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( 
EXECUTIVE OFFICIS OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D .. C. 20503 

October 11, 2002 
THE DIRECTOR 

THE PRESIDENTHAS SEEN 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

/6, l{,p~O :;...._ 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill ~.R. 3214 -AMVETS Organization Charter A..mendments 
Sponsors - Rep. Bilirakis (R) FL and 3 cosponsors 

Last Day for Action 

October 18, 2002 - Friday 

Pumose 

Changes the name, composition of the governing body, and headquarters location of the 
AMVETS (American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam) organization. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department of Veterans Affairs 
Department of Justice 
Department of Defense · 

Discussion 

Approval 

No objection . 
No objection (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) · 

The AMVETS organization was granted a Federal charter in 1947 and its membership is 
currently open to individ.uals who served in the U.S. Armed Forces, including the National Guard 
and Reserves, anytime after September 15, 1940, and, unless still serving, were honorably 
discharged. (In general, the granting ofa Federal charter bestows a certain prestige upon an 
organization but does not otherwise confer any Federal benefit.) AMVETS distributes 
information to veterans and serves as an advocate for members. 

H.R. 32.14 would change the name of the "AMVETS (American Veterans of World War 
II, Korea, and Vietnam)" organization to "AMVETS (American Veterans)". The enrolled bill 
also would restructure the AMVETS governing body by replacing the current seven national vice 
commanders with two national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain, 
and six national district commanders. Finally, H.R. 3214 would change the location of the 
AMVETS headquarters and principal place of business from the District of Columbia to 
Maryland. 



According to the House·Committee report, in 1998, at the AMVETS annual convention, 
the delegates voted to change the name of the organization to more accurately reflect its 

. membership and to change the structure of the governing body as reflected in H.R. 3214 . 

. Conclusion and Recommendation 

I recommend approval ofH.R. 3214, which passed the House by voice vote and the 
Senate by unanimous consent. 

Enclosures 

·. '; 

/,<;Ai~2 
Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director 

. ,' ,• 

,·, • ..:' < 
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H.R.3214 

0nr iRundrtd ~tlltnth [ongrrss 
of thr 

~nittd ~tatrs of 2\mrrica 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Wednesday, 
the twenty-third· day of J~nuary, two thousand and two 

S!n S!ct 
To amend the charter of the AMVETS organization. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, · 
SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER. 

(a) NAME OF ORGANIZATION.-(1) Sections 22701(a) and 22706 
of title 36, United States Code, are amended by striking "AMVETS 
(American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)" and 
inserting "AMVETS (American·Veterans)". 

(2)(A) The heading of chapter 227 of such title is amended 
to read as follows: · ·. . 

"CHAPTER 227 ....... AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS)". 

(B) The item relating to such chapter in the table of chapters 
at the beginning of· subtitle II. of such title is amended to read 
as. follows: · 
"227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) ............... , .................................. : ...... 22701". 

{b) GoVERNING BOI;>Y.-Section 22704(c)(l) of such title is 
amended by striking "seven national vice commanders" and all 
that follows through "a judge advocate," and inserting "two national 
vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain, 
six national district commanders,". · · · 

(c) HEADQUARTERS AND PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS.-Sec­
tion 22708 of such title is amended-. 

(1) by striking "the Pistrict of Columbia" in the first sen­
tence and inserting "Maryland"; and 

(2) by striking "the District of Columbia" in the second 
sentence and inserting "Maryland". 

APPROVED 
OCT 1.6 2002 
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SS/ RM NO. S-1<613/ 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFINGMEMORANDUM 

Date: 10-11-02 9:00 PM ACTION I CONCURRENCE/CQMMENT DUE BY: 10-15-02 5:00 PM 

' 
Subject: ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3214 .-·AMVETS ORGANIZATION CHARTER AMENDMENTS 

ACTION . FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT rT D HUBBARD D D 
\ 

. CARD rl D IRASTORZA D D 

BARTLETT rY D JOHNSON D D 

BLAKEMAN D D LINDSEY ·-.1· D 

BOLTEN rT D ·MARBURGER D D 

BRIDGELAND D D MIERS D D 

CALIO rr/ D RICE ~ D 

CONNAUGHTON D D RIDGE D D 

DANIELS D ~ ROVE ~ D 

FLEISCHER D rl SPELLINGS ~ D 

D ~ ~· ~ GERSON CLERK -GONZALES ~ D D ~D 

HAGIN D D D D 

HAWKINS ~ D D D 

REMARKS: . 
PLEASE FORWARD COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 P.M., 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2002, WITH A COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 
THANK YOU. 

RESPONSE: 

· Harriet E. Miers 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE QF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

October 11, 2002 
THE DIRECTOR 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: · Enrolled Bill H.R. 3214 - AMVETSOrganization Charter Amendments 
Sponsors - Rep. Bilirakis (R) FL and 3 cosponsors 

Last Day for Action 

Octob~r 18, 2002 - Friday 

Purpose 

Changes the name, composition of the governing body, and headquarters location of the 
AMVETS (American Veterans of World War II, Korea, arid Vietnam) organization. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office ofManagement artdBudget · 

Department of Veterans Affairs . · 
Department of Justice 
Department of Defense .. 

Discussion 

. \ 

Approval 

No objection 
No objection (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 

The AMVETS organization was granted a Federal charter in.1947 and its membership is 
currently open to individuals who served in the U.S.~Armed Forces,·including theNational Guard 
and Reserves, anytime after September 15, 1940, and, unless still serving,. were honorably 
discharged. (In general, the granting ofa Federal charter bestows a certain prestige upon an 
organization but does not otherwise confer any Federalbenefit.) AMVETS distributes 
·.information to veterans and serves as· an advocate for members. 

H.R. 3214 would change the name of the "AMVETS (American Veterans of World War 
II, Korea, and Vietnam)" organization to "AMVETS (American Veterans)". The enrolled bill 

· also would restructure the AMVETS governing body by replacing the current seven national vice 
commanders with two national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain, 
and six national district commanders. Finally, H.R. 3214 would change the location of the 
AMVETS headquarters·andprincipal place of business from the District of Columbia to 
Maryland. · · 



According to the House Committee report,.in 1998, at the AMVETS annual convention, 
.the delegates voted to change the name of the organization to more accurately reflect its 
membership and to change the structure of the governing body as.reflected in H.R. 3214. 

Conclusion and Recommendation 

I recommend approval of RR. 3214, which passed the House by voice vote and the 
Senate by unanimous consent. ·~ · 

.Enclosures 

-yAt~d 
Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director 

-'2-
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THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON 
October 4, 2002 

The Honorable Mitchell E. Daniels,- Jr. 
Director 
Office of Management and Budget 
Attention: Assistant Director for 
Legislative Reference 
Washington, D.C. 20503 

Dear Mr. Daniels: 

2022736671 P.03/03 

As requested; I am writing fo express the views of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA)on the enrolled H.R 3214, 107th Congress, a bill to amend 
the charter of the American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam 
(AMVETS). VA has no objection to the President signing this legislation into law. 

Section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36. U.S.C: §§ 22701 (a) and 
22706 to change the name of the organization to American Veterans. Section 1 
of the enrolled bill would also amend 36 U.S.C. § 22704(c)(1) to provide thatthe 
officers of AMVETS would include two national vice commanders, a finance -. 
officer, a· judge advocate, a chaplain -and six national district commanders. In 
addition, section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36 U.S.c.- § 22708 to provide 

· that AMVETS' headquarters and -principal place of business would be in 
~aryland, rather than the District ofColumbia. · · 

Sincerely yours, 

e:trili~ 

/ 

TOTAL P~03 



107TH CONGRESS } { 
2d Session . HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES . 

REPORT 
107-569 

TO AMEND THE CHARTER OF THE AMVETS ORGANIZATION 

JULY 12, 2002.-Referred to the House Calendar and qrdered to be printed 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 

[To accompany H.R. 3214] 

[Including cost estimate of the Congressional Budget Office] 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
(H.R. 3214) to amend the charter of the AMVETS organization, 
having considered the same, reports favorably thereon without 
amendment and recommends that the bill do pass. 

CONTENTS 

Purpose and Summary ........................................................................................... . 
Background and Need for the Legislation ............................................................ . 
Hearings ...................................•...............................................................•............... 
Committee Consideration ....................................................................................... . 
Vote of the Committee ........................................................................................ ; ... . 
Committee Oversight Findings ..........................•............. , ....... , ................. ; ......•..... 
Performance Goals and Objectives ........................................................................ . 
New Budget Authority and Tax Expenditures ..................................................... . 
Congressional Budget Office. Cost Estimate ., ....................................................... . 
Constitutional Authority Statement ............. : ....................................................... . 
Section-by-Section Analysis and Discussion ......................................................... . 
Changes in Existing Law Made by the Bill, as Reported .................................... . 
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H.R. 3214 would amend the Federal charter for the American 
Veterans of World Wa:r II, Korea, and Vietnam (AMVETS). 

BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR THE LEGISLATION 

The American Veterans of World War II were founded in 1944. 
They were federally chartered in 194 7. Their charter was amended 

99-006 
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by Congress in 1950 to allow Korean War veterans to be members 
of the organization and in 1966 to allow Vietnam veterans to be 
members of the organization. In 1970, Congress acted to change 
the name of the organization to AMVETS-Anierican Veterans of 
World War II, Korea, and Vietnam. In 1984, the AMVETS charter 
was amended to allow anyone who served honorably after 1940 to 
join AMVETS. In 1990, Congress acted to allow the membership for 
national guardsmen and reservists. 

In 1998, at the AMVETS annual convention,· the delegates voted 
for an official name change from American Veterans of World War 
II, Korea, and Vietnam to American Veterans to more accurately 
reflect the membership of AMVETS. Additionally, the AMVETS 
have voted to change the structure of their governing body. R.R. 
3214 contains language to reflect the structure change in the stat­
ute. Finally, the organization has changed the location of their 
headquarters from the District of Columbia to Lanham,. Maryland. 
Therefore, the "Headquarters. and principal place of business" sec­
tion of their charter needs to be changed to indicate. they are now 
located in Maryland. 

In order for these changes to be recognized by the Department 
of Veterans Affairs the AMVETS .Federal charter must be amend­
ed. 

HEARINGS 

No hearings were held on R.R. 3214. 

COMMITTEE CD:N'SIDERATION. 

Ori April 17, 2002, the Subcommittee on Immigration and Claims 
met in . open session and ordered· favorably reported· the bill R.R. 
3214, by voice vote, a quorum being present. On July 10, 2002, the 
Committee met in open syssion and ordered. favorably reported the 
bill H.R. 3214 without amendment by voice vote, a quorum being 
present. 

VOTE OF THE COMMITTEE · 

There were no recorded votes t;;rken on R.R. 3214: 

COMMITTEE OVERSIGHT FINDINGS 

In compliance with clause 3(c)(l) of rule XIII .of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives, the Committee reports that the findings 
and recommendations of the Committee, based on oversight activi­
ties under clause 2(b)(l) of rule X of the Rules of the House of Rep­
resentatives, are incorporated in the descriptive portions of this re-
port. · 

PERFORMANCE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

The bill would change the name of the organization to American 
Veterans, the structure of the organization's governing body, and 
the location of the organization's headquarters. 
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NEW BUDGET AUTHORITY AND TAX EXPENDITURES 

Clause 3(c)(2) of House rule XIII is inapplicable because this leg­
. islation does not provide new budgetary authority or increased tax 
expenditures. 

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE COST ESTIMATE 

In compliance with clause 3(c)(3) of rule XIII of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives, the Committee sets forth, with respect to 
the bill, R.R. 3214, the following estimate and comparison prepared 
by the Director of the Congressional Budget Office under section 
402 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974: 

VB. CONGRESS, 
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE, 

Washington, DC, July 12, 2002. 
Hon. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, Jr., Chairman, 
Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The Congressional Budget Office has .pre­
pared the enclosed cost estimate for R.R. 3214, a bill to amend the 
charter of the AMVETS organization. 

If you wish further details on this estimate, we will be pleased 
to provide them. The CBO staff contact is Melissa E. Zimmerman, 
who can be reached at 226-2840. 

Sincerely, 
DAN L. CRIPPEN, Director. 

Enclosure 

cc: Honorable John Conyers, Jr. 
Ranking Member 

H.R. 3214-A bill to amend the charter of the AMVETS organiza­
tion. 

R.R. 3214 would make several changes to the Federal charter for 
AMVETS, a veterans association. These changes would confer no 
Federal benefits. Thus, CBO estimates that enacting this legisla­
tion: would result in no cost to the Federal Government. Because 
R.R. 3214 would not affect direct spending or receipts, pay-as-you­
go procedures would not apply. The bill contains no intergovern-

. mental or private-sector mandates as defined in the Unfunded 
Mandates Reform Act and would not affect the budgets of State, 
local, or tribal governments. 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Melissa E. Zimmer­
man, who can be reached at 226-2840. This estimate was approved 
by Peter H. Fontaine, Deputy Assistant Director for Budget Anal­
ysis. 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 3(d)(l) of rule XIII of the Rules of the House 
of Representatives; the Committee finds the authority for this legis­
lation in article 1, section 8 of the Constitution. 
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SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER 

Section l(a) changes the name of the organization from AMVETS 
(American Veterans of World War II, Korea, .and Vietnam) to 
AMVETS (American Veterans) and also inserts the new name in 
the heading of chapter 227 of title 36 and the table of chapters at 
the beginning of subtitle II of title 36. 

Section l(b) changes the structure of the governing body of the 
organiZation. ']'he body will consist of a national commander, two 
national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a 
chaplain, si,x national districtcomma.nders, and a provost marshal. 

Section l(c) changes the location of the organization's head­
quarters and principal place of business from the District of Colum­
bia to Maryland. 

CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW MADE BY THE BILL, AS REPORTED 

In compliance with clause 3(e) of rnle XIII of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives, changes in existing law made by the bill, 
as reported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omit­
ted is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, 
existing law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman): 

TITLE 36, UNITED STATES CODE 

* * * * * * * . 

SUBTITLE II-PATRIOTIC AND NATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 

* * *· * * * * 
PART B-'-ORGANIZATIONS 

* * * * * *· 
[227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS OF WORLD WAR ll, KOREA, 

AND VIETNAM) ................................ : ....................•...... , ......................... 22701] 
227. AMVETS(AMERICANVETERANSJ ······.···"····; .......•...... ; ...... ; .................... 22701 

* * * * * * 

PART B--'-ORGANIZATIONS · 

* * * * * * * 
' . . 

[CHAPTER 227-'-AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS OF 
WORLD WARII, KOREA, AND VIETNAM)] 

CHAPTER 22?"'-AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS} 

* * * * * * *' 

§ 22701. Organization ·. . 
. (a) FEDERAL CHARTER.-[AMVETS (American Veterans of 

World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)] AMVETS (American Veterans) 
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(in this chapter, the "corporation") is a federally chartered corpora­
tion. 

* * * * * * * 
§22704. Governing body 

Ca) * * * 
* * * * * * * 

(c) OFFICERS.-(1) The officers of the corporation are a national 
commander,. [seven national vice commanders, one of whom shall 
be a woman, a finance officer, an adjutant,. a judge advocate,]. two 
national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a 
chaplain, six national district commanders, and a· provost marshal. 

* * * * * * * 
§ 22706. Exclusive right to name, seals, emblems, and badges 

The corporation and its State, regional, and local subdivisions 
have the exclusive right to use the name "[AMVETS (American 
Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)] AMVETS (Amer­
ican Veterans)" and seals, emblems, and badges the corporation 
adopts. 

* * * * * * * 
§ 22708. Headquarters and principal place of business 

The headquarters and principal place of business of the cor­
poration shall be in [the District of Columbia] Maryland. However, 
the activities of the corporation are not confined to [the District of 
Columbia] Maryland but may.be conducted throughout the States, 
territories, and· possessions of the United States. 

* *' * * * * 
MARKUP TRANSCRIPT . 

BUSINESS MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 10; 2002 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 

Washington, DC. 
The Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:17 a.m., in Room 

2141, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. F. James Sensen­
brenner, Jr. [Chairman of the Committee] presiding. 

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The Committee will be in order. A 
working quorum is present. 

It is the intention of the Chair to deal with the three vetel'ans 
bills en. bloc and then the two private bills en bloc before getting 
to the homeland security bill, H.R. 5005. 

The first item on the agenda is the consideration of H.R. 3838, 
3214, and 3988, which, without objection, will be considered en 
bloc. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. 
Gekas, the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border 
Security, and Claims, for a motion. 

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Chairman, the Subcommittee on Immigration, 
Border Security, and Claims reports favorably the bills H.R. 3838, 
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H.R. 3214, and H.R. 3988, and moves their favorable recommenda­
tion to the full House. 

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, the bills will be 
considered as read and open for amendment at any point. 

[The bill, H.R. 3214, follows:] 
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107TH CONGRESS H R 3 214 . 1ST SESSIO~ ··. . . . . 

To amend the charter of the AMVETS organization. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

NOVEMBER 1, 2001 

Mr. BILrn.uas (for himself and Mr. EVANS) introduced the following bil~ 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

A BILL 
To amend the charter of the A11VETS organization. 

I 

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of .A.rnerica in Congress assembled, 

3 SECTION i: AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER. 

4 (a) NA.ME OF ORGANIZATION.-(1) Sections 

5. 22701(a). and 22706 of title 36, United States Code, are 

6 amended by striking "£\ilVETS (American Veterans of 

7 World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)" and inserting 

8 "AlvfVETS (American Veterans)". 

9 (2)(A) The heading of chapter 227 of such title is 

10 amended to read as follows: 
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2 

"CHAPTER 227-AMVETS (AMERICAN 

2 VETERANS)". 

3 (B) The item relating to such chapter in the table 

4 of chapters at the beginning of subtitle II of such title 

5 is amended to read as follows: 

"227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) ......................................... 22701". 

6 (b) GOVERNING BODY.-Section 22704(c)(l) of such 

7 title is amended by striking "seven national vice com-

8 manders" and all that follows through "a judge advocate," 

9 and inserting "two national vice commanders, a finance 

10 officer, a. judge advocate, a chaplain, six national district 

11 commanders,". 

12 (c) HEADQUARTERS .AND PRINCIP.AL PLACE 01', 

13 BUSINESS.-Section 22708 of such title is a.mended-

14 (1) by striking "the District. of Columbia" m 

15 the fi r·st sentence and inserting "1vfar)'land"; and 

16 (2) by striking "the District of Columbia" m 

17 the second sentence and inserting· "Maryland". 

0 

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania to strike the last word. 

Mr. GEKAS. I thank the Chair: 
These three bills attend to membership problems that have been 

encountered by three of our esteemed veterans organizations: the 
American Legion, the VFW, and AMVETS. In each case, the cur­
rent language of their charters prevents veterans from succeeding . 
conflicts or wars or battles to be eligible for respective membership 
in those organizations. 

For instance, in the VFW problem, the veterans from the action 
in Somalia and Kosovo would be ineligible under the current char-
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ter language. This would cure that and mean-it would allow those 
which were actually conflicts and people actually died, those would 
be cleared up in the language of the new charter. 

As to the AMVETS, which was currently-is currently restricted 
to American veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam, the 
language is changed to allow people to join who had been in con­
sequent conflicts and wars after those three. So people in Desert 
Storm and Desert Shield, for instance, otherwise ineligible, would 
now b.ecome eligible for the AMVETS. 

In the Legion, by quirk of the current language, the people who 
are veterans of Desert Shield and Desert. Storm again and Iraq, 

. Bosnia, Kosovo, and Afghanistan would not be eligible to join the 
American Legion. This language, as we propose, would allow them 
to qualify for those. 

I ask for unanimous approval of these three bills. 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The gentlewoman from Texas, Ms. 

Jackson Lee. 
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Thank you very much. Let me indicate my 

support for these three bills, which, again, would amend the Fed­
eral ·charter of the American veterans of World War II under H.R. 
3214, and would-World War II, Korea, and Vietnam vets·, to re­
flect changes made at their 1998 convention, and in H.R. 3838 
would amend the Federal charter of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
This legislation would allow any member of the Armed Forces who 
received hostile fire or imminent danger pay to be a member .ofthe 
VFW. And I agree with taking them en bloc, and R.R. 3988, this 
bil1 makes a technical amendment to the membership qualifi.ca­
tions language of the Federal chatter of the American Legion. 
We're doing as we have been asked and reviewed, and, therefore, 
I ask my colleagues to unanimously support this legislation as we 
move forward. 

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Chairman? 
Chairman, SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, all Members may 

insert opening statements in the record at this point. 
Are there amendments? The gentleman from North Carolina. 
Mr. COBLE. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike the last word and 

will .not consume my 5 minutes. . 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The gentleman is recognized for 5 

minutes. · 
Mr. COBLE. I'd like to ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania a 

question, if! may. · 
Mr. Gekas, it is my belief that. the agencies involved endorse 

these. proposals. 
Mr. GEKAS. That's correct. The individual organizations them­

selves approve, of course, and many of the current members aw 
prove, from what we've been able to discern, and future members, 
of course, would like to see--

Mr. COBLE. I thank you. 
Reclaiming mytime, Mr. Chairman, I'm a member of the VFW 

and the American Legion Post back in North Carolina, and I can't 
speak nationally but I know back home our post continues to suffer 
the loss of membership of younger members. Most of our members 
are-I don't mean in the geezer stage, but at least we're advancing . 
in age, and I think-I think these proposals will address that and 1 
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probably bring-why is everybody smiling when I say "geezer" and 
looking at me?· . . . · · 

But I yield back, Mr. Ch!lirman, and endorse passage. 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER .. Without objection, the gentleman 

from North Carolina's name will be stricken from the roll of gee­
zers. 

Are there amendments? [Laughter.] 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Hearing none, the Chair notes the 

presence of a reporting quorum. The question occurs on the motion 
to report H.R. 3838, 3214, and .3988 favorably enbloc. Those in 
favor will.say aye. Opposed, no. .. 

The ayes appear to have it, and the motion tci report favorably 
is adqpted. . · 
With~mt objection, . the Chairman is authorized to move to go to 

conference pursuant to House rules. Without objection, .the staff is 
directed to make any technical and conforming changes, and all 
Members will be given 2 days; as provided by the rules, in which 
·to· submit additional· dissenting, suppleme?tal, or minority views. 

0 

\ 

r ·. 

I 



H. R. 3214 

<9m t~undrrd ~rbrnth [ongrrns 
of the 

linitrd ~ratrn of gmrrirn 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Wednesday, 
the twenty-third day of January, two thousand and two 

51n 51ct 
To amend the charter of the AMVETS organization. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
SECTION l. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER. 

(a) NAME OF 0RGANIZATION.-{l) Sections 22701(a) and 22706 
of title 36, United States Code, are amended by striking "AMVETS 
(American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)" and 
inserting "A.MVETS (American Veterans)". 

(2)(A.) The heading of chapter 227 of such title is amended 
to read as ,follows: 

"CHAPTER 227-AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS)". 

(Bl The item relating to such chapter in the table of chapters 
at the beginning of subtitle II of such title is amended to read 
as follows: 
"227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) ....................................•..........••....•... .22701". 

(b) GOVERNING BODY.-Section 22704(c)(l) of such title is 
amended by striking "seven national vice commanders" and aff 
that follows through "a judge advocate," and inserting "two national 
vice co=anders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain, 
six national district commanders,". 

(c) HEADQUARTERS AND PRINCIPAL Pl.ACE OF BUSINESS.-Sec­
tion 22708 of such title is amended- · 

(1) by striking "the District of Columbia" in the first sen­
tence and inserting "Maryland"; and 

(2) by striking "the District of Columbia" in the second 
sentence and inserting "Maryland". 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Vice President of the United States and 
President of the Senate. 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2050 , ' f 

October 11, 2~02 J '.I . 
THE DIRECTOR 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.R. 3214 -AMVETS Organization Charter Amendments 
Sponsors - Rep. Bilirakis (R) FL and 3 cosponsors 

Last Day for Action 

. October 18, 2002 - Friday 

Purpose 

Changes the name, composition of the governing body, and headquarters location of the 
AMVETS (American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam) organization. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department of Veterans Affairs 
Department of Justice 
Department of Defense 

Discussion 

Approval, 

No objection . 
No objection (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 

The AMVETS organization was granted a Federal charter in 1947 and its membership is 
currently open to individuals who served in the U.S. Armed Forces, including the National Guard 
and Reserves, anytime after September 15, 1940, and, unless still serving, were honorably 
discharged. (In general, the grantihg of a Federal charter bestows a certain prestige upon an 
organization but does not·otherwise confer any Federal benefit.) AMV.ETS distributes 
information to veterans and serves as an advocate for members. 

H.R. 3214 would change the name of the "AMVETS (American Veterans of World War 
II, Korea, and Vietnam)" organization to "AMVETS (American Veterans)". The enrolled bill 
also would restructure the AMVETS governing body by replacing the current seven national vice 
commanders with two national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain, 
and six national district commanders. Finally, H.R. 3214 'Yould change the location of the 
AMVETS headquarters and principal place of business from the District of Columbia to 
Maryland. 



According to the House Committee report, in 1998, at the AMVETS annual convention, 
the delegates voted to change the name of the organization to more accurately reflect its 
membership and to change the structure of the governing body as reflected in H.R. 3214. 

Conclusion and Recommendation 

I recommend approval ofH.R. 3214, which passed the House by voice vote and the 
Senate by unanimous consent. 

Enclosures 

11Ai~2 
Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director 
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H.R.3214 

Bills Received at the White House 

Official Title 

An Act to amend the charter of the AMVETS organization. 

Date received and 
notification to OMB: 

Last day for action: 

518'131 

1017/2002 ' 
10/18/2002 
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SS/ RM NO. 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Date: 10-11-02 9:00 PM ACTION I CONCURRENCE I COMMENT DUE BY: 10-15-02 5:00 PM 

Subject: ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3214--AMVETS ORGANIZATION CHARTER AMENDMENTS 

VICE PRESIDENT µfl> 

\ 

CARD~ 

BARTLETT 

BLAKEMAN 

BOLTEN 

BRIDGELAND 

CALIO o·(__. 

CONNAUGHTON 

DANIELS 

FLEISCHER 

GERSON 

GONZALES o'-

HAGIN 

HAWKINS 

REMARKS: 

ACTION 

~ 
~ 
rY 
D 

rJ' 

D 

D 

D 

D 

~ 
D 

r-' 

FYI 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

rfl 
rl. 
•rJ' 
D 

D 

D 

HUBBARD 

IRASTORZA 

JOHNSON 

LINDSEY 

.MARBURGER 

MIERS 

RICE 

RIDGE 

ROVE 

.. L. SPELLINGS ... 

CLERK 

ACTION 

D 

D 

D 

ti' 

D 

D 

D 

D 

FYI 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

~ 
D 

D 

D 

PLEASE FORWARD COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 P.M., 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2002, WITH A COPYTO-THE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 
THANK YOU. 

RESPONSE: 

Harriet E. Miers 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 



OCT-04-2002 16=22 
' 

UACO 

THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON 
October 4, 2002 

The Honorable Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director 
Office of Management and Budget 
Attention: Assistant Director for · 
Legislative Reference 

·Washington, D.C. 20503 

Dear Mr. Daniels: 

2022736671 P.03~03 

As requested, I am writing to express the views of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) on the enrolled H.R. 3214, 107th Congress, a bill to amend 
the charter of the American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam 
(AMVETS). VA has no objection to the President signing this legislation into law. 

Section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36. U.S.C. §§ 22701 (a) and 
22706 to change the name of the organization to American Veterans. Section 1 
of the enrolled bill would also amend 36 U.S.C. § 22704(c)(1) to provide that the 
officers of AMVETS would include two national vice commanders, a finance 
officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain and six national district commanders. In 

·addition, section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36 U.S.C. § 22708 to provide 
that AMVETS' headquarters and principal place of business would be in 
Maryland, rather than the District of Columbia. · 

Sincerely yours, 

t:t;C,r4 

TOTAL P.03 
--------------------~ ·--··-·-·· -·· 



107.TH CONGRESS ·} { 
2d Session HO.USE .OF REPRESENTATNES 

REPORT 
107-569 

TO AMEND THE CHARTER OF THE AMVETS ORGANIZATION 

JULY 12, 2002.-Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER, fromthe Committee ori the Judiciary;· 
submitted ·the·. following 

REPORT 

[To accompany H.R. 3214] 

[Including cost .estimate of the Congressional Budget Office] 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
(H.R. 3214) to amend the charter of the AMVETS organization, 
having considered the same, reports· favorably thereon without 
amendment and recommends that the bill do pass. 

CONTENTS. 

Purpose and Summary ............. ; ................... : .... ·: ............................ , ...................... .. 
Back~ound and Need for the Legislation .............. , ............................................. . 

~:~~ftee·c~;;~i·a~~~iX~-;;··:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Vote of the Committee ........................... :., ..................................... ,.: ....................... . 
Committee Oversight Findings ................... :: ....... , ...... ; .......................................... . 
Performance Goals and Objectives ................................. : ...................................... . 
New Budget Authority and Tax Expenditures ...... : ............. : ............................... .. 
Congressiorial Budget Office Cost Estimate ................... : ...................................... . 
Constitutional Authority Statement .............. ::.: ... : ........................... ' .................... . 
Section-by-Section Analysis and Discussion ........................................................ .. 
Changes in Existing Law Made by the Bill, as Reported ................................... .. 

· Markup Transcript ....................... : ......................................................................... . 

PURPOSE AND SUMMARY 
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H.R. 3214 would amend the Federal charter for the Ari'ierican 
Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam (AMVETS). 

BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR THE LEGISLATION 

The American Veterans of World War II were founded in 1944. 
They were .federally .chartered in 194 7. Their charter was amended 

99.--006 





. ·. H.R 3214.wol:tld make several'chE!'ng~~·t~the F~derarcharter for .. 
:. AMVETS, a veterans association. These changes would ccinfer no 
· Federal benefits. Thus, CBO estimates that enacting this legisla- . ·· ··· 
tion would result in no cost to the Federal Government. Because -
RR 3214 would not affect direct spending or receipts, pay-as-you-: 
go procedures· would not apply. The bill contains· no intergovern- . 
mental or private-sector .mandates as defined in· the ·Unfunded 

. Mandates Reform Act and would not. affect the budgets of State, 
local, or.tribal governments.. . , . . . . . . . 
- The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Melissa E. ·Zimmer­
man, who can be reached at 226-:-2840. This estimate was approved 
by Peter H .. Fontaine, Deputy Assistant Director for Budget Anal-.· 

.Ysis. · · ' · 
'.,Co. ·. 



SECTION~BY-SECTiON ANALYSIS .AND DISCUSSION 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER . 

. . · Section l(a) change~ the nanie of the organiz~tio:i1. froni AMvETS ·• · .. 
(American Veterans of World War II, · Korea, and Vietnam) · to. 
AMVETS (American Veterans) arid also inserts the new name in·. · 
the heading of.chapter 227 of title 36 .and the_ table of chapters .at 

· the beginning of subtitle II of title .36. · · ·. . . ·· · · · .· · . · · . 
· Section l(b) changes the structure of the governing body of the 
organization. The body will ·consist· of a national commander, two 

·.national vice commandEirs, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a · 
· chaplain, six national district commanders, and a provost marshal. 
.•. Section l(c) changes the. location of the · organization's head-.• 
quarters and principal place of business from the District of Colum- : . 
bia to Maryland. . · · · . . · 

CHANGES IN EXISTING I.Aw MADE BY THE BILL, 0AsRE~oRiEn' 
In compliance with clause 3(e) of rule XriI of the Rule!! of the 

House of Representatives, changes in existing law made by the bill, 
as reported, are showrt as follows (existing.law proposed to be omit-.:. 
ted is enclosed ill bla'ck brackets, new matter is printed in italii::s, . ' 
existing law in whicl;i no change is proposed. is shown in romari): 



* * * 
(c) OFFICERS.-(1) The office~s ~f the corporation are a national 

commander, [seven national vice commanders, one of whom shall 
be a woman, a finance officer, an adjutant, a judge. advocate,] two · 
national vice commanders, a finance officer; a judge advocate, a 

· · chaplain, six national district commanders, and a provost marshal. 

* * * * 
§ 22706. Exdusive right t() name, seals, ~mblems, and badges . 

· The corporation and its State, regional, and local subdivisions 
have the exclusive right to use the name "[AMVETS. (American•·. 

·.Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)] AMVETS (Amer­
ican. Veterans)" and seals, emblems, a.ild badges .the corporation · 
adopts. · 

* * 
§ 2270s •. Headquarters and prindpal place of business ··• 

The headquarters and principal . place. of business of the cor­
poration shall be in [the District of Columbia] Maryland. However, 
the activities of the corporation are not confined to [the District of· 

... Columbia] Maryland but may be conducted throughout the States, . 
territories, and possessions of the United States. · .... 

HousE OF REPRESENTATIVES, . . . . .. . . . . . 
· .. · . . . . . ··. .• . . . ; . . . .• COMMITTEE ON THE JumciARY, .. . • 

··· · · · · .. · · · .·. . · .. . : . ·. Washington, DC. · 
The Committee met, pursuant' to notice, at 10:17 a.m,, in Room .. 

2141, Rayburn House Office Building,. Hon. F. James Sensen- •. 
brenner, Jr. [Chairman of the Committee] presiding. .· . · .. 

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The Committee will be in·. order, ·A 
working quorum is present. . · .· . . • ' · • 

It.is the intention of the Chair to deal With the three veterans 
bills en. bloc and then the two private bills en bloc before .. getting 
to the homeland security bill, H.R. 5005. · · . · ·. · · .. · · · .. · . · 

The first item on the agenda is the consideration of H:R. 3838, · .. 
3214, .and 3988, which, without objection, will be considered en· 

. bloc. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. 
Gekas, the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border 
Security, and·Claims, for a motion. ·· · .. · . . · . . ••·• · · . ... . ... · . 

Mr.· GEKAS. Mr, Chairman, the Subcommittee on Immigration,· 
· B9rder Security, and Claims reports favorably the bills. H.R. 3838, . 
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107TH CONGRESS .. u· .R· .· 32·14.' . 1ST SESSIO~ . . 
·.· . . . . 

r:r' 

'I'o. amend the charter of the AMVETS organizati~n, 

I.N THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES·. 

NOVEMBER 1, 2001 

Mr. BILIRAiml (for himself and Mr. EVAl'\S) introduced the follo~ng bill; 
'vhich was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary . 

To amend the charter of the MfVETS organizatfon. 

· 1 Be .it enacted. by the ·senate and House of Represe'tita-

2 tives of the United States. of Arneryca in Congress assembled, 

3 SECTION 1. AMENDl\IENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER~ 

4 (a) NAME OF 0RGANIZATION.-:(1) 
. . . . . 

5 22701(a) and 22706 of title 36, United States Code, are 
' . . 

6 amended by striking "A}'IVETS (American Veterans of 

7 World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)" and inserting 

8 "~A.lvIVETS (.American Veterans)''. 

9 (2)(A) The heading of chapter227 
' . . 

. ~ - . ,-

10 amended to read as follows:. 





ter language. -This .would cure that- and m~~~-~it wou]d .allow those : 
which were actually conflicts and people actually died, those would 

· be .cleared up in the language of the new charter .. ·. _. - · ·- · · ... · - . -
. As to the AMVETS, which was currently-::-is currently restricted . 
to American veterans of World War II, Kore!l, and Vietnam, the -
language is changed to allow people to join who had been in con- __ 

_ sequent conflicts and wars after 'those three. So people in Desert_., ' 
-Storm and Desert Shield', for instance, otherwise ineligible, would • 
now become eligible for .the AMVETS. -

: . In the Legion, by quirk of the current language, the -people who --
are- veterans of .Desert Shield -and Desert. Storm again and Iraq, 

·. _ -Bosnia, Kosovo, and Afghanistan would not -be· eligible to join the .· 
- American Legion. This language, as we propose, would allow them -

to qualify for those: . . , . _ .. · ·· -· · · .- . _ '. , . · · · -
... I ask for unanimous approval ·of these three bills. 

'- . Chairman SENSENBRENNER. ':l;'he gentlewoman from Texas,. 
Jack~on Lee. _ - · . . _ . . _ - · , . 

Ms. JACKSON LEE~ Thank .yqu -very much. Let me. indicate : my 
. ·support for these three bills, which, again, would amend the Fed­
-eral charter of the American veterans of World War II under H.R. 
. 3214, and would-World War II, Korea, and Vietnam vets, to re-
-. fleet changes made at their 1998- convention, and in H.R. 3838 · 

would amend the Federal charter of the Veterans of Fon:iign Wars.·· 
_. This legislation would allow any member of the Armed Forces who -
--received hostile fire or imminent danger pay to be a member of the 

VFW. And I agree with taking them en bloc, and H.R. 3988, this 
bill makes a technical amendment to the· membership qualifica­
tions language -of the Federal .charter of the American Legion .. _ 
We're doing as we have been asked and reviewed, and, therefore, 

·.I ask my colleagues to unanimouslysuppo_rt thisJegislation as we 
· move forward. ·· - " ·· .. '. · - ·-. - - · -, ·: "' · ---- . -. · ·. ·· · - · : .. -
- Mr. COBLE. Mr: Chairman? . . _ . - . . . .. 

_Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, all Members may ' -
insert opening statements in the record .at this point. -' - - • . ' : - - . 
. ·, Are_there amendments? The gentleman fro:tn Ncirth Carolina .. ·-. _ -
.. Mr, COBLE. Mr.· Chairman, I mov.e. to_ strike the last word a_nd 
will .not consume my 5 minutes~ _ _ _ . , ... - . · _ 
:- · Chairman -SENSENBRENNER. The ·gentleman.· is recognized for . 5 
-minutes. . . · _ _ . . . · . . _ · _ _ 

Mr. COBLE: I'd like to ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania a 
'questfon, if I may. . . · · _ · . _ . . · . . 
- Mr. Gekas, it is my belief that the ·agencies involved endorse· 
· these proposals. . . · . · . . . ·. . . . . . 

.• . .·Mr. GEKAS, . That's correct. The individual organizations . them-.· 
··selves approve, of course, and many of the. current memberi;i ap~ 
.. prove, from what we've been able. to :discern, and future members, 

of-course·, would like. to 'see--·-.·. · · · 
. . . Mr. COBLE. I thank you: . '. . ' . . - ·- .. - ... 

.. - Reclaiming my tiIDe, Mr. Chairman; I'm .a member of the VFW 
_·and the American Legion _Post baclt in North Carolina, and I can't 

.. - speak nationally .but I know' back 'home our post continues to suffer 
· . the loss. of membership· of ·younger members; ·Most· of our members 
· _'are-I don't mean iri ·the geezer stage, but at least we're advancing ·. 
· '-' in .age; :an~.· I -think-I think the5-e · propos-als will address· that and· : 

. . ~ . 



probably bring-why is everybody smiling when I say, "geezer" and 
looking at me? . 

But I yield back, Mr. Chairman, and endorse passage. 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, . the gentleman 

from North Carolina's name will be stricken .from the roll of gee-
. zers. . 

Are there amendments? [Laughter.] . 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Headng none, the Chair notes the 

presence of a reporting quorum. The question occurs on the motion 
to report H.R. 3838, 3214, and 3988 favorably en bloc. Those in 
favor will say aye. Opposed, no. . .· · . 

The ayes appear to have it, arid the motion to report favorably 
· . is adopted. · · . · . · · · · 

. Without objection, the Chairman is authorized to move to go to 
conference. pursuant to House rules. Without objection, the staff is 
directed to make any technicaLand conforming changes, and all 
Members will be given 2 days, as provided by the rules, in which 
to submit additional dissenting, supplemental, or minority views. 



R.R. 3214 

<Bnc ittundrcd. ~cllrnth Q:ongrcss 
of the 

~nitcd ~rates of 5lmcrica 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the.City .;[Washington on Wednesday, 
the twenty-third day of January, two thousand. and two. 

To amend the charter of the AMVETS organization. 

Be it enacted by the Senate· and •House ·of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
SECTIO!'l 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER. 

(a) NAME OF 0RGANIZATION.-(1) Sections 2270l(a) and 22706 
of title 36, United States Code, are amended by striking "AMVETS . 
(American Veterans ofWorld War II, Korea, and Vietnam)" and 
inserting "AMVETS (American Veterans)". 

(2)(A) T,he heading of chapter 227 of such title is amended 
to read as follows: . 

"CHAPTER 227~AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS)". 

(B) The item relating to such chapter in the table of chapters 
at the beginning of subtitle II of such title. is amended to read 
as follows: 
"227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) ......................................................... 22701". 

(b) GOVERNING BODY;~ection 22704(c)(l) of· such title is 
amended by striking "seven national vice commanders" and all · 
that follows through "a judge advocate," and inserting "two national 
vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain, 
six national district commanders,". · 

(c) HEADQUARTERS AND PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS.-Sec­
tion 22708 of such title is amended-

(1) by striking "the District of Columbia" in the first sen­
tence and inserting "Maryland"; and 

(2) by striking "the District of Columbia" in the second 
sentence and inserting "Maryland". 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Vice President of the United States and 
President of the Senate .. 



H.R.3214 

®nt ittnndrtd ~t\1tnth [ongrrss 
.of tht 

.· tlnittd ~tatrs of 2lmrrica. ·. 
'• ' . ' 

AT THE SECOND SESSION ·· 

Begun and held <Jt the City ~f Washington on Wednesday, 
. . the twenty-:third day. of January, two thousand and two 

21.n 21.ct 
' ... .. : 

To aI11end the charter of the AMVETS organization. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House Qf Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, · · 
SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER. . . 

(a) NAME OF ORGANIZATION.~1) Sections 22701(a). and 22706 
of title 36~ United States Code,. are amended by striking. "AMVETS 
(American Veterans of World .War II; Korea, and Vietnam)" and 
inserting "AMVETS (American Veterans)". · 

(2)(A) The heading of chapter 227 of such title is amended 
to read as follows: . 

"CHAPTER 227""'.'.'"AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS)". 

(B) The item relating to such. chapter in the table of chapters 
at the begillning of subtitle 11 of such title is amended to read 
as follows: 
"227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) ; ......................................... ; .............. .22701". 

(b) GOVERNING BODY.-Section 22704(c)(l) of such title is 
amended by striking "seven national vice .commanders" and all 
that follows through "a judge advocate," andinserting "two national 
vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain, 
six natiollal district commanders,". . . . . . 

(c) HEADQUARTERS AND PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS.-Sec-
tion 22708 of such title is amended'- · · 

(1} by striking"the District of Columbia" in the first sen­
tence and inserting "Maryland"; and 

(2) by striking "the District of Columbia" in the second · 
sentence and inserting "Maryland". 

Speaker of the Hou,.se of Representatives . 

. VicePr.esident of the United States and 
· · · · · President of the Se1J,ate. · 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

. WASHINGTON, D. C. 20503 

October 11, 2002 
THE DIRECTOR 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill,H.R. 3214 -AMVETS Organization Charter Amendments 
Sponsors - Rep. Bilirakis (R) FL and 3 cosponsors 

Last Day for Action· 

October 18, 2002 - Friday . 

Purpose 

Changes the name, composition of the governing body, and headquarters location of the 
AMVETS (American Veteran~ of World War U~ Korea, and Vietnam) organization. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget · 
. 0 

Department of Veterans Affairs 
Department of Justice · 
Department of Defense 

Discussion 

.Approval 

No objection . 
No objection (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 

The AMVETS organization was granted a Federal charter in 1947 and its membership is 
currently open to individuals who served in the U.S. Armed Forces, including' the National Guard 
and Reserves, anytime after September 15, 1940, and, unless still serving, were honorably 
discharged. (In general, the granting of a Federal charter bestows a certain prestige upon an 
organization but does not otherwise confer any Federal benefit.) AMVETS distributes 
information to veterans and serves as an advocate for members. 

H.R. 3214 would change the name of the "AMVETS (American Veterans of World War 
n, Korea; and Vietnam)" organization to "AMVETS (American Veterans)''. The enrolled bill 
also would restructure the AMVETS governing body by replacing the current seven national vice 
commanders with two national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain, 
·and six nationai district commanders. Finally, H.R. 3214 would change the location of the 
AMVETS headquarters and principal place of business frorri the District of Columbia to· 
Maryland. 

) 

St<t.1-:J I 



According to the House Committee report, in 1998, at the AMVETS annual convention, 
the delegates voted to change the name of the organization to more accurately reflect its 
membership and to change the structure of the governing body as reflected in H.R. 3214. 

Conclusion and Recommendation 

I recommend approval ofH.R. 3214, which passed the House by voice vote and the 
Senate by unanimous consent. 

Enclosures 

wi:~a 
Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Direetor 
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SS/ RM NO. ')1<67?>/ 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING·MEMORANDUM 

Date: 10-11-02 9:00 PM ACTION I CONCURRENCE I COMMENT DUE BY: 10-15-02 5:00 PM 

Subject: ENROLLED BILL H.R. 32,14 -- AMVETS ORGANIZATION CHARTER AMENDMENTS 

ACTION FYI ACTION· FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT rT 0 .HUBBARD 0 0 
\ ~ 0 0 0 CARD. IRASTORZA. 

BARTLETT r/ 0 JOHNSON 0 0 

BLAKEMAN 0 0 LINDSEY rt' 0 

rJ'· / 

BOLTEN 0 MARBURGER 0 0 

BRIDGE LAND 0 0 MIERS 0 0 

CALIO ~ 0 RICE Iii' 0 

CONNAUGHTON 0 0 RIDGE 0 0 

DANIELS 0 ~· ROVE ~· 0 

FLEISCHER 0 rl SPELLINGS .~· 0 

GERSON 0 ·~ CLERK. 0 r:/ 
GONZALES ~· 0 0 0 

HAGIN 0 0 0 0 

HAWKINS ~ 0 0 0 

REMARKS: 
PLEASE FORWARD COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, ORFAX 56148, BY 5:00 P.M., 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2002, WITH A COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 
THANK YOU. 

· RESPONSE: 

Harriet E. Miers 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

October 11, 2002 
I 

THE DIRECTOR 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.R. 3214 - AMVETS Organization Charter Amendments 
Sponsors - Rep. Bilirakis (R) FL and 3 cosponsors 

Last Day for Action 

October 18, 2002 - Friday 

Purpose 

Changes the name, composition of the governing body, and headquarters location of the 
AMVETS (American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam) organization. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department of Veterans Affairs 
Department of Justice 
Department of Defense 

Discussion 

Approval 

No objection 
No objection (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 

The AMVETS organization was granted a Federal charter in 194 7 and its membership is 
currently open to individuals who served in the U.S. Armed Forces, including the National Guard 
and Reserves, anytime after September 15, 1940, and, unless still serving, were honorably 
discharged. (In general, the granting of a Federal charter bestows a certain prestige upon an 
organization but does not otherwise confer any Federal benefit.) AMVETS distributes 
information to veterans and serves as an advocate for members. 

H.R. 3214 would change the name of the "AMVETS (American Veterans of World War 
II, Korea, and Vietnam)" organization to "AMVETS (American Veterans)". The enrolled bill 
also would restructure the AMVETS governing body by replacing the current seven national vice 
commanders with two national vice commanders, a finance Officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain, 
and six national district commanders. Finally, H.R. 3214 would change the location of the 
.AMVETS headquarters and principal place of business from the District of Columbia to 
Maryland. 



According to the House Committee report, in. 1998, at the AMVETS annual convention, .. 
the delegates voted to change the name 6f the Qrganization to more accurately reflect its . 
membership and to change the structure of the governing body as reflected in H.R. 3214 .. 

Conclusion· and Recommendation 

I re.commend approval of RR. 3214, which passed the House by voice vote and the 
Senate by unanimous consent: - . . , . 

Enclosures 

\ ' 

]l.Ai~2 
Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 

··Director 

I' 

\·.· 

. -2-

., . 
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THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON 
October4, 2002 

The Honorable Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
·Director·· 
Office of Management arid Budget · 
Attention: Assistant Director for. 
Legislative Reference 
Washington, D.C. 20503 

Dear Mr. Daniels: 
. . 

. \ 

. As requested, lam writing to express the views of the Department of . 
Veterans Affairs (VA) on the enrolled H.R. 3214, 107lh Congress, a bill to amend 

. the charter of the American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam · 
· (Af"1VETS)~ VA has no objection to the President signing this legislation into law. 

Section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36 U.$.C, §§ 22701(a) and 
. 22706 to change thename of the organization to American Veterans. Section 1 

of:the enrolled bill would also amend 36 U.S;C, § 22704(c)(1) to prqvid'e that the· 
officers of AMVETS would indude two national vice commanders, a finance 

.·· officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain and six national.district commanders. In 
· addition, section 1 of the ·enrolled bill would amend 36U.S.c.· § 22708 to provide, · 
that AMVETS' headquarters and principal place of business would be in 
Maryland, rather than the District of Columbia .. · · · 

Since.rely yours, .. 

. ··~rit;i·.~· 

TOTAL P.03 



107TH CONGRESS } . . . . { 
2d Session HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES .. 

REPORT 

107-569 

.TO AMEND THE CHARTER OF THEAMVETS ORGANIZATION 

JULY 12, 2002.-Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to .be printed 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 

[To accompany H.R 3214] 

[Including cost estimate of the Congressional Budget Office] 

The Committee. on the Judiciary, to· whom was referred the bill 
(R.R. 3214) to amend the charter of the AMVETS organization, 
having considered the same, reports favorably thereon without 
amendment and recommends that the bill do pass. 

CONTENTS 

Purpose· and Summary ........................................................................................... . 
Background and Need for the Legislation ............................................... ; ............ . 
Hearings ............................ ; ......................... ; .. , ..................................... , .................. . 
Committee Consideration .................................................................. , ....... ; ............. . 
Vote of the Committee .. ; ................................ ; ....................................................... : .. . 
Committee Oversight Findings ............................................................................... · 
Performance Goals and·Objectives ................................ , ............... ; ...... , ................ . 
New Budget Authority and Tax Expenditures ...................................................... . 
Congressional Budget Office. Cost Estimate ......................................................... . 
Constitutional' Authority Statement ..................................................................... . 
Section-by-Section Analysis and Discussion ..... , ................................................. : .. 
Changes in Existing Law Made by the Bill, as .Reported .: ................................. ;. 
Markup Transcript ......................................... : ....................................................... . 

PURPOSE AND SUMMARY 
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fl.R. 3214 would amend the Federal charter for the American 
Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam CAMVETS). 

BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR THE LEGISLATION 

The American Veterans of World War II were founded in 1944. 
They were federally chartered in 1947. Their charter was. amended 

99-006 
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by Congress in 1950 to allow Korean War veterans to be members 
of the organization and in .1966 to allow Vietnam veterans to be 
members of the organization. In 1970, Congress acted to change 
the name of the organization to AMVETS-American Veterans of · 
World War II, Korea, and Vietnam. In 1984, the AMVETS charter 
was amended to allow anyone who served honorably after 1940 to 
join AMVETS. In 1990, Congress acted to allow the membership for 
national· guardsmen and reservists. 

In 1998, ·at the AMVETS annual convention, the delegates voted 
for an official name change from American Veterans ofWorld War 
II, Korea, and Vietnam to American Veterans to more accurately 
reflect the membership of AMVETS. Additionally, the AMVETS 
have voted to change the structure of their governing body. H.R. 
3214. contains language to reflect the structure change in the stat­
ute. Finally, the organization has changed the location of their 
headquarters from the District of Columbia to Lanham, Maryland. 
Therefore, the "Headquarters and principal place of business" sec­
tion of their charter needs to be changed to indicate they are now 
located in Maryland. 

In order for· these changes to be recognized by the Department 
of Veterans Affairs the AMVETS Federal charter must be amend-
ed. · 

HEARINGS 

No hearings were held on RR. _3214, 

COMMITTEE -CONSIDERATION 

On April 17, 2002, the Subcommittee on Immigration and Claims 
met in open session and ordered favorably reported the bill H.R. 
3214, by voice vote, a quorum being present. OnJuly 10, 2002, the 
Committee met in open session and ordered favorably reported the 
bill H.R. 3214 without amendment by voice vote, a quorum being 
present. 

VOTE OF THE COMMITTEE 

There were no recorded votes taken on H.R. 3214. 

COMMITTEE OVERSIGHT FINDINGS. 

In compliance with clause 3(c)(l) of rule XIII of the Rules ofthe 
House of Representatives, the Committee reports that the findings ' 
and recommendations of the Committee, based on oversight activi­
ties under clause 2(b)(l) of rule X of the Rules of the House of Rep­
resentatives, are incorporated in the descriptive portions of this re­
port. 

PERFORMANCE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

The bill would change the name ()f the organization to American 
Veterans, the structure of the organization's governing body, and 
the location of the organization's headquarters. 
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NEW BUDGET AUTHORITY AND TAX EXPENDITURES·. 

Clause 3(c)(2) of House rule XIII if? inapplicable because 'this leg­
islation does not provide new budgetary authority or increased tax 
expenditures. · 

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE COST ESTIMATE 

In compliance with clause 3(c)(3) of rule XIII ofthe Rules of the 
House of Representatives, the Committee sets forth, with respect to 
the bill, H.R 3214, the following estimate and comparison prepared 
by the Director of the Congressional Budget Office under section 
402 of the Congressio~al Budget Act of 1974: · 

U.S. CONGRESS, 
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE, 

_ Washington, DC, July 12, 2002. 
Hon. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, Jr., Chairman, 
Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. .· . . · 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The Congressional Budget Office has pre­
pared the enclosed cost estimate for R.R. 3214, a bill to amend the 
charter of the AMVETS organization. . . 

If you wish further details on this estimate, we 'will be pleased 
to provide them. The CBO staff contact is Melissa E. Zimmerman, 
who can be reached at 226-2840. 

Sincerely; 
. DAN L. CRIPPEN, Director. 

Enclosure 

cc: Honorable John Conyers, Jr. 
Ranking Member 

H.R. 3214-A bill to amend the charter of the AMVETS organita- · 
tion. 

H.R. 3214 would make several changes to the Federal charter for 
AMVETS, a veterans association. These changes would. confer no 
Federal benefits. Thus, CBO estimates that enacting this legisla­
tion would result in no .cost to the Federal Government. Because 
R.R. 3214 would not affect direct spending or receipts, pay-as-you­
go procedures would not apply. The bill contains no intergovern­
mental or private-sector mandates as defined in the Unfunded 
Mandates Reform Act and would not affect the budgets of State, 
local, or tribal governments. 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Melissa E. Zimmer­
man, who can be reached at 226-2840. This estimate was approved 
by Peter H. Fontaine, Deputy· Assistant Director for Budget Anal­
ysis. 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 3(d)(l) of rule XIII of the Rules of the House 
of Representatives, 'the Committee finds the authority forthis legis­
lation in article 1, section 8 of the Constitution. 
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SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER 

Section l(a) changes the name of the organization from AMVETS 
(American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam) to 

, AMVETS (American Veterans) and also inserts the new name in 
the heading of chapter 227 of title 36 and the table of chapters at 
the beginning of subtitle II of title 36. 

Section 1(b) changes the structure of the governing body of the 
organization .. The body will consist of a national commander, two 
national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a 
chaplain, si/c national district commanders, and a provost marshal. 

Section l(c) changes the location of the organization's head­
quarters and principal place of business from the District of Colum-
bia to Maryhmd. · 

CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW MADE BY THE BILL, AS .REPORTED 

In compliance with clause 3(e) of rule XIII of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives, changes in existing law made by the bill, 
as reported, are shoWn as follows (existing law proposed to be omit­
ted is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, 
existing law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman): 

TITLE 36, UNITED STATES CODE 

* * * * * * * 
SUBTITLE II--PATRIOTIC AND NATIONAL 

ORGANIZATIONS 

* * * * * * * 
PART·B-ORGANIZATIONS 

* * * * * * 
[227: AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS OF WORLD WAR II, KOREA, 

AND VIETNAM) ····.·······························'··············································.-·· 22701] 
227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) ................. : ........................................ 22701 

* * * * * * * 
PART B-ORGANIZATIONS 

* * * * 
[CHAPTER 227-AMVETS <AMERICAN VETERANS.OF 

WORLD WAR II, KOREA, AND VIETNAM)] 

CHAPTER 227-AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) 

* * * * * * * 
§ 22701. Organization 

(a) FEDERAL CHARTER.-[AMVETS (American Veterans of 
World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)] AMVETS (American Veterans) 
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(in this chapter, the "corporation") is a federally chartered corpora­
. tion. 

* * * * ~' * * 
§22704. Governing body 

(a) * * * 

* * * * :* * * 
(c) OFFICERS.-(1) The officers of the corporation are a national 

commander, [seven national vice commanders, one of whom shall 
be a woman, a finance officer, an adjutant, a judge advocate,] two 
national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a 
chaplain, six national district commanders, and a provost marshal. 

* * * * * * * 
§r22706. Exclusive right to name, seals, emblems, and badges 

The corporation and its State, regional, and local subdivisions 
have the exclusive right to use the name "[AMVETS (American 
Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)] AMVETS (Amer­
ican Veterans)" and seals, emblems, and badges the corporation 
adopts. 

* * * * * * * 
§ 22708. Headquarters ahd principal place of business 

The headquarters and principal place of business of the cor­
poration shall be in [the District of Columbia] Maryland. However, 
the activities of the corporation are not confined to [the District of 
Columbia] Maryland but may be conducted throughout the States; 
territories, and possessions of the United States. 

* . * * * * * 
MARKUP TRANSCRIPT 

BUSINESS MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 10, 2002 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 

Washington, DC. 
The Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:17 a.m., in Room . 

2141, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. F. James Sensen­
brenner, Jr. [Chairman of the Committee] presiding. 

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The Committee will be in order. A 
working quorum is present. 

It is the intention of the Chair to deal with the three veterans 
bills en bloc and then the two private bills en bloc before getting 

. to the homeland security bill, H.R. 5005.. . 
The first item on the agenda is the consideration of H.R. 3838; 

3214, and 3988, which, without objection, will be considered en 
bloc. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. 
Gekas, the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border 
Security, and Claims, for a motion. 

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Chairman, the Subcommittee on Immigration, 
Border Security, and Claims reports favorably the bills H.R. 3838, 
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H.R. 3214, and H.R. 3988, and moves their favorable recommenda­
tion to the full House. 

Chairman SENSENBRENNER, Without objection, the. bills will be 
considered as read and open for amendmentat any point. 

[The bill, H.R. 3214, follows:] 
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107TH CONGRESS H R 3·2·14 lST SESSIO~ . . . • .• • . . .. 

•ro amend the charter of the AMVETS organization . 

. IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

NOVEMBER 1, 2001 

Mr. BILIRAI08 (forhirnself and Mr. EVANS) introduced the follo\ving bill; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

A.'BILL 
To amend the charter of the A11VETS organization. 

1 · Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Reprcsenta-

2 tives of the United States of .A:nieri.ca in Congress assembled, 

3 SECTION l. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER. 

4 (a) NAME OF ORGANIZATION.-(1) Sections . 

5 22701(a) and 22706 of title 36, United States Code, are 

6 amended by striking "A:VIVETS (American Veterans of 

7 World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)" and inserting 

8 "A1.{VETS (American Veterans)". 

9 (2)(A) The heading of chapter 227 of such title is 

10 amended to read as follows: 



8. 

2 

·"CHAPTER 227---AMVETS (AMERICAN 

2 VETERANS)". 

3 (B) The item relating to such chapter m the table 

4 of chapters at the beginning of subtitle II of sue.h title 

5 is amended to read as follows: 

"227: AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) ................................. , ....... 22701". 

6 (b) GOVERNING BODY.-Section 22704(c)(1) of such 

7 title is amended by striking "seven national vice com-

8 manders" and all that follows through "a judge advocate,'' 

9 ' and inserting "two national vice commanders, a finance 

lO offieer, a judge advocate, a chaplain, six national district 

11 commanders,". 

12 (c) HEADQUARTERS .AND PRINCIPAL PLACE 01<' 

13 BUSINESS.-Section 22708 of such title is amended~· 

14 (1) by striking "the District. of Columbia" in 

15 the first sentence and inserting "Maryland";. and 

16 (2) by striking "the District of Columbia" m 

17 the second sentence and inserting"Maryland". 

0 

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania to strike the last word. 

Mr. GEKAS. I tharikthe Chair. 
These three bills attend to membership problems tha:t have been 

encountered by three of our esteemed veterans organizations: the 
American Legion, the VFW, and AMVETS. In each case, the cur~ 
rent language of their charters prevents veterans from succeeding 
conflicts or wars or battles to be eligible for respective membership 
in those organizations. 

For instance, in the VFW problem, the veterans from the action 
in Somalia and Kosovo would be ineligible rind er. the current char-

( 
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ter language. This w:ould cure that and mean-it would allow those 
which were actually conflicts and . people actually died, those would 
be cleared up in the language of.the new charter. 

As to the AMVETS, which was currently-is currently restricted 
to American veterans of World. War -II, Korea, and Vietnam, the 
language is changed to allow people to join who had. been· in con­
sequent conflicts and wars after those· three. So people in Desert 
Storm and Desert Shield, for instance, otherwise ineligible, would 
now become eligible for the AMVETS. 

In the Legion, by quirk of the current language, the people whci 
are veterans of Desert Shield and Desert Storm again and Iraq, 
Bosnia, Kosovo, and Afghanistan would not be eligible to join . the 
American Legion. This language, as we propose, would allow them 
to qualify for those. · 

I ask for unanimom; approval of these three bills. 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The gentlewoman from Texas, Ms. 

Jackson.Lee. 
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Thank you very rriuch. Let me indicate my 

support for these three bills, which, again, would amend the Fed­
eral charter of the American veterans of World War II under H.R. 
3214, and would-World War II, Korea, and Vietnam vets, to re­
flect changes made at their 1998 convention, and in H.R. 3838 
would amend the Federal charter of the Veterans 'of Foreign Wars. 
This legislation would allow any member of the Armed Fortes who 
received hostile fire or imminent danger pay to be a member of the 
VFW. And I agree with taking them en bloc, and H.R. 3988, this 
bill makes a technical amendment to the membership qualifica­
tions language of the Federal charter of the American Legion. 
We're doing as we have been asked and reviewed, and, therefore, 
I ask my colleagues to unanimously .support this legislation as we 
move forward. 

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Chairman? . 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, all Members may 

insert opening statements in the record at this point. 
Are there amendments? The gentleman from North Carolina. 
Mr. COBLE. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike the last word and 

will not consume my 5 minutes. · 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The gentleman is recognized for 5 

minutes. · 
Mr. COBLE. I'd like to ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania a 

question, if I may. 
Mr. Gekas, it is my belief that the agencies involved endorse 

these proposals. · · · · 
Mr. GEKAS. That's. correct. The individual organizations them­

selves approve, of course, and many of the current members ap­
prove, from what we've been able to discern, and future members, 
of course, would like to. see--

Mr. COBLE. I thank you. 
Reclaiming my time, Mr. Chairman, I'm a member of the VFW 

and the American Legion Post back in North Carolina, and I can't 
speak nationally but I know back home our post continues to suffer 
the loss of membership of younger members. Most of our members 
are-I don't mean in the geezer stage, but at least we're advancing 
in age, and I think-I think these proposals will address that and 
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probably bring-why is everybody smiling when I say "geezer" and 
· . looking at me? 

But I yield back, Mr. Chairman, and endorse passage. 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, the gentleman 

from North Carolina's name will be stricken from the roll of gee-
zers. · 

A.re there amendments? [Laughter.] . 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Hearing none, the Chair notes the 

presence of a reporting quorum. The question .occurs ·on the motion 
to report H.R. 3838, 3214, and 3988 favorably en bloc. Those in 
favor will say aye. Opposed, no. . . _ . . · 

The ayes appear to have it, and the motion to report favorably 
is adopted. 

Without objection,. the Chairman is authorized to move to go to 
conference pursuant to House rules. Without objection,. the staff is 
directed to make any technical and conforming changes, and all 
Members will be given 2 days, as provided by the rules, in which 
to submit additional dissenting, supplemental, or minority views. 

0 
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H. R. 3214 

· 0nr i1tundrrd cSromth ttongrr.ss 
of the · 

ti.nittd iStatts of 2lmrrirn 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held al the City 4Washington on Wednesday, 
the twenty-third day'o[Jarwary, two thousand· and two 

21.n 21.ct 
To amend the charter of the AMVETS organization. 

· Be it enacted by the Senate and Hou.se of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, . 
SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER. 

(a) NAME OF ORGANIZATION.-(1) Sections 22701(a) and 22706 
of title 361 United States Code, are amended by striking "AMVETS 
(American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)" and 
inserting "AMVETS (American Veterans)". · 

(2)(A) The heading of chapter 227 of such title is amended 
to read as follows: 

"CHAPTER 227-AMVETS <AMERICAN VETERANS)". 

(B) The item relating to such chapter in the table of chapters 
at the beginning of subtitle II of such title .is amend!!d to r~ad 
as follows: · 
"227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) .........•......••.•...•..•.........•...........•....••.. .22701". 

(b) GOVERNING BODY.-Section 22704(c)(l) of such title is 
amended by striking "seven national vice commanders" and all 
that follows through "a judge advocate," and inserting "two national 
vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain, 
six national district commanders,". . . 

(c) HEADQUARTERS .AND PRINCIPAL Pl.ACE . OF BUSINESS.---Sec-
tion 22708 of such title is amended- · 

· (1) by striking "the District of Columbia" in the first sen-
tence and inserting "Maryland"; and 

(2) by striking "the District of Columbia" in the .second 
sentence and inserting "Maryland". . 

Speaker of the l,Iouse of Representatives. 

Vice President of the United States and 
President of the Senate. 



10/11/2002 FRI 09:27 FAX [gj 001 

! .,.-

********************* 
*** TX REPORT *** 
********************* 

TRANSMISSION OK 

TX/RX NO 0687 
CONNECTION TEL 51005 . 
CONNECTION ID 
ST. TIME 10/11 09: 22 
USAGE T , 05'14 
PGS. SENT 15 

) 
RESULT OK 

SS/ RM NO. 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Date: 10·11-02 9:00 PM ACTION I CONCURRENCE I COMMENT DUE BY: 10-15-02 5:00 PM 

Subject: ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3214 --AMVETS ORGANIZATION CHARTER AMENDMENTS 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT rr D HUBBARD D D 
I ~ D JRASTORZA I D D CARD 

~ 0 ' 0 D BARTLETT JOHNSON 

BLAKEMAN D 0 LINDSEY ,/ 0 

BOLTEN rJ' D MARBURGER D D 

BRIDGE LAND D D MIERS D D 

CALIO. r5I' D RICE ~ 0 

CONNAUGHTON D D RIDGE D D 

DANIEL ~ ROVE ~ D 

FLEISCHER D r{ SPELLINGS rt' D 

GERSON D ~ CLERK D -~ 

GONZALES ~ 0 D D 

HAGIN D D D 0 

·HAWKINS ~ 0 D D 

REMARKS: 
PLEASE FORWARD COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 P.M., 
-r11c~nAv nrTncu:::D 11:; ?nn? WITH A COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 



SS/RM NO. 

WHITE'HOUSE STAFFINGMEMORANDUM 

Date: 10-11-02 9:00 PM .. ACTION I CONCURRE:NCE I COMMENT DUE BY: 10-15-02 5:00 PM 

Subject: ENROLLED BILL H~R. 3214 •• AMVETS ORGANIZATION CHARTER AMENDMENTS 

' 
ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT fT'.· D ·HUBBARD D D 
' ~· 

D 
•, 

D D CARD IRASTORZA 

BARTLETT 'rgl D JOHNSON D D 

BLAKEMAN o. D ··uNDSEY ,/ ·D 

BOLTEN .rJ', D MARBURGER D D 

BRIDGELAND. D D ·MIERS D [] 

CALIO. J~ D RICE ~ .o 
CONNAUGHTON D 

,·, 

D RIOGE D D 

DANIELS 'ID. ~ ROVE ~ D 

rl rI' FLEISCHER D SPELLINGS·.·. D 

GERSON· D ~ CLERK D Fi 
GONZALES ~ D D D 

·HAGIN D D o· D 

·HAWKINS ~ o· D D 

' R~~~~~~ FORWARD COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES,,53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 P.M., 
·TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15,2002, WITH A COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE . 
. THANK YOU. 

RESPONSE: 

Harriet E. Miers 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 

I 



' 
1 • 

10/11/2002 FRI 09:33 FAX 

TRANSMISSION OK 

TX/RX NO 
CONNECTION TEL 
CONNECTION ID 
ST. TIME . 
USAGE T 
PGS. SENT 

·RESULT , 

********************* 
*** TX REPORT *** 
********************* . 

0688 

10/11 09: 27 
05'22 

15. 
OK 

66212 

SS/RMNO. 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

5'1<&1s1 

Date: 10-11-02 9:00 PM ACTION I CONCURRENCE I COMMENT DUE BY: 10-15-02 5:00 PM 

·.Subject: ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3214 --AMVETS ORGANIZATION CHARTER AMENDMENTS 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

·~. D HUBBARD·. D D 

' ~· D D CARD IRASTORZA D 

BARTLETT ' 
f!I'·' o· JOHNSON D D 

BLAKEMAN D D LINDSEY ·r/ D 

BOLTEN rJ' .D MARBURGE~ D D 

· BRIDGELAND D D MIERS D D 

CALIO rJ/ D 'RICE Iii' D 

CONNAUGHTON D D RIDGE. D D 

·DANIELS D ~ ROVE a1··. D 

FLEISCHER D ri SPELLINGS rt' D 

GERSON D ~ CLERK D 
_, 

'· -~ ·GONZALES D D D 

HAGIN D D D D 

HAWKINS rjl D D D 

REMARKS: 
PLEASE FORWARD COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 P.M., 
.... ,,..,..,... .,, "~"'""'oco "c: '>nn.; \l\llTl-I. A r.nPV TO THE SiAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 

~001 



;~ 

SS/ RM NO. 5"1'Z'73/ 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Date: 10-11-02 9:00 PM ACTION I CONCURRENCE I COMMENTDUE BY: 10-15-02 5:00 PM 

Subject: ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3214 --AMVETS ORGANIZATION CHARTER AMENDMENTS 

ACTION FYI .ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDE~ rr D Hl;JBBARD ·. D D 
' rf D D D CARD IRASTORZA 

BARTLETT r:/ D JOHNSON D D 

BLAKEMAN D D LINDSEY r/ D 

BOLTEN ~ D MARBURGER D D 

BRIDGELAND D D MIERS D D 

CALIO rV D RICE bi' D 

CONNAUGHTON . D D RIDGE. D D 

DANIELS D ~ ROVE rJ D 

FLEISCHER D rl SPELLINGS. rl D 

GERSON D ~ .. CLERK D ~ 
l . rY' GONZALES D D ,0 

HAGIN D D D D 

HAWKINS ~· D o D 

REMARKS: 
PLEASE FORWARD COMMENTS TO JIM.JUKES, 53458, ORFAX 56148, BY 5:00 P.M., 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2002, WITH A COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 
THANK YOU. 

RESPONSE: 

Harriet E. Miers 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGE! 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20503 

October 11, 2002 
THE DIRECTOR 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.K 3214 - AMVETS Organization Charter Amendments .· 
Sponsors - Rep .. Bilirakis (R) FL and 3 cosponsors 

Last Day for Action 

October 18, 2002 - Friday 

Purpose 

Changes the name, composition of the governing body, and headquarters location of the. 
AMVETS (American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam) organization. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department of Veterans Affairs 
Department of Justice 
Department of Defense 

Discussion 

Approval 

No objection . 
No objection (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 

The AMVETS organization was granted a Federal charter in 194 7 and its membership is 
currently open to individuals who served in the U.S. Armed Forces, including the National Guard 
and Reserves, anytime after September 15, 1940, and, unless still serving, were honorably 
discharged. (In general, the granting of a Federal charter bestows a certain prestige upon an 
organization but does not otherwise confer any Federal benefit.) AMVETS distributes 
information to veterans and serves as an advocate for members. 

H.R. 3214 would change the name ofthe"AMVETS(A1nerican Veterans of World War 
II, Korea, and Vietnam)" organization to "AMVETS (American Veterans)". The enrolled bill 
also would restructure the AMVETS governing body by replacing the current seven national vice 
commanders with two national vice commanders, a finance officer, ajudge advocate, a chaplain, 
and six national district commanders, Finally, H.R. 3214 would change the location of the 
AMVETS headquarters and principal place of business from the District of Columbia to 
Maryland. 



According to the House Committee report, in 1998, at the AMVETS annual convention, 
the delegates voted to change the name of the organization to more accurately reflect its 
membership and to change the structure of the governing body as reflected in H.R. 3214. 

Conclusion and Recommendation 

I recommend approval of H.R. 3214, which passed the House by voice vote and the 
Senate by unanimous consent. 

7A/ti~2 
· Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director 

Enclosures 

-2-
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THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON 
October 4, 2002 

The Honorable Mitchel/ E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director 
Office of Management and Budget 
Attention: Assistant Directorfor 
Legislative Reference 
Washington, D.C. 20503 

Dear Mr. Daniels: 

As requested, I am writing to express the views of the Department of · 
Veterans Affairs (VA) on the enrolled H.R. 3214, 10?1h Congress, a bill to amend 
the charter of the American Veterans ofWorld War JI, Korea, and Vietnam 
(AMVETS). VA has no objection to the President signing this legislation into law. · 

. . 

Section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36 U.S.C. §§ 22701{a}and 
22706 to change the name of the organization to American Veterans. Section 1 
of the enrolled bill would also amend 36 U.S.C. § 22704(c)(1) to provide that the 
officers of AMVETS would include two national vice commanders, a finance 

. officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain and six national district commanders. In 
addition, section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36 U.S.C. § 22708 ·to provide 
that AMVETS' headquarters and principal place of business would be in 
Maryland, rather than the District of Columbia. 

Sincerely yours, 

f-74/~ 
Anthony { Principi 

TOTAL P.03 



. 107TH CONGRESS} { 
. 2d Session HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

REPORT 

107-569 

TO AMEND THE CHARTER OF THE AMVETS ORGANIZATION 

JULY 12, 2~02.-Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
' submitted the following 

REPORT 

[To accompany H.R. 3214] 

[Including cost estimate of the Congressional Budget Office] 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
(H.R. 3214) to amend the charter of the AMVETS organization, 
having considered the same, reports favorably thereon without 
amendment and recommends that the bill do pass. 

CON'I~ENTS 

Purpose and Summary ........................................................................................... . 
Background and Need for the Legislation ............................................................ . 
Hearings .................................................................................................................. . 
Committee Consideration ....................................................................................... . 
Vote of the Committee ...... ; ..................................................................................... . 

~~:.fur!:~c~a~:t;~~aio~~~~tiv;~···::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
New Budget Authority and Tax Expenditures ....................................... ; ............. . 
Congressiorial Budget Office Cost Estimate ......................................................... . 
Constitutional Authority Statement ..................................................................... . 
Section-by-Section Analysis and Discussion ......................................................... . 
Changes in Existing Law Made by the Bill, as Reported ............................ :". ...... . 
Markup Transcript ........................................... : ..................................................... . 

PURPOSE AND SUMMARY 
) 

Page 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
3 
3 
4 
4 
5 

H.R. 3214 would amend the Federal charter for the American 
Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam (AMVETS). 

BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR THE LEGISLATION 

The American Veterans of World War II were founded in 1944. 
They were federally chartered in 1947. Their charter was amended. 

99-006 
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by Congress in 1950 to allow Korean War veterans to be members 
of the organization and in 1966 to allow Vietnam veter1;1ns to be 
members of the organization. In 1970, Congress acted to change 
the name of the organization to AMVETS-American Veterans of 
World War II, Korea, and Vietnam. In 1984, the AMVETS charter 
was amended to allow· anyone who served honorably after 1940 to 
join AMVETS. In 1990, Congress acted to allow the membership for 
national guardsmen and reservists. 

In 1998, at the AMVETS annual convention, the delegates voted 
for an official name change from American Veterans of W odd War 
II, Korea, and Vietnam to American Veterans to more accurately 
reflect the membership of AMVETS. Additionally, the AMVETS 
have voted to change the structure of their governing body. H.R. 
3214 contains language to reflect the structure change in the stat­
ute. Finally, the organization has changed the location of their 
headquarters from the District of Columbia to Lanham, Maryland. 
Therefore, the "Headquarters and principal place of business" sec­
tion of their charter needs to be changed to indicate they are now 
located in Maryland. 

In order for these changes to be recognized by the Department 
of Veterans Affairs the AMVETS Federal charter must be amend­
ed. 

HEARINGS 

No hearings were held on H.R. 3214. 

COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION 

On April 17, 2002, the Subcommittee on Immigration and Claims 
met in open session and ordered favorably reported the bill H.R. 
3214, by voice vote, a quorum being present. On July 10, 2002, the 
Committee met in open session and ordered favorably reported the 
bill H.R. 3214 without amendment by voice vote, a quorum being 
present. 

VOTE OF THE COMMITTEE 

There were no recorded votes taken on H.R 3214. 

COMMITTEE OVERSIGHT FINDINGS 

In compliance with clause 3(c)(l) of rule XIII of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives, the Committee reports that the findings 
and· recommendations of the Committee, based on oversight activi­
ties under clause 2(b)(l) of rule X of the Rules of the House of Rep­
resentatives, are incorporated in the descriptive portions of this re­
port. 

PERFORMANCE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

The bill would change the name of the organization to American 
Veterans, the structure of the organization's governing body, and · 
the location of the organization's headquarters. 
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NEW BUDGET AUTHORITY AND TAX EXPENDITURES 

Clause 3(c)(2) of House rule XIII is inapplicable because this leg~ 
islation does not provide new budgetary authority or increased tax 
expenditures. 

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE COST ESTIMATE 

In compliance with clause 3(c)(3} of rule XIII of the Rules· of the 
House of Representatives, the Committee sets forth, with respect to 
the bill, R.R. 3214, the following estimate and comparison prepared 
by the Director of the Congressional Budget Office under section 
402 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974: 

U.S. CONGRESS, 
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE, 

Washington, DC, July 12, 2002. 
Hon. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, Jr., Chairman, 
Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The Congressional Budget Office .has pre­
. pared the enclosed cost estimate for H.R 3214, a bill to amend the 
charter of the AMVETS organization. 

If you wish further details on this estimate, we will be pleased 
to provide them. The CBO staff contact is Melissa E. Zimmerman, 
who can be reached at 226-2840. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure 

cc: Honorable John Conyers, Jr. 
· Ranking Member 

DAN L. CRIPPEN, Director.· 

E.R. 3214-A bill to amend the charter ofthe AMVETS organiza­
tion. 

R.R. 3214 would :inake several changes to the Federal charter for 
AMVETS, a veterans association. These changes would confer no 
Federal benefits. Thus, CBO estimates that enacting this legisla­
tion would result in no cost to the Federal Government. Because 
R.R. 3214 would not affect direct spending or receipts, pay-as-you­
go procedures would not apply. The bill contains no intergovern­
mental or private~sector mandates as defined in the Unfunded 
Mandates Reform Act and would not affect the budgets of State, 
local, or tribal governments. 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Melissa E. Zimmer­
man, who can be reached at 226-2840. This estimate was approved 

. by Peter H. Fontaine, Deputy Assistant Director for Budget Anal­
ysis. 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 3(d)(l} of rule XIII of the Rules of the House 
of Representatives, the Committee finds the authority for this legis­
lation in article 1, section 8 of the Constitution. 
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SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION 

SECTION i. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER 

Secti~n ~(a) changes the name of the organization from AMVETS 
(American Veterans of World War II; Korea, and Vietnam) to 
AMVETS (American Veterans) and also inserts the new name in 
the heading. of chapter 227 Of titl~ 36 and the table of chapters at 
the beginning ofsubtitle II of title 36., . · 

Section l(b) changes the structure of the governing body of the 
organization. The body will consist of a national commander, two 
national vice commanders, a finance officer; a judge advocate, a 
chaplain, six national .district commanders, and a provost marshal. 

Section l(c) changes the location of the organization's head­
quarters and principal place of business from the District of Colum-
bia to Maryland. · · · 

CHANGES.IN EXISTING LAW MADE BY THE BILL, AS REPORTED 

. In compliance with clause 3(e) of rule XIII of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives, changes in existing law madi;i by the· bill, 
as reported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omit­
ted is. enclosed in black brackets, new .matter is printed in italics, 

·· existing law in. which no change is proposed is shown in roman): 

TITLE 36, UNITED STATES CODE 

* * * '' * * 
· SUBTITLE II-PATRIOTIC AND NATIONAL . 

ORGANIZATIONS 

* * * * * 
PART B__:QRGANIZATIONS 

* *' * * '* * 
[227. AMVETS <AMERICAN VE'l'ERANS OF WORLD WAR II, KOREA, , 

AND VIETNAM)· .. , ..... ~ ... .' ... ~ ......................... .' ...... :~~ ....... , ...... .' .. .' ............... 22701) 
227. AMVET$ (AMERICAN VETERANS) .. : ........................... w·•·•·····:~ .... :' .. ······ 22701 

* * * *' * 
PART B--..;QRGANIZATIONS. 

* * * * * * 
[CHAPTER 227---AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS OF . 

. WORLD WAR II, KOREA, AND VIETNAM)] 

. CHAPTER 227-:-AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS). · .. 

* * * 
§ 22701. Organization · . 

(a) FEDERAL. CHAR'rER.:_[AMVETS. (American Veterans ·of 
World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)] AMVETS (American Veterans) 

., 
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(in this chapter, the ''corporation") is a federally chartered corpora-
tion. · 

* * •* * * * * 
§22704. Governing bod~ 

(a) * *·* 
* * * * * * * 

(c) OFFICERS.-(1) The officers of the corporation are a national 
commander, [seven national. vice commanders, one of whom shall 
be a woman, a finance officer, an adjutant, a judge advocate,] two 
national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a 
chaplain, six national district commanders, and a provost marshal. 

* * * * * * * 
§ 22706. Exclusive right to name, seals, emblems, and badges 

The corporation a.nd its State, regional; and local subdivisions 
have the exclusive . right to use the name "Cf'.MVETS (American 
Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)] AMVETS (Amer­
ican Veterans)" and seals,·. emblems, and badges the corporation 
adopts. · 

* * * * * * * 
§ 22708. Headquarters and prinCipal place of business· 

The headquarters and principal place of business of the cor­
poration shall be in [the District of Columbia] Maryland. However, 
the activities of the corporation are not confined to [the District of 
Columbia] Maryland but may be conducted throughout the States, 
territories, and possessions of the United States. l · 

* * * * * 
MARKUP TRANSCRIPT 

BUSINESS MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 10, 2002 

* 

. . 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATNES, 

* 

COMMI'ITEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, DC. 

The Committee met, pursuant to. notice, at 10:17 a.m., in Room 
2141, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. F. James Sensen­
brenner, Jr. [Chairman of the Committee] presiding. · 

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The Committee will be in order. A 
working quorum is present. 

It is the intention of the Chair to deal with the three veterans 
bills en bloc and then the two private bills en bloc before getting 
to the homeland security bill, H.R. 5005. · 

The first item on the agenda .is the consideration of H.R. 3838, 
3214, and 3988, which, without objection, will be considered en 
bloc. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. 
Gekas, the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border · 
Security, and Claims, for a motion. 

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Chairman, the Subcommittee on Immigration, 
Border Security, and Claims reports favorably the bills H.R. 3838, 
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R.R. 3214, and H.R. 3988, and moves their favorable recommenda­
tion to the full House. 

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, the bills will be 
considered as read and open fo,r amendment at any point. 

[The bill, R.R. 3214, follows:] 
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107TH CONGRESS H ' R ... - ·3 2· 1· 4> 
lST SESSIO::-. . . • . . • . - - . . 

T;i ame~d the charter of the ~'ETS organization. 

. ·- . . 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

NOVEMJ;IER 1, 2001 

:Mr. Bn..IRAias (for liirnself.aI).d Mr. Ev.ANS) introduced the following bill; 
whiCh wns rcfcn'cd to the Committee on the Judiciary 

A·BlLL 
To amend .the charter of the AMVETS organization~ 

I 

1 .. . _ Beit enacted by the Senate and H~use of Representa-

. 2 tive.s of the Un#ed State.s of Arnenca in Congre.ss assembled, 

3 SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER. 

4. (a) - NAME . OF ORGANIZATION,-(1) ·. Sections .. 
. . . . 

5 22701(a) and22706 of title 36, United States Code, are 
- .-

6 -amended by st~ik~g ''DrvETS (American Veterans of 

· 7 World War U, Korea, and Vietnam)" and inserting 

8 ".AMVETS (AmericanVeterans)". 

9 • (2)(A) The heading of chapter 227 of such title is 

10 aI!lended to read-as follows: 

) ·-



( 

2 

3 

8 

2 

"CHAPTER 227-AMVETS (AMERICAN 

VETERANS)"~ 

(B) The item relating to such chapter m the table 

4 ·of chapters at the beginning of subtitle U of such title 

5 is amended to read as follows: . 

"227. AMVETS (AME:RICAN °VETERANS) ;, .............................. ; ........ 22701 "'. 

6 (b) GOVERNING BODY.-Section 22704(c)(l) of such 

· 7 · title is amended by striking "seven national vice com-

8 manders" and all that follows through "a judge advocate," 

9 and inserting "two national vice commanders, a finance 
_/ \ 

10 offieer, a judge advocate, a chapla1n, six national district 

11 commanders,". 

12 (c) HEADQUARTERS .AND PRINCIPAL PLACE 01'' 

13 BUSINESS.-Section 22708 of such title is a.mended-

14 (1) by striking "the District of Columbia" m 

15 the first sentence and inserting "Maryland"; and 

16 (2) by striking "the District of Columbia" m 

17 the second sentence and inserting- "Maryland". 

0 

Chairman. SENSENBRENNER. The Chair recognizes the ·gentleman 
. from Pennsylvania to strike the last word. 

Mr. GEKAS. I thank the Chair. 
These three bills attend to membership problems that have been 

encountered by three of our esteemed v1:1terans organizations: the 
American Legion, the VFW, and AMVETS. In each case, the cur­
rent language of their charters prevents veterans from succeeding 
conflicts or wars or battles to be eligible for respective membership 
in those organizations. 

For instance, in the VFW problem, the veterans from· the action 
in Somalia and Kosovo would be ineligible under the current char-
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ter language. This would cure that and mean-it would allow those 
which were actually conflicts and people actually died, those would 
be cleared up in the language of the new charter. 

As to the AMVETS, which was currently.;.._is currently restricted 
to American veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam, the 
language is . changed to allow people to join who had been in con­
sequent conflicts and wars after those three. So people in Desert 
Storm and Desert Shield, for instance, otherwise ineligible, would 
now become eligible for the AMVETS. . 

In the Legion, by quirk of the current language, the people who 
are veterans of Desert Shield and Desert Storm again and Iraq, 
Bosnia, Kosovo, and Afghanistan would not be eligible to join the 
American Legion. This language, as we propose, would allow them 
to qualify for those. 

I ask for unanimous approval of these three bills .. 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The gentlewoman from Texas, Ms. 

Jackson Lee. 
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Thank you very much. Let me indicate my 

support for these three bills, which, again, would amend the Fed­
eral charter of the American veterans of World War II under R.R. 
3214, and would-World War II, Korea, and Vietnam vets, to re­
flect changes made at their 1998 convention, and in R.R. 3838 
would amend the Federal charter of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
This legislation would allow any member of the Armed Forces· who 
received hostile fire or imminent danger pay to be a member of the 
VFW. And I agree with taking them en bloc, and R.R. 3988, this 
bill makes a technical amendment to the membership qualifica­
tions language of the Federal charter of the American Legion. 
We're doing as we have been asked and reviewed, and, therefore, 
I ask my . colleagues to unanimously support this legislation a~ we 
move forward. 
Mr~ COBLE. Mr. Chairman? 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, all Members may 

insert opening statements in the record at this point. 
Are there amendments? The gentleman from North Carolina. 

_Mr. COBLE. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike the last word and 
will not consume my 5 minutes. . 

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The gentleman is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. COBLE. I'd like to ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania a 
question, if I may. 

Mr. Gekas, it is my belief that the agencies involved endorse 
these proposals. 

Mr. GEKAS. That's correct. The individual organizations them­
selves approve, of course, and many of the current members ap­
prove, from what we've been. able to discern, and future members, 
of course, would like to see-:-

Mr. COBLE. I thank you. 
Reclaiming my time, Mr. Chairman, I'm a member of the VFW 

and the American Legion Post back in North Carolina, and I can't 
speak nationally but l know back home our post continues to suffer 
the loss of membership of younger members. Most of our members 
are-I don't mean in the geezer stage, but at least we're advancing 
in age, and I think-I think these proposals will address that and 
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probably bring_..,;why is everybody smiling when I say "geezer" and 
looking at me? 

But I yield back, Mr. Chairman, and endorse passage. 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER: · Without objection, the gentleman 

from North Carolina's name 'Will be stricken from the roll. of gee~ 
zers. 

Are there amendIIlents? [Laughter.] 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Hearing none, the Chair notes. the 

presence of a reporting quorum. The question occurs on the motion 
to report H.R 3838, 3214, and 3988 favorably en bloc. Those in 
favor will say aye. Opposed, no. , · .· 
· · The ayes appear to have it, and the motion to report favorably 
is adopted. . ·· · · . . 

Without objection, the Chairman is authorized .to niove to go to 
conference pursuant to House rules. Without objection, the staff is 
directed to make any technfoal and conforming changes, and all 

· Members will. be given 2 days, as provided by the rules, in which 
to subinit additional dissenting, supplemental, or minority views. 

0 



H. R. 3214 

<9nc i~undrrd iSrornth (tongrrns 
of thr · 

~nitrd iStatrn of 2lmrrirn 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held al the City of Washington on Wednesday, 
the twenty-third day of January, two thousand and two 

· 21.n 21.ct 
To amend the chart.er of the AMVETS organization. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AJil:vETs CHARTER. 

(a) NAME OF 0RGANIZATION.-(l) Sections 2270l(a) and 22706 
of title 36, United States Code, are amended by striking "AMVETS 
(American Veterans of World War Il, Korea, and Vietnam)" and 
inserting "AMVETS (American Veterans)". 

(2)(.A) The heading of chapter 227 of such title is amended 
to read as follows: 

"CHAPTER 227-AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS)" . 

. CB) The item relating to such chapter in the table of chapters 
at the beginning of subtitle II of such title is amended to read 
as follows: 
"227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) ......................................................... .22701". 

(b) GOVERNING BoDY.-Section 22704(c)(l) of· such title is 
amended by striking "seven national vice commiµiders" and all 
that follows through "a judge advocate," and inserting "two national 
vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain, 
six national district commanders,". 

(c) HEADQUARTERS AND PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BusINESS.-Sec-
.tion 22708 of such title is amended- · 

( 1) by striking "the District of Columbia" in the first sen­
tence and inserting "Maryland"; and 

(2) by striking "the District of Columbia" in the second 
sentence and inserting "Maryland". 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Vice President of the United States and 
President of the Senate. 



SS/ RM NO. 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Date: 10-11-02 9:00 PM ACTION I CONCURRENCE I COMMENT DUE BY: 10-15-02 5:00 PM 

Subject: ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3214 --AMVETS ORGANIZATION CHARTER AMENDMENTS 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT ·~ D HUBBARD D 
\ -)> ~ D D D CARQ. IRASTORZA 

/ rY D D D BARTLETT JOHNSON 

BLAKEMAN D D LINDSEY · ~ D 

BOLTEN ~ D MARBURGER D D: 

BRIDGELAND D D MIERS D D 

·CALIO rr/ .D RICE ' "" D 

CONNAUGHTON D D RIDGE D D 

DANIELS o. ~ ROVE ~ D 

FLJ::ISCHER D rl SPELLINGS rY D 

GERSON D rl CLERK D ~. 
GONZALES ~ D D D 

HAGIN D D D D 

HAWKINS r~ D D D 

REMARKS: 
PLEASE FORWARD COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 P.M., 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2002, WITH A COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 
THANK YOU. 

RESPONSE: 

Harriet E. Miers 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 

-.\. ;,;.. 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND· BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

October 11, 2002 
THE DIRECTOR 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.R. 3214 - AMVETS Organization Charter Amendments 
I . 

Sponsors - Rep. Bilirakis (R) FL and 3 cos,ponsors 

Last Day for Action 

October 18, 2002 - Friday 

Purpose 

Changes the name, composition of the governing'body, and headquarters location of the 
AMVETS (American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam) organization. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department of Veterans Affairs 
Department of Justice 
Department of Defense 

Discussion 

ApprO\'.al 

No objection 
No objection (Informally) 
No comment (Informally). 

The AMVETS organization was granted a Federal charter in 1947 and its membership is 
currently open to individuals who served in the U.S. Armed Forces, including the National Guard 
and Reserves, anytime after September 15, 1940, and, unless still serving, were honorably 
discharged. (In general, the granting of a Federal charter bestows a certain prestige upon an 
organization but does not otherwise confer any Federal benefit.) AMVETS distributes 
information to veterans and serves as an advocate for members. 

' 
H.R. 3214 would change the name of the "AMVETS (American Veterans of World War 

II, Korea, and Vietnam)" organization to "AMVETS (American Veterans)". The enrolled bill 
also would restructure the AMVETS governing body by replacing the current seven national vice 
commanders with two national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain,. 
and six national district commanders. Finally, H.R. 3214 would change the location of the 
AMVETS headquarters and principal place of business from the District of Columbia to 
Maryland. 



According to the House Committee report, in 1998, at the AMVETS annual convention, 
the delegates voted to change the name of the organization to more accurately reflect its . . 
membership and to change the structure of the governing body as reflected in H.R. 3214. 

Conclusion and Recommendation 

I recommend approval ofH.R. 3214, which passed the House by voice vote and the 
Senate by unanimous consent. 

Enclosures 

7J,Ai~a 
Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director 

-2-
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THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON 
October 4, 2002 

The Honorable Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Di.rector 
Office of Management and Budget 
Attention: Assistant Director for 
Legislative Reference 
Washington, D.C. 20503 

Dear Mr. Daniels: 

2022736671 P.03/03 

As requested, I am writing to express the views of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) on the enrolled H.R. 3214, 107th Congress, a bill to amend 
the charter of the American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam 
(AMVETS). VAhas no objection to the President signing this legislation into law. 

Section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36 U.S.C. §§ 22701 (a) and 
22706 to change the name of the organization to American Veterans. Section 1 
of the enrolled bill would also amend 36 U.S.C. § 22704(c)(1) to provide that the 
officers of AMVETS would include two national vice commanders, a finance 
officer. a judge advocate, a chaplain and six national district commanders. In 
addition, section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36 U.S.C. § 22708 to provide 
that AMVETS' headquarters and principal place of business would be in 
Maryland, ratherthan the District of Columbia. 

Sincerely yours, 

f:~;C.,~ 

TOTAL P.03 



l07~d ~~:S~o~ESS } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES { 
REPORT 

107-569 

TO AMEND THE CHA.RTER OF THE AMVETS ORGANIZATION 

JULY 12, 2002.-Referred to the House Calendar. and ordered to be printed 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 

[To accompany.H.R. 3214] 

[Including cost estimate of the Congressional Budget Office] 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
(R.R. 3214) to amend the charter of the AMVETS organization, 
having considered the same, reports favorably thereon without 
amendment and recommends that the bill do pass. 
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PURPOSE AND SUMMARY 

H.R. 3214 would amend the Fed~ral charter for the American 
Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam (AMVETS). 

BACKGROUND .AND NEED FOR THE LEGISLATION 

The American Veterans of World War II were founded in 1944. 
They were. federally chartered in 194 7. Their charter was amended 

99-006 
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by Congress in 1950 to allow Korean War veterans to be members 
of the organization and in 1966 to allow Vietnam veterans to be 
members of the organization. In 1970, Congress acted to change 
the name of the organization to AMVETS--::-American Veterans of 
World War II, Korea, and Vietnam. In 1984, the AMVETS charter 
was amended to allow anyone who served honorably after 1940 to 
join AMVETS. In 1990, Congress acted to allow the membership for 
national guardsmen and reservists. 

In 1998, at the AMVETS annual convention, the delegates voted 
for an official' name change from American Veterans of World War 
II, Korea, and Vietnam to American Veterans to more accurately 
reflect the membership of AMVETS. Additionally, the AMVETS 

· have voted to change the structure of their governing body. H.R. 
3214 contains language to reflect the structure change in the stat­
ute. Finally, the organization has changed the location of their 
headquarters from the District of Columbia.to Lanham, Maryland. 
Therefore, the "Headquarters and principal place of business" sec­
tion of their charter needs to be changed to indicate they are now 
located in Maryland. 

In order for these changes to be recognized by the Department 
of Veterans Affairs the AMVETS Federal charter must be amend­
ed. 

HEARINGS 

No hearings were held on H.R. 3214. 

COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION 

On April 17, 2002, the Subcommittee on Immigration and Claims 
met in open session and ordered fovorl').bly reported the bill H.R. 
3214, by voice vote, a quorum being present. On July 10, 2002, the 
Committee met in open session and ordered favorably reported the 
bill H.R._ 3214 without amendment by voice vote, a quorum being 
present. 

VOTE OF THE COMMITTEE 

There were no recorded votes taken on H.R. 3214. 

, COMMITTEE OVERSIGHT FINDINGS 

In compliance with clause 3(c)(l) -of rule XIII of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives, the Committee reports that the findings 
and recommendations of the Committee, based on oversight activi­
ties under clause 2(b)(l) of rule X of the Rules of the House of Rep­
resentatives, are incorporated in the descriptive portions of this re-
port. · 

PERFORMANCE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

The bill would change the name of the organization to American 
Veterans, th~ structure of the organization's governing body, and 
the location of the organiz1l;tion's headquarters. 
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NEW BUDGET AUTHORITY AND TAX EXPENDITURES 

Clause 3(c)(2) of House riile XIII is inapplicable because this leg­
islation does not provide new budgetary authority or increased tax 
expenditures. -

. CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE. CosT ESTIMATE 

In compliance with clause 3(~)(3) of rule XIII of the Rules of the· 
House of Representatives, the Committee sets forth, with r.espect to 
the bill, RR. 3214, the following estimate and comparison prepared 
by the Director of the Congressional Budget Office under section 
402 9f the Congressional Budget Act of 1974: · · 

1 U.S. CONGRESS, 
_ CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE, . 

Washington, DC, July 12, 2002.· 
Hon: F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, Jr., Chairman, . 
Committee on: the Judiciary, · -
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The Congressional Budget Office has pre­
pared the enclosed cost estimate for H.R. 3214, a bill to amend the 
charter of the AMVETS organization. . 

If you wish farther details on this estimate, we will be pleased 
to provide them. The CBO staff contact is Melissa E. Zimmerman, 
who can be reached at 226-2840. · · 

. Sincerely, 
DAN L. cidPPEN, Di~ector. 

Enclosure 
cc: Honorable John Conyers, Jr. 

Ranking Member - · 

H.R. 3214-A bill to amend the charter of the AMVETS organiza-
. tion. . .· · 

.- H.R. 3214 would make several changes to the Federal charter'fot 
AMVETS, :a veterans association. These changes would confer no 

. Federal benefits. Thus, .CBO estimates that enacting this ·legisla­
tion would result in no cost to the Federal G<>vernment. Because 
H.R. 3214 would not affect direet spending or receipts; pay-:as-yoU:- ·. 
go procedures would not apply. The bill contains no intergovern­
mental or private-sector .mandates as defined in the, Unfunded 
Mandates Reform Act and .would not affect the budgets of State, 
local, or tribal governments. · 

· ~ The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Melissa E. Zimmer­
man, who can be reached at 226--2840: This estimate was approved 
by Peter H. Fontaine, Deputy Assistant I)irector for Budget Anal~ . 
ysis. 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 3(d)(l) of rule XIII of the Rules of the House 
of Representatives, the .Committee finds the authority for this legis- . 
laticin'in article 1, section 8 of the Constitution. 

: . ~ 

. · .. ; 
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SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER 

Section l(a) changes the name of the organization from AMVETS 
(American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam) to 
AMVETS (American Veterans) and also inserts the new name in 
the heading of chapter 227 of title 36 and the table of chapters at 
the beginning of subtitle II of title 36. 

Section l(b) changes the structure of the governing body of the 
organization. The body will consist of a national commander, two 
national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a 
chaplain, six national district commanders, and a provost marshal. 

Section l(c) changes the location of the organization's head­
quarters and principal place of business from the District of Colum­
bia to Maryland. 

CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW MADE BY THE BILL, AS REPORTED 

In compliance with clause 3(e) of rule XIII of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives, changes in existing law made by the bill, 
as reported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omit­
ted is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, 
existing law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman): 

TITLE 36, UNITED STATES CODE 

* * * * * * * 
SUBTITLE II-PATRIOTIC AND NATIONAL 

ORGANIZATIONS . 

* * * * * * * 
PART B-ORGANIZATIONS 

* * * * * * * 
[227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERA1':l"S OF WORLD WAR II, KOREA, 

AND VIETNAM) ..................................................................................... 22701] 
227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) .......... , ..................................... :......... 22701 

* * * * * * * 

PART B-ORGANIZATIONS 

* * * * * * * 
[CHAPTER 227-AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS OF 

WORLD WAR II, KOREA, AND VJETNAM)] 

CHAPTER 227-AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) 

* * * * * * * 
§ 22701. Organization 

(a) FEDERAL CHARTER.-[AMVETS (American Veterans of 
World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)] AMVETS (American Veterans) 
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(in this chapter, the "corporation") is a federally chartered corpora-
tion. · · · · . · · 

* ·* * * * * * 
§22704. Governing body 

(a) * ·* *' 
* * '· ·*'· * * * * 

(c) OFFICERS.-(1) The dffi~ers of the corporation are. a national 
commander, [seven national vice coinmanders, one of whom shall 
be a woman, a finance officer, . an adjutant, a judge advocate,] .two · 
·national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a 
. chaplain, six national district commander:s, a,nd a. provost marshal. ·· 

* * * * * * . . . 

§.22706. Exclusive right to name, seals, emblems, and badges 
The corporation and its' State, regional, and local subdivisions 

have the exclusive right to use the name "[AMVETS (American 
Veterans of World. War II, Korea, and Vietnam)] AMVETS (Amer­
·ican Veterans)" and seals, emblems, and badges the corp.oration 
. adopts. 1.• · '. 

* ·* * * * 
§ 22708. Headquarters and principal place of business . 

The headquarters . and principal place of business of the cor­
poration shall be. in [the District of Columbia] Maryland. However, 
the activities of the corporation are not confined to [the District of 
Columbia] Maryland but may be conducted throughout the States, 
territories, and possessions of the United States. · · 

* * * * * .. ·* 
MARKUP TRANSCRIPT . 

BUSINESS MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 10; 2002 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, · 

Washington,. DC. 
The Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:17 a.m., in Room 

2141, Rayburn House Office Building, Hori. F. James Sensen­
brenner, Jr. [Chairman of the Committee] presiding. 

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The ~pommittee will be in order. A· 
working quorum is present .. · ·. · .. 

It· is the intention of the Chair to deal with the three. veterans 
bills en bloc and then .the two private bills en bloc before .getting · 
to the homelan(i security bill, H.R. 5005. · . . 

The first item· on the agenda is the consideration .of H.R. 3838, 
3214, a:r,id 3988, which, without objection, will be considered en 
bloc. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Pennsylvania" Mr. 
Gekas, the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border 
Security, and Claims, for a motion. . 

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Chairman, the Subcommittee on Immigration, 
Border Security, and Claims reports favorably the bills RR. 3838, 
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H.R. · 3214, and H.R. 3988, and moves their favorable recommenda­
tion to the full House. 

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, the bills will be 
considered as read and open for amendment at any point .. 

[The bill, H.R. 3214, follows:] 
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To amf'.nd the ahart.er of the .AMVETS orga~izatfon. 

IN THE· H<JU:SE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

NOvEMBER 1, 2001 

:Mr. BILIRAIOS (for hi~elf and Mr. EVANS) introduced the folloWing bill; 
- which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciacy . 

'A BILL 
To. amend the charter of the .AMVETS organization: 

. . . . 

I 

1 Be it enacted b'IJ the Senate and House of RcyJresenta:.. 

2 tives .of the United States of Arnerica in Congress assembled, . 

· .. 3 SECTIONl. AMENDMENTS TO AMvETS CHARTER. 
1. 

4 (a) . NAME OF · .. ORGANIZATION.-(1) Sections 

5 22701(a) and .22706 of title 36; United States Code, are 

6 amended by striking ".A}1VETS (American Veterans of 

7 World War TI, Korea, and Vietnarri)" and inserting 

8 "AMVETS (American Veterans)". 

:9 ·. (2)(A) The heading of chapter 227 of such title is 

10 amended to read as follow,s: 
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. 1 "CHAPTER 227-AMVETS .(AMERICAN 

2 · VETERANS)" . 

. 3 (B) The item relating to such. chapter in the table 

4 of chapters at the beginning of subtitle II of such title 

5 is amended to read as follows: 

"227. AMVETS (AMERlCAN VETERANS) ..........................•.............. 22701 ". 

6 (b) GOVERNING BODY.-Sect.ion 22704(c)(l) of such 

7 title is amended by striking "seven national vice com-

8 manders" and all that. follows through "ajudge advocate," 

9 and inserting "two national vice commanders, a finance 

10 offieer, a judge advocate, a chaplain, six national district 

11 commar1ders,". 

12 (c) HEADQUARTERS AND PRINCIPAL PLACE OF 

13 BUSINESS.-Section 22708 of such title is amended-

14 (1) by striking "the District of Columbia" m 

15 the fir-st sentence and inserting "Maryjand"; and 

16 (2) by striking "the District of Columbia" m 

17 the second sentence and inserting· "Maryland". 

0 

· Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania to strike the last word. 

Mr. GEKAS. I thank the Chair. 1 

These three bills attend to membership problems that have been 
encountered by three of our esteemed veterans organizations: the 
American Legion, the VFW, and AMVETS. In each case, the cur­
rent language cif their charters prevents veterans from succeeding 
conflicts or wars or battles to be eligible for respective membership 
in those. organizations. 

For instance, in the VFW problem, the veterans from the action 
in Somalia and Kosovo would be ineligible under the current char-
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ter language. This would cure that and 'mean-it would allow those 
which were actually conflicts and people actually died, those would 
be cleared up in the language of the new charter. 

AB to the AMVETS, which was currently-is currently restricted 
to American veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam, the 
language is changed . to allow people to. join who had been in con- r 
sequent conflicts and wars ·after those three. 'So people in Desert 
Storm and Desert Shield, for instance, otherwise ineligible, would· 
now become eligible for the AMVETS. 

In the Legion, by quirk of the current language, the people who 
are veterans of Desert Shield and · Desert Storm again and Iraq, 
Bosnia, Kosovo, and Afghanistan would not be eligible to join the 
American Legion. This language, as we propose, would allow them 
to qualify for those. 

I ask for unanimous approval of these three bills. 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The gentlewoman from Texas, Ms. 

· Jackson Lee. 
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Thank you very much. Let me indicate my 

support for these three bills, which, again, would amend the Fed­
eral charter of the American veterans of World War II under H.R. 
3214, and would~World War II, Korea, and Vietnam vets, to re­
flect changes made at their 1998 convention, and in H.R. 3838 
would amend the. Federal' charter of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
This legislation would allow any niember of the Armed Forces who 
received hostile fire or· imminent danger pay to be a member of the 
VFW. And I agree with taking them en bloc, and H.R 3988, this 
bill makes a technical amendment to the membership qualifica­
tions language of the Federal . charter of the American Legion. 
We're doing as we have been asked and reviewed, and, therefore, 
I ask my colleagues to unanimously support thisJegislation as we 
move forward. 

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Chairman? 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, all Members may 

insert opening statements in the record at this point. · 
Are there amendments? The gentleman from North Carolina. 
Mr. COBLE. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike the last word and 

will not consume my 5 minutes. . . . 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The gentleman is ·recognized for 5 

minutes. . · 
Mr. COBLE. I'd like to ask tl;ie gentleman from Pennsylvania a 

question, if I may. 
Mr. Gekas, it is my belief that the agencies involved endorse 

these proposals, ·· ' 
Mr. GEKAS. That's correct. The individual organizations them­

selves approve, of course, and many of the current members ap­
prove, from what we've been able to discern, and future members, 
of course, would like to see-

Mr. COBLE. I thank you. . 
Reclaiming my time, Mr,· Chairman, I'm a member of the VFW 

and the American Legion Post back in North Carolina, and I can't 
speak nationally but I know back home our post continues to suffer 
the loss of membership qf younger members. Most of our members 
are-I don't mean in the geezer sfage, but at least we're advancing 
in age, and I think-I think these proposals will address that and 
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probably bring-why is everybody smiling when I say "geezer" and 
looking at me?. · . · .. · · 

But I yield back, Mr. -Chairman, and endorse passage. 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, the gentleman 

from North Carolina's name will be stricken from the roll of gee­
·zers. 

Are there amendments? [Laughter.]' . 
Chairni.an SENSENBRENNER. , Hearing none, the Chair notes the 

presence ofa reporting quorum. The question occurs on.the ·motion 
to report H.R. 3838, 3214, and 3988 favorably en bloc. Those in 
favor will say aye. Opposed, no. . · 

The ayes appear to have it, and the motion to report favorably 
is adopted. . . . . 

Without objection, the Chairman is authorized to move to go to 
conference pursuant to House rules. Without· objection, the staff is 
directed to make any technical. and conforming changes, and all 
Members will be given · 2 days, as provided by the rules, in which 
to submit additional dissenting, supplemental, or minority views. 

0 

I· 
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<9nc tlundrrd ~rnrnth [ongrcss 
·of ·rhr 

· Rnittd ~term· of S!mrrirn . 
j . AT THE SECOND (SESSION 

·Begun. and held ...:i .the City ;,f Wruhington on Wednesday, 
the twenty-third.day of Janu.ary, hDO thousand and two 

9.n 9.ct 
To amend the charter of the AMVETS·organization. 

. Be it eno.cted by the Seno.te and House of Representatives of 
the United States.of America in Congress ass~mbled, 
SECTION i; AMENDMEN'i:'S 'i'O AMVETS CHAJtTER. . 

(a) NAME OF .ORGANIZATION.~1) Sections 2270l(a) and 22706 
of title 36; United States Code, are amended by striking "AMVETS 
(.American Veterans of 'World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)" and 
inserting "AMVETS (Anierican Veterans)". 

(2)(A) The heading of chapter 227 of such title is amended 
to read as follo:ws: 

' "CHAPTER 227"'""AMVETS <AMERICAN VETERANS)" . 

. CB) The item relating to such chapter in the table of chapters 
at. the beginni?J.g of subtitle JI of such title .is amended to re11-d 
as follows: 
·"227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) •.• , ............... ; ..................................... .22701". 

(b) GOVERN):NG BODY.-Section 22704(c)(l) of· such ·title is 
amended by striking "seven national · vice co,mmanders" and· all 
that follows through "a judge advocate," and inserting "two national 
vice comm.anders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain, 
six national district commanders,". · 

(c) E.EADQUARTERS AND PRINCIPAL PLACE .OF BUSINESS.-Sec­
tion 22708 of such title is amended~ 

. (1) by striking "the .District of ·Columbia" in the first sen­
tence and inserting "Maryland"; and 

(2) by striking "the District of Columbia" in the second 
sentence.and inserting "Maryland". 

Speaker· of the House of Representatives. 

Viee President of the. United States and 
President of the Senate. 



·' 
~Ii "7's/ SS/ RM NO. '. ______ _ 

· WHITE BOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Date: 10;.11-02 9:00 PM ACTION I CONCURRENCE I COMMENT DUE BY: 10-15-02 5:00 f>'iVI 'f'.:-:.:_> '.;; 

Subject: ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3214 --AMVETS ORGANIZATION CHARTER AMENDMENTS 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT rl D HUBSARD D D 
' rl D IRASTORZA D D CARD 

BARTLETT rY D 'JOHNSON D [] 

BLAKEMAN. D D LINDSEY 
i· ~ D 

BOLTEN ~-. D MARBURGER D D 
\ -

BRIDGELAND D Q. . MIERS D D 
.·CALIQ ... rY D . RICE li1' D 

CONNAUGHTON D D .RIDGE D D 

DANIELS D rrl ·ROVE ~ D 

FLEISCHER .o .. rl SPELLINGS ~ D 
. ' 

GERSON D 
. ·.· rJ'· 

CLERK D r< 
GONZALES rjl' D D D 

HAGIN D ,Q D D 

HAWKINS ~··, D D D 

REMARKS: 
PLEASE FORWARD COiytMENTS TO JIM JUKES,53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 P.M., 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER15, 2002, WITH A COPY T9 THE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 

· THANK YOU .. 

RESPONSE·: 

.Harriet E. Miers 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

October 11, 2002 
THE DIRECTOR 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Emolled Bill H.R. 3214 -AMVETS Organization Charter Amendments 
Sponsors.:..._ Rep. Bilirakis (R}FL and3 cosponsors 

Last Day for Action 

October 18, 2002 - Friday 

Purpose 

Changes the name, composition of the governing body, and headquarters location of the 
AMVETS (American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam) organization. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department of Veterans Affairs 
Department of Justice 
Department of Defense 

Discussion 

Approval 

No objection 
No objection (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 

The AMVETS organization was granted a Federal charter in 194 7 and its membership is 
currently open to individuals who served in the U.S. Armed Forces, including the National Guard 
and Reserves, anytime after September 15, 1940, and, unless still serving, were honorably 
discharged. (In general, the granting of a Federal charter bestows a certain prestige upon an 
organization but does not otherwise confer any Federal benefit.) AMVETS distributes 
information to veterans and serves as an advocate for members. 

H.R. 3214 would change the name of the "AMVETS (American V~terans of World War 
II, Korea, and Vietnam)" organizationto "AMVETS(American Veterans)". The emolled bill 
also would restructure the AMVETS governing body by replacing the current seven national vice 
commanders with two national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain, 
·and six national district commanders. Finally, H.R. 3214 would change the location of the 
AMVETS headquarters and principal place of business from the District of Columbia to 
Maryland. 



· According to the House Committee report, in 1998, at the AMVETS annual convention, 
the delegates voted to change the name of the organization to more accurately reflect its 
membership and to change the structure of the governing body as reflected in H.R. 3214. 

Conclusion and Recommendation 

I recommend approval of H.R. 3214, which passed the House by voice vote and the 
Senate by unanimous consent. 

Enclosures 

~i~a 
Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director 

-2-
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THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON 
October 4, 2002 

The Honorable Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director 
Office of Management and Budget 
Attention: Assistant Director for 
Legislative Reference 
Washington, D.C. 20503 

Dear Mr. Daniels: 

2022736671 P.03/03 

. As requested, I am writing to express the views of the Department of. . . 
Veterans Affairs (VA) on the enrolled H.R. 3214, JO?th Congress, a bill to amend. 
the charter of the American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam 
(AMVETS). VA has no objection to the President signing this legislation into law. 

Section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36. U.S.C. §§ 22701(a) and 
22706.to change the name of the organization to American Veterans. Section 1 
of the enrolled bill would also amend 36 U.S.C. § 22704(c)(1) to provide that the 
officers of AMVETS would include two na~ional vice commanders, a finance 
officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain and six national district commanders.·· In 
addition, section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36 U.S.C. § 22708 to provide 
thatAMVETS' headquarters and principal place of business would be in 
Maryland, rather than the District of Columbia. 

Sincerely yours, 

t:tic.i·~ 

TOTAL P.03 
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107TH CONGRESS } { 
2d Session HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

REPORT 

_107-569 

TO AMEND THECHARTER OF THE AMVETS ORGANIZATION 

JULY 12, 2002.-RefeI"!'ed to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed 

Mr. SENSENBRENNER, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 

[To accompany H.R. 3214] 

[Including cost estimate of the Congressional Budget Office] 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
(H.R. 3214) to amend the charter of the AMVETS organization, 
having considered the · same, reports favorably thereon without 
amendment and recommends that the bill do pass. · 
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PURPOSE AND. SUMMARY 

H.R. 3214 would amend the Federal charter for the American 
Veterans of Woi-ld War II, Korea, and Vietnam CAMVETS). 

BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR THE LEGISLATION 

The American Veterans of World War II were founded in 1944. 
They were federally chartered in 1947. Their charter was amended 
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by Congress in 1950 to allow Korean War veterans to be members 
of the organization and in 1966 to allow Vietnam veterans to be 
members of the organization. In 1970, Congress acted to change 
the name of the organization to. AMVETS-American Veterans of 
World War U, Korea, and Vietnam. In 1984, the AMVETS charter 
was amended to allow anyone who served honorably after 1940 to 
join AMVETS. In 1990,. Congress acted to allow the membership for 
national guardsmen and reservists. 

In 1998, at the AMVETS annual convention, the delegates voted 
for an official name change. from American Veterans qf World War 
II, Korea, and Vietnam to American Veterans to more accurately 
reflect the membership of AMVETS. Additionally, the AMVETS 
have voted to change the structure of their governing body. H.R. 
3214 contains language tci reflect the structure change .in the stat­
ute. Finally, the organization has changed the location of their 
headquarters from the District of Columbia to Lanham, Maryland. 
Therefore, the ''Headquarters and principal place of business" sec­
tion of their charter needs to be changed to indicate they are now 

. located in Maryland. 
In order for these changes to be recognized by the Department 

of Veterans Affairs the AMVETS Federal charter must be amend­
ed. 

( 
HEARINGS 

No hearings were held on H.R. 3214. 

COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION 

On April 17, 2002, the Subcommittee on Immigration and Claims 
met in open session and ordered favorably reported the bill H.R. 
3214, by voice vote, a quorum being present. On July 10, 2002, the 
Committee met in open session and ordered favorably reported the 
bill H.R. 3214 without amendment by voice vote, a quorum being 
present. 

VOTE OF THE COMMITTEE 

There were no recorded votes taken on H,R. 3214. 

COMMITTEE OVERSIGHT FINDINGS 

In compliance with clause 3(c)(l) of rule XIII of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives, the Committee reports that the findings 

· and recommendations of the Committee, based on oversight activi­
ties under clause 2(b)(l) of rule X of the Rules of the House of Rep­
resentatives, are incorporated in the descriptive portions of this re-
port. · 

PERFORMANCE GoAis AND OBJECTIVES 

The bill would change the name of the organization to· American 
Veterans, the structure of the organization's governing body, and 
the location of the organization's headquarters. 
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NEW BUDGET AUTHORITY AND TAX EXPENDITURES 

Clause 3(c)(2) of House rule XIII is inapplicable because this leg­
islation does not provide new budgetary authority or increased tax 
expenditures. 

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE COST ESTIMATE 

In compliance with clause 3(c)(3) of rule XIII of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives, the Committee sets forth, with respect to 
the bill, H.R 3214, the following estimate and comparison prepared 
by the Director of the Congressional Budget Office under section 
402 of the Congressional Budget Act .of 1974: 

U.S. CONGRESS, 
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE, 

Washington, DC, July 12, 2002. 
Hon. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, Jr., Chairman, 
Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The Congressional Budget Office has pre­
pared the enclosed cost estimate for H.R. 3214, a bill to amend the 
charter of the AMVETS organization. 

If you wish further details on this estimate, we will be pleased 
to provide them. The CBO staff contact is Melissa E. Zimmerman, 
who can be reached at 226-2840. 

Sincerely, ' 
DAN L. CRIPPEN, Director., 

Enclosure 

, cc: Honorable John Conyers, Jr. 
Ranking Member 

H.R. 3214-A bill to amend the chatter of the AMVETS organiza­
tion. 

H.R. 3214 would make several. changes to the Federal charter for 
AMVETS, a veterans asso.ciation. These changes would confer no 
Federal benefits. Thus, CBO estimates that enacting this legisla­
tion would result in no cost to the Federal Government. Because 
H.R. 3214 would not affect direct spending or receipts, pay-as-you­
go procedures would not apply.· The bill contains no ·intergovern­
mental or private-sector mandates as defined in the Unfunded 
Mandates Reform Act and would not affect the budgets of State, 
local, or tribal governments. 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Melissa E. Zimmer­
man, who can be rea,ched at 226-2840. This estimate was approved 
by Peter H. Fontaine, Deputy Assistant Director for Budget Anal­
ysis. 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 3(d)(l) of rule XIII of the Rules of the House 
of Representatives, the Committee finds. the authority for this legis­
lation in article 1, section 8 of the Constitution. 

\ 
I 
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SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION 

SECTION 1,.. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER 

Section l(a) changes the name of the organization from AMVETS 
(American Veterans of World War II, Korea, apd, Vietnam) to 
AMVETS (American Veterans) and also inserts the new nam(:l in 
the heading of chapter 227 of title 36 and the table of chapters at 
the beginning of subtitle II of title 36. 

Section l(b) changes the structure of the governing body of the 
organization. The body will consist of a national commander, two 
national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a 
chaplain, six national district commanders, and a provost marshal: 

Section l(c) changes the location of the organization's head­
quarters and principal place of business from the District of Colum­
bia to Maryland. 

CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW MADE BY THE BILL, Af3 REPORTED 

In compliance with clause 3(e) of rule XIII of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives, changes in existing law made by the bill, 
as reported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omit­
ted is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, 
existing law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman): 

TITLE 36, UNITED STATES CODE 

* * * * * * * 

SUBTITLE II-PATRIOTIC AND NATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 

* * * * * * * 
PART B-ORGANIZATIONS 

* * * * * * * 
[227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS OF WORLD WAR. II, KOREA, 

AND VIETNAM) ....... , ............................................................................. 22701] 
227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) .......................................................... 22701 

* * * * * * * 
PART B-ORGANIZATIONS 

* * * * * * * 
[CHAPTER 227-AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS OF 

WORLD WAR II, KOREA, AND VIETNAM)] 

CHAPTER 227~AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) 

* * * * * * 
§ 22701. Organization 

(a) FEDERAL CHARTER.-[AMVETS . (American Veterans of 
World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)] .Alv.lVETS (American Veterans) 



I 

5 

(in this chapter, the "corporation") is a federally chartered corpora­
tion. 

* 
§ 22704. Governing body 

(a) * * :t, 

* * * * 

* * * * * ,* * 
(c) OFFICERS.-(1) The officers of the corporation are a national 

commander, [seven national vice commanders, one of whom shall 
·be a woman, a finance officer, an adjutant, a judge advocate,] two 
national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a 
chaplain, six national <#strict commanders, and a provost marshal. 

·* * * ·* * 
§ 22706. Exclusive right to name; seals, emblems, and badges 

The corporation an.d .its State, regional, an.d local subdivisions 
have the exclusive right to use: the name "[AMVETS (American 
Veterans of World War II; Korea, and Vietnam)] AMVETS (Amer· . 
ican Veterans)" and seals, emblems, and badges the corporation . 
~~ . . 

* * * '* * . . 

§ 22708. Headquarters and principal place of business 
The headquarters and principal place of business of the cor­

poration shall be in [the District of ColUm.bia] Maryland. However, 
the activities of the corporation are not confined to [the District of 
Columbia] Maryland but may be conducted throughout the States, 
territories, and possessions of the United States. · 

* * * * * 
, MARKtJp TRANSCRIPT 

BUSINESS MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 10, 2002 

* * 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 

· · .Washington, DC.· 
The Com:rllittee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:17 a.m~, in Room 

2141, Rayburn House .Office Building, Hon. F. James Sensen-
brenner, Jr. [Chairman of the Committee] presiding. .· 
· Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The Committee will be in order. A 

working quorum is present. · · . 
It is the intention of the Chair to deal with the three ·veterans · 

bills en bloc and then the two private bills en bloc before .getting 
to the homeland security bill, H.R. 5005. · · · . . 

The first item on the agenda is the consideration of H.R. .3838, 
3214, and 3988, which, without objection, will be considered en 
bloc. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. 
Gekas, the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border 
Security, and Claims, for a motiOn. . · , 

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Chairman, the Subcommittee on lml'.Iligration, 
Border Security, and C.laims reports favorably the bills H.R. 3838, 
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R.R. 3214, and H.R. 3988, and moves their favorable recommenda­
tion to the full House. 

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, the bills will be 
considered as read and open for amendment at any point. 

[The bill, R.R. 3214, follows:] · 



. (.' 
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107THCONGRESS . H R. 3 214 
lST 8ESSIO~ . • . · • . ·. . . 

'rn·amend ·the charter of the AMVETS organization ... 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

- NOvEMBER 1, 2001 

:Mt, BILIRAIO!l (for himself and Mr. EVANS) introduced the following bill; 
which was referred tO the Committee on the Judiciary 

A BILL 
To amend the charter of the M1VETS organization. 

I 

1 Be it miacted lnJ the Senate and House of Re'[Jresenta-

2 tives of the United States of Arrierica in Congress assembwd, 

. ·3. 'SECTION l . .AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER. 

4 (a). NAME OF ORGANlzATION.-· (1) Sections 

5 · 22701(a) and 22706 of title 36; United States Code, are 

6 amended by striking ".A}IVETS (American Veterans of 

7 World War TI, Korea, and :Vietnam)" and inserting 

8 "AM:VETS (Arrierican Veterans}", 

9 (2)(A) The heading of chapter 227 of such title is 

10 amended to read as follows: 

-, 
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"CHAPTER 227-.. AMVETS (AMERICAN 

2 VETERANS)". 

3 (B) The item relating to such chapter in the table 

4 of chapters at, the beginning of subtitle II of such title 

5 is amended to read as follows: 

"227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) ··························'·············· 22701 ". 

6 (b) .GOVERNING BODY.-Section 22704(c)(l) of such 

7 title is amended by striking "seven national vice com-

8 manders" and all that follows through "a.judge advocate," 

9 and inserting "two national vice commanders, a finance 

10 officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain, six national district 

11 commanders,". 

12 (c) HEADQUARTERS AND PRINCIPAL PLACE 01'' 

13 BUSINESS.-Section 22708 of such title is a.mended-

14 (1) by striking "the District of Columbia" in 

15 the first sentence and inserting "J\faryland"; and 

16 (2) by striking "the District of Columbia" m 

17 the second sentence and inserting "Maryland". 

0 

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania to strike the last word. 

Mr. GEKAS. I thank the Chair. 
These three bills attend to membership problems that have been 

encountered by three of our esteemed veterans. organizations: the 
America.n Legion, the VFW, and AMVETS. In each case, the cur­
rent language of their charters prevents veterans from succeeding 
conflicts or wars or battles· to be eligible for respective membership 
in those organizations . 

. For instance, in the VFW problem, the veterans from the action 
in Somalia and Kosovo would be ineligible under the current char-
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terlanguage. This would cu~e that and mean'-it would allow those 
which were actually conflicts and people actually died, those would 
be cleared up in the language of the new charter. .. 

As to the AMVETS, which was currently-is currently restricted 
to American veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam, the 
language is changed to allow people to join who had been in con­
sequent conflicts and wars ·after those three. So people in Desert 
Storm and Desert Shield, for instance, otherwise ineligible, would 
now become eligible for the AMVETS. · 

In the Legion, by quirk of the current language, the people who 
are veterans of Desert Shield . and Desert Storm again and Iraq, 

· Bosnia, Kosovo, and Afghanistan would not be eligible to join the 
American Legion. This language, as we propose, would allow them 
to qualify for those. . 

I ask for unanimcius approval of these. three bills. 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The gentlewciman from Texas, Ms. 

Jackson Lee. 
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Thank you very much. Let me indicate my 

support for these three bills, which, again, would amend the Fed­
eral charter of the American veterans of World War II under H.R. 
3214, and would-World War II, Korea, and Vietnam vets, to re­
flect changes made at their 1998 convention, and in H.R. 3838 
would amend the Federal charter of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
This legislation would allow any member of the Armed Forces who 
received hostile fire or imminent danger pay to be a member of the 
VFW. And I agree with taking them en bloc, and H.R. 3988, this 
bill makes a technical amendment to the membership qualifica­
tions language of the Federal charter of the American Legion. 
We're doing as we have been asked and reviewed, and, therefore, 
I ask my colleagues to unanimously support this legislation as we 
move forward. 

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Chairman? 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, all Members may 

insert opening statements in the record at this point. 
Are there amendments?. The.gentleman from North Carolina. 
Mr. COBLE. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike the last word and 

will not consume my 5 minutes. 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The gentleman is recognized for 5 

minutes. 
Mr. COBLE. I'd .like to ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania a 

question, if I may. " 
Mr. Gekas, it is my belief that the agencies involved endorse 

these proposals. 
Mr. GEKAS. That's correct. The individual organizations them­

selves approve, of course, and. many of the current members ap­
prove, from what we've been able to discern, and future members, 
of course, would like to see--

Mr. COBLE. I thank you. 
Reclaiming my time, Mr. Chairman, I'm a member of the VFW 

and the American Legion Post back in North Carolina, and I can't 
speak nationally but I know back home our post continues to suffer 
the loss of membership of younger members. Most of our members 
are-I don't mean in the geezer stage, but at least we're advancing 
in age, and I think-I think these proposals will address that and 
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probably bring-why is everybody smiling when I say "geezer" and 
lookingat me? _ · · · 

But I yield back, Mr. Chairman, and endorse passage. 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER: Without objection, the gentleman 

from North Carolina's name .will .be .stricken from the roU of gee­
zers. 

Are there amendments? [Laughter.] _ 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Hearing none_, the Chair notes the 

.presence ofa reporting quorum. The question occurs on the motion 
to report H.R. 3838, 3214, and 3988 favorably en bloc. Those in 
favor will say aye. Opposed, no. _ _ _ _ 

The ayes appear _to have it, and the mo,tion_ to report favoraply 
is adopted. · · -

Without objection, . the Chairman is authorized to move to go to 
conference ·pursuant to House_ rules. :Without objection, the ·staff is· 
directed to rn,ake any •technical.and conforming changes, and all 
Members will be given 2 days, as provided· by the rules, in which 
to submit additional dissenting, supplemental, or minority views. 

0 
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/ 

<9nr i~undrrd ~rornth ttongrrss 
of thr. 

~nitrd ~tatrn of 21.mrrirn 
AT THE .SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Wednesday, 
the twenty-third day of January, two thousand and two 

21.n 21.ct 
To amend the charter of the AMVETS organization. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER. 

(a) NAME OF 0RGANIZATION.-(l) Sections 2270l(a) and 22706 
of title 36, United States Code, are amended by striking "AMVETS 
(American Veterans of World War Il, Korea; and Vietnam)" and 
inserting "AMVETS (American Veterans)". 

(2)(A) The ·heading of chapter 227 of such title is amended 
to read as follows: 

"CHAPTER 227-AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS)". 

(B) The item relating to such chapter in the table of chapters 
at the beginning of subtitle II of such title is amended to read 
as follows: 
"227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) ...................... c .................................. .22701". 

(b) GOVERNING BODY.-Section 22704(c)(l) of· such title is 
amended by striking "seven· national vice commanders" and ·all 
that follows through "a: judge advocate," and inserting "two national 
vice commanders, . a finance officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain, 
six national district commanders,". 

(c) HEADQUARTERS AND PRINCIPAL. PLACE OF BUSINESS.-Sec­
tion 22708 of such title is amended-

(!) by striking "the District of Columbia" in the first sen­
tence and inserting "Maryland"; and 

(2) by striking "the District of Columbia" in the second 
, sentence.and inserting ''Maryland". 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Vice President of the United States and 
President of the Senate. 
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

October 15, 2002 

MEMORANDUM FOR JIM JUKES 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, OMB 

FROM: JONATHAN BURKOO 
DEPUTY STAFF SECRE~Y TO THE VICE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.R. 3214 - AMVETS Organization 
Charter Amendments 

The Office of the Vice President hasreviewed the above-referenced 
draft and has no objection to the President signing the enrolled bill. 

cc: Harriet Miers 
Staff Secretary 

TOTRL P.01 
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SS/ RM NO.·. ~1~73/ .. ·· 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Oat~: 10-11-02 9:00 PM ACTION I CONCURRENCE I COMMENT DUE BY: 10-15-02 5:00 PM 

S~bject: ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3214 •• AMVETS ORGANIZATION CHARTER AMENDMENTS 
., . -~ ··- ' 

,• 
~';..,€,..~;:,,./~ ,, .t. 3: ?M!i~ 

··.·FYI. ACTION· FYI ACTION 

VICE PRESIDENT _ [~ D. HUBBARD D D 
I rf D IRASTORZA D D CARD. 

BARTLETT rY', D JOHNSON D D ' ' 

BLAKEMAN D D ., LINDSEY -r/ D 

BOLTEN .[Y· [j MARBURGER D D 

. BRIDGELAND D D MIERS D tr 
~ D Iii' D 

·. 

CALIO RICE 

CONNAUGHTON D D RIDGE o.• D 

DAN:IELS b ~ ROVE ~- D 

FLEISCHER D ri ··SPELLINGS rY D '>1 
•' 

·GERSON D ·.~· 
CLERK D rYf. 

', 
.. ~·· . 

GONZALES ~ ·D D D 
., 

HAGIN. D Ci D D 

HAWKINS ~ D 
..... 

D D 

REMARKS: . . . · . . ·· · -- . · . . . . . . . . 

PLEASE FORWARD COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 P;M., 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2002, WITH A COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFiCE ... · ... · 

. THANK.YOU. 

RESPONSE: 

ct·~···.··. . . . . 

. . : 
' 

' ' 

Harriet E; Mi~rs 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 

·'. 

_;.,, 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

October 11~ 2002 
THE DIRECTOR 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.R. 3214 -AMVETS Organization Charter Amendments 
Sponsors - Rep .. Biiirakis (R} FL and 3 cosponsors 

Last Day for Action 

October J 8, 2002 - Friday 

Purpose 

Changes the name, composition of the governing body, and headquarters location of the 
AMVETS (American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam) organization . 

. Aeencv Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Depai1ment of Veterans Affairs 
Department of Justice· 
Department of Defense 

Discussion 

Approval 

No objection 
No objection (Informally) 
No col11ment{lnformally) · 

The AMVETS organization was granted a Federal charter in 1947 and its membership is 
cunently open to individuals who served in the U.S. Armed Forces, including the National Guard 
and Reserves, anytime after September 15, 1940, and, unless still serving, were honorably 
discharged. (In general, the granting of a Federal charter bestows a certain prestige upon an 
organization but does not otherwise confer any Federal benefit.) AMVETS distributes 
information to veterans and serves as an advocate for members. 

H.R. 3214 would change the name of the ''.AMVETS (American Veterans of World War 
II, Korea, ai1d Vietnam)" organization to "AMVETS (American Veterans)". The enrolled bill 
also would restructure the AMVETS governing body by replacing the current seven national vice 
commanders with two national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain, 
and six national district commanders. Finally, H.R. 3214 would change the location of the 
AMVETS headquarters and principal place of business from the District of Columbia to 
Maryland. 



.. 

According to the House Committee report; in 1998, at the AMVETS annual convention, 
the de.legates voted to change the name of the organization to more accurately reflect its 
membership and to change the structure of the governing body as reflected in H.R. 3214. 

Conclusion and Recommendation .. ~' 

/.I recommend approval of H.R. 3214, which passed the House by voice vote and the 
Senate by unanimous conseJ}t. · · 

. Enclosures 

.. ·<' 

. ~ . . 

~r~2 
.Mitch(ill E. Daniels, Jr. 

.·Director 

~' . . 

. ~ ,. 
•,' 
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THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON .. 
October 4, 2002 

The Honorable Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director 
Office of Management and Budget 
Attention: Assistant Director for 

. Legislative Reference 
Washington, D.C. 20503 

Dear Mr. Daniels: 

2022736671 P. 03/03 

As requested, I am writing to express the views ofthe Department of 
Veterans Affairs (VA) on the enrolled H.R. 3214, 107th Congress. a bill to amend· 
the charter of the American Veterans of World War ll, Korea, and Vietnam 
(AMVETS). VA has no objection to the President signing this legislation into law. 

Section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36 U.S.C. §§ 22701 (a) and 
22706 to change the name of the organization to American Veterans. Section 1 
of the enrolled .bill would also amend 36 U.S.C. § 22704(c)(1) to provide that the 
officers. of AMVETS would incl.ude two national vice commanders, a finance 
officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain and six national district commanders. In 
addition, section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36 U.S.C. § 22708 to provide 
that AMVETS' headquarters and principal place of business would be in 
Maryland, rather th<:!n the District of Columbia. · 

Sincerely yours, 

t~,t,i~ 



: .,;;, . ~ . 

.. 

107TI-I CONGRESS} . . .{ 
2d Session · HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES . 
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107-569 

TO AMEND THECHARTE.R OF THE AMVETS·ORGANIZATION 

. . . . . .. . 
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JULY 12, 2002.---:Referred tO the House Calendar a.nd ordered to be printed 

;Mr. SENSENBRENNER, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
submitted the following · 

.REP 0 RT 

[T~ accompany H.R. 3214] 

. .[Including cost· ~stimate of the Congressional Budget· Office] 
. . .. . 

The Committee on the Judiciary, tci whom was referred the bill 
(H.R. 3214) to amend the charter of the AMVETS organization, 

. having considered the same, reports favorably thereon without 
amendment and recominerids. that the bill do pass. 
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H.R. 3214 would amend the Federal charter for the American 
Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam CAMVETS}. 

BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR THE LEGISLATION 

The American Vet~rans of Wo~ld War II were founded in 1944. 
They were federally charteredin1947. Their charter was·amended 

99-006 
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by Congress in 1950toallow Korean War veterans to be m~mbers 
of the organization and ii;i. 1966 to allow Vietnam veterans to be 
members of the organization. Jn 1970, Congress acted to change 
the name of the organization to AMVETS_,-;;A:r:perican Veterans of < 
World War II, Korea, a,nd Vietnam,. In 1984, the AMVETS. charter 
was amended to allow anyone who served honorably· after 1940 to 
join AMVETS. In 1990, Congress acted to aJlow the membership for 
national guardsmen and reservists. · 

In 1998, at the AMVETS. annual convention, the delegates voted 
for an official name change from American Veterans .of World War 
II, Korea, and Vietnam to American Veterans to more accurately 
reflect the. membership of AMVETS. Additionally, the AMVETS 
have voted to change the structure of their governing body. R.R. 
3214 contains languageto reflect the structure c::hange in the stat­
ute. Finally, the organization has changed the location of their 
headquarters from the District ofColurnbia_to Lanham, Maryland. 
Therefore, the "Headquarters and principal place of business" sec­
tion of their charter needs to be ch?11ged to indicate they are now 
located in Marylandc . . . .. 

In order for these. changes .tO be recognized by. the Department 
. of Veterans Affairs the AMVETS Federal charter must be amend­

ed. 

HEARINGS 

. No hearings were held on H.B.. 3214 . 

. COMMI'frEE CONSIDERATION. 

On April 17; 2002, the Subcommittee on Immigration and Claims 
met in open session and ordered favorably reported the bill R.R. 
3214, by voice vote, a quorum being presenLOn July 10, 2002, the 
Comniittee met in open session and ordered favorably reported the 
bill RR 3214 without amendment. by yoice yote, a quorum being 
present. 

V O'l'E OF THE COMMITTEE 

There were no recorded votes taken on H.R 3214. 

' COMMITTEE OVERSIGHT FINDINGS 

· .. In compliance with clause 3(c)(l) of rule XIII ofthe Rules of the 
·House .of Representatives, the Committee reports that the findings 
and recommendations of .tlie Committee, based on oversight activi~ 
ties under clause-2(b)(l) ofrule X ofthe Rules of the House of Rep~ 
resentatives, are incorporated in the descriptive portions of this re­
port. 

PERFORMANCE.GOALS.AND OBJECTIVES 

The bill would change the name of the organization to American 
Veterans, the structure of the organization's governing body, and 
the location of the organization's headquarters. 
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NEW BUDGET,AtITHORITY ANO TAX EXPENDITURES 

Clause 3(c)(2) of House rule XlII is inapplicable because this leg­
islation does not provide new budgetary authority or increased tax 

. expenditures. · 

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE CbST ESTIMATE 

In compliance with clause 3(c)(3) of rule XlU of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives, the Committee sets forth, with respect to 
tpe bill, H.R. 3214, the following estimate and comparison prepared 
by the Director of the Congressional Budget Office under section 
402 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974: 

U.S. CONGRESS, . 
CONGRES~IONAL BUDGET OFFICE, 

Washington, DC, July .12, 2002. 
·.Hon. F: JAMES SENSENBRENNER, Jr., Chairman, · · 

Com7r1.ittee on the Jiul,iciary, · . · · 
House of' Representatives, Washington, DC 

DEAR MR. CHAI~: The Congressional Budget Office.has pre­
. pared the endosed cost estimate for H.R. 3214, a bill to amend the 

charter of the AMVE'I'S organization. · 
If you wish further details on this estimate, we viill be pleased 

to provide·them. The CBO staff contact is Melissa E, Zimmerman, 
who can be reached at 226-2840. · 

Sincerely, · · 
. DAN L. CRIPPEN, Director .. 

·Enclosure 
cc: Honorable John Conyers, Jr. 

Ranlting Member . 

H.R .. 3214-A bill to amend the. charter of the AMVE1'S organiza-
; tion. . · .· · .·· .. ·.· · .· . 

H.R. 3214 would make seve;alchanges to the Federal charterfor 
AMVETS, a: veterans association. These changes would ·confer no 
Federal benefits. Thl,IS, CBO estimates 'that enacting this legisla­
tion would result in no cost to the Federal Government~ Because 
H.R. 3214 would not affect direcCspending or receipts, pay-as-you:­
go procedures wowd not apply. The bill contains no intergovern­
mental or private-sector niandates as. defined in the Unfunded 
Mandates Reform Act and would not affect the budgets of State, 
local, or tribal governments ... · . .· ·.. · 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Melissa .E. Zimmer­
man; who can be reached at 226-2840 .. This estimate was approved. 
by Peter. H. Fontaine, Deputy Assistant Director for Budget Anal-
ysis. · 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY. S',I'ATEMENT .. 

Pursuant to clause 3(d)(l) of rule XlII of.the Rules of the House 
of Representatives, th~. Committee finds the authority for this 1egis­

.. lation in article 1, section .8 of the Constitution. 
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SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER 

Section l(a) changes the name of the organization from AMVETS 
(American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam) to· 
AMVETS (American Veterans) and also inserts the new name in 
the heading of chapter 227 of title 36 and the table of chapters at 
the beginning of subtitle II of title 36. 

Section l(b) changes the structure of the governing body of the 
organization. The body will consist of a national commander, two 
national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a 
chaplain, six national district commanders, and a provost marshal. 

Section 1(c) changes the location of the organization's head­
quarters and principal place of business from the District of Colum­
bia to Maryland. 

CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW MADE BY THE BILL, AS REPORTED 

In compliance with clause 3(e) of rule XIII of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives; changes in existing law made by the bill, 
as reported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omit­
ted is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, 
existing law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman): 

TITLE 36, UNITED STATES CODE 

* * * * * 

SUBTITLE II-PATRIOTIC AND NATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 

* * * * * * * 
PART B~ORGANIZATIONS 

* * * * * * * 
[227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS OF WORLD WAR 11, KOREA, 

AND VIETNAM) ·········································'··········································· 22701] 
227, AMVETS (AMERICANVETERANSJ .......... ;............................................... 22701 

* * * * *· * 

PART B-'-ORGANIZATIONS 

* * * * * 
[CHAPTER 227-AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS OF 

WORLD WAR II, KOREA, AND VIETNAM)] 

CHAPTER 227-,-AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) 

* * * * * * * 
§22701. Organization 

(a) FEDERAL CHARTER.-[AMVETS (American Veterans of 
World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)]AMVETS (American Veterans) 
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(in this chapter, the "corporation") is a federally chartered corpora­
tion. 

* * * * * * * 
§ 22704 .. Governing body 

(a) * :1, * 
* * * * * * * 

(c) OFFICERS.-(1) The officers ofthe corporation are a national 
commander, [seven national vice commanders, one of whom shall 
be a ,woman, a finance officer, an adjutant, a judge advocate,] two 
national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge· advocate, a 
chaplain, six nationa} district commanders, and a provost marshal. 

* * * * * 
§ 22706. Exclusive right to name, seals, emblems, and badges 

The corporation and its State, regional, and local subdivisions 
have the exclusive right to use the name "[AMVETS (American 
Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)] AM'VETS (Amer­
ican Veterans)" and seals, emblems, and badges the corporation 
adopts. 

* * * * * * * 
§ 22708. Headquarters and principal place of business 

The headquarters and principal place of business of the cor­
poration shall be in [the District of Columbia] Maryland. However, 
the activities of the corporation are not confined to [the District of 
Columbia] Maryland but may be conducted throughout the States, 
territories, and possessions of the United States. 

* * * * * * * 
MARKUP TRANSCRIPT 

BUSINESS. MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, .JULY 10, 2002 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 

Washington, DC. 
The Comml.ttee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:17 a.m., in Room 

2141, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. F. James Sensen­
brenner, Jr. [Chairman of the Committee] presiding. 

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The Committee will be in order. A 
working quorumis present. 

It is the intention of the Chair to deal with the three veterans 
bills en bloc and then the two private bills en bloc before getting 
to the homeland security bill, RR 5005. . . 

The first item on the agenda is the consideration of R.R. 3838, 
3214, and 3988, which, without objection, will be consider.ed en 
bloc:· The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. 
Gekas, the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border 
Security, and Claims, for a motion. 

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Chairman, the Subcommittee on Immigration, 
Border Security, and Claims reports favorably the bills R.R. 3838, 

/ 
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RR. 3214, and H.R. 3988, and moves their favorable recommenda-
tion to the full House. · 

Chairman SENSENBRENNER.· Without objection, the bills will be 
considered as read and open for amendment at any point. 

[The bill, H.R. 3214, follows:) 
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H.R.3214 
To amr.nd t.he. chart.er of the AMVETS oq,r.mization. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

NOVEMBER 1, 2001 

Mr. Bn..rn.uas (for himself and Mr. EVAl\S) introduced the following bill;· 
whieh wns referred to the Committee .on the Judiciary 

A BILL 
To amend the charter of the A}.<'[VETS organization. 

Be it enacted by the Sena,te and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States oJA.:rnen:ca in Congress assembled, 
. . . 

3 SECTION l. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER. 

4 (a) NAME OF ORGANIZ.~TlON.----(1) Sections 

5 2270l(a) and 22706 of title 36, United States Code, are 

6 amended by striking "A}fVETS (American Veterans of 

7 World War II; Korea, and Vietnam)" and· inserting 

8 "AMVETS (American Veterans)". 

9 (2)(A) The heading of ehapter 227 of such title is 

10 amended to read as follows: 
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"CHAPTER 227-AMVETS.(AMERICAN 

2 VETERANS)". 

3 {B) The itcrr1 relating to such chapter m the table 

4 of chapters at the beginning of subtitle IJ of sueh title 

5 is amended to read as follows: 

"227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) ......................................... 22701 ". 

6 (]J) GO"VERNING BODY.-Section 22704(r,)(l) of such 

· 7 title is amended by striking "seven natfonal vice com-

8 rounders" and all that follows through "ajudge advocate," 

9 and inserting "two national vice eommanders, a finance 

10 officer,· a judge acivoca.te, .a chaplain, six national district 
. . 

11 commanders,". 

12 (e) HEADQUARTERS AND PRINCIPAL PLACE OF 

13 Busn·mss.~Section 22708 ofsuchtitle is a.mended-

14 (1) by striking "the District of Columbia" m 

15 the first sentence and inserting ''Maryland"; and· 

16 · (2) by striking "the District of Columbia" m 

17 the second sentence and inserting "Maryland". 

0 

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania to strike the last word. 

Mr .. GEKAS.I thank the Chair. 
These three bills attend to membership problems that have been 

encountered by three of our esteemed veterans organizations: the 
American Legion, the VFW; and AM\TETS. In each case, the cur­
rent language of their charters preyents veterans from succeeding 
conflicts or wars or battles to be eligible for respective membership 
in those organizations. . . . 

For instance, in the VFW problem, the veterans from the action 
·in Somalia and Kosovo would be ineligible under the current char-
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ter language. This would cure that and mean-it would allow those 
which were actually conflicts and people actually died, those would 
be cleared up in the language of the new charter. · 

As to the AMVETS, which was currently-is currently restricted 
to iunerican veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam, the 
language is changed to allow people to join who had been in con­
sequent conflicts and wars after those three. So people in Desert 
Storm and Desert Shield, for instance, otherwise ineligible, would 
now become eligible for the AMVETS. 

In _the Legion, by quirk of the current language, the people who 
are veterans of Desert Shield. and Desert Storm again and Iraq, 
Bosnia, Kosovo, and Afghanistan would not be eligible to join the 
American Legion. This language, as we propose, would allow them 
to_ qualify for those. 

I ask for unanimous approval of these three bills. 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The gentlewoman from Texas, Ms. 

Jackson Lee. 
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Thank you very much .. Let me indicate my 

support for. these three bills, which, again, would amend the Fed­
eral charter of the American veterans of World Wa-r II under H.R. 
3214, and would-World War II, Korea, and Vietnam vets, to re­
flect changes made at their 1998 convention, and in H.R. 3838 
would amend the Federal charter of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
This legislation would allow any member of the Armed Forces who 
received hostile fire or imminent danger pay to be a member of the 
VFW. And I agree with taking _them en bloc, and H.R. 3988, this 
bill makes a technical amendment to the membership qualifica­
tions language of the Federal charter of the American Legion. 
We're doing as we have been asked and reviewed, and, therefore, 
I ask my colleagues to unanimously support this legislation as we 
move forward. 

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Chairman? 
Chairman. SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, all Members may 

insert opening statements in the _record at this point. 
Are there amendments? The gentleman from North Carolina. 
Mr. COBLE. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike the last word and 

will not consume my 5 minutes. 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The gentleman is recognized for 5 

minutes. 
Mr. COBLE. I'd like to ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania a 

question, if I may. 
Mr. Gekas, it is my belief that the agencies involved endorse 

these proposals. 
Mr. GEKAS. That's correct. The individual organizations them­

selves approve,. of course, and many of the current members ap­
. prove, from what we've been able to discern, and future members, 
of course, would like to see--

Mr. COBLE. I thank you. . 
Reclaiming my time, Mr. Chairman, I'm a member of the VFW 

and the American Legion Post back in North Carolina, and I can't 
speak nationally but I know back home our post continues to suffer 
the loss of membership of younger members. Most of our members 
are-I don't mean in the geezer stage, but at least we're advancing 
in age, and I think-I think these proposals vvill address that and 
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probably bring.,-why is, evt;!rybody smiling when l say "geezer" and 
looking at me? . . .. · . ·. . ....... · . . 

BritJ yield back, Mr. Chairman, and endorse passage; 
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without> objection, the gentleman 

from North .Carolina's· name will be stricken from the roll Of gee-
zers. . · · . ·. · 

Are there amendments?[Laughter.] 
Chairman SENSENBRENNEK Hearing none, thf Chair notes the 

presence of a reporting quorum. The question occurs on the motion 
to report H.R 3838, 3214, and 3988 favorably .en bloc. Those in 
favor ·will say aye. Opposed, no. ·· · · · 

The ayes appear to··have it, and .the motion to report favorably 
is adopted. . .. · 

Without. objection, t}le Chairman is authorized to move to go to 
conference pursuant to House rules. With.out objection, the staff is 
directed to make any. technical and conforming changes, and all 
Members. will. be given 2 days, as provided by the rules, in which 
to submit additional qissenting, supplemental, or minority views. 
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To ame~d the charter of the AMVETS organization. 

Be it enacted bj· the ·Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

SECTION I. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER 

(a) NAME OF 0RGANIZATJON.-(l) Sections 2270l(a) and 22706 
of title 36, United States Code, are amended by striking "AMVETS 
(American Veterans of World War 11, Korea, and Vietnam)" and 
inserting "AMVETS (American Veterans)". 
. (2)(A) The heading of chapter 227 of such title is amended 

to read as follows: 

"CHAPTER 227-AMVETS !AMERICAN VETERANS).~. 

(B) The item relating to such chapter in the table of chapters 
at the beginning of subtitle U of such title .is amended to read 
as follows: 
"227. AMVETS IAMERJCAN VETERANS) ......................................................... .22701". 

(b) GOVERNING BODY.-Section 22704(c)(l) of such title is 
amended by striking "seven national vice commanders" and· all 
that follows through "a judge advocate," and inserting "two national 
vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain, 
six national tlistrict commantlers,". 

(c) HEADQUARTERS AND PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS.-Ser· 
tian 22708 of such title is amended-

(1) by striking "the District of Columbia" in the first sen-
tence and inserting "Maryland"; and. 

(2) by striking "the District of Columbia" in the second 
sentence and inserting ''Maryland". 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Vice President of the United States and 
President of the Senate. 
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SS/ RM NO. S'I ~ 1 °SC:tl ..,,L 
WHITEHOUSESTAFFINGMEMOM.NDUM. j-KO 

Date; 10-11 .. 02 9;00 PM · ACTION I CONCURRENCE /COMMENT DUE SY~ 10 ... 15,.02 5:00 PM 

Subject: ENROLLED BlLL H.R. 3214 --. AMVEiS ·aRGANlZATION CHARTER AMENDMENTS 
·'~L1i,:t' :;]1{: f 

ACTION FYt· ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT 'rT o· HUBBARD D 0 
' ~ D CARD IRASTORZA D D 

BARTLETT · rY' D JOHNSON D D 

·BLAKEMAN ·D D LINDSEY ,/. D 
BOLTEN. [-,' D. ·MARBURGER D D 
BRl.0.GELAND D D MIERS D D 

. CALIO ··rY: D RICE ~ D 

CONNAUGHTON D D RIDGE D D 

·DANIELS D ,~ ROVE ~ D 

FLE,ISCHER 0 ~ SPELLINGS 
. rJ' D 

GERSON D ~ CLERK .o rr 
GONZALE ~ D Cl D 
HAGIN D 0 Cl D 

HAWKINS ~ D D D 

REMARKS: _ . 
PLEASE FORWARD COMMENTSTO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5!00 P.M., 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 151 2002, WITH A COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 
THANK YOU. 

RESPONSE: 

Harriet E. Miers 
Assisblnt to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 

::-;. 
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SL1bject: ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3214 - AMVETS ORGANIZA-r:_!ON CHARTER AMENDMENnt 

VICE PRESlDENT 

CARO 

BARTLETT 

BLAKEMAN 

BOLTEN 

BRIOGELAND 

CALIO. 

ACTION . FYI 

~ D 
~ D 
[-,' 0 

D D 
·~ D 

D D 
rg' D 

CONNAUGHTON 0 

DANIEL,~$----· 

D 

~ 
c{ FLEISCHER 0 

GERSON 0 

GONZALES ~· 

HAGIN D 

HAWKINS ~ 

REMARKS: 

~ 
0 

D 

D 

HUBBARD 

IRASTORZA 

JOHNSON 

LINDSEY 

MARS URGER 

MIERS 

RICE 

Rl[)GE 

ROVE 

SPELLINGS 

CLERK 

ACTION 'tf:=L~l;t;;· 

D D 
D 0 

0 D 

~ D 

0 0 

D 0 

t'1' 0 

0 

D 

D 

0 

D 

0 

D 

~ 
D 

0 

0 

PLEASE FORWARD COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 P.M., 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15. 2002~ WITH A COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 
THANK YOU. 

R::-.:E=s~PO~N"'-"s-E:-~--'------,-..------~-----~-----··~""""'"·· 

Harriet E. Mlel"S 
Assistant to the Presldeni 

and Staff Seeretary 
Ext 62702 
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. 'For Immediate. Release October 16, 2oot· 

.Qn Wednesday, October 16,. 2002( the. President signed into .law: 

H. R. ·3214, which changes the 'name, composition of the governing 
body, and headquarters location of th~ AMVETS (American Veterans 
of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam) organization; c:;\V\cl_· 

i-I.R .. 383'8; which permits Veterans ~ho received special pay for 
.service subject to hostile fire or imminent danger to be eligible 

'to joiri.~he Veterans of Fcireign ~ars (VFW) and recognizes that a 
purpose -of the VFW is charitable work. 
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