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US CX)MMITMENTS 
for the 

FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE OH WOHEN 

I . THE IMPLEMENTATION PROCESS ITSELF 
• An Inter-Agency Task Force, operating out of the 

White House Office of Women's Outreach and I n i t i a t i v e s , w i l l 
d i r e c t a year-long process to begin implementation and 
develop a long-term plan. The U.S- delegation to the 
Conference, consisting as i t does of government and 
non-governmental people of wide geographic and demographic 
representation and expertise i n the Platform issues, w i l l 
serve as an advisory body to the Task Force. 

I I . ECONOMIC SECURITY INCLUDING BALANCING WORK AND 
FAMILY RESPONSIBILITIES: 

• Tlie Women's Bureau of the Department of Labor w i l l 
launch a campaign to s o l i c i t pledges from employer.^, 
organizations and community groups to make systemic changes 
in p o l i c i e s and practices i n the workplace to benefit women 
and t h e i r f a m i l i e s . 

• The Community Development Financial I n s t i t u t i o n s Fund 
of the Treasury Department w i l l inaugerate an annual 
Presidential Awards for Microenterprise Excellence and serve 
as coordinator of a new Federal Microenterprise I n i t i a t i v e . 

• The Agency for International Development w i l l launch 
new a c t i v i t i e s i n i t s Microenterprise I n i t i a t i v e and 
continue i t s support of microenterprise programming for 
women around the world. 

I I I . EQUALITY AND POWER-SHARING 
• The Agency for In t e r n a t i o n a l Development i s launching 

two mutually reinforcing i n t e r n a t i o n a l programs under an 
i n i t i a t i v e on Women's P o l i t i c a l P a r t i c i p a t i o n and Legal 
Rights. 

IV. THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF WOMEN WITH PARTICULAR EMPHASIS 
ON VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 

• The new o f f i c e on Violence Against Women at the 
Justice Department w i l l lead a comprehensive national e f f o r t 
to f i g h t domestic violence and other crimes against women by 
combining tough new federal laws with assistance to states 
and l o c a l i t i e s i n law enforcement, v i c t i m assistance, 
prosecutions and crime prevention. 

• The Administration reaffirms i t s commitment to obtain 
r a t i f i c a t i o n of the Convention on the Elimination of A l l 
Forms of Discrimination Against Women. 

V. HEALTH 
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I THE IMPLEMENTATION PROCESS ITSELF 

In keeping with both the provisions of the Platform for 
Action to be adopted at the Fourth World Conference on 
Women, the f i r m intention of the United States Government to 
promote the empowerment of women and advance t h e i r status, 
and the strong interest expressed by US non-governmental 
organizations concerning implementation, the United States' 
follow-up e f f o r t s include a year-long process to develop a 
comprehensive implementation plan u n t i l the year 2000. In 
addition, many specific steps w i l l be taken to put the 
Platform's words into action. 

This public/private partnership w i l l continue the 
process begun i n preparation for the Fourth World Conference 
-- a two-way communication that puts government and citi z e n s 
i n d i r e c t contact with each other to f a c i l i t a t e a plan for 
implementation. 

An Inter-Agency Task Force, operating out of the White 
House Office of Women's Outreach and I n i t i a t i v e s , w i l l 
dxrect implementation and follow-up efforts. The U.S. 
delegation to the Conference, consisting as i t does of 
government and non-governmental people of wide geographic 
and demographic representation and expertise in the Platform 
issues, w i l l serve as advisory body to the Task Force. 

The Task Force and Advisory, Committee on Implementation 
w i l l form sub-groups from t h e i r members plus other 
interested and relevant individuals to analyze the Platform 
recommendations and t h e i r relevance to the U.S., to conduct 
outreach to American women about the conference and t h e i r 
p r i o r i t i e s and recommendations, to explore mechanisms and 
processes for for continuing implementation at the federal 
l e v e l , to develop ongoing communications between government 
and young people to develop youth i n i t i a t i v e s , and to 
consider possible l e g i s l a t i v e action or reforms at the 
federal, state and local levels. 
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I . ECONOMIC SECURITY 

A. BALANCING WORK AND FAMILY RESPONSIBILITIES 

This month the Women's Bureau of the Department of 
Labor w i l l begin a year-long campaign to make work better 
for women and t h e i r f a m i l i e s . The Bureau w i l l s o l i c i t 
pledges from employers, organizations and community groups 
to make systemic changes i n p o l i c i e s and practices i n the 
workplace. These pledges w i l l be recognized i n a Working 
Women Count Honor Roll that the Bureau w i l l publicize i n 
order to encourage others to implement s i m i l a r changes. 

The changes w i l l f a l l under three broad categories: 

• IMPROVED PAY AND BENEFITS: especially health benefits, 
i n order to obtain economic security. For example, a group 
of small businesses w i l l c o l l e c t i v e l y purchase health 
insurance for employees and t h e i r f a m i l i e s ; a national 
non-profit organization, (an NGO), w i l l provide pro-rated 
sick leave to part-time and temporary employees. 

• WORK AND FAMILY: changes i n the workplace culture i n 
order to help balance work and family r e s p o n s i b l i t i e s . For 
example, a county public service organization w i l l o f f e r 
seed money for local groups to develop innovative c h i l d care 
services, -including care for children whose parents work 
nights and weekends; a school d i s t r i c t w i l l redesign i t s bus 
schedule to make i t easier for children to attend 
after-school c h i l d care programs, 

• INCREASED VALUE FOR WOMEN'S ?iORK: For example, a 
community foundation w i l l raise funds over three years to 
provide job t r a i n i n g for hundreds of infant/toddler c h i l d 
care providers. A professional association w i l l establish a 
jo b - t r a i n i n g scholarship fund for women re-entering the 
workforce. 

The campaign goal i s to obtain thousands of changes i n 
policy and programs that w i l l a f f e c t a m i l l i o n people. The 
target i s employers, businesses, state and local 
governments, unions, advocacy organizations and i n d i v i d u a l s . 
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B. MICROENTERPRISE: EXPANDING ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES 

Self-employment by American women i s growing at an 
unprecedented pace, and women constitute the great majority 
of Americans who gain access to credit through 
microenterprise lending. The United States w i l l take 
several key actions to further support self-employment and 
microenterprise development in our country. 

• The US Department of the Treasury has recently 
established the Community Development Financial 
I n s t i t u t i o n s (CDFI) Fund, w i l l help promote the 
development of micro-lenders and other f i n a n c i a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s dedicated to community development through 
f i n a n c i a l support, technical assistance and t r a i n i n g to 
micro-lenders. I t w i l l also i d e n t i f y and disseminate 
information on best-practice microenterprise assistance. 

President Clinton has asked the Secretary of the Treasury to 
undertake two additional programs to furt h e r enhance US 
microenterprise development: 

• The Treasury Department, through the CDFI Fund, w i l l 
help establish and run a new Presidential program to 
honor outstanding micro-lending organizations. In 
pub l i c i z i n g t h e i r achievements, the awards w i l l provide 
challenging benchmarks for microenterprise programs 
throughout the nation to use i n assessing t h e i r own 
e f f o r t s and in learning from well-performing peers. 

• The Treasury Department, through the CDFI Fund, w i l l 
serve as coordinator of a new Federal Microenterprise 
I n i t i a t i v e toensure coherence among the many 
microenterprise programs operating across a number of 
Federal agencies. This i n i t i a t i v e w i l l ensure that 
Federal funding e f f e c t i v e l y supports the growth and 
development of the microenterprise f i e l d . The Treasury 
Department, through the CDFI Fund, w i l l coordinate 
program requirements, work to standardize data 
c o l l e c t i o n and reporting, take steps to harmonize 
regulations where appropriate, i d e n t i f y complementary 
roles among programs, and explore the f e a s i b i l i t y of a 
one-stop shop for obtaining information on Federal 
microenterprise programs. 

• USAID's continuing commitment w i l l ensure a s i g n i f i c a n t 
level of agency support through i t s Microenterprise 
I n i t i a t i v e , with a continued focus on reaching women and 
the very poor. Highlights of t h i s strategy include a new 
$125 m i l l i o n Microenterprise Innovation Project, and 
promotion of high-level policy a t t e n t i o n to 
microenterprise through the new Consultative Group to 
Assist the Poorest (CGAP), managed out of the World Bank. 
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I I . EQUALITY AND POWER SHARING 

A. E»olitical Pa r t i c i p a t i o n and Legal Rights I n i t i a t i v e 

Women's legal status i s closely linked with t h e i r 
p o l i t i c a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n , and has an impact on t h e i r a b i l i t y 
to contribute to and benefit from economic and social 
progress. Yet l i m i t a t i o n on women's legal r i g h t s are 
widespread. To address these c r i t i c a l development issues, 
the Agency for International Development, USAID, i s 
launching a P o l i t i c a l P a r t i c i p a t i o n and Legal Rights 
I n i t i a t i v e . The I n i t i a t i v e w i l l consist of two d i s t i n c t but 
mutually rei n f o r c i n g programs for women around the world: 

A. WOMEN'S POLITICAL PARTICIPATION 

The goal of the Women's P o l i t i c a l P a r t i c i p a t i o n program 
is to increase women's access to and p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n 
p o l i t i c a l processes and elections i n both t r a n s i t i o n a l and 
consolidating democracies around the world. S p e c i f i c a l l y , 
the program w i l l provide assistance i n four areas which are 
c r i t i c a l to achieving t h i s goal: 

• P o l i t i c a l Leadership Training: Expected results 
include an increased number of women j o i n i n g p o l i t i c a l 
p a r t i e s , an increased number of elected women assuming 
leadership positions i n the l e g i s l a t i v e and executive 
branches of government, and an e f f e c t i v e use by 
p o l i t i c a l l y active women of t r a d i t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l tools 
such as eolation building, lobbying, p o l i c y analysis, 
and formation of women's caucuses. 

• Supporting Networking Among P o l i t i c a l l y active women 
and women's p o l t i c a l organizations: Specific objectives 
include the development of women's p o l i t i c a l 
organizations to t r a i n and support women candidates for 
public o f f i c e . Also, i n s t i t u t i o n a l support w i l l develop 
and strengthen f i n a n c i a l management c a p a b i l i t y , 
organizational structure, and democratic processes for 
decision-making and leadership selection. 

• c i v i c and Voter Education: Objectives include 
increased r e g i s t r a t i o n and voter p a r t i c i p a t i o n among 
women, and an increase i n the number of women serving on 
elec t o r a l commissions, working i n p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s , and 
pa r t i c i p a t i n g i n monitoring groups. 

• Technical Training and Leadership Services. Provision 
of such services, including through grants to indigenous 
NGOs i n p i l o t or experimental a c t i v i t i e s , w i l l 
strengthen women's p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the p o l i t i c a l 
process. 
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B. LEGAL RIGHTS INITIATIVE 

The Women's Legal Rights I n i t i a t i v e of USAID w i l l adopt 
a strategy to both develop knowledge and disseminate 
information regarding women's legal status; and b u i l d the 
capacity of NGOs, PVOs and other i n s t i t u t i o n s to implement 
corrective programs and actions. 

Women's legal r i g h t s are shaped by l e g i s l a t i o n , the 
ju d i c i a r y and community attitudes or customs. In some 
countries, women suffer from laws that discriminate against 
them. In many others, women's righ t s are not c l e a r l y 
addressed i n l e g i s l a t i o n and i t i s j u d i c i a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 
that results i n women's inequitable treatment. Local 
practices and be l i e f s also shape the level of acceptance and 
enforcement of women's legal r i g h t s . Thus the I n i t i a t i v e ' s 
research and capacity building e f f o r t s w i l l focus on each of 
these three key levels. 

• Research and Information Dissemination: This element 
of the program w i l l focus on supporting research and 
documentation e f f o r t s as a basis for i d e n t i f y i n g the highest 
p r i o r i t y legal r i g h t s issues a f f e c t i n g women, by region and 
at the country l e v e l ; determining at which levels the most 
severe obstacles to women's legal r i g h t s exist ( l e g i s l a t i v e , 
j u d i c i a l , community awareness/ acceptance); and i d e n t i f y i n g 
the types of program interventions that are most e f f e c t i v e 
i n producing changes i n women's legal status. Dissemination 
of findings w i l l be an i n t e g r a l part of a l l such a c t i v i t i e s 
including information exchange w i t h i n target countries and 
wit h i n target regions. Particular emphasis w i l l be placed on 
strengthening and development of.South-South networks to 
share lessons learned and best approaches. 

• NGO Capacity Building: Improving the capacity of the 
NGO community and that of other private sector organizations 
w i l l also be a focus of the program given t h e i r expanding 
role i n the design and implementation of development 
programs. A combination of program support and d i r e c t 
provision of technical assistance with i n s t i t u t u i o n a l 
development w i l l be available to support organizations that 
are s t r i v i n g to improve women's legal r i g h t s . 

Programs to be supported w i l l include those that 
strengthen women's legal l i t e r a c y ; integrate gender issues 
into law school c u r r i c u l a ; provide gender s e n s i t i v i t y 
t r a i n i n g to the j u d i c i a r y ; provide or support legal c l i n i c s ; 
engage i n d i r e c t policy dialogue with l e g i s l a t o r s to promote 
more equitable laws and p o l i c i e s ; and f a c i l i t a t e 
partnerships and networks across sectors. Collaboration 
between PVQs and NGOs, development and legal professionals, 
and women's groups and other organizaitons addressing 
women's legal r i g h t s w i l l be an important outcome of t h i s 
clement of the program. 
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I I I . Violence Against Women 

A. The Violence Against Women Off i c e 

Earlie r t h i s year President Clinton announced the 
creation of the Violence Against Women Office at the Justice 
Department, following the passage of the 1994 Crime B i l l 
which included the Violence Against Women Act. This new 
o f f i c e on Violence Against Women w i l l lead a comprehensive 
national e f f o r t to f i g h t domestic violence and other crimes 
against women. 

The e f f o r t w i l l combine tough new federal laws with 
assistance to states and l o c a l i t i e s to make real progress i n 
law enforcement, v i c t i m assistance, prosecutions and crime 
prevention. 

Through outreach, collaboration and public education 
i n i t i a t i v e s , the Office w i l l work to transform public 
attitudes towards these crimes and dispel the notion that 
acts of violence against women are private disputes not f i t 
for public scrutiny or legal judgment. 

The Director of the Office of Violence Against Women, 
working closely with an Advisory Council, w i l l bring broader 
public a t t e n t i o n to the problem of violence against women 
and on-going programs to prevent i t through meetings across 
the country with law enforcement and advocacy groups and 
through public appearances and media interviews. 

The Act provides for $1.6 b i l l i o n i n federal resources 
to be expended over the next six., years. This coming year the 
Office expects to devote about $200 m i l l i o n to the e f f r o t , 
concentrating on helping U.S. j u r i s d i c t i o n s across the 
country to establish specialized police and prosecution 
units for sexual and domestic violence and to enhance 
t r a i n i n g of police, prosecutors and judges and court 
personnel. 

Also the Office w i l l support the adoption of reforms and 
new procedures and regulations i n cases of crimes of sexual 
or domestic violence i n U.S. j u r i s d i c t i o n s that include: 

• ordering r e s t i t u t i o n for the v i c t i m ; 
• e s t a b l i s i n g r e g i s t r a t i o n systems for c h i l d molesters 
and other sexually v i o l e n t criminals and encouraging 
nationwide criminal h i s t o r y background checks for 
persons employed i n c h i l d care, disabled care and elder 
care positions 
• permiting evidence of the accused's h i s t o r y of 
commission of other sexual or domestic violence crimes 
introduced int o cases involving these such offenses; 
• ensuring c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y about the victim's address 
and whereabouts and about communications between victims 
and counselors, therapists and advocates. 
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B. ENFORCEMENT OF FREEDOM OF ACCESS TO CLINIC ENTRANCES ACT 

The United States has committed and continues to commit 
considerable resources to the enforcement by the Department 
of Justice of the Freedom of Access to C l i n i c Entrances Act 
of 1994, including the deployment of three p r i n c i p a l 
i n v e s t i g t i v e agencies — the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms and the 
Marshal's Service — as well as attorneys from the Criminal, 
C i v i l and C i v i l Rights Divisions. 

Ongoing task forces directed by U.S. Attorneys that 
include federal, state and local law enforcement o f f i c i a l s 
w i l l continue to develop plans to ensure security f o r 
reproductive health c l i n i c s . 

F i n a l l y , at the d i r e c t i o n of the Attorney General, the 
United States Marshal's Service w i l l continue to f a c i l i t a t e 
and coordinate communicaitons among c l i n i c s and federal, 
state and Icoal law enforcement o f f i c i a l s regarding 
p o t e n t i a l threats of violence. 

C. RATIFICATION OF THE CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL 
FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN 

The Administration has submitted i t s r a t i f i c a t i o n 
package to the Senate and reaffirms i t s commitment to make 
every e f f o r t to obtain i t s r a t i f i c a t i o n . 
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HEALTH 

(See attached raw, unedited and uncleared sheets from HHS 
Work in progress to be fine-runed next week.) 
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Health Commitments; 

Smoking Prevention among Children and Adolescents 

We are proposing a comprehensive and coordinated plan to reduce snnoking by 
children and adolescents by 50 percent. The plan would: 

* Prohibit sale of tobacco products to anyone under 18; 

* Require face-to-face sales - no vending machine or mall order sales; 

* Eliminate free samples, self-service displays, single clQarettes, and "kiddie 
packs.* 

* Ban outdoor adveaising vtrtthin 1,000 feet of schools and playgrounds; 

* Restrict to black-and-white, text only; 
* Outdoor ads 
* Magazines, newspapers with significant youth (under 18} readership. 

Significant readership means more than 15 percent or more than 2 
million. 

* In-store ads 

* Prohibit sale or giveaway of products like caps or gym bags that carry cigarette 
or smokeless tobacco product brand names or logos. Prohibit exchange of non-
tobacco products for proof of purchase of tobacco products. 

* Prohibit brand name sponsorship or sporting or entertainment events, but permit 
it in the corporate name; 

* Require Industry to fund $150 million/year educational campaign to prevent kids 
from smoking. 
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Health Commitments: 

Preventing Teenage Preynancv 

We will work to address the multiple factors that contribute to teenage 
pregnancy, our most serious social problem, by: 

• encouraging abstinence and personal responsibility for young men and 
women; 

• providing access to health and family planning services; 

• supporting health education in schools; 

• assisting youth in crisis situations; 

• providing positive activities for youth; and 

• researching and disseminating helpful infoimatioD about programs and 
approaches that work. 
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Health Commitments: 

HIV/AIDS 

We WiU pursue a pubUc poUcy agenda on HTV/AIDS specific to women, 
adolescents, and children by: 

. conducting behavioral research that is sensitive to the diveree needs of 
T m ^ d i f f e r e n t backgrounds and that examines factô ^ 

women's risk-taking and risk redurtion behavioT .̂ ""^^uendnE 
characterizing the role of social and community norms m Influenong 
risk behaviors; 

. identifying biological factors related to transmission and J^y^ 
in wSSi ttiese factors can be modified to prevent or reduce the nsk of 
HIV transmission; 

. conducting prevention research that defines which interventions are 
most relevant to women; 

. supporting research to develop female controlled prevention methods, 
induding barrier methods and microbicidea: 

. continuing research to better understand the natural Wstory of HIV 
infection L women and related medical problems and d«velqpmg 
Raiments to improve survival and quality of life for women with HIV 
infection; 

. supporting integrated senices tor HIV infected women "omen at 
riTfoVSicti^ to accommodate their multiple roleB and faimly needs, 

and 

. mounting culturaHy appropriate public information campaigns 
and at the community level to increase women's a^^eness of 

HIV infection and ways they can protect themselves. 
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Hsalth Commitments: 

ContraceDtlva Reaeareh and Devalopment 

We v i l l continue to oonduct and fund contraceptive research and 
development, vith special emphasis on: 

* nicrobioides, which provide a chonical barrier to 
conception and viral infection; 

* developing and testing nev non-latex condons; 

* bonaonal implants, including variations in both the 
contraceptive conpound and the delivery aechanisB; 

* immuno-contraception, involving the production of a 
contraceptive vaccine that v i l l induce antibodies in 
either males or females to block some aspect of the 
reproductive process; and 

* Mifepristone (RU-486}, inoluding i t s potential use for 
medical abortion, contraception, Cushington's Syndrome, 
endometriosis, meningioma and breast cancer. 
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Health Commitments: 

Hflslth PfomgTl^" Disease Prevention 

in «HHit-.on to working toward hoalth care reform by seelcing changes to improve 
L ; ^ a ' y in i r h ^ r s y s t e r n and curtail health spending we w,.l connnue to 
address the hearth needs of women through such initiatives as. 

* The National Action Plan on Breast Cancer a P^^^ -̂̂ jJ^^^^ /̂X^^^^^^^^ 
working with all .gencies of government, the Congress the Whhe House. 

the media, scientific organizations, advocacy ̂ ' '^^^L^^' l '^^^l^^^^^ of 
advance breast heahh and eradicate breast cancer as a threat to the Uves 

American women. 

* New Frontiers in Breast Cancer Imaging, an ^^^[^\^ 
mechanisms through which defense, space, and ^ ^ l ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ L s r W 
technologies can be used to develop more accurate methods for the early 
detection of breast cancer. 

* The Mammography Quality Standards Act (MQSA). New regulations 
(effective October 1, 1994} establish quality standards on e^^jP^^'^^; 
personneL and record keeping, and a certificate system for ^ ^ J ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ " ^ 
10.000 U.S. facilities that perform mammography and Interpret ^^^- ^ ^ 
pu;pose of these regulations Is to ensure quality mammoflfaphy. which Is 
essential for early diagnosis of breast cancer. 

* Expansion of the National Breast and Cervical Cancer Ef^'V detection 
Program that will ensure that every woman for whom it deemed 
appropriate receives regular screening for_breast and cervicaJ <=a"<̂ f 
p ? o Z fotlow-up If necessary, and certainty that the tests ^reperformed in 
accordance with current recommendations for quality assurance This 
nXnaTprog^m brings critical breast and cervical cancer screenlnfl services 
"o undeserved women, particularly women of low income, rac.al/ethnic 
minorities, and older women. 

* inclusion of Women in Clinical Trials, which '"^'^j'f ̂ ^'H Q^idelines thai 
ensure that women are represented in all areas of^^e^^^Y funded 
biomedical research and FDA guidelines that specify the °^ 
analyzing safety and efficacy of data with respect to race, age and gender 
•for new drugs and devices. 

* The National Women's Health Clearinghouse, which HHS is developing with 
DoD is a state-of-the-art toll free health information telephorje line (1-800 4 
WOMEN) to disseminate a broad range of women's health-related 
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« -«,T, uiihlch orovides screening for 
. Expansion of the Infertility ' " ^ ' t v ^ n t S n f ^ H l t v emong women In the 

chlamydia, the leading cause of Pff^^;'™ country in a l.m,ted 
US. m 199S this program was estaoiisnm 

basis. 
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Health Commitments: 

Qipmr Wnman 

We will continue to address the health needs of older women 
through such initiatives asx 

* an educational campaign to encourage women who are over 
65 years of age to use their mammograpby screening 
benefit covered by Medicare; 

* developing and coordinating the f i r s t nationwide, 
nulti-^'audience, osteoporosis education campaign; 

* the NIH Women's Health initiative, the largest clinical 
resezirch study ever conducted in eitiher men or women 
with over 40 States now participating, examines the 
major causes of death, disability and frailty in post­
menopausal women: heart disease, breast and colon 
cancer, and osteoporosis — DHHS will commit $628 
million, over 15 years to complete this study; 

* the HHS Initiative on Older Woman, which informs the 
public about the many challenges faoing older americans 
and promote individual and community action to meet the 
needs of older Americans; and 

* follow-up to the White House Conference on Aging and 
the Healthy Women 2000 Conferenoe on Menopause and 
Related Health Issues. 



THE D E P A R T M E N T OF 

THE PRIME MINISTER AND CABINET 

TaX^MOf* (09) l m 

A PROPOSAL FOR A CONFERENCE OF COMMITMENTS 

At CSW38 Australia put forward a proposal that the Fourth World Conference 
on Women be an action orientated conference of cnmniltmenti. The proposal waj 
agreed to at CSW38 in Resolution 38/10 (Copy attached). 

The Concept is quite simple, but not in line with usual UN practice. 

The idea is that countries go to Beijing and not only agree to the Platform for 
Action but ftjrther to specify a couple of actions which they arc prepared to 
commit to within ilic tontext the 11 critical areas cf concern and within the 
framework of their own national priorities and budgets. 

For example A coimtry might commit to increasing literacy for wom«n from say 
15% to a target of 25% by the year 2000. Another countiy might choose to make 
ft commiimeiii of trying to reach a target of 33% of women In Parliament by the 
year 2000 Another may choose to work toward ratifying CEDAW or removing 
reservations they have to CEDAW by the year 2000. The options are endless and 
are chosen by individual countries to meet their own needs and priorities. 

We do not necessarily mean commitments should te financial, we mean 
commitments to a change io policy, program and attitudes. 

Countries are ir. a good position to moke commitments of priority given 
preparations of their national reports to the UN and through preparations for 
regional conferences. 

Copies of Ms Kathleen Townsend's letter to Mn Mongella explaining the concept 
and Mri Mongella's response are attached for information. 



Let us begin by working together on cominitments. We 
would l i k e your input on turning words into actions. I f 
possible, t r y to be visionary, innovative and r e a l i s t i c at 
the same time. We are not anticipating that new resources 
w i l l be made available for these commitments. 

We welcome your ideas on l e g i s l a t i o n , p o l i c i e s , events, 
programs and processes that would enhance the status of 
women i n the United States and that would r e l a t e to the 
recommendations of the Platform. 

The Platform addresses twelve c r i t i c a l areas: 

• The effects of poverty on women 
• Access to education and t r a i n i n g 
• Access to appropriate health care and n u t r i t i o n 

through the complete lifespan 
• Violence against women 
• The advancement of peace, promotion of c o n f l i c t 

resolution and impact of armed c o n f l i c t on women 
• Economic opportunities for women, including ways to 

balance of work and family r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 
• Sharing i n power and decision-making between men and 

women at a l l levels 
• I n s t i t u t i o n s and mechanisms to promote the 

advancement of women 
• The human righ t s of women 
• The role of the media regarding- the image and status 

of women 
• Women and the environment 
• Discrimination against g i r l s 

Examples of recent initiatives that relate to the 
Platform that can serve as models for future commitments 

• The Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 
• Freedom of Access to C l i n i c Entrances Act of 1994 
• Department of Justice's new Domestic Violence unit 

that was established as a result of the 1994 Violence 
Against Women Act. 

• Establishment of o f f i c e of Deputy Assistant Secretary 
for Women's Health at HHS 

• The Women's Bureau of the Department of Labor's 
recent "Women Count" survey of working women 

• The establishment of the Glass Ceiling Commission at 
the Department of Labor 

• The increase i n presidential appointments of women, 
in general and at senior level 

• The recent policy change at INS that allows 
consideration to be given to women who base t h e i r claims for 
asylum wholly or in part on gender. 



USAID 

U.S. AGENCY FOR 

INTERNATIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT 

August 21, 1995 

0//icc of 

(he Adminisrralor 

MEMORANDUM FOR: The First Ladv 

FROM: Carol Lanc^J^ ,̂̂ ^!?!^ 

SUBJECT: Women's Political Participation and 
Legal Rights Initiative 

I wanted to bring you up to date on the initiatives that the U.S. Agency for 
Intemational Development (USAID) has been developing that are relevant to the Beijing 
Conference and will be ready to be announced there. 

It is increasingly well recognized that economic and social progress will remain 
daunting - not only for women, but for developing nations as a whole - if women are 
denied equal legal status and lack a clear voice in public decision making. To respond to 
this challenge, USAID has developed a Women's Political Participation and Legal Rights 
Initiative. The Initiative recognizes that: 

• While on paper most women around the world enjoy the right to vote, a web 
of cultural, social, legal, economic, and educational constraints often inhibit 
their actual political participation. 

• Women's legal status is closely linked to their political participation, yet 
limitations on women's legal rights are widespread. Globally, restrictions on 
women's ownership of land and other property are common, making women 
less able to invest, borrow, and otherwise be economically productive. 
Moreover, women's ability to marry, divorce, conduct a wide variety of 
transactions, and even -- in some instances - participate in family planning 
programs, is also often legally constrained and subject to the approval of male 
family members or guardians. 
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• Enforcement of women's legal rights is often lax: intimidation and violence are 
often used to discourage women's legal claims and disenfranchise women. 

USAID's initiative will consist of two distinct, but mutually reinforcing, programs to 
address these concems: political participation and legal rights. 

Women's Political Pailicipation 

The goal of the Women's Political Participation program is to increase women's 
access and involvement in both elections and ongoing political activities in emerging 
democracies around the globe. Specifically, the program will provide assistance in four 
areas critical to achieving this goal: 

• Leadership Training: Efforts will include support to women candidates and 
newly elected officials. Through this support, women's abilities to build a 
base of political power and to conduct political, legislative and other 
govemmental activities will be enhanced. 

• Nerworldng: Supporting networks among politically active women is the 
second integral component of the program. This will enable women who are 
already active in politics to share their valuable experiences and ideas with 
other women leaders. The initiative will support women's political 
organizations which engage and empower other women and which help to 
build networks in support of women's participation. 

• Civic Educanon: Activities will include support for long and short-term 
programs involving civic education for women, particularly for groups that 
have traditionally been marginalized. Civic education will result in increased 
knowledge and awareness among all women about their political and legal 
rights and responsibilities and increased registration and voter participation 
among women. 

• Technical Training. The achievement of the program's goal also requires the 
provision of technical services which will strengthen women's participation in 
the political process. These activities may include a small grants program to 
support indigenous nongovemmental organizations in pilot or experimental 
activities, as well as general institutional support, research and studies. 



Women's Legal Rights 

While a number of effective programs have been put in place to facilitate women's 
awareness of their legal rights, much greater capacity is required to adequately address the 
widespread problem of women's legal status. Equitable enforcement of women's legal rights 
necessitates the strengthening of nongovernmental organizations, academic institutions and 
other organizations that facilitate linkages between communities and the state, encourage a 
more participatory decision making process, and demand greater accountability from 
govemmental institutions. 

The Women's Legal Rights program will both develop knowledge and disseminate 
information regarding women's legal status and build the capacity of organizations and 
institutions to bolster those legal rights. The Initiative's research- and capacity-building 
efforts will focus on three key areas: legislative issues, the judiciary, and community 
attitudes and customs with regard to women's legal rights. It is clear that discriminatory 
laws, judicial interpretation and local practices all shape the level of acceptance and 
enforcement of women's legal rights in the developing world. The initiative will undertake 
important programs in: 

Research and Information Dissemination: This will support research and 
documentation as a basis for identifying the highest priority legal rights issues 
affecting women to determine the most severe obstacles to women's legal rights 
(legislative, judicial, community awareness/acceptance). These programs will also 
identify the types of program interventions that are most effective in improving 
women's legal status. 

Nongovernmental Organization Capacity Building: Improving the capacity of 
nongovemmental organizations will be cmcial as these organizations are given an 
expanding role in the design and implementation of development programs. A 
combination of program support and technical assistance will be available to support 
organizations that are striving to improve women's legal rights. These programs will 
include those that strengthen women's legal literacy, integrate gender issues into law 
school curricula, provide gender sensitivity training to the judiciary, provide or 
support legal clinics, engage in direct policy dialogue with legislators to promote 
more equitable laws and policies, and facilitate partnerships and networks across 
sectors. 

We believe the Women's Political Participation and Legal Rights Initiative will make 
an important contribution to the goals expressed in Cairo, Copenhagen and those that will 
come out of Beijing. 



It is our hope that you may be able to announce this Initiative if you go to Beijing. I 
am sure you have heard all the arguments, pro and con, repeatedly for attending the 
Conference. Our view at USAID is that women's issues are urgent and compelling 
throughout the World and your presence would call attention to them in a way that no other 
person's would. It should be possible to do that without appearing to give approbation of 
any kind to the Chinese govemment's human rights, nuclear or other objectionable policies. 
Indeed, your being there could bring even more attention to the human rights failures ~ 
especially as they affect women ~ of the govemment of China and perhaps serve to bring 
about a more rapid amelioration in those policies. 

Please let me know if you need further information about this Initiative or any other 
of our programs before your departure. 
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UN OFFICIALS 

Fawzi Hamad AL-SULTAN KUWAIT 
President. International Fund for 
Agricultural Development (IFAD) 
(since January 1993) 

Fmancial expert... joined World Bank in mid-1980s, served as , 
receiving cuncni post... has worked for Intemational Fmancial Advisers KSC (1981-84). Bank of 
Kuwait and the Middle East (1971-81). Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development (1966-69. 
1971-77)... earned B.A. in economics from American Univcreity of Beinit, M.A. m economics 
from Yale during the 1960s... speaks EngUsh... married, has three children... age 50. 

Jose Julio AYALA Lasso ECUADOR 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(since February 1994) 

Career diplomat... Ecuador's Peraianenl Representative to the UN (1989- Febniary 1994). led UN 
woricing group that organized Human Rights Commission and also chaired UN Security CouncU 
affairs committee... has served as Minister of Foreign Relations (1977-79). subsecrctary of 
Foreign Relations (1975-76). director general of territorial sovereignty (1974-75)... Ambassador 
to Belgium. Luxembourg. EC (1979-83). Peni (1983-89)... during 1961-74 was posted to Japan, 
Taiwan. South Korea. Peni. Italy... studied at CathoUc and Central Unlvereities in Quito. Louvain 
University in Belgium... holds graduate degrees in poUtlcal and social sciences, economics, 
international law. canon law... speaks English... married, has four chUdren... age 63. 

Boutros BOUTROS-GHALI EGYPT 
Secretary General, UN 
(since January 1992) 

Fomier Egyptian Minister of State for Foreign Affaire (1977-May 1991). Deputy Prime Minister 
for Foreign Affaire (May-December 1991)... academic background... member of Cairo Univcreity 
faculty during most of 1949-77. chairman of poUtical science department in 1970s... has written 
over 10 books on international law, poUtical science... studied in 1940s at FacuUy of Law of Cairo 
University, University of Paris... holds diplcxnas in pubUc law. economics. poUtical science, Ph.D. 
in intemational law... was a Fulbright scholar at Columbia University in 1950s... speaks EngUsh 
... married... age 72. 

Maurico DE MARIA Y CAMPOS MEXICO 
Director General, UN Industrial 
Development Organization (UNIDO) 
(since April 1993) 

Expert on technology transfer and economic development... served briefly as deputy director 
general in charge of UNIDO's Industrial Operations Department before assuming current post... 
served as member of Special Advisory Group to director general of UNIDO during 1986-92 ... was 
director general of fiscal promotion for Mexican Fmance Secretariat during 1979-86 ... execudve 
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UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES 

Biography 
Mr0. Oertructo Mongdili 

secraiary^aanerai 
Fourth World Conference on Women 

Mre. Gertrude Mongella. 9 « « ^ « ^ « " « ^ ^ ^ l L ^ ^ S n % ° ^ S ^ f S ' S women le a Tiruanian has served her oojntry ^ distinction m the Itews or 
education, national We end at the Intemational level. 

H«r appdntrnMH by Un»ed Netlon* Gowetary-O-neral Boutroe B<>utfo»<3h«li In 
OecembJ ? t o ^ Secretariat for the CcXeoce on Wome^^ Qjven htĵ a 
unique^portunrty to ehape future International action for development and for the 
promotion of equality, development and peace. 

Mre. Monaella'e career hae had three dletlnot phaeoe - beglnnlnjj in education 
foliov̂ ng her graduation from the Unlvereity College, ^^tTM*'**^^ I J ^ S ^ r Z 
educauon. She became a teacher ana waa later an Inspector of secondary and teacher 
training oollegee. 

Sha then wwit ir*o public lift and In 1076. booan^ a member of the East African 
Leglslallve Aaeembly. Sine than, the haa held eeveral ̂ <'';)«*» '̂»'P«*'*'°?»' 
b2ng Mlnleter of State responsible tor Women's Affairs In aodjUon she was â so m^mr 
Of S x l s . Natural Resources and Tourism from 1985 to 1987 and WWs^ VJt t^ 
Portfolo In the PreaJdonl's Offlce from 19ff7 to 1991. M« Mongelle has twen a member 
of the Central and Natlonai Executive Committee of the ruling political porty In Tonzonia 
and from 1982 to 1W1 was Head of the Sodal Senrtces Department at party 
he«dquarters. 

Al the end on991. Mrs. Mongella was appointed High Commissioner to India. 
tJuring the pravloua ten years, Mre. Mongella had repraeontcd her oountry at numerous 
tnten̂ ational meetings eonferenoes, seminars and worteehops. PWĵ terly on iiwu^ 
relatina to women and to devilopmeni and the environment în 1885, at ttie WorW 
ConfeiVioe to Review and Appraise the Achievements cf the United Nations Pscade for 
Woman. haM In NalroW. Mra. Mongalla w«» th« Chiirman ofiha African group and Vlca 
Chainnan of tha Conferenoe. 

In 1998, Mrs. Mongella was Tanxanla's representative on the Commission on tt» 
Status Of Women and led a delegation to present the country's report to the Oommlttee 
on the ERmlnatlon of Discrimination Againat Women In 1990. ^ ^ V , 
participated in an Expert Group Meeting on Women In PoMcal and Decision Making 
PoeWons. whl(*i was held In Vienna. Sho had served for three years from 1990 to 1993 
as a member of the Board of Truelees oi INSTRAW • the UN International Reeearch and 
Training Inetltute for the Advancement of Women. 
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Mre. Mongella has maintained an Interest In giobsi environment Issues and 
attended the World Women's Congress for a Healthy Planet in 1991 in Miami, Florida as 
well u the Global Asiembly on Women and the Environment wNch preceded ft. She 
also partldpatsd In the Confsrance on the Supportive Environment for Heahh in 
9undevell, 6wedon In loei. 

$lnoe taking up her UN appointment in 1993, Mrs. Mongella has been undertaking 
extensive consultations VM\ Heads of Government and senior onvemment offidale, 
8ttendk>g regional preparatory oonfarencei and meeting with NGO's who wil be 
attending tfte Conference from 4 to 16 September and the NQO Forum scheduled for 
30 August to 8 September 1899. 

(b)(6)«: ; Mrs. Mongella Is married and has four children. 
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"THE WORLD OF WOMEN" 
Interviews with Influential Women from Around the World 

A 13-Part Radio Series (13 programs x approx. 30:00 each) 

Program HI: Gertrude Mongella, Tanzania 
Secretary-General ofthe UN Fourth World Conference on Women 

Produced bv the Population Reference Bureau 
1875 Connecticut Avenue,'NW, Suite 520 • Washington. DC 20009 • USA 

202/483-1100 (tel) • 202/328-3937 (fax) 

MARLOW: WELCOME TO "THE WORLD OF WOMEN," A SERIES OF CONVERSATIONS WITH INFLUENTIAL 
WOMEN FROM AROUND THE WORLD ON THEIR LIFE AND TIMES. TODAY'S GUEST IS MRS. 
GERTRUDE MONGELLA. SHE'S SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS FOURTH WORLD 
CONFERENCE ON WOMEN. SHE IS FROM AFRICA, FROM TANZANIA. 

MRS. MONGELLA RECEIVED A DEGREE IN EDUCATION FROM THE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE IN 
DAR ES SALAAM, TANZANIA, AND SPENT THE EARLY PART OF HER CAREER AS A TEACHER. 
IN 197 5, MRS. MONGELLA BECAME A MEMBER OF THE EAST AFRICA LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY. SINCE THEN, SHE HAS HELD SEVERAL MINISTERIAL POSITIONS, INCLUDING 
MINISTER OF STATE RESPONSIBLE FOR WOMEN'S AFFAIRS AND MINISTER OF LANDS, 
NATURAL RESOURCES, AND TOURISM. 

MRS. MONGELLA HAS BEEN A MEMBER OF THE CENTRAL AND NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE OF THE RULING PARTY IN TANZANIA, AND FROM 1982 TO 1991 WAS HEAD OF 
THE SOCIAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT AT PARTY HEADQUARTERS. THROUGHOUT THIS PERIOD, 
MRS. MONGELLA REPRESENTED HER COUNTRY AT NUMEROUS INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS AND 
CONFERENCES. IN 1985 SHE SERVED AS CHAIR OF THE AFRICAN GROUP AND VICE CHAIR 
OF THE CONFERENCE FOR THE UNITED NATIONS THIRD WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN HELD 
IN NAIROBI, KENYA. IN DECEMBER OF 1992, MRS. MONGELLA WAS APPOINTED BY THE 
UNITED NATIONS SECRETARY-GENERAL BOUTROS BOUTROS-GHALI TO HEAD THE SECRETARIAT 
FOR THE U.N. FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN. 

HERE TO TALK WITH GERTRUDE MONGELLA IS OUR HOST FOR 
SHELLY CRYER. 

'THE WORLD OF WOMEN, 

CRYER: MRS. MONGELLA, WELCOME AND THANK YOU FOR JOINING US TODAY. YOU BEGAN YOUR 
CAREER AS AN EDUCATOR. WHAT FIRST DREW YOU TO THIS PROFESSION? 

MONGELLA: I l i k e d teaching. I s t i l l l i k e teaching, and I t h i n k t h i s was one of the 
professions I dreamt of even when I was a k i d , although i t ' s t r u e also t h a t 
f o r many women, t h a t was the only opening at t h a t time. Most women would go 
i n t o education. 

CRYER: WHAT WAS YOUR FIRST JOB OUT OF COLLEGE? 

MONGELLA: Out of col l e g e i t was teaching i n those teacher t r a i n — i n a teacher t r a i n i n g 
c o l l e g e . So I enjoyed t r a i n i n g people t o be teachers, although sometimes they 
turned out t o be b e t t e r teachers than myself. So t h a t gave me a l o t of 
s a t i s f a c t i o n , t o see t h a t people whom I had t r a i n e d t o be teachers had i n f a c t 
e x c e l l e d and had become the best of teachers. 

And nowadays when I meet them, I r e a l l y f e e l so s a t i s f i e d when I meet the 
teachers I t r a i n e d , I meet the teachers I worked w i t h , and I meet the students 
of my teachers. So i t i s q u i t e a noble career, a career which r e a l l y gives 
you some p r a c t i c e on leadership because, you know, i n order t o be a teacher 
you must have the leadership q u a l i t i e s — you must be p a t i e n t , you must be 



ready t o share the knowledge you have. And I t h i n k — I r e a l l y admire 
teachers i n the — I r e a l l y — I'm a r e a l teacher [ i n a u d i b l e ] . 

CRYER: WERE TEACHERS RESPECTED IN TANZANIA AT THE TIME? 

MONGELLA: Very much respected. That's why the f i r s t President of the United Republic of 
Tanzania, because he was a teacher by pr o f e s s i o n , maintained h i s name today, 
Mwalimu. You are always c a l l e d Mwalimu, which means "teacher." I n Tanzania 
when you are teachers, you don't r e f e r t o your names, i f your colleagues and 
your f e l l o w teachers used t o c a l l yourselves Mwalimu, Mwalimu, Mwalimu. And 
Mwalimu J u l i u s Kambarage Nyerere, a c t u a l l y — some people t h i n k Mwalimu i s h i s 
name, but i t ' s h i s t i t l e of being a teacher. And I t h i n k t h a t also gives us 
some p r i d e i n Tanzania t h a t once you're a teacher, you're c a l l e d — i t ' s the 
only p r o f e s s i o n where you r e f e r t o y o u r s e l f i n your t i t l e s as Mwalimu. Maybe 
w i t h a doctor, but other professions you can't c a l l y o u r s e l f "Engineer" a l l 
the time, but i n teaching, even your students do r e f e r t o you as Mwalimu. 

CRYER: IN THE LATE 1960s AND EARLY 1970s, WHAT TYPE OF EDUCATION DID GIRLS RECEIVE IN 
TANZANIA? 

MONGELLA: I t was very much b a s i c a l l y l i m i t e d t o primary school education and some 
secondary school. Very few o p p o r t u n i t i e s were there f o r g i r l s f o r secondary 
school. 

For example, the secondary school I went t o was one of the th r e e secondary 
schools e s t a b l i s h e d by the Maryknoll S i s t e r s from the United States i n order 
t o prepare the g i r l s i n p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the development of the n a t i o n . And 
i t has r e a l l y proven t h a t those secondary schools are the ones which t r a i n e d 
g i r l s who f i n a l l y went t o u n i v e r s i t y and who f i n a l l y got i n t o p o l i t i c a l and 
decision-making p o s i t i o n s . 

So t h i s time when I went t o u n i v e r s i t y i n the '70s, i t was a r a r e o p p o r t u n i t y . 
Few people r e a l l y — few women went t o the u n i v e r s i t y . I t h i n k by t h a t time 
we had i n the popula t i o n of the u n i v e r s i t y , I mean less than t h r e e percent of 
the u n i v e r s i t y were women. And i n c i d e n t a l l y , from the i s l a n d I come from, I 
was the f i r s t woman t o get t o the u n i v e r s i t y . 

CRYER: INTERESTING. TODAY, TANZANIA HAS HIGH LITERACY RATES BUT THERE'S STILL A 
SIGNIFICANT GAP BETWEEN THE LITERACY RATES OF BOYS AND GIRLS. WHAT ARE SOME 
EXPLANATIONS FOR THIS GAP? 

MONGELLA: The explanation i s the p o i n t we s t a r t e d o f f , because during the c o l o n i a l 
period the boys were the ones who were taken t o school. So when we got 
independent, the government t r i e d t o bridge the gap by b r i n g i n g u n i v e r s a l 
primary education. But you s t i l l — p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y you had — among the 
i l l i t e r a t e people, you had more women than men. So the c l o s i n g of the gap was 
one of them. 

But nowadays, t h a t gap, the l i t e r a l gap which we have, i s not due t o t h a t 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n because i t ' s no longer t h e r e , t h a t we have reached a l e v e l 
where a l l c h i l d r e n , boys and g i r l s , have t o go t o school by law up t o — they 
have t o remain i n school f o r seven years. So i t only happens t o those who 
drop out f o r some reason, e i t h e r e a r l y pregnancy or lack of school fees or 
because they are mentally retarded and you have nothing t o do about i t , but 
otherwise we have reached a u n i v e r s a l primary education, which has r e a l l y done 
q u i t e a l o t t o empower women, because I t h i n k people should r e a l l y consider 
f i r s t of making sure t h a t everybody goes t o school, and t h a t ' s the s t a r t i n g 
p o i n t . 



CRYER: YOU MENTIONED THE PROBLEM OF EARLY PREGNANCIES. 
EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS? 

WHAT'S YOUR POSITION ON SEX 

MONGELLA: A c t u a l l y , i n A f r i c a we do have sex education t r a d i t i o n a l l y . I'm j u s t 
s u r p r ised when people t a l k about sex education, because i n A f r i c a the c h i l d 
grows, you are l e a r n i n g a l l the time, and at every stage of l i f e you are t o l d 
knowledge which you should be knowing. So when — maybe when you t a l k about 
sex education i n schools, t h a t ' s a d i f f e r e n t t h i n g , but i n A f r i c a you cannot 
claim not t o have what we c a l l sex education. Maybe we r e f e r i t more 
honorably " l i f e — f a m i l y l i f e education." That's how we c a l l i t i n Tanzania, 
and t h i s same education which r e a l l y gives — i t ' s given at the r i g h t time 
w i t h the r i g h t people. I t ' s not supposed t o be given by everybody. That's 
the q u a l i f i c a t i o n we giv e . And t h a t makes people comfortable because even 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y , not everybody marched in_and s t a r t e d teaching t h i s sex 
education. 

So I t h i n k — I have an opin i o n t h a t i f people could be assured, i f parents 
could be assured, t h a t t h e i r k i ds are being taught sex education by the r i g h t 
people, people who care about — they're t h i n k i n g of the parents, they care 
about the t h i n k i n g of the c h i l d r e n , they are s e n s i t i v e about values, I t h i n k 
t h a t would be not a hot debate, because t h a t ' s what we are used t o i n A f r i c a . 

CRYER: MRS. MONGELLA, HOW HAS YOUR LIFE BEEN DIFFERENT FROM YOUR MOTHER'S LIFE? 

MONGELLA: Very d i f f e r e n t . Very d i f f e r e n t . F i r s t of a l l , the f a c t t h a t I went t o school 
up t o u n i v e r s i t y . My mother i s i l l i t e r a t e , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , and — but she's 
j u s t b a s i c a l l y l i t e r a t e . And she l i v e d an ordi n a r y v i l l a g e l i f e . I mean, she 
l i v e s an or d i n a r y v i l l a g e l i f e searching f o r water, l o o k i n g f o r firewood, a 
task which I've done, and am s t i l l doing, when I go home. I j u s t came back 
from Tanzania and you cannot a f f o r d not t o do i t when you go t o the v i l l a g e 
because you have t o s t i l l look f o r water and look f o r firewood. So we share. 
I mean, she's d i f f e r e n t , but we s t i l l share some type of l i f e when we are 
together. 

But the other d i f f e r e n c e i s my capacity t o decide. I t h i n k I'm more i n a 
p o s i t i o n t o make a de c i s i o n w i t h i n my f a m i l y , t o share decision-making, than 
she d i d , although my mother i s q u i t e a very strong woman. She — I could see 
her since I was a k i d making a l o t of decisions. But I t h i n k the type of her 
power t o make a de c i s i o n and mine i s completely d i f f e r e n t . 

The s i m i l a r i t y i s also the the c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the f a m i l y , the economic l i f e 
of the f a m i l y . My mother d i d c o n t r i b u t e as a farmer and she d i d a l o t of 
c o n t r i b u t i o n . She worked a l l the time, maybe more than I do. 

And the other d i f f e r e n c e i s t h a t maybe I'm i n a d i f f e r e n t p o s i t i o n when i t 
comes t o t a k i n g care of the f a m i l y and the c h i l d r e n because when I was born, 
I'm sure my mother d i d n ' t have the nappies and the diapers but I had an 
opp o r t u n i t y t o take care of my c h i l d r e n w i t h nappies, and sometimes I used t o 
say, "What d i d my mother do witho u t her nappies? What d i d my mother do 
without e l e c t r i c i t y — g e t t i n g up at n i g h t , t a k i n g care of me?" I mean, 
sometimes I do wonder how she made us surv i v e . How d i d she manage? How d i d 
she manage being clean when -- and then having t o feed a l l these babies by 
growing food w i t h the hand hoe, processing i t , cooking i t , having t o do 
everything? I do admire her. 

CRYER: YOU ARE THE MOTHER OF FOUR CHILDREN AND YOU HAVE ONE DAUGHTER? 



MONGELLA: Yes. 

CRYER: HOW DO YOU THINK YOUR DAUGHTER'S LIFE WILL BE DIFFERENT FROM YOURS? 

MONGELLA: I'm not very sure. I t h i n k the next generation, the d i f f e r e n c e they're going 
t o face i s — p a r t i c u l a r l y i n my own country i s the breakdown of the s o c i a l 
support system. My daughter, I wonder whether she's going t o get the same 
support from the extended f a m i l y , because I can see a l o t of changes. People 
are moving i n t o c i t i e s ; they are no longer as close. I mean, the closeness i s 
being reduced. But when I — f o r example, when I got my -- j u s t s t a r t e d 
having my babies, when I'm expecting, everybody's expecting — my f a t h e r - i n -
law, my mother-in-law, the neighbors and everything, and you get t h a t s o c i a l 
support and there you get the babies not a l l yours; i t belongs t o everybody. 
And I wonder i f my daughter i s going t o get t h a t type of s o c i a l support. So 
she has t o get a d i f f e r e n t l i f e a l l together, a l i f e where you depend on 
yo u r s e l f more than the s o c i a l network i n the community i n which you l i v e . 

MARLOW: A REMINDER NOW THAT YOU'RE LISTENING TO "THE WORLD OF WOMEN," A SERIES OF 
CONVERSATIONS WITH INFLUENTIAL WOMEN FROM AROUND THE WORLD. WITH US TODAY IS 
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN, 
MRS. GERTRUDE MONGELLA. HERE ONCE AGAIN IS OUR PROGRAM HOST, SHELLY CRYER. 

CRYER: MRS. MONGELLA, WHAT DO YOU THINK ARE THE MOST IMPORTANT DECISIONS THAT CAN BE 
MADE AT THE UNITED NATIONS FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN? 

MONGELLA: The most important decisions must take i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n some p r i n c i p l e s . 
One, the p r i n c i p l e t h a t women are human beings w i t h r i g h t s and 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . And t h a t ' s what has been l a c k i n g . We have never been 
considered as equal human beings, and t h a t ' s why we are s t r u g g l i n g , and 
B e i j i n g i s a l l about t h a t . 

The second p r i n c i p l e i s t h a t women — women's advancement must be taken i n the 
l i f e cycle, from childhood — a c t u a l l y from before b i r t h , because we do have 
cases where even fetuses, female fetuses, are being d i s c r i m i n a t e d from the 
womb, so i t ' s from the womb t o o l d age, t h a t whatever happens t o the c h i l d 
from the e a r l i e s t time can have a very great e f f e c t on the a d u l t woman. 

For example, i f I take my own case, suppose I never went t o school; would I 
ever have been Secretary-General of the Fourth World Conference? So t h a t 
d e c i s i o n at my e a r l y age of my parents t o educate me r e a l l y determines my — 
determined my l i f e . So t h i s i s why i t ' s important t o look a t the l i f e of a 
woman — childhood, youth, adulthood, u n t i l o l d age. 

And there's another section, I t h i n k — I t h i n k one stage of l i f e where people 
are not concentrating enough i s the youth, because sometimes they s k i p i t . 
They — we tend t o ignore the youth. We don't even take care of the 
s t a t i s t i c s . We have the i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y r a t e . Who has recorded the youth 
death and the causes as much as we've recorded the c h i l d r e n ' s death and the 
mother's death? 

So these are some of the t h i n g s , the connection. Now, i f you lose so many 
people at t h a t stage — f o r example, now we are l o s i n g them out of accidents, 
drugs, AIDS. Now, i f we lose them, how do you expect t o have a strong group 
of a d u l t women? So we need — and i f an adult woman i s not employed and does 
not gain the pay and the pension which would allow her t o enjoy the o l d age. 
I t does also a f f e c t these o l d women. You cannot take care of the aging i f you 
di d n ' t take care of them when they were adult women. So these are t h i n g s 
which — t h i s i s another p r i n c i p l e . 



The other p r i n c i p l e i s t h a t women are not homogeneous. We are not a l l the 
same, even i n the same country. So t h i s also must be taken i n t o 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n , t h a t even when we are n e g o t i a t i n g i n B e i j i n g , we should respect 
each other's p o i n t of view. 

For example, when I came t o New York someone t o l d me t h a t — "Mrs. Mongella, 
can you encourage the women of the north t o breast feed?" But a f t e r I stayed 
here f o r a week, I said i f I had been here, I wouldn't even dare produce one 
c h i l d , because, you see, your own problem, i t becomes a problem of your own; 
how can I commute i n the t r a i n when I have a baby? How can I continue 
working, because the s o c i a l support system here does not guarantee a woman t o 
r e a l l y work and also t o take care of the family? 

So t h i s , then -- i f t h a t -- I have t o appreciate why people have maybe one 
c h i l d i n t h i s place. But at the same time, i n Tanzania I do appreciate when 
women want t o have more -- I mean, as many c h i l d r e n as po s s i b l e , because you 
can see sometimes t h a t so many women die of di a r r h e a , so many women d i e of — 
so many c h i l d r e n d i e of measles and a l l these diseases, although UNICEF now 
has stepped i n q u i t e s t r o n g l y t o immunize c h i l d r e n . But t h i s woman, i n order 
t o convince her t o have less c h i l d r e n , you must guarantee the c h i l d ' s 
s u r v i v a l . 

So i f you — these are j u s t a few examples where I'm j u s t t a k i n g a simple 
example of t h a t women are not homogeneous, but they have the same problem. We 
j u s t s t a r t e d from the beginning t h a t the r e c o g n i t i o n of t h e i r r i g h t s as human 
beings who have r i g h t s and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . I f t h a t i s done, then i t w i l l be 
done w i t h i n the context of each na t i o n . 

CRYER: IS THERE A SPECIFIC MARK YOU HOPE TO LEAVE PERSONALLY ON THE CONFERENCE? 

MONGELLA: Yes. 

CRYER: AND WHAT IS THAT? 

MONGELLA: A woman, a mother, a teacher, a diplomat, and a p o l i t i c i a n . 

CRYER: YOU HAVE STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE OF NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS IN WOMEN'S 
ISSUES. HOW DO YOU COMPARE THE ROLE OF GOVERNMENTS TO THE ROLE OF 
NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS? 

MONGELLA: Each of them has a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and an a c c o u n t a b i l i t y . The government has 
i t s own r o l e i n o r g a n i z i n g s o c i e t y , i n making sure t h a t t h e re i s law and 
order, and making sure t h a t there i s enough i n f r a s t r u c t u r e f o r s u r v i v a l of 
human beings, where the NGOs have a r o l e of p u t t i n g together people w i t h the 
same i n t e r e s t s , based on common i n t e r e s t , and they do also have a mechanism of 
en r i c h i n g the people without much bureaucracy. So wh i l e the NGOs are r e a l l y 
based on i n t e r e s t , the government i s responsible f o r everybody and responsible 
of making sure t h a t there i s development i n the country. And I t h i n k 
sometimes we should not confuse t h a t governments can replace NGOs and NGOs can 
replace governments. I t h i n k they should have a complementary r o l e . 

CRYER: YOU HAVE ALSO SAID TO WOMEN, "WE MUST STOP TREATING OURSELVES AS INVITEES ON 
THIS PLANET." WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? 

MONGELLA: You know, when I p a r t i c u l a r l y s t a r t e d g e t t i n g i n t o p o l i t i c s , t h a t ' s when I 
s t a r t e d recognizing more and more the way we t a l k e d w i t h a language f o r --
" l e t us — women should be incorporated, women should p a r t i c i p a t e , women" • 



t h i s language which seems as i f a woman i s at a c e r t a i n corner or has j u s t 
come i n and must be accommodated. You see, everybody's t r y i n g t o see how t o 
accommodate women i n formal employment, how t o accommodate women i n education, 
how t o accommodate women — as i f we are being accommodated i n t o a system 
which i s not ours. 

Worse s t i l l , when you come t o employment. When I became Ambassador, the 
system was t a i l o r e d f o r males, so when I went t o I n d i a , then Ambassador, you 
could see the meetings of diplomats' wives, and they wondered where my husband 
i s going t o f i t i n . So I d i d i n f l u e n c e them t o say "spouses;" i n case he 
wanted t o go, he had the r i g h t t o go i n t o those meetings. So you could see 
t h a t even i n t h a t d i p l o m a t i c l i f e I was an i n v i t e e . 

And then when you come i n t o the c u l t u r e of management, we have so few women 
t h a t i t ' s become tokenism. You don't belong t h e r e ; t h e r e f o r e , the few who can 
make i t , you put them there and you watch them so c a r e f u l l y . We watch the 
presidents or the prime m i n i s t e r s who are women as i f they have j u s t dropped 
from the moon. But even the treatment — there's j u s t l o t of r e j e c t i o n i n t o 
these areas t h a t you always f e e l t h a t are we i n v i t e e s , or do we belong here? 

And I t h i n k now we must s t r u g g l e t o say, "We belong here." So we are s e t t i n g 
t h i n g s r i g h t . Things had gone wrong. They had marginalized us, they had 
d i s c r i m i n a t e d us, and the r u l e s , the c u l t u r e s , have put us i n t o a p o s i t i o n 
t h a t we look as i f we are i n v i t e e s and we have t o be accommodated and we have 
t o knock at the doors. And sometimes, f o r example, i n p o l i t i c s you knock on 
the door, you get i n t o the room; the question i s , do you want t o maintain t h a t 
room the way i t i s because i t was much t a i l o r e d f o r women, or do you want t o 
make sure t h a t t h a t room i s changed and t h a t you belong i n t h a t room? 

CRYER: HOW HAVE YOU FELT DISCRIMINATION IN YOUR OWN LIFE? 

MONGELLA: I f e l t i t i n many ways. As black, I f e l t i t , and I s t i l l experience i t . At 
a i r p o r t s you f i n d t h a t because I'm black, no one t h i n k s I'm a Secretary-
General even when I put out my passport and my i d e n t i t y . They look, a t a i r ­
p o r t s , j u s t i n case I'm j u s t a black, and t h a t ' s a f a c t we have t o l i v e w i t h . 

And then I'm d i s c r i m i n a t e d as a woman. I mean, f o r someone who has had a l o t 
of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , at l e a s t the one on women I can f i g h t i t easier than the 
one on black because i t ' s s u b t l e r . I t ' s put i n a way t h a t you cannot 
sometimes see — I cannot — you cannot ob j e c t t o i t . People pretend i t ' s the 
r u l e s , but you see how i t ' s being applied. Why should I be stopped from the 
plane and demanded a passport where my colleagues, who are white, are not 
being demanded? And t h a t ' s not an immigration p o l i c y , you see? 

So you see these t h i n g s happen i n our l i v e s , and f o r us, we are f i g h t i n g — 
sometimes I do f i g h t double d i s c r i m i n a t i o n as a woman and as a black. But 
when I'm i n Tanzania, f o r t u n a t e l y I don't have t o be s u f f e r i n g as a black. 
That's the only c o n s o l a t i o n . I t ' s only when I'm outside Tanzania when I f e e l 
being d i s c r i m i n a t e d as black. 

CRYER: TANZANIA IS A LARGE AND VERY DIVERSE COUNTRY. CAN YOU DESCRIBE FOR US, 
THOUGH, AN AVERAGE DAY FOR A TYPICAL WOMAN IN TANZANIA? 

MONGELLA: A day which I t h i n k most of the time has an average of 16 hours i n the 
m a j o r i t y of women. I t ' s g e t t i n g a l i t t l e lower, but not so much. The woman 
gets up e a r l y i n the morning, runs t o get water, and then comes t o prepare the 
meal. For example, nowadays w i t h the kids going t o school, she must get up t o 
make sure t h a t the kids eat, who also have t o run maybe a few kilometers t o 



get t o t h e i r schools. And then she continues the farming, the work i n the 
farm, which sometimes i s about a few kilometers away from home. 

So the woman i n Tanzania i n the r u r a l — e s p e c i a l l y i n the r u r a l area i s 
b a s i c a l l y a woman who works out of the house. So I have been wondering when 
people s t a r t debating about whether t o work i n the house or outside the house, 
and I say, " I wish the women i n r u r a l Tanzania would work i n the house," 
because they are always working outside the house and way f a r away from the 
house, away from t h e i r c h i l d r e n who are sometimes subjected t o t a k i n g care of 
themselves q u i t e e a r l y i n l i f e . 

So t h i s i s no more a l i f e of a Tanzanian woman. F o r t u n a t e l y , a f t e r 
independence t h e r e i s so much p o l i t i c a l consciousness, the woman i n Tanzania 
makes a dec i s i o n of the votes and the person — the people who go i n f o r 
e l e c t i o n s s t a r t by lobbying women's votes. Now, I hear — t h i s year we have 
e l e c t i o n s -- and women have said they're going t o vote f o r candidates who at 
le a s t are conscious about the s i t u a t i o n of women. That's t h e i r e l e c t i o n 
manifesto. 

CRYER: ARE THERE MANY WOMEN IN PUBLIC OFFICE? 

MONGELLA: Yes, we do. Fo r t u n a t e l y we do. And we d i d st r u g g l e t o make i t a p o i n t t h a t 
i n our c o n s t i t u t i o n at l e a s t a minimum of 25 percent of leaders a t l o c a l 
government are women and 15 percent at the National Assembly are women. 

So we have made at l e a s t an advancement as f a r as t h a t i s concerned, and 
t h a t ' s what brought me t o the p o i n t when I s t a r t e d o r g a n i z i n g the conference. 
What i s development? Why does the development — f o r example, i f you look at 
the r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of women i n Parliament around the world, you f i n d t h a t 
Tanzania, a r e c e n t l y developed country, has the same percentage of some b i g 
nations which have developed and t h e r e f o r e i t c a l l s again when we go t o 
B e i j i n g we must also address ourselves i n our consciousness of what 
development means. I t does not necessarily mean t h a t i t ' s t he end of every 
problem of women. We have t o continue s t r u g g l i n g i n a d i f f e r e n t s t r u g g l e , 
t h a t apart from t h a t development, we also have t o include other f a c t o r s which 
w i l l r e a l l y b r i n g about the advancement of women and r u l e out t h a t f a c t of 
women being i n v i t e e s on the pla n e t . 

CRYER: CERTAIN REGIONS OF TANZANIA HAVE BEEN DEVASTATED BY AIDS AND RIGHT NOW MORE 
WOMEN ARE INFECTED BY AIDS THAN MEN IN TANZANIA, I BELIEVE. WHAT'S THE HUMAN 
FACE OF AIDS IN TANZANIA? 

MONGELLA: A c t u a l l y , AIDS as we see i t , not only i n Tanzania a c t u a l l y ; t h e r e are some 
other areas which have been more a f f e c t e d than even Tanzania, because i n 
Tanzania q u i t e e a r l y , according t o our p o l i c i e s , we do take care of our 
people. We worked hard, and I p a r t i c i p a t e d very s t r o n g l y i n the m o b i l i z a t i o n 
of people towards AIDS. 

But i f we take the cases, the areas, some areas e s p e c i a l l y i n the northwest on 
the lake zone, because I t h i n k i t borders the other c o u n t r i e s — Uganda and 
Zaire and a l l these co u n t r i e s which also have the e a r l y spread of AIDS, you 
f i n d t h a t as we went along, l i k e any other part of the wo r l d , you found t h a t 
AIDS s t a r t e d t o show us the i n e q u a l i t i e s between men and women, the 
v i c t i m i z a t i o n of women, the sexual harassment i n women. So t h i s way 
co n d i t i o n s which women experience a l l the time, but when AIDS came, i t d i d 
demonstrate t h a t we thought t h i s was s o c i a l phenomena but they also become — 
I mean, they can a f f e c t the l i v e s of women t o the extent of even dying. 



So AIDS i n women i s a r e s u l t of m a r g i n a l i z a t i o n , economic — lack of economic 
power, and p a r t i c u l a r l y poverty and ignorance which we are going t o f i g h t i n 
B e i j i n g , t h a t we must make sure t h a t women have education, enough education, 
to allow them t o get i n f o r m a t i o n . 

CRYER: MRS. MONGELLA, THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR JOINING US. 

MONGELLA: THANK YOU. 

MARLOW: YOU HAVE BEEN LISTENING TO "THE WORLD OF WOMEN," A SERIES OF CONVERSATIONS 
WITH INFLUENTIAL WOMEN FROM AROUND THE WORLD. WITH US TODAY HAS BEEN THE 
SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN, MRS. 
GERTRUDE MONGELLA. 

"THE WORLD OF WOMEN" WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE POPULATION REFERENCE BUREAU IN 
WASHINGTON, DC. THE PROGRAM HOST FOR THIS PROGRAM IS SHELLY CRYER. THIS IS 
MIKE MARLOW. THANK YOU FOR JOINING US, AND WE LOOK FORWARD TO HAVING YOU WITH 
US FOR THE NEXT PROGRAM IN THIS SERIES, "THE WORLD OF WOMEN." 
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PATRICIA B. LICUANAN 

Dr. Patricia B. LICUANAN was appointed Philippine Representative to the United 
Commission on the Status of Women (UNCSW) in 1989. In 1990-1992, she served as Chair 
of the Asia Group and Vice Chairperson of lhe Commission. She also chaired task forces for 
tho Group of 77. She has chaired a number of consultations at the Commission one of them 
being the consultation on the title and theme of the 1995 World Conference on Women resulting 
in a resolution which has since been implemented. Al the UNCSW, Dr. Licuanan has played 
an active leadership role both formally and infoiroally and has been involved in negotiating 
consensus for sensitive resolutions. (^^^^^^ c:̂ y-,̂ _._-o^ .̂o- .--^ c _ . j - > . — . 

Dr. Licuanan served as Chairperson (1987-1992) of the National Commission on the Role 
of Filipino Women (NCRFW), the national machinery for women in the Philippines. During 
her term as Chair the 1>ICRFW developed and launched the Philippine Development Pl?Ji for 
Women (PDPW) and set up the necessary mechani.sms for implementation in government 
departments and agencies. She headed the Philippine delegation to the ASEAN Women's 
Programme (AWP) for many years and was Chair of the AWP from 1987 to 1990. As 
Philippine Representative to the AWP, she conceptual!/.ed and introduced major projects ir such 
areas as family violence, slatisUcs and indicators on women, gender sensitivity training for 
ASEAN and setting up and strengthening of national machineries on women. She also prepared 
guidelines for the implementation of the Declaration on the Advancement of Women in the 
ASEAN Region. Dr. Licuanan has represented her country at international meetings and is a 
member of several international meetings and is a member of several iniemalional networks. 
As a social scientist she has conducted research and v/ritten papers on Women in Development. 

Dr. Licuanan is a highly respected s<x;ial scientist and professional. She is Professor of 
P.sychology at the Ateneo de Manila University where she is also currently Academic Vice 
P)-esident. A specialist in the field of Social Psychology, she does teaching, researoh and 
cc»nsultancy in the areas of Social Change. Human Fac tors in Development and Human Resource 
Development with a sp(x:iric interest in Women in Development. Aside from academe ai»d the 
education sector, she works closely with government, non governmental organizations, and UN 
af;encies. 
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UNCLAS SECTION 01 OF 02 ROME 012015 

STATE FOR G/CS, 10 AND EURAA/E 
BEIJING FOR FWCW DELEGATION 

FROM EMBASSY | | H | i i / M E S S A G E NO. 245/95 

E.0.12356: N/A 

TAGS: KWMN, PHUM, SOCI, PREL, PREF, UN, CH, VT 
>UBJECT: POPE CALLS FOR SUCCESSFUL FWCW AND COMMITS 

CHURCH TO "SPECIAL OPTION" FOR GIRLS AND 
YOUNG WOMEN IN EDUCATION, BA^ICJiEALIfcLCARE— 

-POPE^IOHN-PAytrtrTOLD THE i | p » i f S DELEGATION TO 
THE FWCW AUG 29 THAT HE HOPED FOR A SUCCESSFUL CONFERENCE 
THAT WOULD "GUARANTEE ALL THE WOMEN OF THE WORLD 
•EQUALITY, DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE', THROUGH FULL RESPECT 
FOR THEIR EQUAL DIGNITY AND FOR THEIR INALIENABLE HUMAN 
RIGHTS, SO THAT THEY CAN MAKE THEIR FULL CONTRIBUTION TO 
THE GOOD OF SOCIETY." THE POPE ALSO RECALLED HIS RECENT 
PRONOUNCEMENTS FOCUSED HOLY SEE POSITIONS AND CATHOLIC 
CHURCH TEACHING "ON THE DIGNITY, RIGHTS AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF WOMEN IN TODAYS SOCIETY: IN THE 
FAMILY, IN THE WORKPLACE, IN PUBLIC LIFE." 

2. RESPONDING TO THE UNSYG'S REQUEST FOR CONCRETE 
COMMITMENTS BY BEIJING PARTICIPANTS TO IMPROVEWOMEN'S 
CONDITIONS, THE POPE ANNOUNCED THAT THE S U l R l i l l 
COMMITMENT WOULD TAKE THE FORM OF A SPECIAL "OPTION IN 



COMMITMENT WOULD TAKE THE FORM OF A SPECIAL "OPTION IN 
FAVOR OF GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN" IN EDUCATION AND BASIC 
NUTRITION AND HEALTH CARE. THE POPE'S COMMITMENT IMPLIES 
CHANGES IN POLICY AND PRACTICE ON BEHALF OF GIRLS AND 
YOUNG WOMEN IN THE MANY THOUSANDS OF EDUCATIONAL AND 
BASIC HEALTH CARE FACILITIES THAT THE CHURCH OPERATES 
AROUND THE WORLD, ESPECIALLY IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

4. THE COMPLETE TEXT OF THE POPE'S REMARKS IN THE 
ORIGINAL ENGLISH FOLLOWS: 

(BEGIN TEXT OF POPE'S REMARKS) 

AS YOU PREPARE TO LEAVE FOR BEIJING, I AM HAPPY TO MEET 
YOU, THE HEAD OF THE DELEGATION OF THE HOLY SEE TO THE 
FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN, AND THE OTHER MEMBERS 
OF THE DELEGATION. THROUGH YOU, I EXTEND MY BEST WISHES 
AND PRAYERS TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE CONFERENCE, 
TO THE PARTICIPANT NATIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS, AS WELL AS 
TO THE AUTHORITIES OF THE HOST COUNTRY, THE PEOPLE'S 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA. 

MY WISHES ARE FOR THE SUCCESS OF THIS CONFERENCE IN ITS 
AIM TO GUARANTEE ALL THE WOMEN OF THE WORLD "EQUALITY, 
DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE", THROUGH FULL RESPECT FOR THEIR 
EQUAL DIGNITY AND FOR THEIR INALIENABLE HUMAN RIGHTS, SO 
THAT THEY CAN MAKE THEIR FULL CONTRIBUTION TO THE GOOD OF 
SOCIETY. 

OVER THE PAST MONTHS, ON VARIOUS OCCASIONS, I HAVE DRAWN 
ATTENTION TO THE POSITIONS OF THE HOLY SEE AND TO THE 
TEACHING OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH ON THE DIGNITY, RIGHTS 
AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF WOMEN IN TODAYS SOCIETY: IN THE 
FAMILY, IN THE WORKPLACE, IN PUBLIC LIFE. I HAVE DRAWN 
INSPIRATION FROM THE LIFE AND WITNESS OF GREAT WOMEN 
WITHIN THE CHURCH THROUGHOUT THE CENTURIES WHO HAVE BEEN 
PIONEERS WITHIN SOCIETY, AS MOTHERS, AS WORKERS. AS 
LEADERS IN THE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL FIELDS, IN THE CARING 
PROFESSIONS AND AS THINKERS AND SPIRITUAL LEADERS. 

THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE UN HAS ASKED THE NATIONS 
PARTICIPATING IN THE BEIJING CONFERENCE TO ANNOUNCE 
CONCRETE COMMITMENTS FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE CONDITION 
OF WOMEN. HAVIMG LOOKED AT THE VARIOUS NEEDS OF WOMEN IN 
TODAY'S WORLD, THE HOLY SEE WISHES TO MAKE A SPECIFIC 
OPTION REGARDING SUCH A COMMITMENT: AN OPTION IN FAVOR OF 
GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN. THEREFORE, I CALL ALL CATHOLIC 
CARING AND EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS TO ADOPT A CONCERTED 
AND PRIORITY STRATEGY DIRECTED TO GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN, 
ESPECIALLY TO THE POOREST, OVER THE COMING YEARS. 



IT IS DISHEARTENING TO NOTE THAT IN TODAYS WORLD, THE 
SIMPLE FACT OF BEING A FEMALE, RATHER THAN A MALE, CAN 
REDUCE THE LIKELIHOOD OF BEING BORN OR OF SURVIVING 
CHILDHOOD; IT CAN MEAN RECEIVING LESS ADEQUATE NUTRITION 
AND HEALTH CARE, AND IT CAN INCREASE THE CHANCE OF 
REMAINING ILLITERATE AND HAVING ONLY LIMITED ACCESS, OR 
NONE AT ALL, EVEN TO PRIMARY EDUCATION. INVESTMENT IN 
THE CARE AND EDUCATION OF GIRLS, AS AN EQUAL RIGHT, IS A 
FUNDAMENTAL KEY TO THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN. IT IS FOR 
THIS REASON THAT TODAY: 

--1 APPEAL TO ALL THE EDUCATIONAL SERVICES LINKED TO THE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH TO GUARANTEE EQUAL ACCESS FOR GIRLS, TO 
EDUCATE BOYS TO A SENSE OF WOMEN'S DIGNITY AND WORTH, TO 
PROVIDE MORE POSSIBILITIES FOR GIRLS WHO ARE 
DISADVANTAGED, AND TO IDENTIFY AND REMEDY THE REASONS WHY 
GIRLS DROP OUT OF EDUCATION AT AN EARLY STAGE; 

--1 APPEAL TO THOSE INSTITUTIONS WHICH ARE INVOLVED IN 
HEALTH CARE, ESPECIALLY PRIMARY HEALTH CARE, TO MAKE 
IMPROVED BASIC HEALTH CARE AND EDUCATION FOR GIRLS A 
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CHURCH TO "SPECIAL OPTION" FOR GIRLS AND 
YOUNG WOMEN IN EDUCATION, BASIC HEALTH CARE 

HALLMARK OF THEIR SERVICE; 

- I APPEAL TO THE CHURCH'S CHARITABLE AND DEVELOPMENT 
ORGANIZATIONS TO GIVE PRIORITY IN THE ALLOCATION OF 
RESOURCES AND PERSONNEL TO THE SPECIAL NEEDS OF GIRLS; 

- I APPEAL TO CONGREGATIONS OF RELIGIOUS SISTERS, IN 
FIDELITY TO THE SPECIAL CHARISM AND MISSION GIVEN TO THEM 
BY THEIR FOUNDERS, TO IDENTIFY AND REACH OUT TO THOSE 
GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN WHO ARE MOST ON THE FRINGES OF 
SOCIETY, WHO HAVE SUFFERED MOST, PHYSICALLY AND MORALLY, 
WHO HAVE THE LEAST OPPORTUNITY. THEIR WORK OF HEALING, 
CARING AND EDUCATING, AND OF REACHING TO THE POOREST IS 
NEEDED IN EVERY PART OF THE WORLD TODAY; 



NEEDED IN EVERY PART OF THE WORLD TODAY; 

- I APPEAL TO CATHOLIC UNIVERSITIES AND CENTERS OF 
HIGHER EDUCATION TO ENSURE THAT, IN THE PREPARATION OF 
FUTURE LEADERS IN SOCIETY, THEY ACQUIRE A SPECIAL 
SENSITIVITY TO THE CONCERNS OF YOUNG WOMEN; 
--1 APPEAL TO WOMEN AND WOMEN'S ORGANIZATIONS WITHIN THE 
CHURCH AND ACTIVE IN SOCIETY TO ESTABLISH PATTERNS OF 
SOLIDARITY SO THAT THEIR LEADERSHIP AND GUIDANCE CAN BE 
PUT AT THE SERVICE OF GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN. 

AS FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST, WHO IDENTIFIES HIMSELF WITH 
THE LEAST AMONG CHILDREN, WE CANNOT BE INSENSITIVE TO THE 
NEEDS OF DISADVANTAGED GIRLS, ESPECIALLY VICTIMS OF 
VIOLENCE AND A LACK OF RESPECT FOR THEIR DIGNITY. 

IN THE SPIRIT OF THOSE GREAT CHRISTIAN WOMEN WHO HAVE 
ENLIGHTENED THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH THROUGHOUT THE 
CENTURIES AND WHO HAVE OFTEN CALLED THE CHURCH BACK TO 
HER ESSENTIAL MISSION AND SERVICE, I APPEAL TO THE WOMEN 
OF THE CHURCH TODAY TO ASSUME NEW FORMS OF LEADERSHIP IN 
SERVICE AND I APPEAL TO ALL THE INSTITUTIONS OF THE 
CHURCH TO WELCOME THIS CONTRIBUTION OF WOMEN. 

I APPEAL TO ALL MEN IN THE CHURCH TO UNDERGO, WHERE 
NECESSARY, A CHANGE OF HEART AND TO IMPLEMENT, AS A 
DEMAND OF THEIR FAITH, A POSITIVE VISION OF WOMEN. I ASK 
THEM TO BECOME MORE AND MORE AWARE OF THE DISADVANTAGES 
TO WHICH WOMEN, AND ESPECIALLY GIRLS, HAVE BEEN EXPOSED 
AND TO SEE WHERE THE ATTITUDE OF MEN, THEIR LACK OF 
SENSITIVITY OR LACK OF RESPONSIBILITY MAY BE AT THE ROOT. 

ONCE AGAIN, THROUGH YOU, I WISH TO EXPRESS MY GOOD WISHES 
TO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE BEIJING 
CONFERENCE AND TO ASSURE THEM OF MY SUPPORT, AS WELL AS 
THAT OF THE HOLY SEE AND THE INSTITUTIONS OF THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH, FOR A RENEWED COMMITMENT OF ALL TO THE GOOD OF 
THE WORLD'S WOMEN. 

(END TEXT OF POPE'S REMARKS) 
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SUBJECT: UNITED NATIONS FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN 
-- f i n a l request f o r demarche 

REF: (A) 95 STATE 171929, (B) 95 STATE 158733 

fo r USREP ICAO, NESCO, FODAG, UNEP 

1. SUMMARY. DURING THE INFORMAL NEGOTIATING SESSION FOR 
THE FOURTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON WOMEN (FWCW) IN NEW YORK, 
A SIDE DISCUSSION ON HEALTH ISSUES WAS CONDUCTED WITH 
MONSIGNOR MARTINSIDE. BOTH THE USG AND THE HOLY SEE 
REQUESTED ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR IDEAS FOR 
REMOVING BRACKETS BE EXCHANGED PRIOR TO ARRIVING IN 
BEIJING. THIS CABLE OUTLINES SEVERAL USG SUGGESTIONS ON 
HOW TO REMOVE BRACKETS IN THE HEALTH SECTION OF THE 
PLATFORM FOR ACTION (PFA) FOR THE FWCW. POST IS 
REQUESTED TO USE THIS GUIDANCE IN DISCUSSING HEALTH 
ISSUES WITH HOLY SEE REPRESENTATIVES. PARAGRAPH 16 OF 

S MESSAGE INCLUDES KEY POINTS FOR USE AS AN AIDE 
3IRE. END SUMMARY. 

ACTION REQUESTED 

2. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO APPROACH HOST GOVERNMENTS AND 



USE THE TALKING POINTS AT PARAGRAPH 7 TO ELICIT THE 
GOVERNMENT'S THINKING ON THE ISSUES IN THE PLATFORM FOR 
ACTION WHICH REMAIN TO BE NEGOTIATED. WE ARE 
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN FINDING AREAS OF COMMON 
AGREEMENT. PLEASE SLUG CABLE FOR G/CS AND INCLUDE USUN 
' YORK AND EMBASSY BEIJING AS ADDRESSEES. PLEASE ALSO 

EMBER TO USE THE KWMN TAG. 

HEALTH 

3. AS DESCRIBED REFTEL B, THE PRIMARY USG OBJECTIVE IS 
TO PROMOTE THE ADVANCEMENT AND EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN, AND 
TO REAFFIRM AND BUILD ON THE COMMITMENTS MADE AT OTHER 
IMPORTANT UN CONFERENCES. WOMEN PLAYED VITAL, 
PARTICIPATORY ROLES IN THESE CONFERENCES, AND MANY ISSUES 
OF CONCERN TO WOMEN WERE ADDRESSED AT THESE CONFERENCES. 
ENSURING THE EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN IN EVERY SOCIETY IS 
ESSENTIAL TO SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. 

4. ISSUES RELATED TO HEALTH ARE THE LEAST NEGOTIATED 
BECAUSE THEY WERE PUSHED TO THE END OF THE MARCH PREPCOM 
AND WERE NOT ADDRESSED DURING THE SUMMER INFORMALS. WE 
WERE SUCCESSFUL, HOWEVER, IN EXPANDING THE SECTION TO 
ADDRESS A LIFESPAN APPROACH TO WOMEN'S HEALTH AS WELL AS 
A WIDE RANGE OF HEALTH ISSUES. THE LANGUAGE IN BRACKETS 
IS PRIMARILY CONSENSUS LANGUAGE AGREED TO IN 1994 AT THE 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
(ICPD). DURING THE PREPCOM, IT SEEMED THAT GENERALLY THE 
G-77 WAS STANDING BEHIND THE AGREEMENTS ON ISSUES SUCH AS 

•PRODUCTIVE AND SEXUAL HEALTH, REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS, 
AFE ABORTION AND CONDOMS, BUT THE HANDFUL OF COUNTRIES 

WHICH TOOK RESERVATIONS AT THE ICPD HAVE NOT YET BEEN 
WILLING TO ACCEPT THE LANGUAGE FOR THE FWCW. THE UNITED 
STATES DOES NOT INTEND TO PUSH FOR LANGUAGE ON WHICH WE 
WERE UNABLE TO AGREE AT THE ICPD, BUT PLACES A HIGH 
PRIORITY ON REAFFIRMING ITS COMMITMENT TO THE AGREEMENTS 
ACHIEVED AT THE ICPD, MANY OF WHICH ARE FUNDAMENTAL TO 
WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT. 

5. AT THE ICPD, A GREAT DEAL OF TIME WAS SPENT 
NEGOTIATING BROADLY ACCEPTED LANGUAGE ON PARENTAL 
INVOLVEMENT WITH ADOLESCENT HEALTH SERVICES. 
UNFORTUNATELY, THAT LANGUAGE IS NOT INCLUDED IN THE DRAFT 
PFA, AND INSTEAD MORE THAN 2 0 REFERENCES USING 
NON-CONSENSUS LANGUAGE ON PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT (SOME OF 
WHICH ARE ENTIRELY ILL-PLACED) ARE INCLUDED IN THE DRAFT 
PLATFORM. WE WOULD RECOMMEND THE INCLUSION OF THE ICPD 
CONSENSUS PARAGRAPH 7.4 5 IN THE SECTION ON HEALTH, AND 
REMOVING THE ADDITIONAL PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT REFERENCES 
THAT ARE IN BRACKETS. FOR YOUR INFORMATION, THE ICPD 
LANGUAGE FOLLOWS: 

"RECOGNIZING THE RIGHTS, DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF 
PARENTS AND OTHER PERSONS LEGALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR 

DESCENTS TO PROVIDE, IN A MANNER CONSISTENT WITH THE 
.VING CAPACITIES OF THE ADOLESCENT, APPROPRIATE 

D±KECTION AND GUIDANCE IN SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE 
MATTERS, COUNTRIES MUST ENSURE THAT PROGRAMS AND 
ATTITUDES OF HEALTH-CARE PROVIDERS DO NOT RESTRICT THE 
ACCESS OF ADOLESCENTS TO APPROPRIATE SERVICES AND THE 
INFORMATION THEY NEED, INCLUDING ON SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED 
DISEASES AND SEXUAL ABUSE. IN DOING SO, AND IN ORDER TO, 



INTER ALIA, ADDRESS SEXUAL ABUSE, THESE SERVICES MUST 
SAFEGUARD THE RIGHTS OF ADOLESCENTS TO PRIVACY, 
CONFIDENTIALITY, RESPECT AND INFORMED CONSENT, RESPECTING 
CULTURAL VALUES AND RELIGIOUS BELIEFS. IN THIS CONTEXT, 
COUNTRIES, SHOULD, WHERE APPROPRIATE, REMOVE LEGAL, 
'"'GULATORY AND SOCIAL BARRIERS TO REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH 

ORMATION AND CARE FOR ADOLESCENTS." 

6. THE US SUPPORTS INCLUDING LANGUAGE OPPOSING COERCIVE 
REPRODUCTIVE PRACTICES, SUCH AS FORCED STERILIZATION OR 
FORCED ABORTION AND OBTRUSIVE MEDICAL INTERVENTIONS. THE 
DRAFT PLATFORM CURRENTLY INCLUDES THREE VERSIONS OF 
PARAGRAPH 107H, WHICH REFERS TO THESE ISSUES. THE US CAN 
ACCEPT EITHER OF THE FIRST TWO VERSIONS, BUT FEELS THAT 
THE THIRD VERSION, WHICH STATES THAT PHYSICIANS MUST BE 
PRESENT ANY TIME CONTRACEPTIVE DEVICES ARE PRESCRIBED AND 
MUST PROVIDE INFORMATION ON ONLY NEGATIVE SIDE EFFECTS 
AND NOT THE BENEFITS OF MEDICATION, IS UNREALISTIC AND 
INAPPROPRIATE. 

TALKING POINTS 

7. POSTS ARE ASKED TO DRAW ON THE ABOVE BACKGROUND 
INFORMATION AND TO MAKE THE FOLLOWING SPECIFIC POINTS. 
ANY INFORMATION ON THE FOLLOWING POINTS OR OTHER MATTERS 
OF CONCERN WHICH YOU CAN OBTAIN FROM THE HOST COUNTRY 
WILL GREATLY FACILITATE THE NEGOTIATIONS IN BEIJING. 

— WE BELIEVE THAT WE MADE PROGRESS AT THE MARCH PREPCOM 
ADDRESSING A BROAD SET OF ISSUES RELEVANT TO WOMEN'S 
.LTH. WE ARE INTERESTED IN KNOWING, HOWEVER, IF THERE 

ARE ISSUES THAT YOU BELIEVE HAVE NOT RECEIVED PROPER 
ATTENTION AND, IF SO, IF YOU HAVE PLANS TO TRY TO AMEND 
THE DRAFT PLATFORM TO REFLECT THOSE VIEWS. 

-- THE US IS COMMITTED TO REAFFIRMING THE AGREEMENTS 
ACHIEVED AT THE ICPD, MANY OF WHICH ARE FUNDAMENTAL TO 
WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT. WE HOPE YOU WILL SUPPORT 
UNBRACKETING OF CURRENTLY BRACKETED ICPD LANGUAGE. 

— LANGUAGE IN BRACKETS WHICH SHOULD BE ACCEPTABLE BASED 
ON CONSENSUS LANGUAGE (AGREED IN THE PAST) RELATED TO 
REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH, SEXUAL HEALTH, REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS, 
UNSAFE ABORTION, CONDOMS AND OTHER CONTRACEPTIVES. WHILE 
WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE HOLY SEE TOOK RESERVATIONS ON 
THESE ISSUES DURING THE ICPD, WE ARE HOPEFUL THAT THE 
LIMITED TIME IN BEIJING WILL NOT BE DIVERTED TO 
RENEGOTIATING THE AGREEMENTS REACHED IN CAIRO, WHICH 
REPRESENTED THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY'S BEST EFFORT ON 
CONSENSUS. 

— THE CHAPEAU TO CHAPTER TWO RELATED TO IMPLEMENTATION 
OF THE PFA, SOVEREIGNTY, RELIGIOUS AND ETHICAL VALUES AND 
HUMAN RIGHTS OF THE ICPD PROGRAM OF ACTION IS VITALLY 

ÔRTANT TO A NUMBER OF COUNTRIES. WE BELIEVE THAT THAT 
:T LANGUAGE SHOULD BE USED I N PARAGRAPH 9 OF THE FWCW 

t r A. 

— ADDITIONAL NEGOTIATIONS ARE REQUIRED TO DETERMINE HOW 
TO REFER TO THE DOCUMENT FROM THE ICPD. WE WERE 
ENCOURAGED BY THE G-77 FORMULATION "AS AGREED IN THE 
REPORT OF THE ICPD," WHICH ENSURES THE INCLUSION OF THE 



RESERVATIONS AND DECLARATIONS. WE ARE INTERESTED IN 
KNOWING THE PREFERRED LANGUAGE OF THE HOLY SEE AND WHERE 
This REFERENCE IS BEST INCLUDED. 

— T H E R E S T A T I N G O F S E V E R A L I S S U E S FROM T H E I C P D A RE 

^^EVANT TO T H E P F A , A N D H E L P TO P R O V I D E T H E F U L L P I C T U R E 

H E A L T H CARE NEEDS OF WOMEN. T H E P F A I S NOW SOMEWHAT 

A "COLLAGE" OF NEW I D E A S A N D " P H O T O C O P I E S " OF R E L E V A N T 

P R E V I O U S DOCUMENTS. T H I S APPROACH SEEMS TO BE A D E Q U A T E L Y 

B A L A N C E D , A N D ARE I N T E R E S T E D TO L E A R N I F T H E HOLY S E E 

D E S I R E S A D I F F E R E N T B A L A N C E . 

— T H E US SUPPORTS U S I N G I C P D LANGUAGE ON P A R E N T A L 

I N V O L V E M E N T W I T H A D O L E S C E N T H E A L T H S E R V I C E S . WE WOULD 

RECOMMEND T H E I N C L U S I O N OF T H E C A R E F U L L Y AGREED I C P D 

CONSENSUS LANGUAGE 7.4 5 I N THE SECTION ON HEALTH, AND 
R E M O V I N G T H E A D D I T I O N A L P A R E N T A L I N V O L V E M E N T R E F E R E N C E S 

T H A T ARE I N B R A C K E T S . I F T H I S DOES NOT SEEM A P P R O P R I A T E , 

WE ARE I N T E R E S T E D I N B E T T E R U N D E R S T A N D I N G T H E I N T E N T I O N 

OF I N C L U D I N G T H E OTHER LANGUAGE, " R E C O G N I Z I N G T H E R I G H T S , 

D U T I E S A N D R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S O F P A R E N T S , C O N S I S T E N T W I T H 

T H E C O N V E N T I O N ON T H E R I G H T S O F T H E C H I L D , " TO B E T T E R 

D E T E R M I N E HOW TO A D D R E S S T H I S I S S U E . 

- - T H E USG HAS C O N S I D E R E D P O I N T S MADE BY MOSIGNOR M A R T I N 

R E G A R D I N G T H E USE O F " P R E N A T A L S E X S E L E C T I O N " A N D T H E 

NEED TO A D D R E S S T H E CURRENT A N D F U T U R E C A P A B I L I T I E S OF 

C R E A T I N G S P E C I F I C S E X E S I N L A B O R A T O R I E S . UPON F U R T H E R 

R E F L E C T I O N , T H E USG DOES B E L I E V E T H A T T H E TERM " P R E N A T A L 

SEX S E L E C T I O N " B E S T D E S C R I B E S T H E A C T I V I T I E S W H I C H WE A R E 

T R Y I N G TO A D D R E S S . OUR P O S I T I O N R E M A I N S , HOWEVER, T H A T 

"H BROADER S O C I A L I S S U E S MUST BE A D D R E S S E D TO I M P R O V E 

, P E R C E P T I O N OF G I R L S SO T H A T T H E S E P R A C T I C E S ARE NO 

LONGER U N D E R T A K E N . 

- - WE AGREE T H A T T H E R E F E R E N C E S TO FORCED PREGNANCY I N 

S I T U A T I O N S OF V I O L E N C E CAN BE U N B R A C K E T E D B Y U S I N G T H E 

EXACT VIENNA LANGUAGE I N PARAGRAPH 13 OF THE GLOBAL 
FRAMEWORK. 

— R E G A R D I N G T H E F A M I L Y , WE WOULD L I K E TO S E E PARAGRAPH 

30, OR ANOTHER RELEVANT PARAGRAPH I N THE GLOBAL 
FRAMEWORK, INCLUDE LANGUAGE FROM THE ICPD PRINCIPLE 9 AND 
THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT DECLARATION 2 6H. 
T H I S SHOULD E N A B L E E A S Y R E S O L U T I O N OF A D D T I O N A L 

R E F E R E N C E S TO F A M I L I E S I N T H E DOCUMENT. 

— REGARDING PARAGRAPH 91, "THE MAJOR" COULD BE CHANGED 
TO "A MAJOR". 

— REGARDING PARAGRAPH 95, WE WOULD SUGGEST THAT THE WORD 
"AND" BE I N S E R T E D BETWEEN "UNPROTECTED" A N D "PREMATURE" 

AND REMOVE T H E B R A C K E T S . 

- - T H E US SUPPORTS LANGUAGE CONDEMNING C O E R C I V E P R A C T I C E S 

SUCH AS FORCED A B O R T I O N OR FORCED S T E R I L I Z A T I O N , A N D 

U I R I N G C O NSENT R E G A R D I N G C O N T R A C E P T I V E S . WE COULD 

ILPT EITHER OF THE FIRST TWO VERSIONS OF PARAGRAPH 107H 
CURRENTLY I N THE PLATFORM. 

— WE ARE C O N T A C T I N G T H E R E L E V A N T USG LAWYERS R E G A R D I N G 

THE "CONSCIENCE CLAUSE" LANGUAGE TO EXPLORE POSSIBLE 
ALTERNATIVES. HOWEVER, REFERENCES TO "NOT REFERRING FOR 
SERVICES" IS IN VIOLATION OF US LAW AND CANNOT BE 



ACCEPTED. 

— A POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVE FOR 108P IS "ENSURE THAT 
WOMEN'S HEALTH IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF MEDICAL SCHOOL 
CURRICULA AND OTHER HEALTH CARE TRAINING." 

ON PARAGRAPH 108Q, THE BRACKETS AROUND "CHILDREN" 
-..OULD BE DROPPED AS THEY SHOULD BE PROTECTED FROM ABUSE. 

-- A POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVE FOR 1091 IS "GIVE ALL WOMEN AND 
HEALTH CARE WORKERS ALL THE ACCURATE INFORMATION ABOUT 
HIV/AIDS AND OTHER STDS AND PREGNANCY AND THE 
IMPLICATIONS FOR THE BABY, INCLUDING BREASTFEEDING, AND 
GIVE THEM THE WHO RECOMMENDATIONS ON HIV/AIDS AND 
BREASTFEEDING. 

-- WE HOPE THAT REFERENCES TO EARLY MARRIAGE WILL REMAIN 
AS SUCH, WITHOUT THE INCLUSION OF "FORCED" 

W 

UNCLASSIFIED 



Backgrounder 

Summary of Positions of Holy See on Issues Likely to Arise in Beijing 

(*This factsheet is arranged according to the three themes of the Beijing Conference: Equality, Development and 
Peace; it is a compilation of statements made by representatives from the Holy See at conferences preceding Beijing 
about matters likely to arise m Beijing. The statements have been arranged under topical headings in order to assist 
the press in understanding Holy See positions. It is not an official position paper of the Holy See). 

EQUALITY 

Women's Human Dignity 
Woman's digmty derives from their creation in the image and likeness of God. ( John Paul II, Letter to 

Women). Their relationship with men is one of complementarity, not sameness. Their human nghts are an 
inalienable and integral part of universal human rights. 

Women ought to have the opportunity for full and equal participation in political, civil, economic, social and 
cultural life at all levels. 

There is needed a campaign for the promotion of women, begmning with a umversal recognition ofthe 
dignity of women. The Church admires women who have fought for women's nghts, even "at a time when thts was 
considered... the sign of a lack of feminity, even a sin!" ((Letter to Women, John Paul II). 

The Church condemns cultural forces which encourage men to see women as mere objects of pleasure or 
reproductive devices, instead of as human beings with innate dignity (Holy See press release, 22 Aug 24). 

Political Empowerment 
The Church recognizes the right of women everywhere to full equality in public life and supports the use of 

legislative authonty to promote such equality. It believes that the contribution of a female voice to the public 
debate, particularly as a link between the political and private spheres of life, not only will empower women, but will 
aid the development of more balanced, more humane, social, economic and political policies as well. 

Societies should safeguard for women both the opportunities to advance in the workplace and women's 
vocations as mothers and educators. (Statement of Archbishop Martino at the 3rd Committee ofthe 49th Session of 
the UN General Assembly). 

Economic Empowerment 
There is an urgent need for real economic equality such as equal pay for equal work, protection for working 

mothers, and fairness in career advancements. The Church recommends larger portions of intemational and domestic 
aid budgets for fostering productive activities of low-income and poor populations. ( Preparatory Meeting to fourth 
World Conference on Women, 11/94). 

Church humanitanan agencies have witnessed first-hand how the lives of rural women, and their families 
and communities can be transformed with basic assistance, such as local self-sustaining economic initiatives, credit 
assistance and even small improvements in a community's infrastructure. The Church strongly supports allocating 
larger portions of intemational aid and domestic budgets to such projects. (Archbishop Martino, 3rd Committee of 
the 49th Session ofthe UN General Assembly). 

Mass Media 
The Church supports an "intemational code of ethics" in the media, to protect the rights and dignity of 

women. (Archbishop Renato Martino, Statement at Third Committee of 49th Session before UN General Assembly 
12/94). 

Environmental Justice 



Gender perspective in policy-setting 
Environmental injustices (especially regarding airal poor) 
Mass media attention to women 

Areas likely lo Engender Controversy: 

"Reproductive Health" 
Abonion proponents are seeking to include a right to abortion within this and related language by 
e.xpanding language agreed to in Cairo, or by refusing to use Cairo language in its entirety or within 
context. 

Sexual Rights 
This is a concept that was debated and rejected in Cairo; some would apply this also to children and 
adolescents, and others wish to affirm a right to sexual orientation. 

Fawily'Motherhood 
Some wish to avoid mentioning m the document the importance and value of family or motherhood 
for women. 

Conscience Protection for Health Care Providers 
Some reftise to recognize that health care providers should not be required to provide and refer for 
those services to which they object on the basis of religious belief or moral convictions. 

Forced Impregnation 
This teiTn has been used before in the very specific conte.xt of war and conlhct situations. It appears 
that the draft Program of Action for Beijing is trying to extend the term to other situations and 
circumstances which may be a cause tor concern. 



General Information — Beijing Conference 
(Fourth World Conf. on Women) 

IVhen: 4-15 September 1995 
Where: Beijing, China 

Head: Mrs. Gertrude Mongella from Tanzania (Secretary-General) 

Histoiy: 

First Conference-Mexico City, 1975 
adopted Plan of Action-led to UN declaration of UN Decade for Women (1976-1985) 
led to 1979 UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women 

• Holy See did not join the consensus; it expressed "reservations" over abortion-rights language and 
highly individualistic view of sexuality , but did note support for broad aspirations for equality, 
development and peace 

Second Conference—Copenhagen, Denmark, 1980 
adopted "Program of action" 

• emphasis on education, employment, health 
Holy See did not join consensus, noting document's insufficient valuation of the domestic work of 
women, flawed perspective on the family, and references to family planning which could lead lo the 
violations of human dignity and responsible parenthood. 

Third Conference—Nairobi, Kenya, 1985 
• adopted Nairobi Forwai-d-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women to the Year 2000 
• Strategies offered framework for national, regional, int'l effort for empowerment, human rights 
• 1990 evaluation of Strategies revealed loss of momentum, need for Fourth Conf. 
• Holy See did join the consensus and also registered reservations on paragraphs 29 and 156-59 

concerning control of fertility, and family planning 
Recent History of Related Conferences: 

Intemational Conference on Population and Development (ICPD)-Cairo, 1994 
adopted "Program of Action" 

• focused on population growth as key connection to underdevelopment and mjustice, advocating 
greater access to conU"aception and abortion in health care and family planning programs 
Holy See joined in a partial consensus but also refijsed to associate itself with chapters 7 and 8 of the 
document on the grounds that they tended to: (1) represent abortion as part of population policy and 
matemal health care; (2) sanction and promote artificial contraception; (3) sanction extramarital sex, 
particularly that between adolescents , general reservations were also taken on chapters 1 1-16. 

World Summit on Social Development (WSSD)-Copenhagen, 1995 
summit with over 170 nations represented in delegations, including Holy See delegation, with 
relevance to Beijing in U'eatement of poverty, underdevelopment, and the special burdens on women 
3 main goals: elimination of poverty, job creation, inclusion of peoples of all nations 
2 Vatican proposals regarding women-(l) governments to include in GNP statistics of the value of 
uni emunerated work performed by women at home; and (2) worldwide commitment to equal access 
to health care and education for women and young girls (protectmg human dignity, esp women and 
girls from objectification and abuse) 
Holy See joined the consensus on the document which recognizes parental nghts in overseeing the 
sex education and health services of their children. 

Participants: 

UN organizations Governments Non-Governmental Orgzns. 
(as represented by 
delegates) 

Some Accredited Pro-Life NGOs: 
Alianzo Latinoamer.para la Fam. Amencan Life League Catholic League 



Cath. Un. for Faith (CUF) Ecum. Coal on Women and Soc 
Family Res Council Fani. of Ainencas Found. Feminists for Life 
Mass Citizens for Life NCCB - USCC Nat R to Life Comm. 
Nat. Inst. of Womanhood Real Women of Canada The Rockford Institute 
The Rutheiford Institute Value of Life Comm Women for Faith & Fam 

Mission Statement of Draft Document for Beijing Conf. '95: 
1 "The removal of all obstacles to women's active participation in all spheres of public and pnvate life thiough a full 
and equal share in economic, social, cultural and political decision-making. This means also establishing the pnnciple of 
shared power and responsibility between women and men at home, in the workplace, and in the wider national and 
intemational communities. " 

2. "To promote and protect [the full enjoyment of all universal] all human nghts and the fundamental freedoms of all 
women throughout their life cycle." 

3. "..[.adequate] [new and additionaljresources for the implementation ofthe agreements made; ...equal participation of 
women and men in all national, regional and intemational bodies and policy-making processes; and the establishment or 
strengthening of mechanisms at all levels for accountability to the worid's women." 

Outcome Sought: 
Adoption of a Plan of Action for 1995 - 2005 

Process: 

Regional meetmgs in 1994-95-provide mput to development of Program of Action document 
PrepComm (Spnng, 95) -all govemments invited to discuss and edit Program of Action 
Concepts, phraseology, etc. not agreed upon at final PrepComm are placed in square brackets "[ ]" . 
At the Conference in Beijing, delegates will resolve bracketed language; delegates will pursue 
"consensus" on entire document 
A delegation may opt out of the consensus, or be counted as part of the consensus but "reserve" its 
consent from a portion, or portions, ofthe document. 

Status ofthe Final Document: 
Carries no enforcement mechamsm. However, it becomes a document by which nations assess their own 
progress or by which this progress can be or is assessed by others. 

"Priority Themes ". 
Equality 
Development 
Peace 

Subthemes in Draft Program of Action: 
Human Rights 
Developing countries-disproportionate impact on women of economic cnsis, debt burden, poveity 
Violence against women, including domestic violence, sexual harassment, armed conflict, victims of war 
Migration and internal displacement 
Political empowerment for women 
Other public sphere empowerment-voice in economic & social policies, anti-poverty initiatives 
Attitudinal changes 
Health care, reproductive health 
Remuneration for duties inside home 
Family disintegration, female headed households 
Reproductive Rights 
Sexual Rights 



The Church supports an increased emphasis on environmental justice. In particular, it supports increased 
efforts aimed at mitigating, curbing and preventing current levels of resource depletion, deforestation, pollution, war 
and wasteful consumption. Care should be taken in particular to ensure that the selection of sites for toxic wastes 
does not unjustly burden the poor, who already face disproportionate environmental hazards. 

Given women's very direct bond with future generations, women should play an important role in 
developing an "environmental ethic " 

Family Role 
The family is the basic unit of society. The Church recognizes the value of motherhood in the lives of 

women and in the life of their communities, and sees efforts to demean this role as "false liberation" and 
disrespectful of women. (Vienna Regional Preparatory Meeting, 1994). The Church favors financial compensation 
for this role, declanng that a "mother's work in the home must be recognized and respected." (Holy See Report in 
Preparation for Beijing). Also advocated is a "family wage" that would provide a decent standard of living for a 
family, so that families would not require two full-time incomes, and one parent could choose to spend time raismg 
children. 

DEVELOPMENT 

Poverty 
Poverty is a formidable obstacle to women's full participation in social, economic and political life. Poverty 

also contributes to the problems of trafficking of women and girls, mistreatment and abuse of migrant women 
workers and domestic violence 

Some erroneously believe that the solution to poverty is simply preventing the conception of more children 
or aborting already-conceived children. The Holy See recognizes that the solutions to poverty are far more complex 
and wide-rangmg. Any solutions that address poverty, must remember that the "human being is at the center of 
sustainable development." (Statement of Archbishop Tauran, 5/95) The Church holds that the keys to development 
lie in economic reform, empowerment, peace and justice - not easier access to abortion and contraception. 

Health Care 

The Church recogmzes that access to health care is essential to women's well-being and to the possibility of 
their participating in public life or living theu" pnvate life with dignity. It also recognizes that, in many parts of the 
world women and girls do not have access even to basic health care. The Church is quite active, internationally, in 
providing low cost or free health care for women, especially mral women. The Church stands strongly for 
"reproductive health," when such care focuses on both mother and child, and includes "efforts to elunmate sexual 
violence, to remove other abuses and mutilations, especially of women." (Msgr. Martin, PrepComm III statement, 
NYC, Apnl 94). Health care for women should include extensive pre- and post-natal care, as well as instruction in 
natural family planning techniques (the latter involving male responsibility as well). The Church is concerned that 
the current draft ofthe Beijing document focuses on sexually related health problems at the expense of other health 
problems that afflict a vastly larger number of women. 

Sexual Behavior - The Chiu"ch teaches that sex is a holy imion between a man and a woman in 
marriage, open to the miracle of life. In contrast to current trends, more attention needs to be given to teaching self-
restraint and personal responsibility. Cument efforts to debase the importance of this sexual union, as well as the 
importance ofthe family as the basis for moral education, are to be challenged. "It is really a question of behaviour 
that distorts the essential meamng of human sexuality, preventing it from bemg put at the service of the person, of 
communion and of life "(Pope John Paul II, before the Angelus, 26 June 94). 

Literacy 



The Church LU"ges countries to fight female illiteracy by allocating a greater proportion of their domestic and 
intemational budgets to education, rather than to military spending or "security" measures. At a regional conference 
in Africa in preparation for Beijing, a representative for the Holy See stated: "At a time when Africa's women are 
confronted with high rates of female illiteracy, disease and premature mortality, some countries are spending more 
on their military sector than on the health and education sectors combined." (11/94). 

Education 
Education is a fundamental requirement for the tme empowemient of women. The Church is committed to 

educating women around the world to help themselves and their families. In many countries, the Church is the 
single largest pnvate educator of girls. "The Catholic Church . . has experienced the positive impact that education 
can have not only on the well-being of women, but also on the family, commimity,and country ." (Representative of 
the Holy See, Senegal Conference, 11/94). 

PEACE 

Generally - The advancement of women will further peace and the achievement of peace will advance women. 

Arms Spending and Buildup 
There is an excessive transfer and accumulation of conventional arms. Even when women are confronted 

with high rates of female illiteracy, disease and premature mortality, some countries spend more on their military 
sector than on health and education combined. (Representative ofthe Holy See, Fifth African Regional Conference 
on Women in Dakar, Senegal 11/ 94). 

Violence Against Women 
The Church deplores the level of violence and abuse facing women, and particularly that facing the gu-1-

child. It condemns the "hedonistic and commercial culture which encourages the systematic exploitation of 
sexuality" (John Paul II, Letter to Women), sometimes through advertising. Efforts must be taken to eradicate 
domestic violence, child labor, son preference, female mutilation, prostitution and pornography. Such conditions are 
fmstrated by deplorable levels of poverty and underdevelopment (John Paul II, World Day of Peace, 1/ 95). 
Effective measures against violence against women include improving their economic situations as well! as 
reeducating men and cultures which allow, and even foster, such treatment. 

Armed Conflict - Effects 
Today's society faces deadly ethnic conflict. Given the present nature of such warfare, noncombatants, 

particularly women and children, are most vulnerable to the effects of civil stnfe. Increased efforts need to be made 
to shelter these women and families. The Church continues to condemn modem methods of warfare, ethnic 
cleansing, and current levels of arms accumulation and transfer, and calls for nonviolent means to the ends of peace 
and justice. 

Migrants/Refugees 
The Church gives priority to female refugees displaced by civil strife or coercive political policies. 

Intemational organizations and countnes need to place more emphasis on the needs ofthis migrant population, a 
growing reality in light of global situations facing all comers of the globe. Equally important are measures allowing 
families to reunite with those members forced to flee. " It is also necessary to set up means to facilitate women's 
integration and cultural and professional trainmg, as well as a fair share ofthe social benefits, such as the provision 
of housing, schooling for children, and adequate tax reductions." (John Paul II, Migration Day, 8/ 94). 



Summary o{ Letter to Women 
from His Holiness Pope John Paul D 

June 29,1995 

1. Goals of the document 
• Reflect on the problems and prospects of women in our time 
• Focus on the dignity and rights of women, as seen in the light of Scripture 
• In anticipation of the Fourth World Conference on Women, in Beijing 

2. Thank you to women 
• To mothers, wives, daughters, sisters, and consecrated 
• To women who work: 

"You are present and active in every area of life—social, economic, cultural, artistic 
and political. In this way you make an indispensable contribution to the growth of 
a culture which unites reason and feeling, to a model of life ever open to the sense 
of'mystery', to the establishment of economic and political structures ever more 
worthy of humanity." (Para. 2) 

3 Gospel message can transform historically conditioned view of women's dignity 
• Societal views of women have been and are obstacles to the progress of women 
• Church apologizes: 

"And if objective blame, especially in particular historical contexts, has belonged 
to not just a few members of the Church, for this I am truly sorry." (Para. 3) 

• History has failed to "register" the scope of women's achievements 
• Despite cultural norms, Jesus respected women's dignity by being open and respectful: 

"When it comes to setting women fi-ee from every kind of exploitation and 
domination, the Gospel contains an ever relevant message which goes back to the 
attitude of Jesus Christ himself. Transcending the established norms of his own 
culture, Jesus treated women with openness, respect, acceptance and tenderness. 
In this way he honoured the dignity which women have always possessed 
according to God's plan and in his love." (Para. 3) 

4. Social, political and economic rights 
• Recognizes that wives and mothers suffer discrimination 
• Supports equality with regard to pay and career advancement: 

"As far as persona! rights are concerned, there is an urgent need to achieve real 
equality in every area: equal pay for equal work, protection for working mothers, 
fairness in career advancements, equality of spouses with regard to family rights 
and the recognition of everything that is part of the rights and duties of citizens in a 
democratic State" (Para. 4) 

5 Condemns sexual violence against women 
• Condemns "hedonistic and commercial culture which encourages the systematic 

exploitation of sexuality" 
• Praises women who continue with a pregnancy resulting from rape: 

"...[Gjreat appreciation must be shown to those women who, with a heroic love 



for the child they have conceived, proceed with a pregnancy resulting from the 
injustice of rape." (Para. 5) 

• Addresses others' culpability in abortion: 
"In these cases the choice to have an abortion always remains a grave sin. But 
before being something to blame on the woman, it is a crime for which guilt needs 
to be attributed to men and to the complicity of the general social environment ." 
(Para. 5) 

6 Appeals for respect for women: 
"Here I cannot fail to express my admiration for those women. . .who have devoted 
[themselves] to...fighting for [women's] basic social, economic, and political 
rights,...at a time when this was considered...the sign of a lack of 
femininity...!" (Para. 6) 

• More is needed than the condemnation of discrimination and injustices 
• Need for "an effective and intelligent campaign for the promotion of women" 

7 The dignity and mission of women as described in Genesis 
• Dignity derives from creation "in the image and likeness of God" (Gen 1:26) 
• Woman's mission and being is complementary to man's: 

"Womanhood expresses the 'human' as much as manhood does, but in a different 
and complementary way." (Para. 7) 

8. Progress 
• More important to measure according to the social and ethical dimension, which women 

influence through their role in the family, than by scientific and technical standards 
• Special appreciation for women involved in areas of education and health care 

9. Mary as a model 
• Vocation as wife and mother 
• At the service of God and others: 

"for her, 'to reign' is to serve! Her service is 'to reign '.'"(italics original) 

10 Diversity of roles is not prejudicial to women, ifit is not arbitrary 
• All members of the Church "share equally in the dignity proper to the 'common 

priesthood' based on Baptism" (Para. 11) 
• The ministerial priesthood is only male as a sign pointing to Christ the Bridegroom: 

"These role distinctions should not be viewed in accordance with the criteria of 
functionality typical in human societies. Rather they must be understood according 
to the particular criteria of the sacramental economy, i.e. the economy of'signs' 
which God freely chooses in order to become present in the midst of humanity." 
(Para. 11) 

• "...[T]he ministerial priesthood, according to Christ's plan, 'is an expression not of 
domination but of service'(quoting from Holy Thursday Letter, No. 7)" (Para. 11) 

• Praises women in the Church who are martyrs, saints, mystics, and Doctors of 
the Church 

11 Expresses hope that the Beijing Conference will bring out the "full truth about 
women" (Para. 12) 



A Profile of the Catholic Church in the United States and Worldwide 1994* 

United States International 

Adult Catholic Baptisms 73,332 2,029,952 

Catholic Schools 
Elementary 
Secondary 
Post Secondary 
Non-Residential Schools for the Disabled 

Number o f Studentŝ  
2,023,976 

652,054 
656,905 

11,241 

Number of Students 
24,312,914 
12,477,229 
2,935,668' 

Catholic Health Care Number of US Patients 
Hospitals 53,856,637 
Health Care Centers 2,002,142 

Number of Facilities Number of Facilities 
605 5,478 
327 14,806' 

Catholic Child Care 
Day Care 
Orphanages 

Number of (IS Children 
124,718 
75,277 

Catholic Social Services 
Special Centers for Social Services 
Catholic Charities USA 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

Number of Facilities Number of Facilities 
1,003 9,293' 

159 7,102 

Individuals Assisted 
18,344,087 

12,000,000 (1991 statistics) 
($160,000,000 in assistance 
to the poor in 1990-91 fiscal year) 

Overseas Missionaries 5,467 (1992 statistics) 2,950' 

*Unless otherwise noted, US figures are from The Official Catholic Directoiv 1995 in which case 
they include US territories and reflect statistics from 1994. The International figures, which 
reflect 1992, as well as US figures from 1990-1992 are from the 1995 Catholic Almanac 
'These Elementary and High School figures are the total of diocesan, parish, and private Catholic 
schools. -Includes students in Higher Institutions, Universities for Ecclesiastical Studies, and 
other Universities. 'Referred to as Dispensaries. 'Referred to as Nurseries. 'Reflects only Lay 
Missionaries. 



FACT SHEET 

THE "GENDER GAP" IN ABORTION VIEWS 

Over the past twenty years, numerous public opinion polls have shown a "gender gap" on 
abortion: Women are more strongly opposed to abortion than men, and more in favor of 
protective legislation for the unborn. Some recent examples: 

- The Tarrance Group's A Survey of Voter Attitudes in the United States of May 1995 
indicates that 47% of women (compared to 44% of men) believe that abortion should be "illegal 
and prohibited under all circumstances" or "illegal except in cases such as rape, incest or to save 
the life of the mother". 

- CBS/ New York Times poll of March 1993 asked, "Should abortion for women who 
want it be covered as part of a basic health care plan or should it be paid for directly by the 
women who want it']'" Only 22% of women (compared to 24% of men) think abortion should be 
covered. 

- Gallup poll published in the June 1992 Ufe magazine: 46% of women (compared to 54%i 
of men) thought abortion should be legal "always" or "in most circumstances." 52%o of women 
(but only 44% of men) thought it should be legal "never" or "in only a few specific 
circumstances." 74% of women (compared to 10% of men) favored requiring parental consent for 
minors' abortions. 

- Gallup poll of January 1992 (published in USA Today. 1/23/92) asked registered voters 
if they would be "more likely" or "less likely" to vote for a presidential candidate "who favors 
making abortion illegal, except in cases of rape, incest or when the mother's life is in danger." 
Men: 42% more likely, 48% less likely. Women: 45% more likely, 45% less likely. 

- 73% of women (compared to 65% of men) answered yes to the question, "Should the 
lives of unborn babies be protected''" (Wirthlin poll, October 1989) 

- The Wirthlin poll of July 1990 asked: "At what point do you personally feel that the 
unborn's right to live outweighs the right of a woman to choose whether she wants to have an 
abortion'̂ " 44% of women (compared to 38%) of men) said this occurs "at the moment of 
conception"; only 9% of women (compared to 14% of men) said it occurs at "the moment of 
birth". 

- A 1983 Los Angeles Times poll concluded that 47% of women (compared to 51% of 
men) favor the general availability of abortion. In this same poll, 28% of women said the NOW 
speaks for most American women; 56% said it speaks only for a "small minority." ("Poll: 'Gender 
Gap' Not Based on Sexual Issues," Philadelphia Inquirer, Sept. 27, 1983) 

- The gender gap on abortion goes back twenty years. See: "Women Lead Opposition to 
Abortion," Washington Evening Star and Daily News April 17, 1973 (citing the University of 
Michigan's Institute for Social Research). 

8/95 
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SUMMARY: jj j 

R R I E F I N G ^ E L D TODAV o i UN CONFERENCE ON ^OWaUN BgMNfi 

r^feDWyOiRTEGA Y AMMINO TO TAKE POSSESSION OF TTItE SUNDAY 
: ^ ^ ^ ^ A N t x t L i S v ^ ^ TO BB PRBSE^^ren JUNE 23 
. AUDIENCES i; t 

BRlta^O HEtJD TODAY ON juN CONFERBNCB ON WOMEN IN BEDING 

: k ^ j g frfltji Sapt«nil« £l5. He H><*e on dw DnA 
• ihcnia^t wjH bo discussed Folloiriiig art cxocipts from «» bn«fing:. 

; Ttl^ 4m coifcrcnce wDl dcsd fith topta 5udi a$ dignity. ^.^^^$^^±1,^ "tl^Il 

Tfc oa die ^ band, ihc doc«bc« wishes to Iib««io 
• <mli» odier iJdad it seam to Wijhtefnip^ 

not b̂ e into soouant the vslucsjuf women la tbe wtjfjdty cf cou : oouQtncs of the wodd. 

THE niGNrrir OF WOMEN 
tbatjtfie unaniiMus goal b B< 
(he ififf^^tj .of'vfbiBen and die 
paraidoriql aid fnoomprebe 
tysUscMticaJiy wdm ^codceti 
pboMl in pan rjOwses VHKHI 

somb refereace'to 

urUNTVBRSAL HUMAN RIGHTS. One hw the rightto Uuak 
wffl be to attsm » cowBon opewtive cCBart for » • datoea of 
tdOD ef thdr mih«nal tnoan rightt. fnddentaDy, it becomes 
that Ibe Irani 'digjitf • refiemng to ŵmen - appeara 
'tout ibe docameoL Sn tha lame way the tetm •uabemT a 

wncn tctniuiK to the famun ri^ds of womea . , ^ < 
auuy to which tbe EoV See hu lodsted diat die Platfarm for Acdon iadode 

of hmaan ia diat woou» in many axmtilefi do not eni(y 
some rHcreaceito nw W H W I U I W ouuuui. û tw> •» » ... _ _ »l 
the human t A icoognfzcd by flic Imeinadand Dcctaadoas. Wc think fliat it is not possible to 
proioto and dBfdnd &whkii kus not been defined. If egety connny limits itself to promoang 
genetic rightsl bf women not defined on an Imemaiionai level. Then tUs conficicnoc win not 
repreacnt 4i^|piogt«s in die ar̂ a of hmnan right* for <he asagoaty of the worid's woman. 
TACK OF C6NTINUITY 'Wmjl RESPECT TO PREVIOUS INTERNATIONAL IXXXJMENTS. 
In many placJs the Document dbes not respect .eondmiily widi precedents and often wifli Umted 
Nations DedJatioas. For examrtc. paratrai* 12, whose iaSodon was pixjposcd by die Holy See 
Dclcgauon, â pcan in parcn&cafa, even dwu^ its contents come from the World Confwaaw on 
Hnman R i ^ (Vienna 1993) We retain i)»af when one tpcaks of Hnman Rights there should be 
a general coô ensos on tbeir content and, possIMy, rcfereooe to intematioBal dooimenis." 
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I 
•A simnar n*<eivati0n should bi <3Cpres$cd on paragr̂ h 1071 which, as i i » Ibcmiilsaed imcods 

to wwrr» iH nfBnnadon Tn nc case wfll sbonion be promotod as a <»' " S ^ , ^ ^ " * ^ 
an rfirmatwn adc^d by cooseiois at die Interaadonal Corrfcrenoes bi Mexico Qiy (19S4) and 
Cairo (1994). 

•JDEOIDGICW.UWHALANCEI TbcrccntitoccofsomccoiKeptiilhucraiejin wmcwiord^ 
ftocial phflosoifiy of <he Draft Docoment One can die aa an eaaflq>le that Ow urm gtndei' 
app<a« aroodd 300 times;;'moaiê /modiethood' appear fewer than 10 linie^ while die lenns 
'sex/sexual^c^ity* '̂ Tpcar about oa: hundred times. Fxom Uils point of view tbe docamon: 
aracars to b« dxtreordinnrilb̂  unbalanced. 

ThU idecdoMcal is liore evideot, for exanple, in the secdOQ thai proposes tbe defense 
of Mbmcn's j \ m to beahL WhiU die document talb 40 times of bealdi problems related to sexual 
Kfe (AIDS, redroducdve beahh, ŝ xaaDy trantmitted diseases, fertility control, ate), only in two CSMS 
are 4rt>plcal ŝeases mcmlood.̂  SdD, the World Heahh OrganiiaUoa wsiinmiwa, (or euunpie, 4 
miUion cascelfHIV fadection in 1994, while die scuae Wodd Healdi Oisanizadoo esdzoatM die 
case); of trnpi& disca.5es diiriogjtbe sama panod as hovering between 650 and 8S0 million.' 

•UNGUISTTG AMBIGUirV. -the ambiguities of intenadonal bmguage are often a way w avoid 
a concrete w îto cany oot wbâ  is exprened, 

•Sbmc tcnn4 in tbe doooment iaie o&ea n̂ jncly ddmod: 'scxnal oricotntioQ* and lifBstyle' lock 
a predse defidiiion, and nvn«nv< r, no jnrjdical iccogniiioa in an intemational document exirts for 
either /me. Tub sctnamlc and vnueptual ambixidty coold lead unc to Gocsidcr, for cum^. 
p«d^>bilfa as Uimpty « mode of ptexual orientatioa* thns easî  acceptable as a *r i^ ' The term 
'sexual'orientajtkin.* proposed by tome western countries, was not accepted by developing ccQntriei 

•SOME ASPECTS OF PARTlCflAR INTEREST. VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN. Tbe Holy 
See shares ttA empipt̂ ^ uiax d>e Fiatfonn Car Acdon places on physical, sexual. psydiolo0c8l and 
mohd violeoô  ingobst womes. Eor tho Holy See this topte is a priority." 

Tiie Holy! ele wonU Ukt, however, a naxe dediivs and radical eoodeanadoo of eveiy Und of 
violence, also ĵ ydiological, perpetrated against womea, lododing Ibfoed sterilization, forced use of 
brrth control oir jndneemem to abottioa. The Holy See has alw^ cspressed its de«> wony 
regarding the suniber of women oade (A|ects of systomadc stoilization plans wbldi laxe place 
capclciclly in < crvelopbg countrka,' 

^Ihe Holy sjê s i3elî îion pTri|r««d that diese praeticea be induded in paragraph IIS among die 
•iolations of (he rights of wouni Some ddqpuknu have w-dded to put this proposal in brackets.* 

In paragraub 40, the Holy See] Ddegation would like to have added to the Kst of attaob against 
yonng giris • l&its to aooeas to ̂ xjd, to edncatlna and to health care • also the denial of tbe very 
access to Ufo rand Efoltself).-

T A M I L Y . sldpiisin^ tbe the^ of tun^ and modkubood receives scarce anendoa and Unle 
cpaoa ta a dojciuaiMit of neariy pO pages oa women. Aboody b duster XI tbe conc^ of tbe 
farafly as the modameotal ndt of aocuty.' plarad withhi braetet\ bi contrast with the Uidveml 
Dedaratloo of Human R^jits, 16^ In bet, all of inragraph 30 goes to Beiglng in bradcets. 

"Qn the topjci of the advaocenistit of women, die Hoqr See eertainly shares the eô hasis on the 
tâ Kxtautts uddHwr full partkdpBdan fai aD dw acdvhles of sodal Ufe. Nevertheless, It goes against 
aU «vid«Qoe to ̂ thlnk that this wjylinw sboold cuioel the wnipw of women in the Candly: a 
role! that doesj not eodiaust all tbe personal resinorces of feminhriiy but that however is l̂edfic to 
women. Obviouidy this point of v&nr is shored by the immedx majorigr of women aH over the wgrid 
and hy the Rooeties to wbieJi tbiy belong. 

'Jdridlcal rcgidaiiuiGi ua the £iilnily should euarantee to women also the Aiodamemal right to be 
mothers. Indeed laws should create conditions - eô irocunental, legol, economie, etc - favorBbU to 
the practice ô imotbcrtood. Pernapc the monM̂oi his come to a£5nn that the stzuĝ e for eqnai 
dignity between' men ood women limpUea abo recognizing tor women dicir being tfifTeicot «nd tbdr 
b«ng treated tn a different way.̂  

.L 
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I l is die cOiivicdQn of the Hok- Sec, as has boco tecoenized ab-eady in Copeoba^ diat die 
work of wom«ii» today not rroiudmled, ihocM be recognned adexputely; work that iwwiheless 
holds a paniaj|Iar sodal value. Ntoe of dis is mentiooed In die Bering doamian. 

TJMICH AT10N. The Holy ge« attnbotes great importance to the righo of emigrant womon.-This 
topltf has alreJify gathered consensus at fiic Conlcrcooc in Caira 

The Document addresses diis t leme in Tarions places. It u n«mthelett die opmion of die Hoty 
See that the ahisnilmi Is fasnffld snt. as are also InsnfBdeot the proposals suggested, wMch seem 
to r̂ vesent a |citep bacjkwaid witl̂  respect to OdttX* 

•RIGHTS AND RESrONSIBILllnES OF PARENTS. In all eulnirc* parents are particulariy 
interested in tbe edncotiott of dnldren and die eserdse of tbeir du^ especially widi respect 
to minors. ThejHoly See, maldng these worries its own. maintafais thai in Bering no fonnnla should 
be accepted tto goes against die Unhmal Declaradon of HunuQ R j ^ ^ which f.vahKdif4 the 
right of parents to dioose tbe type of edncadon they desire for their own cbildrvn. Along the same 
llne» uf incuaii)TeboisIblc û odob of come ludvenal itghts, bi tbe ducuoient dial goes to Beijing 
the proposal guaraitfee the limits of women and girls to freedom of ooocctcnoe and of rellgloa 
in educadonal jihsdtutioQS has be^ refused. 

"Even more serious is the attcxppt lo depiirs parents of their responsibtlî  in the confrontation 
of tbe offer o<j programs aod pntjhc serviees m tne area ot sexuality, ronivting RtxirtioiL* 

The <)oestiori nnd answer period «idi joomalists, which followed the briefing, conduded in the 
afternoon and [will be transmittecl tomorrow. 
OPAW CX>Nl?I!RENCn WOMBN/NAVABJRO-VALLS VK 950620 (1500) 

ICAL COMMISSION F<j>R 

aHf, JON 20̂  1995 iviS) 
ijis being beld in dtb Vadcan 1 

AMERICA HOLDS 4TH 

meetbig of the P( 
19 to 23 oo "Dwuigi 

lent CardiTwl Bomardin 
on the activtties and { 

cmrcnt problems and dolleages ol tbelî w evangrHwrion ID Latin 

introductoiy grc'iting by connmssian 
Odder n presented yesterday 

aboot the aceoda of the pi 
abo stressed aome cf tbe Inii 

ia 1997 oc 1998 to mail: dw Ii 
. called for by Pope Leo XIIL Tbe 

"̂ rieŵ  of the fast faondrod years 
fbr fls m̂od of AmeriA 

meetiog and introduced 
of the booimlssion, 

Amencan 
would be devoted 
of the Cfaurcii in 

cai CommiMioo (nr 
Religious 

with tbe Poali&cal Couacd for die 
Acdvity of die Family Facing Seczs.' 

added ifae 
to^ beid fat 
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It is sigmficint,* be went 
of Peter, tbe Muslin* hayê heni 
conscience. In li» 
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worin. on the 
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in every corner/ 
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in Rome, tbe center of Chrlttiaaity and tee of the successor 
'worship in jJaTfiill rc5>ea of tb$î  freedom of 
this, oof̂ m̂asu unfortonatefyĵ îefe how in ceveral 

reeognttiaD̂ af reEgjous freed^m^are missing. Yet tbc 
etmhmvis'waitinz for ibwexgmr ^—'/^ 

freadnm is fay oifii pan of numcrpuŝ ^̂ niadoaal. 
if cpntetmiiry civiliiatioa'' HKW^i»d^ ,̂3-«rtI^ 
h^ 4̂̂ Midlow«d to Chr̂ Uam and^^^dr îevers. 

EDOM/... ^ VIS 950621 (180) 

VATICAN OtTT. JUN 21, 1995 fVIS) - After oufllning the Holy See poshioo Ibr Uit September 
4-15:UNn,poD r̂ed 4tb Wodd Cdirfcrcnce on Women in BciPn̂  Holy See Press OfEoe Director 
/ooqjuin Kavarto-Valls made addltiooal remarlcs and answered (pesdons asked by Jontnalists. 

He noted tbiî  in its cootaeis wjdi other councties and insdtutiofls in receot months, tbe Holy Sae 
hat discovered that "̂he eoosensns is growing daily* on its posldon (br the uooference on women, 
"̂ ê wam BclGng to be a 1% sû eas,* he stated. 

The first ({ujstioD concealed die Issue of 'gender,* a tenn vdiwe lueauiog was questioned by 
several member States at the Bcymg PrepOom (PrvpuBioiy Oommiltee) held in New Yofic from 
March 15 to lApiil 7. This teifri, the direaor exphuned, has traditionally been used in UN 
docUmems u mean *sc3c* ifaat £̂  'nosculiue* and "fermnine,* man or vomim. In fact, when die 
Rngiish word " 
or "yomaxL* fL special efmn&np̂  was set up bv die UN to snidy this tenn, iullcn«in| the request 
uf w!mjc wbo widicd to ezpuid its deGmdon to tnclode, for exonqile, transsexuals and bomotejcuals. 
Ncvano-Valls hrepoited oa Ae resnbs of that shidy and said diat the meaoisg Of tbe word 'gender 
remains imcbaosed from tradIdo|iaI UN loe. 

AsV<>.H Hhnii| ihA cnmposdion jif the Holy See delegation to BeQlng. be responded that there 
would be 20 u embers, that die Hofy Fadier was evahiadng the poasibilidê  and that women yrov\A 
folia, as they lave in (be past for inLenaational conferences, a great part of the delegation. Names 
wdl 'be aniuM|iccd ai a later daî  

To a questic a on what these int itnvflHooal conferencex mean on a pracdcal level Joa(iuln Navairo-
Valls replied: These wuIoBatx; offer a Final Document on a specific theme which ia propoGod 
to the interna ibnal oomwwmty t at which is not Uadiî  on the suu^ nations. Th^ are not taws. 
TTie'UN is ZKRI a legtsladve crpn Eveiy countiy has ItspatllamenLTbe Ittx diat dtesedocuments -
from Cairo, < joponhaflftn, «Bd fr wa Nairobi 10 years a^ • are not Wndinc does not mean th^ do 

not haro a valit. They ar« a ooll Ktiwe reflecdon wMch has a suptanatiooJ level Theae documsmi 
can Itave an b duenoe, can be im Kirtaô  far example, when tbe nations of tbe world come to agree 
oa one, two ot ten points ef aed ya set forth in that soedfic document and then act on a national 
level' ^ ' 

» • 
"Why docs tbe Holy See participate m these coBferenoe«?" he added, in answer to the same 

qncstioo. 1( i; <irtld;>alB« becueJ the bcauUful pail of dicae conferences is diat they arc, in some 
wayi an appeal to conscieBees.̂  He <juoied a member from another delegation ai the Cairo 
conference wnoi said be ficli die nmdamental cootrdnidon of tbe Holy Sec was its proposing to the 
international commmuty an ethical dbnension to the probleme that everyooe v;iould be discussing. 
Navarro-VaJfe|.«id tins is nsefa4 this serves a purpose.' 
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"What are die indispensable prtodples for the Holy See in view of die Beijmg document and 
COnfeienccT* â kcd a reporter. TU prws office director responded: "The Holy See will in^t on two 
fhin '̂ the hnman (figdfy of die TOman tnd die unwerwii hnman lights of die woman.' 

The Holy See will not reach a * wly alliance* with Islam to form a united front in the face of the 
topics that mil be discussed at the Kcijing conference, said Navarro-Valls, wbo rejected the 
allegation made reganling the Uy See dclegadra ax die Cairo conference. "Some Muslim 
;cp(cscotativ«s have wanted to (r«s«it (heir concerns abom scHne of tbe themes of tbe FeUog 
docnmeni thrcugh international srgaafaailQU. We have agreed to l̂eak wid) then. However, 
aldnugb there'arB some areas of (cncral interest for both them aitd os. there are some substandal 
differences beiween Christianity ind Uiara on diema such U wotnen. tamî . etc that do uoi 
permit us to ahive at any type of operative agreement* 

! j 
One Joomâ st asl:ed about pracdoe of aborting fetoale fetuses, as occurs for caampk m 

ChiitiL Joaquin NaTarro-Volls went bade to the issue of bunum tightc The hnpottant thing is to 
recognize that|hutnan rights are (inivenuil, and that coosequently, h is oot up to eadi country tu 
dedde what tbt̂  are, becaubc wdjcokise, we enter the ttjSm aibitnrmcas.* 
OP/OONFBRENCB WOMEN îAVARRO-VAUS VIS 950KII (7310 

COMMISSIOhi FOR LATIN AIJERICA: THB PROTAGONISTS OF EVANGELIZATION 
' i 

VATICAN ClilT. JUN 21. 1995 (VIS) - Yesterday, Ui die plenary aMcmbljr of die Pondfical 
Commission fdr Latin Americĉ  ^ iiich is taldog place in tbe Vatican, the paitidpants reflected on 
the prbtagooists of evangelizatior from the perspective Of tbe third mfl!f""hiTn of the Churdt 

i I 
In the momiĥ  Cardinal Jose Tt Sanehea ipoke about priests; Oirdlnal*ljduardo Martioea Soraalo 

presenied the kole ot reUgioQS b| die work of the ocw evangelizatioo of Latin America faang die 
third millcrniltnii; Cardinal Edumpo F. Piionio ^Ice on the qMstolato of the lally as craftsmen of 
evangeitxRn'nn I fn the third mfnfjmiiutn, wlih a tptdd. emphasis oo tbe young. Lastly, rrrWuai 
Alfonso L0PC4: TrujlDu referred! lu dw nJc uf die family in tbe new evaagelizatioa of Latin 
America. ! ' 

In tbe aftccdoon the ideas and proposals prcscatcd by the speakers were sumnwd-up, undorlimng 
especially tbe problem of sects and die prebrendai option for the poor. 

P. SdMtte, CLC^^ secretary general ofthe Synod of Bishops, R>olee thb morning 
and comments before 

Cardinal I 
on the Synod ijx America. Later, kiioe was dvea for observations, suggestionsi 
reaching the ^n»l propositions, î cfa wiB be piaemcd dds afternoon. 
.../Pl.RNARYycOM-AI, ] 
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fCS ON EUROFB-ISLAM RELATIONS 

VATTCW ailY, JUN 2L ;99S ' Kihop Joŝ b Kbouy, 
frudiful in Btvppe, and presidei t of die Holy See delegation to tbe European Conference on 
EoropO'Islam Relations, beld in i toddnhn, Snedea from Jane 15-17, addressed die asemUage on 
"Baxsjpe in xhi face of tbe eo-existaoce ef religions.' 

He said that, in tho process o 
frnedofn nnA to thft intenningjing 
faiUti. Euiopa must Tuidicr bee Jine 
groups and denoniinatiom: alot g 
Obrbiians Uvej Oriemal Catholia 

builditig a great Europe, in^rtance must be ̂ en to religious 
and peaeefui cn-eid<fenae in each omtntry of hdievers of different 

le a oQiiuijoa house, whote leuauis (jclong to different ethnic 
with the Reformed Cburcbet, Latia Catholics and (>thodQx 

and Onbodox of the Middle East.* 

TOTOL P . B : 



LETTER 
OF POPE JOHN PALX H 

to WOMEN 

LDtERIA ECrnUOJ VATIC\NA 
VATICAfl OTV 

/ greeJ yoa ail rrxxt corriuHy, 
vjonien tbrot^^fdCti' ihg UKrid' 

1. T AM WRITING THJS LJiTTER to each one 
JL o: you as a jign of solidarity end grid-

tude on Lie eve of the Fourth World Corierence 
oc Wcmcn, x be heldjn Beijing thi» coming Sep­
tember. 

Before all else, I wish to express try Jeep <rp-
precuUion to the Uhited Natbns Orgflni2adon for 
having sponsored .this very significnni event. The 
Church desires for her part to contribute lo up­
holding the dignity, role and rights of v.;ofr.cn, not 
only by •ir.c spsd/Ic "jvork of the Holy See's cfficitl 
Delegation to the ConfererKe in iBeijbg, but also 
by speaking directly to the heart and mind of 
every wbmaii. Recendy, \vlien Mrs Certrude Mon-
gella, the Secretary Geoicrsd of the Conference, 
x-isited me in connection vrith the Peking mecring, 
I gave her a written Message which stated some 
basic points o: the Chtircb's teaching uiUi tegard 
to women's issues. That message, optn fronn the 
specific circumstances of bs origin, vies concerned 
with a broader vision of the situation and 
problems of ivomert in generai, in an attanpt to 
promote the cssae of women tn the Church and in 
today's world. Fcr diis rceson, 1 arranged to have 



^ f?l>vardcd IP CMcry Coa/erence of.Bi«hop,p9o 
th»Mt could be circulated as v-iddv a, possible. 

Taking up the diemcs I addressed in diat doc­
ument, 1 would novv like to spe<:k direcij 16 eî ry 
u^an, -0 rcflcrt with her on dus problems and 
the prospects of wbaf it means to be a woman in 

- out iid:e_ln-partiailar 4: wi»h-to-considcirthire5r-
scntin! Issue ot the dignity acd riĝ s of women, tu 
seen m die light of the word of Gcd. 

TTm "dlafoguc" reafly needs to begin widi a 
xwrd of diaoks. .̂ s I wote in my Apostolic Letter 
Mtdietis DigttttrJem. the Church "desbcs to give 

_ .±anksJa thi Most JJol/-T*lnity -foi-ther ĵ̂ te:y^ 
of woman' and fbr every woman—for aj dial 
coi«titu:es die eternal measure o: her fcminî >e 
dignity, for dis 'great wodcs of Cod', wliich 
diroughout human history havs been arcom-
pli«hcd in tnd duoLgli her" (No. 51). 

2. This word, of rfianks to die L^rd for hi? 
ciysterbui plan regarding die vocation and 
mission of vomen in the world is at the lamc lone 
a con::retc ir.d direct xrcrd of thanks to women, 
to every woman, for aU that rfiey represent in the 
life of humtnity, 

Thtnk yo j , women vjho am motkersl You have 
sheltered human beings within yourselves in a 
unkiue experience of joy and travail. This ex̂  
pericnce makes you becorce God's own smile 
upon die ncvbotn child, die one \v4io guides your 
chiW's fmt steps, v/hc helps it to grow, and who is 
the anchor ns tfi; child makes its wty along die 
journe/ of life. 

Thank 70U, tiKf/m wte en tciveil Tou ureK--
ocably join your futnte to that of your husbands, 
m a tclatioro^p of mutuid gixing, at the service of 
love and Lfe. 

Thank you, uxjmen tuho are daubers nnd 
tmmenuho are sidtrs! heart of the family, 
and then 6T all soaefyj you bjffigflie ridincsscf 
your sensitivity, your Lntuidveness, your generosity 
and fHcIity, 

Thank you, unmen tuho tuotk! You ore present 
and acth« in every area of life-social, economic, 
cultural, artistic arid political. • In this way yoo 
H-iikFan" IndupetuiHe"co^ 
of a c Jtute which loites reason and feeling, to a 
trod;l of life ever open to die sense of "mystery", 
to die estabfidiment of ecDnonk; anc political 
structures ever more wordiy of humanity. 

Thnhk you. ccmecrated vjomen! R>IIowing the 
example of d;e greatest of worren, the Modie: of 
Jesus Cirlrt, the Incimate Word, you open vour-
leKej with obedience and fidelity to the gift of 
God's love. Yciu help die Church and «J1 marJdnc 
to experience n 'spouja;" relatiorwhip to God, 
one which tnagcifice.'idy expresses the fellow îp 
whkh God wishes to cstabUsh widi his creatures. 

Thank you, every tvontan, for die simple fac: of 
being * tvorHan! Through die iiisight which Is so 
much a part of your woinaohood yoti enrich the 
world's undetslanding and help to make human 
teladons more honest and authentic 

3. 1 know of course that simply saying thtnk 
you if not enough. Unfortunately, we are hciis to 



3 htstor/ which has cwdlirAoW w lo a nanarkabfc 
extent In evety time and place, this condidoning 
has been an obstade to die progress of women. 
Womeh's digiuiy his often been unackiiô irtdged 
and their ptcrpgativej misrepresented; they have 
often been relegated to die margins of sodety aiid 

-«'en;teduccd- to scrylrcde: Thi¥ :ha$-prevent5d--
women from truly being dicmselves and it has re-
aLtcd in a sptnual lnipo\'erijhmcnt of hunianit)-. 
Certainly :t is no sasy task to assign die hlamc for 
this, coniidering the many kinds of cuiutal condi­
tioning whici down the centuries have shaped 

- way$-ef--dlî Jdng-and -̂ac±lg7-ArIrf-̂ ÎJb-Jccl}iFe -
blanie, especially Ir. pardcular historical contexts, 
has beb-nged to not just a few members of tSe 
Chutxh, for diis I em truly sorry. May diis tegret 
bs transfDtmed, o.n the part o.' the whole ChujcK 
into a renewed coirarilmcnt of fidelity to die Gos­
pel wion. When it comes to setting women fire 
fro.n ever> Idnd of expfeitoUoti and dotr.inetfen, 
the Gospel contains an ever reicvant message 
which goes back to the attitude 0/Jesus Oirist hint-
tclj. Tran»::endit:g the established norms of his 
own cukurs, Jejus treated women widi openness, 
respea, accqitance and tenderness. In this way he 
honoured die dignity wiiich women ha\'e always 
possessed according to God's plan and in his kive. 
As we look to Christ at die end of this Second 
f4iUe.miu.n, it is naftiral to ask oundves: how 
much of his message has bee.-i heard and acted 
upon? 

Yes, ir b time to examine tke past ufith courage, 
to assign responsibilitj- where il is due m a review 

of die long history of humatuty. Women have 
contributed to'that histoty as much as men and, 
more often thai not, they did so in much more 
difficult conditkMU. I thmk partioilarly cf those 

—women wbo-Iovee- eukur* -nnd-atrf tixJ-dcvoted 
dieir lives -jo them in spue of the fact that they 
were frec]uendy at a disadvantage frorn the start, 
excluded from ecual educational opportunities, 
underestimated, ignored and not given credit for 
their inteilectuol contributions. Sadly, very little of 
women's-achievetneot84n4ii5lor)' con J?c-regi;cered̂  
by die science of history. But e\'en diough time 
may have buried Lie documentary evidence of 
those flchJevenients, their beneficent influe.ice can 
be fdt as a force Mi-hidi has shaped the lives of 
successive generations, right up to out own. To 
this greet, immense feminine "trtciUoc" human-
i:y owes a debl which can never be repaic. Yet 
how :na.-iy women have been and contiiius to be 
valued more for their physical appearance than xt 
their skill, didr ptofessioudism, their intdlsctual 
flbilitiet, dicir deep sensitî /ity; b\ a word, the very 
dignity of dieir bekig: / 

A. And what shall we sny cf die obstades 
wIdch bi so many parts of the wodd still keep 
women from being fully • intcgratec into scxrial, 
political and economic lift? We need otiy think of 
how the gift a motherhood is often penalized 
radier dian rewarded, evec dio jgh humanity cvceA 
its very survival lo this gift. Certainly, much re­
mains to be done to p.-cvent discriminntion 
against those who have dioscn to be wives and 



.TOthcrs. As far as personal rights are concerned, 
diere is nn urgent need to achieve real egtuli/j lii 
ei'dy area: equa pay for equal wprk, protection 
for working mothers, fairness Ln career ndvince-
ments, equality of spouses widi regard co famiiy 

- tigbts" wrd "the recogriiuon. of everything • that Is" 
part of the rights und duties of dtizens In a 
democratic State. 

This is a nrntt-r of j aatice but also of noccssit)'. 
Women will inaeasingly play a part in die solu­
tion of the serious problems of the future: leisure 

-time, ilic quidiiy of llfiTBilgratton, soaal sennces, 
eudianasia, drugs, health care, the ocobg)-, etc. In 
aU these areas a greater ptescticc of women in 
society wit prove most valuable; for it will hdp to 
manifest the conrracUctioins present whai sodety 
is organized soldy according to the criteria of cfFi-
dency and productivity, and it will force systems 
to be redesigned in a way whidi favcnars the pro­
cesses of humaiiizntion whidi mack the ''dviliza-
tion of love". 

5. Then toj, when -ve lock tt one of the mo« 
sensitive aspects of the situation of women in the 
wodd, how can we not mudon die long and de­
grading histoty, ateit often an "undergroubd" 
histoty. of vioiencc against women b the area of 
sexualiiy? Al die dwcshoid of die TThird Ntillcn-
niom we cannot rcmam tndLferent and resigned 
before this phenomcnoa The time has come to 
condemn vigorously the tjpes of sexual violenct 
which frcquendy have womcri for their object and 
to pass laws which effecuvdy defend them from 

8 

such violence. Nor can we fnil, In the name of the 
respect .due co the human person, to condemn the 
widespread hedonistic aiid commerdal culture 
whidi encourages the systematic exploitation of 
sex jaLty and compis even vcty young girls tnro_ 
letting their bodies be used fcr profit. 

In contrast to these sorts of perversion, wliat 
great appreciation must be ihov,-n to those wcmen 
who, with a heroic love for the child they have 
cdhcer/cd, proceed with a ptegniancy resulting 
from the b|jutioe of rape. Here we ate thinking 
of atrcdtie) perpetrated not only in situations of 
war, StiD so comtnon in the world, but also in 
societies which are blessed by prosperity nnd 
peace anc yet are often corrupted by a culture of 
hedonistic permissiveness which aggravates 
tendencies to ̂ aggressive male behaviour. In these 
cases the chofce to have an abonion t[vi.y% 
remains a grave ain. But before being something 
to blame on the womian, it is a crime for w'nich 
gtdlt needs to be actribuled to men and to th; 
complidty of lhe general social environment 

€, Mv word of thanks to women thus becomes 
a heart^ appeal that everyone, and in a spedal 
way Stales and bitdmatbnal institutions, should 
make every e3brt to ensure that women regain full 
respect for their dignity and nole. Here I canixjt 
fail to express my admiratbn for diose women of 
good will who liave devoted their Iwes to cefend-
Ing the dignity of womanhood by fighting for 
dicir basic social, ccoriomic and poUtical rights, 
demonstrating courageous initiative at i time 



ate, Lie sign of a fade of fendninitv, a ma.nifesta. 
tion of exhibitionism, and cv«i a sin! 

.-.--J^^ y«*r'8jp^^ Day of Peace Message. I 
npfctrdut wKen'oneT ôEâ t ti^^^^ 
wornen s Bberatbn, "die joutncv ha, been a dif­
ficult ind complfcated one and. at times, not widi-
OUI its siiare of mis:akes. But it has been 
substantial'y a posltVe me, even if it Jj still 
tmftmshed, due to the many obstades xvhlr4, 
tn ârio,̂  parts of die v^dd. stffl p^wnl 
women from being acbiowledged, lespected, 
and apprecined in dieir own specid dignih'" 
•No. 4), 

This barney must go on! Bui I am convinced 
T «f '"^-ing JPtec'y progress in 
achievmgfull rwpea for women and dieir fdeniity 
involves more dian sbnply die condemnatbn of 
disoriminatbn and Injustices, necessary rfiough 
tiiis may be. Such respect must fim and foremost 
be M'on dirough an effective and intelligent eaft-
tŷ fgnfortheprottTotioncfteown, concentiacing on 
all areas of women's life and beginning widi a unt-
vtndrecogmtimofttedifftity of women. Out abili­
ty .to rccpgnlzc this dignity, m spite of historical 
coiiditmning, comes from ihe use of reason itsdf. . 
\vhidi is abb to understand die law of God wit-
ten in die heart of every hunitn being. Mote dian 
anjthbg dse, die word of God enables us to 
grasp deariy die ultimate antbropolosfcal hosts of 
die dignity of women, making it evident as a part 
of God's ploi for hu:nanity. 

7- Dear sfelets., togcdiet let us reflect anew on 
die magnificent passage b Saipture wKbh 
describes the dreotbn of the human race and 

__wliichJias.sojiiu.diJi^ 
iblŝ dfi liiThe'v/dfId, 

The Book of Genesis speaks of creation in 
sumirory fashbn, in language whfch is poetic aid 
symbolic, yet profoundly true: "God created man 
ui his owti image; In the biag^ of Cod he created 
him; male and fetnde he created tbem" '.Gm Ij \ 
The creative act of God takes place according to a 
predse plan. First of all, wc are toU diat die hu­
man being is aealed "in die ihiagc anc fikeness of 
God" (cf. Gen 1;26). This expression ircmediatdy 
makes dear VAA is distinct about the h4'nan bti/tg 
uith regard toth^rest of creation. 

We are dieo told diat, from the very begin­
ning, man has been created "male and ferade" 
{Gen 1:27). Scripture itself provides die interpie-
tetlon cf this fac:: even though man is surrcunded 
by the innumerable creatures of die created world, 
he realizes diat A? c alone (cf. Gen 2:20). God 
intervenes in ordct to hdp him escape from dils 
situatb.n of solimde: "It is not good that the PUK 
should he alone; I wiH make hira a helper f t fyr 
bifn" [Gen 2:18). Ute creation of woman Is th"js 
marked from the outset by the princrph of help: e 
hdp which is not oce sided but muttuil Wonar. 
complements man, just as man cQmplementj 
wonum: men and wcroen are contoiemeMary. 
WomarJbood expresses the "human" as much its 
manhood does, but in a different and complemcn-
tarv way. 



When die Book of Genesis speaks of "hdp", 
it is not refetrbg merely to acting, but also W 
teing. Wominhobd and rnahhood are oomple-
mcntarj' not only from tĴ e physical and psyc/mlogical 
points cf vieic, but a.'so from the ontoiogical. It is 

- ody duxiugh-die cbality-of-dir'lBasc^ 
die "feminine" diat the "human" finds full reali­
zation, 

8. After creating nnnn male tnd female, Goc' 
soys to bod:: "Fill the eartfj and pubdue it' {Gen 

-X^^Yr- Not only ̂ es-hrgivT-them the pô '̂ t to 
procreate as t means of perpcoiating the human 
species throughout rime, he also gfves fhcnt the 
earth, charging them with the responsible use of its re­
sources. As a radona.' anc free bebg, man Is ciflcd 
to iransfonn die face of the catth. In this task, 
which is essentially thot of culture, man and woman 
alike share equal responsibility from the start. In 
dieir fruitful rdationship as husbiuid and wife, b 
their common laik of exercising dominion over 
the earth, woman and man are marked netdier by 
a static and undifferenriatcd equality nor by on 
breconcilnble and inexorably confUcual' ciiffer-
ence. Their most natural rdationdiip, which cor­
responds to die plan of God. is the "unity of the 
two", a relational "uni-duality", whbb enables 
each to experience dieir interpersonal and redpro-
cal rdationship as a gift which enrkhcs nnd which 
confers responsibility. 

To this "unity of the rv/o" God has entriisted 
not only the work of ptorrealion and family life, 
but die creatbn of history itself. While tbe 1994 

Inlerruitiond Year of 'Jx Family focused attention 
on tfiatr>e>t jfs .mothers,. ,thc Beijing Conference, 
which has as its dieme 'Action for Equality, 
Developmen: and Peace", provides on auspicious 
occasion fpt heightening mvareness of J^^'V _ 
oonttibutions made by womer. to the life of whole 
societia and nations. Thia contribution is primarily 
spiritud and cultural in nature, bu: sodo-polit.cal 
and econonuc as well. Tne various .tcctots of 
locbty, nations and states, and the progreas of cll 
humanity, are cettauily deeply indebted lojhc 
contributbn of women! 

9. Progress usually tends to be measured ac­
cording to the criteria bf science and technolog;/. 
Nor from this pomt of view has the contribution 
of women been negligible. Even so, dds is not t>ie 
only tneasure of progress, nor b fact is it the prin­
cipal one. .Mudi more bnportant is the social and 
ethical dimersion, which deals with humar. rda-
tlons and spbitual vdueS. In this area, which often 
devdops in an inconspicuous way bcginnbg widi 
die daily rdftrionsh5>$ between peopb, espodaliy 
withb the family, sodety certamly ewes much to 
the "genitis of toomen". 

Here I would like to express ptttirulai appre-
dAtion to thcjse wofr.eii who are mvolved In d-.e 
varbut areas i>f education extending wdl beyond 
the family: nurseries, schools, universities, social 
service agencies, parishes, assodatlons and move­
ments. Wherever t̂ le work of education b called 
for, we can noie that women arc ever reedy and 
willing to give thenisdves generously to others, 

12 13 



cspcaally in saving die wed<est and most de-
fer.cdeM. In diis work tficy odiiBit i kbd of'tf/ 
fecttve. cttltttral a*id spiriiuai motherhood whfch has 
mesiimable vdue for die devdopment of bidivid-

' ' ' ^ ' ^ f '̂'̂  of^sodetyTT^t-tWsrpiJiirhw 
can I fail to mention the \vitDcss or" so many 
Cadxjbc uw.en end Rdiglous Congregations of 
wonicn from ê •ay continerit who have made 
educaiion. particulady die education of boys and 
girls dieir prindpal apostolate? How can I not 
ihirdt with gratitude-of aD tbe-w-omen-whtrhave-
worlced and continue to work b die area of hcaldi 
care, not only in .highly crgrnized bsriturioos, but 
also m very precarbui circumstances, m die 
pcorcst countries of the wodd. tiius demonstml-
mg a spirit of servfce which not infrequendy 
borders on incnyrdom? 

10. Il is dius my hope, dear sisters, diat you 
vvul reflect carefoOy on what it means to speak of 
die "geniui ofuKtnet", not only in order to be able ' 
to sec b diis phrass a spicific part of God's plan 
whidi needs to be accepted and apptedated, but 
abo in order to let diis genius be more fUly ex-
pressed b the life cf sodety ns a whole, as well as 
in die life of die Church. This subject came up 
frequendy durbg the Marian Year and I myself 
dwelt on ii at Icngdi b .niy Apostolic Letter 
Mtiî ris Dignitatem (1988). In addition, diis year' 
ui die Letter wdiich 1 customarilv send to priests 
tor Holy Thursday, I bvitcd them to reread 
Mtdieris Dignitatem and reflect on die ircpor-
ifltir rdcs which women have played in d-.eir 

lives Its mothers, sisters and co-workers in U\\. 
apostolate. This b another aspect—different from 
the conjugal aspect; but also important—of diat 
'lielp" which wotnen, accordbg to the Book of 
Genesis, arc called to gKe to ncn. 

—Fbe.X^uKkje€tJHJAaryjke.J;igh25i. expttssicni 
(/the '^fem&Jne genitis^ tM i\vct finds in her a 
source of constant irspiratiori. Mar/ called herself 
die "handmaid of die Lord" {Ut 1:38). Torough 
obedience to the Word of God she accepted her 
lofty yet rxjt ^asy vocation as wife and mother b 
the-famiy^LNasaneth. .PuttingJicttdf at. Giodls 
service, she also put hersdf at the service of 
others: a serxwr of love. Predsdy through this ser­
vice Maty was abb to experience b he: !ife a mys­
terious, but autheritlc "reign". Il is not by chance 
that she b invoked as "Queen of heaven and 
enrth". The entire comm-unity of bdievers thus in­
voices her; many natbns and peoples call upon her 
as their "Queen". For her, "tc reign" is to terve! 
Her service is "to reign"! 

Thb u the way b which authority needs to b>e 
lUideistood, both b the family and b society and 
the Church. Each person's fundnmenrol vocation 
il reveded in this "reigning", for each person has 
been created b the "image" of the One who b 
Lord of heaven and earth and called to be hb 
adopted son or daughter b Christ. Man is die 
oiJy creative on eatth "which God willed for its 
own sake", as die Secorid Vatfcan (Zouncil 
teaches; it signijficnndy adds that man "cannot 
fully find hims&£ except through a sincere gift of 
selP' {Gattdimn et Spes, 24). 

15 



Tiic matemd "reign" of Mary consbts b ihU. 
She wbo was, In all her bebg, a gift for her Son, 
has ah) become a gift for the soits jfid dat̂ hteirs of 
the tvho'e human rate, awakenbg profound trust m 
those who seek her guicance abng the difficult 

_paths..of- life-on -the-way- to-d-:etr •defblth-e -anc-
transcencent destby. Each one reaches this final 
goal by ficdity to hb oc her own vocation; this 
goal prtrvices meanbg and direction for the earth­
ly labours of men and women dike. 

. i L . . _ . In. Jhia.perspective -of- "̂ sea-ice'̂ —whfchp 
when It « carried out with freedom, redprocity 
and love, expresses the inily "royal" nature of 
mankbd—one can nko appreciate that the pre­
sence ol a certain diverstty of roles ia in no way pre­
judicial to women, provided thct this diverticy b 
not the result of an arbitrary Lmposidoo, bur k 
rather an expression of what k specific to being 
mde and female. Thb issue ako has a particular 
application within the (Dhutch. If Christ—by his 
free and sovereign choice, cleady attested to by 
the Gospd and by the Church's constant 
Tradition—entrusted only to cicr. the task of 
bebg an "icon" of his cotintenarce at "shepherd" 
and "bridegroom'' ofthe CbuKh througfj the exercise 
of tlx minirtaid priesilxx>d, thb m .no wny detracts 
froin tbe role of women, or for diat matter from 
the ro!e of die odier members of the Church who 
are net ordained to the sacred ministry, smce ali 
sliare equally b the dignity proper lo the "common 
pn'esthocd" bascc on Baptism, These role distbc-
lions shoiild not be viewed ir accordance with the 
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criierb of functionality typical in human sorbues. 
Rather they must be understood tcrording to the 
particdar aiieria of the sacramcHtal economy, i.e. 
the economy o: "signs" whJch God freely chooses 
in order to become present b the midst o: 

" liuiiianl£j\ " 
Futtiiermore, predsely b line \nth this econ­

omy of signs, e\en i: apart from the socrajreiital 
sphere, there is great signiF.caiicc to thtt "woman­
hood" which was Uved in such a sublime way hy 
IViary, In feet, diere k present m the "woman­
hood" opfiwonan whobeltgTg?, fltsd cspectMly Uf 
a woman who fe "consecrated", a Idind of inherent 
"prophecy" (cf. Mulicris Di&iitaUm, 29), a power­
fully cvccative symbolism, n highly significnni 
"icomc character", which finds its full realization 
ui Marv and which also apdy expresses the ver> 
essence of the Church as a communiry conss-
crated widi die btegrity of a "virpn" heart tc 
become J:e "bride" of Cnrbt u\6 "trnther" of 
believers. When we oo.nsider die "iconic" com­
plementarity of male and femde robs, two of the 
Church's essentid dimensions are seen in a dctrer 
light: die "Marian" prbciplc trxl the Aposrolic-
Petrbe principle (cf. ibkl., 27). 

On the other hand—as I wrote to priests b 
thb year's Holy Hiarsday Letter—di; ministerial 
priesdicodL according tc Chrisr's plan, "1$ on 
expressbo not of dombarion but of service" 
(No. 7). The Church urgendy needt. in her daily 
sclf-ienewd m the light of the Woid of God, to 
emphasize this fnct ever more c.'eatly, both by de-
vclopbg che spirit of communion and by carrfully 
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fostering all those means of parriclpadcn whidi 
are properly hers, and dsc by showbg respect for 

ptomotbg the divetse pstsond and cqmtnu-
nnl chfrisms wfeh die Spirit of God besfows for 
die buildbg up of die Christian commurdty and 
the servfce of humam'ty, 

~~ " " In W$ "^msflloinî  sSvT*," Uie T^KuftJî  
tAvo-tiiousand-ycar history, for all its histô bd 
donditiontng, has truly experienced die "genius of 
woman"; from die heart of die Qiurch dierc have 
emerged women of the highest calibre who have 
Icfx .*n bipressive and bencficid mark b history. I 

ihlfik cf dic'grcS lih^ of ŵ ^̂  
and famous mystics. In a particular way I thbk of 
Saint Cadierbe of Sieita and of Sabt Teresa of 
Avila, whom Pope Paul VI of happy memory 
gtititcd die tide of Doctors of dis Church. And 
how can we overlook the ma.ny women, inspired 
by fakh, wbo were responsible for bitiatives of 
eictraordbary socid importance, espedally in 
scr/bg die poorest of die pcor? The life o.*̂  the 
Church b the Third Millcruiium wiJI cenainly not 
be lackbg in new and surprbbg manifestatb.ns of 
"the feminbe genius", 

12. You can see then, dear sisters, that the 
Church has many recsoiis for .noping that the 
forthcoming United Nations Confetence b 
3(̂ iimg uiil! bring out t/x fvR truth about uotrKn. 
Ncccssaty emphasis should be placed oh-die 
"gfinitu ofwomerf', not only by considering great 
and famcus wotricn oc the . past or present,* but 
dso those ordinary women who tc/cal the gift of 
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dieir womanhood by placbg thermdves at die ser­
vfce of others m their evcrydiiy lives. For b giving 
themselves to oHiets each day women fucfl their 
deepest vocation. Perhaps more tnan men, women 
acknouAed̂  tbe person, because they see persons 

" vî th theif ftcaiK.'Thcy sce:lfietn iricepeBdaidv of" 
various ideological or political systems. They sec 
odiers in iheir greatness and limitations; they tsy 
to go out to them and heiP'tkem. In thb way the 
basic plan of the Creator taJtes dcsh b die hbiot̂ -
of humanit)' and there b aonstandy revealed, in 
tfre variety ijl-vociiteia; lUnti feawy^^-^i merdy 
physical, but above all spiritual—which God bc-
sto'wed from the very begmning oti all, and b e 
patricidair way on waraem. 

^X'hile I conunerxl to the Lcrd b prayer the 
success of the biponono nicetbg b Beijbg, 1 
invite Ecdestal C6wnun:ties to make thb year an 
occasion of heaitfdt thanksgiving to the Creator 
and Redeemer of the wodd for the gift of th's 
great treasure which b womanhood. In all its 
ezprsssbns, womanhood' fe- part of the essential 
heritage of mankind and of.die (Church herself. 

May Mary, Queen of Ecve, watch over wom­
en and their mission m service cf humanity, of 
petce, of the spread of God's Kingdom 

Witfi my Blessbg. 

From die Vttfcan, 29 June 1995. die; Solemn­
ity of Sobts Peter and Paul. 


