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HEADLINE: Growing Up Italian;
Chicago Experiences Flavored Young Lives

BYLINE: Miriam Di Nunzio

BODY :

Nearly 400,000 Italian-Americans make their home in the Chicago area. A
mixture of the o0ld world and the new, their culture and traditions are an
integral part of Chicago's rich ethnic heritage.

Three prominent Italian-Americans reminisced about growing up Italian and
American in Chicago.

Anthony Bottalla, chairman of the American United Cab Association, Chicago;
chairman, 1992 Columbus Day Parade.

He came to America with his parents in 1938. He learned to speak English by
pointing to objects and listening to an American friend identify them.

"The first three years that I was in this country, I was horrified because I
didn't speak the language and I had to start first grade without being able to
talk to the other kids, " Bottalla said.

"It's scary being in a new place, a whole new country where you don't speak
the language or don't dress like everyone else . But being a child, I think I
actually learned the language faster and started to 'fit in' faster. "

After three years in Kewanee, Ill., the Bottalla family moved to Chicago's
Little Italy community.

"I was fortunate because though I lived in an Italian neighborhood, I
attended Wells High School, primarily Polish and Irish, so I learned about other
people's cultures and heritages."

Bottalla's father - a school teacher in Italy - worked as a laborer in
America.

"My father swept floors, loaded boxcars - whatever it took to support his
family and give us a better life in America," Bottalla said. " And he really
taught me to respect all people, and to work for what you want in life.

"I'm an Italian, yes, but I'm so proud of being an American and so grateful
to this country because this country has been good to me. The opportunities here
are unlimited if you're willing to contribute positively to society.”
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Andrea Mugnolo, Jr., vice president of sales for Racconto Pasta Co., Melrose
Park.

Growing up in Elmwood Park, Andrea Mugnolo thought - everyone in the world was
Italian.

"Oour neighborhood was totally Italian, and for whatever reasons, we always
hung around with Italian kids," Mugnolo said. "Maybe it was because everybody's
parents wanted to know who your friends were and who their families were, and if
they were from the same ethnic group, it was OK. As a kid, the world was pretty
much Italian."

School changed Mugnolo's view of the world.

"I met kids of all ethnic backgrounds. It was such an enlightening time in my
life. That's what America is all about - a chance for all cultures to live
together and learn from each other."

Some traditions remained.

"On Sundays the whole family got together at our grandparents' house for the
big pasta dinner and everybody talked about what happened that week. Everybody
went. It was a given - you just went on Sundays."

"I don't look at Columbus as someone who came here and took something away
from someone," Mugnolo said. "He opened the door to a new world. I'm proud of
what he did and of the immigrants who came here and sweated and sacrificed to
build this country into what it is today. This is a time to celebrate everything
that America means."

Theresa Petrone, member, Illinois State Board of Electionsg; also served as
its first female chairman.

"Italian women have always held a powerful position within the traditional
family," Petrone said. "We're strong, fiercely loyal to our families and our
communities. We're modern women - we're senators, chairmen of boards, teachers,
doctors, lawyers."

Born in Venice, Petrone came to America with her parents as an infant. The
family settled in the Grand and Racine area, predominantly German and Swedish at
that time. :

"My parents lived in Venice, but they were Austrian, so I spoke Italian and
German - no English - by the time I entered first grade because that's what we
spoke at home."

Petrone experienced an almost non-traditional upbringing. Her parents -
believing that a good American citizen worked hard - enrolled her in
extra-curricular classes such as dancing, cooking, sewing and gymnastics.
Saturdays were reserved for weekly visits to the Art Institute and the Field
Museum. Sundays meant attending a Roman Catholic church service in the morning
and a Presbyterian service in the afternoon.

"My parents really taught me and my sisters to experience life to the
fullest, to see what other cultures were all about, which is why we went to
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two different churches. We learned and studied and became women with strong
family traditions, but we also acquired the knowledge and determination to

succeed outside the home.
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