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HR.3253 T S .

®nz iHundrtd o%zumth (Zungrzzs
o of the |
Anited States of America
AT 'rHE SECOND SESSION

. Begun and held at the City of Washington on Wednesday,
the twentyfthtrd day of January, two thousand and two

o dnda

To amend title 38 Unlted States Code, to enhance emergency preparedness of
. the Department of Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes.: .

Be zt enacted by the Senate and House of Representatwes of
the United States of America in Congress assembled :

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

“This Act may be cited as the “Department of Veterans Affa1rs |
Emergency Preparedness Act of 2002”.

SEC. 2 ESTABLISHMENT OF MEDICAL EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
- CENTERS AT DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS MED-
. ICAL CENTERS;

(a) IN GENERAL -—(1) Subchapter II of chapter 73 of tltle 38,
United tStates Code, is amended by adding at the end the followmg
new section: : :

“§7325, Medical emergency preparedness centers v

“(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF CENTERS.—(1) The Secretary shall
establish four medical emer lgency preparedness centers in accord-
ance with this section.. Each such center shall be. established at
a Department medlcal center and shall be staffed by Department
employees.

“(2) The Under Secretar{y for Health shall be respons1ble for
supervising the operation of the centers ‘established under this
section. The Under Secretary shall provide for ongoing evaluation

.of the centers and thelr compliance with the requirements of this
section, - ~
“(8) The Under Secretary shall carry out the Under Secretary’s '
functions under paragraph (2) in consultation with the Assistant
Secret: of Veterans airs with responsibility for operations,
prepar ess, security, and law enforcement functions.

“(b) MISSION.—' e mission of the centers shall be as follows:

- %1)“To carry out research on, and to develop methods
of detection, diagnosis, prevention, and treatment of injuries,
diseases, and' illnesses  arising. from the use of chemical,
biological, radmloilral incendiary or other explosive weapons
or devices posing threats to the public health and safety.

“(2) To provide education, training, and advice to health
) care professionals, including health care professionals outside
the Veterans Health Administration, through the National Dis-

aster Medical System established pursuant to section 2811(b)

- of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh-11(b)) or =

through interagency agreements entered into by the Secretary ,

. for that purpose. . ‘ v
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“(B) Local and commum ' emerglency response providers.

“(C) Active dut; mhtary personne .

“(D) Individuals seekmg care at Department| medical cen-
ters.

. “(2) The strategies under paragraph (1) shall include the fol-
owing:

“(A) Training and' certlﬁcatlon of provxders of mental health
counseling and assistance.

“(B) Mechanisms for coordmatmg the prov131on of mental
health counseling and assistance to emergency response pro-
viders referred to in paragraph (1).

“(3) The Secretary shall develop and maintain the strategles
under paragraph (1) in consultation with the Secretary of Health
and Human Services, the American Red Cross, and e working
group referred to in subsection (e)(2).”.

2)2) The table of sections at the beginning of such chapter
is amended by inserting ‘after the 1tem relatmg to section 8116
the following new item:

“8117. Emergency preparedness

: (b) REPEAL OF CODIFIED PROVISIONS. ——Subsectlons (a), (b)2),
(c), (d), (e), and (f) of section 154 of the Public. Health Security
and Bioterrorism Pregaredness and Response Act of 2002 (Pubhc
Law 107-188; 38 U.S.C. note prec. 8101) are repealed. : . .«
(© CONFORMING AMENDMENTS ——Subsectlon (g) of such sectmn
is amended—
(1) in paragraph (1), by msertmg “of sectlon 8117 of htle
88, United States ode” after “gubsection (a)”; and! "
(2) in paragraph (2), by striking “subsections (b) thro h -
(" and inserting “subsection (b)X(1) of this section and sub--
sections (b) through (f) of section 8117 of tltle 38, United.
States Code”. ‘

gs QIid

' Preszdent of the Sendte oo ’fz mponre

APPROVED

NOV =7 2002 -
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

Date: 11-1-02 8:30 PM  ACTION / CONCURRENCE / COMMENT DUE BY: 11/1/02 3:00 PM

. ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3253 - DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS EMERGENCY
Subject: PREPAREDNESS ACT OF 2002
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VICE PRESIDENT F’NB” O  HUBBARD f o
CARD dstee '%-J@i’% O IRASTORZA O 0O
BARTLETT V(© O JOHNSON o, 0O
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BRIDGELAND O, O  Miers | IS/ O
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DANIELS 0, J ROVE E/ o |
FLEISCHER | E/ 0  SPELLINGS O ﬂ/ O
GERSON | 'O, O CcLeRk o I!/'
GONZALES ’ARN@ I{ O o O |
HAGIN ‘ 0 o o o
HAWKINS { o o O

REMARKS: \

PLEASE FORWARD COMMENTS DIRECTLY TO JIM JUKES, X53458 FAX X56148 BY 3:00
PM, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2002, WITH A COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY..  THANK
YOU.

RESPONSE:

, Harriet E. Miers
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 62702
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‘This marker identifies the original location of the withdrawn item listed above.
For a complete list of items withdrawn from this folder, see the
Withdrawal/Redaction Sheet at the front of the folder.

COLLECTION:

Executive Clerk, Office Of the
SERIES:
Saunders, G. Timothy (Tim) - Bill Files
'FOLDER TITLE:
11/07/2602 |[H.R. 3253] [771601} .
FRCID: v ' ' FOIA IDs and Segments:
6362
OA Num.:
9469
NARA Num.:
9360
5 RESTRICTION CODES
Presidential Records Act - [44 U.S.C. 2204(a)] Freedom of Information Act - |5 US.C. 552(b)]
P1 National Security Classified Information [(a)(1) of the PRA] b(1) National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA]
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal office [(2)(2) of the PRA] b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of -
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute {(a)(3) of the PRA] . an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA}
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute [(b)(3) of the FOIA]
financial information [(a)(4) of the PRA| . ’ b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial
PS Release would disclose confidential advise between the President information [(b)(4) of the FOIA]
and his advisors, or between such advisors [a)(5) of the PRA] b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA]
personal privacy [(a)(6) of the PRA} b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
‘ - . purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA]
PRM. Personal record misfiie def" ned in accordance with 44-U.S.C. b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of
2201(3). financial institutions [(b)(8) of the FOIA]
. : b(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical mformatlon
Deed of Gift Restrictions » . concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA]
A. Closed by Executive Order 13526 governing access to national ) Records Not Subject to FOIA
security information. '
B. Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the document. Court Sealed - The document is withheld under a court seal and is not subject to
C. Ciosed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor's deed the Freedom of Information Act.
of gift.
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Harriet E. Miers
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 62702
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RESPONSE:

Harriet E. Miers )
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
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THE SECRETAHY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON ‘

~ October 30,2002

‘The Honorable Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr.
- . Director, Office of Management

“And Budget -~ -

~Washington, D.C. 20503

Attention: Assistant Director for
- Legislative Reference ‘

~ Dear Mr. Daniels; -
e | am pleased to respon'd to the request of the Assistant Director for
~ Legislative Reference for the views of the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) on

. the enrolled enactment of H.R. 3253, 107" Congress, the: “Department of
Veterans Affarrs Emergency Preparedness Act of 2002 ' ‘

, H.R. 3253 contalns a vanety of provrsrons that would enhance VA’s
authorities and efforts in the area of security and emergency medical

o preparedness. The enrolled bill would primarily require VA to play a central and

key role in the education and training of the nation’s health care professionals in
the detection, treatment, and prevention of injuries and ilinesses associated with
the use of chemical, biclogical, or radiological agents, and incendiaries or other
explosive weapons or devices. The enrolled bill would also codify and _
consolidate the Department s duties and actlvmes rn the area of secunty and
emergency medical preparedness :

More specrfrcally, section 2 of H.R. 3253 would amend trtle 38, Umted

' States Code, by adding new section 7325 to require the Secretary to establish,

 through a competitive selection process, four Medical Emergency Preparedness

Centers. The purpose of the Centers would be to conduct education and

- research related to the detection, treatment, and prevention of injuries and

linesses arising from the use of chemical, biclogical, radiological, or incendiary

. or other explosive weapons or devices. -Under certain arrangements, the

Centers would be authorized to provide education and training to non-VA heaith

~ care professionals. Other purposes of the Centers would be to (1) provide .

“laboratory, epidemiological, medical, or other assistance to Federal, State, and
local health care agencies and personnel involved in, or responding to, a national
disaster or emergency and (2) conduct research on improved medlcal
preparedness in each Center's partrcular area of expertlse
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_ The Centers would be required to work in close coordination with other

- Federal departments, agencies, and elements of the Government charged with
coordination of plans for homeland security. They would also be required to take

. into consideration recommendations of the new interagency working group on -
- . the prevention, preparedness, and response to bio-terrorism and other public

health emergencies or of any other joint interagency advisory group or commrttee : - =
designated by the President to coordinate Federal research on weapons of mass
_destruction.  The Centers would also be charged with providing assistance to

Federal, State, and local civil and criminal authorities in investigations, inquiries,

or data analyses, as necessary to protect the public safety and prevent or obwate

L blologlcaf chemlcal or radlologlcal threats

H.R. 3253 would authorize $20 mrllron for each of fi scal years 2003
through 2007 to carry out the activities of the Centers. It would also require VA

o to allocate to such Centers (from funds appropriated for that fiscal year from the:
- Department’s medical care account and its medical and prosthetics research

account) additional amounts deemed necessary to carry out the actlvmes of the v o

o Centers

Sectron 3 would add new sectlon 7326 to trtle 38 Unlted States Code, to
require the Secretary to carry out a program to develop and disseminate to VA

- health care professionals and trainees a series of model education and trammg

programs on the medical responses to the consequences of terrorist activities.

The Secretary would be required to model the programs after those established

at the F. Edward Hebért School of Medicine for the Uniformed Services -

‘University of Health Sciences. The Secretary would be further reqwred to ensure

‘that different programs are designed for health care professionals of differing

~ levels of expertise, including students and trainees, in a variety of health care

fi ields. The content of the programs would have to include, among other things: -

" ‘education and training in the recognition of chemical, biological, radiological,
~incendiary, or other explosive agents, weapons, or devices that may be used in -

- terrorist activities; identification of the potential symptoms related to use of those
agents; and clinical management of the clinical consequences of terrorist acts -

e ‘resultlng in the exposure to such agents. : : :

Sectron 4(a) would amend title 38, United States Code by addlng new
- section 1785 to authorize the Secretary to furnish hospital care and medical
services to individuals responding to, involved in, or otherwise affected by a
_covered disaster or emergency. - It would also require that a Federal department
or agency reimburse VA for care furnished to its officers or employees at such
rates as may be agreed upon. Section 4(b) would amend section 811 1A(a) of -
. title 38, United States Code, to-authorize the Secretary to furnish hospital care

- and medical services to members of the Armed Forces on active duty responding

to, or mvolved in, a covered dlsaster or ernergency Relmbursement for-care
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: prowded to a member of the Armed Forces would be based on the cost of the ,
- care or servnce furnrshed N L S

: ' Sectlon 5 would amend sectlon 308 of title 38 Unlted States Code, to"
increase by one the authorized number of both Assistant Secretaries and Deputy

- Assistant Secretaries in the Department. It would also add “operations,

‘preparedness, security, and law enforcement functions” to the list of functlons o ~

= ;currently assrgned to the ASS|stant Secretanes

Sectlon 6 would amend title 38 Unlted States Code by addlng new -
~ section 8117, to codify the Department's secunty—related and medical emergency
preparedness activities. Specifically, it would require the- Secretary to provide for
 the readiness of VA medical centers to protect patients and staff from chemical
or biological attack or otherwise to fulfill their obligations as part of the Federal
response to public health emergencies. - It would require as well that the

~ . Secretary provide for the security of VA medical centers and. research facilities.
: .Addltlonally, it would require the Secretary to develop and maintain a centralized

/system for tracking the current location and availability of pharmaceduticals,

"~ medical supplies, and medical equipment throughout the VA health care system

to permit their ready identification and utilization. It would also require that the
Secretary ensure that VA medical centers, in consultation with the accredited
medical school affiliates of such medical centers, develop and implement -

- curricula to train resident physicians and health care personriel in medical

~ matters relating to biological, chemical, radiological attacks or attacks from an
- incendiary or other explosive weapon. It would further require the Secretary to
- establish and maintain a training program to facilitate the participation of VA -
“medical center staff and their community partners in the National Disaster
 Medical System." Finally, it would require the Secretary to develop and maintain
‘various strategies for providing mental health counseling services and assistance
~ following a bro-terrorlst attack or other publlc health emergency to an array of
K covered lndlwduals R . , _

‘ H R. 3253 clearly ments the Presrdent’s approval VA’s pnmary mission”
- remains to care for veterans and their families as well as to protect our personnel

~ and facilities so that they may continue to provide that care across the spectrum
- of domestic threats. The fact that America’s newest theater of conflict is on U.S.
- soil itself requires a new level of effort to support our primary responsibility.

" Furthermore, VA's unique national representation with assets from coast to coast .

- and border to border provides an important platform to support the management

of injuries and illnesses consequent to domestic incidents. In addition to VA's

presence in so many American- communities, our close academic and research
affiliation with almost all major unlversrtres enables Amenca s abrllty to facrlltate
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research educatron and tralmng to deal W|th this new threat drmensmn The
requirements of H.R. 3253 would enhance VA's contribution to homeland -

security. Accordrngly, the Department recommends that the Presrdent sign the .
bill into law. L : '

. Sincerely yours,

:

nthony &. Prificipi




*107TH CONGRESS

s SR *“QREPORT.
2d Session | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES | 1g7471

”»DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS EMERGENCY PRE—
PAREDNESS - RESEARCH, EDUCATION AND BIO TER-v L

RORISM PREVENTION ACT OF 2002

: May 16, 2002 fCommltted ‘to the Comm1ttee of the Whole Houseyon the State 'of L

the Unmn and’ ordered to be prmted

" Mr, SMITH of New Jersey, from the Comm1ttee on Veterans Affalrs o

submitted  the followmg

REPORT

[To accompany H R 3253]

L " {Including cost estlmate of the Congresswnal Budget Ofﬁce]

The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, to whom was referred the. :

‘bﬂl (H.R..3253) to amend title 38; United States Code, to pr0v1def

for the establishment of emergency medical preparedness ‘centers

- in the Department of Veterans Affairs, having considered the same,

reports favorably thereon ~with amendments and recommends that

the bill as amended do pass.

The amendments are as follows: E
Strike all after the enacting clause and 1nsert the followmg

‘SEC’I'ION 1. SHORT TITLE,

This Act may be c1ted as the “Department of Veterans Aﬁ'alrs Emergency Pre- :

“paredness Research, Education, and Bio-Terrorism Prevention Act-of 2002”.
" SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF EMERGENCY. MEDICAL PREPAREDNESS CENTERS. -

(a) IN GENERAL. —Subchapter I of chapter 73 of title 38, United States Code is
amended by adding at the end the following new section: : )

" 4§7325. Medical emergency preparedness centers

“(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF CENTERS.—(1) The Secretary shall estabhsh at Ieast four

o medlcal emergency preparedness centers in accordance with this section. Edch such

center shall be established at a Department medlcal center and shall be staffed by
Department employees. - :

“(2) The Under Secretary for Health shall be respon51ble for superVISmg the .oper--
ation of the centers established pursuant to this section. The Under Secretary shall

" provide for ongoing evaluation of the centers and their comphance with the requlre-‘

ments of this section..

“(3) The Under Secretary shall carry out the Under Secretary’s functmns under .

paragraph (2) in consultation with-the Assistant Secretary for Veterans Affairs with

v ‘responsibility for operations,; preparedness, and security.

“(b):Mi1ss1ON.—The mission of the centers shall be—
99--006
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“(1) to carry out research on and develop methods of detection, diagnosis, vac-
cination, protection, and treatment for chemical;-bioclogical, and radlologmal
threats to the public health and safety;

“(2) to provide education, training, and advice to health-care professxonals in-
cluéimg health- -care professmnals outside the Veterans Health Admlnlstratlon
an

“(3) to provide contlngent rapid response laboratory assistance and other as-

" sistance to local health care authorities in the event of a national emergency.

“(c). CENTER DIRECTORS.—Each center shall have a Director with (1) expertise .in
managing organizations that deal with threats referred to'in subsection (b), (2) ex- -
pertise in:providing care to populations exposed: to tox1c substances, or (3) signifi--
cant research experience in those fields.

“d) SELECTION OF CENTERS.—(1) The Secretary shall:select the sites for the cen-
ters on the basis of a competitive selection process-and a finding under paragraph
(2). The centers- selected shall be located in g fferent regions of the Nation, and any
such center may be a consortium of efforts of more than one medical center. At least
one of the centers shall be established to concentraté on”chemical threats; at least

.one shall be established to concentrate on biological threats -and- at least: one shall -~

be established to concentrate on radiological threats.
“(2) The finding referred to in paragraph (1) with' respect to a proposal for des-
ignation of a site as a location of a-center under this section is a finding by the Sec-

. retary, upon the recommendations of the Under Secréetary for Health and the Assist-"

ant Secretary with responsibility for operations, preparedness, and security, that the
facility or facilities Suﬁmlttmg the. proposal have developed (or may reaschably be
ant1c1pated to develop).each of the following:

“(A) An arrangement with a qualifying medical school and a qualifying school

= of public health (or a consortium: of such schools).under which physicians and
other persons in the health field receive education’ and training through the
participating Department medical centers so as.to provide those persons with
training in the diagnosis and treatment of illnesses induced by exposures to tox-

" ins, mc%udmg chemical and biological substances and nuclear ionizing radiation.

“(B) An arrangement with an accredited graduate program of epidemiology
under which students receive education and training in epidemiology through

. the participating Department facilities so as to provide such'students with
training in the epidemiology of contagious and infectious dlseases and chemical
and radiation poisoning in an exposed population.

- (C). An arrangement under which nursing, social work counsehng, or allied
health personnel and students: receive training - and" ducation in recognizing
and caring for conditions. associated with exposures to. toxms ‘through the par-
ticipating Department facilities.

“(D) The ability to attract sc1entlsts who have made 51gnlﬁcant contributions
“to the development of innovative approaches to the:detection, diagnosis, vac-
cination, protection, or treatment of persons exposed to chemlcal biological; or
radlologlcal substances. “

g “(3) For purposes of paragraph (2)(A)—
“(A) a qualifying medical school is an accredxted mechcal school that prowdes
‘education and.training in toxicology and environmental health hazards and .
with which one or more of the participating Department medical centers is af-
filiated; and
. "%(B) a qualifying school of public health. is ‘an accredited school of public
health that provides education and trainingin’ toxicology and environmental
health hazards-and with which one or more ‘of the partlcxpatmg Department
medical centers is affiliated.
“(e) FUNDING.—(1) Amounts appropriated for the activities. of the centers shall be
appropriated separately from amounts appropriated for the Department for medical
care:
“(2) There are authorized to be-appropriated for the centers under thls section
$20,000,000. for.each of fiscal years 2003 through 2007

“(3) In addition to funds appropriated for a fiscal year pursuant to the authoriza-
tion of appropriations in paragraph (2), the Under Secretary for Health shall allo-
cate to such centers from other funds appropnated for that fiscal year generally for
- ‘the Department of Veterans Affairs medical care account and ‘the Department of
Veterans Affairs medical and prosthetics research account.such amounts as-the
Under Secretary for Health determines-appropriate to carry out the purposes of this
section. Any determination by the Under Secretary under the preceding sentence

shall be made in consultation. with the Assistant Secretary with respon51b111ty for .

operations, preparedness, and security.
“(f) RESEARCH ACTIVITIES.—Bach center shall conduct research on 1mproved med-
ical preparedness to protect the Nation from threats in the area of that center’s ex-
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pertlse Each ‘center may seek research funds from public and private sources for
~ guch purpose. - S
“(g) PEER REVIEW PANEL ——(1) In order to provide advice to assist the Secretary
-arid the Under Secretary for Health to-carry out their responsibilities: under this
* section, the Under Secretary-shall-establish a peer review: panel to. assess the-sci-
‘entific and clinical merit of proposals that are submitted ‘to the Secretary for the
designation of centers under this seétion, The'peer review shall be established in
“consultation with the Assxstant Secretary with responsibility - for operations pre--
paredness, and secunty :
- *(2)'The peer review panel shall 1nclude experts in the ﬁelds of tox1colog1cal re-
"search, bio-hazards management education and training, radiology, “clinical care of
. patients exposed to such hazards, and other persons as determined appropriate by
the Secretary.: Members of’ ‘the” panel ‘shall 'sérve as consultants to-the: Department:

: " “3) The panel shall réview. each proposal submitted to the panel by the- officials o
" referred to in paragraph.(1) and shall submit to the Under Secretary for Health its

. views. on the relative.scientific: and. clinical . merit of each such. proposal. The panel
shall’ spec1ﬁcally determine.with.respect .to each ;such proposal whether. that. pro-
posal is' among those’ proposals'which have met the highest competitive standards

-~ of scientific.and clinical merit. -

“(4) The- panel- shall not. be subject to the Federal Adv1sory Comrmttee Act 61
-U:S.C. App.). =

““h) RESEARCHV PRODUC’I‘S {1 The Under Secretary for Health and the A551stant ’

Secretary with responsibility for.operations, preparedness, and security ‘shall ensure’
. that information. produced. by:the research, education and training, and.clinical ac-
tivities of centers established: under this section is made available; as appropriate, -
to ‘health-care providers in.the: United States. Dissemination of such information
shall be made through publications, through programs of continuing medical and re:’
lated education provided :through regional medical education centers under. sub--.
chapter VI of chapter 74 of this title, and through other means. Such programs of
continumg medical education shall receive prigrity in the .award of funding.

“(2) The Secretary shall ensure that the work of the centers is conducted in close
coordination. with' other Federal departments and agencies and that research prod-
ucts or other information of the centers shall be coordinated and shared with other
Federal departments and agencies. - :

“(i) ASSISTANCE TO OTHER:AGENCIES. ——-The Secretary may provide assistance re-
. quested by appropriate Federal, State, and local civil and criminal authorities in in-
- vestigations, inquiries; and’ data analyses as necessary. to protect the public safetyv
" and prevent or obviate biological; chemical, or radiological threats.

“(j) DETAIL OF EMPLOYEES FrROM OTHER AGENCIES. —Upon: approval by the Sec-
“retary, the Director -of a center may request thé temporary assignment or detail to

the ‘center, on a nonreimbursable basis, of employees from other Departments and -

. agericies of the United States who have expertise that would further the mission of
the center. Any such employee may be so assigned or detailed on a nonreimbursable
basis pursuant to such a request.:The duration of any such assignment or detail
- shall be subject to approval by the Office of Personnel Management.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT:—The table of sections at the beginning of such chapter
is amended by 1nsert1ng after the item relating to section 7324 the followmg new
item:

“7325. Medical emergency preparedness centers.”, :
SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM.
(a) IN GENERAL.—(1) Subchapter II of chapter 73 of title 38, United States Code,

is'amended by adding after section 7325 as added by section Z(a) the following new
section:

“§7326. Emergency health and medical education: Jomt program w1th De-
: partment of Defense

“(a) JOINT EDUCATION PROGRAM.—The Secretary and. the Secretary of Defense
-shall carry out a joint program to develop and disseminate a series of model edu-
cation and training programs on the medical responses to the consequences of ter-
rorist activities. The Secretaries shall enter 1nto an agreement for a partnership to -
implement the joint program:

“(b). IMPLEMENTING ENTITIES: —-Wlthln the” Department of Veterans Affairs, the:
joint program shall be carried out through the Under: Secretary for Health, in con-
sultation with the Assistant Secretary of Veterans Affairs with responsibility for op-
erations, preparedness, and security. Within the Department of Defense, the joint
program shall be carried out through the F. Edward Hebért School of Medicine .of
the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences.



“(c) CONTENT OF - PROGRAMS —The educatron and tralnmg programs developed o

“under-the-joint programshall' be based on programs established at.the F. Edward

Hebért School of Medicine and shall lnclude, at a m.1n1mum tralmng for health care: .~

professmnals in-the-following: . - - .
.. #*(1)Recognition"of chemical, blologwal and radlologxcal agents that may be. :
" " used in terrorist activities. - .% G
- %2) Identification of the potential symptoms of those agents

"%8):Understanding:of the potential long-term  health: consequences, lncludlng‘

psychologrcal effects, resulting from: exposure to-those agents: : i iy
- “4) Emergency treatment for exposure.to those agents. )

: ;‘(5) An appropnate ‘course of followup tredtmernt, supportlve care and- refer—

gents t protect against; contammatlo -
“7) Informatlon 'on how to seek consultatrve support and to report suspected

dy atlon and tralmng programs
Jifferent programs are designed

section; shall e at’
for; health -care: professronals at various levels. The programs shall be designed to be

¢ "disseminated. to-health professwns students;, graduate:health -and. med1cal education

e tramees,

" .professions ‘eduication.”

qarider: this! section

nd:health practitioners in.a vanety of fields.”

ISULTATION.—In "establishing" the -joint - educatlon and trammg program
; i h. approprlate representa-

rgan at ns in the field of health

. u(e) ©

editing, certlfylng, and coordmat

" (2) The of’ sectlons at the begmnmg of uch chapter is amended by 1nsert1ng» .

:after the itemn: elatlng to sectlon 7325 as, added by sectlon 2(b) the followmg new: =

L urgag, Emeréency health and medlcal educatum Jomt program wrth Department of Defense

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The-Secretary of Veterans: Affairs and the Secretary of De-

" fense shall ‘implement section 7326 of title 38, United States. Code, as added by sub- "

section-(a), not later. than the end of the 90 day perlod beglnmng on the date of the
enactment.of this Act.

i’ SEC 4. INCREASE IN NUMBER OF ASSISTANT SECRETARIES OF VETERANS AFFAIRS. -

" (a) INCREASE. —Subsectron (a) of -section 308 of title 38, Umted States Code, 1s )

" amended by: stnklng ‘six” in the first sentence and msertmg ‘seven”.

‘(b FUNCTIO! stibsection: (b)-of such sectlon is amended by .adding at the end

3'the following new paragraph:

A1y Operatlons preparedness, secunty, ‘arid law enforcement functions.”.
* (c)* CONFORMING - ‘AMENDMENT.=Section' 5315 of*title 5, United. States Code is
amended by’ striking “(6)™ aﬁ_er “Assxstant Secretarles, Department of Veterans Af- ’

~fairs” a‘n' inserting “(7)”.

Amend the title 0 as to read = :
CUAKN to amend title 38, United States Code, to’ provrde for the estabhshment )

. within the Department of Veterans . Affairs of improved emergency medical pre-

paredness, research and educatlon programs to combat terronsm and for other
purposes R : .

INTRODUCTION

H R 3253 Department of Veterans Affairs Emergency Prepared-’

. “ness Research Education, and. Bio-terrorism -Prevention Act of
2002, addresses issues reviewed by the Committee in ‘hearings,

meetmgs, and-through other oversight mechanisms over the .course:
of this-Congress. This bill was 1ntroduced by the Honorable Chns-

e 'topher H. Smith on November 8; 2001.

On October 15, 2001, the Committee held a hearmg to receive

i testimony .on emergency preparedness issues confronting the De- -
- ‘partment ‘of ‘Veterans-Affairs- in' the wake of the terrorist. attacks

U of Sépteniber ‘11,2002, on New York City and the Pentagon. Those

‘testifying were Ms. Cynthra A. Bascetta, Director; Veterans’ Health ™

B and- Benefits Issues, U.S. General Accountlng Ofﬁce accompanied

by -Mr. Steven L. Caldwell, Assistant Director, Defense Capabilities -
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e fand Management Issues U.S- General Accountmg Ofﬁce Honor--
+=“able Anthony dJ. Pnnc1p1 Secretary, Department of Veterans Af-
. fairs, accompanied by Frances.M. Murphy, M.D., Deputy Under
: .Secretary for.Health, Veterans Health. Admlnlstratlon Mr. James -
J. ‘Farsetta; Dlrector VA New- York-New Jersey Healthcare Sys-

“bor. Health Care ‘System; ‘the” Honorable Claude A. Allen; Deputy
Secretary, ‘Department of Health and Human Services; Dr. Sue
Bailey, former “Assistant. Secretaryof Defense for Health Affairs;
Mr. Kenneth S. Kasprisin, Associate Director, Readiness, Response
eder gency Management Agency;

covery
‘Mr: James Krueger, Executive
Network, American Red Cross; Ms. Annie W. Everett, Acting Re-
dmiini fo atlonal -Capitol Reglon General
'Serv1ces ‘Administr: ations;; “S. €. Chu, Under Secretary of -
Defense for Personnel and. SS Department of Defense. The
.Committee. also ‘received..testimony from: Mr. Thomas H. Corey,
ietnam ‘Veéterans of ‘America; Ms. Jacqueline Garrick, Deputy Di-
‘réctor; Health: Care; Nat10na1 Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
Commlssmn The Amencan Legion; Mr. Paul A. Hayden, Associate
Director, Natmnal Legislative Service, Veterans of Foreign Wars of
the' United States; Ms. Joy: J: Tlem;: Assistant National Legislative
.-Director, Disabled American Veterans Mr. Richard C. Schneider, -
o Director of Veterans and State Affairs, Non-Commissioned Officers
.+ Association; and; Mr. Delatorro McNeal Executlve Director, Para— :
S lyzed Veterans of America. ,
" On November 14, 2001, the Subcommlttee on Oversrght and In- -
" vestigations recelved testlmony on the need to develop education
““and training programs on medical responses to consequences of ter-
orist acts, particularly: after” the outbreak of anthrax infections .
:caused by a terrorist or terrorists, in ' New Jersey, New York City, .
Washington, DC and Florida. Those testifying at that hearing were: "
Honorable John Cooksey, Member of Congress from the State of
Louisiana; Honorable Dave Weldon, Member of Congress from the
State of Flonda Admiral John F. Elsold Attending Physician to

" - Frances M. Murphy, M.D., Deputy Under Secretary for Health
. Veterans Health Admlnlstratlon Department . of Veterans Affairs;
;- accompanied by Dr. Susan Mather .Chief Officer, Public Health
;. and Environmental Hazards, and Mr. Kenneth H. Mlzrach Direc-
‘ tor, VA New Jersey Health Care ‘System; Dr. Val G. Hemmlng,
s 'Dean .F. BEdward Hebért School of Medicine, Uniformed Services
.Un1vers1ty of the Health Sciences, Department of Defense; Dr. J.
Edward Hill, Chairman-Elect of the Board of Trustees, American
. ~.-Medical Association; Dr. Jordan J. Cohen, President, Association of . -
.. American Medical Colleges; and Dr.- Martin J. Blaser, M.D., Pro- -
¢ “fessor and Chairman, Department of Med1c1ne New York Umver— -
-~ sity School of Medicine. -

w2 On.April 10, 2002, the Subcommlttee on Health held a hearmg
to-consider the followmg bills: H.R. 3253, National Medical Emer-
gency Preparedness Act of 2001; arnd H.R. 3254, Medical Education

‘tem, and: Mr ‘John-J." Donnellan; Jr., Director, VA.New York Har-

ice: President, Chapter Services

.f;Congress Dr. Susan J. ‘Matcha, Mid- Atlantlc Permanente Medical i -
" Group; Dr. Carlos Omenaca, Miami  Heart Center, -Miami, FL; -~

" for National Defense in the 21st Century Act. Those testifying at.-

that hearing were: Honorable Leo S. Mackdy, Jr., Ph.D., Deputy-

'Secretary, Department of Veterans Affalrs accompamed by Dr
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- Robert” H. ‘Roswell,” Under Secretary for Health, and Dr. Kristi
-+ "“Koenig, Director, Emergency Management Strateglc Healthcare
.. Group; Dr. Kevm -Yeskey, Director, Bio-Terrorism Preparedness
and -Response- Program, Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
‘tion, Department of Health and Human Services; Dr. Deborah E.
Powell Executlve Dean Unlver51ty of Kansas School of Med1c1ne

commlttee recelved testlmony from: Ms. Joy dJ. Ilem Assistant Na-
i irector; Disabled American Veterans Mr. Rich~
i [ 'eglslatlve Director, AMVETS; Mr. Thomas H.
Corey, Natlonal Presrdent Vietnam Veterans of Amenca Mr

, y,-o ered HR3253 with an amendment in the nature of a
ubstitute; reported favorably to the full Committee.’
.The amendment to H.R. 3253 included the addition of H. R. 3254,
" the Medical Education for National Defense in the 21st Century
“"Act, . introduced by Honorable Steve Buyer on November 8, 2001 ..
and H.R. 4559, the Department of Veterans Affairs Reorganlzatlon -
. Act of 2002, iritroduced by Honorable Christopher H. Smith of New
~-Jersey, on Aprll 24, 2002, at the request of the Department of Vet-'
~.erans Affairs. .

. 7On May 9, 2002, the full Committee met and ordered H.R. 3253,
vnth an amendment in the nature of a substitute, reported favor-
ably to the House by unanimous voice vote. . r L

SUMMARY OF.THE REPORTED BILL

HR 3253 as amended would ,
L Establish four or more new National Medlcal Emergency Pre-

VA centers to:
! e Conduct medical research on and develop health care

_responses. for- "chemical, blolog‘lcal and rad1010g1ca1
threats to the public;

" Provide related education, tralmng and adv1ce to VAj
~."--and community health care professionals; and

o Provide- rapid fesponse laboratory assistance to local
".health care authontles in the event of a natlonal emer-
v gency. :
-+ 2."Require the.new centers to" arrange the part1c1pat1on of ‘med-
" ical schools and public health schools in the related education
. and training of health care professionals. ‘
. 3.” Authorize $100. million -over 5, years to. fund the new centers

“-“4. Require the'Secretaries of VA and Defense to. carry out a joint -
o program to develop and disseminate model education and
. training programs on. the medical responses to the con-
n sequences of terror1st act1v1t1es )

~"" " paredness Centers. at VA medlcal centers or a consortlum of -



.

5 Reqmre the trammg programs to be. dlssemlnated to health
-7 professions students, graduate medical education trainees,
. -.and health pract1t10ners in a variety of fields. ,
" Authorize an- additional “Assistant Secretary in “the Depart-.

ment of Veterans Affairs to perform operatlons preparedness
S securlty and law enforcement functions. , : :

BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION

X 'Wlth an 1ncreased public awareness of bio-terrorism threats and
an ‘urgent need for preventive measures against bio-terrorism, the
reported bill would provide a proactive approach to define new and -
specific roles for the Department of Veterans Affalrs in helpmg the
Nation'to meet this challenge. :
‘The bill would establish, at a mlnlmum four nat10nal medical
emergency “preparedness centers in selected VA medical center lo-
cations to-eonduct research and develop diagnostic and treatment
disciplines and standards to respond to biological, chemical, and ra- -
~diclegical - attacks: The centers would be funded from resources
. made ‘available outside the normal funding streams available for
~the VA health care system for the direct delivery of health care to
venrolled “veterans; therefore, the new. mission of these centers
would-not erode fundlng Congress provides for the direct delivery
of VA health care.

The missions of these Centers would be to conduct research and

" develop methods of detection, diagnosis, vaccination, protection and
treatment for chemical, biological, and radiological threats to public

- safety, such as anthrax, smallpox, bubonic plague, nerve gas, radi-
‘ation poisoning, and other hazards to human health which may
. /arise as a result of acts of terrorism. The centers would engage in
~“direct ‘research, coordinate ongoing and new research and :edu-
“‘cational attainment in other public and private agencies, research
-universities, schools of medicine, and 'schools of public health. The
centers would also act as clearmghouses for new discoveries, serve -
“to disseminate the latest and most comprehensive medical informa- -
"tion, and help to protect health care workers, emergency personnel,

. active duty military personnel; police oﬁ'lcers as well as the gen—
eral public. :
Through its extensive medical and prosthetic research and chn-

ical care programs, VA already has expertise in diagnosing and
"treating widespread viral or bacterial illnesses with devastating

- health consequences, such as the hepatitis C. epidemic, the HIV
“pandemic, and in earlier generations, tuberculosis infections. In the -
early part of this century, a number of VA hospitals were created

specifically to combat tuberculosis in the veteran population.

< Ag: authorized by the Veterans Programs Enhancement "Act of
+,1998, VA operates two War-Related Illness Centers tasked with de-
veloping specialized treatments for those illnesses and injuries that

o -may come from veterans” wartime exposures. Previously, the De-
" partment successfully launched new centers of expertise, education
“-"and ‘Special care in geriatrics and gerontology, mental iliness and
“Parkinson’s’ disease. Such initiatives show VA’s ability to organize
“programs and solve difficult health problems. In.essence,; these new
Nationadl Medical Preparedness Centers authorized by H.R. 3253,

as amended; would study those illnesses and injuries likely to come




g :‘ :

. froma terrorist attack using biological, chemical or radiation weap-
~’ons, or from another natlonal enwronmental or b1010g1cal ‘emer-
* gency with similar risks.

"% fects of ‘exposures to.biological, chemical and nuclear weapons.
" These training programs would then be made available to all..
“health care professionals, students, graduate medical ‘education
trainees, and practifioners across ‘the country in diagnosing and

incidents. =

- .'The Association of Amencan Medlcal Colleges (AAMC) reported‘
; v;that military ‘physicians, who: should be more: prepared than civil-
- “ian’ doctors to. deal . with such threats, are not certain .about their

;i ber 1998, USUHS Military Medicine Program: A Treatment for Ter-
. wrorism). Moreover Military Medicine reports that only 19 percent o
of military phy51c1ans were confident about providing care.in nu- ::

- cent leztary Internal Medicine Residents on Operational Medicine,
. Managed Care, Graduate Medical- Education;: and Continued Mili’
, i o “tary Service): The majority of those who were confident about their
T e oo capabilities in this area, 53 percent, were graduates of the military
B : oosowe s nt 0 Pmedical cschool, the F. Edward  Hebért School: of Medicine of the .
L e . Uniformed Services University of the Health. Sciences. The com-

. bination of DoD’s expertise in the fields of teaching and treating |

The reported. bill' would also author1ze VA and DoD to work w1th "'f‘v g
, the Nation’s schools of medicine to ensure that physicians in train- ..
ing. receive targeted education in recognizing and treating the ef- -

‘treating v1ct1ms of biological, chemical,. and rad1olog1cal attacks or
: - capability to handle them (Reporter, Volume 8, Number 3, Decem- I

clear, biological or chemical disaster situations (Military Medicine, -
Volume 163, Number 6, June 1998, Perceptwns of Current and Re. .

casualties resulting from an unconventional attack, and VA’s infra-- " g

- structure of 163 medical centers, 800 outpatient chmcs extensive
satellite broadcasting: capablhtles and affiliations with 107 medical’
schools and teaching hospitals; would provide the needed education
to current and future health and medical practltloners schooled in
this country to diagnose and treat casualties in such situations.

-The: suicide: airliner attacks of September 11, 2001; and the an- . -

~thrax attacks in mid-October, 2001, vividly. demonstrated the vul-
nerability of the United States to a devastating biological, chem- .

.ical, or radiological attack. Medical professionals have honestly ac- - =

knowledged that they should be better:prepared to respond effec-
‘tively whatever the type of weapon a térrorist may choose to em-
ploy against .the United States. This. legislation recognizes that

" the military environment.

. many diseases and toxins that terrorists' might use are not seen in ...
-~ the normal course of civilian medlcal practlce and only rarely in: -

. To carry out the intent of this leglslatmn the Department of Vet- -

~‘erans Affairs would work with the Department of Health and
- Human Services, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
~the Food and Drug Administration and- the Federal Emergency'
‘Management Agency, as well as the Department of Defense. The
* events ‘of September 11, 2001, have made many medical schools
" ““acutely aware of the gaps in curriculum and-the need to fill those
“gaps. The Committee believes it is desirable that the Department /.
i “of Veterans Affairs and the Department of Defense; in coordination

- with other . agencies of government take a ‘more actlve role in .

» L partnermg to address these gaps...




. ‘erans Affairs to establish a new Assistant Secretary. The new As-

S partmental operations, preparedness, security and law enforcement . = .

..erans Affairs: Emergency - Preparedness Research Educa n;: and:
- Bio- Terrorism Prevention Act of 2002. SR = -

.. chapter 73 by adding a new sectlon 7325 ent1tled' «
“-gency Preparedness Centers.” "

- “threats to public health.and safety

v The reported blll also would authorize the Department of Vet- :

sistant Secretary would be made. responsible for coordinating de- B

~“'to coordinate and improve VA’s abilities to protect itself, 1ts ‘pa- - 3
o t1ents and staff and the general public in a future emergency :

SECTION-BY—SECTION ANALYSIS
Sectlon 1 of the bill would cite the bill as the Department of Vet-”

‘Section 2(a) of the bill would amend title 38 Umted State‘ Cod k

+ Section 7325 (a)(1) of title 38, United States Code would author-v
" ize: the' Secretary to establish . at least four medical emergercy:pre-
. paredness’ centers at Department medlcal centers staf
‘. partment employees : :
Section 7325 (a)(2) would. hold the Under Secretary for Health-re-
'sponsible for supervising the operatlon and prowde ongo1 -
tion of the centers. Sy
Section 7325 (a)(3) would requlre the Under Secretary for Health L
and ‘the . Assistant Secretary for Veterans Affairs, in carrying out . :
the role of the: centers, to consult in matters deahng w1th oper-
ations, preparedness, and security.. ...
Section 7325 (b) would define the mission of the centers :
" Section 7325 (b)(1) would require each center to carry out.res L
- “search on and develop methods of detection, diagnosis; vaccination,: -
protection, and treatment for chemical- blologlcal and radlolo ic

Section 7325. (b)(2): would: require -each center to prov1de edu-/-g :
‘cation, training, and-advice to health care professionals, including - . :
. health care professmnals out51de the Veterans Health Admlnlstra- s

tion. e

Section 7325 (bX(3) would require each center to prov1de contln-

~ " gent rapid' response laboratory assistance and other assistance to =
" Jocal health care authorities in the event of a national emergency.

" Section 7325 (c) would. require the director of each center to have =
. expertise in managing organizations that deal with chemical, bio- .
. logical, and radiological threats, providing care to populatlons ex-
. 'posed to toxic substances, or significant research experlence in-
.. chemical, biological, and radlolog1ca1 fields.

Section 7325 (d)(1) would authorize the Secretary of Veterans Af-;

e fairs to select sites for the Centers on the basis of a competitive se-

lection process. The centers would be located in.different regions.of . '

" 'the Nation with at least one center concentrating on. chemical

o at least ‘one center concentrating on radiological threats.

threats, at least one center concentrating on biological threats and

“Section 7325 (d)X2) would establish criteria for site locatlons by,' . B
: requ1mng the facility or facilities to meet certain guidelines. . S

" Section 7325 (d)(2)A) would. require the facility. to have an ar-

o ’rangement w1th a quallfylng medlcal school and school of pubhc




X _"of public health respectively: i e
Section 7325 (e)(1) would authorlze approp _'at1ons for the centers

: 'health ora consortlum of such schools to prov1de tra1n1ng to phy- B
+~+ sicians and other medical professmnals in the diagnoesis and treat- ' - 2l
“-ment of illnesses induced by exposures to toxms 1nclud1ng chem—, i

.~ical, biological, and nuclear:ionizing radiation.

Section 7325 (d)(2)(B) would. require the: fac1llty to have an ‘ar-
©- rangement with an accredited graduate program of epidemniiology: to -
" provide training in the epidemiology  of contaglous and .infectious -
.diseases, and chem1cal and rad1at1on po1son1ng 1n an exposed popu-"
Lo lat1on :

- Section’ 7325 (d)(2)(C) would requlr the fac111ty to have an :ar =

__rangement ‘to-provide training and- educatlon in recogmzmg “and

. ‘caring for conditions associated with exposures to toxins to nursing,
o soc1al work, counseling, or allied- health:personnel -and:-students. - -
7. 'Section 7325 (d)(2)(D) would require the’ facility to have the abil-
R ,1ty to. attract scientists who have.made significant contributions:to
~-.the development of innovative approache to_the detection, “diag-
. 'nosis, vaccination, protectlon ortré
;chemlcal b1olog1cal or radlolog1cal substances

Section 7325 (d)(3).defines a- qu llfy1

. -to be separated from medical care appropriations.-

Section 7325 (e)(2) would authonze $20, 000 000 for the centers
w for fiscal years 2003 through'2007- - '

Section 7325 (e)}3) would authorize the Under Secretary for,

Health, in' consultation with the Assistant Secretary with responsi-

R bility for - operations; preparedness, ‘and .security, to.allocate add1—}
tional funds from the medical care and medical and prosthetics re- .~ -
he: urposes of the medlcal,_f. RN

" search account necessary to carry o1
_emergency’ preparedness centers. -

" Section 7325, (f) would require. each center to conduct research on.

* improved medical preparedness-and authorize the centers to. seek R
g research funds from public and: pnvate sources, .
, Section 7325 (g)(1) would establish ‘a peer review panel to pro-
. _vide -advice to assist the Secretary and the Under Secretary. for

_Health in assessing the scientific and clinical merit of proposals for

- the establishment of the four centers. The peer review panel is es--
".."tablished in consultation with the Assistant Secretary w1th respon-

-sibility. for operations, preparedness and secur1ty

Section 7325 (g)(2) would require the peer review panel to 1n—" :

‘clude experts in relevant areas such-as toxicology and radiology.

Section 7325 (g)(3) would require the peer review panel to review . - V

- and submit its views on the scientific and clinical merlt of each pro-
‘. posal to establish a center,

Section 7325 (g)(4) would exempt the peer review panel from the ol .

- Federal Advisory Committee Act.

Section 7325 (h)(1) would require the Under Secretary for Health .

"and-the Assistant Secretary-with responsibility. for operations, pre- - i e gy
paredness, and security to disseminate: the information produced in
the centers to health care providers in the United States::

_ Section 7325 (h)(2) would authorize the Secretary to conduct the - ‘
work of the centers in close coordination with other Federal depart-

of ersons exposed o




: ,to Federal, state, or local-authorities in investigations;: -inquiries;

11
ments and agenc1es and share such 1nf0rmatlon w1th the depart-

ments ‘and ‘agencies. . e
Section. 7325 (i) would: requlre the Secretary to pr0v1de a551stance E

- and data analyses o th are s/of b1olog1ca1 chemlcal or radlo-
- logical threats. " : L :
© - Section 7325 () would allow the Director of a center' w1th the ;

= ‘Secretary’s approval, to'request temporary a551gnment or detail of

- employees from other departments and agencies with expertise to.

© further the mission’of ‘the-center. The: duration: of assignment or
" detail ‘would be subJec to; approval by the Ofﬁce of: ersonnel ‘Man-
kx agement o o

.ment of Defense.”. ..

" Section 7326 (a) of ti
““the Department: of Veterans ‘Affairs and Department of Defenise to -;
" "develop ‘and dlssemlnate 4. serie 3of model education and’ training -
... programs on the medlcal response to the consequences of terrorlst '
activities. ’ ‘ ,
- Section 7326 (b) would requlre the Under Secretary for Health ,
_-in consultation with the Assistant Secretary with responsibility for -
.operations, preparedness and security, to carry out a joint program -

"~ for the Department of Veterans Affairs; and the F. Edward Hebért "

School of Medicine ‘of ‘the:Uniformed Services Umver51ty of theﬁ»u"'» R

. Health Sciences for the: Department of Defense.’

* Section 7326 (c) would ‘Tequire’ that the content’ of the educatmn K
and training program developed be based on programs estabhshed
at'the F. Edward Hebeért. School of Medicine. . L
" Section 7326 (c)" would define the minimum tralmng requ1re- i
“ments for the joint program: l).recognition of chemical, biological,

" and radiological agents; 2) identification of potential symptoms of

those agents;. 3) understandmg the potential long-term health con- o
sequences; 4) emergency -treatment for exposure;:5) appropriate .-
- course of follow-up treatment, supportive care, and referral; 6) pre- :*
‘ventive actions against” contammatmn taken whlle pr0v1d1ng care
for exposure; and 7) information on reporting and seeking consult-

s at1ve support for the suspected or actual.use of those agents.

Section 7326 (d) would require that the programs be designed i
“and disseminated to health professions students, graduate health
~and medical education trainees, and health’ practltloners in a vari-
“ety of fields and of vaious levels of training. :
Section. 7326 (e) would require the Secretaries to consult “with
, representatlves of accrediting, certifying and coordinating organiza- ..
*_tions. in the field of health. prof; s1onsveducat10n in. estabhshmg the B R
Jomt program L ‘ P
- Section 3(a)(2) of the blll would make clencal amendments _
~ Subsection (b) would: require the implementation of this section
. toAbe no later than 90-days after the enactment of the Act..




L g‘eratlons preparedness secunty and law enforcement fiinctions.

. 12,
Sectlon 4(a) would amend sectlon 308(a) of tltle 38, Umted States

.»~Code ‘by-increasing- the number. of Ass1stant Secretanes of Vet- L

..erans. Affairs from six to seven.

- _Subsection . (b).-would- add a new.: 1tem to the hst of functlons
wh1ch the seven Assistant Secretaries: would-be responsible for; op- -

Je tive

- Affairs Apnl 10, 2002

: has: tHe, mfrastructure and. pe rti e,to be a v1ta] and
o ,1ntegral link. in -our Nation’s' Homeland Security efforts.
- We are the largest integrated national health care system
-~ with personnel and facilities in virtually every community
across the U.S. VA has a robust research program and is
. already actively engaged in numerous projects in the areas
- of bio-terrorism and medical emergency preparedness. We .
' "have ‘made ‘tremendous - strides: in. improving our. capacity -
<0 "amtaln operatlons in- the -event -of 'a medical emer-
- -gency by increasing our ability to protect our staff and by
“ 7 providing. education and training. VA’ currently: sponsors -
“th argest medlcal education and health professions train- . -
‘ program in the United States.” Last year, .approxi-
" “mately’ 85,000 health professionals. trained in our medical .-
Lo 'y>fac111t1es VA facilities are -affiliated with almiost 1,400
- ‘medical 'and other allied health care schools. It is impera-
““ tive-that not only VA ‘but-also rion-VA ‘health care pro- -
. viders receive the education and training neéded to become -
vhighly adept at recognizing and responding to both the im- -
.- mediate dnd potential long-term medical needs of individ- -~
" “yals exposed to chemical, biological, radlologlcal ‘and otherﬁ_ o
-;unconventional warfare agents ' '
- ::As-you are aware, under the Federal Response Plan the -
‘ ,A,Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has
+ 7 been designated as lead Federal agency for assessing and -
o ,Vprov1d1ng health and medical services  during medical
. eniergencies.'VA may be, and has in fact been; called upon.
:-to furnish needed medical assistance and related services.
“*“The Executive Office of the President, through the Office -
“of“Homeland"Security (OHS); is currently crafting a com- '’
+ prehensive -coordinated federal policy on- Homeland Secu--
“ority. VA-is actively participating in this OHS effort: It is .
. expected that OHS will deliver this policy to the President -
: vth1s July ‘The precise role and respons1b1ht1es VA wﬂl be -

t..to. the. Comm1ttees regular overs1ght and evaluatmn by the B



- "be consistent with- the chscretmnary spendmg hm't

" and our views on their major provisions.

- ly develop and distribute a series of model educatio

B

. asSigned in the area of Homeland Security- wﬂl b:e‘reyﬂec'ted': o

“in: that policy. We expect that we will-have much.to €O
tribute in this area based on our-depth of expert"
frastructure,.as-alluded to abagve.

Because ‘the: President’s ‘Homeland. Secunty -polic
. :forthcoming; we ‘would:like to work withthe Co'mxmtte

- consistent with the comprehensive federal pla
'Finally, I am ‘very concerned  that carrymg
' posed activities without dedicated: funding co
“ably. diminish; VA’s- ability :to fulfill.its" prim
providing: health ¢are and services to vetéra
families.. These new activities..cannet. be _acc
. within: our. already stretched medical- care:agcour
- cated funding appropriated separately for this effo

President’s budget.
- Having said. this, I would hke to address the bill
--provide a brief explanation . ‘of H:R. 3253 and H

, Mr. Chairman, the-first: bill; H.R. 3254 would’
‘,that the Secretanes of Veterans Affairs and Defense

“training programs to prepare health professionals' to "-re-'
spond to consequences of terrorist activities. The programs’
content would emphasize education and . training in the
recognition of chemical, biological, and radiological dgents- -
“that may be used in terrorist activities and identification -

of the potential symptoms related to use of those agents. : " :
They would -also -focus ‘on: management. of - ¢linical:-conz- -~ -
sequences. of terrorist acts. The education and training pro- :
grams would also be required to ‘address short-term and -
Iong-term health consequences, including psychologlcal o

. fects that may result from exposure to such agents and the .

’ ‘, mental Appropriations Act (Public Law 107-38)." .

. appropriate treatment of those health consequences. In'ad-= " -
dition, the programs must identify ‘measures to be.taken~ -
by health care professionals to: prevent themfrom:suf- .
. fering secondary. contamination or infection while treating
. victims. of a’'national medical emergency. H.R. 3254 .would.: -
. also require that the proposed joint education and training
“ programs be -designed for health professions “studéents;
- graduate medical education trainees, and health practl-a;,,
" tioners in a'variety of fields. £

_ Initial funding for these programs ‘would be authonzed;:‘, o
- from funds made available under the Emergency Supple-‘ Ll

VA strongly supports the goals of H.R. 3254.. ‘The S
- posed training and education activities on national medical”

:" emergencies would complement and. strengthen the cur- - = o

- rent .training: and. education. efforts being.carried out.by - .7
" "HHS through the Health Resources. Administration: and‘, A

~ the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.. SELE
As drafted, the bill provides that DoD would:carry: out,:f

= the joint ‘program: through the F. Edward Hebért School of
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ealth Sciences. We recommend that the Committee con-
“sider placing DoD responsibility for the joint program in

.the: appropriate . policy-level counterpart :to: the - Under
ecretary. for Health. If enacted, the Department projects
ﬁrst-year costs associated with  H.R. 3254 to be

5,065,000. .
ha1rman I next turn to H R 3253 Th1s blll would
the: Secretary to_establish four or more Emergency
ical Preparedness Centers within the Veterans Health
ministration: (VHA). Under the proposal, VA employees:
ould staff-the .proposed Centers,- and the. VHA Head-
juarters. official - responsible  for medical preparedness-
would be responsible for supervising and evaluating the -
enters’ operatlons The- Centers 'would have three specific .
missions. First, they would carry out research and develop
thods “in - detect1on diagnosis, - vaccination, : protection,
ind- treatment for CBR threats-to. the pubhc health ‘and -

dvice to VA and. non-VA healthcare professmnals Third, .
hé Centers would provide contingent rapid response lab.

-+ authorities in the event of a‘national emergency. i
‘H.R: 3253 would require that at least one of the pro-

Medlcme of the Uniformed Serv1ces University of the S

.the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Health Affairs), which™

41,500, with ten-year costs estlmated to be ‘

fety. Second, they would provide education, training, and "

oratory assistance and other assistance to local health care i

. posed Centers focus on chemical threats, another con-.

centrate on: biological threats; and a third on radiological -
hreats. Each.Center would be required to.conduct re-

- particular areaof expertise. To carry out this particular
-mandate, each Center would be authorized to seek funding -
from both public and private sources.

mergency Supplemental Appropriations Act (Public Law
07-38). It would also authorize additional appropriations *

“from funds appropriated for the Medical Care Account and

mounts as the Under Secretary for Health determines ap-
‘propriate to carry out the activities of the Centers.

‘ “that VA’s expertise and infrastructure is needed to help
"~ 'the nation respond to the health consequences of terrorists’
s “use, and- potential use, of CBR agents and other similar
unconventlonal weapons. - However, H.R. 3253 would. also

ivil and law enforcement authorities’ with 1nvest1gat10ns'

.search on improved medical preparedness in that Center’s -

. Finally, the bill would authorize initial fundmg from the i

sand require the Under Secretary for Health to allocate S

the . Medical and Prosthetics  Research - Accounts. such -

~:-We strongly support the goals of H.R. 3253 and beheveik- SR

nthorlze the Secretary to assist: Federal State, and local 4‘

" to protect the public safety and to prevent or obviate CBR-: -’ ;e

~:..related threats. 'Although we have the expertise to.support

. port these needs on an expedlted referral basis.

~Wealso note that the training mission of the Ceénters 1s“v
somewhat s1m11ar to the goals of H:R. 3254 addressed ear-

~such. activities, I believe -we should limit our role to -sup- s



o be reached at 226-2840.

:+ cation and training, and provide” assistance in the-case-of a na- = -

< pitals operated by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). HR.

. to. carry-out a joint program. with the Department . of Defense (DoD):

15

. ~ler. We recommend that the Subcommittee work'to inte-j -
.-grate the 51m11ar tralnlng prov1sxons of the two bills..
Hxep
2T would underscore that any new role or respon51b111t1es R
" .. must be consistent with the overall comprehensive federal::
. strategy on Homeland Security: Moreover, a‘separate ap- -
... propriation consistent with the overall dlscretlonary ‘spend- -
" ing-limits of the President’s budget must be provided. We -
welcome the opportumty to work with the Committee to .
thatend S '

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE COST ESTIMATE

The follow1ng letter was: recelved fri
. Ofﬁce concermng the cost of the report

GRESS;
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE L
Washlngton DC, May 10 2002

) »Hon CHRISTOPHERH SMITH .
Chairman, Committee-on Veterans’ Affazrs 7
House of Representatwes Washington, DC.

‘DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The Congressmnal Budget Ofﬁce has pre- S
pared the enclosed cost estimate for H.R. 3253, the Department of T
. Veterans. Affairs Emergency Preparedness Research Educatlon S e
. and Bio-Terrorism Prevention Act of 2002. T T S
If you wish further details on this estimate, we w111 be pleased-
~ to provide them. The CBO staff contact is Sam Papenfuss -who can

O Smcerely, Lo L CRINPEN
' : Dzrector

Enclosure

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE COST ESTIMATE
» - May 10, 2002 ’ ! :

CHR. 3253 DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS EMERGENCY PRE- o
PAREDNESS RESEARCH, EDUCATION, AND BIO-TERRORISM PREVEN- ..
TION 'ACT .OF 2002, AS ORDERED REPORTED BY THE HOUSE COM- .
" MITTEE ON VETERANS AFFAIRS ON MAY 9, 2002 o : el

SUMMARY.

_H.R. 3253 woutd estabhsh at least four medlcal emergency cen-
‘ters that would carry out research and development, provide edu-."

‘tional emergency with regard to chemical; biological, ‘and radio- -
“‘logical threats. These emergency centers ‘would ‘be located in hos- -

~ 3253 would authorize appropriations of $20:million a year over the"
'2003-2007 period to operate these centers:-As.part-of the require--
ment to provide education and training, the bill would require VA

to develop and disseminate a series-of training programs on the .
- medical responses to terrorist activities. Finally, H.R. 3253 would . -




" increase the number of A531stant Secretarles vv1th1n the VA: from
“six to seven with-the new assistant secretary being responsible for.
operatwns preparedness, security, and law enforcement functions. -
- CBO: estimates that. 1mplem“ ting H.R. 3253.would -cost $12. mil-
hon in 2003 and $87- \ the 2003 -2007. period, assuming
amounts. ‘Because the bill would
; ‘ pay—as-you-go procedures'

“would not ;applyﬂ

‘H.R. 3253 conta

_ dates as defi ed in
'd

" 2004

‘20’05 © 2006~ 2007

' -Spending for VA ‘Medical ‘Emer-
. gency Centers Under.. H. R
3253 .

Authorization Level
.- Estimated Outlays ..

12 16 190 - 20 020

aNo funds were apbpbpr,iate_d for th "‘sg‘ purpoées in 2002.

"0 a0 a0 20 g0



L BASIS OF: ESTIMATE .

* “current law. Under H.R. 3253, VA would- have expanded responsi= @

= bility to-assist with -CBR threats with the creation.of four medical - S
~“emergency centers that would carry out VA’s new responsibilities: .77
"H.R. 3253 would specifically authorize appropriations: of $20 mil- "

+.carry -out the centers’ -activities. Assuming normal delays in-begin-
-ning new programs -and appropriation of the authorized amounts,

. ~'CBO estimates that implementing H.R. 3253 would increase spend-

+., ing'by. $12 million in 2003 and by $87 mllhon over the 2003—2007
e penod

-:centers that would have three different responsibilities. The first
~would be to. conduct. research and development on. detection, d1ag-
-+ nosis; vaceination; protection, and treatment on CBR threats to the
" pubhc health and safety. The second responsibility would be.to pro-

. in conjunction with DoD. The third responsibility would be to pr
vide. contingent rapid response assistance including laboratory as-

LT

VA has some limited respons1b1ht1es to pr0v1de assistatice in the" :
event of a chemical; biological, or radiological (CBR) threat under -

lion: a year over the 2003-2007 period for the operation of these :* i
centers and would authorize the use of other appropriated funds to -

The bill would reqmre that VA estabhsh four med1ca1 emergen

vide training and advice to health care professionals outside of V.

sistance in the event of national emergencies.. e
~.CBO estimates that all of these responsibilities could be carned o

.out for the authorized $20 million a year. Although setup and oper-
. ating costs would come from appropriated funds, the actual costs.

of the research and development would come from public and pri- s
vate research grants. Using information from VA, CBO estimates " , )

“that the cost’of providing education.and training would be about = -
:$5 million a 'yéar. Barring any major national emergencies, CBO - /¢ 2%
. +does not expect that VA would spend more than the $20 m11110n in -
- appropriations specifically authorized in H. R 3253 : :

~ PAY-AS-YOU-GO CONSIDERATIONS None.
“INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND PRIVATE- SECTOR IMPACT

H.R. 3253 contains no 1nterg0vernmental or prlvate sector man- . i
dates as defined in UMRA ‘and would 1mpose no costs on state,

Jlocal, or tribal governments
ESTIMATE PREPARED BY:

Federal Costs: Sam Papenfuss‘ : :
Tmpact on- State, Local, and Tribal Governments Elyse Goldman
Impact on the Private Sector Sally Maxwell o . .

- ESTIMATE APPROVED BY:

Peter H. Fontaine .-+ . o ‘ o
Deputy A5515tant D1rector for Budget Ana1y51s o

‘ STATEMENT OF FEDERAL MANDATES

" The precedlng Congressxonal Budget Office cost estlmate statesf._;i
that the bill contains no intergovernmental.or private sector man-

- dates as deﬁned in the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act



.v”1‘8“

APPLICABILITY TO LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

'104-1, because. the bill would only affect.o
- '»v:,,partment of Veterans Affalrs ~with, Dep‘
s grams or act1v1t1es B ; :

. Assistant Secretariés. Each Assistant Secretary shall be ‘appointed
- by the President, by and with-the advice -and consent of:the Senate:
. (b): The Secretary shall assign to the-Assistant' Secretaries re-":
’ spon51b111ty for the administration of such functions and duties as

tions: = 7
) (1) * K kL
(11) Operatwns, preparedness securzty, and law enforcement, B
functzons v

PART V—BOARDS ADMINISTRATIONS AND
L SERVICES :

§308 A551stant Secretarles, Deputy A551stant Secretanes Ll
:(a) There shall be in the Department niot more ‘than [six] seven e

~ - the Seeretary con51ders appropnate 1nclud1ng the followmg func- e



', 19.;” \

:':"‘ CHAPTER 73—VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION-—
ORGANIZATION AND FUNCTIONS '

: SUBCHAPTER I—ORGANIZATION

: i“aacti‘o'ns_ of _Veterans Health Adrmmst_ratlon:,ln geaeral.

; SUBCHAPTER IK—GENERAL AU'I‘HORITY AND ADMINISTRATION -
Quahty assurance : : :

edica emergency preparedness centers L o S B
: 'Emergency health and medical educatlon Jomt program wzth Department
Dfense - : : . : BT D

,SUBCHAPTER II—GENERAL AUTHORITY AND
’ ADMINISTRATION e >

7325. Medtcal emergency preparedness centers

-(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF CENTERS.—(1) The Secretary shall estab-
2 lish at least four medical emergency preparedness centers in accord-

ance with this section. Each such center shall be established at a .- -

Department medtcal center and shall be staffed by Department em:
loyees
(2) The Under Secretary for Health shall be responstble for super- -
.. 'vising the operation of the centers -established pursuant to this sec-
o ~.tion. The Under Secretary shall provide for ongoing evaluation of"
othe. centers and. their comphance wzth the requirements of this sec-
L..ction. -
, (3). The Under Secretary shall carry out the Under Secretarys ',
functzons under paragraph (2) in consultation with the Assistant
-...:Secretary -for Veterans Affairs. thh responszbzlzty for operatzons :
preparedness, and: securzty
" (b) MISSION.—The mission of the centers shall be—
v (1) to carry out research on and develop methods of detectLon
" .- diagnosis,. vaccination, protection, and treatment for chemLcal
N bl?_loglcal and radtologzcal threats to the publlc health and
.. safety; . '
7 {2) to provzde educatwn trazmng, and advzce to health -care
- professionals, “including health-care professwnals outsxde the
Veterans Health Administration; and. :
'(3) to provide contingent raptd response laboratory assistance
" _and other assistance to local health care authortttes in the event
" of m-national emergency. -
(c) CENTER DIRECTORS.—Each center shall have a Dzrector with -
44)) expertise in managing organizations that deal with threats re-
ferred to in subsection (b), (2) expertise in providing care to popu-
.. lations exposed to toxic substances, or (3) stgmf cant research expe- '
* ““rience’in those fields. . '
" (d) ‘SELECTION. OF CENTERS —(1) The Secretary shall select the
. 'sites for the centers on the basis of a competitive selection process
and a ﬁndmg under paragraph (2). The centers selected shall be lo-,




- sponsibility for operations, preparedness; and security, that the: fa-

‘ reasonably be anticipated to develop) each of:the following:
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“cated in. different regions of the'Nation,, and ‘any such center may - sl
be a consortium of efforts of more than one:-medical center: At least” = -~

one of the centers shall be established to concentrate on chemical -
threats, at least one shall be established to-concentrate on biological
threats and at least one shall be establtshed to’ concentrate on radL- v
ologzcal threats. e
- (2) The finding referred to in paragraph (1) thh respect toa pro-
posal for designation of a site as :a location of a center-under this
section is a finding by the Secretary, upon the recommendations of
“the Under Secretary for Health and the Assistant Secretary with: re-

-cility or facilities submitting the proposal’have-developed  (or may~

- (A) An arrangement ‘with a:qualifying medical- school and e’

- qualifying school of public health. (or a consortium..of. such..

“.schools) under which physzctans and other: persons in the
health field receive education and-training through the partici:

pating Department medical centers so. as to -provide those per-.: S

“sons with training in the diagnosis and treatment of illnesses’
induced by exposures to toxins, including chemical and bzologl-
cal substances and nuclear ionizing radiation. L

. (B) An arrangement with an accredited graduate program of :
'epLdemLology under which students receive education and train-
‘ing in epidemiology through the participating Department fa-
cilities so as to provide such_students with training in the epi-.
demiology of contagious and infectious diseases and chemical
_and radiation poisoning in an exposed. population. : .

(C) An arrangement under which nursing, social work, coun-
seling, or allied health personnel and students receive training

“and education in recognizing and.caring. for. conditions associ- -

ated with exposures to toxins through the partzczpatmg Depart-
ment facilities: .
(D) The ability to attract scientists who have made SLgnzfcant
- contributions to the development of innovative approaches to the
detection, diagnosis, vaccination,. protection, or treatment of per-
sons exposed to chemical, bzologtcal or radlologtcal substances
3 For purposes ofparagraph 2)A)— " =
" (A) a qualifying medical -school  is ‘an accredited medzcal
school that provides education and training in toxicology and
environmental health hazards and with which one or more of
“the participating Department medical centers is affiliated; and . .-
(B) a qualifying school of public health is an accredited =
- school of public health that provides education and training in. -
toxicology and environmental health hazards and with which
"one or more of the participating Department medlcal centers is
. affiliated. .
(e) FUNDING.—(1) Amounts appropriated for the activities of the
centers shall be appropriated separately from. amounts- approprtated
» for the Department for medical care.
(2) There are authorized to be appropriated for the centers under
‘this section $20,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2003 through 2007."
(3) In addition to funds appropriated for a fiscal year pursuant
~to the authorization of -appropriations in paragraph (2), the Under
Secretary for Health shall allocate to such: centers from other funds '



v - improved.. medical

. ‘the.Secretary andthe Unde
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, ;approprtated for that ﬁscal ‘year. generally for the Department of o
.-Veterans -Affairs medical .care.account and the Department of Vet-
_erans Affairs ~medical - and . prosthetics research account such
-amounts as-the Under Secretary for.Health determines appropriate

.- to carry-out the purposes:of this section. Any determination by the
" Under Secretary under the preceding sentence shall be.made in-con--

sultation with the Assistant Secretary wzth responstbtltty for oper-

< _ations, -préparedness, and security.

(f) RESEARCH ACGTIVITIES.~—Each center ‘shall conduct research on
’ reparedness to protect the Nation from threats
tise. Each center may- seek research

n-the.aréa of tha;

“funds from public and'prwate sources for such purpose.

(g). PEER REVIEW, PANEL.~(1) In order to provide advice to assist
ecretary for Health to carry out their
ion, the Under Secretary shall estab-
Gssessthe scientific and clinical merit

responsibilities. under this
lish a peer review “panel

" of proposals that are submitted. to the Secretary for the designation -
... of centers under this; séction.: The peer review shall be established -
" in‘consultation with the Assistant Secretary with responstbzltty for
... operations, preparedness and security.

(2). The peer. review panel shall include: experts in the felds of tox-
Lcologlcal research, . bio-hazards management education and train-

B _ing, radiology, clinical care of patients exposed to such hazards, and .

other persons as determined appropriate by the Secretary. Members

of the panel shall serve as.consultants to the Department. . . -
(3) The panel shall review each proposal submitted to the panel

by the officials referred to.in paragraph (1) .and. shall submit to. the

~Under Secretary for Health. its views on the relative scientific and
" elinical merit of each such proposal. The panel shall specifically de-
" termine with respect to each such proposal whether that proposal is
“among - those proposdls which have met the highest competttwe

standards: of scientific and clinical merit.

. (4) The panel shall not be subject to the Federal Advtsory Com--. - :
-, mittee Act (5 U.8.C. App.).

" (h) RESEARCH PRODUCTS. —(1) The Under Secretary for Health
and the Assistant Secretary with responsibility for operations; pre-

. paredness, and security shall ensure that information produced by
- the research, education and training, and clinical activities of cen-

ters’ established under this section is made available, as appro-
priate, to health-care providers in the United States. Dissemination

B ‘of suchinformation shall be made through publications, through

programs of continuing medical and related education provided
through regional medical education centers under subchapter VI of

‘chapter 74 of this title, and through other means. Such programs

of continuing medical educatzon shall receive priority in the award .

.. 'of funding.

(2) The Secretary shall ensure that the work of the centers is con-
ducted in close coordination. with other Federal departments and
agencies and that research products or other information of the cen-

- ters shall. be coordmated and shared with - other Federal depart-
s ments and agencies: -

" (1) ASSISTANCE TO: OTHER AGENCIES ——The Secretary may. provtde
asststance requested by appropriate” Federal, State, and local civil’

and criminal authorities in. investigations, inquiries, and data anal-



".United States who have expertise that would further the mission of .

22

g yses as necessary to protect the public safety and prevent or: obvtate '4
biological, chemical, or radiological threats.
() DETAIL OF: EMPLOYEES FROM ' OTHER AGENCIES. —Upon ap
proval by the Secretary, the Director of a center may request the: -
temporary assignment or detail to the center, on a nonreimbursable .-
_ basis, .of employees from -other Departments and agencies of the

" the center. Any such employee may be so assigned or detailed on o -
nonreimbursable basis pursuant to such a request. The duration of -

any such assignment or detail shall be subject to approval by the
+Office of Personnel Management :

: §7326' Emergency health and medwal educatlon Jomt pro
: gram with Department of Defense -

(a) JOINT EDUCATION PROGRAM.—The Secretary and t ¢
retary of Defense shall carry out a joint program to develop, and dis-
- seminate a series of model education and training programs.on the.

medical responses to the' consequences of terrorist activities. Th S
" Secretaries shall enter into dan agreement fora partnershtp to: tmple- i
ment the joint program. BT
- (b) IMPLEMENTING ENTITIES. ——thhm the Department of Veterans : ,
~Affairs, the joint program: shall be carried out through the. Under: ... . . ...
Secretary for Health, in consultation with the Assistant Secretary of
Veterans Affairs with responsibility for operations, preparedness;. .
.. "and.security. 'Within the Department of Defense, the joint program -

. shall be carried out through the F. Edward Hebért School of Medi-
cine of the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences. .

(¢c) CONTENT OF PROGRAMS.—The education and. training pro-.
~grams developed under the joint program shall be based on pro-

grams established at the F. Edward Hebért School of Medicine and .-~
shall include, at a minimum, training for health care professtonals G
in the followmg
(). Recognition of ‘chemical, bwlogtcal “and radtologtcal, o
agents that may be used in terrorist activities. :
(2) Identification of the potential symptoms of those agents L
(3)° Understanding of the potential long-term  health: ‘con- .
sequences, including psychologtcal effects, resultmg from expo- _
"sure to those agents.
(4) Emergericy treatment for exposure to those agents :
(5) An appropriate course of followup treatment supportwe o
care, and referral. SR
(6) Actions that can be taken while provzdlng care for expo-_ .
sure to those agents to protect against contamination. . -
(7) Information on how to seek consultative support. and to ret
port suspected or actual use of those agents. - .
(d) POTENTIAL TRAINEES.—In designing the education and train-
ing programs -under this section;, the Secretaries shall ensure that
. different programs are designed f()r health-care professionals at var-
tous levels. The programs shall be designed to be disseminated to.
health professions students, graduate health and. medical educatton ‘
trainees, and health practitioners in a variety of flelds. . e i o
(e} CONSULTATION —In establishing the joint education and tram- "
ing program under this section, the two Secretaries shall consult
" with appropriate representatives of accrediting, certifying, and co-. .
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_supervising the operation

®nz 1F1undrzd o%mmth @nngrzzs
| of the
clklmtzd o%tatzs of Szlmmca

AT T’HE SECOND SESSION

Begun and hetd at ‘the”City of vWashtngto’n on Wednesday,
- the twenty-third day of January, two thousand and two -

ma

To amend tltle 38, United States Code, to enhance emergency preparedness of
the Department of Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the:United States of Americain. Congress assembled
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. : ‘

This Act may be cited as the “Department of Veterans Affairs
Emergency Preparedness Act of 2002”.

SEC 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF MEDICAL EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
CENTERS AT DEPARTMENT OF VETER.ANS AFFAIRS MED-
-ICAL CENTERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—(1) Subchapter IT of chapter 73 of title 38,

United States Code is amended by addlng at the end the followmg_

new sectlon

“§ 7325. Medlcal emergency preparedness centers

“(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF CENTERS.—(1) The Secretary shall
establish four medical emergency preparedness centers in accord-
ance with this section. Each such center shall be established at
a Department medical center and shall be staffed by Department

-~ employees.

- “(2Y The Under Secretaréy for Health shall be responsible for

the centers est:blished under this

section. The Under Secretary shall provide for-ongoing evaluation

of the centers and their comphance w1th ‘the- requlrements of this
section,

-“(8) The Under Secretary shall carry out the Under Secretary’s

 functions under paragraph (2) in consultation with the Assistant

Secretary of Veterans Affairs with responsibility for operations,
preparedness, security, and law enforcement functions.

“(b) MissiON.—The mission of the centers shall be as follows '

“(1) To carry out research on, and to develop methods

- of detection, diagnosis, prevention, 'and treatment of injuries,

- diseases, and illnesses arising from the use of chemical,

biological, radiological, incendiary or other explosive weapons
or devices posing threats to the public health and safety.

“(2) To provide education, training, and advice to health _

care professionals, including health care professionals outside
the Veterans Health Administration, through the National Dis-
aster Medical System established pursuant to section 2811(b)
of the Public' Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh-11(b)) or
through interagency agreements entered into by the Secretary
for that purpose
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%3) In the event of a disaster or emergency referred to .

“in section 1785(b) of this title, to provide such laboratory,
- epidemiological, medical, or other assistance as the Secretary
considers appropriate to Federal, State, and local health care
agencies and personnel involved in or responding to the disaster

- or emergency. L ‘

- %(¢) SELECTION OF CENTERS.—(1) The Secretary shall select

the sites for the centers on the basis of a competitive selection
rocess. The Secretary may not designate a site as a location
or-a center under this section unless the Secretary makes a finding
under paragraph (2) with respect to the proposal for the designation

- of such site. To the maximum extent practicable, the Secretary
shall ensure the geographic dispersal ofp the sites throughout the
United States. Any such center may be a consortium of efforts
of more than one medical center. " - - , :

- “2) A finding by the Secretary referred to in paragraph (1)
with respect to a proposal for designation of ‘a site as a location
of a center under this section is a finding by the Secretary, upon
the recommendations of the Under Secretary for Health and the
. Assistant Secretary with responsibility for operations, preparedness, .
security, and law enforcement functions, that the facility or facilities
submitting the proposal have developed (or may reasonably be
anticipated to develop) each of the following: ~ '

. “(A) An arrangement with a qualifying medical school and-

a qualifying school of public h_ea?
schools) under which physicians and other persons in the health -
field receive education and training through the participating

‘Department medical facilities so as to provide those persons.

th (or a consortium of such -

“with training in the detection, diagnosis, prevention, and-treat-

“ment of injuries, diseases, and illnesses induced by exposures
to chemica{ and biological substances, radiation, and incendiary
or other explosive weapons or devices. e e
-“B) An arrangement with a graduate school specializing
in epidemiology under ‘which students receive education and
training in epidemiology through the participating Department
facilities so as to provide such students with training in the
~epidemiology of contagious and infectious diseases and chemical
"’ and radiation poisoning in an exposed population.. IR
- “C) An arrangement under which nursing, social work,
counseling, or allied health personnel and students receive
" training and education in recognizing and caring for conditions-
‘associated with exposures to toxins through the participating
Department facilities.
“(D) The ability to attract scientists who have made signifi-
cant contributions to.the development of innovative approaches

to the detection, diagnosis, prevention, or treatment of injuries, = o

" diseases, and illnesses arising from the use of chemical,
biological, radiological, incendiary or other explosive weapons’
or devices posing threats to the public health and safety.

~ “(8) For purposes of paragraph (2)(A)— ‘ R :

“(A) a qualifying medical school is an accredited medical
school that provides education and training in toxicology and

_environmental health hazards and with which one or more
of (tl‘,he participating Department medical centers is affiliated;
an : : : , g

“(B) a qualifying school of public health is an accredited

school of public health that provides education and training
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" in tox1cology and enwronmental health hazards and w1th whlch

.one or more of the partlclpatmg Department medical centers

“ig affiliated.

“(d) RESEARCH ACTIVITIES —Each center shall conduct research
on ' 1mproved ‘medical preparedness to protect the Nation from -

threats in the area of that center’s expertise. Each center may

- seek research funds from pubhc and pnvate sources for such-pur-

. pose.

“tinuing ‘medical and related education provided through regional

medical education centers under subchapter VI of chapter 74 of -
this title, and through other means. Such programs of continuing
- medical education shall receive priority’in the award of funding.

“(2) The Secretary' shall ensure that the work of the centers

- “is conducted in close coordination with other Federal departments
““.and’ agencies and that research products or other information of
the centers shall be coord;nated -and shared w1th other Federal

-departments and agencies.

- “(f) COORDINATION: OF ACTIVITIES. —The Secretary shall take
S approprlate actions to ensure that the work of each center is carned 3
o out— ’

security; and

142) after taklng mto conmderatlon apphcable recommenda—.

. -tions of the working group on the prevention, preparedness,
- and response to bioterrorism -and other vpublic health -emer-
- gencies established under section 319F(a). of the Public Health
- Service Act (42 U.S.C. 247d-6(a)) or any other joint interagency

advisory group .or committee designated by the President or

the President’s designee to coordmate Federal research on -

~weapons of mass destruction.
, “(g) ASSISTANCE TO OTHER AGENCIES. ——The Secretary ‘may pro-
vide assistance requested by approprlate Federal, State, ‘and local

~civil and criminal authorities in investigations, inquiries, and data
- analyses as necessary to protect the public safety and prevent

or obviate biological, chemical, or radiological threats.

“(h) DETAIL" OF EMPLOYEES FroM 'OTHER 'AGENCIES. —Upon' -

~approval by the Secretary, the Director of a center may request

e . the temporary assignment or detail to the center, on a nonreimburs- '

“able basis, of employees from other departments and agencies of
the United States who have expertisé that would further the mission

of the center. Any such employee may be so assigned or detailed : |

. on a nonreimbursable basis pursuant to such a request.

" %) FUNDING.—(1) Amounts appropriated for the act1v1t1es of
‘the centers under this section shall be appropriated separately -
from amounts :appropr‘iated for the Department for medical care. -

“(e) DISSEMINATION OF RESEARCH PRODUCTS —(1) The Under
Secretary for Health and the Assistant Secretary with responsibility .
" for ‘operations, preparedness, security, and law enforcement func---
“tions shall ensure that information produced by the research, edu-
_cation- and. training, and clinical activities of centers established
- under this section is made available, as appropriate, to health-.

- care providers'in the United States. Dlssemmatlon of such informa-
tion shall be made through publications, through programs of con- . -

(1) in close coordination w1th the Department of Defense;

‘the Department of Health and Human Services, and other -
. departments, agencies, ‘and elements of the Government
charged with coordmatmn of plans for United States homeland :

S
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L “(2) In addltlon to funds appropnated for a fiscal year spemﬁ- '
cally for the activities of the centers pursuant to paragraph (1),
. the Under Secretary for Health shall allocate to sucg centers from SR
" other funds appropriated for that fiscal year generally for the . .~
Department medical care account and the Department medical
- and prosthetics research account such amounts as: the Under Sec-
" retary determines appropriate to carry out the purposes of this
section. Any determination by the Under Secretary under the pre-
ceding sentence shall be made in consultation with the Assistant
Secretary with responsibility for operations, preparedness, secunty,' '
and law enforcement functions. = . RN
{7 %8) There .are authorized tc be appropnated for the centers SRS
i 121nder this sectmn $20,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2003 through» S
1 ; 007 ” " "
(2) The table of sectlons at the begmnmg of such chapter
i ‘amended by inserting after the item relatmg to section 7324'
 the following new item: : , :

"‘7325 Medical’ emergency preparedness centers

. (b) PEER REVIEW FOR DESIGNATION OF CENTERS —(1) In order .
'~ to agsist the Secretary of Veterans Affairs and the Under Secretary = =
- of Veterans Affairs for Health in selecting sites for centers under
section 7325 of title 38, United States Code, as added by subsection .
. (a); the Under Secretary shall establish a peer review: panel to*
~ assess the scientific and clinical merit of proposals that are sub-
. mitted to the Secretary for the designation of such centers. The
peer review panel shall be established in consultation with the:
. Assistant Secretary of Veterans Affairs with responsibility for oper-
" ations, preparedness, secunty, and law enforcement functions. -
\ (2) The peer review panel shall include experts in the fields
of toxicological research, infectious diseases, radiology, clinical care
- of patients exposed to such hazards, and other -persons -as deter- "
" ‘mined appropriate by the Secretary. Members of the panel shall
serve as consultants to the Department of Veterans Affairs. . .
-7 (3) The panel shall review each proposal submitted to the
- “panel by the officials referred to in paragraph ( 1) and shall submit
;- to the Under Secretary for Health its views on the relative scientific
~and clinical merit of each such proposal. The panel shall specifically -
determine with respect to each such proposal whether that proposal -
-is ‘among those proposals which have met the: hlghest competltlve
standards of scientific and clinical merit. .
‘ (4). The panel shall not be subJect to the Federal Adv1sory :
‘ Commlttee Act (6 U. S.C. App.).. ’

' SEC 3. EDUCATION AND- TRAINING PROGRAMS "ON - MEDICAL T
- 'RESPONSES TO. CONSEQUENCES OF TERRORIST ACTIVI
o ‘TIES. o
" (a) IN GENERAL. ——(1) Subch é)ter II of chapter 73 of tltle 38,

United States Code, is amended by adding after sectlon 7325
as added by section 2(a)(1), the following new section: :

“‘§ 7326 Educatlon and trammg programs on medlcal-_:,
o  response to consequences. of terrorlst activities *

: “(a) EDUCATION PROGRAM.—The Secretary shall ca out a
program to develop and disseminate a series of model nXucatmn
and training programs on the medlcal responses to the consequences
of terronst activities.
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© . “(b) IMPLEMENTING OFFICIAL—The program shall be carried
out through the Under Secretary for Health, in consultation with

~ -the Assistant Secretary of Veterans Affairs with responsibility for

operations, preparedness, security, and law enforcement functions.

- “(c) CONTENT OF PROGRAMS.—The education and training pro- )

grams developed under the program shall be modelled after pro- .
- grams established at the F. Edward Hebért School of Medicine -

of the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences and - .

shall include, at a minimum, trammg for health care professmnals :
1n the following: '
“(1) Recognition of chem1ca1 biological, radlologlcal incen- .
diary, or other explosive agents, weapons, or devices that may
be used in terrorist activities. .
_ “(2) Identification of the potent1a1 symptoms of exposure
to those agents.
. -“(8) Understanding of the potent1a1 long-term health con-
~ sequences, including psychological effects, resulting from expo- -
- sure to those agéents, weapons, or devices. :

“(4) Emergency treatment for exposure to those agents, .

weapons, or devices,
. “(5). An appropriate course of followup treatment ‘sup-
portive care, and referral,
: “(8) Actlons that can be taken while prov1d1ng care for
- exposure to those agents, weapons, or devices to protect against
‘contamination, injury, or other hazards fromsuch exposure.
" “(D) Information on how to seek consultative support and
-to report suspected or actual use of those agents. ,
. “(d) POTENTIAL TRAINEES.—In designing the education and
trammg programs under this section, the Secretary shall ensure
~“that different programs are designed for health- -care professionals
in Department medical centers. The programs shall be designed

to be disseminated to health professions students, graduate health . ’

. and medical educatxon tramees, and health practltxoners ina vanety.
of fields. -
: “(e) CONSULTATION.—In estabhshmg educatlon and trammg

~ programs under this section, the Secretary shali consult with appro-

priate representatlves of accredltmg, certifying, and coordmatmg
organizations in the field of health professions education.”.

‘ (2) The. table of sections at the beginning of such chapter~
is amended by inserting after the item relating to section 7325

as added by sectwn 2(a)(2), the following new item:

. “7326 Educatxon and trammg programs on medital response to consequences of ter-
R rorlst activities.”

(b) EFFECTIVE DA’I‘E ~—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall

» 1rnp1ement section 7326 of title 38, United States Code, as added -

by subsection (a), not later than the end of the 90-day penod .
beginning on the date. of the enactment of this Act. ' ‘

SEC 4. AUTHORITY TO FURNISH HEAL’I‘H CARE DURING MAJOR DISAS .
‘ "TERS AND MEDICAL EMERGENCIES,

(a) IN GENERAL—(1) Subchapter VIII of chapter 17 of txtleh"
‘38 United: ‘States Code, is amended by addmg at the end the
followmg new sectlon v
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48 1785 Care and services durmg certain dlsasters and emer-
gencies

“(a) AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE HOSPITAL CARE AND MEDICAL
SERVICES. —During 'and immediately following a disaster or emer-
gency referred to in subsection (b), the Secretary may furnish hos-
pital care and medical services to individuals responding to,
involved in, or otherwise -affected by that disaster or emergency.
- . “(b) COVERED DISASTERS AND EMERGENCIES.—A disaster or
emergency referred to in this subsectlon is any disaster or emer-
gency as follows: -

“(1) A major disaster or emergency declared by the Pre51-
dent under the Robert B. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U'S.C. 5121 et seq.). -: -

“2) A disaster or emergency in which the National Disaster -
Medical System established pursuant to section 2811(b) of the.
Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh-11(b)) is activated
by the Secretary of Health and Human Services under para-
1graph (8)(A) of that section or as otherwise authonzed by -~
aw :

“(¢) APPLICABILITY TO ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE VET-
ERANS.—The Secretary may furnish care and services under this
section to an individual described in subsection (a) who is a veteran
without regard to whether that individual is enrolled in the system
of patient enrollment under section 1705 of this title. :

¢ “(d) REIMBURSEMENT FROM OTHER FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS AND -

AGENCIES.—(1) The cost of any care or services furnished under
this section to an officer or employee of a department or agency
of the United States other than the Department or to a member’
_of the Armed Forces shall be reimbursed at such rates as may
be agreed upon by the Secretary and the head of such department
or agency or the Secretary concerned, in the case of a member.
- of the Armed Forces, based on the cost of the care or serv1ce
furnished. k
. %2) Amounts received by the Department under this subsectlon .
~ shall be credited to the Medical Care Collectlons Fund under section
1729A of this title.
"+ < “(e) REPORT TO CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT'I‘EES ——Wlthln 60 days

of the commencement of a disaster or emergency referred to in. -

subsection (b) in which the Secretary furnishes care and services
under this section (or as soon thereafter as is practicable), the -
“Secretary shall submit. to the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs -
of the Senate and the House of Representatives a report on the-
Secretary’s allocation of facilities and personnel in order to furnish
such care and services.

“(f) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall prescnbe regulatlons
. governing the exercise of the authority of the Secretary under
'thls section.”

(2) The table of sections at the beginning of that chapter is
amended by adding at the end the following new item:

“1785. Care and services durmg certain disasters and emergencies.”

(b) MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES ON ACTIVE DUTY —Sectlon ,
8111A(a) of such title is amended—
(1) by redesignating paragraph (2) as paragraph (4)
(2) by designating the second sentence of paragraph (1)
- as paragraph (3); and
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(3) by msertmg between paragraph (1) and paragra h (3)
as designated by paragraph 2) of this subsectlon the fol owmg '
‘new paragraph
“(2)(.2) During ‘and immediately following a disaster or emer-

ﬁency referred to in sub{)aragraph (B), the Secretary may furnish
ospital care and medical services to members of the Armed Forces

~onactive duty respondlng to or involved in that disaster or emer-

enc
‘y(B) A disaster or emergency referred to in thls subparagraphf

- is any disaster or emergency as follows: :
“(i) ‘A major disaster or emergency declared b the Presi-

‘dent under the Robert B. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer--
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.). '

‘(ii) A disaster or.emergency in which the Natlonal Disaster
Medical System established pursuant to section 2811(b) of the
Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh-11(b)) is activated .

- by the Secretary of Health and Human Services under para-
,Fraph (3)(A) of that section or as otherwxse authorized by~
aw

' SEC 5. INCREASE IN NUMBER OF ASSISTANT SECRETARIES OF VET o

ERANS AFFAIRS,

“(a) INCREASE ~—Subsection (a) of sectlon 308 of title 38 Umted
States Code, 1s amended by stnkmg ‘six” m the first sentence -
and msertmg seven”, -

(b) FUNCTIONS. —Subsection (b) of such sectlon is amended by
addmg at the end the following new paragraph:

“11) Operatlons preparedness, secunty, and law enforce-
ment functions.”.

(c) NUMBER OF 'DEPUTY. ASSISTANT SECRETARIES.—Subsection

(db(l) of such section is amended by. strlkmg “18” and 1nsert1ng -
'}“1 tt

(d)‘CONFORMING AMENDMENT —Section 5315 of t1tle 5 United

‘States Code, -is amended by striking “(6)” after “Assistant Secre-
- taries, Department of Veterans Affairs” and msertmg “«my.

SEC 6. CODIFICATION OF DUTIES OF SECRETARY OF VETERANS‘
AFFAIRS RELATING TO EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS.

- (a) IN- GENERAL. —(1) Subchapter I of chapter 81 of title 38
Umted States Code 1s amended by addmg at the end the followmg
new section:

“§ 8117. Emergency preparedness

"+ “(a) READINESS .OF DEPARTMENT MEDICAL CENTERS. —-(1) The
Secretary shall take appropriate actions to provide for the readiness
of Department medica ll) centers to protect the patients and staff
of ‘such centers from chemical or blologlcal attack or otherwise:

_’to ‘respond to such an attack so as to enable such centers to :
. fulfill their obligations -as part of the Federal response to pubhc'
"~ health emergencies.

“(2) Actions under paragraph (1) shall 1nclude—— '

-“(A) the provision of decontamination equipment and per- :
sor(xial protection equlpment at Department medical centers;
an

“B) the provision of tralmng in the use of such equlpment
to staff of such centers.

“(b) SECURITY AT DEPARTMENT MEDICAL AND RESEARCH FACILI-
TIES.—(1) The Secretary shall take appropriate actions to provide °
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for the security of Departnié'nt inedical centers and research facili-

ties, including staff and patients at such centers and facilities.

“2)'In taking actions under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall

take into account the results of the evaluation of the security

needs ‘at Department- medical  centers and research facilities:
required by section 154(b)(1) of the Public Health Security and
Bioterrorism Preparedness and Response Act of 2002 (Public Law

107-188; 116 Stat. 631), including the results of such evaluation

- relating to the following needs: - . o =
“(A) Needs for the protection of patients and medical staff
during emergencies, including a chemical or biological attack

-_or other terrorist attack: '

“B) Needs, if any, for screening personnel 'engagéd in

 research relating to biological pathogens or agents, including
- work associated with such research. - i Ll

“C) Needs. for securing’ laboratories or other facilities =

engaged in research relating to biological pathogens or agents.

() TRACKING OF PHARMACEUTICALS AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES '
AND EQUIPMENT.—The Secretary shall develop and maintain a cen-

‘tralized system for tracking the current location and availability
~ of pharmaceuticals, medical ‘suﬁplies, and medical equipment
throughout the Department health

- ‘supplies, and equipment for a variety of purposes, including
- response to a chemical or biological attack or other terrorist attack.

“d) TRAINING.—The Secretary shall ensure that the Depart- |

ment medical centers, in consultation with the accredited medical
school affiliates of such medical centers, develop and implement

_curricula to train resident physicians and health care personnel -

- in medical matters relating to biological, chemical, or radiological

R attacks or attacks from an incendiary’or other explosive weapon.

“(e) PARTICIPATION IN NATIONAL DISASTER MEDICAL SYSTEM.—
(1) The Secretary shall establish and maintain a training program
to facilitate the participation of the staff of Department medical
centers, and of the community partners of such centers, in the

National Disaster Medical System established pursuant to section
2811(b) of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh—11(b))."

- “2) The Secretary shall establish and maintain the training

- program under paragraph (1) in accordance with the recommenda-

‘tions of the working group on the prevention, preparedness, and
response to bioterrorism and other public health emergencies estab-
lished under section 319F(a) of the Public Health Service Act (42
U.S.C. 247d-6(a)).. - ‘

. “(8) The Secretary shall establish éhd ‘maintain the traininé '
program under paragraph (1) in consultation with the following:

“(A) The Secretary of Defense: :

“(B) The Secretary of Health and Human Services. = = -
A “(C) The Director. of the Federal Emergency Management
gency. T T s ‘ -

- “(f) MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELING.—(1) With respect to activi- -
ties conducted by personnel serving at Department medical centers,

the Secretary shall develop and maintain various strategies for

providing mental health counseling and assistance, including coun- - :

seling and assistance for post-traumatic -stress disorder, following

a bioterrorist attack or ot%

lowing persons: = : ‘
“(A) Veterans. :

care system in order-to permit -
‘the ready identification and utilization of such pharmaceuticals,

er public health emergency to the fol-
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“B) Local and community emergency response providers.

“(C) Active duty military personnel. °

“(D) Individuals seeking care at Department med1ca1 cen-
 ters.

: “2) The strategles under paragraph (1) shall mclude the fol
“lowing:
“(A) Training and certlficatlon of prov1ders of mental health
counseling and assistance.
“(B) Mechanisms for coordlnatmg the provision of mental
health counseling and assistance to emergency response. pro-
viders referred to in paragraph (1). ‘
“(3) The Secretary shall develop and maintain the strategies
under paragraph (1) in consultation with the Secretary of Health
and Human Services, the American Red Cross, and the working
group referred toin subsection (e)(2).”.

F2) The table of sections at the beginning of such chapter
 is amended by inserting after the item relatmg to section 8116
the following new item: :

“8117 Emergency preparedness.”. '

, - (b) REPEAL OF CODIFIED PROVISIONS. —Subsectxons (a) (b)(2),
(c) (d); (e), and (f) of section 154 of the Public Health Secunt
; and Bioterrorism Preparedness and Response Act of 2002 (Pubhc
“Law 107-188; 38 U.S.C. note prec. 8101) are repealed. . :
(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Subsection (g) of such section
is amended—
(1) in paragraph (1), by inserting “of section 8117 of title
38, United States Code” after “subsectlon (a)”; and
(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘subsections (b) through
(f)” and inserting “subsection (b)(1) of this section and sub-
sections (b) through (f) of sectlon 8117 of title 38, Umted‘
_,States Code”.

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

- Vice Preszdent of 1 the Unzted States and
- ; Preszdent of the Senate
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

 ‘October 31, 2002

THE DIRECTOR

S MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

- SUBJECT Enrolled BIH H. R 2245 - Rehef of Anisha Goveas Fotl‘ o |
o Sponsor - Rep Lantos (D) Cahforma \ '

Last Day for Action - -

November 6, 2002 ,—’Wédnesday
| Purpose
Makes Anisha Goveas Fotl ehglble for an 1mm1grant visa or for adJustment of her status

to "1awfu1 permanent resident.”

Agency Recommendations: R o L

Ofﬁce of Management and Budget B o | Approval
Department of Justice - R | Approval
Department of State -~~~ ~ No objectlon (Informally)

Discussion

Accordmg to the report of the House Jud1c1ary Commlttee on H.R. 2245, 'Anisha Goveas :

* - Foti, who was bomn in India, was a travel agent for World Travel Service in Bahrain assigned to

the travel office at the American Embassy in Manama, Bahrain, in 1999. While working at the

Embassy, she met her future hisband, Seth Foti, an. American citizen who was a diplomatic

courier for the State Department. In June 2000, after fulfilling the waiting period required by the -

‘State Department for a marriage between a U.S. citizen in the foreign service and a foreign

national, the couple was married. Mr. Foti then filed a petition and application on behalf of -

~ Anisha for her to become a permanent resident. The next step in the process — an interview for

approval of her petition for conditional permanent residence — was never scheduled before

~ Mr. Foti was kllled in an alrplane crash in August 2000, wh11e on his first a531gnment asa -
“courier. : :




~ Under Immigration and Nationality Act regulations, in the event of the untimely death of
* a sponsoring spouse, the surviving spouse may self petition for permanent residence, but only if
~ the couple had been married for at least two years. Waivers to. this provision are routinely given,
but only if a petition for conditional permanent residence has been approved prior to the death.

- The enrolled bill would allow Anisha Goveas Foti two years from the enactment of the
bill to file an application, with appropriate fees, for an immigrant visa or for adjustment of status.
- Once Mrs. Foti is granted a visa or permanent residence, the number of immigrant visas made

‘available to India, the place of Mrs Foti's bmh would be reduced by one, elther in that fiscal
year or the following one. :

Conclusion and Recomme'ndations S , ’

We join] ustice in recommendmg approval of HR. 2245 Wthh passed both the House
and the Senate by unanimous consent.

AT Bororna 9. |
"~ Mitchell E Daniels, Jr.

~ Director
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Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 62702



NOU-B1-2082 13:56 P v . o 282 456 @387  P.B1/06

OFFICE OF THE VICE: PRESIDENT
" WASHINGTON

November 1, 2002

MEMORANDUM FOR JAMES JUKES
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, OMB

FROM: JONATHAN BURK | .
| DEPUTY STAFF SECRETARY TO THE VICE PRESIDENT

'SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.R. 3253 — Department of Veterans
: Affairs Emergency Preparedness Act of 2002

The Office of the Vlce President has reviewed the above-referenced
draft and has no objection to the Pres1dent signing the enrolled bill.

cc:  Harriet Miers
Staff Secretary
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