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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2500, the "Department of
Commerce, Justice, State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act, 2002."

I appreciate the bipartisan effort that has gone into producing
this Act. The bill abides by the agreed upon aggregate funding
level for Fiscal Year 2002 of $686 billion and supports several
of my Administration's key initiatives including:

-- $100 million to support a backlog elimination initiative
~ to achieve a universal six-month processing standard for
all immigration applications;

-- 570 additional Immigration and Naturalization Service
agents to protect our Northern and Southern borders;

-- $50 million grant program in the Office of Justice
Programs to aid counties along the Southwestern border
with their costs of detaining and prosecuting drug cases
referred to them by Federal law enforcement agents;

-- $50 million for drug courts, which provide a supervised
treatment alternative to prison sentences for .
non-violent drug possession offenders, to enable Federal
assistance to over 120 new or existing drug court
programs. To date, over 57,000 offenders have completed
drug court programs, and their recidivism rate is much
lower than that of comparable offenders;

-— $15 million for grants to create community-based task
forces for reducing youth violence and to assist State
and local prosecution of firearms offenses, and $9
million for the U.S. Attorneys to hire dedicated
prosecutors who will appropriately prosecute juvenile
gun offenders and those who supply them with guns;

-- $20 million to assist State and local law enforcement
agencies with the costs associated with methamphetamine
laboratory clean-up; and,

--— $5 million for a faith-based prison pre-release pilot
project to reduce the rate at which ex-offenders are
returned to prison- through intensive counseling and
family and community transition instruction.




In additidn; at this critical time, when we are mounting a world-
wide effort to defeat terrorism, I appreciate that this bill
provides significant new funding for our Federal law enforcement

' agencies in the Department of Justice, our diplomatic operations

overseas, and for enhanced embassy security.

I note that Section 612 of the bill sets forth certain
requirements regarding the organization of the Department of
Justice's efforts to combat domestic terrorism. This provision

" “ralses separation of powers concerns by improperly and

unnecessarily impinging upon my authority as President to direct
the actions of the Executive Branch and its employees. I
therefore will construe the provision to avoid constitutional
difficulties and preserve the separation of powers required by
the Constitution. ”

Section 626 would require the President to submit a legislative
proposal to establish a program for the compensation of victims
of international terrorism. I will apply this provision
consistent with my constitutional responsibilities. In addition,
subsection (c) of that section purports to remove Iran's
immunity from suit in a case brought by the 1979 Tehran hostages
in the District Court for the District of Columbia. To the
maximum extent permitted by applicable law, the Executive Branch
will act, and encourage the courts to act, with regard toc
Subsection 626(c) of the bill in a manner consistent with the
obligations of the United States under the Algiers Accords that
achieved the release of U.S. hostages in 1981.

Section 630 prohibits the use of appropriated funds for
cooperation with, or assistance or other support to, the
International Criminal Court or its Preparatory Commission. I
will apply this provision consistent with my constitutional
authority in the area of foreign affairs.

In addition, several other provisions of the bill
unconstitutionally constrain my authority regarding the conduct
of diplomacy and my authority as Commander-in-Chief. I will
apply these provisions consistent with my constitutional
responsibilities.
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Today I have signed into law H.R. 2500, the "Department
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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

Today I have signed into law H;R. 2500, the "Departmeht
of Commerce, Justice, State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act, 2002." | |
| I appreciate the‘bipartisan effort that has gone into -
producing this Act. The Actiabides by the agreed upon aggreéate
funding level for Fiscal Year 2002 of $686 billion and supports
several of my Administration's key initiatives including:

-~ $100 million to support a backlog elimination
initiative to achieve a universal 6-month processing
standard for all immigration applications;

-~ 570 additional Immigration and Naturalization Service
agents to protect our Northern and Southern borders;

-- $50 million grant program in the Office of Justice
Programs to aid counties along‘the Southwestern border
with their costs of detaining and prosecuting drug
cases referred to them by Federal law enforcement
agehts;

-- $50 - million. for drug courts, which provide a
supervised treatment alternative to prison sentences
for non-violent drug possessioh offenders, to enable
Federal assistance to over 120 new or existing drug
coﬁrt programs. -To date, over 57,000 offenders have
completed drug court programs, and their recidiVism
rate is muchvlower than that of‘comparable offenders;

-- $15 million for grants to create community—based
task forces for reducing youth violence and teiassisf
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$9 miliion erlthe U.S. Attorneys to hire dediceted'
presecutors who Willveppropriately prosecute juvenile
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- - $5~miilion for a faith}based prison pre-release pilot
projeet to reduce the rate at which ex-offenders are
returned to prison thfough intensive counseling‘and
family and community transition instruction.

In addition, at this critical time‘when we are mounting
a worldwide effort to defeat terrorism, I appreciate that
this Act provides significant new funding for our Federal
law enforcement agencies in the Department of Justice, our
diplomatic operations overseas, and for enhanced embassy
security.

I note that section 612,Qf the Act sets forth certain
requirements regarding the organization of the Department
of Justice's efforts to combat domestic terrorism. This
provision raises separation of powers concerns by improperly
and unnecessarily impinging upon my authority as President to
direct the actions of the executive branch and its empioyees.

I therefore will construe the provision to avoid constitutional
difficulties and preserve the separation of powers required by
the Constitution.

Section 626 wogld require the President to submit a
legislative proposal to establish a program for the compensation
of victims of international terrorism. I will apply this
provision censistent with my constitutional responsibilities.
In addition, subsection'(c) of ﬁhat section purports to remove
Iran's immunity from suit in a case brought by the 1979 Tehran
hostages in the District Court for the District of Columbia.

To the maximum extent permitted by applicable law, the executive
branch will act; and encouiage the courts to act, with.regard

to subsection 626 (c) of the Act in a manner consistent with the

obligations of the United States‘under the Algiers Accords that

achieved the releaserof‘U.S. hestages in 1981. |

Section 630 prohibits’the use of appropriated funds

for cooperation with, or assistance or other support to, the
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International Criminal Court or its Preparatory Commission.
I will apply this provision consistent with my constitutional
authority iﬁ the area of foreign affairs.

In addition, several other provisibns of the Act
unconstitutionally constrain my authority regarding the conduct
of diplomacy and my authority as Commander in Chief. I wiil
apply these provisions consistent with my‘constitutional

responsibilities.

THE WHITE HOUSE,
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

- Date: 11-20-01 - “ ACTION / CONCURRENCE / COMMENT DUE BY: 11-21-01 4:.00 PM

ENROLLED BILL H.R. 2500 - DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE, JUSTICE, STATE,
Subject: - THE JUDICIARY, AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, FY 2002
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Please forward comments dlrectly to Staff Secretary, x62702 no later than 4:00 p.m,,
Wednesday, November 21, 2001. Thanks. -

RESPONSE:

Harriet E. Miers
Assistant to the President
. and Staff Secretary
" Ext. 62702
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In addition, at this critical time, when we are mounting a world-
wide effort to defeat terrorism, I appreciate that this bill:

provides significant new funding for our Federal law enforcement
agencies in the Department of Justice, our diplomatic operations .
overseas, and for enhanced embassy security.

I note that Section 612 of the bill sets forth certain
requirements regarding the organization of the Department of
Justice's efforts to combat terrorism. This provision raises
‘separation of powers-concerns by improperly and unnecessarily
impinging upon my authority as President to direct the actions of
the Executive Branch and its employees. I therefore will
construe the provision to avoid constitutional difficulties and
preserve the separation of powers required by the Constitution.

Section 626 would require the President to submit a legislative
proposal to establish a program for the compensation of victims
of international terrorism. I will apply this provision
consistent with my constitutional responsibilities. In addltlon,
subsection (c) of that section purports to remove Iran's
immunity from suit in a case brought by the 1979 Tehran hostages
in the District Court for the District of Columbia. To the
maximum extent permitted by applicable law, the Executive Branch
.will act, and encourage.the courts to act, with regard to
Subsection 626(c) of the bill in a manner consistent with the
obligations of the United States under the Algiers Accords that
achieved the release of U.S. hostages in 1981.

Section 630 prohibits the use of appropriated funds for’
cooperation with, or assistance or other support to, the
International Criminal Court (ICC) or its Preparatory Commission.
While Section 630 clearly reflects that Congress agrees with my
Administration that it is not in the interests of the United
States to become a party to the ICC treaty, I must note that this
provision must be applied consistent with my constitutional
authority in the area of foreign affairs, which, among other
things, will enable me to take actions to protect U.S. nationals
from the purported jurisdiction of the treaty.

In addition, several other provisions of the bill
unconstitutionally constrain my authority regarding the conduct
of diplomacy -and my authority as Commander-in-Chief. I will
apply these provisions con81stent with my constitutional
responsibilities.
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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

Today I have signed into law H.R.

2500, the
Commerce,

"Department of
Justice, State,

the Judiciary,

and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act, 2002."

I appreciate the bipartisan effort that has gone into
producing this Act. The bill abides by the agreed upon aggregate

funding level for Fiscal Year 2002 of $686 billion and supports

several of my Administration's key initiatives including:

$100 million to support a backlog elimination

4
initiative to achieve a universal six-month processing

standard for all immigration applications;
570 additional Immiavr=}f+--

Service

~ders;

\t

arvised
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rederal assistance. to over 120 new or existing drug

court programs. To date,

over 57,000 offenders have

completed drug court programs, and their recidivism
rate is much lower than that of comparable offenders;
$15 million for grants to create community-based task

forces for reducing youth violence and to assist State

and local prosecution of firearms offenses, and

$9 million for the U.S. Attorneys to hire dedicated
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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

‘Today I have signed into law H.R. 2500, the "Department of

Commerce, Justice, State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies

Appropriations Act, 2002."

I appreciate the bipartisan effort that has gone into

producing this Act. The bill abides by the agreed upon aggregate

funding level for Fiscal Year 2002 of4$686 billion and supports

several

Of*my‘Administratioan key initiatives including:

$iOO million tovsupport a backlog elimination
initiative to achieve a universal six-month processing

standard for ali,immigration applications;

‘570vadditional Immigration.and Naturalization Service
agents to protect our Northérn and Southern borders;

- $50 millionfgrant,program in the Office of Justice

Programs to aid countiéé along the Southwestern border
with their cosﬁs of detaining and prosecuting drug
casesbreferred to them by Federal law enforcement
agents;' -

$50 million for drug courtsg, which provide a supervised
treatment alternative to prison sentencés for
non-violent drug possession offenders, to enable

Federal assistance to over 120 new or exiSting drug

court programs. To date, over 57,000 offenders have

- completed drug court programs, and their recidivism

‘rate is much lower than that of comparable offenders;

$15 million for grants to create community-based task
forces for reducing youth violence and to assist State
and local prosecution of firearmsvoffenses, and

$9 million for the U.S. Attorneys to hire dedicated

bprosecutors who will appropriately prosecute juvenile

gun offenders and those who supply them with guns;
$20 million to assist State and local law enforcement

agencies with the costs associated with methamphetamine

~laboratory clean-up; and,
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- $5 million for a faith-based prison pre-release pilot
projectito reduce the rate at which ex-offenders  are
returned to prison thrdugh intensive counseling and
family and communify transition instruction.

In addition, at this critical time, when we are mounting a
world-wide effort to defeat terrorism, I appreciate that this
pbill provides significant new funding for our Federal law
enforcement agencieg in the‘Department of’Justice, our
diplomatic operations overseas, and for enhenced embassy
security.

I note that Section 612 ofethe bill sets forth certain
requirements regarding the organization of. the Department of
Justice's efforts to combatbterforism.< This provision raises
separation of powers concerns by improperly’end‘unnecessarily
impinging upon my authority as President to direct the actions
of the Executive Branch and its employees. I therefore will
construe the provision to avoid consﬁitutibnai difficulties and
preserve the separation of powers required by the Constitution.

Section 626 would reqﬁire the President to submit a
legislative proposal to establish a program for the compensation
of victims of international terrorism. I will apply this
provisgion consistent with my censtitutional responsibilities.
In addition, subsection (c) of that section purports to remove
Iran's immunity from suit in a case brought by the 1979 Tehran
hostages iﬁ the District Court for the District of Columbia. To
the maximum extent permitted by applicable law, the Executive
Branch will act, and encourage the courts to act, with regard
to Subsection 626 (c) of the bill in a manner censistent with the
obligations of the United States under the Algiers Accords that
achieved the release of U.S. hostages in 1981.

Section 630 prohibits the use of appropriated funds

for cooperation with, or assistance or other support to, the

International Criminal Court (ICC) or its Preparatory Commission.

While Section 630 clearly reflects that‘Congress agrees with



\ | | >
my.Administration that it is not in the interests of ﬁhe‘
United States to become a party to the ICC treaty, I must
note that this provision hust be applied ﬁonsisteht with my
cénstitutional authority in the area of foreign affairs, which,
among oﬁher'things, will enable me tp take acticons to protect
U.S. nationals from the purported juriédiction of the treaty.

| In addition, several other provisions of the bill
unconstitutionaliy constrain my authority regarding the conduct

of diplomacy and my authority as Commander-in-Chief. I will

apply these provisions consistent with my constitutional

responsibilities.

T

THE WHITE HOUSE,

November 28, 2001.

Preservation Copy - George W. Bush Fiai i, ,




Withdrawal Marker

The George W. Bush Library

FORM - SUBJECT/TITLE

PAGES DATE - RESTRICTiON(S)

Statement - Statement by the President - From: POTUS

4 11/28/2001 . - P5;

‘This‘marke_r identifies the original location of the withdrawn item listed above.
- For a complete list of items withdrawn from this folder, see the
Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet at the front of the folder.

COLLECTION:
Executlve Clerk Office Of the

SERIES: -

Saunders, G. Timothy (Tim) - Bill Files
FOLDER TITLE: ‘
11/28/2001 [H. R. 2500] [1]

FRC ID:
780

OA Num.:
731

NARA Num.:
1457

Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)]

P1 National Security Classified Information [(a)(1) of the PRA]

-P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the - PRA]

P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRA]

P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or
financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA]

P5 Release would disclose confidential advise between the President
and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(5) of the PRA]

P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA]

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C.
2201(3).

Deed of Gift Restrictions

A. Closed by Executive Order 13526 governing access to national
security information.

B. Closed by statute or-by the agency which originated the document

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed
of gift.

RESTRICTION CODES
- Freedom of Information Act - [S U.S.C. 552(b)]

b(1) National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]

b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of
an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] ’

b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]

b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial -
information [(b)(4) of the FOIA] :

b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]

- b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]

b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulatlon of
financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]

b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information
concerning wells {(b)(9) of the FOIA]

This Document was withdrawn on 5/23/2013 by AW



. o M/Zj
" S e
STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT ) ' D‘“' ,{’

Today I have signed iﬁte»law H}RL 2500; therdDepartmeﬁt er
Commerce; Justice, State,‘the Judiciary,wand Related Agencieei
Appropriations Act, 2002.”, ‘

| I appreciate the bipartisan effert that haé gone into 3
predueing this‘Act. The bill abides by the agreed upoh aggregete

;funding levei for Fiscal Year 2062‘Of $686 billion ahd supports

_iseveral efvmy Administration's key initiatives includiﬂg: o

| ‘—-  $100 million to support a backlog elimination

initiative to achieve a ﬁniversalrsix4menth processing
srandard for all immigration.applications; S |

- 570 additional Immigration and NatureliZation Serrice
‘agents to protect our Northern and Souﬁhern borders;

i $50‘milli0n grant‘program in the Office‘of Jusfice -

Programs to aid counties along rhe Southwestern border

with their costs of detaining and prosecutiﬂg drugb

cases referred to them by Federal‘law‘enforcement"
agents; | \ | -

- - $50 million for drug ceurts, which provide a sﬁperVised
‘treatment‘alternative to prison sentenees for |
~non-violent drug posseesion offenders, to enable

Federal assistance to over 120 new or existing(drugv

court programs. To date, over 57,000 offenders heve

completed drug ceurt programs, and their recidivisﬁ
" rate is much lower than that of comparable offendere;

-- 815 million fer grants,te create commuﬁitbeaeed'task,

forces for reducing youth Violenee and to assist State

‘and local prosecution of firearms offenses, and

$9 million for the U.S.'Attorneys»to hire dedicated
- prosecutors who will appropriately proseeute juvenile

gun offenders ahd those whe supply them with guns;

-- 820 million to assist State-and’lecel law ehforcement

ageneies with the\costs associated with methemphetamine

'laboratory clean-up; and,
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-- $5‘million for a faith—baéeé prison:pre-release pilot
‘ﬁroject to reduce the rate at which ex-offénderscaré
- returned to prisdn through;intehsiVé counseling énd
~family and community transition instruction. | |

In aadition, at this critical time, when we are mounting a
world-wide éffort to‘defeét terrorism,'i appreciate‘ﬁhaﬁgthis
bill_provides'significant'new funding fbr ourfFederal:law'
enfordement agencies in the Departmént of Justice, our
diplomatic operations overseas,‘and for enhancedvembéssy’
security. | | ‘

I note that Section 612 of the bill'setétforth Ceftain
requirements regarding the orgahiZatidn of the Departmen; of
Justice's efforts to combat terrorism. 'This prvision raises
. separation of powers concerns by improperly and unﬁeéessarily
impinging upon my authority aé“President to‘directvtheAactiQnS'
‘of the Executive Branch and its employees;' I therefore wili-
construe the provision to avoid‘constitutional.diffiCulties-and
preserve the separation of poWers‘required by the Constitutidn,

Section 626 would require the President to‘submit a
legislative proposal to establish a program‘for the“compeﬁsatioh
ofvvictimé of international terrorism. I will apply this
‘provision-consistent with my consﬁitutional respohéibilities]
In‘addition, subsection (c) of that%section puiporté;to remove
Iran's immunity from suit in a case brought by the 1979 Tehran
‘;hbstagés in the District Court for’thé District of Columbia. To.
the maximum extent permitted by appiicable law, the‘EXécutive'
Branch will act, and encourage the courts to act, with rega:d
tQ~Sﬁbsection 626 (c) bf the bill in a manner'coﬁsistent With the
obligations of the United States under thé»Algiers Accords,;hatﬂ.
aChieVed the'releasé of U.S. hostéges in 1981. | | |

Section 630 prohibits the use1df appropriated/funds
~for cooperation with, or'assistahce.or‘other support té, the
Intefnétional Criminal Court (ICC) or its Prepa?atory_bommiséion.

While Section 630 clearly reflects that Congress agrees with
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my Administration that it is not'in‘the interests of the
United States to become a party to the ICC treaty, i musf
note that this provision must be applied consistent with my
constitutional authority in the area of foreign affairs, whiéh,
among other things, will enable'me’to take actions to protect

, , N ‘
U.Ss. nationals from the purported jurisdiction of the treaty.
»In»addition, several other provisions of the bill

‘uhconstitutionally constrain ﬁy éﬁthofity regarding the conduct
‘Qf diplomacy and my'authority as Commander-in-Chief. I will,
apply these provisions consisﬁent with -my constitutional

responsibilities.

' THE WHITE HOUSE,
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In addition, at this critical time, when we are mounting a world-
wide effort to defeat terrorism, I appreciate that this bill '
provides significant new funding for our Federal law enforcement
agencies in the Department of Justice, our diplomatic operations
overseas, and for enhanced embassy security.

I note that Section 612 of the bill sets forth certain
requirements regarding the organization of the Department of
Justice's efforts to combat terrorism. This provision raises
separation of powers concerns by improperly and unnecessarily
impinging upon my authority as President to direct the actions of
the Executive Branch and its employees. I therefore will
construe the provision to avoid constitutional difficulties and
preserve the separation of powers required by the Constitution.

Section 626 would reguire the President to submit a legislative
proposal to establish a program for the compensation of victims
of international terrorism. I will apply this provision
consistent with my constitutional responsibilities. 1In addltlon,
subsection (c) of that section . purports to remove Iran's
immunity from suit in a case brought by the 1979 Tehran hostages
in the District Court for the District of Columbia. To the
maximum extent permitted by applicable law, the Executive Branch
will act, and encourage the courts to act, with regard to
Subsection 626 (c) of the bill in a manner consistent with the
obligations of the United States under the Algiers Accords that
achieved the release of U.S. hostages in 1981.

Section 630 prohibits the use of appropriated funds for
cooperation with, or assistance or other support to, the ,
International Criminal Court (ICC) or its Preparatory Commission.
While Section 630 clearly reflects that Congress agrees with my
Administration that it is not in the interests of the United
States to become a party to the ICC treaty, I must note that thls
provision must be applied consistent with my constitutional
authority in the area of foreign affairs, which, among other
things, will enable me to take actions to protect U.S. nationals
from the purported jurisdiction of the treaty. ‘

In addition, several other provisions of the bill-
unconstitutionally constrain my authority regarding the conduct
of diplomacy and my authority as Commander-in-Chief. I will
apply these provisions consistent with my constltutlonal
responsibilities.
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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT -

- Today I have signed into law H.R. 2500, the ﬁDepartment

-of Commerce, Justice, State, the Judiciary, and RelatedbAgencies

Appropriations Act, 2002."

I appreciaté the bipartisan effort that has gone into

producing this Act. The Act abides by the agfeed upon aggregate

fgnding level for Fiscal Year 2002 of 5686 billion and supports

several of my Administration's key initiatives including:

$100 million to support a backlog elimination
initiati&e to achieve a universal 6-month proceSsing
standard for all immigratibn applications;

570 additional Immigration and NaturalizationvService
agents.to protect our Northern and Southern borders;-

$50 million grant program in the Office of Justice

'Programs to aid counties along the Southwestern border

with their costs of detaining and prosecuting drug-
cases referred to them by Federal law enforcement
agents;

$50 million for drug courts, which provide a
supervised treatment alﬁernétive to prison sentences
for non-violent drug possession offehders, to_enable
Federal assistance to over 120 new or existing drug
court programs. To date, over 57,000 offenders have
completed drug court programs, and their recidivism
rate is much lower than that of comparable offenders;
$15 million for grants.to create community-based

task forces for reduciné youth violence and ﬁo aséist
State and local prosecution of firearms offenses, and
$9 million for the U.S. Attorneys to hire dedicated
prosecutors who will appropriately prosecute juvenilé
gun offénders and those who supply them with guns;
$20 million to assist State/and local law enforcement
agencies with the costs associated with methamphetamine

laboratory clean-up; and
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-- S5 millionvfor a féith—based priéon pre-release pilot‘
project to reduce the rate at which ex-offeénders are
returned to'prison through intensive counseiing ahd
family and coﬁmunity transition instruction. |
In addition, at this critical tiﬁe when we-are mounting.
é worldwide effort to defeat‘terrorism, I appreciate that-
this Act provides significant new funding for our Federal
law enforcement agencies in the Department of Justice, our-
diplomatic operations<ovéréeas, and for énhanced embassy
security.
I note that section 612 of the Act sets forth certain
requirements regarding the organization of the Department
of Justice's efforts to combat domestic terrorism. This
provision raises separation of.powers concerns by improperly =
~and unhecessarily impinging upon my authority as Preéident'to
direct the actions of the executive branch and its employees.
I therefore will construe the provision to avoid constitutional
difficulties and preserve the separation of powers required by’
the Constitution. |
Section 626 would require the President to submit a
légisiative proposal to establish a program for the compensation
~of victimé of international terrorism. I will apply this
provision consistent with my constitutional responsibilities.
in addition, subsection (c) of‘that gsection purports to remove
‘Iran's immunity from suit in a case brought by the 1979 Tehran
hostageé in the District Court for the District of Columbia.‘
To the maximum extent permitted.by applicable law, the executive
branch will act, and encourage the courts to act, with regard
to subsection 626(c) of the Act in a manner consistent with the
obligations of the Uhited States under the Algiers Accords‘that
achieved the release of U.S. hostages‘in 1981.
.Séction 630 prohibits the use of appropriated fuhds

for cooperation with,; or assistance or other support to, the-
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International Criminal Court or its Prepafatory Commission.
I will apply thié provision consistent with my constitutional
authority in the area of foréign affairé. |

In addition, several other provisions of the Act
unconstitutionally constrain my authority regarding tHe conduct
of diplomacy and my authority as Commander in Chief. I Will
apply these provisions consistent with my:constitUtional

responsibilities.

THE WHITE HOUSE,
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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2500, the "Department?of
Commerce, Justice, State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies
Approprlatlons Act, 2002.

I appreciate the ?{;;;tlsan effort that has gone into producing
this Act. The bi bides by the agreed upon aggregate funding
level for Flscal Year 2002 of $686 billion and supports several
of my Administration's key initiati es&;ncludlng

-— $100 million to Support a‘backlog elimination initiative
to achieve a universal ;;x;month processing standard for
all immigration applications;

- -— 570 additional Immigration and Naturalization Service
agents to protect our Northern and Southern borders;

-- $50 million grant program in the Office of Justice
Programs to aid counties along the Southwestern border
with their costs of detaining and prosecuting drug cases
referred to them by Federal law enforcement agents;

—- $50 million for drug courts, which provide a supervised
treatment alternative to.prison sentences for non-
violent drug possession offenders, to enable Federal
assistance to over 120 new or existing drug court

- programs. To date, over 57,000 cffenders have completed
drug court programs, and their recidivism rate is much
lower than that of comparable offenders;

-— $15 million for grants to create community-based task
forces for reducing youth violence and toc assist State
and local prosecution of firearms offenses, and $9
‘million for the U.S. Attorneys: to hire dedicated
prosecutors who will appropriately prosecute juvenile
gun offenders and those who supply them with guns;

-- $20 million to assist State and local law enforcement
agencies with the costs associated with methamphetamine
laboratory clean=up; and, ’

--— $5 million for a faith-based prison pre-release pilot
project to reduce the rate at which ex-offenders are
returned to prison through intensive counseling and
family and community transition instruction.



In addition, at this critical time, when we are mounting'a‘
- world-wide effort to defeat terrorism, I apprec1ate that thlS
/» lell)prov1des significant new funding for our Federal" law
‘enforcement agencies in the Department of Justice, our
dlplomatlc operations overseas, and for enhanced embassy

;»securlty #Jﬁ”d)

1// I note thatggectlon 612 of the bllﬂ sets forth certain
requirements regarding the organization of the Department of

v Justice's efforts to combat domestic terrorism. This provision

Pépf E:ralses separation, of powers concerns by 1mproperly and B

- unnecessarily impinging upon my authority as President to direct -

the actions of the/E%ecutlve ranch and its employees I

therefore will construe the provision to avoid constitutional

difficulties and preserve the _separation of powers- requlred by

-the Constitution. S

v

Section 626 would require the President to submit a legislative
proposal to establish a program for the compensation of victims
of ‘international terrorism. I will apply this prov151on ‘ ,
consistent with my constitutional responsibilities. * In addition,
V///subsectlon (c) of that section ,purports to remove Iran's
immunity from suit in a case brought by the 1979 Tehran hostages.
in the District Court for the District of Columbia. To the
{§//max1mum ‘extent permltted by applicable law,-the/Executlve,Branch
will act, and encourage the courts to act, with’'regard to
¢//$ﬁbsectlon 626 (c) of the bill in a manner consistent with the ;
obligations of the United States under the Algiers Accords that
achieved the release of U.S. hostages 1n 1981. ‘

Section 630 prohlblts the use of approprlated funds for
cooperation with, or assistance or other support to, the
International Criminal Court or its Preparatory Commission. I
will apply this provision consistent with my constitutional
authority in the area of foreign affairs.

Aot

In addltlon, several other prov1810ns of thelgiiil , .
unconstitutionally constrain my authorlty regardlng the conduct

V//of diplomacy and my authority as Commanderf1n7Chlef I'will
apply these provisions consistent w1th my constltutlonal
‘responsibilities.-
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