
Hillary's 
Home Field 
Advantage 

H OPE DIES hard in the 
District of Columbia, home 
to the country's highest 

homicide and infant mortality rates. 
We in the District believe that the 
president of the United States, no 
matter who he is, will notice the 
disarray on his doorstep in the 
capital of the Western world—and 
try to do something about it. 

Bill Clinton started out 
extra-promising. Not only did he 
make a pre-inauguration tour of 
Georgia Avenue, he visited a public 
school. But when I suggested to one 
of his aides that he make a practice 
of it, jogging into classrooms, I was 
told that "if you show an interest, 
they expect you to do 
something—and we have no 
money." I've given up on Clinton as 
the savior of the District. But he 
has a wife, and she's smart, and 
needs a new interest. She was a 
long-time board member of the 
Children's Defense Fund. She 
promised that when she finished 
health care, she would take on 
violence. There could be no better 
place than this city, where violence 
is so rampant that four people were 
killed in a gunfight inside police 
headquarters. 

Hillary doesn't have to take on 
the whole thing. She could just 
appoint herself the town nanny, 
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their way than President Clinton Get 
alone King George) that they were 
practically countercultural. The 
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children, who come from 
indifferent homes, attend 
indifferent schools and often 
despair of getting any attention 
unless they get pregnant or sell 
drugs. It doesn't take that much 
money to make a change in these 
lives. What is needed is time and 
attention and involvement. 

The First Lady is weary of 
policy-making. The collapse of 
health care reform is given as a 
principal reason for the 
Democratic rout. An angry 
populace, which hated the 
program she so laboriously 
assembled, was nonetheless 
infuriated by her husband's failure 
to deliver it. White male voters, 
for some reason, were 
particularly offended. Lately, she 
has expressed startling opinions 
about social questions. She said, 
for instance, that abortion is 
"wrong" and that she is not 
"comfortable with the school 
distribution of condoms." These 
views conflict with those of the 
administration's surgeon general, 
her husband and herself not so 
long ago. She says no more. She is 
disinclined for dialogue. 

Nothing would change the air 
around her more drastically than a 
new project in a stricken city. 
Writer Sally Quinn, a member of 
the Mayor's Advisory Committee 
on Maternal and Child Health, has 
broached the subject and 
ascertained that Mayor-to-be 
Marion Barry, the redeemed 
rogue recently re-elected, would 
be dehghted to have Mrs. Clinton. 

Saving children means paying 
attention to them. It means 

rescuing them, particularly boys, 
from stepping onto the slippery 
slope that begins with a bad 
attitude in school—for good 
reason—and ends up in jail. It 
means taking them in first grade 
and explaining A-B-C and 1-2-3. It 
means understanding that many 
children go to school without ever 
having had a story read to them or 
even a kind word passed along. It 
could mean working against the 

It doesn't take that 
much money to 
make a change in 
these lives. What is 
needed is time and 
attention and 
involvement 
Family Reunification Act, which 
sends children back to abusive 
parents. 

If Mrs. Clinton goes to a school 
once a week for two hours and 
helps a child with homework, 
many other people may be so 
minded. There are some fine 
programs: Operation Rescue, the 
Family and Community Life 
Service of First Trinity Lutheran 
Church. 

My favorite vignette of the 
marvels of personal attention 
comes from an encounter 
between a visiting judge and a 
homeless child at St. Ana'r Mant 

Home. Judith Rogers, a district 
judge who has since progressed to 
the federal bench, met with the 
boy when he was 8 and in big 
trouble. He was a big kid who 
looked as if he knew more than he 
did. School was hell to him. He 
was surrounded by smaller 
children who knew how to read, 
recite poems and do other things 
that exposed him for a dunce. He 
did the usual: He hit them. He was 
sent home, suspended. I asked 
Judge Rogers to speak to him. 

Beforehand, I took the boy 
aside and told him that the judge 
sat on a high bench and sent 
people to jail for doing bad 
things—all familiar subjects to 
him—and I hoped he wouldn't end 
up in her courtroom. They 
withdrew and sat on a bench in 
long conversation. 

They came back looking very 
pleased. She had got it out of him 
that he wanted to be a fireman. 
She was inspired to say, "You 
can't just go and be a fireman. You 
have to take a test, and you have 
to study hard in school to pass it." 
It was as if a giant light had been 
switched on in his head. He had 
never associated school with 
anything good or important. He 
stopped hitting, bragged about 
"the judge who talked to me." 

Such are the fortuities when 
you get into the business of letting 
children know they matter. 
Hillary Clinton, after her 
experience with ungrateful 
politicians, deserves them. She 
should think of the photo-ops and 
remember that nobody is going to 
get mad at her for watching over 
poor children—although Jesse 
Helms may try. 
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Childhood's End 
In the Capital of Infant Mortality, Marion Barry Calls for Radical Steps 

. 1 J 

•y.:-' By Sally Quirin : 

EGGY GALLEN, a nurse-midwife at D.C. 
General for 19 j^ars, delivered a baby in 
May. The mother was a 15-year-old giving 
birth to her second baby, her first child 

having been bom two years earlier. While she was 
in labor, her boyfriend, the reputed father of the 
new infant, sat in the delivery room and sucked his ..-
thumb. The grandmother, a young woman herself, 
was too drunk to stay awake during the delivery. 

. • "When riew-boms are brought into a situation' 
like that," says Gallen, who finally left D.C. Gener­
al last month ih frustration, "how can you expect to 
turn it around?"; " 
\ ^ critical question for this community—but not 
a\neyr one. Fifteen years ago, when Mayor-elect' 
Marion Barry began his first'term, he called the 
District's infant mortality rate its "number one 
health problem." Nine days after taking office in 
January 1979, he called the infant death rate "at 
best a disgrace and at worst an act of collective 
criminal negligence ... in the capital of the most 
technologically developed country in the world."^ 

Nothing much has changed since—although 
Barry kept his word and took steps toward reform­
ing the system. Today, surveying the social wreck­
age of the dty, the mayor-elect in an interview last -
week called for draconian measures—including, in 
some cases, a mandatory five-year contraceptive; 
implant (Norplant) for women on welfare. "If you 
don't want the government in your business, then, 
you don't have to [ask the government for] any 
money," Barry says. (Excerpts from the interview 
with Barry appear on Page C4.) 

As Barry looks ahead to his next term, he must 
consider these facts from the little-publicized 1990. 
Infant Mortality Review Progress Report: the Dis- . 
trict had "the highest infant mortality rate of any'7 
similar geopolitical entity, state, or territory 
among the United States . . . . Fifteen percent of 
families live in poverty... two thirds are headed 
by women. The high school drop-out rate exceeds 
45 percent There is a major drug problem and ho­
micide numbers are among the highest of all cit­
ies." v • V : ; : •.- • 
, But if the hews is still bleak, the good news is 
this: Barry understands as well as anyone that 
Washington must begin at the beginning by ad-; 
dressing the root causes of the problem—womeq 
having babies they either don't intend, don't want 
or won't take care of.. 

He understands that young girls must be edu-. 
cated not only about sexuality but about drugs, al­
cohol and cigarettes; sexually transmitted diseases 
(STDs); and about abuse and violence. They and 
their boyfriends must be taught about—and have 
• .....;:;;/;, See CHHJBEN,C4,Col 1; .... • c-c.:; 
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the Mayor 's Advisory Committee on Maternal and 
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access to—contraceptives. And if diey do get 
pregnant, they must get adequate prenatal 
care to ensure that their children are properly 
fed, immunized and nurtured. 

You think you've heard all this before, that 
the situation is hopeless, right' In fact a high­
ly Unlikely pair—working together—could 
bring about positive change: Marion Barry and 
Hillary Clinton, longtime activist for children's 
rights. Says Barry, "Oh God, it would be great 
to have that kind of a resource!" 

Washington should be a model dty, the 
jewel in the crown. Instead it is a na­
tional embarrassment The 1990 In­

fant Mortality Review Progress Report said 
this; "There has been and continues to be, dis­
proportionately high black infant mortality and 
low: birth-weight rates. Indeed the low birth-
weight rate, at 16 percent, is almost double 
the national average." 

If this is the 1990 report, imagine what the 
1995 report would look like! Many simply turn 
away. But the problem is not a liberal-conser­
vative, rich-poor or black-white proWem. We 
are all in this together and, without fixing it, 
we will all pay the price in more crime, more 
disease, more children with low cognitive 
skills and more people being raised to be bur­
dens on sodety rather than contributors. 

But how to do rt? 
Ih his first term as mayor, Marion Barry 

put the issue of maternal and child health at 
the top of his agenda. He hired the dynamic 
Reed Tuckson as his health commissioner and 
gave him freedom to deal with the problems 
as he saw fit Together they formed a blue rib­
bon commission on infant mortality and, ac­
cording to Peg Gallen. "The reason babies are 
being saved at all is because of that"., 

"Barry politicized the issue," says Sarah 
Brown, of the Institute of Medicine and the 
co-chairman of the Mayor's Advisory Board 
on Maternal and Child Health. "He was willing 
to get out front on it." , -L. 

John Scanlon, director of Neonatology at 
Columbia Hospital for Women, agrees: "Barry 
recognized right away that this issue was not 
just medical, it was not just social, and he was 
always very interested in it" 

"This is his issue," says Tuckson, now 'presi 
dent of Charles Drew University of Medidhe 
and Sdence in South Central Los Angeles. 
"Marion always said, 'Do it' without blinking 
an eye. This is his thing." 

Saying "do it" and actually getting it done in 
1995 is going to be a very different matter 
than in the early '80s. That is particularly the 
case with a new Republican Congress in an an­
ti-welfare climate, although Barry, in his inter­
view, sees the chance for "empowerment" in a 
Republican era. He believes that "the welfare 
system has enslaved the recipients." 

Barry says, "You're torn between punishing 
the child or punishing the parent There 
are 23,000 families on AFDC [Aid to Families 
With Dependent Children] That would 
be part of our plan—that you would have to 
have a mandatory X-number of hours of par­
enting [classes] in order to receive your bene-
fits." 

A major obstacle to solving any problem 
the District is the stultifying bureaucracy th 
has broken the spirits of even the most dec 
cated workers. It did not help that the outg 
ing mayor, Sharon Pratt Kelly, showed 
seemingly inexplicable lack of interest in tl 
problem of maternal and chOd health. 

John Scanlon, who has just overseen tl 
spending of $365,000 for a study erf 220 infa: 
deaths, is nearly apoplectic with frustratio: 
The District," he says, is a large sinkhol 
The Department (rf Human Resources is mot 
setf-replkative than DNA. There's no comp 
tence for anything but survival skills. It neet 
a major overhaul The Office of Maternal ar. 

-Child Health is a byzantine structure to mab 
tain the careers of people who have jobs." 

Renee Jenkins, the new chief of pediatric 
at Howard University Hospital, is just as veh< 
ment There are too many advisory commi 
tees," she says. There is a conununicador 
and an information gap." 

Dealing with the District's bureaucrac; 
says Peg Gallen, "is like swimming throug 
pudding." 

If Marion Barry has been in this "pudding 
before, Hillary Clinton has not But the forme 
co-chairman of the Children's Defense Fund i 
no stranger to the problem. And as the secon 
most visible resident of the dty, she coul 
make an enormous difference. "I'm sure sh 
could probably help attract some of the bet 
minds in the country," Barry says. 

If the problem in the District is to be proj 
eriy addressed, short of dosing down th 
Department of Human Services, a goo 

way to begin is to appoint a "czar" to overse 
all maternal and child health problems. Ther 
has to be somebody who has the power of th 
mayor to cut across all these bureaucrade 
and has the prestige enough where the privat 
sector and nonprofit sector will respond," Bar 
rysays. 

Money is dearly a problem. Any major ef 
fort will be costiy, and sorely-taxed resident: 
wiD want to know where it comes from. Bu 
money is already available in the form of Trtl 
10 grants, Healthy Start money, a $53 millioi 
grant from NIH to the Georgetown Medica 
School and more. But none of this money i: 
consolidated 

"You have to set up an independent tasi 
force," says John Scanlon. i t has to be pullet 
but of the District bureaucracy. It has to b 
responsible to the outside. A czar has to b 
somebody who can't be bought, who can sta-
focused." 

For this czar, no issue is more importan 
than contraception—a question that has Ion; 
been regarded as too controversial for pohc) 
makers. "Family planning and cohtraceptior 
have always been a hot potato in this busi­
ness," Peg Gallen says, "and people don't want 
to make that the principle objective." 

But as Sarah Brown points out vividly 
"What's more of a hot potato? Dead babies oi 
contraception? I don't understand what's con 
troversial about contraception. We have tc 
take back the night on this issue." 

Barry, with his advocacy of mandatory Nor 
plant in some cases, has certainly taken a con 
troversial steo in that, direction. 
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Brenda Cooper, of Planned Parenthood, un­
derstands the nature of the controversy. 

"I run into people who suggest that birth 
control is genocide," Cooper says. "But real 
genocide is having babies when you can't take 
care of them and don't want them and let 
them nm wild. No one ever suggests that if 
you're middle class with ambition and aspira­
tions, that it is wrong to control your fertility. 
But give a poor woman the same options and 
suddenly it's genocide. Why not encourage 
people with the least resources not to have 
children? Constant childbearing gives you no 
freedom to dream, to plan." 

Without strong leadership in this area, you 
can forget the whole thing—or so most people 
who work in this field believe. 

"You have got to implement family planning 
first," says John Scanlon, definitively. 

"People who are interested in children's is­
sues," says Sarah Brown, "have a long list of 
things they want to do Head Start, im­
proved schools, school lunches, anti-violence 
programs, special ed, health care, pediatric 
care, immuhiiation... but they have been si­
lent on the issue of contraception. We want to 
make contraception a children's issue." 

Brown points out that these babies are not 
all "unwanted"; some are simply "unintended." 
But many are unwanted, she says, and that's 
why these children are at special risk—their 
mothers engage in risky behavior and get pre­
natal care later if at al 

"We're willing as a society to intervene 
once they are bom," says Brown, "but these 
women themselves are telling you that they 
iio not want to have these babies." 

Brown cannot understand why those op­
posed to abortion are so against family plan­
ning. 

"The abortion issue has spoiled the soup for 
contraception" she says. The family planning 
people have been isolated from the main­
stream of child welfare issues and isolated 
from children's groups." 

The controversy. Brown believes, "gets to 
fte issue of sex. This country is squeamish 
»l>out sex But if you talk about contraception 
Vou have to talk about sex. The anti-family-
Ptaiming people wiD say that to talk about sex 
<% increases sexual activity, but statistics 
show that good information and services can 
delay the age of first intercourse." 

Lawrence D'Angelo. the chairman of the 
'-V-'partment of Adolescent .md Youn? Adult 

Medicine at Childrens Hospital, acknowledges 
the controversy. But he stresses the impor­
tance of promoting contraception. Condons, 
he says, are particularly effective because 
they also protect against sexually transmitted 
diseases. 

There's been a dramatic increase of kids 
with HIV," D'Angelo says. Tn 1987 it was .04 
percent and by 1993 it was 3.1 percent We 
would like to see a wide availability of con­
doms. We would like to delay adolescent sexu­
al activity but we need to protect against 
STDs. That's why we stress the use of both 
contraceptives and condoms." 

D'Angelo's clinic has had fairly good suc­
cess with Norplant because the staff is sup­
portive and skilled at removing the implant 
from women's arms. A new, safe IUD, every­
one agrees, is not satisfactory because so 
many of these young girls have 20 or more 
partners and pelvic inflammatory disease. And 
pills are not practical because people forget to 
take them. 

The current contraceptive of choice is the 
synthetic hormone Depo Provera, which lasts 
three months. But, D'Angelo says, "a lot of 
kids want to get pregnant, for status, for 
somebody who is theirs, because it is the ac­
cepted norm. We have to be supportive of 
young mothers, but the message needs to be 
that there is a better way to approach adult­
hood." 

Renee Jenkins at Howard favors Depo 
Provera and says that despite the regular 
shots, "the kids I'm seeing are surprisingly in­
terested in it It's not so permanent," she says. 
"They have control over it" She finds herself 
frustrated by bureaucratic stupidities: "At Bal-
lou [High School]" she says, "you can't get 
condoms from the school clinic but you can 
from the school nurse. Now, does that make 
sense?" 

Says Barry, "I have a problem with con­
doms without the prerequisite educational and 
counseling functions [that] go with it" 

One of the problems, according to Peg Gal­
len, is that "young women are menstruating at 
10 and 12 now. At the turn of the century 
women didn't ovulate until age 15. Now 
they're expected to go 10 years before the 
first ovulation and sexual relationships or mar­
riage"—which she says isn't realistic. 

Like so many others, Gallen too has been 
frustrated by the bureaucracy. She cites the 
30-day waiting period between signing for a 
tubal ligation and getting it "People who need 
it and want it," she says, "are down on their 
knees begging for it particularly at delivery of 
an unintended pregnancy. Many of them are 
addicts, many HIV positive, many suffering 
from abuse, most with no prenatal care. At de­
livery they are saying please give it to me, and 
we make them wait. The next time we see 
them is at their next delivery." 

She adds, "I remember growing up during 
World War IL Well, this problem is more le­
thal to our culture than the Nazis ever were." 

^ i f T I 1 1 6 t l o m i i n a n t theme of this whole 
1 situation," says Reed Tuckson, is 
X that: tyngs- seem so out of con­

trol... We know what works, the blueprint is 
there"—one-stop shopping, comprehensive 
and easily accessible services in a single place. 
"But how do we catch matters early enough so 
that infant mortality as an issue begins with 
the sixth-grader who tells her mother what 
dress she wants to be buried in." 

jHiTudketn (Kinks Barry is one d the few peo-
Pfe whpican actually do something. 
vvH* has the charisma and the capacity to 

makelit happen. You should hold the mayor 
accoufitabie and hold each odier as a dty ac­
countable. At his first meeting of the entire 
cabinet he should say this is the number one 
way I'm going to evaluate you—on your suc­
cess to coordinate to save these babies' lives. 
He has to make it so that if you want status in 
this community, you won't get it unless you d<r 
something that is related to mentoring chil­
dren. All these people are just wringing then-
hands and saying it's hopeless. Well, it isn't 
hopeless if we can get enough people to band 
together and do h." 

Barry says, "You've got to be realistic but 
you've got to abo believe that it can happen if 
you put the right kind of energy in it and the 
right kind of people together. You've just got 
to."' 

The Mount Airy Baptist Church is situated 
right in the middle of one of the most de­
pressed projects in Washington. Sunum Cor-
da, where the annual income is between' 
$7,000 and $9,000 a year. There, Planned 
Parenthood's Brenda Cooper has started a sex 
education project for girls aged 7 to 12. An­
other for the early teens is about to be started' 
and a third, at Dunbar High school down the 
block, is for young mothers. , . 

Overseeing these projects is Philip Johnson," 
the pastor, who is trying to read) out and 
make contact He meets with ministen in the 
area, and walks the streets (rf Suraum Corda, . 
talking to teenagers who won't cone to 
church. 

The only time these girls get attentioo is if 
they get pregnant," he says, sounding much 
like Marion Barry. "We're trying to give them 
a lot (rf attention now. Our society rewards 
negative behavior and ignores good behavior.' " 
If they get pregnant they are showered with-
attention and presents and blessings by botĥ  
boys and society. Then they start getting ; 
checks. That's a trend that has to be changed. . 
They shoukl be rewarded and celebrated for 
going to school, for not getting pregnant" 
- The dass of "Young Treasures" meets once 
a week and is conducted by Lenora Sweeny. 
On this day, there are approximately 10 little 
girls, some in uniform fran a nearby Catholic 
school, others in jeans. They are polite, inter­
ested, excited and embarrassed by the idea of 
having a guest, reading a new, rather graphic 
and frank sex book and discussing it in front of 
a guest But soon their reserve breaks down; 
they are laughing and giggling and telling sto­
ries on each other, jumping out (rf their seats 
with glee, desperately waving their hands to . 
be recognized. 

They reveal that a friend erf theirs, a 13-
year-old, has recently become pregnant All 
agree it is a bad thing. They feel sorry far her. 
they would never do that themselves, they re­
gard her as a "freak." But then they tell how 
the boys hang around the playground and get 
them to play Seven Eleven (Seven kisses and 
11 humps") and they begin finger-pomtrng, . 
who had played and who had not 

They're so full of light now,' says Brenda 
Cooper sadly. "And yet you know that before 
long that light will get diminished." 
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Reflections of Marion Barry 
Tie D.C. Mayor-Elect on Ml/are, Sex, Hillary Clinton and Family Mdues 

In an interview last week with Washing­
ton journalist Sally Quinn, Mayor-elect Bar­
ry addressed the crisis of unwanted pregnan­
cy in the District, saying, "This is going to be 
a part cf my high priority, lOOday plan, fig­
uring oul what we do and how we start do­
ing it' In the course of the interview, he ad­
dressed various topics affecting maternal 
and child care in the city 

• On welfare: "Somebody [from the GOP has 
talked] about how the welfare system has en­
slaved the recipients. I agree with that . . . So 
yon find that Republicans are talking about 
ways of refonn that are going to help us to em­
power the people. And not having a baby is an 
empowerment in itself because ifs so rare now 
among teenagers to find those who have not 
had a baby." 
• On welfare motfimr"You start out with the 
pfaitaophy that you can have as many babies 
as you want... if you don't ask the govern­
ment to take care of them. But when you start 
^"^""g the guveinment to take caxe of them. 

the government now ought to have some con­
trol over you. I would say, for people like that 
if they want the government to take care of 
their children I would be for something bke 
Norplant mandatory Norplant 

"U you ask the government to take care of 
those you already have and you've had five or 
sec children or some number, whatever they 
decide, and you want the government to coo-
tinue to take care of you and those that may be 
coming, then I think the government ought to 
impose that oo i t Now if you don't want the 
government in your business then you don't 
have to [ask the government for] any mooey." 
• On teenage pregnancy. This is really a 
^mffimmty problem in the sense that it's a val­
ue system problem where young ladies feel, 
for whatever reason . . . they want to get 
pregnant Some of them get pregnant deliber­
ately and they just want to have a baby (or a lot 
of psychological i 

The seoood part of the pregnancy situatian 
is young ladies or young men refuse to use any 
kind of contraceptive. They just don't believe 

in i t It messes up the feehng and those are the 
crazy kind of things you hear." 
• On sexual behavior: "Now I'm a strong 
church person. I go to Union Temple Baptist 
Church and I believe strongly in God, believe 
strongly in values and morals... but the reali­
ty is that young people... are going to en­
gage in sex whether we like it or not There's 
a view put forth by Dick Gregory and others 
that all these I H M I I W ^ that are in chickens 
and other things are being passed on to these 
young people and therefore their hormonal 
thing is higher than ever before. Ever heard 
that theory? Dfck Gregory said that these pro­
duce, chickens and beef are filled with so many 
hnnnnn« that the hormones are passed onto 
the food into [thor] bodies. 
. "And thafs why young people are growing 

' bigger now, that's why young ladies are more 
developed You see somebody who is 12-years-
old now as physically developed as some 18- or 

19-year-olds "Whatever's causing it, 
you've got the hormonal drive, the sex drive, 
and you've got these young people with all this 

energy and you've got this whole thing oo tele­
vision about sex And so I think you've 
really got to have a serious health-sex parent 
and education course that involves contracep­
tives in schools, in health centers. In fact to be 
serious, I'm opposed to just giving out contra­
ceptives. . . . 

1 have a problem with condoms without the 
prerequisite educational and counseling func­
tions, that] go with i t . . . There has to be 
some education about what sex is all about 
Even with a condom, if you don't use it proper­
ly or don't understand why it's being used, you 
know you've got pregnancy, you've got 
A I D S . • . ? - M ,. .... 
• On the streets: I was so sad. [I saw a young 
woman] and she's waving my car down . . . on 
Atabama Avenue. I stopped... and I always 
do this, 'Hey Marion Barry, what's up, bey 
what's up?" And she was pregnant I said, bow 
old is she. She said. 16. She said, 'You've got 
can you lend me $5?" And then we talked... 
She was doing drugs and she toU me, 1 ain't 
going to lie to you,' she said, ' I reaOy think that 
I need something to get high, I need some 
money.. . ." So I talked to her about going 
someplace. She said shell think about i t but I 
knew she wasn't going to, she wouldn't give 
her name. Ordinarily they give me their 
names.... I could teD by her attitude that she 
was going to get high and the baby is going to 

te born'addicted to drugs. That's a sad situa 
tion." 
• On low turth weight Tt seems to me that 
when a woman goes to see a physician or oom " 
munity health dime or wherever she goes and 
it is dear then that she may have a km birth 
weight baby... that there ought to be some 
way to begin to alert the health systems that 
this is hsppcmng . . . 

1 get the impression now that when a hdy 
has a low birth weight baby at D.C General, 
Columbia Hospital etc, there is nothing in the 
present process where anybody D the health 
system knows about it outside of the txxpctal 
where they are located.... If you dont start 
taking care of your body when you're preg­
nant take care of your body long before, if you 
don't care of your body, ifD show 19 in [the] 
pregnancy." 
• On Hillary Clinton's participation: 1 wel­
come i t I mean we'd start tomorrow nnuiaig 
Oh God, it would be great to have tat knd of 
a resource. . * 

Tm sure she could probably help attract 
some of the best minds in the owiiiliy that 
[have] got ideas about this and worker bees 
who put up their sleeves and aft down and,.' 
piece by piece, help put this tpfltthf on a larg­
er scale.- ,,J. .... . ^ e ^ h i w f e v f e f e -
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^tge tha* firing ̂  * ' o u l d 1 ) 6 i n c r e t i i W y 

^ ^ ^ a r o u n d A i s time that Ickes, in a 
* n^jie chat, told Clinton about Ste-

new role as RTC sleutL Clinton, Ick-
P^jjnitted in his deposition, was "gravely 
ZZremed." In testhnony. last week, Ickes 
r^ened to add that Clinton did not direct 
P*! or anyone else toido anything about 
JILphen* appointment Stephanopoulos 
^Ickes later called Ahman from Ste-
^opoulos" office and complained about 
tjjjemanner" of Altman'g recusal. During 
[jjis conversation, Altman maintained last 
êek, Ickes and Stephanopoulos pressed 

pitman to remove Stephens. Later Altman 
rold Steineii who was in the room during 
the call, that Ickes and Stephanopoulos 
must be "crazy" to try to pressure him to re­
move Stephens. Tfestifying under oath last 
vreek, both Stephanopoulos and Ickes de-
oied telHng Altman to get rid of Stephens. 
"1 never directed anyone to impede with 
that investigation in any way," said 
Stephanopoulos. 

FEB. 28. With Altman out and Stephens 
not budging, the hunt for a new KTC chief 
began. Associate counsel Eggleston com-
pleted a six-page memo, addressed to Ickes 
but bound for Hillary Clinton, in which he 
asked, "Now that Mr. Altman has recused 
himself from further involvement in the 
Madison Guaranty matters, who at the RTC 
will be the decision maker On whether to 
bring a ervG action arising oiit of the failure 
of Madison Guaranty?" Noting that the 
White House would soon nominate a re­
placement for Altman, Eggleston added, 
"If the person refuses to recuse and is con­
firmed, then that person will become the 
decision maker" (Eggleston said last week 
that he presumed anyone Clinton appoint­
ed would "be forced" to recuse himself.) 

VETERAN BANK REGULATOR JOHN RYAN IS 
now the acting chief of the RTC and Bent-
sen has promised to name a permanent 
ceo quiddy. But there are likely to be fare­
wells soon. Altman is a marked man, seem­
ing too anxious to please his White House 
superiors but less than candid wife the 
Banking Committee. Also departing soon 
may be Hanson, too slow to correct Alt-
man's Senate testimony and too quick to do 
Nussbaum's bidding. Steiner's odds of sur­
vival are better, but TYeasury Secretary 
Bentsen may want to sweep clean. 

What got the White House in trouble in 
the first place was that it worried too much 
about people it could not control at the HTC: 
first Altman, then Kulka, then Stephens. 
Now, partly as a result of seeking control, 
the White House has lost control. And it has 
Kenneth Starr to worry about. -wHfcreport-
big by NOB BuMth and Saneel Raten/WaaWng. 
tonMdMktoetKnnmr/N***** 

THE POLITICAL I NTERF.ST 
Michael Kramer 

Slippery Hillary 
D

ID YOU CATCH THAT LITTLE-NOTED STUNNER IN THE MIDST OF LAST 
week's Whitewater drone? If you were ghied to the congressional 
hearings, to the repudiated diaries, sworn contradictions and " I don't 
recalls," you may have missed it. A year after the suicide of deputy 

White House counsel Vincent Foster, the Administration admitted that its pre­
vious accounts about the search of Foster's office followmg his death were, as the 
Nixonites used to say, inoperative. Even more amazing, the person at the center 
of this particular storm isn't the President; it's his wife. 

To appreciate what the New York Times headlined NEW MISSTATEMENTS, 
flash back to Mis. Clinton's April 22 press conference. During most of that ses­
sion, journalists sought to understand how a novice makes a bundle in the com­
modities market. The most benign spin on the First Lady's explanation that day 
is that she had an expert for a friend, although even that seemingly harmless tale 
refuted the initial story, which attributed Mrs. Clinton's success to her perusal of 

the Wall Street Journal. 
11 The Poster matter arose only 
* briefly during the hour and 12 

Ijj minutes. "There's been a lot of 
IS concern and criticism" about the 
K removal of documents from Fos-
|S tor's office, Mrs. Clinton con­

ceded, but "f cannot speak to 
that in any detail" because " . . . I 
was not here, I was in Arkansas." 
And anyway, she added, " I be­
lieve [the search] was done in 
the presence of officials from the 
park police," which had jurisdic­
tion over the case. That sounded 
fine: Mrs. Clinton was away, and 
the cops controlled the scene. 
But, as the park police con-

u t M . . ^ , . „ , _ firmed to the Senate Banking 
InAprt: 'Wve been camfid all through Oils committee last week, they were 
only near the zone; they were not in it. They had been forced to "sit outside* Fos­
ter's office while White House aides segregated the material Well, Mrs. Clinton 
might say today, "all 1 said in April was what 1 beHeoeif to be true." 

Hiat kind of legalistic parsing might not rival the President's occasional 
hedging, but an actual exchange revealed the First Lady's own artful way with 
words. Near the end of her press conference, tors. Clinton was asked why her 
chief of staff, Maggie Williams, was "involved at all" in the document retrieval- " I 
don't know that she did remove any documents," Mis. Clinton answered. " I 
didn't send anyone into [Foster's] office to retrieve anything," she elaboiated 
several weeks later-which was technically correct It was Bernard Nussbaum, 
then the White House counsel, who distributed the documents. The whole 
truth, thougi, is that Nussbaum gave a file marked ̂ Whitewater" to Williams, 
who then had it stored on the third floor of the White House residence. Fhredays 
later; the papers were transferred to the Clintons' personal attorney. They even­
tually reached special counsel Robert Fiske, but not voluntarily, as the White 
House first said. Fiske had to subpoena them. What's more, the White House 
now admits that Williams acted at Mis. Clinton's direction after she phoned the 
Pirst Lady in Litde Rock. Mrs. Clinton may not have known all the details, but 
she was direcdy responsible for some of the details that mattered most-and that 
she eonveniendy avoided mentioning on two occasions. 

No one yet knows why the Clintons appear to have ignored the lesson of 
Watergate: the cover-up is invariably worse than the matters the participants seek 
to conceal. What we now do know, however, is that Mrs. Clinton is more like Mt 
Clinton than anyone ever realized. Slick Willie, meet Slippery Hillary. • 

TIME. AUGUST 15.1994 i d 
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Mrs. Clinton 
switches to 
low-key role 

ByBobHohler 
GLOBE STAFT 

WASHINGTON - A first lady had 
never given a speech at the Pentagon. 

So when Hillary Rodham Clinton 
ventured last week into the military lab­
yrinth. Gen. John Shalikashvili, chair­
man of the joint chiefs, churned a front-
row seat for the historic occasion. De­
fense Secretary William Parry and le­
gions of military brass also attended. 

But the nation's press was all but ab­
sent A half-doten reporter* lingered be­
hind two televiaion camerau. 

A similar scene unfolded a few hours 
later when Clinton addressed nearly 
1,000 members cf tlie Child Welfare 
league of America at a Washington ho­
tel Again, only a handful of journalists 
beheld her new world. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

APPHCTO 

Hillary Rodham Clinton attends a 
brunch yesterday In Copenhagen. . ' " _^ 

A year aftar a monumental campaign 
to revolutioniffi the health care system -
perhaps the most daunting road taken 
by any presidential wife - Clinton has 
Ehifted into a more traditional rale than 
the hard-charging reformiat she played 
in the first two yean of her husband's 
presidency. Her new duties, more cere­
monial than controversial, have reduced 
her public profile after a period when 

MRS. CLINTON, Pagiv20 
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Mrs. Clinton switches to a lower profile 
Assumes the aspect 
of traditional first lady 
• MRS. CLINTON 
Continued from Page 1 

many Americans believed she hud overstepped 
the bminds observed by previous presidential 
spouses. 

Her pace remains as brisk us tind ut nny other 
recent preeidential wife. She completed her fiwt 
snlo mission overseas yesterday, a two-day trip to 
Copenhagen to parteipate in a UN summit on pov­
erty and development She told tlie sunmiit that 
the United States would invest $100 million over 
10 years on programs tn «riupRte poor women in 
the developing world. 

"The goals of this initiative are ambitiousshe 
said. 

Clinton plans to visit India and Hakistan later 
this month, and yesterday White House press sec­
retary Mike McCurry said those plans had not 
changed despite the munjere of two US conciliate 
workers in Karachi, thp Pakistan) capital- "She is 
plannins to proceed with her trip and obviously 
we always assess security issues related to any 
delegation," he said. 

Clinton's influence on White House policy re­
mains strong, friendf. wiy. 

But in recent weeks, she haa adopted a cause 
that other first ladies have pursued: the fight 
against breast cancer. 

Her associates say Clinton's new initinlive re-
presente the evolution of her efforts to improve 
the health rare system after last year's defeat 
The difference, they said, is that she is pursuing 
incremental chiuigfts rather than awwiping re-
fonnts. 

"Mrs. Clinton is continuing to do what she has 
always been doing, which is being an advocate for 
the adminiEtration on health care, women's and 
children's muea, the i«>ue« she has spent the past 
25 yeara working on," said her spokeswoman, Lisa 
Caputo. 

White House officials said that Clinton felt no 
pressure to scale back her public presence and 
that she entered the current phase of her temini 
without biliemesHB. 

But as the first professional woman to serve as 
first lady, a Yale-trained lawyer who said during 
the 1992 campaign that she "would be a terrific 
president," she continues Lu light cunventiunal 
barriere to women's achievement 

She Epprared to be answering critics of her 
more active role-when. In kicking off Women's 
History Month with her visit to the Pentagon, she 
said women deserve the freedom to be pursue any 
course in the life that they desire 

Women should be recognized, she said, "as in-

Hillary Rndhnm Clinton and UN Secretary General Boutros Boutros-Ghali share the podium 
yesterday at the United Nations' World Summit for Social Development In Copenhngen. 

drriduals. not to be stereotyped, not to be expect­
ed to assume certain roles because they are wom­
en's roles, but inBtead to be seen as the indiviriiuiJs 
they are." 

Doris Kcarna Goodwin, who has written about 
Eleanor Roosevelt suggested that Clinton has en­
tered a transitional phase in which she Is rethink­
ing how to spend her lime and energies over the 
next two yean." 

"It seems like a more traditional first lady's 
role, but it's hard to imagine she will stay there 
because of her great interest in making policy," 
Goodwin said. "Hillary Clinton could no more be­
come Barbara Bush than Barbara Bush could be­
come Eleanor RoosevelL" 

In her new role, Clinton Im* traveled to five 
states from New York to Culifornk to urge wom­
en to obtain mammograms, particularly older 
women who may fece the greatest risk of breast 
cancer and whose Medicare insurance may cover 
tlie screenings, and uhe plane to kick off n nntionnl 
campaign nn breast cancer on Mother's Day. Clin­
ton's mother-in-law, Virginia Kelley, died of 
breast cancer last year. 

Clinton also has visited, hoapitale around 
Washington as she heads the'White House effort 
to address the concerns of veteraiu* of the Peru ian 
Gulf War who sufTer from undiagnosed illnesses. 

She traced the footsteps of other firet ladies by 
viftRing tlie Smithaoniiin Institution on Monday 
and donating her inaugunU gown to the museum's 
collection 

Her efforts continue to impress her most ar­

dent supporters. 
"No, she's not running health care, but we're 

not doing health care," said Rep. Patricia 
Schroeder, Democrat of Colorado. "She's remain­
ing active in the things ,ahe really cares about Bke 
spending time with her adolescent daughter." 

But Other supporters long for the former Clin­
ton, the hard-nosed politicmn who faced down her 
toughest foes on Capitol Hill last year under the 
harsh glare of the national media's klieg lights. 

"It appears the political handlers are trying to 
get her into a more traditional role, but I think 
they should ryect that," sairl Rpp, Martin Mee-
han. Democrat of Lowell 

Tlfllary being Hillary is what I'd like to see," 
he said. "She's tough. She's independent And 
maybe that offends some people*. But that's the 
way she ought to be. She ought to speak her 
mind." 

Clinton appeared to do precisely that in ad­
dressing the Child Welfare League of America, 
which honored her for "her outstanding volunteer 
service to children." 

She decried the proposed Republican cats in 
child nutrition and fuwU-r rare programs as "a 
maatucre of the innocents" and castigated those 
who bellevR "we can rid ourselves of all our social 
pn/blema by scapeRoadng children and exiling 
them to a wilderness of greater poverty and hope­
lessness." 

Her voice rising, Clinton added, "It is time to 
end the false debate that pits national policies 
against personal values." 
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So Much for Fairness 

The Republican Revoluliai in Con­
gress is dropping its cloak of fairness 
faster than the trees on Capitol Hill are 
shedding their leaves. Last week almost 
aS pretense of equality in sharing the 
burden of budget cutbacks disappeared. 

While one House committee called for 
the aboCtion of the Medicaid program of 
heahh care for the aged, the indigent 
and the tisablei'another took a whack 
out of what President Reagan and many 
others bad called the most effective and 
iumitlje buiking device for bolstering 
the incote of the working poon; ^ 

k would tie pleasant to pretend that 
these are bMties, but the accumulating 
etUcuLe poiits dearly to the conclusion 
ttat-Repubbcans, who love to accuse 

jigger pattern 
• day, but let's focus for now on 

cot" example that captures the whole 
8adpirture.'.̂ i-'w--...",v 

Jwenty years ago, President Ford 
- — i roto law the first bill creating the 

home Ttt; Credit (EITC), 
' giveilpw-inconie work-

X help pf. i^tmding some or aQ 
u . thejf pajr/ar, if their wages 
ow, mnab. them a small 

ng people off 
, you dop't get 

the EITC benefiL It's also a device 
helping wcrters stay above the poverty 
Bne. Today, some 20 million workers are 
getting tax credits averaging about $25 a 

^ wed^The credit ranges firaff'^centa to 
4U cents per dollar earned, phasing down 
as you approach the top limit and endmg 
for most fitihiHes when earnings reach 
between $500 and $600 a week. It costs 
about $28 bflbon this year, and aO but 
$1.5 billion of that goes to famiK^s mak­
ing less than $2,500 a month. 

President Reagan in 1986 called the 
EITC the best antipoverty, the best 
BgHamib. the best job creation meas­
ure to come out (rf Congress." Arguing 
against a booet in the minimum wage 
earlier this year, House Majority Leader 
Dick Armey (R-Tex.) said that "a direct 
subsidy Bke the Earned Income Tax 
Credit is a more compassionate means 
of assisting tow-income families." 

But last week, with minimum debate 
and on a party-line vote, the House 
Ways and Metes Committee's Republi­
can ma ĵrity decidp̂  \<j reduce or elimi­
nate the EITC benefits for two-thirds 

is-the wottong poor who now get 
horn me tauaiam. m ordfer to save »Z3 • 
billion over the next seven years. POpiT;-
hst luuadi vdUyeu audi as Aiiuey aaL 
House: Budget Committee Chairman.̂  
john Kasich (R-Otrio) who daim 
Reagan legacy, went along with the, 
deal And Friday Senate Fmanoe Com-. 

mittee Republicans upped the ante to at 
least $40 billion. 

Republicans talk a lot about "providing 
incentives.'' The rationale for their plan to 
cut capital gains taxes is that the top-
bracket taxpayers, who will receive most 
of the direct benefits of that cut. need 
more incentives to save and invest Let­
ting them keep more from their stock 
market and real estate deals will do that 

But when it comes to the working 
poor, the Republicans apparently decid­
ed that incentives aren't really that 
important Their plan phases out EITC 
benefits faster than current law, and 
thereby reduces the work incentives for 
more than 9 million families in the 
House version and 11 million in the 
Senate bill. 

It eliminates the EITC entirely for 
childless workers, knocking out 4 million 
people making between $350 and $750 
a month who otherwise would have 
received an average benefit of $15 a 
month and a maximum of $27 a month. 

The Republicans say the EITC ben­
efits should go "only to those families 
with qualifying children." Ask yourself if 

"you have ever heard a Republican argue 
that capital gains tax cuts should go 
"only to those families with qualifying 
chUdren." The wealthy retirees living off 
their investment income at their favor­
ite golf resorts wouldn't send their con­
tributions to a party that did thati. 

Republicans win tell you that some 
people have been fraudulently ripping 
off the EITC. They have been, but the 
IRS has been cracking down. The bills 
call for added compliance measures, 
which are calculated to yield only $1.5 
billion to $2 bnbon of the savings. The 
bulk of the $23 bflBon (House) or $40 
billion (Senate) win come right out of 
tow-income working families now eligi­
ble for the program. 

WeH, the Republicans say, "We're 
going to give every family a $500-per-

child tax credit in our tax cut plan." That 
answer is the phoniest of all. 

The Republicans don't make the cred­
it refundable, so one-third of the chil­
dren in America would not benefit at al), 
because their family's income is too low 
to be taxed. On the other hand, because 
families with incomes up to $250,000 
are eligible. 3 million families making 
more than $100,000 each would diwy 
up a pool of $11 billion to $12 billion. 

The Republicans' economics sure 
don't jibe with their family values. 
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Insurers Add ft 
B efore my daughter was born, 

I did everything I could 
think of to prepare for the 

arrival of my new baby. 
I asked my doctor hundreds of 

questions. I read every book I 
could get my hands on. And my 
husband and I went together to 
childbirth classes. 

Even so, I was in for some 
surprises. 

I remember lying in bed a few 
days after Chelsea's birth, when I 
u-as still getting accus­
tomed to breast-feed­
ing. Suddenly, I no­
ticed foam in her nose. 
Afraid that she was 
convulsing, I pushed 
every call button with­
in reach. 

When the nurse ar- . 
rived,, she assured me 
that I was simply hold­
ing the baby at an awk­
ward angle, making it 
difficult for her to 
swallow the milk she 
took in. 

That wasn't the only 
time nurses came to 
my rescue during my stay at the 
hospital. They taught me to bathe 
and feed my daughter, and also 
gave me a chance to recover from 
the emotional and physical toll of a 
Caesarean section. 

Nowadays, experiences like 
mine are far more - common in 
countries like Australia, Germany, 
Japan, Ireland and France th'an 
here in the United States. * 

As insurance companies look for 
ways to cut costs, new mothers 
routinely are rushed out of the 
hospital 24 hours after an uncom­
plicated birth and three days after 
a Caesarean. 

I have one friend who was preg­
nant with twins and began hemor­
rhaging during labor. She had to 
undergo an emergency Caesarean 
under full anesthesia. After .the' 
delivery, she was severely anemic 
and was placed in intensive care. 

Even so, based on a "checklist" 
of medical factors, her insurance 

company said it would not pay for 
more than three days in the hospi­
tal. In the end, the company did 
cover a longer stay, but only be­
cause her doctor spent hours on 
the phone arguing that it was 
medically unsafe to send her home. 

Unfortunately, some doctoirs 
won't take on such battles because 
they fear being dropped by the 
managed care companies with 
which they do business. 

Another friend's wife was cov­
ered for seven days in 
the hospital after a 
complicated child­
birth. But the insur-
a n c e c o m p a n y 
wouldn't cover the 
child after three days, 
making it impossible 
for the mother to nurse 
the baby and much 
more difficult for 
mother and child to 
bond. 

When my friend was 
told the child was con­
sidered independent of 
its mother, he asked, 
"Do you expect the 

baby to walk down to the parking 
lot and drive himself home?" 

Insurance companies insist that 
limiting a baby's time in the hospi­
tal is not only a money-saver, but 
it also reduces exposure to hospital 
germ f̂ 

Most experts agree there is little 
medical risk to the majority of new 
mothers and babies discharged in 
the first 24 hours. But what hap­
pens if the baby develops an infec­
tion or other complication like 
jaundice that only becomes appar­
ent on the second or third day 
after birth? What if the new moth­
er has difficulty learning to breast­
feed properly, which could result 
in dehydration or other serious 
problems for her baby? 

Insurance companies say most, 
new mothers are entitled to home 
visits by a nurse who can help spot 
problems after they leave the hos­
pital. 

But the reality is that many 

insurance companies only cover 
one home visit per patient; others 
simply provide for a phone consul­
tation with a nurse in the days 
after childbirth. 

A retired transit worker in New 
Jersey, Dominick A: Ruggiero Jr., 
told this story to the New Jersey 
legislature earlier this year: 

His niece had an uneventful 
pregnancy and childbirth and was 
discharged after 28 hours. At 
home, however, her baby, Miche-
lina, suddenly took a turn for the 
worse. A nurse was supposed to 
visit the home on the second day 
but never came. When the family 

• called,_they were told the visiting 
' nurse wasn't aware the baby had 

been born. 
Several times, the family called 

the pediatrician, who said the baby 
had a mild case of jaundice and did 

: not need to be examined. , 
! The baby died from a treatable 
infection when she was 2 days old. 
" Thanks in part to Ruggiero's 
testimony, New Jersey now has a 
law that will make sure that insur­
ance covers mothers for a mini­
mum of 48 hours in the hospital 
after uncomplicated deliveries and 
96 hours following Caesarean de­
liveries. Maryland passed similar 
legislation last spring, and Con­
gress is now considering a bill. 

Although some critics have 'sug"-
. gested that this is another example 
of government intrusion into the 
health care system, I think that 
protecting the heialth of new moth­
ers and infants is a clear case 
where government safeguards are 
needed. 

No government employee should 
-ever decide whether an infant has 
jaundice or a new mother is ane­
mic. But at the same time, no 
insurance company accountant 
should, make the final judgment 
about what is medically best for 
newborns and their mothers: 

That decision should be left to 
doctors, nurses and mothers. 
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Two dozen "prominent British 
women" wera rustled up over­

night. Would wc be available for cof­
fee and a discussion with Mrs Clinton 
at 9.15 yesterday morning? She 
wonted to talk About problems facing 
professional women - or so the mes­
sage said. Well, that Is an. Invitation not 
to be sneezed at murmured confi­
dentially late night down the phone 
from the head ofombiwsy personnel 
.' The first question. was, who were 
the other 23 selected "prominent, 
women"? Some had no trouble eaniT 
ing the sobriquet - Lady Blackstone, 

FOLLY TOYNBEE 
the Labour baroness without whom no 
conference or committee Is ever com­
plete; Gillian Shepherd, the most 
senior woman in the Cabinet; Sue 
MacGrcgor of the 7bd<y progrnnune; 
Sue SUpman, erstwhile patmn saint of 
single parents, now head of the Ttam-
irtg and Enterprise Councils; Deborah 
Warner, the distinguished theatre 
director. There were two of us jour­
nalists from the only liberal broad­
sheets, no Tory press. A clanger of a 
.non-PC note was struck in the list of 
participants: "Sarah Ebanja - Hailing 
from south of the Thames where 
most persons of color live. Ms Ebanja 
is a local government official with one 

, qi the lowerTincome sections of the 
. London community." 
. . We eyed one another with fascina­

tion over orange juice, in the opulence 
; of the tunbuaaudor'B Regent's Park 
: palace. As we awaited the First Lady's 
etHtancc, we tried, unsuccessfully, to 
guess the rationale for this curiously 
arbitrary grouping. And wasn't there 
something oddly uncomfortable about 
a lot of achievers gathering together 
to whinge about women's failures'? 

Mm Clinton, we were told, conducts 
one of these meetings in every coun­
try she visits. We were, in other words, 

. a necessary photo-opportunity in her 
itinerary, as the cameras rolled in for 

lar opening remarks. In royal blue 
polo neck and hair swept into a 
chignon that said "serious", she 
entered the room and pressed our 
flesh, each woman getting the firm 
handshake and the long, indraately 
significant look. This woman Is a pro­
fessional. Or at least a professional 
First Lady. But is she Still a profes-

i sionol in her own right? 
"There is a special relationship 

between our countries and 1 think that 
IS especially true nn a personal level," 

she started out, a pensie straight 
from the Handbook lor First Lad es 
Visiting Britain. She wanted to "trade 
thoughts or ideas you might have 
about common interests, particularly 
amotitt women ... we have so much 
more in common than the things that 
separate us." And there was more 
from the same little book, handed 
down no doubt (rom Ttlcla, to Betty, 
to Rosalyn, to Nancy, to Barbara to 
Hillary. Bone china cups clinked, petit 
fours went uneaten. 

What had they done to her? The 
men with the mind-machines have 
captured her at last, sucked the life and 
guts out of her, fashioned hur into the 
only acceptable model - a fully fledged 
First Stcpford Wife. She sits stiffly, like' 
a mannequin; her head nodding up and 
down mcchanicully, her expression 
glazed,- half smiling, hurdly changing, 
her views anodyne, her words a» care­
fully manicured as the lawns outside the 
window. What have they done to the 
woman who was once one of the 
brightest lawyers of her generation, one 
Of the team that impcacDed Richard 
Nixon? What have they done to the 
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woman who set out an holdly to bring 
radical reform to the whole American 
henlth-carc system? Was Ii the disas­
trous defeat of that project, and the cat­
astrophic mid-term elections that 
tinalty drove her back to the hearth? 

Aficionados of her truly dreadftil col­
umn - "Hillary Clinton - A View from 
the White House" - in the London 
Ewning Standard will not be surprined 
to hear that the Stepfotd doctors have 
bud their way with her. (Except for 
those readere who still think, as 1 did at 
first, that her column must be a par.tichi; 
from the pen of some wicked vitirist). 
One of last month's columns might Have 
made Nancy Reagan blush: "On 
Wednesday my husband and I will cel­
ebrate our 20th wedding anniversary. 1 
know it sounds corny, but wc love each 
other more now than when we mar­
ried." You don't want to know the rest. 
Ilgetsworne. 

Tulk was at first desultory. After all. 
what did we have to say that we had 
not all said a thoiiKand times before? 
But dutifully we rambled round the 
usual buer words - glo» ceiling."*, 
child care, paternity leave, the long-

hour* culture, men's refusal to chaise, 
zero-hours contracts and the pitiful 
pay oi most narMimers. What could 
we say that she had not heard wher­
ever her travels take her? But now and 
then a little tight glimmered in her 
glassy eyes. She talked of the backlash 
auainst women, the rush for traditionul 
family values, the confusion exploited 
by a small but well-financed group of 
fundamentalists. Fine. 

But when Sue SUpman asked her 
about single mothers, it triggered a 
Stepford response; 'There really Is a, 
rca Icy m that problem.'' she said. 
"Whether you like it or not, children 
of lone parents don't do as well in 
school, they get in trouble with the law, 
and more often need assistance with 
behavioural and emotional problems. 
I am writing a book about children, on 
this subject. It's n problem feminists 
are going to have to confront." She 
went on to say, "Divorce is a bad deal 
for women and children. I think 
divorce should be made border. Il'a 
gotten too easy for women and men." 
Many women'she said, do nol like it 
when she delivers these home truths. 

Herbert Morrison it was. I think. 
(Peter Mandelson's grandfather, 
incidentally) who once said: "Don't 
tell me what's in the motion, just tell 
me who put it up." Much of politics 
is like that: to understand the real 
issue, you need not only the bare 
words on the page, but also ttieir ori­
gin and real Intent before you know 
what's going on. There >« nothing so 
exceptional ih what Miliary Clinton 
says about the economic disaster of 
divorce for women and children. But 
it is the fact that she is saying it that 
sends out alarm signals. Read her lips, 

She began with a 
pehs6e Btraight from 

the Handbook for First 
Ladles Visiting Britain 

this plays straight into the family-val­
ues, cookie-baking, home-maldog 
lobby ih whose image she is now 
moulded. She may be right - but thai 
Is beside the point. Her oook sounds 
as though it will be written by the 
same hand and brain that pens her 
column. 

Gillian Sbcphard, interestingly, 
was not keen to jump in on this 
theme. Sitting beside the Prozac 
Pint Lady, she shone in warmth, 
humanity and common sense by com­
parison - despite a routine, but not 
particularly heart-felt, defence of 
some of the Government's harsher 
policies. (Her, alas, o(f-the-recbrd 
murmured comments about sexism 
in the Cabinet warmed the cockles of 
those few of us who heard them.) But 
then it is a far easier thing to be a 
politician in your own right than Cae­
sar's wife. 

Hillary Clinton still attracts an 
encyclopaedia of invective; "Doesn't 
tbis exhaustively combative, unbear­
ably confident little blonde know 
when she's beaten?" wrote Ann 
Leslie (not an uncombative woman 
herself) in the Daily Mail; pushy ide­
ologue; protean schemer; Lady Mac­
beth; and even, according to Newt 
Gingrich's mother, bitch. How does 
she feel about the attacks on her? She 
replied in straight Stepfordese: "1 
don't take criticism personally. No 
matter what you do, you never satisfy 
your critics. You can spend too much 
time worrying about whether people 
approve of you, when what matters is 
whether you approve of yourself." 
• Can she be de-programmed? Per­
haps, but rescue for the author of a 
nauseating description of a secret 
husband and wife midnight dip in the 
moonlit White House pool may come 
too late. 


