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OPENING REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT AT PRESS CONFERENCE 

October 7, 1994 

Good afternoon. Ladies and gentlemen, 20 months ago I came here to make a 
start and to make America work for ordinary citizens again; to take on some tough issues too 
long ignored and tb get our economic house in order. There have been some tough fights 
along the way, but I believe they were the right fights for our future. 

We came here with an economic strategy that was comprehensive and direct -
reduce the deficit, expand trade, increase investment in people and technology, and reinvent 
the government to do more with less. We pursued this strategy with discipline. Now we 
have fresh evidence that the national economic program we put into place last year is 
beginning to work for America. 

The Department of Labor reported today that the unemployment rate fell to 5.9 
percent, a four-year low. And the economy has created about 4.6 million jobs since I took 
office. More jobs in high-wage industries were created this year alone than in the previous 
five years combined. It's not enough, of course. As the Census report makes clear, there are 
still too many Americans working for low wages, living in poverty. There are places in rural 
and urban America where the recovery has not yet reached. 

But if you look at the changes since just a few short years ago, when we were 
exporting jobs and exploding the deficit, there's a great difference. We're getting our 
economic house in order. Jobs are being created at home. We're moving in the right 
direction. 

This Congress, as it concludes a difficult session, showed that it could make a 
difference for ordinary people when it put people and progress ahead of narrow interests and 
partisan obstruction. It didn't always happen, so let's begin with a look at the record: What's 
been done, what hasn't been done, where do we go from here. Let's begin with what was 
accomplished. 

The economic plan passed, putting our house in order. It was historic deficit 
reduction led by cutting over $255 billion in spending; cuts in 300 separate government 
programs; raising taxes -or tax rates - on only the top 1.2 percent; cutting taxes for 15 
million working families with 50 million Americans in them — people who work full-time, 
but still hover just at the poverty line -- so that people will always be encouraged to choose 
work over welfare and won't have to raise their children in poverty if they do. 

We've broken down trade barriers; eliminated barriers to exports; passed NAFTA. 
Exports to Mexico are up 19 percent; exports of cars and truck up 600 percent in the last 
year. . 

They talked for more than a decade around here about making government 
smaller, but it never seemed to happen. Well, now if is. Under our legislation we are 
shrinking federal positions and cutting the federal work force by 272,000, to its smallest size 
since the Kennedy administration. And now, again I say, private sector jobs are going up, the 
deficit is going down. 

-more-



President's remarks 
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For the first time in a generation we have taken a serious assault on crime, 
passing the Brady Bill and the crime bill with its 100,000 prison cells, its 20-percent increase 
in police on the beat, its ban on assault weapons, its three strikes and you're out and other 
penalty laws. 

The government is beginning to work for ordinary citizens in important ways. 
That's what the Family Leave law was about. That's what the law which will provide 
immunizations for all children under two by 1996 is about. That's what Head Start for 
200,000 more kids is about. That's what the national standards of educational excellence with 
more local control; apprenticeships for kids who don't go to college; national service, so 
people can eam money for college and serve their communities; and making college loans 
more affordable for 20 million people who can now have lower interest rates, lower fees, 
longer repayment schedule. It's what the empowerment zones in the community 
developments banks to bring free enterprise to poor communities are about. 

All of this was real progress. It's only a beginning, and more could have been 
done. But too many times, an idea for creating jobs, reforming government, educating 
students or expanding income, fighting crime or cleaning up the environment or reforming the 
political system was met by someone trying to stop it, slow it, kill it, or just talk it to death. 

A lot of the same people just recently signed that so-called "Contract with 
America" - a commitment to taking us back to the Reagan-Bush years when we exploded the 
deficit, cut Medicare, cut taxes for the wealthiest in America, divided our citizens and sent 
our jobs overseas. My contract with the American people is for the future - grow the 
economy, fight crime, take on the tough problems, make government work for ordinary 
people. 

Congress is leaving town without passing GATT, the world's largest trade 
agreement. It will cut global tariffs and, over the next decade, means a $744-bilIion tax cut 
It will generate hundreds of thousands of new jobs for American workers. It will keep our 
recovery going and sustain growth all around the world. We must not retreat on GATT. 
That's why I've asked Congress to return and pass it after the election, and I believe they will 
do that. 

But Congress had a chance to do a lot of other things which it should have done 
but didn't do. It should have passed significant environmental legislation, much of which has 
the support of both American people and industry and environmental groups. It should have 
passed health care reform instead of watching another million Americans lose their coverage, 
as the new data points out happened just last year, while costs increased faster than inflation 
and more citizens lose the right to chose their doctor. And it certainly should have passed 
political reform. I think the American people were appalled by the spectacle of lobbyists 
hiding who they work for, what they get paid, and by members of Congress accepting their 
gifts and then walking away from lobbying reform. 

There's something wrong when a senator can filibuster this bill and walk off the 
floor of the Senate and be cheered by lobbyists. Well, the Congress is the people's Congress. 
The lobbyists may have been cheering in the filibuster last night, but the American people 
were not. 

-more-
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So Congress has done wejl on the economy, on crime, on tax fairness, on 
education and training, on trade, on loans for the middle class, on family leave, on reinventing 
government. Congress has not done well on political ,reform, on environmental legislation, on 
health care, and on an unprecedented record of using the filibuster and other delaying tactics 
to try to keep anything from being done. 

We have to now resolve to give the American people a choice as Congress leaves 
town arid we move into the next few weeks before this election. Do they really want this 
contract which is a trillion dollars of unfunded promises; a contract which certainly will lead 
to higher deficits, cuts in Medicare and throwing us back to the years of the 'SOs when we 
lost jobs and weakened our country? Or do we want to face up to the challenges which were 
not met in this Congress, and use the next Congress to keep the .economic growth going, to 
pass health care reform, to pass welfare reform, to pass political reform, to deal with these 
environmental issues? ' . 

You know, countries all over the world want America to succeed and want to 
follow our lead. We saw it just in the last few days when the elected democratic Presidents 
of South Africa and Russia were here working with us on their common futures and their 
aspirations. We see it in the help we've been asked to give to the peace process in Northern 
Ireland. We see it in the help we've been asked to give to the peace process in the Middle 
East. We see it in the enthusiastic reception our young men and women in uniform have 
been given by the people of Haiti who want their democracy back. 

I am proud of the work America has done around the world in the cause of 
democracy. I am proud of what our troops have done in the last three weeks in Haiti. As I 
said — and I caution you again there job is still difficult and dangerous, and we still have a 
lot of work to do. But the violence is down, the Parliament is back, the refugees are 
returning, the electricity is burning again, and democracy is coming back. This is the 
direction we ought to be taking at home as well as abroad - fighting for the future, not going 
back to the past. 

-30-30-30-
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SEEMS FAIR TO SAY BILL CLIWTON IS HAVING A LOUSY YEAR. THE PRES-
ident's personal losing streak began around the holidays, with the 
somewhat dubious set of allegations known as Troopergate. The 

' slump continued through (anuary and February, thanks to the 
trickle of details about a failed real-estate investment called 
Whitewater.. This was the backdrop in. March, when the New 
York Times divulged the history of Hillary's lucrative commodity 
speculations. And the presidential past was beginning to look like 
a tragic curse—Aeschylus in Arkansas—by early May. when the 
.anoonish Paula lones emerged from an Ozark hollow to tell the 
.ouniry about what really went on at all those policy conferences. 

Political, taiisiroph^.picked iip where ihe [personal ones left 
btt. Tmeis •'incredibly shrinking prudent' ' got reinflated when 
CohgnH? gassed his budgel and NAm|lSs1 year, but the triumph* 
lism didn't last long'. As 'Haitian refugee'aimed their leaky flotilla -
at the coast of 'Florida, ilie president'Telabbrately wrought health­
care plansank1 without a trace. On lune-27. he had to fire as chief 
of staff his well-meaning but ineffectual best friend. Mack 
McLarty. Congressional Whitewater hearings got much uglier 
than expected and cost the president Roger Altman. one of the 
r^ore effective members ol his administration. 

lust as those hearings wound down, the attorney general called 
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for a special counsel to investigate illegal 
gifts to secretary otAgnai l ture Mike Espy 
from Tyson Foods, a poultry company 
with close ties to Clinton. That same 
week, a leaked memo revealed that the 
president's pollster. Stanley Greenberg. 
was suggesting Democratic candidates 
run on Clinton's policies while distancing 
themselves from the man himself. Robert 
Fiske was unexpectedly replaced as 
Whitewater special counsel by a more 
partisan Republican who announced he 
would start investigating again from 
scratch. By early August, setbacks like 
these were arriving at the rate of one every 
four days. And just when it seemed the 
president had hit bottom, the House unex­
pectedly nuked his crime bill. 

This was "tantamount to a vote of no 
confidence in the president and his ability 
to govern," wrote leffrey Bimbaum. in a 
Wall Street loumal story that ran under 

, s | .the heading BURIED AUVE. Pronounce-
, j ' pl'ments of this sort have been standard late-

jpjyj—in the news columns, not just the edi­
torial pages. By all accounts. Ginton faces 
a massive repudiation in the November 
election. White House correspondents 
have also been underscoring poll numbers 
lhat show the president's approval rating 
in the dismal low forties despite the rude 
health of the economy. According to the 
traditional formula, presidents'are popu­
lar when economic times are good. By this 
standard. Clinton should be soaring into 
the sixties. The missing twenty points is 
known as the Clinton gap. 

It is hard to imagine, though, that the 
Ginton gap doesn't have something to do 
with the pounding administered, by the 
press. In May, foe Klein unleashed a 
Newsweek story called "The Politics of 
Promiscuity." which equated Clinton's 
casual affairs with women like Paula (ones 
to his vacillating Bosnia policy. Clinton. 
Klein argued, was always tr ying commit­
ments he couldn't keep; he was foiled by 
"an inability to settle, to stand, to com-

- m i l " ; he was "railing about in a narcissis­
tic, existential quest for self-discovery." 
The publication the following month of 
Bob Woodward's The Agenda compound­
ed perceptions of vaguely adolescent Clin-
tpnian incompetence. Woodward typical­
ly made no point of his own, but his 
details were widely disseminated by oth-. 
ers who concluded that Clinton and his 
staff were inept, flailing. R. W. Apple of 
ihe New York Times recently described 
the president's attention as wandering 

.• "like a teen-ager's on Saturday, night." 
'£'$AThe Economist testified to "the sense lhat 

Clinton may be congenitally feeble oh 

* , h P WX h e ) o u m a l l s l , c coup de grace, howev-
7 , . , T i - n w a s delivered in a T 3.000-word cover 

IVvstory by Michael Kelly in 77ie New York 
Times Magazine a couple of weeks ago. 
Kelly saw a president wounded and came 
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to do him the kindness of a bullet in the 
head. His anicle argued lhat Climon was 
an originally idealistic person who had 
been corrupted by politics to the point 
where he. like Nixon, had no real sense of 
right and wrong. "There is a hollowness 
to the Clinton presidency, a sense that it 
lacks a center because the man at its cen-

.ier lacks one of his own." Kelly wrote. 
The piece judged Clinton not just an inad­
equate leader but a failed human being. 
"The president's essential character flaw 
isn't dishonesty so much as a-honesty." 
Kelly concluded. "It isn't that Clinton 
means to say things that are not true, or 
that he cannot make true, but that every­
thing is true for him when he says it, be­
cause he says i t ." This crystallized the 
emerging conventional wisdom: The pres­
ident's unpopularity was explained by his 
being a hopeless liar. 

W
ELL, FT MAY SEEM THE 
sheerest act of heresy 
to say so, but far from 
being pathologically 
dishonest. Bill Clinton 
has been more faithful 
to his word than any 
other chief executive 
in recent memory. He 
may have skirted the 

' truth about the draft, Gennifer Flowers, 
Paula Jones, and so, on. But Clinton has 
kept his contract with voters. On policy 
issues, he has done almost exactly what he 
said he was going to do, despite setbacks 
and enormous obstacles. And by so doing, 
he has made himself an excellent presi­
dent. The irony is that Americans are 
oblivious to most of his kept promises be­
cause the accomplishments lack political 
conflict. Clinton gets bashed in the press 
when he loses a close fight, as with the 
House ambush on the crime bill. He gets 
credit when he wins a dose victory, as 
with last year's budget, NAFTA. and the 
subsequent passage of an amended crime 

-bill. But he's ignored when he does what 
he said he was going to do without pro­
voking a dramatic showdown. 

During the 1992 campaign. Bill Clinton 
did something extraordinary—some 
thought extraordinarily stupid. He pub­
lished a book-length political treatise 
called Putting People First. This was the 
platform he ran on: it offered detailed po­
sitions on a wide range of issues. As he 
approaches the midway mark in his first 
term, it serves as a benchmark to evaluate 
his performance. 

The book stressed five themes above 
others. In order o f importance, they were 
the economy, work and welfare, educa­
tion and training, health care, and govern­
mental refonn. Ginton said he would get 
the economy moving and create 8 million 
new jobs, in part by reducing the deficit. 
He promised to transform the culture of 
welfare by obliging recipients to work af­
ter two vears on ihe dole. He called for 

controlling the cost of health care and ( 
guaranteeing a basic benefits package 
every American. He declared suppon I 
an education-and-training agenda 
called "lifetime learning." Lastly, 
pledged to make government smalK 
cheaper, and more efficient. 

The first of these promises he has u 
equivocally delivered upon. When Gintc 
took office, economists were musii 
about a new phenomenon: the jobless t 
covery. Republican senators Crami 
Dole, and D'Amato. among others, pi 
dieted that if the administration's budg 
were to pass, it would divert the econo rr 
comeback altogether. Newt Gingrich, t. 
soon-to-be House minority leader, sa 
the president's plan would-fail to redu 
the deficit, while provoking a "job-kilKt 
recession." 

Four million new jobs later. Newt h 
yet to take credit for his mistake. Remer 
ber the Republicans' Carter-bashing "mi 
eiy index"—unemployment' plus infl 
tion? It averaged twelve'during tl 
Reagan years. When Bush left office, 
was eleven; under Ginton i fs nine. Tl 
consensus among economists is that tl 
country is at its "natural" unemployme 
level—the functional equivalent of f i 
employment. The debate now is wheth 
the economy is growing so fast that tl 
Federal Reserve is justified in raising ii 
terest rates to forestall inflation. So fa 
however, there are no signs of it. Otht 
economic indicators u e favorable, t d 
Lpng-term interest rates are still relative 
low. The economy continues tp grow ; 
nearly 4 percent, generating more tha 
250.000 new jobs a month. At this pao 
Ginton will easily fulfill his campaig 
promise of 8 million jobs by the end of h 
first term. Meanwhile, the Congression; 
Budget Office's deficit projection fc 
1995 is $171 billion, down from $284 bi 
lion before the budget bill passed. Clinto 
has another key promise—to cut the del 
cit by half in four years—within his sight: 

Does the president deserve credit fc 
the present strength of the economy? H 
detractors point out that the recovery wa 
under way by the time he took off ia 
True, but few economists believe it woul 
have been equally robust without th 
president's plan. By addressing the defici 
Ginton reduced long-term rates and free 
additional capital for private investmen 
This was the so-called bond-market strai 
egy that Woodward implicitly criticize 
the White House for adopting. " W 
would have somewhat higher intere; 
rates, especially long;tenri'.'haJd1'therelnc 

going on .than .we wouldnothe!wise i j-Ani 
future growth, prospects, are„betier. tha: 
we would.haveiOthetwse. g ^ ^ " ; 

There has been far less' urgency abou 
welfare reform. After the election. Clinto. 
made a clear political mistake by choosin 



to push health-care reform first. His task 
torce has. however, since unveiled a de­
tailed legislative proposal for breaking the 
cycle of dependency. There are some 
quibbles about the plan, but it is surely 
what Clinton promised. After two years 
on welfare, you have to take a private-sec­
tor or public-service job. And as Donna 
Shalala. the secretary of Health and Hu­
man Services, put it in Senate testimony a 
few weeks ago. " I f you don't work, you 
don't get paid." Shalala. who was unfairly 
stereotyped as a liberal softie, has also 
adopted a policy of granting waivers to 
states that are pursuing reform efforts of 
their own. even where those efforts are 
not in line with the Clinton plan. The re­
sult has been a boom in experimentation 
at the state level. 

But the best idea is still Clinton's plan. 
As originally outlined, it restructures the 
system to "make work pay." lf;y6iFmove 
from welfare to a low-wage job?y6u(won't 
;lose Medicaid benefits, as is cur" 
rently the case. Child care will, 
also be provided. And thanks to 
the expansion of the Earned In­
come Tax Credit that was pan of 
last year's budget, people who 
forsake welfare for minimum-
wage jobs will hot live below the 
poverty line. The proposal also 
delivers components Clinton has 
long talked about: child-support 
enforcement and a campaign 
againsi teen pregnancy. Congress 
will probably not take up welfare 
reform until after the fall elec­
tion. But if it passes in anything 
like its proposed fonji. it will 
amount to a revolution in the 
way the federal government ap­
proaches the problem of income 
support. 

Welfare reform has had a fair 
amount of coverage, thanks to 
occasional outbursts by Senator Moyni­
han and assorted Republicans. But be­
cause it has not been the locus of any 
great political clash, Ginton>. education 
and training ideas have had practically 
none. White House domestic-policy advis­
er William Galston calls this Clinton's 
"stealth agenda." since most of it has ac­
tually crept into law without notice. 

There is in the "lifetime learning" plan 
something for almost every age group. For 
toddlers there is a significant reform and 
expansion of Head Stan. Clinton didn't 
just raise funding for this popular pro­
gram: he is improving iif. by setting na­

tions allowed 10 operate outside regular 
bureaucratic constraints. Climon is also 

. fighting to redirect so-called Chapter One 
money—the most signiiicant federal re­
sources that go 10 education. The money 
was originally intended to support disad­
vantaged children, but over time, rich'dis-

' tricts have grabbed much of the action. 
For young adults, there are two pro­

grams that matter. The first is a national 
service program that began this summer 
by putting 7.000 young people into pub­
lic-safety jobs. Beginning this fall. Ameri­
Corps will hire 20.000 idealistic youths to 
perform community work in education, 
public safety, social services, and the envi-

. ronment. More Americans will participate 
than served in the Peace. Corps at its 
much-romanticized Camelot height. They 
will also eam $4,725 a year for college. 
The other initiative is a program of direct 
lending to college students. This saves 
panicipants money by cutting out the 

The «3f 
vmng ofthe 
new political 
ournalism is much 
like the opening 
monologues on the 

middlewoman known as Sallie Mae. By al­
lowing loans to be paid back as a propor­
tion of income, it will have the added ad­
vantage of forcing fewer good kids to 
become lawyers. Lastly, it is expected to 
save the federal government some $4.3-
billion over five years. 

Two other initiatives developed by the 
Depanment of Labor bear mentioning. 
The first is an apprenticeship program for 
teenagers who aren't planning to go io 
college. This passed last year and is al­
ready being implemented. And the final 
pan of. "lifetime learning." which Con­
gress has yet to pass, is Labor secretary 

tional standards and making it possible tb ?R6ben Reich's ambitious plan for a new 
decommission programsiithat donit£co'n-2.'-unemploymeni-and-training system. The 
form. For school-age children. tKerfe'are^idea is to consolidate the govemmenrs 
many .significant changes- in thei Goals ' ^confusing and largely ineffective panoply 
2000 bill: which passed in Marchyand-in> of training and job-search programs by 
the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act. which is currenily before Congress. 
These include a program of national edu­
cation standards and funding for state ex­
periments with charter schools, institu-

creating one-step centers for people who 
lose their jobs. These centers might be 
public or private but would have to com-
pete.for customers. "The old system was 
desiened for cvclical unemolovmem—to 

tide people over with income temporarily 
until they got their old job back again:" 
says Reich. "But what has happened grad­
ually over the last 50 years is that people 
don I get the old job back." 

The president has been subjected to se­
vere criticism on health care. Much is de­
served: his plan was flawed in substance 
and was based on a profound misreading 
of the political climate. Because he made 
no effort to include Republicans in the 
drafting of his bill, it never had any seri­
ous chance of passing the Senate. But the 
Health Security Act was entirely consis­
tent with the kind of refonn Ginton said 
he would push if elected. He promised to 
push it. not to pass it. because passing it is 
not within his power. 

Most of the president's critics, howev­
er, are trying to have it both wayr. They 
don't like his plan but are ready to blast 
him for breaking his word if he signs' 
something that falls short of universal 

coverage. William Safire last 
week advised Clinton to veto 
anything that falls shon of the 
Mitchell Bill, though he thinks 
the Mitchell Bill would mean 
disaster. This is attempted sabo­
tage. 

It was foolish for Ginton to 
draw a line in the sand. But what­
ever passes wi l l sti l l be his 
accomplishment: he brought 
health-care reform to the fore, lit ' 
fact, a less ambitious bill that 
begins a process of sound, incre­
mental reform may come to be 
regarded as a great achievement. 
But even if the result is no bill, or 
a vetoed bill. Clinton will deserve 
much credit. The reason is that 
the health-care industry has ' 
responded to the threat of radical 
governmental reform by reform­
ing itself. The health-care-infla­

tion rate, which once ran in the double 
digits, is now around 5 percent, the 
lowest level in twenty years. And it's 
dropping still. . . 

O
N THE FINAL ELEMENT IN HIS 
big five—cutting the size 
and A s t of government-
Clinton has outdone him­
self. In Putting People 
First, he talked about re- . 
ducing the government 

• work force by 100.000. In 
less than two years, he's al­
ready done it. pr nearly.so.j. 

with the. help, of a buy-out program^' 
Thanks to Al Gore's "re-inventing goy,-c 
emment." plan, the tally will be downr.by f̂r 
273.000 in five years, to the lowest levels 
since Kennedy was president. This is trujy £. 
amazing. The Executive payroll grew 
through the years when Ronald Reagan 
promised to get government off our 
backs, and through the Bush years despite 
the militarv build-down. Partlv as a result 
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oi Climon s downsizing, the cost ol" gov­
ernment is now shrinidng as a share of 
gross domestic product. 

There have, of couree. been disappoint­
ments. Through the campaign. Clinton 
talked about changing the culture of 
Washington. Though he has supponed 
lobbying and campaign-finance reform, 
and tightened the rules for Executive-
branch employees, he has set a poor ex­
ample. By naming influence peddlers like 
Ron Brown to his Cabinet, and by tolerat­
ing the revolving-door profiteering of ex-
aides. Clinton has undermined this moral 
crusade. 

But there are other bright spots, too. 
Consider international trade. Early in the 
campaign. Ginton was. like many of his 
fellow Democrats, at best an agnostic on 
NAFTA. After examining the issue more 
closely, however, he became convinced 
that the benefits overrode the objections 
of two key Democratic constituencies: or­
ganized labor and environmentalists. But 
his achievement here was not just passing 
NAFTA against the odds. It was developing 
a bi-panisan coalition in Congress to sup­
pon, free trade. Though a majority of 
Democrats voted against NAFTA. and 
though many will surely vote against 
GATT, which is even more imponant, Gin­
ton has essentially relegated protection­
ism to the political margin. 

Ginton's Supreme Coun appointments 
have been superb. Many feared he would 
try to counter the rightward drift of the 
Rehnquist coun by making liberal ideolo­
gy and youth (thus longevity) his litmus 
tests. Instead, he has named distinguished 
middle-aged moderates: Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg and Stephen Breyer. He has 
raised the great neglected issue of gun 
control for the first time. The Brady Bill 
and the assault-weapons ban included in 
the crime bill aren't very important in 
themselves. But as symbolic victories over 
the National Rifle Association they mean 
something. Ginton's Interior secretary, 
Bruce Babbitt, has moved beyond a stale 
debate on endangered species to an ap­
proach that emphasizes the protection of 
whole ecosystems. The secretary of Hous­
ing and Urban Development. Henry Cis­
neros. has tried to direct federal resources 
toward scatter-site public housing, in­
stead of pouring it down the sieve of high-
rise projects in the ghetto. 

None of these are minor matters. In­
deed, assuming health-care and welfare 
reform pass in some form. Ginton's legis­
lative agenda will be more or less com­
plete around the halfway point in his first 
term. What will he do for an encore? 
George Stephanopoulos says the adminis­
tration will concentrate less on legislation 
and more on making sure the first-half ini­
tiatives work. Expect,a total news black­
out if implementation goes smoothly. 

Bill Clinton is somewhat harder to de­
fend as a foreign-policy president. He has 
to feel foolish for the way he has changed 
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his positions on China. Bosnia, and. most 
dramatically. Haiti. The case for Clinton, 
however, is that while flip-flopping on 
these issues, he has actually gotten the big 
things mostly right. "The obsession with 
Haiti—a country that is cruel and horrible 
but strategically totally insignificant—ob­
scures the broader gains." says Adrian 
Karatnycky. president of the human-
rights group Freedom House. 

What are those gains? First and fore­
most. Ginton's policy toward Russia. "An 
unceasing chorus has been saying Ginton 
has been naive about the course of the 
events or too pro-reform." says leremy 
Rosner. who recently left the National Se­
curity Council for a perch at the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace. "But 
the truth is. he has had it just about right. 
He has dearly advanced our interests in the 
region." The president wins high marks for 
gening Ukraine and Belarus to give up their 
nudear weapons, and for supporting the 
cause of refonn. Even Richard Pipes, a Rus­
sian scholar at Harvard and a hard-line con­
servative, credits Ginton with being a 
strong advocate for Boris Yeltsin. Where 
Pipes faults Ginton is in allowing Russia 
too free a hand to intervene in the former 
Soviet republics. He acknowledges, howev­
er, that the policy would probably be the 
same had George Bush been re-dected. 

Ginton's foreign policy has been cryp-
to-Bushite in other areas as well. He did a 
brilliant job as moderator in the Israeli-
Palestinian and Israeli-lordanian dia­
logues, thanks in pan to the work of Den­
nis . Ross, a former aide to lames Baker 
who stayed on. Ginton has managed the 
North Korean nudear crisis deftly. His 
Pannership for Peace, an alternative to of­
fering 22 Eastern European nations full 
membership in NATO, was a smart com­
promise. And he has resisted the excessive 
cuts in defense some on the left advocate. 
Clinton has also done a few good things 
Bush would probably never have done, 
like reestablishing relations with Vietnam. 

Ginton can surely be faulted for attend­
ing to his domestic agenda to the exclusion 
of foreign policy. This iis, of course, the mir­
ror image of Bush, who barely tolerated the 
need to deal with domestic issues for the 
sake of the opportunity to act abroad. Un­
fortunately, the president has not done 
enough to compensate for his own lack of 
interest. Ginton of all presidents needs a 
forceful secreury of State. Instead, he has 
surrounded himself at the top level with vi­
sion-impaired offidals. It can only be hoped 
that after the fall election he will elevate 
some of the excellent people who populate 
his foreign-policy ranks at the secondary 
level and take their advice. 

But Ginton's relative weakness on for­
eign policy hardly explains the strikingly 
low esteem in which he is generally held. 
Since the end of the Cold War. alas, most 
Americans don't care much about the rest 
of the world either. Clinton's election was 
partly a reaction to Bush's bias in favor of 

foreign policy. So what's Clinton's pn 
lem? Most analysis contend that, like N 
on s. it is one of visceral trust: The pub , 
now reflexively doubts him. There is. 
be sure, an element of truth in this, i 
there is also, an element of sclf-fulfilli 
prophecy: Voters mistrust Clinton in p 
because the media keep telling them r 
to trust him. 

ANY HAVE REMARKED 
Ginton's being the ii 
president to face extt 
sive muckraking into i 
prepresidential p: 
while in office. This 
true, but it's only part 
the story. The new po; 
ical journalism isn't 
vestigative in natui 

though it draws upon dirt-digging. Rai 
er. it is based on an evolution from repo 
ing to analysis to psychoanalysis. Satui 
tion coverage has driven the mo 
prestigious outlets toward a kind of poll 
cal movie-reviewing; "It's a three-st 
process.'' says Stephanopoulos. "C?̂  
has replaced the wires. And even thou 
no one watches CNN. the nightly nc 
feels it has to put an edge of judgment c 
And the papers have to take it a st 
fanher." 

Thus the new political journalism h 
more in common with the opening mon 
logues of late-night talk shows than wi 
what reponers used to do. The Wash in 
ton Post toppled Nixon with its reportir 
It's bringing Ginton down with "attitu< 
writing." In newspapers, this form w 
largely invented by Maureen Dowd. wht 
she was writing about George Bush f 
the New York rimes. Unfortunatdy. fe 
of Dowd's many imitators are as shrev 
or felidtous or observant as she is. I 
stead, they indulge in a self-satisfu 
mockery that passes for "edge" and pa 
ders to the popular prejudice that all po. 
tidans are scoundrels. 

According to some sort of Gresham 
law of media, this sort of critidsm seen 
to have crowded out the work bf exami: 
ing programs and polides. Noisy, only 6 
casionally relevanv questions of charact> 
replace those of more meaningful, denv 
cratic substance. One reporter tdls tl 
president to his face that he reminds hi: 
of his daughter's excuses for not doing h< 
homework: another notes his telltale sigi 
of sexual frustration. 

This kind of journalism is a lot easii 
than traditional reponing: you hard 
have to leave the office. It also elevates tf 
press to a godlike position: instead •. 
journalist as gumshoe, we get the jouma 
ist as Savonarola, as Saint Peter. TT 
problem is that moral judgment is not a 
ways the most valuable kind. Sure, hone 
ty matters in politics, but it's not all th; 
matters. Consider, our last totally trus 
worthy president. His name was limrr 
Carter. • 



Let's look at the record 
With political rhetoric increasingly loud and 

poisonous, especially in'Washington, it may be use­
ful to put the adjectives aside for a moment and 
look at President Clinton's record. 

In 21 months, Clinton has presided oyer: 
The failure of health reform. 
The failure of welfare reform. 
Enactment of family leave legislation. 
Enactment of the Brady Bill after a decade of 

defeats by the National Rifle Association. 
Enaptment of a crime bill that is balanced be­

tween prevention and punishment and puts thou­
sands more police on the streets. President Bush's 
efforts to pass a crime bill did not succeed. 

Enactment of a national service program that 
already enrolls more young people than the Peace 
Corps did at its peak. 

Enactment of higher-education financing re­
forms that will make college loans more accessible 
for million^ of middle-class families. 

Environmental advances, including an agree­
ment to protect the Florida Everglades. 

Advancement ,of an urban agenda that includes 
empowerment zones, an expanded Community Re­
investment Act, a greater emphasis, on homeless­
ness, funding for the Community Development Fi­
nancial Institutions Act and many specific grants, 
including $50 million for Mission Hill 

On economic matters, Clinton: 
Fafled to deliver a middle-class tax cut 
Raised taxes on those with high incomes and 

for many with middle incomes. 
Raised, at the same time, the earned income 

tax credit, providing support for working families. 
The credit, with no bureaucracy, is already work­
ing powerfully against welfare and poverty. 

Tackled the federal deficit. For the fiscal year 

just ended the deficit is expected to be close to 
$200 billion - far less than projections. 

On governmental improvement Clinton: 
Failed (to win campaign finance refonn. 
Delivered on most of the first-year goals of the 

Reinventing Government project, including a re­
duction of some 20,000 federal employees. 

In foreign policy, Clinton: 
, Has achieved little in Bosnia, though he hasn't 

plunged the United States into war there, either. 
Achieved some goals in Somalia, at some cost 
Helped peace efforts in the Middle East and 

Ireland, though not as a major player, 
y, The verdict is still out in North Korea and Hai­
ti; but progress has been made with minimal 
bloodshed so far. 

Clinton's policy toward Russia and the former 
Soviet Union has won praise from right and left 

On trade issues, he won acceptance of the 
North American Free Trade Agreement, negotiat­
ed a new General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs 
(yet to be ratified) and took steps to expand trade 
with China and last week with Japan. 

The list isn't complete. Still, there is a record.. 
Congressional Quarterly rated Clinton's first year 
the most effective since Lyndon Johnson's in 1965. 
The second year included failures, but health and 
welfare reform involved tough issues to which 
Clinton sought a comprehensive approach. 

There has been no mention here of Clinton's 
style or management ability or decisiveness. Or of 
his woman friends, or his wife's investments, or the 
hair styles of either. Yet such matters dominate, 
making Clinton a pariah ridiculed by Republicans 
and shunned by many Democrats, including candi­
dates for office. 

StiU, there is a record. 

------fa**01*?. 

i-ven ar bi. 
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CLTNTON GETS HIS MESSAGE 
TQ$£THER 

By Jack W. Germond and Jules Witcover 
McLEAN, Va. As the crowd at a $30-a-ticket reception 

for Democratic Sen. Chuck Robb awaited his arrival and 
that of his featured guest here the other night, somebody 
on the speakers' platform suddenly held up a very small 
printed placard that read: "Clinton." The crowd cheered, 
briefly. 

That little handheld sign, and the presence of Secret 
Service agents, were the only hints that the president of , 
the United States was about to enter the hotel ballroom. 
And when he and Robb strode onto the platform to lustier 
cheers, the two men made no effort to give photographers 
the customary victory gesture of hands joined and thrust 
overhead "the armpit shot," in the crude vernacular of 
the political pros. 

It all seemed to reflect the conventional wisdom of the 
midterm election campaign that a visit from President 
Clinton is at best a gamble for Democratic incumbents like 
Robb, except as a fund-raiser. In this and another event 
on the same night, Clinton helped raise $500,000 for Robb 
in his campaign against well-heeled Republican nominee 
Oliver North. 

But on this night at least, Clinton offered up 
considerably more than financial aid. In urging Robb's 
re-election, the president delivered a defense of his own 
beleaguered administration that for once accentuated the 
positive. 

After 20 months in office, he said, "look at the 
record. We have made a good beginning." He ticked off his 
major achievements ''the biggest deficit reduction 
package in history"; an income tax increase "only on the 
top 1.2 percent of our people"; 90 percent of small 
businesses eligible for a tax cut; "reduced taxes on IS 
million working families ... increased investment ip 
education and training, new technologies and defense 
conversion"; "expanded trade more than ih any comparable 
period in 3$ years ... 4.3 million new jobs ... reduced 
the size of the federal government by 70,000." 

Clinton, to be sure, did his share of 
Republican-bashing, charging the opposition with 
"iexalting fear over hope, by exalting blame over 
responsibility and by exalting division over unity." But 
he also presented a coherent description of his political 
motivations and achievements that more often than not has 
been lost is the two-sided babble over gridlock in 
Washington. 

CUnton himself could not resist joining that babble 
even as' he sought to tell his Virginia audience that his 
administration had made 
a good start. He told of how the Republicans had declined 
to give him 
a single vote for deficit reduction and it passed anyway. 

He charged that Senate Republicans voted 42-2 last year to 
pass a crime bill that included a ban on assault weapons 
only because ' ' they didnt believe the House would pass' 
it," then voted against it this year when the bill came 
back to them from, the House. And he charged them with 
killing health care reform. He made no mention of the fact 
that Republican votes bailed him out on approval of NAFTA. 

When he ran in 1992, Clinton said, he was convinced the 
nation could solve its most serious problems " i f only we 
had the courage, the wisdom and the(fto<f>d old common sense 
to line up our problems and take them',pnfone at a time." 
After the election, he said, he had "grand dreams" that 
this approach could be adopted in a spirit of 
bipartisanship, but he was wrong. (Republicans, to be 
sure, will argue that Clinton has displayed none of the 
above requisites.) 

' In 12 years of Republican presidents, he said, they 
"railed about the deficit and quadrupled the debt," and 
"every single issue was talk. We've.been here 20 months, 
folks, and the Republicans are saying, 'Well, i f your 
problems arent solved, it's just because the aliens have 
taken over Washington." Citing the Republicans' recent 
"contract" to return-government to conservative 
principles i f they win control of the House, he said it 
meant a return to "trickle-down economics" that "wil l 
take lis right down the road we were on before." 

For all the Republican-bashing, however, Clinton did 
make a case for his "good beginning." But because he did 
it at length, little of it made the television news shows 
that provide only the most combative snippets. Most 
reports, on television and in print, featured the fact that 
Robb had had the "courage" to invite an unpopular, 
president. 

That is Clinton's challenge: to get his case for a 
"good beginning" out beyond the "sound bites" and 
through the clutter of criticism of his leadership and 
not all of it from Republicans, either. 

(C) 1994 TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC. 
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praise 
We're at peace. We're prospering. Yet we ignore 

the good news and fail to give Clinton some credit 
AMES, Iowa — Isnt It about time some­

one says something nice about President 
Clinton? 

Like: You know, things arent so bad in 
this country these days. 

Or maybe, even: You know, things are 
pretty good, in]this country these days. 

For if you'll quit looking at the headlines 
- the flailing from Bob Dole and Newt 
Gingrich iand the wailings from the special 
interests — and take a look around you, 

there's good 

The econo­
my is doing 
well; Unem­
ployment Is 
down. Growth 
isup. The 
stock market is 
booming. In­
terest rates are 
OK. Inflation Is 
low. The auto 
cunpaiiies are 
soaring. The 
technology 
companies are 
growing. Tbe 
farmers are 
smiling. The 

poor are being housed and fed, and the 
evil are being sent to JaiL 

And we're not at war. 
That's called peace and prosperity, and 

isnt that what we all have been strtving for 
all these years? Isnt that every Ameri­
can's dream? 

Well, we have it 
And dont you think the president of the 

United States should get at least some of 
the credit? 

For, goodness knows, if we had war and 
bad times we'd all be blaming the presi­
dent 

In fact the>president is responsible for 
... much of thetgobd times. Ail the naysayers 

^^were-Myihginay when he proposed his 
ĉ r xTPs »ybudBetfbill*ai;ytear or so ago; the economy 
^ would be ruined, they said. Inflation would 
is pcrfê sdarl theŷ saidJ Well, the economy wasat 

3 headliP̂ rtflnisifiinaiatifm didnt soar. And, as prom- 1 

ised; thefdefidt is coming down. 
' TiTê p̂ de&t. througb the force of his 
personality, got the North American Free 
Trade Agreement passed. He proposed 
and got enacted a sound economic pro­
gram. He proposed and got passed a strong 
ann-cnme bill And he and his wife have 
raised hesilth care to the point where now 

fjiio ha-x 

OOMQ OK? President Onton addresses VWhte House conespondantstfaprtmtkne 
news conference eeriter this month. 
that must be solved. And 1ft a good bet it 
will be solved — or, at least, well take the 
first steps — in the next Guogics. 

Is that not a record to be proud of? 
And remember, ail thi3.ls being accom­

plished by a man ivho was elected two 
years ago by only 43% of the people. He 
didnt exacdy arrive in Washington with a 
ringing mandate. (Thafs a number to bear 
in mind when reading polls about his popu­
larity. When "only" 45% of the nation think 
he's doing a good job, thafs an increase 
from the percentage that elected him.) 

So, why is he getting all this guff? 
Because of blundertusses on the radio 

and dunderheads in his administration. 
The blunderbusses — the first blunder­

busses were guns that made a lot of noise 
and were capable only of random firing, 
and can you think of a better word to de­
scribe today's talk-show hosts? 

Anyway, starting over ... The blunder­
busses simply are wealthy cynics whose 
livelihoods would disappear if people felt 
good about this country and this president. 
So. on their radio talk shows, they fire nois­
ily and randomly at anyone and anything 
linked to the president They give a 
skewed picture of America and America's 
mood. If they reflected reality — conced­
ed that things probably were better right 
now than at any time since the days of 
Dwight Eisenhower — they'd have no jobs. 

like the gang that couldnt ahoot straigbL 
They dominate the headUoei aad dilute 
the good news by their andca. The admin­
istration, ever since it wa* elected, las. 
been plagued by mintoamdafeLlte justice 
department couldnt get orpurtad. ne 
commerce secretary had some qoesdoo-
able friends. The White House staff 
seemed inept Now the agricaUnre secre­
tary is caugjit cadging sports fldieti 

So, in troth, the presktenft Mends are 
as damaging to him as his enemies are. 

And, then, there's Whitewater; tbe tliii« 
nobody understands, and sex, the thing ev­
erybody understands. Those divert our at­
tention and diminish the man: 

In truth, too, there sdD are too many 
poor people, and homeless people, and ad­
dicted people, and Jobless people In this 
country. Some test scores are Calling and 
some social programs are failing. Life is 
far from perfect , • > 

But it never is perfect And if you can 
look behind the headlines. If you can peer 
around the sranrtals, If you can see 
through the radio haze, you will discover 
that thin^ are pretty good in this country 
right now. 

Dont you think you should thank Presi­
dent CUnton? 

COUNTERPOINTS' columnists provide Oiversa 
perspecaves on today s issues. Wadnaidaj. Lin­
da Ctavaz on ooouiator control and human 
r n H f * . T> iT . " r n«~» r - C , » : = - . > i ~ — • T 



The media overlook his victories on key issues 

Clinton's bad rep is a bad rap 
u. :« - ._ .. . ' - » Haiti is io tbe news again, 

providim the press with anoUv 
er oppcrtumty to hammer its 
ciaim mat Bill Ointon doesnt 
keep his word. 

Yes. Ointon bas broken a 
few key promBes. Including his 
cunpaiga pledge to open our 
shores 10 the Haitian boat peo­
ple. But despite that he has fuJ-
Ued or is punuing moa of hh 
major commitments 

Among ibe dozens be has 
kept are a 
tax macaw 
oo higher in­
come], an 
end to tbe 
abortton-
ebnnseilng 
baa. family, 
leave iegtta-
tion. tbe 
Nona Amer­
ican Free 
Trade 
Agreement 
•adtbefe*. 
dy tow. Aa 
ambltlou 
crimevreveadon'blU may non 
Jota the iis. Namenxa adwr 
propoaaH. laclndlng health-
cne refann. are stiU worfelM 
their way tbraigb the Coo-

thor of Out o( 
Order aficx* 

notelnpoma. 

His rrUllcnlilp with Gx>-
•rea has been eamordhMiy 
Since If S3. CongraMional 
2S««rty tm kept tract ot 
trilb oo which the preddea has 
announced a position. 

Coogreas tacked CUntonl 
position oo 88% of '•""tniftl 
votes tn 1993. a level •n'tnlfU 
only twice tn 40 yean - by 
Dwigu Ebenhower with 8M 
in 1953 and by Lyndon Jotum 
with 93% in 1969. 

aimooli record is the prolle 
of a president who easily could 
have acquired a reputation tor 
Keeping >-: crate Never 
theless.u, - has repeated-
ly criticaet :_i recotd. 

According to the Center for 
Media and Public Aflain. Oin­
ton received mostly oecadve 
news coverage (Just 34* poo-
tive) during tbe flrst six months 
of his presidency. 

Since then, be has bad tavor-
anle periods, including durins 
the NAFTA debate Ovendt 
however, bis presidency bas 

Piesideua attempt to fulflU 
their campaign promises and 
succeed in achieving most of 
them. Wben they fail to deliv­
er, tfl usually because Con­
gress refuses to agree or be­
cause coDdldoos have cbanged 
dnunattcBlly. 

Why would tt be otherwise? 
Presklem see* to govern, and 
to do so they need their sup­
porters' loyalty. Politicians 
have a aiuutu incentive to 
keep thetr word than tt break 
IL Tbera is no folkmtng that is 
loyal to a broken promise. 
George Bush paid dearly even 
wtthin his own party for reneg­
ing on his pledge of-no new 

been dogged by neguhre new* 
Nearty everything about Oto-
tan. tram his bandUM ef te­
nia to his napoose h Panto 
Janes' aUegBdon tt seznal ba-
rasnent. has been tbe subject 
(ri harsh reponing. 

Why has the aadoVi supp» 
edlyBbenl press beenvrngb 
on a Deeaocrabc presklear? 
~ Tbe answer is the same one 
that explains ia rough treai-
mm o<to; Republican prede-

Todays Jonraaltals rooted 
ma profoundly cynical atmnde 
toward potibdans. whatever 
their party. 

Tbis cynicism prevails be-
canse it is not subsamtally eon-
nrainedby the toes. 

Ftir a brief period during tbe 
Vtenam and Wbtergate yean, 
most )onrwiltsa took pains to 
Umit their criticisms to demon-
snable ciainn. 

Topootch tovestlgaHve )oor-
MBan. however, requires a 
level of tune and knowledge 
thai Journalists do not rounnejy 

1 opfnoentt for a tebutttL 
Ite nasner the mart, the bet-
ter the azvy. tsreaiyBdve jour* 
naUBn pne way B aoacfc Jour-

Nor. as the pros implies, is 
there dishonor tn tbe ptay of 
poilftn P m accouns (ri Oin-
ton's preddency taply that 

are a retreat tram principle. 
This perspective makes no 
sense; American presidents 
are not like Enrapeaa prime 
mlulsten. who sometimes op­
erate wtth a readiHuade ma­
jority. T>e prertdta and Coo-

Thb type of reporting only 
appeals to be watchdog Jour-
naUsn. it «i"p*~im eontro-
veisy rather than accuracy, it 
Is ktaHogicat Potliidaas are 
pres med Uaia. 

T e nature of news main­
tains this Ictian. 

Wben a president keeps his 
promise, as Oimon did by or­
dering an end to the ban on 
abortion '"•—^t it makes 
news for that day only. A bro­
ken premise, however, lives 

'tea Eighteen months after the 
tao, Clinton's retreat on tbe 
Haitian refugee esue is still 

By the mid-lBTOs. they bad 
found an easier way to impugn 
a poUddan s message. They 

Contrary to what Journalists 
say. politicians tend to keep 
their word. Clinton's perfor­
mance paralieis that of other 
presidens. 

Four major schotarty nudies 
have systematically compared 
what piesiitaiii did In ofice 
with what they mid as candi­
dates. Each ot these studMS 
reached the same muHmi.̂ . 

Per a prerident to adhere rigid­
ly to bis poatttons, panlcutoily 
wtien trig tssuca like health 
care are Involved. Is to Invite 
deadlock and risk evoyodiv 

A certain deree of skepti­
cism on the pan ef tbe pres is 
healthy for demoaacy. How-
ever.news that taoeflantiy and 
nnjustlllably labels political 
leaden es insincere and Inept 
town pnbUc mbtma end tm-
(teimlueskartmhtp Tbepres-
idency Is pantcotorty aflected. 
since much of the presidenrs 
•uttdrtty eooies not from coo-' 
aatuBonal grants of power but 
from hh ability to penuade 
othen to accept his lead. 

The news media are not the 
only cause of our Jaded public and tattered wtmti^, ^ 
they are the prime axxribu-
ton. For an '"""'itlm de­
mands such high sandards of 
otben. the press is bnedlbty 
careless m upholding ta own. 

Ttomns £. taterson is a po­
litical science professor at S)** 

1 University. 

j . •. m i l Si' 
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From a Ditch, j 
A Ray of Sum 
Clinton Exudes Cheer 
Despite Many Crises 

— 'A I 
By R. W.APPLE Jr. f* ' 

WASHINGTON. Auc It — To bear 
Preidnit CUnun'i reecnt vwton 
idl U. he u fnmrated wtth Coagren, 
the newi medta end ibe wtaie Welti-

ileal culture. " * * i r f f c * 
thoee who have taJtod 
with him MV. wna wSTE 

THE NEW YORK TIMES. SATURDAY. 

\ 
AUGUST 30, im 

Mora epinly Oma ever. 

; Hwy have made 
i tome of them ataa and.acain. aad 
1 tlwy freely concede diat Mr. CbataB 

u In a poUticaJ dttdf(which la. after 
alt no mote thaii an 
ment of whai the polla tay). 
now. they u m m , or tt may toon be 
too laie. 

The BUI ainuaienetfdMitodaylB 
the East Room of ihe White Houae. 
and en the ntuon't u lnviaim aeweaa. 
wai a dif ferent n n of animal abo-
tttlar, who 

v . . to , 
Oth bmhdav. 

htnsi in the balance. A Sanaie cmn-
pramiie tecmt barely pottible: tne 
Home teemt nailed for now. 

An mvaaon of Haiti, often implied 
but never actually threatened, may 
lie )uii over the boraoa. and tbe 
Cuban refugee problem, wtucb' 
plagued Mr. CUntaa a i governor of 
Arkaatai. could again have e i p t a m 
pobiical cmteqnacaa for Mm. 

Followmg the Martal beat ith of 
IMS. thounadi of rafugeta were tak­
en 10 Fort Otaffae, Ark. Evenually, i 
toebe of them eecapad from deun-
uon. and wben they were driven beck, 
they nocad aad M bulMhigi afire. 
Mr. Oinun's " 
thai autuma tea adt l i n t i n htm of 

TM* una, he rtafca aUnattnt the 
CubaihAmartcoa coetawMty aa w«U 
at odfewhnihMk the United Sutai 
rtwuM eaptuna to offer refuge to 

In a ditch, the 
President shows a 
sunny demeanor. 

that Uwy ted c o w to Wa 
with irvi i (oau B mad. aad not 
ihcpenuBBMaafimmr. . 

AB thu we*. Mr. OtMea hat 
•veidlag tbe canal mnoagl wtth 
reponen. tt pfaou tesaea aad the 
like, ourmi wtnch he wed lo ion of f 
cnmmtau n u» newi af ibe day. A I 
the mtuunce af Uoo Ptaetta. bit 
••w chief cf tufL aad ethers, he haa 
k m bu jamd n die enma MS and 
men. inviHaMj, ca Cuba ai 

Perhape a tt (nt a tbem. but If n It 
u a mow be haa am ban able to 
mourn wnh mach aoeean to the 
Ptrtiam ta Ml owa mtad he 
tuntedaconar.tofeaasMr I 

S r S a y 1 ' ! ^ ' ' (SJUL fmwbaU Kid) 
w u ia a gnd aaad. 
• t o w y evnt, bt gave a maarhaMy 
upftu accama cf Ms fatonaaa with 
C y w HO. argMm ttat • w r e do-

c a n i o r a 
•todtaMh' 

dw Cattre regime. 
Pgaanetmd uw gneral Mea 

he tan antra 

der why he hai n seMon availed 
hlmaaif of the opponunity to hoM 

"H^t goc hK haad to tta 
n ld one cf the WMte Beun « 
who hai known Mr. CUnton 
"He'i ftnally .itamng to 
taking tbe crtOeitm M pan of 
the battles. toevitaMe, aonaaL t 
thing io be expected, aad as he 
M t thti. tt't Uberauag." 

In the view of many, the M| 
protilmi o< the 

phne-Thequtauonnow. 

uoo can wander like a naMgar's en 
Saturday night, mtntgei to keep 
Mmtelf iquarely en target. 

It to a cbmactie moment — If not 
necesttrtiy the cllmacdc moncat ~ 
of the Clinton Prendency. 

Wtth the mldttnn Mectlona. al­
ways pen knit for firet-tarm Presi-
denu. less than three months away, 
he to nrugglmg to break the deadlock 
over ihe enme bill la the Houn of 
RepreKniauvei. Victory it by no 
meaas aasured. and If he falls ta the 
neat few days, at he failed last week; 
he will look weak and hit party*! 
chance* m November will dim. 

Health care legaUiiaa.^t battle aa 
important to lum:ai!Waterloo to Na-
poieon oriD-Day.to Elttnhowei. alto 

• 'w V v t' .jrliin as they dadied ir. v 
• 'i? rorr » Yc-Jrsns Jmned ort; '-

« • • eo wat epprencaan*. the opereaatMttevote.-e 
Pri a 1— I H igi 1 to no "erttoi i ! f g * g . t t > " w i M f e p a y vot-

U^. Polcy Towards Cuban Refugees 

.ua faiv) into « fea." perhaps ihr 
er. ACTOI.I 

dawn, if-' 
'o; sr. 

. i Irom Cuba hava long had a special stanamdarLMtad 
i lew. Unti today, nearly nl those seeking io enter Vie UMtod 
1 ••ere auomabcaty adrrstted. Their spaoai statue was oranad 

mdw Ihe Ctdian Refugee Adiuatmera Act M1966. ona of aovaral 

SUM*. Tha act g ivn the Pres«eni l ie M a l e i o 
conditions under wtech Cuban refugeee o n i w i M t 

Fotomng is a sunnmary ef tha proMsm of that act M i 

inr CUBAN Htrutu act or 1906 

T l * law aNoMd refugees trom Cuba who were picftad i v by 
aumont«s wMe attempting to flee or wno eresred the 

UndedStates after Januaiy 1.1959(the t > e g m g e l l * . C u t r o l 
regene) to apply tar pennanent resioent ahen status after a one-year 
•tey in the Unked States. Pecmaneni residen status to necaea«y 
betara an alien can apply lor cmtensfvp. Prior rmgnwon tow fad 
2 ? ! ! ^ ? ? "Mionais of Western Hemisphere o o u w s 10 obtain an 
i t m Q w t visa at the U.S. conauar office in ther netM country. But 
the U S . consular office in Cuba doaeo Jan. 3.1961. 

TRAOC f M8ARCO WITH CUOA 

Thei regutahons spelling out the embargo were tosusd by tha Unted 
Statesonjuye. 1963. under tha Trading WXh the Enamy Act: 
a With some exceptions, no U.S. pfoducts. technology or services 
mey be exported to Cuba, either Orectty or througn tfwd countnes. 
m CUian gboos ana services may not be mponed into the U.S. 

CUBAN OCMOCnACV ACT o r 1592 

The Dispose of this act was to tighten tne embergo wMe holding out 
me possibility ol assistance to Cubans. It oroMJes the toBowng: 
• Tightens prohibitions regarding trie licensing of trade with Cuba 
by foreign subsxlianes of Amencan tint*. 

a Authorizes direct mail demwry via ine U.S. Postal Service between 
Cube ana me Umted States: moroves telephone convruacatims. 



Clinton's 
Secret 
S iccesses 
In Ireland and Latvia, 
The President Gets on Track 

BT Miitei (Talker 

CONVENTIONAL WISDOM un that 
President Oimcn'i foreign pobcy has dhn-
dered from disuter in Sonula to hanub*-
bon in Haiti, from ineffectivenen ia Boas 

to kowtmn m Beijing. But if the mtenatxnal 
scene a littered with the ietsam of emhanau-
menu as the Flonda Struts are strewn with nfts. 
u^*e were two diaoon »-it iwuble nxxzr^* im 

'Hie nase-firo in N intiem treland and the final 
withdrawal oi Russia ucws tr̂ m (he Baltic riepub-
Ues might hate happened without v^. interven-
boo. Bat the qmet role played by tbe ffUie HOUK. 
which aictaded faeingmg Latvian natiaaabats into 
tbe White Home imabon room snd mtense con­
tacts with Ulster's Protestsnt Umonista. hai not 
jetbeenfulyreveafcd. 

It thould be, not onhr because CSaton desems 
oedit. but because tbe way in wtudi these two 
hreakthroughs were promoted by the White House 
reveals a Uglily peraooal style. This wu dipknacy 
kept doee to tbe presidential chest, nm by aad 
through ias National Secunty CouncB staff and not 
through the State Department 

A secret exchange of letters this sprinc hê rsen 
the White Houae and Sinn Fein leade Geny Ad­
ams, written at Ointon's doectkio ey bitxnal se­
curity adriaer Anthony Lake, helped tK' Uie iSA '. 
dedsioa to order the cease-fire. NSC sources said 
Ust week. Lake's letter of April 8 called on Adams 
to accept tbe secret offer mafc the previous day 
by Roderick Lynn. Lake's British coanterpsn. 
wbicb offered the prapect of dialogue after a per-
muent ceaie&e. In effect, the White House put 
iu own prestige behind the British propotaL 

Until now. Ctaton'i Irish initiative hu drawn at­
tention primarily because it seemed to fit the pat­
tern of bumfahng. The personal debsiao by the 
president last wmter to ovemile his dipkaau sad 
cntelbgenoe dbefs and grant a temporary vua for 
Gerry Adams to visit the United Sutes for 44 
hours provoked a major rift in U.S.-Biitish teb-
tiona. That decision now emeiges u an jmpn̂ pnt 
breakthrough in the Northern Ireland political pro­
cess—a cmBstent objective ot Omtoo's foreign 
wlicy smce his campaign pledge to send s speaii 

BUCCTSSLFwCl 

"Peace Envoy* to Ulster. So far. bo envoy. 
But there hu been an Irish policy, dnven hard 
by Sen. Edward Kennedy (D-Mass.). whose as-
ter is now U.S. ambassador in Dublin and 
whose tenner foreign policy aide. Nancy Soder-

• berg, hu been leirtmg the White Home effort 
from the NSC. 

"Hie dedsion to gram the visa to Adams wu 
opposed by the CIA direaor. the attorney gen­
eral, tbe ibreetor of the FBI, the -enemy of 
sou and the US. ambassador in Lcndtn It 
was promoted by Kennedy. Soderberg and 
Lake and supponed by Omton as a chance 

Jfartm IValkfr u US tmnou chief far Britain * 
(V Guanlian. and author ef "Tht Cold War A 
iiston" (Htnry Holtt 

woiui Lixing to LIUIK the IKAs puuuaJ wing. 
Sim Fein, nto the negounmg process and to 
brmg the WA to i case-tire. 

lo Londaa Bntsh Prime Minister John Mi-
jor wu not pleased but wu anoaDy prepared to 
listen to tbe advice bom Sir Rohm Renwick. his 
imhariAr m Washington. Uut Britao should 
not oventact The outraged resporae of the 
British media made this impassible, but when 
the dust settled—with a lot of soothing bom 
the Dublin rovemment and from Wishineton— 
Mam and Clinton agreed to try somethmt new. I 

"You had to look ahead." said a semor Bntish I 
official who wu mvoived in the process. "U get-. 
ting the pobtkal crtdiblity that came with the I 
US. visa pushed Adams toward the peace pro- • 
cess, theo that wu all to the good. U it did not. 

• the Amencans would leam their lesson and be i 
far mote skeptical of Sun Fein in the future." 

Hut wu how it worked out. Tlie White 
House felt it had been a bit let down by the Ger-
ty Adams mad toow. and they have been far 
more hndeosed anoe in ssaesssig the juuug-
es they got t m Son Fern. They hne insisted 
on evidence tbe IRA wu for real before gmt-
mg any mere faws. And it wu the pramse 
that the ceasefire wu on tint led to the via 
mner for |IRA adivist| Joe Cahffl this week." 

Tbe agreement by Onton and Major to wid­
en the I M anolvemeat to mdude the Ulster 
llf̂ omst iMiitkiaos also helped attay Uniorast 
(eats tbat the A-nacam v«e favorior >> 
IRA. British Amfasssadcr Renwick penLiially 
arranged the'first visit 'iy James Molynaus. 
the ouaous. TA-yĉ -ml leader cf the Uu'rr 
Utaoma Patty, the White Houae hst ApriL 
y^fBasx s u with Vice Presdent Al Core 
and Lake, aad then went to Capifol HS to talk 
to Speaker Tom Foley, snd Sens, fttridt Moy* 
ntodMLYJ aai[ Kennedy. i 

Tt vis 9 toŝ cK factshtlvoo^^ coorinQBf the 
AwtxxMM tar tbe first tsoe tint the Uiuonti 
did sot v o r homs." commented i Britnk 
tnowB who hriprt ihcpbud the VSL *Mol̂  
oon flttds dev tfast be w prcpnd to set 
oto die c o n t i u U Uto, omc wan—ad 
more putitirdy—thia be bid ever uid at 
bocne. He resAf nptnaed Che White House." 

Sod IMfnuax. is he left the White Houae, 
"i bdiete tint tne rncipfe d coont in North­
ern bebnd v TUV uiiu'vitttes by Anxnun 
cr=£= in a my dear wiy far prafaahff the 
very fint taue ia hstory." Lake had convinced 
him that Ameria fatty smarted tbe position cf 
the two govenraena ra Loodan and Dufatin Um 
cbu^e in Nuitbeio Irehod wouJd ccne only 
with the WMMUI cd the Pratestnt najonty. 

AiJCDiiing to Irish and Bntish aources. Qin* 
too faOowed op sx weeks ago by suggestnit to 
Major thit a husmitafun gestnre would help. 
M ôr acoontaigty tnoved une [RA praonert 
from Britnb jads back to Northern iretad. eas­
ing family visits. Prodded by Clinton. Lake 
called Motynesux repeatedly in recent weeks to 
resssne the Umomst leader that Washington 
believed a cease-fire wu cooing and that the 
constittitiooal talks that wrwU follow would 
luwe its ha king Mofynesu '\ leadershp wu 
p»»ifft. said Lake, to reasst) * the Protestants, 
even if some ejuiejiiisis tried to sabotage the 
preoess with bombs and bullets. 
' The fruit of this hn been an unptecedentedly 

low-key reaction from Molyneaux. a token 
grumble that the wor I "permanent" wu nota­
bly misssig from the (ihiase "ceasefire* in the 
IRA announcement. I wu to meet that con* 
cent that, alter some last-minute telephone 
huddling among firitisii. Irish and US. rMra^ 
on Wednesday. Clirtons statement said. 
There must be a pe manent end to the vw 
lence.* The dap oyer ne availability ef VS. aid 
notwithstanding. Irish Deputy Prime Minister 
Dick Spring admowkiged at the end of the 
week that Omton's once contmvennJ visa de-
caon "piaytd a agnifiiant rale in showmg Mr. 
Adams the conea path to foOow." 

The US-British relationship hu now been 
significantlv repaired. In their pnvate 
phone oil on Wednesday. Clinton told 

Major that the cease-lire wu "a testimony to 

$t*Dn. s 

vuur pouucai counCL-. 
*ni i Clinton couid hope ior the best when 

•Jie IRA cejse-rire ame on Wednesaav. he was 
entitled to a miler sense oi accompusnmem 
when on the same day he was able to celebnte 
the final withanwai of Russian uooos trom the 
Baltic state oi Estonia—an event wrucu. as uic 

president said, -narked the real eno to World 
Wart!in Euroot." 

Clinton had secured trom HuiMtt rresioen! 
Boris Yehsm at thei* Vancmn-.T f'-mro! laft 
yeai—and ansi m weir Moscow meeting in 
jjmarv of this vear—an a er cement to negoti­
ate the wnhdnwal of Russian trooos which had 
ben ii the Babes smce Hitler and Stain maoe 
their pact to carve uo Eastern Eurooe in 1940. -
But beset by Russian nationalists made and out-
side parhamesi. and with strenuous objections 
fnxn his defeme mmistry, Ydtsm did little to 
fulfill his ptedge. dting his concern for the rights 
oi the ethmc Russians still bving in the Baltic 
states, la Mosoow, Clinton promised to raise 
the matter wah the BaMe leaden and did sa 

Onton did sti more, thanks to the urging of 
the joung Rnssan affaire expert at the NSC 
Nek Bums. Tlmugh the Swedish amhsssador 
to Wxshngtm. Henhk Ujegren. (whose own 
govemmett wu pushing hard for the Russian 
troop withdrawal) Bums met Toomu Uvea, the 
new Estonian ambassador who told him there 
wu a real pcisxal problem in the Baltics u 
wellunMcw^- Could Washington help? 

OB OJC agiwd to itvite to the White' luuse a 
delegation a'13 Utviaii'obtkal leader.. sidud. 
inv hai: Ssc tuuBabj who opposed g.-uumg 
fuS cmc rights to etteic Rusaans and vrn^i 
no coeapttoiaes sn a lemponiy" Rvman nnb-
tary presence at the Sktuxia radar station. 
When they arrived n Manh. at a time when 
thefaeaUiRtentaskiarcewuinfaOflow.no 
..v(mfnrr roams were available. Ointcn said 
they could use the White House smntxio room 
in the basemen Cere and Lake met the Latvi-
ans and urged them to give Yeksih enough con-
minia to < ^ M » a deal, autadiug to a porbb-
psatatthemeebag. 

StS tbere wu no movement m a surty Mos­
cow, where Russian Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kosyrev wu tettng a meeuig of Russan am-
bassadon that the greatest achievement of 
Russian foreign pohcy io 1993 wu tb prevent 
NATO's " i " " * * 1 eastward to our borders." 
With the urging of Bums, Onton broadened bis 
efforts, wiiuig Yeksn and rasing the nsue in 
every phone cafl wah the Russian lesder. FsaK 
ly. at the G-7 ssnat in Naples in Jû r. Onton 
laisMelivered to Yeltsin a letter fran Estonan 
President Lenmit Meri ssksig for a meetsig in 
Mosoow. CSmoo pressed Ydtsn to agree, tell­
ing bnn that the troop presence in the Baltics 
wu in danger of beoommg 1 burden to the 
RuBanAmencan relationship* that could over­
whelm Yeltsin's autumn visit to Washington. 

Yebsn finally agreed, and President Meri 
turned up m Moscow—lo be met it the aspon 
by s deputy prime iiunistfr for agncuksre. a 
rsli lilafisl snub. Men wu shown suo Ydtsn s 
presence. On the table, one bottle of Absolut 
vodn ad another of Stofchnsys. Yehsn. who 
had already been taiapbng, it inched into an an-
gry tirade against Estonia's ingratitude, iu 
treatment of ethnic Russians. Meri calmly re­
plied by congratulatng Yeltsin on cutting the 
ruble nfiabon rate and. alihough a near teeto­
taler, agreed to join in a vodka or two. Or three. 

By the end of the night, the bottles were 
empty, and broken china littered the floor. Per­
haps tt wu acodentally bnahed off by the Rus­
sian Foreign Mmsoy team of Andrei Korvrrv 
and Vitaly Churtan u they dashed in and out oi 
the mom to Yeltsin s shouted orders to "get 
this filed into a deal* Perhaps the dina wu 
huried to the floor n anger. Accounts diSer. 

But come the bleary dawn, the deal was 
sealed, and when Men got back to Estonia f -
capital Tallin, he told U.S. Ambassador Roben 
Frasure. TeD Mr. Clinton that Estonia will nev­
er forget what he lus done for us. Never." 

Critics of President Clinton's foreign polio 
miEht want to tread a little somv m Bellast ana 
a Tallin these oavs. 



Richard Cohen 

Prospects for 
Stepping outdoors one night whiie on »aca-

•ion. I looked at uie sky, held a finger to the 
wind and deduced a change in the Ztitgeist for 
BOI Clinton. Having been pummded by the 
press, by tbe GOP, by certain members of the 
Christian nght and even by members of his own 
party, he is mm so low in public esteem (40 
percent approval rating) that there is nowhere 
to go but up. Here are some factors that will 
give him a boost. 

. (1) If there is nothing like the prospect of 
[ one's hanging to concentrate the mind, then 
' ( : there is nothing like the prospect of Bob Dole as 

Senate majority leader to refocus Democrats. 
By late August, the congressional GOP had 
proven itself so partisan, so opportunistic (a 
flip-flop on tbe enme bill), so patently foolish (Al 
D'Amato doing a version of "Old MacDonald 
Had a Farm"), that it made Clinton look the 
very model of principled resoluteness. His argu­
ment that never has Washington been so mean­
ly partisan, a somewhat self-serving ratknale 
for his awn failures, is beginning to look truer 
and truer. Straying Democrats will start commg 
home. 

(2) The behavior of the congressional Re­
publicans has been downnght delicate com­
pared to some of their allies on the Christian 
right Jerry Falwell. for one. got his program 
bounced from a Florida television station for 
going into such detail about Clinton's alleged 
extramarital activities that the n other of a 
9-year-old complained. Heavy breatiiing for God 
has long been a staple of those who clamor for 
moral values, but this time, it seems. Falwell 
went too far. Clinton's critics, not wishing to be 
associated with such sanctimonious smut, have 
little choice but to come to his defense. 

(3) Haiti. The invasion is a-coming. and the 
Vinited States will get out easier than <nos; 

aj ity 
people now believe. Ousuai ILiItiar. ^csirr.t 
Aristide. elected with about 67 percent of the 
vote (in an 11-person field), will be welcomed 

The question is uihether 
the president can take 
advantage of them. 
back by the Haitian people—even some of the 
rich who. by now. prefer Aristide to a nnnous 
economy. Clinton v/ill get the usual bounce in the 
polls from a successful military operation and will 
finally be able to say that his foreign policy does 
indeed have backbone. In Cuba. Fidel Castro will, 
be watching CNN—and wondering. 

(4) The press is starting to have second 
thoughts about how it has treated Clinton. His 
argument that press critidsm has been exces­
sively personal—and often unfair—is starting 
to get a receptive hearing, especially by those 
journalists Clinton has telephoned or those who 
have met socially with him. most recently on 
Martha's Vineyard. The president's case has 
been buttressed by the studies of sodal sden-, 
tists. particularly Thomas Patterson of Syra­
cuse University and Roben Lichter of the 
Center for Media and Public Affairs. They say 
tele vision has been too critical. More favorable 
TV coverage is sure to-foltow. 

(5) Let Bill be Bill. This chant, unheard in the 
land until this very moment, suggests that 
Clinton ought to be treated no. differently than 
was Ronald Reagan. When Ron misspoke, got 
his facts wrong, joked about bombing Moscow 
and took his wisdom from items in tbe Reader's 
Digest his partisans said. "So what we know 

what he means." Thr/ argued die case tor t 
essential Reagac. which is what Clinton's fa 
ought to do. too. So what if he talks too muc 
thinks out loud, seems disorganized, wea 
too-brief running briefs and stays too long at 
party? He is doing what a president is suppo* 
to do. This brings me to hem... 

(6) The Clinton record is better than h seen 
Okay, there's been no nriddl̂ dass tax decrea 
as promised in the campaign, and tn overhaul 
the health care system has gene from a prapot 
to a dream. B t̂'thê countiy is both peaoeftd t 
prosperous. That's pretty mach what America 
demand of their president. Less obvious, k 
important nonetheless, the adinrauratim acta 

. ly cut the deficit (as promised)—a sign to t 
aU-unportant bond market that this preside -
appreciated how debilitating deficit spending is 
the Amencan ecoxr. rry. 

(7) Clinton may not look great all by hhnse 
but compared with some of the potential Repu 
lican nominees, he's Woody Wilson. FDR ai 
JFK rolled into one. Pat Bqefcanan. Bob Dol 
Phil Gramm... paleeze! Republicans who cou 
appeal to middie-of-tbe-rotders—Massach 
setts Gov. William Weld, for instance—a 
anathema to the antiabonion crowd and £ 
unlikely to get the nominauoo. Labor Day 
really the start of the new year, and alreat 
people are looking ahead to the next preside 
tial race. Compared to no one. Clinton tooi 
weak. Compared to some of the Republican 
however, he's a towering political figure. The 
are the factors affecting the political ZtitgtL 
The question is whether the president can tal 
advantage of them by bemg disciplined, and 
and principled. For Clinton, that's a tall orde 
The1 Zeitgeist can take him only so far. Aftt 
that, he's on his own. 

v.- pia/-
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FROM WASHINGTON 

The cure 
You knew impressions of Bill .Clinton 

, were hardening when Michael Kelly's 
long-awaited! Sew Kw* Tinus Magazine 
cover story on the president appeared in 
late July. Prior to Kelly's piece, the con­
ventional wisdom held that Clinton 
caves tp pressure, tells people what they 
want to hear, reneges on promises and is 
unable to tell the whole truth. But 
Kelly's exhaustive reporting showed ... 
well, that Clinton tells people what they 
want io hear, reneges on promises and 
doesn t tell the whole truth. Two weeks 
later "Nightline" interviewed people 
who had voted for Clinton. They called 
htm "weak." a "wimp" arid a "pathetic lit­
tle thing." The way things are going, vou 
almost expect to see Strobe Talbott on 
"Charlie Rose" confessing that he's dis­
trusted Clinton ever since meeting him 
at Oxford. 

It wasn't until three years into Jimmy 
Carter s term that a critique of his char­
acter had gained such widespread accep­
tance that it seemed to render further 
psychoanalysis unnecessary. Clinton has 
reached that point in less than two years. 
Now come the desperate "comeback* 
scenarios. The difference is that Ginton, 
unlike Carter, still has time to come 
back. How might he do it? 

It's silly to search for a magic bullet 
that will restore the president's popular­
ity. He already has one. or something 
close to it: welfare reform. Whenever 
Clinton has been in trouble in the 
recent past, he's started talking about his 
promise to "end welfare as we know it" 
by.imposing a two-year limit dn cash aid. 

Unlike Clinton's health care plan, his 
welfare^plah is wildly popular. It attract­
ed 90 percent approval in one recent 
poltf'ByNpushirigMt through to passage, 

-the president couldtremind the voters 
• he s 'rib*Jold-stvle' liberal. Perhaps more 
importaht. he wbtild'show he's no push­
over for Democrats who are old-stvle 
liberals. 

L'nlike Clinton's crime bill—which 
was a pollster s vision of neoliberalism. a 
balance ot controversial, but mainlv svm-

bolic. steps—a wcltare time limit would 
have a l;irgc. measurable impact. Even 
on crime. What, alter all. will make the 
streets sater: creatins lifty-eight new fed­
eral death penalties, or shrinking the 
culture of povertv and broken families 
that welfare subsidizes: 

If I were a Democratic member of 
Congress. I'd certainly want to vote for 
welfare reform before November. A few 
months ago the president seemed.to be 
preserving the option of trving for a 
welfare bill this vear if his top priority, 
health reform, failed. But health reform 
is now failing, and Clinton seems to' 
have forgotten his welfare plan exists. 
No congressional subcommittee has 
passed it. Daniel Patrick Moynihan. the 
Senate's designated welfare sage, has 
done virtually nothing. Even if 
Clinton suddenly punted on 
health reform and shifted to 
welfare, there probably 
wouldn't be enough time 
to pass welfare legisladon 
this vear. 

That's too bad for con­
gressional Democrats, who 
now will likely face mid­
term elections with neither 
health care nor welfare reform 
to brag about. But it's not neces­
sarily bad for Clinton, and certainly not 
for his welfare plan, which will get a 
warmer recepuon in 1995's more Re­
publican legislature. Certainly, Majority 
Leader Richard Gephardt won't be able 
to argue—as he did, inanely, on the 
crime bill—that the president should 
water down his proposal in order to 
pass it without Republican votes. Next 
year, there won't be enough Demo­
crats left to pass anything without 
Republican votes. Clinton will have to 
govern from the center. 

So much for substance. What about 
character? All the bipartisanship in the 
world won't erase the doubts about Clin­
ton himself. At the equivalent moment 
in Carter's term, Charles Peters of The 
Washington Monthly wrote that "What we 
need. Mr. President,... is for you to get 
down on your knees and admit you have 
sinned." That would be nice. At the very 
least. Clinton could drop the sort of 
obvious self-pitv—blaming Rush Lim-
baugh, blaming the "confusion" of vot­
ers in "a time of change"—that avoids 
the need even for introspection. 

It is not good news to learn (see "No 
Excuses" by Fred Barnes, page 9) that 
the presiuciit is enamored of Thomas 
Patterson's Out of Order. Patterson, a 
professor at Syracuse University, argues 
that Clinton's presidency has been a his­
toric triumph, but that he is put upon by 
a lazv. cvnical press. Even if Patterson is 
right.-complaining about it won't help 
Clinton with the voters.'As Peters savs. 

thev 'want presidents to raise themselves 
up above that." 

Nor will it help with the press. It's true 
that journalists have changed in the ways 
Patterson describes. They used to just 
report the facts. Now thev feel thev have 
to add "analvsis." Lose a big vote in Con­
gress and R.W. "Johnny" Apple will be 
there on the front page of The New York 
Times the next morning, beating his tom­
toms of doom. It's also true that often 
the press s "analvsis" is ironic, cynical 
commeniarv rather than in-depth inves­
tigative reporting. No correspondent is 
going to describe, with a straight face, a 
politician saving that his "crime bill must 
belong to the American people." 

But this cynical trend has been obvi­
ous in journalism and the larger cul­

ture for a couple of decades now. 
Like T.v.. or the global econ­

omy, it isn't going away. A', 
modern politician like Clin­
ton—and certainly a hip, 
young aide like George 

. Stephanopoulos—is sup­
posed to recognize and 
adapt to this change, not 
moan about it like a dino­

saur trapped in a tar pit. 
How might a politician 

appeal to journalists who, in­
evitably, put their "spin" on the news? 
Not, it turns out, by "spinning" the story 
himself—certainly not with the grim, 
defensive spin that has become Stepha-
nopoulos's trademark. A more adaptive 
strategy would recognize that today's 
reporters are likely to reward gratuitous 
honesty. Look at Representauve Barney 
Frank. In 1989 the papers reported that j 
Frank, a Massachusetts Democrat, had | 
hired a gay male prostitute in a "penonal 
capacity." What did Frank do? He freely 
admitted what hadn't been proved: that 
he knew the man was still turning tricks 
while "working* for him! Frank violated 
the old damage-control rules. But he sat­
isfied the new, cynical rules. Ifhe was that' 
honest, maybe he wasn't playing the 
usual games. Frank was re-elected. Clin­
ton should be so lucky. 

A final "comeback" suggestion, re­
garding Clinton's four outside political 
consultants: fire them. .As any reader of 
Bob Woodward's The Agenda knows, 
these four (James Carville. Paul Begala, 
Mandy Grunwald and Stanley Green­
berg) give questionable advice—e.g., 
they ignored^he anti-deficit boom—and>.Oi. 
they leak torthe'presŝ wfieh it isn't talfen.'iaa 
Of course.-.a^ciramanc^public firiHg^oif "clea 
the consultanu.is^ust^the sort bf^antig awz 
Beltway stunt^he^oWtiltants tHemselvesernni 
would recommend^ Better to quietlv'tellm do 
them to go awavlTKê riews will get-'bucrir et 
soon enough. I --"jversar 

MICKEY KAUS 
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P U B L I C L I V E S 

Smaller, Softer, Simpler-Please 
The public has come to mistrust grand schemes and lofty rhetoric 

B Y J O E K L E I N 

T
HIS IS HOW WASHINGTON SHOULD WORK," THE PRESI-
dent said in his last radio address before shufHing off tp 
his Martha's Vineyard vacation. He wasn't talking about 
Congress leaving town, although recent polls suggest the 
public woiildn't mind a -very extended leave. No, he was 

pumping air into the crime biO—"the toughest attack on crime in 
history"—which had jost passed Congress with bipartisan sop-
port. And now "members of both parties an trying hard to work 
out their differences" on health care. "When we put aside the 
rhetoric and the partisanship, we can solve any issue.. J"" 

A frightening thought, given the cast of characters. But opti­
mism is nice in a presidency. And anyway, it's fall Bill CUnton's 
pattern, in this highly seasonal presidency, has been to rally in 
aimmtn, Last year's version—passage 
of the North American Ree Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA), passage of the 
Brady UU. the Memphis speech on race 
relations—gave hope that the president 
had finally figured out the job. "People 
liked the feet that NAFTA passed, even 
though they disagreed with the spedf-
ics." said Stan Greenberg, Ointon's 
pollster. "They liked the bipartisan­
ship, the feeling that progress was being 
made." Somehow the lesson felled to 
penetrate the White House. Ihe health­
care strategy was fiercely—witlessly— 
partisan, and ultimately disastrous. 

So, now: bipartisanship—but a sea­
son late, one suspects. With an electoral thrashing 
imminent for the Democrats, there's nd percentage 
in cooperation, even for the high-minded sort of 
Republicans Clinton hopes to recruit. Anyway, bi­
partisanship to what end? In the president's mind, 
the goal remains the same: to add more govern­
ment. This has been a fundamental miscalculation of 
the; Clinton administration, a failure of vision—the 
idea that activism in the 1990s is essentially a reprise 
of the activism of the 1930s and 1960s: the perfec­
tion of the welfare state, the further aggrandizement of the 
federal government. The president has looked to the past for 
activist models, rather than creating a new one of his owa 
The passage of the crime bill may prove to be the last gasp of 
the old order a federalization, Lugely symbolic, of functions 
best left to localities. 

If there's new ground to be broken in the 1990s, it may have 
more-to do with subtraction than addition. Activism in this 
scared.iskeptical time is about "cleaning out the barn." as the 
Mad Perot used to say, dearing away layers of regulation and 
bureaucracy. It's about haw government works. The president 
one senses, understands this—but doesn't like it much. He sent 
the vice president off to "reinvent government" and this week 
they'll celebrate the first anniversary of that effort—which has 
been a surprising and substantive success—and then he'll forget 
about it again, no doubt devoting all his attention to replacing 
right-wing thugs iii Haiti with left-wing thugs, and the futile 

LAUTDOWNINC-NTWSWXZK 

Rising In the falk Labor Day raiiy in Maine 

"Clinton's 
desire to 
add more 

government 
has been a 

miscalculation 

effort to pass a "bipartisan" health bill that mnmt anythin 
Success, if Clinton is to find any, lies elsewhere, ft wiD cmr 

from improving the things government does now, .oreliiiiiualiri 
them. An example: Labor Secretary Bob Rekh spent a year-
admirably—going around the country, asking unem l̂oye 
workers what they wanted from the U.S. Empiqyment Servio 
Thw nnrnmrtgn*- «nm<»thmg nthpr thpn thff Euj^h]ynnwrf $*rvin 

They laugfted about the Employment Service. When the uttec 
was raised in focus groups, someone would—inevitably, petted 
by—imitate the mating tall of the American ui Tfexti 
And everyone would hoot So Reich came up withapjan to allov ' 
private employment agenries to compete—teutatively, in a fev 
states—against government agencies. A great idea, qukkl; 

trashed. It was killed in eongressiona 
committee by organized labor (whid 
represents public emnkwees). A "Oia 
too" re-employment UD still exists: ii 
would pump mora money into a feilec 
bureaucracy. Real activism would re- . 
quire the president to figbt the unkms 
and give unempbyBd wodcea a serv­
ice they might find uaefii Will he do it? 
He hasn't so fat 

Uosexy times: Similar opportunities 
abound througboot thefeoeral planta­
tion—and a much larger opportunity 
as well restoration of firfth in govern­
ment, and perhaps even in BiO Clintoa 
The conventional argument aĝ m«t 

such a strategy is that fierce battles would be fought, 
great gobs of political capital would be spent and no 
one would care (except the special interests in­
volved, who would make every battle Annagsd&m). 
But then, the television magB22ne and evemngttews 
shows are filled with bureaucratic tidbits and oat-
rages —chicken-feces stories, literally; the public ap­
petite for this stuff is apparently limitless. There 
might also be a substantial appetite for a president 
who hacked away at practical problems—rationaliz­

ing Medicaid, cleaning up (or dosing down) vetenns hrwpttals, 
finding out what aQ those folks are doing at the Department of 
Agriculture, and on and oa . 

Leadership is about more than good management of course; 
but for this president management may be the place to begin 
rebuilding trust It isn't a very sexy project—there'd be none of 
the heavy breathing that has attended other Clinton initiatives— 
but these aren't sexy times. The public has come to mistrust 
grand schemes and lofty rhetoric. Lines like "the toughest attack 
on crime in histoiy" dank dreadfully: they dimtmsfc credibility.* 
Gimmicks like a middle-class tax cut—floated again last week-f < 
only seem desperate. An emphasis on the nuts and bolts , of. 
governance might, however, impose a certain discipline (on 
Republicans as well who'd finally have to put up or shut up). It 
would be serious, sober—eloquent in its modesty. It might force 
the president to find a more competent team, to speak more 
plainly, to appear less callow. Maybe even presidential 
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RENO AT LARGE: It's Not What Clinton 
Says; It's That He's Saying it 
By Robert Reno= (c) 1994, Newsday= 

It was, of course. President Harding who first proposed 
the national observance of Arbor Day. 

This is forgotten along with the fact that he is the 
father of modem disarmament he signed the Washington 
Naval Treaty limiting the capital ship tonnage of the 
major powers and of federal fiscal accountability he was 
the first president to have a budget. What is remembered 
is his assignation with his mistress in 
a White House broom closet, undetected by his ever-prowling 
wife, Florence, and the Teapot Dome scandal involving the 
pilfering of public assets so vast as to make Whitewater, 
even in the dreams of Alfonse D'Amato, R-N.Y., pale to 
triteness. 

S Anyway, suppose it was Bill Clinton who, perhaps at his 
' Swife's urging hud dreamed up Arbor Day. The reaction of 

bob Dole, R-Kan., and Newt Gingrich, R-Ga., is so 
predictable as to evoke the. image of a pair of wind-up 
dolls. Their sound bites would write themselves: "A 
threat to the hard working lumberjacks of this country" 
(read: the timber companies wont like it) "Another piece 
of pork" (read: we didnt think of it first), *' Another 
attempt to intrude federal authority into our lives" 
(read: next they'll say you cant chop down a stand of 
virgin redwoods to build . 
a shopping center) or "Who elected Mrs. Clinton tu pick 
our holidays?" (read: she's another one of those meddling 
females.) D'Amato, the fox who has taken up guard outside 
the nation's ethical chicken coop, would undoubtedly smell 
evidence of malignant collusion between the nurserymen's 
lobby and the White House. 

That the congressional Republicans have become 
monotonously reactive is clear. But why they have become 
so ideologically mindless, so transparently vacant of 
anything but cant in their obsession to demonize the 
president isnt Who can conceive, for instance, of a Cuba 
policy, any Cuba policy, that wouldnt have automatically 
activated the Republican fax machines to chum out 
denunciations that would require only the filling in of . 
blanks with "too weak," "too tough," "too late," or 
"too soon?" 

You have to suspect it all has more to do with a sense 
of frustration than anything approaching principled 
outrage. And it must derive from Clinton's shameless 
larceny of three button-pushing issues which have defined 
the Republican Party for more than a generation: law and 
order, an antipathy to welfare and fiscal probity. ; v . - ? 

Think of it. Since the New Deal, Republicans^ve 5 .^fe^ 
ridden free on the trolley of out-of-control (read: 
Democratic) fiscal policy. But just last week the '•' •'.''^^''".•.'''''•.^ <">• 
Congressional Budget Office forecast a $202 billion 'deficit.''.^^ . ^ : , : 
in the current vear and a $162 billion shortfall next • " 

year, indicating that the administration is more than $20 
billion ahead of its original goals for reducing the 
inherited Reagan-Bush deficits. The crime bill that drove 
the Republicans to parUamentary hy<tierie« \e*n*A heavily ' 
toward traditionally Republican punitive approaches death 
penalties, thrcc-stnkes-you'rc-out, mnr* prip«« «•»"«, 
more cops and gave but marginal emphasis to traditionally 
Democratic tvntrmie. wlntinnt miHuiphi t f A ^ I I AnA if 
throwing mothers off welfare after two years/another 
Clinton proposal, isntsoJid_goldj*e£ublic^^ 
th^wfeajj*? Maybe you'd be bitter too if you were a 
traditional Republican, naked of issues, who found your 
party being increasingly defined by its traditional 
embarrassments, by figures like Oliver North and Rush 
Limbaugh. 

Distributed by the Los Angeles Times-Washington Post 
News Service 
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Yes, There Is a National Interest 
Counterpoint: Replacing thugs with an elected president is a good place to stan 

BY f 
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Do yon 

BY M I C H A E L E L L I O T T 
XS EASY TO OPPOSE AN INVASION OF HAITI. AND IF YOU 
polled the gurus of international affairs, you'd find that most 
of them do. And if those gurus were always right, gas would 
cost Americans S10 a gallon. There's a respectable case for a 
U.S.-led invasion of Haiti, and some ofthe arguments against 

it are specious. 
A thoughtless invasion won't work. If the administration drops 

into Haiti, restores President Jean-Bertrand Aristide and organ­
izes a few homecoming parades in time for the November elec­
tions, then a long failure of policy will be compounded. Much ofthe 
Caribbean is in or near a political and economic crisis, for reasons 
that run from a bullheaded Fidel Castro to the price of bananas. 
Washington needs to address that crisis long-term, by offering 
security and economic assistance in exchange for de­
mocracy. There are worse places to start than Port-au-
Prince, replacing some thugs with Haiti's elected 
president 

"Intervention" is not an either/or concept especially 
when applied to the U.S.- Caribbean relationship. When 
the sun rises each morning, the United States intervenes, 
in the Caribbean, just by being where and what it is—the 
richest, most prosperous nation on earth, .both squash­
ing and nourishing the Antilles like a great sow with a 
litter bf runts. Until an embargo was imposed after 
Aristide was deposed, three quarters of Haiti's interna­
tional trade was with the United States (that's not inter­
vention—thafs domination). Economic ties alone can't 
justify one nation lumbering into another to put right 
great wrongs. But America's economic and cultural grip 
does show that for every nation in the Caribbean, "sov­
ereignty" is a concept with practical limits. 

That's now understood in the region itsel£ The days 
of seeing America as a bullying 
colossus are ending; people in 
the Caribbean know how cruel 
government in small places can 
be. They cheered the invasion 
of Grenada in 1983. and they 
will provide forces to keep the 
peace in Haiti; invasion is au­
thorized by a U-N. Security 
Council resolution. This is not 
gunboat diplomacy. 

Whatever it does for Haiti, 
does an invasion make sense for 
America? "There is absolutely 
no national interest in an inva­
sion." thunders fonner. U.N. 
ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick. 
while Dan Quayle says Clinton 
plans to invade just to get a 
boost in the polls. Are things 
really that, simple? Randall 
Robinson. of Trans Ainca. 
whose hunger strike forced a 
change in Haiti policy, thinks 
hot. With the collapse of the So­
viet Union, savs Robinson, "the 

aMoTsmmTia 
rau.9m* 

wt 

whole question of what is our 'national interest' has to be puzzlec 
out in a national debate" So: why shouldn't it be in America': 
interest to promote harmony and democracy in its own region? At 
Haiti and Cuba have shown, instability in the ffrriMwnm doesn't 
stay there—it washes up, dead or alive, on the Florida shore. 

The counsel of despair says that America shouldn't intervene 
because it always makes a hash of nation-building—in Haiti 60 
years ago as in Somalia last year But thafs wrcog. The United 
States is too politically correct to say so, but as a «iL»frl power it 
has built one extremely successful nation in the Caribbean—Puer­
to Rico. America's intervention in Haiti between 1915 and 1934 
failed because the presence of racist amy officers firnimri the flames 
of nationalism—a mistake that today's integrated armed forces 
aren't likely to repeat And no one suggests that Haiti is as warlike, 

well armed and bent on self-destruction as Somalia. 
Then there's the really pernicious argument: rhnr 

intervention in Haiti is somehow illegitimate because 
only the Black Caucus wants i t Note that "only." In 
what Walt Whitman called a "nation of nations," it will 
often be in the "national interest" to take an action 
about which one group feels passionately while othen 
acquiesce. There's nothing peculiar about that; ifs true 
of U.S. policy toward Ireland, perhaps even Israel The 
Black Caucus has argued its case and the prasident has 
agreed, with i t thafs as legitimate a policymaking proc­
ess as any other around. 

Ihie, this is the Clinton administration; i f something 
can go wrong, it probably wi l l An invnsian alone won't 
be enough: the' administration should also be lobbying 
fiw a Caribbean trade bill presently stalled in Congress. 
Yet when alTs said and done, the Caribbean would be a 
better place if the Haitian junta was farad to leave. Gas 
is still cheap, and foreign-affairs gums can be wrong. 

THE DAYS OF SEEING AMERICA AS A BtlUYlKC COLOSSUS ARE ENDING: Members of a sniper unit with the 82nd Airborne 
LLIF I K U U C F O K S - Z L U A I MACES 



^ The 
Bad News 
About 
Clinton 
Report Savs Coverage 
Unfair to ftesident 

ByHowirdKura 

President Omton hu been badly 
battered by teJevmoo n m com-
ige nnoe ukmi office, wnh aenthe 
iwumrmi fillinf the linrmt in. 
every month but one. a new atady 

At a time wha: vnw purmiisu 
are quesuoiuni whether media cov-
en(e o( potitibans hu Kxorae too 
OTucal. the repon from Jie Center 
for Media and P-joc Affain may 
Selo an erjermi arpoocst 
that, whatever his owa mistakes.. 
Qmtoo haa been onfairly nxated as 
a failed prtsrfent. 

From InauRtntion Dn throofb 
Utejone 1994. Onton has beea the 
urjet of more than 2.400 neptive 
nmmenu on the network eveanf 
newscasts, an avenge of nearly five 
f«r night, the center found. He drew 
tar greater covenge. and (ar more 
neptive coverage, than George 
Bofadidintbefint 16mamfas«<Us 

Thr stndy. whû . ubulates expfac-
riy pc*rt~T and negative mnm^m 
from all sources, found that nearly 
62 percent ef the evahn boa of Cfin-. 
ton were negative. When obvious 
psnisans. such as adminutntion of­
ficials or coogiessianal Repubbans. 
are excluded, neatly three out of 
tour assessments of Clinton were 
neptive on "NBC Nightly News.* 
CBS Evening News" and ABC's 

"World News Tonight* 
"We've hit the point where the 

' coverage is so nasty and there's so 
nuch of it that it's produced a quab-
uuve difference in the way people 
feel about their president.- said Rob-
en Lichter. the center's director. 

COV«ACE,rr—Dl 

T h o wnnen a book desaiimg 
the media as bbenl and whose re-
xareh o often died by ansetva-
•""^ Tnoe's a feeling that this n r 
isa wundrel because there'ssudi a 
h a n i i e me*" emnronmenL He's had 
the nunomme of bemg president at 
the dawning of an age that combine* 
attack-dog journalism with' tabloid 

A handful of journalists and aca­
demics have contended in recent 
«eeks Uut Clinton is a better presi­
dent than he has been portnved bv 
tne meoa. This, thev say. is paitially 
responarte tor the dedme in On-
tons approval rating, which sank to 
an altane low of 39 percent in the 
latest USA Today-CNNpoJ^ 

David Drever. the White House 
deputy commumcations director, said 
yesterday that -we live in tne ap of 
U J - "d we undentand that tabloid 
shows more and more are setting the 
i?awa.... But we still bebeve there 

«n auoience tor tne verv real 

c-jiune ine oehat ts crauns 4 mu-
iion pos.' 

Clinton hu also been roughed up 
bv the print media lately. Newsweex 
coiuranm Joe Klein has accuiea tum 
of pracucmK the "potiucs oi rronus-
ruin-.' Mxhael Kelh- d*'!bred in the 
New York Times Magazine tnat 
"there is a hollowness to ihe Clinton 
presidency, a sense ttut it lacks a 
center because the nun at its center 
UCKS one of hu own." Wasnmnon 
Host reporter Ruth Mams said in an 

' opouon piece that "the Clinton White 
House often seems to be following a 
pattern of knowmg or reckless disre­
gard for the truth." Bob Woodward's 
book "The Agenda" depKU ihe White 
House ts a place cf chaobe mdeei-
snn. Even Garry Tradeau s "Doooes-
bury" cartoon strip bu begun por-
trayiog the preaideot as a waffle. 

But a few dissenting voices are be-
pxng to be heanL With the 
my hunmog and the nam at 
"don't you think the preadent of the 
United States should p t at least 
some of the credit/" fonner NBC 
News president Michael Gartner 
aaked Tuesday in USA Today. 

New York Magaax's Jacob Wo»-
tr-; wrote this week t»r» Uffl Oin­
ton hu teen =?re ftith/ul to his , 
'rad than ochtr chief execitive t 
k recent •^rri.--." tu: Lot "-.-̂ ten 

tflodtt hfiC^ tB̂ fall̂  ti)0D oot to (^Ut 
him." 

A breader debate ii **̂ ĝ ^ape 
ahoot •UeiLa "the press ii cn^t 
VDatampaatwneofcBtianalcyni-
a m : as Gerald Se* pa it n y e w 
day's Wan Street JournaL Many 
Americana view the media aa jost as* 
other failed oatioô  iDSQhiboî  a aes* 
tneot that has pvea roe to a thi rv-
mg akenatne oriDR d radio. 

iandcBr«Bterta*>l 
WSB boards. A recent Wal Street 
Journal NBC poll kund that the newt 
media nafc wefl below Ointan an the 
credadity sale, with jat 21 percent 
saying the preaa ia very or mostly 

Hill CUnton ra cteiriv > n-ievniuii 
oresioent: His aaministraimn ns-
been tne subieci of <.256 stones'on 
ihe network evenmc news, mor* 
than 120 houn ot air tune. Lichter 
found. The sheer voiume oi re­
port?—an avente of 8.2 a ment—1> 
•U percent higher than tne coveracc 
oi the Bush presidency dunnc a com­
parable penod. And Bush received 
balanced coverage—49 percent posi­
tive assessments and 51 percent nei-
anve—in that penod. 

While Lichter s method,nt ratec-
nnn« sound bites irasses some lac-
tors, such u the Dnpaa of visual im­
ages, it provides a rough measure of 
the tone of tetevaxn ooverap. 

By this acooontmg. the only month 
that Climon recejved more positive 
than negative asaeuments wu last 
November, when Congress passed 
the North American Free Trade 
Agreement aad the Brady gUKon-
trol taw. By Apri. after a banap of 
cnticisni ignist Omton's potiocs on 
health are. Haiti. Bosnia and North 
Korea, the televised comments 
turned 72 percent negative, the higb-
est since the early months of his 
tenn. ' 

Clinton han't even gotten a boost 
from his oma party. Nearly two out of 
three televised comments ftm Dei v 
ocrauc memben ,of Congress han. 
been negatne. the tfndy farad. 

lne*ptesident bu been pesawlrri 
far more an the itsaes than on ques­
tions of personal character, with 
— •'^•i aimiEa'ii i naaiig ior only 5 
potent rf the networt toctL But be 
has nhn a tarinf oo mtatfr «D »» 
S K C 68 pewent negative on health 
care. GO perceot Begatire on tbe 
ecoooBy. 64 percent negative on 
other donesdc tsaoea. 66 percent 
negative oa farago pohcy, and 56 
pfrnaai ne^ow on chancier QUO- . 

Network officials defend their '. 
White House covenp u fair but 
concede that the nature of journalism 
has changed. 

"He's had a bumpy ride." Bill 
Wheatley. NBCa moe pnadent for 
news, said of Ointan. Thev'd be the 
first to admit they've made quite a 
few mistakes, and the covenp prob­
ably reflects that I think we have giv­
en Onton oedit when he's managed 
to push through legstation. But care- 1 

ful janfrtenn reflection gets lost in I 
the process." 

Wheatley pointed to the esplonan 
of news analyss m the last two de­
cades, saying that ̂ smoe analvsis in­
evitably gets into the problems a 
president n having, that may be at 
leaapntiyresponsibiefarthe'neg*- , 
tive* covenp." ' 

Rick KapUn. executive producer ol ! 
"World News Tonight." said that "our 1 

newscast hu been emmemtv fair." 
But he added that "we've all tended 
to be more negative. You could sav 
it 's a reaction to Watergue and its al-
temnth. a cenmang cyracnm about -
people in pubbc office." 

Ken Bode, host of PES': "WisJunt-
ton Week in Review." deputes the 
noubn that jnunahsts are the chief 
culprits in Clinton's unpopularity. 
"His problem is he doesn't seem to 
know what he stands for. and the 
people out here don't trust him.: 
Bode said from DePauw Uwvernty m 
Indiana, where he teaches politics 
and media. After the campaign con-
tnverars abon Gennifer Flowers, 
numiana use and draft avoidance. < 
There s a oreasuosiuon to aoubt trji 
guy on the part oi journalists.'' 

TcJtiiiHD nportcn have LAJutiih* 
otcd to the Anmbeat: M percer* sf 
their aasessmeatt have been di-imtK 
down. Two emnpfci died by ine 
study: "For u long u he's been in 
the nauonal BpotJight.-there hu been 
aSbdt WUbe problem.- (CBS's Eric 
£ogberg)* ^̂%e Qnton adDBBaov* 
tion hu feputedjr bungted bgtH"^ 
file nonunaoons. with the president 
looking atdedsve. his staff Btcompe* 
tent" (ABCs John McWethy). 

Not snprisaigly. Ladder found a 
strong conefetm between Omton's I. 
negative covenp and subsequent i 
declines in his Gallup poll ntihg. 

Lichter's numbers have become 
political fodder before. During the 
1992 0"i|ttgH Bush repeatedly as­
sailed the media by dting Lichter's 
finding that 91 percent of comments 
about the economy on the network 

, Hillary RoAam Clinton hu fared 
much better than her husband on the 
evening newi. the study, found. She 
received the best covenp of any 
member of the administration last 
year—76 percent positive—and only 
dropped to 59 percent positive this 
year, despite heavy covenp of her 
role in the Whitewater affair. 

Paul Begala. a potoa) adviser to 
Clinton, iaid the adversanai tone ot 
most repanag hu dearly hurt the 
president. Tvery tone Cbmon hu a 
new mtutrre. reporters have got to 
have a take.' and the take hu pt to 
be neptive. lest you be accused of 
being in the tank." he said. "If it's 
snotty, so much the better. Their, 
can't do a stand-op on the White 
House lawn saymg. 'What the presi­
dent did today. Dan. was nothing 
short of mu juuous.'" 



A Domestic Peace Corps With a Ôs Twist 
Bnrllrr Ihli summer ibe nalloail press 

ruciiseri on BUI Ointon's si tick an amscr-
vailve talk show Impresario Rusb Ura-
baugfi Instead IA (nciolng on Tim Hater, 
who Ititrodiired (he presidenl at a SI. touis 
event that day. It's a shame: Tim Hoger 
m.-iy be n more IntrrrstlnR slory. 

The 18 yenr-old SI. Louis native Is one 
ut the I Irst AmerlCurps votiintren, the 
nbnut totx-launched domestic setitid to 
Ihi- Peai e Corps. His AmeriCorps efforts 
lo hrlp stem violence In his neighbor­
hood have special meaning. Tim Jlager 

Politics & People 
By Albert R. Hunt 

was hrutally beaten by thugs four yenrs 
ago. leaving such permanent damage 
that he had lo abandon his lifelong 
dre.im of service In the Marine Corps. 
But AmeriCorps Is a special opportunity 
Inr jpeclal kids like Tim. 

On Sept. 12 the Ointon administration 
will fiiriiinlly launch AmeriCorps.»three-
year. SI.5 hillion program that eventually 
alms to pul 100.000 young men and women 
to work In community service In four ar­
eas: education, health.and human needs, 
the environment and public safety. This 
national service program was a majur 
Clinton campaign promise. 

The volunteers-there will be 20.000 Ihe 
first year-will receive . minimum-wage 
pay amininllng lo about $7,500 a year and 
fipe henlth care. For one year of work they 
will gel a SI.72S educational voucher that 
can he usid for college, vocational educa­
tion, nr tu pay off a college loon. 

The head of Ihe American service 
nirps is Ell Segal, a St ye&r old lormer po-
lllical activist, successful businessman 
and long-lime Clinton confidant. He 
sevms ideally suited for Ihe task. He lias 

successfully started up three 
providing him a distinctive tie* ef tlw 
challenge* awaiting him. 
. "We must vie* ourselves lea M a 

grant maker snd mott as an tamtaseet 
banker: we hope to be very Involved In 
these programs." He promises to set 
lough, business-like standnitb. 'We don't 
believe we are going to solve Ihe problems 
of crime. Illiteracy or the environment, but 
we ran make a difference. Any program 
that doesn't make a difference, where we 
can't say we have Improved the situation, 
doesn't deserve to keep funding." 

Mr. Segal loves ihe Idea of tapping Into 
Idealism, of AmeriCorps being a sequel to 
Ihe Peace Corps nr Civilian Conservation 
Corps. But he also believes Its mission Is lo 
Instill a sense of personal responsibility In 
Us participants. The educational value he 
believes Is critical. Hie average debt of a 
graduate of a public university or college 
Is S6.500. AmeriCorps volunteen couid 
serve up to two yeara. meaning lod of Udt 
couW <jo In college or use the vouchers to 
pay off an educallonaj debt. 

Unlike the Peace Corps or OOC .how­
ever. AmeriCorps seeks (o build on exist­
ing programs-there are thmtsinrti ol ef­
fective grass roots offanltatlcnt around 
America-and the existing propensity for 
young students lo engage la volunteer 
wot k; one study shows that almost T0% ot 
college students now do more than three' 
houn of volunteer work a week.. 

About two-thirds bf the program win 
be tunneled through Ihe bipartisan 
AmerlCurps commissions established In 
the states. Final approval of any pro­
gram and participants will be made by 
the National Service Corp.. but many ot 
Ihe Ideas and much of the energy will 
bubble up from localities. 

"TWs really promises to be a grass­
roots effort building pn an Infrastniriure 
already there," says Vanessa Klnrh. the 
founder and executive director of Public 

Antes, a WasUnfton-bssed program that 
enllsta young people lo wort ta nonprofit 
and local govenunenlal adlvlttaa. 'They 
really seem to be loaUnf for paople who 
i n going to pt down and dirty In Ihe 
strceU." 

AmeriCorps projects on the drawing 
boards Include: : 

• Teaching uiiderprlvllef ed kids how to 
read. 

• Working wllh cleric* lo gel youths oiit 
of gang*. 

• Teaming up 
wllh retired IBM ex­
ecutives to teach In-
ner-clty children how 
to use computers. 

• Cleaning up Ihe 
shorelines of Galve­
ston Bay. 

~ • Wortlng wllh 
the Navajo Indian 
nation oo projects 
like providing clean 
tap water. EU Segal 

• HHplnf rebuild hurrtcatMHkvasUled 
hone* ta south FVrlda In tandem wllh 
Habitat for Humanity. 

There are more than a (ew critics who 
worry that the program will evolve Into 
costly poflllcal pork, or that Ii will be a 
(eel-toad, "googoo sop" to liberals. Some 
even ask why should Ihe government 
"pay" volunteers. 

II Tim Hager Is the prototype of Ameri­
Corps vol un teen, these concerns are 
groundless. Despite his earlier Injury, he 
joined the Marine COTps last year bul 
eventually had lo leave when the degener­
ative arthritis In his hips worsened. He 
was devastated, but soon discovered 
AmeriCorps, offertnt a chance not only for 
public service but also lo return to his old 
neighborhood and-wotk at reducing the 
sort of crime that afflicted him. 

"II was awful when 1 had to leave 
the Marines. But how I fed Ilk* I'm 

serving my country, maybe even'; InaiK ^ 
more direct manner." be says. Wlllwul 1 i • 
Ihe AmrrlONps Job and aid he doubts 
Ihal lit: would be able to |0 lo collrg*-
This is one reason the natlunal Krvlre£^>> 
roncept Is much more appeailnt liBaii - . .. 
George Bush's 1.000 Points ot Uslii:̂ ; 
which would have encouraged viilun-" •" 
leerism more as noblesse oblige lur 
more atftuent kids than as a program 
lo enltsl and help working class kids 
like Mr. Hager. ' 

As fur worries about pollllcal pork, Mr. 
Segal continually hammen home the print 
that these projects hnve got to make tan­
gible contributions to the communiiles as 
well as lo Ihe participants. The model i 
demonstration project last summer. Some 
80 young men and women were sent lu 
Texas to pubii. . Ihe childhood Immu-
nlxallon program and locate children who 
needed Inoculations. Hie result: There 
were 104.889 Immunlzatloas In southern 
Texas. "For eveiy tl we spent on this, the 
return was JS.S5." Mr. Segal brap. basad 
on a study by his organization and the Cen 
(era (or Disease Control.. 

No om Is better nbie to assess lin-
appartunltles and problems facing 
AmeriCorps than the remarkable R. Sar­
gent Shriver. who started ihe Peace 
Corps more than 33 yean ap. Mr. 
Shriver sec* a lot more difficulties wllh 
this program because ot the diversity ut 
existing efforts and the greater political 
problems with a domestically based In I 
tlatlve than a foreign based one. But the 
opportunities today are plentiful: "In 
1960 Jack Kennedy aroused a sort of Ide 
allsm and seK-sacriflce: somrihlng sud­
denly began lo happen. Toil " that is 
more the norm. This is one ihe mosl 
heartening developments of tlx.- last part 
ot the 20th renlury." 

Bl Segal has Ihe potential lo bee ini> 
the Sargent Shriver of this de ide. H. ii -
vmild he an achievement. 

.1 



Did Gore Reinvent Government: 
A Progress Report 

By Donald F . Kettl 

( . 

suoiJON. wis. 

II. jLixember 1993. Vice President Al Core promised 
nothing less than a campaign to reinvent the Fed­
eral Government. In a document boldly named the 
National Performance Review, he pledged a Gov­
ernment that "works better and costs less.' treat­
ing citizens as customers and delivering better 

value for their tax dollars. 
,. Skeptics dismissed the campaign as hollow rhetoric. 
J ast another strand In a long string of Ill-fated Presidential 
commuslons to Improve Government efficiency. But a 
year later, the skeptics have been 
proved wrong. Amid sour debate 
over health reform and crime, the 
National Perfonnance Review has 
been one of the Clinton Admlhlstra-
tioa's few clear victories. 

The review promised to reduce 
the Federal civilian work force by . :? 
2S2.000 over five yean - a pledar -rset 
the. pwt". '.Iked so much •-•vat Cm- . • -^y-
gre.* voted iW evnn greater reduc­
tion! . The Admlnlstniiion has done away wtth the Goverv 
ment * mordlnaiely complex all-purpose resume and anpu-
cauon \u<zu. a IOS hammered out a tough barvin wtth -
Congress to simplify prouM-c-ai: ami a -jtedcouncil of 
chief operating of(Icen from all the Cabinet departments 
tn locus •nenuon on management problems. 

Even more Imponant. Mr. Gore's review generated a 
fresh seaM of the possible. Good Ideas that tay fallow for 
years have sprung to life; -retmnflon labs* thnwgboA 
the Govenuaeat are pradodnt mnimtatne of fresh Ideas. 

Not surprisingly, this , 
reversal has' undercut the 
morale of the very workers being 
called to take bold nsks. In contrast 
with the familiar antl-Washtngion rhetoric 
that blames"bureaucrats" for waste and inef­
ficiency. Mr. Gore's repon saw the problem as 
the system, not the worfcen. and It promised to 
enable them to do their Jobs better. In return, it 
aslud them to take more chances and worry more 
about performance. 

The downsizing plan has been a bucket of cold 
water on those goals. Indeed, lor most Federal em­
ployees, the threat to their jobs, not the focus on re­

sults, has been the deftntag reality of temvem-
tag Govemmem.* 

tt would be naive tt thtak that any change 
of mis magitnsm could be aatunplHhed 

thei 

In Milwaukee, for example, a. team of Veterans Affain 
managers figured out ways tt decentraltae some functions 
and cemratoe others, thereby saving S2J mlUkn, • per­
cent of their taadgcL 

Bat athe review has given rise tt new exdtment and 
energy — owl ^ore progress tn Its 
'<m year than almost anyone be­
lieved possible — Its success is 

' tnreatened by two major nreblema. 
Firn. a preorciipatlbn with 

sbon-term savings. As the Vice 
President has argued, a Govern­
ment that works better can cost 
less. In practice, however, locustng 
on Immediate savings can weaken 
the rsmpalgn and Increase costs ta 
ihe long run. 

The biggest chunk of the $108 bUUoa tn premised savmgs 
- MO bUUon — was to come from shimktag the Federal 
work force: where and how to make these cuts woold be de-
lermmed by carefully rethinking how tt do the Govern-
ment's lob. Practice has been exactly the reverse: the down­
sizing has come lint, largely disconnected from any strate­
gic plan, leaving managen scrambling to perform jobs that 
If anything have grown. 

Donald F. Kelt!, professor of public affairs and poUtical 
science at the University of Wisconsin, is a visiting fellow 
ot the Brookings Institution in Washnigton. He Is author ef 
(A* instttution s new report -Reuivcnling Govemmem? 
Appraising the National Performance Acview.* 

And tbe Federal wort force can dearly be 
reduced; there are far no many layen and 
uo many mtadkas roles. Bat as downsung 

kvthe pnvate sector has unght BS. big cuts 
wShout broader stratr«ics only bun morale 

and cften fall even. o arhleve their goal of reduc-
Ing coats, 'juldt publiĉ pmmi vkaones Irom cntttag 
Federal eroloyees could caUy pale a. compan-
son wtth the BPg-totn pertonnance probtems 
that would be prodocsd from a goverarasnt 
mat b dumbsfmd tasttad of downsized. 

Ihe second threat to the National 
Pcrtonnaace Review ii the tack 
of B& wpflctt ttrsttQF loc duthn 
with Congress. At tint. It was thought ^ 
tbst (fas Â diB̂ DlBcrtttaD coohl Aooooipttih 
most of Its reform* without Ooogresaional ap-
pmval But the Brat year haa mad* ctaar ttat mi* 
hope almpfy Isnt realistic. Deipitt Guugiua's eo-

i for ih* general concept ef the pertormaoo* 
•oth house* have ben tnggtog at tts tadMdnal 

threads ta way* that could unravel H. For exampte. 
Howe memben dktat want to tain health c i t 

for veteran*, so ihey vottd to »i«-*t<t* Veter­
ans Health Adrntatstratlaa's WJt* employees 
(almaa 10 percent of the total) froo UH wo.'t-
force entbaefcs. The Senate then voted to exempt 

, Federal cilnilnal fusthy employees. 
For the many valuable pieces of Mr. Gore's 

ef fort to endnre. a new halanre of power will 
r need to be stradt Congress has a le-

Test ta overaeetag the executive 
branch. But If bureaucrats are to produce a cheaper 

and more effective Goiuiimcm. they need greater free­
dom to do thetr jobs without mtcnHpedftcation of the 
details. Tbe Government Performance and Results 
Act of 1092. which commits the Goveimnsot to a 
decade-tong effort to draft strategic plans and mea­
sure the results. Is an imponam tint step. ' 

Congress and the President heed to strike a 
new bargain, baaed on these foundatloos. If 
government is tt Improve the way It works. 
The movement launched a year ago, 
however promising. Is not self-sus* 
tamtag. Making It stick will re­
quire hard work that ha* 
only )ust began. • 
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'Reinvention* Delivers 
Smaller U.S. Bureaucracv 
But m the Goal of Better Service Suffer? 

BrSttpbenBur t\\ 

SQCC tbe QDIOO fl^Buoudooo 
took office. 78.000 Men! vorten 
bne departed. Tber will be followed 
brtt lean 60.000 otbertm tbe oatt 
jag at birag ireeaes. buyoou and 
)KJQB% riviDk tbe baeaucracf. 

Thti downausai tt tbe goren-
lauiL^mlef iy it ihnnar, eiwy de* 

Vkehnidmt teewa adnere one 
cftbetopicalalBdopt m ha too-

aaaaaoedeoe year ago thi* 
GorcwteBKhedoMto 

a m * report W< 
ptaa to rafaape tbe 
wj attain another cfteagoah wahai 
the D*S fewweeia. whes* legnlBdoa 
smpHfnng iuYenuoem pro'̂ re-

•'near paaaee Coogie** and goes to 
tht'While KMM-

The adathaatxawp. in keeping 
r Gore theme, a poth-

i to 
, getting tbe 

UDfTEVnON. Fna Al 
tie er no'progress m making the federal gov-
enment move effa'ieiiL Nearly twtMhirds 
said tbey had not heard or read anything 
aboct tbe adnnnarxocn's *ieuneuujg gov-
cntment' efforts. 

The govenaaem. however. wiD becorfie 
•BaOer. m large pert becnae Congress bas 
viiueu gtto bw thit federal coployDent. 
now at 2J adliaa. cn be no mote dan I M 
offioabr tbe tad fiscal 1999. 

The deotion to shrink the boreanoacr 
goes back to the nesaleatul rtmpatgn. 
when candidate Oistoo pledged to cot 
.'100000 dvil aemce jobs. Gore's report m-

tfaenobertoZSZjOOaandwasre-
vhes Cuugitsa appraeed Iwyuut 
earlier this year aad wrote a new 

tai git nto tow. Under the coogressiooal 
bast line: tbe admimstration most ait 

: 271900 Job* between 1993 and 1999. 
Tbe Defease Depaiuueut wffl bear the 

bras ef the oabadc About 40 percent of 
the end MI ike worta ior the depa1 jiaott. 

bodgmn the post-Cold 
'War wortl ttatol 

wdl 

snoraive." said one top pobbcal sow. • 
ŝn we had tb come up wnh a numoer 

thougm was doable. As Oemooau. we haa 
to pay to both ade* cf am bebcf tvstem. 
One wu that we believed tovenment can. 
in fact. work, and the other wis the trbucal 
impentive that people wast the governmem 
to be cut and Kreamhned. And we bad to 
walk lhat tme. 

'So we spent a kx of time debumg. what 
was the most realistic namber we could 
choose that would allow us to both say to the 
pubbc that yes. we bmwsoeamlnd the gov-
eramem. bat we also cemmne to prtmde 

that Gore s restnoned goveiuiueut will 
botbeahle to ddner. As SoaaU C Moe, a 
fOVtnujJCOt BUBIfCQMSt BpCft« toU S 

; «n«pc< federal eacativw.-Aayea* who se-
nomfy*tadaatbecamhilM«<the*Mcaive 
bench today knows Oat thepteblam tt gtnte 
emnem it not tha it is loo ta« as mtasmd 
by the number of dvisereaats bat that tao 
longer hu the capaoy fir Me teo-
tmoc* 

There is Ink dnpatt flat d^Md* on 
are_grow*ig. optcUy to socaal 

semees. AIDS, te mmpte, na not on tbe 
tabic 10 years a goat the Hidtii aad Bana 
Services Dep^vmg. 

Despitt nieaMd demsBLAerefau been 
tale groww in the namber of pn+t work-
mg B the gbvenmnc From ing2 tu 19*4. 
Jedaal employmem erew by aw* 4 per-

totheCoD-

Tk* Gore report, ef come, pros-
hst asuch man. The viĉ  preai-
denf • -renvenaon' team, the Na­
tional Pertonnance Review, made 
3S4 speofic wmiiiiiiMl mtf 

acted ovngs ef S108 bOboa 

ior tbe report, Frendcnt CHrt̂ n 
caled the pnieet a'Ustanc step.'A 
Whfee Boase •iiiiiiiiil mA Gere 
would "had a leajbuiun m Waring 
ton that wffl dmage the way gumn-

tire* early—fan given the 
jmnp atart. Has year, about ISJXX) federal 
worter* have taken boyoota. The taken 

tram al agenoea. wah tfaoatads 
VS Forest Servce. the Intenor 

tbe Fei>nl Aviatim 
NASA. 

Bat the cost mvmgs have been 
disaissed. challenged er mired ia 
technical debate* oa how budget 
•avian can be caonted. Skeptica 
have aaked whether Gore caa mob-
**te managers and workers to pot 
oatomers fim wben they are wer- hatwowati. 
ried afaoot long their job*. Even as 
he hetps acme wbat political 
tats cal 

The-adiuiuiauatien rsnmatrs another ^ 1 0 perform 
609000 workers a dnene agendes wffl ****** 
have between the stmt cf the new fiscal 
year. Oct 1. aad tbe end ef March, wben 
.Cia»iia*doatntteUifumwaakiw. 

The Defcoae Ihpemnent hu been gnntp 
ad aepmn bnycm aatbonty by Coogreaa. 
vfaicfa Focntfy cBBoded it through itol 

ahnnt KZBtM rhntm il 

Fori 
a Can pnvate t 
tomfee pnfita, Dei 
sgenoes that | 
«ccerdag to laws written by Co*n>M 
" m ' ' I — M n nil Usi ikiaimian i n 
ting nnhmded aleu mstasd ef people? If 

are cot bat a n tac 
be aay cat 

a Can goventmemreaDybr permanently 

The Gore maatnc tnarhe me ef ts> 
nnoortam things the Qaton adamm-
nJoo.jndawdltifceawWetoaee 

how it all wmka.* old facaaaf OMB three-
tor Ahce M. RMa. •My hop* it that some­
body botang bade 10 yean from now wiD 
see that we started sooethag that caam-
oed aad really node a djOenaoe a bar tht 

aad the 
I dont ei-

ef that 

In a recent Waafaingun Post-ABC 
News pod. nearly csgfat am ef 10 
Amencans qoesooned thought the 
Onton sdnumsuaooc had made In­

to inNvcmox. AS. CSL I 

T7 ^Tif. 

fedcnl ttmntans pbns ire gitf**̂  
«d to reduce what Gere's report called "the 

: that now bnd the federal government: 
headqtarten staffs, pentand 

specialists, budget analysts, procuieuieitt 
UILB*. HAUujJAiAm and aialiusw" 

-Among the tacnea to 
' BBit' tlBt *wnrk* betnr and cess less*: re-

'Bottfaettereatype* 
basso 

pea that we wffl 
: right away.* 

RestractBrimWorfc 
• For now. the t 
lag debate are the sueamlaam plant. The 
first round of proposals did not meet Gore's 
eapectaoons and he directed ageaaes to 

thu fram-bne jobe and redace 
I amnber of middle managen. 

^ Bur government managen have accfted at 
the streamfamng effort. compUinmg that 
Cote is cmtag to a namber and not ta a 
pian. Tbey contend that the Natnoal Perfor­
mance Renew made a »enes of 
nd produced to uiMUMry zsnfibcr. 

In pnvate. some admaustnnao offidals 
admowtedge that pobacs shaned the deo­
tion ana tne magnnuoe of the cut. "It was 

T V faadamental problem a the 
cf work ttepe aad the way these ^ 
have been deiigiiwl md liyvied over tbe 
yean.* said Depmy tabor Secietaiy Thom­
as P. Glynn. Even wtthoot a masdate to 
downsixe. he sail *1 thiak the quesuos 
would aill be en tbe table: How maty people 
do yoa need to have these orgaaiuuoos 
d̂knanaged and make tbe work mterestag 

for the peopte domg the workT 



A Umi-KNOWN EFFORT 

R tiativfiy few Amtrieans nrvrytd 
in a Wasmngion Poil-ABC Kens 

p<M had ktart aboul tht 
adminiaratien i 'rtitivmimg 
gootnmtnt'initiative. 

to mam his oar grade. "There's a seose of 
greater suomty here." he said'. In Wastung-
ton. peopte are probacy very nervous about 
vTut'i gomg to Happen, and m regjcnal offic-
eiaiu.' 

Serving the Customer 
Despite the tensions created by the down­

sizing. <here are signs that other pans of. 
Core 's message are taking hold in ootnen of 
the bureaucracy. • 

QĤ iii VasQuex. a daims representative tn 
the Social Secon ty Administration's M 
Street nffrr, said the agency has asked her 
to fiO out quesooonases and attend meeting* 
oa ensumer service. "We know n B an nn-
poram issue right now." the sal "Unlike 
the pnvate sector, people dont have a 
choace who to came to to file te Rdrtmem 
a thsabflay. They hm to come ts Socal Se 
cmity." 

Her snwvaors hm been open to mg-
gmiiii ihr ml trl—T^l— '— 
take the lead fa trying to sohe problems. 
•Oa mt voice* wont be bend by Ceo-
gress er anything" Vasqees said. "We're 
Ofldng about kxalprocednres tbat wiD hdp 
as Up the people, make thmgs nn smooth-
<r" 

Inpraviag cssuner service. Core toM 
Ccmmewe Depantwan employee* esriig. 
thi* y^r. the main pmpose cf iwwn-
irsat nanvenbon. it yu tw-n rbc cmam-
tional chart on as bead and yoa put the CUK-

ratthe top aad then sak what do these 
i need ai onte to ptunde 
eatfavooauth 

oaatfiaereattesmdal 

Mavots snd goveraors may score pants for 
c-jtiuig the time voters spend tn wattinf 
toes, but paebc perceptions aoom the feder-
ai government prot>abl\- will not improve 
M-ntn a hugv otgaKauwi ike thi. L'i. P&>;-
al Senve. wiucn a-as highlighted m the Core 
repon. savggies to ddhTr mail on cme ffi 
New Vork. Chicago and Washnguo. 

LMoaid F. KeaL the ainbor of a recent 
Brookings institution repon on Core s aiioa-
uvt. pomu out. taougn, that most bureau 
ents "mevnably hive lulafuiinl dtferenon" 
m bow they adaaaaer laws and deploy re-

more federal 
u> find a bal-

en their 
a eaoer lor do-

Ketu 

The question is 
employees csa be 
joce smoî g the 
nme nod energy thtt mi 
sens to deal wnh thdr 

ClUBCiftgttO 
U Core's reiavemion team* ton 

ae to define abet Oa.) murttoac-
inni|Jish thiwiah costcmer tei Tae. they 
seem to have hid good lock fa catflM-Tcd 

1 tt the Labor De-
r t t i 

.Hetemdthat htraga 
es9«r-e at laihcr favohed UO »mk naps 
aad reqtecd tte wenbua aa to «*tapw-
tomei spcouMts. After study, the depart* 

uep* to 47, with ooty three to fom penoo-
adqadaios needed. 

The Qxmmwal Ssfety and Health Ad-
anittntioBu GlyBfl cud, perfonn sfaoot 
40X00 wetfrto tepa^ each yaar tad 

der tbe Freedom of Infonnaiwa Aa (FCHAX 
Mae tha 100 eotfeyeo worked on FOIA 
requests, wohl 05 step* needed to procem a 
nqneo. Hat ha* beea cat to 25 atep*. free-
fag apcaaggh time te IjTS more OSHA. fa-
tpecboas esch yev. 

tfatemMbencftaperviwaand 

fasft few cnrtcr petti nd fewer oppocBK 
i fat pranoooD, nd could even be de* 

la fat nto to agendes. COR hm poatfad 
oat tbm the public does aot tnat the govem-
meot to do the i«fat ttfag. Tha an be tern-
•dfad-tne Amertea a a ttorf"-* the 

•tsdoeasfeM 

For the potCc tha is fsppoaed to 
ao more fang hnea tt foveni 

agnals en the tefepbone and ta­
lon coma reamngscf the 

Gore haa need the custom 
' tbciiK to luî Jioe other pstta cf 
jwermnent—tbe cnttsog ef red tape aad 

" front-line weaken to make 

ridicaled buieaatfatic pneticea. 
pnrnitng to luie (age gtats aihuty pneve* 
meat n*et ifk jfMBt aad fovetwaefa 
floor wax. He wea on David Lcitt 
show aad asaafaed a 
noting that | 
uiatifa mms to pndaoa sriauit tha did 
am break BttmBnthaBSSpactL' 

Today, the Geaenl Strriom Ai tn-
tian no longer lay* the adanji. te 
WD tha an be ta^it off te rihdf a the 
groctfy wore ii ofitwd to fedtiil s 
tfamaghteGSAawrtrc 

While the I 
agreed on i 
Gore ofl «waa aofan ya tao aha tig 
"tyttenaf daegm a^A-by ba npott— 
tbiftiog ths gô oammt tea anoal to tw^ 
year Uilgrtt aad ovnhadag federal per-
aomd faw*. Tht aknEtentn hcks ontg 
report tal 
baz pt*ns to prepare a cHfl tervioe 1 
har thn year. Thtt packy wg beep the 
icoveotBif fovBVMBt tfebete ibve for tfr' 
ocber ym* nd pwlupe ion tbe i 

• Dctoae DepptmcBt for aaproroi n» 
UMwO voocber tynem. wfaidi ooe luykjftt 

The 
asa 
["'lif1 txadtbonfiy vntd txavd 

i aad rdmboned travel voochos io a 
I way thtt mvoived 17 aeps aad 

took two months. After tn employee team 
wasehaDengedtostieamlinetheproeess.it 

faalfwiy 
thfftMigh tfaa tenn ip oAot* Gore'i ̂ ip** 
gmywabehmfrHataonatetmaataa 

l̂ afag a title it very toogb oa people who 
got kbeanse they were oar very best* said 
t tuporaur a the Euvuuuinetttal Protec-
tno Agency. They're takmg these tfaatf 
aattfthags who have Bade it to a riamgm-
al levd and takmg then-mle away, and th« 
(atates) a mbtale problem." 

Not cfayout io tbe fowerameot iinb^K 
P7 ebott tbe domnoc. Tike fbek Cook. 

He in fully wfuiiiiawd to tiaufcr fran 
the National Park Service's Waahmgton 
headquarters, where he htd worked IB 
yeas, to tbe EvergMe* fa Florida. Hit old 

aad be aowwoets as a park ranger banding 

Cook is upbeat abocx the move, because it 
pnwak* a fresh career rtullpnge and be gets 

darethat takes leas that 15 maota 
' I t iraDy a mottttile that the i 
are that tins change, when fnfiy i 
cd. wffl am w » tt Mta tm a five-yea 
period." Gore add daring a Manh visit to 
the FessagmL' 
a Customs Sernee Mami dmna office for 
new trrhnignr* that speed tbipaeats of 
(OXfa-

- The Miaari office famed a pa tap ship 
with tome major thippen tba were taught 
to d> thdr own mtpeonns. Amenctn Air-
baes. ta eaample. fatpeos its domeBa. re-
dndag cargo tai passenger debyt and sav­
ing the company more than $300,000 a yea. 
r The anaagement frees q> Customs in-
sjpei tuts ta.aiot tlwks aad taprowed cn-
foncmeu. Sbppere now make more thai 40 
percent of the Customs drag teaores a tbe 
Miami district. 

But big buieiuuaoes are bard to daage. 

jg. eoosSi tha "Mt tao tea aast.'The 
klmmmiaiiuittmhaaloaattnfleda 

><Cyfan th^tenfaiwiiii "wffl i tr 
om aad thoe wffl fen aona aoofa aid tey 
aguifyiug BOhac" Gen told employee* a '< 
the Office cf r>iiiiiaiil llnagimmt. He 
urged them to not give fa Md ts ) 
own penocal soategy te reastmg and de-
feâ ag the tempttooD to affteader to thtt 
kiad cf LyjuLisuL* 

Uhanaely there are rate fa dow 
the guvuumeot wide fafflag to ciiauic the 
iLUifiouon takes bold fa tbe bmeaaaacy. 
Smaller gornmaeat may be a plus wnh vot-
en. bat wffl tat nwemirily taafy dvil set-
vans « propooeina ef good governance. 

"The tnp (the aauuiusuauunl has to wor­
ry about a ikjimiiiing and makmg the gov-
enanBit wort wane." aid Dmd Oterae. 
ta architect of Gore s aaanve. Tbe trap a 
wha is htppenmg ia tbe poa office, where 
tbe public becomes caavmoed service it de-
tenontag." 

T W S O K . i i ' ^ T m Wtwnciw Pnyr Ll 
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Dishing up some crow for conservatives 
Hy MARILYN'UEtWAX 

Cox AStnvs Strrvitre 

M lime last year, many con­
servatives were warning nf the 
misery sure to result fimn Pti:si-
dem CiiQton s dctieil iirductton 
budget. 

They predicted the new budget 

than ihe Kea^aii-ttusu oudger*. 
whir .h hil t! l e f t l l-j w i t h it'll ^ "KHs l 
slioitlall ol'$2^0 billion by risen I 
1992. -

Uoiiild Lambro, a conservative 
columnist in Wasliinglon, wrolc 
la*i Airifu^t that dciicii icdu^liou 
was "one of the biggest myths 
propap;itcd by the (Clinton) White 
House." 

'ITie new1 budget, signed into law 
Au».. 10, 1993, would "result in a 
weaker economy, fewer jobs and 
less savings." 

His 1993 forecast for tliis sum­
mer: "The deficit wil l be at leusT 

$10 billion higher and possibly 
nmre than lliat i f the economy con 
tinues lo wind dowir." 

Lambro's comments reflected 
tlie conventional wisdom among 
«'nii«Mrv.ilivrs last smnn iCi . 

fjorul riJ3nru:rs prevent mc from 
making Inn ot people So I ' l l jtisi 
icviciv the fact ; i\iu! you .can do 
llic libi'my jotn self. 

.In tlie past year, the deficit has 
dropped sharply. In the coming 
l l^wai >-i -si, it • i l l l - ' i i l : r i w v t : : v 
i i i i l i u n . 

Mcanwbi1<\ wrtrr thnn 98 p«r 
cent ot Amcricaus have seen uu 
incrense in their federal income 
taxes Only the richest of Ihe rich 
are paying more. 

Back, iu I ho second quarrcr of 
1993, just before the Clinton bud­
get was signed, ibe economy was 
growing at a rate of 2.4 percent. By 
die second quarter of this year, the 
economy was shooting up at a rale 
of 3.7 percent. New jobs are being 
added so quickly lhat some 
economists now worry a (abut 
shortage wil l develop and boost 

inflation. 
But (huso inflatiou fears may 

be e*aggcratcd. U.S: productivity 
and inlernational trade have in­
creased su much tu the past year 
that inflation is beiny kept in 
check. In tlie p*isl 12 month*, the 
widely followed core cuusuuiei-
pi icc index, which excludes food 
•md f.icl prices, has risen ju:;t i .v 
percent. 

Thirtv-ycar mortgage rates have 
wfr;.t . I !~MI: '.".f. jvevoent 

lai U-vwi Uiin ; . i t{;c iv;;:)3. Car 
sales continue to boom. The un-
empioyuiem rate stands iii o. i jkcr-
cent, down dramatically from the 
6.7 percent level before Ihe Clinton 
budget passed. 

Given how wrong theii 1993 
predictions were, are conserva­
tives conceding anything this yeai ? 
Certaiuiy Donald Lambro 
isn't. Rccenfly, he wrote that the 
econoipy "is about to run out of 
sieam." 

If that were true, why would the 
Federal Reserve keep raising in­
terest rates to slow the expansion? 

Thr Fed sees so much ftcyWtb v 

fears shortages of got* Is and fahcir 
will develop. 

Lambro and other cousctvatiyes 
would be doing cart wheels ilia 
publican president were enjoying 
period of such growth. 

Failiet l l i i* uioullu Rep. Ixiciiald. 
Armoy.r* RppiiH'fni' fromTc*?*^-
attucLed Democt.it's fm snj-g'r-.sf-
ing that Republicans weie blockiiig 
the crime bill to hurt Clinton, hot' 

4 w + T i f * i r t ^ 1 

tnat ~ : tzvc- t y jrrvstvrrr 
is jusl not that important tir» l is ." 

V n u i |>iCoiucii i . 
Maybe some Republicans tfave 

replaced basic patriotism with fiuic' 
partisanship in Washington. Biit 
surely in the rest of the cfjuntry. 
Americans can put aside llic tiaiMP-
calling and distortions long ehodgh 
lo iccogui^e thai wc huye ehjdye4 
a goml year. ! 

ITiat's worth celebrating. 

(Marilyn Geewax is an ediiori* 
al writer for The Atlanta Consti- . 
tution.) 
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CAPITAL JOURNAL 
BY GERALD F. S U B 

New Democrat: 
An Old Concept 
Worth Revisiting 

L IKE A STRUGGLING hitter work­
ing out of a slump. President 
Ointon gets plenty of unsolicited 

advice these days. But none is more 
important than the six-paje memo he 
got a couple ot weeks ap from Ai 
From. 

Mr. Prom is president of the Demo-
cratic Usdenlup Counrtl. an orguuia-

tloa of centrist or 

; J . -

sa : 

: S : 

eonŝ rvaUve Demo-
crau (depending on 
your taste in termi­
nology). Whatever 
IU label, me DLC 
prides on not 
represe win * the 
liberal .•"<* 
Democratic Party 
that dominates in 
Congress. Mr. Oin­
ton was once the 
DLCs leader, and 

that helped conrlnce people In 1992 that 
he wu a "New Demoeraf with a differ­
ent philosophy that activist foremment 
doesn't mean big guvet tunent.' 

Today. Hr. CUnton la slldln; in pub­
lic esteem beoioe many Amerletnt 
have simply stopped believing Uut he 
really Is a New Democrat. The slide 
seems directly linked to the public's 
mounting distaste over his giant health­
care retorm plan. That's the bad news 
for the White House. 

Tlie silver lining, in the eyes of some 
Ointon advisen. Is that If Mr. Ointon 
can only salvage something (rom the 
ashes of the health-ore debate, be 
actually has laid the founds tion to move 
on to a New Democrat agenda for the 
remainder of his term. In this view. Mr. 
ginton's success in saving the mme bill 
in the House this week by reaching oufTb 
keoublicans IttrfWPnn a IDnW 

^tuSS-^ :—7 

THATS WHERE Mr. Prom and his 
memo come in. In Mr. Front's 
view, the president is in trouble 

because he has looked like just another 
panisan wamor. standing alongside 
Democratic congressional leaden as 
ihey refiitht the fights of the "Ms." Mr. 
Prom argues not just for a centrist 
strategy, but for a new 1990s agenda. 

That means focusing on jobs, hot in 
the traditional way but. by putting more 
juice behind an administration initia­
tive to remake training programs for 
displaced workers, li means emphasu-
\nt anew the administration's • rein­
venting itovemment initiative to make 
the eovemmem smaller and sharper. It 

i means stressmr social values, particu-
I lariv throueh a fcsr i-jsr, to overnaui tne 

welfare system. It means snowin? more I 
neM-fistedness wim taxoavers money, i 
And it means stanaine up more often lo 
old-line Democrats in Congress, who 
don t snare this arenda. 

.Tm not so mucn savin? get,in the 
imuji-.- :v- sanies -'.< . 
.issue.." Mr. From says. "I'm saying 
redefine thejighi in ms own terms. 

In (act. the Clinton administration 
has done some nf th.it. The omhlem is. I 
mat its own Democratic allies in Con­
gress resist, A primr example is Vice 
Presidenl Al Gore s reinventing govern­
ment initiative. It calls for reducing ihe 
civilian federal work forte by 252.000 
over five yean. But in Congress, law­
makers are quietly undermining'that 
effort by slipping into bills language that 
shields various agencies from the vice 
president's knife. One bill alone, tht 
Treasury Department's appropriations 
biU. would require the Customs Service 
to employ ol least 17.121 lidl-Ume em­
ployees and the Bureau of Alcohol. To 
baeco and Firearms to employ al least 
i JlS full-timers. 

IX OTHER CASES. Congress has 
drained money away from New-
Democrat initiatives to lund Old 

Democrat programs. Mr.. From nmw 
that lun<l|ng,nr "rxi^ni « nannnil < , 
service orowm m which vo.mft peoplr 
da public-semp* work in exchange tor' 
"'"TT fliltinn wmpurrtilnwTunpirh 

I thf t Its three-vear budget Is now smallerv 
thijii im» wr's cotton subsidy. I 

White House aides argue that the 
i more Important point Is tbat there's a 
start toward a New Democrat agenda, 
with more amns. Even In Its ahnmken 
form, the national service program will 
have more volunteen than the Peace 
Corp* did at Its height. By backing the 
new North Amencan and world trade 
treaties, the administration hu put 
Democrats behind trade llbenlitation. 

Administration aides talk favonbly 
of jolting the education system by back­
ing charter schools, in which leachen 
and parents are given freedom and 
funding to launch new public schools. 
The earned tncome tax credit to aid the 
wortlng poor hu laid the groundwork 
for a big push next year for welfare 
reform. And don't be surprised If the 
admlnistraUQn h»wn< IMKHIW n.„ 
v»r Inr » Fimilv Tar Pr*H.. whifli 
wpuld enand tax breaks tor tamiliM 
with kj&u— 

THe probl problem, of course, is that this 
all could evaporate if the administration 
doesn:t head ofl the ven- real prospect ol 
disuter in both the health debate and 
fall elections. Mr. From s advice: Accept 
a health-care compromise, and call a 
bipartisan summit at Camp David if 
necessary to get it. The compromise 
obviously will fall short of Mr. Ointon s 
promise of univeml covenge. But he 
could explain that away by telling the 
nation: "What I ve discovered is that the 
path to universal coverage will take 
some time. This is just the beginning of 
the battle." 
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Politics of faith need not lean right 
Mv C H R I S S A T U L L O 

/ hhtfs Utll iip.ff (. thr i rnler 

t i / r i f t i ' l hnltl • 

thr hr^l fill k tiff • M i i i ' i i ' f i ' i n . u h i l r 

t h r u ; n ± t 

. 1 " - t t i l l i>f ( • i | i - - l i < f i O f r i r i l i ' n . ^ i f v 

- W i l f i j m B u t l e r Y c a l t 

' " t h t S e c o n d C o m l n t " 

Ai ^ l t l i u i i i ' l i l l t i l ; i t i i . t \ \ ; i s 

I M . I W ' t W u -

' . l I<l •» r . \ i m i l i ; i i | 

i m i i l t f i - . M n • • i i i . N u l i - t l ' s b t i - i u i i i U K 

- . i n - n l H u I I I I M M I ".I n l ( M i l H i t . t l M - : i M i n s . 

I".r. . l u l l . i l r i n i t n - : i l \ w . - r f h c ; m e r 

H i . I . M I J , . . r ;i< 1''. ' i ' l l l l i r A M t m l i n 

• . l . : i l I I n - : i i f : i . t i - . l i i i . \ . i | U l i v r r 

' j . -n i i . rm Hu' ii.iM.iti .iiui die n u is 
n : i i > l ' . » ; i l i l i . . M . M r i n r l t u n l r i i i t i r < l 

• • • H t i l r f ; i l l : i i ' V l l " M I l l i r I c l l 

t l I'- t l . c I f i i i l n ) D i r r v H I M - c l i i ' l i I 

l i . H i I " ! - - l l i r > : i | . - i r f i i l } : I 1 M 1 * i i t >cT 

u l l r i - . I I r r l u t i ; i v U u s , i l b y ' 

llu- ivMI*".'.. mctli;i - I'lisli 
l lu it t'lultu UcM U i r I ' m t r d S l l ik - i is « 
i h i i s h j i n . M . I H I H I i v h r r c i h e H i h l c i < 

: i - . h i n . I n n ; . i s i h r r n i i s i i l i i l i t i h . 

I I n - 11 . ' i - . (>ipl c v ' i ' l i M i c h .'• c i N i t { m l i i -

i. :•! i ir.i<.iiiri .-̂  S|»« t ier nun a ii77.>. as l l ic 
]>. iii><.\ii ,-iiiiii. Hr|.Mh!irnii M ii;Mi>r s* iniiil»lt s In 
l u n l • .••ni t t n i n ^ m n u t l u ' l n - r c l i e c / i t i l l i m w i i |> n 

' l . | t ; (. n l " I. i • J i r l t i - T l l i c l i l l l i ' l i j l l i H M ' i l C c l i l c r . 

\ - . ;• C ' t l l i ; i r i M i : ( I n i s i i . i i i . I i n j t i s i i i i i i i i > ) c ( l n s 

i . - n . i t ,-.1l i h r . 

N H H ' . M a ; t i l l i r I A i l i . - ; v l l \ s l n t i i m i - n i n v n - s n l 

; i i . i i " - . t i t . l t U . - i ; t K W J l l i l l i r i r ! i r v s * i m c \ - \ \ : \ \ \ \ l i t * i U l 

h i . v . ' : i t \ t l i r v l i i M t l t r s r " r c u l o l - i " w l i n w a r n I n 

i i n j ' i . ' . r i h r i i i n - ' i n l i l y u n o l l n i s " 

. M i l l . ' . ; . <l ;i1 H i t - i ••) i i i s i v r r l i i ' t n i w n ( t h r I t ; i t h M ^ 

Muni ihr r i i r iMin i i r i i 'h i . nml llu- rr;imi*.il 
VI-I MMM nl ih r ' i l f s i i - l Hii'V pMN-hiiin ns tt ivinr i n 
, l - . | s r | i i r M l l - i l t l i . i i M i n l i a r i l n h l i : J iH tM l t l . l 

A n i l n n n - ' W t l :«i i h i : l u c k n f i i u i v i i ' l i n l i . i l i o u n h y 

( l i i is iu ins w h i - r |»i|iiics" II:IVI- been .vli;i|KtI very 
r i c m l y h> Hi.- (;n«.prl. (ii MIL- uncnsy, l imiU 

.ilriH r u i ih n-hi. 

As Stephen I.. Carter ohscrvrs sn |iiin^i-nil)- In 
Thr Culture of Disbeliel. ynu piniisly uplmtd the 
l i i i ihf i i l 's r lgln to their fa l ih . hut only sn long us 
ihey are rnllnnol aboul it. so long n.s the) Hcot It 
" Iiki- bniUhiK modei nirplancs.- Jusl Diunl»;r 
hnhby. sompihtnn t\yi\£\. S4»meihlnR j>rli*»W'. s*imc-
thinn t r iv in l . " mrt as whm it is: rtw »cntrr inn 
principle nt thei r livv.s. 

Vtm l l ollnw them their quirk as Innn as il icy 
dun'i Insist nn IcovinR UHm in the i in iv i rsu fnr 
mystery nnd miracle; nsllji i iR a i thoy t«steliilly 
cltrck their (aith at the dour when ihey mme in 
the tohlc in l.nIk seriously ulMuit ihlnRS ihal mailer. 

OihiTwisi ' . ynu accuse thnn nf "Impnsing. ihr lr 
mdral l iy." 

My friends, that is one t ired shtii k. 
IH-mocracy Is precisely ahout pcrsuoiling 

ti wc i r w;it(.iii:tl t l i is JninnniiiK enough pc"ple to share your mural vlsinii sn thai 
i . . . L . . . : I> i i . . K.. I l l u ' ••.>ii j - m i H I A L A l l I K r> /~ , \wnm •• n 11 v ' e n u r t n 

I n r l i c h t I n M c a . l i . | w i n r i n ^ . w r n i i f ; h t I n W I n i n l l y 

a l l n i n i i i j . : i t i n l a ( " . i h l i t N * - | i ; i |H t t h \ t a i l l i n r r i t n ' l h r 

m i l " i r . l i l i i l i t . n . - i l M I i n i e l r l n n l 

. U ) . . i c i l i r t r i m n n i M i m i l i b r r n l i s n l l i i i n t l y 

i i - i ' a i . ' - l a n \ i m • ! n n . p « i m i i t h i s n i u ' i n t H ' n r 

^ i l p r W i l l i a l i l i i i - p a s M t n i a l r i i i l r n s i l y n l h i s n w n . 

I t t - . i • • - m c h m s l t w n i t i s i i u n i u K d i e h v t s . T n l l u ' s e 

l i K ( ; . l s n i m l i m l ( . l . H l i a l k i n H i r p u h l i f s < p i ; t r c 

. . . I t w h . - i i i h r t . , j . i , - i s a | M . I I m n . h . u n n S r x i K i l i i y n r 

l a i n . - . • . h t . . • iM-.n l i r . ' p i | i r I I - M I M I - s l a i n l a i i l . w i l l 

, I..II 
I a i ' h h . - . M t l a t l i i c - i n i v a s j i i - . t t m r u i l h y m i 

i ' h . n M h a p p r i i t - i t I n / i l i i i i W i l l i y . 'MT C l r r i l . w h e n 

.t u . - i l . J | .» i . - m l i i c . l i i v a m i i h r n m l t - a i I f r c 7 . c . 

" i . i j ' . a i n M t h r w a t H i \ i . - l n a i n I n ) m i . S e t i p l M r c -

i l n - n . I i . - . l i t i c h n i r l l t a t i " w c i l i > | . | > n - . i l i . . i i t n I r -

r . a l l i ' a n - ' l i o i i r i l n i l • . c r n h ' i l l i m v i n ) ; w h e n i l c a m e 

l i H i . I ' r \ t n \ l a r i i n l . i n l i ' - r K n n : J i M i l l n - i w . 

- I n <i i l • . . M U " . h . - n i l h " M ' n h n a l t t i n i a b m i i n t i . 

i . - n c i v • I ' . - n i . i l i i a l I h r K f l ' - s ' " 

I-', i n r i n b t - ? . \ I I I I M i i l v t e a l l l i c l l n n t s \ n n i V - u ' l 

ynu can mnke h the cnmmunlly's nnrm 
AMrr al l . wc all Imposed ii|»in Jctlrcy Dnhiner 

• uir nminl i ty that it's not OK m k i l l xvnyW nnd cm 
them. The ul l icr im)M>smtins dt l tcr In degree, nut 
kind. Tho I'cutnKtm budget Imposes nn us the 
mnrMlty thai violence lu defense M entimry is 
just; Medicaid Imptiscs the nmrality thai the aim-
tnrtnhle arc res|Ninslhle fnr the healih nl the pnnr 

Try n.s we might to prcicnd nlherwiso. must 
issues llwil omuse us dn.sn because ll icy en none 
niir mural visiun. I.I hern Is tend In dwell nn Ihe 
deiiuinds nl public mnrall ly — what smiciy shniild 
tin hcc/iusi: It's right. Thai doesn't iiuike tliein nuy 
less mnrolisls than Ihe cnnservalives wlm i lwHI 
mi Ihe rei|iilri*menis ol privntc mnrnlfty •- wh.it 
i iulK ntiial'; .shniildn't dn hccniise it's wrnu^ 

Whieh.-hv n mund turn, brings us in il ie n l i 
Htniis r ight, which is sn eiK-ksnrc i i lxmi what 
individuals shouldn 1 he allim-ed to do 

To distance myself from the rhelnr irnl du l le r , n 
tew idl irmntions. Actfvism hy cvangelicnl t'hrts-
tians Is nni senry. unless you eniiMtlei dmnnTary 

P ^ n l H < l i > t » . i . i l i n n r t l f c i i f ^ / r A U l KOI S M 

Itself scary That ihey are fervent aNmi their faith 
dncs not make them Innnlfcs; l l din:^. oflen. make 
them swell folks to have Hvlng next dnor. -
caring, decent people. 

That said. Vm sl i l l mysllUed by the ptMttleal con­
clusions these folks draw from reading the same 
llihle. the same (itispels I do. by the vengeful nnm'f 
that seems to crackle beneath thetr act I v Ism.-

While trying nni to fall into the tault I find iu them 
— whipping up an ersuiz. un-Hibltail Jesus losoncll-
fy iheir pt ill Meal biases — let mc lisi some (roils uf 

Jhe man whose ministry Is desert bed In Ihe Unpcls 
which, it seems to mc. ought to Inlorm the poliiicnl 
morotily of anyone who claims to follow him: 

• He scandalized convention by defending the 
sexual outcast and welcoming ihe itoli i lcally In 
correct to his table and his ministry. 
• He directed wi ther ing sarcasm HI showy piety. 

. chided the Jtidgmcuinl. and delinhled In enn 
founding Ihnsc who were smugly sure Ihey had 
divined all Ihe right answers from Scrlpttirr. 
• He mystified his male companions wi th ihe 
rcs|HCt he oflered wnmcn. 
• He slyly Joked that the rich had as much chance 
of KC^ii^H 1 0 heaven as a camel did getting through 
the eye ol a needle, but called Ihe pnor blessed. 
• Ue. healed the .sick without rvgnrd to their 
riches, hnckground — nr coverage. 
• lie shuiiucd the .seduction of temiNrrat juiwer. 
though some of his followers urged It upon him. 

No, it's hard lo iinuginn Ihal i l Jcsns were to 
c< ; but k today and Mine In CNN. he would 
reoigui/e I'iil Ihu linnan or Ollie Nnrll i as his 
iiKnlein apnsilcs. 

Mure likely he would see fn Iheni successors lo 
.annihcr set of (Jospel characters, the ones he 
t a^ttgated as "a hrtMn) of vipers." 

The ones known ns Ihe I'harlScis. 

Chir: r.atulln is Oepnty pttiim ot Ihe Eilnm.il Pnge 

Cuba can be brought back 
without tearing it apart 
By FBIDA GHITIS 

I f ymi Krcw up in ih i 1 ( i n i i n l 
Slaius. i l ionccs nrc Hint nm- <•! 
thu gn-m iluhairs n l l l ic Jiilh i t n -

mry pasvd ymi hy. Insicad nl lir.ir-
llif; l l ic iirRiimcnK Inr mil l .in.iln-l 
(llu twii moln Inri-i's Ihal IM:II>I-I) 
shape ihis ccimiry - i i i inni i in is i i i 
nnd ciipili i l lsm — ynu wi;r.- liviiW il in 
a InrcKoiH1 r imclusiun. 

Copilalism wns doliiK a liiH< pih .tl 
sct urlUK n i lccvi i l l l ic lor l l ic m:ii"r-
I tyo l AmiTicaiis. wlm drove hi i t rars. 
I i v« l In tumdir lohlc IIHIIH'S l i l k i l 
w l lh cmivcnlunccs. nnd cnl i . f . ' i l nni-
viirstfl cdi iral lun. 

I grew up in Cfilninhin iii.S«'iiitli' 
Amcrlcn. where meals nl hnii i i ' wen-
In icmip led f r i ^ m n l l y hy l innniv 
slreel f l i i ld re i i nsklnij lor le l ioMrs 
Where a drccnl cdiicnlinn was out nl 
reach lor most.people nnd the 
chances ol Improving your lot In l i le 
11 ynu were born In poverty wvic 
nlmost noncKlsicnt. The posslhllity 
that there was a belter way. wns l lu-
subject of impossioui'd debate. 

Krom Ihe IWMh onward, l-'lilel ('as.-
tro's coinmiinlsl Cnbo was nt the 
heart of i l inl debate. Only W miles 
Irom American shores. II was a dem-
onslraliou of communism in ut l ion. 
Its people — mice Just as poor, i l not 
pcKirer. ihan Ihnsc ol any I j i t i n 
American country — were luniKry 
no more. IliKh-qnnliiy healih enie 
wns avnllable to al l , ns wa-; day vivre. 
nnd Mghcr cdncaiton. Vir luul ly nil 
Cubans could read -

V\\r Himc. Castro's Cuhn wns an 
enticing model, though it .relied on 
massive Soviet aid and deprived f u 
bans of many of their hnsic riglits 
They could not freely say whal Ihey 
llMiiiKht: they could nol opitost- l l i r i r 
government openly nnd p i i i | i . i l y 
owners were tlls|iir;sessrd. 

I'or Ihe Hulled Slnles. nl nuusi ' . 
Cuhn wasnnntliema — nSoviet elieiit 
state Ihal brazenly exp<irled revnlu. 
tion Ihroughout Ihe rcRion. A imieii 
t ial base lor Soviet l roo|« and wi ap 
nns that nearly trlmiered m u h u i 
wnr duriii)* the missile crisis nl I'W.i. 

An Atnerican in'otMinte einh;iti;o 
souithl to hrit iu it to i ls knevs. 

"I lie debate. Is now over. C'apiuilism 
won. While Castro Is still re.veied hy 
some as a tium who sought to impinve 
the lives oMiis {K.siple. liis i-nunuiioisi 
ex|ierimeiil lias (ailed iKiininiuioiisly. 

'I he Soviet Union, whicl i t;ernTiiiis-
ly Mihsidlr.ed ( ub.l in Hie face ol il ie 
U.S. emhnrgn and was ( ulia's Inrnesl 
Irndlng pariner. d ls i i i t t ' i i ia in l . ' Cu­
ba's economy, lacking Soviet o i l . col 
lapsed nnd its aKriciiltur.-il prmlui--
l ion plummeled. Its iiialnnuristu-d 

cit i /ens. led up wi th severe intinn-
ing. r r d i i r r d in.movini ; aboul nil hi-
cycles, henan 'Iretni 1. in i-TUili- vatt's 
I n l ' l i . l i d : i . 

l iihii is tin li nner a hein-on in any 
one in l lu ; test ol the lu-mlsplu-ir Nn 
niu; wanls In i miilnte it 

• S o w h y i s H i e I l u l l e d S t a l e s s t i l l 

cl inuin i ; Onlay lo ils Cold Wai era 
l»nlii ie.s iv i iardlni : Cuba even a-. Hn-
i-nuutry ci iiinhh-s.' 

Ity i-oli l inuil y. lis euibai|;n. l lu: 
Hlllleil Sliiles is lelllliK .1 Ulnup nl 
reaelioiiary. bul iiolillcally inllui-ii-
lial. Cii|i.-iii exiles iu Florida dir latr its 
|iolicy. It is Kuaioi inr lu i : ihni l lu Ca 
N i u . | i . i i p l e ' s s i i l l e r i u | > w i l l I t e i n l l i i -

evet innre in ule. and it is hrini;iiiK nn 

Instead of building 
lent cities, rebuild 

the notion. 

. I l s e l f t h e m a s s i v e w a v e o l r r l t i l t c f N 

washing up on lis shores and nowd-
In^ il ie naval hii^e at (iiiaiitaii.-tuin 

II is also rrcall i iK Immense p.ioh 
lems lor any Kovi-rnm.-nt that sue 
cireds Castro nnd mnsl seek lo u-sns-
citnte Hie economy wl i i le 'prescmnR 
Ihe wor l l twhi lc '^ tnt ls ' id l Ilie .-dm a-
tion ntuUlieai lh sysiemR And what 
kind ol f iover i in !e i f t : -w i l l f i t r i h. ; ' II 
Castro isViverf l i i^ ivni f ln-o coup .ir 
c iv i l war', w i l l life new leaders i'iil 
brace deiniKTnllc relorms? Wi l l it IH-
a unvcrnincii't 'thVnXwiM look lavnr-
ably lo Ihe I i l l l i n t (Si a les?. 

Nin«,is lhe limeliKciiKnite Cuba iu 
iii 'Kollalions.^Insn-ad ol .<s|Hnidiiii{ 
Sinn ui i l l in i i lo seri ip l e i i l ) tiles, anil 

m i l l i o i n i i non i l i j o run Hu- telu 
Cir camps'iii'l.Jiuriilaiia'nio.- l l eniili l 
.oiler assisl.-iiuvtoCtiha in rsrhauiM-
lor relnrm. :. ^ -,• . ' ~ 
'Cuba couid 1 emi rge Irom lis iU-V-

ndis ol Miirsism wi ihoui heii i i ; In-
inlly desirnyed I h r I 'niled States 
cnllhl help pli'Vi-nt hliuKlstied and 
spare tin- penplc nl Cuba what i-miM 
In- >eais ol snl ler i t i i ! 

In the end. perhaps a new Cuba 
could become a model, t n r . l a l u i 
Ainericiin eapilalisur a eo i in in 
where (KKtl clutdl^'U dnu't h.-i\e In 
hey; Inr IIMKI - A place wltcic e^'-u 
hmly receives a UKK! education A 
democrulic uai ionol eipialiiy. velu-ii-
Ainerii-au Int i i istscai i \.'ii'.-iiiiiii and 
Itllsmesses can pm'-prr. 

I M-l.-i f ' t h i l i s . a l e l e v i s i ' n | i i . u j> i> r i - f - l 

w i . l e i i n A H . l ' i t . l , l l . - . M . - i l l j i v . l . - : 

. l O n n l . l I U i : : . 1 . I I . , ' ( • . I . | . | . . . . | . I 
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Clinton Working to Strengthen Ties to Clergy 
^ ByCUSTAVNIEBUHR 

WASHINGTON. Sept 12 - Richard 
M. Nixon htd i clou fnendship with 

"BUty Gruum. Jimmy Carter uught 
-Smday tcbM while livmi m the 

White House. And BUI CUmon. despite 
beiai tbe urfei ol couervauve 

..praacten. delighu m punetuaung his 
• sptuches with Scnpture pmages 

tad broad nlicms references ud m 
~3)ofclaf nformtl tenms with reli-

Bms letders. 
. Tbe President hu DOC riued from 

that to-

ranged irom uoerai to raooerateiy 
Qooservauve. 

.. For those who anend. it can be t 
headv txpeonct, havmg the oppor-
tunity to engatc Ote President m con­
verts uons aoout faith and vthiev 
Some have taken the nrrttwi to offer 
him pastoral advice. 

At a meeting last momh. the EpU-
copal ChurcH'i top official. Prestdnt 
Bishop Edmond L. Brownng. urged 
Ur. OlataD to return to the broad 
thOMS df naoooal ntty thai ha tnuo-
ciaiad the night he won the 1M2 Pres-

. M l tried co givt tain 

uge. not for potttlct. 
"Quite a lew of tha 

there said they admirad htm for not 
responding" to most of tbe penooal 
atueks. Mr. Marty cud. -Most of 
them were givmg htm-the advice to 
keep tumng the other i*aat" 

The nxetmgs haw allow td 
White House t bnaddl of penonai 
comacu wnhla 0» nUglooi commu­
nity, as well u lb* appormnnT to 

pubbc a body u i n a m d paUncaBy 
at It tt ihanlngtrally. 

Tim in nn i r 
last m Edgajwwn, 

the Nadonal 
USA on Friday ti 

O w tht past year. In (act. i 
•OUilfc* 

Mr. Otatoa aad i 
have gont < 

1 doon ti the Wbha I 
OB at leasi t^ta 

^fretidew tasmtt whh rehgms (jf 
tm* frjm widely dtfltnnt ittiat on 

...the tmokigiral tpacntn at pnvate 
-. toeiKant His guots have engtgad 
, nun in tn inlormtl grvê nd-uke, 

irlT—Ti; y^iouml quouaaea and da-
: Ug mutk Uka tot aaWa 

h can be a heady 
experience fo discus* 
faith and values with 
the President. 

«enlnifml aad Irtanlnglral dliUkaM. tha 

wbat the Da loo was looking for aad 
m i ling." Btctaep Browmrg zzit "I 
really Uunk U i^tt^ ut him tt a*: 

athaaeklDd-
II V M at tet 

foK̂ B% pntittct] >BMWW pwt* 
aaat pdptta. P U ^ l * m . te Pm*-
deert d^xzy c t e « « g — . l i d tel 

taalghts boa te aaoaa. wMck art M 
normally denvad tram pMtkal «»< 

T^Tarenot 
Lader tam-They.™ a 
pertons of faith trwa 
trum cf religlagt ball 

Yet for wat wtoi f m 
etpeaally 

wtdi llr. 

rtfrtb-

i Difttty fcheoi taid 'that 

- regular Iv lariMd fro>a sudi Wgl̂ fo- PTMM 
tlla pmpbt at ibe A**: Jerry Fal- g*" i 
w^It. 

" Tba mott raoent oft 
Tad Itst Tbmdty, the 

ad as a smglt Moe, aad that many wtth the 
theabraakfast wtoo tanad In lo Mr. Falwell or Pat Whtta Be 

r"8«y after Vr. OMaB ranrnad f.vn 
'"UU vacation. Ti» gtthermg l ' 

"'Vbout • people, mealy i 
cvaaftbcali, 

Ite Rev. V. 
^ 'iwilnr pasar af te fMarWm Praa-

bytama ountk an llJOfl inimher 
' " -We 

a baa 

^Republicans Rebuff 
Convicted Candidate LmvmakerDenieM Sex Acts 

i In trying to 
MMOHOfte 

-- ttdi iianniy and iblt 

Another who attended.' te Rev.'C 
•^Etaiut Goodwin, former panor ef 
- -the First Baptist aamfc of WariUag-
"•"•MB. tald that Mr. OtataB bad "tafltad 

about te need to iinp rtiiiiwniim te 
paople wt dltagne with, aad who 

CHICAGO. Sept. 11 CAP) - Rapre-
miini im tiijiiniiit reiatini 

- LITTLE ROCK. Ark, Sepc 12 dlllmu. laday pleaded mt giMhy to 
(Reuten) — Ite Arkantas Republl- charges ef aewal f u l l , mtl 
caa Party ha* refused to nominate a abate, child poinogitpEy nd ab-

- t i 

candidate lor state attoniey general Jimcuon of (usuca. 
who wat convicted ten week of a^ Mr. Reynolds, a flmttiui Con-
aauttiag his wife. ^reaaman. appeared before Judge 

The nominee. Dan Ivy of Fayea*- Fred Serit Jr. of Cook Comy Oram 
arille. said te would sue to have Ma Xsun. When aaked ior Hi plea, he 
name on the November general dec- said. "Not guilty ta aU charges.'' 
uea ballot. : Ite Congressman was bwbned en 

On Saturdty, t party rommttiae Aug. 21 on charge! that he bad M * 
raftaed to certify the nonuaauoa ef ••lib an under-ege ca 

Hm Vbttt ilfmiMi tmrnmn dm .mu^,- »«'•>»»..» "kwyer who was the only .jeer and askad htr ta t , 
te«^\SSSTi22l™Z£?S£ R «P u b u <»n to file for attomey gen- -pomograpfUc photograph* ef, 

""• S S i ^ , ^ L ^ f ^ L t t l i ^ J t l ' t r m L " S u l * «•» require* the piny ..youngster. Ht wasI ate dharged with 
- ^ 2 . ^ S L S l ^ ? . ! ^ : c m , t v m y Mr. I v y ^ L trying to cow up thtHBSZM by 
" S S ^ ^ f i ^ K U ^ ^ S ''We will tut aad we will win." :.lya« to investigamaad penuadm 

2 f i ? ^ S ? i ? S J ^ S f X . £ ± Wednesday. Mr. Ivy. tt. was ihTtiolm iTrSam t a l a e l * ^ 
• S n b t o S ^ H ^ / S S ^ i S ^ S , o u n d V * 1 * " « l > f * ^ r « assault . Mr. Reynoldt. a It mamed aad 
j S £ S r % 2 S ^ K £ ! S i * S ^ W» SMrtL.He WM tt«. has three chUdna. He face* nly 
' d S ^ f t e S a ^ S m ^ f t S S ; iSK^i «»»«»«>»•» l«U " d fined, write* eandldatet m hi. Ud loTi 

• " ' t C t o ^ Y a t o l « M ^ ^ 2 S S » s ^ M « « » « P P ~ « * » i l ^ c o o v i c t i t » . second term reprcsenung tht Second 
" Z ^ ^ ' ^ ^ i ^ ^ X S ^ ^ k ^ ^ * P"** e»Mln»aa A*a r Cengremanal Olsinet. whkh tales 
' Sai I S i l d ^ r e b n ^ t S ^ S S H « ^ « » ^ Republics had in (Ucago-. South Side end tome 
_ . ™ . w w j ^ m ^ M _ « p u b l l e i , f t l | ? g > J n^,, u, nominate another . touthem wburta. 

- .̂candidate, but. because the eleaion 
te* wetWeoon would eat offer one. Since ten.- the WUtt Boot 

'" at least half a don 
usually wtth grevpt ef 

• so — clergy from Ug 
hteone tyaagogue*. 

_ as, tcademn. rdigieu* 
Journaims and othen. ite political 

. .yiewi of Uw Preodenri guests' have 

Ite Democratic tneuiabent. Win. 
tun Bryant, is seeking a 
term. 



Aii the news that's fit to spin 
Media's zeal to put a political twist on 
all coverage of government ill serves 
the public 

LOS ANGELES- The editor's note In Samnlay's New 
Yorfe Times was a doozy, a classic example of bow poU­
tics colon everything In Washingtoo, even the tads. 

In a front-page story Friday on the dime bin, the 
Tones reponed that the president was "anxious" to sign 
the bill "whkh represents one of the few major promises 
he made as a candidate ih 1992 that he has been able to 
turn Into law." 

On Saturday, on the bottom (rf Page 1 just bdow the 
correction of the surname of a Harvard law professor 
and the misidentttcation of an executive as Michael, not 
Mark, the Times admits that its characterizatioo of the 
president's record was "overty broad." 

It goes on to acknowledge that "a number of Initiatives 
have been passed" and lists "some of the moa Impor­
tant" — delldt reduction, the North American Free 

Trade Agreement, abortion 
mnn—Hnfc the Brady bill 
aad nadonal service. 

This is a littie more serious 
than getting a law professor's 
name wiou£ 

In polidcs, when you're up, 
you can do no wrong, and 
when you're down, you can 
do nothing right Hie politics 
of the moment is the las 
through which everything is 
analyzed and presented. 

Ifs easy to get good press 
when you're doing well be­
cause every story is about 
what a genius yoa are. Even 
bad bumps can get cushioned 
when the press likes you. 
They bought Bill Ointon as 

the "Comeback Kid" in New Hampshire. The press liked 
Mrn then. 

But when you're down, every minor misstep is "anoth­
er sedback" for an embattled administnuioQ. More bad 
news, it's called. Just ask George Bush during the last 
year of his term, when nothing wem right anymore. Bet­
ter yet, ask Dan Quayle about potatoes. 

What*s woree, even a victory when you're down can 
get played as part of a patten of failure. Even if the fads 
get in the way. Even if, whatever the problem, ifs not 
your legislative record. 

That's the sin of the Times, one of America's best pa­
pers, in this case. It's bad eno-jgh ts give victoiy the smell 
dr defeat. Ifs even worse to rewrite the fads to do it 

A shot at the president has become such an accepted 
part of any story — even a stoiy about an administration 

•-'"ir a'^^SZZX \ 

V V ^1 

AP 

victory — that no one even 
noticed that this time, they 
got the shot wrong. Thafs 
why they had to apologize. 

Two things determine 
whether you're up or down: 

First, and foremost poll 
numbers. Poll numbers 
arent Just their own stay, 
they are in every story. They 
are the story line, constantly 
measured, enforcing short' 
term vision. 

The second is what the 
elite press and the establish­
ment think of you: whether 
they think you're better or 
worse than your numbers. 

President Ointon's num-
bersaresofo— about where 
they've been for much of his presidency. The turn 

umented. The result is stories like the one in Th* New 
Yorfe Times. 

The press is entitled to its opinion about the adminis­
tration; we all are. But we don't need to bear oun, much 
less theirs, in every story we read. Opinions belong ta the 
columns, on pages like this, or on the talk shows; not on 
Page One or on the evening TV news. 

The truth is that most Americans dont really care 
very much what the press thinks of the president Most 
Americans dont think much of the press. And they'd 
rather, rightly, make their own judgments about Iheir 
president 

When you read a Ftege One story, you're looking to Ind 
out what happened. Total objectivity is no doubt a fit 
context is inevitable; but some self-control is 

CLINTON: Have meda 
been unfairly ping on? 

This is not about the press's right to know, or to invesb-
^te. This is about its right to warp the fads and color the 
news to reflect the prevailing political view. 

At the very least, buyer beware. Editor's Notes like last 
Saturday's should remind everyone that Just because ifs 
in black and white doesnt mean if s so, and that coverage 
of the president owes as much to how he's doing as to 
what he's doing. 

If Congress passes health-care reform, the crime HH 
may well be seen as the first step in the president's most 
recent rehabilitation. Hindsight can readjust the spin. But 
winning on health care is more «tiM«nit if winning on 
crime is made to count for less. How you're doing deter­
mines what you can da Images geL Opinions can become 
facts. Political coverage can easily be a self-fulfilling 
prophecy; it can even make lies come true. 

OOUNfERKNNIS1 tour ookimsts provide views from tfvwit 
porspecdvas on today's issues. Mondkya: Tony Snow. Tueadeyc 
Mfctaei Gartner. Wedneedeya: Linda Chavez. Ttandqrs Suun 
Esfrtcfi 
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E. J. Dionne Jn 

Bill & Dan & MuirJ>hy Brbwn 
Wli*. yuu night re«aaiUr mk. t k n d i m t a r U m t b B m m f o r U t f b a b v f a Wliy. yuu mighl re«aaiUr «k. 

•ere Iwo polilircua—IVnkkBl On­
ion and former vice prcaSdeal DM 
Quaylr—leclurbg ihe nation lui week 
on U* honors of out-of-wedlodi berths? 
Isn't it tht jub ol preaclters and priests 
and rabbis and parent* to tay, ts QB-
lon did. Out "you shouldn't tuve s baby 
bcloic you'ie ready and yoa ifaouUat 
hive a baby when you're nol nunfef? 
Do we need a pofiddan Ue Quqte lo 
tell ua that-U't anpofUnl for blben to 
be Involved in nisinf their tOktaT 

There are pleaty ol cynical emltaa-
Uons (or why Oimon and Quayle did 
the laniily values" number b*t week. 
CUnton. it is said, it detpeiale (or aosw 
new isue* and wants to sound Hke • 
"New Democrat" ifan by facuifaii ike 
a bier beam on those Ined^nj-true 
value* cf comraimitv, opportunity and 
icsponsibiliiy. The best ^leedi of hi* 
tenn so Ur wu his address to t (roup 
ol bUdi miiustert in Memphis ktt year 
in which he also preadied on these 
Ihemes. What better way to let out of 
t deep hnle than by Uyinf Memphi* 07 

At (or Quayle. he want* lo be preat-
dent and see* Ihe religioii* light it a 
prime constkuency. especially since 
(onner education secreury BiD Ben­
nett—a favorite d idigiou* contma-
tives-hat deckled not to na in 199& 
The whole world knows Uut Quayle 
cauard a huge tudtut in 1992 whea he 
went alter the Candice Bergen tdevi-

A n d m t e r 
b« a baby ool cd 
proceta, he endeared U 

fark*^ 
ia the 

KtODMy* 
coosejvtliva. 

Quajrle. who b by oo mm* u t 
at M nngr mr be b. knew perftdly 
wtfl IM kfaapbr Brown 0 wotid get 
lou ct tttentioa So. te ftv* W* new Meattak So te gtv* M* new 

«f theoM weeSand got a 
U hettfaf C m Ted 
teCouric 

Theae e»rltnallnna tie true aa t 
they vx But they don't get at fait 
k k that out-ai-wedock broa I 

brie 

i • paiikal tawe. Where C M C B 
tad Quayt* tgne. and where both an 
right. It oa the pn 

ia4BBlSaat|«t 
bv Ite dedbe ki ite (roportioa cl 
ckkea ban tt tenHn hi wkfefc • 
bther md mote ue praeal ond hwi 
•ado nan • fMibt oamkmMl 
to eacfe other. H you can aboat po*e>̂  
tr. Ite well bring cf dAken. aacbi 
luttioe n d e^aktr. y « h m to are 
kboul Ite awe tt Aaafcaa fndb*. 

I t e oo^t n t te a oTiralrd 
pnpotkloo. The (act b that nWog 
cWMrai b n tewaoctr thaMoawm-
hu oednvor. Stade ponat* have a 
ta^Mr tkae ol k ttm mmkd parenU 
do ia breapart becaete on* pensa ku 
eactly teki* potertU tkae avafebb 
lhat two peopb ikx r^chaiogkaly, a 

Ud b obvfeMtr tenor d l kaowbg that 
be or * e b bvortiot cneugh that both 
a biter nd • nolter aio wiBof to te 
there. What happen to your irate «f 
•df-wmth V iow biter m j r ditip-
pean? Bvn dakkta whoee paienb db 
prcmitindr tew th* uenrily d know-
kg lhat the departed para* dkhrt 
wakaway. 

Sea. Daoid Patrick Uoydhn. to hb 
eadurkv emit, tried to auke these 
tedc pofati dMtt 30 yeon aga Ho 
•rguedttet the ibe h) Ite aanber d 
cfaiUrea bekig nbed without bther* 
would tew a demutha (odd knpact 
He waspOoried by nay. mostly Hier-
ab, who Hid te wn tbrntai the 
dctteT of poverty, b bet te wt* 
lirfai to fen b* efct eodd te dno 
to atop Ite weed 4 jomtr nd 
redace to IdL 

Nov. M d ftenb mm wflbl to 
accept Uoydhn't pokd. Ghfcrt 
bace d Ite O M d rcamc^ tte 
bady-faa dU io bag bdon h* m 
for pnddnl-b • d n Itellkb b e n 
baue wher* M n j right. 
andDeaocnt.BdgMaaBe 

By4>e*kb4<Mlfaritebady< 

d* are oodmnbg Ite d n 
•odd puiHiaii canot te odwd hr 
»maa>e>tacboadoaa.That.bhn. 
ktdt to a nddtakba d tte goven-
ment'i rob. b maay baltncrt. ite 
•omBmnt'a Job b antMo caUbU 

i lo n d with tvuy aa-
pad d • pnhbn hot lo cmlr cendi-
tbos h which bodba and neighbor, 
boodt ir* b * straager position to 
•dw ptnNfmi ihriwiHytt. Fwraly 
kave bw» (oppa*ri. by tbe way, by 
BBcy cuuteiv stives) dw parent* a 
duooo to do Iheir Job* tetltr. I te 
aabooslinvketatjpaiaCtelonUdtrd 
df jntoKhr ndiodba a BOUM that 
aneraUwi tdk abort n wuch-tto 

I lo' 

Dan Qaqrb tdM* i 
b tbe dtered debate, and k'l true that 
Baa* d wtdtQuQh add bthxMur-
pfay Brewa ipeecb isade *•» A Bul 
M m Quayb b cnoobed. k i worth 

[wtetltepoitkdprtiidthe 

ftrl far •ton. 

' I d i n a l 
n n to c t Itenciib n the adw 

> d1l«-Ideas. pretunablybeK 
Itey teuiht k n * wro* to 

I i s n d nyt nd wen 
Etbed ¥ ttet horrid 
d l h * 19601. Qutyb 

Aot at the 
b bat week't ^Mdb, 

« f i * « ttet I te dia b pHtkuw did 

•r . 

wrngbAowrfca.-
; Wel. ekay: I te feft* ate ikkmlr 

wroog, n / m n S c n b - l t e u i h few­
er nd inrcr—tew beea tdudaalto 
accept ttet private behivior, especbly 
whn k invdws cUUiuu don hiw 
•odaioonequence*. 

Bd Ite Repulfanr vduea Ut 
Ued b 1992 becaae on Ihese teuet. 
B M I peeffc dn't Oa hadring or td -
tue wart* or ibe pntean Out one 
pditkd puty hu • maoodr oo bmB-
krivktn. Ftopfe mUdddi Ihd k* 
wrong to tew kkb ool d wedbek nd 
diBitd far Mamte boon, who 
bought a ddd fato the worid utter 
Ihn tew n abortbo. Quqto fanto 
that hb pdot wa* not to atudc dngb 
Bwtben. odr to emphaibe the kopor-
ban d fatten.* ft* he gat fato trou-
tb teant anqr oddde Ite V t o f 
dkbt md hb auitacgt ttet mar • 
• So bf* tew a tan. Qedk both 
Quayb nd CSnla far being right 
about Ite intact f n * . Admowiedge 
Iter adlter Quayb nor Oinioe nor 
nyone d n te* COM ap a*h • mtglr 
cure far teafly diiintotlna, Go to aorii 
lo flgim eel then ladled thkic* gov-
cnaanl c n do lo itnafltea Ite Uut-
b- Adnk ttet both emndc dmon-
dnonndlteiaoaldbwtealfactite 
wdteaig d hkk Aad Hop prebadbi 
that our pottkalopponeala area 
knivc* or beakt. On tbeae ba 
tOteetteougbagbanteUy. 



Column 

MARY McGRORY 

Catholics, Democrats and Abortion 

T
beCM^totmkachiDboDarot 
CcgoBmoi.MifinterBa . 
Rcaa eater wbo nt eontaatty 

• hot water villi tbe lutiaiiiiy. trtmrd 
the very place tD caanctt afaoot tbe 
Cairo cotmiotuo ever afaoroao. Hutu, 
aad ***** <iaeimnt̂  Pwiiia 
a»hla. a ferveot idnartr nd looftose 

that *tlat htt ben t hart week far 
yiuaiettn«ratlinlirt*wMireetedwith 

• to waft away tag the 
cFatxy'ttaaaata. 

-neVtticn did not talk tcttyn . 
Ckvo. and knmeda k« nek. la the 
otddrrs. that wooid have tetCathohc 
nibcianloqnfcTnf Mftnhlri. who 
kveaaanetlnucBtltanore 
iMriyhbof hood—TitooD ied cgi,* ifae 

ikahffattolBciipM'thc • 
Coaderaace n Popolitnaaad 
Dnelopnnt. feekag it bat ̂ robbed ttie 
worid oi a avotficaat eppornnty to 
debate aad pin tbe ttatot at womea 
wand tbe world.* 

Sbe artoet that u ecooooac 

i to op. the birth tate ton down. 
Ate the Catholic vote Ti targer thaa a 
tatie one.* Onefooth the Ctttebc 
onaoer* ctf the Sente. and oooteRh 
ct Catholic nenbert et tte Heoae lavor 

Hoc eves Rcpnfafacn Nitionl 
CoBBBBtsee Chiinsas Hiker Bntoor. 

i Hist tbe ooUiuoD wtth the 
m u t e d bf n 

atackoaVkc 
another Biil ia tfas viMr 
DestocnCK cotto in 
media traktet. he 
Catholics were feekag pot n n ty tte 
atOKderical roaaika of Snfon 
GtnualioyotiyaEldtn tetvattr.ri 
no opouoo aboot any favenUt tthnt 
fromCaaoLHeknowtihattheCOPhs V 
to firht so sotumntB f i e . 

AadhekaowattetwAoMitrn 
wkk the Catbobc 

atatitec 
Catbobc* hope thai S O M wacta«e in 
nrdopposaioBtobirtfac 

totftp* 
PanlVTslVeti — 
Vtee-iawtektec 

AFesttalk^Bway 
athtipdecteen •LTbt 
dnrch. atan of tte ttUofi said, tsd 
lott k* powern tbortin ky ** a 

cnth n kit teck ft^a. I 
him far oot eaqteaoBf wta te te* 
dooe to. bdp tte fatpjly. Aa tte apohe. at 
eoane. Omtan was in New Orient 
mveghmg ifnatt in-oatkal an ad 

He it io trooble with tte Catteic 
vote.'ne n n . tot k teTt om-
aboraoo. He nenltate tee to 
eiphm what we faaveOoaa oa gtai . 
coatrol ia the 08aa4iB *ad oAnocteol 
pngnm tbat help Ite conDBtey. 
People want to heeftfae ertioahnaat 
cere valaes in pafabepeiiey. 
• Instead ethnpamirhtniarondn* 
freneoc schedule, he aeedt lo an hit 
cdfice to create a toaal movemes.* 

For tone people, tte idea cttO 
Omton preaching nerakty ia as 
ludicrous a* n would be (or tea in 
speecnet aa a nenster at MafBMa. Bat 
ptcsaleots matt pceach^tte bdly 
poipA tmca with theiob^^od hennt. 
aaoout Demoaata tay. net eeocade his 
right to talk aboot everyday monl 

Tltsotv. S^rTPml3.1W4Tlttl,*g^^lCT^^^P0^^ 
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In America 
BOB HERBERT 

A Season 
Of 

Service 
Think ol it ai an anudou lo cvni-

cum. a wieetion ol Ihe rampam «tll-
j-'Oneis ihai managed sommow 10 
become (athionable in ihe l lWa. 
Think ol II ai a mum lo ihe cin-do 
»pim ol ihe SO i and M i wt** larfe 
numbers ol Americana believed il 
"at possible 10 Iind remedies for 
violence and miunice. (or poverty 
and ignorance, for ihe buffoonery and 
corrupnon of politicians, and for ihe 
""•olesale dearadainn ol the enmran-
meni.-

' I challenge a new aeneranon of 
young Amencans 10 a season of serv-
ice " said Bill Climon in ms inaugural 
iddress. There is so mucn to be done 
- mtweh. indeed, for millions of oth­
ers wno ure snll young in spini 10 
give of ihemselves in service, loo.-

<>> Sept. 12. amid elaborate cere­
monies planned for the South lawn ot 
ihe While House, the Presatent's na­
tional service program will get fully 
•""•er way. H i called AmenCoips 

Patriotism rolls 
up its sleeves 

for AmeriCorps. 

j ie Irom Ihe Umversuv ol Kansas, is 
leacmns Frencn ai a puonc scnool in 
•Mt Mississippi Delia. Leo Nesron. 
-A no erew up in a tuugn neienbornooo 
in Chicago, is leaching consiruciion 
skills 10 leen-aaers.' Laura Sullivan, 
who grew up in a wealthy suburb in 
Massachusetts, has |oinea a program 
in Ballimore thai provides assistance 
io poor women wno want io start their 
own bunnessei. 

"We have a lot of domesiic prob­
lems mat need creative answers." 
Ms. Sullivan said. "And I wanted io 
get lo know the neighborhoods In the 
inner cities, ralher than jusl living in 
the ivory.tower of a college communi. 
iy. " 

She referred lo fnends , who are 
serving m ihe military and said: 
"They are defending ua mtemiuonal-
ly. I feel strongly mat there should be 
a force of young people lhat are kind 
of defending us domestically." 

Besides providing assistance io 
many worthwhile organuaiiona. 
AmeriCorps is a way lor young peo­
ple to see a vanety of fellow Ameri­
cans up close and personal, ihe way 

:nev rrallv ire. wunoul the oistnrtini: 
Mher oi ihe booo tube. Ii's a wav in 
;ct bevono ihe siereoivpes oi inua-
• •mn comeav ana ;he local ncu-s 

Whenever nossiole." <aid Eli Sc-
fal. thirl chaoerone for this nooir 
i-ifon. we want vounasiers from ail- • 
lerem aeograpmc areas, irom oiffer. 
rm races and ethnic urouns and from 
Jiffermi economic backsrounos hi 
pilch in and work together." 

Mr. ScgaL an assistant to ihe Presi­
dent, is ihe chief executive ol .ihe 
Corpofamn for National Service. He 
expects tu have .20.000 AmeriCorps 
enlisiees spread out across the coun­
try by ihe end of the year. "And if II 
works." he said, "we could have 
100.000 bv the end of IWS." 

I have always believed that nation­
al service should be compulsory Ev­
ery American should serve iwo years • 
in some militarv or civilian capacity. 
There should be more io pamoiism 
ihan smamg The Star-Spangled 
Banner" at a ball game, or rooung 
ilrom ihe comfon „of our living 
roomi i lor ihe Amencan leam lo win 
.i naimiajlv televised war. 

AmerlCurps is a start. 

and it's described at a domestic ver- 1 
sum of the Peace Corps. Its scope is •. 
less ihan | would have wished, but 
more than we ve come to expect from 
a soenooliucal environment lhat 
over the past decade and a half haa 
been poisoned by greed, a collapse el 
ideals and contempt lor the oW-fash-
'oned notion ol brnherhood. 

In that environ mem. we were i r v 
io choose between ihe national values 
espoused bv Dr Manm Lulher Km* 
Jr. ami those currenily embraced by • 
Representative Newi Gingnch. We 
opted for Mr. Gingrich's. 

The President s. nauonal service 
program is a modest step in Dr. 

. King s direction. 
Under the program, several thou, 

sand young Amencans from all kinds 
o' backgrounds will offer iheir serv-
ices io orgtnixaitons wonting on 
problems related lo education, public 
safety, social services and the envi-
ronment For a two-year commit­
ment, the parncipanis will be paid 

; Ji0,i«y"r , n a *"" rrt«,v« • ««*« 
of ll.tto Ki.723 , ve in Ihal can be 
used for college or graduate scliool 
"ipenses. 

The nroDram will reach ;niouitian 
'unurban and rural Amenea. Pans 

« have alrradv sianed. Young men 
•md women are helping to restore 
wildlife habitats, conducting child­
hood immunitatton omeramt. escon-
- i : rmirtrrn unn me eiuerlv 'nrouan 

' '" • : ' "'•' "-isnBnrnnous. 
.•'unsci.ne "rue aousers. orosiaing 
preventive health services and im- ' ' 
provm. neeiected piavgrounds. 
parks ano wenands. 

Tiffanv T,dwell, an Honors tradu-
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JONATHAN YARDLEY 

The Media's Marked Man 

N o one who watches the network news with 
any reguianty can possibly have been 
surpnseo by the accusation, made last week 

by a self-styled watchdog group called the Center for 
Media and Public Aflairs. that television reports 
about Bill Clmion are routinely biased against him. 
According to the center's director. Robert Lichter. 
Clinton has "had tne misfortune'of being president at 
the dawning ol an age that combines attack-dog 
jnunuliwn with tabloid newv" No doubt tbat is true. 

• but there is still more to the story. • 
Why is it that the news media are ao hostile to BiO 

Omton, so remorselessly cynical about his every 
word and deed that he is mvariabiy described as a 
failure? To be sure, his wocFttet have been 
relatively lew. but even these hm been reported not 
as hnuted victories but at barely avoided calamities. 
What a it about Clintoa, ar about the meda. that 

Certainty i substantial part at the ê rfmatiao bet 
ia Clinton himself. Through no fault ot his own he 
speak' j t Southern accer.t, -vhicfa many AmericAa' 
still npard as prnriu-Teevxieni-eotiniboabty. In 
hit ranning shorts he hu the lookol a bfanpaee.mg 
a safe i.:""-"'̂ . an image the press delights in 
datemuutiog. He has the unfonunate inability to 
dittinguuh at Ames between truth and a 
shottconung with which even the moat tolesaat 
tmoog us eventually lose patience. He make* 
Hamlet, or Adbi Steveaaon, Mem decane. 

But the best at presidents cone eQtBpped with 
hnperieaiup*. Why it it that Omtoo's. whether real 
or fuded. are derided and lampooned all out of 
proportioo to their actual peitinenue to the task of 
goveitiiug? Herewith, a couple cf phnitihte 

The fim is that the press is not merely liberal, it is 
abo hopelessly romantic. Forget aO than images of 
tough-guy reponen with green eye shades aad 
cigarette butts. The media, most partkaiariy the 
Washington roedu. have never gotten over John 
FitzgeraJd Kennedy. He made reporten aad 
columnists feel important—never mind that be wa*. 
spmmng them within an mcfa of their Uvea nd be ' 
was a figure ot surpassing glamour. One does well at 
this remove to recall the dfthytambir laiimiltliuu* 
with which his assassmation was greeted by tbe 
Washington press corps: it was mourning not n 
much a president as a man with whom it had tallen io 
love. 

Consider, then, that the only two Democrat* 
elected president since tbe fall of Kennedy'* chosen 
heir. Lyndon Johnson, were men who ebon to nm as 
Kennedys manque. Jimmy Carter styled his hairdo 
and his smile after JFK: BOI Ointan styled his 
manner and his rhetoric after JFK. No Amencans 
were more eager to bebeve these fictions than those 
who work in the press, seeing as they did in Carter 
and then Clinton men whose elecbon would 
accomplish the Restoritioh. bringing Camelot back 
to life and giving the press a friend in the White 
House.. 

It didn't work out that way. As is inevitably the 
case, fiction turned out to be . . . fiction. Within 
weeks tf not days of their inaugurations. Carter and 
Clinton were str.pped of such glamour as they 
possessed and revealed by an embittered press as 
traitors to its own napes and dreams. With the fury 

that only tbe scomed can muster, the press tmed 
on Carter and Ointon. its ideological allies, with a 
venom far surpassing any n lavished upon Ronald 
Reagan or George Bush, its ideological oppenes. 

If Cbntoo can't be Kennedy—let's forget for the 
moment that the Kennedy presidency was no model 
of accompbshmem—then the press isn't about to let 
him get away wnh preteodmg to be. HeO hath no furv 
like • journalist whose illusions and longings have 
been bared and betrayed. Hence we have the 
unseemly spectacle of grown men and women 
aasaihng Cbntn with all the bhod. naoooal aner of 
jiked teengen. 

Add to Ihis the aeoond extfeaatno. wfaidi«ttet 
the present danate m wtuch the press operates ' 
eiatiuisgn penoosl and nperficisl aanult opofr 
public figures nther than dzmcal exammttno of 
their actnsl ccriuiuitiiue. Writing in » »u.ii.tMy 
mood in tte Wall Street Joanal last week. 
Christopher Wood, who it mianrng to Britaa after a 
(tint as New York cornspondem for the Ecosmnt. 
aaid of tte Wcvl̂ gton-New York PTCSK *Mny 
jurssHsr,' eyes glare over at the fim hint r«* . 
technicality. "DM ti the by-nowfarailar world of 
p ŝs cove rapt by sound-bite." Whetl-cr Wood is 
correi.: r ireinni> that ths is why 'ne press bas not 
pursued Whitewater en masse is debatable, hot there 
on te no qoesooo that tbe aound-bite cainne 
encourages journalam by nfleaxa ste body 
language rather ttanjnnrTOhrn by nqmrytat 

If s a lot easier to make ipon of Ointan tten to 
look deeply into his action and pabdes. Watch m 
evenmg news broadcast, and you not help hot te 
astonithed by tte number and variety of ways in .. 
which reporters and sncten atte cuutey ihdr 
dinpprovsl or contempt for Omton. Not coonli* •- : 

conments fcrru o-ws sources of avowed 
patnsanahip. last weex's study repaid nearly 75 
percent of evahiadons of Oimon tc tte three 
naw»v i gew.' rroguai i.t negative—* figne n 
gran as slfaost to defy comprehension. Then, after 
aU. are alleged to be "objective-and-tmbuaeir news 
programs, not ptnrl itivuteon or editorials; yet far 
aHottenta and ptspoaea the evening newt a now an 
attack dog gnawiug «wty st the president. 

If s eaaer to sspe tten to investigate, h abo. in 
today's donate, may be more profitable. For tte 
high-profile joumaJist in Washmgwo or New Yatk. 
tte. ticket to success now it not diligent reportage 
but aobemsking of the sort ttet opens ops seat eo 
one of tte gang shows masquerading as pohtical 
commentary. Pugnadty b the order of tte 
jourasbstic hour. Thu hu notteig to do with the 
"adversariaT role of the press uenviSMned by the 
bke* of Jefferson and Mencken, and everythtog te do 
with tte adf-aggnndiang careerbm of jauraateta in 
search of fane and wealth. 

Ttet BiD Ointon bn't exactly B'ghtmg np tte 
scoreboard b inetemL If it b hb "mistotnne* to te 
at tte right place in the wrong time, thb ba't Joet 
because tuch standards as journalism once swore bv 
have been tabloidized It's abo because big-time 
journabsm has gotten fat. bxy and self-serving. read\-
to pounce on anyone when humikatin can pay 
dividends for than leading the assault. If the 
handiest target happens to be an ersau Saint Jack, all 
the better. 

.ypisr.'utv* 
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Presidential Scholars Grow Q itical 
Of Clinton's Performance in Office 

Bv David S. broder 
tt**t«*1<w t ^e i N i l * * n r * - r 

NEW YORK. Sept. 3—When 
Charles 0. Jones saw the TV clip oi 
BiO Clinton pounoin; Lie lectern so 
hard at a health care rally that the seal 
oi the president clattered to the 
ground, he took it as a sign that Clin­
ton is sull campaigning so much he 
has yet to move into the constitutiooal • 
office to which he was elected. 

Alter recounting the anecdote. 
Jones; a Umvemry of Wisoonsin pro­
fessor and president of the Amencan 
Political Science Assocation. told an 
APSA panel here this weekend that 
in a real sense. Clinton "has yet to 
form his presidency." 

"Same verdict as last year." said 
Princeton's Fre i r . ' -nwteia. T h e 
j»-y is still out." 

But the jury -f J'. idcrrnc expe.ts 
on the presidency increasingly 
critical of Clinton, complaining of a 
lack of focus m his agenoa and a lack 
of seriousness in his stewardship of 
government. 

Some are drawing larger lessons, 
arguag that Clinton's problems sug­
gest that tbe "rhetorical presidency." 

onented in mnbilwne public nomion 
to move the levers oi power in Wash­
ington, mav have t nded with the Cold 
War and the disaw-rarance of the per­
petual ensis memaiitv it engendered. 

The APSA was lounded by Wood-
row Wilson and academics in this field 
retain a tradition nf favoring liberal, 
activist preskJenL-; like Clinton. But 
most of their juflrmerts on Clinton 
were unflattering. 

Arthur M. Schlesinger Jr.. the his­
torian and onetime aide to President 
John F. Kennedy, described Clin­
ton's free-form White House as 
•government by bull session." 

He said that the presidi nt. "suffer­
ing from the dehismn that he can car­
ry Florida in 1996." has given Cuban 
Americans more control over foreign 
,.;licy than any domestic interest 
&i> ip has exercised "since .hu Cjva 
l^hv in the 1950s." The 'ole of the 
Congressional Black Cauciu r shin­
ing Haiti policy is an equally "otranwu 
development," he said. 

Clinton's own traits work against 
his success, some of the professor* 
suggested. Greenstetn said Clinton's 
'almost unnatural energv, optimism 
and ebullience" are rrr'ttfi't1^ with "Ma 

extrabrdinarv lack of self-diwiolinr." 
The result, he said, is that ior Clinton. 
"The phrase White House organua-
tion is almost an oxymoron." 

Taking a more upbeat view. Nelson 
Polsby oi the Universitv of California 
at Berkeley argued that Clinton has 
changed the agenda in Washington as 
much as President Ronald Reagan did 
in his fim two yean and has enjoyed 
greater success with Congress' than 
the ptess and pubbc acknowledge. 

But Polsby also blamed Clinton lor 
"the unprecedented turmoil in the four 
great departments of government. 
Sute. Defense. Treasury and Justice." 
saying that the personnel upheavals 
and polity reverses indicate that "thr. 
president made .l.nse appointments 
simply on t'.ie basis ol Miat he thought 
- T t tne proper politicii ;ti:rna and 

' did not ask if they could do ihe ph." 
Clinton got higher marks Irom 

two female protessors •••t-.o com-
uUinH Uut >•« panel, on his presi­
dency Wwie vtrtuuiy monopoliied by 
men. Beverly Kahn of Fairfield Uni­
versity said there was insufficient at­
tention to "the emphasis on commu­
nity and dtnenship and aftniism in 

8 M CUNTON. A IL Co l l 

Female Academics Give President 
High Marks for Agenda's Emphasis 

CUNTON. Vnm AIO 

the Clinton agenda." an approach she 
said appealed to women's values but 
was resisted by the largely male 
Washington power structure. 

Barban Sinclair of the Umveraty 
of Califonua-Riverside said. "Clinton is 
trying to teach the country that free­
dom is meaningless without the secu­
rity the community and the sute can 
provide. You re not free if you can't 
change jobs without losing health in­
surance or you can't go to the 7-Elev-
en without being mugged." • 

Clinton, in the view of virtually all 
the academics, is using the "outsid­
er" approach to the presidency, as 
did Reagan and President Jimmy 
Carter. "His answer, to govermng." 
said George C. Edwards III of Texas 
A & M . "is the perpetual campaign." 

The tactic is natural for a man who 
surted in Arkansas politics as an ai-
tomey general and governor with only 
a two-year term. Edwaros said, l l was 
remlorced hv constant need to expand 
ihe pouuiar oav m support lor his am-
buious K-gislanve. program. "What i-
iroiiic. said Edwards, "is that a presi­
dent who seems so skilled has had 

great difficulty getting public sup­
port." With the notable exception of 
NAFTA, none of Clinton's exercises 
in public persuasion have had the ef­
fect he hoped for. and he has been 
forced to wheet-and-deal for squeaker 
victories on Capitol HiS. 

Edwards and some others put the 
blame on Clinton's lack of "a focused 
message." But the view that drew 
more attention here was the argu­
ment that tune ha* run out on that 
kind of "public presidency." 
.. The presidency, has lost its great 
prop of popularity, the Cold War." 
Cornell's Theodore J. Lowt argued, 
and without that, every domestic fight 
a president ukes on is likely to erode 
his public support, by alienating some 
constituency group. 

Clinton s problem in pursuing "the 
rhetorical presidency" is heightened, 
several scholars said, bv the huge 
budget deficits he mhented from the 
Keagan-Bush era. whic.1- limit his 
ability to pay for programs that 
measure up to his .own de>ciipiions 
oi the nation s net-ds. He also inher­
ited a political culture whm- words 
like "bureaucracy." "taxes' and "gov­
ernment" carry huge negative over- . 

tones, said Michael Rogin of the Uni­
versity of Calif ornia at Berkeley. 

The Reagan legacy creates a basic 
political ^Uemma for Clmton. some of 
the professors said. His core support. 
Edwards said, haa come from tradi­
tional Democrats—older New Deal-
e n . mmorities. labor uroonatt and tib-
erals—who hoped Clinton would fulfill 
the promise to "reverse the economic 
policies of the Eighties." 

But he also campaigned as a "New 
Democrat.* ready to produce leaner, 
smaller government and "end wel­
fare as we know it." The public re­
mains confused about his real goal. 
Edwards said, so he gets little credit 
when Congress acts on either of 
those agendas. 

Stephen Skowronek of Yale argued 
that Clinton's effort to encourage 
"New Democms" are like President 
Dwight Eisenhower s struggles to 
populariie "modem Republicanism* in 
(he Fifties. 

Just as Eisenhower's historical roll? 
was to retonctle Republicans in the 
legacy of the New Ileal, l luiton s ts m 
ri-concilc Lleiimtnls iu the allen-il' 
public psychology and the budgeury 
restraints of the Reagan-Hush era. 



perecnt of the population is Roman Catholic, and far fewer 
an Muslim. Pope John Paul II vititod in 1989. bul Zinanga 
who. like Mugabe, is Catholic uid his visit had no 

impact on the familv-planiimg pvugiajn. 
"Religion is not some thug people are crazy about.* 

ho said. "There's a lot of Catholics, slier church, they 
go and get their tubes tied or pick up'their pills.* 

Local Catholic leaders hope to change that They issued 
a letter to clergy last week deoouocing tbe Cairo 
coBfennee as an "assault on the integrity of the 
family" a*** demaAding tbat the govetnment fight 
"eoRosive foreign influeacos and ideologies.* 

Bd Father Oakar Wenalar, spokaaman for tbe Zimbabwe 
Catholic Bishops' Conference, eoooedes that he's fighting 
s looog battle. Birth control "haa been largely aoeopcad 
by large parts of the population,* he said. "I must be 
honest. It ii very cootrovernal even hem within the 
ebureb.' 

Clinton Gets Little Credit 
for ECOBMUC Recovery fWeshn) 
By James Riaea-

(c) 1994, Los Aageie* Times-
WASHXNOTON Labor Secietaiy Robert B. Reich is 

fruatratcd, and doesnt mind letting off a little steam 
when asked why he thinks bis boss isnl getting credit for 
tbe nation's job-rich recovery. 

Reich cant undentand why Presidenl Clinton's approval 
ratings are stnkiag even while he presides over a robust 
•eooomic turnaround lhat has generated 4.1 million new 
jobs nncc January 1993. What's mom, on his second Labor 
Day in office, the president is ahead ofthe pace Deeded to 
live up to his promise of gcoeraung 
g million jobs in his four-year tenn; that growth has come 
at a lime when inflation remains under control aad the 
federal budget deficit ia plunging. 

"Why isnl be getting credit? You tell me,* Reich 
dmnanrlt, adding. "The negative press coverage of the 
praaideat has bra at the heart of it" 

Indaed, for the Clinton administration, the failure of 
good employment and economic data to provide a pohtical 
tonic for Clinton remains a myitery. It has beea 
especially baffling for a team that won the White Houae on 
Ihe ttmgth of the rally ing cry: "Ifi the economy. 

All summer, as the administntioo hu struggled with 
other nagging problems Whitewater, health ean. Cuba and 
the crime bill 
While House officials have repeatedly been frustnted by 

their inability lo rmphanzc the positive and get the 
public to recognize the president for his economic 
aooompUahmests. 

As a result, Clinton policy-makers now are beginning to 
echo the compltints of their predeocaaors in the Bush 
White Houae aboul newi coverage of the economy 

Ovenhadowed it another factor tbat tome tnalytts 
., ouuide the administntioo suggest may loom larger the 

.* W T •••ted structural problems that are genera ting a 
.. Briif!!"'™? o f "oaeourity tmoog toms Aacricut md can't be 
ma4? 1 P e "' d by lest than two yean worth of positive data. " 

•yji-x!!, ''} fterc u 1 jtiring disconnect between media 
. Vr c < r v B r , 8 e ani the vety fme perfonnance that wc are seeing 

vftom the U.S. economy," uys Laura IMiidrea Tyson. < 
chainnan ofthe Council of Economic Advisen. "I couid go 
down the list of all the sutiftici tbat people normally 
look at ... I could put the num ben from the Clmion 
yean tide-by-tide with the itatisuci from the Bush 
administration, and 1 think t clau of Econ 101 itudents 

would all agree by any objective meawn lhat our 
performance has been fir better.* 

(Begin optional trim) 

To be wre, Clintoa hu gotten lea credit than might 
be expected. While preadeott only infhieno* the eoonomy 
on tbe nurgmi, they still usually receive either credit 
or blame for iu overall performanca. After alt public 
opiaioa momh tbowt, Reagan woo a laadalidt ree loc two 
ia 19M and Bush suffered a humiliating defeat in 1992 
largely based oo voien' perception of thor handling of 
tha ooooooy. 

' !a Clinton's ease, while the eoonooric trends hav* 
generally been good during his tenn. 60 ptroeat of network 
televitmi newt stones about the eoonomy have beta 
neguive. according to a new study by th* Cater fcr Modi* 
ind Public AfTtin. 

"I think it is true that Clinton bant gottea eredh 
for the eoooomy in the media.* iaid Robert Liotear. 
director of the center. "And thtt tnntlatn into Ih* 
{Willie's perception of Clinton's handling of tht eoooooy. 
Ow of the big changes I think we've a m in the Wat 10 
yctn it thtt the medit-gencnied pencptioa of th* 
economy it beginnmg to have t moch bi%ga impeot oo 
people's perception of conditions than ever before.' 

(End optional trim) 
Yet even Tyson acknowledges tbat then may be mon lo 

it than just bad press. The larger ecooocoo treads that 
tie squeezing tome induttriet and types of job* have |*ft 
many unconvinced that tbe White How* hu proved thev 
own penooal outlook. 

While the recovery hu generated milUaM of now job* 
daring the past 19 months, there remtms • eoatnuiag 
decline m wtget and in the overall Amerieaa ataadud of 
Uving. Coupled with the psychological napaet of larg* 
oorponte layoffs on Americans' sentt of job tauiaily. 
tbote trends teem to hive generated anxiety that it 
stubbornly resistaat to the the recovery. 

"It's great thai we have job growth and M H H ^ . J 
it dropping, but we havent done anything u a oooatiy te 
addrett our long-term problems.* said Lawnoo* Mishel. an 
""onomirt tt the Economic Policy Insutute in Wtshmgloo 
and author of the just-published "The Stale of Woridna 
America." . 

"And so the middle-clau squeeze that BOI Clintoa 
railed against and made an issue in the 1992 campaign it 
Mill going on. People ire sull working men far 1MS. 
And on that acore, Clinton bint delivered,* ht nid. 

Mishel documented, for example, thtt US. wafts, 
adjusted for inflation, have nagnated deaptu the 
reoovety. Between 1989 and 1993. median nal wagu feU 
2.6 pereenL There hit been only t link i 

"In the summer of 1994. we tr* jna nnting to 
retura te the levels for family income that we uw before 
the recession in 1989," Mishel uid. 

Tyson agreet and uyt thit the long-term decline in 
living standard! took two decades and cant be reversed in 
one or two yean. 

(Begin optional trim) 

The causei of sugnant wages are buried deep ia Ihe 
engine thai drives growth U.S. productivity. While 
American companies and workers have seen tlwir 
productivity level rise from their 1980s lows, il still hu 
not remraed to the level of the 1960s. Ultimately, Uving 
standards are linked to the nation's ability to tum out 
high quality products tt low prices which is t good 
definition of productivity. 

The income sap between highly educated workers and 



unikilleU Uboren ii I I M continuing to widen under 
Clinton, tncreenng the ienec unoog Amcricmt that the 
benefiti of the recovery an oot being equally thaisd. The 
top 25 percent of American funiliet accounted for 51.3 
percent of total national income in 1992. up from 4S.2 
percent in 1980. 

Reich adcoowiedgea.that trend hat not flowed line* 
Clintoo'i team took over, and it hat played a role in 
creating whit he tenni 
t new "inxiout clatt" of Amehouu. "The notion thtt 
we're cretting t bounty of bod jobt it t myth.' be tiid. 

Moat new jobt ire good jobt. The problem it thit the 
jote thit remain for wotkan without tkillt or with the 
wrong tkiUt are heooming glimmer tod grimmer.' 

(End optional trim) 
Bat whatt wone for the admmitmtion, aa H tearchet 

for wayt to mine political capital from thit year1! 
empioyment ind growth figure*, is thai the beat ooonomie 
newt may already be in the past for Clinton. 

The Fedenl Reaerve Bond's tenet of five mierest rale 
hikes thit year finally teem lo be reining in the 
recovery. And economists fear that Friday's report of a 
slowdown ia job growth in Augusi could be an early sign 
that Clinton will have a hard time matching the 
performance of hit first two yean in office in 199$ and 
1996. While the nation's unemployment rate held study tl 
6.1 perecnt io August, the government repotted thit the 
incrcaae in new jobs wu the tmallcst since Januaiy aad 
well below earlier expectations. 

Labor Wan Hit Home in the 
Pride of the Prairie (Decatur, DL) 
By Donald W. Nawa-

(c) 1994, Lot Angeles Timee-
DECATUR, IU. On this ciiyt northeast side, where 

strip shopping centen give way to smokestacks and 
onrnfields. 22nd Street it Ibe demarcation line for a 
global battle on three fronts. 

Ift where 4,000 woiken 7 percent of the local work 
force have set up picket lines to protest iheir treatment 
by three multinational emptoyen: one Japanete. one 
Bntiah and ooe Amencan. 

Ota this 100<h aauvenaiy of Labor Day, Decatur a 
faming and manuftcmring that calla itul/ ,iy* 
Pride of tht Prairie siaadi u unwitting symbol, and tome 
my victim, of the long aad evolving struggle between big 
hniinrn aad big labor. 

Worfcen are on strike tgiintt Peoria-based Caterpillar 
nd hptnrte nwned Bridgrsmor/Firestone, while their 
mhntlet it A E . SUley Manufacturing Co. a hocne-grown 
coaoern bought aeveral yean ago by the British 
coaglomente Tate A Lyle have been locked out for 14 

Ift t triple joll thit cental Dliaoit town of 90.000 
jutt now recovering from the Wt downsizing and the last 
recettioo doeatt need, and tbe mtemttional economic 
forces at work have triggered tome predictable xenophobia: 
Picket rignt bath both the British and Japaneu. 

The angry pickets and mass demontntions may seem a 
throwback ia aa en of reputedly weak unionism And the 
actual disputes today are leu about wagu than workplace 
changes thtt coipontioot argue must be made to make 
Decana-'i products competitive m today's tough global 
maikets. 

But labor is '"•i»«g a stand in Decatur. 
"It's our solidarity againsi tbem," said Larry 

Solomon, president of United Auto Workers union Local 751. 

wbicb snuek Caterpillar in June. If we fall here, you 
will feel the wavei to California and beyond.' 

(Begin opaooal trim) 

And although Decatur hu t long labor hiauxy, ind t 
memory of bitter strikes, the current straggle.is cresting 
greater oommunity disoord thu mott retidenlt cia 

"Than is i growing polarization,' tud Mayor Eric 
Brechmtz. "Thit it an epic Rruggle in which both sides 
i n dug in tad w* are aiffering aa a reauh." 

Labor opent aty thai what it unfolds^ m Decatw 
mpiuumt t microcosm of the bigger dnna being played 
out by labor and management on * global teak. 

i "It mty be t coincidence yoo hive throe major miku 
involving three multinational oompaaiu ia t^ t m 
town," said Michael LeRoy. kbor profeator st tba 
University of Illinois in Champaign-Utheat. "Bat there mt 
synergies developing between then dispum* 

(End optional trim) 

Tbe overlapping labor actiont have driven union 
solidarity to unusual lengths. Tbe confluence of imertsu 
wu displayed at a recent coalition mcetmg ef aboot 23 , 
members of the tuto, rubber ind piper wotkan unioo. u 
well u trentpoitation and teachen union ofBetala. 

Such meetinga, rare in the past, are held weekly. There 
it talk about media covenge. There is talk about 
fund-raising and helping families nukt nds neel. Anl 
than it talk about court iajuootioaa, dtmoonation nd . 
political sctkm. 

For Decatur, the kbor strife hu ben aboutu weiooaae 
as t prairie tornado. 

The area it just recovering from the devatttliun of At -
'SOs whn reotssion ind foreign eompetitioa •lantiil 
Rust Belt and Decatur lott t third of its factory job* and 
nearly 10 percent of iu population. 

The tread hat reverted itielf in recent yam u the 
city hu a oracled new light manufacturing sad high-tech 
industry. Still, the area's jobless nte stands at about 
7J percent, compared to lets than 6 pereen for all of 
Illinois. And city officials fear that the labor stnft 
will curb hntiwiii expansion and distutde other eeapankt 
fruoi moving here. 

Merehanu uy the dispute* carving a weakly psymtl of 
up lo S3 million out of the economy have ako begun to 
hart hntmrttft "Purohuet of big-ticket bane am being 
put oa hold." taid Ed Maikgnf. manager of the looal 

' Sent ttotc. "Tm cuning back inventory for the ML 
E v a the opening of the Decatur Cekbretiaa. tn tnantl 

tummer festival, wu ditrupird when smkiag werken 
repeatedly iatennpted a speech by Mayor Braofanitz, t . 
stockbroker who unioa memben regard u aab-unioa. 
Brechaitz alao complains that the city's police depaiuuw 
hu been stretched thin by the kbor acuooa. 

Whik many rctidenu are rytnpetbetie lo the wcrfcen, 
other* are perplexed that they would ritk jobs that pay 
$17 an hour, among the area's highest wages. "Some wives 
dont uadenund why their husbands are out tbere," iaid 
Markgnf. 

. A demonnation at SUley in early June retailed in tht 
arrest of 47 onion tupportcn, including t local minuter. 
In another rally, police spreyed the crowd with pepper gu 
to maintain cootrol. 

And there are more demonstn tions to come. At last 
week's joint meeting of leaden from the three unions, the 
union memben talked of their cooccmt aboul being 
arrested in peaceful demonttnuoni. 

Local officiili worry what the unions may have up their 
ilteve for Labor Dsv The unions onlv sav thev plan to 
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Confidence Gap: 
Press Trapped 
In Own Cynicism 

AS A JOURNALIST. 1 havr lo say: 
Thank God (or Conptss. 

Thanks not just (or all those 
latr-night thutrtci and rerbal spitball 
raniests. which make (or pen news 
stones. 

No. thanks for something elsr. As an 
institution. Congms is sultenng such a 

specucular (al| in 
public conlidrmr 
that it has obscured 
an uncomfortable 
(act: The press 
sullehng i similar 
shortfall in public 
confidence. 

The evidrhcr is 
scattrrrd ill anmnd 
for any Jounulisi 
with Ihr slomarh u-
look. When T»»-
Wat: Street Jounvii 

and NBC News decided to ten vu:rrs 
frelings about Presidenl Clinton s trust 
worthiness, they asked Amencans in a 
poll 10 rale ihr honesty of various lead-

'frs and institutions. President Clininn 
didn l tsatm soar: iv. said h> w v>rv 
ur mostly honest Hut th. n m mwla 

did worse. Jim itr. MIK II H v.rv nr 

The Gallup Organualion. which h.is 
been rating public confidence in various 
nauonal institutions for more than 2t) 
yrars. found tn a sunry this year thai 
just 29̂  expressed a great deal or quite 
a lot of conddence in newspapers. That's 
down from Sir, in 1979. Television news 
fared slighily better, but thm's a dark 
cloud around TV's silm lining. Ust 
year. expressed confidencr In tele­
vision news, but this year that dropped 
11 points, the worst plunge of all insti 
•utions in the new poll." Gallup says. 

S IMILARLY. REPUBLICAN poll 
ster Frank Luntr has )usi com 
pleted a broad survey for the Hud 

son Institute and found that confidence 
in the news media fell below confidrntr 
in government. 

Afler gming slightly nauseous over 
this, any lough reporter must of course 
quickly rerovtr his wits and ask incisi­
vely: What s going on? 

cr 

. :nr .in>»rf is :r.jt the sresj is 
nuem ut in a ramnani nave ol national 
rymcism. in wnirh confidence in v.riu-
ally ever.- national institution is aror 
pine. Coneress. o( course, is in even 
worse snape than the press. Gallup finds 
mat |usi IS'", now express a rreat aeal or 
quite a lot of confidence in Conrress. 
down from ir; two decades ago. 

Over ihe same penod of time, conli-
dence in banks and public schools also 
has dropped nearly a percentage 
points, while orgamred religion and the 
Supreme Court have dropped aboul 10 
points. Organued labor and big busi­
ness rate below newspapers. 

(Both the Gallup and LunU research 
produce an intnguing corollary.. The 
institution standing ullrst in public con­
ddence is the tmlltarv. which tops etch 
pofls list. The Climon While House" 
might note lhat ts it seeks allies in its 
efforts to enhance Ifle public credibility 
oUSLESiida-' ~ " 

But journalists owe It to the public 
and to themselves to ask whether then s 
s problem that goes beyond the general 
cynicism about all Instltuboni. There 
probably Is. One factor may be the 
chanfUif nature of the "press" Itself, at 
least as the public pntetvts IL 

IN AN ERA of Gennifer Flowers 
scandals, lou of Americans stem io 
think that the Natkxul Enquirer and 

"Hard Copy" tabkHd TV shows art in 
the tame business is dally newspapers 
and network news dlTtsloos. That tsso-
diUon doesn't mctly boost the credi­
bility of the malnttrtun press. And by 
churning out brtaihlcts uturatlon cov-
trtfe of OJ. Simpson murder proceed 
Inn. TV news dMitoni and newspapers 
only Mur the dlstiiietlons between them­
selves ind the sensational fringes of the 
industry, tddlng to their problems. 

Mr. Luntz. the pollster, offers an­
other theory. He tMnks that as cable 
telensico offers mere Americans the 
chance to witch news events ihem­
selves. they are troubled when thev see 
gaps between what they viewed and 
what they find reported titer. And some 
inalysts will argue the problem is the 
elebrattd "liberal bits" of the press, 

though the thrashing Democrat Bill 
Clinton hu taken is president ought to 
finally debunk that theory. 

A more competlthg theory is ad­
vanced by Kathleen Hall Jamteson of the 
Annenberg School for Communicaiion it 
the Univenity of Pennsylvania She and 
a colleague argue, in t paper to be 
presented this weekend at the American 
Political Science Association annual 
meeting, that the press t i»nii»nrv m 
repon not on the tubstaw nf mihiir 
debaies out on the strategic maneuver­
ing and titacks oi panicipants gener­
ates cvmcism amnp̂  voiers. Thev iearh 
little about content, but ire led io con­
clude that ill players are simply pursu 
ing their own selfish interests. 

Pnrf. Jamiesoo a about to begin 
research on i rented theory: By focus­
ing on stntrgtc ploys nther than sub­
stance, she surmises, ihr press is mak 
ing people cynical about newi organiza-
tions as well as public officials. Wr 
think that people ire responding tu press 
covenge negatively because the press is 
adopting a cynical posture." she says. 

In shon. what we havr here is d 
compelling story line for journalists m 
ponder: Press wounded by lis own 
weapon. 

1* 

s 



On Guard For 163 Years 

RUNAWAY? 
Democrats should be proud to stand with their leader 

P resident BiD Clinton. comes to in orbits of their own) about massive' 
Detroit today to headline a fund- NAFTA-related unemployment have hdd 
raiser for Democratic candidates up about as solidly as, well, the GOP 
on the November ballot in Michi- scaremongering about the budget deal 

gan. At the same time, the president's own Should Demrats flee from the presi-
pollster is counseling Democratic incum- dent's insistence that all Americans have' 
bents to play 19 their own WHW^SSe^MW^A a c c e s s to basic health care?' 
records, rather than their k^fflfirajiML n ^ selection of two excel-
ties to Mr. Clinton or their K _ / ^ » B K ^ ^ ^ f e lent, middle-of-the-road Su-
party, during this year's re- W ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^W^Blm P^1"6 Court justices? His 
election campaigns. ' H & H ^ P ^ Z^N&SU rooder^e-verging-on-con-

The wizardry of political | H H K ^ | ^ ^ H H servative stances on crime 
pollsters and handlers rou- ^ ^ I ^ K p ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ R control and welfare refonn? 
tinely eludes us, so we ask ^^MBpp*»ireji3^BII His efforts to enact sane 
naively: What, precisely, ^ ^ H K ^ ^ ^ « H | firearms regulations that 
should Democratic candi- W ^ D ^ S ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Americans have AemmA** 
dates find objectionable ^ ^ ^ H ^ l ^ r 1 to ensure constitutional 
about the president's perfor- A flHM freedom of choice for woro-
mance? P ^ ^ i J K en, to make the nation more. 

Is it his 1993 budget r J f W A i S I • T w H j n c l u s i v e rather than polar- -
package, which has helped ™™ J i * • ^ o n religious or ideobgi-
strengthen the national Omton: No need to mn -cal grounds? 
economy, reduce the deficit, and bring Certainly Mr. Clinton has had problems 
greater fairness to the tax code? Republican with foreign policy and with reforms of 
lawmakers who last year issued dire campaign finance and government prac­

tices. Has Congress done better? 
Looking at a few of the Michigan candi­

dates who wiD run on the Democratic ticket 
this fall, we think the president might seem 
better advised to steer dear of them, rather 

Or is. it Mr. Clinton's support of the than the other way around. At least Mr. 
North American Free Trade Agreement, Ointon has shown lability to take difficult 
which has stimulated economic growth positions and get important things done, 
throughout the continent? The warnings of often in the face of near-bmtal opposition, 
union bosses and demagogues across the That's an example more candidates. Demo-
political spectrum (or, as with Ross Perot, cratic and Republican, should emulate. 

and, as it turned out, utterly wrong — 
predictions of job losses, bigger deficits and 
simultaneous inflation and recession as re­
sults of the budget plan aren't saying much 
now. 
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The Teflon Congress 
in the Media. Capitol Hill Gets Coddled While Ginton Gets Clobbered 

Bv Howard Kuru 

IMAGINE THE media uproar if 
President Clinton, having strongly 
endorsed the enme bill, announced 

that he now had second thoughts and 
no longer supponed key elements of 
the legislation. 

"Clinton Caves Again." "Bumbling 
BiU Waffles." The Flip-Flop Presiden­
cy." The press would have pilloried I 
Clinton for bending with the political 
winds, and the pundits would have 
orescribed a spine transplant. 

Yet the Republicans in Congress 
performed just this kind ol double 
gainer on the crime legislation without 
so much »« a -mid scolding fro-.. <be 
Fourth Estate. Just when it looki d like 
Clinton might wn a major legt lative 
victory. mo» OOP members u. »h-
House ara Senate suddenly invented 
ntr: elections to a measure tbey had 
already voted for. Yet this point was. 
all but lost in what the press essential­
ly covered as a panisan mudfight ulti-
mately won by Ointon. 

The plain troth is that the press 
holds the opposition pany to a far test­
er stiadard than the occupant of the 
White House. This ts not because re­
porters are anti-Clinton or pro-Bob 
Dole or anti-midnight basketball Coo-
gressiaoal Oemooau got the same 
:sn I r ^ ride when Ronald Reagan 
and Ceorje Bush were at the center 
n ' the media universe. The Oemocrau 
could oppose Reagan-Bush nominees 
on the flimsiest of grounds, or pass 
wish-list bills designed solely to draw a 
veto, and the journalistic spotlight 
never shone as harshly on them as it 
did on the Republican White House. 
. When the Senate first passed the 

mme bill last November. Repubbean 
Sen. Onin Hatch of Utah called it "the 
right combination of tough-on-criine 
provisions and rehabilitation." A cou­
ple of weeks ago. he called essentially 
the'same bill -a bic. graw-sucking 
pig." Republican aeii! Phil Granun of 
Texas spoke last November of the 
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Howard Kuru. a Washington Past 
rrporUr. is du author of 'Media 
Cirrut The Trouble with Amenta s 
Snospapers." 

toughest crime bill ever passed in Amencan 
history." Last month Granun said the bill 
las SS billion of absolute, pure, certifiable 
perk" and accused the Democrats of "coddling 

Few journalists cnudzed Hatch. Gramm. 
Dole or any of.the 42 Republican senators 
who had voted for a somewhat slimmer ver­
sion of the crime biD. The overriding theme of 
the media coverage was about how badly the 
GOPs hardball tactics had hurt Clmton. 

1\Tstioral news covenge always revoKt< 
j %] awind presHents: that': why tint 

1 t IIuiiw and nndrea Mitchell md Wolf 
Bbtxer tre familiar faces. Each marning, nun-
dreds of Washington journalists tackle some 
variant cf the question: How did the president 
screw up today, and how will it affect the nes 
election? The opposition pany offers no such 
target: it is diffuse, a loose collectian of politi-
o u wbo are defined mostly by how they at­
tack ind UDdennme the nation's elected lead­
er. 

Tbe result is that the press doesn't worry 
flinch about, whether opposition lawmakers 
are stretching the truth or being wildly mcon-
ustfiit. Most reporters, being cynical sons, 
assume that the lawmakers operate from the 
basest panisan motives: that doesn't q ua&fy as 
news. Their role in our president-centered 
world o to test the chief executive's mettle, 
and we don't panicuiarly care how. 

UBS is not meant as a defense of BiO Om­
ton, who hu made more than his share of 
bhmdera in pushing his agenda. Nor is it 
meant to deride those who oppose Clinton ini­
tiatives on principled grounds. But when 
memben erf Congress attempt to derail legu-
tatioo they have already, approved with minor 
difiereaoes. and the press looks the other way, 
our hypocrisy meters seem to run out of bat­
teries. 

Remember when Clinton suggested to the 
I'S governors that he might settle for 

health insurance that covered 95 percent of 
the population, as opposed to the roughly 98 
percent envisicned in his now-deceased legis­
lation? The media made such .i fuss that the 
president had to back off in the Mink of a news 
cyde. But what about Dole, who had originally 
endorsed a more modest but still significant 
health refonn biD of fellow Republican John 
Chafee? As the political climate for health re­
form grew duBer. Dole simply abandoned his 
suppon for Chafee and favored an tnaeasmgly 
minimalist approach. Tew cohimiusts raised a 
stink: in fact. •.: was iiardly nfc.vs -* all. 

Oiitoti. not suronsmgly. has betr touting 
tte book "Out of Order" hy Thoma: E Patter-
r-un. a Svracuse l.'nivcrsny poliuc.il îentist.-
wno says lhat press coverage ot presidents 
has ' ̂ ypTtTKral." That thesis seems 
a bit overstated. But it's hard to argue with 
Patterson's assertmi that "Republican leaders 
who shout the loudest and give the best sound 
bites get the most covenge. They pet off the 
hook a little eaaer. It's absolutely correct that 
they don't get as much scnitiny." 

Mandy Grunwald. Clinton's media adviser, 
put i l more bluntly. "What gets covered is the 
battle: Here's what the president said, here's 
what AJ D'Amato or Hatch or Dole said, end 
of iarf." she said. That's an easier story to 
ever tlian ti£! the K^ibhrvis are being dis-
-•genuous." 

W2hm KrstoL chainn-n of the Project for 
me Repbiiiican Kuture. conceded that "if you 
looked closely at Republican elected officials, 
they would have had a tougher time than the 
press gave them m sustaining the distinction 
between why they voted one way once and 
the other way another time Once you 
point out that they voted for something with 
some pork, if becomes a question of how 
nuch more pork makes a difference." 

But the fonner Dan Quayle aide says the 
netba have unfairh- painted Republicans as 
me pany of gridlock for opposing flawed legis­
lation, "there s a huge bias in the mainstream 
Washington press corps in favor of 'bipartisan-
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ship1: Things should be worked out: legislation 
should be pasaed." he said. "If Congress 
doesn t pass legislation, it's failtd. and Wash­
ington has (ailtd. and it s less interesting for 
all the journalists who cover it." 

Ironi -jfly. tho ttiginal cp-..ie ttrislation was 
a cl tssic ieft-right ro.r.pronuse on an issue 
that had been boowd down in Coneress 

since the Z-ZA ia.̂ 'nistration. Sure it was 
oversold—the 100.000 new ^ e •'""•ters 
supposedly funded by the bin is greatly over­
stated—but it was a mirage that both parties 
had a hand m devising. 

Liberals had to swallow some 60 new feder­
al death penalties and billions of dollars for 
prison coostruaxxv Conservatives had to ac­
cept a han on assault weapons and (fewer) bil­
lions of dollars in social programs meant to de­
ter crime. There was no doubt a hir unount 
of dubious spending in the bill but it did man­
age to build a winning coali-xi on the quintes­
sential election-year isme. Tnaf: whv ir 
passed the Senate 9S »j 4. 

But that was before d jim- had b-n blood 
ied by Whitewater. Piwu Jones legislative 
setbacks that sent his poll ratings south. And 
some Republicans made little effort, to hide 

Iheir oartisan giee. House Minontv Whip 
Newt Gingncn. who coordinated the GOP as­
sault on the mme bill, told the New-Yorker he 
was pddv" while ••watchine the oresideni cet 
into his Mustang and dnve straight into a 
ditch." 

To be sure, the enme t j ballooned from 
$24 billion (Senate versioni to S28 billion 
(House versioni to $33 billion (House-Senate 
conlerence). And the Democrats larded the 
bill with such nucv targets as a S10 million 

' grant ior the alma mater of House Judioarv 
Chainnan Jack Brooks. But there was always 
three tunes as much funding for police and 
prisons as for prevention programs, and the 
more costly version covered six years instead 
of five. 

Still, the Republicans began to move the 
goalpous. First they said they would torpedo 
the bill unless the Democrats dropped a provi­
sion allowing raoai statistics to be used in ap­
peals of death penalty cases. Yet even after , 
that provision was axed. 54 Republicans who 
had voted for the bill in April switched sides, 
on Aug. II. bloddng the House from final ap­
proval. 

In press accounts, however, these GOP de-
fettirsVtjd not become the issue. Understand­
ably. Cerik-os. journalists wr.e .r.;:?. interest­
ed in the-* - Uemooats wfo switched Meir 
votes, most if them under (res;'jre irnm ih* 
Natior̂  fufle Assoaation or lU_Jt Caucus 
leadership. And the main story line, of course, 
was: Major Defeat for Clinton. 

The Clmtomtes salvaged the biD by slicing 
S3 billion from it, drawing support from 46 
House Republicans. But the compromise 
wasn't good enough for the Senate Republican 
leadership, which escalated the demands once 
again. The GOP mounted a procedural effort 
(requuing just 41 votes) to dear the way for a 
slew of weakening amendments, which would 
have killed the fragile conipiooioe with the 
House. 

What was drowned out by the Republieans' 
. ^n- cries of "poikT is that while prevention 
provuns had grown from S5.5 billion in the 
original Senate biD to $7 babon. funding for 
police and prisons had been boosted even 
more, from $18.7 billion to $2X2 billion. Yet 
headlines played up the much-derided nud-

rugtit basketball programs, which accounted 
lor just $40 million. 

Every reporter, in town knew that this was. 
at bottom, an eiion to prevent Clinton hom 
stealing the Republicans' thunder on enme 
(just as Llemocrati (ud tned lo embanass 
Reagan ana Bush bv holding grandstanding 
hearings on sucn issues as "Detategate" and 
the "October iurpnse'l. But the conventions 
of objective journalism reduced the battle to 
politics as usual. "Caught between Republican 
demands (or changes in a $30.2 billion enme 
bill and Democratic refusal to do so. the Sen-' 
ate remained paralyzed Wednesday." USA To­
day said in a typical lead. "Attorney General 
Reno said fat and pork are phony issues." 
ABC's John Cochran reported. One aide says 
this, the other side says that 

One exception was a Washington Post re­
port by Kenneth J. Cooper saymg that if the 
biD was indeed full of pork, Republicans "dida't 
wake up and smell the bacon frying und re­
cently." It nn on page 17. A front-page story 
that day declared that "the past 10 days have 
been as bad as it gets" for Clmton. 

Even the bill's final passage was bnmediate-
"y o.;rshadowed by the cjap.e of Ointon'* 
effort o.i health care, th.- Cuban reiuKce "nsis 
and ;:her travails. "Cfcton Wffl Have Little 
Chance to Savor Victory,' <hf Angeles 
Tunes announced. The Republicans, fnea.. 
while, reaped a publicity bonanza as several 
pubbations ran pieces on Gingnch and Dole. 

KristoL in an nteresting twist, pnnes the 
Republicans for having the courage to oppose 
a crime biD they had supported a few months 
earber. The thkig that changed politically was 
Clinton's weiknesa." he said. "Clinton s weak­
ness allowed some Republicans to be more 
principled than they would otherwise be. Tbey 
flip-flopped in the right' direction." • 

But Paul Begala. a Clinton stntegist. is u£ 
crying foul The press has abandoned tt« ref­
eree function.' he said. If Bob Dole the 
moon is made of green cheese, and the 
dent says no. it's made of rock, the hudline 

. reads 'Dole. Clinton Spar on Lunar Land­
scape." 

In the Senate, the Dole Filibuster Busts 
The Designs of the Founding Fathers 

By Thomas Geoghegan 

Y EARS FROM now. when peo-
pie in Washington wake up and 
realue what happened, maybe 

someone will make a Hollywood politi­
cal thriller about the filibuster "coup" 
of 1994. Instead of "Z." the title 
should be "2m." For when the na­
tion s capital expenenced an extn-
constitutional transfer ol fundamental 
power, few noticed or cared. ' 

At the hean of the New Constitu­
tional Order is the threat of filibuster. 
The filibuster, as defined by William 
Safire s political dictionary is "the 
technique by which a riunonty of sena-

Thomas Gtoghepan is a Chicotfu iobor 
lawyer, outner and a ftitow at Ike 
Institute of Pofilicr ot Harvard 
Unioemty. 

tors attempts to defeat or alter legis­
lation by the device of continually talk­
ing." Except that in the Dole era. the 
filibuster ts more pernicious and more 
common. Now senators don't have to 
keep actually talking for six nights in a 
row. AU they have to do is threaten to 
filibuster. Under Rule 22 of tne Sen­
ate the only way to dose debate is get 
60 senators to concur. By using the 
filibuster threat liberally, conservative 
forces in the Senate have thwarted 
the Clinton adnumstration's legislative 
agenda time and again. 

In 1992. independent presidential 
candidate Ross Perot said the U.S. 
ought to, have a new constitution. 
Well, now we elfectively do. Unlike 
the desisn of the Fotindir.j; Fathers, 
which envisioned majority rale (with 

'carefuDv defined exceptions) in both 
housesjplitdngress. we now ha-» one 
house. thfSenate. governed by super-

SfflDtt.ScrToiin4.W4 THE *«HI>CTON PWCT 

majority rule: 66—not 56—votes re­
quired for every bin. Make that for ev­
ery biD that the Senate mmonty lead­
er chooses. 

While the filibuster rule has been in 
effect since the 1820s. it has never re­
strained any administration as effec­
tively as it has President Clinton s. 
True, the filibuster threat was used 
90 times in the 1980s, when Republi­
cans occuoird the White Mouse, ac­
cording to a Congressional. Research 
Semre study cited recently m the 
New Yorker. But in the '905. at the 
current rate, the Senate wilJ u-e the 
filibuster 200 times. 

The president had m pvp up on 
comprehensive health care retorm. 
not because he didn't have a ctiance of 
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mui le i ing a majority, bul because he 
couldn't muster 60 votes. (In Ihe crime bill, 
Clinton had to make (unding concessions tb 
the Republicans, not lo win a liujutity—he 
had that—but to win 60 votes. In July, the 
administration abandoned, its laboi law re­
fonn—strongly supported by organized la-

' bor ns a way to address the 20-year decline 
in U.S. wages—because it lacked 60 votes. 
Last year. Clinton had fo abandon his so-
called 'stunulus" package, his main vehicle 
for fulfilling his campaign promise to "invest" 
in Ametica bcc.iuse Ite lacked the.supe tma-
jotity. 

The filibuslci ihrr.it has hindered Clinton 
like no previous U.S. piesidenl.because Hob 
Dole has rxpanded its use with impunity. 

Hisiorically. the pr.iclice of fiUbustrring 
emergrd in the 1820s when the Senate was 
divided between slave and free states. Un­
limited deh.ile. without cloture, was an addi­
tional way to maintain the deadlock—and 
slaveiy. For thr next century, the filibuster 
was a rule that effectively meant: "On bills 
affecting blacks, two-thirds of the Senate 
mu^t approve." The filibuster was occasion­
ally used for other Ihings. bul that was the 
price Die Senate was wilDnK lo |»ay, to have a 
special indirect voting rule on civil rights is­
sues. In ihr 1940s, the threal of filibusier 
was used in txvit down nnli lynclimg bills: in 
Ihe 19ri0s. it served mainly as a way to pro­
tect Jim Crow laws tli.it discrimin.iletl 
ngalnst blacks. 

I he l>ole t M filibuster lias not changed 
(liis reactionary tradition, nien ly expanded 
ii. Whal Chief Justice llatlan Stone once 
i .illrd «mi "insul.u imnniilirs" aie moie insu­

lar than ever, locked up in the centr: I cities 
of our largest sutes. These ate the people' 
who get hurt, over and over, by. ihi. Dole era 
filibuster. Aid to cities, labor law refonn, 
public works projects, raising the minimum 
wage: for these types of programs, any posi­
tive action takes 60 votes. 

And the roost objectionable part of all is 
that this new requirement is unp emented 
haphazardly, at the whim of Dole o i ; ny oth­
er senator. I t would be one thing if the Sen­
ate as an institution decider thai Ih i , oi That 
type of bill ought to reijuire 60 voles. Hut 
this is exactly what thr Senate does not de­
cide. No one has the resDonsibility cl d'.tid-
ing. No one is accountable 

As a result, people have >io idea in ad'n -e 
how many votes it will take lo pass a ui'i. A 
citizen's group cannot know w hether to p ish 
for campaign finance. A union dors not ki ow 
whether to push for a labor :iw relonr. A -
member of the House of Representatives 
does not know whether to risk noting or a 
bill, or even proposing a bill. Ev-n the presi­
dent cannot know, in advance which of his 
bills will take 60 votes, and which only a ma­
jority of, say, 45 to 50. 

Whose republic is this. any*, y? 

V ery few-will speak out against this 
power grab. A weakened president 
doesn't want to offend.anyone, with 

his legislative agenda at stake/Senate Major­
ity Leader George Mitchell seems terminally 
polite. So it is time for sometyJy else—a 
public interest group, a cong-essnnn inter­
ested in breaking the Ca|iitol !;ridloc;-., even a 
mad-as-hell senator—to chal^::~':he new 
super-majority rule in court. 

One of Ihis fitst lawyers to at,atk. he nrw 

filibuster as unconstitutional is the fonner 
White House general counsel, Lloyd Cutler. 
Over a year ago. in The Post, Culler wrote 
two articles claiming the use of the filibuster 
violates Article I of the Constitution. Why? 
Because Article I allows the Senate to vote 
only by "concurrence." which Cutler argued, 
meant a simple majority. Where the Found-
era wanted a super-majority. I.e., a two-, 
thirda for treaties or lo override a presiden­
tial veto. Ihey explicitly u i d so. 

But if someone did sue. whoa would they 
tue? H ie most obvious defendant, ironically 
enough, is the Senate's presiding chair. Vice1 

President Al Gore. It wouM be intriguing to 
put the Clmtoo Administra'Jo.i in the position 
of having to defend the Dole .-ra filibuster in 
court." 

So what about Cutler's arg unent? Is the 
claim of original intent a strong •mough legal 
argument to prevail in cot rt? It seems clear 
that the framers of the Constitu'jon would be 
against this type of filibuiter. The authors of 
the Federalist Papers-James Madison. Al­
exander Hamiliton and Jonn Jay—denounced 
super-majorities, except where expressly 
provided for in the case of 

But against original int tnt , one must 
weigh legislative independence. Why 
shouldn't the Senate have the right to decide 
what "concurrence* means? First, the rou­
tine requirement of a super-majority upsets 
the whole balance of power between Ihe 
branches ol government. Look at the dead­
lock that Washington is in now. The House 
and the president are weakened in relation 
to the Senate in that Ihey tre less tble to im­
plement their agendas. The Senate is al­
ready set up as a type of minority veto. By 
giving all states, no matter how populous the 
same number of senators/the Senate over-
represents small (and mostly Republican) 
states. The Dole era filibuster with its 60 
voles requirement ratchets up this built-in 

minority veto by a factor of 1.25 or more, 
and thus disrupts the Founders' finely cali­
brated system of checks and balances. 

But, the constitutional lawyers will .isk, 
isn't the Senate's voting pioceduie a political 
queslion that the courts should mil p i f Mime 
to decide? The "political quMtkMi" dortiine, 
as articulated by the courts, holds that judg­
es should generally abstain from interfning 
in the. affairs of other branches uf gou m-
nienl. 

But not always. In cases like P tu t l l v. Mc-
CormUk in 1969 and others, the Supieme 
Court has ruled on the constitutionalin of 
House rules and procedures. As Justice Da­
vid Souler rmn t l y pointed oul. Conciess 
should not have, free rein on procedural 
rules. In the 1993 case. U.S. v. Nixon (not 
Richard but Walter, an obscure federal judge 
convicted of taking bribes), the Supreme 
Court held it would not review ihe Senile's 
impeachment of Nixon, because it was a "po­
Utical question." But Ihe court's reasoning 
referred .to the unique phrasing ol the im­
peachment clause of the Constitution, which 
says that Ihe Senate had "sole" power, to im­
peach. Souler, concurring, said the word 
"sole" even here did not mean, in his view, 
that "anything goes." 

What if, Souter asked, the Senate slaned 
making decisions by Hip of . Ihe coin?" l hat 
would be so abusive that Ihe "piililical ques­
tion" doctrine would not apply. 

Isn't the filibuster rule at least as abusive 
as Souler's hypothetical "flip of the coin?'' In­
deed, the current filibuster is not even I he 
Senate's Tip of (he coin bul Bob Dole's nr 
Jesse Helms's or Phil Gramm's as to wheth­
er 60 voles or a majority is needed lo pass a 
bill. This Ihe real evil of the filibuster. No 
one decides in advance lhat health care re­
form or any other legislation needs a su|>< r-
majoiity. Noone is ever accountable.. 

I he evil of the filibuster is mui li like Hi'-

problem addressed by the courts in (he."del 
egation doctrine." Undei this line ol teisori 
ing. Ihe .Supreme Court lias long held that 
Congress cannot delegate its own (mweis In • 
others without limits ur stamtards. Ol 
course. Ilie filibuster rule does not "give 
away" power in quile ihis sense, l lu! ii does 
translrr Ihe Senate's power ovtt the mnsl 
crucial issue of all—huw many voles il l.ikr.s 
to pass a hill—In a shilling, unideniifieil mi­
nority Woe who make the 60-vote decision 
on an ad hue basis. This is a classic example 
of an arbitrary use of power. 

Suppo*; a constitutional lawsuit againsi 
Ihe Dole e n filibusier was brnughi and 
the Climon adminislratinn or llic viiV 

piesident were edeclively the de(en<laii(. 
Would Ihe administration tliat has hern ciip-
pled by gridlock fight for tlie rule in lonri? 
Even il Goie and olheis did not want a It ml 
battle., they would have the opportumu lo 
force Ihe Senate to confront ihe issue. 

For example. Gore could go lo the couit 
and say: "Yes. I will raise the 'poUtical ques-, 
t i a r defense in Ihis case because I believe 
the Senate ii sell is mature enough io deal a|>-
propriately with the growing abuse of llic lil-
ibuster rule. I am appoinling today a Mue-
ribbon commission of legal scholars and sen 
ators to advise me with respect to the ligall 
ly and wisdom of the filibuster rule." 1 lien, 
al lasl, ihe administration would bring llus 
constitutional crisis to public attention. 

The great tragedy of the Senate niiimri-
ty's coup is lhat most Americans dnii't kim'w 
that it has happened. They only know ihal 
Washington seems to be in pnialysis when il 
comes In prnlecling iheir wages or expand­
ing their hralili care. If nothing else, a I' gal 
challenge In the filibuster luie could get llf. 
attrnlion nf— .ind help educate — Ihe cili/eir 
ry ol a ilemni.ilized reimlitii. in mme limiMi 
• hm il reallv knows. 
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BOB DOLE'S GATT ATTACK 
IS PURE POLITICS 

To near Senate Republican Minor-
Uy Leader Bob Dole teii.ii. •-.".ere 
is no rush tor Congress '.o pass 

new wnrid-irade ruies this year. "I'-e 
'•uret'ui ana do :he job right." intones 
iae ion.?time free-trader. Hasty action 
would deprive the public oi learning 
what's in.the pact, he warns. 

Wait a minute. Is Dole talking about 
the same deal that took seven years-
spannin? three Administrations—to ne­
gotiate? The pact that Congress has 
been haggling over 
since January? The • 
arcorri that Dole 
ami his fellow Re­
publicans suppon in 
its basic contours? 
Thi' answer is yes, 
yes. and yes. 
Jim A PIOY. What's 
really behind Dole's 
hish-minded rheto-
I'lL- : ; ' a '.'.OP p l o y 

LO KO ior Hresident 
Clinton's- political 

same false propnecs who predicted 
J-.ai NAPfA would trigger the mass ex­
odus of 6 million jobs to Mexico, per-
•mt :he shipment oi tainted food to 
•.iie north, and depress wages in both 
countnes. Instead. U.'S.iMexico trade 
has soared, border towns are 'boom­
ing, and Mexico just held the clean­
est democratic election in its history. 

Buchanan and Nader are tapping 
into a strain of Amencan isolationism 
thac one U.S. official concedes is 

"damn good poli­
tics." It's also d i j d 
vu. In 1948. when 
the first GATT was' 
signed. Congress 
refused to back an 
international trade 
organization for 

seven years fear it would con-

For Clinton, 
GATT's 
passage 
would cap 
the work of 

and three 
Presidents 

Dole's 
jugular. The party g o - s l o w 
that stands for free L, • 
trade would rather a p p r o a c h is 

one more 
attempt to 

kill every Clinton-
backed initiative 
this year than ad- . . . . , . 
vance the cause of k i l l a n y t h i n g 
trade liberalization C l i n t o n 
by approving a new t s 

General Agreement ^ U * 1 

on Tariffs &. Trade. It's a dangerous 
game that Dole and the liOP should 
abandon. 

Jusi a few months ago, passage oi 
a revised GATT and creation of a Worid 
Trade Organization to enforce it 
seemed assured. Now, the White 
House frets that the deal will crumbie. 
For one! thing, 117 other nations that 
have signed GATT are awaiting U. S. 
approval. Unless it comes, recalcitrants 
such as France and some' developing 
nations may withdraw. 

The WTO is the target of the same 
kind of scare tactics that opponents 
on the left and right used against the 
North American Free Trade Agree­
ment. Conservative Patrick J. Buchan­
an excoriates the W'TO as ia V. N..:&i 
trade-that will strip the't:. S: aiijits' 
national sovereignty. Ralph "Nader says' 
it will give foreigners the power-'-'to 
scuttle environmental and health vux,*. 

.Sound iamiiiar'.' These 'were :r.e 

strain , U . S. sove­
reignty. Thiat left a 
toothless trade 
group that had only 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ limited success try-
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ing to fend off pro-
^ ^ H ^ ^ ^ A tectionist practices. 

. J ^ ^ ^ ^ B the WTO is no 
^ ^ ^ ^ m U.N. It's simply a 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ V pact among nations 
^ ^ ^ ^ H P ^ V to try to lower tar-
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ R i y ^ , ifts a n d trade bar-
^ H ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ l riers. As the 
^ ^ T B k world's largest free 
• • _ = L 1 " " " - market, the U.S. 

should be the panel's 800-pound gorilla, 
leading-other nations against closed-
trade practices. And just in case critics 
are right, Clinton accepted a House 
iOP provision that would let the U. S. 

pull out of the WTO after five years. 
Lower tariffs in the new GATT rules 

will add SI trillion to the U. S. economy 
and create 2 million jobs in the next 
decade, the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation & Development estimates. 
But the most persuasive case for 
strengthening the world trading sys­
tem is that there is no alternative. Tlie 
global economy is changing so rapidly 
that without order, trading blocs wil l 
emerge—potendaily prompting massive 
trade wars. With the most comprehen­
sive trade pact hanging in the balance, 
:nore time is not what lawmakers need. 
To the contrary, time is running out. 

Hurnrecht govern irade wars 
.:: WEEK from WashingtotL 
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CLINTON IS STREAMLINING GOVERNMENT-
BUT VOTERS MAY NOT CARE 

E! 
fficient Rovernment" strikes voters as an oxymoron, 
and tor «ood reason. From Richard Nixon * Ash Com­
mission io RonaJd.Reatran's Crace Report. Presidents 

liave declared war on hureancracy tor decades, yet the tederal 
hehemoth grows only more bloated. So skepticism will lie in 
<n-der on Sept. 14 when President Clinton releases a one-
year anniversary "Reinventing Government" report and Iwasts 
that sweeping reform is at hand. 

But oniy cynics would dismiss the ReGo effort headed by 
Vice-President Al Gore as worthless. Tlie Administration ac-

. •.uaiiy has marie a promising start. 
.Vjencies insist they're delivei'intr ser-
ic-es more 'eificiently. irom distribut­

ing food stamps electronically to short-
'•ninir approval time tor government 
mortgage insurance from five months 
to five days. The Administration's bot­
tom line: It's on track toward a five-
year goal to save $108 billion and is 
halfway toward downsizing U.S. pay­
rolls by 272.000. in part by copying pri­
vate-sector buyouts. 

Government reform was a key ele­
ment of Clinton's campaign as a New 
Democrat. To keep his pledge, he "needs to convince Ameri­
cans that he can fix government." says Al From, president of 
the centrist Democratic Leadership Council. That's why the 
Veep has a full-time "reinvention" staff and why many agendes 
have their own ReGo czars—all trying to improve customer 
(read: taxpayer) satisfaction. Gore even awards tiny Ham­
mers to those who bust up bureaucracy. 

By the end of September, agencies are supposed to meet 
new performance standards. The Internal Revenue Semce. tor 
example, must provide refunds within 14 days to taxpayers 
who file electronically, and the U. S.- Geological Survey will try 
to fill requests for maps within two days, rather than the cur­
rent six weeks. 

There's more. Under a new governmentwide procurement 
law. the Pentagon is eliminating onerous paperwork require­
ments for vendors, saving billions in the purchase of com­
mercial products. The Interior Dept. has transferred 300 Bu­
reau of Reclamation employeesiJrom Denver headquarters 
to area offices to work more closely with customers in the 
field. Mortgage companies can expect to save $4 million a year 
because the Housing & Urban Development Dept. has auto­
mated the processing of FHA insurance applications. The Agri­
culture Dept. is consolidating field offices irnm 3.700 to 2.500 

so farmers won't have to traipse to dif­
ferent locations ior various services. 
SAOIID cows. But change isn't coming 
easily. Reform faces trouble from con­
gressional barons who protect pet agen­
cies. The House barred personnel cuts 
at the Veterans Health Administration, 
for example. And conservatives will try 
to block civil-service reforms that give 
unions job-security concessions in re­
turn for flexible work rules. 

Anticipating , such opposition, the 
ReGo-nauts decided at the outset to 
steer clear of major reorganizations, 

such as consolidating 10O-plus job-training programs. Useless sa­
cred cows such as the Rural Electrification Administration 
and the Interstate Commerce Commission will be spared, too. 

But the decision to reinvent existing services rather than 
deinvent unwanted ones may mean Clinton won't get the big 
political payoff he seeks. Voters won't thank him for improv­
ing programs they don't want. "It's like making the buggy-
whip factory more competitive." scoffs Scott A, Hodge, an an­
alyst, at the conservative Heritage Foundation. "They'll just 
find ways to waste our money more efficiently." With a voter 
mind-set like that. Bill Clinton and Al Gore shouldn't be sur­
prised if their good deeds go unrewarded in the voting booth. 

By Sits an D. Garland, loith Amy Barrett 

CAPITAL WBAPUPI 

POLITICS 

Former Housing & Urban Develop­
ment Secretary Jack Kemp is hint-

in? to top Republicans that he may sit 
out the '96 OOP Presidential race. 
Kemp, who lags far behind Senate Mi­
nority F âHer Bob Dole in eariy polls, 
has said he is having too much fun 
making money on the lecture circuit to 
give it up for the campaign. Republican 
insiders say the ex-quarterback may 
change signals, but they're betting he 
stays on the sidelines. One sign of a 
nonro: Kemp has been slow to assemble 
a campaign team, while Dole. ex-De-
:>nse Secretary Dick Cheney, v.vmer 
Tennessee Governor Lamar Alexander. 

and Texas Senator Phil Gramm are re­
cruiting top talent. Another omen: 
Kemp plans to pass up the Christian 
Coalition's September conclave. 

LEGAL REFORM 

The Clintonites are about to launch 
civil-justice reforms—but they;ij be 

meek. With two lawyers in the First 
Family, the White House wants to 
avoid the kind of controversy the Bush 
Administration stirred with attacks on 
the litigation explosion. Instead, the 
Justice Dept. plans , to try to clear 
crowded federal court dockets by using 
arbitration to resoive disputes. Anoth­
er idea: creating speciai coun.* -r -am-
iiv ar.ri business conflicts. • 

THE ADMIMFSTItATION 

President Clinton may be supporting 
anticrime legislation, welfare re­

form...and immigration curbs to woo 

Mikva. a liberal ex-congressman from 
Illinois.^as fhis ,new chief counsel. 
Robert.Greenstein. head of the leftish 
Center on'Bud'get & Policy Priorities, 
is in line for deputy director of the 
Office of Management & Budget. And 
a front-runner for a seat on,the Fed­
eral Trade Commission is Georgetown 
University law professor Roben Pitoi-
skv..a libera! antitrust exnen. 
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Clinton's Art of the Deal 
The President and his Commerce Secretary woo Big 
business with an aggressive "Buy American,, policy 

Boeing and McDonnell Douglas civilian 
aircraft, and then got the Export-Import 
Bank to sweeten the deal so that European 

By JANICE CASTRO 

I 

SHIFTS IN HISTORY ARENT USUALLY 
this well orchestrated, even in Ger­
many. Last week the Allies formally 
ended their 49-year occupation of 

Berlin, withdrawing the last of their 
iroops; Chancellor Helmut Kohl U.S. Sec-
clary of State Warren Christopher, 
ritish Prime Minister John Major and 

t rench President Francis Mitterrand 
marked the occasion by deliver­
ing heartfelt speeches about 
Inendships forged in conflict 
But even as ordinary Berliners 
were toasting the departing 
American soldiers, a few blocks 
away Germany's, business lead­
ers were greeting a star-studded 

S. corporate delegation eager 
<> get the new era of peace and 

prosperity off to a lucrative start. 
Among the Americans: General. 
Motors CEO John Smith, IBM 
chainnan Louis Gerstner, Gold­
man Sachs chief Stephen Fried-' 
man. Motorola's Robert Calvin, 
Morgan Stanley's Richard Fisher 
and Dwayne Andreas bf Archer-
Daniels-Midland. Said U.S. Am-
'assador to Germany Richard 

: lolbrooke: "For almost five dec­
ides in the postwar period, the 
relationship [between the U.S. 
md Europe] was basically mili­
tary. The departure of the troops 
trom Berlin represents the be­
ginning of an emphasis on bade 
and economics." 

Very simple economics: "Buy 
\merican." For all the arguments 
Iwut whether BiU Clinton is a 
•ew Democrat or an old one, 
• hen it comes to pushing U.S. business in­

terests abroad, no recent President has 
demonstrated Clinton's willingness to roll 
up his sleeves and dive into the sometimes 
grubby details of international dealmak-

ime,"or ";national export poticyf as it is 
1 t\led̂ by tHe'Administrabon. 
- eiihton'; in fact is earning a reputation 

Closer in'Chief. If Cjeorge Bush was fa-
ous for getting out the Filofax and phon-
" world leaders in pursuit of diplomatic 

, - 'als. it was Bill Clinton who picked up the 
;hnne last summer and talked King Fahd of 
" tudi Arabia into buying S6 billion worth of 

rival Airbus could not steal it away. Last 
May the President helped AT&T close a 
$4 billion deal for Saudi telecommunica­
tions modernization. He intervened again 
last June to persuade the Brazilian govern­
ment to award a $L4 billion radar project 
to Raytheon. 

Whereas other Presidents might have 

viewed such direct involvement as unfair 
interference with the free market-or 
maybe just declasse mercantilism—Clin­
ton, the putative populist has turned out to 
be a natural in the role of salesman. It is 
not of course, a selfless role: Administra­
tion officials maintain that by boosting 
U.S. exports, 13 million new American jobs 
can be created by the year 2000. To drive 
home the point after the President helped 
close the Boeing deal. Vice President Al 
Core visited a Boeing plant in Seattle to 
announce the good news to cheering 
workers there. 

Corporate leaders are now clamoring for 
seats on Commerce Secretary Ron Browns 
plane whenever he ventures abroad to druni 
up trade. Brown-glad-handing, glib, a land 
of ufaer-Jaycee-is focusing his efforts inosdy 
on such large emerging markets as Indone­
sia, South Korea and Latin America; China 
is the biggest prize: during the nAt five 
years, as it struggles to industrialize as rapid­
ly as possible, the People's Republic is ex­
pected to go on a $1 trillion shopping spree 
for foreign technology. Leading a gnmp of 
24 U.S. business executives on a whirfwind 
trip to China two weeks ago. Brown helped 
net deals worth nearly $6 billion. Tbe 
agreements included a commitment by 
Shanghai Airlines to purchase 11 Boeing 
757 passenger j-ts ($1 billion), a telecom­
munications contract for AT&T ($500 mil* 
lion) and a $1 billion deal for the New Or­
leans-based Entergy Corporation to btrild 

an electric-power plant While 
H some of these transactions had 
j been in the works for more than 

It a year, sources close to the ne­
gotiations said the Chinese side 

Sdid not sign off on them until 
Brown's road show came to 
town. • 

It remains to be sees bow 
much Clinton wiD reap politi­
cally for his t«un's efforts at suc­
coring Big Business. Since his 
Inauguration, the Democratic 
Buty has received record 
amounts of "soft money" dona-. 
tions, largely from corporate ; 

givers-some of whom, perhaps 
not coincidentally, hove accom­
panied Brown on his jaunts. Yet 
businessmen and -women say 
they remain uneasy with an 
Administration that seems to 
understand their needs on the 
road but is all too willing to crit­
icize—or tax—them in order to 
pursue domestic initiatives. 
Complains Bruce Josten,. the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
senior vice president for policy: . 
"One day the President is bash­
ing pharmaceutical companies. 
The next day he is breaking 

down doors to sell exports in China and 
Saudi Arabia. This Administration talks ^ r 
very pro-business in some respects, .jgt^ai^. 
Secretary of Labor [Robert] Reich will .̂ 6," ^ 
to an AFL-CIO convention and say,, 'Your- ^ 
agenda is our agenda. We need bigger and'11' 
stronger unions.'. That leaves business 
confused." Well, maybe so. But when Ron 
Brown starts packing his bags, some of the 
most powerful executives in corporate 
America start packing theirs. -Rtpertud tf 
WOTlam Dowwif/Wottf Kong, Sumaf Ratan and 
Adam Ztgorin/WasMngtwi *nd Bruce van Voorst/ 
Seriin 

- 'ME. ?KPTEM ,":'» "-. 
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The Sill S S H t ^ ^ 

Too many peopIriiaTOnoaimod flaws w t̂kMlunr • •i'^ : ; . 
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ON APML Hth.'agaitttttheJprevaî  America and 

Britain, FOREIGN tai-oRt said tiii v- tht: much<riticised Bill Clinton -was 
almost cenainlynot guilty .oEanyjcnnier oierrtitMmpenettablff ^Whitewater afEdr 
and infaa was building a siibrtahtialtooiidas W Since then, 
the.Whitewater invesrigation hastonenc ̂ K A s ^ ^ ^ ^ i y a i beieh subjected 
to'vitriolic attack j&om thiyieligtcnjsiirigh p hidvbitttf̂ eKies in1 Aikansas (his home 
state)and oAerassoned (^^rhatos. ^ l ^ ^ E ^ p ^ y ^ r ; . 
haŝ also ibeen sniped.:at.:i3^ate«Uy' ti;>>Jr 1 

Republican. Senator Bob-i^le^aiid^iissw 
friendsL Ai time^'^riva'tiH^^^pixadf a l ^ 
seems'iathff:ddvimhe^d;'3 .̂heris:s:i] 
biiacfingThat:reajri:By.t̂ stahdairdsit.i5 f̂i 
impressive. - r,r>:ll 
" .vi:- ••V-'V .•••'i^i-o::'..i1.}-.; 
the economy: ! x -t 
What nuttm-most to.voteisiasithê tate ofirii 
the economy.; Clintoirhas:. •O.WKW: .. -jirHfl 
• Won congressional-approval tbr'a deii- m 
cit-cuttingbudget a/;-'a. : -.iff' 
• Negotiated a deal on tli Uruguay tomtc: > 
ofthe GAxf. • v.n%•••>;«?:«• ' •!»>:: 
• Campaigned hard lor,: md wor- congn: j • i--'- J 
sional̂ ippipval of,;"die rexttnjitin̂ bf t:r ' : : | 
North-ĵ mencar,: Free-TKde Agriaianent 'C' ~j 
Mexicô  -- •; -rr: .yj. f-r 
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• Presided over an economythat grew be 3.1% in 1993 and̂ is likely to grow by.3.7% 
this yeir, with inflation running at orh America has been helping to-pull 
much ofthe industrialised worii out ot r-cession. ^ 

Dome.tic politics: 
After xiit economy, voteis are most conc v -.ed about law and order. 
• As the first president with ±c bravery :o uike on the formidable National Rifle 
Association, Clinton h;is i-ampaigried l ira ibr. and won f>assagc of, two laws 
limiting the access to fiieaims. ̂ ne of rh-se iiiws also deals with the government's 
fight against crime. 
• As die first president to piact universal health care firmly on the agenda, he has 
pereisted in the face ofthe over whelmin; edds. Climon has agreedwith his wife diat, 
although she knows more sbou\ the pltn thac. most people, it would-be bestifshe 
conducted her advocacy discreetly (suci is th<: power of the religious right and its 
hatted of "intelligent wcmeh'%. 
•, Federal-government restrictens on acortion have been eased. 
• More women and minorities have b:f :i appointed to federal posts, making the 
government more repressniauve of the jicpuladon at large. 

Foreign policy: 
Voteis preferred Clinton to George Bus t Itccause he indicated he would spend less 
time than Bush on fbreiiJn-poiicyandiu-jTe oa home affairs. Nonetheless Ointon 
has: 
• Maintained good relations w.'th Rusŝ  and kept going the dismantling of inter­
continental ballistic missiles in the Unitsd States,-.Russia, Ukraine, Belarus and 
Kazakhsun; ensured thst the i.vrf h'elpx: the Russian economy with a large loan 
when it was badly need ad; and done whit hi.' can to prevent a turn in Russia to 
radical- nationalism.. 
•. Helped bolster the independence cf-he East: European countries-that were 
members of the Waisav/ Pact by adm aingi.ihera to NATO's North Atlantic Co­
operation Council and.;»s "Partners fa . ieace *. (Although Russia has also joined 
Partnerships for Peace, it will be allowed J:O veto over NATO'S growing ties with'the 
East Europeans.) ^ " 

Succtŝ ully applied pressure ;with ot;ii'.'!i) bn\ Russia to withdraw its forces from 
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia. The same is now being done in Moldova. • • •. 
• Presided over agreenents between istael and both the Palestinj Liberation 
Organisition anH jordafirtold his secrrtsry ct state. Warren Christopher, to give 
high priomy to a similar agreement with 'J;,ria: and kept up the impetus ofthe peace 
p r o c e s s - ' : " ' ' 
•: Hapid to-sustain tht: axmcschere (MC more, but no less) in which the Irish 
RepublitanArmydeddetlTcdecareacer'.'.fire. . • -
• Did his best to avoid having tc send tf .e vlari nes.into Haiti (an action that would 
not win support at hom;), vrfiii-i geatnj a consensus among a number.of Latin 
American and Ciribbeaii goverrirrients, a- well as in the UN Security Council, in 
favour of a multilateral ir.terventon rath a than an all-American one. 

Trot, there have been u-tums and ctkys. IJut no dangers liave been dropped. 
What terrifies die Clmton-haters'rr.ost is :;u possibility that, for all their efforts, legal 
or libellous, Clinton will be"reelected in 1996. Clinton may play two election-
campaign aces. One is a modet/ax cut H;.- mnidle-incorne taxpayers. Another is a 
modest teduction in the capital̂ iins tax . . . 

. Ifthceconomycontir.uesto'grbwatiii :urr»nt rate, he may bt able to afford both 
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tax cuts, while continuing to hold down he oiidget deficit. Republican voters would 
lap that up and Democrats wc:;:d not ui;npi;iin either. Where would that leave the 
Clinton-haters? 

The "great game" in oil and gas 
foii p 1 eiiaet GMpipMinet 
' _ « j i f M g —rmdUm tadUt PĜ VERPLAYS in th«: Trans-

Caucasus and Central Asia 
before, the first world v/ar used 

' to be called the "great game". 
What mattered then were the 
approaches to British India 
through Persia and Kaiser 
Wllhclm's Middle Eas.tni am­
bitions (which were >o grea: 
that German propagimda jr. 
Arabia claimed the Kaiser had 
convened to Islam). There LT 
now a new "great game". It ti about pD".'er over large oil rtseives in Azerbaijan and 
Kazakhstan and naturd-gas deposits .plus sorae od) in Turkmenistan. Nobody has 
won this game—yet. . 

All the usual susptcts are playing r, Russ iz's lulos think the deposia fall within 
their sphere of influence. Iran would lil e to divert oil and gas exports southwards. 
Turkey is busy angling for pipelines tc piss across its territory. 

"When they started out," jays a vs-tem expert, "the oil companies were rather 
naive. They thought, it would-all bf itrauihtforwaitL: Now they realise that the 
Russians are going 'to have a major say in v/hat happens-̂ -and v/ill not let op the 
pressure until they get if* . ••y.—' ' 

In Azerbaijan BP has the lead i i t consortium that includes American and 
Norwegian companies and! the unin .i:;d Lukoil of Russia. It is preparing a huge 
contrao. This is to pump oil through Armenia (if peace with Azerbaijan can ever be 
agreed) or a bit of Inn and across Juxkey to a well-istablished terminal on the 
Mediterranean at Ceyhan (see map). 7-is terminal used to handle Iraqi oil from i 
pipeline until it was cat ofFbj-UN sar 7-ons. 

FOREIGN REPORT has described -omc of the "machinations of the parties 
involved in the Azerfcaijim on deal, ./-ich still has not been signed. The Russians 
want this oil to go by pipeiine .north--.y ist to Novorossiysk and thence to customers 
tjy ship through the Bosporus. Turite;': worried about a calamitous oil spill, has 
imposed shipping litr its which will sizw down such traffic 

The Turks have an ulterior motiv: mey -.vant the oil to reach the Mediterranean, 
not :n unprofitable .'ind dangerous Fussisn super-tmken, but along a lucrative 
trans-Turkey pipeline. 

Another pan of -he "great gam ̂  a recent agreement between Iran and 
Turkmenistan, which is rich in nan ril gaiu It̂ was signed by Iran's Prcsidem Aii 
Akbar Rafeanjani and Turkmenistan'; did aror, President Saparmurat Niazov. It 
provides for a pipeline to be built box Turljnenistan to Tabriz and through Turkey 
to Turkmenistan's cui tomers. This ro M-. would bypasŝ Russia, which says it does not 
have the pipeline cap acity to any m mv. Tuikmftt gas. 
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Can Clinton's AmeriCorps help 
'A lot of America's problems could be solved one on one, 'the president says 

PRESIDENT CLINTON, WNO 
this past week launched a 
national service program for 

college-bound youth, says volun­
teering should start at even younger 
ages — and be required for gradu­
ation from public school. 

•I " I would like to see eveiy sute 
-adopt as pan of its minimum school 
standards a community service 
requirement," Clinton said in a 
recent Oval Office interview with 
USA WEEKEND. 

About one-quarter of the coun­
try's public schools already have 
made community service work 
mandatory, in spite of protests — 
and lawsuits — from some parents 
who say schools don't have the right 
to force children to do so-called 
volunteer work. 

Clinton's community service pro­
gram, called AmeriCorps, is aimed 
at helping college-bound 
young people pay for 
their education and get a 
taste of community ser­
vice in the bargain (see 
box). Interview excerpts: 

QitsotttttiBgofrgtOb* 
tough for studsnts to pay 
forcoltoge, M M witfi tlw 
$4,725 a year from 
AimriCoips? 
Sure it is. But it's some­
thing. You have to put it 
in context with the other 
thing we're doing with 
college education, which 
has not gotten enough 
publicity. A major part 
of the economic program 
I passed last year, which 
reduced the deficit, was 

' also a dramatic refonna-
uito tion of the college loan 
J of program. Under tlie new 
him system, young people can borrow money to go 
h vo'to college at a lower interest rate and can exer-
; ' i cise the option to pay it off over as long as 30 
I - years.as a percentage bf their income. These 

two things together will make a big difference. 

Q: What's your advica to students wto dont get Into 
AmeriCom and dont qualify for the student toans? 
•Veil, n.-unv aii ot ihcm ao lauaiifv for loansi. 

MORE ON 
AMERICORPS 

••lOOinaisbsnthe-
nettt 
BWarinsfrt owinwrn 
WMtanefeand. 
HTS^wrtuwrt 
cflPfflB (milu.tip yure). 

BOIHI t l tlifinn, 
appRwed by Confess. 
• Alb naâ nfitpoups 

for Children and Families. She's been my role 
model, because it's been so moch more a pan 
of the fabric of her everyday life even than it 
has been of mine. 

Q: Has It teen tart for tar ttoMtfq* DOT th* sto 
Is so caught up in 
Yes. I think she misses that a lot. 

WnKiiPorpi pilot prograns io action! Helping to restore 
uOMraoo wotuoas, left, aoo uiionug oonoa scoooKnaoreR 

Q: What Und of Influence has Mrs. CUnton had on 
your feelings about community sanrtet? 

She did a lot of volunteer work when she was 
a young person. When she came to Arkansas, 
she started a legal services clinic there. When I 
became governor, she'd already gotten some 
women together who were family advocates and 
formed a erouo called the Arkansas Advocates 

Q: Do you see her going back to coamttysentea? 
I think she would in a heartbeat if she thought 
she could, if she had the chance. We like the life 
we had before we came here, because it was 
informal, open and full —. very full of the things 
we cared about. And a big put of that for her 
was the community work she did. 
Q: Have you spoken wWiCheiMa aboot joMng 
AmenCorps, or has she exprassad any Mareft tn K? 
She's fairly big into community service. She did 
a week's worth "of work this summer on her 
own witfi heir 'fjiurch group here in downtown 
Washington with young children who came from 
poor families. And her school, Sidweil [Friends], 
requires aU students to do community service 
work each semester. So my little girl [now 14 
yeais old) will probably outdistance her parents 
in her devotion to community service. 
Q: Do you think public schools should require it? 
Absoiutciv I do. Several vean ano. I served with 



•ne theo-eoverhor of New Jersey. 
Tom Kean. on a Camegie Foun­
dation eroup on middle schools, 
and we made a list of recommen­
dations (inciudingj a community 
service component in the cur-
ncuitun of our public schools. 

Q: A lot of people tay that's not 
legal — that you cant requite 
students to do votunteer worfc. 
I know that. And that's why 
nationally I don't think you 
should, probably. But I think 
states require all kinds of things 
that are imponant for education. 
This is a big. diverse country; it's 

AmeriCorps 
'can have a lot 
to do with what 
kind of country 
we tum out to 
be 10,20 years 

from now/ 
a wonderful place. And we're 
weaker when we're divided. ... 
[Community service] will stay 
with them for the rest of their 
lives, even if it's just in their 
habits and attitudes as citizens 
and how they talk to their own 
children. It wouldn't do the kids 
of tbis country any barm to 

' require them to be in community 
-service. 

Q: When you were young, (fid you 
ever consider joined the Peace 
Corps? 
I thought about it. But by the 
time I came of age, there were 
just other issues and other con­
cerns that kind of dominated 
mv imasination. But I was really 
captivated with it. and I still 
sometimes wish I had had the 
experience. 

Q: Is there any one place you 
areamed about going? 
I wish I had served in Africa, 
because i think Americans under-
•:and Africa less well than any 
ip.er cnntinent. a 
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Congress Istfack. INow, to L,ay tne tfiame. 
Paralysis 
Thanks 

To the G.O.P. 
By Charlei Petera 

V . ! «)'•'' 

addedto the 
5 inibn last 18 

# ^ HOB. I 
I hope I 
1 ptwi 

> luraln 
pil|« 

WAUIINCilON 
ongreu l» tack In m -

bul ihere to Utile 
llui U will •ctom-
mucti betort ra-

lurnlnf le ita um-
palga uall. Th* nutai 

rem for peulfnlam to ita —ytaytn 
whu conlf pi tU but • handtul ot Ita 

fUtpubllcan memteri In btxb houtct 
i}~ uid who. wHh help Irom dcletttni 
lie mac ri l l Ilk* Jaulor Rktard SM-
by alAUbi mi. inc procedural mancu- -
ven (Includlnt an inipnictdemed 
miinber of (hreaiened llllbuMera) ta 
endow a minority wtth Ite power lo 
Impoae gridlock. 

On* raaaon I teel ihli way may be 
ihal I am a literal Oemacral. But 
I here Is a lelcnilen ncjuihrimm, evrn 

I harln Petrn It rdttor in cMrf uf 
Ihe Wnthinclon Momkly. 

naumcu. aboul ita Krpubllcan ^ad-
crtfilp ihai I tellw* off jndi peo * al 
(6od win reiardlna ol :*»loty 

The Karltit lad to Ihai Ita Are* 
mod potent RrpuUlctni Ir Cor ( m i 
- Senalori Bob Dai* ol Kami* and 
Phil CrammolTaMt. and tepincM-
ailve Newt Gl»|rich ol Geo |la - are 
likely ID te very powerful l<r yi«rs to 
ram*. Mr. Gingrich will ehVr te ml-
norlly leader or Speaker ol !hr Houn 
la Ibe aril K M tel. Mr. Dole -fill te 
ellter nuturtiy or mlnorliy h ider ol • 
Ite Senate. He it abo nmnln i l y ite 
INS Praaldentlal noalnaitan. KuvUni 
even harder li Mr. Gramm.«ho ,1 tte 
leader In Irtpa lo New Hainptklro. 
BOOMU* ol hu power M r ihr a u p •» 
dombiaM rlfhl wfeig ki Ite lenai*. ta 
It abo Ite man who hrtati Mr. Dole 
back Into lino on Ite rare urciitau 
when the Kamaa lUrta with :te | out-
Mltly ol reaionabla csrapn mlM. 

What I dtohk* moa ibout t me 
three b their hypocrby and Iheti re-
luial even lo try to meet Ihe Dimo-
crati hallway bi aa eliort to tutv* the 
cnuntry'i pnUem*. 

Ihb hypocrtty b (UuMr. ied by -heir 

•ecmlntly Icrvrm oppmltion iu Gov­
ernment ipendtnt la (enri al and to 
pork la particular. 

At for park. Cobb Cour.iy. Ga, Mr. 
Clntrtdi'a home, |e l i r v e federal 
doltan Ihan an but two other i ubuitu 
eoumlet bl America. "Gramrmand-
tn|" to ita term Teiana UM IO do-
acrlte Mr. Gramm'i penchan- tm 
clalmlni credit lor every Federal dul-
lar tpem bi Teui. bKludlna ite bll-
lloni waued an Ite Supcrconductbig 
SupertolUdar. Once, to aa unusually 
candid moment. Ite Senator said el hla 
ap^aiae lar pork. "I'm tetbr.Uis lo 
Sol I rid) moats.'' 

te Hai tonal Taipaycri 
Union tamo In ono re-
cent period l̂ .n Mr, 
Gramm was one i l u>ly 
three members ul ihr 
Houae and Senait nut io 

a Untie coJ-ruumi 
lb* bllb ho did iporwr. n 

a have added t l bill on io 
ite Federal dellcll. 

THB NEW YORK TIMBS, k'ONDAY. SBPTBMBBR 11 l»4 

ti.Tily. In the spirit of doing anything 
lo IVI'I al Mr. CUntaa al every turn, 
Sena'urt Dole and Gramm attacked 
ihe crime Mll't trust lund. which had 
h-ien created le finance anllcrlme pro­
grams, forget ling le mem lor thai ihey 
Sad teen among ite fund's original 
sponion. When Ite Atlantic Monthly 
rhecked stiff salarlei (or House mem-
ten In INI. Mr. Gingrich was ipend-
htg mora laa dot t in to hire staff than 
any other member el tte Geo mis tk-le. 
gallon. Not Ions ate The Dallas Morn-
big Newt caught Mr. Gnmni trying lo 
frtghten Vetera Into thinking thai funds 
for Ite Braoka Army Medical Center 
bi S«n Antonio were threatened ao te 
rouU appear ss the hosptial's savior. 
"We hav* triad lo create a B.A.M.C. 
tundmg scare while feeling comfon-
abte that B A M C U aafe trom ihe 
budget knife.'* aaM a sialf memo thai 
fell Into Ita hands ol I t e Morning 
Newt. 

But beyond Iheir cynicism, I am 
disturbed by the unwlllbignets of Iheie 
three to mcel Mr. CUntaa even a quar­
ter ol the way when te tries, however 
Imperfectly, lo find sohokms lor Ite 
nallon't pnMemt. 

Take ihdr altitude on healih care 
tcpretcMatlve Fred Orandy. a He-

• ubllcan from Iowa. iHls ol receiving 
• mnrrhlng arden" from Mr Gingrich 
not to oiler aay censtnicilve amend­
ments ihal might aliraci blpenisan 
Buppon aad thereby enhance proa-
pern for Ihe toglsUllon. And Mr. Dnte. 
whu In INI toU tha Senate there was a 
health care . "crisis," suddenly 
changed hb mind when Ihe CUnton 
hralth plan came along. 

Tte taddeM aspect ol this obslruc-
tkmlsm b Ihal lar two decade* liberal 
Democratt have tncreaatngly tried to 
llnd common ground with canacrva-
llvri. Neollterate and New Democrats 
nave been wining, lor eiample. lo 
ahandon eppoaillon lo lough anli-
cii...: metsuret In lavor al a position 
thu: laya lo conaervailvet: We agree 
Ihai we rtiouM te lough uo vlolml 
crime. Win you agrre lhat we need lo 
du'Mimethlng ahaul prevrnikin? And 
Ihal II we're going in pul Ite vliA-nt 
rrlihlnab away lor a king lime, we've 

got lo make riani lui ilmn wllh khor̂  
er seuiences or alu-initive punlit*-
menu for the nonvlolriii? The answer 
from Mr. Grimm. Mr. Gingnch and 
Mr. Dole: no 

There are. I am runvincrd. many 
areas where ctmikk'i able libri <l and 
cenierviilvc agreemem Is puuible. 
On welfare, many lilrrals reahre Ihal 
a "tough luvr" puht y It needrd; Ihey 
|uit wanl to make sine lhat Hie love 
doesn't grt lusl In llu: pnx.-sj Oil 
ediHaliun. alihough ihcrr ll ih.irp du 
agm-ment among lilx-ralt and rimicr-
vailvct alKHH vowhen, agircmeni 

Bipartisanship? ' 
These guys never 

heard of it. 

seems possible on ISMICS tike mcru 
pay and adminhn alive bloai. On legal ^ 
and bureaucratic n-furin. Ilbt-inli am) 
conservatives alihr' are SUIIMK Iq 
recognire Ihal Ihr ical rncmii-s me . 
not UCOIOHII i i difli'irm cs but Hiflucn. '. 
Hal siloclalKms of lawyers aiul public;'; 
employm — and ihe iwliiiciaiis who : 
tear their power. 

But none ol th!» pmeniial •Rircmrnl 
Is going lo teeomr reality In a Con '' 
grcas bt whH-h Mr. Gramm. Mr. tilng. 
rich and Mr. Dole . .mirul the Krpubll 
cam. They are today's Martin. Rarlim' 
and Full, whom nklrr rcitk ri will -
remember at Ihr ihrcc Republicans ; 

mual dedlcaled lo •iliiirucllni; Krink.-
Iln D. RootcveU's elforli lo prepare 
Ihe nation for World War II Ihe only . 
reisan Ihry are irmrmlieri-d.il all 
today U a ipecch thui F.D.H. made -
rtdk-ullng their auttnnaiic i»i;aMvUm , 

Iheir surceisois should lunsldrr 
. the posilblllly of u similar Lite. In a 
recent poll. 11 |K-irrnl blamed Bit) 
rilntMi fur Ihe pi Idha k In Govrrninciil 
— lan 41 prrraH hlailK-d lla-Hrpulill-
ran> In t'»igies> II 



Clinton's 
ignor 
By THOMAS E. PATTERSON 

A recent ABC News poll found that 64% of 
Americans think Bill Clinton has accom­
plished little or nothing as President A ma­
jority of Americans also believe he has 

: done a poor job of handling the economy. 
These perceptions are greatly at odds 

' w i t h reality. Clinton's presidency is the 
_. most ambitious since Lyndon Johnson's 
" and has a substantial 

. policy record, Including 
a budget-deficit reduc­
tion plan, NAFTA, tte 

( Family Leave Act and •« 
the crime bill. More-

. over, 4 million new jobs. 
have been addedito the-
economy irithe.lasfl 8?-
months. more than w ere 
added during the previ­
ous six years. 

Clinton has a notable 
legislative record. In 
1993, Congress backed 
Clinton on 88%. of thi; 
bills on which he had 
taken a position, a level 
exceeded only twice in 
four decades: 1953, 
when Congress backed 
Eisenhower 89% ofthe 
time and 1985 when it 
supported 93% of John­
son's positions. In their 
top years, Nixon, Ford. Carter and Bush 
never reached even the 80% level. Reagan 
exceeded it once, but otherwise averaged 
less than 60%. 

Although Clinton is said to be lax in keep­
ing his commitments, he has kept or is ac-

, lively pursuing roughly 8tW of his cam-
. paign promises, a level that exceeds the 

: ,..70% average of his five predecessors. 
• i - To understand why Clinton receives so 
. little credit for what he has done, we need 
. Jook no (Virther than the relentless cynicism 
.ofthe news media. Somewhere in the last 
i decade or so. the press lost much of itsca-

pucity for constructive reporting. Journal­
ists today win by making others lose. 

Tho r>iv>Q<:.Hne<; nnt :irl alnne Dunnpthp 

ive record 
ss and public 

stered the press' absurd claim that Presl- . 
dent Bush had no economic program. Even 
in the third quarter of 1992, when key indi­
cators showed the economy was rebound­
ing, more than 90% of news references to 
Bush's handling ofthe economy were nega­
tive in tone. 

With Bush's defeat. Republ leans got their 
chance to deliver the barbed one-liners that 
the press relishes. In conjunction with the 
media's appetite for scandal, the result has 

1 ^ P- " 

been a presidency awash in bad press. 
Roughly 60% ofthe press' evaluative cover­
age of Clinton has been unfavorable. 

Clinton's style works against him In his 
dealings with the press. Perhaps the most 
open of our Presidents, Clinton freely ex­
presses his ideas and actively negotiates at 
every stage in the policy process. Although 
the press lauds openness in theory, it pun­
ishes it in practice. Any Clinton deviation 
from an earlier position, however prelimi­
nary or conditional, is jumped on as a re­
treat from principle. 

The notion that Clinton bucks uway from 
his positions too easi ly is open to debate. On 
a number of occasions, he would have Inst 

get fight was won by a single vote, as was the 
crucial procedural vote in the Senate on the 
crime bill. NAFTA was rescued from cer­
tain defeat by Clinton's deft bargaining. 

In domestic politics at least, the antithe­
sis of compromise is not high mindedness 
but stalemate, which characterized execu­
tive-legislative relations in the decade be­
fore Clinton took oflice. Clinton has yet to 
cast a veto. Bush vetoed 45 bills. Reagan 
struck down 78. Carter, the last Democratic 

President before Clin­
ton, cast 31 vetoes. The 
press interprets Clin­
ton's restraint as weak­
ness. It may, in fact, sig­
nify a President 
committed to a process 
of constructive accom­
modation. 

Journalists like The 
New York Times'Mi-, 
chael Kelly who suggest 
Clinton is unprincipled 
have no appreciation of 
the Southern reform 
politics that shaped his 
style. It is a politics 
where persistent give-
and-take is the key to 
creating the fragile and, 
at times, improbable 
majorities that some­
times win out against 
powerful and deeply en­
trenched interests. 

The scenario working itselfout in Wash-, 
ington is remarkably similar. Instead of 
their lazy negativism, the media need to 
work out a more balanced appraisal ofthe 
Clinton presidency. 

A 
UN.VA OMLY NEWS 

Thomas E. Pattmon, 
a proficttorat Syra-
ewUnivenity's 
Maxwell School 
of Citizenship, 
is author of Out of 
Order," about Om nut-
dia's roie in politics. 

ROBERT W. 
LAIRD 

If they're gonna 
do time, it should 
be for worst crime 
Those people 
down in Arkansas 
must be nuts, 
right? Look at the 
case of.Kevin El­
ders. 28, son of 
Surgeon General 
Joycelyn Elders. 
On July 29.1993. 
Kevin sells one-
eighth of an 
ounce ofcocaine 
to an undercover 
cop. On Dec. 19, 
he is arrested. He 
pleads guilty, and 
finally this week he is sentenced. What does 
he get? Ten yean. Ten years for a nonviolent 
first offense. Ten years for selling an amount 
so minute that if it were placed in your out­
stretched palm, you couldn't detect the 
weight And that's the minimum - under Ar­
kansas law, he could have gotten life. 

There are. in fact, disturbing questions in 
the Kevin Elders case. Why, for example, did 
the cops wait five months before making the 
arrest? But as for the sentence — no, it is not 
an Arkansas aberration. Harsh penalties for 
low-level offenders are common across the 
U S And nowhere is the practice of handing 
out punishment that does not (It the crime 
more notorious than right here in New York. 

New York is saddled with two sets of laws 
that make a mockery of rational sentencing: 
• Rockefeller drug IMWS. Passed in 1973, the 
laws were based on the theory that harsh sen­
tences would scare the druggies out of busi­
ness. The idea would be laughable if the re­
sults were not so ruinous. Consider, as just 
one example, the elderly bodega owner from 
Spanish Harlem whose role in the sale of 2 
ounces of coke was. according to the prosecu­
tor, "minimal," but who had to be sentenced, 
by law, to 15 years to life. 
• Second Felony Offender Law. This statute 
mandates that any repeat felon must serve 
prison time regardless of the crime. That 
forces judges into such acts of insanity as 
sending a youngster with a drinking problem 
to prison for 1V4 to 3 years for the terrible 
crime ofstealing some crayons and erasers 
Ihim un empty Kochester schoolhouse. 

Now compare those cases with that of Ed-
* f \ r t % ^ r » h r » i i f If o r ts*Vt/> cs»ri ' / tst a m n r n f t v o 
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In Sandoval, Reservoir of Good Will for Clinton I s Drier But Not 

SANDOVAL, 111. (AP) To read some newspapers, watch some 
television shows or listen to certain radio hosts, you could get 
the idea that there are people across America who hate President 
Clinton. 

And there are. You'd just be hard pressed to find them here. 
At f i r s t blush, l i t t l e Sandoval ,1,535 people huddled against a 

sea of corn stalks would seem a good place to tap into the 
groundswell of anti-Clinton feeling that seemed to rumble around 
the country this summer. 

I t ' s poor. People here hold to traditional values. They're 
Democrats, but conservative, in a small town, Harry Truman kind of 
way. 

A lot of them lined the highway in 1992 when the Democratic 
campaign bus tour breezed through, so many, in fact, that Clinton 
ordered the buses to stop so he could get out and speak. 

He promised change. People believed him. 
Do they feel betrayed now? 
I t seems a reasonable question to ask because there are people 

elsewhere who clearly feel a deep, personal loathing for the 
president a sense of betrayal i f they voted for him, just plain 
anger i f they didn't. 

Oh, there are plenty of people who support him the president's 
approval ratings have stayed pretty close to the 43 percent of the 
electorate that voted him into office. But you don't have to go far 
to hear the others. 

Every once in a while, a president comes along who, i f he was a 
piece of gym equipment, would be the heavy bag. Franklin Roosevelt 
was one, i f you were conservative. Richard Nixon was one, i f you 
were l i b e r a l . 

And B i l l Clinton i s one, i f you believe what you hear and read. 
Just not in Sandoval. 
Not at the Double D Hair Salon, where either Darrena or Darlene 

i t i sn't clear which, she wouldn't say looks up from washing 
hair c l i p s and says, % * I just think he's great." 

Not at the Sandoval House Restaurant, where waitress Doris Lyons 
looks a b i t dreamy when she describes how the president talks: 
^He's got a nice, soft voice. He's easy to l i s t e n t o . " 

Not at Whitie's Barber Shop, where proprietor Steve Gregory 
whips out two Clinton-Gore campaign buttons from the wooden cabinet 
where he stores the combs and hair goop. * * I think he's doing a 
great j o b , " Gregory says. 

The mayor, Gary Deadmond, likes Clinton. * * B i l l Clinton said he 
stood for change, and he i s trying to change things," Deadmond 
says. * *With a l l the problems in Congress, he's having a hard 
time." 

In Sandoval, you w i l l find people who are disappointed in 
Clinton, who strongly disagree with him. Who even d i s l i k e him. 

But the sort of person who would believe Jerry Falwell when he 
a l l but accuses the president of murder? The sort ofrf<person who 
would own a popular bumper sticker that says: * »SmokeTidope, dodge 
draft, cheat wife, become President. The new AmerTcan Way!" 

Not here. 
B i l l Resch owns the local video store, a l i t t l e cottage with 

white aluminum siding and a gravel parking lot. He voted for 
Clinton and has lived to regret i t . " I ' v e joined forces with those 



who think he's turned out to be a weak president. He's real 
tfishy-washy. " 

Resch leans on the counter, a small, muscular man with sweptback 
bristles of red hair shading to gray. And he voices some complaints 
about Clinton that are common here, even among the president's most 
ardent supporters. 

"After a l l the things he said he was going to do, the f i r s t 
thing he came out with was gay r i g h t s , " Resch says, referring to 
Clinton's gays-in-the-military policy. "With a l l the problems we 
have, that just really turned me off. And his foreign policy he 
doesn't have a foreign p o l i c y . " 

But Resch expresses something else that's common here. He trusts 
Clinton, he says, and believes he means well. He isn't bothered, in 
the least by Clinton's Whitewater investments or by the stories 
about the president's supposed extramarital a f f a i r s . 

"I'm down on the press for t h a t , " he says. " I t just seems 
aike any subject, they go to extremes. ... I t seems like once they 
got a guy down, they just keep stomping on him." 

A customer comes in. Scott Magnus i s a big, dark-bearded, 
34-year-old grain farmer who voted for Bush, likes Rush Limbaugh 
and doesn't think much of Clinton's p o l i t i c s . 

S t i l l , he says, " I really, truly believe that in most of what 
he does, Clinton means w e l l . " . 

So he doesn't hate Clinton? " I don't hate anybody," Magnus 
says. 

I t ' s a friendly place, Sandoval. 
On the evening of July 21, 1992, the Clinton campaign came 

rolling up Highway 51, the road that nicks the edge of Sandoval on 
i t s way from Centralia to Vandalia. Those are the big towns around 
here, where many people in Sandoval drive to work. There arien't a 
lot of jobs in Sandoval. In fact, there's not a lot of very much. 

What there were a lot of, at least on that night, were 
supporters of B i l l Clinton and Al Gore. •'•;•>•• 

The estimates range from 300 to 1,000 i t doesn't much matter 
which i s right. The point i s that what seemed like thie entire town 
was stretched but along the highway, everybody waving American 
flags and Clinton-Gore banners, singing patriotic songs, cheering 
in the warm Midwest night. 

Clinton ordered the bus to stop. He and Gore and their wives got 
out, hopped onto the roof of a limousine and, spoke. I t turned out 
to be a magical moment, one of the most memorable of the campaign. 

"When we are old men, Al Gore and I , we w i l l say, you should 
have seen the crowd in Sandoval," Clinton declared. 

For Sandoval, i t was the most memorable moment since ever. 
Carolyn Hensen. Democratic committeewoman, had organized the 

rally , " i t was something Sandoval w i l l never forget," she says 
now. "Because, that day we were somebody. We meant something to 
somebody." 

, Clinton went on to beat George Bush here by better than 3-to-l. 
This town i s almost a l l white, mostly Democratic and largely fed 

up with the whole lollygagging, tax-sucking, gossip-monger ing 
Washington establishment. -

They are people who didn't dodge the draft during the Vietnam 
War, whose children fought in Desert Storm. They are 
anti-immigration, anti-welfare, pro-gun, pro-flag. And despite i t 
a l l , many are pro-Clinton. 

Then theire's Dave Schilling. Schilling owns a woodworking shop 
on North Main Street. He's gangly, 50 years old, with a long, 
droopy mustache. He wears suspenders hooked to his blue jeans. He 
i s a registered Republican who voted for Ross Perot. And he doesn't 

'•0k->'"":;'-.'~: 



l i k e B i l l C linton. 
"Him?'' he says, his voice r i s i n g when the subject of the 

president i s broached. "You mean herl President Clinton that's 
H i l l a r y . He's j u s t a figurehead. And they both ought t o be 
impeached.',' 

S c h i l l i n g i s standing outside his shop. He beckons a v i s i t o r 
inside, saying, "I'm probably the only person i n Sandoval who 
doesn't l i k e B i l l C l i n t o n : " > 

" T h i s town carried B i l l C l i n t o n , " he goes on, his voice 
turning sharp with sarcasm. "Everybody i n t h i s town voted f o r him. 
... He could have said he would have doubled the income tax and 
everything else, and they s t i l l would have voted f o r him. Because, 
h e l l , he stopped t o t a l k t o them." 

S c h i l l i n g missed the bus tour, quite i n t e n t i o n a l l y . " I wouldn't 
walk across the street to see him i f he came today." / 

He hates Clinton's health care plan. He hates h i s foreign 
p o l i c y . He hates Mrs. Clinton's r o l e i n the administration. 

But hate B i l l Clinton? " I hate nobody," S c h i l l i n g says. 
* xWell, I got a few people who owe me money I kinda d i s l i k e . ... 
No, hating's f o r young people. I'm too old t o hate anybody." 
APNP-09-26-94 0840EDT 
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THE POLITICAL INTEREST 
Michael Kramer 

Hope Grows in Harlem 

p 
OUTICIANS DO PENANCE IN PLACES LIKE HARLEM AND 
the South Bronx. They tour and deplore and prom­
ise, and very little ever changes. Last week it was Bill 
Clinton's turn. At a church in Harlem across the 

street from an abandoned building and down the block from 
a crack house, the master of empathy was strangely subdued. 
Perhaps because so much of his agenda is perceived of as 
dead or dying, the staple of such appearances, a litany of Ad­
ministration accomplishments, was largely truncated. There 
was a bit of boasting ("We've done more in 20 months than 
anybody 1 in a month of Sundays"), but Clintons overall 
tone was plaintive. "One of the things I ran for President 
about," he said, setting a rather minimalist goal for an activist 
leader, "was just to get us to face 
our problems again . . . and go to 
work on them instead of just talk­
ing about them all the time." 

"Given his muted .....alio, 
Clinton seemed hardly aware 
that some in Harlem are already 
beginning to feel the effects of his 
presidency, a definite, substan­
tive change in direction as, how­
ever incrementally, Clinton re fo­
cuses government spending and 
moves to implement proposals 
that have languished for decade': 

Along Harlem's main thor­
oughfare, 125th Street, business 
is booming, a function bf indige­
nous forces mostly but of CUn­
ton's policies as well. The vacancy 
rate for commercial property is 
less than 2%, and space is renting 
for more than $30 per sq. ft, 
about the same as in midtown 
Manhattan, an astounding surge. 
New stores will soon dot the cross 
streets, and nearby housing units 
are being rehabilitated. The private investment responsible 
for most of this growth is following rising incomes and the re­
turn of better-off femilies. Perhaps most important is the an­
ticipated designation of the area as one of the nation's first six 
empowerment zones. "EZs," as diey are known, are the latest 
incarnation of an old idea formerly called enterprise zones. 
What Clinton's added to the notion beyond tax incentives for 
businesses is a panoply of social services (day care and job 

'training being the most prominent) designed to produce a 
work force capable of staffing the enterprises likely to be at­
tracted by the tax breaks. After the Harlem-South Bronx EZ 
is formally approved later this year,- the Federal Government 
will pour $100 million, into the area, an amount New York 
City and State will match. Added to. the total $300 million 
will be about $70 million in low>interest loans from Fleet 
Bank. "Only some corporations see the opportunities avail­
able," says Fleet's James Murphy.-"6theis will wake up be­
fore long and leverage the thing further. Harlem's coming 

WHAT BILL HATH WROUGHT: The domestic agenda 
may founder, but some urfaanpollctaaw wortdnt 

back, and the EZ deserves a lot of the credit." 
Coining back and being back are different̂  of course. Har­

lem's depression is still staggering. Single female-headed 
households account for 63% of all households with children. 
Forty-two percent of the population has an inrome below the 
poverty line. Black men living in Harlem are less likely to 
reach age 65 than men in Bangladesh. The murder rate for 
males nationally is 10.2 per 100,000 people; in Harlem it's over 
100. The area's infant-mortality rate is 60% higher than that of 
New York City as a whole and can be attributed largely to alco­
hol and drug abuse expectant mothers. 

Some of this horror will be alleviatê  hy Clinton's crime 
bill; more cops will walk Harlem's streets. Increased Head 

Start slots are coming too, along 
j i with new antidrug programs and 
i additional dollars for day care. 
* Above all. the newlv. expanded 
ii earnea-income tax credit, a Clin-
| ton triumph, will lift about 
f 54,000 worldng-pbor femilies out 
|S of poverty. When folly impler 

mented, about $100 million in 
new credits wiD come back to 
Harlem, and most of that money 
will be spent right there. 

Public education, in trouble 
everywhere and in . crisis 
throughout New York dity, is 
worse in Harlem, where union 
rules ensure that the least compe­
tent teachers are assigned. As a 
result, barely 40% of students are 
perfonning at or above grade lev­
els. At Junior High School 43, 
which is fairly representative, 
dass size averages more than 30 • 
students, discipline is hit or miss, 
books are scandalously lacking 
and there aren't even enough 

chairs to go around. Like airlines that overbook, ihe school 
counts on absentees. When "too many" students miraculous­
ly show up, teachers negotiate among themselves for chairs. 
Mf st of this tragedy is due to local budget cuts. One protnis-
ing program is Teach for America, which trains eager; ideal­
istic college graduates to serve in die nation's most distressed 
regions. By including Teach for America in his National Ser­
vice plan (which already has 20,000 Americorps volunteers, 
more than the Peace Corps ever had), Clinton will add teach­
ers to the classrooms of Harlem. Ifhe wins his fight to redis­
tribute $11 billion in federal education aid according to need, 
those classrooms will get more money too. 

Jimmy Carter firet visited what will soon be the Harlem-
South Bronx EZ in 1977. Ronald Reagan toured the same 
streets in 1980, declaring he'd seen nothing "that looked like 
this since London after the blitz." Neither delivered more 
than rhetoric. Clinton has pledged the least, but at least he's 
delivering something. -WUhnporthttbrUimLafmoiMtmYorii 
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Office of tlie Press Secretary 

Not For Release; For Planning Purposes Only October 5,1994 

Highlights of the President's October Schedule 

The following is an overview of the President's schedule for the month of 
October. The schedule is tentative and object to change. The schedule is for 
planning purposes only and not for publication or broadcast 

Mon., Oct. 10 

Tues., Oct. 11 

Wed., Oct. 12 

Thurs., Oct. 13 

Thurs., Oct. 13 

Sat., Oct 15 

Sun., Oct. 16 

Mon., Oct 17. 

Wed., Oct. 19 

Senator Lautenberg/NJ Coordinated Campaign 
Secaucus, NJ 

Congressman Bob Carr/MI Coordinated Campaign 
Michigan 

Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee 
Washington, DC 

National Association of Police Officers 
Washington, DC 

Congressman Bob Carr Reception 
Washington, DC 

Gubernatorial Candidate Bill Curry Event 
Connecticut 

Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee 
Miami, FL 

RON: New Mexico 

International Chiefs of Police Conference 
Albuquerque, NM " 

Governor Mario Cuomo Reception v pj 
New York City, NY . V J 7 . ft 

-more-



October Overview, Page 2 

Thurs., Oct. 20 

Fri., Oct. 21 

Sat., Oct. 22 

Sun., Oct 23 

Mon., Oct. 24 

Tues., Oct 25 

Wed., Oct 26 

Thurs., Oct 27 

Fri., Oct 28 

Sat; Oct 29 

Democratic National Committee Dinner 
Washington, DC 

Kennedy-King Dinner with 
Senator Charles Robb and Congressman James Moran 
Northern Virginia 

Gubernatorial Candidate Kathleen Brown Event 
San Francisco, CA 

Senate Candidate Ron Sims Event 
Seattle, WA 
RON: Ohio 

Attomey General Lee Fisher Rally and Luncheon 
Cleveland, OH 

Town Hall Meeting 
Congressman Tom Sawyer Dinner 
Akron, OH 
RON: Washington, DC 

Gubernatorial Candidate Myrth York Event 
Rhode Island 

Anti-Violence Forum 1 

Buffalo, NY 
RON: Washington, DC 

Gubernatorial Candidate Bonnie Campbell Events 
Davenport and Des Moines, IA 
RON: Michigan 

GOTV Rally 
Congressman Bob Carr Luncheon 
Detroit, MI 

Midwest Voter Hispanic Leadership Dinner 
Chicago, EL 
RON: Washington, DC 

Italian-American Dinner < . 
Washington, DC 
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