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MEMORANDUM FROM THE PRESIDENT 

To: The Secretary of Health and Human Services 

Re: The T i t l e X "Gag Rule" 

T i t l e X of the Public Health Services Act provides federal 
funding for family planning c l i n i c s to provide services for low-
income patients. The Act specifies that T i t l e X funds may not be 
used for the performance of abortions, but places no restrictions 
on the ab i l i t y of cl i n i c s that receive T i t l e X funds to provide 
abortion counseling and referrals or to perform abortions using 
non-Title X funds. During the f i r s t 18 years of the program, 
medical professionals at Ti t l e X c l i n i c s provided complete, 
uncensored information, including nondirective abortion counseling. 
In February 1988, the Department of Health and Human Services, 
adopted regulations, which have become known as the "Gag Rule," 
prohibiting T i t l e X recipients from providing their patients with 
information, counseling or referrals concerning abortion. 
Subsequent attempts by the Bush Administration to modify the Gag 
Rule and ensuing litigation have created confusion and uncertainty 
about the current legal status of the regulations. 

The Gag Rule endangers women's lives and health by preventing 
them from receiving complete and accurate medical information, and 
interferes with the doctor-patient relationship by prohibiting 
information that medical professionals are otherwise ethically and 
legally required to provide to their patients. Furthermore, the 
Gag Rule contravenes the clear intent of a majority of the members 
of both the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives, which twice 
passed legislation to block the Gig Rule's enforcement but failed 
to override presidential vetoes. 

For these reasons, you have informed me that you w i l l suspend 
the Gag Rule pending the promulgation of new regulations in 
accordance with the "notice and comment" procedures of the 
Administrative Procedure Act. I hereby direct you to take that 
action as soon as possible. I further direct that, within 30 days, 
you publish in the Federal Register new proposed regulations for 
public comment. 

You are hereby authorized and directed to publish this 
memorandum in the Federal Register. 

B i l l Clinton 
The White House 
January 22, 1993 



MEMORANDUM FROM THE PRESIDENT 

To: The^Admipastrator of the Agency for International Development 

Re: AID Family Planning Grants/Mexico City Policv 

The Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 prohibits nongovernmental 
organizations ("NGO's") that receive federal funds from using those 
funds "to pay for the performance of abortions as a method of 
family planning, or to motivate or coerce any person to practice 
abortions." 22 U.S.C. <5 2151b(f) (i) . --.5inco~)£he August 1984 
announcement by President,Reagan of what has become known as the 
"Mexico City Polic^"^the'^'Ag^ficy for International Development / 
("AID") expanded-this limitation and withheld AID funds from ^ 
NGO's that engage i n a wide range of a c t i v i t i e s , including 
providing advice, counseling or information regarding abortion, or 
lobbying a foreign government t o legalize, or riiake abortion 
available. -AiB—impose&-these conditions;;^ even where "an NGO uses 
non-AID funds f o r abortion-related a c t i v i t i e s . 

These excessively broad anti-abortion conditions are 
unwarranted. I am informed that the cpndil^iojis are not mandated / 

^^y by the Foreign Assistance Act*^Sf3reover,*"they have -sef4^isjiy>- ^ 
undermined e f f o r t s to promote safe and efficacious family planning 
programs i n foreign nations. Accordingly, I hereby d i r e c t that AID 
remove the conditions not e x p l i c i t l y mandated by the Foreign 
Assistance Act from a l l current AID grants to NGO's, and exclude 
them from future grants. 

B i l l Clinton 
The White House 
January 22, 1993 



MEMORANDUM FROM THE PRESIDENT 

To: The Secretary of Defense 

Re: Pri v a t e l y Funded Abortions at M i l i t a r y Hospitals 

Section 1093 of T i t l e 10 of the United States Code pr o h i b i t s 
the use of Department of Defense ("DOD") funds t o perform abortions 
except where the l i f e of a woman would be endangered i f the fetus 
were carried t o term. By memoranda of December 21, 1987 and June 
21, 1988, DOD has gone beyond what I am informed are the 
requirements of the statute and has banned a l l abortions at U.S. 
m i l i t a r y f a c i l i t i e s , even where the procedure i s p r i v a t e l y funded. 
This ban i s unwarranted. Accordingly, I hereby d i r e c t that you 
reverse the ban immediately, and permit abortion services t o be 
provided, i f paid f o r e n t i r e l y with non-DOD funds, and i n 
accordance with other relevant DOD po l i c i e s and procedures. 

You are hereby authorized and directed to publish t h i s 
memorandum i n the Federal Register. 

B i l l Clinton 
The White House 
January 22, 1993 



MEMORANDUM FROM THE PRESIDENT 

To: The Secretary of Health and Human Services 

Re: Federal Funding of Fetal Tissue Transplantation Research 

On March 22, 1988, the Assistant Secretary f o r Health of 
Health and Human Services ("HHS") imposed a temporary moratorium 
on federal funding of research involving transplantation of f e t a l 
tissue from induced abortions. Contrary t o the recommendations of 
a National I n s t i t u t e of Health Advisory panel, on November 2, 1989, 
the Secretary of HHS extended the moratorium i n d e f i n i t e l y . This 
moratorium has s i g n i f i c a n t l y hampered the development of possible 
treatments f o r individuals a f f l i c t e d with serious diseases and 
disorders, such as Parkinson's disease, Alzheimer's disease, 
diabetes, and leukemia. Accordingly, I hereby d i r e c t that you 
immediately l i f t the moratorium. 

You are hereby authorized and directed t o publish t h i s 
memorandum i n the Federal Register. 

B i l l Clinton 
The White House 
January 22, 1993 



MEMORANDUM FROM THE PRESIDENT 

To: The Secretary of Health and Human Services 

Re: Importation of RU-48 6 

In Import A l e r t 66-47, the Food and Drug Administration 
("FDA") excluded the drug M i f e p r i s t i n e — commonly known as RU-
486 — from the l i s t of drugs that individuals can import i n t o the 
United States f o r t h e i r "personal use," although the drugs have not 
yet been approved f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n by the FDA. (See FDA Regulatory 
Procedures Manual, Chapter 9-71.) Import A l e r t 66-47 e f f e c t i v e l y 
bans the importation i n t o t h i s nation of a drug that i s used i n 
other nations as a nonsurgical means of abortion, and that i s being 
tested as a possible treatment f o r cancer and other serious 
diseases. 

I am informed th a t i n excluding RU-486 from the personal use 
importation exemption, the FDA appears t o have based i t s decision 
on factors other than an assessment of the possible health and 
safety r i s k s of the drug. Accordingly, I hereby d i r e c t that you 
promptly i n s t r u c t the FDA to determine whether there i s s u f f i c i e n t 
evidence to warrant exclusion of RU-486 from the l i s t of drugs that 
q u a l i f y f o r the personal use importation exemption. Furthermore, 
i f the FDA concludes that RU-486 meets the c r i t e r i a f o r the 
personal use importation exemption, I d i r e c t that you immediately 
take steps t o rescind Import A l e r t 66-47. 

In addition, I d i r e c t t h a t you promptly assess i n i t i a t i v e s by 
which the Department of Health and Human Services can promote the 
t e s t i n g , licensing, and manufacturing i n the United States of RU-
486 or other antiprogestins. 

You are hereby authorized and directed t o publish t h i s 
memorandum i n the Federal Register. 

B i l l Clinton 
The White House 
January 22, 1993 



THE WHITE H O U S E 

WASH INGTO N I 
~3 

MEMORANDUM FROM THE PRESIDENT 

To: The Secretary of Health and Human Services 

Re: Federal Funding of Fetal Tissue Transplantation Research 

March 22, 1988, the Assistant Secretary for Health of 
-̂ _and Human Services ("HHS") imposed a temporary moratorium 
ierap funding of research involving transplantation of fetal 

le from i^uced^bortions. Contrary to the recommendations of 
a National Tnstiti^-tft^f Health^visoryjpanel, on November 2, 1989, 

l ^ t h e Secretary of^liri^extended^the moratorium indefinitely. This 
moratorium has sigitificantly hampered the development of possible 
treatments for individuals afflicted with serious diseases and 
disorders, such as Parkinson's disease, Alzheimer's 
diabetes, and leukemia.. Accordingly, 
immediately l i f t the moratorium. 

I hereby d i r e c t 
disease, 
t h a t you 

You are hereby authorized and directed t o publish t h i s 
memorandum i n the Federal^ Register. 

WilliamJ< Clinton 
The White House 
Januatry 22, 1993 



T H E WHITE H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

MEMORANDUM FROM THE PRESIDENT 

To: The Secretary of Health and Human Services 

Re: Federal Funding of Fetal Tissue Transplantation Research 

On March 22, 1988, the Assistafnt /Secretary f o r Health of 
y Hea]4;h and Human Services ((OTSjy iAposjfed a temporary moratorium 
' o i ^ y d e r a l funding of research involvind transplantation of f e t a l 
^ tissue from induced abortions. Corltrar/ t o the recommendations of 
^ \ a National I n s t i t u t ^ o f HealtlvAdylsory/panel, on November 2, 1989, 

^ y i ' ^ t h e Secretary of. HHS, extended tlie mor Ator itim i n d e f i n i t e l y . This 
/V̂ LXUT moratorium has s r g i f i f i c a n t l y ha4pered/the development of possible 

treatments f o r ind i v i d u a l s a f T l i c t e d w i t h serious diseases and 
disorders, such as Parkinson's disease, Alzheimer's disease, 
diabetes, and leukemia. Accordingly, I hereby d i r e c t t h a t you 
immediately l i f t the moratorium. 

You are hereby authbrized â nd 
memorandum i n the Federal/Register/. 

directed to publish t h i s 

Willizun J.' Clinton 
The I'Thite House 
Janu^y 22, 1993 

"^VuC \4-JlLeSL 

.y ^O-i C) 

yf77?> 



THE WHITE H O U S E 

WAS HIN GTO N 

MEMORANDUM FROM THE PRESIDENTj 

_ To:—The- Secretary of Health and Humari Services 

j, ,r;^t .Re:-̂  Federal Funding of Fetal Tissue Transplantation Research 

On March 22, 1988, the Assistant Secretary f o r Health of 
Health and Human Services ("HHS") imposed a temporary moratorium 
on r-f federal funding of research involving transplantation of f e t a l 
tissue from induced abortions. Contrary t o the recommendations of 
a National I n s t i t u ^ ^ f Health Advisory panel, on November 2, 1989, 

j M ' ^ t h e Secretary of/HH^^^xtended the moratorium i n d e f i n i t e l y . This 
f c t moratorium has s i g n i f i c a n t l y hampered the development of possible 

treatments f o r individuals a f f l i c t e d with serious diseases and 
disorders, such as Parkinson's disease, Alzheimer's disease, 
diabetes, and leukemia. Accordingly, I hereby d i r e c t t h a t you 
immediately l i f t the moratorium. 

You are hereby authorized and directed t o publish t h i s 
memorandum i n the Federal Register. 

Willieutt J.^Clinton 
The Wt).ite House 
January 22, 1993 

L.. 



T H E WHITE H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

MEMORANDUM 

To: 

THE PRESIDENT 
t i l \ 

Secretary of Health and HumarTServices 

c,<y J^Jec^'-Jie^ Federal Funding of Fetal Tissue Transplantation Research 

On March 22, 1988, the Assistant Secretary f o r Health of 
Hee^th and Human Services ("HHS") imposed a temporary moratorium 
onl^*deral funding of research involving transplantation of f e t a l 
tissue from induced abortions. Contrary t o the reconunendations of 
a National Institto^e^af Health ̂ Svisory panel, on November 2, 1989, 

1^the Secretary of/ffiIS>€xtended the moratorium i n d e f i n i t e l y . This 
moratorium has s r g n l f i c a n t l y hampered the development of possible 
treatments f o r individuals a f f l i c t e d with serious diseases and 
disorders, such as Parkinson's disease, Alzheimer's disease, 
diabetes, and leukemia. Accordingly, I hereby d i r e c t that you 
immediately l i f t the moratorium. 

You are hereby authorized and directed t o publish t h i s 
memorandum i n the Federal Register. 

William^J. Clinton 
The White House 
Jan^stry 22, 1993 
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MEMORANDUM FROM THE PREEIIDENT ^ 0 ^ 

B Admii(>a£ To: The^dmii(>astrator of the Agency for Intemational Development 

Re: AID Family Planning Grants/Mexico Cltv Policv 

The Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 prohibits nongovernmental 
organizations ('*NGO's") ibhat receive federal funds from using those 
funds "to pay for the performance of abortions as a method of 
family planning, or to motivate or coerce any person to practice 
abortions.•» 22 U.S.C. § 2151b(f) jpi)^^^Sinee^^e August 1984 -

^" announcement by Presiderft Reagan of what has become known as the 
L/^"Mexico Qity Policy "yyi:he*̂ *Agfefftry for International Development 

("AID")-SSS-expand**-this limitation and withheld AID funds fron 
NGO's that engage in a wide range of activities, including 
providing advice, counseling or information regarding abortion, or 
lobbying a foreign go'/ernment to legaJ-ize^or Aake abortion 
available. -AIG—imposas these conditionsj^^H^n^tmex'e^^irn NGO uses 
non-AID funds for abortion-related activities. 

These excessively broad anti-abortion conditions are 
unwarranted. I am infomed that the conditions are not mandated y 
by the Foreign Assistance Act>t^ *^5il3reoyer,*rhey have Bogi«wty v 
undermined efforts to promote safe and efficacious family planning 
programs in foreign nations. Accordingly, I hereby direct that AID 
remove the conditions not explicitly mandated by the Foreign 
Assistance Act from a l l current AID grants to NGO's, and exclude 
them from future grants. 

B i l l Clinton 
The White House 
January 22, 1993 
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THE WHITE H O U S E ^ ^ ^ / y ^ ^ 

WASHINGTON ^ 

January 22, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

SUBJECT: Importation of RU-486 

In Import Alert 66-47, the Food and Drug Administration ("FDA") 
excluded the drug Mifepristine — commonly known as RU-486 — 
from the l i s t of drugs that individuals can import into the 
United States for their "personal use," although the drugs have 
not yet been approved for distribution by the FDA. (See FDA 
Regulatory Procedures Manual, Chapter 9-71.) Import Alert 66-47 
effectively bans the importation into this Nation of a drug that 
i s used in other nations as a nonsurgical means of abortion^^d 
^fehat^s—being—tes^t«d-as—a—possible-treatmenfe—for^sanee-r^ 
other^.s^riipus^iseases 

I am informed that in excluding RU-486 from the personal use 
importation exemption, the FDA appears to have based i t s 
decision on factors other than an assessment of the possible 
health and safety risks of the drug. Accordingly, I hereby 
direct that you promptly instruct the FDA to determine whether 
there i s sufficient evidence to warrant exclusion of RU-486 from 
the l i s t of drugs that qualify for the personal use importation 
exemption. Furthermore, i f the FDA concludes that RU-486 meets 
the c r i t e r i a for the personal use importation exemption, I 
direct that you immediately take steps to rescind Import 
Alert 66-47. 

In addition, I direct that you promptly assess in i t i a t i v e s by 
which the Department of Health and Human Services can promote 
the testing, licensing, and manufacturing in the United States 
of RU-486 or other antiprogestins. 

You are hereby authorized and directed to publish this 
memorandum in the Federal Register. 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

WAS HIN GTO N 

l ^ y 

NEHORANDUM FROM THE PRESIDENT 

To: The Secretary of Health and Human Services 

Re: Importation of RU-486 

In Import A l e r t 66-47, the Food and Drug Administration 
("FDA") excluded the dz-ug M i f e p r i s t i n e — commonly known as RU-
486 — from the l i s t of drugs t h a t individuals can import i n t o the 
United States f o r t h e i r "personal use," although the drugs have not 
yet been approved f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n by the FDA. (^ee FDA Regulatory 
Procedures Manual, Chapter 9-710_^Import A l e r t 66-47 e f f e c t i v e l y 
iaans the importation i n t o t h i s ^ ^ ^ i o r f of a drug, t h a t i s used i n 
other nations as a nonsurgical i r i ^ s of abortio/Q^nd th a t i s being 
tested as a possible treatment f o r cancer ^^st^ other serious 
diseases. 

I am informed t h a t i n excluding RU-486 from the personal use 
importation exemption, the FDA appears t o have based i t s decision 
on factors other than an assessment of the possible health and 
safety r i s k s of the drug. Accordingly, I hereby d i r e c t t h a t you 
promptly i n s t r u c t the FDA t o determine whether there i s s u f f i c i e n t 
evidence t o warrant exclusion of RU-486 from the l i s t of drugs th a t 
q u a l i f y f o r the personal use importation exemption. Furthermore, 
i f the FDA concludes that RU-486 meets the c r i t e r i a f o r the 
personal use importation exemption, I d i r e c t t h a t you immediately 
take steps t o rescind Import A l e r t 66-47. 

In a d d i t i o n , I d i r e c t t h a t you promptly assess i n i t i a t i v e s by 
which the Department of Health and Human Services can promote the 
t e s t i n g , l i c e n s i n g , and manufacturing i n the United states of RU-
486 or other antiprogestins. 

You are hereby authorized and directed t o publish t h i s 
memorandum i n the Federal Register. 

Wil I l M J. j^Jinton 
laie \n i i teA 
/danuary ̂ 22, 



THE WHITE H O U S E 

WAS HIN GTO N 

MEMORANDUM FROM THE PRESIDENT 

To: The Secretary of Health and/Human Services 

Re: Importation of RU-486 

y ^ "Fv °̂*P°̂ t A l e r t 66-4J, the Food and Drug Administration 
^ (i^FDAi!^ excluded the drug i l i f e p r i s t i n e — commonly known as RU-

486 — from the l i s t of drugs t h a t individuals can import i n t o the 
United States f o r t h e i r "jofersonal use," although the drugs have not 
yet been approved f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n by the FDA. (See FDA Regulatory 
Procedures Manual, Chapt/er 9-71^)^ Import A l e r t 66-47 e f f e c t i v e l y 
bans the importation i n t o t h i s (nation of a drug th a t i s used i n 
other nations as a nonsurgical means of abortion, and t h a t i s being 
tested as a p o s s i b l ^ treatment f o r cancer and other serious 
diseases. 

I am informed th a t i n excluding RU-486 from the personal use 
importation exemptibn, the FDA appears t o have based i t s decision 
on factors other than an assessment of the possible health and 
safety r i s k s of the drug. Accordingly, I hereby d i r e c t t h a t you 
promptly i n s t r u c t / t h e FDA to determine whether there i s s u f f i c i e n t 
evidence t o warraht exclusion of RU-486 from the l i s t of drugs t h a t 
q u a l i f y f o r the iiersonal use importation exemption. Furthermore, 
i f the FDA coricludes that RU-486 meets the c r i t e r i a f o r the 
personal use importation exemption, I d i r e c t that you immediately 
take steps t o rescind Import A l e r t 66-47. 

In addiyion, I d i r e c t that you promptly assess i n i t i a t i v e s by 
which the Department of Health and Human Services can promote the 
t e s t i n g , licensing, and manufacturing i n the United States of RU-
486 or oth^r antiprogestins. 

^ You are hereby authorized and directed t o publish t h i s 
^ memorandum i n the Federal Register. 

Willieun J . Clinton 
The White House 
January 22, 1993 



T H E WHITE H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

ny... 
MEMORANDUM FROM THE PRES]EDENT ^ 

^ — ( ; . , ' ^ i > - ^ ^ J 

5?oi_The>Secretary of Health and Human Services 

hj i yRe: Importation of RU-486 

In Import A l e r t 66-47, the Food and Drug Administration 
("FDA") excluded the drug M i f e p r i s t i n e — commonly known as RU-
486 — from the l i s t of drugs th a t individuals can import i n t o the 
United States f o r t h e i r "personal use," although the drugs have not 
yet been approved f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n by the FDA. (See FDA Regulatory 
Procedures Manual, Chapter 9-71.),^. Import A l e r t 66-47 e f f e c t i v e l y 
bans the importation i n t o t h i s nation of a drug th a t i s used i n ' 
other nations as a nonsurgical means of abortioi^;fand t h a t i s being /'' ' f 
tested as a possible treatment f o r cancer and other serious 
diseases. 

I am informed th a t i n excluding RU-486 from the personal use 
importation exemption, the FDA appears t o have based i t s decision 
on factors other than an assessment of the possible health and 
safety r i s k s of the drug. Accordingly, I hereby d i r e c t t h a t you 
promptly i n s t r u c t the FDA t o determine whether there i s s u f f i c i e n t 
evidence t o warrant exclusion of RU-486 from the l i s t of drugs th a t 
q u a l i f y f o r the personal use importation exemption. Furthermore 
I f the FDA concludes t h a t RU-486 meets the c r i t e r i a f o r the 
personal use importation exemption, I d i r e c t t h a t you immediately 
take steps t o rescind Import A l e r t 66-47. 

In addition, I d i r e c t t h a t you promptly assess i n i t i a t i v e s by 
which the Department of Health and Human Services can promote the 
t e s t i n g , licensing, and manufacturing i n the United States of RU-
486 or other antiprogestins. 

You are hereby authorized and directed t o publish t h i s 
memorandum i n the Federal Register. 

William J i Clinton 
The /White House L̂ ? 
January ^2, 1993 

r 



T H E WHITE H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

MEMORANDUM FROM THE^PREflTOENT 

ro: Secretary of Health and Human Services 

5̂ tij«c;tRer: Importation of RU-486 

In Import Alert 66-47, the Food and Drug Administration 
("FDA") excluded the drug Mifepristine — commonly known as RU-
486 — from the l i s t of drugs that individuals can import into the 
United States for their "personal use," although the drugs have not 
yet been approved for distribution by the FDA. (See FDA Regulatory 
Procedures Manual, Chapter 9-71.)^ Import Alert 66-47 effectively 
bans the importation into this nation of a drug that i s used in 
other nations as a nonsurgical means of abortiorvTy^d that i s being 
tested as a possible treatment for cancer and other serious 
diseases. 

I am informed that in excluding RU-486 from the personal use 
importation exemption, the FDA appears to have based i t s decision 
on factors other than an assessment of the possible health and 
safety risks of the drucf. Accordingly, I hereby direct that you 
promptly instruct the FDA to determine whether there i s sufficient 
evidence to warrant exclusion of RU-486 from the l i s t of drugs that 
qualify for the personal use importation exemption. Furthermore, 
i f the FDA concludes that RU-486 meets the c r i t e r i a for the 
personal use importation exemption, I direct that you immediately 
take steps to rescind Import Alert 66-47. 

In addition, I direct that you promptly assess in i t i a t i v e s by 
which the Department of Health and Human Services can promote the 
testing, licensing, and manufacturing in the United States of RU-
486 or other antiprogestins. 

You are hereby authorized and directed to publish this 
memorandum in the Federal Register. 

y 



THE WHITE H O U S E p-.. 

W A S H I N G T O N ' ; - - V ^ 
I . - •• • ,f^.v 

MEMORANDUM FROM THE PRESIDENT 

To: The Secretary of Defense 

R^i P r i v a t e l y Funded Abortions at M i l i t a r y Hospitals 

^ Section 1093 of Yi t l e " ^ i a ) of the United States Code p r o h i b i t s 
the use of Departmentr^of Defense ("DOD") funds t o perform abortions 
y6xcept where the l i f e of a woman would be endangered if^-the fetus 

py were ca r r i e d t o term. By memoranda of December 21, 1982^nd June 
21, 1988, DOD has gone beyond what I am i n f o r m e d ^ r e the 
requirements of the statute and has banned a l l abortions at U.S. 
m i l i t a r y f a c i l i t i e s , even where the procedure i s p r i v a t e l y funded. 

/This ban i s unwarranted. Accordingly, I hereby d i r e c t t h a t you 
reverse the ban immediately^) and permit abortion services t o be 

>Proyided, i f paid f o r eS€lrely with non-DOD f u n d ^ ^ and in?-
l ^ accordance with other relevant DOD p o l i c i e s and procediSres; 

You are hereby authorized and directed t o publish t h i s 
memorandum i n the Federal Register. 

William Sllnton 
The Whijke House 
January 22, 1993 



THE WHITE H O U S E 

WAS HIN GTO N 

MEMORANDUM FROM THE PRESIDENT 

To: The Secretary of Defense 

Re: Pr i v a t e l y Funded Abortions at M i l i t a r y Hospitals 
y y ' i-y x " 

Section 1093 of T i t l e 10 of the United States Code p r o h i b i t s 
the use of Department of Defense (.'̂DOD̂i.j funds t o perform abortions 
except where the l i f e of a woman would be endangered i f the fetus 

^ were carried t o term. By memoranda of December 21, 19877)and June 
21, 1988, DOD has gone beyond what I am informed are the 
requirements of the statute and has banned a l l abortions at U.S. 
m i l i t a r y f a c i l i t i e s , even where the procedure i s p r i v a t e l y funded. 
This ban i s unwarranted. Accordingly, I hereby d i r e c t t h a t you 
reverse the ban immediately, and permit abortion services t o be 
provided, i f paid f o r e n t i r e l y with non-DOD funds, and i n 
accordance with other relevant DOD p o l i c i e s and procedures. 

>̂ You are hereby authorized and directed t o publish t h i s 
f memorandtam i n the Federal Register. 

William Clinton 
The White House 
Janua^ 22, 1993 



THE WHITE H O U S E 

WAS HIN GTO N 

ny 
MEMORANDUM FROM THE PRES][DENT\̂  

CTo:___-The^Secretary of Defense C'*'̂ '̂ J 

,r //j ^ „RePrivately Funded Abortions at M i l i t a r y Hospital; 

Section 1093 of T i t l e 10 of the United States Code p r o h i b i t s 
the use of Department of Defense ("DOD") funds t o perform abortions 
except where the l i f e of a woman would be endangered i f the fetus 
were car r i e d t o term. By memoranda of December 21, 1987 and June 
21, 1988, DOD has gone beyond what I am informed ^ are the 
requirements of the statute and has banned a l l abortions at U.S.'̂  
m i l i t a r y f a c i l i t i e s , even where the procedure i s p r i v a t e l y funded. 
This ban i s unwarranted. Accordingly, I hereby d i r e c t t h a t you 
reverse the ban immediately;?^ and permit abortion services t o be 
provided, i f paid f o r e n t i r e l y with non-DOD funds,'; and i n 
accordance w i t h other relevant DOD p o l i c i e s and procedure^; 

You are hereby authorized and directed t o publish t h i s 
memorandum i n the Federal Register. 

William J,* ; Clinton 
Thejwhite House| 
Januki?^/22', l'993 

/ • / y ,f../.v T 

- y ' " 



T H E WHITE H O U S E 

WASHINGTON / ' L ^ / -

a 

MEMORANDUM F R ^ THE PREfilDENTN^ 

(Toinihe^Secretary of Defense CaM. ^ 

S J ^ j ^ ^ 'yStA^ Privately Funded Abortions at Military Hospitals 

Section 1093 of I'itle 10 of the United States Code prohibits 
the use of Department of Defense ("DOD") funds to perform abortions 
except where the l i f e of a woman would be endangered i f the fetus 
were carried to term. By memoranda of December 21, 1987 and June 
21, 1988, DOD has gone beyond what I am informed^ are the 
requirements of the statute and has banned a l l abortions at U.S.'** 
military f a c i l i t i e s , even where the procedure i s privately funded. 
This ban i s unwarranted. Accordingly, I hereby direct that you 
reverse the ban immediately^^nd permit abortion services to be ' 
provided, i f paid for entirely with non-DOD fund^^TKand in 
accordance with other relevant DOD policies and procediires^ 

You are hereby authorized and directed to publish this 
memorandum in the Federal Register. 

on 



T H E WHITE H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

January 22, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ACTING ADMINISTRATOR OF THE AGENCY 
FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

SUBJECT: AID Family Planning Grants/Mexico City Policy 

The Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 prohibits nongovernmental 
organizations ("NGO's") that receive Federal funds from using 
those funds "to pay for the performance of abortions as a method 
of family planning, or to motivate or coerce any person to 
practice abortions." (22 U.S.C. 2151b(f)(1)). The August 1984 
announcement by President Reagan of what has become known as the 
"Mexico City Policy" directed the Agency for International 
Development ("AID") to expand this limitation and withhold AID 
funds from NGO's that engage in a wide range of a c t i v i t i e s , 
including providing advice, counseling, or information regarding 
abortion, or lobbying a foreign government to legalize or make 
abortion available. These conditions have been imposed even 
where an NGO uses non-AID funds for abortion-related a c t i v i t i e s . 

These excessively broad anti-abortion conditions are 
unwarranted. I am informed that the conditions are not man­
dated by the Foreign Assistance Act or any other law. Moreover, 
they have undermined efforts to promote safe and efficacious 
family planning programs in foreign nations. Accordingly, i 
hereby direct that AID remove the conditions not ex p l i c i t l y 
mandated by the Foreign Assistance Act/from a l l current AID 
grants to NGO's and exclude them from/future grants. 

<4*fe^ c^/Z^y y<^ 
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MEMORANDUM FROM THE PRESIDENT ^ 

To: The^dmioastrator of the Agency for International Development 

Re: AID Family Planning Grants/Mexico Citv Policy 

The Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 prohibits nongovernmental 
organizations ("NGO's") that receive federal funds from using those 
funds "to pay for the performance of abortions as a method of 

/ family planning, or to motivate or coerce any person to practice 
abortions." 22 U.S.C. § 2151b(f) ,(>^)'ir^^:Siftee-~]Ehe August 1984 -

^./announcement by President Reagan of what has become known as the 
i/^^"Mexico Qity Volicy^^^"y^he^'T^^cy for International Development / 

L - - ^ ( " A I D " ) e x p a n d * * - t h i s limitation and withheld AID funds from_ ^ 
NGO's that engage in a wide range of ac t i v i t i e s , including 
providing advice, counseling or information regarding abortion, or 
lobbying a foreign gov^nment to legalijze j _ ^ r Aake^ abortion 
available. -AfD—imposas these conditionsj^'kH^n where"^'nNGO uses 
non-AID funds for abortion-related a c t i v i t i e s . 

These excessively broad anti-abortion conditions are 
unwarranted. I am informed that the c^^di^ions are not mandated / 
by the Foreign Assistance Act>^^ JfBreov'er," they have scgiewty ^ 
underTtiined efforts to promote safe arid efficacious family planning 
programs in foreign nations. Accordingly, I hereby direct that AID 
remove the conditions not explicitly mandated by the Foreign 
Assistance Act from a l l current AID grants to NGO's, and exclude 
them from future grants. 

B i l l Clinton 
The White House 

' •- ̂  January 22, 1993 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

WAS H I N G T O N 

January 22, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE AGENCY 
FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

SUBJECT: AID Family Planning Grants/Mexico City Policy 

The Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 prohibits nong<^ernmental 
organizations ("NGO's") that receive Federal funds from using 
those funds "to pay for the performance of abortions as a method 
of family planning, or to motivate or coerce-^any person to 
practice abortions." (22 U.S.C. 2151b(f)(i)). Since the August 
1984 announcement by President Reagan of What has become known 
as the "Mexico City Policy," the Agency for International 
Development ("AID") has expanded this limitation and withheld 
AID funds from NGO's that engage in a wide range of ac t i v i t i e s , 
including providing advice, counseling, or information regarding 
abortion, or lobbying a foreign government to legalize or make 
abortion available. AID imposes these conditions even where an 
NGO uses non-AID funds for abortion-related a c t i v i t i e s . 

These excessively broad anti-abortion conditions are 
unwarranted. I am informed that the conditions are not 
mandated by the Foreign Assistance Act. Moreover, they have 
seriously undermined efforts to promote safe and efficacious 
family planning programs in foreign nations. Accordingly, I 
hereby direct that AID remove the conditions not explicitly 
mandated by the Foreign Assistance Act from a l l current AID 
grants to NGO's and exclude them from future grants. 



T H E WHITE H O U S E 

WAS HIN GTO N 

MEMORANDUM FROM THE PRESIDENT 

To: The Administrator of the Agency f o r I n t e r n a t i o n a l Development 

Re: AID Family Planning Grants/Mexico c i t v Policv 

The Foreign Assistance Adt of 1541_prohibi;fe^nongovernmental 
organizations ("NGO's") thatyteceiv«!^der^,^f^ds from using those^ 
funds "to pay f o r the performance^^l^pAtow-tions as a method of ' 
family planning, or t o moffivate or c6^ce any person t o practice 

^ a b o r t i o n s . " <;22 U.S.C./§) 2151b(f)/(i)j. since the August 1984 
announcement by Presideik-^eagan ofMWiat has become known as the 
"Mexico City Policy," the Agency f o r I n t e r n a t i o n a l Development 
("AID") has expanded t h i s l i m i t a t i o n and withheld AID funds from 
NGO's t h a t engage i n a wide range of a c t i v i t i e s , including 

^ p r o v i d i n g advice, counselinqfbr information regarding abortion, or 
lobbying a foreign g o verWnt t o legali z e or make abortion 
available. AID imposes these conditions even where an NGO uses 
non-AID funds f o r abortion-related a c t i v i t i e s . 

These excessively broad anti-abortion conditions are 
unwarranted. I am informed th a t the conditions are not mandated 
by the Foreign Assistance Act. Moreover, they have seriously 
undermined e f f o r t s t o promote safe and efficacious family planning 
programs i n foreign nations. Accordingly, I hereby d i r e c t t h a t AID 
remove the conditions not e x p l i c i t l y mandated by^the Foreign 

l^--rSssistance Act ' ^ 
them from f u t u grants 

W i l l i a i ^ j y c i i n t o n 
Tl̂ e Whit6 House 

^anuar^'V2-r^ 9 9 3 



T H E WHITE H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

/ 
/ 
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MEMORANDUM FROM THE PRESIDENT / 

To: The Administrator of the Agency f o r I n t e r n a t i o n a l Development 

Re: AID Family Planning Grants/Mexico Ci'tv Policy 

^ The Foreign Assistance Act of l a e / p r o h i b i t s nongovernmental 
^ organizations '(̂ NGÔ L̂̂  t hat receive(f^deral funds from using those 
C ̂  funds "to pay f o r the performance 6 t abortions as a method of 
y family planning, or to motivate or /doerce any person t o practice 
C a b o r t i o n < ^ (22 U.S.C. § 2151b(f/(i)). since the August 1984 

announcement by President Reagan of what has become known as the 
^ '-^lexipp City Policy," the Agenc^ f o r I n t e r n a t i o n a l Development 
^ V y ^ } ^ ^ has expanded t h i s l i m i t a t i o n and withheld AID funds from 

X^y^ NGCU-s t h a t engage i n a wide/ range of a c t i v i t i e s , including 
providing advice, counseling o t information regarding abortion, or 
lobbying a foreign government t o legali z e or make abortion 
available. AID imposes the^e conditions even where an NGO uses 
non-AID funds f o r abortion-delated a c t i v i t i e s . 

These excessively / broad anti-abortion conditions are 
unwarranted. I am infolded that the conditions are not mandated 
by the Foreign Assistance Act. Moreover, they have seriously 
undermined e f f o r t s t o ptomote safe and efficacious family planning 
programs i n foreign nations. Accordingly, I hereby d i r e c t t h a t AID 

^ jjL ^ remove the conditions not e x p l i c i t l y mandated by the Foreign 
A>.̂  Assistance Act f r o m / a l l current AID grants to NGÔ fe, and exclude 

them from future grants. 

William J . Clinton 
The Whit^ House 
January/22, 1993 



THE WHITE H O U S E 

WAS HIN GTO N 

r^ny 
MEMORANDUM FROM THE PRESIDENT 

.... • — " ^ly cvvJ 

To?—The;-Administrator of the Agency f o r I n t e r n a t i o n a l Development i , ; 

Re-- AID Family Planning Grants/Mexico Citv Policy ,( j. i 
The Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 p r o h i b i t s nongovernmental 

organizations ("NGO's") that receive,federal funds from using those 
funds "to pay f o r the performance of abortions as a method of •.• 
family p l a n n i n g o r t o motivate or coerce any person t o practice ^ 
abortions." <;22 U.S.C.'- S' 2151b(f) CiT)). since the August 1984 
announcement by President Reagan of what has become known as the 
"Mexico City Policy," the Agency f o r I n t e r n a t i o n a l Development 
("AID") has expanded t h i s l i m i t a t i o n and withheld AID funds from 
NGO's t h a t engage i n a wide range of a c t i v i t i e s , including 
providing advice, counseling^or information regarding abortion, or , 
lobbying a foreign government t o legali z e or make abortion 
available. AID imposes these conditions even where an NGO uses 
non-AID funds f o r abortion-related a c t i v i t i e s . 

These excessively broad anti-abortion conditions are 
unwarranted. I am informed that the conditions are not mandated 
by the Foreign Assistance Act. Moreover, they have seriously 
undermined e f f o r t s t o promote safe and efficacious family planning 
programs m foreign nations. Accordingly, I hereby d i r e c t t h a t AID 
remove the conditions not e x p l i c i t l y mandated by the Foreign 
Assistance Act from a l l current AID grants to NGO'sj, and exclude 
them from future grants. C/ 

Willieun J. Clinton 
The Whit^ House 
January/ 22, 1993 

I. ••• I. '•• ) .o. r-: 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON , 

TOIL 
MEMORANDUM FROM'THE PRESTDSfT 

T^I—JJh^Administrator of the Agency for Internat iona l Developments 
£uhjey 

BAX.- A I D Family Planning Grants/Mexico Citv Policy -̂̂ "X̂ '̂ Ci> 

The Foreign Assistance Act of 1 9 ^ prohibits.,nofigovernmental 
organizations ("NGO's") that receive ̂ "dera 1 fjinds from using those 
funds "to pay fo r the performance of abortions as a method of 
family planning,-^r to mptiyate or coertSe any person t o practice 
abortions." <̂ 22 U.S.C.̂ " 2151b(f) Since the August 1984 
announcement by President Reagan of what has become known as the 
"Mexico City Policy," the Agency f o r International Development 
("AID") has expanded t h i s l i m i t a t i o n and withheld AID funds from 
NGO's that engage i n a wide range of a c t i v i t i e s , including 
providing advice, counseling.or information regarding abortion, or 
lobbying a foreign government to legalize or make abortion 
available. AID imposes these conditions even where an NGO uses 
non-AID funds f o r abortion-related a c t i v i t i e s . 

These excessively broad anti-abortion conditions are 
unwarranted. I am informed that the conditions are not mandated 
by the Foreign Assistance Act. Moreover, they have seriously 
undermined e f f o r t s t o promote safe and efficacious family planning 
programs i n foreign natioris. Accordingly, I hereby d i r e c t that AID 
remove the conditions not e x p l i c i t l y mandated by the Foreign 

them from future grants, 
Assistance Act from a l l current AID grants to NGO'ŝ  and exclude 

William J.^^linton 
The White House 
January/ 22, 1993 

I 

yj2^ 



f t > ^ THE WHITE HOUSE 

J P ^ W A S H I N G T O N 
MEMORANDUM ̂ TOOM THE^ PREI^D^IT 

^o*' Tha^Secretary of Health anu Human Services 

-Rect The T i t l e X "Gag Rule" 

T i t l e X of the Pulalic Health Services Act providea;5^eraa? ' 
fiinding for feunily planning c l i n i c s to provide services N^flow-
income patients. The Act specifies that T i t l e X funds may not be 
used for the performance of abortions, but places no restrictions 
on the a b i l i t y of c l i n i c s that receive T i t l e X funds to provide 
abortion counseling and referrals or to perform abortions using 
non-Title X funds. During the f i r s t 18 years of the program, 
medical professionals at T i t l e X c l i n i c s provided complete, 
uncensored information, including nondirective abortion counseling. 
In February 1988, the Department of Health and Human Services 
adopted regulations, which have become known as the "Gag Rule," 
prohibiting T i t l e X recipients from providing their patients with 
information, counseling ^ or referrals concerning abortion. L 
Subsequent attempts by the Bush Administration to modify the Gag 
Rule and ensuing litigation have created confusion and uncertainty 
about the current legal status of the regulations. 

The Gag Rule endangers women's lives and health by preventiiig^^ 
them from receiving complete and accurate medical informatioj^^^^d 
interferes with the doctor-patient relationship by prohilfiitlng 
information that medical professionals are otherwise ethically and 
legally required to provide to their patients. Furthermore,_:the 
Gag Rule contravenes the clear intent of a majority of the ̂ embeM' ^t* 
'~*/both the Senate and House of Representatives, which twice 

ssed legisl^tjxmjto block the Gig Rule's enforcement but failed 
override/^rtsidentieil) Vetoes. 

For these reasons, you have informed me that you w i l l suspend 
the Gag Rule pending the—promulgation of new regulations in 

^, accordance with the f'nptice and comment" procedures of the 
^ ^ A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Procedure::?Act. I hereby direct you to take that 

action as soon as possible^'^ I further direct that, within 30 days, 
you publish in the Federal Register new proposed regulations for ^ 
public comment. ' 

You are hereby authorized and directed to publish this ^ 
memorandum in the Federal Register. 

y ^ l l i l m j y ^ l i n t o n 
Tixe Whit6 Hobse-^ 
/Januaby 22, 1993 



THE WHITE H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

MEMORANDUM FROM THE PRESIDENT 

To: The Secretary of Health and Human Services 

Re: The T i t l e X "Gag Rule" 

^ T i t l e X of the Public Health Servicers Act provides ^Qderal 
funding for family planning c l i n i c s to provide services for low-
income patients. The Act specifies that/Title X funds may not be 
used for the performance of abortions, but places no restrictions 
on the a b i l i t y of c l i n i c s that receive/Title X funds to provide 

,'P̂ '̂ \y abortion counseling and referrals or to perform abortions using 
^}^,y non-Title X funds. During the f i r s t / 18 years of the program, 
g medical professionals at Ti t l e X filinics provided complete, 

uncensored information, including nondirective abortion counseling. 
In February 1988, the Department of Health and Human Services 
adopted regulations, which have become known as the "Gag Rule," 
prohibiting T i t l e X recipients from/providing their patients with 
information, counseling or refiferrals concerning abortion. 
Subsequent attempts by the Bush Administration to modify the Gag 
Rule and ensuing lit i g a t i o n have created confusion and uncertainty 
about the current legal status of/the regulations. 

The Gag Rule endangers women's lives and health by preventing 
them from receiving complete and' accurate medical information, and 
interferes with the doctor-patient relationship by prohibiting 
information that medical professionals are otherwise ethically and 
legally required to provide tb their patients. Furthermore, the 
Gag Rule contravenes the cleay intent of a majority of the members 

U-of both the rf7$/. Senate and House of Representatives, which twice 
passed legislation to block /the Gig Rule's enforcement but failed 
to override presidential Vetoes. 

For these reasons, yoU have informed me that you w i l l suspend 
the Gag Rule pending th4 promulgation of new regulations in 
accordance with the "notice and comment" procedures of the 
Administrative Procedure /Act. I hereby direct you to take that 
action as soon as possible. I further direct that, within 30 days, 
you publish in the Federkl Register „,new proposed regulations for 
public comment. * " ' ' 

You are hereby authorized and directed to publish this 
memorandum in the Federjiyl Register. 

William J . Clinton 
The White House 
January 22, 1993 

7 
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T H E WHITE H O U S E 

i"!^ W A S H I N G T O N 

MEMORANDUM FROM THE^PRESIDENT 
\ 

To: Ther^Secretary of Health and Human Services 

,l)Re: The T i t l e X "Gag Rule" 
T i t l e X of the Public Health Services Act provides federal 

funding f o r family planning c l i n i c s t o provide services f o r low-
income patients. The Act specifies t h a t T i t l e X funds may not be 
used f o r the performance of abortions, but places no r e s t r i c t i o n s 
on the a b i l i t y of c l i n i c s t h a t receive T i t l e X funds t o provide 
abortion counseling and r e f e r r a l s or t o perform abortions using 
non-Title X funds. During the f i r s t 18 years of the program, 
medical professionals at T i t l e X c l i n i c s provided complete, 
uncensored information, including nondirective abortion counseling. 
I n February 1988, the Department of Health and Human Services 
adopted regulations, which have become known as the "Gag Rule," 
p r o h i b i t i n g T i t l e X recipients from providing t h e i r patients with 
information, counseling or r e f e r r a l s concerning abortion. 
Subsequent attempts by the Bush Administration t o modify the Gag 
Rule and ensuing l i t i g a t i o n have created confusion and uncertainty 
about the current legal status of the regulations. 

The Gag Rule endangers women's l i v e s and health by preventing 
them from receiving complete and accurate medical information, 'and 
in t e r f e r e s w ith the doctor-patient r e l a t i o n s h i p by p r o h i b i t i n g 
information t h a t medical professionals are otherwise e t h i c a l l y and 
l e g a l l y required t o provide t o t h e i r patients. Furthermore, the 

, Gag Rule contravenes the clear i n t e n t of a majority of the members 
both the Senate and House of Representatives, which twice 

\ ^ passed l e g i s l a t i o n t o block the Gig Rule's enforcement but f a i l e d 
^ to override ,presidential Vetoes. 

For these reasons, you have informed me th a t you w i l l suspend 
the Gag Rule pending the promulgation of new regulations i n 
accordance with the "notice and comment" procedures of the 
Administrative Procedure Act. I hereby d i r e c t you to take t h a t 
action as soon as possible. I f u r t h e r d i r e c t t h a t , w i t h i n 30 days 
you publish m the Federal Register new proposed regulations f o r 
public comment. " ~~ 

You are hereby authorized and directed t o publish t h i s 
memorandum i n the Federal Register. 

William J . Clinton 
The White House 
January-22, 199.3-

yyc.y. y .^-'r-y.. y . 

y/..c.-yy^ 

I,-
/-Lo^f...^ 



THE WHITE H O U S E 

W A S HIN G T O N 
MEMORANDUM ĵ ROM THE PRB»£BENT FROM ̂  

^ e ^ e c r e t a r y of Health and Human Services 

The T i t l e X "Gag Rule" 
(> 

T i t l e X of the Public Health Services Act provides ^federal 
funding for family planning c l i n i c s to provide services for low-
income patients. The Act specifies that T i t l e X funds may not be 
used for the performance of abortions, but places no restrictions 
on the abi l i t y of c l i n i c s that receive T i t l e X funds to provide 
abortion counseling and referrals or to perform abortions using 
non-Title X funds. During the f i r s t 18 years of the program, 
medical professionals at Tit l e X c l i n i c s provided complete, 
uncensored information, including nondirective abortion counseling. 
In February 1988, the Department of Health and Human Services 
adopted regulations, which have become known as the "Gag Rule," 
prohibiting T i t l e X recipients from providing their patients with 
information, counseling * or referrals concerning abortion. 
Subsequent attempts by the Bush Administration to modify the Gag 
Rule and ensuing litigation have created confusion and uncertainty 
about the current legal status of the regulations. 

The Gag Rule endangers women's lives and health by preventing 
them from receiving complete and accurate medical informationC/and 
interferes with the doctor-patient relationship by prohibiting 
information that medical professionals are otherwise ethically and 
legally required to provide to their patients. Furthermore, the 
Gag Rule contravenes the clear intent of a majority of the members 

^ o f both the ^Ts< Senate and House of Representatives, which twice 
passed legislation to block the Gig Rule's enforcement but failed 
to override presidential Vetoes. 

For these reasons, you have informed me that you w i l l suspend 
the Gag Rule pending the promulgation of new regulations in 
accordance with the "notice and comment" procedures of the 
Administrative Procedure Act. I hereby direct you to take that 
action as soon as possible. I further direct that, within 30 days, 
you publish in the Federal Register new proposed regulations for 
public comment. 

You are hereby eiuthorized and directed to publish this 
memorandum in the Federal Register. 

J ,/'CJllnton 
e 

-V 



MEMORANDUM ^ ,, , , 

3 JAN2/ All : 12 

TO: John Podesta 

FROM: Carol Rasco(^]^^__ 

DATE: January 25, 1992 

RE: Request f o r Copy of Exec. Order on 'Gag Rule' 

We have received a request from an outside p a r t y (Debra Horan of 
the N a t i o n a l Family Planning and Reproductive Health Association) 
which we would l i k e t o f u l f i l l . 

They have requested a copy of the signed Executive Order which 
the President signed l a s t Friday (January 22). This order 
repeals the 'Gag Rule' r e i S t r i c t i n g the i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t medical 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s could give t o pregnant women. 

As we understand the procedure, your o f f i c e w i l l d i r e c t the 
Executive Clerk t o send a copy t o us which we w i l l then send t o 
the requestor. 

Let me or Rosalyn K e l l y know i f there i s anytl^ng else we need t o 
do or change. 

Thank You. 



THE WHITE H O U S E 

W A S HIN G T O N 

January 22, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

SUBJECT: The T i t l e X "Gag Rule" 

T i t l e X of the Public Health Services Act provides Federal 
funding for family planning c l i n i c s to provide services ?or 
i ^ r i o ^ T Patients. The Act specifies that T i t l e X funds 
may not be used for the performance of abortions, but places 
?nnHr^''^^^°-H °"t^e.ability of c l i n i c s that r4ceive T i t l e X 
funds to provide abortion counseling and r e f e r r a l s or to 

""̂ "̂̂  non-Title X funds. During the f i r s t 
18 years of the program, medical professionals at T i t l e X 
c l i n i c s provided complete, uncensored information, including 
nondirective abortion counseling. In February 1988 the 
Department of Health and Human lervices adopSd r e ^ l S L n s , 
which have become known as the "Gag Rule," prohibiting T i t l 4 X 
recipients from providing their patients with infor^atioJi, 
counseling, or r e f e r r a l s concerning abortion. Subsequent 
attempts by the Bush Administration to modify the Gag Rule and 
ensuing l i t i g a t i o n have created confusion and uncertainty about 
the current legal status of the regulations. 

The Gag Rule endangers women's l i v e s and health by preventing 
them from receiving complete and accurate medical information 
and interferes with the doctor-patient relationship by pro­
hibiting information that medical professionals are otherwise 
e t h i c a l l y and legally required to provide to their patients. 
Furthermore, the Gag Rule contravenes the clear intent of a 
majority of the members of both the United States Senate and 
House of Representatives, which twice passed legislation 
to block the Gag Rule's enforcement but f a i l e d to override 
Presidential vetoes. 

For these reasons, you have informed me that you w i l l suspend 
the Gag Rule pending the promulgation of new regulations in 
accordance with the "notice and comment" procedures of the 
Administrative Procedure Act. I hereby direct you to take 
that action as soon as possible. I further direct that, within 
30 days, you publish in the Federal p^^i.^^.- new proposed 
regulations for public comment. 

You are hereby authorized and directed to publish t h i s 
memorandum in the Federal Registp?-. 


