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SUBJECT,: .. ·· _·_Emoll¢d:BiilH,R. 3:~j8;·:veterans·ofForeigTi::WarsCharter Amendments .. _·. 
'' . Spom!ors - ~~P~~ ·c1tris1:oplier Smith-(R) 'New: J er'sey and 7 others. ·._ · -. . : 
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. ·. . . ·.' ,Pep:riitS veterans who re(;eived spe~~aLP,ayfqr·service subject to hostile fire otiminlnerit 
· danger to be eligible to join the Veterans of.Foreign Wars (VFW) and.recognizes that a purpose 
of the VFW is charitable work. . . · .. 

. . ,.,_': .~- . ·-. 

_·Agency Recommendations ~- .. ''.. 

"": .. .-

Offi.ce of Management and 13.ud,ge~ 
.... _.. ' . . · .. ,; '•' ... 

.. ,._. ;\pproval . "l.- .,··.,, 

· ... .I 

Dep·fili:menf of Veterans Affairs 
· Departrne~t of JustiCe . .· .. 

-,·.,_".". 
:Departmencofthe Treas41Y 

" .. • • " • • • -· • ·: "· ' : •• : ~.- : > \' 

Department ofDefense · · 
-.:· 

· · · ... ·· Discussion 

: ._ .... ·;>: ... 

:No .objection· 
No objectiOn (Informally) .. 
Noobjectiori (Informally)' . 
No 'comment (Illfortnally) .. 

' '' .. :· ·;~ 

: ._. _The VFW of the United Stateswas'granted•a F~deraVcorporate charter :in1936: (In 
·:'. gerteial-, the granting of a federal charter besfows a certain prestige upon an organization but 

does n9t otherwise confer any Federal benefit.) . ·> · -· 
.. ·- .. '.-

. '' .... '. cuhently, merribership in th~ VFW is limite4tomen'J.bers of the U.S. Armed Forces who •.•. 

. ; seryed honorably: (1) in a foreign conflictand were awarded a'carnpaign badge for senrice by' . ' 
;.: the Federal Government; or(2) on.the Kore(!jl peniiisula or Its territorial waters for a specified ... 
. ·.:period.-· Acco~ding to the House Colllmittee rep6rt,and floor debate, members of the Armed 

.. . . .. . Forces who served under similady dangerous cqnditfons in conflictareas sm* as Somalia or 
. . ·Xo~pvo are not eligible for VFW membership because cam,p(lign badg~s. were not awarded for 

.· ··· these operations. H.R; 3838 :would arirend the VFW's.cn~rter to extend the eligibility for .. . . : 
'' membershipin the organization·to\reforans who, beca~se they served in. an area. whe~e they were . 

' sµbiecfto hostile fire or in imm~nenfdanger, ~ere entitle.cl to special pay'.-.' ' . .. 
. ' . ' . , . . . ~ . . . ' . ~ . . . . , . ' .. . . ' . . 
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The VFW's charter currently lists the purposes of the organization as "fraternal, patriotic, 
historical, and educational."· H.R. 3838 would amendthechar.er'to include charitable work as a 
purpose of the VFW, to reflect the volunteer~ork perfonne&~y,its111embers, The Committee 
report notes that in s'ome States, the VFW is being denied qualification as a charitable 
organization for tax purposes becau$~ the word "charitable" is not included in its charter. 

According to theHoµse Committ~e report~ the; delegates.at a'recent National Convention 
of the VFW approved resolutions that ~6f1ectthe cha~gesth~t would be made to the VFW charter 
by H.R. 3838. ·• .. , . . . 

I recommendapproval ofH.R. J838, w];iichpassed the House by voice vote and the 
Senate by unanimous consent. · ·· ' 

Enclosures 

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director 

-2,. 



H.R.3838 

· 0nr !lundrrd ~t\1rnth <tongrrss 
ofthr 

~nitrd ~tatrs . of 2lmrrira 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Wednesday, 
the twenty-third day of January, two thousand and two .· 

2\n 2\ct 
To amend the charter ofthe Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States organiza­

tion to make members of the armed forces who receive special pay for duty 
·subject to hostile fire odmminent danger eligible for membership in the organiza-
tion, and for other purposes. · 

Be i.t enactedby the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States ofAmerica in Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE 
UNITED STATES CHARTER. 

(a) ·ELIGIBILITY .FOR MEMBERSHIP OF . ·.INDIVIDUALS RECEIVING 
SPECIAL PAY FOR DUTY SUBJECT. TO. HOSTILE FIRE OR IMMINENT 
DANGER.-Section 230103 of title 36, United States Code, is 
amended-- · 

(1) by striking "or" at the end of paragraph (l); 
(2) by striking the period at the end of paragraph (2) 

and inserting"; or"; and · · · 
(3) by adding at the end the following new paragraph: 
"(3) in an area which entitled the individual to receive 

special pay for . duty. subject. to hostile, .. fire or imminent danger 
under section 310 of title 37.". · 

SEC •. 2. CLARIFICATION OF PURPOSES OF THE CORPORATION. 

Section 230102 of such .title is amended in the matter preceding 
paragraph (1) by inserting "charitable," before "and educational,". 

e SenatefU ~ :i 

/APPROVED 
OCT 1: 6 2002 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

·Date: 10-11-02 8:45 PM . ACTION I CONCURRENCE 1 COMMENT DUE BY: 10-15-02 5:00 PM 

ENROLLED Bill H.R. 3838 -- VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS CHARTER 
Subject: AMENDMENTS 

ACTION FYI ACTION 

VICE PRESIDENT 'iL D HUBBARD D 

CARD rT D IRASTORZA D 

BARTLETT [if ,Q JOHNSON D 

BLAKEMAN D D LINDSEY V' 
BOLTEN ·f~ D MARBURGER D 

BRIDGE LAND D D MIERS D 

CALIO ··~ D RICE M' 
CONNAUGHTON D D . RIDGE D 

DANIELS D ~ ROVE ~ 
FLEISCHER D ·~ SPELLINGS ~ 

FYI 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

-

GERSON D ~ CLERK_, B • ~ 
GONZALES ~ D D D 

HAGIN D D ·D D 

HAWKINS ~ D D D 

REMARKS: 
PLEASE FORWARD YOUR COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 PM, 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER15, 2002, WITHA COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 
THANK YOU. 

RESPONSE: 

HarrietE. Miers 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 
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THE SECRETARY Of VETERANS AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON . 
. ,.~ .. October 4~ 2002 

. The' Honorable Mitchell E •. Daniels, Jr .. 
· Director ·. · 
Office of Management and Budget 
Attention: Assistant Director for 
L~gislative Reference ' 
·washington, 0.C. 20503· ·. 

bear Mr. O~nie1$: 
..: -· .... 

·,. 

. . ' - . 

-..... 

·, 

. .... ·:.··.·· 

. . ' . 

. ·:, ;.· 

·· · ·. . . .•. As.requested, I a·m writing to expr~ss. theviews of the Department e>f. ·•··. · 
· · Veterans Affairs Ct/ A) on the enrolled RR. 3838, 107°'. Congress, a bill to amend 

the charter of theVeterans of Foreign Wars ofthe United States (VFW) ... · VA has . . 
no objection to the President signing this legislation into law: . 

; . 

. . Section 1 ofth.e enrolled biU~uld amend 3EfU;S.C. § 230103 to m~ke . 
rnernbers of the armed forces \41hO receive special pay for duty subject to hostile . 
. fire. or imminent danger eligible for membe.rshiP.· .. in the VFW. 

-· . . . . 

. . Section 2 d the enrolled bill would: ame~d· 36 U.S.C. § 230102 to provide . 
that one of the purposes of the VFW is charity.·.. . . . . 

. . . . 

. ··: . 

·~'~.Qe.re. ~yOurs .. , •. · .. -~···.·& .. ·. -.. · .. 
. ·.·.·. ··.· ... ··· ·~·.· . 
. ·:. ... . . . .. · .. ·.. . . .. 

" Anthony J. ~rincipi. , · .. · .· · 

•·•c • 
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H.R.3838 

Bills Received at the White House 

Date received and 
notification to OMB: 10/7/2002 

Last day for action: 10/18/2002 

Official Title 1 I 
~-------------------------------------------...... ----------------~~~---. 

An Act to amend the charter of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of the United States organization to make members of 
the armed forces who receive special pay for duty subject to 
hostile fire or imminent danger eligible for membership in 
the organization, and for other purposes. 
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WIDTE HOUSE STAFFING M · 9ilDUM 

Date: 10-11-02 8:45 PM ACTION I CONCURRENCE i . • ,oT DUE BY: 10-15-02 5:00 PM 

ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3838 -- VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS CHARTER 
Subject: AMENDMENTS 

VICE PRESIDENT uto 

CARD (V 

BARTLETT 

BLAKEMAN 

BOLTEN 

BRIDGE LAND 

CALIO 0 V 
CONNAUGHTON 

DANIELS 

FLEISCHER 

GERSON 

GONZALES "v 

HAGIN 

HAWKINS 

REMARKS: 

u 

ACTION FYI 

ti 
rr 
[if 

D 
ry' 

D 

~ 
D 

D 

D 

D 

~ 
D 

r:/ 

D 
;o 
D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

~ 

~ 

~ 
D 

D 

D 

HUBBARD 

IRASTORZA 

JOHNSON 

LINDSEY 

MARBURGER 

MIERS 

RICE 

RIDGE 

ROVE t-JV. 
SPELLINGS .oL 

CLERK 

ACTION FYI 

D 

D 

D 

~ 
D 

D 

~ 
D 

~ 
~ 
D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

~ 
D 

D 

D 

PLEASE FORWARD YOUR COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 PM, 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2002, WITH A COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 
THANK YOU. 

RESPONSE: 

Oo 

Harriet E. Miers 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 
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''·: ·.·.· WASHINGTON .• •. 
October4. ~002· .· 

", .... 

. ... ,·.,: ., 

. ,· 

·c: "The Honorable· Mitchell E; Oaniels/Jr. 
Director ·. . ·. ··· : · · ·· ·. 
Offlce:ofManagement and audget. · ·.• ... ·· ... 
·Attention: Assistant'Dire¢t0tfot · .· .··.·.·.• · · · . 

. <,: .. ·~ . 

.. ··. ·. 
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. ,· Legislative Reference , :; :;;!; .•••.. , -.. ;~ .c;;,/;;:·"'"'';&,•i:i•:e}:';;'; ;;,,,:,,,,,;,'",;,,,,:;.•..,e~';;"'[,.,.:,.,.~;.,,,,yc,"o''e'.0:i'i'"'c':~·;.-s."'cc•·~"""''"''·'"'i'..'°'·'""'~".''"'""''1~~·"'·":'','''"•'''""'"'."S(C••""-°'?-''•'i"•'..' 
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· · . Washington, .o.c~ 20$03 ... ·· · · 
·.' ' ·. . . · ...... - . . ,. ·. 

~ . - : . ~ 

·.·. · ... · ··. ·· .. As requested, lam·,j_,fltin;g.to'expres$,>the ~iews ofthe Department of · ... · 
.. ·.·. V¢teran$ Affairs fYA~. on the en·rtilled fLR 3'838, 1071t.1 Congress, a· t)iU ·to· amen(j 

·. · ·the charter of the Veterans ofForeign Wars ofthe United States ·(VFW). VA has .· .. · 
oo·ot>jection to the President.signing thi.s .legislation 'int() law~.·.. ··. . .. 

· ·· ·. ·. ·. · .·. .. .. -.• ·.·.··Section. 1 ofthe enrolledQill w0uld arnend.36 .U.S.¢. § ~30103 tomake· .. ·· 
· • ·· ·. . members. of the armed force$ ~ho r~ceive $pedal pay forduty subject -tQ hostile 

. ··.' '• 

.• 'fire·orimminenldangeteligibleformembership i·nthe VFW.. · · · 

·· .· , . . . :Secti,on 2 e>f:the enrolled bill woUld<ame.nd 36 O~S.C. § 230102 tq provide 
that one of the purposes of the VFW is chatitY ... · .·. . . .. . ... -. 

'.: .... ::· .· 

. ·.·· •. ·,. '· 

. . ' 

. :::.··.·· ... . ·.· 

'·· .. 
. . :;_ .. .. 

.- . 

·1 
,•i-. 

,.;'· 

,, : ( 

. ' . . . ' . . ... ~- ' 

. ··.·_," 

· · · · · gincerely you~. .· 

·····~'~······ · ..... Anttiony J~ Pnnc1p1 . · . . · . ·· 

~- ":· . ' : 

: . ·: . · .. · .... ;.· .. ·. ~ ·. ·. . ·.. . 

·- ··.·. · . 
. , ,l. 
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107TH CONGRESS} .. , . {. 
2d Session . HOUSE OF. REPRESENTATIVES . 

REPORT 
107-570 

TO AMEND THE CHARTER OF THE VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE 
UNITED STATES ORGANIZATION .TO MAKE MEMBERS OF THE ARMED 
FORCES WHO RECEIVE SPECIAL PAY FOR DUTY SUBJECT TO HOSTILE 
FIRE OR IMMINENT DANGER ELIGIBLE FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE ORGA­
NIZATION, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

JULY 12, 2002.-Referredt.o the House Calendar and ordered to be printed 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 

[To accompany H:R. 3838) 

[Including cost estimate of the Congressional Budget Office] 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
(RR. 3838) to amend the charter of the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the United States organization to make members .of the armed 
forces who receive special payfor duty subject to hostile fire or im­
minent_ danger eligible ·for membership 'in the organization, and for 
other. purposes; having considered the same, reports favorably 
thereon without amendment and recommends that the bill do pass. 

CONTENTS 

Purpose and Summary ................ _. .. : .. -:- .. : .•....... _. ................. , ..................•... · ............. , 
Background and Need for the.Legislation ................... _. .......•............. , .........•......... 
Hearings .............................. , ......................... : .... ; ................. : ................................... . 
Committee ·Consideration ................... , ..... , ........... ., ..•. _.: ......•................................. , .. . 
Vote of the Committee ................... .-................................................ ~ ....•... :~ ............. . 
Cotntnittee Oversight Findings ........•........... _., ..... ~ ................. : ..... , ..... ~ ................. : .. . 
Performance_ Goals ~nd Objectives ....... _. ... , .......•.....• , ............ , ... :·············•··············· 
New Budget Authority and Tax EXpend1tures ., ................................................... . 
Congressional Budget Office Cost Estimate .•.................... : .................................. . 
Constitutional Authority Statement ,;: ........................................... _ ...................... ;, 
Section-by-Section Analysis and Discussion ... :: .. ~: .............................................. : .. . 
Changes in Exisp.ng Law Made by the Bill, as Reported ........ , ......•..................... 
Markup Tran.script ..................... : ....... : ........... ~ ..... -;. .................................................. . 
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... PURPOSE AND SUMMARY 

H.R. 3838 would amend· the Federal charter of the Veterans of 
. Foreign Wars (VFW). · 

BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR THE LEGISLATION···.·.··· · ·· 

The charter of the VFW Would be amended by H.R. 3838 to allow 
any member of the Armed Forces who has received hostile fire or 
imminent danger pay to be a. member of the VFW. Currently, the 
language of the ·charter provides that the member of the Armed 
Forces must have served honorably and received a campaign medal 

·· for service or have served honorably for a specific period on the Ko­
. rean peninsula. Without this amendment members of the Armed 
Forces who served under equally as dangerous conditions as those 
·experienced in campaign medal service. and Korea in conflict areas 

~-s-=h as Somalia or Kosovo· c.annot be eligible for VFW membership. 
The VFW charter would also be amended to include . the wor 

"charitable" as one of the purposes of the VFW. According to the 
VFW, its members volunteered millions of hours and gave support 
to local communities and the needy in the millions of dollars in 
2001 and volunteerism has always been a large part of the mission 
of the VFW. In some States, VFW is being denied qualification as 
a charitable organization under section 501(c) of the Tax Code be­
cause the word "charitable" is not included in their charter lan­
guage regardless of th() level of charitable work that the VFW pro-· 
vides. The amendment would reIJ1edy that problem. 

These amendments . to the VFW charter reflect the language of 
t~o resolutions approved by .the voting delegates of the VFW at 
their National Convention. 

HEARINGS 

No hearings were held on H.R. 3838. 

COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION 

On April 17, 2002, the Subcommittee on Immigration and Claims 
met in open session and ordered favorably reported the bill H.R. 
3838, by voice vote, a quorum being present. On July 10, 2002, the 
Committee· met in open session and ordered favorably reported the 
bill H.R. 3838 without amendment by voice vote, a quorum being 
present. 

VOTE OF THE COMMITTEE 

· There were no recorded votes taken on H.R. 3838. 

COMMITTEE OVERSIGHT FINDINGS 

In compliance with clause 3(c)(l) of rule XUI of the Rules of the 
House of Represe11tatives, the Committee reports that the findings 
and recommendations of the Committee, based on oversight activi­
ties under clause 2(b)(l) of rule X of the. Rules of the House of Rep­
resentatives, are incorporated in the descriptive portions of this re­
port. 
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}>J'itti<'9RMANCE QoJ\I;.$ ANo bBJECTJvEs 
' :·H.R. 3838 is amende4 fu aUow veterans from ~ny conflicts that . ·. . •.. . · > .··· .· .· . . .. 

·. . involve4 hostile fire or in:iininent danger p~y to become members .: : ·· . . . . ·. · · . / · : ' . 
of the VFW anci clarifies that one'. of the'purpos¢s of the organiia- .·· . '.> · .. ' · · .· : . 

' tiop; is ·charitable. work:>>... . .. . " ..... ;," .. >'". : .. ·.• ·, .. ·. :·· .:· ...... ,,.·: ." ,.,: .: .• ,. ·. : -'·'· ''··· "·'••"·"~''.'C'>'c·c;·~· .. ,, .•. "'~"'·'o""'!."'"'~"''''~'r"~'•·¥"';·"-•'"'""'·c.'.•''.c'•"'·''.:'•.-:/• '. 
. .. . . . : _,- ·~-· .. · 

NEw BroGETAUTlioRrrv AND TAX EXPENi>rrrlims · ·. 
. • ..·•· ... · Cla~~~ 3(c)(2)of House rule XIII i13 in~ppl~cable because this leg, .•... 

. Jslation does not. •provide new .})udgetary authoritjr cir increased ta){ · 
· ejcpenditurei;. • · 

· CoNaR,EssroNAL ·Buncu:r OFFICE Cosir E:sT.IMAm. ·. ·. 

· .. in compliance withel~use 3(c)(3) of,lvle XIII of the Rliles· of the· • 
House of Representatives, the Committee sets forth, with· respe~t .t(l 
:~he ·J)ill,.··a~~- a-aaa·~ :the fQllO.wi~g.·_e~tim;lte:,al)9-.. ~mp·afi_son ·prepared ~ ... 
by tlfoDirector pf the. Collgressionl;ll .B\l .. dg~t Ot'fice<undersection · · · 
402 of.tile Congressional Budget Act c:>f1974: . · . . · · 

. . . . .. '. . .. · .. '.· ...... u.:s. CONGRESS, 
' ' CQNGRES$IONAL Bl!DOET OFFICE; . 

.. . . . . . . . · · .. ' Washingto'n, DC, July 12, 2002. 
· ... · Hoti. R J~s S~NSENBmi:NNER; Jr~; Chfiirman,, . · · · 

·· ·Committee on the .fudic.iary, ·. · · · , 
·House ofRepresentatives, ¥/'<!-$.hingtOn, DC.·.. . • · . . . 
. · · DEAR l\{R. CHAlRMAN':· .The Congressional Bµdget Office has pre­

.. ·pared the enclosed cos(estimate>f~r JI;R.. 3838, a bill ·t<! amend the 
charter of the Veterans ofF.oreign. Wars oftheUnited Staws orga, 
11ization to .make members .of the armed forces wlio receive special 
·J:>ay for ciuty subject t!> hostile fire Qr immirieµt danger eligib•e for 
membership in the organi~atiOn; and for other purposes. · . · .. · . 

·. If you \Vi:sh further details. on this estimate; we will be ple.ased .. 
. tO provide them. 'fhe CBO staff contact is Melissa E.·ZiIIlmernian, ·· · 
· who ca:n be reached at 226~284.0. 

·. 13,incerely, 

Enclosure 
cc.: II<>norable joh~ Conyers; Jr. 

· · . Ranking Member · 

·· .· H;ll. :3S~B~A bill to ctniehd the charter ~f the Vetei:(Lns of Foreign 
· Wars of the [Jnited S,tates '()rgan~ation to make members of the 
· · Armed Forces who receive special pay for dutY subject to hostile 

fire or ininiinent. daiiger eligible· for membership in the organi~ 
zation, and for <;>therpurpo8es. . . . . . . 

.• '. H~R. 3838 WO\lld make several chaiige$. to the Federalcharter.for 
the Veterans QfForeign Wars of the Vnit;ed States, a veterans.ass<>~ 
ciatfon'. TJ:iese change$ would coiµer ho Federal benefits; Th.us, 
0:130 estimates that enacting this legislation woµl!f r'¢13ult in .. no · 

. . .· cost .to. the· Federal .Government, .Beca\lse· H,R. 3838 would. not. af· 
•· ·'feet.direct speri,ding or receipts; :Pay~as~you"go.procedures would nQt· 

apply'. The bHl contains no intergovernmental qr private~sec~r · 
mandates as defined in the Unfund~ci M~ndates Reform Act arid 
• wot1ld .not affect.~he budg~ of State, focal, or.tribal govel'ilments.· 

. ~···,." 
-.·, .. 

· .. ·: 
.. . :::. 

'. ·:.; 

··.·,,·· .. 

' ' .. : .. ' 
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The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Melissa E. Zimmer~ 
man, who can be reached at 226-2840. This estimate was approved 

· by Peter H. Fontaine, Deputy .Assistant Director for Budget Anal-
ysis. · 

.. · CoN'sTJTUTioNAL A.UnioRfI'.Y STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 3(d)(l). of ru:le. XIII.·. of the. R\lles of the House 
of Representatives, the Committee finds the a.uthorityforthis legis~ 
lation in article J, section 8 of the· Coni:;titution. · 

SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION . ' ' ' . : . . ' ' ' - ' . ' . ' . . . . 

SEC'.l'ION 1. AMENDMENTS TO. VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE .· 
UNITED STATES CHARTER 

Section l(a) adds a subsection to 36 U.S.C. 230103 to mi:tke mem­
bership in the VFW available to. any individual who served in an 
area where, because they were subject to hostile fire or imminent 

·danger as defined in 37U.S.C. 31Q, theyw13re entitled to special 
pay. .. . . .. . .. .··· . · ... · .. 

Section l(b). adds the word ''charitable'' to the section ofthe VFW 
charter which states the purpose of the organization. 

CHANGES n.1 EXISTING I.Aw MADE BY THE BILL;. AS REPORTED 

In compliance with clause 3(e) of rule XIII of the Rules pf the 
Houi:;e. of Representatives, .changes in existing law made. by the bill, 
as reported, are shown as follows (existing law prop()sed to be omit­
ted is enclosed Jn black brackets, new matter is print;ed in italics, 
existing law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman): 

TITLE 36, UNITED STATES CODE 

* * * * * * 
SUBTI'I'LE IT-PATRIOTIC AND NA'I'IONAL 

ORGANIZATIONS . 

.* * * * * * * 
PART B-ORGANIZATIONS 

•* * * * * * * .- -, ' -

CHAPTER 230i"""-VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE 
UNITED STATF;S 

* * * * * * 
§ 230102. Purposes 

The purposes of the coryoration are fraternal, ·patriotic, .histor­
·. ical, charitable, and educational, and are­

(l) * * * . 
* * * * * 



An individual is eligiblefor membership in the corporation 
only if the individual served honorably as a member of the Armed 
Forces ofthe United States.;.... · .· . ·.. . · . . · · · 

(1) in a foreign. war, insui:rection, or expedition in 
that;-;. · · · · · 

(A)"' * * 
(B) is governed by the authorization ofthe award ofa 

campaign badge by the United St11tes Government; [or] 
(2) on the Korean peninsula or in its territorial waters for. 

at least 30 consecutive days, or a .• total of 60 days, after June 
30, 1949(.]; or . . · ·. . . . 

(3) in an area which entitled the individual to receive spe­
cial pay for duty subject . to hostile fire or imminent danger 
under section 310 of title 37, . 

MARl{up. TRANSCRIPT 

BUSINESS MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 10, 2002 

HOUSE OF R,EPRESENTA~S, 
COMMITTEE ON. THE JUDICIARY, 

Washington, DC. 
The Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:17 a.m., in Room 

2141, Rayburn I!ouse Office. Building, Hon. F. James Sensen­
brenner, Jr. [Chairman of the Committee] presiding. 

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The Committee will be in. order. A 
working quorunlis present, . .· · . . · . 

It is the intention of the Chair to deal with the three veterans 
bills en bloc .and then the two private bills en bloc before getting 
to the homeland security bill, H.R. 5005. 

The first item on the agenda is the consideration of IJ.R. 3838, 
3214, and 3988, which, without objection, will be considered en 
bloc. The Chair recognizes th.e gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. 
Gekas, the Chairman of the Subcommittee onlmriligration, Border 
Security, l;lnd Claims, for a motion. 

Mr. (}EKAS. Mr .. Chairman, the Subcommittee on Immigration, 
Border Security, and Claims reports favorably the bills H.R. · 3838, 
H.R. 3~14, and H.R. 3988, and moves· their favorable recommenda-
tion to the full House; . 

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, the billi; will be . 
consi(l.ered as read and open for amendmEmt at any point. 

[The.bill, H.R 3838, follows:] · · 



H.R.3838 
To amend tho charter of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the Unit.eel StaliJll 

· organization to make .members of the armed forces who .nmeivu special 
p1~y .for duty subject to hostile .fire·· or .ilnminent danger eligible ·for· 
membership in the organization, and for other pul]lol'les. 

IN THE HOUSE 0~, REPRESENTATIVES 

MARCH 4, 2002 
. . . 

1ik .SMITH of New Jersey (for himself and Mr. Ev.ANS) introduced the 
following !Jill; .which WU~ referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

A··elLL 
To amend the charter of the Veterans of Foreign Wars 

of. the United States 9l'ganization to '.make members of 

the armed forces·who. receive speeiW•pay for duty subject 

· to hostile fire or inuninent danger eligible for member­

ship in the organization, and for .other purposes. 
. . . . -

1 Be• it enacted by the Senate and .House of Rep1'tl8entrv . 

2 tives ofthe UnitfXi States ofAmerica in Congress assembled, 

3 SECTION l• AMENDMENTS TO VETERANS OF FOREIGN 

4 WARS OF THE UNITED STATES CHARTER. 

5 (a) ELIGIBILITY FOR MEMBERSHIP 01'' lNDIVII>U.ALS 

6 RECEIVING. SPECIAL PAY FOR DUTY SUBJEC'r 'l'O nos-



r ' .. 

·, 

7 

2' 

1 'l'l.LJ~: !•'IRE OR l:r.1MINENT DAN.GER.-Section 23010:3 of 

2 title 36, United States Code, isamended"""'""" ,,_, · · -"· 

, 3 . (1) by striking ''or" at .the end of paragraph 

4 (1); 

5 · (2) by striking the period at tl1e end of para-

6 graph (2)and inserting"; or"; and 

7 (3) by adding at the end the follo'\\-ing new 

8 paragraph: 

. 9 ''(3) in an .area which entitled the individual to 

10 receive special pay for duty subject to hostile fire or 

11 imminent danger under section 310 of title 37.". 

12 (b) CLARIFICATION OF PURPOSF:S OF 'l'HE CORPORA· 

13 TION.-Secti.on 230102 of such title is amended in the 

14 matter preceding paragraph (1) by inserting "charitable," 

15 before "and educational,". 

0 

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The. Chair.· recognizes the gentleman 
. from Pennsylvania to strike the last word. · · 

Mr. GEKAS. I thank the .Chair. 
These three bills attend to membership problems that have been 

encountered by three of our _esteemed veterans organizations: the 
American Legion, the VFW, and AMVETS. In e11ch case, the cur­
rent language of their charters prevents veterans from succeeding 
conflicts or wars or battles to be eligible for respective membership 
in those organizations. . . . 

For instance, in .the VFW problem, the veterans from the action 
in Somalia and Kosovo would be ineljgible under the current char­
ter language. This would cure that and mean-it would allow those 

· which were actually conflicts and. people actually died, those would 
be cleared up in the language of the new charter. 

As to the AMVETS, which was currently-'-is currently restricted 
to American veterans of Wol'ld War II, Korea; and Vietnam, the 
language is changed to allow people to join who had been in con­
sequent conflicts and. wars after those three. So people in Desert 



.. 

8. 
. . 

Storm and .Desert Shield, for instance, otherwise ineligible, would 
now become eligible for the AMVE'}'S. · 

In the Legion, by quirk of the current language, the. people who 
are veterans of Desert Shield and Desert Storm again and Iraq, 
Bosnia, Kosovo, and Afghanistan would not be eligible to join the ........ . 

. ··Anierican Legion. This langliage, as we·propose, would allow them· 
to qualify for those, · .. 

I ask for unanimous approval of these three bills. 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The gentlewoman from Texas, Ms. 

· Jackson Lee. · · 
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Thank you· very much. Let me indicate my 

.support for these three. bills, which, again, would amend the Fed­
eral charter of the American veterans of World War II under H.R. 
3214, and would-World War II, Korea, .and Vietnam vets, ·to re-· 
fleet changes made at their 1998 con.vention, and in H.R. 38~8 
would amend the Federal. charter of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
This legislation would allow any member of the Armed Forces who 
received hostile fire dr imminent danger pay to be a member of the 
VFW. And I agree with taking them en bloc, and H.R. 3988, this 
bill makes a technical amendment to the membership qualifica­
tions language of the Federal charter of the American Legion. 
We're doing. as we have been asked and reviewed, and, therefore, 
I ask my colleagues to unanimously support this legislation as we 
move forward. · 

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Chairman? 
. Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, an Members may 
insert opening statements in the record at this point. 

Aie there amendments? The gentleman from North Carolina. 
Mr. COBLE. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike the last word and 

will not consume my 5 minutes. 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER_. The gentleman is recognized for 5 

minutes. . . . 
Mr. COBLE. I'd like to ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania a 

question, ifl may. . . . . 
Mr. Gekas, it is my belief that the agencies involved endorse 

these proposals. · 
Mr. GEKAS. That's correct. The individual organizations them­

selves approve, of course, and many of the current members ap­
prove, from what we've been able to discern, and future members, 
of course, would like to see- . · 

Mr. COBLE. I thank you. 
Reclaiming my time, Mr. Chairman, I'm a member of the VFW. 

and the American Legion Post back ill North Carolina, and I can't 
speak nationally but I know back home our post continues tO suffer 
the loss of membership of younger lllembers. Most of our members 
are-I don't mean in the geezer stage, but at least we're advancing 
in age, and I think...-! think these proposals will address that and 
probably bring-why is everybody .smiling when I say "geezer" and 
looking at ine? 

. But I yield back, Mr. Chairman, and endorse passage. 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without. objection, the gentleman 

.from North Carolina~s name will be stricken from the roll of gee­
zers. 

Are there amendments? [Laughter.] 



.. 

Chairman SENSENBRE~R. Hearing none; the Chair notes the 
presence of a reporting quorum. The question occurs on the motion 
to report H.R. 3838, 3214, and 3988 favorably en bloc. Those in 
favor will say aye.Opposed, no. . ........... ·.··.· 

The ayes appear to have it, al'ld the motion to report favorably.,. . "'' . .,~."' 

is ¥/1~Ji~1· objection, the Chairman is authorized to move to go to -. 
conference pursuant to House rules. Without objection, the staff is 

· directed to ma~e any technical and conforming ,changes, and all 
Members willbe given 2 days,as provided by the rules, inwhich 

.. ·to S\lbmit additional dissenting, ~upplemental, or minority views. · 

0 



H.R.3838 

<Bnt !lundrtd $tlltnth [ongrcss 
of the 

ilnittd ~tatts of gmcrica 
AT. THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held.at t.he City of Washingt(Jn on Wednesday, 
the twenty-third day of January, two thousand and two 

£In £let 
To amend the charter oftheVeterans of Foreign w;rs of the United States'organiza­

tion to make members of the armed forces who receive special pay for duty 
subject to hostile fire or imminent danger eligible for membership in the organiza-
tion, and for other purposes. · 

" . ,' 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of Ameriea in Congress assembled, · ' 

SECTION 1. AMEND~NTS TO VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE 
UNITED STATES CHARTER. 

(a) ELIGIBILITY FOR MEMBERSHIP OF INDIVIDUALS RECEIVING 
SPECIAL PAY FOR DUTY SUBJECT TO HOSTILE FIRE. OR IMMINENT 
DANGER.~Section 230103 of title 36, United· States Code, is 
amended- ·. 

(1) by striking "or" at the end of paragraph (1); . 
(2) by striking the period at the end of paragraph (2) 

and inserting"; or"; and · · · 
(3) by adding at the end the following new paragraph: 
"(3) ill an area which entitled the individual to receive 

special pay for duty subject to hostile. fire or imminent danger 
under section 310' of title 37.". 

SEC. 2. CLARIFICATION OF PlJRPOSES OF THE CORPORATION. 

Section 230102 of such title is amended in the matter preceding 
paragraph (1). by inserting "charitable," before "and educational,". 

Speaker of the House of Representa.tives. 

Vice President of the United States and 
Presiden,t of the Senate. 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

October 11, 2002 

THE DIRECTOR 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.R. 3838.,. Veterans of Foreign Wars Charter Amendments 
Sponsors - Rep. Christopher Smith (R) New Jersey and 7 others 

Last Day for Action 

October 18, 2002 - Friday 

Purpose 

Permits veterans who received special pay for service subject to hostile fire or imminent 
danger to be eligible to join the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) and recognizes that a purpose 
of the VFW is charitable work. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department of Veterans Affairs 
Department of Justice 
Department of the Treasury 
Department of Defense 

Discussion 

Approval 

No objection 
No objection (Informally) 
No objection(Informally) 
No comment (Infonnally) 

The VFW of the United States was granted a Federal corporate charter in 1936. (In 
general, the granting of a Federal charter bestows a certain prestige upon an organization but 
does not otherwise confer any Federal benefit.) . 

Currently, membership in the VFW is limited to members of the U.S. Armed Forces who 
served honorably: (1) in a foreign conflict and were awarded a campaign badge for service by 
the Federal Government; or (2) on the Korean peninsula or its territorial waters for a specified 
period. According to the House Committee report and floor debate, members of the Armed 
Forces who served under similarly dangerous conditions in conflict areas such as Somalia or 
Kosoyo are not eligible for VFW membership because campaign badges were not awarded for 
these operations. H.R. 3838 would amend the VFW's charter to extend the eligibility for 
membership in the organization to veterans who, because they served in an area where they were 
subject to hostile fire or in imminent danger, were entitled to special pay. 

5 I 'lS3 2-· 



The VFW's charter currentlylists the purposes of the organization as "fraternal, patriotic, 
historical, and educational." H.R . .3838 would amerid the charter to include charitable work as a· 
purpose of the VFW, to reflect the volunteer work performed by its members. The Committee 
report notes that in some States, the VFW is being denied qualification as a charitable 
organization for tax purposes because the word ''charitable" is not included in its charter. 

According to the House. Committee report, the delegates at a recent National Convention 
· of the VFW approved resolutions that reflectthe changes that would be made to the· VF_W charter 
by H.R. 3838. 

·Conclusion and Recommendation 

I recommend approval of H.R. 3838, which passed the House by voice vote and the 
Senate by unanimous consent. 

Enclosures 

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director 

-2-
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT. 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENI AND BUDGET 
' 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

October ~l, 2002 
THE DIRECTOR 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.R. 3838-: Veterans ofF9reign Wars Charter Amendments 
. Sponsors - Rep. Christopher Smith (R) New Jersey and 7 others 

Last Day for Action 

October 18, 2002 - Friday 

Purpose 

Permits veterans who received special pay for service subject to hostile fire or imminent 
· danger to be eligible to join the'Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) and recognizes that a purpose 

of the VFW is charitable work. - · 

Agency Recommendations ·· 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department 6f Veterans Affairs 
Department of Justice· 
Department of the Treasury 
Department of Defense 

Discussion· 

Approval 

No objection 
No objection (Informally) 
No objection (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 

The VFW of the United States was granted a Federal corporate charter in 1936. (In 
general, the granting of a Federal charter bestows a· certain prestige upon an organization but 
does not otherwise confer any Federal benefit.) 

Currently, membership in the VFW is limited to members of the U.S. Armed Forces who 
. served honorably: (1) in a foreign conflict and were awarded a campaign badge for service by 
the Federal Government; or (2) on the Korean peninsula or its territorial waters for a specified 
period. According to the House Committee report and floor debate,. members of the Armed 
Forces who served under similarly dangerous conditions in. conflict areas such as Somalia or 
Kosovo are not eligible for VFW membership because campaign badges were not awarded fof · 
these operations. H.R. 3838 would runend the VFW's charter to extend the eli'gibility for · 
membership in the organization to veterans who, because they served in an area where they were 
subject to hostile fire or in imminent danger, were entitled to special pay. 



The VFW's charter currently lists the purposes of the organization as "fraternal, patriotic, 
historical, and educational." H.R. 3 83 8 would amend the charter to include charitable work as a 
purpose of the VFW, to reflect the volunteer work performed by its members. The Committee . 
report notes that in some States, the VFW is being denied qualification as a charitable 
organization for tax purposes because the word "charitable" is not included in its charter. 

According to the House Committee report, the delegates at a recent National Convention 
of the VFW approved resolutions that reflect the changes that would be made to the VFW charter 
by H.R. 3838. 

Conclusion and Recommendation · 

I recommend approval ofH.R. 3838,which passed the Houseby voice vote and the 
Senate by unanimous consent. 

Enclosures 

' I 

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director 

-2-
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SS/ RM NO. 5185'";2. 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

. Date: 10-11-02 8:45 PM ACTION I CONCURRENCE I COMMENT DUE BY: 10-15-02 5:00 PM 

ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3838 ··VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS CHARTER 
Subject: AMENDMENTS 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT~ r;t D HUBBARD D D 

CARD rT D IRASTORZA D D 

BARTLETT [if D JOHNSON D D 

BLAKEMAN D D LINDSEY ~ D 

BOLTEN ~· D MARBURGER D D 

BRIDGELAND D D MIERS D D 

CALIO ~ D RICE rA' o-
CONNAUGHTON D D RIDGE D D 

DANIELS D ~ ROVE "' f~ D 

FLEISCHER D ~ SPELLINGS ~ D 

GERSON D ~ ·CLERK D rX 
GONZALES ~ D D D 

. I 

HAGIN D D D D 

HAWKINS. rf D D D 

REMARKS: 
PLEASE FORWARD YOUR COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 PM, 
Tl ·~~nAV n~TnRs:g 1~ ?nn? WITM A ~OPV TO THE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 
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SS/ RM NO. 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFINGMEMORANDUM 

Date: 10-11-02 8:45 PM · ACTION I CONCURRENCE /COMMENT DUE BY: 1 o;.15-02 5:00 PM · 

ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3838 --VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS CHARTER. 
Subject: AMENDMENTS 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

·VICE PRESIDENT_. rt D HUBBARD D D 

CARD ~· D IRASTORZA D D 

.BARTLETT [if D JOHNSON D D 

BLAKEMAN D D LINDSEY ¢' D 

BOLTEN ~ D MARBURGER 0 D 

· BRIDGELAND D D MIERS D D 

CALIO ~ D RICE ·m'·. o-
CONNAUGHTON D D RIDGE D D 

DANIELS D ~ ROVE ~ D 

FLEISCHER D ~· SPELLINGS ~·· D 

GERSON D ~··. ·CLERK D rY 
GONZALES ~ D D D 

HAGIN D D D D 

HAWKINS r/ D D D 

REMARKS: . . . · 
PLEASE FORWARD YOUR COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 PM, 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2002, WITHA COPYTO THE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE.· 
THANK YOU. . 

RESPONSE: 

HarrietE. Miers 
Assistant to the President · 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 

I 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Date: 10-11-02 8:45 PM ACTION I CONCURRENCE I COMMENT DUE BY: 10·15..()2 5:00 PM 

ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3838 ··VETERAN~ OF FOREIGN WARS CHARTER , 
Subject: AMENDMENTS 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT ti D HUBBARD D D 

CARD ~· D IRASTORZA D D 

BARTLETT r»' D JOHNSON 0 D 

BLAKEMAN D D LINDSEY tj/ D 

BOLTEN ~ 0 MARBURGER D D 

BRIDGELAND D D MIERS 0 D 

CALIO ~ D RICE r;' o-
CONNAUGHTON D D RIDGE D D 

DANIELS wm;_, ... ,;µ,_.,,Cu ..__a ROVE ~· D 

FLEISCHER D ~ SPELLINGS ri' D 

GERSON D J~ CLERK D rI 
GON.ZALES ~ D D D 

HAGIN D D D D 

HAWKINS rf D D D 

REMARKS: 
PLEASE FORWARD YOUR COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 PM, 
Tl n::::~nAV n~TnRJ::::i:11~ ?nn? WITM A r.nPV TO THE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 
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· .. SS/RM NO. 
. . . ._ 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMO~DUM. 

Date: 10~11-02 8:45 PM . ACTION /CONCURRENCE) COMMENT DUE BY: 10-15-02 5:00 PM. 

ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3838 - VETERAN~ OF FOREIGN WARS CHARTER · 
Subject: AMENDMENTS . 

....... 

VICE PRESIDENT 

CARD 

ACTION . FYI 

rl 
· .. · --'· 

CW'";. 

D 

D 

·HUBBARD 

IRASTOR%A 

. .. uf~ : . [] JOHNSON .. 

D : [l LINDSEY 

ACTION .. FYI . . · 

D-· 

D 
. o o··· BARTLETT 

BLAKEMAN 

.BOLTEN -~· ·.. D ·MARBURGER 

-·v···o­
D D 

BRIDGE LAND 

CALIO , 
. . . 

. CONNAUGHTON 

D 

~ 

:: . 

·.· CJ.•'·.· 

·o 
·D 

t:l 

MIERS 

·.RICE 
. .· . 

RIDGE ... :. 

DANIELS __ ,........,~_.n_.. i..·· .• ·· -.aa1rrfJ11. '· ... ROVE· 

·. FLEISCHER 

.. GERSON 

:GONZALES 

.HAGIN . . ,. 

·. HAWKINS 

. CJ. 

D· 
·.~ 

~·.· 

~· 

D 

.. · D· .. ·, .. D .· ... r:Z··· ., []. 

SPELLINGS 

. CLERK. · · 

D· 
···~--

0 
r~·· 

~ 
D 

CJ 
···o 

D 

·o··_· 
Cl ·.· ··· 
[J ... ·'· 
' : •' 

; .. 
.o·· 

D 

~ 
.D 

Cl 
[J 

: ,_·. 

REMARKS: . • . .· .· · .. ·· . ·. · . .· · ·. ·. ·· 

PLEASE FORWARD YOUR COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY S:OO PM, 
.·.·TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2002, WITH A COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 
THANKVOU. . . . . . . . ·.. . . 

. · RESPONSE: •. 
. ' .. · . .. 

'· .,-. 

Harriet E~ Miers 
Assistant t6 the President 

and Staff Secretary.· 
. Ext, 62702 · · · 
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EXl;:::CUTIVE OFFICE OF THE .PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND .BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

bCt:ob.er 11, 2002 
' . . 

. THE DIRECTOR 

MEMORANDUM FORTHE PRESIDENT 

.SUBJECT: Enroiled Bill H.R. 3~38 ~)'eterans of Foreign Wiis CharterAniendlneiits . 
Sponsors.'." Rep. Cltristopher::Smith (R) New Jersey.and 7 others . 

. Lastbay for Action 

OctQber l8, 2002 - Friday ··.·-:- .• ·' ' 

Pur_pose 
.. ... ~ 

. . Permits veterans who received special pay :for service subject to hostil~ fire or im.nlirient .. 
danger .to be eligible to join the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) and recogni:z:es that a purpose; 
of the V.FW is charitable work: · · · · · · · 

' ' ' 

· ·Agency Recommendations · 
. . . . . 

Office of Management and .Budget: . 

' ' 

Department of Veterans Affairs · 
· Department of Justice 

·.· Department of the Treasury 
· Pepartment of Defense' 

·Discussion 

. ::.· 

Approval 

.·.No.objection 
·No objection (Informally) 
No objection (informally) 

. No comment (Informally). 

. . : . . 
: ·. . . 

The VFW of the United States was granted a Federal corporate charter in 1936. (In 
general, the granting ofa .Federal charter bestows. a certain prestige upon an orgallization but . 

. · · does not otherwise confer anyF ederal benefit) · · 

.. ::·, ... 

'' ' Currently, meµlbership i11 the VFW isJimitedto members of the U.S. Armed For:ceswho ·,.•' 
served honorably: (1) in a foreign conflict and were awarded a campaign badge for service by 
the Federal Government; ot(2) on the Korean penillsula orits territorial waters for a specified 

· period. According to the House Commit(ee report and floor debate, members of th¢ Armed · 
· Forces who served under similarly dangerous conditions in conflict areas such as Somalia or .. 
. Kosoyo are riot eligible for VFW membership.because campaign badges were not awarded for 

· these operations.· H.R. 3 83,8 would amend the VFW's charter to ~xtend the eligibility for> . . .· 
membership in the organization to veterans who, because they setVed in an area where they were 
subject to hostile fire or in imminent danger, }.¥,ere entitl~d to special. pay: · 

· ... · .. 



The VFW's charter currently lists the purposes of the organization as "fraternal, patriotic, 
historical, and educational." H.R. 3838 would amend the charter to include charitable workcas a 
purpose of the VFW, to reflect the volunteer work performed by its members. The Committee 
report noteS-that in s'~me States, the YFW is being denied qualification as a charitable 
organization for taX purposes becaus.e.the word "charitable'' is not included in its charter. 

According to the House Committee report, the delegates at a recent National Convention 
of the VFW approved resolutions that reflect the changes that would be made to the VFW charter 
by H.R. 3838. 

Conclusion and Recommendation 

I recommend approval ofH.R. 3838, which passed the House by voice vote and the 
Senate by unanimous consent. 

Enclosures 

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director 

-2-

-l 
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. OCT-04.:.;,2002. · 16:21 UACO . 2022?36671 P.02/03 · 

THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS . . . - . . . L 

WASHINGTON ·. 
OctOber 4 2002 · · . . . . • .I . · . 

. · · ·. The Honorable Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr.· 
. ··Director ... · . .. . . 
· .. 'Office of Management and Budget . · 

.Attention: Assistant Director for · · 
·. . · Legislative Reference 

Washington, D.C. 20503. 
. . 

Dear Mr. Daniels: 

· ·· . . ·· As requ¢sted, I am wrtting to express the views of the Dep~rtmentof .· . . · 
·Veterans Affairs .r-JA) on·the enrolled H.R .. 3838, 1071t1 Congress, a bill to amend 
· · t'1e charter of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States (VFW)~ VAhas . . . 

no objection to the President signing this legislation into law~ .. · .. . . 
. . . 

Section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 3~· U.S.C. § 230103 to make . 
· ·members of the armed forces who receive special pa:y for duty subject to hostile 

· >fire or imminent danger eligible for membership in the VFW.. 
,. .. .. , . . . . ... . .-

Section 2 ofthe en tolled bill would amend 36 U.S.C .. § 230102 to provide 
that one of the purp()ses of the VFW is ch~rity. . . . . . 

Sincerelyyou~, . ·~· . .· ... 

. . ' . · ... ··. . . . . . . . . · .. ,.· .. · ... · .· .... ·;·.·.··· .. .-.. ·.· ... < .· 

. . ····· . . ···~nclpi·····~ 
. :_.:,,_ ·. 

.•·. ,. '.~ 

.!-



SS/RM NO. 5185'32-

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Date: 10-11-02 8:45 PM ACTION I CONCURRENCE I COMMENT DUE BY: 10-15-02 5:00 PM 

ENROLLED BILL H.R.~3838 -- VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS CHARTER 
Subject: AMENDMENTS 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT ii D HUBBARD D D 

.CARD rr D IRASTORZA D D 

BARTLETT [if D ( JOHNSON D D 

'BLAKEMAN D D LINDSEY ~ D 

BOLTEN J~ D MARBURGER D D 

BRIDGE LAND D D MIERS D D 

CALIO ~ D RICE rl' o-
CONNAUGHTON D D RIDGE D D 

DANIELS D ~ ROVE ~ D 

FLEISCHER D ~ SPELLINGS ~ D 

GERSON D ~ CLERK D rY 
GONZALES ~ D D D 

HAGIN D D D D 

HAWKINS rf D D D 

REMARKS: 
PLEASE FORWARD YOUR COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 PM, 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2002, WITH A COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY'S.OFFICE. 
THANK YOU. 

RESPONSE: 

Harriet E. Miers . 
ASsistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 · 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

October 11, 2002 
THE DIRECTOR 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

. SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.R. 3838 - Veterans of Foreign Wars Charter Amendments 
Sponsors - Rep. Christopher Smith (R) New Jersey and 7 others 

Last Day for Action 

October 18, 2002 - Friday 

Purpose 

Permits veterans who received special pay for service subject to hostile fire or imminent 
dariger to be eligible to join the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) and recognizes that a purpose 
of the VFW is charitable work. 

Agency Recommendations· 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department of Veterans Affairs · 
Department of Justice 
Department of the Treasury 
Department of Defense 

Discussion 

Approval 

No objection 
No objection (Informally) 
Np objection (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 

The VFW of the United States was granted a Federal corporate charter in 1936. (In 
general, the granting of a Federal charter bestows a certain prestige upon an organization but 
does not otherwise confer any Feder.al benefit.) 

Currently, membership in the VFW is limited to members of the U.S. Armed Forces who 
served honorably: (1) in a foreign conflict and were awarded a campaign badge for service by .· 
the Federal Government; ot (2) on the Korean peninsula or its territorial waters for a specified 

. period. According to the House Committee report and floor debate, members of the Armed 
Forces who served under similarly dangerous conditions in conflict areas such as Somalia or 
Kosovo are not eligible for YFW membership because campaign badges were rtot awarded for 
these operations. H.R. 3838 would amend the VFW's.charter to extend the eligibility for 
membership in the organization to veterans who, because they served in an area where they were 
subject to hostile fire or in imminent danger, were entitled to special pay. 
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r - , OCT-04-2002 16:21 UACO 

THE SECRET ARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON 
October4, 2002 

The Honorable Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
· Director 

Office of Management and Budg.et 
Attention: Assistant Directorfor .. 
Legislative Reference 
Washington, D~C. 20503 

Dear Mr. Daniels: 

2022736671 P.02/03 

· As requested. I am writing to express the views of the Department of• . · 
Veterans Affairs ~A) on the enrolled H.R. 3838, 1071h Congress, a bill to amend 
the· charter of the·Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States (VFW). VA has . 
no objection to the President signing this. legislation into law. . · 

Section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36 U.S.C. § 230103 to make 
members of the armed forces who receive special pay for duty subject to hostile 
fire or imminent danger eligible formembersbip in the VFW. 

Section 2 ofthe enrolled bill would amend 36 U.S.C. § 230102 to provide 
that one. of the purposes of the VPIJ is charity. 

Sincerely yours, 

.~;.··~ 
Anthony J, Principi · . 



SS/RM NO. 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Date: 10-11-02 8:45 PM . ACTION· / CONCURRENCE l COMMENT DUE BY: 10-15-02 5:00 PM 

ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3838 ··VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS CHARTER 
Subject: AMENDMENTS 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT 'fl. D HUBBARD D D 

CARD ~~ D IRASTORZA D D 

BARTLETT [if .D JOHNSON D D 

BLAKEMAN D D LINDSEY 
~· D 

BOLTEN ~ D MARBURGER D D 

BRIDGE LAND D D MIERS D D 

CALIO·· ~ D RICE 1JYI o~ 

CONNAUGHTON D D RIDGE D D 

.DANIELS D ·~ ·ROVE ~ D 

FLEISCHER D r~ SPELLINGS ~. D 

GERSON D ~·. CLERK D r$· 
GONZALES r~ D D D 

HAGIN D D D D 

HAWKINS rY': D D D 

REMARKS: 
PLEASE FORWARD YOUR COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 PM, 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2002, WITH A COPY TO THE.STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 
THANK YOU. . . , . . . . 

RESPONSE: 

i .jt, .. · .. 
.. ~ .,o~ Harriet E. Miers 

Assistant to the Presi.dent 
and Staff Secretary 

Ext. 62702 

_ .. J_,. 



.. 

THE DIRECTOR 

EXECUTIVE OF.FICE'. OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND .BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, o:c. 20503 

Oqtob~r 11, 2002 

. MEMORANDUM FORTHE PRESIDENT.·.· 

'SUBJECT: .. 

., . . . .. . ... . . . 

.. ~nrnlledB~HH.R. 3838'- VeterruisofFo~eign Wars Charter Amendments 
· .. Sponsors LRep. ChristoplierSmith·(R) New Jersey ruid .7 others· 

Last Day for Acti~n · . 

October 18, 2~02 "" Friday 

.··. j 

Pumose.• . ·.··· .. 

. . I . 

. Permits v'eterruis who recei-ied specialpay for service subject to hostile fire or i~inent 
·druiger to be el}gibleto join the Veterruis of Foreign Wars (VFW} and recognizesthat a pWJ>ose'. · 
of the VFW is chariUible work .. · · · · . 

Agency .. Recommendations 
··.. . ; 

Office ofManagement ruid Budget 

Department of Veterans Affairs 
Departmentof Jl}stice · . 
DepartmeD,t of the Treasury .. ·. 
Department of Defense . · 

Discussion 

Approval 

· No objection 
No objection (Informally)··. 
No objection (Informitlly) 
No c.omment Onformlllly) · 

. . . . 

TheVFWoftheUnitedStates was grruited aFederalcorponite charter in 1936. (In•· 
general, the granting of a Federhl charter bestows a ce~il) prestige upon rui organization but 
does riot otherwise confer any F ederlll benefit.) . .. . ... 

. - . . . . 

.. Ctirrently, illembership in the VFW isli111ited to members ofthe U.S. Armed Forces who .· 
·. served honorably: (1) in a foreign conflict and were awarded a campaign badge for service by 
···the Federal Government; or {2) on the Kbrean .peninsula or it~ territorial .waters for a specified 
period. According to the House Comm,itfee report ruid tlooi: debate, members of th~ Anried · · 
Forces who served under similarly dangercms conditi,onsin conflict areas such as Sqmalia or 
Kosovo are not eligibl~ for VFW membership because campaignbadges were not awarded fo~ 
these operations. H;R. 3838 would amend the VFW;s charter to extend the eligibility for 
membership in the organization to veterruis who, because they setVed in a)l area where they were 
s~bject to hostile fire or in imminent druiger, were e~titled to special pay. 

l 



The VFW's charter currently lists the purposes/ of the organization as "fraternal, patriotiC, 
... 'historical, and educational." ·H~R.3838 would ameiid the charterto l.nclude charitable work asa 

·.·. purpdse oftlieVFw:~·to.reflectthe volunteer work performed by itsmembers. The.Colllmittee 
·report notes-tlUttin some States, the VFW is being denied qualification as a charitable 
organization for trucpurposes because the word i'charitable" is notincluded in its charter; 
.. - . . 

. . . · According to the HouseCo~mittee report, the delegates at a recent National Convention · • · 
. ofthe VFW approyed resolutions that reflectthe changes that would be made to the VFW charter 
by H.R. 38J8. . . . .·. . . . 

. ~ .. 

Conclusion and Recommendation 
. .· . . " . . 

I recdlnmend approval ofl{.R. 383S, wbi.ch passed the House by voice vote and the ... 
Senate by unanimous consent. > · .. · · · 

\\ . : 

. . . . . ~ 

Encloslires 

...... :· :'. 

·(.,. 

. : . . . 

Mitchell E Daniels, Jr. 
Director 

·.· '• .. . ·:' ) 

.. " ·.,_ ~ . 

···; .. 



• OCT-04-2002 16: 21 !JACO. 

THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON 
October 4. 2002 

The Honorable Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director· 
Office of Management and Budget 
Attention: Assistant Director for 
Legislative Reference 
Washington, D~C. 20503 

Dear Mr .. Daniels: · 

2022736671 P.02/03 

As requested, I am writing to express the views of the Department of 
Veterans Af(airs (VA) on the enrolled H.R. 3838, 1071h Congress, a bill to amend 
the charterof the Veterans of Foreign Wars ofthe United States (VFW}. VA has 

· . no objection tQ the President signing this legislation into law. 

Section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36U.S~C. §.230103 to.make 
members. of the armed forces who receive special pay for duty subject to hostile 
fire·or imminent danger eligible for membership in the VFW. ·· 

Section 2 of the. enrolled biH would amend 36 U.S.C. § 230102 to provide . 
that one of the purposes of the.VFW is charity. · · · · 

Sincerely yours, 

f::f:Znl~ 



SS/RM NO. 

WHITEHOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Date: 10-11 ;.()2 8:45 PM ACTION I CONCURRENCE I COMMENT DUE BY: 10-15;.()2, 5:00 PM . 
-;_ .· ;_:;.,: •'.~,;;'::'- ~ - ~ rC.~ ;-•• .; 

',,, •;!· : ~ 
" •• · ·- -l "--~ 

ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3838 -- VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS CHARTER 
Subject: AMENDMENTS 

ACTION FYI. ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT·. ti·· D HUBBARD D D 

CARD rT D IRASTORZA D D 

BARTLETT [if .Q JOHNSON D D 

BLAKEMAN D D LINDSEY ~· D 

BOLTEN ~ D MARBURGER D D 

BRIDGE LAND D D MIERS D D 

CALIO .. 
:::..- ~ D RICE. m' D -. 

CONNAUGHTON D D RIDGE D D 

DANIELS D ~···. 
ROVE ~ D 

FLEISCHER D ~ SPELLINGS ~ D 

GERSON D ~ CLERK D ~ 
GONZALES ~ D D D 

HAGIN D D D D 

HAWKINS r:I D D D 

REMARKS: 
PLEASE FORWARD YOUR COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 PM, 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2002, WITH A COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY'SQFFICE. 
THANKYOU .. 

RESPONSE: 

Harriet E. Miers 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 



, , . 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT ANO BUDGET 

. WASHINGTON, D. C. 20503 

October 11, 2002 
THE DI R,ECTOR 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: EnrolledBill H.R. 3838 - VeteransofForeign Wars Charter Amendnients 
Sponsors - Rep. Christopher Smith (R) New Jersey and 7 others 

Last Day for Action 

October 18, 2002 - Friday 

Pwpose 
,. ·, . . ' : 

Permits, veterans who feceiv~d special pay for service subject to hostile fire or imminent 
danger to be eligible tojoin the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) and recognizes that a purpose 
of the VFW is charitable work. , 

Agency Recommendations 

Office ofManagement an,d Budget 

Department of Veterans Affairs 
Department of Justice 
Department of the Treasury 
Department of Defense 

Discussion 

Approval 

No objection , 
No objection (Informally} 
No objection (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 

· The VFW of the United States was granted a Federal corporate charter in 1936. (In 
general, the granting of a Federal charter bestows a certain prestige upon an organization but 
does not otherwise conferany Federal benefit.) , 

, , 

, .Currently, membership in theVFW is limited to members of the U.S. Armed Forces who 
served honorably: ( l} in a foreign conflict and were awarded a campaign badge for service by 
the Federal Government; o,r (2) on the Korean peninsula or its territorial waters for a specified 
period~ According to the House Committee report and floor debate, members of the Armed 
Forces who served under similarly dangerous conditions in conflict areas such as Somalia or · 
Kosovo are not eligible for YFW membership because campaign badges were not awarded for 
t.hese operations. H.R. 3838 would amend the VFW's charter to extend the eligibility for 
membership in the organization to veterans who, because they served in an area where they were 
subjectto hostile fire or in imminentdanger, were entitled to special pay. 



. . . 

. The VFW's charter currently lists the purposes of the organization as "fraternal, patriotic, 
historical, and educational.'' H.R. 3838 would amend the charter to include charitable work as a 
purpose of the VFW, to reflect the volunteer work performed by its members. The Committee 
report notes-that in s'ome States, the VFW is being denied qualification as a,, charitable . 
organization for tax purposes because the word "charitable" is not included in its charter. 

According to the House Committee report, the delegates at a recent National Convention 
of the VFW approved resolutions that reflectthe changes that would be made to the VFW charter . 
by H.R. 3838~ 

Conclusion and Recommendation 
. -._ ' 

I recommend approval ofH.R. 3838, which passed the House by.voice vote and the 
Senate by unanimous consent. 

Enclosures 

Mitchell E.Daniels,Jr. 
Director 

-2-



' 

• OCT-04-2002 16:21 VACO 

THE SECRET ARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON 
· October4. 2002 

The Honorable Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr . 
. Director · 
Office of Management and Budget 
Attention:· Assistant Directorfor 
Legislative Reference 
Washington, D.C. 20503 

Dear Mr. Daniels: 

2022736671 P.02/03 

· · As requested, l am writing to express the views of the Departmenfof · 
Veterans Affairs (VA) on the enrolled H.R. 3838, 1071h Congress, a bill to amend 
the charter of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States (VFW). VA has· 
no objection to the President signing this legislation intoJaw. 

Section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36 U.S.C. § 230103 to make 
members of the armed forces who receive special pay for duty subject to hostile 
fire or imminentdangereligible for membership in the VFW. · 

Section 2 of the enrolled bill would amend 36 U.S.C. § 230102 to provide 
that one of the purposes of the VFW is charity. . 

Sincerely yours, 

. · .. 7f:::fft}-4 
. ·Anthony J. Principi . 



SS/ RM NO. 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMOR.\.NDUM 

Date: 10-11-02 9:00 PM ACTION I CONCURREN.CE I COMMENT DUE BY: 10-15-02 5:00 PM 

Subject: ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3214 -- AMVETS ORGANIZATION CHARTER AMENDMENTS 

ACTION FYJ. ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT ~ D HUBBARD D D 

CARD ~ D IRASTORZA 
,e D D 

BARTLETT rY 0 JOHNSON D D 

BLAKEMAN D D LINDSEY ~ D 

BOLTEN ~ D MARBURGER D D 

BRIDGE LAND D D MIERS D D 

CALIO ~ D RICE ~ D 

CONNAUGHTON D D RIDGE D D 

DANIELS D .~· RO rJ D 

FLEISCHER D ri SPELLINGS ~ D 

GERSON D ~ CLERK D rr 
GONZALES ryl D D D 

HAGIN D D D D 

HAWKINS ~ D D D 

REMARKS: 
PLEASE FORWARD COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 P.M., 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2002, WITH A COPYTO THE STAFF SE,CRETARY'S OFFICE. 
THANK YOU. 

RESPONSE: 

µ'v l't) !'A t'U;yV\ 

. ''·-··· 

Harriet E. Miers 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 



SS/ RM NO. 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 
. ' , . -.-

Date: 10-11-02 8:.45 PM ACTION I CONCURRENCE /COMMENT DUE BY: 10-15-02 5:00 PM 

ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3838 -.,.VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS CHARTER 
Subject: AMENDMENTS 

ACTION FYI· ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT if. D HUBBARD D D 

CARD rT D IRASTORZA D D 

BARTLETT [if D JOHNSON D D 

BLAKEMAN D D LINDSEY ··- ~. D 

BOLTEN .. ·~ D MARBURGER o· D 

BRIDGE LAND D D MIERS D D 

CALIO ~· D RICE m' o-
CONNAUGHTON D D RIDGE D D 

DANIELS D ~·. ROVE %2 __ Q;;i~ r~ D 

FLEISCHER D ~ SPELLINGS 
,.., 

D 

· GERSON D ~ CLERK D ~ 
GONZALES ~ D D D 

HAGIN D D D· D 

.HAWKINS rf D D D 

REMARKS: 
PLEASE FORWARD YOUR COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 PM, . 

. TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2002, WITH A COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 
THANK YOU. 

RESPONSE: 

Harriet E. Miers 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 
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0 FF I C E 0 F TH E VI C E PR E S.1 DE NT 

. WASHINGTON 

Octo~er 15, 2002 

. dMEMORANDUM FOR .JIM JUKES 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, OMB. 

. FROM: JONAmAN BURKS · . · · 
·. '.,. ~· ·.· . 

DEPUTY STAFF SECRE · Y TO THE VICE PRESIDENT 

· ... SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill.H.R. 3838 - Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Charter Amendments · 

. . 

The Office of the Vice President has reviewed the above-referenced 
·· draft and has no objectioll·to the President signing the enrolled bill. 

cc: Harriet Miers· .. ·.· 
Staff Secretary 

•'/.'• .;. ···; 

·._, .. 

,., .. 

TOTAL P.01 



:.:· ·.··-- ~. ·~r. 
'I 

' 

SS/ RM NO. 

. WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Date: 10-11-02 8:45 PM ACTION I CONCURRENCE /COMMENT DUE BY: 10-15-02 5:00 PM 

ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3838 -~VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS CHARTER 
Subject: AMENDMENTS 

.ACTION FYI ACTION 

VICE PRESIDENT ti D HUBBARD ·D 

CARD rr D IRASTORZA. D 

BARTLETT [if D JOHNSON D 

BLAKEMAN D D LINDSEY v 
BOLTEN ~ D MARBURGER D .. 

BRIDGELAND D D MIERS D 

FYl 

D 
o-
D 

D 

D 

D 
CALIO ~ D RICE cl' o-
CONNAUGHTON D D RIDGE D 0 
DANIELS D ~ ROVE ~ D 

.· FLEISCHER ·· D ~ SPELLINGS ~ ~ .o_·· 
. ~- ·CLERK rY GERSON D o-

'' 

GONZALES 
'.'[~ D D D 

HAGIN o·· D D [J 

HAWKINS r/ D D [J 
.. 

... ,. 

REMARKS: . ·· -· . · . .· . . 
PLEASE FORWARD YOUR COMMENTS TO JIMJUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 PM, . 

.. ··. TUESDAY, OCTOBER15, 2002, WITH A COPY TO THE STAFF SEC~ETARY'S OFFICE.. . 
THANK YOU .. 

RESPONSE: 

. '· .. 

.. ';• 

--~ 
fr~\M· 

' 

TvJ'. Harriet E. Miers _ 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 

·-:.•; 

' 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFl.CE OF. MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

'WASHlr-J<:;TON, o.c. 20503 

October 11, 20-02 
··· THE DIRECTOR 

MEMORANDUM FOR THEPRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.R. 3838 -Veterans of Foreign Wars Charter Amendments 
-- · - Sponsors - Rep. Christopher Smith (R) New Jersey and 7 others 

. Last Day for Action 

October 18, 2002 - Friday 

Purpose 

· Permitsveterans who received special pay for servicesubject to hostile fire.or imminent 
. --d~~ger-to be eligible to join the:veter~ns of Foreign Wars (VFW) and recognizes tfiat a purpose 

ofthe VFW is charitable work. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department of Veterans Affairs 
Department of Justice . 
Department ofthe Treastlfy · 
Department ofDefense · 

· Discussion 

Approval 

No objection 
No objection (Informally) 
No objection (Informally)· 
No comment (Informally) 

The VFW of the· United States was granted' a Federal corporate charter in 1936. (In 
general, the granting of a Federal charter bestows a certain prestige upon an organization but 
does not otherwise confer any Federal benefit.) 

' . ' 

Currently, membership in the VFW is limited to members of the U.S. Armed Forces who 
.served honorably: ( 1) in a foreign conflict and were awarded a campaign badge for service by 
the Federal Government; 9r (2) on the Korean peninsula or its territorial waters for a specified 
period. According to the House Committee report and floor debate; members of the Armed · 
Forces who served under similarly dangerous conditions in conflict areas such as Somalia or 
Kosovo are not eligible for VFW membership because campaign badges were not awarded for 
these operations. H;R. 3838 would amend the VFW's charter to exterid the eligibility for 
m'embership in the organization to veterans who, because they served in an area where they were 
subject to hostile fire or in_iinminent danger, were entitled to special pay.. · 



The VFW's charter currently lists the purposes of the organization as "fraternal, patriotic, 
historical, and educational." H.R. 3838 would amend the charter to include charitable work as a 
purpose of the VFW, to reflect the volunteer work performed by its members. The Committee 
report notes-that in some States, the VFW is being denied qualification as a charitable 
organization for tax purposes because the word "charitable" is not included. in its charter. . . 

According to the House.Committee report, the delegates at a recent National Convention.· 
of the VFW approved resolutions that reflect the changes that would be made to the VFW charter 
by H:R. 3838. · 

Conclusion and Recommendation 

I recommend approval ofH.R. 3838, which passed the House by voice vote and the 
Senate by unanimous consent. 

Enclosures·. 

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director 

-2-

\ 



, OCT-04-2002 16:21 UACO 2022736671 .P.02/03 
.· , ' 

THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON 
October 4, 2002 

The Honorable Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director 
Office of Management and Budget 
Attention: Assistant Director for 
Legislative Reference 
Washington, D.C. 20503 

Dear Mr. Daniels: 

As requested, I am writing to express the views of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs 01 A) on the enrolled H.R. 3838, 1071t1 Congress, a bill to amend 
the charter of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States (VFW). VA has 

. no objection to the President signing this legislation into law. 

Section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36 U.S.C. § 230103 to make 
members of the armed forces who receive special pay for duty subject to hostile 
fire or imminent danger eligible for membership in the VFW. 

Section 2 of the enrolled bill would amend 36 U.S.C. § 230102 to provide 
· that one of the purposes ofthe VFW is charity. 

Sincerely yours, 

~1·.·-~ ... r:.::.. __ . .l.~. . . H 
Anthony J. Principi 



r- - --- -----:-----

i 

10/15/02 TUE 13:36 FAX 
10/15/0.2 .TLIE 08: 23 .FAX 

Id.I 002 
(f\J1J .L l;i 

WIDTE HOUSE STAFFING ~::~UM 518 ~~i\~,. 
,_ . " - -\,1- ""i, 

'Date: 10-11-02 8;45 PM ACTION /CONCURRENCE/ CQMMENT DUE BY: 10·15.02 5;00 PM 

ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3838 ··VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS .CHARTER 
Subject: AMENDMENTS 

ACTION -FYI · 

VlCE PRESIDENT 

CARD 

BARTLETT 

BLAKEMAN· 

~ 

~ 
rM' 
0 

BOLTEN 

BRIDGELAND · 

-~ 

CALIO 

CONNAUGHTON 

DANIELS 

FLEISCHER 

GERSON 

GONZALES~ 

HAGIN 

HAWKINS 

D 

~ 
D 

D 

D 

D 

~ 
0 

r/ 

D 

D 

D 

0 

Cl 

D 

D 
[J 

~ 
-~ 

~ 
D 

0 

D 

HUBBARD_ 

IRASTORZA 

JOHNSON 

LINDSEY 

MARBURGER 

MIERS 

RICE 

RIDGE 

ROVE 

SPELLINGS 

CLERK 

ACTION FYI 

D D 

D 0 

~··~ 
D D 
D 0 
-~ o-
0 0 

~ -o 
f1" D 
Cl ~ 
D -0 

0 D 

D 0 

REM.ARKS; 
· · P.LEASE FORWARD YOUR COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 PM, 

TUESDAY. OCTOBER 15, 2002~ WlTH A COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY;$ OFFICE. 

THANK YOU. 

RESPONSc: 

Harriet E. Miers 
Assistant ta the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 



OCT-15-2002 15:42 FROM EXOP/OME/EP TO 52215 P.02/02 

SS/RM NO. 5185'32-
-·~-···"''" 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Cate: 10·11-02 8:45 PM ACTION I CONCURRENCE I COMMENT OUE BY: 10·15..02 5:00 PM 

ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3838 - VETERAN~ OF FOREIGN WARS CHARTER · 
Subject: AMENDMENTS 

': ·\ .. 
,.''.</-·, 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT ~ D HUBBARD CJ D 

CARD ~ D IRASTORZA D 0 

BARTLETT ~ D JOHNSON Cl 0 

BLAKEMAN D D LINDSEY r;/ D 

BOLTEN rt' a .MARBURGER 0 D 

BR.IDGELAND [J [J MIERS CJ D 

CALIO ~ D RICE m' [] -

CONNAUGHTON D D RIDGE D D 

DANIELS -- [J -~ ROVE ~ D 

FLEISCHER D ~ SPELLINGS ~ D 

GERSON D ~ CLERK D ~ 
GONZALES ~ D D D 
HAGIN D D CJ D 
HAWKIN.$ ~ D [J D 

REMARKS: 
PLEASE FORWARD VOUR COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5;00 PM, 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15,2002, WITH A COPY TOTHE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 
THANKYOU. . 

~----------~~------~~----'--------·· .. ~--·--··-···~·-RESPONSE: 

Harrle1 E. Miera 
Assl.st~nt to the Pr"ldent 

and Staff Sacratary 
Ezt. 62702 

TOTRL P.02 



1 ··· 

· . . THE WHITE ·HOUSE 

- --Off ice of the. Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release October 16, ·2002 

' ' 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY 

On Wednesday, October 161 2602, the President signed into law: 

H.R. 3214, which changes·the riame, compO:sition of the governing 
body, and headquarters 'location of the AMVETS (American Veterans 
of World War II, Korea, and· ·vietna:m) organization; and 

. H. R. 3 83 8, which permits veterans who received special pay. for 
service subject to hostile .. fire or imminent danger to be eligible· 
to join the Veterans. of Foreign Wars (VFW)· and recognizes that a 
purpose of the VFW is charitable work; · 

### 
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