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. FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE September 8, 1977 

OFFICE OF THE FIRST LADY'S PRESS SECRETARY 

LUNCHEON IN HONOR OF THE WIVES OF Hi!,r.A-.!~~~~~it7'1'r"±"i~~-A..~ 
Q.THER. FOREIGN DIGNITARIES REPRESENTING THEIR COUNTRIES AT THE 

. SIGNING OF THE PANAMA CANAL TREATY 

FACT SHEET 

First Lady Rosalynn Carter will host a luncheon today for the wives of 
Latin American Heads of Delegations and other official representatives to 
celebrate the signing of the Panama Canal Treaty yesterday. 

The guests,will have lunch aboard the Wilson Lines catamaran "America" 
as they cruise down the Potomac River to Mount Vernon, the home of George 
Washington. After a tour of the mansion and grounds at Mount Vernon, the 
group will i·eturn to Washington by automobile. 

Erit.e rtairunent: 
.i-· 

'1;·H!!V.;_S 
As the !-a·di-es arrive at Pier Four, the Marine Corps Dixieland Band 

will be playing topside on the "America 11
• During the luncheon cruise, there 

will be entertairunent by the "Sea iChanters" of the U.S. Navy. 

At Mount Vernon, Mrs. Carter and her guests will be greeted by the 
Mount Vernon Guard, a fife and drum corps composed of 35 young boys, most 
of whom live in the area which formerly comprised the estate of George 
Washington. Their uniforms are replicas .~f the 1783 Continental Marine uni­
forms; the intricate marching routines set to colonial music are taken directly 
from the training book compiled by General Von Steuben at Valley Forge. The 
Betsy Ross American flag and the flag of the State of Virginia are borne by the 
color guard. 

Luncheon Menu: 

The following menu has been chosen for this occasion: 

Avocado with Maryland Crab 

Jamestown Country Ham 
White Asparagus Viniagrette 

Virginia Fried Apples 
Beaten Biscuits 

... 
' "\. ," 

Southern Trifle Cake 

Iced Tea 
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T HIS month's cover features the Mount Vernon Guard, a unique 
drum and fife corps composed of young boys 8 to 14 years of 
age, most of whom live today in the area which formerly com­

prised the estate of George Washington. 
Conceived in 1955 by John Charles Harris, an Alexandria, Vir­

ginia, attorney, who is still Canmandant of the organization, the 
marching group of 35 boys conforms meticulously to customs and tradi­
tions which existed in Revolutionary days . 

The smartly tailored, colorful uniforms are replicas of the 1783 
Continental Marine uniform. The intricate marching routines set to 
colonial music are taken directly from the drill book compiled by Gen­
eral Von Steuben at Valley Forge. The Betsy Ross American flag and 
the flag of the State of Virginia are borne by the color guard. 

Rigid discipline, thorough training and careful planning underlie 
all of the activities of the Mount Vernon Guard and are aimed primarily 
at building strong characters and the development of understanding 
and appreciation of historical traditions. Leaders of the group point 
with pride to the sense of responsibility and standards of conduct dis­
played by all of the boys, from the youngest to the oldest. 

In addition to performing frequently at ceremonies at Mount Ver­
non, Woodlawn Plantation and the tomb of the Unknown Revolutionary 
Soldier, the group has appeared at the White House, on nationwide 
television and at numerous functions along the east coast. •11"!'.m~ 
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Barbara Ennis 
s~ptember 14, 1977 
Page 2 

., 

3. What'· was 
/ 

"h I 1-~ r·;.~ 
~ 

4. What-·,was 

the cost 

the cost 

J- ..:.---·~·""·-'·-··--- --·.'.--~ ····--··-··-·-------.>... 

., 

of the Cc::tered luncheon? 

of renting the tou::r; ship? 

I thank you for your tim~-~nd attention on this 
·, 

matter. . . - .' . '.. ~. 

Sincerely, 

:!\·· Q:p . 
'f/'1,vt! µ.1u~ 

T. ,r mc!.s J. Donohue 
F'; ecutive Vice E:i::esident 

TJD:mab 
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YJX's. Barbara Ennis 
PA/FOI, Room 2811 
Department of State 
Washington,_ D.C. 20520 

-l "" "I"-" --2 
"Tl -.JI 
~ 

Dear Mrs. Ennis: ',., I 

' \.•' 

O·. '. ' 

Under the "Freedom of Information Act," SU.S.C.552, 
I hereby request the following information. 

71 
On-September 8, 1977, Rosalyn Carter hosted a 

luncheon for wives of U.S. Senators and delegates to the 
signing of the Panama Canal treaties, 115 individuals in 
all, on a Wilson Line tour ship from the District to Mount 
Vernon. 

I'm informed by Mrs. Carter's press offic~_that 
the arrangements and cost of this luncheon were borne by 
the State Department's Office of Protocol. 

My specific questions follo~v: 

1. What was the total cost of the luncheon/cruise? 

2. of that total, what was. the cost to decorate. 
1 lot:::' the tour ship, including cost of ,.carpeting, flowers a!1d_, 
·~~\ an:'( special decorating arrangements? (If i terns, such c:s 
~ l~P~"l:.:..-we.:r::e_already owned by a federal agency, I 
!Vt"/ would apJ>reciate --U-i-I")'BU . ..J:~ld inform· me as. to which 
_..- agency wa~ the _..Qyme~ I£ item~·re-r__g_~y I would like 

to know the otal cosf"\of renting the--=-i terns. If the items 
were purchase , ·wou _d appreciate it if you would tell me 
the cost of the items and the planned future use of these 
i terns.) 

'.·. 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 25, 1977 

To: Mary Hoyt 

From: Vicky McHugh 

Talked to Ben Whitehead (Evan is out of the country on advance) 
who is in Protocol and works with the bills with us ... 

He said a copy of the Freedom of Information letter was sent to 
us over the weekend and if we don't receive a copy by tomorrow 
afternoon, that he will send over another. 

Basically, here's the story: 

The Vice President of Citizen's Choice wrote to State Department 
requesting costs on the Panama/OAS luncheon Mrs. Carter hosted. 

He wanted to know the rental of boat figure as well as carpet 
rental, decorations, and catering costs • . 
Through State Department's Freedom of Information office, 
a Ms. Barbara Ennis responded (ph. # 632-0772) by letter with 
the following information: 

Boat rental .,.. 
Carpet rental 
Decorations 
Catering 

''$1,000.00 
1,500.00 

690.00 
4,287.15 

$7,477.15 

The catering charges were broken down into labor, equipment, 
and food. 

When the response from State.was so long in coming, the Vice President 
of Citizens' Choice called and said that when the material was 
furnished, it would be published in a magazine called "Washington 
Report''. Ben Whtehead said it is a conservative magazine and has, 
he is told, a circulation of 300,000. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Decorations on boat for luncheon: 

About 2000 feet of laurel garlands are 
.hung around decks and posts. They were . 

. - all made by 12-15 volunteers who regularly work 
with the WH florist. Tjie silver baskets 

· _for the centerpieces also were made by 
the· florist's shop. They will be filled 

··-·• v.rith.·pink g~raniums. 

'_'F,he ca·rpetin:g is rented from Hargrove, 
- : ;. 

sajne fi"rin that supplies the tr~. It __ 
.. will.be,. put down at 8 a. m. tomorrow and. · · 

· .. taken up at the end of the party. (It has . 
: . been rented out before, i.e. is not brand 
~·new.} " 

"_, --. · ·· _ -- Catering is by -B &B. 
··--· 

.:;,,. -,· 
;.._-.. 

'; 

Evan has signed all the contracts; State 
_is p~ying all the bills . 

. -__ _ 
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TO: (Name, office symbol, room number, , ·. 
· bulldin& Agency/Post)~-... · 

~s012:'Gre f~~~ri;'~~ds 

See Me 
Signature 

Coordination· 

··REMARKS 
,- ' . 

. ' ···.·;.·. 

-~~r'-:te1ephon~ <::·on~ersation with ivickie·; 
.-.-~·'0.:-. .Sorry the,·fil'.':;_! __ copydfd::not'. .. reach. yOi.i/.' 

. ,.:-..:>.;: · '··.··/>··:,; ··- arances, and similar actio '\~ .. : ... 

Be~~Y y. • •Whitehead ,iJi:%%~Wi~\ 1;!3~ ::_;;'.da· 
,_, ;_,, - 21702 

·._, 6041-102 
.. 
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· OPTIONAL FORM 41 (Rev. 7-76) 
·Prescribed. by GSA . 
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M.r. Thomas J. Donohue 
Executiva Vice President 
Citizen's Choice 
1615 H Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. c. 20062 

Dear Mr. Donohue: 

October 20, 1977 

.· ~-. 

Re: Freedom of Information Case ~730923 

In response to your letter of Septe:r:tber 14, 1977, I have·· 
been advised that the direct costs of the luncheon/cruise 
were as follows: 

1. Cost to decorate ship 
including cost of rugs: 

Rug Rental 
Decorations 

2. Caterer's charge 
for lun.ch: 

Food.& Hine 
Equipment 
Staff 

$1,500.00 
(;90.00 

. ::: ~ 

$1,063.00 
.• 1,552.lS 
'.1,672.00 

$2, ig·o. oo 

4,287.15 

3. Boat Rental Cost: 1,000.00 

I ho;>e the foregoing 

Clearances: 
PA/FOI :BEnnis 
S/CPH: ES Do belle f;;,,::;> -

$7 ,'177.15 

infor:.,:ation wi'·~e helpful to you. 

Sir.cerely, ~'(~ 

Barbara :C:nnis 
Director 

~~:· 

Free.::~02 of Inforr'.iu.tion Staff 
DureaLl. of Public Affairs 



September 14, 1977 

Mrs. Barbara Ennis 
PA/FOI, Room 2811 
Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mrs. Ennis: 
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Under the "Freedom of Information Act," 5U.S.C.552, 
I hereby request the following information. 

On September 8, 1977, Rosalyn Carter hosted a 
luncheon for wives of U.S. Senators and delegates to the 
signing of the Panama Canal treaties, 115 individuals in 
all, on a Wilson Line tour ship from the District to Mount 
Vernon. 

I'm informed by Mrs. Carter's press offic~_that 
the arrangements and cost of this luncheon were borne by 
the State Department's Office of Protocol~·-· 

I -... 
My specific questions follow: 

·1. What was the total cost of the luncheon/cruise? 

2. .Of that total, what was the cost to decorate 
the tour ship, including cost of carpeting, flowers and 
any special decorating arrangements? (If items, such as 
carpeting, w~re a~re~dy owned by ~ ~:ral agency, ~ 
would appreciate it if you would info ·+:me as to which 
agency was the owner. If i terns were re ~- -.' .,. , I would like 
to know the total cost bf renting the it~rn-. If the items 
were purchased, I would appreciate it if you would tell me 
the cost of the items and the planned future use of these 
i terns.) -~~;.. . 
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1977 

3. What was the cost of the catered luncheon? 

4. What was the cost of renting the tour ship?-
-.;·. 

I thank you for your time and attention on this 
matter. 

Sincerely, -·-.· -
- ~ :.::· ... --·-;: 
-~- --: ... -: ~ 

--.~ 

Donohue 
Vice Ei::.esident 

TJD:mab 

.. _,..,,. 
'~-- ---- -:-:--

:.:· 

~.- -_.,_ 
-:..-:. 

- - ·-.· 

/&" tJ" fF 
_ ....... 

. -
'.l". < -

~: 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

FOR ~RY HOYT 

FROM GRETCHEN POSTON ~ 
DATE: 20 October .1977 

SUBJECT: OAS/BOAT TRIP 

WASHINGTON 

Ben Whitehead, Department of State, called today 
and, as of this date, he is releasing under the Freedom of 
Information Act the Pan~ma boat trip costs. He will be 
sending us a copy of the report, which we will forward im­
mediately for your attention. 



... 
I • - -

,,._ ·.; 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 5, 1977 

MEMOR:z\NDUM FOR: MARY HOYT 
FIRST LADY'S STAFF i f; 

'ol\ 

McKENNA ~'\N\V~ ;>--,--· FROf>.1: MARGARET 

SUBJECT: Mrs. Carter's Boat Lunch Issue 

As you can see from the attached, there is an FOIA request 
for information on. the expenses of the boat lunch which 
Mrs. Carter hosted during the visit of the South American 
leaders to Washington for the signing of the Panama Canal 
Treaty. 

Do you have any problems with releasing this information? 
If you do, please let me know by the end of this week . 

t 

~.;. .. 
~' .. 
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DEPUTY Ui'IDER SECRETARY OF STP..TE 

FOR MANAGEMENT 

WASHINGTON 

October 4 1 1977 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Ms. Margaret McKenna 
I 

FROM: Marc c. Ginsberg \le.-'-""" 

SUBJECT: Mrs. Carter's Boat Lunch Issue. 

Margaret, 

At Tab A is a Freedom of Information Act request 
for information on the boat lunch which Mrs. Carter 
hosted during the visit of the South American leaders 
to Washington for the signing of the Panama Canal 
Treaty. 

Citizens Choice is a moderate Republican lobby 
affiliated with the U. S. Chamber of Cormnerce. It is 
not specifically engaged in anti-treaty efforts and 
considers itself to be a Common Cause for Republicans. 
The Department is asking the Counsel's Office to decide 
what information, if any, should be released to Citizens 
Choice. 

You should know that the luncheon/cruise expenses 
were paid from the "Emergencies in the Diplomatic and 
Consular Service Appropriation," which has been exempted 
from the Freedom of Information Act under 31USC107. 

Alth6ugh youi Office can decide not to release the 
expense information, our feeling here is that the White 
House would be well-advised to comply with the POI 
request since denying this information would raise more. 
problems than it would solve . 

. ~,, 

The Department, therefore, requests the White House 
to decide whether or not to release 1) the luncheon/6ruise 
costs and 2) total costs, including

4 ··'ffie Mt. Vernon tour 
and return trip to D. C. / -- -

. ~-. •· / 
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LUNCHEON/CRUISE COSTS 

1. Cost to decorate ship including cost 
of rugs: 

Rug rental 
Decorations 
Gift Baskets 

2. Caterer's charge for lunch: 

3. Boat rental cost: 

4. Total Cost: 

$1,500.00 ' 
5 4 Q. Q Q -· "V 

228.00 
$2,T68. oo 

$4,287.15 

$1,000.00 

$7,555.15 

'TOTAL COSTS INCLUDING MT. VERNON TOUR 
AI~i~i- RETURN TRIP TO D. C. 

1. Bilingual guides for Mt .. 
Vernon tour: 

2. Tram costs - boat landing to 
Mt. Vernon: 

3. Ice tea service at ML. Vernon: 

4. Stand-by labor at White House 
for inclement weather: 

240.00 

180.30 

254~98 

225.00 

5. Car rentals for return to D.C.: 1,300.00 (Est.) 

Total Other Costs $2,200.23 

TOTAL ALL COSTS $9,755.43 

;"\ .. -·- ... ~ r 



PARA DISTRIBUCION INMEDIATA 8 de septiembre de 1977 

OFICINA DE LA SECRETARIA DE PRENSA DE LA SRA. CARTER 

ALMUERZO EN HONOR DE LAS ESPOSAS DE LOS DIGNATARIOS QUE REPRESENTAN 
A SUS PAISES EN LA FIRMA DEL TRATADO DEL CANAL DE PANAMA 

ROJA DE INFORMACION 

La Primera Dama Rosalynn Carter ofrecera hoy un almuerzo en honor 
de· las esposas de los Jefes de las Delegaciones Latinoamericanas y 
otros representantes oficiales con motivo de la firma·del Tratado del 
Canal de Panama que tuvo lugar ayer. 

Las invitadas almorzaran a bordo del catamaran "America", de la 
Wilson Line, durante la travesia por el Rio Potomac hasta Mount Vernon, 
el hogar del Presidente Jorge Washington. Despues de hacer un recorrido 
por la mansion y los jardines de Mount Vernon, la comitiva regresara a 
Washington en autom6vil. 

Festejos 

Mientras las invitadas llegan al Muelle No. 4, la Banda de Jazz 
Dixieland de la Infanteria de Marina estara interpretando a bordo del 
"America" algunas piezas musicales. Durante la travesia y almuerzo 
se escucharan las interpretaciones del grupo musical "Sea Chanters", 
de la Marina de los Estados Unidos. 

En Mount Vernon, la Sra. Carter y sus invitadas recibiran un 
saludo de la Guardia de Mount Vernon, un cuerpo de tambores y pifanos 
integrado por 35 jovenes, la mayor parte de los cuales viven en la 
zona que antiguamente comprendia la propiedad de Jorge Washington. 
Sus uniformes son una replica de aquellos que uso la infanteria de 
marina del Ejercito Continental en 1783. Las intrincadas marchas 
militares, al compas de la m6sica colonial, han sido tomadas directa­
mente del manual de adiestramiento militar recopilado por el General 
von Steuben en Valley Forge. La guardia de honor portara las banderas 
de Betsy Ross y del Estado de Virginia. 

El menu 

Se ha seleccionado el siguiente menu: 

Aguacate con cangrejo de Maryland 

Jam6n de Jamestown 
Esparragos blancos a la vinagreta 

Manzanas de Virginia fritas 
Bizcochos 

Pastel sureii.o 
Te helado 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE SEPTEMBER 7, 1977 
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1. 
2. 
3. 

. 4. 
5. 
6. 
7 •. 
8. 

. " 17. 
18. 
19. 

. 20: 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 

OFFICE OF THE FIRST IADY'S PRESS SECRETARY 

Protocol Ranking List 

Brigadier General Omar Torrijos Herrera, PANAMA 
President Alfredo Stroessner, PARAGUAY 
President Joaquin Balaguer, OOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
President-Hugo Banzer Suarez, BOLIVIA 
President Augusto Pinochet Ugarte, CHILE 
President.Daniel Oduber Quiros, COSTA RICA 
President Carlos Andres Perez, VENEZUEIA 
President Kjell Eugenio Laugerud Garcia, GUATEMALA 
President Alfonso IDpez Michelsen, OOI.OMBIA 
President Juan Alberto Melgar Castro, HONDURAS 
President M:Jrales Mel:mudez Cerrutti, PERU 

. President Alfredo. Poveda ··Burbano, ECUAOOR . 
President Jorge Rafael Videla, ARGENTINA 

· President Aparicio Mendez Manfredini, URUGUAY . 
President Carlos~ HlllTiberto Rorte:ro, EL SALVAOOR 
Prine Minister·Pierre Elliott Trudeau, CANADA 
Prirre Minister Ly:pden o. Findling, BAHAMAS 
Prine Minister Eric M. Gairy, ~ 
Vice President Adalberto Pereira lbs Santos, BRAZIL 
D=puty Prirre Minister Ptolemy A. Re.id, GUYANA 
President of National Corigress·Cornelio H. · Hueck, NICARAGUA 
Secretary of State Edner Brutus, HAITI 
Minister of Foreign Relations Santiago Roel Garcia, MEXIOO 
Foreign Minister P. J. Patterson, JAMAICA 
Ambassador Victor C. Mcintyre, TRINIDAD and 'IDBAOO 
Ambassador·Roel F. Karamat, SURINAM 
Ambassador Oliver H. Ja.ckrran, BARBAIX>S 

--~·~-:--~--·---------:-,-·~:~ .. (~:~ ~'. :'~,;.~- .,-... <;·:;/(~-- --:- -- -·-· ---·-----·--·------·- -

·.:...•.· "'~- . -
- :.~~:--. 

• 

..:_.,,-

·~ 

;.•:-

··-:: .. 



·-<._.; '• •• 

~~·-_:-. 

. ··· 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Decorations on boat for luncheon: 
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P~n°' mc1 C2o.ncJ '\retS' V\ ~Q(..eJ,~ 
Letter of greeting from RSC for the luncheon program. - - 9 /8 /77 

Since your visit to the United States is· of historical importance, 

I could think of no better way to welcome j;ou to our country than to show 

··you the most historically significant private house in Arr1erica, Mount 
·.- __ -.,,1';.~_ ·-· 

Vernon,. the ancestral home of G~orge .Washi.~gton . 
. ' 

· "rn America, .we call Georg~ Washington ,"The .Father of Our Country" 
· ... ! . - ',. _,·~-. . . ·.... ·, . 

.... L - - • 

_,.: 

because he was .our first President and because he played· such .a large 
~- : . - .. 

,. ~'·"· :·:·pa~t,· iri shapi~g our Con~titution~ "Geo;rge Washi~gtc;~ hi~selfr~~~d Mount 
-=_:;-: . ..:·_:-;.-. - - ._.:.<.···;-·;'.· ' ~ _.,~- ... -,..._~ ; ::_._:~_:·· . ·.,. ·.~. "-"~. ; ' .. ~ ---;_· .. ~-.;.·_ : .. ~-..;~~~:-:~t--··._;. - -

- - : • - ... - • ' : ,-. • ,._. J 

'::_·,._;. :Vernon.for 45 y·ears, 'from 1754 ... 1799,~and sp~i:it as ~u~h tirne·th·e~e::as 
/ ._.·_, • • •.--,o-•. • ..... ·~.' ·~· •. ·:" ',• ·• .. '~:. •:.,: ... \ .. :·:~~· •. ~'.,",,:'-. ·~.' '_!·.·- .. ~,::·~:· ,··:_·" .• >·:,·;:>·.-:~'·::·• , .. ·: .. ~•;·:~, ~·'-··I 

·' 

,,.:~~ possible~~ym ~hen he was President.. · . · .. -,.'._:·-~·:; ·' 
, • c•, ~ ~' .·.·~ •: .'• .''. ''•-. :·;: T':.,.· ·.-~ .. ·;:i:•_ ..... _. 

... "',.:G.eorge Washington cherishe·d.his home, and EO do ~11"'.A~~ric'ans. 
.. -., ~ - -

- . ~- - ' - - -. ~ .. .. .. . . , . .. ; . . -_:~:; .... -. ...~ : . . ... ; :,.::<> .. -:~ .. 
C'. ::>we b~li~ve it is an outstanding ~"xa:mple of colOniai a~_chitecture and -~elove 

its splendid view of the Potomac River -- a river whi_ch George Washington 
" 

,·.;·· : 

thought was "one of the finest rivers in the world".· That is why I w~nted 
.. 

y~u to app;~ach Mount Vern~nby boat. ·I hope our trip will ghre you some 

. ., -
·~~--·- ~ - .: - __ ;_:_11._ -' ~- ~:..:..: --
-~-'. --·:-:-._.;:,:-,.,.,.,-~:~=-~---;~: ·. 

·-~~::_-1:·.;..-~-~-' 
·.- ~---~.:~ .. ~·..-r::-=-·~:.- . -
- .r :·~ :·~:~ :\:::-~ 
--.. - - "'':..." :: -~ . 

- .> 

. - __ ., -· . 

.· .. ~ .· · .. 
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a::;D;A-e:f History of Mount Vernon 

G_b~t tut1 f[;n .. bLJ 
No better description of Mount Vernon exists tha~ost 

estate i~ ATnited America is more pleasantly situated than this~. It lies in 
• 1 . 

,. .. ', ~ ' - . 

~high, dry and.he.althy Coillitry:300. rrule~ b.Y water fr.om th~ S~as. ~ ~ o~ op.e 
. . . ' .. · ·,~ ..... _. ' ~ -. -: .' ';. .. ' ~~ _:, . :- ,, . . . . . 

. .... 

' . 
. ·.:. . . - ·'' 

, ' 

. -~- .\ " '· . :;; 

'j,'\ 
·,-_-.. 

7 • · •••. -· . ' now resides on· a,200-'-acre tract; th~ estate inc1~des the man~ion,: 
·. ··.·:hcv-f;··· ,; .. · . '_.c· ;' .. '-,·,··;.'.:';';,:~,·~.: .. -.'... ~.~··-::··~{ '": ..... ,.;; · .. ,,: 

'· ~~~d .all~~~~- subs·i~a~:b~idin~~'~hi~h:~rigin~riy".~s~ee:- ~n over "'./l\j~:·:-;~<:(· 

l~rn~;arn;:7'~t~·~·0'''-4,~ 
ft-r·ti.eY'I-~ _came ~nto the possession of George·:vVTashingon in 1754,_ 80 years ,,after 'it · · · 

' .· _-·:to Nicholas s encer and John Wa'shington 'n G~e Is greaj:..;_s;,i:an.:9f:at!_l~!;J ·. . .. l 

. : : : :·: .~ was· giye_n as a gran y Thomas, .Lord 9u1peper., .. pro'prietor of the Northern 

. . ~:~k ~~~; d~s~~~;a~o~ D£ hi~ ~R~~:. ~:n~S~~~~~~:~ .. ~~""t ~~r~~~. t~e~ \' [',, 

known fa.s .Little H~ting Creek Plantation, was so named by George's older 

half-br~fuer, Lawrence, after ~ AdmiralVernon;;:derwhom hehad served . 
,' . . ' . ·. . . ~~_,-,, " 

in the Caribbean~ Augustine Washington, the fat~ George'$ acquired · _ . · 
. ·· . : . . . . . . · · · • ·· Land h~_r ,hu_!'b2'n.£1, Ro~_er q!.~J~~EY_) · . . ·. ~:w:::::~.J' y26, f~o\ his;iste~'. M~;~7d~ bequ~0.ed it J~~~r 

... ., .. ·' .. to is son my his fiJ:".st mar_riage,. in 1743.' Lawrence ·Washington, in residence 
'• .-:·. -·1~~~4t.~~.)>:,_.,.'-·:!. :·~<.',:"':"<· ·: . .- ... :_-_." .~- .~~_'.".;· ... ·"'"· ·;· < ....... : ...... _· :·_ 

. : · \ ~at" Mount ;Ver~on for nine years, :Je~t .Mount .y errion to hi~ wife ·when h_e ·.died 
::y. " :_:~_;" _. · .. · .· . . _>: .. '. "·~~- ,.'. ... -. .. ,.· . \ ac.Ciw'rv.d lk./..·' .. ·. '.·:· \ 

:·. ~. ·: ~ ~'(?_z'~ ... -~i:d twoyec:~.~-r~~.er 9e_o:rg_e Was~iri&to~ ~-it!~~~· ., .. 
- -,~ · ·'· · · ·.' . : . " ':.-: ''· ·C·widowed_ .•• l· · ·""W ·· ·· · · ..... -. ' · :. ':· · · ... , f' 

,."- <-~~~;·~~ty by ~·~.~.,~h~sin~--i~· tr~~--~Csi~-t~~;in~i.aw.'_ ... ·?~~~g~·-~as!iliigton'~sA '). ··t~ 
" .. . . .. •.. ·· . . .. · ·. ·:> neJ ... : .. •~. <.Ji-s a.c..c~~ - !._ 

· tenure lasted for .45 years. During this tirn.e, -th& ~em{~ increase<:l(!rorn. f. 
. . . o-c..{~ .· : ·.'· . :: : · - .- . . .. .>:.::~ '.. !.. . thhC .. i~o . . · . , -;~ 
0~ ¥2,6v\to ~ore than 80??.~ ()acre_s an~. ~h·e, m~nsi?n.Aw~~~~exp:ar~ed ·. ,;~ 

· · - · .. -1-r.1 s -;....," ~ e.oloY\ La...-f Wets '· . ;..-. : -., ·. .. . . . :.i: 

: c~.ns~~er~~ly. . ;r.~:;. ·:fi.~~l. ~d~i~i.:~ .. t:o .-~··~::2.; .. ~f :.,.7·:).eath-~r~an~f~,~~-;f e cup~l.~:. . . ·: '<' ,I 

~.?-dd~d in the ·~~er of 1787, th~ yea·~·~th~t,.G~'Org~ Washin~t~~-presided. :, . 
.• , ·--. • '(' - • ~·· ! - . ··,·. . ' ".'- •• - - .- ·. -~· -·. .... --:· . • ··:· .. .. ~·:>· <-.:. .. ~ :/, . 

. ,.: . 
• ' .• -/ ~ • i' 

,_:::',·,_.·~t·:·.'_.,. .: I~.~-~ :1:·~~·' 
.. a.-.· . · .• ·f 
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For the luncheon program - 9/8/77 

The Mount Vernon Guard, a fife and drum corps composed of 35 young 

boys who live near :Nlount Vernon, wear tmiforms that are replicas of the 

1783 Continental Marine uniform, and they march to authentic colOnia 1 

music . .... 
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~v~;_Yea~-~it~.u_~g_E:_~ __ pjli~ry c~J:~~io».-~£·nL 
over the Cosnstituional Convention in Philadelphia)(two years before · 

ascending to the Presidency. Significantly, it is adorned by the dove of peace. 
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GREETING PARTY AT MOUNT VERNON ____ ..,.; __________ _ 

The Mount Vernon Guard, Uhn.6Ii6ir£1tl. a fife and drun:i _corps. composed of 35 
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.1J.o IMA;~f-- ~~ b~1_) 
~';description of Mount Vernon ~ its most 

famous resident, George Washington: wre'f;e si :it in his !lii:fet.¥.rTre: "No 

estate in ATnited America is more pleasantly situated than this. It lies in 

a high, dry and healthy Country 300 miles by water from the Seas ••. on one 

of the finest Rivers in the world." 
This s:elendid house 

now resides on a 200-acre tract; the estate includes the mansion, 

I Whcv--~ ,/ ;- S trrcA 
~ ta_nd all ~ subsidiary buildings which originally :eges't;ea on over 1 , ,;. ,. ,·• 

l\'M••~ ~~;a11t;::;~·~~"!:~~i..,~'~l»l''.!:J<lr,·l·~.L.. 
~ e.rVI oV'l·-;7'b came into the possession of George '\Washing on in 1754, 80 years after I 

to Nicholas S encer and John Washington, Geftl'age's _g,r.eat.,;g:!andf~~h_.~,,J 
y Thomas, Lord Culpeper, proprietor of the Northern 

~ \ Neck under dispensation Df his patron, King Charles II. Mount Vernon, then 

known las Little Hunting Creek Plantation, was so named by George's older ' . ~ 

ID~ half-brcther, Lawrence,~ ~t~ Vernon};;,der whom he had s~rved 
, ~~e.r, . 

.... in the Caribbean. Augustine Washington, the £ath~ George'$ acquired · 

~ L and hex_hy.sb,a.~, Rol!er Gr.!..!i<?.~Y_) 
~ the Ii66.9e~ property in 1726, from his sister, Mildre~ bequeathed it laJer 

~ ~~renc~t&:_,O..d1Jr'I.~~ 
., to )his son my his first marriage, in 1743. Lawrence Washington, in residence 

M:tl:Ll¥1% fllMil y_@J~ ~ 
at· Mount Vernon for nine years, left Mount Vernon to his wife when he died 

in 1752, and two years later George Washington ~:lt;;.~~;t~~-en...a-f-the­
property by purchasing it from ~~~r-in-law.WGeorge Washing~ton's 
. II 

t'\ e-. <.J.ILo. (., Q. • 

tenure lasted for 45 years. During this time, ·tke fi:6M-i"EEH@l increasea(from 

o-u~ 1heJC ho 
SM& ~26Ato more than 8000 ~acres and the mansion}.was:enlarged 

'*'-' s .Q,"~ e.oLov\\.a.1 w~ s 
considerably. The final addition to~ house~ a weathervane for the cupola, 

~added in the summer of 1787, the year that George Washington presided 



Letter from RSJC for the luncheon program - 9/8/77 

Since your visit to the United States is of historical importance, 

yco':11d think of no better way to welcome you to our country than to show 

"\you the most historically significant private house in America,' Mount 

Vernon, the ancestral home of George Washington. 

In America, we call George Washington "The Father of Our 

Country" because he was our first President and because he played such 

a large part in shaping our Constitution. George Washington himself owned 

Mount Vernon for 45 years, from 1754-1799, and spent as much time there 

as possible even when he was President. ,;..' :- . d,J..-f..-., . ./ A ·, .. 

auJ~ct.o~a;~,. ...~ ... : ~ 
George Washington cherished his homer ~l*i-&ne-Gan..;;;,,.e.e.-wh¥-~ It is 

au..J UL /.r~ Lld.,/Jf..~u.kl 
an outstanding example of colonial architiecturet,_witlra -v. eBEle-r:fW.-view of the 

Potomac Hver -- a river which George Washington ~ought was "one of .j.., 
the finest rivers in the world". ~i(hat is why I wanted~ 

~unt Vernon by boat. I hop~~~~ea :~,;.~at 
I' ,-

our country was like at the 'beginning, 201 years ago. 

Sincerely, 

Rosalynn Carter 



Suggested letter from RSC for the Luncheon Program - Panama Canal Treaty 
Visit -@/8/77 

Since your visit to the United States is of historical importance 

I could think of no better way to welcome you to our country than to show 

you the most historically significant private house in America, Mount 

Vernon. 

In America, we call George Washington "The Father of 6>ur Country" 

1 
our 

~-because he was ~first President. and because he played such a large part 

in shaping our Constitution. Mount Vernon was his ancestral home acquired 
by his reat-grandfather in 1674 
through a grant from King Charles II of England. <6em66 George Washington 

\himself owned J 
Ii.i5t.i¥i5a'1f"Mount Vernon for 45 years, from 1754 to 1797, and spent as much 

time~~even when he was President. He cherished Mount 

/'\ 
Vernon, and one can see why. It is an o~tstanding example of colonial 

:$~ 'm 0Yfl~l1S O.t'\~ \.;I 

architecture wit a wonderful view of the Potomac River -- a river which 

I C\eor~e, UJas~\~~ 
~~·fhougt was "one of the finest rivers in the world. " 

I agree, and that is why I wanted to take you to Mount Vernon by 

boat. I hope this trip will give you some idea of what our country was like 

Ant! 
at the beginning, 201 years ago. Atrml. It is my wish that all of you enjoy 

and remember Mount Vernon. 

Sincerely, 

Rosalynn Carter 



Since your visit to the United States is of historical importance/ 

I could think of no better way to welcome you to our country than to whow 

you the mott historically significant private house in America, Mount 

Vernon, the ancestral home of George Washington. 

In America, we call George Washington "The Father of Our 

Country" because he was our first President and because he played such 
h_im self.--

a large part in -shaping our Constitution. George Washington owned Mount 
, _from 1754-1799 

Vernon for 45 years an spent as much time there as possible even when he 
0 . l%\~ had fallen into · 
was President. .!fl> th 1858, the estate . disrepair4€.6.d~6.g~ 

successful 
time and launcH d a nation-wide 

of the estate, its r toration, preser atio+nd prate 

site. "ll manages Mo 

George Washington c erished his horn 

hase 

can s e why. It is 

an outstanding example of colonial architecture with a wonderful view of 

the Potomac River -- a river which George Washington thought was "one of 

the finest rivers in the world. nr I agree, and that is why I wanted to take 

you to Mount Vernon by boat. I hope this trip will give you some idea of 

what our country was like at the beginning, 201 years ago. 

Sincerely, 

Rosalynn Carter 



DRAFT MJUNT VERNON GUARD 

The I-bunt Vernon Guard is a unique drum and fife corps conposed 

of young boys, 8-14 years of age, rrost of whom live today in the area which 

forrrerly comprised the estate of George Washington. 

Conceived in 1955 by John Charles Harris, an Alexandria, 

Virginia attorney who is still Comrrandant of the organization, the 

rna.rching group of 35 b6ys conforms :rreticulously to the customs and 

traditions which existed in Revolutiona:ry days. 

The smartly tailored, colored uniforms are replicas of the 

1783 Continental Marine uniform. The intricate marching routines set 

to colonial music are taken directly from the training book compiled by 

General Von Steuben at Valley Forge. The Betsy Ross ArrErican flag, and 

the flag of the STate of Virginia rea borne by the color guard. Rigid 

discipline, thorough training and careful planning underly all the 

activities of the. 1-bunt Vernon Guard and are ai:rred prirna.rily at building 

strong character and the developnent of understanding and appreciation 

of historical traditions. Leaders of the group point with pride to the 

sense of responsibility and standards of conduct displayed by all the boys, 

from the youngest to the oldest. 

In addition to perfonning frequently at cerenonies at 1-bunt 

Vernon, W:>odlawn Plantation and the Tomb of the Revolutiona:ry Soldier, the 

group has appeared at the White House, on nationwide television, and at 

nurrerous functions along the East Coast. 

# 



PRESS ADVISORY 

1v1rs. Carter will host a luncheon for the wives of Latin American 

Heads of State and other official representatives. The guests will 

have lunch aboard the Catamaran boat, pier 4, 6th and Water Streets, . 

S. W., Wa.3hington, D. C. , as they ride down the Potoma~ to the 

historic home of George Washington at Mount Vernon. They will 

tour his home and return to, Washington by automobile. 

A press bus will depart from the Northwest gate, at the White House 

at 10:45 a. m. Thursday to coverthe arrival of guests and the depar~re 

of the Catamaran .•. OPEN COVERAGE. The bus will motor to Mount 

Vernon to meetthe boat and cover the tour. 
r..· 

The bus will return to 

the Northwest gate at the White House approxL>nately 3:00 p. m .• 

Those wishing to ride on the bus must be properly credentialed no. lQ.ter 

than 10:00 a. m. Wednesday, Sept. 7. Only White House, Metropolitan, 

Capitol press passes, or special credentials from State Department 

fo.r the Panama Canal Treaty visit will be honored •. 

Contact: 

Mary Massarini 632-0685 or 
Barbara Heineback 456-2130 

9 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Avocado and Maryland Crab 

Jamestown Country Ham 
White 
R®i~xasparagus viniagrette 

Virginia Fri~d Apples 

Beaten biscuits 

Southern Trifle Cake 

Iced Tea 
.... 

K¥~ Luncheon menu for Sept. 8, 1977 
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August 31, 1977 

MEMORANDUM TO MARY HOYT 

From Coates Redmon (,fi_ 

. , .. ~ubject: . Program material for ·Panama Ca~~l ,'I' r~a1JS~.ate llir..::1'e'l" - 9 /g /77 

- '. -

. ·Attached are: 

.;-

:·-· ... ,-,· 

,..-.. , .. 
" 

....... -

: .. 

.; ·-· 
· ., : .. 1. .: Mrs •. Carter.' s letter of introduction (mood, .where to, and why) . 

- ... ~l_' .,.. 
~,-w \.... : 

•': 

. _:~:'_·., -~·,· •• • ••• ·•I· 

·.:z·;·:· .. ·A .. brie:fhistorycof Mo~t.Ve.rnon (easiy :re.si9-ents;~ some~gene~iogy & history) 
.. t::· .:.: '· squib '· ·:. -·' ··.: .,, '., .... :•, . ' .... ' '.; '} "' _,· .... ~ : \• ,;;; '' .·' :,:', :•:; :'. '; \· ·-. : :.:· .. ~·.,.:c ::,:.' ·. . ' .... '",. ': . ' :. ':_ - .... 

...~ ·3_:,. A~·the.fif·~ ~~d·d·r~·i"'c~l-ps·:~hbc~ll ~~~~t ili~\~~~t:·~l'lacll:~~ '· ' .... 
:_ ... ~·~. :Cl.t river's ·:e&,ge-as they.·arriv:e Mount: Vernon · · ·· :•;.~ ·· 

.:-."•~:.~ :~ ....... ~-:-. ':·- :·-.·,··:.·-:~_ ....... ~ : -._ - ; :_~··· ·. ... / ... -... :·.~·.~-· <_-.>~-. - ~:· ':· ~ 

~ r - . 

._1 ~:\ '._.,· . ..:. ·1· -· • .•.. ,_.: ··f1 ~ ...... -- ~->:~.-':~,I·>... i:··· ·,;.,_ .. .'. 

-.-... ,' 

• : ·• . - -w' J • - .,. ·.- ~.,. •• .. .. - 'i : -··: ' .. ~· ~· : 

If you think 'Mrs. Carter's {~t~~~ is :toolong :(ii··~ay'~.e·),. t ca~· iD:corpo~~~~- fue·: .· · :_.:·:" 
:~·-~ ... ··.C,.. -,,.;~ ·<~ .·r ·.~····::.''>·-~1.''.'_\..;_,_~·:·~·,;·-.· 

'i;nfo in the second paragraph into the "brief history" section. 

it was a good opportunity.for·RSC to "speak11
• 

: ... 

• j. ~' 
-~~- . ..... 

.1.'_-

. _,., ·> .-.·., 
._ .._ ' 

·But I thought 

. ... ,· 

.. r.·\·· ..... 
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~ .. _, 
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MEMORANDUM· TO: 

-PROM: 

SUBJECT: . ; . . . 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 30, 1977 

PHIL WISE 

GRETCHEN POSTON 

.. MRS. CARTER' S LUNCHEON - FYI . z ! 

Plans have been made today for Mrs. Carteris luncheon 
on September 8 to include the following: 

:. - ' 

1. All wives of heads of states or their o~ficial 
representatives 

2. Wives of Fo~eign Ministers 
3. Wives of Ambassadors 
4. · Congressional wives as designated by Frank Moore 

. ~·en'~~tive plans- are to-. leave the Alexandria boat dock at'> 
11:45 a.m. enroute to Mount Vernon aboard the Wilson Line 
Catamaran, '!America" •. · The boat has a capacity of 150.: 

. - Luncheon'. :~ifil be s-e~~ed aboard the. boat and a. coloni~'l 
menu is featured. - Brief remarks. _by Spanish/English-:speaking . 

. hos_tesses- (guides) will give a brief· history of .passing · 
historical sights. - - ·· · _-,. 

- -- As we near Mount Vernon a brief history will be given'> of-_­
the house. When the boat docks-the Mount Vernon Guard· 
(a fife and drum youth_ gr.qup•) will welcome the guests and 
lead them to Mount Vernon. . . -·. -· 

After a tour of the house and grounds,_ guests will motorcade. 
-back to Washington. 




