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July 20, 1999 

Nils Daulaire and Colleagues 
Global Health Council 
Suite 600 
1701 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006-1503 

Dear Friends: 

Thank you for your letter regarding my Administration's 
efforts to address the international AIDS pandemic. I very much 
appreciate you sharing your recommendations on ways in which we 
could improve our response to this deadly disease. 

As you know, Vice President Gore and I have led a strong 
effort to expand our prevention and education efforts, care for 
those already infected, and support research for a cure. 

During my Administration, the United States has led the 
international effort to find an AIDS vaccine. We are also the 
largest supporter of international AIDS relief efforts and of the 
United Nations Joint Program on AIDS. However, we know that more 
must be done. 

The issues raised by the AIDS pandemic reflect the larger 
challenges of the developing world. Our response must be collabo­
rative, bringing together governments, communities, international 
organizations, and affected individuals in a shared effort. We 
must expand our prevention and education efforts and find better 
ways to support the health infrastructure necessary to treat HIV 
and AIDS. 

Our commitment to ending the tragedy of AIDS has never been 
stronger. Under the leadership of Sandra Thurman, my AIDS policy 
advisor, we are seeking new opportunities to bring hope to the 
millions of people who are threatened. Your continued efforts 
to work with us on this global effort are vital to our success. 

~ rc·c·na A 
sincerely, J~ll ~l~~~.r__; ... 
BC/JHC/DDA/DC/pfs-bws 
(7.daulaire.n) 

cc: ~eal Sharma, 97 OEOB 
1John Corcoran, 97 OEOB 
/DWB/SPM, 94 OEOB 

(Corres. #4374853) 
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THE WHJTE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 15, 1999 

Nils Daulaire and 41eagues 
Global Health Council 
Suite 600 
1701 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006-1503 

Dear Friends: 

Thank you for your lett·2r regarding my Administration's 
efforts to address the international AIDS pandemic. I very much 
appreciate you sharing your recommendations on ways in which we 
could improve our response to this deadly disease. 

As you know, Vice Pres~dent Gore and I have led a strong 
effort to expand our prevention and education efforts, care for 
those already infected, and support research for a cure. 

During my Administration, the United States has led the 
international effort to find an AIDS vaccine. We are also the 
largest supporter of international AIDS relief efforts and of the 
United Nations Joint Program on AIDS. However, we know that more 
must be done. 

The issues raised by the AIDS pandemic reflect the larger 
challenges of the developing world. Our response must be collabo­
rative, bringing together governments, communities, international 
organizations, and affected individuals in a shared effort. We ~~ 
must expand our prevention and education efforts{tliid better ways 
to support the health infrastructure necessary to treat HIV and 
AIDSeJ a.00-promote the politicai leadetsh.i:p-t-ftat--i-s--se--vi-ta-l-.-

Our commitment to ending the tragedy of AIDS ha.s never been 
stronger. Under the leaderEhip of Sandra Thurman, my AIDS policy 
advisor, we are seeking new opportunities to bring hope to the 
millions of people who are threatened. Your continued efforts 
to work with us on this global effort are vital to our success. 

Sincerely, 

__ n 
('·,y~· 

. /!// 





July 2, 1999 

~L'(s Ptl.Ul~re_, ~ Gil~ 

Gl~h~.S~G::JbO 
~shington, D. C. zooofo- l5o> 1701 I<. S+-r~1 N. '-<11 

Dear Friends: 

Thank you for your letterCDabout my Administration's efforts 
t.o aQ.dreoo the international AIDS panG.effi:ie. I appreciate your 
recommendations on ways in which we could improve our r~sponse 
to &his Q.eadly disease.... ~ 1~·~-e A1 D5 p~~c · 

~you know..,•:tierking for a care for HIV and battling the 
~ of AIDS continues Lo be a priority of my Administration 
Vice President Gore and I, along with my AIDS policy advisor 
Sandra Thurman, have led a strong effort to expand our prevention 
and education efforts, care for those already infected, and 
support research for a cure. 

We must build on recent advances in treatment of HIV which 
have led to longer and more fulfilling lives for those suffering 
from the disease. Our response to this global threat must be a 
collaborative one, bringing together governments and communities 
in a shared effort to expand prevention efforts, raise awareness 
among young people, increase access to lifesaving therapies, and 
ensure that those living with HIV and AIDS receive the care and 
services they need. 

During my Administration, the United States has led the 
international effort to find an AIDS vaccine. We are the 
largest supporter of international AIDS relief efforts and o 
the United Nations Joint Program on AIDS (UNAIDS). s you are 
we aware, en ire comm · · n t e wor are threatened 
by this pandemic, and AIDS hits hardest in areas where knowledge 
of the disease is scarce and poverty is high. I am confident 
that we can fight HIV/AIDS while protecting the needs of our 
most vulnerable citizens -- providing hope and comfort for those 
living with this terrible disease. 

As we continue working together to find a cure, I am glad to 
know I can count on your help. 

Sincerely, 

BC/JHC/DDA/pfs 
(7.daulaire.n) 

(Corres. #4374853) 

cc: Neal Sharma, 97 OEOB 
John Corcoran, 97 OEOB 
DWB/SPM, 94 OEOB 

SENT TO: 
Global Health Council 
c/o Dr. Nils Daulaire 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Suite 600 
1701 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006-1503 
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~co ran 111/WHO/EOP@EOP 

cc: 
Sbejest: ~e: Glel3al I lealtl'l Council I] 

. A 1' 1-... 1- ·'rt """ ,ll lu..~S" 
ff;' this as a draft: ~~Ti~ t-/4. ~ 
Dear Friends: 

Thank you for your letter regarding my Administration's efforts to address the international AIDS 
pandemic. I very much appreciate you sharing your recommendations on ways in which we could 
improve our response to this deadly disease. 

As you know, Vice President Gore and I have led a strong effort to fttf'ther our prevention and education 
efforts, care for those already infected, and support research iA-te a cure. 
'()v'-"1~ 4 ~~-~6" .p,y-

~er otJF loa1fo~~. the United States has led the international effort to find an AIDS vaccine. We are 
also the largest supporter of international AIDS relief efforts and of the United Nations Joint Program on 
AIDS ~owever, we know that more must be done. 

(;> 

The issues raised by the AIDS pandemic reflect the larger challenges of the developing world. Our 
response must be collaborative, bringing together governments, communties, international organizations, 
and affected individuals in a shared effort. We must expand our prevention and education efforts, find 
better ways to support the health infrastructure necessary to treat HIV and AIDS, and promote the political 
leadership that is so vital. ~ 

Our commitment to ending the tragedy of AIDS has never been stronger. l)nder tl'le leasersl:iip ot Sandra , 
rtlUFIJlil1,_mt;.AIOS P...Oliey asvisgr, we are seeking new opportunities to g~ild QA tA'i s!K-c'i€ies>uua1 !e. ~ 
ha~Jeg •brr, al'te te bring hope-to the millions~ are threatened. Your continued efforts to work with us 
on this global effort are vital to our success. l £ , or f.a..:> pt..e. ~ ........ 

"-e rece-f- ~..,.,,c~~&«J.ei i'v- ~ 

/;..(fl Uc---' /t've~ ttY' ~se 'i>"'-fWt' 

dv-- ti' fSe f"(~ c..~ s s e 5. 

~1- 6 f t//V' h&ts I~ ftJ 
~-- 'ftwe: c/,~'<S? 

fir &II. (I *"vi·t 'J'Jvi 
effurh. to w/)~/c., 

"l,,ev 0-"1.cR -~Y-(" 
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INITIALS: BC / jhc / DOCUMENT TITLE: /slr/p/ghc.jhc 

DRAFT DATE / LETTER DATE: Jun 30 1999 / CORRESPONDENCE#: 4374853 

CLEAR WITH: WHCC: CC: Neal Sharma, 97 OEOB 
John Corcoran, 97 OEOB 
DWB/SPM, 94 OEOB 

CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESSED TO: APPROVAL/ENCLOSURE~;/ SPECIAL INSTR: 
Global Health Council 
c/o Dr. Nils Daulaire, President and CEO 
Suite 600 
1701 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006-1503 

Dear Friends: 
c.U:ou.1'"° 

'1-2... Dl?I& 

Thank you for your letter ri13a.rdiag my Administration's efforts to 

address the international AIDS pandemic. I very fflttch appreciate youY-

~h&1.rii::i.3 ymH' recommendations on ways in which we could improve our 

response to this deadly dise~se. 

As you know, working for a cure for HIV and battling the effects of AIDS 
C ot'\-K t'\J..UO +o t;...g__ t>- pvt Oy l f-.-:J 

M:vo boon a ~l feet:te- of my Administration. Vice President Gore and I, 

along with my AIDS policy advisor Sandra Thurman, have led a strong 

effort to expand our prevention and education efforts, care for those 

already infected, and support research for a cure. 

We must build on recent advances in treatment of HIV which have led to 

longer and more fulfilling lives for those suffering from the disease. 

Our response to this global threat must be a collaborative one, bringing 

together governments and communities in a shared effort to expand 

prevention efforts, raise awareness among young people, increase access 

to lifesaving therapies, and ensure that those living with HIV and AIDS 

receive the care and services they need. 

JUL - 2 1999 



Durtng my Administration, the United States has led the international 

effort to find an AIDS vaccine. We are the largest supporter of 

international AIDS relief efforts and of the United Nations Joint Program 

on AIDS (UNAIDS) . As you are well aware, entire communities around the 

world are threatened by this pandemic, and AIDS hits hardest in areas 

where knowledge of the disease is scarce and poverty is high. I am 

confident that we can fight HIV/AIDS while protecting the needs of our 

most vulnerable citizens -- providing hope and comfort for those living 

with this terrible disease. 

As we continue working together to find a cure, I am ~ilflall fm;; all the 

work you fia:ve done e:11d e:m glad to know I can count on your help. 

Sincerely, 

BC 



06/30199 WED 09:50 FAX 202 456 5426 PLM 

TRANSMISSION OK 

TX/RX NO 
CONNECTION TEL 
CONNECTION ID 
ST. TIME 
USAGE T 
PGS. SENT 
RESULT 

********************* 
*** TX REPORT *** 
********************* 

2093 

AIDS Policy 
06/30 09:47 
03'07 

7 
OK 

THE WHITE HOUS£ 

WASHINGTON 

62438 

FACSIMILE/ MEMO FROM: Jt;i~n CoY'Cor-~"' 
OFFICE OF PRESIDENTIAL LETTERS A~D MESSAGES 

OLD Exe:CUTIVE 0FF1CE E;!UILDl.~'o, ROQM 93 

VOICE: (202) 456• t;5'/ 5"° FAX: (202).456-5426 

To:. locltP. Stt~Wtefs 
----------~-------"'-----------------------------------~ 

VOICE: 

FAX:_-_-------_. -~....,.,..· /}=~=4?=241==== 

0 
0 

FOR YOUR AcTION 

INCOMING LETttR(S) FROM.: 

RE: --~-----------------------------
------------~ ....... --------------------------.,-----------

FOR YOUR REVIE:w /APPROVAL 

PER MY E-MAIL OR.VOICE-MAIL. M~SAGE TO YOU 

~ lllll 



Filename /home/texts/typ/slr/12.hitt.rs File size: 

As you know, I declared recently that the increase in 
HIV/AIDS infections in minority communities is a severe and 
ongoing health care crisis. s a resu , ministration is 
in the process of unveiling series of i~~ iatives that will 
invest $156 million to addr s ~urger( problem. orkinq 
with the Congressional Bla Ca al'}a' ny com i memb~.-,:-s, 
we fought successfully in he/{~ t/bu et ne_g tia ions/E'6 I 
secure funding for these;iny;est nt.s i prevention care, and 
research. This special /1-I}Ytiat, ve/bui ds 0h the reat'. successes 
achi.eved :Ln the Fiscal ;19,99 buyi~Eft pr ces£. Aga n working in 
partnership with membe~s1 of C~ress aµ{[ communi y leaders, we 
were able to achieve ~istoric increases in programs that f iqht 
this epidemic and ca;/;/ for those affected. -

The rising inc~ence of HIV infection among those who 
use injected drugs, and among their partners and children, is 
a major factor in the continued growth of this epidemic. We 
fought diligently for removal of more restrictive measures in 
the District of Columbia appropriations bill and will continue 
to support retention of the HHS Secretary's authority on this 

3041 
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around the world. I believe, however, that my budget when 
seen as a whole, addresses them. We have succeeded in 
providing an aggressive level of funding for HIV vaccine 

3301 

=======~======================================================================= 

' 
2 

researcb. When the request for ongoing Department of 
Defense vaccine research is combine with the request 
for the new vaccine research center at NIH, the federal 
government's support for vaccine research has never been 
stronger. 

You and all the members of the Advisory Council have my 
heartfelt thanks for your dedicated service. 

Sincerely, 

BC/TFS/SH/bws (Corres. #4286969) 
(4.hitt.rs) 

Press Exit when done (Use Cursor Keys for more text) 
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I was glad to have the Advisory Council's input when we met 
in December, and I assure you that my Office of National 
AIDS Policy worked hard to incorporate your recommendations 
into the Administration's budget proposal. As you pointed 
out in your letter, we have made progress on several issues, 
including funding for HIV-related care programs, the minority 
AIDS Initiative, and the "Know-Your-Status" campaign. 

In addition, I was pleased to recently announce that Dr. Gary 
Nabel will serve as the first director of the new vaccine 
research center at the National Institutes of Health. One 
of his first tasks will be to develop a vaccine for HIV. 
This has been a top priority of our AIDS research efforts 
and I am confident that Dr. Nabel's abilities will help us 
make important progress toward this critical goal within the 
decade. 

I understand the Advisory Council's concerns about funding 
levels for other programs, both in the United States and 
around the world. I believe, however, that my budget when 

3301 
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Thank you for your message about the AIDS epidemic. I'm 
glad you took the time to let me know your views. 

~his past year has brought new reason for hope and optimism..J. 
New drugs are showing very promising results in halting the 
progress of HIV disease. But far too many of our friends and 
loved ones have died and are dying of this terrible disease -- a 
toll made poignantly clear by the NAMES Quilt, which Hillary and 
I visited in October when it was on display here in Washington. 
We still have a great deal of work to do. I am committed to 
continuing our efforts and strengthening our national leadership 
in the war against AIDS. 

That is why I was so pleased to sign into law last September 
the Omnibus Consolidated Appropriations Act of 1997. This new 
law includes substantial, across-the-board increases in funding 
for AIDS research, prevention, treatment, and housing. It 
increases funds for the Ryan White CARE Act by 31.5 percent and 
triples funding specifically set aside for the AIDS Drug 
Assistance Program, which helps thousands of people living with 

2784 
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For Immediate Release 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 
(Antigua, Guatemala) 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

March 11, 1999 

I am very pleased to join Secretary of Health and Human Services 
Donna Shalala, National Institutes of Health Director Harold Varmus, 
and my AIDS policy office director Sandra Thurman in welcoming Dr. Gary 
Nabel as the first director of the new vaccine research center at the 
NIH. Dr. Nabel's long and distinguished career as a research scientist 
will be an incredible asset in our efforts to find preventative 
vaccines. 

The first order of business for Dr. Nabel will be the effort to 
develop a vaccine for HIV. This is a toe priority of our AIDS research 
efforts.- Here in the United States, over 40,000 people are newly 
infected with HIV every year. Across the world, the rate is nearly 
6 million people per year. These are lives in jeopardy. Though we 
have made remarkable progress in treating HIV and_AI.DS, there is ~:till 
n~So our besi:-nope of bringing an end to the AIDS pandemic: iS­
to find a safe and effective vaccine. 

Ii have issued a challenge to the scientific community to fincl an 
AIDS vaccine within the decade. We are making important strides towards 
that critical goal and the leadership of Dr. Nabel will help us 
progress even more. Dr. Varmus and his team of expert researchers at 
the NIH, working in collaboration with scientists from across the globe, 
have produced remarkable results in reducing AIDS mortality here and in 
many other developed nations. Their improved understanding of how HIV 
works will be invaluable in the effort to find a vaccine to prevent 
infection in the first plac.:.:_J 

~he human tragedy of AIDS througho_u_t_the_\:;l_o_r.l.d_mus.t-mo)J.e_all_Q.f_us 
to action. The searcO-for a vaccine for HIV must continue to be a 
global priority because millions of precious lives hang in the balanc~ 

30-30-30 
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I am aware of the difficulties _i.milVl;rluals with pretisting 
conditions face in finding affordafile coy,E;rage, and Vdo ot 
believe that people should __9..e----forced to/choose bet-efeen d oting 
their income to off s~g the costs yf needed/m'E{dicatifr and 
leaving their jo~n order to becom? eligible for Me~·caid. ~ 

J As· I pledged ~rr'ffiy State of the Uniam addre-s"s, I am w rking/EO k 
address this situation and to stre 1gthe and improve e ·,.care - - fVL~ 
including/yeviewing options to red · n the program to include a 
prescr:ri$tion drug benefit for all Medicare recipients..:.J 

~Be assured that my commitment to ending the AIDS epidemic -­
f ~~~~to responding the needs of those already living with HIV and 

AIDS -- remains firm. We must all work together to stop this 
dead~y disease, and I will take all measures within my~uthority 
to achieve that end. As we continue working to ensure tnat our 
nation does not turn its back on the health and well-being of our 
citizens, I'm glad to know I can count on your he~ 

You have my best wishes. 

Press Exit when done (Use Cursor Keys for more text) 
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In December, my Administration released the first-ever 
National AIDS Strategy, laying out a vital set of long-term goals 
to put an end to this epidemic and a series of short-term steps 
we will be taking in the months ahead to move us in the right 
direction. I am confident we can do this while protecting the 
needs of our most vulnerable citizens -- providing hope and 
comfo~t for those living with this terrible disease. I will 
certainly keep your special perspective in mind. In my fiscal 
1998 budget, I've asked for 
across-the-board increases. Working together, we can defeat HIV 
and AIDS. 

2952 
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Thank you very much for your letter on behalf of the National 
Black Leadership Commission on AIDS. I'm sorry that I was unable to 
respond sooner. I appreciate having your insight on HIV/AIDS in the 
African American community, and I have shared your correspondence 
with my staff in the Office of National AIDS Policy. 

As you know, I recently declared that the increase in HIV/AIDS 
infections in minority communities is a severe and ongoing health 
care crisis. As a result, my Administration unveiled an investment 
of $156 million to address this urgent problem. Working with the 
Congressional Black Caucus and many community members, we fought 
successfully in the 1998 budget negotiations to secure funding for 
investments in prevention, care, and research, and this special 
initiative builds on the great success achieved in the fiscal 1999 
budget process. Although this is a step in the right direction, 
there is still much to be done if we are to put an end to this 
terrible epidemic. 

I am grateful for your personal involvement in this endeavor. 
You and Joyce have my best wishes. 

2726 
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For Immediate Release 

1:15 P.M. EST 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

Off ice of the Press Secretary 

REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
AT WORLD AIDS DAY EVENT 

Room 450 
Old Executive Office Building 

December 1, 1998 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Amy, for your magnificent 
the power of your example. Thank you, Cynthia, for coming 
scary crowd. (Laughter.) She was nervous. I said, well, 
bright side -- at least you got out of school for a day. 

remarks and 
to thi!::: big, 
look at the 

(Laughter.) 

I thank the other children who are here with us. And I want to 
thank all the members of our administration who have helped so much in 
this cause -- Secretary Albright; Brian Atwood; Dr. Satcher; our AIDS 
Policy Director, Sandy Thurman; members of the Council on HIV and AIDS. 
We're glad to have Nafis Sadik here, the Director of the U.N. 
Population Fund. Richard Socaridies from the White House, I thank you 
and all the other members of the administration. And I, too, want to 
join in expressing my appreciation to the members of Congress who Brian 
mentioned for their support for AIDS funding. 

But I especially want to thank Amy for being here and reminding us 
of what this is all about. When she was speaking my mind wandered back 
to an incident that occurred when I was running for President in 1992. 
Some of you have heard me say this before, but I was in Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, a place largely known for its enormous percentage of Czech and 
Slovak citizens. And there was in the crowd at this rally where I was 
speaking a woman who was either Czech or Slovak, probably, holding an 
African American baby. And I said, whose baby is this? She said, this 
is my baby. And I said, where is this baby from? She said, Florida, I 
got her from Florida. (Laughter.) 

And it was October in Cedar Rapids and she should have been in 
Florida, probably. (Laughter.) She said, this baby was born with AIDS 
and abandoned and no one would take this baby. This woman had her 
marriage had dissolved, she was raising her own children alone. But 
because she heard about children like this wonderful little girl, she 
adopted this baby. 

And every year since, about once a year, I see this young child. 
I've watched her grow up now and I'm happy to tell you that six years 
later she's still alive and doing pretty well. She comes to the NIH for 
regular check-ups and she comes by the White House to see her friend. 
And every time I see Jimiya I am reminded of what this whole thing is 
about. 

And I think I should tell you one other thing. 
standing up here with me and I was telling her what a 
she said, I'm so glad that Cynthia could be here, and 
Carla's name in your presence. 

When Amy was 
fine job she did, 
that I could say 

This is, I think, very important for people who have not been 
touched in some personal way -- who have never been at the bedside of a 

6111199 12:08 PM 



http://www.pub.whitehouse.gov/uri-.. ./oma.eop.gov .us/ 1998/ 12/2/ I .text. I 

dying friend, who have never looked into the eyes of a child orphaned by 
AIDS.or infected with HIV -- to understand. And I believe, always, that 
if somehow we could reach to the heart of people, we would always do 
better in dealing with problems, for our mind always conjures a million 
excuses in dealing with any great difficulty. 

Let me begin, even in this traumatic moment, to say we have a lot 
to celebrate on this AIDS Day. We celebrate the example of Amy and 
Cynthia. Just think, a decade ago people really believed that AIDS was 
unstoppable; the diagnosis was a virtual death sentence; there was an 
enormous amount of ignorance and prejudice and fear about HIV 
transmission. Most of us knew people who couldn't get into apartment 
houses or were being kicked out or otherwise -- their children couldn't 
be in school because of fears that people had about it. 

Every day, for people who had HIV or AIDS and their families -­
every day was a struggle a decade ago. A struggle for basic 
information, for treatment, for funding, and all too often, for simple 
compassion. 

For six years, thanks to many of you, we have worked hard to 
change this picture -- and so have tens of thousands of other people 
across our country and across the globe. We've worked hard to draw 
attention to AIDS and to better direct our resources by creating the 
Office of National AIDS Policy and the President's Council on HIV and 
AIDS. We had the first ever White House conference on AIDS. We helped 
to ensure that people with HIV and AIDS cannot be denied health benefits 
for preexisting conditions. We accelerated the approval of more than a 
dozen new AIDS drugs, helping hundreds of thousands of people with AIDS 
to live longer and more productive lives. 

Working together with members of both parties in the Congress, we 
increased our investment in AIDS research to an historic $1.8 billion. 
This year we secured $262 million in new funding for the Ryan White CARE 
Act, providing medical treatment, medication, even transportation to 
families coping with AIDs. This October we declared that AIDS had 
reached crisis proportions in the African American, Hispanic American 
and other minority communities, and fought for $156 million initiative 
to address that. Today the Vice President is announcing $200 million in 
new grants for communities around the country to provide housing for 
people with AIDS. 

The results of these and other efforts have been remarkable. For 
the first time since the epidemic began, the number of Americans 
diagnosed with AIDS has begun to decline. For the first time, deaths 
due to AIDS in the United States have declined. For the first time, 
therefore, there is hope that we can actually defeat AIDS. 

But all around us there is, as we have heard from all the pre'1ious 
speakers, fresh evidence that the epidemic is far from over, our work is 
far from finished, that there are rising numbers of AIDS in countries 
like Zimbabwe, where 11 men, women, and children become infected every 
minute of every day. There are still too many children orphaned by 
AIDS, tens of thousands here in America, tens of millions in developing 
nations around the world. 

And when so many people are suffering, and with HIV transmission 
disproportionately high, still, among our own young people here in 
America, it's all right to celebrate our progress, but we cannot rest 
until we have actually put a stop to AIDS. I believe we can do it -- by 
developing a vaccine, by increasing our investment in other forms of 
research, by improving our care for those who are infected and our 
support for their families. 

Last year at Morgan State University, I declared that we should 
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redouble our efforts to develop an AIDS vaccine within a decade. Today 
I am pleased to announce a $200 million investment in cutting edge 
research at the NIH to develop a vaccine. That's a 33 percent increase 
over last year. With this historic investment, we are one step closer 
to putting an end to the epidemic for all people. 

I'm also pleased to say that there will be more than $160 million 
for other new research critical to fighting AIDS around the world, from 
new strategies to prevent and treat AIDS in children, to new clinical 
trials to reduce transmission. 

And as hard as we are working to stop the spread of AIDS we cannot 
forget our profound obligation for the heartbreaking youngest victims of 
the disease -- the orphaned children left in its wake. Around the 
world, as we have heard, millions of children have lost their parents. 
Their number is expected to rise to 40 million over the next 10 to 15 
years. Some of them are free of AIDS, others are not. But sick or 
well, too many are left without parents to protect them, to teach them 
right from wrong, to guide them through life and make them believe that 
they can live their lives to the fullest. 

We cannot restore to them all they have lost, but we can give them 
a future -- a foster family, enough food to eat, medical care, a chance 
to make the most of their lives by helping them to stay in school. 
Today, through Mr. Atwood's agency, we are committing another $10 
million in emergency relief that will, though seemingly a small amount, 
actually make a huge difference for many thousands of children in need 
around the world. 

I'm also directing Sandy Thurman to lead a fact-finding mission to 
Africa, where 90 percent of the AIDS orphans live. Following the 
mission she will report back to me with recommendations on what more we 
can do to help these children and give them something not only to live 
for, but to hope for. 

Eleven years ago, on the first World AIDS Day, we vowed to put an 
end to the AIDS epidemic. Eleven years from now, I hope we can say that 
the steps we took today made that end come about. If it happens, it 
will be in no small measure because of people like you in this room, by 
your unfailing, passionate devotion to this cause -- a cause we see most 
clearly expressed in the two people sitting right behind me. 

Thank you all, and God bless you. (Applause.) 

END 1:26 P.M. EST 
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WORLD AIDS DAY, 1998 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 
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unprecedented investments in AIDS research have resulted in new 
treatments that are prolonging the lives of many people living with the 
disease. Thousands of scientists, health care professionals, and 
patients themselves have joined together to advance our understanding 
of HIV and AIDS and improve treatment options. Because of the heroic 
efforts of these people, fewer and fewer Americans are losing their 
lives to AIDS, and for that we are immensely thankful. 

Js~t the AI OS epidemic is far from over .~thin racial and ethnic 
minority communities, HIV and AIDS are a severe and ongoing crisi~_J 
While the number of deaths in our country attributed to AIDS has 
declined for 2 consecutive years, AIDS remains the leading killer of 
African American men aged 25-44 and the second leading killer of 
African American women in the same age group. African Americans, v-·ho 
comprise only 13 percent of the U.S. population, accounted for 43 
percent of new AIDS cases in 1997 and 36 percent of all AIDS cases. 
Hispanic Americans represent just 10 percent of our population, but 
they account for more than 20 percent of new AIDS cases; and AIDS is 
also becoming a critical concern to Native American and Asian American 
communities. Young people of every racial and ethnic community are 
also disproportionately impacted by AIDS, both in the number of new 
AIDS cases and in the number of new HIV infections. In fact, the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimate that approximately 
half of all new HIV infections in the United States occur in people 
under age 25 and that one-quarter occur in people under age 22. 

Across the world, the situation is even more grim. As with other 
epidemics before it, AIDS hits hardest in areas where knowledge about 
the disease is scarce and poverty is high. fOf the nearly 6 million 
people newly infected with HIV each year, more than 90 percent live in 
the poorest nations of the worl.2.J Entire communities are threatened by 
this epidemic, and the growing number of children who will lose parents 
to AIDS will have a devastating impact on these societies. By the year 
2010, there may be as many as 40 million children who will have been 
orphaned by AIDS, and developing nations will have to struggle to deal 
with the overwhelming needs of a generation of young_geo.e].e left without 
parents. -

This year's World AIDS Day theme, "Be A Force For Change," is a 
reminder that each of us has a ro.l.e_to-pl..Q.y: in bringing the AIDS ...... i 
epidemic to an end. qur response must be compLehensive and on~o:lng~ ~~ 
It must also be a collaborative one, bringing together governments and ) 
communities in a shared effort to expand prevention efforts, raise 
awareness among young people of the risks of HIV infection and how to 
avoid it, increase access to lifesaving therapies, and ensure that 
those who are living with HIV and AIDS receive the care and services 
they need. 
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Developing a vaccine for HIV is perhaps our best hope of 
eradicating this terrible disease and stemming the tide of pain and 
desolation it has wrought. The global community has joined together in 
making the development of an HIV vaccine a top international priority. 
Within the next decade, we hope to have the means to stop this deadly 
virus, but until we reach that day we must remain strong in our crusade 
to prevent the spread of HIV and AIDS and to care for those living with 
the disease. In this way we can best honor the memory of the many 
loved ones we have lost to AIDS. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim December 
1, 1998, as World AIDS Day. I invite the Governors of the States, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, officials of the other territories subject 
to the jurisdiction of the United States, and the American people to 
join me in reaffirmin our commi.tmeBt-t.o_defeating_tJIV and AIPS. I 
encourage every American to participate in approprla.te commemorative 
programs and ceremonies in workplaces, houses of worship, and other 
community centers and to reach out to protect and educate our children 
and to help and comfort all people who are living with HIV and AIDS. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 
first day of December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the two hundred and twenty-third. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

30-30-30 
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May 24, 1999 

President William J. Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

, ¢~:: ~SQ~::}r!tl.~t~:;fftJ \:~~ei~:;~:~kT f.D ,-.; ' ::-'" 

-

c 
We write to urge you to take bold action to increa e America's response to the global spread 
of RIV. We do so upon lea.ming that the breadth f this problem has recently been brought to 
your personal attention as a result of your national AIDS policy director's fact-finding trip to 

southern Africa. 

It is our hope that you will act immediately in lig oft.he significant global worsening of this 
pandemic since you took office. 

• Since 1993, the number of people infected wit HIV worldwide has grown 300% -- from 
14,000,000 to over 47,000,000. HIV now kill more people annually than any other, 
infectious disease in the world. 

• Since 1993 .• Africa has been devastated by t.he spread of HIV. In the Republic of South 
Africa, for example, 4% of pregnant women ere infected in 1993. Now nearly 20% of 
pregnant women are infected with HIV nation ide, and in some provinces the figure rises 
above 35%. In rural areas of East Africa, 40o/c of children under the age of 15 have been 
orphaned by HIV. 

• Since 1993, Asia has undergone a devastating preacl of HIV, with whole nations that 
previously had little virus now reporting milli ns of cases. For example, India (which had 
virtually no cases in 1993) now has between 5 to 10 million infected people, and in some 
states we are seeing that 2% of pregnant worn n infected. 

• The number of HIV infections in Eastern Eur e has increased nine-fold in just three years, 
growing from less than 30,000 HIV infections in 1995 to an estimated 270,000 infections by 
December 1998. 

In short, Mr. President, since 1993, we have witn ssed the greatest development disaster in 
modem history: the explosive growth ofHN aro nd the world and the death of tens of millions 
of people from this disease. 

]701 K Street, NW• Suite 600 • Waohington. DC 20 06-1503 •Tel (202) 833-5900 •1 Fax (202) 833-0075 
50 Palmer Court• White River Junction. VT 05 01 •Tel (802) 649-1340 • F<ix (802) 649-1396 
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This emergency demands an aggressive response n t only for humanitarian reasons, but also to 
protect our nation's goals for global economic gro th and political stability. In 1995 alone, 
experts estimated that the global economy had alre y lost 500 billion dollars due to HIV. The 
onslaught is having a serious effect on the long-t economic viability of many countries, 
decimating a limited pool of skilled workers and d vastating health systems. 

We are deeply concerned that the administration h s essentially straightlined funding for global 
AIDS programs in your budget proposal to Congr ss. In a time when HIV I AIDS is ravaging the 
world, eliminating entire communities, severely dennining economies and destabilizing 
militaries, your administration's FY 2000 budg t request incJuded no increase for USAID 
health programs, and chose not to continue a $1 million emergency program for AIDS­
affected children. 

Mr. President, don't let this be your legacy on the lobal AIDS pandemic. We appeal to you to 
take bold action to strengthen our nation's respons to AIDS. Specifically we urge you to: 

• Increase funding for international AIDS and o er health programs. ~rge that you seek 
major increases for global AIDS programs im ediately. These funds should be new money, 
not diverted from other development program and they should be targeted to reach 
community groups in nations most at risk. Th se funds should be over an.d above the current 
level of funding in the 150 account. It does n good to rob Peter to pay Paul. 

• Direct the Agency for International Developm t, the Department of State, the Department of 
Health and Human Services, and the Departm nt of Defense to immediately prioritize AIDS 
and related health programs, and to identify n w and bold actions they will undertake jointly 
to expand their program activity. Lack of fun ing makes it very difficult for agencies to 
prioritize areas that are of great importance to he epidemic at this time, such as effective 
preventive strategies, vaccine development, d care for those affected. 

• Launch a major White House initiative on glo al AIDS by convening a high level --- - - -i_!!ternational mee_!wg on the pandemic. This c uld take the form of an "AIDS Summit," as 
was held in 1994 in Paris, an AIDS- specific eeting of the G-8, or other high visibility 
event The purpose would be to inform other ations that the US is committed to addressing 
HIV as a top global security issue. 

Mr. President, time is short. Within the next dee de, the cumulative number of HIV infections is 
projected to exceed 100 million by 2007. AIDS rphans are projected to exceed 40 million 
children by the year 2010. 

We greatly appreciate your past role as a great ch 
challenge you to champion global AIDS funding 
projections of the spread of HIV in the next cent 
boldly. 

pion on domestic AIDS funding. We 
s well. There is still time to alter the horrific 

. We implore you to act now and to act 
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Sincerely, 

Agency for Cooperation and Research in Develop ent (ACORD); UK 
Angela Hadijipateras, Research and Policy Officer 

The Alan Guttemacher Institute; Washington, DC 
Susan A. Cohen, Assistant Director for Policy De lopment 

Asian Pacific Islander Wellness Center: Comrnuni y HIV/AIDS Services; California 
John Manzon-Santos. Executive Director 

Association of Academic Health Centers 
Clyde H. Evans, Vice President 

Atman International 
Sylvia Dvorak, President 

Center for Counseling, Nutrition and Health Care; Tanzania 
Mary G. Materu, Executive Director 

Centre for International Child Health, University allege; UK 
Professor Andrew Tompkins 

Childreach/ PLAN USA; Maryland 
Sam Worthington, President 

Chilean Coqmration for AIDS Prevention 
Tim Frasca, General Manager 

Christian Children's Fund; Washington, DC 
Betty Meyer, Washington Director 

City Action Against AIDS; Venezuela 
Renate Koch, Executive Director 

Concern America; California 
Marianne Loewe, Executive Director 

Cow Creek Creative Ventures; Vermont 
Jeffrey P. Robert, President 

Evaluation and Research Technologies for Heal , Inc. 
L)'11ne Gaffikin, President 
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Family Health International/ IMP ACT; Virginia 
Peter Lamptey, Senior Vice-President 

Florida AIDS Action 
Bill Skeen, Director of Public Policy 

Florida Midwifery Resource Center 
Anne Richter, Project Director 

Friendship Bridge 
David W. Silver, Board of Directors 

The GALAEI Project 
David Acosta, Executive Director 

Global AIDS Action Network; Washington, DC 
Paul Boneberg, Director 

GLOBALHEALTHCOUNCIL 

Global Health Access Program; Washington, DC 
Heather Kuiper, Loren Rauch, Thomas Lee, Co-d' ectors 

Giobal Health Cow1cil; Washington, DC 
~ls Daulaire, President & CEO 

Global Network of People Living with HIV/AID , GNP+-North America; New York 
Jairo Pedraza, North America Representative 

Global Network of People Living with HIV/AID , GNP+; The Netherlands 
Joseph Scheich, International Coordinator 

Health, Family and AIDS Prevention; Burkina F o 
Y oussonf Ouedraogo, Counsdor 

Heartland Alliance; USA 
Sid Mohn, Presldent 

Iwamura Memorial Hospital & Research Center; irginia 
D.K. Gurang, Health Care Economist 

John Snow, Inc./ MotherCare; Washington, DC 
Marge Kobli.nsky, Director 

Johns Hopkins University-CCP HIV/AIDS Wor ing Group; Maryland 
Omar A. Khan, Chair 
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Mailman School of Public Health, Columbia Univ sity; New York 
Allan Rosenfield, Professor 
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Maternal Child Health Information & Resource C ter, University of Capetown; South Africa 
JH Irlarn, Chief Scientific Officer 

Midwest Hispanic AIDS Coalition; Illinois 
Cathy Lins, Executive Director 

National AIDS Fund; Washington, DC 
Mary Wilson-Byrom, President 

National AIDS Trust; UK 
John Godwin, Head of Policy Development 

National Network of Sexworker Projects; Washin ton, DC 
Helen Cornman, Washington, DC Representative 

National School of Public Health, Medical Unive ity of Southern Africa 
David M. Franch, Associate Dean 

Network of Rational Use of Medication; Pakistan 
Zafar Mirza, National Coordinator 

Positives for Positives; Wyoming 
Jeff Palmer, Executive Director 

Program for Appropriate Technologies (PATH); ashington, Washington, DC 
Gordon W. Perkin, President 

Project Troubador 
Louise Lindenmeyr, Executive Director 

Research Triangle Institute; North Carolina 
James E. Kocher, Director, Population and Heal Programs 

Santa Monica AIDS Project; California 
Eric Wahlquist, Prevention Programs Coordinato 

Save the Children; Massachusetts 
Charlie MacCormick, President 

South Jersey Council on AIDS; New Jersey 
Anna Katz, Executive Director 
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University College of Rutgers University; New Je ey 
Emmett A. Dennis, Dean 

Women's Reproductive Health Initiative; Washin ton, DC 
Elaine Murphy, Director 

Women's Health Institute; Massachusetts 
Catherine DeLorey, President 

World Federation of Public Health Associations ( PHA); Washington, DC 
Allen Jones, Executive Secretary 

Cc Sandy Thurman, Director, Office of Natio al AIDS Policy 
Jack Lew, Director, Office of Managemen 
Bruce Reed, Domestic Policy Council 
John Podesta, Chief of Staff 
Sean Maloney, Assistant to the President 
Donna Shalala, Secretary, Department off ealth and Human Services 
Madeleine Albright, Secretary, Departmen of State 
Brian Atwood, Administrator, US Agency for International Development 
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