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. The Washington Opera will. prov1de a presentatlon of operatic selections
for the entertaimment following tonight's StaterDinner.. All of the performers
are American soloists, three of wham are world-renowned--Richard Stilwell,

James McCraken and Titiana Trolyanos:i: Other members include Faith Esham,

William Huckaby, Thomas Pasatieri, America's: youngest and most successful opera
composer, Evelyn Petros, Ashley Putnam, and Linda Zoghby . :

‘The Program

Richard Strauss: Ariadne auf Naxos
'Sein wir-wiedér qut'. -. -
Tatiana Troyanos, Mezzo-soprano

Vincenzo Bellini: I Capuleti ed i Montecchi
'Ch! quante volte' 4
Linda Zoghby, soprano

Giuseppe Verdi: Otello
'Dio! mi potevi scagliar' _
James McCracken, tenor :

[, o B

Jules Massenet: Herodiade
'T]1 est doux, il es bon'
Faith Esham, Mezzo-soprano

Gaetano Donizetti: Iucia di Lammermoor
'Regnava nel silenzio'
Ashley Putnam, soprano
Piano accompaniment by William Huckaby

Thomas Pasatieri: The Seagull
Farewell duet: N;Lna and Constantine
 Evelyn Petros, mezzo-soprano
Richard Stilwell, baritone
Piah6 accampaniment by the composer




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - ' NOVEMBER' 8, 1979

_ OFFICE OF THE FIRS'IA“LADY,'S_ PRESS SECRETARY

The State Dinner in Honor of Prime Minister and Mrs. Jack Lynch

FACT SHEET

THE DINNER:

Approximately 130 guests will be seated at round tables covered with
a glazed cotton cloth of green and white with cantaloupe-colored berries.
White table napkins are tied with cantaloupe-colored ribbons. Hand-woven
twig baskets filled with moss and centered with euphorbia spledens, peéach/
pink rieger begonias and peruvian lilies, woodland plants, grasses and
mosses have been selected as the centerpieces for each table. The votive
lights are encased in leaves fram our ‘gardens and are tied with grass.
Individual ‘place:cards painted-by: Petér=Corbin: féature birds indigenous to
North America. ~Birds on the place catrds. include the American Woodcock, -
Wild Turkey, Bobwhite Quail, Eastern Morning Dove, Ruffed Grouse, Greater
Scoup, Blue-Winged Teal, Pintail, and Mallard. Tables will be set with the
Truman china and the vermeil flatware. The table arrangement was :designed
by Carleton Varney. ‘

‘Menu

Striped Bass with Oyster Sauce
Fleurons

Stuffed Saddle of Lamb
- Cauliflower
Artichoke Hearts Nicoise

Bibb Lettuce Salad
Brie Cheese

' Pineapple Mousse Surprise
Petits Fours

-more-—



Thursdéy
November 8, 1979
140 guests

7:30 PM

STATE DINNER

Ireland

Striped Bass w/Oyster Sauce
Fleurons

Stuffed Saddle of Lamb
Cauliflower
Artichoke Hearts Nicoise

Bibb Lettuce Salad
Brie Cheese

Pineapple Mousse Surprise
Petits fours

Louis Martini Johannisberg Reisling 1977
Simi Cabernet Sauvignon 1979
Chandon Blanc de noirs




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 8, 1979

' PRESS ADVISORY

Schedule for coverage of tonicht's State Dinner:

7:10 p.m.

7:20 p.m.

7:45 p.m.

7:50 p.m.

Approximate

9:30 p.m.

9:45 p.m.

Pickup for arrival of guests

Pickup for arrival of Prime Minister
and Mrs. Lynch at North Portico

Staircase shot
Toast

NOTE: The toast will be in the East
Roaom before the dinner.
Photographers covering the stair-
case shot cannot cover the toast.
Please have two photographers if
you want coverage of both the stair-
case shot and the toast.
Restricted coverage.

times:

Writers escorted to state floor to mix
and mingle with guests

Photographers and TV pool escorted to
East Roam for entertainment

NOTE: Because there will not be extra
chairs in the Fast Roam, writers
are requested to stand. Thank you.




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE NOVEMBER 1, 1979

&

0ff1ce of the First Lady'‘'s Press Secretary

 THE WHITE HOUSE .

'The President and Mrs"Carter w111 host a State Dinner on the
occasionnof the visit"~ ‘of the Prime Minister and Mrs, Jack Lynch
of Ireland on Thursday, November 8, 1979

- The Washington Opera Company is the featured after~dinner
entertalnment.

# # o
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Carleton Vamey eresioent

1979

October 2,
- Y-
Mrs. Gretchen Poston oct azw?q
The White House '

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D. C. 20500

Re:

November 8, 1979
State Dinner
Irish Republic

Everything is in my head - and is now in the process of development.

1.

For the tablecloths, I am going to use a celery and cantaloupe print of
"Ginko" leaves on a white chintz ground. I'm running 170 yards of the
fabric for the cloths and Fleming Hegner will run up the 14 cloths at

a cost of $20.00 each (for the labor).

The napkins will be a soft light cantaloupe - the same color as the
"Ginko" berry in the tablecloth print. I will have my man, Weil &
Durrse, provide the napkins.

The napkins will be tied with celery and white ribbon and I will send
down the ribbon.

For centerpieces, I am making for you 14 moss and twig baskets with
twig and grass woven handles. Steven Beraney, a friend of mine, is
making the moss baskets.

The moss baskets will be filled with celery green small stem orchids . . .
there will be three plants in each basket and the earth will be covered
with moss.

‘1 will bring the baskets with me by wagon to Washington on the 8th

The candles will be votives wrapped in large green leaves and tied

with grass. I will make up 100 or so leaf wrapped candles and bring

them with me for the set-up. The votives will sit on large Ginko leaves -
placed around the tables.




Mrs. Gretchen Poston -2 - October 2, 1979

I'm delighted that you've asked me to do the Irish Dinner. As you may or
may not know, I have decorated five hotels in the Irish Republic, including
Dromoland Castle, and Suzanne and I have spent lots of time in Ireland.
When it comes to China, I think you should use the Truman ware.

I look forward to setting up the Irish State Dinner with you.

My best regards.

President

cviif - .



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 21, 1979

MEMORANDUM TO:  MRS. CARTER

FROM: GRETCHEN POSTON /4’

SUBJECT: ENTERTAINMENT FOR STATE
DINNER - IRELAND -

A cable arrived yesterday indicating great
interest on the part of Mrs. Lynch in
classical music. We would like to take this
opportunity to invite André Watts to per-
form at the White House after dinner. He

is one of the three foremost piano virtu-
osos in the world, along with Rudolf Serkin
and Vladimir Horowitz. He is the only

one of this caliber who has not performed
in the last three years, here.

I have checked on his schedule and know
he could be available. With your approval,
I would like to be able to call him at
home tomorrow.




September 14, 1979

Mrs. Gretchen Poston

Social Secretary

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Gretchen:

This weekend I'11 be thinking of how to make the East Room the
prettiest it ever was or possibly could be. Thanks for asking.

I look forward to seeing you again.

Warmest wishes.

—

Ca

rlet Varney
President

CV:if < %



“arleton Varmey eresioent

October 9, 1979

Mrs. Gretchen Poston
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D. C. 20500

Re: Irish Republic Dinner

Dear Gretchen:

I've asked my friend, nature and wildlife artist, Peter Corbin,

if he would make 140 place cards for the dinner. On each place

card, Peter will draw an American bird and on the back of each

card he will write the name of the bird along with its Latin spelling.

Since there are ten people at each table, Peter will be drawing ten
birds - so that no table will have duplications.

I'm enclosing two place cards so you will know what's coming. Your
calligrapher will write the name of each guest on the card.

I Took forward to setting up the Irish Dinner with you.

My best wishes.

2ﬂ9 Sincerely,

ot

bt

o Carleton Varney
President
CV:if
Encs.

P.S. I'm enclosing a Corbin wildlife stamp,
plus his artist's proof.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 7, 1979

TO: THE PRESIDENT

FROM: - GRETCHEN POSTON
SUBJECT: THE VISIT OF THE PRIME MINISTER OF IRELAND AND

MRS. LYNCH ON THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 1979

Attached are the scenarios for the visit indicated above.

K

cc: Rick Hutcheson ’ Jane Fenderson
Phil Wise Paul Costello
Dale Leibach Ambassador Valdez
Ken Hays

Rex Scouten

Military Aides Chuck Brewster
Bob Mitchell

Nancy Willing

Billie Shaddix

Lt. Brooks

Sgt. Oleksia

Sgt. Davis

Kip Dobelle
vﬂﬁiy Hoyt -
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ARRIVAL
10:00 AM

10:20 AM

10:27 AM

- 10:29 AM

"10:30 AM

11:00 AM

11:15 AM

ON THE OCCASION OF
THE VISIT OF
THE PRIME MINISTER OF IRELAND
' AND MRS. LYNCH

Welcoming and Official Parties arrive White ﬁouse, South Lawn.

Official,Party preoeding the Rime Minister arrives White House,
and takes positions on South Lawn.

THE ?RESIDENT arrive DiplomaticVkeceptioanoom}

THE PRESIDENT is announced, and enters grounds to edge of
red carpet.

(Music - '"Man of the Hour")

The motorcade carrying the Prime Minister and Mrs. Lynch arrives -

fanfare. Official introductionms.

- . THE PRINCIPALS (3) proceed onto platform and into posltlons for

honors.
(Irish Nationaernthem)
(U.S. National Anthem)
(19-gun salute)

THE PRESIDENT and the Prime Mininster descend platform for
Inspection of Troops. Return to platform for remarks.

(All PRINCIPALS into new positions - see attached.)

Follow1ng remarks, PRINCIPALS return to p031tlons fac1ng south
as Commander of Troops closes ceremony

ALL PRINCIPALS descend platform, ascend stairs to Sonth'Portico
Balcony for press photo session. Continue into Blue Room for
receiving line. '

Coffee is served in Blue Room.

THE PRESIDENT and the Prime Minister depart State floor for
Oval Office.

Mrs. Lynch'is escorted to Blair House.




SOUTH LAWN SOUTH LAWN

1 - THE PRESIDENT
2 - The Prime Minister
3 - Mrs. Lynch

DIPLOMATIC ENTRANCE




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: GRETCHEN POSTON
SUBJECT: RAIN PLAN - ARRIVAL CEREMONY

VISIT OF THE PRIME MINISTER OF IRELAND & MRS. LYNCH
NOVEMBER 8, 1979

In the event of rain, the Prime Minister and Mrs. Lynch will arrive at
the North Portico. Following your greeting at the North Portico, all three
should proceed down the Cross Hall and into the East Room.

As you enter (pausing for the annoucements) the platform will be directly
in front of you, and the official parties will be on your right. On the
platform, please note that your positions will be different from those

at an outside ceremony. The diagram below shows your positions on the
platform, facing the Cross Hall and press pens.

Coffee after the ceremony will be held in the Blue Room, and all three
Principals should depart the East Room via the Cross Hall, and enter the
Blue Room from the Cross Hall.

PRESS PRESS
LECTERN
1 2 3
Official
Parties 1 - Mrs. Lynch
2 - THE PRESIDENT
3 - The Prime Minister




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

.November 6, 1979
FROM: GRETCHEN POSTON

TOASTS BEFORE THE STATE DINNER FOR
PRIME MINISTER AND MRS. LYNCH

OF IRELAND
7:50 P.M. THE PRESIDENT, Prime Minister and Mrs. Lynch
proceed to platform at East Wall of East

Room.
Guests are served aperitifs.

THE PRESIDENT proceeds to Presidential
Podium for toast.

Butler serves champagne to the principals
on platform.

Principals place glasses on tray and butler
moves to * on diagram.

Prime Minister Lynch moves to Presidential
Podium for toast.

‘Butler serves champagne to principals
on platform.

Butler removes glasses.

At conclusion, principals step down in
front of platform.

Receiving line begins.

8:45 P.M. At conclusion of receiving line, all pro-
ceed to State Dining Room for dinner.

Putler
fr;
dxiﬂyfgmeéff
YANCH ECILENT
Norry &—— o a o

' fres.
p‘dllufﬂ

e
Mr. \/m.bez




ON THE OCCASION OF
THE VISIT OF
THE PRIME MINISTER OF IRELAND
AND MRS. LYNCH
_ NORTHWEST GATE
NOVEMBER 8, 1979 ' FROM: GRETCHEN POSTON - SOUTHWEST GATE

DINNER :
7:00 PM Dinner guests arrive Diplomatic Reception Room and are escorted to
East Room.

7:15 PM  Official Irish Party departs Blair House.

7:20 PM Official Party arrives White House, proceeds to Red Room to await
State Department official escort to Yellow Oval Room.

7:28 PM  Prime Minister and Mrs. Lynch depart Blair House.
THE PRESIDENT departs living quarters for North Portico.
(U.S.M.C. Orchestra in Main‘Hall.)

7:31 PM  Prime Minister and Mrs. Lynch are greeted by the PRESIDENT, pause
for photo session, and proceed to Yellow Oval Room.

7:40 PM Guests (save Principals) depart Yellow Oval Room for East Room.

7:45 PM  ALL PRINCIPALS arrive State Floor via Grand Staircase, pause at
foot of stairs for press photo session, proceed directly to
East Room for before dinner toasts and receiving line. At the
conclusion of the receiving line guests proceed in to State Dining
Room.

8:45 PM Dinner is served.
Dessert is served. (Strolling Strings perform.)

9:30 PM After-dinner guests arrive Diplomatic Reception Room and proceed
to China Room and Library for refreshments.

(Harpist in Diplomatic Reception Room.)
Dinner guests depart State Dining Room to Blue Room for coffee.

After~-dinner guests are escorted upstairs for receiving line in
Cross Hall, Main Floor. Proceed to East Room for seating.

9;50 PM ALL PRINCIPALS enter East Room and are seated for entertainment.
THE PRESIDENT makes Introductory Remarks.

10:30 PM Conclusion of entertainment. Artists are thanked.




10:45 PM : Prime Minister and Mrs. Lynch are escorted to North
Portico for departure.

THE PRESIDENT proceeds to elevator for departdre.
Guests are served Champagne and petit.foﬁrs on State Floor.

All guests depart Residence.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 29, 1979

MEMORANDUM TO: MRS. CARTER

FROM: GRETCHEN POSTON
SUBJECT: STATE DINNER - PRIME MINISTER OF IRELAND

AND MRS. LYNCH - NOVEMBER 8, 1979

The Washington Opera is providing a presentation of opera-
tic selections as entertainment after the State Dinner for
the Prime Minister of Ireland and Mrs. Lynch. All of the
performers are American soloists, three of whom are world-
renowned - Richard Stilwell, James McCracken and Tatiana
Troyanos. (bios attached) The arias which each will sing
were chosen to show their individual voices to best advan-
tage. One of the more important works will be from "The
Seagull." This opera was written by the brilliant, young
American composer, Thomas Pasatieri, and based on the
Chekhov play of the same name. Although opera is tradition-
ally European in its origins, American composers are be-
ginning to be accepted as valid exponents of this art form.}
Until recently, George Gershwin's Porgy and Bess was con-
.sidered the American opera. However, American composers are
being performed in the most important houses of the world.
Therefore, we thought it would be a good idea to show-

case American opera singers as well as American opera at {
the White House.

With this in mind, it seemed that a seagull motif would

be a good one for our program. We have asked Peter Corbin,
a well-known American artist who is an expert at painting
wild-life, to do the program. He is also doing drawings on
each individual place card of birds indigenous to North
America. (see attached drawing) '

Carleton Varney, the designer who did the tablecloths for
the First Lady's Luncheon has proposed a wonderful table
arrangement in keeping with our "wild bird" theme. The
tablecloth is a glazed cotton print of cel@don green and
white with cantaloupe colored berries scattered on it. The
napkins will be white and tied with cantaloupe ribbon. (see
attached) The centerpieces will be baskets hand-woven of




twigs, filled with moss and centered-with-pale=gFeen
orehid—plrants. The votive lights (10) will be encased in
leaves from our gardens and tied with grass. The whole
look will be very soft and reminiscent of Irlsh moors.

= 3@&/ C.v.




BIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENTS

WILLIAM HUCKABY.

A native of Atlanta, Georgia, William Huckaby first came to
Washington as a member of the U.S. Army Chorus, at which time
his association with The W ashington Opera began. Mr.
Huckaby is an active recitalist,. conductoxr and vocal coach
who has also worked with the Wolf Trap Opera and, most
recently, with the Rockefeller Competitions for the perfor-
mance of American music.

JAMES McCRACKEN

Acclaimed in every major opera house in the world, tenor
James McCracken was born in Indiana and served in the U.S.
Navy before completing his studies at Columbia University.
It was in the Washington Opera's 1960 season that the young
tenor first sang the title role of Verdi's Otello, returning
triumphantly to.-Washington to recreate the role in 1976.
Otello is perhaps the most distinguished and certainly the
best known portrayal in Mr. McCracken's repertory which also
includes the leading tenor roles of Carmen, Fidelio, Aida,
Turandot, Le Prophete, and Tannhauser.

THOMAS PASATIERI

America's youngest and most successful opera composer, Thomas
Pasatieri is a native New Yorker who received his doctorate
from the Juilliard School. His numerous works include the
operas Black wWidow, Washington Square, Signor Deluso, La
Divina, and the Emmy Award winning The Trial of Mary Lincoln.
His opera The Seagull, commissioned and first performed by
the Houston Grand Opera, received its East Coast premiere
with The Washington Opera in February, 1978, and will be
given in Atlanta, Georgia this Spring under the composer's
direction. ‘

EVELYN PETROS

A native of washington, D.C., Evelyn Petros has delighted her
hometown audiences in The Washington Opera's The Seagull by
Pasatieri as well as in Haydn's 11 Ritorno di Tobia with The
National Symphony and Britten's A Midsummer Night's Dream

with the Wolf Trap Opera. This season, Miss Petros appeared
with the Philadelphia Opera in John Philip Sousa's The Free-
lance.




e Two
GRAPHICAL STATEMENTS

ASHLEY PUTNAM

Once a flutist, New Yorker Ashley Putnam decided to sing when
one of her professors at the University of Michigan convinced
her that her voice was as lovely as the instrument she had
studied so long. The young soprano created the role of Mary
Queen of Scots in Thea Musgrave's opera. Following a Washington

RICHARD STILWELL

Originally from St. Louis, now residing in Vienna, Virginia,
Richard Stilwell made his professional operatic debut with the
""""" lisande, later becoming
the first American to sing the role at the Paris Opera. The
Metropolitan Opera baritone is a favorite of Washington Opera
diences who have hailed him as Constantine in Pasatieri's
Qe Seagull, as Dr. Malatesta in Donizetti's Don Pasquale, and
Ulisse in the American premiere of Monteverdi's I1 Ritorno
d'Ulisse in Patria, a role which he will repeat in Paris this
season.

TATIANA TROYANOS

‘One of the most sought after mezzo-sopranos, Tatiana Troyanos
made her Hamburg Opera debut in 1965 as the Composer in
Ariadne auf Naxos. It was in Hamburg that composer Krzysztof
Pendereckl first heard the American artist for whom he wrote
the part of the..deranged Ursuline Prioress Jeanne in his opera
The Devils of Loudun. Miss Troyanos made her Washington Opera
debut in 1979 as Romeo in Bellini's T Capuleti ed i Montecchi.
Her many roles range from the bel canto delicacies of Adalgisa
to the powerful presence of Kundry, a role she will sing at
the Metropolitan Opera this season.

LINDA ZOGHBY

Born and raised in Mobile, Alabama, Linda Zoghby made her
Washington Opera debut in Bellini's I Capuleti ed i Montecchi
as Juliet. A resident of Virginia, the lyric soprano is a
close associate of Conductor Antal Dorati, with whom she has
Qppeared in Washington and elsewhere in Haydn's Tl Ritorno

i Tobia, The Seasons, and The Creation. This year, Miss

oghby will make her Israel Philharmonic and Royal Philhar-
monic debuts, both under Mr. Dorati's baton.
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- MEMORANDUM /o‘r$w‘:

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

3629
_CONPIDENTIAL | © June 15, 1979

MEMORANDUM FOR:  PHIL WISE
FRAN VOOKRDE

L) ) -
Christine Dodson LLPZ"Q

SUBJECT: tedal—Visie i ime-Ministek (U)

FROM:

‘Prime Minister
Official visit.
arrival ceremony,

nch has accepted November 8 for his
As you know, this will include an
office meeting and dinner. (C)

_CONEPIDENTIAL

Declassify following announcement

Q shlo

of date of visit

\
yon B
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" The

His

His

His

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

KNER - Thursday, November 8, 1979 at 7:30 p.m.

Pre51dent

Excellency The Prime Mlnlster of Ireland
& Mrs. Lynch :
Excellency The Minister of Forelgn Affairs of Ireland
& Mrs. O'Kennedy
Excellency The Ambassador of Ireland
& Mrs. Donlon
& Mrs. Andrew O'Rourke
Secretary General, Department of Foreign Affairs
Dermot Nally »
Deputy Secretary, General, Department of the Prlme Mlnlster‘ e
Walter Kirwan )
Assistant Secretary General, Department of the Prime Mlnlster
Frank Dunlop :
Government Press Secretary

Commandant Christopher Leaney

Mr.

Mr.

The
The
The
Hon.

Hon.

‘Aide-de-Camp to the Prime Minister
& Mrs. Paul Dempsey ’

Counselor, Embassy of Ireland
& Mrs. John Burke

Counselor, Embassy of Ireland

Vice President
Speaker & Mrs. O'Neill ‘
Secretary of State & Mrs. Vance
& Mrs. James T. McIntyre, Jr.
Dir., Office of Management & Budget
& Mrs. Reubin Askew
Special Representative for Trade Negotiations

Senator & Mrs. Claiborne Pell (Rhode Island)
Senator & Mrs. Walter D. Huddleston (Kentucky).
Senator & Mrs. Robert B. Morgan (North Carolina)
Senator & Mrs. Daniel P. Moynihan (New York)

The
The.

Hon.

Rep.
Rep.

Rep..

Rep.
Hon.

Hon.

‘Hon.

Governor of New Jersey & Mrs. Byrne
Governor of Rhode Island & Mrs. Garrahy

Joseph E. Brennan, Governor of Maine

& Mrs. Joseph M. McDade (Pennsylvania)

Mrs. James J. Howard (New Jersey)

Mrs. Mario Biaggi (New York)

Mrs. Mike Lowry.  (Washington)

Mrs. Frank B. Mocre
Assistant to the President for Concre551onal ‘Liaison
Anne Wexler & Hon. Joseph Duffey

Mrs--Assistant to the President
& Mrs. Alonzo McDonald

Assistant to the President & White House Staff Director

R

General & Mrs. David C. Jones, USAF

Hon.

_The
Hon.

Mr.

Hon.

Hon.

Hon.

Mr.

Mr.

bx,

Hon.

Chmn., Joint Chiefs of Staff

& Mrs. William V. Shannon

American Ambassador to Ireland
Chief of Protocol & Mrs. Valdez

-& Mrs. George S. Vest

Assistant Secretary of State for European Affairs
& Mrs. James Rentschler

Natlonal Security Council Staff Member

& Mrs. George C. McGhee .

Former 2zZmbassador, Washington, DC

& Mrs. Charles B. Curtis

Chmn., Federal Energy Regulatory Cormission-

& Mrs. Ivan Allen, Jr.
Atlanta, Georgia
Leonard Bernstein
Composer/conductor, New York City
Guest: lMr. Robert lee Kirkland III
& Mrs. Searcy Bracewell
Attorney, Houston, Texas
& Mrs. Eecnald Brown
Vice Pres., Washington Operatlons, llational Urban League
& Mrs. Rlberto Bustamante
San Antonio, Texas




*bage ¢ - ainner 11/8/7/9

Ix.. Patrick Caddell
“, Cambridge Survey Research, Washington, DC
Guest: Ms. Helen Hollings
Mrs. Lillian Carter
Plains, Georgia
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Cherry
Daytona Beach, Florida
Hon. & Mrs. John H. Connors
Iowa State Representative
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick J. Cunningham
Bronx, New York
Mrs. Richard J. Daley
Chicago, Illinois
‘Guest: Ms. Patricia Daley Thompson, daughter
Mr. '& Mrs. William M. Daley, Jr.
Chicago, Illinois
Mxr. Kevin Delany
ABC, Washington, DC
" Guest: Ms. Jane Sanders
‘Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Donahue
.Executive Assistant to the President of the AFL-CIO
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Fay
_ Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Mr. Gary Fifield
Managing Dir., The Washlngton Opera
Mr. & Mrs. James Gannon
Executive Editor, Des Moines Register, Des Moines, Iowa
Mr. & Mrs. Neil Hartigan
Sr. V.P. & Area Head/Western Hemisphere, World Banklng Dept.,
, First National Bank of Chicago
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas C. Hynes
Chicago, Illinois
Mr. & Mrs. Jeremiah Joyce
Chicago, Illinois
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Kvamme
Moorehead, Minnesota
Mrs. George London
Armonk, New York
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas H. D. Mahoney :
© Secretary of Elder Affairs for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Eon. & Mrs.. Henry L. Marsh III
-Mayor of Richmond, Virginia
Mr. J. Patrick McElroy
Clearwzater, Florida
Guest: Ms. Mary Evret:z
Hon. & Mrs. Thomas W. McGee )
Speaker, Massachusetts House of Representatives
Mrs. Thomas J. McIntyre '
Washington, DC
Guest: Mr. Martin Malarkey
Mr. George Meany
Pres., AFL-CIO
Guest: Mr. Ernest 5. Lee
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence O'Rourke
~ Philacdelphia Bulletin, Chevy Chase, Maryland
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel M. Rooney
Pres., Pittsburgh Steelers Football Club
Treas., The Ireland Fund

\ e

Mr. & Mrs. Terence Smith

New York Times, Chevy Chase, Maryland
Mr. & Mrs. Maurice B. Tobin

_ Attorney, Washington, DC

Mr. & Mrs. James Vance

Worthington, Minnesota
Mrs. Earline Watkins '

Eatonville, Florida .

Guest: Mr. Broderick McKinney
Mr. & Mrs. Morton M. Winston

Chief Executive Oificer, Tosco Corporation, Los Angeles
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E"“EbTAI E’T - Thursday, November 8,
Irish Eartz i
Mr. & Mrs. Cornelius Howard

First Secretary
Mr. & Mrs. Martin O'Fainin
First Secretary
- Mr. Edward Smyth
First Secretary
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Sheridan
Third Secretary
Miss Marian P. Cullen
-Third Secretary
Ms. Carmel Foley N
Administrative Secretary
Mr. Michael Kennedy
Vice Consul-

Miss Ann Howard Bailey
- Bantam, Conriecticut
Ms. Joann Barwick S
Editor, House Beautlful NYC
Guest: Mr. Fred Berger
Ms. Barbara Borski
McLean, Virginia
Guest: Mr. Michael P. Borski
Mr. Joe Browder
Washington, DC
Guest: Ms. Ann Geracimos
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Casey
' Alexandria, Virginia
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Catucci
Washington, DC
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Corbin
Rhinebeck, New York
Mr. Douglas Coulter
: Washington, DC
Mrx. & Mrs. Robert L. Cunningham
Washington, DC .
Patricia M. Derian & Hon. Hodding Carter
. ~ Assistant Secretary of State
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence A, Dunmore, Jr.
Washington, DC
Mr. Kenward Elmslie
Calais, Vermont

i-lon.

Hon. & Mrs. J. James Exon
Washington, DC
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Feinstein

Washington, DC
Mr. Timothy Finchem
Washington, DC
_ Guest: Ms. Susan Mercandetti
Mr. & Mrs. Victor Galin
Bethesda, Maryland
‘Mr. Jerry Grant B
Alexandria,.Virginia
- Guest: Ms. Loretta Fuller
Mr. & Mrs. William B. Griffith
: Beallsville, Maryland
Mr. & Mrs. William B. Gunter
Washington, DC
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Healy
Bethesda, Maryland
Dr. & Mrs. D. David Hinton
Washington, DC
Mr. & Mrs. William T. Hunter, Jr.
Pres., The Washington Opera
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Imming
Arlington, Virginia
Mr. Alexander C. Johnpoll
Chevy Chase, Maryland
Ms. Veronica Keating
washington, DC
Guest: Mr. Michael John Keating

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Keefe
Washington, DC
Hon. Susan B. King
. Chmn., Consumer Product Safety Comm.
Guest: Mr. Jack Blum
Mys. Alvin A. Kraft
Washington, DC
Guest: Mrx. Jay Spectre
Mrs. Edna Langford
: Calhoun, Geoxrgia -
Guest: Mrs. Linda Maddox
Ms. Lucie Langford
Washington, DC
Guest: Mr. Ken Canfield
Mx. & Mrs. James H. Mann
Poolesville, Maryland
Miss Ahna McCracken
New York City
Ms. Anna Mendini
Washington, DC

"Mr. John Milliken.

Arlington, Virginia
Guest: Ms. Christine Topping
Mr. Daryl E. Noll
Alexandria, Virginia
Mr. Terrence M. O'Connell, IIX
Washington, DC .
Guest: Ms. Linda McFadden
Ms. Kathy O'Neill
‘Washington, DC :
Guest: Mr. Charles Hunnicutt
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Petros
. Washington, DC

Mr. & Mrs. Sabin Robbins, Iv

Washington, DC
Mr. Octavio Roca
Dir. of Pub. Rel., The Washlngton Opera
Mr. & Mrs. John L. Ryan
Rockville, Maryland
Mrs. Richard Stilwell
McLean, Virginia
Mr. James Stone
Washington, DC.
Guest: Sheila Jerdan
Mr. & Mrs. Carleton .Varney .
New York, New York
Miss Sandra wWarfield
“New York City
Mr. & Mrs. Ellis Wisner
Washington, DC
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DINNER - Thursday, November 8, 1979 at 7:30 p.m.

The President

His Excellency The Prime Minister of Ireland
‘& Mrs. Lynch
His Excellency The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ireland
& Mrs. O'Kennedy
His Excellency The Ambassador of Ireland
& Mrs. Donlon
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew O'Rourke _
Secretary General, Department of Foreign Affairs
Mr. Dermot Nally
Deputy Secretary General, Department of the Prime Mlnlster
Mr. Walter Kirwan
Assistant Secretary General, Department of the Prime Minister
Mr. Frank’ Dunlop
Government Press Secretary
Commandant Christopher Leaney
Aide-de-Camp to the Prime Minister
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Dempsey
Counselor, Embassy of Ireland
Mr. & Mrs. John Burke :
Counselor, Embassy of Ireland

The Vice President
The Speaker & Mrs. O'Neill
The Secretary of State & Mrs. Vance
Hon. & Mrs. James T. McIntyre, Jr.
Dir., Office of Management & Budget
Hon. & Mrs. Reubin Askew
Special Representative for Trade Negotiations
Senator & Mrs. Claiborne Pell (Rhode Island)
Senator & Mrs. Walter D. Huddleston (Kentucky)
Senator & Mrs. Robert B. Morgan (North Carolina)
Senator & Mrs. Daniel P. Moynihan (New York)
The Governor of New Jersey & Mrs. Byrne
The Governor of Rhode Island & Mrs. Garrahy
Hon. Joseph E. Brennan, Governor of Maine
Rep. & Mrs. Joseph M. McDade (Pennsylvania)
Rep. & Mrs. James J. Howard (New Jersey)
Rep. & Mrs. Mario Biaggi (New York)
Rep. & Mrs. Mike Lowry. (Washington)
Hon. & Mrs. Frank B. Moore
’ Assistant to the President for Congressional Liaison
Hon. Anne Wexler & Hon. Joseph Duffey
Mrs--Assistant to the President
Hon. & Mrs. Alonzo McDonald
Assistant to the President & White House Staff Director
General & Mrs. David C. Jones, USAF
Chmn., Joint Chiefs of Staff
Hon. & Mrs. William V. Shannon
American Ambassador to Ireland
The Chief of Protocol & Mrs. Valdez
Hon. & Mrs. George S. Vest
Assistant Secretary of State for European Affairs
Mr. & Mrs. James Rentschler
National Security Council Staff Member
Hon. & Mrs. George C. McGhee ,
Former Ambassador, Washlngton, DC
Hon. & Mrs. Charles B. Curtis
Chmn., Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

Hon. & Mrs. Ivan Allen, Jr.
Atlanta, Georgia
Mr. Leonard Bernstein
Composer/conductor, New York City
Guest: Mr. Robert lLee Kirkland III
Mr. & Mrs. Searcy Bracewell
Attorney, Houston, Texas
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Brown
Vice Pres., Washington Operations, National Urban League
Hon. & Mrs. Alberto Bustamante '
San Antonio, Texas
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Cambridge Survey Research, Washington, DC
Guest: Ms. Helen Hollings

Daytona Beach, Florida

Iowa State Representative
Mrs. Patrick J. Cunningham

Guest: Ms. Patricia Déley Thompson, daughter
Mrs. William M. Daley, Jr.

Guest: Ms. Jane Sanders

.Executive Assistant to the President of the AFL-CIO
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Managing Dir., The Washlngton Opera

Executive Editor, Des Moines Register, Des Moines, Iowa

Sr. V.P. & Area Head/Western Hemisphere, World Banklng Dept.,
First National Bank of Chicago

Mrs. Thomas H. D. Mahoney

Secretary of Elder Affairs for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
& Mrs. Henry L. Marsh III

-Mayor "of Richmond, Virginia

Guest: Ms. Mary Evretz

Speaker, Massachusetts House of Representatives

Guest: Mr. Martin Malarkey

Guest: Mr. Ernest S. Lee

Mrs. Lawrence O'Rourke

Philadelphia Bulletin, Chevy Chase, Maryland
Mrs. Daniel M. Rooney

Pres., Pittsburgh Steelers Football Club
Treas., The Ireland Fund

New York Times, Chevy Chase, Maryland
Mrs. Maurice B. Tobin
Attorney, Washington, DC

Worthington, Minnesota
Guest: Mr. Broderick McKinney

Mrs. Morton M. Winston
Chief Executive Officer, Tosco Corporation, Los Angeles

Mr. Patrick Caddell
Mrs. Lillian Carter
Plains, Georgia
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Cherry
Hon. & Mrs. John H. Connors
Mr. &
Bronx, New York
Mrs. Richard J. Daley
Chicago, Illinois
Mr. &
Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Kevin Delany
ABC, Washington, DC
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Donahue
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Fay
Mr. Gary Fifield
Mr. & Mrs. James Gannon
Mr. & Mrs. Neil Hartigan
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas C. Hynes
Chicago, Illinois
Mr. & Mrs. Jeremiah Joyce
Chicago, Illinois
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Kvamme
Moorehead, Minnesota
Mrs. George London
Armonk, New York
Mr. &
Hon.
‘Mr. J. Patrick McElroy
Clearwater, Florida
Hon. & Mrs. Thomas W. McGee
Mrs. Thomas J. McIntyre
Washington, DC
Mr. George Meany
Pres., AFL-CIO
Mr. &
Mr. &
|
Mr. & Mrs. Terence Smith
Mr. &
Mr. & Mrs. James Vance
Mrs. Earline Watkins
Eatonville, Florida
Mr. &



ENTERTAINMENT - Thursday, November 8, 1979 at 9:30 p.m.

Irish party

Mr. & Mrs. Cornelius Howard
First Secretary

Mr. & Mrs. Martin O'Fainin
First Secretary

Mr. Edward Smyth

First Secretary
& Mrs. Frank Sheridan
Third Secretary
Miss Marian P. Cullen
Third Secretary
Ms. Carmel Foley
Administrative Secretary
Mr. Michael Kennedy
Vice Consul-

Mr.

Miss Ann Howard Bailey
Bantam, Conﬁecticut

Ms. Joann Barwick o
Editor, House Beautiful, NYC
Guest: Mr. Fred Berger

Ms. Barbara Borski
McLean, Virginia
Guest: Mr. Michael P. Borski

Mr. Joe Browder
Washington, DC
Guest: Ms. Ann Geracimos

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Casey
Alexandria, Virginia

Mr. & Mrs. Nick Catucci
Washington, DC

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Corbin
Rhinebeck, New York

Mr. Douglas Coulter
Washington, DC

Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Cunningham
Washington, DC

Hon. Patricia M. Derian & Hon. Hodding Carter
Assistant Secretary of State

Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence A. Dunmore, Jr.
Washington, DC

Mr. Kenward Elmslie
Calais, Vermont

Hon. & Mrs. J. James Exon
Washington, DC

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Feinstein
Washington, DC

Mr. Timothy Finchem
Washington, DC
Guest: Ms. Susan Mercandetti

Mr. & Mrs. Victor Galin
Bethesda, Maryland

Mr. Jerry Grant
Alexandria, Virginia

. Guest: Ms. Loretta Fuller

Mr. & Mrs. William B. Griffith
Beallsville, Maryland

Mr. & Mrs. William B. Gunter
Washington, DC

Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Healy
Bethesda, Maryland

Dr. & Mrs. D. David Hinton
Washington, DC

Mr. & Mrs. William T. Hunter, Jr.
Pres., The Washington Opera

Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Imming
Arlington, Virginia

Mr. Alexander C. Johnpoll

Chevy Chase, Maryland
Ms. Veronica Keating
Washington, DC
Guest: Mr. Michael John Keating

Mr.

Hon.

Mrs.

Mrs.

Ms.

Mr.

& Mrs. Robert Keefe
Washington, DC

Susan B. King -

Chmn., Consumer Product Safety Comm.
Guest: Mr. Jack Blum
Alvin A. Kraft
Washington, DC

Guest: Mr. Jay Spectre
Edna Langford

Calhoun, Georgia -

Guest: Mrs. Linda Maddox

Lucie Langford
Washington, DC

Guest: Mr. Ken Canfield

& Mrs. James H. Mann
Poolesville, Maryland

Miss Ahna McCracken

Ms.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Ms.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mrs.

Mr.

Mr.

New York City
Anna Mendini

Washington, DC

John Milliken.

Arlington, Virginia

Guest: Ms. Christine Topping
Daryl E. Noll
Alexandria, Virginia
Terrence M. O'Connell,
Washington, DC

Guest: Ms. Linda McFadden
Kathy O'Neill

‘Washington, DC

Guest: Mr. Charles Hunnicutt
& Mrs. Matthew Petros
Washington, DC

& Mrs. Sabin Robbins,
Washington, DC
Octavio Roca

Dir. of Pub. Rel., The Washington Opera
& Mrs. John L. Ryan

Rockville, Maryland

Richard Stilwell

McLean, Virginia

James Stone

Washington, DC.

Guest: Sheila Jerdan

& Mrs. Carleton .Varney

New York, New York

IIT

Iv

Miss Sandra Warfield

Mr.

New York City
& Mrs. Ellis Wisner
Washington, DC



‘The Seagull Sears

\V ab]‘ungton Opela s Splenchd Venture

) ‘l . ‘~'1ts dramatic strength is left secure in
a -.’.“‘T * thls rewrite for opera,. Frank Corsaro
" directs a performance that would: be :
splendid even: without {hie music. And

By Lon Tuck
'l huma; Pasatieri’'s operatlc settmg
of Chekhov’s “The Seagull? recelved -
its Last Coast premiere ‘at the Ken-
nedy Center last night, and it is'a .
iine evening in the theater. . S

1f such an evaluation’. of ‘8 vocal_
work seems suspiciously guarded, it
is not because of doubts or-uncertainty. -
ol opinion.- It is because theé mixture -
nf clements that make this version of
“The Scagull” work. are compllcnted
and sometjmes contradictory. -

¥irst of an there is Chekhov s play"v.: [

gible most of the. tlmo :

Evelyn Lear, for instance,”do not of- .

Sec SEAGULL BIO Col 1

gt

o R . " .THE WASHINGTON POST -

“,for once, the sung-: English. is intelh- i K

. Next, the dlstmgulshed cast virtuallj B

the same one that: premiered the work B
.in-louston two years ago, acts as well
- as 1t sings. Singers of -the fame of .

ten lend their talents to risky new .
* works by young: Americans .And here, :
In the central role of .the haughty ac-»

Tlxuruluy, Feb 9, 1918

BIO

A SEAGULL From BI

tresq }rina Arkadlna she justlfles the
nsk -
" Then there’ is the music. Pasatlrt
s comes to 'town with .a_mixed- reputa- ;
: ‘tion as a composer—wlth spme crltlea
Wcularly .critical of his conserva
>t +often ec\cctlce style.,, But;.-at:
o ii 'strongest .moments, - this. Opera'
; 'pro ides that there's nothlng ‘wrong
B the style as Jong. as it is used thn

'second act: with the women ln the
.park.”And a. typlcally ‘passiopate’ duet
between_ mother.'an_dson that ‘endec
sthat. ~act' seeme’ to’ serve the dramz
well‘ enpugh, but to, be short On An
dividuailty J N TR B
i7" Thus t- was all the more hearten
ing: to ‘hear the long scene Pasatler!
wrote for the son’s young love Nin:
- —also o;le .of the -play’s high points
1" ‘It. 18 lyric music'in the Isalian tradi
i‘g freShr“‘ess and. imag'rnauon i~.tion, 1ts melodies flowing with & har
AL told, “The Seagull,!’ while, h*“'d...; monic “originallty and lyric flow. tha
l&"‘a work for-the ‘avant-grade, Is ong- iz well ‘worth the wait. Evelyn Petros
dfghe Washington ‘Opera’s more. suc:, . performance brought an.ovation, And
ccufu] ventures in recent.years. Cers, r‘the followlng musjc for Constantine
iy, last. nlg_hts anie““ seemed 1o, sung’:and"superbly acted by Richard
" {think so. s A “Stiiwell; showed. a willingness to e
.t & Tb-must be emphaszed though that _) daring-that: Pasgtieri should cultlyate
'ﬂ"ll$r ‘oper§,. one of 14 he had.compog: " " Lear's- muslc, on‘ the” whole, was
, gage 32, Is more asign’ of .prom:}:f Jess: indlvidua‘l ‘But.'her- singing ‘was
, 3'wmt an of ‘a pqwerful aud sure gi ~beautiful, and ‘the acting so good that
,fﬁﬁ*lyrlo ‘theater. +\: ;'S she +held her'placa' Ly the central

-7

E;,'He "tails to take . on’ the eentral' : o
orall elements of -this’ troubled neu:} :% Patricla Wells. ln the role ol Ma
frofle’ dramia’ and to”refine and. orys ;* “sha,: had one enormously mxtng 8{15

that drew bravos. stia)

lize them into. the . highly. intensle}s A
- Th. eredoubtable’John Reardon. as

ed; dramatlc power - that -gives the

. PR o
St — : ‘.-....'-n.-nr.«l,..

ﬂnést musical : settings of theater. ‘R'POP“““' novelist who Is Arkadina’s
,~’, \assxcs their extra edge.; : .’&Ver h"aa ﬂ”mll::gh ltixme :;”:lg Ir

7 " ~ the second-act in’which he puts dowr
JEm 'The Sez}gu]l is the story of the- /1the critics :by; mocklng them: “It"
;mhabltants'of the actréss'. country * 'charmingly 7 written, ~ but’ It - doesn’
:.ageuae The question ‘posed early:{n" it y

¥y U e ..
. vplay. by her son, Constantine,is ' &r stnrnhdeug;:d wtr:t?\ndrzns:f:s th'ough
; .v’_gﬁbe“‘,fi" th‘f' ‘group 18 “a- charmed -5 that* without'{such’ a - cast, withou
‘:_ah-ele or; ¥a  web of ‘wasted llves.”..".corgarg and; above all, witout Chek
& -answer becomes clear as individ- _hov, . Pasatler]. ‘would. have a rock:
’\,t;lls slip inte frustration, drink, dse-, / time fo rmuch “of -the evening. H
Y:ntan' and -suiclde.’ . should stop’ cranking out music a
mthel than to conceive the work such a rate and start throwlng mor
a4 musical whole, Pasatierl takes\lt " of it away and trylng agaln, There |
,mr.eplsodo.s-—“numhers * 1f you Wi’ imore there than his detractors giv
;.,,ome seem downright cliche. Others’ < him. credit- for, because In “The Bes
f?ood but not very different frorn '.i_gulL" he: shows an ability to writ
of other music in this style,' =i, ‘-_.better opera’ than most others noy
'-'g:mliel on, the hest moments of-{, writing them,
wtan -seemed to be the gnes that car, There are repeats Friday evenln
J[cq tho lchst muulu\l l)nm.,.m,u, lIIm"‘ ad Sumluy nfturumm.
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New Look at
‘The Seagull’

BylrvtngLowens L
Voo L WashinglonStar Staff Writer .- '

* The Washington Opera last- mght

K

6

presented the first of three perform- _
ances of Thomas Pasatieri's 1974 ("
.opera, ‘‘The Seagull,” based on the &

‘famous play by Anton Chekhov, in

rthe Kennedy Center Opera House.:: - ...
“The Seagull*.is generally consid-
rered the. composer's. finest: effort:so -

-far and it is, in fact, a.most. att.ractwe,_

.opera from-almost every point- of

-view. Certainly, it'is a-quite’ remark- : §

-able achievement for.a composer

- who has' not :yet celebrated hts 33rd"_

blrthday_.
‘When G:an'Carlo Menotu was 32

;hts operatic ‘output consisted of two

=successful one-act.operas, “‘Amelia
.Goes to the Ball"".and "“The 0ld Maid

“and the Thief,’ plus .one full-length -

‘opera, “‘The Island God,” which was

produced by the Met and was a re-
-sounding flop. " ™ -

; At the age of 32, Pasatxen has al-
ready writtena dozen operas and has .-

‘several more in the works, and while -
‘none of them has taken the muswal
world by storm, all have been pro-"
duced and most of them have been °

received very cordially by audiences .
and critics across the country ex-

'.cept in New York Clty

FURTHERMORE Pasatlen is the
only American composer who man--
.ages toearn his living by doing 1 noth-
dng but writing operas, and this is a:
‘unique state of affairs. Obviously, he
‘must be doing something right. . =

- The plot of *The Seagull,” a some--
“what talky piece brimming over with

Russian soul afnd romantic .complica-" -
tions, does not seem to be especially

promising as the subject matter of an -

-opera. It is a sather heady concoction

in which all-the characters seem to ’_~

be in love with the wrong- people"t'or

" .one complex reason or another. The-

“story line serves Chekhov merely as fr
‘an outline for the creation of pecu-~

‘liarly nostalgic atmospheré and the

delineation of three dlmensmnal'

‘characters. .

- Chekhov's play centers around a
young dfamatist, Constantine, his
literary ambitions, and his love for -
Nina, a girl who aspires to become a
.great actress. Constantine's hopes
“for immortality suffer a setback .

when a private performance of a play”’

“he has written fails, arousing mostly
laughter from his audlence o

Constantine fears that Nina has ™

“lost her love and respect for him, and
‘is angered by her attention to Trigo-

rin, a well known writer who has.

been a lover of Constantine’s mother,
"the actress Irina Arkadina. In his de-
_spair, Constantine shoots a seagull -
:and places the dead body at Nina’s
feet as a symbol of his ruined hopes.
‘After Constantine makes an unsuc- .
‘cessful attempt at committing su1
cxde l\'xna leaves with Tngonn :

] TWO YEARS PASS durlng Wthh
.Constantme finally achieves his aim .
“of becoming a capable writer. Nina =

. returns, having been cast aside by .

: Trigorin, and in a-hysterical out-
“burst, compares herself to the sea-
gull destroyed by a man’s momen-
tary whim and then. Jeaves.
Constantine, with his old griefs re-
newed, .succeeds in his second. .
attempt at suicide as the play ends. -

A fxrst rate llbretto by Kenward
Elmshe manages to stick closely to-
~Chekhov's play while adding addi-

tional elements to the emotional brew

_by fleshing out several more minor
characters and concentrating on a.
third mxsmatched couple, " Medve-
~denko ' (an “impecunious. school”
-teacher), whose love for Masha (the..
daughter ‘of Shamrayeff, an estate
~ owner) is not returned even though
she decides to marry him. .- = ..

- Pasatieri’s conservaUvely-onented
score is extremely warm and attrac-
-tive, and it has an 1mmed1acy of ap-
peal which is rare in contemporary .
opera. It is beautifully crafted for the
_voice and even though individual set-
" pieces are far and few between, the -

. '1stener is almost continually bathed
in ‘asea of meltingly lovely melodlc

llnes and luscxous harmorues

IN ADDITION xt would be dlfflcult
to conceive of any improvement in’
the cast, which is essentially the

. same one which presented the world
premiere of .the opera in Houston and '

its West Coast premiere in Seattle. Of |
the principles, only Frederica von
Stade, who created the role of Nina,
was}'missing, and Evelyn Petros, who
sang some of the performances in
‘Houston and all of the:Seattle per--
formances, was much better than
adequate. - < - -

. The roles of Constantlne and Nma

extremely difficult to project con- .

vincingly in music, were beautifully

acted and sung by baritone Richard‘_

Stilwell and mezzo Evelyn Petros.-
Trigorin and Arkadina were just as’
. effectively portrayed by baritone’

"John Reardon and soprano Evelyn".
Lear. The unhappy Masha and her
"miserable academic lover, Medve-

denko, were brilliantly handled by

soprano Patricia Wells (who brought

down the house with her quasi-aria in
Act 'II, Scene 2) and tenor Howard
Hensel e

~All the compnmano roles were

excellently etched by bass William ’

Powers (Sorin, Arkadina’s brother), ..
baritone Graham Clark (Shamrayeff, - -
manager of Sorin's estate), mezzo“°
Judith Christin (Shamrayeff’s wife) -
“and tenor Jack Harrold (Dr Dorn a

famlly frlend)
IT IS INTERESTI'\'G that almost

all the pnnc:pals have appeared fre- =
quently here and-at least three of
rhem are area residents. - I

- ‘In addition, **The Seagull" profited

'“considerably ‘from-Allen Charles -
Klein's lovely scenery and costumes: -

and extremely sensitive stage direc-

tion by the glfted but erratlc Frank

Corsaro, RN SR . )
~The conductmg chores were ade—

quately handled by Henry Holt of the

Seattle Opera, but on occasion, the
balance between orchestra and
voices was somewhat-out of kilter,
with the former drowning out the Jat-
ter. By and large, however, the
words were comprehensxble and
forcefully projected. I would esti- .
mate that I could follow about two-
thirds of the text, which is quite
exceptional t'or opera m any lan-
guage. . .- .
To sum up, “The Seagull" isa fme

opera by a gifted young American -

composer given a jewel-like setting
in the Washington Opera! production.’
It will be repeated tomorrow night_
and a matinee is-scheduled for Sun--
day at 2 p.m. It 3 well worth seemg
and heanng

~a






