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The Honorable B i l l Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am w r i t i n g regarding the current c r i s i s i n H a i t i . I 
applaud your decision to maintain President Bush's policy of 
returning Haitian boat people f o r in-country processing. As you 
know, t h i s p o l i c y has allowed Haitians to continue to seek 
p o l i t i c a l asylum, while l i m i t i n g the number r i s k i n g t h e i r l i v e s at 
sea. 

While t h i s change may have averted a short-term immigration 
emergency, a long-term solution to t h i s c r i s i s i s s t i l l needed. 
That must begin with restoring economic hope and democracy to 
H a i t i . I encourage you to take whatever steps necessary, 
including the use of American m i l i t a r y force, to restore 
democratic rule to H a i t i . As with our role i n Somalia, t h i s i s a 
li m i t e d mission with a defined purpose, and i t seems l i k e l y that 
even the credible threat of American intervention would topple 
Ha i t i ' s corrupt m i l i t a r y regime. 

I encourage you to continue to work with the United Nations 
and the Organization of American States to reach a negotiated 
solution to t h i s ongoing c r i s i s . However, such negotiations 
cannot continue i n d e f i n i t e l y , and t h i s c r i s i s has already dragged 
on f o r more than 15 months. 

As a former mayor of Fort Lauderdale and now the senior 
member of the South Florida congressional delegation, I represent 
the coastal communities that have already absorbed most Haitian 
refugees and stand d i r e c t l y i n the path of a continued exodus. I 
stand ready to support your e f f o r t s towards restoring democracy 
and economic hope i n H a i t i , which w i l l benefit the long-term 
interests of the people of South Florida as wel l . 

I appreciate the opportunity to convey my thoughts. 

Sine 

E. C] 
Member ofl ̂ ongress 
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