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BC-CHINA-USA-CLINTON 1STLD
White House receives letter from Harry Wu's wife

(recasts, adding request by human rights group)

JACKSON HOLE, Wyo. (Reuter) - Supporters of a U.S. human rights activist
jailed in China boosted pressure on the White House Wednesday not to send
first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton to Beijing next month.

Mrs. Clinton has expressed interest in attending a United Nations
Conference on women in Beijing Sept. 4-15, but a final decision was put off
after Chinese-born American Harry Wu was arrested last month by Chinese
authorities and charged with espionage.

A White House spokeswoman, in Wyoming with vacationing President Clinton
and his wife, confirmed a letter has been received from Ching Lee Wu, Harry
Wu's wife.

Spokeswoman Ginny Terzano declined to characterize the letter but said it
was "~ "very personal in nature talking about her husband and she did reiterate
... many of the comments and points that she made'' in a recent meeting with
Clinton's national security adviser, Anthony Lake. She had told Lake Mrs.
Clinton should not make the trip.

Terzano said the White House planned a formal response to the letter.
““We appreciate her comments,'' she said.

In New York, a leading human rights group Wednesday also sent a letter to
Mrs. Clinton urging her to boycott the conference as long as Wu was being
held.

But the letter . Human Rights Watch also said.the United Stat+~~ should
send a strong de.ey.: .ion to the meeting, saying it would be a mi * "~ to
entirely boycott th:> meeting or be under-represented there.

“*The Chinese government is clearly attempting to use this coni: rence to
boost its international image and to deflect attention from its worsening
human rights record,'' the letter made public by the organization said. ~“As
long as Mr. Wu is in detention, we believe it would be highly inappropriate
and counterproductive for you to go to Beijing.''

The letter advised Mrs. Clinton that if she did attend the conference,
she should be outspoken about human rights.

““We urge you not to shy away from explicit criticism of the Chinese
government's behavior in the interest of improving U.S.-Sino relations, or to
mute any such criticism out of deference to Beijing as the host government, '’
it said.

Madeleine Albright, the U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, will
lead the delegation.

But many women's groups want Mrs. Clinton to go and carry the torch for
women's issues, highlighting inequities of pay, education, health care and
political participation around the world.

The Washington Post reported Wednesday that Secretary of State Warren
Christopher and deputy national security adviser Sandy Berger met with Mrs.
Clinton late Monday to outline the pros and cons of her attending the meeting.

As a result, the Post quoted one official as saying, ~“We decided to lay
low until next week to see if they (the Chinese) make any moves on Harry Wu or
in the human rights area.''
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Jailed activist's wife writes Hillary

JACKSON HOLE, Wyo., Aug. 16 (UPI) Hillary Rodham Clinton will likely
cespond to a letter from the wife of a human rights activist detained in China
that asks the first lady to boycott an international conference in Beijing,
the White House said Wednesday.

But the first lady has not decided whether to attend next month's 4th U.N.
Jorld Women's Conference, White House deputy press secretary Ginny Terzano
said.

Terzano faced a new round of questions on whether Mrs. Clinton will attend
after Ching Lee Wu wrote the first lady a letter asking her to boycott the
event in protest of China's detention of her husband, Harry.

*“No decisions have been made, and we have nothing more to add at this
point,'' Terzano told reporters traveling with the Clintons during their
17-day Wyoming vacation.

Mrs. Wu, who has visited several European cities to call attention to her
husband's plight, complained Tuesday in Geneva she had not received
a reply to the letter sent Aug. 10.

““I wrote a private letter to Mrs. Clinton to tell her about my feelings.
She didn't answer,'' Wu told a news conference at the European headquarters of
the United Nations.

Of the 1= ter, Terzano said: ~~I believe we will respond.

*“It was very personal, and she stated many of the tri - that she relayed
to Mr. Lake <hen she met with him earlier,'' Terzano sa..., eferring to Mrs.
Wu's recent meeting in Washington with President Clinton's national security
adviser, Anthony Lake. ~~But it was a very personal letter, and the White
House has received it and we appreciate her comments.''

In Washington, State Department spokesman David Johnson indicated that
Secretary of State Warren Christopher had passed his advice on to the first
lady about the wisdom of attending the conference but declined to reveal the
substance of that message.

He said the media focus on whether or not Mrs. Clinton would journey to
China missed the point of the conference. '

“*We believe this an important conference,'' Johnson said. "“"It's a
conference about women, not about China.''

Harry Wu spent 19 years in Chinese labor camps for criticizing the
Communist Party.

After his release, he immigrated to the United States in 1985, but went
back to China on several occasions to expose human rights abuses.

A film he made with the British Broadcasting Corp. described the sale of
organs from executed prisoners to people seeking transplants.

Wu was arrested June 19 when trying to cross into China from Kazakhstan
and was charged July 8 with spying, theft of state secrets and sneaking into
the country.

Mrs. Clinton had been expected for some time to attend the Beijing summit,
participating with a U.S. delegation headed by Madeleine Albright, the U.S.
ambassador to the United Nations.

Protests surfaced, however, following Wu's detention.

~~I think Mrs. Clinton should not go because her participation will send
the wrong information,'' Wu said Tuesday. ~~She will be saying she does not
care about Harry, an American citizen and human rights activist.

~“The women's conference itself is very good. I believe Harry would be
saying the same thing,'' she said.

Mrs. Wu said that apart from information from a U.S. consular official in
Beijing who visited Wu twice since his arrest, she had heard nothing of her
husband except that his request for a wheelchair had been denied.
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First Lady Puts Off Decision on Women's Conference in China

Eds: INSERTS 3 grafs after 4th pvs, The decision, with White House confirming
Mrs. Wu letter; picks up Sth graf pvs, The State :

WASHINGTON (AP) Hillary Rodham Clinton has put off a decision on whether
to attend an international women's conference in China, waiting for signs of
progress in the case of human rights activist Harry Wu.

Mrs. Clinton is very eager to attend the conference, officials say, but
will abide by the recommendations of the State Department and National
Security Council, which have strong reservations about her participation.

The first lady had been expected to make a decision about the conference
before flying to Wyoming Tuesday with President Clinton for a two-week
vacation. However, White House press secretary Mike McCurry said no decision
would be made this week. ““Maybe sometime next week,'' he said.

The decision is caught up in Beijing's human rights record and the
detention of Wu, a Chinese American activist who was arrested June 19 as he
entered China.

The White House press office, meanwhile, confirmed that Wu's wife, Ching
Lee Wu, wrote a ““very personal'' letter to the first lady, apparently urging
her to cancel the trip.-

Ginny Terzano, a deputy White House press secretary who is traveling with
President and Mrs. Clinton during their vacation in Jackson Hole, Wyo., said
Mrs. Wu used the letter to repeat many of the points she made in a meeting
- .t month with National Security Advisor Anthor' '.ake.

_ "“We appreciate her comments,'' Terzano saiv,, ?~clining to describe the
c..atents of the letter further.

The State Department, meanwhile, said the U.S. delegation would be headed
by U.N. Ambassador Madeleine Albright, whether or not Mrs. Clinton decided to
attend.

David Johnson, a spokesman, said

-~

we believe this is an important

conference. It's a conference that's not about China, it's about women,'' he
said.
““We believe the reasons for going are compelling,'' he said.

A senior U.S. official said there were ~“complexities'' that the White
House would have to take into consideration. However, the United States will
bring a ““progressive voice'' to the conference and Mrs. Clinton "“wants to be
heard'' on the issues, said, the official, who spoke on condition of
anonymity. :

Some administration officials have argued that Mrs. Clinton could not
attend the conference as long as Wu was imprisoned. House and Senate
Republicans have urged a U.S. boycott of the conference or that Mrs. Clinton
refuse to attend.

On the other hand, aides say Mrs. Clinton, who has a keen interest in
women's issues, wants very much to attend and that her participation would be
instrumental in promoting women's causes. The location is secondary to the
conference itself, by this line of thinking.

Sponsored by the United Nations, the Fourth World Conference on Women
opens on Labor Day in Beijing and its suburbs. .

A team of aides returned to Washington last week from an advance trip to
China, Mongolia, Cambodia and Thailand where they assessed possible
arrangements for Mrs. Clinton and scouted possible side trips.

If she attends, Mrs. Clinton would fly to China from Hawaii, where she
will be with the president for ceremonies marking the 50th anniversary of V-J
Day, Japan's surrender in World War II.

* ok ok ok filed by:APE-(--) on 08/16/95 at 15:19EDT **x*%*
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PM-US~-China, 710
State Dept. Supports Mrs. Clinton's Trip to China for Women's Conference
By BARRY SCHWEID= AP Diplomatic Writer=

WASHINGTON (AP) The State Department is supporting first lady Hillary
Rodham Clinton in her desire to go to China next month to make a strong case
for women's rights.

Release of human rights activist Harry wu, in prison in china since June
on spy charges, would make it easier for the White House to announce Mrs.
Clinton will go to Beijing to dramatize what is expected to be a strong U.S.
position, senior administration officials said Wednesday.

The plan is to make an announcement on Mrs. Clinton's participation in the
United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women sometime next week, but any
indication China was poised to change its mind and free Wu on hurmanitarian
grounds could prompt further delay in seeing the plan through.

The U.S. delegation will be headed by U.N. Ambassador Madeleine Albright,
and it plans to take a progressive stand on problems women confront around the
world on health, education and human rights. -

The first lady wants to be heard, a senior U.S. official said. Another
official said the State Department, on balance, thinks it would be a good idea
for Mrs. Clinton to go to Beijing.

The Chinese government, however, is not making it easier for the White
House to give Mrs. Clinton a green light. On Wednesday, only hours after a
trip to Beijing and Shanghai by Undersecretary of State Peter Tarnoff was
announced, the Chinese began new military exercises some 80 miles north of
Taiwan. :

""It's not conducive to peace and stability in the area of the Taiwan
Strait,'' David Johnson, a department spokesman, said.

Relations between the two countries are in ¢ =.ump, driven there partly by
President Clinton's decision in June to grant a visa to Taiwanese President
Lee Teng-hui for an alumni event at his alma mater, .Cornell University in
Ithaca, N.Y.

The communist government of China bristles at any hint of recognition or
even deference to Taiwan's separate democracy. And while the Clinton
administration insisted the situation was unique and the decision to admit Lee
was based on U.S. free-speech principles, its refusal to rule out future visas
to Taiwan's leaders kept Beijing boiling.

Tarnoff's Aug. 24-27 trip is an attempt to ease differences with China.
Secretary of State Warren Christopher also has agreed to meet with Foreign
Minister Qian Qichen in New York Sept. 25 during the U.N. General Assembly.

Meanwhile, the State Department's criticism of the Chinese military
exercises was muted, and spokesman Johnson tried to play down any suggestion
Mrs. Clinton's attendance at the Sept. 4-15 women's conference would be a
concession to Beijing.

"“We believe that this is an important conference,'' Johnson said. ““It's
a conference that's not about China. It's a conference that's about women.''

Christopher talked the situation over with Mrs. Clinton for an hour on
Monday. Mrs. Clinton also talked with Samuel Berger, the president's deputy
assistant for national security affairs.

““They went over some of the diplomatic and political problems,'' the
senior U.S. official said. ““And it's not only the Harry Wu case, though it
makes it more difficult. We told China it would be in their interest to
release him.''

Prominent in trying to promote human rights in China, Wu, a naturalized
U.S. citizen, made several trips to China before he finally was arrested
collecting evidence to incriminate the Beijing government for harsh treatment
of its own people.

On Wednesday, the White House confirmed that Wu's wife, Ching Lee Wu, had
written a ““very personal'' letter to the first lady, urging her to cancel the
trip. House Speaker Newt Gingrich, R-Ga., Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole,
R-Kan., have opposed participation by the United States in the U.N.

conference.

From White House spokesman Mike McCurry, though, came a strong hint
Wednesday their advice would be rejected.

While human rights problems once had been cited as an obstacle to Mrs.
Clinton's attendance, McCurry said, ““I don't necessarily see a direct
connection between the two. I don't think they're necessarily related.''

* ko ok filed by:APE-(--) on 08/17/95 at 01:31EDT *#%*%*
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Hlllary Clinton to Defer Decision
On Chma Trlp Untll ‘Last Minute’

By Ann Devroy

+  Washingion Post Scaff Writer

First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton -

has a “passionate desire” to attend

" an international women's conference

in China in three weeks, buthasput
off a decision “until the last minute”
on whether to go because of Bei-
jing’s detention of a prominent hu-
man rights activist, officials said yes-
terday,

The first lady is eager to attend

the conference because of her life- . B

long involvement in women's issues

and the opinion of feminist leaders -

and others that her attendance
would put a much brighter media
spotlight on problems of health, edu-
cation and ‘human rights encoun-
tered by women.

But-2 spokesman said she has
agreed to follow the guidance of the
president’s national secunty team, .-
which*has strong misgivings about
the trip absent progress in the case
of Chinese American activist Ha.rry
Wu.

Secretary of State Warren Chns-
topher and deputy national security
adviser Samuel R. “Sandy” Berger
both met with Hillary Clinton late
Monday to outline “the major diplo-
matic minusés and possible pluses”
of a tiip to Chma a senior ofﬁaal
said.

The result the official said, was,
“We decided to lay low until next
week Yo see if they [the Chinese]

make any moves on Harry Wuorin -

the human ngbts area.”

Prominent in pressing the Chn-
nese on human rights issues, Wu
was arrested when he entered China
on June 19.and has been held since

despite repeated U.S, efforts, public

HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
« « « S0ants lo go to women's conference

WARREILCHRISTOPHER
« « - wants China tofmeachust

"A senior administration official

and private, to get him released. Un+.~~: gaid that" Hillary Clinton had “made

dersecretary of State Peter Tarnoff -
will renew that push, and "discuss
other issues, during a visit to-China
for talks Aug. 24 to 27, the State
Department announced.

The Fourth World Conference on
Womén, sponsared by the United
Nanoqs. opens in Beifing and its sub-
urbs of Labor Day. Last week a
team of aides to the first lady made
an advance trip to China and to three
nearby countries, where side visits -
are possible, to make what are al-
ways complex arrangements when a
first 13dy travels overseas,

Repniblican leaders in the Senate

and House, and some administration’

offidals, had strenuously argued in
favor of a U.S. boycott of the confer-

— ence or, at the very least, withhold-
ing attendance by the first lady..

They cited the detention of Wu and
the signal that .U.S. participation
would; send of lack of concern over. .
Wu and of overall human rights
abuses | m China.

* clear her desire” to attend the con-
ference, but a spokesman for the
first lady, Neel Lattimore, said she
would accept the advice of the State
Department and National Security

: Council in finally deciding. “You have
~the conference and all the issues in-
" volved that are of great concern to

- her, and you have the situatjon\with

"Mr. Wu. Ultimately, the decision will -

be made by the NSC and State De-
partment, but no decision has been
made yet,” Lattimore said. - -
Besides the Wu case, some advis-
ers and outside specialists argue that
China, with its policy of using man-
datory sterilization and abortion and
its history of human rights viola-
tions, make it the wrong place to
hold a conference on women'’s rights
attended by the United States. They
also note that the current Jow penod

ry Clinton’s prominence to attend.

Robert Manmng, a former State
Department official who specialized
in China, said that “a strong case
could be made” that China would
construe a visit by the first lady as a
“sign of U.S. indifference” to human
rights and as a sign of overall U.S.

" weakness. He said neither was a

message that the United States
ghould be sending riow.

" That could occur, he said, despite
the counterargument that the U.N.
conference has nothing to do with
China and that “the dynamics of
U.S.-China relations” should not en-
ter into participation in a conference
that just happens to be held in China.

One domestic adviser to the
White House also suggested that
with the first lady trying to play
down her policy role, and the admin-
istration as a whole trying to empha-
size its centrist—not liberal—bona
fides, such an association by Hillary
Clinton with prominent U.S. femi-
nists might not be politically produc-
tive.

The conference and a simulta-
neous forum on similar issues for
nongovernment organizations are
expected to draw more than 40,000
attendees, They are to feature some
of the most prominent Democratic
activists for womens’ rights includ-
ing Bella Abzug, a former congress-

' -woman who is heading a coalition of

nongovernment groups, and Geral-

' dine A. Ferraro, a former Democrat-

ic vice presidential nominee, as
members of the U.S. delegation.
The delegation is being headed by .

U.S. Ambassador. to the United Na-

tions Madeleine K. Albright.

House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R-
Ga.) and Senate Majority Leader
Robert J. Dole (R-Kan.) have op-
posed U.S. participation in the con-

* ference. A group of Republican
* House members tried unsuccessfully
_to deny U.S. funding for the travel

and other costs of U.S. delegates go-
ing to China.
Some strong Democratic critics of

~ China’s human nghts record who.

are also women's rights advocates,
such as Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.),
have argued that advancing the full
agenda of women's rights around the
world and involving the United
States in promoting those advances
are too important to cancel partici-
pation because of the location of the
conference.

If the first lady goes, she is also
considering traveling to Cambodia,
Thailand and Mongolia as a way of
focusing attention on countries that
are making progress in women'’s,

_.-._dlﬂdren and family issues and are
..in U.S.-Chinese relations is the .
~ wrong time for an American of Hilla-

“struggling”. toward- democracy.

‘Such visits are seen as a way of off-

setting a China visit, aides say.
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N o Quzie the Hu uair

rou Hllton cee

LOngtlcs OVerWhelm Chmese Town Preparing for Women s Conference -

By Keith B Rlchbm'g
Washington Post Fareign Service

HUAIROU, China—What with all

the talk about-a-scarcity of hotel .

space-fn this dusty: town, just two

weeks before tens of :thousands of -

women converge here for an inter- -
national conference, a recent an- -
noxmcementtrwdtosetareassumg-- .

"There are. seven newly con-

structed residential apartment es-
tates that are being furnished for the
forum,” said the press release from
the oonference s organizers. Some
of the major features: .

Amaxxmumofﬁvebedssha.r .

mg one bath and one toilet.”

‘® “Each room has an electric fan."
mterna-_
line in

@ “There will be an IDD

tional direct-dial telephone
every cluster of seven buildings.”

@ “There will be a domestic tele-
phone line on every other floor.”

l"I‘l':erewiIlbeaTVsetforevery'

building, at a reception room.” .
And'those are the selling points.
But wait. The release continues

that the organizers “would like to ap-

peal to the younger participants to
take the upper floors of the six-story
residefitial buildmgs, beause there
are no elevators.” :

With reassurances like that, sma.ll )
wonder* that many involved in the |

. planning for the nongovernmental

- aspect of September’s U.N. Confer-
ence on Women are still concerned
that this forum, which opens Aug.
30, miy turn into a logistical night-
mare, ‘with participants sleeping on

the streets or -lost somewhere be-
tween: the airport and the oonfer-'

ence site,

“This is like a big locomotwe.
heading in our direction;” said one"’
worried Western diplomatu-who,
for the record, is a skeptical male.

Indéed, a brief visit this week to
this tawn on the outskirts of Beijing
hardly sets the mind at ease. The
place is still one vast construction
site, with workers furiously trying to
throw up pew buildings, refurbish
existing hotels, erect tents and stag-
es, supply electricity and install (a
few) telephone lines—all before the
participants start arriving.

And toilets—plenty of them, for
the estimated 36,000 registered
participants, mostly women, expec-
ted to descend on Huairou. Wﬂl Chi-

. Beijingk

{

BV DAV[ W—M WASHMTON POST

"na be able to supply sufficient toi-
lets?
“That's the same questic:: had

yesterday, and I was imm-24-.7- - ve-.

minded—portable!™ said Syl Or-
‘donez, the United Nations’ l"
coordinator for the conference.

~ “They are bringing in hundreds of

portable toilets.” She said the United
Nations requested a ratio of 50 toi-
* lets for every urinal to roughly ap-
~proximate the ratio of female dele-
gates tomale. ‘.

The portable toilets will be moved

once the conference: is over, but ev- °

erything else here will be made

available to Huairou residents. That

includes the beds, sheets and towels
being brought in for use in the new
apartment buildings; they will be
sold to locals at low prices.

Before thescommotion of the
women’s meeting, this town served
largely as a training center for vari-
.ous government agencies. A huge
_bariner ~strung acrass the highway
" welcomes visitors to Huau'ou and

adds, “Expect That Ev Wwill
Turn Out as You Wish.” .
Another new addition to the town

lsthestatueofawomanmasman

park. Her arms are outstretched,

_her hair is flowing, and she is gazing
" out stoically over the Huairou pyblic
bbrary and the KTV disco 4t the
Honglou Hotel.

Just getting here is a bit of a
- chore, as participants will discover
after arriving at Beijing’s airport.
Huairou is a 90-minute drive from
Beijing, more than 35 miles mostly
along a highway toll road through

woods and fields, and way past the
point where the cars and buses of
the capital give way to slow-moving

~ -trucks, slower-moving tractors and
_ donkey carts.

There was some speculation

_'among the conspiracy theorists that
Huairou’s remote location was pre-

cisely the reason the Chinese gov-
ernment chose it as the site for the

nongovernmental forum. The ses-

sion is expected to attract groups in-

cluding feminists, lesbians, prosti-:

tutes and Hawaiian nationalists.
There is even a “peace train” of
women en route here overland from
Helsinki. With the possibility that

. the gathering could turn into a mas-

sive political protest rally, China's

jittery leadership may have wanted |

to keep this gathering as far away
from the Great Hall of the People as
possible---or - o the theory goes.
The Chi- .
record, sa’* the nongovernmental
conference . 4s moved from Beijing
because the preferred stadium there
was unsafe and suffering from struc-

“tural damage. But that did not stop

the city from opening the stadium to
temofthousandoffansiorasoooer

" match recently

But moving the nongovernmental
forum to Huairou meant essentially
creating a new city from scratch.

“It’s amazing what they’ve done in
such a short period,” said Ordonez,
the U.N. logistics coordinator. *I
thought in the beginning this was too
huge a job. But they were so orga-
nized. They have a team for every-
thing—construction, publicity.”

Ordonez said the Chinese side has
assured the U.N. organizers that ev-
eryone who applies will get wisas,
even participants from the island of
Taiwan, which Beijing considers a
renegade province of China. She said
the main delay now is bureauc:rahc,
specifically, some names come in,
for example, as “Edward” on their vi-
sa application and simply as “Ed” on
their hotel reservation request form.
Ordonez said she spends a good part
of her day now teaching the Chinese
organizers the intricacies of nick-
names.

. “This is delaying a lot of what we
are' doing,” she said. The nickname
cases, she said, areallbemgputma
file we call ‘problematic.’ ”

* government, for the'

4




w

BC-USA-CHINA-HILLARY

Hillary Clinton's China trip in doubt Post

WASHINGTON, Aug 16 (Reuter) - First lady Hillary Clinton wants to attend
a United Nations conference on women in Beijing next month, but has put off
her decision until the last minute because of Beijing's detention of a U.S.
human rights activist, the Washington Post reported on Wednesday, quoting U.S.
officials.

- The officials said Mrs. Clinton has a "“passionate desire'' to attend the
meeting, but deferred to the advice of the president's national security team,
which has strong misgivings if there is no progress in the case of Chinese
American activist Harry Wu.

Secretary of State Warren Christopher and deputy national security
adviser Sandy Berger met with Mrs. Clinton late on Monday to outline the pros
and cons of her attending the meeting.

As a result, the official said, "“We decided to lay low until next week
to see if they (the Chinese) make any moves on Harry Wu or in the human rights
area,'' the Post reported.

The wife of detained Chinese-American human rights activist Harry Wu has
asked Mrs. Clinton to boycott the conference because of Wu's arrest on
espionage charges.

But many women's groups want her to go and carry the torch for women's
issues, highlighting inequities of pay, education, health care, and political
participation around the world.

““Ultimately, t'= decision will be made by the National Security Council
and the - 2'e Depars’ ::nt, but no decision has been made yet,'' the Post quoted
Mrs. Clinton's spokesman, Neel Lattimore as saying. - o

REUTER
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BC-WOMEN-USA-WU
Wu's wife urges Hillary Clinton to boycott Beijing

By Stephanie Nebehay

GENEVA (Reuter) - The wife of detained Chinese-American human rights
activist Harry Wu said Tuesday she had written to Hillary Clinton asking her
to boycott a major U.N. conference on women next month in Beijing.

Ching Lee Wu also said that if the First Lady did take part in the Fourth
World Conference on Women, the Chinese government could use her visit to
embarrass Washington. :

Wu referred to a visit to the United States in June by Taiwanese
President Lee Teng-hui -- a visit which enraged Beijing. Harry Wu was arrested
a week after Lee's trip.

““The Chinese government is embarrassed by the visit of the Republic of
China's president. So I think the Chinese government may intentionally try to
embarrass her by holding Harry's trial and maybe sentencing him while she is
there. That will make her look foolish,'!' she said.

But Mrs. Wu said the United States should send a delegation to the
September 4-15 meeting despite her husband's arrest, which has chilled ties
between the two countries.

Wu, who was detained at China's border with Kazakhstan June 19, awaits
trial on espionage charges which carry a maximum penalty of death.

Mrs. Wu expressed concern for her husband's health and safety, saying
+hat back " 2blems and difficulty walking had led him to ask for a wheelchair

~ priso::. .»e said that, to her knowledge, Chinese authorities had not
‘yranted the request.

: ““As to the U.S. delegation (in Beijing), I think Mrs. Clinton should not
go because her participation would send wrong information to the Chinese
government,'' Mrs. Wu told a news briefing in Geneva.

““she would be saying she does not care about Harry, an American citizen
and a human rights activist.''

“~I wrote a letter, a private letter, to Mrs. Clinton actually to tell
her about my feeling,'' she added.

Wu later told Reuters, ~“As a wife, I think she should understand my
feeling ... Her decision will be her reply.'!

President Clinton, speaking Aug. 10, left open the possibility that his
wife would attend the U.N. meeting. The U.S. ambassador to the world body,
Madeleine Albright, will head the team, but Mrs. Clinton has made no secret of
her wish to attend.

Mrs. Wu, who was to address the U.N. subcommission on human rights in
Geneva this week, was wearing a yellow ribbon on her white jacket -- a
symbolic appeal for his release.

The letter to Mrs. Clinton was sent Aug. 10, a day after U.S. consular
officials made a second visit to Wu, being held at
a jail in the central Chinese city of Wuhan.

The 58-year-old activist, who spent 19 years in Chinese labor camps for
dissident activities, moved to the United States in 1985. He is a naturalized
U.S. citizen.

He has written extensively about China's secretive prison system and
alleged human rights abuses inside prisons. In recent years he has publicized
allegations that China sells body organs from executed prisoners for
transplants. Beijing denies the allegation.
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AM-Switzerland-China-Dissident, 0360
Harry Wu's Wife To Hillary Clinton: Boycott Women's Gathering
By ELIZABETH OLSON= Associated Press Writer=

GENEVA (AP) The wife of a Chinese-American activist jailed in China on
spying charges called on Hillary Rodham Clinton again Tuesday to boycott the
U.N. women's conference in Beijing.

Ching Lee Wu is married to Harry Wu, who was arrested June 19 while
entering China and charged with disclosing state secrets.

Mrs. Wu told reporters in Geneva that Mrs. Clinton should turn down an
invitation to the international women's gathering, which begins Sept. 4.

The first lady's participation "““would send the wrong information to the
Chinese government that she does not care about Harry as an American citizen
and a human rights activist,'' Mrs. Wu said.

While she did not say what her letter to Mrs. Clinton contained, Mrs. Wu
said she wrote a "~“personal letter to tell her about my feelings.'' She said
Mrs. Clinton had not yet responded.

Mrs. Wu was in Geneva to appeal to the 26-nation U.N. human rights
subcommittee to intervene with China on her husband's behalf.

Her letter was written the day after she received a message from her
husband via American officials who visited him. It said he had asked for and
been denied a wheelchair to ease back pain.

In July, Mrs. Wu asked Mrs. Clinton to stay away from the conference, but
the White House said no decision had been made on her participation. Mrs.
Clinton is honorary chairwoman of the U.S. delegation.

Wu, 58, was born in China and spent 19 years in Chinese labor camps, or
laogai, before moving to the United States in 1985. He then became a U.S.
citizen. .

Since 1991, he had returned secretly to uncover abuses in prisons and
labor camps. He faces a possible death sentence if convicted.

Mrs. Wu said her husband risked his life because he felt compelled to
“expose the horror of the laogai system to the world.''

By punishing Harry,'' she said, "~“the Chinese are sending an ugly but
clear message to others: Reveal the truth about us and we will threaten your
very life.''

-
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BC-WOMEN-USA-WU
Wu's wife urges Hillary Clinton to boycott Beijing
By Stephanie Nebehay
GENEVA (Reuter) - The wife of detained Chinese-American human rights
activist Harry Wu said Tuesday she had written to Hillary Clinton asking her
to boycott a major U.N. conference on women next month in Beijing.
ching Lee Wu also said that if the First Lady did take part in the Fourth
World Conference on Women, the Chinese government could use her visit to
embarrass Washington.

Wu referred to a visit to the United States in June by Taiwanese
pPresident Lee Teng-hui -- a visit which enraged Beijing. Harry Wu was arrested
a week after Lee's trip.

~~The Chinese government is embarrassed by the visit of the Republic of
China's president. So I think the Chinese government may intentionally try to
embarrass her by holding Harry's trial and maybe sentencing him while she is
there. That will make her look foolish,'’ she said.

But Mrs. Wu said the United States should send a delegation to the
September 4-15 meeting despite her husband's arrest, which has chilled ties
between the two countries.

Wu, who was detained at China's border with Kazakhstan June 19, awaits
trial on espionage charges which carry a maximum penalty of death.

Mrs. Wu expressed concern for her husband's health and safety, saying
that back problems and difficulty walking had led him to ask for a wheelchair
in prison. She said that, to her knowledge, Chinese authorities had not
granted the request.

ki3] ~~As to the U.S. delegation (in Beijing), I think Mrs. Clinton should not
go because her participation would send wrong information to the Chinese
government,'' Mrs. Wu told a news briefing in Geneva.

N ~~She would be saying she does not care about Harry, an American citizen

~and a human rights activist.''

~~I wrote a letter, a private letter, to Mrs. Clinton actually to tell
her about my feeling,'' she added.

K Wu later told Reuters, ~“As a wife, I think she should understand my

. feeling ... Her decision will be her reply.''

] President Clinton, speaking Aug. 10, left open the possibility that his
Wwife would attend the U.N. meeting. The U.S. ambassador to the world body,
Madeleine Albright, will head the team, but Mrs. Clinton has made no secret of
her wish to attend.

Mrs. Wu, who was to address the U.N. subcommission on human rights in
Geneva this week, was wearing a yellow ribbon on her white jacket -- a
symbolic appeal for his release.

The letter to Mrs. Clinton was sent Aug. 10, a day after U.S. consular
officials made a second visit to Wu, being held at
a jail in the central Chinese city of Wuhan.

The 58-year-old activist, who spent 19 years in Chinese labor camps for
dissident activities, moved to the United States in 1985. He is a naturalized
U.S. citizen.

He has written extensively about China's secretive prison system and
alleged human rights abuses inside prisons. In recent years he has publicized
allegations that China sells body organs from executed prisoners for
transplants. Beijing denies the allegation.
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Q: Has Mrs. Clinton received a letter from Mrs. Wu?

A: Yes, Mrs. Clinton received a private letter. She will
respond privately to Mrs. Wu at some point.



Mr Pre31dent Send Your W1fe to Chma

™ Policy' Thc U.S can best
champion the goals oftheUN-
Conference on Women by.

By RUTH ROSEN

Hillary Rodham Clinton waits while her
husband and his foreign policy.
debate whether she s ould atten
fourth U.N. Conference on Women In

tember in China. What a gobering image w‘,'

the women of the world to contemplate. -

sbould attend this imgortant gathering:

o Hillary Rodham Clinton is the honae-
ary chairwoman of the U.S. delegation, w0
-be.led by U.N. Ambassador

the effort to redefine women's
rights as human rights. -
e The current straine between the

. ?’

having her lead the delegahon, Ea

adeléine
Albrighit. But it would take the First Lady's

_presence to draw the world's attention to
the growlbg impoverishment of the world's*

1996. So far, his Adm:mstrahon has teivial.
-. ized the UN. conference, treating it as a -
" cute gathering of “the girls." Yet, women

across the nation, particularly many poor
and minority women, have spent the past
. decade preparing for it. How will a cam-

.~ paigning Clinton explain that he wouldn't .
__;_,; allow his wite, a long-time activist on

behalf of women'e and children's rights. to
attend a conference concerned with

_improving oving the ecasomic and phyxical well-
being of the world's women? .

‘s The best reason for Hillary Clinton to -
attend is that the Chinese government has -
- . made ev
. While’he waffles, Presidest ‘Clinton
“should coasider why America’s First Lady

effort to sabotage this confes-
_ ence. Just by her presence, she will ensure
the visibility of the non-goverament orga-
‘nizations and the issues they will ralse.
While the President ditbers, the Chinese

government i8 working overtime to sub- -

vert the conference’s success. Having lost

its bid for the Olympic Games after the Tiag

An Men Square massacre, China hoped to

* recapture some international stature by
boadngwhatxtmwnedwbenhmnlm'

hdles teaparty.” -
“-Now that tens of thousands of femmhu

United States and China are irrelevant. This'«" md human-rights aclivista are about to

is & multllateral, international conference’;
that will bring together 40,000 wamen fi

can best on the conference's goals-

by aendmg its’ t Lady to the mceunﬂ
imprisonment of human rights activ

u requirea urgent attention by the

State Deparunen but not an embargo of an

aternational conference that will publicize

the importance of human righta,

"~ o Hillary Clinton should not be required
to boycott Chinz when the President has
decided to allow U.S. trade with the world's

. most populous nation.

. o Bill Clinton needs a majority of US. .
women's votes in order to win reelecQpn in -

= pour into China, Beljing is busily engagedin

rom#y damage control
all regions of the world. The United States's-*

To silence the most radical activists at
the conference, China has moved the NGO
forum to a resort lown 33 miles outside of
Beijing that can accommodate only one-

. quarter of the anticipated participants and
is ill-equipped for e ectronic communica-
tion with the rest of the world.

In response to cornplaints, the Chinese

- government sent an “advisory” suggesting
that some women might prefer aightseeing
to attending the conference. To discredi:

" Western participants, officials are spread-
- ing rumors that most are proatitutes or les-
- bians. To stifle human-rights aciivists,

L — e .

.. China has demed m 1o entre. delega-

- there and elsew.
" 'nation's commitment to human rights. Send

tions, including groups that. support )
Tibetan' independence and gay ts.. To. )
limit publicity, China haxs restri {oreign
Journalists’ visas. Of the Chinese press, o&lﬁ
the officia] New China News Agency

" be allowed to cover the conference.

In the face of such resistance, how can

- the Administration not send our First Lady
" to China? The President's aldes are report-'- -

edly fearful that ahe will become embrailed
in some smbarrassing diplomatie night+

_mare. Excuse rae, but there are few indi-

viduals in the Administration more adept of
articylate than Hillary Rodham Clinton. .
And what could be more embarrassing thar .
an American delegation whose chair-
woman has been kePt at home by her hus-
band, the President!

Save the moral indignation. The United
States can best promote democratic change
by improving our own ;"

Hillary to China, Mr. Predident.
of the wotld are watching.

Ruth Rosen, a professor of qutory at uc .
Davis, writes regularly on polmc: and
culture. . -

€ women
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Join the Women in Beijing

Early next month as many as 50,000 people
from around the world will go to Beljing to attend
the United Nations’ Fourth World Conference on
women and a parallel gathering of grass-roots

women'’s organizations. The two meetings will dis-

cuss subjects like women's access to health care
and education, their role in economic development
and politics and problems such as family violence
and abuse of human rights.

These issues matter deeply to Americans, and .

many have been special concerns of the Clinton
A( istration. The United States should be a con-
spivuous participant at the Beijing conference, with
the First Lady, Hillary Rodham Clinton, leading the
official delegation.

China's leaders, fearing free discussion of their .

own repressive policies, have done everything they
can to damage the conference’s credibility and
divert attention from its women's rights agenda.
Betraying its host-country responsibilities, China
has arbitrarily excluded participants from Taiwan
and Tibet, restricted press coverage and exiled the
grass-roots meeting to a remote site more than 30
miles from the main conference. It has also placed

. obstacles like complex special visa requirements in
the path of third-world women of limited means who
have been saving up for months to attend the
meeting.

A number of these issues remain under negotia-
tion, but few now expect China to live up to its
pledges of a conference open to all legitimate par-
ticipants. This week Beijing began using the confer-
ence as a pretext for a new roundup of dissenting
intellectuals and activists.

It is tempting to consider boycotting the confer-

Grateful

A fortysomething New Yorker got on a bus last
month. A teen-ager got on afterward, sat next to him
and noticed the Grateful Dead logo on his sandals.

“Great concert last night,” said the kid. *I
wanted to go again tonight, but I have an algebra
test.”

“Yeah, me t0o,” said his fellow rider, “but I've
got two kids.” ..

The miracle of Jerry Garcia, really, is that he
managed to live so long and that in the process his
music stitched together three generations. The oth-
er rock geniuses of his time, the ones wedded as he

was to excess — Jimi Hendrix, Janis Joplin, Jim
MArrican — avict nnu anlv ace iecone wistfully wor-

y -
ence to protest China’s behavior, its forced abortion
and sterilization policies and its detention of an -
American citizen and human rights activist, Harry
wu. '

But United States participation in the world
women's conference is not a favor to China. It is a
show of respect and support for the efforts of
women in this country and around the world. On
almost all the issues scheduled for. discussion,
Washington figures to be a powerful ally of those
favoring women's political, economic and human
rights. If the official American delegation stayed
home, the cause of women's freedom would be
weakened, not strengthened. . :

The same reasoning argues for sending the
most high-powered delegation possible. Mrs. Clinton
is an especially articulate advocate on these 1ssues.
Her presence would enhance the visibility and au-
thority of the American delegation. It could also
help thwart Chinese attempts to restrict press cov-
erage and exclude unwelcome voices.

. Obviously, the White House cannot agree to any
conditions on her attendance that would undermine
larger United States policies .toward China. She
should not, for example, hold meetings with top
Chinese leaders while Harry Wu remains in jail. But
Washington's differences with Beijing should not be
taken out on the women from around the world who
have invested their hopes in this important interna-
tional conference. Nor should they be a reason for
abandoning China’s more than 500 million women.

It would only hand a quiet victory to China’s
repressors for the strongest advocates of women'’s
liberty tostay away from Beijing. The United States
ghould be there in force and in full voice.

“on, the Summer of Love continued, despite the

occasional bad trip when fans got hurt or violence
broke out Describing the music, rock critics talked
of its eclectic mix, of Mr. Garcia’s fluid, unpreten-
tious guitar werk, of his direct, playful lyrics.

What is often missed is the spiritual quality of
Mr. Garcia's work. The Dead’s soaring vocal
harmonies, especially in the early 1970's, evoked
old-time hymn-singing, and the songs’ subject mat-
ter — love, death, forgiveness, renewal — was
universal and contemplative. ‘Attics of My Life”
may be ane of the most haunting rock anthems ever
recorded, a song about the spiritual quest, and about
grace.
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The right call

§l

on China "

But first lady should not join Beijing visitors

HE WHITE HOUSE decision to send

8 full delegation to the international

women’s rights conference in China
next month was the right one. _

U.N. Ambassador Madeleine Albright
makes a good case when noting it makes no
sense “in the name of human rights, to boy-
cott a conference that has, as a primary pur-
pose, the promotion of human rights.”

But an ordinary level of participation in
the conference is as far as Washington
should go. Unless China does a considerable
about-face, the White House should scrap
any plans to send Hillary Rodham Clinton.

Having the US. first lady travel to Bei-
jing would grant the Chinese government
the extraordinary level of international rec-
ognition it covets even as it takes step after
step to cement its image as a repressive
threat both internally and externally.

There are China’s continued detention of
U.S. activist Harry Wu and other dissidents,
threatening missile tests conducted in the

scas pear Taiwan, and China’s belligerence
over the U.S. visit of the Taiwanese presi-
dent. There’s also its suspected military
technology sales to outlaw regimes and its
military buildup occurring while it focuses
on territorial disputes with its neighbors.

All of this points to a China not much
interested in human rights or peaceful coex-
istence. The symbolism of having the first
lady visit under such circumstances would
send entirely the wrong signal about accep-
tance of China’s outrageous behavior.

Still, as a growing power both economi-
cally and militarily, China is too big to ig-
nore. So, too, is the issue of women’s rights.
The US. should be at the conference to ex-
ert Jeadership forcefully — or as forcefully
as it can, given Congress’ regressive stance
on issues of reproductive freedom.

Sending traditional diplomats but keeping
the first lady at home walks a fine line, but
an important onc. :
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U.S. Embassy Aide Visits American Jailéd n Chinag

Human Rights Activist Held Since June Reported Healthy, in ‘Reasonably Good Spirits’?

By Keith B, Richburg %
Washington Post Foreign Service

BEIJING, Aug. 9—A U.S. Embassy official was
allowed today to visit Harry Wu, the jailed Chi-
nese American human rights activist whose de-
tention has become a new focal point of tension in
Washington's relations with China, and afterward
an embassy spokesman said Wu seemed healthy
and in good spirits.

It was the first time in a month that embassy
officials were given permission to see Wu, and on-
ly the second time since he was detained on June
19 as he tried to enter China’s westernmost Xin-
jiang Province from neighboring Kazakhstan. Un-
der consular agreements between the United
States and China, the embassy must be allowed a
face-to-face meeting each month, but the United
States repeatedly has requested more frequent
access to Wu because of mounting concerns about
his health.

Those concerns intensified last month when
China released a videotape titled “Just See the
Lies of Wu Hongda”—Wu’'s Chinese name. It
showed him looking worn and telling his interro-
gators about disagreements he had with the BBC
over the editing of his film for a documentary on
the export of prison labor products and the sale,
for transplant, of kidneys taken from recently exe-
cuted prisoners.

The official New China Néws Agency said Wu's
statements on the videotape amounted to a “con-
fession” that the film had been fabricated. The
BBC said Wu was coerced into making the state-

- ments, further fueling fears about his condition in

captivity.

After a half-hour meeting today, Daniel Piccu-
ta, first secretary and consul at the U.S. Embassy,
reported that Wu, 58, “appeared healthy and in
reasonably good spirits,” according to an embassy
spokesman. The spokesman said more details
would come Thursday after Piccuta returns from
Wuhan, where the meeting took place.

But Wu's colleague and friend in Washington,
Jeff Fiedler of the AFL-CIO, who is a.board mem-
ber of Wu’s Laogai (Reform Through Labor)
Foundation, said Wu complained today about con-
tinued back pain, caused by a cracked or slipped

disk, that occasionally leads to numbness in his
legs.

Fiedler, who said he was briefed today about
the meeting, said Wu had just started taking med-
icine he had received from his wife to ease the
back pain. Fiedler said that in the past the prob-
lem of numbness has been so severe that he put
Wu in a wheelchair at Dulles airport in May 1994
when he found it too difficult to walk.

“He seemed healthier than he appeared on the
videotdpe,” Fiedler said. He said his main concern
now was whether Wu will have access to doctors
who can properly diagnose and treat his condition.

Fiedler also said this short session “wasn’t as
tense as last time.”

“Things were certainly less tense than during
the first meeting,” he said in a telephone inter-
view. “It may well be that the interrogations have
either stopped for the moment or have slowed
down in their intensity.” Under the ground rules

for such consular visits, prisoners are not allowed
to discuss their case or the charges-against them,-
he said. CT

Wu has been charged with entering China illex
gally and with the more serious crime of espiey-
nage, which carries the death penalty. His caser
came as U.S.-China relations were already in &
downward spiral, following a private visit to the;
United States by Lee Teng-hui, president of Taiz
wan, which China considers a breakaway republic:
China retaliated by recalling its ambassador im

Washington, canceling several other high-level

contacts and plunging U.S.-China relations to
their lowest state since the June 1989 massacre.
of democracy demonstrators at Tiananmen,
Square. .

*A meeting last week in Brunei between Secreu
tary of State Warren Christopher and Chmescu
Foreign Minister Qian Qichen did little to lmprovg—
the atmosphere.

Wu's arrest has complicated the diplomatic ef- '
forts and initiatives to get the U.S.-Chinese relar: .

- tionship back on track, since his continued deteun{

tion makes it pohtlcally difficult for Presideqs
Clinton to meet with Chinese President Jiang;
Zemin or for Hillary Rodham Clinton to attend they
U.N. Conference on Women to be held in China i ;m
September,

Both steps have been proposed as gestures thqg
might assuage China’s leadership, which is stil}
irate over Lee's U.S. visit and what China cop
tends is American backtracking on its long-stategy

‘one China” policy that officially recognizes onlyy
Beijing. 1



A Chinese

"Ms.” Magazine

Gives Women

A Peek Outside

By Sheila Tetft

Staff wnter of The Cnnstian Science Monitor

BELING
HANG SHAOHUA dares not call

herself a feminist.

But her publication, World
Women's Vision, is as close as China
comes to its own version of Ms. mag-

azine.

Ms. Shang. a veteran Chinese jour-
nalist and an admirer of that Ameri-
can feminist journal, launched her
magazine two years ago by capitaliz-

ing on the United Nations-sponsored
Fourth World Conference on Women

due to be held in Bejjing beginning

Aug. 30 through mid-September.

In a country with a staid, state-
controlled media, a government in-
tolerant of controversy. and a culture
that holds women in low regard, the
magazine must walk a fine line be-
tween offending officials and stirring
serinus dehate. By highlighting prob-
lems abroad. it hopes 10 raise 1ssues
of concern 1o women in China.

Interspersed among glowing
reports on the UN women's con-
ference and the parallel Non-Gov-
ernmental Organizations’ (NGO)
Forum of private women's groups
are a variety of features. They
cover a range of topics from
beauty and manners; translated
profiles of prominent
Western women; and seri-
ous articles on rape, vio-
lence against women,
prostitution, discrimin-
ation; and other topics too
delicate to touch in China.

In any one issue, stories
on the scandal-ridden
British royal family and the
world's 10 most famous
women can run alongside
others on  American
teenage mothers, prostitu-
tion in Southeast Asia, and
a 1993 conference on
abuse of Asian women.

Discreetly and ironi- |
cally, the magazine is pack-
aged in covers graced by |
glamorous Western fash-
jion models more often
seen in Vogue rather than
in serious women's maga-
zines. Shang says it is just
a marketing ploy to boost
circulation and attract
male readers. She “will
change it once the maga-
zine becomes popular, be-
cause then people will pay
attention to the content,
not the cover.

“Right now, we don't
label this magazine femi-
nist. We are just trying to
speak out about what we are
thinking,” says the editor, a savvy,
intense women whose magazine
is widely read among Beijjing
women intellectuals and students.
“|Some] of the articles are femi-
nist. But other articles and stories
Jjust show people in other coun-
tries overcoming hardship. They
are not openly written as feminist.
It is up to people to see it.”

Controversies

azines have been unable to report
on, however, is the international
controversy surrounding official
Chinese preparations for the
women's conference, which has
made the summit the most con-
tentious to date.

the site of the NGO Forum from a

iournalists expected to attend.

maneuvering surrounding the
leadership succession to para-
mount leader Deng Xiaoping, Bei-
jing fretted over the prospect of
thousands of women activists
moving freely about the security-
conscious Chinese capital and
meeting with residents and stu-
dents.

With the forum less than a
month away, the government has
yet to finish the makeshift confer-
. ence site, grant many of the
i 34,000 visas requested by partic-
ipants, and finalize procedures for
the conference, including those
governing the press.

The government is building a
wall around the NGO conference
center to tighten security and
control entry. And in an
apparent disinformation
effort to justify the strin-
gent precautions, the
Chinese press has re-
cently warned city resi-
dents about prostitutes
and lesbians expected to
attend the conference.

Last week, the Chi-
nese organizing com-
mittee  insisted that
planning was going like
clockwork but admitted
that the Huairou facili-
ties, including confer-
ence halls, meeting
rooms, and tents set up
for seminars, will only
hold 10,000 partici-

pants, less than one-third of those
expected. The rest will be sent on
sightseeing tours or to watch cul-
tural entertainment.

Although thousands of hotel
confirmations have been sent out
by express mail, many women
worry whether they can obtain
their visas in time. Since the
forum was shifted to Huairou,

hotel confirmations are required
for a Chinese embassy or con-
sulate to issue a visa.

“I first applied to attend the
NGO Forum as long ago as Feb-
ruary. | had to submit a fresh ap-
plication when the venue chan-
ged,” says an Indian professor
who hopes to attend. “] still have
not heard anything, and worry 1
won't be able to come to Bejjing.”

In addition to bureaucratic
barriers, participants are also en-
untering political roadbiocks.
though Beijing had pledged not
to exclude any private groups
from the forum, last week China
and Iran persuaded the UN to bar
11 activist groups from the con-
ference. China also announced
that a Taiwanese delegation

Earlier this year, China mow‘:d would not be allowed to attend.
Despite congressional calls for
central Bejjing stadium to the dis- a boycott over Chinese rights
» tant suburb of Huairou. The ac- abuses, Madeleine Albright, the
tion was seen by many as a move American ambassador to the UN,
to isolate the more than 30,000 will lead the official US delega-
women activists, representatives tion. But with Sino-US relations
of women's organizations, and strained, the White House has yet
ito announce if Hillary Rodham
I Clinton, the delegation’s hon-
orary chairwoman, will attend.

What World Women's Vision c0
and other Chinese women's mag- Al

Amid the unease and political:

preparations have over-
shadowed the women's

So, with the backing of
Shang'’s employer, Women
of China magazine; more than
$90,000 in loans; and a smal! but
dedicated staff, World Women's
Vision was launched. Less than
. two years later, the journal has a
100,000 circulation, is self-sus-
taining, and has struck a chord
among urban intellectual women
and students.

Translated articles —- such as a
recent one by the late American
feminist Audre Lorde - often
draw an outpouring of letters
from readers, Shang says.

The coverage of World Wo-
men's Vision “is not being done
anywhere else in China. It stands
out from the others,” says Ms.
Polumbaum, the lowa researcher.
“I admire her for being so careful
and diplomatic in how she goes
about doing things.”

“Feminism has different mean-

summit, Chinese and iNngs.... In China, if you try to pro-
Western observers say tect women'’s rights, that's femi-

» »
women's issues have Nism,” Shang says.

received more serious

f

women to high govern-
ment posts; improve
education, health care,
and special programs
for minority women;
and find jobs for laid-
off women workers.
During the last decade,
more than 40 Chinese

A

women's  publications  have
sprung up and, escaping the close
scrutiny reserved for political
Jjournals, found more room to ex-
periment and innovate.

“The fact that these meetings
are being held in Bejjing has
given women more confidence in
acting and women journalists a

basis to take women's issues

more seriously,” says Judy
Polumbaum, a journalism
professor at the University
of lowa and a Chinese
media expert.

Fulfilling a need

With World Women's
Vision, Shang has filled a
gap in Chinese publishing
and appealed to the crav-
ing of educated women
l for international news.
During a 1992 visit to re-
mote Heilongjiang Pro-
vince, the journalist met
foreigners and was struck
by how quickly China was
operning up.

“By the next century, it
will be a more open
world.... I decided to start
a magazine that would
open up Chinese women's
outlook to the world,” says
Shang, who says her
daughter has been influ-
enced by the magazine
and calls herself a femi-
nist.

“There is a lot in West-
ern women's’ minds that
can be accepted by
women here.”

WOLINOJ ADNAIDG NVILSINH?) AH I

“I don't like to stand in oppo-
attention here because Sition to men and try to fight

. of the meeting. This them. We should try to be equal

~ week, China announced 0 Mmen and enjoy the same
a plan to elevate more Tghts.
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PAUL GREENBERG

Washington

'0 Beijing

ere is today's kowtow to
the paper dragon: The
Clinton administration

has made haste to soothe
China’s hissy fit over a visit to this
country by Thiwan's president. He
was admitted to this country in
order to deliver a speech at Cornell,
his alma mater. Beijing waxed furi-
ous at such an outrageous courtesy,
and is playing its ire for all it can get
—which from this obsequious
administration is an awful lot:

Bill Clinton is talking of a person-
al overture to Jiang Zemin, the pres-
ident of the People’s Republic. (Which,
of course, is neither a republic nor
representative of China's people.) The
president is said to be planning a let-
ter in which he’ll invite the Chinese
leader to chat while visiting the Unit-
ed States this fall.

eWarren Christopher, who is
rumored to be the U.S. secretary of
state, has explained that allowing
Taiwan's president to visit his alma
mater was an exceptional act of
hospitality, courage and civility —
a gesture that should in no way be
confused with the general drift of
this administration’s policy toward
China. I believe him. As the secre-
tary putitin a speech at the Nation-
al Press Club, “The private visit by
Lee Teng-hui was a special situation
and a courtesy, consistent with
American values and opinion.” Yes,
it was wholly an exception to the
administration’s official policy,
which is to quake and quail every
time Beijing says it's unhappy with
the United States.

Not that Mr. Christopher didn’t do
his best to avoid even this minimal
decency. He told Elaine Sciolino of
the New York Times that he had
tried to warn China’s foreign min-
ister in April that it was going tobe
impossible to keep Taiwan’s presi-
| dent out of this country because of

congressional opinion. (There go
those American values acting up
again.) “I tried my best” said Mr.
Christopher, “to signal to him that
the congressional mood was a ve
serious problem. I told him 1
pressed on the Taiwan situation sev-
eral times, and I failed to persuade
anyone that I had talked to”
China’s foreign minister, Qian
Qichen, is quoted as saying he did-
n't get any such message, that on
the contrary he had been assured
that Taiwan's president would not
be given a visa. The foreign minis-
ter must have missed the usual,
subtle Clinton clauses in Mr.
Christopher’s signal. Inscrutable,
these Americans. '

®The president now has floated -

t the idea of a state visit by the head

"%
of China, an honor Beijing long has
sought but may no longer be inter-
ested in — since it has become
apparent that this president will
meet with just about anybody. It
must have been particularly galling
to Beijing when this country
opened its doors to the leader of its
rival; Taiwan's example serves as a
constant reminder of how the Chi-
nese people might thrive if only
they were free.

oIn the meantime, Mr. Christo-
pher made it clear, the United
States will not impose economic
sanctions against China merely
because it has been selling its mis-
sile technology to a regime equally
devoted to democracy and world
peace: Iran. : '

Beijing is not likely to be pacified
by Washington's offer of business-as-
usual, since it was never likely that
this administration would do any-
thing that might actually imperil
trade with the Chinese mainland.
This administration is not about to
let anything as important as busi-
ness be endangered by considera-
tions of principle, or even by the
arrest ‘g’f a Hlss citizen c;l;o China.
Harry Wu s his name, an I years
hehasmsistedonatposingtbeslave
labor on which so much of China
economy depends. Naturally he
would be arrested when he tried to
sneak into that country to do another
expose. And naturally his govern-
ment wouldn'’t risk disrupting trade
to help him. (Who says this admin-
istration is anti-business?)

Like any tottering dictatorship,
China is awash in paranoia. Accord.
ing to the current party line, the
United States is plotting to over-
throw the Communist regime on
the mainland economically, politi-
cally and militarily, and the coun-

.ry’s elites echo this blather like
-trained robots. Madness. Dan-
gerous madness.

With the caginess of the crazed,
China’s commissars are said to have
revved up plans for an invasion of
Taiwan for the first time in years,
recognizing that the United States
now has a president who may do

nothing effectual to stop it. Toquote .

Chi Haotian, Beijing's minister of

" defense, China could use force to

“settle the Taiwan issue,” and
objects strongly to “foreign forces’
attempts to interfere in China’s
internal affairs” With theijr maxi-
mum leader, Deng Xiaoping, about
to prove as mortal as Stalin, it al]
sounds like the Soviet Union a few
years before it imploded.

WOulq you believe that, after
their various affronts to freedom, to
.decen.cy and to internationa] law; it
1s China’s rulers who are acting
offended, while it is Washington
that is SCUITying to offer conces.-
sions? Of course you would. Anyone
would who understands (a) how a
little appeasement only whets the
appette of tyrants for more; and (b)
the invertebrate tendencies of this
administration when it comes to
facing down dictators.

Ehe Iliasbhqgtou' Times
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'~ "The Bush administration was

bad enough when it came to
appeasing China's bullies. It was
clear in 1989 that the unpleasant-
ness in Beijing’s Tiananmen Square
was going to be overlooked by the

_US. government. But at least the

Bush administration still offered
political asylum to Chinese fleeing
the mainland’s war on the family.
The officially enforced policy on
the mainland is one-family, one-
child. Those who have more —
unless they get explicit permission
from the authorities — are treated

1
as enemies of the people. That !
means fines, public humil:: n,
demotion and maybe a deinolished !
house. Mothers of one child have
IUDs inserted. If they beco::::
pregnant again, they face steriliza-
tion. Women who become pregnant
without an official permit can
expect a compulsory abortion coui-
tesy of the state — often a late-term
abortion because many women will .
try to hide a pregnancy, and may
not be caught 4l late. o

The Clinton administration .
reversed the earlier policy of allov-
ing those fleeing such oppression tu :
apply for political asylum in the ;
United States. Chinese seeking :
refuge from the mainland’s harsh -
limits on families can expect no
welcome in this country. They are °
to be turned back, just as if ihey ;
were boat people now trying to i
escape Fidel Castro’s Cubaor, in the 5
first years of this administration, :
Raoul Cedras’ Haiti. o

Would you also believe that. in
the midst of all this, the first lady i«
still planning to lend her presence
to a U.N. conference in Beijing?'1 he:
subject of the conference: women '
rights. . . .

While she’s discussing rights in
that country, perhaps Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton can ask to see Harry
» Wu in prison. And if she’s not !
allowed to, no doubt Washington
will take that in stride, too. Because,
in the year 1995 and the 220th of the
republic, this is what the land of the
free and the home of the brave has
been reduced to.

Paul Greenberg is editorial pase
editor of the Arkansas Democrat
Gazette in Little Rock and a nation-
ally syndicated columnist.
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Clinton bungling on China

White House covers up rights, arms

GENEVA — Until recently, the Clinton
administration's ineptitude in foreign poli-
Cy has been mostly an embarrassment, but
not the kind likely to create longterm
problems for the United States.

However, the administration’s contin-
ued mishandling of the escalating conflict
with China may yet prove a major disaster,

Since May, when the administration —
rightly — granted a visa to Taiwan presi-
dent Lee Teng-hui, the Chinese, have been
turning up the
heat.

First they
withdrew their
ambassador
from Washing-
ton and re-
fused to accept
the new US.
envoy to Bej-
jing, former
senator Jim
Sasser, a Dem-
ocrat from
Tennessee,

Then on
June 19, they
arrested Harry

COUNTERPOINTS

By Linda Chavez

Wu, a former
Chinese politi-
cal prisoner and leading human rights ac-
tvist who is now a U.S. citizen. Wu was de-
tained by Chinese authorities when he
tried to enter China on a valid visa and
with a proper American passport.

In July, the Chinese government
charged Wu with espionage and other of-
fenses that carry the death penalty and
then released a disgracetul video purport-
ing to show Wu confessing to his crimes.
Wu's real “crime” was exposing the Chi-
nese system of forced labor and torture of
political prisoners.

On three prior trips to China, Wu secret.
ly filmed inside political prisons, embar-
rassing both the Chinese and American
businesses that were importing Chinese
prison-made goods into the United States,

Wu is intimately familiar with China's
political prisons, having served 19 years in
them for criticizing the communist regime
when he was a college student

Finally, last week China detained for
four days and then expelied two visiting
American military officers, again alleging
espionage.

All along China has been busy flexing
its military muscle by firing surfaceo-air
missiles off the southern coast of China,
near Taiwan, not to mention earlier con.
ducting underground nuclear tests and
selling ballistic missiles to Pakistan. ~

How has Clinton responded? He has re-

Human rights

newed the most-favored-nation trade pro-
vision for China, the world's fastest grow-
ing economy and major source for US. im-
ports. And he sent a fawning Secretary of
State Warren Christopher to meet with his
Chinese counterpart in Brunei.

Christopher was prepared to agreetoa
Sino-American summit in October, which
the Chinese want. But he changed his mind
in midair on the way to Brunei after aides
warned him that as long as China holds an
American prisoner, the move would be
highly unpopular with Congress and might
trigger another bipartisan foreign policy
rebuke.

The administration's worry didn’t stop
the White House from doctoring reports it
sent to Congress last week about arms con-
trol treaty violations by China and other
nations.

Instead of reporting that China had in-
deed sold M-1] missiles to Pakistan, which
would trigger severe economic sanctions
under US. law, the White House fudged
the report's wording to make it appear that
only missile-related materials were sold, a
less serious offense. .

Unfortunately for the White House, both
the original and its edited versions went to
the Hill, exposing the subterfuge.

The administration's kowtowing has had
no effect on the Chinese. In fact, they have
become more obstreperous than ever.

control violations

By Sam Ward, USA TODAY

At the UN. Human Rights Subcommis-
sion now meeting in Geneva, the Chinese

"government has launched vitriolic attacks

on both Harry Wu and the United States,

Chinese belligerence at this time, no
doubt, is provoked by internal Chinese
politics. Hard-line factions in the Chinese
military are vying for increased power in
the government in anticipation of senior
leader Deng Xiaoping’s imminent death.
But the worst possible U.S. response is to
show weakness and accommodation in the
face of provocation. :

You would think President Clinton
would have learned that lesson from the
experience of his last Democratic prede-
cessor, Jimmy Carter.

Carter's weakness emboldened revolu-
tionaries and dictators from Ayatollah
Khomeini in Iran and Central America's
Marxist-oriented Sandinista regime in Nic-
aragua'to the Soviet Union’s invasion of
and fighting in Afghanistan.

Clinton will win neither respect nor re-
sponsible behavior from the dictators in
Beijing by ignoring or covering up their vi-
olations of human rights and arms control.

they view the U.S. criminal justice system. Mon.
days: Tony Snow. Tuesdays: Michael Gartner.
Wednesdays: Linds Chavez.



Harry Wu appears in good health

BEIJING, Aug. 9 (UPI) Detained American human rights activist Harry Wu
appeared Wednesday to be ~“in good health and relatively good spirits'' during
his second meeting in 30 days with a U.S. consular official.

Concern over the physical and mental health of the 58-year-old Wu has
escalated since China's release of a video July 25 showing a visibly tired Wu
under interrogation on espionage charges.

After a 30-minute session with Wu at the jail in the central Chinese city
of Wuhan, Dan Piccuta, chief of the American citizens services section in
Beijing, said he "~“appeared to be in good health and in reasonably good
spirits. '’

The meeting was heavily monitored by Chinese security officials. Piccuta
and Wu talked through microphones and were separated by a glass partition,
said U.S. Embassy spokeswoman Sara Stryker.

It came exactly 30 days after the first consular visit July 10. Although
U.S. officials have pressed for more frequent sessions, the Chinese have stuck
to the U.S.-Sino agreement calling for access to detained citizens at least
once every 30 days.

Picutta was prohibited from discussing Wu's case, the same restriction
imposed on U.S. Consul General Arturo Macias during the first encounter.

Piccuta provided no other information about Wu, last seen in the video
purporting to show him confessing to falsifying evidence of human rights
abuses.

In the video he allegedly acknowledged material he obtained for
documentaries about China's export of goods made by forced prison labor and
its trade in human organs taken without consent from death row prisoners was
untrue.

Piccuta arrived in Wuhan Tuesday but was not told until Wednesday the time
of his meeting with Wu.

Diplomats said Piccuta's impressions of Wu's condition and treatment may
determine whether Hillary Rodham Clinton attends the U.N. World Conference on
Women starting in Beijing Sept. 4. Several U.S. senators contend she should
decline the invitation to speak unless Wu is released.

““It will be a White House decision,'' another diplomat said, ~“but we're
making plans for her arrival just in case.''

An advance team for the first lady spent two days in Beijing Aug. 4 and 5
observing the preparations for China's largest international conference and
even went out to the réemote Huairou site of the Non- Governmental Forum
accompanying the U.N.-affiliated event.

U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher said last week he could not
envision "~any circumstances under which President Jiang Zemin'' would be
welcome in the United States for a summit meeting with President Bill Clinton
if Wu is not freed.

wu, who spent 19 years in Chinese prison camps, was arrested in Wuhan July
8 on charges of espionage, stealing state secrets and trying to enter the
country under an assumed name. He faces a maximum penalty of death.

The U.S. State Department has consistently maintained the case should be
resolved on humanitarian grounds with Wu's release.

His arrest came nearly three weeks after he was detained while trying to
enter China's northwest Xinjiang province from Kazahkstan.

Wu is still undergoing pre-trial investigation, Stryker said, and cannot
consult with an attorney until that phase is over.

dkokk filed by:UPI-(--) on 08/09/95 at 05:03EDT *#**x*
**%*% printed by:WHPR(JEL) on 08/09/95 at 08:32EDT #%*x*
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(UPI Spotlight)
U.S. presses for meeting with Harry Wu
By RUTH YOUNGBLOOD=

BEIJING, Aug. 7 (UPI) U.S. diplomats concerned over Harry Wu's health
pressed Monday for a meeting with the detained human rights activist 13 days
after China released a video showing a visibly tired Wu under interrogation on
espionage charges.

Despite a Sino-U.S. consular agreement allowing access at least once every
30 days, U.S. Embassy spokeswoman Sara Stryker said a second session is not
automatically granted in China although the interval expires Wednesday.

""We're trying to see him,'' Stryker said. "~ “We've requested permission''
for a meeting Wednesday.

Concern over the health of the 58-year-old U.S. citizen has escalated
since China's release of a 13-minute video purporting to show Wu confessing to
falsifying evidence of human rights abuses.

He allegedly acknowledged falsifying material he obtained for
documentaries about China's export of goods made by forced prison labor and
trade in human organs taken without consent from death row prisoners.

""We want to verify his good health,'' Stryker said. ~“We've been
concerned about it all along.'' '

Diplomats said the outcome of the meeting may determine whether Hillary
Rodham Clinton attends the U.N. World Conference on Women starting in Beijing
Sept. 4. Several U.S. senators contend she should decline the invitation to
speak unless Wu is released.

U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher said last week he could not
envision "“any circumstances under which President Jiang Zemin'' would be
welcome in the United States for a summit meeting with President Bill Clinton
“Tif Harry Wu was not released.''

U.S. Consul General Arturo Macias was allowed to see Wu for 30 minutes
July 10 but was separated by a glass barrier and prohibited from discussing
Wu's case.

Wu, who spent 19 years in Chinese prison camps, was arrested in Wuhan July
8 on charges of espionage, stealing state secrets and trying to enter the
country under an assumed name. He faces a maximum penalty of death.

His arrest came nearly three weeks after he was detained while trying to
enter China's northwest Xinjiang province from Kazahkstan.

He is still undergoing pre-trial investigation, Stryker said, and cannot
consult with an attorney until that phase is over.

It has not been determined whether Macias or another consular official
will meet with Wu, but Stryker said she expects the same conditions to
prevail.

" "Whoever meets with Wu cannot act as an attorney,'' she said. ~“That is
standard procedure.''

Another Western diplomat said prospects for an early release appeared
bleak after a Chinese delegate to a U.N. human rights agency called Wu a
criminal who deserved to be arrested.

Sha Zukang told the U.N. Human Rights Commission meeting in Geneva last
week that criticism of China over Wu's arrest were ~“groundless.''

Human rights groups are also worried about Wu's condition. Robin Munro,
Hong Kong director of Human Rights Watch-Asia, said, ~“We have no idea what
went on to extract that so-called confession, but he was obviously very tired
and in very low spirits.'!

Noting Wu was injured in a mining accident during his previous
incarceration, Munro said, ~“Usual interrogation procedures include
round-the-clock questioning, sleep interference, a light on all the time, and
poor ventilation all in the interest of breaking a prisoner down.''

Munro said it is likely Beijing will use Wu for leverage in its relations
#ith the United States, seeking concessions in return for his release.

"TIf an invitation to the White House for Jiang Zemin is what they want,
they may release Wu, but that does not address the plight of the thousands of

other incarcerated activists,'' he said.

x%xx* filed by:UPI-(--) on 08/07/95 at 06:26EDT ***x*
x*%* printed by:WHPR(JEL) on 08/07/95 at 08:30EDT **x*



Feminists win word war
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in conference platform
Vatican agrees to ‘universal’ rights

By George Archibald

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

NEW YORK — Feminists yes-
terday outmaneuvered the Vatican
in a dispute over language in the
draft platform for the upcoming
U.N. women’s conference in Bei-
Jjing.

At closed-door sessions held by
the United Nations, U.S. delegates
Joined Canada and other Western
nations in pushing language that

———_> 7l busiun

would guarantee abortion and
family-p ing rights to women

in Catholic and Muslim countries, f

Geraldine Ferraro, the Demo-
cratic vice presidential candidate
in 1984 and a key member of the
US. delegation, led ‘efforts to in-
clude the concept of “universal”
human rights in the Platform for
Action, which delegates said
would guarantee sexual and repro-

see VATICAN, page A14

From page AT ———"

ductive freedom to women every-

where., _
The Vatican's delegation, which

inma!ly sought to avoid that .

Phrasing, backed down yesterday.
Vatican delegates said the refer-
ence to “universal” rights does not
conflict with the Catholic Church’s
adamant opposition to abortion.
Mrs. Ferraro, a pro-choice Catho-
lic, expressed satisfaction with the
Vatican’s changed position.
Leaders of many women’s
groups that will participate in a
orum for nongovernmental orga-
nizations during the Sept. 4-15
World Conference on Women were
excluded from the UN. sessions,
Women from around the world
are meeting here to discuss dis-
agreements over the platform.
Women’s groups that support
the traditional family are at odds

with feminists who want to replace ¢yl

the concept of the two sexes with
a more liberal “gender” concept
that allows for homosexuality,
Countries that could not afford
to send delegates to these prelimi-
nary sessions, which <continye
through Friday, are represented
by their official UN. delegations.
Democrats in the Senate yester-
day blocked a bid by Majority
Leader Bob Dole of Kansas to

withdraw funding for the women's

conference unless China frees U.S.
human rights activist Harry wu.
- Dole’s amendment was part of
a bill by Sen. Jesse Helms, North
lina Republican, to reorga-
nize the U.S. foreign policy estab-
lishment. The 5545 vote to end
debate on the bill, and thus allow
votes on amendments, fell five
senators short of the 60 needed.
Among the feminist leaders cir-
ting in meeting rooms of the
UN. General Assembly building
this week is Bella Abzug, a former
Democratic congresswoman. Her
Women’s Environment and Devel-
opment Organization has been g

major influence on the interna-

tional women's agenda.

" Mrs. Abzug has served as a paid
consultant to Timothy Wirth, un-
dersecretary of state for global af-
fairs, whose office is organizing
US. participation in the Beijing
conference. On July 21, Mr. Wirth
told leaders of nongovernmental
women’s groups that the Clinton
administration is “working with
the. most progressive govern-
ments” to create “the most pro-
gressive agenda” for women
worldwide.

At a news conference yesterday,
Irene Santiago of the Philippines,
chairwoman of the forum for non-
governmental organizations, said
U.N. organizers are allowing only
certain feminist groups to influ-
ence the final draft of the Beijing
document.

Mrs. Santiago is involved with
the Center for Asian/Pacific
Women in Politics and the Asian
Pacific Forum on Women, Law and
Development, which this year cir-
ted a paper criticizing tradi-
tional family and motherhoo
roles for women. '

Yesterday Mrs, Santiago out-
lined plans for her forum, to be
attended by 40,000 participants
about 33 miles from the Beijing
conference.

She said the forum’s objectives '

are to “enable people to network,
-.. agenda setting [to empower
women] ... and lobbying — influ-
encing the government confer-
ence, participating in the Platform
for Action”

She said Apple Computer has
given a sizable grant to enable the
forum to conduct a “global town
hall” with computerized lobbying
by women’s 8roups, particularly in
Third World nations, to get govern-
ments to support the implementa-
tion of the Beijing platform.

Plenary sessions at.the forum

« will include strategy ‘sessions to
counter a “rise in conservatism”
and “violence against women” and
o promote “gender Strategies”
and “peace and human-security,”
she said.

3
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US. inan Abbut-Fa.cé';'Dénies

Shiftin Trade Policy Toward Japan

By BoB Davis

Staff Reporter of TIE WALL STHEET JOURNAL

WASHINGTON - A day after a Clinton
administration trade official proposed a
less confrontational trade policy toward
Japan, the top White House economic
adviser took it back.

"There’s no shift of policy,"" said Laura
Tyson, head of the White House's National
Economic Council.

The public spat reflects frustration and
division within the administration over
Japan. After more than two years of trade
pressure, negotiators grumble that they
haven't been able to crack what they see as
a closed Japanese market. But Japanese
officials, who welcomed what they thought
was an easing of trade pressure, are
bound to be bewildered at the latest turn-
about.

On Monday, Commerce Undersecre-
tary Jeffrey E. Garten suggested in Tokyo
that the two sides should talk more broadly
about trade, and he lambasted what he
called a relationship ‘‘characterized by
one trade confrontation after another." In
Washington, top officials were furious, and
passed around newspaper accounts of the
remarks. The Japanese would interpret
the remarks as weakening U.S. resolve,
they feared. :

Ms. Tyson said that the Commerce
Department official’s *‘characterization of
the relationship isn't a correct one." The
two countries already cooperate on many
issues under a Clinton trade initiative
known as the framework talks, she said.
And Mr. Garten wasn't authorized to
sound out the Japanese on a new trade
policy, she added.

__‘Icertainly haven't been in any discus-
sions that would lead to [the] conclusion”
that the U.S. was pushing a new line, she
said. “And I've been calling the meet-
ings.”

Mr. Garten is one of the administra-
tion’s most articulate trade qukesman but
has a reputation for freelancing. He may
turn out to be prescient, though. The
framework agreements, including a recent
one involving autos, call for the U.S. and
Japan to track imports in a number of
politically sensitive industries to see
whether there is a “'significant™ increase.
If the numbers don’t go up, trade pressure
is bound to mount.

U.S. and China Agree to Resume Talks
After a Rocky Two Months of Feuding

By ROBERT S. GREENBERGER
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, Brunei—
China and the U.S. agreed to resume
high-level talks, appdrently halting an
alarming two-month slide in bilateral rela-
tions. But to strengthen ties remains a
formidable task.

In 2 90-minute session in Brunei, where
an Asian regional security meeting is
under way, Chinese Foreign Minister Qian
Qichen readily accepted Secretary of State
Warren Christopher’s proposal that Peter
Tarnoff, a top State Department official,

say when Beijing will approve the U.S.
choice for its next ambassador to China,
former Sen. James Sasser, replacing a
career diplomat who completed his tour.
And Mr. Qian rebuffed U.S. demands that
China free Harry Wu, a naturalized-Amer-
ican human rights activist charged with
espionage. He said Mr. Wu must go
through a judicial process. .

Mr. Christopher wouldn't agree to
China’s main demand, that the U.S. pledge
to never again permit a top Taiwan official
to visit the U.S.

As aresult, the U.S. appraisal of yester-

| slammed the door, and

resume a broad dialogue in Beijing. In
June, when China was infuriated by the
Clinton administration's decision to allow
Taiwan's president to visit the U.S., it
rejected U.S. entreaties for such a meeting
and broke off other talks.

Mr. Qian also agreed to meet Mr.
Christopher next month in New York,
where both will be attending a session of
the United Nations General Assembly.
Among topics to be discussed is whether
their leaders hold a summit meeting in the
next few months. ~

Tuesday's success was limited, how-
ever. At best, it will bring resumption of
talks on such thorny issues as human
rights and weapons proliferation, issues
that offer many possibilities for further
rifts. The two nations share huge economic
interests, but China often shows an insen-
sitivity to U.S. concerns, while the admin-
istration has often mismanaged_ the rela-
tionship by sending mixed signals.

In the Brunei meeting, Mr. Qian didn't
respond to Mr. Christopher’'s appeal for the
return of China’s ambassador, who was
recalled from Washington to protest the
U.S. decision on Taiwan. He also wouldn't

day's meeting was modest. “'They could
have slammed the door, and didn’t. On the
other hand, they didn’t accept any of our
formulations,” said a top U.S. official -
traveling with Mr. Christopher.

MTr. Qian, too, got less than he wanted.
While he welcomed assurances that basic
U.S. policy toward China hasn't changed
and that it doesn’t recognize Taiwan as an
independent country, he cited*a Chinese
proverb: “Words must count and deeds
must yield results. Words have their value
only when they are honored in deeds."” ,

Mr. Qian got more words from Presi-
dent Clinton, a three-page letter for Chi-
nese President Jiang Zemin. The letter
reiterates Washington’s one-China policy,
and stresses the importance of the rela-
tionship. It also mentions Mr. Wu in the
broader context of human rights.

Now the administration is trying to
arrange a summit between Presidents
Clinton and Jiang by reconciling its sup-
port for Mr. Wu with the strategic and
economic importance of China. In com:
ments before the meeting yesterday, Mr.
Christopher said, '*it would be difficult to
have a summit meeting™ if Mr. Wu were
still being held in China.



US, China

Agree to Talks

On Relations
Christopher Sees Progress,

But Major Disputes Remain

By Michael Dobbs

Washington Post Staf Writer

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, Brunei, Aug. 1—

Secretary of State Warren Christopher and Chi-
nese Foreign Minister Qian Qichen agreed today

to further high-level talks to seek a solution to the
crisis in relations between their two nations,
which went sour in May when the United States
decided to grant a visa to the president of Taiwan.

A 90-minute meeting between Christopher and
Qian failed to resolve any of their countries’ major
disputes, including the imprisonment in China ofa
prominent Chinese American human rights activ-
ist, Harry Wu. Nevertheless, spokesmen for both
sides described the meeting as “useful” and sig-
naled a readiness to reverse the sharp deteriora-
tion in U.S.-Chinese relations.

“It was a very positive and very useful meet-
ing,” said State Department spokesman Nicholas
Burns. “We believe that, because of the agree-
ment to hold future meetings and the positive at-
mosphere in the room, we can move forward
again in the U.S.-Chinese relationship.” _

U.S. officials said that the Chinese side had

~dropped its earlier objections to a meeting be-
tween Undersecretary of State Peter Tarnoff and
Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Liu Huagiu to dis-
cuss ways of improving the relationship. Christo-
pher and Qian will meet again at the United Na-
tions in September. In addition, Christopher held
out the possibility of a summit meeting between
President Clinton and
Zemin in the fall, if Wu is released by then. -

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Shen Guo-
feng was significantly less upbeat than Burns in as-
sessing the results of the meeting, limiting himself
to saying that it had been “frank and useful.” _

US. officials appeared satisfied that they had
achieved as much as they could realistically ex-
pect from the meeting, which followed more than
two months of increasingly bitter polemics be-
tween Beijing and Washington. The crisis erupted
after the Clinton administration reversed its long-
standing policy of refusing to grant a visa to se-

" nior Taiwanese 'officials and permitted Taiwanese
President Lee Teng-hui to attend a class reunion
at Cornell University, his alma mater,

The Chinese reacted furiously to Lee’s “pri-
vate” visit, which they interpreted as a sign that
Washington was moving away from its “one Chi-
na" policy, agreed with Beijing, of treating Taiwan

See CHINA, A28, Col. 1

Chinese President Jiang
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as an integral part of China. Rela-
tions deteriorated still further in
June after Chinese authorities ar-
rested Wu as he crossed into China
from Kazakhstan, Wu has achieved
notoriety in both China and the Unit-
ed States with his campaign to draw
attention to abuses in the Chinese
prison camp system.

U.S. officials said today that
Christopher appealed for Wu's re-
lease’ from prison but did not get a
clear response from Qian. Before the
meeting, Qiap-told reporters that
Wu's fate was in the hands of the
Chinese judicial system.

Qian set the tone for his meeting
with Christopher by telling journal-
ists that he was ready for “serious
discussions in a friendly and prag-
matic attitude.” He welcomed recent
assurances by Christopher that the
United States stuck by its “one Chi-
na” policy, but he continued to insist
on concrete actions by Washington
to prove its good faith.

“Words have their value only when
they are honored in deeds,” the for-

eign minister said, quoting what he

said was an ancient Chinese proverb.

U.S. officials said Christopher told |

Qian that the decision to allow Lee
mnto the country had been a special
case, but he refused to give an as-
surance that it would never be re-
peated. “We are not in the business
of concessions or apologies,” said a
Christopher aide.

During the meeting, Christopher
gave Qian a three-page letter from
Clinton to Jiang, describing the im-
portance that Washington attaches

to the U.S.-Chinese relationship. -

U.S. officials said the letter reiterat-
ed the U.S. position that Taiwan is a
province of China and called for fur-
ther meetings at the ministerial jey-
el, in addition to expressing concern
over Wu's continued imprisonment.
Christopher raised the possibility
of a Clinton-Jiang summit in the
United States in his verbal presenta-
tion but made clear that such a

meeting would requiré a “more con- |
structive environment,” an allusion

to Wu's detention. If no meeting can
be arranged in the United States in
October following the U.N. General
Assembly session, the two presi-
dents are likely" to meet during an
Asian economics conference in No-
vember in Osaka, Japan.

The meeting between Christo-
pher and Qian came in the margins
of the annual conference of the As-
sociation of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN). Over the past few days,
China has taken steps to improve its
standing among the ASEAN coun-
tries, which has been lowered as a
result of a territorial dispute over
ownership of the Spratly Islands in
the South China Sea,

Last March, China alarmed its ;
smaller neighbors by planting its flag
and erecting a structure on a Spratly
shoal known as Mischief Reef in a
part of the South China Sea that js
ciaimed by the Philippines. Four other -
countries—Vietnam, Taiwan, Malay- :
sia and Brunei—also have staked
overlapping claims to the mostly bar-
ren coral reefs, which could be a
source of considerable oil deposits.

Although China continues to lay
claim to all the Spratly Islands, it
moved this week to reassure its
neighbors by saying that it is willing
to discuss the various claims on a
multifateral basis with ASEAN, It al-
so announced that it is willing to set-
tle the dispute on the basis of inter-
national law, including the 1982
U.N. Law of the Sea, which Beijing
has yet to ratify.




Z}l’ancy Pelosi

On to Beijing

.‘iAs the United Nations Fourth
orld Conference on Women ap-
proaches, there is strong support in
the congressional leadership for with-
drawing the U.S. delegation to the
SE tember conference, which is to be
h {:1 in Beijing. The critics cite Chi-
na’s arrest of human rights advocate
Harry Wu and its long history of
human rights violations.

While the United States and other
éLemocratic nations must find ways to
protest China’s conduct, canceling

.S. participation in this year’s larg-
est and most important human rights
gathering would be a mistake.

Many of the most pressing human
gjghts challenges facing the world to-
'a,y—the economic, social, education-
af) health and political statés of wom-
éi—will be . addressed at this
critically . important gathering of
40,000 people from every comner of

e globe. Women and girls interna-
tionally face the gravest threats to
the most basic human rights: the right
to a clean environment, to a living
wage, to full participation in political
life, to be educated, to health, to
freedom from violence.
¢ Violeénce stalks women in war-torn
areas such as Rwanda and Bosnia.

Rape, one of the most horrifying of all
human rights abuses, has long been a
systematic weapon of war. Survivors
of rape not only face severe physical
and psychological trauma and unwant-
ed pregnancies, but many have also
become infected with HIV, the virus
that causes AIDS.

But AIDS threatens women in
peacetime, too. In the field of AIDS
prevention, the need to educate and
help women protect themselves and
their families from infection has be-
come critically important. The course
of the epidemic that has plagued both
our country and the developing world
has changed. The rate ‘of HIV trans-
mission for women is now higher than
for men; by the end of the century,
the numbet of women with HIV will
have doubled. Worldwide, all wom-
en—including monogamous and mar-
ried women—are becoming increas-
ingly vulnerable to HIV infection. As
women become ill, the families they
care for suffer gravely, and the com-
munities they support begin to unrav-
el.

The destruction of family and social
life has affected entire regions of
Africa, where hundreds of villages
have been decimated by AIDS. Asia,

hit later in the "80s by the epidemic,
has a widespread commercial sex in-
dustry and now faces the epidemic in
its full fury. And here in the United
States, AIDS is now the number one
killer of African American women in
the 25-44 age group.

A broad coalition of U.S. and.inter-
national organizations involved in HIV
prevention is planning an extensive
series of educational and outreach
activities at the Beijing conference.
Their purpose is to convince Beijing
participants in all fields that the epi-
demic is a growing threat to the
women of the world, and that HIV

prevention can and must become an .

integral part of their efforts for wom-
en’s rights and well-being. Because
many Asian women community lead-
ers and journalists will attend the
conference, this coalition will have
the opportunity to reach leaders and
policymakers where the threat of the
epidemic 'is now greatest. Prominent
among these groups are organizations
whose work is supported by the U.S.
government and whose participation
at the conference would be curtailed
if this legislation is passed.

Some who testified last week
against U.S. participation at the Bei-

jing conference have called it “anti-
family.” Nothing could be further
from the truth. Those who work to
improve women's lives are deeply
aware that their efforts will fail unless
they include the family context in
which real women live their real lives.
Finding ways to support the family'in

the face of AIDS has been the prima- .

ry focus of many HIV prevention

projects, particularly in the develop- .

ing world.

We ask Congress for this: Support '

us in our efforts to improve the lives
of the world’s women and their fami-
lies. We have critically important, life-
affirming, family-supporting human
rights work to do at the Beijing con-
ference. As the country fights for the
release of Harry Wu and for an end to
human rights violations by the Chi-
nese government, ensure that the

United States takes the most active
possible role in guaranteeing full hu- :

man rights for all the citizens of the

world by sending a delegation to the
conference. For women, it is even'

more than a question of rights—it is a
matter of life and death.

The writer is a Democratic
representative from California.
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Talking points regarding pre-advance to China

o Why have members of the First Lady’s sStaff travelled to
China? Does this mean that the First Lady will attend the
Women’s Conference in Beijing?

No decision has been made as to whether First Lady Hillary Rodham
Clinton will be going to Beijing for the UN Women’s Conference.
However, with the possibility of a trip such as this it is
crucial to be prepared. Thus, members of the First Lady’s staff,
Secret Service, Communications, the State Department, and White
House representatives departed on Friday for a survey of all
possible sites in which the First Lady might visit.

o Why are they going to other countries?

A number of other countries in the region have extended
invitations to the First Lady. For protocol reasons and for
practical reasons -- the First Lady may visit those countries --
we Will be surveying individual cities in those regions.

KF draft, 7/28/95
cleared MW, State
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Wu Detention Threatens to Scuttle Clinton-Jiang Meeting .

Eds: SUBS four grafs for 7th graf pvs, Critics of ..., to UPDATE with Senate
debate on Beijing conference

By DAVID BRISCOE= Associated Press Writer=

WASHINGTON (AP) China's continued detention of Chinese American human
rights activist Harry Wu is dimming prospects for a meeting between President
Clinton and Chinese President Jiang Zemin.

Secretary of State Warren Christopher, in Brunei for meetings of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations, said Monday that it is "~ “very
difficult for me to envision any circumstances'' under which the two
presidents could meet if Wu is still in a Chinese prison.

Christopher is meeting with the Chinese foreign minister, Qian Qichen, in
Brunei on Tuesday and will give him a letter from Clinton, State Department
spokesman David Johnson said. ’

The spokesman declined to disclose the contents of the letter but said
Christopher was carrying no invitation to China's leader to visit Washington.

Johnson also indicated that if Wu is not released, no formal meeting was -
expected to take place between Clinton and Jiang when both leaders are in New
York in October for ceremonies marking the 50th anniversary of the United
Nations.

The status of Wu, who was arrested June 19 when he entered China from
Kazakhstan, also could play a decisive role in the decision on whether first
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton will head the U.S. delegation to an international
women's conference in Beijing in September.

The Senate debated legislation Monday that would pressure the State
Department to boycott the conference if China continues to detain Wu.

A proposed amendment to a State Department reorganization bill would
withhold half of the department's fund for international conferences, $3.5
million, if money is spent on the Beijing conference while Wu is still in
custody.

Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., said the amendment was
because it ~°
arena.'!

Sen. Olympia Snowe, R-Maine, said it is wrong ““to hold a conference in a
country who has violated in the worst way the human rights of an American
citizen.''

Wu, who spent 19 years in Chinese labor camps before being allowed to
emigrate to the United States, has returned to China several times to gather
evidence of human rights abuses in Chinese prisons.

American consulate officials failed in efforts to meet with Wu again last
week, Johnson said. International consular rules require access to be
scheduled every 30 days and the last time consular officers had contact with
Wu was July 10, he said.

U.S. officials are making it clear than any agreement to release Wu could
bring a change in the prospect for high-level contacts.

Prior to Wu's arrest, both Chinese and U.S. officials had indicated
openness to the idea of a meeting between the two presidents. The arrest has
stirred new concern in Congress for any warming of relations with China.

A presidential meeting had been seen as a way of smoothing over relations
strained by the recent visit of Taiwanese President Lee Teng-hui to the United
States.

Another sore point in U.S.-Chinese relations is U.S. investigation of
reports that China has sold missile technology to Iran and Pakistan in
violation of international agreements barring such sales.

-

very shortsighted'’
willfully deprives us of our own voice in the international

*hokk filed by:APE-(--) on 07/31/95 at 18:21EDT #*#%*x*
#*x**x printed by:WHPR(JEL) on 08/01/95 at O08:56EDT ***#
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By Lee Michael Katz
USA TODAY

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, Brv- |8

pei — Neither Taiwan President Lee
Tenghui nor jailed Chinese-Ameri-
can activist Harry Wu will attend to-
day’s highdeve! US.China talks.

But each weighs heavily on the
agenda as Secretary of State Warren

her meets Chinese Foreign
Minister Qian Qichen to try to negoti-
ate through tense relations.

This is “the worst ime” for US.-
China relations since they were for-
mally established in 1979, says Chi-
pese Foreign Ministry spokesman
Shen Guofeng. “The basis is shaken.”

Relations soured in June, when
President Clinton, despite US. policy
recognizing Beijing as the “one Chi-

na,” granted on for rival Tai

wan's Lee to visit Cornell University.

China saw the decision as an in-
sult, violating agreements not to rec-
ognize Taiwan that were first signed
by the Nixon administration in 1872.

In retaliation, Beijing recalled its
ambassador to Washington and re-
fused to OK Washington’s choice for
US. ambassador in Beifing.

The government in China also ar-
rested Wu on charges of espionage.
Last week, Chinese officials released
a videotape they say shows Wu “con-
fessing” to falsifying BBC broadcasts
on China's prison camps.

Now, Chinese officials hint that
they will repair the relationship only
if Washington agrees to bar Lee per-
manently, something not likely in the
current political climate. -~ ~

“The most important thing is for
the US. government to correct their
mistakes,” Shen says, or else “the re-
lationship between the US. and Chi-
ns will be severely damaged.”

To US. diplomats, Wu's imprison-
ment shows indifference to human
rights. This is a particular embar-

rassment to the Clinton administra- *
tion, which last year rewarded Bei-

jing by unlinking China’s most
favored nation trade status from its
progress on human rights.

Amid the disputes between the
two world capitals, both are also in-
fluenced by domestic politics:

» China’s leaders jockey to suc-

& 2% ’

THE DIPLOMATS: Chinese Foreign Minister Qian Qichen and Secretary of

vu . Reuters

ey

State Warren Christopher meet today to try to repair strained U.S.-China tes.

ceed hard-line, 90-year-
old leader Deng Xiao-
ping and don't want to be
seen yielding to archen-
emy Taiwan.

» For U.S. officials,
policy is being formed
by the Senate, which, in
a.970 resolution, pres-
sured the White House
to admit Lee.

Administration offi-
clals are 30 unnerved by
congressional pressure
on China that Christo-
pher literally made a policy about-
face in midair on Monday.

: to reporters on his plane

-en route to Asia, Christopher said
.that even if Wu were still in jail, that

would not rule out a US.<China sum-
mit in October.

Officials on board, fearing Christo-
pher would appear soft on protecting
dissidents, urged him to “clarify” his

remarks.

-As the plane neared
the runway, reporters
were told to stay in their
seats. Christopher quick-
ly came out and made
another statement.

Christopher said he
now found a summit
meeting “very difficult
for me to envisage in
any circumstances if
"Harry Wu has not been
released.”

At today’'s meeting, he
says, Christopher will give Qian a civ-
ics lesson about the “power of Con-
gress in our relationship.”

Shen counters with a recollection
of a recent meeting with Tony Lake,
the US. national security adviser.

“Even If there are some pressures
from the Congress,” he says, “I re-

" member (Lake) saying foreign poli-

cy was decided by the president”

’




Christopher Treads Lightly on China Policy

Secretary of State Torn Between Placating Beijing and Satisfying U.S. Public Opinion

By Michael Dobbs
Washington Post Staff Writer

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN, Bru-
nei, July 31—The challenge facing
Secretary of State Warren Christo-
pher when he meets Chinese Foreign
Minister Qian Qichen on Tuesday boils
down to this: toﬁndawayofsoothmg
the h;lrt national pride of an emerging

economic superpower without being
accused of a sellout by the Repubbmn-
dominated Congress.

In the two months since relations
between Washington and Beifing took
a nose dive over the Clinton adminis-
tration’s decision to grant the presi-
dent of Taiwan a visa for a “private”
visit to his American alma mater, the
Chinese have made it clear that they
expect the Amerlcans to make
amends.

The United States has taken the po-
sition that it has nothing to apologize
for, while at the same time signaling it
afxious to avoid an all-out rift with a
country that is likely to hold the keyto
Asian security in the next century and
represents a huge potential market for
American products.

In Beijing today, Foreign Ministry
spokesman Shen Guofang said im-
proved ties with Washington would be

impossible without positive American
action to “ocorrect its mistake.” Healso

ist Harry Wu, who was arrested June
19 and has been charged with spying.
ﬂnU.S.demtbadnptTman—

particularly sensitive to soverelgnty
matters, and arwsedmaons in Bei-
jing that Washmgton was revising its

“one China” poticy. Rela- -

tions deteriorated still further this
month, following the arrest by China
of Wu, and Beijing’s holding of missile
tests in the vicinity of Taiwan.

U.S. officials hope that the Christo-
pher-Qian meeting in Brunei, where
both men are attending a conference
of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations, will halt the downward spiral
in U.S.-Chinese relations. They ac-
knowledge that the outcome of the
meeting is uncertain and the stakes
are high. If Beijing fails to respond
within the next few weeks to the
American peace offering, including a
personal letter from President Clinton
to Chinese President Jiang Zemin,
then U.S.-Chinese relations could be
effectively frozen for the rest of the
Clinton presidency.

In an attempt to persuade the Chi-
nese to let bygones be bygones, U.S.
officials are holding out the prospect of
a Clinton-Jiang summit in the United
States this fall. On the other hand, the
Clinton administration is refusing to
give in to Beijing’s demand to provide a
formal guarantee that there will be no
more “private” vigits by Taiwanese
leaders to the United States.

“We don’t intend to grovel,” said a

asthcymldlikemtoplt’snotm
a metter of the U.S. unilaterally fixing
the :ituation. Both sides have to make
an effort.” o
However, China has given bittle sign
of making conciliatory gestures. Chris-
topher has the misfortune of meeting
Qian on the anniversary of the foun-
ding of the People’s Liberation Army,
usually an occasion for tough talk and
saber-rattling. In Beifing today, De-
fense Minister Chi Haotian refused to
renounce the option of using military
force against Taiwan. In 2 warning to
the United States, Chi said the military
“will not sit idle and let it go un-
checked if foreign forces meddle in
China’s internal affairs to effect an ‘in-
dependent Taiwan’ or if the Taiwan

authorities are bent on splitting Chi-
na.”

One potentially explosive incident
appeared to be defused this week
when Taiwan's Lee indicated that he
wwldbetoolmsymTammtoattend
a Sep(ember meeting in Alaska to

ton between placating the Chinese
and satisfying the demands of domestic
public opinion in the United States. A
revealing mndent took place on the
plane carrying his party to Brunei,
whmhemhemﬂlmhsts

a Clinton- -Jiang meeting if Wu re-
mained in prison in Chma Annous to

wtsuduapom’hﬁty He said only that
Wu's detention would be one of sever-
al “factors” that would be taken into
consideration in deciding whether to

» hold such a meeting, which would take

place following an already scheduled
visit by Jiang to the United Nations.

An hour later, when aides realized
that Christopher’s cautious formulation
could generate politically damaging
headlines about abandoning Wu, the
secretary reappeared in the press sec-
tion of the plane. Clarifying his earlier
statement, he told the pumhsts that
it was “difficult to imagine” that Jiang
would meet with Clinton at a time
when Wu was still incarcerated. -

When Christopher meets with Qian
Tuesday, he will have the problem of
exphmmg away the Clinton adminis-
tration’s earlier opposition to permit-
ting the Taiwanese leader to visit Cor-
nell University. After meeting with l
Christopher in May, Qian assured the '
Chinese Politburo that the United
States would not grant Lee a visa, only
tolookfoohshafewdayslaterwhen
Washington did so.

Speaking with journalists on board
the plane to Brunei, Christopher said
he had attempted to explain to Qian
the complexities of the American sys-
tem of government, and the ability of

: Cmgmtoovemdeptwdenmlve-

toes in some cases. He said he had
tnedtoslgmlthe"verystrongoon-'
gressional attitudes” in favor of per--
mitting the Taiwanese leader in the -
country, but conceded that he might
not have been “articulate enough” in -
getting the message across.

*1 think it is a lot more useful to Jook
forward than to look back,” Christo-
pher added.

" Corvespondent Steven Mufson

contributed lo this report from
Beifing.
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Beijing Sees U.S. Moves

" As Plot to Thwart China

By SETH FAISON

BE1JING, July 31 — Many senior
members of China’s military and
political establishment have come to
believe in recen{ months that the
United States is actively conspiring
to undermine China politically, eco-
nomically and militarily, Chinese of-
ficials and Western experts say.

In this view, ominous signs are
everywhere: The United States is
trying to split Taiwan from the
mainland, it is blocking China's en-
try into the World Trade Organiza-
tion, and it is sending spies like the
American human rights advocate
Harry Wu to collect evidence in or-
der to fabricate stories about Chi-
na's penal system.

As Secretary of State Warren
Christopher prepares to meet For-
eign Minister Qian Qichen of China
Tuesday in the sultanate of Brunei,
Chinese-American relations are at
their worst since the 1889 massacre
in Beijing. Although concessions are
possible at the meeting, as are polite
promises to be nicer to each other in
the future, it will be as hard 1o allay
Chinese fears as it will be to make
Americans forget about human
rights.

The inflexible view that has taken
hold in Beijing leaves no easy an-
swers for the Clinton Administra-
tion, still struggling to come up with
a China policy: Efforts to engage
China have arguably achieved little,
while threatening diplomatic sanc-
tions would only jsolate it more.

With Chinese Communist Party
leadership in a precarious state of
transition as Deng Xiaoping, the par-
amount leader, nears death, ana-
lysts believe that President Jiang
Zemin is unlikely to take any bold
gestures necessary to achieve a
breakthrough. Several military offi-
cers, a Chinese official said, com-
plained recently that Mr. Jiang had
responded too slowly to the Ameri-
can decision to aliow President Lee
Tung-hui 6f Taiwan to visit the Unit-
ed States in June.

To military officers, the Chinese
official said, the United States is a
wily and deceitful enemy that re-.
vealed its true nature when it ap-
proved Mr. Lee's visit, after promis-
ing it would not do so.

To this way of thinking, the United
States has pretended for years to
support China's aim of reunifying
Taiwan with the mainland, but has
now bared its true intention to help
keep them apart by aiding Mr. Lee,
whom the Chinese now accuse of
secretly planning to declare inde-
pendence for Taiwan.

*On Taiwan, there will be no con-
cessions,” a senior Foreign Ministry
official said. *This is part of our
national territory. It is like the
American Civil War, when the U.S.
Government took a very $trong posi-
tion against the British decision to
sell arms to the South.”

If this comparison sounds
strained, it may be because the Chi-
nese civil war ended 46 years ago.
But the Chinese Defense Minister,
Chi Haotian, reiterated today that
China could use force to “‘settle the
Taiwan jssue,’’ and criticized ‘‘for-
eign forces’ attempts o interfere in
China’'s internal affairs.” '

John W. Lewis, a professor at
Stanford University, said he learned
in recent meetings with Chinese mil-
ftary leaders in Beijing that they
have ordered a comprehensive re-
view of China's long dormant mili-
tary contingency plans aimed at pre-
venting Taiwan from declaring its
independence.

“No one wants'to go down this |

path,” Mr. Lewis said. *‘But the Unit-
ed States is forcing them to consider
for the first time in decades develop-
ing contingency plans for a possible
crisis that not only involves Tai-
wan’'s independence but United
States intervention in the relation-
ship between Taiwan and the main-
land.”

David Shambaugh, professor of
Chinese politics at the University of
London, said the emerging hard-line
view hangs on four points: The Unit-
ed States is trying to divide China
territorially, subvert it politically,
contain it strategically and frustrate
it economically.

“This consensus is nmow shared
across the spectrum,’ said Mr.
Shambaugh, who added that he was
surprised by the uniformity of views
he found in meetings with officials
and scholars in Beijing last week.
“The military has the decisive

- voice.”

This view has not been articulated
publicly. Yet it was hinted at in a

. series of unusually vitriolic official

From trade to
Taiwan, China
"feels under assault.

People’s Daily commentaries, which
are typically issued after an internal
consensus has been reached, and
which this time accused the United
States of colluding with President
Lee to work toward a declaration of
independence.

“Lee Tung-hui, in an attempt to
win the support of the United States
for his proposition on the independ-
ence of Taiwan, had done his utmost
to drive a wedge in Chinese-Ameri-
can relations, and thus made himself
a willing card in the hands of the
United States,” one commentary
said. “In the United States there are
indéed some people who always fol-
low a policy of opposing and splitting
China."”

The senior Foreign Ministry offi-
cial said that ‘‘we have received
many views'' from Chinese officials
who see the United States as trying
to underming China.

I it seems obvious to anyone in
Washington that the Clinton Admin-
istration has no coordinated China
policy, Mr. Shambaugh added, Chi-
na’'s military sees a clear plan.

“They now see a broad-gauged
attack on China,"” Mr. Shambaugh
said. “They're prepared to hunker
down and resist the assault, and they
frequently compare it with the
1850's, when Mao called the United
States its principal enemy.”
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PM Congress-Harry Wu,b650
Senate Seeks Boycott of Women's Conference
Eds: Prenoon EDT lead expected
With PM-US-China Bjt, By JIM ABRAMS= Agsociated Press Writer=

WASHINGTON (AP) The Senate is putting pressure on the State Department to
boycott a U.N. women's conference to be held in Beijing if China continues to
detain Chinese-American human rights activist Harry Wwu.

A measure proposed by Majority Leader Bob Dole, R-Kan., and expected to
come to a vote today would withhold half of the State Department's funds for
international conferences, $3.5 million, if money is spent on the Beijing
conference while Wu is still being held.

Dole offered his amendment to a bill to abolish three major agencies and
carry out other sweeping reforms of the State Department. The Senate also
planned to vote on cutting off debate and setting a time for final action on
the legislation.

Sen. Olympia Snowe, R-Maine, said she supported many of the goals of the
Beijing conference but backed the Dole measure because it's wrong ~“to hold a
conference in a country who has violated in the worst way the human rights of
an American citizen. And I think we have to stand up and be counted.''

Secretary of State Warren Christopher has said a delegation should
participate in the September conference. But the administration has put off a
decision on whether first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton will attend.

Christopher said Monday that with the continued detention of Wu, it was
“*very difficult for me to envision any circumstances'' where President
Clinton would agree to meet Chinese President Jiang Zemin when both leaders
are in New York in October for ceremonies marking the 50th anniversary of the
United Nations.

Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., said the Beijing conference was an opportunity
to make U.S. positions on human rights clear to the world, and a boycott would
be ““very shortsighted'' because it ~“willfully deprives us of our own voice
in the international arena.''

Wu, 58, who spent 19 years in the Chinese prison system before emigrating
to the United States, has been a leader in exposing China's exports of
prison-made goods and other abuses in labor camps. He was arrested upon
entering China on June 19 and charged with trafficking in state secrets.

The Dole amendment led off debate on the plan, introduced by Sen. Jesse
Helms, R-N.C., to reshape the State Department by eliminating three agencies,
cutting personnel by 10,000 and stressing American interests.

Clinton has declared the bill "“dangerous and shortsighted'' and promised
to veto it.

It would abolish the U.S. Information Agency, the Agency for International
Development and the Arms Control and Disarmament Agency, folding their
functions in the State Department.

The bill also would eliminate more than 25 senior-level bureaucratic
positions while setting up an America Desk in the secretary's office to
promote U.S. commercial interests abroad.

It reduces funding for U.N. peacekeeping operations and requires the
president to report to Congress 15 days before the United States casts a vote
in the U.N. Security Council relating to peacekeeping. And, in another measure
aimed at China, it expands the definition of political persecution to include
people forced to have an abortion or undergo sterilization under a state
population-control program.

The House has already passed similar legislation to revamp the State
Department and cut foreign aid. The Senate is covering foreign aid in a
separate bill.

The amendment on the women's conference also included language, inserted
by Helms and passed Monday by 94-2, to withhold $10 million in payments to the
United Nations if the secretary of state does not report to Congress the names
of U.N. diplomats and missions with overdue debts to American businesses and
individuals.

The Washington Times reported Monday that U.N. diplomats and missions owe
more than $9 million to U.S. banks, landlords, hotels and other merchants in

New York City.

*ok ko filed by:APE-(--) on 08/01/95 at 02:48EDT ww&x*
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China unveils video of Wu

By Ben Barber

THE WASHINGTON TIMES A‘ )

Two days before Secretary of
State Warren Christopher heads
for Asia on a fence-mending trip,
China yesterday released a video-
tape that purports to show human
rights activist Harry Wu confess-
ing that he falsified news reports
on slave labor.

State Department officials were !

studying the tape and would not
predict whether it would lead to an
early release of Mr. Wu or to his
conviction on clarges of espi-
onage.

“We have not established the va-
lidity of these tapes, said State
Department spokesman Nicholas
Burns. “If they are valid, 1 think
everybody understands the condi-

tions under which such tapes are
made.

“Harry Wu has been a tireless
advocate of human rights ... and

therefore we would look at such ,

tapes with a great deal of skepti-
cism”

Mr. Burns sgid Mr. Wu's deten-
tion would remain high on the
agenda in talks in Brungi next
week between Mr. Christopher and
Chinese Foreign Minister Qian Qi-
chen.

“It is certainly an issue in U.S.-
China relations and will remain an
isste until Mr. Wu is returned
safely to his home in California”

Christopher gets
ready for Asia trip

Mr. Burns said.

The widening furor over Mr
Wu, who has strong support on
Capitol Hill, comes as U.S. rela-
tions with the world's most pop-
ulous nation have plunged to the
lowest point in many years.

China is furious over the recent
USS. visit by the president of Tai-
wan, which China considers a
breakaway province; by jet sales
to Taiwan; and by U.S. complaints
over human rights in China and
Tibet.

The United States is rattled by
China's nuclear and missile sales
to Iran and Pakistan, its aggres-
sive trade policies, and its military
moves into the Spratly Islands in
the South China Sea.

see CHINA, page A15

‘confession’ |

From page Al

The videotapes, which were
sold for $3,000 to the news media,
show Mr. Wu being interrogated
by police officials. He appears un-
aware of a television camera
placed high on a wall facing him.

The grainy black-and-white
footage of “See the Lies of Wu
Hongda,” a title that uses Mr. Wu's
Chinese name, provides one of the
first glimpses of the activist since
he was detained June 19.

Mr. Wu, S8, sits in an armchair,
his head bowed, hands nervously
clasping and unfolding. Two police
officers sit in front of him, and two
others flank him.

The tape shows Mr Wu admit-
ting there were unspecified errors
in his news reports on slave labor
and the sale of human organs from
executed prisoners in China. In
the tape, Mr. Wu says the British
Broadcasting Corp. is responsible
for the errors.

“In the tape released by the Chi-
nese, Harry Wu is clearly under
duress during hostile cross-
examination,” the BBC said in a
statement released yesterday.
“The BBC stands by the reports.”

The official Xinhua news agen-
cy said that when police ques-
tioned Mr. Wu, “he confessed to
having deliberately falsified the
facts on the two videotapes.”

“The contents of the two video-

tapes, falsely accusing China of

Zhe Washington Times

' FRIDAY, JULY 28, 1995

AP

Human rights activist Harry Wu Is shown being interrogated in a newly
released videotape, which was sold for $3,000 to the news media.

exporting products made by pris-
oners and transplanting and sell-
ing the organs of capital prisoners,
were ‘wrong’ and ‘untrue, admit-
ted American Wu Hongda, who
cooked up the tapes together with
BBC correspondent Susan [Lloyd-
JRoberts,” Xinhua said.

A US. official said: “We have no
idea if the tape is authentic. If it
was made by the captors, it would
be coerced.”

He also said such a confession
was an example of a “particularly
odious method used around the
world by communists” — forcing

prisoners to make confessions in
public show trials. i
Supporters of Mr. Wy, who lives
in Milpitas, Calif., denounced the
Xinhua report. “They're clearly

using their entire roptfmda ap-
paratus,” said Jenp Fiedier, direc-
tor of the Laogai Research Foun-

-dation.

Mr. Wu is executive director of
the foundation, which researches

“I think everybody
understands the
conditions under
which such tapes are
made.”’

— Nicholas Burns
State Department spokesman

the Chinese gulag, known as the
Laogai, and is a research fellow at
the Hoover Institution at Stanford
University.

“He is under their control. I
don't believe he's under his free
will to speak,” said Barry Chang,
founder and chairman of Silicon
Valley for Democracy .in China, !
which has been seeking Mr. Wu's'
release.

® This article is based in part on
wire service reports.
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China Says Detained American Rights Advocate Admits Falsifying TV Documentaries

By SETH FAISON

BEIJING, July 27 — China said
today that Harry Wu, the American
citizen being held here on charges of
spying, had confessed to deliberately
falsifying information. in two docu-
mentaries he helped prepare last
year on China’'s penal system.

But a vidcotape sold here today by
a Chinese'company, showing Mr. Wu
being interrogated under Intimidat-
Ing circumstances, failed to fully
back up the Chinese Government's
allegations.

In the 15-minute tape, the first
public glimpse of Mr. Wu since he
was apprehended in June, he looks
tired and unshaven but healthy. Sit-
ting in an armchair, surrounded
closely by four police officers, he
appears to speak frecly as he an-
swers questions, although at times
he also seems cxasperated at their
repetitive nature.

Mr. Wu, 58, who earned the ire of
the Chinese Government by publiciz-
ing abuses in its prison system, was
apprehended when he tried to enter
China from Kazakhstan on June 19.
Mr. Wu is well known among Wash-
ington politiclans and Western hu-
man rights groups and his arrest has
aggravated Sino-American rela-

tions, which were alrcady under
great strain. Instead of turning Mr.
Wu away at the border, Chinese au-
thorities detained him and charged
him with spying and stealing state
secrels.

* In an odd combination of old-style
Communist methods and modern
merchandising, the Chinesc offered
the videotape of the purported con-
fession to Western news organiza-
tions for sale only. Initially, the
state-affiliated China Intercontinen-
tal Communications Center demand-
ed $50,000 per copy but after finding
no takers they sold the tape to some
Western jelevision news agencies for
$3,000 a copy.

The tape is titled ‘““Just See the

Lies of Wu Hongda,”” Mr. Wu's Chi-

nese name. The questions and an--

swers are In Chinese, with English
subtitles.

A dispatch today by the New China
News Agency accused ‘Mr. Wu of
Intentionally providing false infor-
mation for two documentaries he
helped prepare for the British
Broadcasting Corporation with a
British reporter and producer, Sue
Lloyd Roberts — one on the export of
Chinese prison labor and another on
the sale of human organs from the

bodies of prisoners who had been
executed.

"“"When he was questioned by the
police, he conlessed to having delib-
erately falsificed the facts on the two
videotapes,” the news agency re-

. ported.

However, in the Chinese videotape
that was released today, Mr. Wu is
secn blaming the BBC for using in-
correct information in the documen-
taries, but not actually admitting
any wrongdoing himself, except for
lying about his identity when he
posed as a buyer of human organs.

Mr. Wu, who once. described him-
self as an expert at handling Chinese
interrogations after serving 19 years
as a political prisoner here, seems to
adopt a tone of admission during the
questioning, and concedes on several

occasions that the documentaries

were incorrect, without acknowledg-
ing any crime himself.

When asked directly whether he
supplied data for the documentaries,
Mr. Wu changes the subject with
what sounds like an admisston —
“‘the whole situation was wrong,” —
but actually shifts responsibility to
the BBC.

“Who edited the commentary?"
the policeman asks.

Beijing provides a
videotape, but it does
not prove the
charges.

*The BBC,"” M.. Wu replies.

Does the report have ‘any founda-
tion,” the interrogator asks.

“I've said it's wrong,” Mr. Wu
says.

At no time during the videotape
does Mr. Wu admit to spying or
stealing state secrets, the most seri-
ous charges against him.

The New China News Agency in-
sisted that many items in the BBC
documentaries — from the availabil-
ity of goods made by prison labor to
the ease with which foreigners can
buy human organs in Chinese hospi-
tals — were inaccurate.

A spokesman for the BBC in Lon-
don said the news organization stood
by its programs, but was reviewing
the charges made by the Chinese

. and was planning to issue a point-by-

point rebuttal.

One point of contention has been
videotaped scenes ol surgery that
appeared in the documentary alleg-
ing salc of prisoners’ organs. Al-
though the voice-over discussed the
purported sale of kidneys, the opera-
tion depicted was apparently hearl
surgery.

Ms. Lloyd-Roberts, who produced
the documentary on a free-lance ba-
sis for the BBC, sald in a recent
interview that while hospitat offi-
cials had claimed they were present-
ing a kidney operation for filming
she had been suspicious, and that the
documentary never directly asserts
that viewers are seeing a kidney
transplant. .

After the documentary aired,
some stafl members at the BBC in
London questioned whether viewers
had been misled by the scenes, ac-
cording to a BBC producer who
spoke on condition of anonymity.

The Chinese videotape released to-
day includes an interview with Chen
Zuxun, 65, described as the patient
whose heart operation was shown in
the documentary, and who bares his
chest to show the scar.

In recent interviews, both Ms.
Lloyd-Roberts and the BBC said that
Mr. Wu had had nothing to do with

the decislon to air the disputed
scencs. ‘1 found him meticulous in
his approach to the investigation,”
Ms. Lloyd-Roberts said.

American television networks in-
cluding NBC News, ABC News, CBS
News and CNN sald they had ob-
tained the Chinese videotape of the
interrogation from one of two Lon-
don-based services, Worldwide Tele-
vision News and Reuters Television,
both of which had purchased ‘it in
Beijing. A spokesman for CNN in
Atlanta said the network had also
purchased a copy- .

Some wire services and newspa-
pers, including The New York
Times, viewed coples that had been
obtained by the television agencies.

A United States official said Mr.
Wu had been visited only once by a
consular official, on July 10. The
oflicial is not due for another visit
until next month. The United States
has not been informed of the
progress of the investigation into Mr.
Wu's case, the official said.

The New China News Agency also
accused Mr. Wu of a host of new
charges, including embezziement,’
swindling, and **seducing to rape girl
students’’ when he was a universily
instructor.
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China Claims  American Confessed

Videqtape Shows Wi Interrogated About Allegations

By Steven Mufson
Waskington Post Fareign Service

. BEUJING, July 27—China released a vid-
eotape of Harry Wu today that it says shows
confessing to fabricating allegations about
prison labor and the sale of argans of execut-
ed prisoners far transplant. :
The 13-minute videotape shows excerpts

English subtitles; other parts of the video
have voice-over narration.

At one point, the narrator declares that
“our interviews with interested parties and
judicial departments ... indicate that the
[BBC] tapes were deliberately falsified.”

The videotape is the first glimpse of the
58-year-old Wu since his detention June 19
when he tried to cross into China from Ka-
zakhstan. On July 8, he was charged with
spying, theft of state secrets and “sneaking”
into the country. His arrest dealt another
blow to U.S.-China relations, which have de-
teriorated rapidly in recent months over a
pumber of issues.

The U.S. State Department has said Wu
carried a valid passport and visa and has de-
manded his release. State Department

.-“Harry Wu has been a tireless ad-
vocate of human rights,” Burns said.
“He has spoken very clearly under
adverse circumstances about human
rights problems in China. And there-
fore we would look at such tapes
with a great deal of skepticism.”

. Jeff Fiedler, a union official who
sits on the board of Wu's Laogai
Foundation, which promotes Wu’s
work, said in a telephone interview
that the video made no dent in the
substance of Wu's allegations. “Harry
has identified 1,100 labar camps, and
they don't say anything about that.
He bas named six companies in the
United States for importing prison la-
bor products, and none has ever sued
him for Libel or even threatened to,”
Fiedler said.

The Chinese-born Wu, who spent
19 years in Chinese labor camps for
the Soviet invasion of Hungary, emi-
grated to the United States in 1985
and later became an American citizen.
He has traveled back to China several
times to expose conditions in what he
calls “the Chinese gulag” and he has
frequently testified before Congress
about Chinese prison labor products
and prison conditions. Follow-up in-
vestigations by the U.S. Customs Ser-
vice have led to import bans on cer-
tain Chinese goods.

- The videotape released today
;t;ws him being formally charged on

prisoners; Wu said they were the
graves of ordinary people. .
“It’s not prison labor. It shouldn't
be like that. , . . She is wrong. I don't
know what her basis was,” Wu said at
point, in reference to Susan
Lloyd-Roberts; the producer of the
BBC programs. In London, Lioyd-
Roberts said, “We stand
by the story,” according to Renter.
Fiedler said the video focused on
editorial disputes between Wu and
Lloyd-Roberts and on one error Fied-
ler says that Lloyd-Roberts made by
misidentifyi finary grave sites s
those of executed prisoners.
Fiedler added that the videotape
fails to refute charges about the har-
vesting of organs from executed pris-
oners. The Chinese government has
acknowledged using the organs of ex-

]

ecuted prisoners for transplants but
says that it first obtains permission
from the inmates.

The video released today showed
tors and a patient from a hospital Wu
visited with Lloyd-Roberts while help-
ing the television producer research
the alleged sale of organs. The hospi- |
tal staff described how Wu concealed

- his identity by saying he was from

Tuscaloosa University in Alabama
and presenting a phony letter about a
sick uncle who needed a kidney trans-

plant.

Wau is then shown in his interroga-
tion saying that the story about his
uncle wasn't true. Wu has said before
that he used ruses to gain entry to

“None of the doctors told me the

"kidneys were from condemned pris-

oners. All said they were from pa-
tients of brain death,” Wu said.

Fiedler noted that Wu never said
that the information about harvesting
of prisoners’ organs had come from
the doctors. He cited information
from patients,

snippets of longer interrogations. *I

trust everyone is looking at this with

a fairly jaundiced eye,” he added.
Wu's admission that he deceived

disguised himself as a Chinese police-
man to enter areas closed to foreigny
ers and filmed from a hidden camera.

The Chinese videotape also alleged
that before emigrating, Wu had been
convicted of embezziement, plotting
to illegally cross the national border
and seducing students.

FOR MORE INFORMATION <5
To read a Post profile of Wu's
campaign, see Digital Ink, The
Post’s ondine service. To learn
about Digital Ink, call
1-800-510-5104, ext. 3000,
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RED CHINESE TAPE

Beijing Bureaucracy Seen Impeding Women’s Conclave

By Steven Mufson
Wastungton Post Foreign Service

BEIJING
rganizations planning to attend a U.N.
o conference on women and a paralle] gathering
for private women'’s groups here say they are
being hampered by bureancratic obstacles and the
Beijing government’s tardy preparation for the events.

The Fourth U.N. World Conference on Women and the
collateral Non-Governmental Forum on Women are
scheduled for late August through mid-September, but
Beijing officials are still constructing a rudimentary site for
the forum, wading through 34,000 visa applications and
laying out ground rules that include restrictions on video

equipment and printed materials that participants
bring into the country. :

With time running out, many groups fear China’s
Communist leadership is using bureaucratic stalling tactics
to limit attendance at the forum, particularly by women
critical of China’s human rights record or otherwise
viewed as “hostile” to the Beijing government.

That would belie a commitment to unrestricted forum
attendance the government was said to have made when
U.N. officials acquiesced in its decision to move the
meeting from central Beijing—near the site of the U.N.
conference—to Huairou, a sleepy former garrison town
about 35 miles and an hour’s drive from the capital. Just
today, the Chinese committee organizing the events
acknowledged at a news conference that the Huairou site
will accommodate less than a third of the people who have
applied to attend the Forum.

The committee also said it had begun only this week to
mail out hote! confirmation letters to forum
delegates—letters the government requires before it will
approve visa applications. Even with the best of intentians,
it would be a massive bureaucratic task for China to get all

_ See BELJING,A30, Col 3

! BEIJING, From A29

36,000 letters out in time for appli-
cants to obtain visas. “We're going
through them one by one,” a commit-
tee spokesman said.

Initially, the only requirement for
those wishing to take part in the non-
governmental meeting was to regis-
ter with forum organizers in New
York; now, diplomats here say they
» have been swamped by procedural
complaints and visa queries from
wot;ld-be delegates. “Right now, I am
in bureaucratic hell trying to figure
out if I will have a visa,” said a Chica-
g0 woman here who hopes to attend
the meeting.

Last Friday, a U.N. agency in Ge-
neva rejected accreditation to the offi-
cial UN. conference for 11 groups
whose attendance was opposed pri-
marily by China and Iran. These and
other groups are now waiting to see if
| they are granted visas to attend the
. forum in accordance with China's

attend the UN. conference, a dec-

sion her office says she is still con-
templating. If she does not attend, the

‘U.S. government delegation will be s
led by U.N. Ambassador Madeleine

K. Albright.

“It’s been clear all along that
there’s been an effort to deny some
groups participation” in the official
U.N. conference, said Susana Fried of
the Center for Women'’s Global Lead-
ership, an organization based at Rut-
gers University in New Jersey. How-

" - ever, with confirmation letters still in

the mail, Fried said the jury is still out
on visas for delegates to the women's
Forum. “It's extremely difficult to
know if it’s the slowness of the bu-
reaucracy or if there’s a more deliber-
ate strategy to reduce participation.”
The visa controversy is only the
Iatest to plague the events. In March
1992, the United Nations agreed to
haold its official conclave in Beijing,
and China agreed at the same time to
sccommodate an estimated 20,000
delegates to an ancillary, unofficial
gathering at a 3 downtown stadium.
But apparently fearing that it
would be unable to control demon-
strations by crowds of foreign women
in the capital, the government abrupt-
ly declared earlier this year that the
stadium had structural defects and
snnounced that the forum would be
moved to suburban Haairou,
been spurred in part by memoaries of a
1989 visit here by Soviet Jeader Mik-
hail Gorbachev, who arrived with a
large number of journalists in the
midst of the epic student-ded democ-
racy demonstrations in Tiananmen

-dations at Huairou for the 36,000
people who had registered to attend.
At their news conference today,
members of the Chinese organizing

prises 75 small rooms and' 80 tents
for seminars; a large hall in a convert-
ed movie theater that holds 1,500
people; a pavilion without walls that
can hold 2,000; and seven shopping
centers. At most, these facilities can

accommodate about 10,000 people at
any one time, said Wan Siquan, depy-
ty secretary general of the commit-
tee. The rest of the participants, he
said, would have an opportunity to do
some sightseeing on government-run
tours or view “cultural shows.”

Forum participants will be linked to
the U.N. conference in Beijing by
phone, closed-circuit television and
There will be hotel space for 10,000
people in Huairou; the rest will be
bused there daily from Beijing.

When the conclave was conceived,
women’s groups had lobbied for a
meeting site close to the official U.N.
assemblage in hopes of influencing
the official conference’s final declara-
tion. They also had sought 2 venue
that included a meeting hall large
enough to accommodate at Jeast
10,000 delegates; both requirements
were satisfied by the Beijing stadium,
they said. '

Meanwhile, forum organizers in
New York bave declared themselves
satisfied with the Huairou arrange-
ments so far. Irene Santiago, execu-
tive director of the sponsoring group,
s2id Huairou ‘“has been transformed
into a site that the . . . forum can real-
Iy use.” She added that the Chinese
have promised to provide forum par-.
ticipants with buses every 20 minutes
from botels in Beifing to Huairou and
back, but European diplomats here
have calcolated that it would take
hours or even days to transport
20,000 people by shuttle buses along
the two-lane road.

Patricia Renge! of Amnesty Inter-
national USA here agreed that the jo-
gistics seemed unmanageble. Shifting
the site to Huairou clearly a step
to distance (the Forum| from the gov-
ernment conference,” she said.

Staff writer William Branigin in
Washington contributed to this
report.
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ite House dilemma

Hlllary unsure she should lead delegatlon to China

By The Associated Prm

WASHINGTON — For monlhs Hi“ary'

Rodham Clinton has had her fingers crossed,

hoping U.S.-Chinese relations would be

smooth enougb for bher to attend an interna-
tional womnen's conference in Beijing this fall.

She’s not packing her bags just yet. _

Aruid escalating tensions between Washing-
ton and Beijing, the first lady and others are
debating whether her attendance at the mas-
stve UN. conference would advance worten’s
interests at the expense of hwnap rights.

Many in the State Department and White
House say privately it would send the wrong
signal for Mrs. Clinton to lead the U.S. delega-
tion, offering China a reward of sorts for im-
proper behavior mclllhngthddenﬁonof bu-
man rights activist Harry Wa. |

“There shouldn® be any argument nbout'.
it," said one administration official, who

spokeoncondihonofanouynnty

Otheﬁsay the fssue is far from c!earcut"i._
fourth World Conference on Women dimmed

In fact, some believe the best way to advance

human rights would betosend a strong us.
. got worse with the detenbou of Wu, a Chinese-

delegation. - -, -

“These are ﬁsuathat tear al indlviduals "

said a second administration official “Right

at the Wlnte Home there are a lot of diverg-
Ing views.” !
- M. Clinton makcs no secret of the fact
thal she would love to go.

Brutsed i last year’s health-care wars, 1he

 bas pulled back from domestic policy-making -
" this year and offered berself as an interna- -

\ional advocate for women. An appearance in

Beijing would build on ber partictpation earli- -
er this year in an internatiomal poverty con- .

ference in Copenhagen and ber five-nation
tour of South Asia this spring. .

Aides say the first lady bopes lhe confer-
ence jiself can be separaled from its location

" — as thosgh she's not really visiting China,
_.-jnslattmdmaUN eveutthathappenstobw_:

,takmg place there. -
. That argument doen't work for many with- -
’ In the administration, but officials wary of
dictating to the first lady are hopeful Mrs.
Clinton will reach that conclusion on her own.
Chances of Mrs. Clinton sttending the .

1ast month after rocky U.S.-Chinese relations .
born American.

_ The While House says no decxswu has been-

made on whether Mrs. Clinton will attend.
- But privately, officials doubt Mrs. Clinten,

wha is honorary chairweman of the U.S. dele- |
gation, will attend the Sept. 4 is con.lerence H

wnless Wu is released.
Heman rights advocates have dmerenl
ideas on kow best to advance their cause: boy-

cott the conference altogether, send a limited _
delegation, have Mrs. Clinton Yead the charge. -

“Mrs. Clinton wonld provide the Chinese .
govermment a major propaganda opportunity
. that they should oot be given,” said Mike Jen- - §
_ drzejczyk, Washington director of Human

Rights Watch-Asia. His group thinks the Unit-
ed States should parudpate. but thh a lower-
woﬁle delegation. -
Wuswﬂe.ChngLeeWu,sayshmldbe
" wrong to send any US. delegation while ber
“husband is in

wants “the most competent and informed del-

egation possible,” without saying whethef i

that should inclede Mrs. Clintoa. ..

‘Looming over the debate are Repnblican
" threats to withdraw. fina.nung for the u. S. del-
- egation altogether.

_Rep. Chris Smith, R-NJ dmrmaa of the
Bouse ‘International Rehllons Committee’s

International -

i NAW&Hmudynlam_ ﬁ
"__Rodhlmcamonhopestohadu.s dety
_ogatlon to U. N. eonferoneoonwmn. ‘,L_-.

panelonhmmnrlgﬂs.ispmhhgleglslaum
toscupthedelegatbnmlcmmreleasu
Wu and eases conference restrictions.

The conservative Concerned: Wornen, lq;:' -

America, already unbappy with what it sees
a9 a Femninist tilt to the likely delegation, says
simply, “China & is not the phee for I:Ins confer-
ence to happen

- “We don't beheve lhat a delegatum should
go at all,” said CWA’S Pemny Young. =~ '

ﬁyFrankLombardn
Knight-Fidder News Service -
EW YORK ~ Onthat :
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U.N. tries to avert discord on women

Talks set to fix
Beijing agenda

By George Archibald

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

U.N. organizers of an interna-
tional women’s conference in Bei-
jing are holding an advance meet-
ing next week to try to head off a
fight over disputed portions of a
draft “Platform for Action” the
head of the parley said yesterday.

Gertrude Mongella, secretary-
general for the Fourth World Con-
ference on Women, told reporters
that countries participating in the
conference will reach advance
“understandings” on disputed pro-
visions ranging from total
equality for women in the work-

place to government action on-

birth control, abortion and sex-
ually transmitted diseases.

The weeklong advance meeting
will start Monday in New York.
The women’s conference in Bei-
Jing is set for Sept. 4-15.

The U.N. decision to get advance
agreements brought a cry of foul
from Mercedes Arzu Wilson, a
delegate from Guatemala, who
shares many of the Vatican's views
on platform references concern-
ing farﬂily, motherhood and sex-
uality that feminist-groups oppose.

“They're not supposed to have
these meetings. They've changed
the rules,” Mrs. Wilson said yester-
day. “Poor-country delegates can-
not afford to attend. They [U.N. of-

. ficials)} say they can use their U.N.

" delegation in New York, but they

do not know the document... . . This
is a way for the larger developed
countries and the World Bank to
get their way and force the Third
World countries to go along with
their agenda.”

“In the United Nations, govern-
ments do negotiate,” Mrs. Mon-

Gertrlidé Mongella, United Nations secretary-general for the women's

» A

PhobbyBoﬂV.Gahnmnwmum

conferencerin Beijing, speaks at the National Press Club yesterday.

gella said at a National P1.283 Club
briefing. “We do get gu.:tlemen's
agreement and we do get gentle-
women'’s agreement. When we say
an agreement will be reached, lan-
guage in the document will still be
bracketed, but when we get to Bei-
jing alot of understandings will be
reached.”

About one-third of the 121-page
draft platform covering economic,

: employment, health and social is-

sues — including whole sections
dealing with a disputed “gender
perspective” that has raised the
specter of U.N.-sanctioned “omni-
sexuality” worldwide- — is under
dispute.

Feminist groups — led by for-
mer Congresswoman Bella Abzug,
who now heads the Women's Envi-
ronment and Development Orga-
nization — have opposed adding
references to “family”’ “mother-
hood"” and “father;” and to a defini-

tion of “gender” that makes clear -

the term “refers to woman and
man as the two sexes of the human

being!

Traditional women's groups, led
by the Holy See, the Vatican’s ob-
server delegate to the United Na-
tions, and Muslim nations oppose
sections that exfol government-
supported programs to replace the
primary family roles of fathers
and mothers, spread artificial
birth-control methods and support
sterilization programs.

Mrs. Mongella, .a Tanzanian,
said the aim of the conference is to
“put us {women] in the decision-
making and maybe we will fix up
the mess men have put us in.”

Mrs. Mongella praised China’s
cooperation during conference
preparations and rejécted sugges-
tions that Beijing was the wrong
location for the parley because of
China’s poor human-rights record
and the arrest of American human
rights activist Harry Wu.

“As much as the issues of China
are important, they cannot replace
the importance of the agenda for
women,” she said. “Women are

. posed to be protected” she said.},

. to prevent accreditation and visas

very far from being equal” .
. Women in many countries still '
“cannot inherit property. ... Peo-!
ple are still raped, battered in their:
own homes where they are sup-'

“There is a need of dialogue and.
negotiation. [Women] must par-,
ticipate in decision-making. That'
will make a big difference.” !
The conference secretary-.
general said she was concerned:
that the United States might back
out of the conference because of
deteriorating U.S.-Chinese rela-
tions and congressional action
prompted by the imprisonment of .
Mr. Wu. )
“We cannot change many things:
if governments are not partners,”
she said. “We talk of human rights, -
and that is a right — for people to '
be represented where other gov-:
ernments are participating.” ‘
Mrs. Mongella ducked a ques-.
tion about the possibility that the.
White House may scuttle plans for '
first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
to lead the U.S. delegation. ,
Composition of the U.S. delega-
tion “must be a concérn of the U.S.
people to deal with,” she said. “Itis
an internal problem.”.
Similarly, she sidestepped a
question concerning China’s move :

for delegations representing Thi- .
wan and Tibetan women. “Ques- '
tions on visas are the responsibil- .
ity of each sovereign state” Mrs. .
Mongella said. . !

“You can't- leave the United !
States and go straight to Cuba,” she !
said of American restrictions re-'
quiring travelers to .reach Cuba
from another foreign departure
point. a ! !

“There are all kinds of rules and :
regulations. It’s the mess of the;
men,” the U.N. official said. “They :
have been putting these rules
while we have' not been in the
decision-making. We must fix up
the mess of men.”
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Christopher to try detente with China

Beijing still irate over Lee visit

By Martin Sieft
THE WABHINGTON TIMES

Secretary of State Warren
Christopher tomorrow will deliver
a key speech on U.S. policy in Asia
that the Clinton administration
hopes will help improve relations
with China.

Mr. Christopher’s afternoon ad-'

dress at the Nationa! Press Club
will try to reassure the govern-
ment in Beijing that the admin-
_istration will maintain the one-
China policy the United States has
followed for nearly a quarter-
century.

Relations between Beijing and
Washington have plummeted since
the Clinton administration last
month permitted a private visit to
the United States by President Lee
Teng-hui of Taiwan. Neither of the
Pacific powers currently has an
ambassador in each other’s capi-
tal, the lowest level their formal

Helms asks $4

relations have been since they
were established 16 years ago.

President Clinton is apparently
unwilling to guarantee that Mr.
Lee or other future Thiwanese
leaders will be forbidden from
making private visits to the United
States. But sources said the ad-
ministration is prepared to pri-
vately assure Beijing that such
vigits would be very infrequent.

Beijing issued its fourth vitri-
olic attack on Mr. Lee in as many
days yesterday. “Relations be-
tween the two sides of the straits
are now at a crucial point,” said a
Xinhua commentary. -

In the past week, China has also
test-fired six missiles off the coast
of Thiwan, generating fears the
Communist government could re-
sort to force against the island. All

six missiles fired by the People’s
Liberation Army at targets in the
East China Sea hit their targets,
China's official Xinhua news
agency said.

The missile tests sent tremors
of fear through Thiwan, causing
the stock market to plunge.

But senior U.S. officials remain
confident good relations can be re-
stored. :

Mr. Christopher is scheduled to
meet Chinese Foreign Minister
Qian Qichen at the annual Associ-
ation of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) meeting in Brunei next
Tuesday. Tomorrow's speech is
seen as a walk-up to that meeting.

There had been speculation that
Mr. Lee might seek to attenda U.S.-
Thiwanese economic meeting in
Alaska in Decembeg But the Thi-

wanese have assured the adminis-
tration that he will not, adminis-
tration sources said.

U.S. sources said senior State
Department and National Secu-

rity Council officials both warned -

that letting Mr. Lee visit the
United States would provoke a
fierce Chinese reaction.

But Mr. Clinton instead listened

o other wvoices, particularly NSC -
Chief of Staff Nancy Soderberg, .

who advises him on the domestic
implications of foreign policy de-

Administration sources said -

ould seek to renew
its dislogue on a number of levels.
But James L. Lilley, former U.S.

-

ambassador to China in the Rea- -
gan administration, said that for .
the first time in more than 25

years, the Chinese did not believe -

there was a top U.S. official who

particularly understood their con-

cerns.

on AID question

Senator seeks State report on money paid to Chad officials

By Joyce Price

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

ple,” Mr. Pope wrote.
He noted that he blocked one
AID study, which would have fea-

salaries of African government of -
ficials and civil servants, Mr.
Byrne said, “AID does not, as a

Sen. Jesse Helms, chairman of tured Chadians assessing whether ~ matter of course, transfer money
the Foreign Relations Committee, the “Chadian state is viable. ... (0 other governments. 'ne?tpayers
has asked Secretary of State War- - What exactly would we have done ~ wouldn't put up with that”
ren Christopher for a “full ac- if ‘they had concluded that it For the most part, he said, AID
counting” of $4 million in federal wasn't?” the ambassador asked. funding goes to private contrac-

money used to pay salaries of
Chadean government officials.

Mr. Helms, a North Carolina Re- , weuld be
publican, discovered the pay-
ments in an unclassified cable
sent by Laurence Pope, U.S. am-
bassador to Chad, to State Depart-
ment officials earlier this year.

“Our parting gift of $4 million
for government salaries will have
been paid out by the end of May,"
Mr. Pope wrote in the cable.

“This is delicately known in the
trade as non-project assistance,
which translates as the payment of
government salaries, the premise
being that we are making up for
lost revenues,” said Mr. Pope. “AID
treats it as something of a guilty
whatever 1t is, it isn’t
sustainable development.”

Mr. Pope also indicated that half
of the $300 million in assistance
that the U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development has provided

secret ...

Chad since fiscal 1982 has been grams.
wasted. “The agency takes that very se-,
“We never build or fix anything, riously," he said.

to speak of, and our programs have
little direct contact with poor peo-

by AID. .

. Mr. Helms said his committee
was notified that the $4 million
used for an agricultural
trade-policy reform program.

“Nowhere in the notification is
there the slightest mention of pay-
ment of government salaries” nor
of a “parting gift” to the Third
World ceuntry, Mr. Helms told Mr.
Christopher in the letter.

He said he wonders how many
other “delicate terms of art exist
to conceal the real nature of the
expenditure of taxpayer monies”

A source close to the committee
said an AID notice it received this
month that included a $10 million
obligation for “non-project assis-
tance” for a “regional rail re-
structuring program” in-Malawi
also was raising red flags.

AID spokesman Jay Byrne said
Mr. Helms has a bill pending to
eliminate most of the agency’s pro-

As for tire senator’s concerns
about U.S. funding going to pay for

vices.

gun in 1992.

The Clinton a

tors who provide specific ser-

However, he acknowledged
“non-project assistance” can pro-
vide direct aid to foreign govern-
ments on a short-term basis. He
was unable to address whether
puch aid to Malawi will pay any
government salaries.

As for the $4 million in “non-
project assistance” that went to
Chad, Mr. Byrne provided AID
documents showing that this
money was the final installment of .
a program of disbursements be-

dministration has
ended all AID programs in Chad,
Mr. Byrne said.

A notification to Congress in
August 1992 stated that the money
for the Chad Agriculture Trade
and Policy Reform Program “will
be used to pay salaries and other '
related expenses of the [Chad]

Ministry of Agriculture.” AID said

that under the program, the “U.S.

paid approximately 6,600 civil ser-

!vants for the months of November
1994 through February 1995



BC-CLINTON-HILLARY
US asked to shape China women's conference

DENVER, July 26 (Reuter) - Hillary Rodham Clinton said on Wednesday the
United States should have an important presence at an upcoming U.N. conference
on women in China, but did not address the question of whether she would
attend.

"It is important in my opinion that the United States play
a very big leadership role in shaping the agenda of this conference to focus
on the bread and butter issues, '' the First Lady told 3,100 women attending
the Summit on Women's Economic Security here.

It has not yet been decided if the first lady herself will go to Beijing,
her press secretary Lisa Caputo told Reuters, noting such a decision would be
made with the participation of the State Departnment.

The upcoming conference has become more controversial since Harry wWu, a
naturalised American citizen and human rights activist, was recently arrested
in China on charges of spying. .

The U.N. conference is scheduled for September 4-15 in Beijing. Clinton
quoted U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Madeleine Albright as saying that
““human rights cannot be separated from women's rights.'!'

**#*%  filed by:RB--(--) on 07/26/95 at 18:39EDT ###+%
**** printed by:WHPR(JEL) on 07/27/95 at 08:42EDT ###+



AM~-CO- Hillary Clinton-Women's Conference, 510

First Lady Advocates U.S. Presence at Bejing Women's Conference
AP Photo

By SANDY SHORE= Associated Press Writer=

DENVER (AP) The United States should participate in an international
women's conference in Beijing this fall to emphasize the need for human
rights, Hillary Rodham Clinton said Wednesday.

Although the conference has been criticized because of China's record on
human rights, the first lady said it would be a good opportunity to showcase
that very issue.

"It is important therefore, in my opinion, that the United States play a
very big leadership role ... in this conference to focus on these issues,''
she told about 3,000 participants at the national Summit on Women's Economic
Security.

Those who advocate a boycott ~““miss the point,'' she said, adding, ~“Human
rights cannot be separated from women's rights.'!

Mrs. Clinton's attendance at the United Nations' Fourth World Conference
on Women has been questioned because of increasing tension between the United
States and China, and China's alleged human rights abuses. Another issue is
China's detention of human rights activist Harry Wwu.

James Dobson, president of the Colorado Springs-based Focus on the Family,
issued a statement Wednesday asking the Clinton administration to avoid the
conference.

"*It is outrageous that the U.S. government is helping to sponsor a human
rights conference in a country that inflicts terrible abuse, including forced
abortion on its women and girls,'' he said.

Mrs. Clinton made her comments during her keynote address at the 1995
Summit on Women's Economic Security, where women's leaders discussed ways to
promote economic self-sufficiency for women.

Summit topics included education and employment training, leadership roles
and retirement planning. A report from the Denver summit is expected to be
forwarded to the Beijing summit.

Outside the gathering, a handful of placard-carrying protesters shouted,
““Abortion is murder,'' and " "Thou shalt not kill'' and "~ “The day of judgment
is coming.''

Mrs. Clinton said making women self-sufficient will help ensure that
families and communities will be economically secure. But it will take a
multi-faceted approach involving men, women, families, businesses and
government.

**I don't think there are right or left or conservative or liberal answers
to the problems and challenges we need to confront,'' she said.

Businesses and government should work on issues, such as flextime, leave
time, day care, health care and salaries based on merit, not gender, she said.

““Beyond affirmative action, we should start practicing affirmative
thinking,'' she said.

Women should work with one another, sharing success stories and lending
helping hands, Mrs. Clinton said.

"“Women are willing to say to one another, "I need help,''' she said. ~°1I
think in a very down-to-earth way, that's what this summit is about.''

Prior to attending the summit, Mrs. Clinton toured Mi Casa Resource
Center, which she praised as a model for helping women turn dreams into
reality by teaching business expertise and lending emotional support.

-~
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Women
riled by
‘gender’
agenda

By George Archibald Al
THE “SMINOTW 'l"lMES
A verbal war be n two wom-

en's groups has erupted over a
draft platform for the United Na-

tions Conference on Women ih Bei-’

jing in September.

At the heart of the matter is the
platfornt’s use of .the word “gen-
der” instead of “sex.”

“Gender” appears more than
200 times in the 121-page draft
conference platform intended to
commit governments to specific

-actions on ‘'such issues as female
poverty, access by women to edu-
cational opportunities and health
care, “gender” inequality, and vio-

lence and discrimination against |

women. .

The battle pits the American So-
ciety of International Law (ASIL)
against the Independent Women's
Forum (IWF). The ASIL backs the
draft platform, calling it an at-

To go or not to go: Hillary
Rodham Clinton debates attending

a controversial U.N. women's
conference In China. Story, A10.

_tempt by “socialist feminists” to -
eliminate “sexual apartheid” The

IWF regards the platform as an
affront to traditional family-
oriented women and fears it could
lead to a “sexual free-for-all”

In a report,)‘The Elimination of
Sexual ApartT\eld: Prospects for
the Fourth World Conference on
Womgn,” the ASIL says the root of
women'’s problems is “subordina-
tion” to men.

* see WOMEN, page A10

| WOMEN

From page Al

“Socialist feminists have iden-
-tifled the social construction of
production and reproduction as

the basis for women’s oppression,
and have focused attention on the

- social relations of gender, ques-

tioning the validity of roles that

. have been ascri to women and

men in the private and public
spheres,” says the report, written
with a Ford Foundation grant by
Rebecca J. Cook, a University of
Toronto law professor. .

“Most feminists see a contrast

"between sex and gender, in that

sex is biologically determined
whereas gender is socially con-
structed.”

The IWF reporf® questions

whether the U.S. government
should be assisting or pronicting a -

gender-based agenda that “re-
flects the Marxist roots of femi-
nist ideology.”

" “Gender perspective is a com-

e Washington Times|

MONDAY, JULY 24, 1995| |

prehensive world view that sees
every human activity and relation-
ship as ‘soclally constructed’ so as
to oppress women,’ writes Eliza-
beth B. Lurie, IWF president, in a
report titled “Exporting Failure:
The Radical Feminists’ U.N.
Agenda.”

“Not spelled out in the Platform
for Action itself, but much talked
about behind the scenes [in U.N.
preparatory meetings for the Bei-
Jing conference), is the notion that
the world must come to under-

. 8t an ‘equality’ of ‘five gen-

ders’ as this and other nations’
ideal,” the report says.

“The ‘five genders’ comprise fe-
male heterosexuals, male heter-
osexuals, female homosexuals,
male homosexuals, and trans/

_bisexuals. The ‘equality’ involved

is an identity of legitimacy regard-
ing normative sexual behavior —
one reason the document refers al-
most exclusively to ‘gender’
rather than ‘sex’ (the common un-

derstanding being that there are’

but two sexes),” the report says.

“A clear implitation is that our
understanding of marriage ‘and
the particular legitimacy ac-
corded to children born in mar-
riage is to be overturned by radical
feminist moral dictat.”

Some feminist theorists also
have referred to a “sixth gender —
omni-sexuality,” say members of

traditional women's non-govern-

ment organizations who have par-
ticipated in preparatory meetings
for the conference Sept. 4 throug
15 in Beijing. :

“They can have limitless num-
bers of genders,” said Barbara
Ledeen, exécutive director of IWE
“They are saying that girls are at
one end [of the spectrum), boys at
the other. They are saying that
gender is socially constructed, so
'rou can have as many as you can
magine socially. It’s a sexual free-
for-all”

The ASIL, which claims 4,500
members in 100 countries, sup-
ports a U.N.-imposed *“gender
analysis” of laws and government

- policies in all countries — a dis-

puted provision of e Worsn's
conference platform. .
“The mandate of the 1995 Bei-

. .Jing conference is to accelerate

the process that formally began in
1975" with International Women's
Year to bring about “the emancipa-
tion of women” through equal rep-
resentatioh in governmental, cor-
porate, diplomatic and religious
leadership positions, along with
affirmative government action on
a global scale to bring about “gen-
der” equality and diversity, the
ASIL report says.

The IWF, which claims 500
members throughout the United

" States and several foreign coun-

tries, says the upcoming women's
conference is dominated by “ultra-

" radical feminists” who are are

anti-womanhood, anti-marriage,
anti-family, and even man-haters.

“The words ‘mother; ‘father]
‘wife, and ‘husband’ do not appear
anywhere in the platform. ... The
definition of the family is fluid.
Indeed, any notion that the con-
cept of the family includes men is
altogether missing.
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China's Human Rights Record Could Cancel First Lady's Trip
¥ith AM-Mrs Clinton-Column

By NANCY BENAC= Associated Press Writer=

WASHINGTON (AP) For months, Hillary Rodham Clinton has had her fingers
crossed, hoping U.S.-Chinese relations would be smooth enough that she could
attend an international women's conference in Beijing this fall.

She's not packing her bags just yet.

Amid escalating tensions between Washington and Beijing, the first lady
and others are debating whether her attendance at the massive U.N. conference
would advance women's interests at the expense of human rights. _

Many in the State Department and White House say privately it would send
the wrong signal for Mrs. Clinton to lead the U.S. delegation, offering China
3 reward of sorts for improper behavior including the detention of human
rights activist Harry Wu.

“"There shouldn't be any argument about it,'' said one administration
>fficial, who spoke on condition of anonymity.

Others say the issue is far from clear cut. In fact, some believe the best
7say to advance human rights would be to send a strong U.S. delegation.

"“"These are issues that tear at individuals,'' said a second
administration official. ~“Right at the White House, there are a lot of
diverging views.''

Mrs. Clinton makes no secret of the fact that she would love to go.

Bruised in last year's health-care wars, she has pulled back from domestic
oolicy-making this year and offered herself as an international advocate for
Jomen. An appearance in Beijing would build on her participation earlier this
7ear in an international poverty conference in Copenhagen and her five-nation
~our of South Asia this spring. _

Aides say the first lady hopes the conference itself can be separated from
its location as though she's not really visiting China, just attending a U.N.
2vent that happens to be taking place there.

That argument doesn't work for many within the administration, but
>fficials wary of dictating to the first lady are hopeful Mrs. Clinton will
each that conclusion on her own.

Chances of Mrs. Clinton attending the fourth World Conference on Women
iimmed last month after rocky U.S.-Chinese relations got worse with the
ietention of Wu, a Chinese-born American.

The White House says no decision has been made on whether Mrs. Clinton
vill attend. But privately, officials doubt Mrs. Clinton, who is honorary
chair of the U.S. delegation, will attend the Sept. 4-15 conference unless Wu
.S released.

Human rights advocates have different ideas on how best to advance their
ause: boycott the conference altogether, send a limited delegation, have Mrs.
*linton lead the charge.

""Mrs. Clinton would provide the Chinese government a major propaganda
>pportunity that they should not be given, '' said Mike Jendrzejczyk,
‘ashington director of Human Rights Watch-Asia. His group thinks the United
states should participate, but with a lower-profile delegation.

Wu's wife, Ching Lee Wu, says it would be wrong to send any U.S.
lelegation while her husband is in prison. Amnesty International wants ~“the
st competent and informed delegation possible,'' without saying whether
:hat should include Mrs. Clinton.

Many women's groups have been enthusiastic from the start about Mrs.
*linton's participation but are conflicted about going against the wishes of
wuman rights advocates with whom they are usually allied.

""It's making everybody pause,'' said one women's activist who asked not
:0 be identified by name. ~°I kind of feel like, what am
. doing crossing a picket line?'!

Longtime women's activist Bella Abzug, head of the Women's Environmental
'evelopment Organization, has no such qualms.
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“"Qf course she should go,'' Abzug said of Mrs. Clinton. "~ “There has been
an invasion of human rights for Harry Wu; there has been consistent invasion
>f“women's rights all over the world. One of the purposes of this conference
s to deal with this.'!

Looming over the debate are Republican threats to withdraw financing for
the U.S. delegation altogether.

Rep. Chris Smith, R-N.J., chairman of the House International Relations
committee's panel on human rights, is pushing legislation to scrap the
jelegation unless China releases Wu and eases conference restrictions.

The conservative Concerned Women for America, already unhappy with what it
sees as a feminist tilt to the likely delegation, says simply, ~“China is not
-he place for this conference to happen.'! ’

""We don't believe that a delegation should go at all,'' said CWA's Penny
‘oung.

e d ke filed by:APE-(--) on 07/23/95 at 11:55EDT %&k%*
*%** printed by:WHPR(JEL) on 07/24/95 at 08:48EDT *#%%
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Pressure builds for U.S,

to shun Beijing meeting -

By George Archibald‘ﬁv
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Religious and social conserva-
tves, backed by the US. Civil
Rights Commission, yesterday
urged withdrawal of a U'S, delega-
tion to a UN. women’s conference
in Beijing.

Several liberal congressmen
also urged that American partici-
pation be reduced, as.pressure
continued to build for shunning
the conference.

Mary Ellen Bork of Catholic
Campaign for America told the
House International Relations
subcommittee on international op-

erations and human rights that the _

United States should not partici-
pate in the conference because it

is prepared to endorse a “radical ,

feminist” agenda.

“Participation in such a human-
rights event as the Beijing wom-
en’s conference when our own citi-
zen is stripped of all human rights
would amount to a shameful kow-
towing by American delegates.”
said Nina Shea, president of the
Puebla Institute. “To remove only
(first lady Hillary Rodham] Clin-
ton from the delegation in protest
of [Harry] Wu’s arrest would be a
trivial gesture.”

Subcommittee member Rep.

see BELJING, page A14

From page Al

Nancy Pelosi, California Demo-
crat and chairman of the Congres-
sional Women’s Caucus, urged that
at a minimum a reduced U.S. rep-
resentation at the Beijing meeting
because of China’s “appalling
human-rights record”

A member of the U.S. Civil
Rights Commission said his panel
was prompted by the same con-
cerns when it took “virtually un-
precedented action” Friday in urg-
ing the outright withdrawal of the
US. delegation from the Fourth
World Conference on Women, to be
held in Beijing Sept. 4-15.

Commissioner Carl A. Ander-
son said the commission weighed
China’s “perceived potential

| threat to the civil rights of other

American citizens” after the ar-
rest of Mr Wu, a U.S. human-
rights activist.

China’s denial of religious free-

dom for delegates to the confer-
ence also was a factor in the
decision by the eight-member
commission, Mr. Anderson testi-
fied. .
“We cannot as a nation become
entangled in such gross violations
of human rights as are now occur-
ring in China without it having se-
rious implications for civil rights
within the United States” he told
the'House panel, which is consid-
ering action to block U.S. govern-
ment participation.

Mrs. Pelosi said she opposes
Mrs. Clinton’s “presence at this
conference” as honorary chair-
man of the U.S. delegation.

“China’s appalling human-
rights record and.its practice of
female infanticide, forced abor-
tion and the abortion of female fe-

—_—

Bhe Washington Times

tuses make a mockery of the honor
of hosting an international confer-
ence on the status of women.” she
said. “Mrs. Clinton’s presence at
the conference would send the
wrong message to China’s leaders.
She should not attend the Beijing
conference.”

But Mrs. Pelosi and subcommit-
tee Democrats led by Rep. Tom
Lantos of California said a U.S.
delegation should attend if it is led
by Madeleine K. Albright, U.S. am-
bassador to the United Nations.

Rep. Christopher H. Smith of
New Jersey, the panel’s Republi-
can chairman, said, “Talk of relo-
cating a conference from Beijing
to a free country, or of insisting on
fair procedures at such a confer-
ence ... is carefully crafted to
achieve fairness for women, espe-
cially those from Tibet, Taiwan
and developing countries” whose
participation is banned by China.

Leaders of several women’s
groups representing religious and
traditional family values urged
complete U.S. withdrawal from
the meeting.

Mrs. Bork of Catholic Cam-
paign for -America said a draft
Platform for Action to be adopted
in Beijing endorses “radical femi-
nist views of equality and gender,
which leads to inadequate treat-
ment of motherhood and tradi- .
tional marriage and ... religious
and cultural values that women -
bring to society”

Laurel *Heiskell of Concerned '
Women' for America said her
group was placed on “a no-no list”
with other religious and pro-life
organizations that were denied ac-
creditation for the conference un- :
til Sen. Jesse Helms, North Caro-
lina Republican and chairman of '
the Foreign Relations Committee,
interceded.



(ED: lgrafsub7thgraf x x x U.S. delegation adding name, affiliation of
Pelosi)
U.S. urged to boycott China forum

WASHINGTON, July 19 (UPI) Civil rights, religious and conservative
organizations are urging the United States to boycott the upcoming U.N. womens
conference in China, a published report said Wednesday.

The Catholic Campaign for America and the anti-abortion Concerned Women
for America are among the groups protesting U.S. representation at the United
Nations-sponsored event, The Washington Times said in its Wednesday editions.

Mary Ellen Bork of the Catholic Campaign told a congressional subcommittee
Tuesday that she opposed participation in the conference because it was
prepared to endorse a feminist agenda, the newspaper said.

But other organizations want the United States to boycott the conference
in protest of China's human rights record and the recent arrest of civil
rights activist Harry Wu, a Chinese-American who has accused China's communist
government of using prisoners as slave labor and other human rights abuses.

The groups join others in opposing U.S. representation at the conference,
slated for Sept. 5-14 in Beijing. The U.S. civil Rights Commission last week
recommended withdrawal of U.S. aid and representation, citing China's
restrictions on religious freedom and the arrest of Wu, who is a U.S. citizen.

There has been increased pressure on first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton to
not attend the conference to protest Wu's arrest. Clinton is heading the U.S.
delegation.

~‘china's appalling human rights record and its practice of female
infanticide, forced abortion and the abortion of female fetuses make a mockery
of the honor of hosting an international conference on the status of women,''
said Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., according to the Times. ~“Mrs. Clinton's
presence at the conference would send the wrong message to China's leaders.
She should not attend the Beijing conference.'!'

% J ok k filed by:UPI-(us) on 07/19/95 at 04:44EDT ****
*%*%x* printed by:WHPR(JEL) on 07/19/95 at 08:36EDT ****
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U.S. NEWS

Beljing or Bust:.
U.S. Girls Get Ready

By HAGAR SCHER

hen the United Nations Fourth World Con-
ference on Women and the NGO (nongov-
ernmental organizations) Forum on Women
convene in Beijing for three weeks of meet-
ings in September, there will be more girls
and young women in attendance than at any
of the previous world conferences. Some 30,000 activists
and politicians will create a Platform for Action to im-
prove the status of women, and by establishing youth
groups in all five of the designated geographic regions,

BEIJING BLUES

The Chinese government seems
determined to control the
thousands of women expected
to descend on its capital in
September for the Fourth World
Conference on Women. How else
to explain that the NGO
(nongovernmental organizations)
Forum on Women has been
banished to Huairou, an hour's
drive from downtown Beijing,
where the government delegates
will be caucusing? With NGO
delegates aiming to call
international attention to such
incendiary issues as abortion,
homosexuality, and China’s
human rights record, rumor has
it that the Chinese government
hopes to avoid domestic turmoil
by isolating these women in
Huairou. Said Irene Santiago,
executive director of the

NGO Forum on Women: “The
conference should be canceled if
we can't get a satisfactory
space.” At press time, U.N.
Secretary-General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali had not resolved
the dispute. —Ms. Editors

the organizers have acknowledged
that the future of women depends
on involving girls and young women
in the process of change.

The Asia-Pacific youth group, for
example, amended the platform to
include this clause: “Women’s rights
must not only be protected at all
stages of life but also inspire a new
generation of women and men
working together for a more hu-
mane society.” And
in Africa, a special
working group on
“the girl child” was
established to ad-
dress such issues as
how to help girls
stay in school and
the impact of fe-
male genital mutila-
tion on their de-
velopment.

Zonny Woods,
a 26-year-old El
Salvadoran-
Canadian, has been
appointed the
youth coordinator
for the NGO Fo-
rum on Women.
“The people in-
volved in the global
women'’s movement
have gotten a lot

older,” she told Ms. “If girls are not there and the
conference is about the implementation of changes
for the twenty-first century, who will implement the plans
of action?”

Several girls’ groups in the U.S. are planning to send
members to Beijing. New Moon: The Magazine for Girls
and Their Dreams has founded the Girls International Fo-
rum, whose first initiative is to raise funds to send be-
tween 10 and 15 representatives to the conference. The
group has also submitted applications for two girls,
Sarah Vokes, 16, and Nia Kelly, 14, to be official U.S.
delegates to the U.N. conference. In each issue since Jan-

The future of women depends on
involving girls and young
women in the process of change.

uary, New Moon has been running a call for essays on
questions like: “What do you think are girls’ greatest
strengths around the world?”; “What do you think you
and your friends can do to make things better for girls?”;
and “What can adults do?” The answers will be pub-
lished in a booklet called “A Girl's Agenda,” which will
be distributed at Beijing. '

The topic of youth media is at the heart of another
Beijing initiative. Learning from Youth, an umbrella or-

PN

Bejing becomes a veality: girls from “New Moon™ and the Girls
International Forum cavcus wnith a couple of groum-wups.
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" Mongella. The second team will

ganization concerned with
“glocalizing” youth advoca-
cy (creating a “connection
between global and local is-
sues”), is collaborating with
Rise and Shine Productions,
a New York City-based
youth media education pro-
gram, to send a group of
girls to cover the event on
video. After the conference,
organizers hope to distrib-
ute the videos to education-
al and community groups
and to broadcast them on public
television and MTV. More impor-
tant, they want the conference to be
the beginning of an electronic,
“global exchange pen-pal system”
for young women.

The Learning from Youth and
Rise and Shine participants will cre-
ate three different media packages
to be screened in Beijing. The first
team has already made a video
called “Youth Voices on the Road
to Beijing,” featuring New York
City students speaking with Con-
ference  Secreiariat  Gertrude

produce a video comparing the
concerns of U.S. youth with those
of young people in South Africa.
The third group will create person-
al video essays about their experi-
ences as young feminists. Mandy
Jacobson, one of the coordinators
of Learning from Youth, is helping
other girls around the world to gain
access to video cameras so that together they can create
a “traveling document.” Rise and Shine also plans to set
up a workshop at the NGO forum that will teach basic
video production skills, so that, through electronic me-
dia, girls can voice their opinions even if they did not at-
tend the conference.

Nia Kelly sees the Girls Internatonal Forum as a
pioneering effort: “We’ll just open the door for other
girls so that they can go. Just getting it out there that we
aren't little people who don’t have any thoughts or opin-
ions will help.” )

One of the challenges of the conference is to involve

JULY/AUGUST 1995 Ms. 41

Finally, a real live judge has
confirmed what we’ve known all
along: the military’s “don’t ask,
don’t tell” policy regarding lesbian
and gay service members Is
unconstitutional. Federal Judge
\Eugene H. Nickerson of Brooklyn,
New York, handed down the first
legal rejection of the policy, ruling
that to penalize a service member for an open declaration
of homosexuality is a violation of free speech and a denial
of equal protection. The case will most likely be appealed
to the Supreme Court.

JURIST PRUDENCE

Q: How many people does it take to
end a baseball strike? '

A: One, If you're Federal District
Judge Sonia Sotomayor, who put
Major League Baseball back in play
last spring after a 234-day walkout.
issuing an Injunction that reinstated
certain elements of the prestrike
collective bargaining agreement,
she ruled that the owners had In
fact violated labor laws. It was all In
a day’'s work for the 41-year-old
Sotomayor, who grew up in the
shadow of Yankee Stadlum and is

the first Puerto Rican ever to be appointed to the federal
bench for the southern district

of New York. The district includes
New York City, which has the
largest population of Puerto
Ricans outside of Puerto Rico.

-—Celia Moore

—Miranda Doming

girls without treating them as tokens. Says Zonny Woods:
“It has to go beyond ‘Look at all these girls, aren’t they
great? Aren't they smart?’ We owe it to these girls to take
them very, very seriously.”

Says Reshma Partni, 11, of New Moon: “Before, I used
to just dream about things like being the first woman
president or being the first person on Mars, but now |
think I could really do it.” For now, Reshma is content
with being one of the first girls to attend the United Na-
tions Fourth World Conference on Women.

Hagar Scher is a New York-based freelance writer and editon-
al assistant at “Working Woman™ magazine.
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Hearing probes U.S. role

at Bejjing women’s

By Carol'Innerst
and George Archibald
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Amid the rising voices opposmg
US. participation in a women’s
conference in. Beijing, Congress
-holds a hearing today. : -

“It’s kind of ironic to pxck Chma
for a women’s conference,” said
Rep. Bill Goodling, Pennsylvania
Republican and a member of the
House International Relations,
subcommittee on International-

- Operations and Human &ghts,

which will hear 12 witnesses dis-
cuss the controversy surrounding
the Sept. 4-15 conference.

“The UN. and some do-gooders

_ would say if we go there, we can

change their ‘human. rights. ...

- You're* whistling ‘Dixie’ if you

think going there can improve hu-
man rights in China.”

Later this week, China’s most-
favored-nation trading status
comes up for a vote in Congress, so
the hearing should “surup the wa-

see WOMEN, page Al4

forum -
From page Al

ters before that takes place,” he
said.

of the House Economic and Edu-
cational Opportunities Commit-
tee, said he doesn’t think the
United States should participate in
the Beijing conference, and he
likely will vote against continuing
China’s special trading status.

Rep. Christopher Smith, New
Jersey Republican and chairman
of the International Relations sub-
committee, also opposes U.S. par-
ticipation in the conference.

“He believes it is entirely inap-
propriate to be havmg this confer-

.ence [in Beijing] given China’s

horrendous record on human
rights and oppression of women
through coercive population con-
trol, and the arrest of Harry Wu”
said Michael Pauley, press secre-
tary for Mr. Smith.

“It's entirely inappropriate for
the U.S. to be sending a delegation
... while China holds a U.S. citizen
in captivity. Proceeding as if noth-
ingis S wrong sends the wrong mes-
sage”

Meanwhlle a high-profile pro-
fessional group issued a report on
the conference saying the goal is
“elimination of sexual apartheid”

— the male domination of women -
i through . traditional family and -

economic structures. .
“The mandate of the 1995 Bei-
jing conference is to accelerate
the process that formally began in
1975” with International Women’s
Year to bring about “theemancipa-
tion of women” through equal rep-
resentation in governmental, cor-
porate, diplomatic, and religious

leadership positions, says a report .

by the Washington-based Amer-
ican Society of Internatlonal Law
(ASIL).

Mr. Goodling, who is chairman

" men and women, usually meas_..'

_constructed and mamtamed st
.report says.
_ clading Betin, Guatemala, Flondu -3
- der” termmology, the report notes:=

- ists to obtain international sanca

* and reduced to the non-essentidl'}
The report, “The l__-:hmmauqn of :

Sexual Apartheid: Prospects for
the Fourth World Conference on
Women,” ‘was written by Rebecca__
J. Cook, a law professor at the Uni-
versity of Toronto and member of |
the ASIL’s six-member advisory
committee, under a grant from the -
Ford Foundatlon

The report supports proposed
language on gender in a 124-page
draft platform for the Beumg con-
ference.

The language, not yet approved,
“moves from a sex-neutral norm
that requires equal treatment of

ured by how men are treated, :

one that . .. allows women to ques-
tion the way in which laws, culs.
tures and religious traditions havge:
crimihation against women,”

'M

A small group of countries, in-=:
ras and Malta object to the “gen:

Mercedes Arzu Wilson, a Guate-~
malan delegate, said she opposes?
che terminology because she sees
it as an attempt by socialist femin¥g]

tion for homosexual, bisexual and';
transexual orientation on an equaf™
basis with traditional hererosex-
ual behavior.

Cecilia Royals president of ths
National Instigute of Womanh
who will be testifying at today’s
hearing, saxdsheplanstocallthe
committee’s attention to the, sta
of ‘motherhood in the co
document

“I’ll be suggesting to the chau°
man that this document is hosnle

eréence

worldwide and certainly 90 pej:
cent of US. women. In the doc-
ument, motherhood is trivialized”

tasks that some mothers do”:
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Dear Hillary,

Hello! Lincoln enjoyed seeing you and the President (so did
John) and of course touring Air Force One was & thrill - thank you.

Hillary, it was about this time last year that I interviewed
+he President for my TNN Special. It is still getting rave reviews
(as cable runs their shows three an four times) - very positive and
A great audience for him.

Around that time, when we wera talking in your office and I asked
you to be on one of my specials - and - you said yes! We would like
to interview you in the next six to seven weeks (the Special will air
the end of September). If you remember, TNN (Group W - Westinghouse)
has the potential of going into 60 million homes - a very important
demograghic particularly with the campaign coming up! Please say
yes again! I've got a new contract for four more specials. Itfs so
good to be working again. My new producer, Susan Winston, is incredi-
bly experienced and talented. She was the Executive Producer of
"Good Morning America" in the beginning and she is a good friend of
mine. I want people to know the Hillary I know and love!

Also, Yue-S5ai Kan is a friend of mine - a rather new friend, I'm
impressed with her. She's an American (married to a Mr. McManus) and
she spends 30% of her time in China. They love, adore and respect her
there. She's the Barbara Walters of China in that she's the most
famous woman in China (on T.V. or not),.

As you will see by her reguest she would like to interview you.
She can reach 600 millior people. She said ‘she :spoke.to Ann Stock,
but never got a response. Will you be attending the Beijing Women's
Conference on September 5th? This lady is powerful and thinks vou
are the greatest thing that's ever happened for women - not only in
America, obut around the world. She needs an answer.

yue-Sai and her husband are very wealthy and very close friends
with Lew & Rachel Rudin. Someone needs to respond as soon as nossible
as she is leaving for China very soon. I've been with her twice in
the last six weeks. She's a real dynamo.

Also, the Rudins have given $10,000 to Save the Children. He's
a big Democrat as you know and also very wealthy. They will be attend-
ing the "Save" event honoring you on September 18th. Rachel talks
abaut how Lew has stayed at the White House and she hasn't and that
you always say "You'll have to come and stay sometime® - now might be

a good time! / e pA&A/L// 3 - 7nA4qp-J :
7ﬁ /&M <% Q%ON%
Vi 1L Byl
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Yue-Sai Xan, Inc.
6 Swion Square
Yige-Sat Kan New York, NY 10022 USA
President , Tel: 222-223-0278 Rax: 212-644-2146

May 1, 1995

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton
The White House

Dear Mrs. Clinton:

It is my honor as a producer and host of a very popular television show
called "Half of the Sky" on China Central Television, to cordially invite you
to be a guest on the show. The show is aired prime time every Sunday night
on the national television network to an estimated audience of £00 million. 1
would like*to propose to you a persopal interview in three segments, first you
as a wife and mother, second as an outstanding attorney, and third as the First
Lady of the White House (including a tour).

If you grant me this interview, it will make vou the very first First Lady
of the United States of America to appear on China's national television
network. It would be a great privilege for the Chinese audience who have a
wemendous admiration and curiosity to leam everything you stand for. [n
view of the fact there will be the United Nations World Conference on
Women to be held in Beijing in September, 1995, I would arrange to have
these segements aired in August. We would like to arrange this TV shoot
sometume in June or July, and we will try to make it very efficient—Iit will ot
take more than 2 hours of your time.

We look forward to your favorable response.

| Sincerely,

Yue-Sai Kan
President
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Parade magazine said she was "More famous than anyone!" People magazige called ber
“the most famous worman in China" Mopey magazine described her as a "Modem Day
Marco Polo” and while women's magaznes suck as Vogue, Elle and Cogmopolitan
celebrated her beaury and style, the Covaressional Record deemad her "The De Facto
Citizen Ambassador!” Thsy all accurately, if not completely describe Chmese American
Yue-Sai Kan, whose Jife straddles both the East and West as scholar, author, joumalist,
T.V. personality, humacitarian and recently an entreprepent.

SUEUAT See)r i often singled out as the most beautiful place op earth
Her father is a widely respected painter in the traditional Lingnan Style. Her family settled
m Houg Kong when she was a baby, and Yue-Sef's artistic abiliry and love of beauty began
{0 moanifest itself wisn she started taking up bellet and piano at four. Her musical talents
impressed cveryone but herself After years of 2-Gour practice days and a degree m music
from the Brigham Young University in Hawaii, Yue-Sai made a watershed decision. "I
£2lt thar I zould acver te another Rubenstein. And if you can't be the best at something.
wly do 1t?” With that, she ramed her attention o her other great love: promoting 2
coprection between East and West

In 1972 she moved to New York City and with her sister Vickie began 2 successful
nnport/expor trading business with China. Concurrenty, she volunteered to host a TV
show m English and Chinese on a local Manhattan cable station. There she quickly
grasped the power of TV as a means of bridgmmg the enormous gap in understanding
between East and West. "In those days" says Yue-Sai, "Asia was not such a hot topic.
But I fekt [ should stay with i, because I knew it would scon be one of the most important
pans of the world” Her first major TV production, a weekly series called LOOKING
EAST, mmoduced eastern culturss aad customs to a growing and receptive American
audience. Richin content, vivid with Yue-Sai's personality, that series gamered high
praise, dozens of awards and reviews such as this oa¢ from the New York Trmes: “Few
people are able to bridge the East and West, but Yue-Sai Kan can, and does Tt with
beauty, intellizsnce and grace.” Some others credited her as the first TV journalist to
bridge tae gap between East and West. LOOKING EAST stayed on the air for 12 vears,
the last 2 years on the naticnal network of the Discovery Channel.

Yue-Sai's hard work paid off im 1984 when PBS invited her to host the first live broadcast
from Clina of the 35th Anniversary of the People's Republic of China. Working non-stop
for 485 hours, Yue-Sai prepared background material, translatiozs and scripts so
asightfully that both East and West took notice of her. Soon after, in 1685, the Chinese
Governmens asked her to producs ONE WORLD, another television first. It was the first
TV series ver produced snd hosted by an American on China's national network CCTV.

It 1ook her 4 years to comglete the project, but her broadcast captivated the entire nation
and made her 2 household name. Both the script and video from the series were used as
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teaching materjals i schools acrass the country. Besides being trusted and loved by
millions of Chinesa for being the first to bring the “world" to them, her easy television
style has also influencad 5 generation of TV joumalists ip China,

Today, as China continucs to open to the outside world, Yue-S§ai contnues to produce
sophisticated series fike YUE-SAPS WORLD, zimed at raismg the Chigese consciousiess
to the latest mternatipnal life styles, trends and standards, She also contributes a weekly
Segment to a bighly popular women's program HALF OF THE SKY on CCTV.

Yue-Sai is the author of countless articles and two books—ONE WORLD and YUE-SATS
GUIDE TO ASIAN BEAUTY, both published in Chinese and Egglich.

In the U.S., Yue-Sai's other TV credits incinde the ABC documentary CHINA, WALLS
AND BRIDGES, which gamered her the coveted Emmy Award, J OURNEY THROUGH
A CHANGING CHINA which wasg syndicated across the country was so rmpactful that it
was read into the Congresgional Record. And popular series such as MINI DRAGONS

and DOING BUSINESS TN ASIA, broadcast og PBS, fed the West's growmng hunger for
eastern knowledge,

For her dedijcation in promoting East and West, Yue-Sai has been presented with honorary
doctorate degrees, hon Otary citizenships, a Women of the Year Award, a Life Time
Achievement Award, an Ambassador Award and countless humanitarian awards.

Through it all, her husband of 5 years, James R McManus, himself 4 highly successfil
businessman, is her number one fm "He's never too busy to find the time to help me, " she

Says- A A Wn nFBam i ma 4ol dr Lymedls on Wheels,

Curreatly, Yus-Sai is involved m yet another rart of her dream, that of enabling Asian
women to feel confident in their cwn unique beauty. Frustrated by years of nesding to
look ber best before the camers without apprepriate cosmetics for her Asian skin tone,
Yue- Sai finally created her own Ime. "I have always been amazed" she says, "at the
Ignorance of cosmetic companies who fill Asian markets with foundations and colors that
look perfect on Caucasians and ridiculous on ug.”

Meticulously researched and tested, Yue-Sai cosmetics are an absolutely foolproof svstem
of skin care, hair care and color for collancing Asian beaury. As proof that they are
Superior, Yue-Sai cosmetics became an instant success in China, the biggest Asian market
m the world. Forbes magazine reported that she has become “Chiua’s new role model and
is changing the face of the Middle Kingdom, ope lipstick at a time.” And indeeq che is. In
less than hree years, Yue-Sai's fast-growing company in China now etploys over 300
peogle. operates 10 regional offices, has two factories and sells m over 230 stores .

Yue-Sai spends 50% ofher time m Asia and while ig the U.S., she resides in New York
City with her husband James R. McManus,
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HELPING EAST MEET WEST VIA TV,
AMERICA'’S YUE-SAI KAN HAS BECOME
THE MOST FAMOUS WOMAN IN CHINA

nere belng na Nielsensin China,itls  abouzilfe in other countrles. That slnce 1975 and & residant of New York,

impossible ta say precisely how large translates Inta atout 40C million view- i$ China's first medla celeb. Her hajr-
an audlence watches the program One ers, which glves One World the largest style, known as the Yue-Sal cut, (s cop-
World. |is star, Yue-Sai Kan, hasa Fret- TV audlence on the pianet. it also led from Shanghal to Sinkiarg. Wher
ity good Idea though. Every Sunday at makes (ne diminutlve, 38-yaar-old she visits Cnina she is mobbed by

15:45 p.m. anestimated average af five  Yue-3ajKan by far the most farnous adoring fans; when she'sinthe U.S.

ipeople—somatimes as many as 50— woman in China—an achisvement that tney send her flowery poems. “Walking
'crowd around almost every one of the isdoutly extraordinary since she isan  down the street with Yue-Sa! is like

.country’s 80 million TV sets to wateh American. wai_king down the street with Johnny
:het show, a quarter-hour documentary Tha China-born Kan, 2 U.3. ¢lilzen Carson,” says a friend, stage cirector
CENTINUED

In her Manhattan apartmaent the sel{-procialmad capltallst says of hor succass, “it's like having one's wildest dream came gyo.”
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Kan, who was bernin China, confers with
hor assistant, May Wu, “'m the chiaf caok
andbottio washer an the show,” sayx Xan.
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After vigits to Chira, Kan (bolow, In
Tlantsln}, says, “Ineed the broak from
celobrity that | get whon! eome homa.”

George Whitz, “only blgger, because
inere's riothing ilke her in Chlna." Her
unmarriad state is talked ¢f in riaigh-
torhood noodis shaps. And Chinese
N2wspzapars outdo each ather with ar-
Jent headlines: “Welcome, Ambassa-
dorof TV, and “Intelligence, Wisdom,
Briliance, Grace, Warmth and Hu-
mar—AR interview WIith Yue=Sal Kan "
These parfervid autpourings stem in
partirom China's faseination with the
seldom-seen world beyand its borders.,
One Worldhas taken Chinese viewers
toNew York, Egypt, Greece and Austra-
ila anc has exposed them to the Mup-

rights In Denmark. The programls even
broadcast twinn—at 845 E.m. in Eng-
lish (3 TV guide runz partial scripts in
Chinese so viewers zan follow} ana
&3aln at 8:30 p.m.1n Mandariry, Says ‘ar-
rer New Yerk Times China hand Fox
Sutterfleld: “The Chinese ‘or years
were starved for information from the
autside warld. They really craved it.
She’s filling an Important need, She's
also charming—and they're not beyand
being charmea."

Whih a staff of four assisiants, Kan
shoots the shows on locatian and trans-
it tham tr China An toma Gl alaba

P.o7
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g they shouid know 22901 Ameriss
isnatnow neh we AT ¢ how advarceqd
Jdriechnoiogyis, But the comelaaica
stpeeple inour Scciely. zhe says. 5o
her first segrment Srowcased the sye-
cesses of {orean grocers and J2oj/3~
Suteners, AMonpg others, ane most 2-e.
grams are similarly Jpbsar et we
nave -3 Censorsnip prodtemg at gyl -
sherepsris. s amazing.” 3tili, Kanr
2556r's her geliefs dipic=atically:
“Communismas et far me, £t ther
doesrstmeanitvgreta gcoa syst=m
far China. I'm 3 reat enfesrereyr

She zwearly is. and her c.rrentven-
tureis risky. Her SROAsSOrL, including
Coca-Cola, Xercx ana GenerglFooes,
seemmainiy interasted in *xposure ‘-
he futare, Although her s=a! witn Ch..
n2ee Centza) Television (CCTV)in Pe-
king gives har a s3-50 Eplit e’ the pro:-
8. 802 hasn'tyetzroken even, f the
vast Chirese marke! czeng up ic
Amerizan 2usiness, ngwever, sne
could make asmall terture.

Yue-Sal wag bor iatc an vpper-Tie-
Cle-clzzs famiiy in the Chinese sity of
Guilin 1 1546. Two years ater her 15-
el Ving-Lin Kan, a well-Kaowr artias,
&7 10 2ong Xong with his tam.ly. Kg-
stuciad ciano ata branan of Brigham:
TCung Lalversity in Hawaii, rejcineg <
her family in Hang Kong, warked *c;
Hyad Hate's, then movesd =3 New Ve
Citv r 1271 There, she and ner sistar
Vickie Sagan MMPOrtiag suk *rarm Chra
anginnved, oyt after rime Yyears zhe
says, "iwasreadytira change. She
deveioped a cable-TV show an life
Asia. Looking East, and solc it to cyrd.-
caton. tnow furs ca 640 L. 5. canle
Systems, 7 1384, wnen CLTV an” BEQ
broadizazt the 3370 anniversarv cela-
Bratizss of the Peaple's Heroohic, Kan
was Sroughtin agthe English iransla-
inranz cazzled everyone, She smoits-
REAusly transiatea Premier Denrs's
speecn, read the colorful banrers {or
viewers ard tossed In explanations o
{he history behind the 250,000-g¢c ng
parade. 3hortiy atter, CSTV 2uggesten
she doashaw {gr China abactthe
West

Tue-Sai went to Peking 1e ceisbrate
her firstshow on Feb. 28, 1966, “I was
In my hotai room,” she recalls, ““and |
saw myself greeting the Chingse pec-
Fle. Thatwas the most elating moment
oty lile. ljust jumped up and said,
did it ) did (Ui’ "* She still uses the same
orenar— ‘Halio. I'm Yue-Sat Kan. Wagl-
temeto Ong World."—but By Adw she

..really aeeds no introguction.
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- SinesSave border. 1o Bejinz a Pe-

. 4 painung classified as a “narioral

- enstuzally Blony assertion. ] am
- not tne wpe of TV hesiess whe
S wears a Chinese gawn gnd Stands

' mast popular interioculor betweer

o sidas of (ns
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Queen of the Middle Kingdom

An 4merican shows China to the world, and vice versa

. BY SANDRABURTON BZi/TNG

S

he s an creinary foreign citizaa, yer
ner prssense 1nvamably canses a sir
woriky of a visitng head of state, In the
adrinzastera city of Titnjin 2 year ago, 150
polizenten had it e caled out to mzinisin
crger 2meong Chiaese fans who quaysd up
for aviographed copies of her Ars:
S0k, One 32rid. At the Grea
Wil nerunheralded arTivaj set 0f
sImeting of a siampede. as Cri-
nese L0UrSs raced L steep slairs o
w3tk Ler shoot 2 ssene for a teevis
st dacumeniany. [4 nerthern Hej-
DREMAng province, offcials Sent
=ver backwzard to grant her permis-
sion 1n Am otherwise of-limiss
stretenee o7 the ciosely monitored

bipurs member presanied her wits

trezsure”, there were 1O objections
when fe lady ek it home—to
New ok City.

Yue-Szi Kan. 39, 20 America-
w70se rarenis ded jhe mainland
ifier the Communis: wakegver in
1545 grecis the fame and favor be-
siowed or Doy by ker zncestra)
mameiand with a 3ucer of her
mascaraed lashes—and a charae-

. frant of a dragen pillar” she
says. instead. shs is pretakly the

the 2uside worid and the Pecples
Reoublic. In 1587 Kap {aunched
the 2itlestelevisicn series Looking

£axt 1 iroGues Amencans o Asia, I
‘986 s%2 bezan i veasrlong semes (104

snows: f2'icd One ivorid 1o acquaint the
Chinges with L7 cutsice the country
Witr lnarn the perpatetic writer. Produc-
2 star 2ssured herself of an audience
simare thes 330 i ion viewers an hoth
Paoiis. meking Rer the
world's most waigned China walcher

Ta some degree. Mer success refects
he esenemic and political transforma-
Lens unger way in China. Sieering clear
°7 puiliss. she seeks o comvey, LnTough
a208 and anescoies of everyday |ife. the
~28' 2nd worst of S0t Ching and 1ae out-
stde world. Ever rragmatic. the Chinese
aprresiate lhe %ned of engaging a sym-
saihen.. mainlani-sarn foreignes \o pre-
senl (n0se pietures.

4 A Atiimamy v sl

2T sT

cepec her first dream of becoming 2 con-
cert pianist. having caneluded that she=
iscked the wlent tc reach the top. In 1976
she opened a2 profitable import-expor
business with her sister Viekie. Hewaver,
the favorable reviews Kan received as the
unpaid host of 2 wlk show on & Chinese-
language cable siation led her to gzamble

daaghter
of Wing-iin Kan, a famed palirtar,
Her parents fled to Hoog Kong In
1948; she was educated in Hong
Kong and Hawail.

tha: 1elevision was her best medium for
success [n [98G she sold her share in the
importeexport Arm and invested $5¢0.000
i :aunching the English-language Looi-
ing East. naw syadicated on 540 cable siz-
tuonsirthe US.

Kan's China brezk came in [584.
when the US.’s Pubji¢c Broadcasting Sys-
lem suddenly found itself responsible for

irg the 35th anmversary of the Commu. '

diet revelution. Two days Sefare the Oc:
1. 1584, event. PRS still ®ad no cne 1e hane

+ €le the English-language narration. Kan

- of Beliing leaders whe were likely
pear on the screern. The broadeast .
was 3 sueeess. Tha: establisneg °

become z cultural megiator betweer tna

|
|
|
|
|
|

oFered her services. even though, raving
een brought tp in Cantozese. sk spoke

1o Mandarin. the most commean language -

in the People’s Republic and Taiwan, Nor
was she parizularly well versed in con-

temporzry Chinese Nisiory. Unralled.

she hoied up in her zpamment with 3
shelBul of reference »0eks angd a siack of
Chinese newspapers. memorizing photos

0 ap-

2 mv credibility with the Chiness,”
. She recalls.

Two mortks ater. Kan e
came the frst fareigner to sign 2
> Cantract 10 produce programs o0
- state-contrciied China Cenirg!
Television. Intrigued by China's
deiePrnination 10 modernize it
econamy. she asked herself, “Hau
can ™ey open themselves up o the
ourside world if they know nothing
aboul 177 The arpraach she devel-

eoces Witk g4 video prirmer thar
TAnges in subjec: matter from good
manners (“The Chinese have ‘ar-
gollen now "6 be coumesus’i (=
iree speech ("In Hyde Park any-
_one who has an cpinien ¢an voice

i

y the ime One Worid com-

pleted its first vear. she had.
with the melp of three turors. pe.
come Ruent in Mandarin. Ser.
haps mere imporan:. she had
lined up cnough guanxi, or zop-
nesuons. with well-placed ofi-
cials ¢ transform Yue-Sai Kan
Inc. inw 2 mini-conglomerata.
Besides publishing guidebooks
an< texibooks. ke firm produzes TV
specials on China that are also destined
for Zoreign avdizncas, “The more em-
Ous you are. ke easiar it is
Rings.” says Kan pragmaticaily

oped was ¢ presemt CCTV audi- .

e Jo .

One of those thirgs s an attempr (¢ -

two Chinzs. In 3 rezant 2kat with Vice
Premier Tian Jivun in 2 Beijing hall nor-
mally reserved for - siting heads of state.
she \was assurse 'hat the six-past series an

Taiwan she plans .z make for LS. .elevi- .

Sior 22r]y nextyear vil! Ye aljowed 10 rur.
uncensored. on CCTV. Sh2 has aisp se-

curee Beijing's endorsermert for 3 Fropos-

2l to the Taivan autherities to mount in

Taipei an unprecedented exnibitior of

muniand art and archasological (rea-
sures. “Gelting Taiwan ard China 1mnorn.



