made ...ase appointments
simply on ¢lie basis of vhat he thought
wave (he proper poltica: tmiena and

* did not ask if they could do the ~h."
~ Clinton got higher marks from *
two female professors %y com-

ulained that the panct. on his prest
dency were viNuaiy monopolized by
men. Beverly Kaha of Fairfield Un-

versity said there was nsufficient at--

teation to “the emphasis on commu-
nity and citizenship and altruism in
h lo-d.lN'l’ON.Ml.Cdl

- Female Academlcs Give Pre51dent
Ihgh Marks for Agenda’s Emphasis

CLINTON. From A10

the Clinton agenda.” an appmdi she
said appealed to women's values but
was resisted by the largely male
Washungton power structure.

Barbara Sinclair of the Unmy
of California-Riverside said, *Clinton is

trymng to teach the country that free- .

dom 1s mearungiess without the secu-
nty the commusuty and the state can
provide. You're not free if vou can't
change jobs without losing heaith in-
Surance or yous can't go to the 7- Elev-
en wrthout being mugged.”

Clinton. .0 the view of virtually all
the academics. is using the “outsid-
er” approach to the presidency. as
did Reagan and President jlmrnv
Carter. "His answer to governing.”
said George C. Edwards 111 of Teus
A&M. “is the perpetual campaign.”

The tactic 1s natural for a man who

started in Arkansas pobtcs as an ar-
tornev general and governor with only
a two-vear term, Edwaras said. it was
rewnjorced hv constant need to exvand
th@ POLUIAT DaNe Ot Support tor his'am-
bitious iegisiatsve. program. “What 1»
irorsc.” said Edwards. s that a presi-
dent who seems so skilled has had

o o . .
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great difficulty getting public sup-
port.” With the notable exception of
NAFTA, none of Clinton's exercises
in public persuasion have had the ef-
fect he hoped for, and he has been
forced to wheel-and-deal for squeaker
wictories on Capitol Hill

Edwards and some others put the
blame on Clinton's lack of “a focused
message.” But the view that drew
more attention here was the argu-

ment that ime has run out on that

kind of “public presidency.”
. “The presidency. has lost its great
prop of populanity. the Cold War.~

- Cornell's Theodore ). Lowt argued.

and without that. every domestic fight
2 president takes on is likely to.erode
his public support. by alienating some
‘constituency group.

Clinton's problem in pursuing “the
rhetorical presidency” is heightened,
several scholars said. bv the huge
budget deficits he inhented from the
Reagan Bush era. whic® limit his
ability to pay for programs that

measure up 19 his OWD descnpuons -

of the naton's neevis. He also inher-
ited a political culture where words
like “bureaucracy,” “taxes” and “gov-
ernment” carry huge negative over-

!

)

- tones, said Michael Rogin of the Uni-

versity of California at Berkeley.

The Reagan legacy. creates a basic-

political dilernma for Clinton, some of
the professors said. His core support,
Edwards said. has come from tradi-
tiona) Democrats—older New Deal
ers, mmonities, labor unionists and &ib-
erais—who hoped Clinton would fulfill
the promise to “reverse the economic
policies of the Eighties.” .

But he also campaigned as a “New
Democrat,” ready to produce leaner,
smaller government and “end wel-
fare as we know it.” The public re-
mains confused about his real goal,

Edwards said. 5o he gets little credit -

when Congress acts on either of

‘those agendas.

Stephen Skowronek of Yale argued
that Clinton’s effort to encourage
“New Democrats” are like President
Dwight Eisenhower's struggles to
popuiarize “modern Repubbczmsm tn
the Fifties.

Just as Eisenhower's histoncal role
was to reconcile Republicans 10 the
legacy of the New Lleal, ( luiton's ts 1o

reconcile Democrats (o the altered”

public psvchology and the budgetary

. restrants of the Reagm Bush era.
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pe of the population is Roman Catholic, and far fewer
are Muslim. Pope Johl;l Paul II visited in 1989, but Zinangs
who, like Mugabe, is Catholic said his visit had no
unpncl on the family-planning program.
*'Religion is not something people are crazy |boul.
be said. *"There's a lot of Catholics, after church, they
go and get their tubes tied or pick up their pills.” .
- Local Catbolic leaders hope 10 change that. They issued
a letter to clergy last week depouncing the Cairo
conference as an ‘“sssault on the integrity of the -
fmﬂy and demanding that the government fight
‘corrosive foreign influences and ideologies.”
But Father Oskar Wermter, spokssman for the Z.unb.bwe
Catholic Bishops' Conference, conoodes that he's fighting
a losing bettle. Birth control * bubeenhrgelyucapud
by large parts of the population,” he said. *'! must be
Mltuvmmmlemhanmthmthe
:ll‘nnh.' :

Clinton Gets Little Credit
for Economic Recovery (Washn)

By James Risen=
(c) 1994, Los Angeles Times= .

WASHINGTON Labor Secretary Robert B. Reich is
frustrated, and doesn't mind letting off a little steam
when askad why be thinks his boss i getting credit for
the nation's job-rich recovery.

Reich can't understand why President Clinton's spproval
ratings sre sinking even while he presides over a robust
economic turnaround that has generated 4.1 million new

* jobs since January 1993: What's more, on hig second Labor
) Dtymofﬁu.lhcpendulnuhudoﬂbep‘uneededto
* live up to his promise of generating
. 8 million jobs in his four-yesr term; that growth has come
. luumewhnmﬂnuonmmmdnmuolndlhe
federal budget deficit is plunging.
" “Why im be getting credit? You tell me,” Reich .
domands, adding, ' ‘nuuynvepmeovmgeohhc '
" president has been ut the heart of it* =~
Indeed, for the Clinton sdministration, the failure of
-." good employment and economic data to provide a political
. tonic for Clinton remains & mystery. It has been

especially baffling for a team that woa the White House on '

the strength of the rallying ery: “It's the economy,
stupid * :

Allunmn.nthoadmmmuonhsnuuledmlh
olhnumpmblm Wluln\nm.huhhm Cuhlud
the orime bill
‘' White House officials have repuledlybeenﬁ'm'ltedby
Mmhhlybmphmelhepouuvcndgnlhe
Mnmmhmdemfwhnm
scoomplishments.

.As a result, Clinton policy-makers now are beginning to
ocho the complaints of their predecessors in the Bush
White House sbout news coverage of the economy.

" Owershadowed is asother factor that some analysts

., outside the administration suggest may loom larger: the
i l(ieep-culedtll't.ml'.unlpmblet:n.ntmuzgexmltmgc
B fulngof-mtymo:gm.ﬁ.mammdm\be

- ,,1 inag Sispelied by lesa than two years worth of positive data.

* eputadty 11 think there is a jarring disconnect between medis
. \.; coverage and the very fine performance that we are soeing
- \_fl\'nlho U.S. economy,” says Laurs D’Andrea Tyson, -
chairman of the Council of Economic Advisers. ‘"I could go
down the list of all the satistics that peopie normaily
look at. ... ] could put the numbers from the Clinton
years side-by-side with the statstics from the Bush
sdministration. and | think a class of Econ 101 students

" and suthor of the just-published * ThSuuelWahng

woﬂdnﬂnéeebygn}objecdvemlhlwr
paformmhsbunfu_bener.'

(Begin opuonal trim)

To be sure, Chmonhngonnleuqunlhnmshl

. be expected.’ Wh:lemdnnonlymﬂmtheeoomy

on the margins, thoy ill usually receive either eredit -
or blame for its overall performance. After all, public
opinion resoarch shows, Reagan wou a landalide reclection
in 1984 and Bush suffered a bumiliating defest in 1992
hrplyhlndonvommemnoﬂhmhndhgof
'hClmonscm whuetheewmcmhw ’
wbwngooddmnghllam.GOmo(m
ukvmoawmubomthnmyhnhu oo
mwamdmgwcuwndybyduc“fum
lndPnbbeAffun .
ldmknnmthnChnmhn\mm
forthemymthem said Robert Liokter, .
director of the center. **And that translases into the
public's peroeption of Clinton's handling of the sconomy.
Oncofthcbtgchugesl!hmkwa'wmmhhllo
years is thnthemedn-gcnmwdmoth
myubegmmgwhve-mnehhmmm

' people s perception of conditions than ever before.*

(End optional trim) ‘
" Yet even Tyson acknowledges llmuun may be more to
it than just bad press. The larger economio trends that - .
mlqucangwmemdumumdtypuo{phhwhﬁ
mmumdhn&%uﬂmmwm
own personal outlook. . :

ththemonryhawnwdmﬂhuofmph
during the past 19 months, there remains a cootinuing
doehncmngesmdmlheomllmwot
living. Coupled mthl.bepsycbologulnp‘aollnp
ocorporate layoffs on Americans' sense of job security,

-M:Mmmhngmumhln :

mbbomlynmtlothelhzneomy . ;

‘It's great that we bave job growth and unemployment
udfomn;,hnmhm\dounythngnnmyw
address our long-term problems.” said Lawrence Mishel, an
munllhe&onomc?obeyhmmnwm ,
America.*

Mwhmwechnmmtﬂmm
udedlpmnlndmdennmumlhnlmWn' )
still going on. People are till working mors-for less.
And on that score, Clinton haso delivered,” he said.

Mishel documented, for example, that U.S. wages;
sdjusied for inflation, have ugmuddapmth

. recovery. Between 1989 and 1993, median real wages fell -

ZGMm:hlheaonlylhnhw
‘since. "'In the summer of 1994, we are just ewrting to
retura to the levels for family income that we saw hefm
the recession in 1989, Mishe! ‘said.
Tymtgmudnynhuhzlcug-‘nd-clmn

: hvmgmndnmwoktwodeudeundm\bnnwn
' oDe or two years.

(Begin opu'oul tnm)

The causes of stagnant wages are buried deep in lhc

- engine that drives growth U.S. productivity. While"

Amencaneompamesmdworkmhvemlhm

productivity level rise from their 1980s lows, it still has

not returned 1o the level of the 1960s. Ultimately, living
sundards are linked 1o the nation's ability 10 mm out

high quality products st low prices which is & good >

definition of productivity.
The income gap between highly educated workers and

. ’ - ~

—



~ unakilled laborers is also continuing to widen under
Clinton, increamng the sense among Americans that the
benefits of the recovery are ot being equally shared. The
top 25 percent of American families accounted for 51.3
percent of total ‘national income in 1992, up t‘rom 432
percent in 1980.

‘Reich scknowledges. that trend bu not slowed since
Clinton's team took over, and it has played a role in
cmn‘ng what be terms
a new "'anxious class® of Americans. "The notion that
“hcmungnbomxyofhdpblulmyth. be said.

**Most pew jobs are good jobs. The problem is that the
jobs that remain for workers without akills or with the
wrong skills are becoming p-imcr nnd gn'mma.'

(End optional trim)
Buml‘lmfotthe.dmmm‘munmhﬂ

for ways to mine political capital from this year's
" employment and growth figures, is that the best economis
news may already be in the past for Clinton.

The Fodera] Reserve Boerd's series of five interest mate
hikes this year finally seem to be reining in the
recovery. And - eoonomists fear that Friday's report of a
slowdown in job growth in August could be an early nign
that Clinton will have a hard time matching the .
performance of his firg two years in office in 1995 and
1996. While the nation's uncmployment rate held steady at
6.1 peroent in August, the government reported that the
mcmnmm;obcmthemﬂeanmhmrynd
well below earlier cxpecuum

\

Labor Wars Hit Home in the
Pride of the Prairie (Decatur, Ill.)
By Donald W. Nauss="
(c) 1994, Los Angeles Times=
DECATUR, Il On this city's porthcast side, where
strip shopping ceaters give way to smokestacks and
mﬁeu..zmsuummm:mhura-
global bettle oa three fronts. ‘
It's wheve 4,000 workers 7 peroent of the local work
force have set up picket lines 10 protest their treatment
by three multinational employers: one Japanese, one
On this 100th anniversary of Labor Day, Decatur »
farming and manufacturing center that calls itsolf the
Pride of the Prairie stands as unwitting symbol, and scme
- say vietim, of the long and evolving struggle betwoen big
. business and big labor.
~ Worken are on srike against Pooria-based Caterpiliar
end Japaneso-owned Bridgesione/Firestons, while their
soulmates at AE. Staley Manufacturing Co. s home-grown
conoern bought scveral years ago by the British
conglomerate Tate & Lyle have boen locked out for 14
It's a triple jolt this central Dllinois town of 90,000
* just now recovering from the '80s downsizing and the last
recezsion doesn't need, and the international economic
forces at work have triggered some predictable xenopbobia:
Picket gigns bash both the British and Japarcse. :
The angry pickets and mass demonstrations may seem 8
throwback in sn ers of reputedly weak unionista. And. the
actual disputes today are less about wages than workplace
changes that corporstions argue must be made to make

_ - Decstur's products competitive in today's tough globnl

markets.
Bmhborumhngnmndeeauz
""It's our solidarity againsm theirs,” said Larry

Solomon. president of United Auto Workers union Local 751,

- which struck Caiterpillar in June. *"If we fall here, you

will fee) the waves to Californis and boyond.*
(Begin cptional trim)
And although Decatur has & long labor history, and s

‘memory of bitter strikes, the current struggle.is creating
. pumoommitydimﬂthnmnddnﬁm
. recmecber.

**Thers is a growing polarization.® said Mayor Eric.
Brechnitz. " This is an epic struggle in which both sides

are dug in sad we are suffering as & result®

Labor experts say that what is unfolding in Decatur
represents & microcosm of the bigger drama being played

 out.by labor and management on & global scale.

“‘Itmybnlooiuidenuyouhlwdrunnjam -
involving three multinational companies in the ssma  *
town," said Michael LeRoy, labor professor st the.
University of lllinois in Champaign-Urbane. * Blllhaam
delommmmw

" (End optional tnm)
"The overlapping labor actions have driven union

solidanity to unusual lengths. The coanfluonce of interests
was displayed at & recent coalition meeting of abow 28 |

" members of the auto, rubber and paper workers union, &
well as transportation and teachers unioa officials.

. Such meetings, rare in the past, arc hold weekly. There
is talk sbout media covernge. There is talk sbout
fund-raising and belping families make ends mest. And

. Muu&abu;omn;mmdmmnd

political sction. .
For Decanr, lhehbocmfehnboalhmum-

43 & prairic tornado. .
mmujumommsﬁmhhmofh

‘80s when reoeszion and foreign competition wrackad the

- Rust Belt and Decatur lost a third of its factory jobs and

nearly 10 peroent of its population. .

The trend has reversed itaelf in recent yesrs as the’
city has arracted new light manufacturing snd high-tech
industry. Still, the area's jobless rate stands at abot
7.5 percent, compered to less than 6 peroent for all of
mmuAndclly oﬂ'u:uh fear nnnhehbwmh

Merchants say the disputes carving s weekdy payroll of
up o §3 million out of the economy have also begun o
bt businesses. **Purchases of big-ticket iterns are being
pat oa bold,” seid Ed Markgn(, manager of the local

"Sesn store. “'Tm cutting back inventory for the fall. -

Even the opening of the Decatur Colobration, sn anaual
summer festival, was dissuptod when striking workers
repostedly interruptod & speech by Mayor Breobnitz, s .
stockbroker who union members regard as asti-union.
Brechnitz also complains that the city's police deparument

.’ has been stretched thin by the labor actions.

While many residents are sympsihetic to the workers,
others are perplexed thai they would risk jobs that pay
$17 an hour, among the area's highest wages. ** Some wives
don' understand why their husbands are out there,” said

- A demonxmation at Staley in early Juoe resulted in the
smest of 47 union supporters, including & local minister.
In another rally, pobuaw:yedlhemwdm\hmm

.10 maintain cootrol.

Andthqtmmd:momumweome. At last
week's joint meeting of leadeérs from the thiee uaions, the
mionmemﬁlkedoflhcirmlhomheiu
arrested in peaceful demonsu :

Local ofﬁauln worty what the unions may have up their
sleeve for Labor Duv The unions onlv say they plan o
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CAPITAL JOURNAL ‘
By Qemawo F. Seis

Coﬁfidence Gap:
Press 'Tra'pped
In Own Cynicism

S A JOURNALIST. | have 1o say:
Thank God for Congress.

Thanks not just (or all those’
late-night theatrics and verbal spitball
contests. which make for greal news
stories.

No. thanks for somelhlng eise. As an
msmuuon Congress is suffering such a
f ' spectacular fal] in.
public * ‘confidence
ll N that it has obscured

“ an uncomfortable
= .\\\\\\\

suffering 'a similar,
shortfall in pubdlic

The evidence 1»
scattered all anuine
for any journalist
with the stomach .
look.  When The
Vsl Street Journal

and NBC News decided (o test volers
feelings about President Clinton's trust:
worthiness. they asked Americans in
" poll 1o rate the honesty of various Jead-

¥ ers and insututions. President Clinto
«Mm

ur

The Gallup Organization. which has
been rating pubdlic contidence In various
nationat institutions for more than 20
vears, found {n a survey this vear that
Just 297 expressed a great deal or quite
alot of confidence 1n newspapers. That's
down from 517 in 1979. Television news
fared slightly better. but there's a dark
cloud around TV's silver lining. Last
vear. 467 expressed confidence in tele-
¥ision news, but this year that dropped
11 pownts. "the worst plynge of all inst-
tutions 1n the new poll.” Gallup savs.

S IMILARLY. REPUBLICAN poll-

oy N
[

ster Frank Luntz has jusi com-
pleted g broad survey for the- Hud-
son Institute and found that confidence
in the news media fell befow confidence
in government.
After getung slightly nauseous over
© ims. any tough reporter must of course
quickly recover his wits and ask mcm
P ovety: \\'hat s gotng on?

fact: The press 1s”]

conlidence. -

g

e AnNMer 1S IRal the oress 1s
"JUEnI Ul 1n a rampant wave of nanonal

" cynicism. in which confidence in viriu-
+ally every nanonas Isttution 1s arop-

ping. Congress. of coufse. IS 10 even
waorse shape than the press. Gallup finds
that just 167 now express a great deal or
quite 3 lot of confidence 1n Congress.
down from 427 two decades ago.

Over the same penod of time. confi-
dence 1n banks and pubdlic schools also
has dropped nearly 23 percentage
points. while organized religion and the
Supreme Court have dropped about 10
points. Organized labor and big bus:-
ness rate below newspapers.

(Both the Gallup and Luntz research
produce an intngwng corollary. The
institution standing taliest in pubhic con-
fidence is the mulitary, which tops each
poil's list. The Clinton White House

ight note (hat as if seeks allies in its
e;bm 15 enhance the public crediblli
of iE Eiﬁ'ﬁ.) .

But journalists owe it to the pudlic
and 10 themseives to ask whether there's
s problem that goes beyond the general
cynicism sbout all Institutions. There
probably Is. OI!uclnrmnybethe
changing nature of the “'press Itself. it
least as the public percetves it. - -

N AN ERA of Gennifer Flowers

scandals, - lots of Americans seem (0

think that the Nationa! Enquirer and
“Hard Copy" tablold TV shows are in
the same business 4s dally newspapers
and network news divisions. That asso-
clation doesn't exactly boost the credi-
bility of the mainstream press. And by
churning out breathless ssturation cov-
erage of 0.J. Simpson murder proceed-
ings. TV news divisions and newspapers
only blur the distinctions between them-
selves and the sensational fringes of the
industry, sdding to theit problems.

Mr. Luntz, the pollster, offers an-
other theory. He thinks that. as cable
television offers more Americans the
chance to watch news events (hem-
selves, they are troubled when they see
gaps between what they viewed and
what they find reported later. And some
=nuym'lllmlhepmlemulhe

-elebrated “liberal bias™” of the press.
though the thrashing Democrat Bill
Clinton has taken as pmmm ought v
finally debunk that

A more compeulhg meor_v is ad-
vanced by Kathieen Hall Jamieson of the
Annenberg Schoot [or Communication at
the University of Pennsyvivania. She and
2 colleggue argue. in & paper to be
presented this weekend at the American
Political Science  Association annual
meeting, that ‘#Mﬁ'."ﬂlﬂ—m
WMJW
debales bul on the strategic maneuver:
iw&&f'ﬂ%“_ﬂ_ﬁ"'
ates &N voters. Thev learn g
Tittle about content. but are fed to con-:
clude that all plavers are simply pursu-
ing their own selfish interests.

Prof. Jamieson 18 about to begin
research on a related theory: By focus-
ing on strategic ploys rather than sub-
stance. she surmises. the press 1s mak-
ing people cvnical about news organiza-
tions as well as public officials. "“We
think that peopie are responding to press
coverage negatively because the pressis )
adopting a cynical posture.”” she savs.

In short. what we have here 15 4
compelting story line for journalists to
ponder: Press wounded by ils own
weapon. '
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. records, rather than ther
" ties to Mr. Clinton or their
.. party, during this year’s re-
. election campaigns.

. naively: What, precisely,

'~} .dates find objectionable
. about the president’s perfor-
- mance?

- On Guard For 163Years |

RUN AWAY?

Democrats should be proud to stand with their kader

resxdem Bill Clinton . comes" to

Detroit today to headline a fund-

raiser for Democratic candidates

- on the November ballot in Michi-

gan. At the same time, the president’s own

pollster is counseling Democratic ‘incum-
bents to play up their own )

The wizardry of political Ji
pollsters and handlers rou- JEE
tinely eludes us, so we ask }

should Democratic candi-

Is it his 1993 budget
package, which has helped
strengthen the national
economy, reduce the deficit, and bring

" greater fairness to the tax code? Republican
lawmakers who last year issued dire — -
. and, as it turned out, utterly wrong —

predictions of job losses, bigger deficits and
simultaneous inflation and recession as re-

~ sultsof the budget plan aren’t saymg much

now.
Or is it Mr. Clinton's support of the

" North American Free Trade Agreement,

which has stimulated economic gmwth

throughout the continent? The warnings of

union bosses.and demagogues across the

political spectrum (or as with-Ross Perot,

Chnton. No need to run

in orbxts of then' own) about massive'
NAFTA-related unemployment have held
upaboutassohdlyas,well,theGOP
scaremongering about the budget deal.
Should Demomats flee from the presi-

dents msnstenoe that all Amenmns bave
g access to basic health care?.
§ His selection of two excel-

preme Court justices? His
&1 moderate-verging-on-con-
M servative stances on crime -
M control and welfare reform?

B firearms regulations that

to. ensure constitutional

g freedom of choice far wom-
@2 en, to make the nation more.
inclusive rather than polar- .
- ized on religious or ideologi- -
- cal grounds?

- Certainly Mr. Clmton has had problems
with foreign policy and with reforms of
campaign finance and government prac-
tices. Has Congress done better? '

Looking at a few of the Michigan candi-
dates who will run on the Democratic ticket
this fall, we think the president might seem
better advised to steer clear of them, rather
than the other way around. At least Mr.
Clinton has shown his ability to take difficult
positions and get important things done, -
oftenmthefaoeofnearbrutalopposum
That’s an example more candidates, Demo-
cmt1c and Repubhmn should emulate.
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lent, middle-of-the-road Su- " |

B His efforts to enact sane |
Americans have demanded, . |




The Teflon Congress

" in the Meaia. Capitol Hill Gets Coddled While Clinton Gets Ciobbered -

Bv Howard Kurtz

MAGINE THE media uproar if
IPresxdent Clinton. hawving strongly
endorsed the cnme bill. announced

* that he now had second thoughts and

‘no longer supported key elements of

the legislation. Co

_“Clinton Caves Again." “Bumbling -
Bill Waffles.* “The Flip-Flop Presiden- -
€y." The press would have pilloried |
Clinten for bending with the political

wlnda._ and the pundits would have
"prescribed a spine transplant. ;
Yet the Republicans in Congress
periormed just this kind of double-
" gamer on the crime legislation without
SO much a« a mild scolding fro~, the
Fourth Estate. Just when it fook: d like
Clinton mught w11 a major legi: lative
victory, most LUP members y, the
House ary Senate suddenly invented
NE ZlcCUONS o a measure they had

already voted for. Yet this point was .

all but lost in what the press essential-
ly covered as a partisan mudfight uiti-
mately won by Clinton, . -

The plain truth is that the press
holds the opposition party to a far less-
er standard than the occupant of the
White House. This is not because re-
_ porters are anti-Clinton or pro-Bob
Dole or anti-midnight basketball Coq-

@ vete ts got the same
5t o &% ride when Ronaid Rea
andGm:_cBushmatthecm?un
o’ the media universe. The Democrats
could oppose Reagan-Bush nominees
on the flimsiest of grounds, or pass

wish-list bills designed solely todrawa -

" veto. and the journalistic spotlight
"' never shone as harshly on them as it
did on the Republican White House.

. w".‘“m‘h‘ Senate’ first passed the
crime bill st November. Republican
" Sen. Orrin Hatch of Utah call::“it “the
right combination of tough-on-crime -
provisions and rehabilitation.” A eou-
ple 9! weeks apo. he called essentially
the same bill “a big. gravv-sucking
pig.” Repubiican Sen. Phi) Gramm of
Texas spoke last” Novemper nf he
See PRESS. C4. Col. )

Howard Kurte. a Washington Post
reporier, is the author of “Media
q:mm The Troubie with America’s
Newspapers. o :

SUNDaY, § i ' o
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tougheat crime bill ever passed in Amencan
history.® Last month Gramm said the bill
“has §5 billion of absolute, pure, certifiable
pork” and accused the Democrats of “coddling
criminals.”

Few journalists criticized Hatch, Gramm,
Dole aor any of the 42 Republican senators
who had voted for a somewhat slimmer ver-
sion of the crime bill. The overriding theme of
the media coverage was about how badly the
GOP’s hardball tactics had hurt Clinton.

T 2toral news coverage atwa s revolves
| around presidents: that': why Hrit
YL % Hlwue and Andrea Mitchell and Wolf
Blitrer are famitiar faces. Each marning, pun-
dreds of Washington journalists tackie some
variant of the question: How did the president
screw up today, and how will it affect the next
efection’ The opposition party offers no such

target: it is diffuse, a loose collection of politi- -

cans who are defined mostly by how they at-
nckmdmdamu\emum'sgbaedlad-
er. . o

_The result is that the press doesn't worry
much sbout. whether opposition lawmakers
are stretching the truth or being wildly incon-

. sistent. Most reporters, being cynical sorts,

assume -that the lawmakers operate from the
basest partisan motives; that doesn't qualify as

‘news. Their role in our president-centered

warld is to test the chief executive's mettle,
and we'don't particularly care how.

This is not meant as a defense of Bill Clin-
ton, who has made more than his share of
blunders in pushing his ageada. Nor is it

meant to deride those who oppose Clinton ini-

tiatives on principled grounds. But when
of Congress attempt 1o derai! legis-

. lation they have already approved with minar
it ;i

our hypocrisy meters seem to run out of bat-
teries.

Remember when Clinton suggested to the-

nation’s governors that he mught settle for

g

The Teflon Congress

heaith insurance that-covered 95 percent of
the population, as opposed to the roughly 98
percent envisioned in his now-geceased legis-

lation? The. media made’ such a fuss that the

president had to back off in the blink of 2 news
cycle. But what about Dole, who had oniginally

endorsed 3 more modest but still significant .
health reform bill of fellow Republican John

Chafee? As the political climate for health re-
form grew chilber, Dole simply dbandoned his
support for Chafee and favored an increasingly
rrunimalist approach. rew colummnsts raised a

- stink: in fact. ©2 was nardly neos ot all, o
CEaton, not surpnsingly, has beer touting

ti:z book “Out of OrAer” by Thomae E Patter-
ton, 2 Svracuse Universty politcal wientist.

-who says that press coverage ol presidents

has ixass “ivorronioeal.” That thesis seems
a bit oversuated. But it's hard to argue with

. Patterson's assertion that “Republican leaders

who shout the loudest and give the best sound

bites get the most coverage. They pet off the .

hook a bttle easier. It's absolutely correct that’
‘they don’t get as much scrutiny.”

Mandy Grunwald, Clinton's media adviser,
put it more bhmtly. “What gets covered is the
battie: Here's what the president said. here's
what Al D'Amato or Hatch or Dole said, end
of :ory,” she sad. “That's an easier story to
orwer than tha! the ReraihEcans are being dis-
«'genuous.” )
© Willhyn Keistol, chaumun of the Project for
.ne Repubiscan Future, concaded that *if you
looked closely at Republican elected officials,
ithey would have had a tougher time than the
press

pork, it becornes a question.of how
more pork makes a difference.”
But the former Dan Quayle aide says the

5

. nedia have unfairiv painted Republicans as

1ne party of gridiock for opposing flawed legis-
lauon, “There's a huge bias in the mamnstream

- Washington press corps in favor of ‘bipartisan-

DI
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ship”: Things should be worked out; k-glslanon

" should -be passed.” he said. “If Congress
doesn't pass leg!shum it's failed, and Wash-
ington has faued. and it's less mteresung for
) the journalists who cover it."

roni2ty, the ariginal crzue legislytion was
a clsxic left-rignt coin.promuse on an 1ssue
that had been bocred down in Congress

since the iz sanistraton. Sure it was
oversold—the 100.000 new p.lce ~izers |
supposed.tyf\mdedbvmebdhsgmuym -

stated—but it Was 2 murage that both
had a hand in & partes
Libenhhdtoswalbwmﬁonewfedey
al death penaities and billions of dollars for
prison construction. Conservatives had to ac-
cept a ban on assault weapons and (fewer) bil-
Lions of dollars in social programs meant to de-
ter crime. There was no doubt a fair amount
of dubious spending in the bill, but it did man-

agetobmldawmmgcaa]...'mondleqmmes- '

sential election-year is:.ye.
passed the Senate 95 02 §

But thalwabdoredmml\adb-—nbbod

- ied by Whitewater, Pau)ma._alegnsnuw

setbacks that sent his poll ratings south, And

some Repubbicans made litde effort:to hide

Tnat’: why it

their partisan giee. House Minontv Whip
Newt Gingnen. wio coordinated the GOP as-
sault on the cnme bill. told the New Yorker he
was "mddv” whie "watching the president get
nto rus Mustang and dnve suanzhl nto a
diteh.”

To be sure. the cnume t.i ballooned from
$24 billion 1Senate version) to $28 bilhon
(House verstoni to $33 bilion (House-Senate
conference). And the Democrats larded the
bl with such rucv targets as a $10 ruilion

" grant tor the alma mater of House judiciary

Chairman jJack Brooks. But there was always
theee umes as much funding for police and
prisons as for prevention programs. and the
mote costly version covered six years instead
of five.

Still, the Republicans began to move the
goalposts. First they said they would torpedo
the bill unless the Democrats dropped a provi-
sion allowing racual statistics to be used m ap-

peals of death penaity cases. Yet even after |

that provision was axed, 54 Republicans who

had voted for the bill in April switched sides

on Aug. 11, blodmgmeHomefmmﬁuhp
proval.

In press accounts, however, these GOP de-
fectars did not become the issue. Understand-
aoly. ucrh.ns journalists we e =227 interest-
ed mn the 4 Democrats who switched *aeir
votes. most o them under | res:ure irom the

Natior. sufle Associauon or b Sk Caucus’

leacership. And the main story line, of course,
was: Major Defeat for Clinton. .
The Clintomtes salvaged the bill by slicing
$3 billion from it, drawing support from 46
House Republicans. But the compromise
wasn't good enough for the Senate Republican
leadership, which escalated the demands once
agan. The GOP mounted a procedural effort
(requiring just 41 votes) to clear the way for a
siew of weakening amendments, which would
Hha\-e killed the fragile oampumue wuh the
ouse.
: Whatw:sd:medoutbytheﬂepubbans
Lz cries of “pork® is that while
progr=ms had grown from $5.5 billion n the
vriginal Senate bl to $7 billion, funding for
police and prisons had been boosted even
more. from $18.7 billion to $23.2 billion. Yet
headiines played vp the much-derded mid-

mgm { basketball pre progmms which :cmumed
for just $40 nullion. ’

Everv reporter in town knew that this was,
at bottom. an effort 1o prevent-Clinton from
stealing the Republcans' thunder on cnme
(just as Democrats nad tned lo embarrass
Reagan ana Bush by holding grandstanding
heanngs on such iscues as “Debategate” and
the “October Surpnse’). But the conventions
of objecuve ournabsm reduced the battle to
politics as usual. "Caught between Republican -
demands (ot changes 1 a2 $30.2 billion cnme
bill and Democrauc refusal to do so, the Sen-
ate remamed parahzed Wednesday,” USA To-
day said in a2 typical lead. “Attorney General
Reno said fat and pork are phony issues,”
ABC's John Cochran reported. One side ny:
this, the other side says that.

OnecxczpomwasaWashmgthoam

port by Kenneth J. Cooper saymg that & the
bl.[l was indeed full of pork, Republicans “didn't
wake up and smel] the bacon frying until re-
cently.” 1t ran on page 17. A front-page story
that day dectared that “the past 10 days have
been as bad as it gets™ for Clinton.

Even the bill's final passape was onmediate-
'v uvarshadowed by the cruap-e of Clinton's
effort o health care, th : Cuban refuyee ~risis
and zther travails. “Clicton wm Have Little
Chance to Savor Vmory. L. Angeles
Times ‘announced. The ‘Republicans, mea.,
while, reaped a publicity bonznza as several
pubbications ran pieces on Gingrich and Dole.

Kristol, in an interesting twist, praises the
Republicans for having the courage to oppose
a crime bill they had supported a few months
eartier. “The thing that changed politically was
Clinton's weakness,” he said. “Clinton's weak-
ness allowed some Republicins to be more
principled thaa they would otherwise be. They- -
flip-fopped in the right direction.” ’

But Paul Begala, a Clinton strategist, is *a.l?
crying foul. “The press has abandoned its ref-
eree function,” he said. “If Bob Dole zay. the
mbmﬁedmdm.mﬂ!rm:f-
dent says no, it's made of rock. the headline

. reads 'Dole Clinton Spar on Lunar Land-

scape.’*

By Thomas Geoghegan
YEARS FROM now, when peo-

ple in Washington wake up and
realize what' happened. maybe
1 someone will make a Hollywood politi-
cal thriller about the filibuster “coup”
of 1994. Instead of “Z." the title
should be “Zzzz." For when the na-
tion’s capital experienced an extra-
consututonal transfer of fundamental
power. few noticed of cared. '

At the heart of the New Constitu-
tional Order is the threat of filibuster.
The filibuster. as defined by William
Safire’s political dxcuonarv is “the
technigue by which a munonty of sena-.

Thomas Geoghegan x5 2 Chicago iabor :
lawver. author and a fellow at the
inststute of Politics at Harvard
University,

_In the Senate. the Dole Fi Iibusfer Busts
. The Designs of the Foundzng Fathers -
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tors attempts t ddeal or alter tegis-
lation by the device of contnually talk-

* ing.” Except that in the Dole era, the

filibuster 13 more pernicious and more

- common. Now senators don't have to

keep actually talking for six nights in a
row. All they have to do is threaten to
filibuster. Under Rule 22 of the Sen-
ate the only way to closé debate 1s get
60 senatars to concur. By using the
filibuster threat liberally, conservative
forces in the Senate have thwarted
the Clinton admunustrauon's legislative
agenda time and again.

In 1992, independent presidential
candidate Ross Perot said the U.S.
ought tochave a new constitution.
Well, now we effectively do. Unlke
the des:m of the Founding Fathers.
wtucn emnsuoned mapnty rule (with
carefuuv ‘defined excepuons) ir both
housés;of Congress. we now ha: one
house theé* Senate. gmmed by super-

majority rule: 60—not 50—votes re-
quired for every bill. Make that for ev-
ery bill that the Senate mmonty lead-
er chooses.

While the filibuster rule has been in
effect since the 1820s. it has never re-
strained any administration as’ effec-
tively as it has President Clinton's.
True. the filibuster threat was used
90 times n the 1980s. when Kepubli-
cans occumed the White Mouse, ac-
cording to a Congressional. Research
Service study cited recently in the
New Yorker. But in the '90s. at the
current rate. the Senate wul u<e the
filibuster 200 times.

The president had 10 gve up on
comprehensive heaith care rerorm.
not because he didn't have 2 chance of

See FILIBUSTER C4.Col 1
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The Dole Filibuster l\L

PILIBUBTEIL FromCl

musteting a majority, but because. he

couwldn’t muster 60 votes. On the crime bill,
Clinton had to make funding concessions to

the Republicans, not to win a riujnu'ly—he_

had that—but to win 60 votes. In July, the
" administration abandoned its labor law re-
forin—strongly supponed by organized la-
“bor as a way to address the 20-year decline

. in U.S. wages—because it lacked 60 votes.

Last year, Clinton had to abandon his so-
called “stimulus™ package, his main vehicle
for fulfilling his campaign promise to “invest®
in America bcnuse ke lacked the supe-rma-
jority,

The flibuster lhrnl has hindered Clinton
Uke no previous U.S. president.because Bob
I)le has expanded its vse with impunity.

Historically, the practice of filibustrring

emerged in the 1820s when the Senate was
divided between slave and free states. Un-
~ limited debate, without clnture, was an addi-
. tional way to maintain the deadlock—and
slavery. For the next century, the filibuster
was a rule that effectively meant: “On bills
affecting blacks, two-thirds of the Senate
must approve.” The filibuster was occasion-
- ally used for other things, but that was the
price the Senate was willing o pay, to have a
special indirect voling rule on civil nights is-
sues. In the 1940s, the threat of filibuster
was used to beat down anti-lynching bills:-in
the 1950s. it served mainly as a way ta pro-

tect Jim Crow laws that discriminated’

against blacks.

The Dole era filibuster has aot changed
this reactionary tradition, merely expanded
it. What Chief Justice Hatlan Stone once
called our “insular minnrities” are more insu-

lar than ever, locked up in tte centr: | cities

of our largest states. These are the people’

who get hurt, over and ouver, ty. ik Dole era
filibuster. Aid to cities, labor law reform,
public works projects, raising the ‘minimum

wage: for these types of programs, any posi- -

tive action takes 60 votes.

And the most objectionable part of all is

that this new requirement is unp.emented

- haphazardly, at the whim of Dole o1 :ny oth- .
_er senator. It would be one 1hing if tlie Sen- |
.ate as an institution decidev that this o1 *hat

type of bill ought to require-60 votes. llut
this is exactly what the Senate does not de-
cide. No one has the résnonsibility of did-

_ ing. No one is accountable

As a result, people have o idea in adv'a ~e
how many votes it will take to pass a vi'i. A

citizen's group cannot know whether to pish.

for campaign finance. A unior docs not ki ow

whether to push for a labor !aw reform. A-

member of the House of Rep:esentatives

" does not know whether to risk voting or a

bill, or even proposing a bill. Even the Jresi-
dent cannot know, in advance which of his
bills will take 60 votes, and which only a ma-

_jority of, say, 45 to 50.

Whose republic is this, anyw.y?

"X Tery few will speak out against this
power grab. A weakened president

doesn't want to offend anyone, with

" his jegislative agenda at stake. Senate Major-

ity Leader George Mitchell seems terminally
polite. So'it-is time. for somebny else—a

- public interest group, a congressaiin inter-

ested in breaking the Cayitol r;ridloc::, evena
mad-as-hell senator—to chal.~ 2o the new
super-ma;omy rule in court.

One of the fisst hwyers to al.n\k he new

lilil;uslet as unconstitutional is the lonnerr

White House general counsel, Lloyd Cutler.
Over a year ago, in The Post, Cutler wrote
two articles chiiming the use of the filibuster
violates Article | of the Constitution. Why?

- Because Article | allows the Senate to vote-

only by “concurrence.” which Cutler argued,
meant a simple majosity. Where the Found-

ers wanted a super-majority, i.e., 3 two-

thirds for treaties or to override a presiden-
tial veto, they explicitly said so. )

- But if someone did sue, whom would they
sue? The most obvious defendant, uomally
enough, is the Senate's presiding chair, Vice'
President Al Gore. [t wou't be intriguing to

' put the Clinton Administra‘io? in the position

of having to defend the Dole vra filibuster in
court.: .

So what about Cutler’s arg1ment? Is the
claim of original inteat a strong =nough legal
argument o prevail in cotrt? It seems clear
that the {ramers of the Coastitution would be
against this type of filibustes. The authors of
the Federalist Papers—James Madison, Al
exander Hamiliton and Jonn Jay —denounced
super-majorities, exc=pt whe:e expressly
provided for in the case of rreayes.

But against original intent, one must
weigh legislative mdependence Why
shouldn’t the Senate have the right to decide
what concurmce’ -means? First, the rou-
tine requirement of a super rity upsets
the whole balance of pg:re:“l,):lwcufslehe
branches of government. Look at the dead-
lock that Washington is in now. The House
and the president are weakened in relation
to the Senate in that they are less able to im-
plement . their agendas. The Senate is al-
ready set up as a type of minority veto. By

giving all states, no matter how populous the

same number of senators, the Senate oves-
represents small (and mostly Republican).
states. The Dole era filibuster with its 60
voles requirement ratchets up this built-in

minority veto by a factor of 1.25 or more,
and thus disrupts the Founders' finely cak-
brated system of checks and balances.

But, the constifutional lawyers will ask,
isn't the Senate’s voting proceduse a political
question that the courts should nut presune
to decide? The “political question™ doctrine,
as articulated by the courts, holds that judg-
es should generally abstain from interfering
in the affairs of other branches of gmern-
ment.

But not always. In cases hkc Powell v. Mc-
Cormick in 1969 and others, the Supreme
. Court has ruled on the constitutionality of
Hause rules and procedures. As Justice La-
vid Souter recently pointed oul, Conpress
should not have.free rein on procedural
rules. In the 1993 case, U.S. v. Nizon (not
Richard but Walter, an obscure federal judge
convicted of taking bribes), the Supreme
Court held it would not review the Senate's
impeachment of Nixon, because it was a "po-
litical question.” But the court’s reasoning
relerred to the Gnique phrasing of the im-
peachment clause of the Constitution, which
says that the Senate had “sole” power to in-
peach. Souter, concurring, said the word

*sole” even here dld not mean, in his view,
that “anything goes.” -

What if, Souter asked, the Senate started
making decisions by “flip of the coin?” That
would be so abusive that the “pulitical ques-
tion™ doctrine would not apply. -

Isn’t the filibuster rule at least as abusive |
. as Souter’s hypothetical “flip of the coin?” In-

deed, the current {ilibuster is not even the
Senate’s flip of the coin but Bob Dole’s or

Jesse Helms's or Phil Gramm's as to wheth-

er 60 voles or A majority is nceded to pass a
bill. This the real evil of the filibuster. No
ont decides in advance that health care re-
form or any other Icgislation needs a super-
majority. No one is ever accountable.

The evil of the filibuster is much tike the

problem addressed by the courts in the “de)-
egation doctrine.” Under this line of reasod:
ing. the' Supreme Court has long held that
Congress cannot delegate its own powers to °
others without limits Or standards. Of
course, the filibuster rule does not “give
away” power in quite this sense. But it does
transfer the Senate’s power over the mnst
crucial issue of all—huw many votes it takes
to pass a hill—to 2 shifting; unidentificd mi-
narity bloc who make the 60-vote decision
on an ad hoc basis. This is a classic example
of an arbitrary use of power.

uppos> a constitutional lawsuit agast
the Dole era filibuster was brought and

thé Clinton admunistration or the vy’
president were effectively the defendant.
Would the administration that has been ctip-

" pled by gridlock fight for the gule in court?

Evenif Gore and others did not want a It jtal
battle,. they would have the opportunity o
force the Senate to confront the issue.

For exaniple; Gore could go to the court
and say: “Yes, | will raise the ‘political qués-,
tion” defense in this case because | belicve
the Senate itself is mature enough to deal ap-

-propriately with the growing abuse of the (il-

ibuster rule. | am appointing today a blue-
ribbon commiission of legal scholars and sen-
ators to advise me with respect to the legall-
ty and wisdom of the filibuster rule.® Then,
at last, the adininistration would bring s
constitutional crisis to public attention. h
The great tragedy of the Senate minogi-
1y's coup is that most Americans don't kixiw
that it has happened. They only know thal
Washingtan svems to be in paralvsis when it
cames (v proiecting their wages or expand:
ing their healih care. If nothing else. a Irgal
challenge 1o the filibuster Tule could get 1h-

-attention of — and help educate —the citizen:

ry of a demoralized republic, in more lmuhl-
thane it reatly knows,



 deais Inl I et anee

) =pring

DUl ]
g o e
Al onetwer- e,

ol L
Wilh ine aaTthat remaun
HNder e U Cunan Demoeraey
Telecommurieations sappiiera,
DS, a0 Norint.

ey tedt

At

ML e negotiated
the U
s

D s B 0N authoe

HOTYEREEE

suren:
RTSHTIN

ARV AN

s~ e
FURTIVE TRIPS.

.le(lt"\.
feeding oi .. e
La\\

"t

..p\\m-:-‘.::. RN DR
elest.
Holiunmd &

rms e o S

spectrum Oi VICw s oo ivestitent, inter-
est x{l"()ups run the wamut rom tne
U.S.-Cuba Traue & Feonomie Cenmnetiy
which' is" piannme 1o nost a0 iuncheon
eariv Hctober T

o
ister Roberto Loiame, to the O SaCuba

shan Forewn Mins

INUIVes

actudinge

Service between .

Business Council. which deseribes jtseir !

with Cuby nehiicin, Moss
main iouth
harQ(; lor teo

of the & :i'iun-

B RS TS VR N
e em.
Hlclons
communiiv—

O TR P TH I TV 1) IR

S Sotiie

cun

I as a “post-embareo, sost-Casiea” sroun,
Whit & issiba. & oapgeears. i 1 dops
POFALE Wil 1o Lo Tre iaste of e

thougi (_‘u|>(m> 'r.l_\':h spoke i tavor

of liftingr tire <cinerzoms in congression:d
hearings i <poing s savs e compae
ny has had no reaction,

For most compunies. Uit
o0 ~mali i
DOHUL.H pNDasine il Lo
embariLo is nentin coertiun,
eign compatmes e ey
beacnheaus i .
munication..
themseives
trips. Cubans
pushes nx 1, wors
savs Robwrio ~ois,
based { :
& Proics
hOWeV!‘.‘T. Sl
promises (. :. R

Bll Gdl.f' St e
Pearson .-

)
s ~imbpiy

Do e L DEIEREe T CiSK

ciig ol

Althougn for-

WS,
NvCUIVes content
Lartive
heen nart. and that
amzinst the embargo.”
prestaent of Miami-

Falrenreneurs
TVeTVONe ke,

-.'.‘;il( ot

L

i Was'hinuum

the .

estabiishing
o Jana teecom-

fact-tinding |

wnat .

- rmmenta“‘.

S Doueias Harbreeht

BOB DOLE'S
IS PURE

GATT ATTACK

POLITICS

new worid-irage ruies this vear.

o hear Senate Republican Minor
irv Leader Boo Dole teil.il. tnere

is no rush for Congress "0 ,).%?s
curetul ana do the joo rignt,” intones
ine iongtime free-trader. Hastv action
wouli deprive the public of learning
whnat's in.the pact, he warns.

“Vait a minute. s Dole talking about
the same deal that took seven years—

spanning three Administrations—to ne- |

gotiate? The pact that Congress has

Be

same false cropnets who predicted
that NAFTA wouid trigger the miass ex-
ugus of 6 miilion yobs to Mexico, per-
~it the shipment of tainted food to
".hie noFth. and depress wages in both
countries. Instead. U S.-Mexico trade
has soared, horder towns are :boom-
ing, and Mexico just held the clean-
est democratic election in its history.
| * Buchanan and Nader are tapping
into a strain of American isolationism
that one U.S. official coneedes is

been haggling over
since January? The -
accord that Dole
ana his fellow Re-
publicans support in
its basic contours?
The answer is ves,
ves, und ves.

just A poY. What's

R d good li-
For Clinton, o P

-international trade
organization for
-fear it would con-

the work of
seven years

(renerai Agreement

on Tariffs ‘& Trade. It's a 'danze'ous

-game that Dole and the \.uP shouid

abandon.

Just a few months ago, passage of
a revised GATT and creation of a W orid
Trade Organization to enforce it
seemed assured. Now, the White
House frets that the deal will crumbie.
For one.thing, 117 other nations that
huve signed GATT are awaiting U.S.
approval. Unless it comes, recalcitrants
such as France and some developing
nations may withdraw.

The WTO is the target of the same

kind of scare.tactics that opponents

on the left and right used against the

‘| North American Frée Trade Agree-

ment. Conservative Patrick J. Buchan-
an excoriates the WT0 as:a [ . \'.-“‘

trade -that will strip the . S oxtus"

national sovereignty. Ralph*Nader. ~a\s
it will give foreigners the power. o
scuttle environmental and heaith jaws.

Sound famiiiar? These 'were :he

reajlv behind Dole’s “ and three strain U.S. sove-
‘hign-minded rheto- . reignty. That left a
rie st a u0P ploy Presidents toothless trade
to ¥o lor President , group that had only
Clinton's- political Dole- s limited success try-
Jugular. The party go-slow ing to fend off pro-
~ that stands for free . tectionist practices.
trade would rather a_ppl"oach s The wTo is no
kill every Clinton- one more : U.N. It's simply a
backed initiative mot to pact among nations
this year than ad- u!‘te P . to try to lower tar-
vance the cause of Kill °"_'Y'h'"9 iffs and trade bar-
trade liberahzation Clinton rieri*z(i | As . f:,"he
by approving a new world's largest free
wants. market, the U.S.

should be the panels 800-pound gorilla. .

ieading- uther nations against closed-
{ trade practices. And just in case eritics
I are right, Clinton accepted a House
::0P provision that wouid let the U.S.
pull out of the WTO after five years.

. Lower tariffs in the new GATT rules
will add $1 trillion to the U. S. economy
and create 2 million jobs in ‘the next
decade. the Organization for Economic
Cooperation & Development estimates.
But the most persuasive case for
strengthening the world trading sys-

global economy is changing so rapidly
_ that without order. trading blocs will

emerge—potentiaily prompting massive
; trade wars. With the most comprehen-
| -sive trade pact hanging in the baiance,
+ more time is not what lawmakers need.
To the contrary. time is running out.

" Hurdrecht covers trade wars
SUSINESS WEEK rrom Washington.

Tor

ties.” It's also déjd

GATIT’s vu. In 1948, when
: the first GATT was’

- passage signed, Congress
would cap  refused to back an
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CI.IN'I'ON IS STREAMI.INIHG GOVERNMEN'I'—
'BUT VOTERS MAY NOT CARE

There's more. Under a2 new govexnmemwnde procurement

and for zood reason. From Richard Nixon's Ash Com- | law. the Pentagon is eliminating onerous paperwork require-
mission 1o Ronald,Reagan’s Grace Report. Presidents | ments for vendors. saving billions in the purchase of com-

‘ E fficient government” strikes voters. as an oxvmoron,

have declared war on hureaucracy for decades, vet the federal

' . hehemoth grows onlv more bloated. So skepnc:sm will be in
order on Sept. 14 when President Clinton releases a one- |

vear anniversary ~“Reinventing Gnvemment report and boasts

' that sweeping reform is at hand.-

But oniy evnies would dismiss the ReGo effort headed by
\ice- Presndem Al Gore as worthless. The Admlmstrzmon ac-

mercial products. The Interior Dept. has transferred 300 Bu-
reau of Reclamation employeesufrom Denver headquarters
to area oifices to work ‘more clasely with customers in the
field. Mortgage companies can expect to save $4 million a year
because the Housing & Urban Development Dept. has auto-

mated the processinz of FHA insurance applications. The Agri- -

culture DepL is consolidating tield offices from 3.700 to 2. 500

‘uaiiv has made a promising start.
Auvencies insist thevre delivering ser-
viees more elficiently, from distribut-
iy tood stamps electronically to short-
ening approval time for government
mortgage insurance from five months
to five days. The Administration's bot-
tom line: It's on track toward a five-
year goal to save $108 billion and is
halfway toward downsizing U.S. pay-
rolls by 272.000. in part by copying pri-
vate-sector buvouts.

Government reform was a key ele-
ment of Clinton's campaign as a New

‘SHOW TIML: GORE DOLS LETTERMAN

so farmers won't have to traipse to dif-
ferent location= for various services.

SACRED cows. Dut change isn't ‘coming
easily. Reform faces trouble from con-
gressional barons who protect pet agen-
cies. The House barred personnel cuts
at the Veterans Health Administration,

to block civil-service reforms that give
unions job-security concessions in re-
turn for flexible work rules.
Anticipating . such opposition, ‘the
ReGo-nauts decided at the outset to
steer clear of major reorganizations,

Democrat. To keep his pledge. he “needs to convince Ameri-
cans that he can fix government.” says Al From, ‘president of
the centrist Democratic - Leadershlp Council. That's why the
Veep has a full-time “reinvention™ staff and why many agencies
have their own ReGo czars—all trying to improve customer
(read: taxpayer satisfaction. Gore even awards tiny Ham-

mers to those who bust up bureaucracy.

Bv the end of ‘September. agencies are supposed to meet

" new performance standards. The Internal Revenue Service. for
. example. must provide refunds within 14 days to Laxpayers
. wha file electronically, and the U. S. Geological Surv ey will try
" to fill requests ‘for maps within two davs. rather than the cur-
' rent six weeks.

such as consolidating 100-plus job-training programs. Useless sa-

‘cred cows such as the Rural Electrification Administration

and the Interstate Commerce Commission will be spared, too.

But the decision to reinvent existing services rather than
deinvent unwanted ories may mean Clinton won't get the big
political payoff he seeks. Voters won't thank him for improv-
ing programs they don't want. “It's like making the buggy-
whip factory more competitive.” scotfs Scott A. Hodge, an an-
alyst at the conservative Heritageé Foundation. “They'll just
find wavs to waste our money more efficiently.” With a voter

-mind-set like that. Bill Clinton and Al Gore shouldn’t be sur-

prised if their good deeds go unrewarded in the voting booth.
. _ " By Susan B. Garland. with. Amy Barrett

for example. And conservatives will try.

T carivar waapup

POLITICS

Former Housing & Urban Deveiop--

ment Secretary Jack Kemp is hint-
ing to top Republicans that he may sit
out the '96 GOP Presidential race.
Kemp, who lags far hehind Senate Mi-
nority [eader Bob Dole in early polls.
has said he is having too much tun

making money on the lecture circuit to -
give it up for the campaign. Republican

insiders say the ex-quarterback may
change signals. but theyre betting he
-stavs on the sidelines. One sign of a
. nogo: Kemp has been slow w assemble
a campaign team. while Dole. ex-De-
lanse Secretarv Dick Cheney, ©
‘Tennessee Governor Lamar Alexander.

wmer

- cruiting top talent. Another omen:

" meek. With two lawvers in the Flrst

" crowded federal court dockets by using

and Texas Senator Phil Gramm are re-
Kemp plans to pass up the Christian
Coalition's September conclave.

LEGAL REFORM .

he Clintonites are about to laiinch |,
civil-justice reforms—nut they ]l be

Family. the White House wants to
avoid the kind of controversy the Bush
Administration stirred with attacks on
the litigation expiosion. Instead. the
Justice Dept. plans to try to clear

arbitration to resoive Aisputes. inoth- |
2r iden: creating special vourtd LT fam-
iy ard husiness coniiicts.

THE ADMINISTRATION

resident Clinton may be supporting

anticrime legislation, welfare re-
form nnd gmmlmuon curbs to-woo
qr,ane voters. but his appointments
pea'] X lﬁ'iashxoned Democrats. The
Prez h‘a‘s{i‘fp ed”U.S. Judge Abner J.
th“'“e leérai’ €x:congressman from
Illmong.,.ns?;hls ‘new chief counsel.
Robert, Greenstem head of the leftish
Center o Budget & Policy Priorities,
is in line for deputy director of the
Office of Management & Budget. And
a front-runner for a seat on the Fed-
eral Trade Commission is Georgetown
University luw professor Robert Pitoi-
skv..a liberai antitrust expert.

BT
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COMMERCE

CImtons Art of the Deal

The President and his Commerce Secretary woo Big
susiness with an aggressxve “Buy American ™ policy

8y IANICE CASTRO

HIFTS IN HISTORY AREN'T USUALLY"

this well orchestrated, even in Ger-
many. Last week the Allies formally
ended their 49-year occupation of
_ Berlin, withdrawing -the- last--of their

’ troops; Chancellor Helmut Kohl, U.S. Sec-

“etary of State Warren Christopher,

-ritish Prime Minister John Major and .
i'rench President Frangois Mitterrand

marked the occasion by deliver-
ing heartfelt- speeches about
friendships forged in conflict
But even as ordinary Berliners
were toasting the departing g
American soldiers, a few blocks gl
away Germany's. business lead-
irs were greeting a star-studded
"’.S. corporate delegation eager
.0 get the new era of peace and
prosperity off to a lucrative start. '
Among the Americans: General
Motors CEO John Smith, IBM
chairman Louis Gerstner, Gold-
man Sachs chief Stephen Fried--
man, Motoroia’s Robert Galvin,
Morgan Stanley’s Richard Fisher
and Dwayne Andreas of Archer- - |
Daniels-Midland. Said U.S. Am- -
hassador to Germany Richard

: lolbrooke: “For almost five dec- .

relationship (between the U.S.
and Europe] was basically mili-
tary. The departure of the troops
from Berlin represents the be-
vinning of an emphas:s on trade
and economics.”
Very simple economics: “Buy
\merican.” For all the afguments
‘bout whether Bill Clinton is a
‘ew Democrat or an old one,
~hen it comes to pushing U.S. business in-

lcrests abroad. no recent President has

demonstrated Clinton’s willingness to roil
up his sleeves and dive into the sometimes

.Srubby’ details of international dealmak-

1Ing, " gor nnﬁonal export policy,” as it is

- ix r\led‘bv the’Admxmstrat:on

© Clintonin fact, is earning a reputation

- Closer'in*Chief. If Ceorge Bush was fa-
2us for getting out the Filofax and phon-
'3 world leaders in pursuit of diplomatic
.:uls it was Bill Clinton who picked up the

’ 'thone last summer and talked King Fahd of

~1udi Arabia into buving $6 billion worth of

" workers there.

Boeing and McDonnell Douglas civilian

aircraft, and then got the Export-Import
Bank to sweeten the deal so that European
rival Airbus could not steal it away. Last
May the President helped AT&T close a
$4 billion deal for Saudi telecommunica-
tions modemization. He intervened agnin
last June to persuade the Brazilian govern-

ment to award a $1.4 billion radar project

‘to Raytheon. -
. Whereas other Prsxdws might have

viewed such direct involvement as unfair
interference with the free market—or
maybe just déclassé mercantilism—Clin-
ton, the putative populist, hasturned outto
be a natural in the role of salesman. It is
not, of course, a selfless role: Administra-
tion officials maintain that by boosting
U.S. exports; 13 million new American jobs
can be created by the year 2000. To drive
home the point after the President helped
close the Boeing deal. Vice President Al

i Gore visited 2 Boeing plant in Seattle to

announce the good news to cheering

Corporate leaders are now damoring for
seats on Commerce Secretary Ron Brown's
plane whenever he ventures abroad to drum
up trade. Brown—glad-handing, gib, a kind
of tiber-Jaycee—is focusing his efforts mostly
on such large emerging markets as indone-
sia, South Korea and Latin America: China
is the biggest prize: during the nékt five -
years, as it struggles to industrialize as rapid- -
ly as possible, the People’s Republic is ex-
pected to go on a $1 trillion shopping spree

for foreign technology. Leading a group of
24 U.S. business executives on a whiriwind

trip to China two weeks ago, Brown helped
net deals worth nearly $6 billion. The
agreements included a commitment by
Shanghai Airlines to purchase 11 Boeing
757 passenger i :ts ($1 billion), a telecom:-

‘munications contract for AT&T ($500 mil-

lion) and a $1 billion deal for the New Or-
leans-based- Entergy Corporation to build
ap—n an electric-power plant. While

ol > some of these transactions had

N ;beenmtheworlsformm&an
@4 & year, sources close to the ne-
i 4 gotiations said the Chinese side

much Clinton will’ polni- _
cnl!yforhxstwnseﬁm'tsnwo-
coring Big Business. Since his

amounts of “soft money” dona- .
tions, largely from corporate
givers—some of whom, pechaps
not coincidentally, have sccom-
" panied Brown on his jaunts. Yet .
businessmen and -women say
they remain uneasy with an
-:Administration that seems to
understand their needs on the
road but is all too willing to erit-
icize—or tax—them in order to
" pursue domestic initiatives.
Complains Bruce Josten,. the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce
senior vice president for policy:
“One day the President is bash-
{ ing pharmaceutical companies.
" The next day he is breaking
down doors to sell exports in China and

Saudi Arabia. This Administration talks ..:,
very pro-business in some respects, yet,o w_

Secretary of Labor (Robert] Reich will 80
to an AFL-CIO convention and say, ‘Your
agenda is our agenda. We need bigger an
stronger unions. That leaves business.
confused.” Well, maybe so. But when Ron

Brown starts packing his bags, some of the

most powerful executives in corporate

America start packing theirs. ~Reported by

Willlam  Doweli/Hong Kong, Sunee! Ratan snd

Adam bgom/thhvgwn and Bruce van Voorst/

Berlin .
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¢ Presided over an cconomvihat grew iy 379 in 1993 and.is like_lv ta grow by 3.7% .
this year, with infladon runring at or; bo2.6% America has-been hclpmg to: pujl -
much of the mdustnalxsed worid out at rizession. :

Domesitic polmcs
After the ecoromy, voters are trat conc red ubout law and order.
*_As the first president with ‘he brave:y o 1ake on the formidable Natonal. Rifle
Association. Clinton has rampaigned t.ard for. and won passage of, two laws ,
limiting the access to firearms. Dne of .ce LiawS also acals wnh che govemmem’s P
fight against cnme.
e As the first president to dlace: univer-aj heaith care: ﬁrmly on the agenda, he has
persisted in the face of the overshelmin:; ¢ dds. Clinton has agreed with his wife that,
although she knows mo-e sbou: the plin thar. most people, it would be bestiif she =~ !
' conducted her advocacy dxscre:tly (sue:1 is the power or thc relxgxous right and its
hatred of “intelligent wemenia ;- '
. ®, Federal-government restnct:cns on ax tion have been ea.«.ed ot
* Morc womeri and minorities have bze:) appointed to federal posts, makmg the
government more repm.n'au"e of the }:¢pulari ion at large.

P

- Foreign policy: '

~ Voters preferred Clinton to George Bus n hccauae he mdncatcd he would spcnd less
time than Bush on foregn poiicv. and 1u.3re on home affairs. Nonetheless Chnton
has:
¢ Mairtined good relations with Russ.c and kept going the dismantling of inter-
continental ballistic missiles in.the Usitsd .States, Russia,” Ukraine, Belarus and

- Kazakhstan; ensured thet the (vf help:c: the Russian economy with a large loan
when it was badly need:d; and done -t at: hr can to prevent.a turm in Rus:a to
radical nationalism..
». Helped ‘bolster the mdep..ndence cf “he. East European countriés. that were
members ‘of the Warsavs. Pact by adm ging. 1hcm 10" NATO's North Atlantic Co-.
operation Council .and.as “'Partners fo::.eace”. (Although Russia has also joined

C Partnerships for Peace, it will be allowuh 0 vew over NATO'S growmg ncs with: the
' East Eumpmns.) :

¢ SuécEssfully applied pmurc vnth ot -') om Russ:a 0 vmhdraw its forcts ﬁ'om
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia. The'same is now being done in Moldova..-.. - -

‘e Presided. over ‘agreerrents between istael -and both:the Palesting Liberation
Orgamsmon and’ Jordaf i told his secreta:y ct state, Warren Christopher; to give
high pnomy t0a sumlar agrecment with §;7ia; md kept up the i unpc!us ofthe pe.acz '

process..
* Helpid to-sustain thc ..uncs**here (¢ more, but no less) in whxch the Insh
RzpublunnArmy decided 1¢ deciare a cezsfire. : o '

* Did his best to avoid having t send the Varines into Haiti (an action that would
not win support at homs), whii: creatni a consensus among a number.of Latin
American and Caribbeanr goverriments, 4t well as in the un Security Council, in
favour of a multilateral ir.tervent.on rathzt than an all-American oné. '
, . True, there have been u-tums and czleys. But no clangers have been dropped.
‘What terrifies the Clinton -haters most is :1: possibility that. for all their efforts, legal.
or- libellous, Clinton wilt be- r;_v selected in 1996. Clinton may play two election
campaign aces. Cne is a modest tax cut ==: muidle-income taxpayers. Anothér is a
- modest reduction in the capnal’fg.ms rax.
!fthc cco-lomvconnrua 16 g ‘owatils turrent rate. he may bz able to aﬂ"ord both

N
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' to be-talled the “great game”. -
"What mattered then vvere the

. have the pipeline cap acxry © &y mor: Tx. imen gas
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tax cuts. while continuiag to hold down: “/1¢ budget deficit. Republican voters would
lap that up and Democrats w<:id not w:Mpiin euher Where would that leave’ thc

Clmton haters?.

"]

e “‘great game” in oil and gas

OWERPLAYS in the Trans- Fﬁ;seﬂm ‘ . l Ga3 pipeiines
Caucasus and Central Asig = Vitee —rmish | —= bmsble
before the first world varused .

apprcaches to British Indiz -
through- Persia and Kaiser . g
Wilhelm's Middle Easemarz-
bitiors (which were o .grea:
that Sermar: propaginda - ir.
Arabia claimed the Kaiser had-
converred to Islam). There is : -
now a new “great game”. It is about go. ver over laxge oil reserves in Awbauan and

- Kazabhstan and natunl-gas dﬂposns iplas sontc od) in Turkmemsmn Nobody has
" won this game=yet. - L. -

All the usual suspu:ts are playmg Russia’s tulas think the deposits fall within

@004-008

their sphere of influence. Iran would Iil-e to divert oil and gas exports soudmrds. o

'l‘uﬂu:y is busy angling for pipeiines t¢ pass across its territory..

“When they started out,” ;ays a v2item expert, “the oil companies: were rather
Daive. They' thoughr. it would-all be «-raightforward.:Nov: they realise that the
Russians -are goingto-have a:major say in w'hat happens—and vill not let-up the
pressure undl they getie.”: .. -

In Azerbaijan BP has the lead i1 consoruum that mduds American and
Norwegian compamc' and:the unin-i:2d Lukoil of Russia. It is. preparing a huge

-contract. This is to punp oil tirough: Armenia (if peace.with Azerbaijan can ever be
.agreed) or a bit of Irin and across Turkey to-a well-established terminal on the
Mediterranean at Ceyhan (see map). ~-is terminal used o handle Iraqi ml fmm 1

pipeline unal it was cat off by unsars-ons. |
ForeigN Report has. cescribed ;ome of the ‘machinations of the pames

. involved in the Azerkaijan oii deal, .i-ich still has novbeen signed: The Russians
- want this oi] 10 go by pipeline-north-west to Novorossiysk and thence to customers

by ship through the Bosporus. Turker. worried about a calamuous oil spill, has

“imposed shipping liits which will sicw down such waffic.

“he Turks have an: ulterior motive: me'y wvant the oii to reach the Mcdxterranean.
not :n unprofitable ind dangerous Fissisn super-ankers. but along a lucraave

. trans-Turkey pipeline. ,
Another part of the “g-eat gam:" was a recent agreemem bexween Iran and

Turkmenistan, which is rich in nan:cil gas. It,was signed by Iran's President Ali
Akbar Rafsanjani and Turkmenista~'; diciator; President Saparmurat Niazov. It

provides for a pipeline to be built frox Turkmenistan:to Tabriz and through Turkey .

to Turkmenistan’s cus tomers. This ro .1 worald Bypass'Russia, which says it does not

ol
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- college- bound youth, says volun-

- ages — and be required for gradu-

‘ try’s public schools aueady have -

" mandatory, in spite of protests —

.- in context with the other

D+ also a dramatic reforma-
wte tion of the coilege loan
1 of program. Under the new

3Y OAROI. CLURMAN

Can Clinton’s AmenCorps help"

‘A lot of America’s problems could be solved one on one, ’ the pr esident says

RESIDENT CLINTON, WHO
this past week launched a
national service program for

teering should starnt at even younger

~auon from public school.

i I would like to see eveiy state

“adopt as part of its minimum school
standards a commumty service
requirement.” Clinton said in a
recent Oval Office interview with
USA WEEKEND.

About one-quarter of the coun-
made commumty service work

and lawsuits — from some parents
who say schools don't have the right
to force children to do so-called
volunteer work. 1
Qlinton’s community service pro- §
gram, called AmeriCorps, is aimed
at helping college-bound
young people pay for
their education and get a
taste of community ser-
vice in the bargain (see
bax). Interview excerpts:

Q.lsn’tn:ulgoingubo

-Sure it is. But it's some-
thing. You have to put it

thing we’re doing with
college education, which
has not gotten enough
publicity. A major part
of the economic program
[ passed last year, which
reduced the deficit, was

hipwe & system, young pcopie can borrow money to go
k viito college at a lower interest rate and can excr-

" rcise the option to pay it off over as long as 30
- v'vears.as a percentage of their income. These

two things together wiil make a big difference.

Q: What's your advice to students who don't get into
mmm&mmi«mmum
“Weil. neunv ail of them o [quaiify for loansi.

AmeriCorps mgrmslnacﬁon:llelphgbmton .
} mmmmummm

Q:WWdMMM_&MMw
your feelings about community sarvice?

She did a lot of volunteer work when shé was

"a young person. When she came to Arkansas,
she started a legal services clinic there. When [

became governior. she'd already gotten some
women together who.were family advocates and

. formed a group cailed the Arkansas Advocates .

¢

MORE ON
| AMERICORPS

for Children and Familics. She’s been my role
model, beauseusbeensomnd:monapan :
of the fabric of her everyday life even than it
has been of mine.

Q: MRMMMMMMIIMIN
issocaugtupin ...

. Ye_s'.lthinksh.cmises.thatalot.
Q: Do you see her going back to commenity service? |

I think she would in a heartbeat if she thought
she could, if she had the chance, We like the life
we had before we came here, because it was
informal, open and full — very full of the things
we cared about. And a big part of that for her

. was thc community work she did.

Q: Have you spoken with Chelses about joining
AmeriCorps, or has she expressed any intarest in it?
She’s fairly big into community service. She did

a we-k's wonh %f work this sunmer on her

own with ‘hef church group here in downtown
Washinigton with yuung children, who came from

. .poor families. And her school, Sidwell [Fnendsl.

requires all students to do community service
work cach scmester. So my little girl [now 14
years old] will probably outdistance her parents
in her devotion to community service.

* Q: Do you think public schools should require it?

Absoiutcty [ do. Scverai vears ago, [ served with



:ne then-governor of New jersey,

Tom Kean. on a Camegic Foun-
daton group on middle schools.
and we made a list of recommen-
dations (including] a community

service- component in the cur-

Ziculum of our public schools.

Q: A lot of peopie say that's not
legal — that you cant require
students to do volunteer wori.

| know that. And that's why
nationaily I don’t think you-

shouid, probably. But [ think
states require all kinds of things
that are important for education.
This is a big, diverse country; it's

- AmeriCorps
‘can have a lot
to do with what
kind of country
- we turn out to-
be 10, 20 years
fromnow.”

- a wonderful place. And we're |
weaker when we're divided. ... °

(Community service] will stay
with them for the rest of their
lives. even if it's just in their
habits and attitudes as citizens

- and how they talk to their own

children. It wouldn’t do the kids
of this country any harm to
require them to be in community

-service.

Q: When you were young, did you -
Corps? : o

I thought about it. But by the
time I came of age, there were
just other issues and other con-
cerns that kind of dominated
mv imagination. But | was really
zaptivated with it. and [ still
sometimes wish I had had the
experience.

Q: s there any one olace you

.dreamed about going?

[ wish [ had served in Africa.
hecause | think Americans under-

. :and Africa iess weil than anv

iner continent. €
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Congr

Paralysis
- Thanks
To the G.O.P.

By Charlel Peters

WASIHINGION

ongress Is back in ses-

"N glon, but there s little
" hape that Il ' will accom-
plish much: before re-
furning (o the cam-
peign trail. The mala

. rcason for pessimism is the paysayers

. whu control all but & handlul of the

1lh-puNkan ‘members in both houses

(— and who, whh hetp from defeciing
Democrals like Senator Richard Shel

by of Alabams, use procedural manew-
ed

vers (inchuding an

number of threatened fllibusters) to
endow & minorily with the pwer 1]
Impose gridiock.

One reason | fee] this way my be "

that ) am » libersl Democrat. But
there is a 1¢icniless nopativism, even

Charles Pelers is edilor in chief ul

The Washington Monthly.

nastiness, about the K=publican ‘2ad-
ership that | believe off :nds peoie of
good will regardiess of :deology

- The scariest Inct is tha the hree

" most potent Republicans ir Car gress

= Senators Bod Dole of kans s lnd
Phil Gramm of Texas, and tepiesent

ative Newt Gingrich of Geo ‘gis < are
tikely to be very powerful f:r years to
come. Mr. Gingrich will ehhr de mi-
porily leader or Speaker ol thr House
In the arxt sension. Mr. Dole vill e

elther majurity or minority e der of

the Senate. He is also runnin | 193¢ the
1908 Presidential nomination. Ruwing
even harder is Mr, Gramm, who .8 the
leader n (rips to New Hmnpehire.
Because of his power over the GOLP.'s
dominant right wing in (he ! enare, he
is atso the man who brings Mr. Dole
back into line on the rare ucca slons
when the Kansaa flirts with :he ) osst-
bility of reascnable comper misa
What | dishke mosi sbout (iwse
three s their hypocrisy aid thels re-
fusal even to try 10 meet the Demo-
crats haliway in an effort 10 luM the
country's ms.
‘I'thypocrl:yhllh_lﬂt.-!edlq beir

seemingly fervent opposition (v Gov-
ernment spending ia gene:a) and ‘o
pork in particular. .

As for pork, Cobb Cour.ty, Gs., Mr.
Gingrich’s home, gets ™.re Federal

- doltars than all but twe other s uburban

counties n America. “Gramristand-

ing” is tha term Texans use to de- -

scribe Mr. Gramm’s penchan’ fn;
claiming credit for every Federal dul-
lar spent in Texas, including the bil-
liuns wasted on the Superconduciing
Supercollider. Once, in an unusually
candid moment, (he Senator said of his
appethe for pork, “I'm begier.ng 1o
gei trichinosis.”

he Natianal Tllpnyerl
“WUnion founo in one -rev
cenl perfod 1Rat Mg,
Gramm was one +f vuly
three s uf the

ccontly. In the spirit of doing anything
to «vitat Mr. Chinton a1 every turn,

. Scnaturs Dole and Gramm attacked |

the crime bill's trust fund, which had

ts2n created to finance anticrime pro- -
- grams, lorgetting to mention that ihey

Yad been among the fund’s original
sponsors. When The Atlantic Monthly
checked s1afl salaries for House mem-
bers in 1991, Mr. Gingrich was spend-
Ing more tax dollars to hire s1aif than
any olher member of the Georgis dele-
gation. Nof jong ago The Dallas Morn-
ing News caugiu Mr. Gramm trying to
frighten voters Into thinking that funds
for the Brooke Army Medical Center
in Sun Antonio were (threatencd 80 ho
rould appear 8s the haspital's savior.

.“We have tried (o create a BAMC.

tunding scare while feeling comfort-
able that BAMC. Is safe (rom the
budget knile.” sald a stall memo thai

" House and Senatt nut 10
have sponsored 8 tingle o A-cutung

. measure. The bills he did sponsor, n
. mnmm"maunmo

the Federal deficit. .

fell into the hands of The Morning
News.

But beyond their cynicism, 1 am
distusbed by the unwillingness of these
three (0 meel Mr. Clinton even a quar-
1er of the way when he iries, however
tmperfectly, to find solutions for the
nation's problems.

Taoke their alitude on health care.
cpreseniatlve Fred Grandy, a8 Re-
1ublican from lowa, tells of recelving
*marching erders™ rom Mr. Gingrich
not to offer any cofstruciive amend-
ments that might attract bipartisan

. swpport sad theteby enhance pros-

pects lor the legisiation. And Mr. Dnlc.

- who n 1991 told the Sonate there was o

healih  care . “crisia” suddenly
changed his mlnd when tha Clinion
hrnhh pun came slong.

saddest aspeci of this obsiruc-

5s 1s Back. INow;, to L.ay the Blame.

801 10 make roon fus theim wiih shorg
€er scalences or alicinative punish
ments for the nonviotent? The answer

“from Mr. Gramm, Mc. Gingich and

Mr. Dole: no.

There are, | am cunvinced, many
areas where considui sble Jibei o) and
conscrvative agrecinent is possible.
On wellare, many hitcrals realize tha
a "tough luve’ policy is needed; they
just want to make sve that the love
docsn’t gt st dn the process. On
education, aithough ihere is sharp dis.
agreement among hierals and conser-
valives aboul vouchers, sgiccment

Bipartisanship? !
These guys never
heard of it.-

secms possible on issues tike mernit

pay and adminisitutive bloar. (n degal
and byresucratic reform, libernis ang ™
- conservalives alike’ are stasting iq
recognize that the tcal encmics are
not idcologh:al difle-yences but mfluen- -
11a) associations of lawyers and public”’
employces — ‘and the puliticins who |

fear their power.
But nane of this eicatial agicciacal

is going lo become reality i a Con-*’
gress in whuh Mr. Gramm, Mr. Ging- -

rich and Mr. Dole control the Republl-
cans. They are today’'s Martin, Barion®

.and Fish, whom ulder readers will -

.

nonlsm is that for two decad:
Democrats have increasingly irted to
find common ground with conserva-
tives. Neoliberals and New Democrats
nave been willing. for example, to
shandon opposition (0 tough antl
€11..:¢ measures in favor of a pushion
tha: says 10 conservaiives: We agree
thas we should be tough va vioient
crime. Will you agree (hat we need to
do’ sumething shout preveation? And
1t 1§ we're going 10 pul (16 vioknt
crivhinals away for a long time, we've

must dedicated to absitucting Frank-
lin D. Roosevell's ciforts to prepase

the natlon for World War 1), Lhe only .
reason they are iemembered. ot sl |
today is & specch thut F.D.R. maede -
Fidicuting their autumatic aegativism. .

Their successors should «unsider

_the possibllity of u similar fate. In a -

recemt poll, 32 peicent Blamed Bif}

Clintm for the gildhe-k in Goverainent -
= Int 48 pereent blamed the Repobll-
“canxs in Cimgiess -

I3

r as (he three Republicans .

'€
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Chnton s legislative record
1gnored by press and pubhc

' By'I'IIOMASE PA'ITERSON

A recent ABC News poll I‘ound that 64% of
_ Americans think Bill Clinton has accom-
plished little or nothing as President. A ma-
. jority of Americans also believe he has
. "done a poor job of hundling the economy.
These perceptions are greatly at odds
" . with reality. Clinton’s presidency is the
_-most ambitious since Lyndon Johnson’s
. and has a substantial
. policy record, including

stened the press’ absurd claim that Presi- .
dent Bush had no economic program. Even
in the third quarter of 1992, when Key indi-

- cators showed the economy was rebound-

ing, more than 80% of news references to

" Bush's handling of the economy were nega- .

tive in tone.

With Bush's del‘eat Republicans got their
chance to deliver the barbed one-liners that

the press relishes. In conjunction with the
media’s appetite l‘or scandal the result has

- . abudget-deficit reduc- -
_tion plan, NAFTA, the.
Family Leave Act and .

- the crime bill. More-

. over,4 million new jobs
have been’ addedilo the:- |

- economy in the last’18%* -

" months, more than Were

“added during the previ-
ous six years.. -

- Clinton has'a notable
legislative record. In |
1993, Congress backed -
Clinton on 88%. of the:
bills on which he had
taken a position, a level

" excceded only twice in
four decades: 1953,
when Congress backed
Eisenhower 89% of the
time and 1985 when it
supported 83% of John-
son's positions. In their
top years, Nixon, Ford, Carter and Bush
never reached even the 80% level. Reagan

. exceeded itonce, but otherwise averaged

. Iess than 60%.
Although Clinton is said to be lax in keep-

- -ing his commitments, he has kept or is ac-

i lively pursumg roughly 80% of his cam-

- . paign promises, a level that exceeds the
...10% average of his five predecessors.

~Tn .- To understand why Clinton receives so

..little credit for what he has done, we need

-. Jook no further than the relentless cynicism

...of the news media. Somewhere in the last

.v decade or so. the press lost much of its ca-
pacity for constructive reporting. Juurnal-
ists today win by making others lose.

The nrocc.dasc nnt aet alone Pnring the

. beena presidency awasil in bad press.
Roughly 60% of the press’.evaluative cover-

age of Clinton has been unfavorable.
Clinton’s style works against him in his
dealings with the press. Perhaps the most
open of our Presidents; Clinton freely ex-
presses his ideas and actively negotiates at
every stage in the policy process. Although
the press lauds openness in theory, it pun-

_ishes it in practice. Any Clinton deviation

from an earlier position, however prelimi--

nary or conditional, is jumpedonasare-

treat from principle.
The notion that (linton backs away from

his positions too easily is open todebate. On

a number of occasions. he would have lost

RENEE LOLYA DALY NEWS

get fight was won bya slngle vote, as was the
crucial procedural vote in the Senate on the

- erime bill. NAFTA was rescued from cer-

tain defeat by Clinton's deft bargaining.

In domestic politics at least, the antithe-
sis of compromise is not high-mindedness
but stalemate, which characterized exccu-
tive-legislative relations in the decade be-
fore Clinton took office. Clinton has yet to
cast a veto. Bush vetoed 45 bills. Reagan
struck down 78. Carter, the last Democratic
President before Clin-
won, cast 31 vetoes. The
press interprets Clin-
ton's restraint as weak-
ness. It may, in fact, sig-
nify a President

of constructive accom-
modation.’ )
~ Journalists like The
B New York Times' Mi- -
$3 chael Kelly who suggest
Clinton is unprincipled
have no appreciation of
the Southern reform
politics that shaped his
‘style. It is a politics
where persistent give-
and-take is the key to

at times, improbable
'majorities that some-
times win out against

trenched interests.

The scenario working itself out in Wash-_
ington is remarkably similar. Instead of
their lazy negativism, the media need to
work out a more balanced appralsal or the
Clinton presldency

Thomas E. Patterson,
a professor at Syra-
cuse University's
Mazwell School

" of Citizenship,
is author of “Out of
Order,” about the me-
dia’s role in politics.

.case of Kevin El-

committed to a process

creating the fragile and,

powerful and deeply en-

| Ifthey’re gonna
do time, it should
be for worst cnme

Those people
down in Arkansas
must be nuts,
right? Look at the

ders, 28, son of
Surgeon General
Joycelyn Elders.
On July 29, 1993,
Kevin sclls one-
eighth ofan
ounce of cocaine
to an undercover
cop. On Dec. 19,
he is arrested. He
pleads guilty, and
finally this week he is sentenced. What does
he get? Ten years. Ten years for a nonviolent - |
first offense. Ten years for selling an amount
so minute that if it were placed in your out-
stretched palm, you couldn’t detect the
weight And that's the minimum — under Ar-
kansas law, he could have gotten life.

There are, in fact, disturbing questions in
-the Kevin Elders case. Why, for example, did
the cops wait five months before making the
arrest? But as for the sentence — no, itis not
an Arkansas aberration. Harsh penalties for

low-level offenders are common across the
U.S. And nowhere is the practice of handing
out punishmepot that does not fit the crime
more notorious than right here in New York.

New York is saddléd with two sets of laws
that make a mockery of rational sentencing:
8 Rockefeller drug Iaws. Passed in 1973, the
laws were based on the theory that harsh sen-
tences would scare the druggies out of busi-
ness. The idea would be laughable if the re-
sults were not so ruinous. Consider, as just
one example, the elderly bodega owner from
Spanish Harlem whose role in the sale of 2
ounces of coke was, according to the prosecu-
tor, “minimal,” but who had to be sentenced,
by law, to 15 years to life.
M Second Felony Offender Law. Thls statute
mandates that any repeat felon must serve
prison time regardless of the crime. That
forces judges into such acts of insanity as
sending a youngster with a drinking problem
to prison for 12 to 3 years for the terrible
crime of sicaling some crayons and erasers
from an empty Rochester schoolhouse.

Now compare those cases with that of Ed-

ward Qahnittbnr wwhna carnd 2a more five

\-\x
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In- Sandoval Reserv01r of Good Will for Cllnton Is Drier ' But Not

~ SANDOVAL,. Ill. (AP) To read some newspapers, watch some
television shows or listen to certain radio hosts, you could get
‘the idea that there are people across America who hate Pre51dent
Clinton.

And there are. You’d )ust be hard pressed to find them here. :

At first blush, little Sandoval 1,535 people huddled agalnst a
sea of corn stalks ° would seem a good place to tap into the -

- groundswell of anti-Clinton feeling that seemed to rumble around
.the country this summer.

It’s poor. People here hold to traditional values. They'’re
fDemocrats, but conservative, in a small town, Harry Truman klnd of
way. ~ .

A lot of them lined the highway in 1992 when the Democratic
campaign bus tour breezed through, - so many, in fact, that Clinton
ordered the buses to stop so he could get out and speak.

He promised change. People believed him.

Do they feel betrayed now? -

It seems a reasonable question to ask because there are people
elsewhere who clearly feel a deep, personal loathing for the
president a sense of betrayal if they voted for him, just plain
anger if they didn’t.

' Oh, there are plenty of people who support him ‘the pre51dent'
approval ratings have stayed pretty close to the 43 percent of the
" electorate that voted him into office. But you . don't have to go far
to hear the others.

Every once . in a while, pre51dent comes along who, if he was a
piece of gym equipment,  would be the heavy bag. Franklin Roosevelt
was one, if you were conservatlve. Rlchard Nixon was one, if you
"were liberal. ‘

And Bill Clinton is one, if you believe what you hear and read.l
Just not in Sandoval.

Not at the Double D Hair Salon, where either Darrena or Darlene . .

it isn’t clear which, she wouldn’t say. - looks up from washing.
hair clips and says, “I just think he’s great.’’

Not at the Sandoval House Restaurant, where waitress Doris Lyons .
looks a bit dreamy when she describes how the president talks:
M‘He’s got a nice, soft voice. He’s easy to listen to.’’

Not at Whitie’s Barber Shop, ‘where proprietor Steve Gregory
~whips out two Clinton-Gore campaign buttons from the wooden cabinet
- where he stores the combs and hair goop. ‘I think he’s doing a
great job,’’ Gregory says. o S
. The mayor, Gary Deadmond, llkes Clinton. ‘‘'Bill Clinton said he

stood for change, and he is trying to change things,’’ Deadmond '
says. ‘‘With all the problems in Congress, he s hav1ng a hard
time.’’ _
. In Sandoval, .you will find people who are -disappointed in
Clinton, who strongly disagree with him. Who even dislike him.
But the sort of person who would believe Jerry Faiwell when he

"_all-but accuses the president of murder? The sort ofWperson who

would own a popular bumper sticker that says: ‘‘Smokerdope, dodge'’
draft, cheat wife, become President;-... The new American. Way!'’’
Not here.
Bill Resch owns the local v1deo store, a llttle cottage with
white aluminum siding and a.gravel parking lot. He voted for
Clinton and has 11ved to regret it. ““'I’ve jolned forces with those



?

" who. think he’s turned out to be a weak pres1dent. He'’s real
wishy-washy.’’

Resch leans on the.counter, a small, muscular man with sweptback
bristles of red hair shading to gray. And he voices some complaints
about Cclinton that are common ‘here, even among the pre51dent's most
ardent supporters.

‘‘After all the things he said he was going. to do, the first
thing he came out with was gay rights,’’ Resch says, referring to
Clinton’s gays-i in-the~military policy. ‘‘With all the problems we.
have, that just really turned me off. And his foreign policy he
doesn't have a foreign policy.’’ ..

But Resch expresses something else that’s common here. He trusts
Clinton, he says, and believes he means well. He isn’t bothered in

~ the least by Clinton’s Whitewater investments or by the stories
about the president’s supposed extramarital affairs.

' ‘“I’'m down on -the press for that,’’ he says. ‘‘It just seems

- \like any subjeoct, they go to extremes. ... It seems like once they
got a quy down, they just keep stomping on him.’’ '

"' A customer comes in. Scott Magnus is a big, dark-bearded,

' 34-year-old grain farmer who voted for Bush, likes Rush Limbaugh

.and doesn’t think much of Clinton’s politics. ‘

- 8till, he says, ‘‘I really, truly believe that in most of what
he does, Clinton means well.’’

So he doesn’t hate Clinton? “I don’t hate anybody, ’’ Magnus
says. .

' It’s a friendly place, Sandoval. N
'On the evening of July 21, 1992, the Clinton campaign came
rolling up Highway 51, the road that nicks the edge of Sandoval on "
" its way from Centralia to Vandalia. Those are the big towns around
here, where many people in Sandoval drive to work. There aren’t a
lot of jobs in Sandoval. In fact, there’s not a lot of very much.

What there were a lot of, at least on that night were
supporters ‘of Bill Clinton and Al Gore.:

The estimates range from 300 to 1,000 it doesn’t much matter
which is right. The point is that what-seemed like the entire town - /.

‘was stretched out along the highway, everybody waving American T
. flags and Clinton-Gore banners, singing patriotic songs, cheering o
in the warm Midwest night.

Clinton ordered the bus to stop. He and. Gore and their wives got_
out, hopped onto the roof of a limousine and, spoke. It turned out
to be a magical moment, one of the most memorable of the campaign.

" ‘‘When we are old men, Al Gore and I, we will say, you should i
. have seen the crowd in Sandoval,’’ Clinton declared. , Lo

For Sandoval, it was the most memorable moment since ever. = = % w0

Carolyn Hensen, Democratic committeewoman, had organized the -
rally. ‘‘It was something Sandoval will never forget,’’ she says
now. ‘‘Because.that day we’ were somebody. We meant something to
somebody.’’ :

. Clinton went on to beat George Bush here by better than 3-to-1.

This town is almost all white, mostly Democratic and largely fed
. up with the whole lollygagging, tax-sucking, gossip-mongering '

Washington establishment. -
- They are people who didn’t dodge the draft’ during the Vietnam
War, whose children fought in Desert Storm. They are
. anti-immigration, anti-welfare, pro-qun, pro-flag. And despite it
"all, many are pro-Clinton.
Then thére’s. Dave Schilling. Schilling owns a woodworking shop
on North Main Street. Heé’s gangly, 50 years old, with a long, , o
droopy mustache. He wears suspenders hooked to his blue jeans. He -
is' a registered Republican who voted for Ross Perot. And he doesn’t
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11ke Bill Clinton._
E ‘‘Him?’’ he says, his v01ce rising when the subject of the

president is broached. ‘‘You mean her! President Clinton ' that’s
Hillary. He’s just a figurehead ‘And they both ought to be
impeached.’’

Schilling is standing outside his shop. He beckons a visitor
inside, saying, ‘‘I’m probably the only person in Sandoval who
doesn’t like Bill Clinton.’’ b

'~ “‘This town carried Bill Clinton," he goes on, his voice
turning sharp with sarcasm. ‘‘Everybody in this town voted for him.
... He could have said he would have doubled the income tax and
everything else, and they still would have voted for hlm. Because,
.hell, he stopped to talk to them.’’

Schilling missed the bus tour, quite intentionally. ‘“'‘T wouldn’t
walk across the street to see him if he came today.’’ /

He hates Clinton’s health care plan. He hates his foreign-
policy. He hates Mrs. Clinton’s role in the’ administration. -

: But hate Bill cClinton? ‘‘I hate nobody, ’’ Schilling says.
“Well I got a few people who owe me money I kinda dislike. ... -
No, hating s for young people. I’m too old to hate anybody." -
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“that some in Harlem are alreadv

' oughfare, 125th Street, business

. Manhattan, an astounding surge.

the South Bronx. They tour and deplore and prom-
ise, and very little ever changes Last week it was Bill
Clinton’s turn. At a church in Harlem across the
street from an abandoned building and down the block from
acrack house, the master of empathy was strangely subdued.
Perhaps because so much of his agenda is perceived of as
dead or dying, the staple of such appearances, a litany of Ad-
ministration accomplishments, was largely truncated. There
was a bit of boastmg (“We’ve done more in 20 months than
anybody *. in a month of Sundays”), but Clinton’s overall
tone was plaintive. “One of the things I ran for President
about,” he said, setting a rather minimalist goal for an achivist
leader, “was just to get-us to face
our problems again . . . and go to
work on them instead of just talk-
ing about them all the time.”
‘Civen “is muted . _..arks,
Clinton seemed hardly aware

P OLITICIANS DO PENANCE IN PLACES LIKE HARLEM AND

beginning to feel the effects of his
presidency, a definite, substan-
tive change in direction as, how-
ever incrementally, Clinton refo-
cuses government spending and -
moves to implement proposals
that have languished for decade<
" Along Harlem’s main thor-

is booming, a function of indige--
nous forces mostly but of Clin--
ton’s policies as well. The vacancy
rate for commercial property is
less than 2%, and space is renting
for more than $30 per sq. ft,
about the same as in midtowr

are being rehabilitated. The private investment responsible
for most of this growth is following rising incomes and the re-
turn of better-off families. Perhaps most important is the an-
ticipated designation of the area as one of the nation’s first six

empowerment zones. “EZs,” as they are known, are the latest -

incarnation of an old idea formerly called enterpr'Ls'e zones.

What Clinton’s added to the notion beyond tax incentives for -

businesses is a panoply of social services (day care and job

-training being the most prominent) designed to produce a
- work force capable of staffing the enterprises likely to be at-

tracted by the tax breaks, After the Harlem~-South Bronx EZ
is formally approved later this year; the Federal Government

will pour $100 million into the atéa,.an amount New York:

City and State will match, Added to; the total $300 ‘million
will be about $70 million in low:iriterest loans from Fleet

Bank. “Only some.corporations see:the opportunities avail-
able,” says Fleet’s James Murphy. “Others will wake up be- -
fore long and leverage the thing further. Harlem's coming .

" THE POLITICAL INTEREST -
. Mlchael Kramer

~ Hope Grows in Harlem

_households account for 63% of all households with children. -

; . WHAT BILL HATH WROUGHT: The domestic agenda
New stores will soon dot the cross founder, but some urban policies are working
streets, and nearby housing units mey but are

.vice plan (which already has 20,000 Americorps volunteers,

back, and the EZ deserves alot of the credit”
Coming back and being back are different, of course. Har-
lem’s depression is still staggering. Single female-headed

Forty-two percent of the population has an income below the
poverty line. Black men living in Harlem are less likely to
reach age €5 than men in Bangladesh. The murder rate for
males nat:onally is 10.2 per 100,000 people, in Harlem it’s over
100. The area’s infant-mortality rate is 50% higher than that of

New York City as a whole and can be attributed largely to alco-
hol and drug abuse ., sxpectant mothers. -

Some of this horror will be alleviated hy Clinton’s crime
bﬂl more cops will walk Harlem's streets. Increased Head
Start slots are coming too, along
3 with new antidrug programs and
{ additional dollars for day . care,

3 Above all. the newlv.expanded
- § earned-inconie tax credit, a Clin-
ton triumph, will lift about

= of poverty. When fully imple; -
mented, about $100 million in .
) new credits will come’ back o |
Harlem, and most of that money:.; -*
will be spent right there.
Public education, in trouble - |

¥ everywhere and in . cnsls :

; thmughout New York City, is: .|’
l worse in Harlem, where union - .
rules ensure that the least compe-
; tent teachers are assigned. As a
- result, barely 40% of students are
performing at or above grade lev-

els. At Junior High School 43,
which, is fairly representative, -
- class size averages more than 30 . " |
students, discipline is hit or miss, "
books are scandalously lacking
and there aren’t even emough
chairs to go around. ‘Like airlines that overbook, the school
counts on absentees. When “too many” students miraculous-
ly show up, teachers negotiate among themselves for chairs, | .

st of this tragedy is due to local budget cuts. One promis- .~ _|:

gprogmm is Teach for America, which trains eager, ideal-
istic college graduates to serve in the nation's most distressed
regions. By including Teach for America in his National Ser-

more than the Peace Corps ever had), Clinton will add teach-
ers to the classrooms of Harlem. If he wins his fight to redis-
tnbute $11billion in federal education aid according to need,
those classrooms will get more money too. -

Jimmy Carter first visited what will soon be the Harlem~
South Bronx EZ in 1977. Ronald Reagan toured the same
streets in 1980, declaring he'd seen nothing “that looked like
this since London after the blitz” Neither delivered more
than rhetoric. Clinton has pledged the least, but at least he's
delivering something.  —With reporting by Lina Lofaro/New York
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

-Not For Release, For Planning Purposes Only | . October 5, 1994

Highlights of the President’s October Schedule

"The following is an overview of the President’s schedule for the. month of
"October. The. schedale is tentative and subject to change. The schedule is for
planning purposes only and not for publi@tion or broadcast.

Mon,, Oct.. 10

Tues., Qct. 11

Wed., Oct. 12

Thurs., Oct. 13

Thurs., Oct, 13 -

Sat., Oct. 15

" Sun., Oct. 16 -

 Mon., Oct. 17

Wed., Oct. 19

Senator Lautenberg/NJ Coordmated Campaign

Secaucus, NJ

Congressman Bob Carr/MI Coordmated Campaign
Mlchngan ' :

Democranc Senatorial Campalgn Commxttee |
Washington, DC

National Association of Police Officers
- Washmgton, DC

Congressman Bob' Carr Receptlon ‘
Washmgton, DC

. 'Gubematonal Candldate Bill Curry Event -

Connectwut

Democratic Senatorial Campaxgn Commxttee .

“Miami, FL.
" RON: New Mexico

International Chiefs of Police Co_nference

Albuquerque, NM "~

Governor. Mario Cuomo Reception @
New York City, NY C . \

.m‘o;:e.—



. October Overview, Page 2

 Thurs., Oct. 20

Fri., Oct. 21

Sat., Oct. 22

Sun., Oct. 23 |

Mon., Oct. 24

'I‘nes., Oct. 25

Wed., Oct. 26
_Thurs., Oct. 27

Fri., Oct. 28

Sat.; Oct. 29

¥ .

y Democranc National Comxmttee Dmner _'
. Washmgton, DC :

Kennedy-ng Dlnner with
Senator Charles Robb and Congressman James Moran
Northern Vu'glma ,

" Gubernatorial Candldate Kathleen Brown Event

San Francisco, CA

.Senate Candidate Ron Sims Eyent _

Seattle, WA
RON: Ohio

Attomey General Lee Fisher Rally and Luncheon
Cleveland, OH '

“Town Hall Meetmg

Congressman Tom Sawyer Dinner-

- Akron, OH

RON Washington, DC

' Gubernatorial Candidate Myrtb York Event

Rhode Island

'Anti-Violence Forum - o . .

Buffalo, NY .

' RON: Washington, DC

Gubernatorial Candidate Bonnie Campbell Events

. Davenport and Des Momes IA

RON: Mlchlgan

GOTV Rally
Congressman Bob Carr Luncheon
Detront, MI

Midwest Voter Hxspamc Leadersh1p Dinner -

Chicago, IL

~ RON: Washington, DC

Italian-American Dinner * - ' o

- Washington, DC

-30-30-30-



