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T H E W H I T E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 3, 1993 

Dear Senator Mack: 

I share your belief that the world's best 
response to prevent a mass exodus from Haiti is to 
restore democracy to that nation. 

For this reason, I have strongly supported the 
current United Nations/Organization of American 
States negotiation effort, which includes plans for 
the deployment of a substantial number of human 
rights monitors in Haiti. I believe that deployment 
of these monitors will help to prevent human rights 
abuses and enhance the climate for political 
dialogue. 

I hope and expect that an improvement in the 
human rights situation and progress toward a 
political settlement will encourage Haitians to 
remain in their country to build a better future for 
themselves. 

I also share your concerns about the dangers 
of boat departure from Haiti. That i s why I spoke to 
the people of Haiti on January 14, urging that they 
not attempt to depart by boat and indicating that the 
practice of direct return would continue for the time 
being. 

At the same time, my Administration i s 
attempting to provide fair and safe alternatives to 
boat departure for those who continue to fear 
persecution. I have instructed the U.S. Embassy in 
Haiti to reduce substantially the time i t takes to 
process refugee applications received at the Embassy 
in Haiti, so that Haitians who fear persecution are 
not subjected to long waiting periods during which 
they might be at risk. In addition, I sent a 



technical mission to Haiti l a s t week to explore ways 
to make in-country processing safer and more 
accessible for Haitians, and to examine ways to 
enhance safety for repatriates. The mission w i l l 
offer i t s recommendations to me shortly. 

This i s a highly complex issue that requires 
f i r s t and foremost a change in the human rights 
situation in Haiti and a p o l i t i c a l settlement that 
restores the democratically elected government of 
President Aristide. The U.S. response on the 
migration issue must maintain our commitment to 
fairness while taking a l l practical steps necessary 
to protect against tragic loss of l i f e . 

I w i l l end the practice of direct return when 
I can do so without contributing to a humanitarian 
tragedy. In this respect, I believe your suggestion 
about the importance of hemispheric cooperation on 
asylum/resettlement issues i s a very useful one. I 
w i l l certainly take i t into account as we examine 
alternatives for future action in this area. 

With best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Connie Mack 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 



CONNIE MACK 
FLORIDA 

Bnited States Senate 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0904 

January 5, 1993 

The Honorable Bill Clinton 
President-elect of the United States 
Clinton-Gore Transition Office 
105 West Capitol Avenue 
Little Rock, AR 72201 

Dear Mr. President-elect: 

I am writing with a plea to immediately announce your policy on dealing 
with the issue of Haitian refugees. As you know, earlier today some 350 refugees 
arrived in South Florida after traveling shark-infested waters and placing their 
Hves at risk. 

The signals have been present for several weeks that there may be an 
exodus of refugees headed for Florida. Today's arrival has sent Shockwaves that 
a mass exodus may occur sooner than many had anticipated. That is why a clear 
pohcy declaration is so desperately needed. 

I firmly believe that freedom is the core of all human progress. In Haiti, 
we have witnessed the brutality of a military regime that continues to rob the 
Haitian people of their freedom and democracy. 

We all must be morally outraged by the repression of the Haitian people 
and realize the free world must come together to provide the resources and 
assistance to return democracy to Haiti, even if it means the use of force. 

The free world's best response to prevent a mass exodus of Haitians is to 
restore democracy to the nation soon. 

I have expressed my concerns that it is wrong to single out Haitians for 
different asylum standards than other immigrant groups. We cannot ignore life-
threatening persecution. 



As a Senator from Florida, I have a unique sensitivity to the so-called 
magnet effect for Haitian refugees and its tremendous impact on the state, 
especially at this time. Hurricane Andrew has strained South Florida's resources 
beyond the capacity to care for a mass exodus of Haitian refugees. 

Please keep in mind that Washington's immigration decisions ~ especially 
those affecting the Caribbean and Latin America - often impact South Florida 
tremendously. In many cases, South Florida is stuck with the cost of the federal 
government's foreign and immigration policies. 

The consequence of tyranny in Haiti cannot be South Florida's challenge. 
The nations of this hemisphere must absorb Haitian refugees and share in the 
responsibility to help those seeking asylum. 

Again, please address this issue publicly ~ for the sake of Haitians 
planning to risk their lives on the open sea and for the people of Rorida who are 
on the frontlines of the issue. 

Thank you for your time and attention. 

ncerely, 

onnie Mack 
United States Senate 
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