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o
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
“WASHINGTON,.D.C. 20503

October 11, 2002

TEPRESORNT HASSEEN

/5 /009\

THE DIRECTOR

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill HR. 3214 - AMVETS Organization Charter Amendments
Sponsors — Rep Bilirakis (R) FL and 3 cosponsors

- Last Day for Action

October 18, 2002 - Friday

Purpose

Changes the name, composition of the governing body, zind heaquarters location of the
AMVETS (American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam) organization.

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval

Department of Veterans Affairs - No objection '
- Department of Justice = ' No objection (Informally)
Department of Defense - ' No comment (Informally) -

. Discussion

The AMVETS organlzatlon was grantéd a Federal charter in 1947 and its membership is
currently open to individuals who served in the U.S. Armed Forces, including the National Guard
and Reserves, anytime after September 15, 1940, and, unless still serving, were honorably
discharged. (In general, the granting of a Federal charter bestows a certain prestige upon an
organization but does not otherwise confer any Federal benefit.) AMVETS distributes
information to veterans and serves as an advocate for members.

H.R. 3214 would change the name of the "AMVETS (American Veterans of World War
II, Korea, and Vietnam)" organization to "AMVETS (American Veterans)". The enrolled bill
also would restructure the AMVETS governing body by replacing the current seven national vice
commanders with two national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain,
and six national district commanders. Finally, H.R. 3214 would change the location of the
AMVETS headquarters and principal place of busmess from the Dlstrlct of Columbia to
Maryland. :



o Accordmg to the House Comm1ttee report, in 1998, at the AMVETS annual convention,
" the delegates voted to change the name of the organlzatlon to more accurately reflect its
' membershlp and to change the structure of the governing body as reﬂected in HR. 3214.

, Conclusmn and Recommenda’uon

) I recommend approval of H R 3214 which passed the House by voice vote and the
Senate by unanimous consent :

Mitchell E. Damels Jr.
Director

Enclosures



HR3214 -

(an iﬁundrzﬂ ,,%zhznth (Zungrzzs
- of the
‘lﬁmtzd Qtates of America

AT THE SECOND SESSION

Begun and held at the City of Washington on ‘Wednesday,
the twenty-third day of January, two thousand and two

An Act
To amend the charter of the AMVETS organization.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatwes of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER,

- (a) NAME OF ORGANIZATION.—(1) Sections 22701(a) and 22706 T

‘of title 36, United States Code, are amended by striking “AMVETS
(Amencan Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)” and
inserting “AMVETS (American Veterans)” ‘

(2)(A) The heading of chapter 227 of such title is amended
to read as follows: 4

“CHAPTER 227—AMVETS (AN[ERICAN VETERANS)”.

(B) The item relating to such chapter in the table of chapters
at ftlllf begmmng of ‘subtitle II. of such title -is amended to read
as follows:. '

“227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) ............................................... e 22701,

(b) GOVERNING BODY.——-Section 22704(c)(1) of such title. is -
amended by striking “seven national vice commanders” and all
that follows through “a judge advocate,” and inserting “two national
vice commanders, a finance ofﬁcer a judge advocate, a chaplam
six national district commanders,”.

(c) HEADQUARTERS AND PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESs.—Sec-
tion 22708 of such title is amended— " T

(1) by striking “the District of Columbia” in the ﬁrst sen-

tence and inserting “Maryland”; and B

(2) by striking “the District of Columbla” in the second
sentence and inserting “Maryland”.

APPROVED

0CT 1 6 2002
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFIN G MEMORANDUM

Date 10 11-02 9:00 PM ACTION / CONCURRENCE / COMMENT DUE BY: 10- 15-02 5:00 PM

Subject: ENROLLED BILL 'H.R. 3214 -- AMVETS ORGANIZATION CHARTER AMENDMENTS

| ACTION FYI . ACTION FYI
VicEPRESIDENT @ [  HUBBARD o o
CARD = I{ 0  IRASTORZA o 0o
| BARTLETT o O  JoHNsON o o
BLAKEMAN 'O O  LINDSEY | V O |
BOLTEN VI}'. - 0 MARBURGER O O
BRIDGELAND O O MERS o o
‘CALIO & O  Rree W O
CONNAUGHTON O 0O  RIDGE O o
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HAGIN o o n O
| HAWKINS ird o O
'REMARKS:

- PLEASE FORWARD COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 P.M.,
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2002 WITH A COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE
THANK YOU.

RESPONSE:

- Harriet E. Miers
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 62702 .




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
 OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

 October 11, 2002
 THE DIRECTOR ‘ ‘

MEMORANDUMFORTHEPRE&DENT

'SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill HR. 3214 - AMVETS Orgamzatlon Charter Amendments
Sponsors — Rep B1l1rak1s (R) FL and 3 cosponsors

Last Day for Action
October 18, 2002 - Friday
Purpose‘ ‘

Changes the name, composition of ‘th»e governing body, and headquarters location of the
AMVETS (American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam) organization.

Agency Recommendations

- Office of Management and Budget - EEPREE N Apprdval
vDepart‘ment of Veterans Affairs N - '7 No objection =
Department of Justice .. Noobjection (lnformally)
Department of Defense : SRR - No comment (Informally)
Discussion

- The AMVETS organization was granted a Federal charter in 1947 and its membershlp is
currently open to individuals who served in the U.S."Armed Forces, including the National Guard
and Reserves, anytime after September 15, 1940, and, unless still serving, were honorably
discharged. (In general, the granting of a Federal charter bestows a certain prestige upon an
organization but does not otherwise confer any Federal benefit.) AMVETS dlstrlbutes
1nformat10n to veterans and serves as-an advocate for members.

H.R. 3214 would change the name of the "AMVETS (American Veterans of World War
1, Korea, and Vietnam)" organization to "AMVETS (American Veterans)". The enrolled bill
“also would restructure the AMVETS governing body by replacing the current seven national vice
commanders with two national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain,
and six national district commanders. Finally, H.R. 3214 would change the location of the
AMVETS headquarters and principal place of business from the District of Columbia to
Maryland \ :




According to the House Committee report, in 1998, at the AMVETS annual convention,
the delegates voted to change the name of the organization to more accurately reflect its
membership and to change the structure of the governing body as reflected in H.R. 3214.

Conclusion and Recommendation

I recommend approval of H.R. 3214, which passed the House by voice vote and the
Senate by unanimous consent. . :

| WZMB

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr.
Director

Enclosures ' -
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THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON
October 4, 2002

The Honorable Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr.
Director ,
Office of Management and Budget
Afttention: Assistant Director for
Legislative Reference

Washington, D.C. 20503

Dear Mr. Daniels:

As requested, | am writing to express the views of the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) on the enralled H.R. 3214, 107" Congress, a bill to amend
the charter of the American Veterans of World War I, Korea, and Vietnam
(AMVETS). VA has no objection to the President signing this legislation into law.

Section 1 of the enrolied bill would-amend 36 U.S.C. §§ 22701(a) and
22706 to change the name of the organization to American Veterans. Section 1
of the enrolled bill would also amend 36 U.S.C. § 22704(c)(1) to provide that the
officers of AMVETS would include two national vice commanders, a finance
officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain and six national district commanders. In
addition, section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36 U.S.C. § 22708 to provide
that AMVETS’ headquarters and principal place of business would be'in
Maryland, rather than the District of Caolumbia.

Sincerely yours,

12

~Anthony J. Principi

TOTAL P.B3



107TH CONGRESS : REPORT -
2d Session | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 107-569

TO AMEND THE CHARTER OF THE AMVETS ORGANIZATION

JULY 12, 2002.—Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed

Mr SENSENBRENNER from the Committee on the Jud1c1ary,
submitted the followmg ~

REPORT
[To accompany H. R 3214}

[Including cost estimate of the Congressmnal Budget Oﬁice]

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill
(H.R. 3214) to amend the charter of the AMVETS organization,
having considered the same, reports favorably thereon without
amendment and recommends that the bill do pass.
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PURPOSE AND SUMMARY {

H.R. 3214 would amend the Federal charter for the Américan ,
Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam (AMVETS). '

BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR THE LEGISLATION

The American Veterans of World War II were founded in 1944.
They were federally chartered in 1947. Their charter was amended

99-008




by Congress in 1950 to allow Korean War veterans to be members
of the organization and in 1966 to allow Vietnam veterans to be
members of the organization. In 1970, Congress acted to change
the name of the organization to AMVETS—American Veterans of
World War II, Korea, and Vietnam. In 1984, the AMVETS charter
was amended to allow anyone who served honorably after 1940 to
join AMVETS. In 1990, Congress acted to allow the membership for
national guardsmen and reservists.

In 1998, at the AMVETS annual conventlon ‘the delegates voted
for an ofﬁmal name change from American Veterans of World War
II, Korea, and Vietnam to American Veterans to more accurately
reflect the membership of AMVETS. Additionally, the AMVETS
have -voted to change the structure of their governing ‘body. H.R.
3214 contains language to reflect the structure change in the stat-
ute. Finally, the organization has changed the location of their -
headquarters from the District of Columbia to Lanham, Maryland.
Therefore, the “Headquarters and principal place of business” sec-
tion of their charter needs to- be changed to indicate they are now
located in Maryland. ,

In order for these changes to be recognized by the Department
of Veterans Aﬁalrs the AMVETS Federal charter must be amend-

ed.

" HEARINGS
No hearings were held on H. R 3214.

COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION,

On April 17, 2002, the Subcommittee on Immigration and Claims
met in open session and ordered favorably reported the bill H.R.
3214, by voice vote, a quorum being present. On July 10, 2002, the
Committee met in open session and ordered favorably reported the
bill H.R. 3214 without amendment by vo1ce vote, a quorum being
present :

VOTE OF THE COMMITTEE

There were no recorded votes taken on H.R. 3214.

COMMITTEE OVERSIGHT FINDINGS

In compliance with clause 3(c)(1) of rule XIII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, the Committee reports that the findings
and recommendations of the Committee, based on oversight activi-
ties under clause 2(b)(1) of rule X of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, are incorporated in the descriptive portions of this re-
port

PERF'ORMANCE GoALS AND OBJECTIVES

The bill would change the name of the organization to American
Veterans, the structure. of the ‘organization’s govermng body, and
the location of the organization’s headquarters.




3
NEwW BUDGET AUTHORITY AND TAX EXPENDITURES

Clause 3(c)(2) of House rule XIII is inapplicable because this leg-
‘islation does not provide new budgetary authority or increased tax
expenditures.

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE COST ESTIMATE

In compliance with clause 3(c)3) of rule XIII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, the Committee sets forth, with respect to
the bill, H.R. 3214, the following estimate and comparison prepared
by the Director of the Congressional Budget Office under section
402 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974:

U.S. CONGRESS,
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE,
Washington, DC, July 12, 2002.
Hon. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, Jr., Chairman,
Committee on the Judiciary,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEaR MR. CHAIRMAN: The Congressional Budget Office has pre-
pared the enclosed cost estimate for H.R. 3214, a bill to amend the
charter of the AMVETS organization.

If you wish further details on this estimate, we will be pleased
to provide them. The CBO staff contact is Mehssa E. Zimmerman,
who can be reached at 226—2840

Sincerely, '
DaN L. CrIPPEN, Director.
Enclosure _ i
cc: Honorable John Conyers, Jr.
Ranking Member
H.R. 3214—A bill to amend the charter of the AMVETS organiza-
tion.

H.R. 3214 would make several changes to the Federal charter for
AMVETS, a veterans association. These changes would confer no
Federal benefits. Thus, CBO estimates that enacting this legisla-
tion would result in no cost to the Federal Government. Because
H.R. 3214 would not affect direct spending or receipts, pay-as-you-
go procedures would not apply. The bill contains no intergovern-

" mental or private-sector mandates as defined in the Unfunded
Mandates Reform Act and would not affect the budgets of State,
local, or tribal governments.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Melissa E. Zimmer-
man, who can be reached at 226-2840. This estimate was approved
by Peter H. Fontaine, Deputy Assistant D1rector for Budget Anal-

ysis.

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 3(d)(1) of rule XIII of the Rules:of the House
of Representatives; the Committee finds the authority for this legis-
lation in artlcle 1, section 8 of the Constitution. ‘




SECTION-BY-SECTION' ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER

Section 1(a) changes the name of the organization from AMVETS
{American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam) to
AMVETS (American Veterans) and also inserts the new name in
the heading of chapter 227 of title 36 and the table of chapters at
the beginning of subtitle II of title 36.

Section 1(b) changes the structure of the governing body of the
organization. The body will consist of a national commander, two
national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a
chaplain, six national district commanders, and a provost marshal.
. Section 1(c) changes the location of the organization’s head-

~quarters and principal place of busmess from the District of Colum-
bia-to Maryland.

CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW MADE BY THE BILL, AS REPORTED :

In compliance with clause 3(e) of rule XIII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, changes in existing law made by the bill,
as reported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omit-
ted is enclosed in-black brackets, new matter is printed in italics,
existing law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman):

TITLE 36, UNITED STATES CODE

#* * Low * * . *

SUBTITLE II—PATRIOTIC AND NATIONAL

ORGANIZATION S
® ¥ w * * * *
PART B-—-ORGANIZATIONS

e * * * .. x * *
[227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS OF WORLD WAR II, KOREA,

AND VIETNAM) ......... eivearerereanurreeesbanntntees enbertnnier e nornires 22701}
227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) ................................................. reeereens 22701

* * * # ® N *

PART B—ORGANIZATIONS

* * * B * £ E

[CHAPTER 227—AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS OF
~ WORLD WAR II, KOREA, AND VIETNAM)] -

' CHAPTER 227—AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS)

$22701. Organization

(a) FEDERAL- CHARTER.—[AMVETS (American Veterans of
World War 11, Korea, and Vietnam)l AMVETS (American Veterdns)
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(in this chapter, the corporatmn”) is a federally chartered corpora-
tion.
* # * * * % o

- §22704. Governing body
(a) L

H® * ES * ® ® *
, (¢) OFFICERS.—(1) The officers of the corporation are a national -
commander, [seven national vice commanders, one of whom shall
be a woman, a finance officer, an adjutant, a Judge advocate,} two
national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a
chaplain, six national district commanders, and a provost marshal.

* * * * S * %

§ 22706. Exclusive right to name, seals, emblems, and badges

The corporation and its State, regional, and local subdivisions
have the exclusive right to use the name “[AMVETS (American
Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)] AMVETS (Amer-
ican. Veterans)” and seals, emblems, and badges the corporation
adopts. ‘ X

§22708. Headquarters and principal place of business

The headquarters and principal place of business of the cor-
‘poration shall be in [the District of Columbia] Maryland. However,
the activities of the corporation are not confined to [the District of
Columbial Maryland but may be conducted throughout the States,
territories, and- possessmns of the United States. -

* & - k" * * * k

MARKUP TRANSCRIPT -

BUSINESS MEETING
WEDNESDAY, JULY 10, 2002

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
* COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, -
Washington, DC.

The Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:17 a.m., in Room
2141, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. F. James Sensen-
brenner Jr. [Chairman of the Committee] presiding.

Chairman SENSENBRENNER The Committee will be in order. A
working quorum is present.

It i1s the intention of the Cha1r to deal with the three veterans
bills en bloc and then the two private bills en bloc before getting
to the homeland security bill, H.R. 5005.

The first item on the agenda is the consideration of H.R. 3838,
3214, and 3988, which, without objection, will be considered en
bloc. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr.
Gekas, the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border
Secunty and Claims, for a motion.

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Cha1rman the Subcommittee on Immigration,
Border Security, and Claims reports favorably the bills H.R. 3838,
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H.R. 3214, and H.R. 3988, and moves their favorable recommenda-
" tion to the full House. ~ ~
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, the bills will be
considered as read and open for amendment at any point.
" [The bill, H.R. 3214, follows:]
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. To amend t.he charter of the AMVETS orgamzatlon.

~IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

NOVEMBER 1, 2001

Mr. BILIRAXIS (for himself and Mr. EvaKs) introduced the following bill;
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary

A BILL

To amend the charter of the AMVETS organization.

1 | Be zt enacted by the Senqte and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in vCongress assembled,
SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER. )

(a) NamMe oOF- ORGANIZMIO&.——(I) Sections

. 22701(a).and 22706 of title 36, United States Code, are
amended by striking “AMVETS (American Veterans of
World War I, Korea; and Vietham)” and inserting
“AMVETS (Américan Veterans)’'.

~

(2)(A) The heading of chapter 227 of such title is

10 ‘amended to read as follows:



g

2
]  “CHAPTER 227—AMVETS (AMERICAN
2 '~ VETERANS)”. » | ’ | /

3 (B) The item relating to such chapter in the ﬁable

4 of chapters at ﬁhe beginning of subtitle II of such title

5 is amended to read as follows: _ ‘

“227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) ..oouvermramcmmenmssersssesssresmane 22701".
(b) GOVERNING BODY.—Section 22704(c)(1) of such

titlye is amended by striking “seven national vice com-

manders” and all that follows through “a judge advocate,”

el 00 <~

and inserting “‘two national vice commanders, a finance
10 ovf'ﬁ(fer,vé‘ judge advoéa,te, a chéplain, six national district
11 commanders,”

12 (¢ HEADQUAR_TERS AND PRINCIPAL PLACE OF

13 BUS‘INESS.-—Section 22708 of such title is amended—

14 (1) by striking “the District of Columbia” in
15 the first sentence and inserting “Maryland”; and
16 - (2) by striking “the Disﬁrict of Coiumbia” in :
17 the second sentence and inserﬁng “Maryland”.
O

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The Chair recogruzes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania to strike the last word. ' .

Mr. GEKAS. I thank the Chair.

These three bills attend to membership problems that have been
encountered by three of our esteemed veterans organizations: the
American Legion, the VEW, and AMVETS. In each case, the cur-
rent language of their charters prevents veterans from succeeding -
conflicts-or wars or battles to be eligible for respective membership
in those organizations.

For instance, in the VFW problem, the veterans from the action
in.Somalia and Kosovo would be ineligible under the current char-
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ter language. This would cure that and mean—it would allow those
which were actually conflicts and people actually died, those would
be cleared up in the language of the new charter.

As to the AMVETS, which was currently—is currently restncted
to American veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam, -the
language is changed to allow people to join who had been in con-
sequent conflicts and wars after those three. So people in Desert
Storm and Desert Shield, for instance, othermse ineligible, would
now become eligible for the AMVETS.

In the Legion, by quirk of the -current 1anguage the people who
are veterans of Desert Shield and Desert Storm again and Irag,
‘Bosnia, Kosovo, and Afghanistan would not be eligible to join the
American Legwn This language, as we propose, would allow them

to qualify for those.

"~ 1 ask for unanimous approval of these three bills.

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The gentlewoman from Texas Ms.
Jackson Lee.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Thank you very much. Let me 1nd1cate my
support for these three bills, which; again, would amend the Fed-
eral charter of the American veterans of World War II under H.R.
3214, and would—World War II, Korea, and Vietnam vets, to re-
flect changes made at their 1998 convention, and in H.R. 3838
would amend the Federal charter of the Veterans of Foreign Wars.
This legislation would allow any member of the Armed Forces who
received hostile fire or imminent danger pay to be a member of the
VEW. And I agree with taking them en bloc, and H.R. 3988, this
bill makes a technical amendment to the membership qualifica-
tions language of the Federal charter of the American Legion.
We're doing as we have been asked and reviewed, and, therefore,
I ask my colleagues to unanimously support this leglslatlon as we
move forward. ‘

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Chairman?

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, all Members may
insert opening statements in the record at this point.

Are there amendments? The gentleman from North Carolina.

CoBLE. 'Mr. Chairman, I move to strike the last word and
w111 not consume my § minutes. '

‘Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The gentleman is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. CoBLE. I'd like to ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania a
question, if I may.

Mr. Gekas, it is my belief that the agencies 1nvolved endorse
these proposals

Mr. GekAS. That's correct The ‘individual organizations them-
selves approve, of course, and many of the current members ap-
prove, from what we've been able to discern, and future members,
of course, would like to see——

Mr. COBLE. I thank you.

Reclaiming my time, Mr. Chairman, I'm a member of the VFW
and the American Leglon Post back in North Carolina, and I can’t
speak nationally but I know back home our post continues to suffer
the loss of membership of younger members. Most of our members
are—] don’t mean in the geezer stage, but at least we’re advancing
in age, and I think—I think these proposals will address that and
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probably bring—why is everybody smiling when I say “geezer” and
looking at me? .

But I yield back, Mr. Chairman, and endorse passage.

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, the gentleman
from North Carolina’s name will be stricken from the roll of gee-

zers.
©  Are there amendments? [Laughter.]

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Hearing none, the Chair notes the
presence of a reporting quorum. The question occurs on the motion
to report H.R. 3838, 3214, and 3988 favorably en bloc. Those in
favor will say aye. Opposed, no.

The ayes appear to have it, and the motion to report favorably
is adopted.

Without objection, the Chairman is authorized to move to go to
conference pursuant to House rules. Without objection, the staff is
directed to make any technical and conforming changes, and all
Members will be given 2 days, as provided by the rules, in which
to submit additional dissenting, supplemental, or minority views.

O



H.R.3214

®One Rundred Scoenth Congress
of the
" Anited States of America

AT THE SECOND SESSION

Begun and held a1 the City of Washington on Wednesday,
the twenty-third day of January, two thousand and twp

- dn Art

To amend the charter of the AMVETS organization.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled, :

SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER.

(a) NAME OF ORGANIZATION.—(1) Sections 22701(a) and 22706
of title 36, United States Code, are amended by striking “AMVETS
(American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)” and
inserting “AMVETS (American Veterans)".

(2)(A) The heading of chapter 227 of such title is amended
to read as follows: -

“CHAPTER 227—AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS)",

(B) The item relating to such chapter in the table of chapters
at tlinf. beginning of subtitle II of such title is amended to read
as follows:

+927. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) . 22701".

(b) ‘GOVERNING BODY.—Section 22704(cX1) of such title is
amended by striking “seven national vice commanders” and all
that follows through “a judge advocate,” and inserting “two national
vice commanders, a finance officer, 2 judge advocate, a chaplain,
six national district commanders,”. )

(c) HEADQUARTERS AND PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS.—Sec-
tion 22708 of such title is amended—

(1) by striking “the District of Columbia” in the first sen-
tence and inserting “Maryland”; and :
(2) by striking “the District of Columbia” in the second

sentence and inserting “Maryland”. ) .

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Vice President of the United States and
President of the Senate.



- THE DIRECTOR

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDSET -
WASHINGTON, D.C. 2050

October 11, 2Q02

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT:  Enrolled Bill H.R. 3214 - AMVETS Orgamzatlon Charter Amendments
Sponsors — Rep. Bilirakis (R) FL and 3 cosponsors

Last Day for Action

- October 18, 2002 - Friday
Purpose

Changes the name, con‘lpositio‘n of the governing body, and headquarters location of the
- AMVETS (American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam) organization.

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget ' Approval

Departmeht of Veterans Affairs ‘ No objection ‘

Department of Justice = - _ . No objection (Informally)

Department of Defense No comment (Informally)
Discussion

The AMVETS organization was granted a Federal charter in 1947 and its membership is
currently open to individuals who served in the U.S. Armed Forces, including the National Guard
- and Reserves, anytime after September 15, 1940, and, unless still serving, were honorably
-discharged. (In general, the grantmg of a Federal charter bestows a certain prestige upon an
organization but does not- 0therw1se confer any Federal benefit.) AMVETS distributes
information to veterans and serves as an advocate for members.

H.R. 3214 would change the name of the "AMVETS (American Veterans of World War
I, Korea, and Vietnam)" organization to "AMVETS (American Veterans)". The enrolled bill
also would restructure the AMVETS governing body by replacing the current seven national vice
commanders with two national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain,
and six national district commanders. Finally, H.R. 3214 would change the location of the
AMVETS headquarters and principal place of business from the District of Columbia to
Maryland.




According to the House Comumittee report, in 1998, at the AMVETS annual convention,
the delegates voted to change the name of the organization to more accurately reflect its
membership and to change the structure of the govermng body as reflected in H.R. 3214.

Conclusion and Recommendation

I recommend approval of H. R. 3214, which passed the House by voice vote and the
Senate by unanimous consent.

Webei9Y

~ Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr.
Director

Enclosures



H.R.3214

Bills Received at the White House

Date recetved and
notification to OMB:

Last day for action:

10/7/2002
10/18/2002

Official Title

An Act to amend the charter of the AMVETS organization.

518773

\
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

Date: 10-11-029:00 PM  ACTION / CONCURRENCE / COMMENT DUE BY: 10-15-02 5:00 PM

Subject: ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3214 -- AMVETS ORGANIZATION CHARTER AMENDMENTS

~ ACTION FYI | ~ ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT » /2 ® O  HUBBARD O O

CARD gL/ il IRASTORZA O O
BARTLETT ¥ O  JoHNSON O O
BLAKEMAN O 0  LINDSEY J O
| BOLTEN O  MARBURGER o 0O
; BRIDGELAND O O MIERS O O
cALio O {— ¥ O rce W O
CONNAUGHTON [ O  RIDGE O O
panE,s NG O @ ROVE O
FLEISCHER O o seenes o~ o O

GERSON O cLerk O o
GONZALES o~ © O _ o O
HAGIN O u] o O
HAWKINS f rd O i O - O

REMARKS:

PLEASE FORWARD COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 P.M,,
- TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2002, WITH A COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE.
THANK YOU. ‘ v \

il

RESPONSE:

Harriet E. Miers
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary

. "Ext. 62702
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THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON
October 4, 2002

“The Honorable Mltchell E. Daniels, Jr
Director

- Office of Management and Budget
Attention: Assistant Director for
Legislative Reference -
‘Washington, D.C. 20503

Dear Mr. Daniels:

As requested, I am writing to express the vnews of the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) on the enrolled H.R. 3214, 107" Congress, a bill to amend
the charter of the American Veterans of World War I, Korea, and Vietnam
(AMVETS). VA has no objection to the President signing this legislation into law.

Section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36 U.S.C. §§ 22701(a) and
22706 to change the name of the organization to American Veterans. Section 1
of the enrolled bill would also amend 36 U.S.C. § 22704(c)(1) to provide that the
officers of AMVETS would include two national vice commanders, a finance
officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain and six national district commanders. In
“ addition, section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36 U.S.C. § 22708 to provide
that AMVETS’ headquarters and principal place of business would be in
Maryland, rather than the District of Columbia.

Sincerely yours,

Anthonyj Pnncnpl ,

' TOTAL P.O3




1071H CoNGRESS| . e ' ~ REPORT
2d Session | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 107-569

TO AMEND THE CHARTER OF THE AMVETS ORGANIZATION -

JuLy 12, 2002.—Refened‘to the House Calender and ordered to be printed S

Mr SENSENBRENNER from ’che Commlttee on the Jud1c1ary, .
: submltted the followmg

REPORT

» [To accompany H R 3214]

[Includmg cost estlmate of the Congressmnal Budget Ofﬁce]

: ‘The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the blll
(H.R. 3214) to amend the charter of the AMVETS organization,

having considered the same, reports-favorably thereon w1thout

amendment and recommends that the bill do pass. :

CON’I‘ENTS o

- g
m
o
]

O 500 GO RO RO DO R b bt

! Purpose and Summary L ;

" Background and Need for the Legislatlon ........................................................ K
HearIngs ...t ! L
Committee Consideration

:-Vote of the. Committee . ............
‘Committee Oversight Findings .....
Performance Goals and Objectives. ............
New Budget Authority and Tax Expenditures

. Congressional Budget Office Cost Estimate ..
‘Constitutional Authority Statement ............
Section-by-Section Analysis and Discussion . .......cccc.iuvu..
Changes in Existing Law Made by the Bill, as Reported .

L "Markup Transcrlpt ....................................................................... reeereereesenteesieananes o

PURPOSE AND SUMMARY ‘

5 HR 3214 would amend the Federal charter for the Amencan‘
e Veterans of World War II, Korea and V1etnam (AMVETS). '

BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR THE LEGISLATION o
The Arherican Veterans of World War II were founded in 1944,

" They were federally chartered.in. 1947. ‘Their charter was amended - _

- 99-006




: by Congress in 1950 to allow Korean War veterans to be members
+of the organization and in 1966 to allow Vietnam veterans to be -
.. members of the organization. In 1970, Congress acted to change -

‘.. the name of the organization to AMVETS—American Veterans of

© World War II, Korea, and Vietnam. In 1984, the AMVETS charter =
' was amended to allow anyone who served honorably after 1940 to .-
join AMVETS. In 1990, Congress acted to allow the membersh1p for
.‘national guardsmen and reservists, o

In 1998, at the AMVETS annual conventlon the delegates voted
“for an ofﬁc1al name change from American Veterans of World War -

“1I, Korea, and-Vietnam to Ameérican Veterans to more accurately - -

_reflect the membership of AMVETS. "Additionally, the AMVETS |
_have voted to change the structure of their .governing body. H.R.
~'3214 contains language to reflect the structure change in the stat-
-‘ute. Finally, the organization has changed the location of their

headquarters from the District of Columbia to Lanham, Maryland."
“Therefore, the “Headquarters and principal place of business” sec-
tion of their charter needs to be changed to indicate they are now‘ o
. located in Maryland. ~

In order for these changes to be recognized by the Department o
of Veterans Affalrs the AMVETS Federal charter must be amend- o
ed :

R HEARINGS ‘,
' e No hearmgs were held on H R. 3214 ‘
: O COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION !

" On Aprll 17 2002 the Subcommittee on Immlgratlon and Clalms‘ :
met in open session and: ordered -favorably reported the bill H.R.
3214, by voice vote, a quorum being present. On July 10, 2002, the
Committee met in open session and ordered favorably reported the =
bill H.R. 3214 w1thout amendment by v01ce vote ‘a quorum being-"

‘ present , SO :

VOTE OF THE COMMITTEE T
There were no recorded votes taken on H R. 3214

COMMITTEE OVERSIGHT FINDINGS

“In comphance with clause 3(c)(1) of rule XIII of the Rules of the, R
House of Representatives, the Committee reports that the findings =
“and recommendations of the Committee, based on oversight activi- -~ ;-
ties under clause 2(b)(1) of rule X of the Rules of the House of Rep- .. =~ = &
resentatives, are mcorporated in the descnptlve portlons of thls Tes i
: port , L : ; [

PERFORMANCE GOALs AND OBJECTIVES

The bill wou]d .change the name of the organlzatlon to AJnerlcanf
Veterans, the structure of the ‘organization’s govermng body, and L
the locatlon of the orgamzatlon S headquarters S t
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NEW BUDGET AUTHORITY AND TAX EXPENDITURES

: Clause 3(c)(2) of House rule XIII is inapplieable because this 1eg; .
~ - islation does not provide new budgetary authonty or increased tax

expendltures

h CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE COST ESTIMATE

In comphance with clause 3(c)3) of rule XIII of the Rules of the‘

" House of Representatives, the Committee sets forth, with respect to
the bill, H.R. 3214, the following estimate and comparison prepared
- by the Director of the Congressional Budget Office under section
=402 of the. Congressmnal Budget Act of 1974

: U.s. CONGRESS
. 'CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE

Washington, DC, July 12, 2002.
: Hon F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER Jr, Chalrman .

Committee on the Judiciary,
- House of Representatives, Washmgton DC.

. DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The Congressional Budget Ofﬁce has pre-

pared the enclosed cost estimate for H.R. 3214 a bill to amend the
charter of the AMVETS organization.
If you wish further details on this estimate;, we will be pleased

" to provide them. The CBO staff contact is Mehssa E. ZImmerman
".who can be reached at 226—2840

Smcerely,
DAN L. CRIPPEN, Director.

‘Ehclosure :
“ce: Honorable John Conyers dJr. -
Ranking Member ’

2 "H.R. 3214—A blll to amend the charter of the AMVETS orgamza 7

tion.

HR. 3214 would make several changes to the Federal charter for
AMVETS, a veterans association. These changes would confer no

" Federal benefits. Thus, CBO estimates that enacting this legisla-

" tion would result in no cost to the Federal Government. Because
H.R. 3214 would not affect direct spending or receipts, pay-as-you-

.-go procedures would not apply. The bill contains no intergovern-
mental or private-séctor mandates ‘as defined in the Unfunded -

' .Mandates Reform Act and would not affect the budgets of. State,
. local, or.tribal governments..

The CBO staff contact for-this estunate is Mehssa E. ZImmer- :

‘ man, who can be reached at 226-2840. This estimate was approved

- ySlS

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY STATEMENT

e Pursuant to clause 3(d)(1) of rule XIII of the Rules of the House’r"
.. of Representatives, the Committee finds the authorlty for this legIs-‘
. latIOn in artlcle 1, sectlon 8 of the Constltutlon v

by Peter H. Fontame Deputy Assistant DIrector for Budget Anal- :




SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION -
SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER

: Section 1(a) changes the name of the organization from AMVETS
(American Veterans of World War II,: Korea, and Vietnam) to .
AMVETS (American Veterans) and also inserts the new name in
the heading of chapter 227 of title 36 and the table of chapters at

" the beginning of subtitle II of title 36. :

Section 1(b) changes the structure of the governing body of the
organization. The body will consist of a national commander, two
national vice commanders, a finance: officer, a judge advocate a-
chaplain, six national district commanders, and a provost marshal.

Section 1(c) changes the location of the organization’s head-
quarters and principal place of business from the Dlstmct of Colum-
bia to Maryland. ; L : ~

.CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW MADE BY THE BILL AS REPORTED

In compliance with clause 3(e) of rule XIII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, changes in existing law made by the bill, -
»as reported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omit-

ted is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics,
existing law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman):

~ TITLE 36, UNITED STATES CODE

- Sk '; g 1 : o ,'":k'

SUBTITLE II—PATRIOTIC AND NATIONAL
2 ORGANIZATION S :

PART B+ORGANIZATIONS i

S B * B . R *

: [227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS ‘OF WORLD WAR I, KOREA
AND VIETNAM)

227. AMVETS’(AMERICAN VETERANS
' PART B—'ORGANIZATI'ONSI o

[CHAPTER 227-—AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS OF
WORLD WAR II, KOREA, AND VIETNAM)] = . .

CHAPTER 227-—-AMVETS (AMERI CAN VETERANS)

: §22701 Organlzatlon

: (a)  FEDERAL ' CHARTER. -—[AMVETS (Amerlcan Veterans of '
World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)l AMVETS (American Veterqns) B



- vSecunty, and-Claims, for a motion.

S (m thls chapter the corporatlon”) isa federally chartered corpora-

‘tlon ‘ , o ;

§22704 Governmg body
(a) * * * . y ) :
: (c) OFFICERS.—(1) The officers of the corporation are a national PR
~commander, [seven national vice commanders, one of whom shall -
be a ‘woman, a finance officer, an adjutant, a Judge advocate,] two -

. . national vice commanders, a finance officer; a Judge advocate, a
2 chaplam six national district commanders, and a provost marshal.

E ‘§ 22706 Exclusxve rlght to name, seals, emblems, and badges ‘

The corporation and its State, reglonal and local subdivisions -
“.’have the-exclusive right to use ‘the name “[AMVETS (American -

- Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)} AMVETS (Amer- .

.- ican. Veterans)” and seals emblems and badges the corporatxon
adopts S PR R i S SRR o AL R U

§22708 Headquarters and prmclpal place of busmess

- - The headquarters and principal place of business of the cor- - . e
, poratlon shall be in [the District of Columbial Maryland. However, = =

" “the activities of the corporation are not confined to [the District: of

- Columbial Maryland but may be conducted throughout the States -

: terntones and possesswns of the United States . e

MARKUP TRANSCRIPT S

‘ - BUSINESS I\’IEETING e
- WEDNESDAY, JULY 10, 2002 -

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES R

T COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, . -
, P : . Washington, DC S

The Commlttee met pursuant to notlce at 10:17 a. m., in Room - =

2141, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. F. James Sensen-v;;
brenner, Jr. [Chairman of the Committee] presiding. - L

o Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The Commlttee w111 be in order A_ R
working quorum is present. . -
.0 Tt is the intention of the Chair to deal with the three veterans AL
. bills en bloc and then the two private bllls en bloc before gettmg S
~to the homeland security bill, H.R. 5005.: R
27 The first item on the agenda is the cons1derat10n of HR 3838 R
. 3214, and 3988, which, without objection, will be considered en,’f'

" bloe. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from -Pennsylvania, Mr.
~~Gekas; the Chairman-of the Subcommlttee on Immlgratlon Border

... Mr. GEKAS. Mr, Chalrman the Subcommlttee on Immlgratlon
. *Border Securlty, and Clalms reports favorably the bxlls H R 3838 ’r



. 6

H.R. 3214, and H.R. 3988, and moves their favorable recommenda- <
tion to the full House.. -7 . ' o , _
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, the bills will be

" considered as read and open for amendment at any point.
[The bill, H.R. 3214, follows:]



107TH OONGRESS
lSTSESSIO\I' H R 3214

'I‘o nmPnd the charter of ﬂu, AMVETS orgamzatlon

IN THE HOUST‘ OF‘ RDPRDSENTATIVEb

NOVEMBER 1, 2001 -

Mr Bmmms (for himself and Mr. EvANS) introduced the followmfr billy S
whmh was rcfcrred to the bommxttee on the Judxcxary : '

A BILL

To amend the charter of the AMVETS orgamzatlon b -’1 S

Be 'Lt enacted by fhe S'enate and Housc of Reprcse'nta-’ o

, .

’ twes of the Umted States of Amemca n Congwss assembled E
‘SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER e

(a)’ NAME OF ORGANIZATION —-(1) Secnonsf
22701(a) and 22706 of title 36, United States Code, are
amended by s’mkmg “AMVDT% (Amerlcan Veterans Of.'_'\
.\VOde War H Korea and Vletnam)” and msertmg . g

“AMVETS (Amerl(,an Veter ans)” -

.4‘\0‘ oo < 'o»,.'u: '_.u:u o

(9)(A) The heddmg Of Lhdptel" 927 Of such tltle 1s’7:‘ ,

10 amended to read as follows




, i
1 “CHAPTER 227—AMVETS (AMERICAN
g VETERANS)".
(B) The 1tcm reldtmg to guch chapter in the table

: of chaptcxa at the begmmng of subtl‘rle II of Such tltle

s l.u o

is amended to read as follows:

“927. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) oo 227017,
(b) GOVDRNING BODY ——Sectlon 2‘)704(0)(1) of such s
title 1s amended by strxklng Seven nahonal viee com-

; manderb and all that follows through “a Judge advocate S e

O 00~ cr\

“and mser’tmg “two national v1(:o commandels a finance o
10 v of'ﬁeer a judge ad»ocate a chaplam six natlonal dlstuctn"’,
11 commandels o s | |

12 (©) HEADQUARTERS AND. PRINCIPAL PLACE OF; :

13 BUSINESS —Sectlon 22708 of quch title is amended—k, '

14 (1) by stmklng “The DISfl‘l(‘f of (o]umbla m . o
15 the first sentence and msertmg “Mawland” . d_
16 - " (@) by gmkmg “the. Dlstuct of Columbm m
17 the second sentence and mSertmg “Maryland” : s
o

Chalrman SENSENBRENNER The Chair recognizes. the gentleman‘ S
from Pennsylvania to strike the last word; o ‘ P

Mr. GEKaAS. I thank the Chair. : : ' Lk

These three bills attend to membership problems that have been
encountered by three of our esteemed veterans organizations: the - =
~ American Legion, the VFW, and AMVETS. In each case, the cur<: -7
rent language of their charters prevents veterans from succeeding. - .-
conflicts or wars or battles to be eligible for respective membershlp F
-in-those orgamzatlons o

For instance, in the VFW problem the veterans from the actlon.:’,v ",
in Somalia and Kosovo would be ineligible under the current char- .




9 -
ter language. This would cure that and mean-—it would allow those
~which were actually conflicts and people actually died, those would
be cleared up in the language of the new charter.

As to the AMVETS, which was currently-—is currently restricted
“to ‘American veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam, the "
language is changed to allow people to join who had been in con- .
sequent conflicts and wars after those three. So people in Desert
Storm and-Desert Shield, for instance, otherw1se ineligible, would
now become eligible for. the AMVETS. . '

In the Legion, by quirk of the current language the people who
are veterans of Desert Shield and Desert Storm again and Iragq,
Bosnia,; Kosovo, and Afghanistan would not be eligible to join the

American Leglon This language as we propose, would allow them'-‘_ -

to qualify for those.
..I ask for unanimous approval of these three bllls
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The gentlewoman from Texas, Ms

' . _Jackson Lee.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Thank you Very much. Let me 1ndlcate my
" support for these three bills, which, again, would amend the Fed-
“eral charter of the American veterans of World War II under H.R.
3214, and would—World War II, Korea, and Vietnam vets, to re-
flect changes made at their 1998 convention, ‘and in H.R. 3838
would amend the Federal charter of the Veterans of Foreign Wars.
This legislation would allow any member of the Armed Forces who
. received hostile fire or imminent danger pay to be a member of the
VFW. And I agree with taking them en bloc, and H.R. 3988, this
bill makes a technical amendment to the membership qualifica- -
tions language of the. Federal charter of the American Legion.
. We're doing as we have been asked and reviewed, and, therefore,
T ask my colleagues to unammously support this leg1slat1on as we
“move forward. © ‘ i
Mr. COBLE. Mr. Chairman? . - ' '
- Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without obJectmn all Members may "’
insert opening statements in the record- at this point..
+ Are there amendments? The gentleman from North Carolina.

Mr, COBLE.. Mr. Chairman, I move to stnke the last word and o

will not consume my 5 minutes.

- Chairman SENSENBRENNER The gentleman is recogmzed for 57

minutes.

Mr. CoBLE. T'd like to ask the gentleman from Pennsylvama a-

“.question, if I may. . =
Mr. Gekas, it is my behef that the agenc1es 1nvolved endorse-
these proposals :
. 'Mr. GEKaS. That’s correct. The individual organizations them-

- selves approve, of course, and many of the current members ap-

~prove, from what we've been able to dlscern and future members, -
of course, would like to see— - : '

Mr. COBLE. I thank you.

-~ Reclaiming my time, Mr. Chalrman Im a member of the VFW

-"and the American Leg10n Post back in North Carolina, and 1 can’t

speak nationally but I know back home our post continues to suffer

-the loss of membership of younger members. Most of our members = -

" are—I don’t mean in the geezer stage, but at least we’re advancing

- " in age, and I think—TI think these proposals will address that and
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probably brmg—why is everybody smlhng when I say geezer and -
looking at me? -
‘But I yield back, Mr. Chalrman and endorse passage. .
.. Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, .the gentleman .
.. .from North Carohnas name will be stncken from the roll of gee-
" Zers. : S :
" Are there amendments” [Laughter] B e
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Hearing none, the Chalr notes the = .-
—. presence of a reporting quorum. The questmn occurs on the motion . =
.. to report H.R. 3838, 3214, and 3988 favorably en bloc. Those in
.. favor will say aye. Opposed ‘1o, .
=+ The ayes appear to have it, and the motlon to report favorably.‘
_is adopted. - ‘
Without objection, the Chairman is authorlzed to move to go. to
" .conference pursuant to House rules. Without objection, the staff is.
_.directed to make any technical and conforming changes, and all
. Members will be given 2 days, as provided by the rules, in which
to submit additional dissenting, supplemental; or mmonty views.




H.R. 3214

©®ne fundred Stoenth Congress
o of the
Anited States of America

AT THE SECOND SESSION

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Wednesday,
the twenty-third day of J y, two th d and two

-~ dn At
To amend the charter of the AMVETS organization.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER.

(a) NAME OF ORGANIZATION.—(1) Sections 22701(a) and 22706
of title 36, United States Code, are amended by striking “AMVETS .
. (American Veterans of ‘World War I, Korea, and Vietnam)” and
inserting “AMVETS (American Veterans)”.
(2)A) The heading of chapter 227 of such title is amended
to read as follows: o

“CHAPTER 227—AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS)”.

(B) The item relating to such chapter in the table of chapters
at the beginning of subtitle II of such title is amended to read
as follows:

“227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) 22701".

(b) GOVERNING BoDY.—Section 22704(c)(1) of “such title is
amended by’ striking “seven national vice commanders” and all -
_ that follows through “a judge advocate,” and inserting “two national
‘vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain,
six national district commanders,”. ’
“(c) HEADQUARTERS AND PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS.—Sec-
" tion 22708 of such title is amended—
R (1) by striking “the District of Columbia” in the first sen-
tence and inserting “Maryland”; and
(2) by striking “the. District of Columbia” in the second
sentence and inserting “Maryland”.

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Vice President of the United States and
President of the Senate.



'H.R.3214

to read as follows:

- as follows:

- O ﬁundrzd o%mznth (Zungrzzs
~ of the
ﬂamtzd rates. of S&mmta

AT THE SECOND SESSION

: : Begun and held at lhe City of Washmgton on Wednesday,

- the twenty-thtrd day of January, two thousand and two

gn Stht

To amend the charter of the AMVETS orgamzatlon

.Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatwes of

- the United States of America in Congress assembled,
'SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER.

(a) NAME OF ORGANIZATION. ——(1) Sections 22701(a) and 22706
of title 36, United States Code, are amended by striking “AMVET,
(Amencan Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)” and
inserting “AMVETS (American Veterans)

(2)(A) The headmg of chapter 227 of such title is amended

: “CHAPTER 227—AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS)”

(B) The item relatmg t6 such chapter in the table of chapters
at the beginning of subtltle II of such title is amended to read

“227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) O R TP OU ot PP .22701” :

(b) GOVERNING BoDY.—Section 22704(cX1) of- ‘such title is
amended by striking “seven national vice commanders” and all

that follows through “a judge advocate,” and inserting “two national

vice commanders, -a finance ofﬁcer, a judge advocate, a chaplain,
six national dlstnct commanders,”.
(c) HEADQUARTERS AND PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS —-Sec-

- tlon 22708 of such title is amended—

(1) by striking “the District of Columbla” 1n the ﬁrst sen-
tence and inserting “Maryland”; and

(2) by striking “the. District of Columbla” in the second
sentence and inserting “Maryland”

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Vtce Preszdent of the Umted States' and
Presldent of the Senate.’
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

October 11, 2002

THE DIRECTOR

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT:  Enrolled Bl H.R. 3214 - AMVETS Organization Charter Amendments
Sponsors — Rep. Bilirakis (R) FL and 3 cosponsors

Last Day for Action

October 18, 2002 - Friday

Purpose

Changes the name, composition of the governing body, and headquarters location of the
AMVETS (American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam) organization.

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval

Department of Veterans Affairs No objection ‘
Department of Justice No objection (Informally)
Department of Defense ‘ No comment (Informally)

Discussion

The AMVETS organization was granted a Federal charter in 1947 and its membership is
currently open to individuals who served in the U.S. Armed Forces, including the National Guard
and Reserves, anytime after September 15, 1940, and, unless still serving, were honorably
discharged. (In general, the granting of a Federal charter bestows a certain prestige upon an
organization but does not otherwise confer any Federal benefit.) AMVETS distributes
information to veterans and serves as an advocate for members.

H.R. 3214 would change the name of the "AMVETS (American Veterans of World War
I, Korea, and Vietnam)" organization to "AMVETS (American Veterans)". The enrolled bill
also would restructure the AMVETS governing body by replacing the current seven national vice
commanders with two national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain,
and six national district commanders. Finally, H.R. 3214 would change the location of the
AMVETS headquarters and principal place of business from the District of Columbia to
Maryland. '




According to the House Committee report, in 1998, at the AMVETS annual convention,
the delegates voted to change the name of the organization to more accurately reflect its
membership and to change the structure of the governing body as reflected in H.R. 3214.

Conclusion and Recommendation

I recommend approval of H.R. 3214, which passed the House by voice vote and the
Senate by unanimous consent.

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr.

Director

Enclosures
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

/

Date: 10-11-02 9:00 PM - ACTION/ CONCURRENCE / COMMENT,DUE BY: 10-15-02 5:00 PM

Subject: ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3214 -- AMVETS ORGANIZATION CHARTER AMENDMENTS

ACTION  FYI S 'ACTION - FYI
R VICE/PREVSIDEN'.I'; 7 O HUBBARD O O
CARD o O IRASTORZA o o
BaRTLETT ¥ O JOHNSON O O
BLAKEMAN O O  LINDSEY J O
BOLTEN @ O  wmarsurReeR O O
BRIDGELAND [ [0  MERS o O
CALIO & O ~RICE ® O
CONNAUGHTON o O ,. RIDGE O 0O
DANIELS O o ROV o O
FLEISCHER o I{ SPELLINGS B l{ o
GERSON o of CLERK o o
GONZALES 4 O O O
HAGIN o O ,F o -0
HAWKINS o 0O O O
REMARKS

PLEASE FORWARD COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148 ‘BY 5:00 P.M.,
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2002, WITH A COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE
THANK YOU.

.- RESPONSE:

Harriet E. Miers
Assistant 1o the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 62702



" EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

October 11, 2002

THE DIRECTOR

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Eﬁrolled Bill HR. 3214 - AMVETS Organization Charter Amendments
: Sponsors — Rep. Bilirakis (R) FL and 3 cosponsors

Last Day for Action

October 18, 2002 - Friday
. Pu_rp. ose -

Changes the name, composition of the goVeming body, and headquarters location of the
AMVETS (American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam) organization.

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget | Approval

Department of Vetérans Affairs - No objectlon ,

Department of Justice - Noobjection (Informally)

Department of Defense ’ ~ No comment (Informally)
Discussion

The AMVETS organization was granted a Federal charter in 1947 and its membership is ‘
currently open to-individuals who served in the U.S. Armed Forces, including the National Guard
and Reserves, anytime after September 15, 1940, and, unless still serving, were honorably
discharged. (In general, the granting of a Federal charter bestows a certain prestige upon an
organization ‘but does not otherwise confer any Federal benefit.) AMVETS dlstrlbutes
information to veterans and serves as an advocate for members.

H.R. 3214 would change the name of the "AMVETS (American Veterans of World War
I, Korea, and Vietnam)" organization to "AMVETS (American Veterans)". The enrolled bill
also would restructure the AMVETS governing body by replacing the current seven national vice
commanders with two national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain,
and six national district commanders. Finally, H.R. 3214 would change the location of the
AMVETS headquarters and principal place of busmess from the District of Columbia to
Maryland.



According to the House Committee réport, in 1998, at the AMVETS annual convention,
the delegates voted to change the name of the organization to more accurately reflect its
membership and to change the structure of the governing body as reflected in H.R. 3214.

Conclusion and Recommendation

I recommend approval of H.R. 3214, which passed the House by voice vote and the
Senate by unanimous consent. o ‘ ’

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr.

‘Director

Enclosures
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THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON
- October 4, 2002

The Honorabie Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr.
Director ,
Office of Management and Budget
Aftention: Assistant Director for
Legislative Reference

Washington, B.C. 20503

Dear Mr. Daniels:

- As requested lam wntlng to express the views of the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) on the enrolled H.R. 3214, 107" Congress, a bill to amend
the charter of the American Veterans of World War I, Korea, and Vietnam ,
(AMVETS). VA has no objection to the President signing this legislation into law.

- Section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36 U.S.C. §§ 22701(a) and
22706 to change the name of the organization to American Veterans. Section 1

of the enrolled bill would also amend 36 U.S.C. § 22704(c)(1) to provide that the
officers of AMVETS would include two national vice commanders, a finance
officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain and six national district commanders. In
addition, section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36 U.S.C. § 22708 to provide -
that AMVETS’ headquarters and principal place of business would be in
Maryland, rather than the District of Columbia. ‘

Sincerely yours,

: Anthony . Principi

TOTAL P.@3



107TH CONGRESS ' : REPORT
9d Session | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES |  197_569 |

TO AMEND THE CHARTER OF THE AMVETS ORGANIZATION

JULY 12', 2002.—Referfed to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed

Mr. SEN‘SENBRENNER,.from‘the Committee on the Judiciary; ‘
submitted the following - ‘

REPORT

[To accompany H.R.v.3214]
[Ifxcludirig cost estimate of the Congressional Budget Officel

The -Committee on the Judiciary, to- whom was referred the bill
(H.R. 3214) to amend the charter of the AMVETS organization,
having considered the same, reports favorably thereon without
~ amendment and recommends that the bill do pass. .
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PURPOSE AND SUMMARY

H.R. 3214 would amend the Federal charter for the American
Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam (AMVETS). :

BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR THE LEGISLATION

- The American Veterans of World War II were founded in 1944.
They were federally chartered in 1947. Their charter was amended »

N
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by Congress in 1950 to allow Korean War veterans to be members
of the organization and in.1966 to allow Vietnam veterans to be
members of the organization. In 1970, Congress acted to change.
the name of the organization to AMVETS—American Veterans of
- World War II, Korea, and Vietnam. In 1984, the AMVETS charter
was amended to allow anyone who served honorably after 1940 to
join AMVETS. In 1990, Congress acted to allow the membership for
national guardsmen and reservists.

In 1998, at the AMVETS annual convention, the delegates voted
for an official name change from American Veterans of World War
II, Korea, and Vietnam to American Veterans to more accurately
reflect the membership of AMVETS. Additionally, the AMVETS
have voted to change the structure of their governing body. H.R.
3214 contains language to reflect the structure change in the stat-
ute. Finally, the organization has changed the location of their
headquarters from the District of Columbia to Lanham, Maryland.
Therefore, the “Headquarters and principal place of business” sec-
tion of their charter needs to be changed to indicate they are now

located in Maryland.

"~ In order for these changes to be recognized by the Department
of Veterans Affa1rs the AMVETS Federal charter must be amend-
ed. »

HEARINGS
No hearmgs were held on H.R. 3214
COMMI'I‘TEE CONSIDERATION

On April 17, 2002, the Subcommittee on Immigration and Claims
met in open session and ordered favorably reported the bill H.R.
3214, by voice vote, a quorum being present. On July 10, 2002, the
Committee met in open session and ordered favorably reported the
bill H.R. 3214 without amendment by voice vote, a quorum being
- present.

VOTE OF THE COMMITTEE
There were no recorded votes taken on H.R. 3214. -

COMMITTEE OVERSIGHT FINDINGS

In compliance with clause 3(c)1) of rule XIII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, the Committee reports that the findings
and recommendations of the Committee, based on oversight activi-
ties under clause 2(b)(1) of rule X of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, are mcorporated in the descnptlve portions of this re-
port.

PERFORMANCE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

The bill would change the name of the organizafion to American
Veterans, the structure of the organization’s governing body, and
the location of the organization’s headquarters. .
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" NEwW BUDGET AUTHORITY AND TAX EXPENDITURES

Clause 3(c)(2) of House rule X1III is inapplicable because 'this leg-
{islation does not provide new budgetary authorlty or increased tax
expendxtures

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE COST ESTIMATE

In compliance with clause 3(c)(3) of rule XIII of the Rules. of the
House of Representatives, the Committee sets forth, with respect to
the bill, H.R. 3214, the following estimate and comparison prepared - -
by the Director of the Congressional ‘Budget Office under section
402 of the Congresswnal Budget Act of 1974: .

U.S. CONGRESS
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE,
Washington, DC, July 12, 2002

Hon. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, Jr., Chairman,
Committee on the Judiciary, . .
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.. . i

DEAR MR. ‘CHAIRMAN: The Congressional Budget Ofﬁce has pre-
pared the enclosed cost estimate for H.R. 3214 a b111 to amend the
charter of the AMVETS organization.

If you wish further details on this estimate, we ‘will be pleased .
to provide them. The CBO staff contact is Melissa E. Zimmerman,
“who can be reached at 226-2840. .

Slncerely, ,
. 'DAN L. CRIPPEN, Director.
Enclosure ‘ S
cc: - Honorable John Conyers Jr
Ranking Member
H.R. 3214—A bill to amend the charter of the AMVETS organiza-
tion.

- H.R. 3214 would make several changes to the Federal charter for
AMVETS, a veterans association. These changes would confer no.
Federal benefits. Thus, CBO estimates that enacting this legisla-
tion would result in no cost to the Federal Government. Because
H.R. 3214 would not affect direct spending or receipts, pay-as-you-
go procedures would not apply. The bill contains no intergovern--
mental or private-sector mandates as defined in the Unfunded
Mandates Reform.Act and would not affect the budgets of State,
local, or tribal governments.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Melissa E. Zimmer-
man, who can be reached at 226-2840. This estimate was approved
by Peter H. Fontaine, Deputy- Assmtant Director for Budget Anal-
- ysis.

‘ CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 3(d)(1) of rule XIII of the Rules of the Hqﬁse .
of Representatives, the Committee finds the authority for this legis-
latjon in article 1, section 8 of the Constitution.
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SECTION- BY-SECTION ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION
SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER

Section 1(a) changes the name of the organization from AMVETS
(American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam) to
, AMVETS (American Veterans) and also inserts the new name in
the heading of chapter 227 of title 36 and the table of chapters at
the beginning of subtitle IT of title 36.

Section 1(b) changes the structure of the governing body of the
organization. The body will consist of a national commander, two
national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate a
. chaplain, six national district commanders, and a provost marshal. K

Section 1(c) changes the location of the organization’s head-
guarters and principal place of business from the District of Colum-
bia to Maryland.

CHANGES IN EXISTING Law MADE BY THE BILL AS REPORTED ,

In compliance with clause 3(e) of rule XIII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, changes in existing law madé by the bill,
- -as reported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omit-
ted is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics,
existing law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman):

- TITLE 36, UNITED STATES CODE

* * % Co R * *

SUBTITLE II—PATRIOTIC AND NATIONAL

ORGANIZATIONS
ES 3 L% ) ES A * ) ES N T
PART B—ORGAN IZATIONS
* #® % oo ' * *
[227: AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS OF WORLD WAR II, KOREA,
AND VIETNAM) ..ot ... 227013 -
227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) ................ i eretee et eenen e e s e et es 22701

PART B—ORGAN _IZATIONS

* * ‘ *- %, * # *

[CHAPTER 227—AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS OF
, WORLD WAR II, KOREA, AND VIETNAM)]

CHAPTER 227—AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS)

* * : * *® * * *

§ 22701, Organization

(a) FEDERAL CHARTER—[AMVETS (American Veterans of.
World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)} AMVETS (American Veterans)

i
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(in this chapter, the corporatlon”) is a federally chartered corpora-
, tion.
o » W % Y ’ 4 : [,

§22704. Governing body

(a) ® ook
T * * oo * = *

“(e) OFFICERS.~—(1) The officers of the corporation are a national
-commander, [seven national vice commanders, one of whom shall
be a woman, a finance officer, an adjutant, a judge advocate,] two
national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a
chaplain, six national district commanders, and a provost marshal.

ES * * * sk * %

§22706. Exclusive right to name, seals, emblems, and badges

The corporation and its State, regional, and local subdivisions
have the exclusive right to use the name “[AMVETS (American '
Veterans of World War 11, Korea, and Vietnam)] AMVETS (Amer-
‘ icg,n Veterans)” and seals, emblems, and badges the corporation
adopts. ' )

§ 22708. Headquarters and principal place of business

The headquarters and principal place of business of the cor-
poration shall be in [the District of Columbial Maryland. However,
the activities of the corporation are not confined to [the District of
Columbia] Maryland but may be conducted throughout the States,
territories, and possessions of the United States.

* o * * * * s

MARKUP TRANSCRIPT

| 'BUSINESS MEETING
WEDNESDAY, JULY 10, 2002

- HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY,
. Washington, DC.

The Comrmttee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:17 a.m., in Room .
2141, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. F. James Sensen-
brenner Jr. [Chairman of the Committee] presiding.

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The Committee will be in order. A
working quorum is present.

-1t is the intention of the Chair to deal with the three veterans

.bills en bloc and then the two private bills en bloc before getting -
. to the homeland security bill, H.R. 5005.

The first item on the agenda is the consideration of H.R. 3838,
3214, and 3988, which, without objection, will be considered en
bloc. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr.
Gekas, the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Immlgramon Border
Secunty and Claims, for a motion.

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Chaxrman the Subcommlttee on Immigration,
Border Security, and Claims reports favorably the bills H.R. 3838,




)

H.R. 3214, and H.R. 3988, and moves their favorable recommenda-
tion to the full House. S

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, ‘the bills will be
considered as read and open for amendment at any point.

[The bill, H.R. 3214, follows:] '




107TH (“ONGRESS
TR HLR. 3214

~ To amend f.he charter of the AMVETS organization. )

IN THE H()USE OF REPRDSENTATIVES

NOVEMBER 1, 2001

Mr. BILraias (for himself and Mr. EvaNs) introduced the following bill;
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary

A BILL

" To amend the charter of the AMVETS organization.

s

= JEN - S~ S EEY - S VR N VO v

Be u‘ énaded by the Senate and House of Reprcsenia—
tives of the United States of America in Congress as._se}nbled, |
SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER

(a) NAME OF ORGANIZATION —(1)  Sections .
22701(a ) and 22706 of tltle 36, Umted States Code, are
émended by striking “AMVDTS {American Veterans of
World War T, Korea, and Vietnam)” and inserting
“AMVETS (American Veterans)’. ' |

g (2)(A) The heddmg of Lhdpter 227 of such title is

amended to read as follows:




8
| 2 .
| “CHAPTER 227—AMVETS (AMERICAN
VETERANS)”.

[ o)

'(B) The itcm rel;iting to such chapter in . the table‘

of chapters at the beginning of subtitle 11 of such title

[V SN - R V8 |

1s amended to read as follows:”

“227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) ’ 227017,

b) GO\fERNING Bopy.—Section 22704(c)(1) of such
title is amended by striking ‘“‘seven national vice com-

manders”. and all that follows through “a judge advocate,”

O 00~ ™

“and inserting “two national vice éommanders; a finance
10 officer, a judge advoca.te, a chaplain, six national district
11 commanders,”. | |

12 (e) HEADQUARTEES AND PRINCIPAL PLACE OF

13 BusiNgss.—Section 22708 of such title is amended—

14 (1) by striking “_‘r,he‘ Distriet. of Columbia” in
15 the first sentence and inserting “Mary]and”{ and
16 » (2) by striking “the District of Columbia” in
17 .the'secOnd sentence and inserting ‘“Maryland’.

e

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania to strike the last word.

Mr. GEKAS. ] thank the Chair. '

These three bills attend to membership problems that have been
encountered by three of our esteemed veterans organizations: the
American Legion, the VFW, and AMVETS. In each case, the cur-
rent language of their charters prevents veterans from succeedmg
conflicts or wars or, battles to be eligible for respective membership

in those organizations.

For instance, in the VFW problem, the veterans from the action -
in Somalia and Kosovo would be ineligible under the current char-
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ter language. This would cure that and mean—it would allow those
which were actually conflicts and people actually died, those would
be cleared up in the language of the new charter.

As to the AMVETS, which was currently—is currently restricted
to American veterans of World War II, 'Korea, and Vietnam, the
language is changed to allow people to join who had been in con-
sequent conflicts and wars after those three. So people in Desert
Storm and Desert Shield; for instance, otherwise ineligible, would
now become eligible for the AMVETS.

In the Legion, by quirk of the current language, the people who
are veterans of Desert Shield and Desert Storm again and Iraq,
Bosnia, Xosovo, and Afghanistan would not be eligible to join the
American Leglon This language, as we propose, would allow them
to qualify for those.

I ask for unanimous approval of these three bills.

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The gentlewoman from Texas, Ms
Jackson Lee.

. Ms.  JACKSON LEE. Thank you very much. Let me indicate my
support for these three bills, which, again, would amend the Fed-

eral charter of the American veterans of World War II under H-R.
3214, and would—World War II, Korea, and Vietnam vets, to re-
flect changes ‘made at their 1998 convention, and in H.R. 3838
would amend the Federal charter of the. Veterans of Foreign Wars.
This legislation would allow any member of the Armed Forces who
received hostile fire or imminent danger pay to be a member of the
VFW. And ] agree with taking them en bloc, and H.R. 3988, this
bill makes a technical amendment to the membership qualifica-
tions language of the Federal charter of the American Legion.
‘We're doing as we have been asked and reviewed, and, therefore,
. I ask my colleagues to unanimously support this leglslatlon as we
move forward. -~ .

Mr. COBLE. Mr.-Chairman?

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without obJectlon all Members may
insert opening statements in the record at this point.

Are there amendments? The gentleman from North Carolina.

Mr. CoBLE. Mr. Chairman, I move to‘ strike the last word and
will not consume my 5 minutes. '

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The gentleman is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. CosBLE. I'd like to ask the gentleman from ‘Pennsylvania a
question, if I may.

Mr. Gekas, it is my belief that the agencies involved -endorse
these. proposals

Mr. Gegas. That’s, correct. The individual organizations them-
selves approve, of course, and many of the current members ap-
_prove, from what we’ve been able to discern, and future members,
of course, would like to see—-

Mr. COBLE. ] thank you. : )

Reclaiming my time, Mr. Chaxrman I'm a member of the VFW
and the American Leglon Post back in North Carolina, and 1 can’t.
speak nationally but I know back home our post continues to suffer
the loss of membership of younger members. Most of our members
are—] don’t mean in the geezer stage, but at least we're advancing
in age, and I think—I think these proposals will address that and
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probably bnng—why is everybody smlhng when 1 say “geezer’ * and
.- looking at me?

But I yield back, Mr. Chairman, and endorse passage.

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, the gentleman
from North Carolina’s name will be stricken from the roll of gee-

- Zers.

Are there amendments" [Laughter] ' ‘

~ Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Hearing none, the Chair notes the
presence of a reporting quorum. The questmn occurs on the motion

to report H.R. 3838, 3214, and 3988 favorably en bloc. Those in

. favor will say aye. Opposed no.

.~ The ayes appear to have 1t and the motlon to report favorably
is adopted.

Without objection, the Chairman is_authorized to move to go.to
conference pursuant to House rules. Without objection, the staff is
directed to- make any technical and conforming changes, and all
. Members will be given 2 days, as provided by the rules, in which
to submit additional dissenting, supplemental, or mmonty views. .

e}



H.R.3214

®nz itlundrtd 5thtnth @ungrzzs
. of the
ﬂﬂmtzd Dtates of America

AT THE SECOND SESSION

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Wed de Y,

=

the uoenty-third day of January, two thousand and two .

n Act

To amend the charter of the AMVETS organization.

"Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatwes of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER.

(a) NaME OF ORGANIZATION.—(1) Sections 22701(a) and 22706
of title 36, United States Code, are amended by striking “AMVETS
(Amerlcan Veterans of ‘World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)” and
inserting “AMVETS (American Veterans)

(2)(A) The heading of chapter 227 of such title is amended
to read as follows:

“CHAP'I'ER 227—AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS)", '

(B) The item relating to such chapter in the table of chapters
at the beginning of subtitle II of such title is amended to read
as follows:

“227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) 227017, -

(b) GOVERNING BODY.—-—-Section 22704(c)(1) of "such title is
amended by striking “seven national vice commanders” and all

N

“that follows through “a judge advocate,” and inserting “two national

vice commanders, a finance oﬁ'lcer, a-judge advocate a. chaplain,
six national district commanders,”.
(c) HEADQUARTERS -AND PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS.—Sec-
tion 22708 of such title is amended—
(1) by striking “the District of Columbia” in the first sen- -
tence and inserting ’Maryland and
(2) by striking- “the District of Columbia” in the second
sentence and inserting “Ma.ryland

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Vice President of the ‘United States and
President of the Senate.
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' WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

Date: 10-11-02 9:00 PM

Subject: ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3214 -- AMVETS ORGANIZATION CHARTER AMENDMENTS

ACTION/ CONCURRENCE | COMMENT DU‘E BY'; 10-15-02 5:00 PM
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

Date: 10-11-02 9:00 PM ACTION / CONCURRENCE / COMMENT DUE BY: 10-1 5;02 5:00 PM

Subject: ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3214 -- AMVETS ORGANIZATION CHARTER AMENDMENTS

ACTION FYl ~ ACTION  FYI
VICEPRESIDENT [ - [  HUBBARD O O
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REMARKS: " \

PLEASE FORWARD COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 P.M,
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2002, WITH A COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE.
THANK YOU.

RESPONSE:

Harriet E. Miers
Assistant to the President
. and Staff Secretary
' Ext. 62702
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

Date: 10-11-02 9:00 PM ACTION/ CONCURRENCE / COMMENT DUE BY: 10-1 5-02 5:00 PM

Subj’ect: ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3214

- AMVETS ORGANIZATION CHARTER AMENDMENTS

ACTION  FYI o ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDE) r.d [0  HUBBARD O O
CARD « O IRASTORZA O |
BARTLETT D’ [0  JOHNSON n O
BLAKEMAN g ‘00 LINDSEY J O
BOLTEN @ O  MARBURGER O O
BRIDGELAND O [0  MIERS | O 0O
CALIO & 0O R & O
CONNAUGHTON W ] RIDGE O |
DANIELS 0 o ROV O
FLEISCHER o of  speLLNGS O
GERSON 0 o  CLERK o o
| GONZALES ¥ 0O O O
HAGIN O 0o d O
HAWKINS LT/ o | | o |

REMARKS: :

PLEASE FORWARD COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 P.M,,
i im AV AATADED 42 20N WITH A CAPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

Date: 10-11-02 9:00 PM__ ACTION / CONCURRENCE / COMMENT DUE BY: 10-15-02 5:00 PM

Subject: ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3214 -- AMVETS ORGANIZATION CHARTER AMENDMENTS

- ACTION  FYI ACTION  FYI
VICE PRESIDEN@ @ O HUBBARD | O O
CARD « O irasTorza O o
BARTLETT [9/ O  JOHNSON O O
BLAKEMAN - O 0 © LINDSEY { O
BOLTEN r 4 0  MARBURGER O O
BRIDGELAND 0O ‘O MERS | N
CALIO \ IS/ O  RiCE W O
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FLEISCHER o o speLungs o o
GERSON o ¥  CLERK o o
'GONZALES ird O ‘ O -0
HAGIN O 0O O O
HAWKINS o O | N al
REMARKS:

PLEASE FORWARD COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458 OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 P.M.,
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2002, WITH A COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY S OFFICE
THANK YOU.

N

RESPONSE:

Harriet E. Miers
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
E;(t. 62702




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

October 111,2002

'THE- DIRECTOR
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT:  Enrolled Bill H.R. 3214 - AMVETS Organization Charter Amendments -
' Sponsors — Rep. Bilirakis (R) FL and 3 cosponsors

Last Day for Action

October 18, 2002 - Friday
Purpose =~ - —

Changes the name, compositibn of the governing body, and headquarters location of the.
AMVETS (American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam) organization. -

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management' and Budget = | Appro{/al ‘

Department of Veterans Affairs -~ ‘ No objection

Department of Justice = , B ~ - No objection (Informally)

Department of Defense Lo .-+ No comment (Informally)
Discussion

The AMVETS orgamzatlon was granted a Federal charter in 1947 and its membershrp is
currently open to individuals who served in the U.S. Armed Forces, including the National Guard
and Reserves, anytime after September 15, 1940, and, unless still serving, were honorably
discharged (In general, the granting of a Federal charter bestows a certain prestige upon an
organization but does not otherwise confer any Federal benefit.) AMVETS distributes -
information to veterans and serves as an advocate for members.

~ H.R. 3214 would change the name of the "AMVETS (American Veterans of World War
1, Korea, and Vietnam)" organization to "AMVETS (American Veterans)". The enrolled bill
‘also would restructure the AMVETS governing body by replacing the current seven national vice
commanders with two national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain,
and six national district commanders. Finally, H.R. 3214 would change the location of the
AMVETS headquarters and principal place of business from the Drstrlct of Columbia to
Maryland.



According to the House Committee report, in 1998, at the AMVETS annual convention,
the delegates voted to change the name of the organization to more accurately reflect its
membership and to change the structure of the governing body as reflected in H.R. 3214. -

Conclusion and Recommendation

]

I recommend approval of H R. 3214 which passed the House by voice vote and the
Senate by unanimous consent. .

“Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr.
Director '

Enclosures
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THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON
October 4, 2002 -

The Honorable Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr.
Director

Office of Management and Budget
Afttention: Assistant Director for
Legislative Reference -

Washlngton D.C. 20503 -

Dear Mr. Damels.

As requested [ am writing to express the views of the Department of :
Veterans Affairs (VA) on the enrolled H.R. 3214, 107" Congress, a bill to amend
the charter of the American Veterans of World War |, Korea, and Vietnam
(AMVETS). VA has no objection to the President signing this-legislation into law.

Section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36 U.S.C. §§ 22701(a ) and

22706 to change the name of the orgamzatnon to American Veterans. Section 1
of the enrolled bill would also amend 36 U.S.C. § 22704(c)(1) to provide that the
officers of AMVETS would include two national vice commanders, a finance

- officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain and six national district commanders. In
addition, section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36 U.S.C. § 22708 to provide -
that AMVETS' headquarters and principal place of business would be in o
Maryland rather than the District of Columbia.

Sincerely yours,-

%

Anthony J. Princibi :

TOTAL P.@3



107TH CONGRESS - ' REPORT
o Session | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES |  197_s69

TO AMEND THE CHARTER OF THE AMVETS ORGANIZATION

JULY 12, 2902.——Referred io the House Calendar and ordered to be printed

- Mr. SENSENBRENNER, from the Committee on the Judiciary,
submitted the following -

REPORT

[To accompany H.R. 3214]

{Including cost estimate of the Congressional Budget Office]

The Committee on the Jud1c1ary, to whom was referred the bill
(H.R. 3214) to amend the charter of the AMVETS organization,
having considered. the same, reports favorably thereon without
amendment and recommends that the bill do pass.
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PURPOSE AND SUMMARY

HR. 3214 would amend -the Federal charter for the American
Veterans of World War 1I, Korea, and Vietnam (AMVETS).

BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR THE LEGISLATION

The American Veterans of World War II were founded in 1944.
They were federally chartered in 1947. Their charter was amended

99-006




by Congress in 1950 to allow Korean War veterans to be members
of the organization and in 1966 to allow Vietnam veterans to be
members of the organization. In 1970, Congress acted to change
“the name of the organization to AMVETS—American Veterans of
World War II, Korea, and Vietnam. In 1984, the AMVETS charter
was amended to allow anyone who served honorably after 1940 to
join AMVETS. In 1990, Congress acted to allow the membership for
national guardsmen and reservists.

In 1998, at the AMVETS annual convention, the delegates voted
for an official name change from American Veterans of World War
II, Korea, and Vietnam to American Veterans to more accurately
reflect the membership of AMVETS. Additionally, the AMVETS
have voted to change the structure of their governing body. H.R.
3214 contains language to reflect the structure change in the stat-
ute. Finally, the organization has changed the location of their
headquarters from the District of Columbia to Lanham, Maryland.

-Therefore, the “Headquarters and principal place of business” sec-
tion of their charter needs to be changed to mdlcate they are now
located in Maryland. '

In order for these changes to be recognized by the Department
of Veterans Affalrs the AMVETS Federal charter must be amend-
ed.

: HEARINGS
No hearmgs were held on H.R. 3214.

COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION ‘

On April 17, 2002, the Subcommittee on Immlgratlon and Claims
met in open session and ordered favorably reported the bill H.R.
© 3214, by voice vote, a quérum being present. On July 10, 2002, the
Committee met in open session and ordered favorably reported the
bill H.R. 3214 without amendment by voice vote, a quorum being
present. ‘

VOTE OF THE COMMITTEE

‘ There wei*e no recorded votes taken on H.R. 3214.

COMMITTEE OVERSIGHT FINDINGS

In compliance with clause 3(c)(1) of rule XIII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, the Committee reports that the findings
and recommendations of the Committee, based on oversight activi- -
ties under clause 2(b)(1) of rule X of the Rules of the House of Rep- -
resentatives, are 1nc0rporated in the descriptive portions of this re-
port

PERFORMANCE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

The bill would change the name of the organization to American
Veterans, the structure of the organization’s governing body, and -
the location of the organization’s headquarters.



NEw BUDGET AUTHORIT'&” AND TaX EXPENDITURES

Clause 3(c)(2) of House rule XIII is inapplicable because this leg-
islation does not provide new budgetary authority or increased tax
expenditures.

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE COST ESTIMATE

In compliance with clause 3(c)(3) of rule XIII of the Rules of the
" House of Representatives, the Committee sets forth, with respect to.
the bill, H.R. 3214, the following estimate and comparison prepared
by the' Director of the Congressional Budget Office under section
402 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974: ‘

U.S. CONGRESS,
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE,
Washington, DC, July 12, 2002.
Hon. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, Jr., Chairman,
~Committee on the Judiciary,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The Congressional Budget Office has pre-
_pared the enclosed cost estimate for H.R. 3214, a bill to amend the
charter of the AMVETS organization.

If you wish further details on this estimate, we will be pleased -
to provide them. The CBO staff contact is Melissa E Zimmerman,
who can be reached at 226-2840.

Sincerely, .
Dan L. CRIPPEN, Director.
" Enclosure
cc: Honorable John Conyers Jr.
- Ranking Member
H.R. 3214—A bill to amend the charter of the AMVETS orgamza
tion. -

H.R. 3214 would make several charnges to the Federal charter for
AMVETS, a veterans association. These changes would confer no
Federal benefits. Thus, CBO estimates that enacting this legisla-
tion would result in no cost to the Federal Government. Because
H.R. 3214 would not affect direct spending or receipts, pay-as-you-
go procedures would not apply. The bill contains no intergovern-
mental or private-sector mandates as defined in the Unfunded
Mandates Reform Act and would not affect the budgets of State,
local, or-tribal governments.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Melissa E. Zimmer-
man, who can be reached at 226-2840. This estimate was approved

by Peter H. Fontaine, Deputy Assistant. Director for Budget Anal-
_ysis.

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 3(d)(1) of rule XIII of the Rules of the House
of Representatives, the Committee finds the authority for this legis-
lation in"article 1, section 8 of the Constitution.
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SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION
SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER

Section 1(a) changes the name of the organization from AMVETS
(American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam) to
AMVETS (American Veterans) and also inserts the new name in
the heading of chapter 227 of title 36 and the table of chapters at
the beginning of subtitle II of title 36..

Section 1(b) changes the structure of the governing body of the
organization. The body will consist of a national commander, two
national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a
chaplain, six national district commanders, and a provest marshal.

Section 1(c) changes the location of the organization’s head-
quarters and principal place of busmess from the Dlstrxct of Colum-
bia to Maryland.

CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW MADE BY THE BILL AS REPORTED

In compliance with clause 3(e) of rule XIII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, changes in existing law made by the bill,
as reported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omit-
ted is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics,
existing law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman):

TITLE 36, UNITED STATES CODE

ok * 5 S * * Cox o

SUBTITLE II—PATRIOTIC AND NATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS

& Ed i * . ~i #* % LY

PART B—ORGANIZATIONS

* * * * * * *

[227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS OF WORLD WAR II, KOREA, B
D VIETNAM) ..uccrievectieeirieeiieeeiseresseesessssesnrsserssesessssasssssassssssarnsssen sre 22701]
227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) ..vcevicievenveeeieevenns eesvesenemrearerevinnanenn 22701

PART B—ORGANIZATIONS

* * I * * * *

[CHAPTER 227—AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS OF
WORLD WAR II, KOREA, AND VIETNAM)]

CHAPTER 227—AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS)

§ 22701, Organization

(a) FEDERAL CHARTER—[AMVETS (American Veterans of
World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)j AMVETS (American Veterans)
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.-(in this chapter the * corporatlon”) is a federally chartered corpora-

tion.
L E . i3 N \4: Ed ) S ¥

§22704. Governing body

(a) sk k.ok
% * * * * * *

(c) OFFICERS.—(1) The officers of the corporation are a national-
commander, [seven national vice commanders, one of whom shall
be a woman, a finance officer, an adjutant, a judge advocate,] two
national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a
chaplain, six national district commanders, and a provost marshal.
g ¥ x * * * " *

§22706. Exclusive right to name, seals, embIems, and badges

The corporation and its State, regional, and local subdivisions
~have the exclusive right to use the name “LAMVETS (American
Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)] AMVETS (Amer-
ican Veterans)” and seals, emblems, and badges the corporation
adopts. ; - :

§22708. Headquarters and prinéipai place of business’

The headquarters and principal place of business of the cor-
poration shall be in [the District of Columbial Maryland. However,
the activities of the corporation are not confined to [the District of
Columbial Maryland but may be conducted throughout the States,
territories, and possess1ons of the United States. '

* ® . * * £ * . %

MARKUP TRANSCRIPT

BUSINESS MEETING
WEDNESDAY, JULY 10, 2002

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Washington, DC.

The Committee met, pursuant to-notice, at 10:17 a.m., in Room
2141, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. F. James Sensen-
brenner Jr. [Chairman of the Committee] presiding.

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The Committee will be in order. A
working guorum is present.

It is the intention of the Chair to deal with the three veterans
bills en bloc and then the two private bills en bloc before getting
to the homeland security bill, H.R. 5005.

The first item on the agenda is the consideration of H.R. 3838,
3214, and 3988, which, without objection, will -be considered en
bloc. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr.
Gekas, the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border -
Secunty and Claims, for a motion.

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Chalrman the Subcommittee on Immigration,
Border Security, and Claims reports favorably the bills H.R. 3838,

\



6
H R. 3214, and H.R. 3988 and moves thelr favorable recommenda-
tion to ’che full House. '
Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Wlthout objection, the bills will be

considered as read and open for amendment at any point.
[The bill, H.R. 3214, follows:]



107TH (‘ONGRESS
18T SESSION H R 3 2 14.

To amend the charter of the AMVETS orgamzatxon.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESEVNTATIVES

NOVEMBER 1, 2001

Mr. BILIRAXIS (for himself and Mr. Evans) introduced the following bill;
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary

A BILL

To amend the charter of the AMVETS organization.

bt

Be 'Lz‘ enacted by the Senate and H ouse of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1; AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER.

; (a) NAME OF ORGANIZATION.—(1) Sections
22701(a) and 22706 of title 36, United States Code, are
‘aménded by striking “AMVETS (American Veterans of -
World War II, Korea, and Vietné.m)” and inserting
“AMVETS {American Veterans)’.
(2)(A) The heading of Lhdpter 227 of such title 1s

c W oo o o L A W

—

amended to read as follows:

v
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2
1" “CHAPTER 227—AMVETS (AMERICAN
o ~ VETERANS)".
(B) The item relating to such chapter in the table
‘of chaptcxs at the beginning of subtitle 1I of Sug:h title

is amended to read as follows:.

Y N N N

“927. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) 22701".
(b) GOVERNING BoDY.—Section 22704(e)(1) of such
~title is amended by striking “seven national viee com-

manders” and all that follows through “a judge advocate,”

W e T~ &

and inserting ‘‘two national vice commanders, a finance
. > )

10 officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain, six national district

11 commanders,”. | |

12 (e) HEADQ‘UAR’TERS AND PRINCIPAL PLACE OF

13 BUSINESS.—Section 22708 of such title is amended—

14 ‘ (1)“by' str’iking “the District .of Columbia” in
15 the first sentence and inserting “Maryland’’; and
216 - | (2) by striking “the District of Columbia”. in
17 the second sentence ﬁnd mserting “Maryland”. |
Q-

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman
. from Pennsylvania to strike the last word.

Mr. GEKAS. 1 thank the Chair. ,

These three bills attend to membership problems that have been
encountered by three of our esteemed veterans organizations: the
American Legion, the VFW, and AMVETS. In each case, the cur-
rent language of their charters prevents veterans from succeeding
conflicts or wars or battles to be eligible for respective membership
in those organizations.

For instance, in the VFW problem, the veterans from the action
in Somalia and Kosovo would be ineligible under the current char-
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ter language. This would cure that and mean—it would allow those
which were actually conflicts and people actually died, those would
be cleared up in the language of the new charter.

As to the AMVETS, which was currently—is currently restricted
to American veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam, the
language is changed to allow people to join who had been in con-
sequent conflicts and wars after those three. So people in Desert
Storm .and Desert Shield, for instance, otherwise ineligible, would
now become eligible for the AMVETS. .

In the Legion, by quirk of the current language, the people who
are veterans of Desert Shield and Desert Storm again and Iraq,

Bosnia, Kosove, and Afghanistan would not be eligible to join the

American Leglon This language as we propose would allow them
to qualify for those. -

-1 ask for unanimous approval of these three bills. . -

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The gentlewoman from Texas, Ms.
Jackson Lee. '

Ms. JACkSON LEE. Thank you very much. Let me indicate my
support for these three bills, which, again, would amend the Fed-
eral charter of the American veterans of World War II under H.R.
3214, and would—World War II, Korea, and Vietnam vets, to re-
flect changes made at their 1998 convention, and in H.R. 3838
would amend the Federal charter of the Veterans of Foreign Wars.
This legislation would allow any member of the Armed Forces who
received hostile fire or imminent danger pay to be a member of the
VFW. And I agree with taking them en bloc, and H.R. 3988, this -
bill makes 'a technical amendment to the membershlp quahﬁca- :
tions language of the Federal charter of the American Legion.
We're doing as we have been asked and reviewed, and, therefore,
I ask my colleagues to unanimously support thls leglslatlon as we
move forward. . ,

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Chairman?

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, all Members may
irisert opening statements in the record at this point.

Are there amendments? The gentleman from North Carolina.

Mr. CoBLE. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike the last word and
will not consume my 5 minutes. '

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The gentleman is recogmzed for 5
minutes. .

Mr.  COBLE. I'd like to ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania a
question, if I may.

Mr. Gekas, it is my belief that the agencies 1nvolved endorse

" these proposals

Mr. GEKAS. That’s correct. The individual organizations them-

selves approve, of course, and many of the current members ap- - -

prove, from what we've been able to discern, and future members,

. of course, would like to see—-

Mr. COBLE. I thank you.

Reclaiming my time, Mr. Chairman, I'm a member of the VFW
and the American Legion Post back in North Carolina, and I can’t
speak nationally but 1. know back home our post continues to suffer
the loss of membership of younger members. Most of our members
are—I don’t mean in the geezer stage, but at least we're advancing
in age, and I think—I thmk these proposals will address that and
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probably bring—why is everybody smiling when 1 say “geezer” and
looking at me?

But I yield back, Mr. Chairman, and endorse passage.

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, the gentleman
from North Carclina’s name will be stricken from the roll of gee-
ZErs.

Are there amendments? [Laughter.]

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Hearing none, the Chair notes. the
presence of a reporting quorum. The question occurs on the motion
to report H.R. 3838, 3214, and 3988 favorably en bloc. Those in
favor will say aye. Opposed no.

The ayes appear to have it, and the motxon to report favorably
is adopted.

Without objection, the Chairman is authonzed to move to go to
conference pursuant to House rules. Without objection, the staff is
directed to make any technical and conforming changes, and all
Members will be given 2 days, as provided by the rules, in which
to submit additional dissenting, supplemental, or minority views.

o




H.R.3214

\.

®nt Rundred Sreoenth Congress
| of the
Anited States of America

AT THE SECOND SESSION

Begun and held at the City of Washingtbn on Wednesday,
the twenty-third day of January, two thousand.and two

-9n 4t

To emend the charter of the AMVETS organization.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER. ; .

(a) NAME OF ORGANIZATION.—{1) Sections 22701(a) and 22706
of title 36, United States Code, are amended by striking “AMVETS
(American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)” and
inserting “AMVETS (American Veterans)”.

(2XA) The heading of chapter 227 of such title is amended
to read as follows: -

“CHAPTER 227—AMVETS (AiVEERICAN VETERANS)”.

- (B) The item relating to such chapter in the table of chapters
at the beginning of subtitle II ef such title is amended to read
as follows: .

“027. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) 22701".

(b) GOVERNING BODY.—Section 22704(c)(1) of such title is
amended by striking “seven national vice commanders” and all
that follows through “a judge advocate,” and inserting “two national
vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain,
six national district commanders,”. : :

{c) HEADQUARTERS AND PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS.—Sec- .

tion 22708 of such title is amended— :

(1) by striking “the District of Columbia” in the first sen-
tence and inserting “Maryland”; and

(2) by striking “the District of Columbia” in the second
sentence and inserting “Maryland”. .

.- Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Cu

Vice President of the United States and
President_ of the Senate.
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- SS/RM NO.

- WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

Date: 10-11-02 9:00 PM ACTION | CONCURRENCE / COMMENT DUE BY: 10-1 5-02 5:00 PM

Subject: ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3214 - AMVETS ORGANIZATION CHARTER AMENDMENTS
ACTION  FYI | ACTION  FY
VICE PRESIDENT @ O  HUBBARD oo
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REMARKS:

PLEASE FORWARD COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 P.M,,
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2002, WITH A COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE

THANK YOU.
| N
| RESPONSE: - | | .. ‘ ~ 6*0 ‘

)

Harriet E. Miers
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 62702



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND: BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

\October 11, 2002

THE DIRECTOR

‘ MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

- SUBJECT: . Enrolled Bill H. R 3214 - AMVETS Organ1zat10n Charter Amendrnents
Sponsors - Rep Bilirakis (R) FL and 3 COSpONSsors

Last Day for Action.
October 18, 2002 - Friday
Purp_ose‘_

‘ ‘ Change's the name, composition of the governing body, and headquarters location of the.
- AMVETS (American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam) organization.

Agency Recommendations ,

Office of Management and Budget ‘ Approval

Department of Veterans Affairs == - No objection |

Department of Justice o No objection (Informally)

Department of Defense | No comment (Informally) -
Discussion

The AMVETS organization was granted a Federal charter in 1947 and its membership is
currently open to individuals who served in the U.S. Armed Forces, including the National Guard
and Reserves, anytime after September 15, 1940, and, unless still serving, were honorably
discharged. (In general, the granting of a Federal charter bestows a certain prestige upon an
organization but does not otherwise confer any Federal benefit.) AMVETS distributes
information to veterans and serves as an advocate for members.

H.R. 3214 would change the name of the "AMVETS (American Veterans of World War
11, Korea, and Vietnam)" organization to "AMVETS (American Veterans)". The enrolled bill
also would restructure the AMVETS governing body by replacing the current seven national vice
commanders with two national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain, .
and six national district commanders. Finally, H.R. 3214 would change the location of the
AMVETS headquarters and principal place of business from the District of Columbia to
Maryland.



According to the House Committee report, in 1998, at the AMVETS annual convention,
the delegates voted to change the name of the organization to more accurately reflect its
membership and to change the structure of the governing body as reflected in H.R. 3214.

Conclusion and Recommendation

I recommend,apprc‘)val of H.R. 3214, which passed the House by voice vote and the
Senate by unanimous consent. : ‘ '

" Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr.

Director

Enclosures
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THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON
Octob_er 4, 2002

>

~ The Honorable Mitchell E. Damels Jr.
Director

- Office of Management and Budget
Attention: Assistant Director for
Legislative Reference
Washington, D.C. 20503

Dear Mr. Daniels:

. As requested, | am wntlng to express the views of the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) on the enrolled H.R. 3214, 107" Congress, a bill to amend
the charter of the American Veterans of World War |I, Korea, and Vietnam
(AMVETS) VA has no ObJBCtIOH to the President signing this legislation into law.

Section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36 U.S.C. §§ 22701(a) and _
22706 to change the name of the organization to American Veterans. Section 1
of the enrolled bill would also amend 36 U.S.C. § 22704(c)(1) to provide that the
officers of AMVETS would include two national vice commanders, a finance
-officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain and six national district commanders. In
addition, section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36 U.S.C. § 22708 to provide
that AMVETS’ headquarters and principal place of business would be in
- Maryland, rather than the District of Columbia. -

Smcerely yours,

Anthony j Pnncnpl

TOTAL P.B3
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\

TO AMEND THE CHARTER OF THE AMVETS ORGANIZATION ]

JULY 12, 2002.—Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed .

Mr SENSENBRENNER from the Committee on n the Jud1cxary,
submitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany H.R. 3214]

[Including cost estimate of the Congressmnal Budget Office]

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill
(H.R. 3214) to amend the charter of thee AMVETS organization,
having ‘considered ‘the same, reports favorably thereon without
amendment and recommends that the bill do pass.
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PURPOSE AND SUMMARY

H.R. 3214 would amend the Federal charter for the American
. Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam (AMVETS).

" BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR THE LEGISLATION

The American Veterans of World War II were founded in 1944.
They were federally chartered in 1947. Their charter was amended
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by Congress in 1950 to allow Korean War veterans to be members
- of the organization and in 1966 to allow Vietnam veterans to be
members of the organization. In 1970, Congress acted to change
the name of the organization to AMVETS—,American Veterans of
World War II, Korea, and Vietnam. In 1984, the AMVETS charter
was amended to allow anyone who served honorably after 1940 to
join AMVETS. In 1990, Congress acted to allow the membersh1p for
national guardsmen and reservists.

In 1998, at the AMVETS annual convention, the delegates voted
for an official’ name change from American Veterans of World War
II, Korea, and Vietnam to American Veterans to more accurately
reflect the membership of AMVETS. Additionally, the AMVETS

“have voted to change the structure of their governing body. H.R.
3214 contains language to reflect the structure change in the stat-
ute. Finally, the organization has changed the location of their
headquarters from the District of Columbia to Lanham, Maryland..
Therefore, the “Headquarters and principal place of business” sec-
tion of their charter needs to be changed to indicate they are now
located in Maryland.

In order for these changes to be recognized by the Department
of Veterans Affairs the AMVETS Federal charter must be amend-
ed.

HEARINGS
No hearings were held on H.R. 3214,

COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION

On April 17, 2002, the Subcommittee on Immigration and Claims:
met in open session and ordered favorably reported the bill H.R.
3214, by voice vote, a quorum being present. On July 10, 2002, the
Committee met in open session and ordered favorably reported the
bill H.R. 3214 without amendment by voice vote, a quorum being
present.

VOTE OF THE COMMITTEE

There were no recorded votes taken on H.R. 3214. ‘

. COMMITTEE OVERSIGHT FINDINGS

In compliance with clause 3(c)(1) of rule XIII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, the Committee reports that the findings
and recommendations of the Committee, based on oversight activi-
ties under clause 2(b)(1) of rule X of the ‘Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, are incorporated in the descriptive portions of this re-
port.

PERFORMANCE GoALS AND OBJECTIVES

The bill would change the name of the organization to American
Veterans, the structure of the organization’s governing body, and
the location of the organization’s headquarters.
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NEW BUDGET AUTHORITY AND TAX EXPENDITURES
Clause 3(c)(2) of House rule XIII is inapplicable because this leg-

" islation does not provide new budgetary authority or increased tax

expenditures. -
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE COST ESTIMATE

In compliance with clause 3(c)(3) of rule XIII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, the Committee sets forth, with respect to
the bill, H.R. 3214, the following estimate and comparison prepared
by the Director of the Congressional Budget Office under section
402 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974: ‘ , '

/- U.S. CONGRESS,
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE,
' Washington, DC, July 12, 2002.

Hon: F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, Jr., Chairman, v
Committee on the Judiciary, /
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. , o

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The Congressional Budget Office has pre-
pared the enclosed cost estimate for H.R. 3214, a bill to amend the
charter of the AMVETS organization.

If you wish further details on this estimate, we will be pleased
to provide them. The CBO staff contact is Melissa E. Zimmermarn,
who can be reached at 226-2840.

Sincerely, S .
. Dan L. CRIPPEN, Director.
Enclosure o
cc: Honorable John Conyers, Jr.
Ranking Member
H.R. 3214—A bill to amend the charter of the AMVETS organiza-
tion. '

H.R. 3214 would make several changes to the Federal charter for
AMVETS, a veterans association. These changes would confer no
Federal benefits, Thus, CBO estimates that enacting this legisla-
tion would result in no cost to the Federal Government. Because
H.R. 3214 would not affect direct spending or receipts, pay-as-you-
go procedures would not apply. The bill contains no intergovern-
mental or private-sector mandates as defined in the Unfunded
Mandates Reform Act and would not. affect the budgets of State,
local, or tribal governments.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Melissa E. Zimmer-
man, who can be reached at 226-2840. This estimate was approved
by Peter H. Fontaine, Deputy Assistant Director for Budget Anal-
ysis.

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 3(d)(1) of rule XIII of the Rules of the House
~ of Representatives, the Committee finds the authority for this legis-
lation-in article 1, section 8 of the Constitution. ;
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- SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER

Section 1(a) changes the name of the organization from AMVETS
(American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam) to
AMVETS (American Veterans) and also inserts the new name in
the heading of chapter 227 of title 36 and the table of chapters at
the beginning of subtitle II of title 36.

‘Section 1(b) changes the structure of the governing body of the
organization. The body will consist of a national commander, two
national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a
chaplain, six national district commanders, and a provost marshal.

Section " 1(c) changes the location of the organization’s head-
quarters and principal place of business from the District of Colum-
bia to Maryland.

CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW MADE BY THE BILL, AS REPORTED

In compliance with clause 3(e) of rule XIII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, changes in existing law made by the bill,
as reported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omit-
ted is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics,
existing law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman):

TITLE 36, UNITED STATES CODE

Sk * % ¥ . W * ok

- SUBTITLE II—PATRIOTIC AND NATIONAL
ORGANIZATION S

EY ey . =i= TH * * Ed

" PART B—ORGANIZATIONS

* * * * * * . B3

[227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS OF WORLD WAR II, KOREA
AND VIETNAM) it snnsssessesss o sssssanssosssssanns 22701)
227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) ....ovimireeesivinsiensinssissasanassacsiosessnies 22701

* ® . * o L% *

PART B—ORGANIZATIONS
* * & o LI * *

[CHAPTER 227—AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS OF o
WORLD WAR II, KOREA, AND VIETNAM)]

CHAPTER 227—AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS)

* * * * % * *

§22701. Organization

(a) FEDERAL CHARTER.—[AMVETS (American Veterans of
World War I, Korea, and Vietnam)} AMVETS (American Veterans)
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(1n this chapter the * corporatmn ) is a federally chartered corpora-
tion.
* R * & * ¥ *

§22704. Governing body

(a) * ko sk
o P . # * *

(c) OFFICERS.—(1) The officers of the corporation are a national
commander, [seven national vice ccmmandere, one of whom shall
be a woman, a finance officer, an adjutant, a judge advocate,] two
national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a
chaplain, six national district commanders, and a provost marshal.

* * * ¥ * * *

§22706. Exclusive right to name, seals, emblems, and badges

The corporation and its State, regional, and local subdivisions
have the exclusive right to use the name “[AMVETS {(American
Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)] AMVETS (Amer-
, vwézn Veterans)” and seals emblems and badges the corporation
- adopts. .

® * ’ * o sk e * *®

§22708. Headquarters. and principal place of business

The headquarters and principal place of business of the cor-
poration shall be in [the District of Columbial Maryland. However,
the activities of the corporation are not confined to {the District of
Columbia] Maryland but may be conducted throughout the States,
territories, and possessions of the United States.

* * * - * * * *

MARKUP TRANSCRIPT

BUSINESS MEETING
WEDNESDAY, JULY 10, 2002

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY,
Washington, DC.

The Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:17 a.m., in Room
2141, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. F. James Sensen-
brenner, Jr. [Chairman of the Committee] presiding.

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The Committee will be in order. A
working quorum is present.

It is the intention of the Chair to deal with the three veterans
bills en bloc and then the two private bills en bloc before get’cmg
to the homeland security bill; H.R. 5005.

The first item on the agenda 1s the consideration of H.R. 3838,
3214, and 3988, which, without objection, will be considered en
bloc. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr.
Gekas, the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border
Security, and Claims, for a motion.

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Chairman, the Subcommittee on Immigration,
* Border Security, and Claims reports favorably the bills H.R. 3838,




H.R. 3214, and H.R. 3988, and moves their favorable recommenda-
tion to the full House.

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, the bills will be
considered as read and open for amendment at any point..

[The bill, H.R. 3214, follows:]
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To amend the charter of the AMVETS organization. .

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

NOVEMBER 1, 2001
Mr. BrLraxas (for himself and Mr. EVANS) introduced the following bill;
" which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary

A BILL
To amend the charter of the AMVETS organization.

Be 'Li enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, »
SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMYETS CHARTER.

" (@ NamE OF ORGANIZATION—(1) Sections
'99701(a) and 22706 of title 36, United States Code, are '
amended by striking “AMVETS (American Veterans of
World War II, Korea; and Vietnam)’' and inserting
“AMVETS (American Veterans)’.
(2)(A) The heading of chapter‘227 of such title is

amended to read as follows:
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2
1 “CHAPTER 227—AMVETS (AMERICAN
2 VETERANS)”.
3 (B)‘ The itcm relating to such chapter in the table
4 of ‘ch‘aptcm, at the beginning of subti‘r.lg‘ 11 fof‘ such titl‘e
| 5 is amended to read as follows: ‘ .

© “927. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) R 22701,
(b) GOVERNING BODY.—Section 22704(c)(1) of such
title is” amended by striking ‘“seven national vice com-

manders” and all that follows through “a judge advocate,”

O 00~ N

and inserting “two national vice commanders, a finance |
10 officer, a judge advocate, a-chaplaiﬁ,' six’ national district'
11 commanders,” v

12 (¢) HEADQUARTERS AND PRINCIPAL PLACE OF
13 BUSINESS.—Section 22708 of such title is amended—
14 ; (1) by striking “the Dis’r.ricﬁ of Columbia” in

15 - the first sentence and inserting “Maryland”; and
16 (2) by Stl'ﬂ(illg “the District of Columbia” in
17 the second sentence and inserting “Maryland”. |

| O . il “

'Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania to strike the last word.

Mr. GEKAS. I thank the Chair. {

These three bills attend to membership problems that have been
encountered by three of our esteemed veterans organizations: the
American Legion, the VFW, and AMVETS. In each case, the cur-
rent language of their charters prevents veterans from succeeding
conflicts or wars or battles to be ehgxble for respective membershlp
in those organizations.

For instance, in the VFW problem, the veterans from the action
in Somalia and Kosovo would be ineligible under the current char-
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ter language. This would cure that and mean—it would allow those -
which were actually conflicts and people actually died, those would
be cleared up in the language of the new charter.

As to the AMVETS, which was currently—is currently restricted
to American veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam, the
language is changed to allow people to join who had been in con- .

sequent conflicts and wars after those three. ‘So people in Desert =

Storm and Desert Shield, for instance, otherwise ineligible, would
now become eligible for the AMVETS.

In the Legion, by quirk of the current language the people who
are veterans of Desert Shield and Desert Storm again and Iraq,
Bosnia, Kosovo, and Afghanistan would not be eligible to join the
American Leglon This language, as we propose, would allow them
to qualify for those.

I ask for unanimous approval of these three bills.

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The gentlewoman from Texas, Ms.

“Jackson Lee.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Thank you very much. Let me indicate my
support for these three bills, which; again, would amend the Fed-
eral charter of the American veterans of World War II under H.R.
3214, and would—World War II, Korea, and Vietnam vets, to re-
flect changes made at their 1998 convention, and in H.R. 3838
would amend the Federal charter of the Veterans of Foreign Wars.
This legislation would allow any member of the Armed Forces who
received hostile fire or imminent danger pay to be a member of the
VFW. And I agree with taking them en bloc, and H.R. 3988, this
bill makes a technical amendment to the membership qualifica-
tions language of the Federal charter of the American Legion.
We're doing as we have been asked and reviewed, and, therefore,
I ask my colleagues to unammously support thls legxslatlon as we
move forward. ,

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Chairman? :

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without -objection, all Members may
insert opening statements in the record at this point. -

Are there amendments? The gentleman from North Carolina.

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike the last word and
will not consume my 5 minutes. :

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The gentleman is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. CoBLE. I'd like to ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania a
guestion, if I. may.

Mr. Gekas, it is my belief that the agen(:les involved endorse
these proposals

Mr. GEKAS. That’s correct. The individual organizations them-
selves approve, of course, and many of the current members ap-
prove, from what we've been able to discern, and future members,
of course, would like to see——

Mr. COBLE. I thank you.

Reclaiming my time, Mr. Chairman, Im a member of the VFW
and the American Leglon Post back in North Carolina, and I can’t
speak nationally but I know back home our post continues to suffer
the loss of membership of younger members. Most of our members
are—] don’t mean in the geezer stage, but at least we're advancing .
in age, and I think—] think these proposals will address that and
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probably bnng—why is everybody smiling when 1 say “geezer” and
looking at me?

But I yield back, Mr. Chairman, and endorse passage.

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, the gentleman
from North Carolina’s name will be stncken from the roll of gee-
Zers. :

Are there amendments? [Laughter.]

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Hearing none, the Chair notes the
presence of a reporting quorum. The question occurs on the motion
to report’ H.R. 3838, 3214, and 3988 favorably en bloc. Those in
favor will say aye. Opposed no.

The ayes appear to have it, and the motion to report favorably
is adopted. ,

Without objection, the Chairman is authorized to move to go to
conference pursuant to House rules. Without objection, the staff is
directed to make any technical and conforming changes, and all
Members will be given 2 days, as provided by the rules, in which
to submit additional dissenting, supplemental, or minority views.

O




H.R.3214

®nt'1“=1’unﬁr-td Seoenth Congress
of the
Anited States of America

AT THE SECOND SESSION  °

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Wednesday,
the twenty-third.day of January, two thousand and two

. , : An dAct

To amend the charter of the AMVETS organization.

Be it enacted by. the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of Americe in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER.

(a) NAME OF -ORGANTZATION.—(1) Sections 22701(a) and 22706
of title 36, United States Code, are amended by striking “AMVETS
(American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)” and
inserting “AMVETS (American Veterans)”.

(2)(A) The heading of chapter 227 of such title is amended
to read-as follows:

» “CHAPTER 227— AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS)".

(B) The iter relating to such chapter in the table of chapters
at the beginning of subtitle I of such title is amended to read
as follows:

“997. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) 227017,

(b) GOVERNING BoDY.—Section 22704(c)(1) of such title is
amended by striking “seven national vice commanders” and’ all
that follows through “a judge advocate,” and inserting “two national
vice commanders, a finance officer, 2 judge advocate, a chaplain,
six national district commanders,”.

{¢) HEADQUARTERS AND PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS.—Sec-
tion 22708 of such title is amended—

(1) by striking “the District of Columbia” in the first sen-
tence and inserting “Maryland”; and

(2) by striking “the District of Columbia” in the second
sentence and inserting “Maryland”.

Speaker of the House of Representatiues.

Vice Presi‘dent of the United States and
President of the Senate.
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‘WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM
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- Subject: ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3214 -- AMVETS ORGANIZATION CHARTER AMENDMENTS
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PLEASE FORWARD COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 P.M,,
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2002, WITH A COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE
- THANK YOU.

RESPONSE:
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Harriet E. Miers
Assistant to the President

and Staff Secretary
Ext. 62702




- THE DIRECTOR

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C.. 20503

October 11, 2002

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: = Enrolled Bill H.R. 3214 - AMVETS Organization Charter Amendments
Sponsors — Rep. Bilirakis (R) FL and 3 cosponsors

Last Dav for Action

October 18, 2002 - Friday

Purpose -

Changes the name, composition of the governing body, and headquarters location of the

AMVETS (Amerrcan Veterans of World War II, Korea and Vretnam) organization.

 Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget | Approval

Department of Veterans Affairs : - No objection

Department of Justice =~ - : o No objection (Informally)

Department of Defense . o ‘No comment (Informally)
Discussion

The AMVETS organization was granted a Federal charter in 1947 and its membership is
currently open to individuals who served in the U.S. Armed Forces, including the National Guard
and Reserves, anytime after September 15, 1940, and, unless still serving, were honorably
discharged. (In general, the granting of a Federal charter bestows a certain prestige upon an
organization but does not otherwise confer any Federal benefit.) AMVETS distributes
information to veterans and serves as an advocate for members. '

H.R. 3214 would change the name of the "AMVETS (American Veterans of World War
11, Korea, and Vietnam)" organization to "AMVETS (American Veterans)". The enrolled bill
also would restructure the AMVETS governing body by replacing the current seven national vice
commanders with two national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain,
‘and six national district commanders. Finally, H.R. 3214 would change the location of the
AMVETS headquarters and principal place of business from the District of Columbia to
Maryland. \




" According to the House Committee report, in 1998, at the AMVETS annual conventiori,
the delegates voted to change the name of the organization to more accurately reflect its
membership and to change the structure of the governing body as reflected in H.R. 3214.

Conclusion and Recommendation

I recommend approval of H.R. 3214, which passed the House by voice vote and the
‘Senate by unanimous consent. '

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr.
Director

Enclosures
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THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON
. Qctober 4, 2002

The Honorable Mltchell E. Daniels, Jr.
Director

Office of Management and Budget
Attention: Assistant Director for
Legislative Reference

Washington, D.C. 20503

Dear Mr. Daniels:

- As requested [-am writing to express the views of the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) on the enrolled H.R. 3214, 107" Congress, a bill to amend
the charter of the American Veterans of World War |1, Korea, and Vietnam
(AMVETS). VA has no objection to the President signing this legisiation into law.

Section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36.U.S.C. §§ 22701(a) and
22706 to change the name of the organization to American Veterans. Section 1
of the enrolled bill would also amend 36 U.S.C. § 22704(c)(1) to provide that the
officers of AMVETS would include two national vice commanders, a finance
officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain and six national district commanders.- In
addition, section 1 of the enrolied bill would amend 36 U.S.C. § 22708 to provide
that AMVETS' headquarters and principal place of business would be in
Maryland, rather than the District of Columbla .

Sincerely yours,

“Anthony J. Principi

. TOTAL P.B3
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TO AMEND THE CHARTER OF THE AMVETS ORGANIZATION

JULy 12, 2002.—Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed

—

Mr. SENSENBRENNER, from the Commlttee on the- Juchcxary,-
submltted the following

REPORT

[To accompany H.R. 3214]

[Including cost estimate of the Congressional Budget Office}

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill
(H.R. 3214) to amend the charter of the AMVETS organization,
having considered the same, reports favorably thereon without
amendment and recommends that the bill do pass.

CONTENTS

g
]
i

Purpose and SUMMATY  ccovovesioniogi et
Background and Need for the Legislation ..
HeariDES ...cccccevmneeniesioniccieecsresesesssesmnsceenennees
© Committee Consideration ... sses e sssenss
Vote of the Committee .........c.ccoerererrrrereeivrensanns . L
Committee Oversight Findings ...cc.ccoiiivieeniiien i e sn e
Performance Goals and Objectives ..... .
New Budget Authority and Tax Expenditures ... ereseereese s e st et ceaenree
Congressional Budget Office Cost Estimate' ......: .
Constitutional Authority Statement ..............
Section-by-Section Analysis and Discussion .........ccooeiie. ..
Changes in Existing Law Made by the Bill, as Reported .....................................
Markup Transcript .

TR A OO O DI BN DD BN DD =

PURPOSE AND SUMMARY

H.R. 3214 would amend the Federal charter for the American
" Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam (AMVETS).

BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR THE LEGISLATION

The American Veterans of World War II were founded in 1944.
 They were federally chartered in 1947. Their charter was amended .
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by Congress in 1950 to allow Korean War veterans to be members
of the organization and in 1966 to allow Vietnam veterans to be
members of the organization. In 1970, Congress acted to change
the name of the organization to AMVETS—American Veterans of
© World War II, Korea, and Vietnam. In 1984, the AMVETS charter
was amended to allow anyone who served honorably after 1940 to -
joinr AMVETS. In 1990, Congress acted to allow the membership for
national guardsmen and reservists.

In 1998, at the AMVETS annual convention, the delegates voted
for an official name change from American Veterans of World War
II, Korea, and Vietnam to American Veterans to more accurately
reflect the membership of AMVETS. Additionally, the AMVETS
have voted to change the structure of their governing body. H.R.
3214 contains language to reflect the structure change in the stat-
ute. Finally, the organization has changed the -location of their
headquarters from the District of Columbia to Lanham, Maryland‘
Therefore, the “Headquarters and principal place of business” sec-
.. tion of their charter needs to be changed to indicate they are now

located in Maryland.

In order for these changes to be recognized by the Department
of Veterans Affairs the AMVETS Federal charter must be amend-
ed.

( HEARINGS ‘
No hearmgs were held on H.R. 3214.
COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION

On April 17, 2002, the Subcommittee on Immigration and Claims
met in open session and ordered favorably reported the bill H.R.
3214, by voice vote, a quorum being present. On July 10, 2002, the
Committee met in open session and ordered favorably reported the
bill H.R. 3214 without amendment by voice vote, a quorum being
present. , .

VOTE OF THE COMMITTEE

There were no recorded votes taken on H.R. 3214.

COMMITTEE OVERSIGHT FINDINGS

In compliance with clause 3(c)(1) of rule XIII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, the Committee reports that the findings
and recommendations of the Committee, based on oversight activi-
ties under clause 2(b)(1) of rule X of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, are incorporated in the descriptive portions of thls re-
port. :

PERFORMANCE GoALS AND OBJECTIVES

The bill would change the name of the organization to American
Veterans, the structure of the organization’s governing body, and
the location of the organization’s headquarters.
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NEW BUDGET AUTHORITY AND TAX EXPENDITURES

Clause 3(c)(2) of House rule XIII is inapplicable because this leg-
islation does not provide new budgetary authority or increased tax
expenditures.

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE COST ESTIMATE

In compliance with clause 3(c)3) of rule XIII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, the Committee sets forth, with respect to
the bill, H.R. 3214, the following estimate and comparison prepared
by the Director of the Congressional Budget Office under sectxon
402 of the Congressmnal Budget Act of 1974:

U.S. CONGRESS,
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE
Washington, DC, July 12, 2002

Hon. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, Jr., Chairman,
Committee on the Judiciary,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DeArR MR. CHAIRMAN: The Congressional Budget Office has pre-
pared the enclosed cost estimate for H.R. 3214, a bill to amend the
charter of the AMVETS organization.

If you wish further details on this estimate, we will be pleased
to provide them. The CBO staff contact is Melissa E. Zimmerman,
who can be reached at 226-2840.

Sincerely, S
Dan L. CRIPPEN, D@rector. .
Enclosure '
;. cc: Honorable John Conyers, Jr.
Ranking Member
H.R. 3214—A bill to amend the. charter of the AMVETS organiza-
tion.

H.R. 3214 would make several changes to the Federal charter for
AMVETS, a veterans association. These changes would -confer no
Federal benefits. Thus, CBO estimates that enacting this legisla-
tion would result in no cost to the Federal Government. Because
H.R. 3214 would not affect direct spending or receipts, pay-as-you-
go procedures would not apply. The bill contains no-intergovern-
mental or private-sector mandates as defined in the Unfunded
Mandates Reform Act and ‘would not affect the budgets of State,
local, or tribal governments,

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Melissa E. Zimmer-
man, who can be reached at 226-2840. This estimate was approved
by Peter H. Fontaine, Deputy Assistant Director for Budget Anal-
ysis.

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 3(d)(1) of rule XIII of the Rules of the House
- of Representa’mves the Committee finds the authonty for this’ legls-
lation in article 1, section 8 of the Constitution.
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SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION
SECTION 1, AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER

‘Section 1(a) changes the name of the organization from AMVETS
(American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and. Vietnam) to
AMVETS (American Veterans) and also inserts the new name in
the heading of chapter 227 of title 36 and the table of chapters at
the beginning of subtitle II of title 36.

Section 1(b) changes the structure of the governing body of the
organization. The body will consist of a national commander, two
national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate ‘a
chaplain, six national district commanders, and a provost marshal.

Section 1(c) changes the location of the organization’s head-
quarters and principal place of business from the District of Colum-
bia to Maryland.

CHANGES IN EXISTING Law MADE BY THE BILL, AS REPORTED

In compliance with clause 3(e) of rule XIII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, changes in existing law made by the bill,
as reported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omit-
‘ted is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in-italics,
existing law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman):

TITLE 36, UNITED STATES CODE

£ % £ . * & *k ES
SUBTITLE II—PATRIOTIC AND NATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS
3 % * o % » * *

PART B—ORGANIZATIONS

* * * sk * * 2k

[227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS OF WORLD WAR II, KOREA, ’
AND VIETNAM) cviiiiivieecivieiinsieessssesssessssarsssssssssasserasensasnnsssssssass sosnivens 22701] .
227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) S U RO 22701 -
* * * * * * *
PART B—ORGANIZATIONS
* * % * ® * #*

[CHAPTER 227—AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS OF
WORLD WAR II, KOREA, AND VIETNAM)] :

C‘HAPTER 227—AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS)

§ 22701, Organization

(a) FEDERAL CHARTER—[AMVETS (American Veterans of
World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)] AMVETS (American Veterans)
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(in this chapter, the “corporation”) is a federally chartered corpora-
tion.
5 * £ # | £ & . B

§22704. Governing body
. (a) * %= *
s * * * K % *
(c) OFrICERS.—(1) The officers of the corporation are a national
commander, [seven national vice commanders, one of whom shall
"be a woman, a finance officer, an adjutant, a judge advocate,] two
national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a
chaplain, six national district commanders, and a provost marshal.
ok * * ' # * * *

§22706. Exclusive right to naiﬁe, seals, emblems, and badges

The corporation and its State, regional, and local subdivisions
have the exclusive right to use the name “[AMVETS (American
Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)l AMVETS (Amer-
icgn Veterans)” and seals, emblems, and badges the corporation
adopts.

§22708. Headquarters and principal place of business

The headquarters and principal place of business of the cor-
poration shall be in [the District of Columbial Maryland. However,
the activities of the corporation are not confined to [the District of
Columbial] Maryland but may be conducted throughout the States,
territories, and possessions of the United States.

* * * * oo * *®

. MARKUP TRANSCRIPT

BUSINESS MEETING
WEDNESDAY, JULY 10, 2002

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY,
Washington, DC.-

The Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:17 a.m., in Room
2141, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. F. James Sensen-
brenner, Jr. [Chairman of the Committee] presiding.

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The Committee will be in order. A
working quorum is present.

It is the intention of the Chair to deal with the three veterans
bills en bloc and then the two private bills en bloc before getting
to the homeland security bill, H.R. 5005. )

The first item on the agenda is the consideration of H.R. 3838,
3214, and 3988, which, without objection, will be considered en
bloc. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr.
Gekas, the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border
Security, and Claims, for a motion. ,

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Chairman, the Subcommittee on Immigration,
Border Security, and Claims reports favorably the bills H.R. 3838,



.
H.R. 3214, and H.R. 3988, and moves their favorable recommenda-
tion to the full House.

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, the bills will be

considered as read and-open for amendment at any pomt
[The bill, H.R. 3214, follows:]
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r2o H. R, 3214

To amend the charter of the AMVETS organization.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

‘ NoveMBER 1, 2001

Mr. Brumraxas (for himself and Mr. Evans) introduced the following bill;
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary

A BILL

To aﬁ1end the charter of the AMVETS organization.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Reprcsen?a—
tives of the United States of America @n Congress assembled,
‘SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER. |

() NaME OF ORGANIZATION.—(1) Sections
22701(a) and 22706 of title 36, United States Code, are
amended by striking “AMVETS {American Veterans of
World War II, Koreé, and Vietnam)’ and inserting
“AMVETS (American Veterans)”.

(2)(A) The heading of chapter 227 of such title is

[ B o I e e~ T V. L - UL S O

amended to read as follows:



: 8
1. “CHAPTER 227—AMVETS (AMERICAN
VETERANS)”.

(B) The itcm relating to such chapter in the table B

to

of chapters at the beginning of subtitle II of such title

wm oA W

is amended to read as followq

“227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VDTERANS) . . 22701".

(b) GOVERNING BoDY.—Section 22704(e)(1) of such
title is amended by striking “seven national vice com-
manders” and all that follows through “a judge advocate,”

and inserting “two national vice commanders, a finance

S W o0 ua o

10 officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain, six national district
11 eo‘r'nma,nders,"’ v _
12 (¢) HEADQUARTERS AND PRINCIPAL PLACE OF

13 BUSINESS.—Section 22708 of such title is amended—

14 (1) by striking “the District of Columbia” in
15 the first sentence and. inserting “Maryland”; and
16 2) by .sfriking “the District of Columbia” in-
17 the second sentence and inserting “Mar'yland”.,

o

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania to strike the last word.

Mr. GEkas. I thank the Chair.

These three bills attend to membership problems that have been
encountered by three of our esteemed veterans. organizations: the
American Legion, the VFW, and AMVETS. In each case, the cur-
rent language of their charters prevents veterans from succeeding
conflicts or wars or battles to be eligible for respective membership
- in those organizations.

For instance, in the VFW problem, the veterans from the action
‘in Somalia and Kosovo would be ineligible under the current char-
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ter language. This would cure that and mean—it would allow those
which were actually conflicts and people actually died, those would
be cleared up in the language of the new charter. '

As to the AMVETS, which was currently—is currently restricted
to American veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam, the
language is changed to allow people to join who had been in con-
sequent conflicts and wars -after those three. So people in Desert
Storm and Desert Shield, for instance, otherwise ineligible, would
now become eligible for the AMVETS.

In the Legion, by quirk of the current language, the people who
are veterans of Desert Shield and Desert Storm again and Irag,

" Bosnia, Kosovo, and Afghanistan would not be eligible to join the
American Leglon This 1anguage, as we propose, would allow them
to qualify for those. .

1 ask for unanimous approval of these three bills.

Chadirman SENSENBRENNER. The gentlewoman from Texas, Ms.
Jackson Lee.

Ms. JacksoN LEE. Thank you very much Let me indicate my
support for these three bills, which, again, would amend the Fed-
eral charter of the American veterans of World War II under H.R.
3214, and would—World War 11, Korea, and Vietnam vets, to re-
flect changes made at their 1998 convention, and in H.R. 3838
would amend the Federal charter of the Veterans of Foreign Wars.
This legislation would allow any member of the Armed Forces who
received hostile fire or imminent danger pay to be a member of the
VFW. And ] agree with taking them en bloc, and H.R. 3988, this
bill makes a-technical amendment to the membership qualifica-
tions language of the Federal charter of the American Legion.
We're doing as we have been asked and reviewed, and, therefore,
I ask my colleagues to unanimously support this leg'lslatlon as we

move forward.

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Chairman?

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, all Members may
insert opening statements in the record at this point. ’
-+ Are there amendments? The gentleman from North Carolina.

Mr. CoBLE. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike the last word and
will not consume my 5 minutes. - ‘

. Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The gentleman is recognized for 5
" minutes.

Mr. CoBLE. I'd like to ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania a
questlon if I may.

Mr. Gekas, it is my belief that the agenc1es involved endorse
these proposals '

Mr. GEKAS. That’s correct. The individual organizations them-
selves approve, of course, ‘and many of the current members ap-
prove, from what we've been able to discern, and future members,
of course, would like to see——

Mr. COBLE. I thank you.

Reclaiming my time, Mr. Chairman, I'm a member of the VFW
and the American Legmn Post back in North Carolina, and I can’t
speak nationally but I know back home our post continues to suffer -
" the loss of membership of younger members. Most of our members
are—] don’t mean in the geezer stage, but at least we’re advancing
in age, and I think—I think these proposals will address that and

~ P
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probably bring—why is everybody smiling when I say “geezer” and
looking at me?

But I yield back, Mr. Chairman, and endorse passage.

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, the gentleman
from North Carolina’s name will be stricken from the roll of gee-
zZers.

Are there amendments" [Laughter.]

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Hearing none, the Chair notes the
presence of a reporting quorum. The questlon occurs on the motion
to report H.R. 3838, 3214, and 3988 favorably en bloc. Those in
favor will say aye. Opposed, no.

The ayes appear to have it, and the motion to report favorably
is adopted.

Without objection, the Chairman is authorlzed to move to go to
conference pursuant to House rules. Without objection, the staff is
directed to make any technical and conforming changes, and all
Members will be given 2 days, as provided by the rules, in which
to submit additional dissenting, supplemental, or minority views.

O

~




H.R.3214

‘®ne Rundred Scoenth ‘Congress
of the
 Wnited ,,%tatzs of America

AT THE SECOND SESSION

Begun . and held at the City of Washington on Wednesday,
the twenty-third day of January, two thousand and twe

An dAct

To amend the charter of the AMVETS organization.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of -
the United States of America in Congress assembied,

SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER.

(a) NAME OF ORGANIZATION.-——(1) Sections 22701(a) and 22706
of title 36, United States Code, are amended by striking “AMVETS
(American Veterans of World War 11, Korea, and Vietnam)” and
inserting “AMVETS (American Veterans)".

(2XA) The heading of chapter 227 of such title is amended
to read as follows: .

“CHAPTER 227—AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS)".

(B) The item relating to such chapter in the table of chapters
at the beginning of subtltle I1 of such title is amended to read
as follows:

“227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) 22701".

(b) GOVERNING BoDv.—Section 22704(c)(1) of ~such title is.
amended by striking “seven national vice commanders” and all
that follows through “a judge advocate,” and inserting “two national
vice cornmanders, a finance ofﬁcer, a judge advocate, a chaplain,
six national district commanders,”

(c) HEADQUARTERS .AND PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS.—Sec-
tion 22708 of such title is amended—

(1) by striking “the Dlstnct of Columbiza” in the first sen-
tence and inserting ‘Maryla.nd

(2). by striking “the sttnct of Columbia” in the second
. sentence and inserting “Maryland”.

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Vice Preszdent of the United States and
President of the Senate.
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT
WASHINGTON a

October 15, 2002 , o i HnmEiE

MEMORANDUM FOR JIM JUKES
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, OMB

FROM: =~ J ONATHAN BURK
. ~ DEPUTY STAFF SECRERARY TO THE VICE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.R. 3214 - AMVETS Orgamzatlon |
o Charter Amendments E

The Office of the Vice President has reviewed the above-referenced
draft and has no objection to the President signing the enrolled bill.

cc:  Harriet Miers
 Staff Secretary

TOTAL P.81
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SS/ RM NO. S1873] ' 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

Date: 10-11-02 9:00 PM ACTION / CONCURRENCE / COMMENT DUE BY: 10-15-02 5:00 PM

~Subject: ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3214 -- AMVETS ORGANIZATION CHARTER AMENDMENTS |

ACTION FYI - acTioN Fvi |

VICEPRESIDENT ~ & [ HUBBARD o O
| cARD O Rastorza O O
BARTLETT D’ O JOHNSON | O - |
BLAKEMAN O O LINDSEY ( . a
BOLTEN 4 [0  MARBURGER O O
'BRIDGELAND O O MIERS o 0
CALIO ly O  RICE & O
CONNAUGHTON O . RIDGE O ) O
DANIELS O @ ROVE o O

| FLEISCHER - [{ SPELLINGSs [{ 0O
GERSON 0 o cLerk n o
GONZALES rd O ‘El O |
HAGIN o o O ul
HAWKINS []/ n O ' D |

REMARKS:

PLEASE FORWARD COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 P.M.;
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2002, WITH A COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE. .

- THANK ' YOU.

RESPONSE: o

i Harriet E. Miers
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 62702




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
‘OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

October 11, 2002
THE DIRECTOR B ‘ e

‘ MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill HR. 3214 - AMVETS Organization Charter Amendments
Sponsors — Rep. Bilirakis (R) FL and 3 COSpONSOrs’

Last Day for Action
" October 18, 2002 - Friday

Puu:_)ose ‘ J

Changes the name, composition of the governing body, and headquarters location of the
AMVETS (American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam) organization.

- Agency Recommendations

Office of Management‘ a’nd‘Bu'dget o o Approval

Department of Veierans Affairs ) ‘ No objection

Department of Justice - ' . I No objection (Informa“y)

Department of Defense .~ . L , No comment-(Informally) - -
Discussion |

The AMVETS organizétion was granted a Federal charter in 1947 and its membership is
currently open to individuals who served in the U.S. Armed Forces, including the National Guard
and Reserves, anytime after September 15, 1940, and, unless still serving, were honorably
discharged. (In general, the granting of a Federal charter bestows a certain prestige upon an

- organization but does not otherwise confer any Federal benefit.) AMVETS distributes '
mformatlon to veterans and serves as an advocate for members : '

H. R 3214 Wou]d change the name of the "AMVETS (American Veterans of World War

II, Korea, and Vietnam)" organization to "AMVETS (American Veterans)". The enrolled bill
also would restructure the AMVETS governing body by replacing the current seven national vice
commanders with two national vice commanders, a finance officer. a judge advocate, a chaplain,

- and six national district commanders. Finally, H.R. 3214 would change the location of the
AMVETS headquarters and principal place of business from the District of Columbia to
Maryland. :




According to the House Committee report, in 1998, at the AMVETS annual convention,
the delegates voted to change the name of the organization to more accurately reflect its
mémbership and to change the structure of the governing body as reflected in HR. 3214.

Conclusion and Recommendation

‘I recommend approval of HR. 3’214, which passed the House by voice vote and the
Senate by unanimous consent. ‘ ‘

WZW9

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr.
Director

Enclosures
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THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON
October 4, 2\002 :

The Honorable Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr.
Director : '

Office of Management and Budget
Attention: Assistant Director for

. Legislative Reference

‘ Washmgton D.C. 20503 .

' Dear Mr. Daniels:

As requested [ am wrmng to express the views of the Depar’tment of
Veterans Affairs (VA) on the enrolled H.R. 3214, 107" Congress, a bill to amend
the charter of the American Veterans of World War |1, Korea, and Vietnam

(AMVETS) VA has no objection to the President signing this legislation into law.

Sec1|on 1 of the enrolled bl” would amend 36 U.S.C. §§ 22701(a) and
22706 to change the name of the organization to American Veterans. Section 1
of the enrolled bill would also amend 36 U.S.C. § 22704(c)(1) to provide that the
officers of AMVETS would include two national vice commanders, a finance
officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain and six national district commanders. In
addition, section 1 of the enrolled bill would amend 36 U.S.C. § 22708 to provide
that AMVETS' headquarters and principal place of busmess would be in
Maryland rather than the Dlstnct of Columbra

| ‘Srn‘cerely yours,

Anthony J. Principi
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TO AMEND THE CHARTER OF THE AMVETS ORGANIZATION

JULY 12, 2002.—Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed

Mr. SENSENBRENNER, from the Committee on the Judiciary,
- submitted the following

REPORT
[Tq accompany H.R. 3214]

[Including cost estimate of the Congressional Budget Office]

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill
(H.R. 3214) to amend the. charter of the AMVETS organization,
having considered the same, reports favorably thereon Wlthout
amendment and recommends that the bill do pass.

CONTENTS
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PURPOSE AND SUMMARY

H.R. 3214 would amend the Federal charter for the American
Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam (AMVETS).

BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR THE LEGISLATION

The American Veterans of World War IT were founded in 1944.
They were federally chartered in*1947. Their charter was amended

99-006
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by Congress in 1950 to allow Korean War veterans to be members
_ of the organization and in. 1966 to allow Vietnam veterans to be
" members of the organization. In 1970, Congress acted to change
the name of the organization to AMVETS—American Veterans of
. World War I1, Korea, and Vietnam. In 1984, the AMVETS charter
was amended to allow. anyone who served honorably after 1940 to
join AMVETS. In 1990, Congress acted to allow the membership for
national guardsmen and reservists. ' »
'In 1998, at the AMVETS annual convention, the delegates voted
" for an official name change from American Veterans of World War
11, Korea, and Vietnam to American. Veterans to more accurately
reflect the membership of AMVETS. Additionally, the AMVETS
have voted to change the structure of their governing body. H.R.
3214 contains language to reflect the structure change in the stat-
ute. Finally, the organization has changed the location of their
headquarters from the District of Columbia to Lanham, Maryland.
Therefore, the “Headquarters and principal place of business” sec-
tion of their charter needs to be changed to indicate they are now
‘located in Maryland. o : ‘ .
In order for these.changes to be recognized by the Department
" of Veterans Affairs the AMVETS Federal charter must be amend-
ced. I o

~ HEARINGS
- No hearings were held on H.R. 3214.
' ' 'COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION °

On April 17; 2002, the Subcominittee on Immigration and Claims
met in open session and ordered favorably. reported the bill H.R.
3214, by voice vote, a quorum being present. On July 10, 2002, the
Committee met in open session and ordered favorably reported the
bill H:R. 3214 without amendment. by voice vote,.a quorum being
present. : L . o . .

, , VOTE OF THE COMMITTEE |
*_There were no recorded votes taken on H.R. 3214.
* COMMITTEE OVERSIGHT FINDINGS -

In compliance with clause 8(c)(1) of rule XIII of the Rules of the
"House of Representatives, the Committee reports that the findings
and recommendations of the Committee, based on oversight activi-
ties under clause 2(b)(1) of rule X of the Rules of the House of Rep- -
resentatives, are incorporated in the descriptive portions of this re-
port. ' e , :

. "PERFORMANCE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

The bill would change the name of the "()rganizavtioln to American
- Veterans, the structure of the organization’s .governing body, and
the location of the organization’s-headquarters.
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NEW BUDGET AUTHORITY AND TAX EXPENDITURES

Clause 3(c)(2) of House rule XI1I is inapplicable because this leg-
islation does not provide new budgetary authority or increased tax
expenditures. ‘ :

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE COST ESTIMATE

In compliance with clause 3(c)(3) of rule XIII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, the Committee sets forth, with respect to
the bill, H.R. 3214, the following estimate and comparison prepared
by the Director of the Congressional Budget Office under section
402 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974:

U.S. CONGRESS,
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE,
; Washington, DC, July 12, 2002.
Hon. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, dJr., Chairman,
Committee on the Judiciary,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The Congressional Budget Office has pre-
pared the enclosed cost estimate for H.R. 3214, a bill to amend the
charter of the AMVETS organization.

If you wish further details on this estimate, we will be pleased
to provide them. The CBO stafl contact is Melissa E. Zimmerman,
who can be reached at 226-2840. = - ,

Sincerely, ‘
DaN L. CRIPPEN, Director.
Enclosure
cc: Honorable John Conyers, dr.
Ranking Member . - ,
H.R. 3214—A bill to amend the charter of the AMVETS organiza-
. tion. : :

H.R. 3214 would make several changes to the Federal charter for
AMVETS, a veterans association. These changes would ‘confer no
Federal benefits. Thus, CBO estimates that enacting this legisla-
tion would result in no cost to the Federal Government. Because
H.R. 3214 would not affect direct spending or receipts, pay-as-you-
go procedures would not apply. The bill contains no intergovern-
mental or private-sector mandates as defined in the Unfunded
Mandates Reform Act and ‘would not affect the budgets of State,
local, or tribal governments. -

" The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Melissa E. Zimmer-
man, who can be reached at 226-2840. This estimate was approved
by Peter H. Fontaine, Deputy Assistant Director for Budget Anal-

ysis.
CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 3(d)X1) of rule XIII of the Rules of the House
of Representatives, the Committee finds the authority for this legis-
lation in article I, section 8 of the Constitution.
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SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS AND DisCUSSION
SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER

"Section 1(a) change= the name of the organization from AMVETS
(American Veterans of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam) to -
AMVETS (American Veterans) and also inserts the new name in
the heading of chapter 227 of title 36 and the table of chapters at
the beginning of subtitle II of title 36.

Section 1(b) changes the structure of the governing body of the
organization. The body will consist of 2 national commander, two
national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a
chaplain, six national district commanders, and a provost marshal.

Section 1{c) changes the location of the organization’s head-
quarters and principal place of business from the Dlstrlct of Colum-

bia to Maryland.
VCHANGES IN EXISTING, LAW MADE BY THE BILL, AS REPORTED

" In compliance with clause 3(e) of rule XIII of the Rules of the
House of Representatives, changes in-existing law made by the bill,
as reported are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omit-
ted is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics,
existing law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman):

TITLE 36, UNITED STATES CODE

* cx - * * * * o

SUBTITLE II-——PATRIOTIC AND NATIONAL

ORGANIZATION S
-k - . i3 £ * 3 ' 4
_ PART B—ORGANIZATIONS
* - * * By Sk ®
[227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS OF WORLD WAR 11 KOREA,
. AND VIETNAM) ..ooviiriiieiioniereceereiteaeeaiesiiessesissestsavsesessasioseensnsesnensasas 22701]
227. AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS). ....coomeverivnesinesresessenssnsaens eeereeeneens 22701
Tk . * * S S * *

PART B—ORGANIZATIONS

[CHAPTER 227 AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS OF
*- WORLD WAR II, KOREA, AND VIETNAM)]

CHAPTER 22'7-—-AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS)

* * * * . * B *

§ 22701, Organization

() FEDERAL CHARTER.—[AMVETS (Amer;can Veterans of
World War II, Korea, and Vietnam)j AMVETS (Amerzcan Veterans)
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(in this chapter, the * corporatlon”) is a federally chartered corpora-
tion.
* * ¥ * * S *

22704 Govermng body

(a) E S . 4
* 3 * % ® . *

(¢) OFFICERS.—(1) The officers of the corporation are a national
commander, [sevén national vice commanders, one of whom shall
be a woman, a finance officer, an adjutant, a _)udge advocate,] two
national vice commanders, a finance officer, a judge advocate, a
chaplain, six national district commanders, and a provost marshal.

§22706. Exclusive right to name, sééls, emblems, and badges

The ‘corporation and its State, regional, and local subdivisions
have the exclusive right to use the name “[AMVETS (American
Veterans of World War 11, Korea, and Vietnam)) AMVETS (Amer-
zc&zn Veterans)” and seals emblems, and badges the corporatlon
adopts.

s * * k3 * * Ed

§22708. Hé‘adquarters and principal place of business

The headquarters and principal place of business of the cor-
poration shall be in [the District of Columbial Maryland. However, .
the activities of the corporation are not confined to [the District of
Columbial Maryland but may be conducted throughout the States,
territories, and possessions of the United States. 7 ,

* * ] * *. * Cok BT

MARKUP TRANSCRIPT

BUSINESS MEETING
WEDNESDAY, JULY 10, 2002

. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, '
- COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Washington, DC.

The Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:17 a.m., in Room
2141, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. F. James Sensen-
brenner Jr. [Chairman of the Committee] presiding.

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The Committee will be in order. A
working quorum is present.

It is the intention of the Chair to deal with the three veterans
bills en bloc and then the two private bills en bloc before getting
to the homeland security bill, H.R. 5005.

The first item. on the agenda is the consideration of H.R. 3838,
3214, and 3988, which, without objection, will be considered en
bloc.- The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr.
Gekas, the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border
Secunty, and Claims, for a motion.

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Cha1rman the. Subcommlttee on Immigration,.
Border Security, and Claims reports favorably the bills H.R. 3838,
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H.R. 8214, and H.R. 3988, and moves their favorable recdfnmenda-

tion to the full House.

Chairman SENSENBRENNER.  Without obJectlon the bills wﬂl be
considered as read and open for amendment at any point.

[The bill, H.R, 3214, follows:] :
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107TH (‘ONGRESS
29 MR, 3214

"o amend the chnrt.er of the AMVETS organization.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

: N(J\'EMBER 1, 2001

Mr. BILIRAX3S (for himself and Mr. EVAKS) introduced the followm‘y bill; .
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary

A BILL

To amend the charter of the AMVETS orgamzatlon

—

Be it (macted b Y ﬁw Senate a,'nd House of Pepmsenta-'
tives of the United State.s of America in Congress msembled R :
SECTION -1. AMENDN[ENTS TO AMVETS CHARTER. ‘

(2) NiME OF  ORGANIZATION. —(1) ~ Sections
2‘?101 (a) and 22706 of title 36, United States Code, are
amended by striking “AMVETS (American Veterans of
World War - II, Korea, and Vietnam)’ and iﬁserting
“AMVETS I(American Veterans)”'. ‘ B »

(2)(A) The heading of Chapter"227 of such title is

[«~ TN B BEES BN e Y S A o

amended to read as lfollows; :

T bt



B

g | | |
I “CHAPTER 227—AMVETS (AMERICAN

2 VETERANS)” |

37 {B) The itel relating to ‘such chapter in the table

4 of chapters at the beginning of submle 11 of such title

5" is amended to read as follows:

4927, AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) oo 22701".

(%) _GOVERNING Bomﬂ—,-—Section 22704(e)(1) of such
title is amended by striking “seven national vice com-
manders” and all that follows through “a judge advocate,”

and inserting “two national vice commanders, a finance

(=~ BN e B » B EEYo N

officer, a judge advocate, a chaplain, six national district
11 commanders,” ‘ |
12 (¢) HEADQUARTERS AND PRINCIPAL PLACE OF

13 BUSINESS.—Section 22708 of such title is amended—

14 - (1) by striking ‘“the Distr'ict of Co*]umbia” in -
15 the first sentence and insei'ting “Mawlénd”; and
16 (2) by sﬁ‘iking “the Distx'ict of Columbia” in
| 17 ' the second sentence and ihSerting “Maryland’’.
O

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania to strike the last word.

- Mr. GEKaS. I thank the Chair. ‘

These three bills attend to membershlp problems that have been
encountered by three of our esteemed veterans organizations: the
American L_egion, the VFW, and AMVETS. In each case, the cur-
rent language of their charters prevents veterans from succeeding
conflicts or wars or battles to be eligible for respective membership
in those organizations.
~ For instance, in the VFW problem, the veterans from the action
in Somalia and Kosovo would be ineligible under the current char-
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ter language. This would cure that and mean—it would-allow those
which were actually conflicts and people actually died, those would .
be cleared up in the language of the new charter.
As to the AMVETS, which was currently—is currently restricted
to American veterans of World War I1, Korea, and Vietnam, the
language is changed to allow people to join who had been in con-
sequent conflicts and wars -after those three. So people in Desert

.. Storm and Desert Shield, for instance, otherwise ineligible, would
now become eligible for the AMVETS.

In the Legion, by quirk of the current language, the peop]e who
are veterans of Desert Shield and Desert Storm again and Irag,
Bosnia, Kosove, and Afghanistan would not be eligible to join the
American Legion. This language, as we propose, would allow .them
to qualify for those.

1 ask for unanimous approval of these three bills.

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The gentlewoman from Texas, ‘Ms.
Jackson Lee.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Thank you very much. Let me indicate my
support for these three bills, which, again, would amend the Fed-
eral charter of the American veterans of World War II'under H.R.
3214, and would—World War-II, Korea, and Vietnam vets, to re-
flect changes made at their 1998 convention, and in H.R. 3838
would amend the Federal charter of the Veterans of Foreign Wars.
This legislation would allow any member of the Armed Forces who
received hostile fire or imminent danger pay to be a member of the
VFW. And 1 agree with taking them en bloc, and H.R. 3988, this
bill makes a technical amendment to the membership qualifica-
tions language of the Federal charter of the American Legion.
We're doing as we have been asked and reviewed, and, therefore,
1 ask my colleac'ues to unanimously support this legxs]atlon as we

move forward. ,
~ Mr. CoBLE. Mr. Chairman? = = '

: Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without objection, al] Members may
" insert opening statements in the record at this point.
Aré there amendments? The gentleman from North Carolina.
CoBLE. Mr. Chairman, 1 move to strike the last word and
wﬂ] not consume my 5 minutes. '

Chairman SENSENBRENNER. The gent]eman is  recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. CoBLE. T'd like to ask the gentleman from Pennsy]vama a
question, if I may.

Mr. Gekas, it is my belief that the agencies involved endorse
these proposals

Mr. GEKAS. That’s correct. The individual organizations them-
-selves approve,. of - course, and many. of the current members ap-
_prove, from what we've been able to discern, and future members,-
of course, would like to see—

Mr. COBLE. ] thank’ you.

Reclaiming my time, Mr. Chairman, I'm a member of the VFW
and the American Leg]on Post back in North Carolina, and I can’t
speak nationally but I know back home our post continues to suffer
the loss of membership of younger members. Most of our members
“are—] don’t mean in the geezer stage, but at least we're advancing
in age, and I think—1I think these proposals will address that and
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., profaably’ bi'in‘g‘-,-why is eVerybody smiling when I say “geezer” and .

 looking at mée?

‘But.] yield back, Mr. Chairman, and endorse passage: o :
' Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Without- .objection, the gentleman
from North Carolina’s'name will be stricken from the.roll of gee- -~
zers. . ST s L
“Are there amendments? [Laughter.] / »
_Chairman SENSENBRENNER. Hearing none, the Chair notes the

presence of a reporting quorum. The question occurs on the motion -

to report H.R. 3838, 3214, and 3988 favorably en bloc. Those in
favor will say aye..Opposed, no.. - . Vo '
: The .ayes appear-to- have it, and the motion to report favorably
“is adopted. - , R

Without, objection, the Chairman is authorized to move to-go to
conference pursuant to House rules. Without objection, the staff is
directed to make any. technical and conforming changes, and all
Members: will be given 2 days, as provided by the rules, in which
to submit additional dissenting, supplemental, or minority views.

O
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4n Act
To amend t?.le ;harter of the AMVETS organization.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. AMENDMENTS TO AMVETS CBARTER ‘

(a) NAME OF ORGANIZATION.—{1) Sections 22701(a) and 22706
of title 36, United States Code, are amended by striking “AMVETS
(American Veterans of World War 11, Korea, and Vietnam)” and
inserting “AMVETS (American Veterans)". .

(2XA) The heading of chapter 297 of such title is amended
to read as follows: s

“CHAPTER 227—AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS)".

(B) The item relating to such chapter in the table of chapters
at the beginning of subtitle 11 of such title is amended to read
as follows:

227, AMVETS (AMERICAN VETERANS) ) 22701,

(b) GOVERNING BoDY.—Section 22704(c)(1). of such title is
amended by striking “seven national vice commanders” and all
that follows through “a judge advocate,” and inserting “two national
vice commanders, & finance officer, a judge advocate, -2 chaplain,
six national district commanders,”.

(c) HEADQUARTERS AND PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS.—Sec-
tion 22708 of such title is amended—

(1) by striking “the District of Columbia” in the first sen-
_tence and inserting “Maryland”; and .

' (2) by striking “the District of Columbia” in the second

sentence and inserting “Maryland”. ’

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Vice President of the United States and
President of the Senate.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFlNG IV[EMORANDUM ﬁ

_ Date 10-11-02 9 00 PM - ACTION 1 CONCURRENCE/ COMMENT DUE BY: 10-1 5-02 5:00 PM

Subject: ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3214 - AMVETS ORGAN[ZATION CHARTER AMENDMENTS

(ACTION  FY " ACTION Fvi |
VICE PRESIDENT - [ 01 . HUBEARD B = 0
CARD o O estorza o o
BARTLETT | v ‘0  JOHNSON ) d
| BLAKEMAN O 0  LINDSEY ¥ - O
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FLEISCHER O f _SPELLINGS» ¥ o
GERSON o o cerk o o
GONZALE Suz ¥ O 0 O
HAGIN o o o o
HAWKINS v 0O o o
REMARKS:

PLEASE FORWARD COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 P.M.,
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2002 WITH A COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY'S OFFICE.

THANK YOU.

RESPONSE:

Harriet E, Miers
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 62702
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Subject: ENROLLED BILL H.R. 3214 ~ AMVETS ORGANIZATION CHARTER AMENDMENTS

ACTION * FYI | ACTION EXIC| 15mEiLs
VICE PRESIDENT l{ 0 HUBBARD O O
CARD . I{ [0  IRASTORZA | O
| BARTLETT o v OO  JOHNSON -] a
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HAGIN | O O O ™
HAWKINS & O . 0

REMARKS:
PLEASE FORWARD COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, 53458, OR FAX 56148, BY 5:00 P.M.,
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2002, WITH A COPY TO THE STAFF SEGRETARY'S QFFICE
THANK YOU.

RESPONSE: | K
N Gy

Harriet E. Mlers
Assistant to the President
. and Staff Secretary
Ext 62702




"For Immediate Release : : October 16, 2002

On Wednesday, October 16, 2002, the President signed into law:

'H.R}‘3214, which changes the hame,'composition of the governing
body, and headquarters location of the AMVETS (American Veterans
of World War II, Korea, and Vietnam) Qrgahization;gﬁmd '

H.R. 3838, which permits veterans who received special pay for
service subject to hostile fire or imminent danger to be eligible
to join the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) and recognizes that a
 purpose of the VFW is charitable work.
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