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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2500, the "Department of 
Commerce, Justice, State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2002." 

I appreciate the bipartisan effort that has gone into producing 
this Act. The bill abides by the agreed upon aggregate funding 
level for Fiscal Year 2002 of $686 billion and supports several 
of my Administration's key initiatives including: 

$100 million to support a backlog elimination initiative 
to achieve a universal six-month processing standard for 
all immigration applications; 

570 additional Immigration and Naturalization Service 
agents to protect our Northern and Southern borders; 

$50 million grant program in the Office of Justice 
Programs to aid counties along the Southwestern border 
with their costs of detaining and prosecuting drug cases 
referred to them by Federal law enforcement agents; 

$50 million for drug courts, which provide a supervised 
treatment alternative to prison sentences for · 
non-violent drug possession offenders, to enable Federal 
assistance to over 120 new or existing drug court 
programs. To date, over 57,000 offenders have completed 
drug court programs, and their recidivism rate is much 
lower than that of comparable offenders; 

$15 million for grants to create community-based task 
forces for reducing youth violence and to assist State 
and local prosecution of firearms offenses, and $9 
million for the U.S. Attorneys to hire dedicated 
prosecutors who will appropriately prosecute juvenile 
gun offenders and ~hose who supply them with guns; 

$20 million to assist State and local law enforcement 
agencies with the costs associated with methamphetamine 
laboratory clean-up; and, 

' 

$5 million for a faith-based prison pre-release pilot 
project to reduce the rate at which_ ex-offenders are 
returned to prison through intensive counseling and 
family and community transition instruction. 
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In addition; at this critical time, when we are mounting a world­
wide effo:r-t .to defeat terrorism, I appreciate that this bill 
P:Lov.Jdes significant new funding forour Federal law enforcement 

·agencies in the Department·of Justice, our diplomatic operations 
overseas, and for enhanced embassy security. 

. . 

I hate that Section 612 of the bill sets forth certain 
requirements regarding the organization of the Department of 
Justice's efforts. to combat domestic terrorism. This provision 

.' ra~ses separation of powers concerns by· improperly and 
unnec;essarily impinging upon my authority as President to direct 
the actions of the Executive Branch and its employees. I 
therefo:r:e .will construe the provision to avoid constitutional 
difficulties and preserve the separation of powers required by 
the Constitution.· 

Section 626 would require the President to submit a legislative 
proposal to establish a program for the compensation of victims 
of international terrorism. I will apply this provision 
consistent with my constitutional responsibilities. In addition, 
subsection (c) of that section purports to remove Iran's 
immunity from suit in a case brought by the 1979 Tehran hostages 
in the District Court for the Dist-rict of Columbia. To the 
maximum extent permitted by applicable law, the Executive Branch 
will act, and encourage the courts to act, with regard to0 

Subsection 626(c) of the bill in a manner consistent with the 
obligations of the United States under the Algiers Accords that 
achieved the release of U.S. hostages in 1981. 

Section 630 prohibits the use of appropriated £unds for 
cooperation with, or assistarice or other support to, the 
International Criminal Court or .its Preparatory Commission. I 
will apply this provision consistent with my constitutional 
authority in the area of foreign affairs. 

In a~dition, several other provisions of the bill 
unconstitutionally ~onstrain my authority regarding the conduct 
of diplomacy and my authority as Commander-in-Chief. I will 
apply these provisions consistent with my constitutiorial 
responsibilities. 

6. 



Withdrawal Marker 
The George W. Bush Library 

FORM SUBJECTffITLE PAGES DA TE RESTRICTION(S) 

Memorandum· Enrolled Bill H.R. 2500 - Departments of Commerce, Justice, State, the 
Judiciary, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, FY 2002 - To: 

5 11/20/2001 P5; Transferred· 

POTUS - From: Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 

This marker identifies the original location of the withdrawn item listed above. 
For a complete list of items withdrawn from this folder, see the 

. Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet at the front of the folder. 

COLLECTION: 
Executive Clerk, Office Of the 

SERIES: 
Saunders, G. Timothy (Tim) - Bill Files 

FOLDER TITLE: 
1112812001 rH. R. 25001 r• 1 
FRC ID: 
780. 

OANum.: 
731 
NARANum.: 
1457 

.· Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)] 
RESTRICTION CODES 

Pl National Security Classified Information [(a)(l) of the PRA) 
P2 Relating tot.he appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA) 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(3) of the PRAJ 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA) 
PS Release would disclose confidential advise between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(S) of the PRA] 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy[(a)(6) of the PRA) · 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3). 

Deed of Gift Restrictions 

A. Closed by Executive Order 13526 governing access to national 
security information. \ 

B. Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the document. 
C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 

of gift. 

Freedom oflnformation Act - [5 U.S.C. 552(b)) 

b(l) National security classified information [(b)(l) of the FOIA) 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA] · 
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA] 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIA) 
b(6) ReleaS\! would constitute a clearly um~arranted.invasion.of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) ofthe FOL\) 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA) 
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA) 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA) 

This Document was withdrawn on 512312013 by AW 



Withdrawal Marker 
The George W. Bush Library 

FORM SUBJECT!fITLE PAGES· DATE· RESTRICTION(S) 

Statement Statement by the President " From: POTUS N.D. P5; 

' . . . 

This marker identifies the original location of the withdrawn item listed above. 
For a complete list of items withdrawn from this folder, see the 

Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet at the front of the folder. 

COLLECTION: 
Executive Clerk, Office Of the 

SERIES: 
Saunders, G. Timothy (Tim) - Bill Files 

FOLDER TITLE: 
11/28/2001 rH. R.2500U1 l 
FR CID: 
780 

OANum.: 
731 
NARANum.: 
1457 

RESTRICTION CODES 
Presidential RecordsAct - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)) 

Pl National Security Classified Information [(a)(l) ohhe PRA) 
· P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(a)(2) of the PRA) 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute [(a)(J) of the PRA) 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information[(a)(4) of the PRA) 
PS Release would disclose confidential advise between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors [ a)(S) of the PRA) 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA) 

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 
2201(3). 

Deed of Gift Restrictions 

A. Closed by Executive Order 13526 governing access to national 
security information. 

B. Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the document. 
C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed 

of gift. 

Freedom oflnformation Act.- [5 U.S.C. 552(b)) 

b(l) .National security classified iiiformation [(b)(l) of the FOIAJ 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA) 
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIAJ 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information [(b)(4) of the FOIA) 
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIAJ 
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA) 
b(8) Release would disclose informatiqn concerning (he regulation of 

·financial institutions [(b)(8) of tlie FOIA] · 
b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA) 

This Document was withdrawn on 512312013 · by AW 



STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2500, the "Department 

of Commerce, Justice, State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies 

Appropriations Act, 2002." 

funding level for 

several of my 

$100 million t 

initiative to 

standard for a 

570 additional 

$50 million grant program in the Off ice of Justice 

Programs to aid counties along the Southwestern border 

with their costs of detaining and prosecuting drug 

cases ref erred to them by Federal law enforcement 

agents; 

$50 million for drug courts, which provide a 

supervised treatment alternative to prison sentences 

for non-violent drug possession offenders, to enable 

Federal assistanc~ to over 120 new or existing drug 

court programs. To date, over 57,000 offenders have 

completed drug court programs, and their recidivism 

rate is much lower than that of comparable offenders; 

$15 million for grants to create community-based 

task forces for reducing youth violence and to assist 

State and local prosecution of firearms offenses, and 

$9 million for the U.S. Attorneys to hire dedicated 



STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

IJ'oday I have signed into law H.R. 2500, the "Department 

of Commerce, Justice, State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies 

Appropriations Act, 2002." 

I appreciate the bipartisan effort that has gone into -

producing .this Act. The Act abides by the agreed upon aggregate 

funding level for Fiscal Year 2002 of $£86 billion and supports 

several of my Administration's key initiatives including: 

$100 million to support a backlog elimination 

initiative to achieve a universal 6-month processing 

standard for all immigration applications; 

570 additional Immigration and Naturalization Service 

agents to protect our Northern and Southern border~; 

$50 million grant program in the Off ice of Justice 

Programs to aid counties along the Southwestern border 

with their costs of detaining and prosecuting drug 

cases ref erred to them by Federal law enforcement 

agents; 

$50 million for drug courts, which provide a 

supervised treatment alternative to prison sentences 

for non-violent drug possession offenders, to enable 

Federal assistance to over 120 new or existing drug 

court programs. To date, over 57,000 offenders have 

completed drug court programs, and their recidivism 

rate is much lower than that of comparable offenders; 

$15 million for grants to create community-based 

task.forces for reducing youth violence and to assist 

State and local prosecution of firearms offenses, and 

$9 million for the U.S. Attorneys to hire dedicated 

prosecutors who will apprbpriately prosecute juvenile 

gun offenders and those who supply them with guns; 

$20 million to assist State and loc~l law enforcement 

agencies with the costs associated with methamphetamine 

laboratory cle~n-up; and 



2. 

$~ million for a faith-J~ased prison pre-release pilot 
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security. 

I note.that section 612 of the Act sets forth certain 
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I therefore will construe. the provision to avoid constitut~ional 

difficulties and preserve the separation of powers required by 
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achieved the release. of U.S. hoi:frages. in 1981. 

S.eetion 630 prohibits· the· use of appropriated funds 

for cooper.ation with, or assistance or other support to, the 
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International Criminal Court or its Preparatory Commission. 

I will apply this provision consistent with my constitutional 

authority in the area of foreign affairs. 

In addition, several other provisions of the Act 

unconstitutionally constrain my authority regarding the conduct 

of diplomacy and my authority as Commander in Chief. I will 

apply these provisions consistent with my constitutional 

responsibilities. 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 
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In addition, at this critical time, when we are mounting a world­
wide effort to defeat terrorism~ I appreciate that this bill 
provides significant new funding for our Federal law ehforcement 
agencies in the Department of Justice, our diplomatic operations 
overseas, and for enhanced embassy security. 

I note that Section 612 of the bill sets forth certain 
requirements regarding the organization of the Department of 
Justice's efforts to combat terrorism. This provision raises 
sep~iation of powers· concerns by improperly and unnecessarily 
impinging upon my authority as President to direct the actions of 
the Executive Branch and its employees. I therefore will 
construe the provision to avoid constitutional difficulties and 
preserve the separation of powers required by the Constitution. 

Section 626 would require the President to submit a legislative 
proposal to establish a program for the compensation of victims 
of international terrorism. I will apply this provision 
consistent with my constitutional responsibilities. In addition, 
subsection (c) of that section purports to remove Iran's 
immunity from suit in a case brought by the 1979 Tehran hostages 
in the District Court for the District of Columbia. To the 
maximum extent permitted by applicable law, the Executive Branch 

_ will act, and encourage the courts to act, with regard to 
Subsection 626(c) of the bill in a manner consistent with the 
obligations of the United States under the Algiers Accords that 
achieved the release of U.S. hostages in 1981. 

Section 630 prohibits the use of appropriated fuhds for 
cooperation with, or assistance or other support to, the 
International Criminal Court (ICC) or its Preparatory Commission. 
While Section 630 clearly reflects that Congress agrees with my 
Administration that it is not in the interests of the United 
States to become a party to the ICC treaty, I must note that this 
provision must be applied consistent with my constitutional 
authority in the area of £oreign affairs, which, among other 
things, will enable me to take actions to protect U.S. nationals 
from the purported jurisdictioh of the treaty. 

In addition, several .other provisions of the bill 
unconstitutionally constrain ~y authority regarding the conduct 
of diplomacy and my authority as Commander-in-Chief. I will 
apply these provisions consistent with my constitutional 
respohsibilities. 

6 
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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT ::. 

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2500, the "Department of 

Commerce, Justice, State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies 

Appropriations Act, 2002." 

I appreciate the bipartisan effort that has gone into 

producing this Act. The bill abides by the agreed upon aggregate 

funding level for Fiscal Year 2002 of $686 billion and supports 

several of my Administration's key initiatives including: 

$100 million to support a backlog elimination 

initiative to achieve a universal six-month processing 

standard for all immigration applications; 

570 additional Immin-r=>j- ~- - - 3ervice 

~ders; 

ice 

border 

:-ug 

tt 

:rvised 

new or existing drug 

court programs. To date, over 57,000 offenders have 

completed drug court programs, aqd their recidivism 

rate is much lower than that of comparable offenders; 

$15 million for grants to create community-based task 

forces for reducing youth violence ~nd to assist State 

and local prosecution of firearms offenses, and 

$9 million for the U.S. Attorneys to hire dedicated 
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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2500, the 11 Department of 

Commerce, Justice, State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies 

Appropriations Act, 2002." 

I appreciate the bipartisan effort that has gone into 

producing this Act. The bill abides by the agreed upon aggregate 

funding level for Fiscal Year 2002 of $686 billion and supports 

several of my Administration's key initiatives including: 

$100 million to support a backlog elimination 

initiative to achieve a universal six-month processing 

standard for all immigration applications; 

570 additional Immigration and Naturalization Service 

agents to protect our Northern and Southern border.s; 

$50 million grant program in the Office ·of Justice 

Programs to aid counties along the Southwestern border 

with their costs of detaining and prosecuting drug 

cases ref erred to them by Federal law enforcement 

agents; 

$50 million for drug courts, which provide a supervised 

treatment alternative to prison sentences for 

non-violent drug possession offenders, to enable 

Federal assistance to over 120 new or existing drug 

court programs. To date, over 57,000 offenQ.ers have 

completed drug court programs, aI).d their recidivism 

rate is much lower than·th91t of comparable offenders; 

$15 million for grants to create community~based task 

forces for reducing youth violence and to assist State 

and local prosecution of firearms offenses, and 

$9 million for the U.S. Attorneys to hire dedicated 

prosecutors who will appropriately prosecute juvenile 

gun offenders and those who supply them with guns; 

$20 million to assist State and local law enforcemerit 

agencies with the costs associated with methamphetamine 

laboratory clean-up; and, 
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$5 million for a faith-based prison pre-release pilot 

project to reduce the rate at which ex-offenders are 

returned to prison through intensive co~nseling and 
. . .· 

family and community transition instruction. 

In addition, at this critical time, when we are mounting a 

world-wide effort to def eat terrorism, I appreciate that this 

bill provides significant new funding for our Federaf law 

enforcement agencies in the, Department of Justice, our 

diplomatic operations overseas, and for enhanced embassy 

security. 

I note that Sec.tion 612 of the bill sets forth certain 

requirements regardihg the orgard:.z~ti~n c:if the Department of 

Justice's efforts to c.ornbat terrorism. . this provision raises 

separation of powers. concerns by improperly·. and· unnecessarily 

·impinging upon my authority as Presideht to"direct the actions 

of the Executive Branch arid its employees, ... I therefore will 

construe the provision to avoid.constitutional dif~iculties and 

preserve the separation of powers requir~d by the Constitution. 

Section 626 would require the President to submit a 

· legislative proposal to establish a program for the compensation 

of victims of international terrorism. I will apply this 

provision consistent with my constitutional responsibilities. 

In addition, subsection (c) of that section purports to remove 

Iran's immunity from suit in a case brought by the 1979 Tehran 

hostages in the District Court for the District of Columbia, To 

the maximum extent permitted by applicable law, the Executive 

Branch will act, and encourage the courts to act, with regard 

to Subsection 626(c) of the bill in a manner consistent with the 

obligations of the United States under the Algiers Accords that 

achieved the release of u~s. hostages in 1981. 

Section 630 prohibits the use of appropriated funds 

for cooperation with, or assistance or other support to, the 

International Criminal Court (ICC) or its Preparatory Commission. 

While Section 630 clearly reflects that Congress agrees with 
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my Administration .that it is not· in the interests of the .. 

United States to become a party to the ICC treaty, I must . .. 
note that this provision must be applied consistent with my 

constitutional authority in t,he area of foreign affairs, which, ' 

~mong other things, will enable me to take actions to protect 

' 
U.S. ·nationals from the purport~d jurisdiction of the treaty. 

In addition, several other provisions of the bill 

unconstitutionally constrain my authority regarding the conduct 

of diplomacy and my authority as Commander-in-Chief. I will 

apply these provisions consistent with my constitutional 

responsibilities. 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 

November 28, 2001. 

. Preservation Copy - George w. Bush hc.,uuwni....~ ...... 

\· 
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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 1J ( ·. . 

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2500, the "Department of 

Commerce, Justice, State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies 

Appropriations Act, 2002." 

I appreciate the bipartisan effort that has gone into 

producing this Act. The bill abides by the agreed upon aggregate 

funding level for Fiscal Year 2002 of $686 billion and supports 

several of my Administration 1 s key initiatives including: 

$100 million to support a backlog elimination 

initiative to achieve a universal six-month processing 

standard for all immigration applications; 

570 additional Immigration and Naturalization Service 

agents to protect our Northern and Southern borders; 

$50 million grant program in the Off ice of Justice 

Programs to aid counties along the Southwestern border 

with their costs of detaining and prosecuting drug 

cases referred to them by Federal law enforcement 

agents; 

$50 million for drug courts, which pr6vide a supervised 

treatment alternative to prison sentences for 

non-violent drug possession offenders, to enable 

Federal assistance to over 120 new or ex~sting drug 

court programs. To date, over 57,000 offenders have 

completed drug court programs, and their recidivism 

rate is much lower than that of comparable offenders; 

$15 million for grants to create community-based task 

forces for reducing youth violence and to assist State 

and local prosecution ~f firearms offenses, and 

$9 million for the U.S. Attorneys to hire dedicated 

prosecutors who will appropriately prosecute juvenile 

gun off,enders and those who supply them with guns; 

$20 million to assist State and local law enforcement 

agencies with the costs associated with methamphetamine 

laboratory clean-up; and, 
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$5 million for a faith-based prison pre-release pilot · 

project to reduce the rate at which ex-offender's are 

returned to prison through intensive counseling and 

family and community transition instruction. 

In addition, at this critical time, when we are mounting a 

world-wide effort to defeat terrorism, I ~ppreciate that this 

bill .Provides significant new funding for our Federal law 

enforcement agencies in the Department of Justice, our 

diplomatic operations overseas, and for enhanced embassy 

security. 

I note tbat Section 612 of the bill sets forth certain 

requirements regarding the organization of the Department of 

Justice's efforts to combat terrorism. This provision raises 

separation of powers concerns by improperly and unnecessarily 

impinging upon my authority as: President to direct the actions 

of the Executive Branch and its employees. I therefore will 

construe the provision to avoid constitutional difficulties and 

preserve the separation of powers required by the Constituti6n, 

Section 626 would require the President to submit a 

legislative proposal to establish a program for the compensation 

of victims of international terrorism. I will apply this 

provision consistent with my constitutional responsibilities. 

Ih addition, subsection (c) of that section purport~ to remove 

Iran's immunity from suit in a case brought by the 1979 Tehran 

hostages in the District Court for the District of Columbia. To 

the maximum extent permitted by applicable law, the Executive 

Branch will act; and encourage the courts to act, with regard 

to Sub~ection 626(c) of the bill in a manner consistent with the 

obl~gations of the United States under the·Algiers Accords that· 

a~hieved the release of U.S. hostages in 1981. 

Section 630 prohibits the. use of appropriated funds 

for cooperation with, or assistance or other support to, th.e 

International Criminal Court (ICC) or its Preparatory Commission. 

While. Section 630 clearly reflects that Congress agrees with. 
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my Administration that it is not·in the interests of the 

United States to become a party to the ICC treaty, I must 

note that this provision must be applied consistent with my 

constitutional authority in the area of foreign affairs, which, 

among other things, will enable me to take actions to protect 
r 

U.S. nationals from the purported jurisdiction of the treaty. 

In addition, several other provisions of the bill 

unconstitutionally constrain my authority regarding the conduct 

of diplomacy ahd my authority as Commander-in-Chief. I will 

apply these provisions consistent with my constitutional 

responsibilities. 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 
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In addition, at this critical, time, when we are mounting a world-·•· 
wide effort to defeat terrorism,. I appreciate that this bill 

·provides significant new funding.for our Federal 1awenforcEpment. 
agencies in the Department of Justice, our diplotnaticoperatJ.ons 
overseas, and for enhanced embassy security. 

. . . 
. I note that Section 612 of .. the bill sets forth certain· 
requirements regarding the organization of the ·Department of 
Justice's efforts to combat terrorism. This provision raises 
separation of powers concer.ns by improperly and unnecessarily 
impinging upon my authority as President to direct the actions of 

•the. Executive Branch and its employees. · ... I therefore will . . . . 
construe the provision to avoid constitutional difficulties and 

.·preserve· the separation of powers . required by the Con$ti tut ion. 
. -

Section 62G w~uld require the ~tesident. to submit a l~glslat{.ve 
· .. proposal to establish a program for the compensation of victims 

of international terrorism. I will apply this·p~o~ision~ ·· · · 
consistent· with my constitutional responsibilities. ·· In addition, 
subsection (c) · of that section .· purports to remove .Iran's . . . 
immunity from suit in a case brought by the 1979 Tehran hostages! 
Jn the District Court for the District of Colurnbia. TO .the · · 
maximum extent· permitted by applicable law,· the Executive.· Branch · 
will act, and encourage the courts to act1 withrega:r:-d to 
Subsection 626(c) of the bill in a manner consistent witb the 
obligations of the United States under the Algier$ Accords that 
achieved the release of U.S. hostages in 1981. 

: - . . . . . . . . . . . 

Section 630 prohibits the use of appropriated• funds .:for 
cooperation with, or assistance or other support. to, the.· 
International Criminal Court(ICC) or its Preparatory Commission. 
While Section 630 clearly reflects that Congress agrees with my 
Administration that it is not in the interests of the United.-.. · .. · .. 
States to become a party to the ICC treaty, I must: note that_this 
provision must be applied consistent with my constitutional. · .· 
authority in the area of fore.ign affairs,. which, among 'other. 
things I Will enable me tO take actions to' protect u .s. ··nationals 

··from .the purported jurisdiction of the treaty. 
. . . . . 

In addition, several other provisioh~,of the bill· 
unconstitutionally constrain my authority regarding the conduct 
of diplomacy and my authority as Commander;_in-Chief. I· will 
apply· these provisions consistent with my constitutional .. ·· 
_responsibilities. 

6 
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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2500, the "Department 

of Commerce, Justice, State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies 

Appropriations Act, 2002." 

I appreciate the bipartisan effort that has gone into 

producing this Act. The Act abides by the agreed upon aggregate 

f~nding level for Fiscal Year 2002 of $686 billion and supports 

several of my Administration's key initiatives inclµding: 

$100 million to support a backlog eliminatjon 

initiative to achieve a universal 6-month processing 

standard for all immigration applications; 

570 additional Immigration and Naturalization Service 

agents to protect our Northern and Southern borders; 

$50 million grant program in the Off ice of Justice 

Programs to aid counties along the Southweste~n border 

with their costs of detaining and prosecuting drug 

cases Fef erred to them by Federal law enforcement 

agents; 

$50 million for drug courts, which provide a 

supervised treatment alternative to prisoh sentences 

for non-violent drug possession offenders, to enable 

Federal assistance to over 120 new or existing drug 

court programs. To date, over 57,000 offenders have 

completed drug court programs, and their recidivism 

rate is much lower than that of comparable offenders; 

$15 million for grants to create community-based 

task forces for reducing youth violence and to assist 

State and local prosecution of firearms offenses, and 

$9 million for the U.S. Attorneys to hire dedicated 

prosecutors who will appropriately prosecute juvenile 

\ 

gun offenders and those who supply them with guns; 

$20 million to assist State and local law enforcement 

agencies with the costs associated with methamphetamine 

laboratory clean-up; and 
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$5 million for a faith-based prison pre~release pilot 

project to reduce the rate at which ex-offenders are 

returned to prison through intensive counseling and 

family and community transition instruction. 

In addition, at this critical time when we are mounting 

a worldwide effort to defeat terrorism, I appreciate .that · 

this Act provides sign~f icant new funding for our Federal 

law enforcement agencies in the Department of Justice, our 

diplomatic operations overseas, and for enhanced embassy 

security. 

I note that section 612 of the Act sets forth certain 

requirements regarding th~ organization of the Department 

of Justice's efforts to combat domestic terrorism. This 

provision raises separation of powers concerns by improperly 

and unnecessarily impinging upon my authority as President to 

direct the actions of the executive branch and its employees. 

I therefore will construe the provision to avoid cons~itutional 

difficulties and preserve the separation of powers required by 

the Constitution. 

Section 626 would require the President to submit a 

legis.lative proposal to establish a program for the compensation 

of victims of international terrorism. I will apply this 

provision consistent with my constitutional responsibilities. 

In addition, subsection (c) of that section purports to remove 

Iran's immunity from suit in a case brought by the 1979 Tehran 

hostages in the District Court for the District of Columbia. 

To the maximum extent permitted by applica)Jle law, the executive 

branch will act, and encourage the courts to act, with regard 

to subsection 626(c) of the Act in a manner consistent with the 

obligations of the United States under the Algiers Accords that 

achieved the release of U.S. hostages in 1981. 

Section 630 prohibits the use of appropriated funds 

for cooperation with~ or assistance or other support to, the 
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International Criminal Court or its Preparatory Commission. 

I will apply this provision consistent with my constitutional 

~uthority in the area of foreign affairs. 

In addition, several other provisions of the Act 

unconstitutionally constrain my authority regarding the conduct 

of diplomacy and my authority as Commander in Chief. I will 

apply these provisions consistent with my constitutional ' 

responsibilities. 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 



I •• ; 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIOENT 

Today I have·. signed into law H. R; 25.00, the "Dep~~tment'.70{ 
Commerce,. Justice, State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2002. '/) .. .. ,· ... 

. I. ~ppreciate 'the. ikr~an effort .that has gone iI1to producing 
· t:his Act. The ~=~ides by the agreed upon aggregate ft.:triding 
level for Fiscal Year 2002 of $686 billion and supports several 
.of my Administration's key initiaty-esGricluding: 

· / · $100 million to support. a/_backlog elimination init'iative 
to achieve a universal ~-month processing standard .for 
al], immigration applications; 

') 

\ ' ' 

570 additional IIT\ffiigtation and Naturalization Service 
agents to protect our Northern and Southern·border$; 

$50 million grant program in the Office of Justice 
Programs to ~id counties along the Southwestern border. 
with their costs of detaining and prosecuting drug cases 
referred to them by F~deral law enforcement agentsf 

$5·0 million for drug courts,· whi~h pro~ide a supervis.ed 
treatment alternative to prison sentences for non-

.·. violent drug possession., offenders, to enable Federal 
assistance to over 120 new or e~isting .drug court 

·.programs. To date, over 57, 000 offenders have completed 
drug court programs, a:ndtheir recidivism rate is much 
lOwer than that of compt:irable offenders; 

$15 million for grants to create community"""based .task 
forces for reducing youth yiolence ~rid to assist state 

· and local prosecution of firearms offenses, and $9 
··million for the U.S. Attorneys to hire dedicated .. · 
.prosecutors who will appropriately prosecute juvenile 

gun offerideis and those who supply them with guns; 
. ' . 

$20 million to assist State and local law enforcement 
agencies with the costs associated with methamphe~amine 
laboratory clean+up; arid, 

' . 

$5 million for a faith-based prison pre-releas~ pilot 
project to reduce the rate at which ex-offenders are 
returned to prison through intensive coun~eling and 
family and community transition instruction. 

/ 

11{~'1(0,t 
·veis1nr 



In addition, at this critical time, when we are mounting a 
world-wide effort to defeat terrorism, I appreciate that this 

· "'j) \bill) provides significant new funding for our Federal law 
· enforcement agencies in the Department of Justice, our . 

diplomatic operations overseas, and for enhanced embassy 

··. / security. (!''-''IJ~) 
~ I note that· iection 612 of the (bil~ sets forth certain 

requirements1~egarding the organization of the Department of 
·.·· Justice Is efforts to combat domestic terrorism. This provision 

rvf,cf __ E·· raises separation, of powers concerns by improperly and .··.. .·, 
· _ ___.--- .· un. nece. s~arily impingi.ng. UJ?On ~ author it~ as Preside·n·· t to d. irect 

/ [the actions of the 1EXecuti ve ,)5ranch and its employees. I · 
therefore will construe the provision to avoid constitutional 

... •.··di ff icul t~es. ~nd preserve the separation of powers required by 
the Cons ti tut ion. .. . · . .. · 

Section 626 would require the President to submit a legislative 
proposal to establish a program for the compensation of victims 
of international terrorism.. I will apply this provision . 

/consistent wi .. th my constituti.o.nal. responsibilities... . In a.ddition, 
~· subsection (c) of that section "\purports to remove Iran's 

immunity from suit in a case brought by the 1979 Tehran hostages 
in the District Court for the District of Columbia. To the 

/,Y' maximum extent perrni tted by applicable law, the ;Executive tranch 
will acti and encourage the courts to act, with regard to 

/ s<ubsection 626 (c) of the bill in a manner consistent with the . 
~~ligations of the United States under the Algieis Accords that · 
achieved the release of U.~. hostages in 1981. 

Section 630 prohibits the use of appropriated funds for 
cooperation with, or assistance or other support to, the 
International Criminal Court or its Preparatory Commission. 
will apply this provision consistent with my cons ti tl.lJtional 
authority in the area of foreign affairs. 

~~+-

I 

In addition, several other provisions of the~· .. · 

/ . . /1 'n. cor:s.tit.ution. ally constra~n m. y author. i.ty r.~ga.rd. ~n. g the c~.nduct ·v ~f diplomacy and my authority as Commandertin-J:hief. I will 
apply these provisions consistent with my con~titutional . 
responsibilities. 
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