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THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT r/r7/o,~ 

OFFICE OF .MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

APPROVED 
JUL 2 3 2002 

July 17, 2002 
THE DIRECTOR 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Resolution H.J.Res. 87 - Yucca Mountain, Nevada, Nuclear Waste 
Repository 

Sponsors - Rep. Barton (R) TX and 11 others 

Last Day for Action 

July 24, 2002 - Wednesday 

Purpose 

Designates the Yucca Mountain, Nevada, site as the location for a potential repository for 
spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department of Energy (DOE) 
Department of the Interior , 
Department of Transportation 
Council on Environmental Quality 
Department of Defense 
Department of Justice 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 
Defers to DOE (Informally) 
No objection (Informally) 
No objection (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) · 
No comment (Informally) 

. No comment (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 

The Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 (NWP A) established a plan for the long-term 
disposal of spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste. Specifically, it: (1) directed 
DOE to open a permanent geological repository for these materials by 1998; (2) imposed fees on 
commercial generation of nuclear power to fund this activity; and (3) established a process for 
selecting a repository site. The NWP A was amended in 1987 to limit DO E's site evaluation to 
Yucca Mountain, Nevada (located approximately 90 miles northwest of Las Vegas), and to 
subject that site to a series of intensive geological and hydrological sfudies. Based on its studies, 
DOE, in February 2002, recommended the designation of the Yucca Mountain site for 
development as the Nation's geological repository for spent nuclear fuel and high-level 
radioactive waste. You formally recommended the site to Congress on February 15, 2002. 



The NWP A also provided a process under which the State of Nevada could attempt to 
block the Yucca Mountain designation. In this regard, the Governor of Nevada, on April 8, 
2002, formally disapproved the site desigiiation. The NWP A established procedures for 
enactment of a joint resolution reaffirming the site designation, notwithstanding the State's 
disapproval. 

. . 

H.J.Res. 87 designates the Yucca Mountain site as the location for a potential repository · 
for spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste, thereby overriding the Governor of .· 
Nevada's veto of the site designation. Enactment ofRJ.Res .. 87 will allow the required licensing 
process to move forward. Specifically, DOE is expected to submit a license application for t~e 

· construction of the repository to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) in late 2004: N:RC 
must determine whether to grant the license within four years. NRC's determination will· be 
based on DOE's ability to demonstrate its compliance with NRC regulations, which require that . 
the waste material can be received, possessed, and disposed of without unreasonable risk to . . 

. public health and safety. The NRC regulations indude stringent public health and environ.lnental · 
standards developed by the Environmental Protection.Agency. Assuming that the Yucca ·· . 
Mo.untain site can meet NRC's regulations and is granted a construction license in 2007;. the site· 
is expected to begin accepting waste in 2010. 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

. . 
Inits views letter, DOE advises that the resolution "is .in the best interest of America's 

national, energy, and homeland security, as well as environmental protection." We join DOE in 
recommending your approval ofH.J.Res. 87, which passed the House by a vote of 306-117 and 
the Senate by voice vote. · · 

Enclosures 

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director 

-2-



<-t '~l H.J.Res.87 

<Bnt iRundrtd ~tlltnth Q:ongrrss 
of the 

linitcd ~tetcs of S!mcti(e 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Wednesday, 
the twenty-third day of January, two thousand and two 

joint llrsolution 
Approving the site at Yucca Mountain, Nevada, for the development of a.repository 

for the disposal of high-level radioactive waste and spent nuclear fuel, pursuant 
to the Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That there hereby 
is approved the site at Yucca Mountain, Nevada, for a repository, 
with respect to which a noti 1sa roval was submitted by 
the Governor of the State o evada on Ap ·1 8, 2002. 

the Senater ;/i"'/tllL · 

APPROVED 
JUL 2 3 2002 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFl.CE OF NAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

.., V~~t..'S~t£\~SHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

i\\'i.?is1llt! ' July 17, 2002 
THE.·DIRECTOR 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Resolution H.J.Res. 87 - Yucca Mountain, Nevada, Nuclear Waste 
Repository 

Sponsors - Rep. Barton (R) TX and 11 others 

Last Day for Action 

July 24, 2002 - Wednesday 

Pumose 

Designates the Yucca Mountain, Nevada, site as the location for a potential repository for 
Spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department of Energy (DOE) 
Department of the Interior · 

·Department of Transportation .. 
Council on Environmental Quality 
Department of Defense 

. Department of Justice. 
. Environmental Protection Agency 
Nuclear RegulatOry Commission 

Discussion 

Approval 

Apprm;al 
Defers to DOE (Infonn:ally) 

· No objection (Informally) 
No objection {Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 
No comment (Informally)· 
No comment (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 

The Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1_982 (NWP A) established a plan for the long-term 
disposal of spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste. Specifically, it: (l} directed 
DOE to open a permanent geological repository for these materials by 1998; (2) imposed fees on 
commercial generation of nuclear power to fund this activity; and (3) established a process for 
selecting a repository site. The NWPA was amended in.1987 to limit DOE's site evaluation to·· 
Yucca Mountain, Nevada (located approximately 90 miles northwest of Las Vegas), and to 
subject that site to a series of intensive geological and hydrol~gical studies. Based on its studies, 
DOE, in February 2002, recommended the designation of the Yucca Mountain site for 
development as the Nation's geological repository for spent nuclear fuel and high-level 
radioactive waste. You formally recommended the site to Congress on February 15, 2002. 



,---- -

The NWP A also provided a proc~ss under which the State of Nevada could attempt to . 
block the Yucca Mountain designation. In this regard, the Governor of Nevada, onApril 8, 
2002, formally disapproved the site designatfon. The NWP A established procedures for 
enactment of ajointresolution reaffirming the site designation, notwithstanding the State's· 
disapproval. 

H.J.Res. 87 designates the Yucca Mountain site as the location for a potential repository· 
for.spentnuclear fuel and high-level radioactivewaste, thereby overriding the Governor of 

· Nevada's veto ofthe site designation; Enactment ofH.J.Res. 87 will allow the required liCensing 
process to move forward. Specifically, DOE is expected to submit a license application for the 
construction of the repository to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) in late 2004. NRC · 

· must determine whether to grant the license within four years. NRC's determination will be 
based on DO E's ability to demonstrate its compliance with NRC regulations, which require that 
the waste material can be received, possessed, and disposed of without unreasonable risk to 
publlc health and safety. The .NRC regulations include stringent public health and environmental 
standards developed by the Environmental Protection Agency .. Assuming that the Yucca 
Mountain site can meet NRC's regulations and is granted a construction license in 2007, the site 
is expected to begin accepting waste in 2010. 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

In its views letter, DOE advises thattheresolUtion "is in the best interest of America's 
national, energy, and homeland security, as well as environmental protection." We join DOE in 
recommending your approval ofH.J.Res. 87, which passed the House bya vote of306-117 and 
the Senate by voice vote. 

Enclosures 

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director 
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The Secretary of Energy 
Washington,·DC 20585. 

July 10, 2002 

.The Honorable Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director 
Office of Management and Budget 
Washington,D.C. 20503 

Dear Mr. Daniels: 

This .letter is in response to younequestforDepartment ofEnergyviews on H.J. 
Res. 87,a joint resolution "[a]pproving the site at Yucca Mountain, Nevada; for . 
the development of a repositoryfor the disposal of high-level radioactive waste . 
and spent nuclear fuel, pursuant to the Nuclear Waste Poli~y Act ofl 982." · 

. .- '. .. . . . 

This resolution isint}ie bestinterestofAmerica's national,energy, .. and homeland 
security, as well as environmental protection. Rather than leaving nuclear waste· 
stranded in temporary storage locations at 131 sites in 39 states, this resolution 
will allow the process of removing this material to a single nuclear waste 
repository to move forward. The Departmentcan now take the next step: the 
submission of a license application to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 
Congress is to be commended for its prompt action on this vital legislation and for 
clearing the way for the independent experts at the Nuclear Regulatory· 
Commission to make the final detennination on whether a repository should be 
licensed at Yucca Mountain. · 

If the Nuclear Regulatory Coilllllission concludes that the proposed repository at 
Yucca Mountain sitemeets its stririgent requirements, as I am.confident thatit 
will, the Nation wilLhave a pennanent, safe, and secure site for the disposalof 
spent nuclear fuel and high-lev-el radioactive waste, and it.will continue toreceive · 
the benefits of an energy source that both emits no greenhouse gases and currently 
provides 20 percent of the Nation's electricity. 

The Department of Energy recommends that the President approve H.J. Res. 87. 

Spencer Abraham 

@ Prinled on rocyeled papgr 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Date: 7 u22-02 5:45 PM ACTION I CONCURRENCE I COMMENT DUE BY: 7 ~22-02 6:30 PM 

Subject: YUCCA SIGNING STATEMENT 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT ri D HUBBARD ~ D 

CARD i D IRASTORZA D D 

BARTLETT · M!I' D · JOHNSON f2(' D 

BLAKEMAN D D LINDSEY ~ D 

BOLTEN '2' D MARBURGER ~ D 

BRIDGE LAND ~ D MIERS D D 

CALIO ~, D RICE ~ D 

CONNAUGHTON ~ D RIDGE ~ D 

DANIELS r;l' D ROVE ~ D 

FLEISCHER ll1 D SPELLINGS ·~ D 

GERSON D D CLERK .,, 
-~ 1 GONZALES ~ D D 

HAGIN D D D D 

HAWKINS ~ D D D 

REMARKS: 
PLEASE FORWARD COMMENTS DIRECTLY TO JAY LEFKOWITZ, X614"!5, FAX X60127, BY 
6:30 P.M., TONIGHT, WITH A COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY. THANK YOU. · 

RESPONSE: 

Harriet E. Miers 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
l:xt. 62702 
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House approves Nevada nuclear dump plan · 

From Ted Barrett 
CNN Washington 

. WASHINGTON (CNN) --The House voted W~dnesday to force Nevada to provide Imig-term storage 
for nuclear waste from .around the country, despite vigorous opposition from the state's congressional 
delegation and a veto of the plan by Nevada's governor. 

The vote was 306 to 117. 

The House action was the second to last major hurdle for the controversial proposal to transport nuelear waste . 
to rucca Mountain, which i_sabo.ut. 100 miles northwest of Las Vegas. . ·. 

Opponents are now pinning their hopes on the Democratic-controlled Senate where the outcome is less 
certain. 

Senate action on the White House-backed plan is expected in the next few months. 
. . 

"The Yucca Mountain nuclear storage facility has been tested and tested and tested again," House Speaker 
Denni.s Hastert, R-Illinois, said in a floor statement "Each and every time the results are the same: we spould 
proceed with this scientifically~proven safe single storage facility for spent nuclear fuel beneath .the desert, as 
opposed to the current hodge-podge of 'temporary' storage sites at over 130 sites scattered across the co.untry.". 

House Minority Leader Dick Gephardt, D-Miss6uri, disagreed. 

"My biggest concern is that it makes no sense to have all this nuclear waste travel across the country by truck 
or rail," he said. "This is not a guest ion of isolating the risk_.: Yucca Mountain in reality just spreads It 
around." . . 

Technically, the House voted to override Nevada Republican Gov, Kenny Guinn's veto of a federal 
government initiative to ship nuclear waste from over 100 nuclear power plants to the state. 

. . 
ffeventually approved, the $58 billion facility would open in2010:and eventually would hold up to 77,000 
tons of waste. . 

. . 

.. ./index.html&title=CNN.com%20-%20House%20approves%20Nevada%20nuclear%20dump~5/9/2002 
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CNN.com - House approves Nevada nuclear dump plan - Ma~ 8,.2002 

Find this article at: 
http://www.cnn.com/2002/ALLPOLITICS/05/08/yucca.mountain/index.html 

I Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article. 

Reply? ~ 
~~~~----'----"-----=II=··.~ 
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CNN.com - Nevada triggers nuclear waste battle in Congress - April 10, 2002 
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Nevada triggers .nuclear waste battle in Congress 
. . ' 

Page 1 of2 

Ci~ PRINTTHIS 

Powered by uClickabiUty* 

WASHINGTON (Reuters) --Nevada Gov. Kenny Guinn Tuesday 
delivered to Capitol Hill his veto of the Bush administration's plan to put theflrst permarientU.S. 
nuclear waste dump in his state, starting a 90-day legislative clock during which Congress can sustain 
or overiride him. · 

"We have an uphill battle," said Guinri, flanked by members of Nevada's congressional delegation who have 
struggled to round up Democratic and Republican lawmakers to oppose President Bush's adoption of a· 
recommendation by his Energy Department. 

"If the political system fails us, the court system will not," deelared Guinn, whose state already ha& challenged 
the plans in federal court. · · 

Guinn, a Republican, said he was the first governor ever to veto a decision by a president, having been 
granted the power to do so in a 1982 federal law on nuclear waste disposal. 

In a decision two decades in the making, Bush in February formally chose Nevada's Yucca Mountain as.the 
permanent federal site to store tens of thousands of tons of waste from nuclear power plants across the nation. 

Despite the administration's claims to the contrary, Nevada and its l;>ackerncontend itwould be unsafe to store 
nuclear waste at Yucca Mountain and to transport such material by truck and rail to the underground site. 

In his notice of disapproval, Guinn argue,d that selection of Yucca Mountain as a waste site was based on bad 
science, bad law and bad public policy. 

Several states with nuclear power plants, as well as the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and other business 
group,s, support the Yucca Mountain designation. Together they have hired an army of lobbyists to make their 
case on Capitol Hill. 

. ( (GuimF:. whonas enlisted lobbyists of his· own-- vetoed the president's action on Monday and delivered the 

( 01~ovalt.o t~l'l~es~~Jtie@~:P?de~ federal.ia~,.the-Senafe ~nd Ho~seuofRepreserifaffves 
'{ «\ U\ now have 90-leg~ays to overnde.or sustam him. For Gumn's veto to be ovemdden, both chambers of 

·Congress must agree to do so on majorityyotes. . · 

Guinn backers are pessimistic about prevailing in the Republican-led House. They see the Democratic-led 
Senate as their onlyreal shot, but stress it will be tough. 

' . ( 

So far, opponents of the Yucca Mountain proposal say they expect to get about thn~e dozen of the Senate's 50 
Democratic senators to side with them. 

http://cnn.allpolitics.printthis.clickability.com/pt/printThis? clickMap=printThis&fb= Y &url=http%3A/ /ww .. .1200 4110/2002 



CNN.com~ Nevada triggers nuclear waste battle in Congress - April 10, 2002 . Page 2 of2 . 

The big question is how many of the 49 Republicans will do so. So far there are just two -- Sen. John Ensign 
ofNevada and Ben Nighthorse Campbell of Colorado .. 

Sen. James Jeffords of Vermont, the chamber's only independent, backs Bush's decision, 

Nevada intends to spend upward of $1 Omillion in its campaign against the dump, and plans to start airing. 
television ads against the plan on Wednesday in selected states. . · 

Energy Secretary Spencer Abraham said on Tuesday he will soon send to Congress a formal request that it 
override Guinn. 

"The Energy Department has spent more than $4 billion over the past 20 years studying and studying and 
researching Yucca Mountain," Abraham told reporters. "I'm absolutely convinced that we can move ahead 
safely with this project." 

Even if the Yucca Mountain proposal survives court challenges and Congress, it would still· have to be 
lic,ensed by the ~uclear Regl1latory Commission. 

/ 

Abraham said, "The logical step is to let the objective and neutral experts at the NRC make a final decision on 
whether the project should go ahead." 

Copyright 2002 Reuters. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or 
redistributed. 

Find this article at: 
http://www.cnn.com/2002/ALLPOLITICS/04/09/yucca.mountain.reut/index.html 

C Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article . 

. http:/ I cnn,allpolitics. printthis.clickability. com/pt/printThis?clickMap==printThis&fb= Y &url=hrtp%3 A//ww .. .1200 4110/2002 
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.For Immediate Release 
Office of the Press Secretary . ·· 

· Feb'ruary 15; 2002 

Presidential Letter to Congress . . 
· Text of a Letter ·from the President to the Speaker of the House of Representatives arid the 

President of the $enate · · · ·. · · ·· ,,., · 
February·1s, 2002 

·Dear' Mr. ~peaker: (Dear Mr. President;} 

In accordance with section i14 of theNuclearWaste Policy.Act of 1982, 42 u.S.C. 10134 (the 
';'Act"); the Secretary of Energy hasrecommended approval of the Yucca Mountain site for the 
developmentatthat site of a repository for the geologic disposal of spent nuclear. fuel and high · 
level nuclear waste from the N'ation's defense activitie~ .. ·.As is required by the Act, the Secretary · 
has also sub~itted to me a compreherisJve statement of the basis of his recommendation. 

Havingr~~eived the Secretary's r~~ommendation and the comprehensive statem~ntof ttie~pasis 
. oJ it,l·consider the Yucca Mountain site.qualified for application for a construc-tion .authorization: 
for a r:epqSitory. Therefore, I now recommend·the Yucca Mo,untain site for this purpose,.• In · . 
accord a rice· with section 114 of the Act, I am transmitting with. this recommenda-tioh to the · .. 
c;:ongress a copy' of the comprehensive statement of 'the. basi's ofthe Secretary's · 
recommendation prepared pursuant to the Act. The transinission of this document triggers an 
expedited process describ.ed in the AcL I urge the Congress td: undertake any necessary 
legislative a.ction on this recommendation in an expedited and bipartisan fashion'. · 

Proc~edingwiththe repository program i.s necessar:y to protect public safety, health, and the 
. Nation;s security because successful completion of this project would isolate 'in a geologic .. 
. repository at a remote location highly radioactive materials now scattered throughoufthe ·· . 
Nation. In addition, the geologicrep'ositqry would.:support our national security throu.gh disposal'·· 
of nuclear waste frqm our defense facilities. · · · · · · 

A deep geologic repository; such as Yucca MoU~tai·n,. is important for ·our ~ationa.I secu~ity and· 
ourenergyJuture. Nuclear energy is. the second. largest source of U.S. electricity g,eneration and. 

·. must remain a :major component of our national energy policy' in the years to come. The cost of 
nuclear power Compares favorably with the costs.of electridty generation by other sources, .arid 

·nuclear power has none of the emissions associated wit~ coal and gas power plants.· 

This recommendatio,ri; if it becomes effective, will permit commencemen~ of the next rigorous.•··. 
stag~ of scientific and tech_nical review of the repository 'IJrogrcirn~ through formal licensing 
proce.edings_b'efbre the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. Successful completion qfthisprogram 
also .will redeem the clear Federal legal ·obligation safely fo dispose· of commercial speht nuclear. 
fuel that the Cong res.s .passed in 1982. · · ··. · · · ·· · · · ·.· · ·. · 

more· 

(OVER) 

2 ~ ... .; 
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.. '. . . ' . . ... . ': . ': . ·. . . .. . 

This recommendation is the culmination of two decades of intense scientific scrutiny involving 
application of an array of scientific and technical disciplines necessary and appropriate forthis 

.challenging undertaking. It is an undertaking that was mandated twice by the Congress whei1it. 
legislated the obligations that would be redeemed by successful pursuit of the repository 
program. Allowing this recommendation to come into effect will enable the beginning of the 
n.ext phase of intense scrutiny of the~project necessary to a$sure the public health, safety, and 
security in the area of Yucca Mountain, arid also to enhance the safety and security of the Nation 
·as a whole. 

· Sincereiy, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

### 

.. Return to this article at:. .. 
· .. http://www.whitehouse.gqv£news/reJeqs~sl2002I02l20020215.:lO.htmJ···. 

. . ~ .. 
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Yucca Mountain Statement 
Statement by the Press Secretary 

Page 1 of 1 
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For Immediate Release 
Office of the Press Secretary 

February 15, 2002 

The President today notified the Congress that he considers Yucca Mountain qualified for a 
construction permit application, taking the next in a series of steps required for approving the 
site as a nuclear materials repository. 

The President's decision to recommend Yucca Mountain is based on sound science. It follows 
decades of scientific study and a determination by the Secretary of Energy that the site can be 
safely used to store these materials, 

In the course of making his decision, the President listened to the Governor, the State's 
Senators, and representatives of the people of Nevada and gave careful consideration to their 
views. 

He also consulted extensively with his science and environmental advisersto ensure that they 
concurred with the science, safety, and environmental conclusions of the Secretary's. 
recommendation, · · · 

Finding a safe and central repository is not only mandated by law, but it is in America's national 
security and homeland security interests. Forty percent of our Navy's fleet depends on nuclear 
power. 

Currently, nuclear materials are stored in 131 above-ground facilities in 39 states, and 161 
million Americans live within 75 miles of these .sites. One central site provides more protection 
for thismaterial than do the existing 131 sites. 

One out of every five times someone turns on a light switch, it's thanks to the fact that nuclear 
power produces 20 percent of our Nation's electricity. Given the environmental .berief.its of 
nuclear power, a safe repository for nuclear materials will help us pursue our energy and 
environmental security goals. 

Since the Congress passed a law requiring a repository in 1982, this has been a serious issue for 
the American people. The President recognizes thatthe law now gives Nevada the opportunity 
to disapprove the recommendation and, if they do, then the Congress will have an opportunity 
to act. After two decades, the time bas come to resolve this issue once and for all. 
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SS/ RM NO. 522126 -------

WHITE HOUSE STAFFINGMEMORANDUI\1 

Date: 7 •17-02 11 :00 PM ACTION I CONCURRENCE 1 COMMENT DUE BY: 7-18-02, 3:00 PM 

Subject: H.J. RES. 87, YUCCA MOUNTAIN, NEVADA, NUCLEAR WASTE REPOSITORY 
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PLEASE SEND COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, EXT. 53458, FAX 56148, NO LATER THAN 3:00 PM 
THURSDAY, 7-18-02, WITH COPY TO STAFF SECRETARY. THANK YOU. 

RESPONSE: 

Harriet E. Miers 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 



THE DIRECTOR 

'•·'' 

EXEC!JTIYE. OFFICE OF T~E PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 
. : .· '. 

"".ASHINGTON, D. t. 20503 

. ..July 17 1 2002 · 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT·. 
. . . - - - . 

. . ... 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Resolution H.J.Res. 87 -Yucc~ Mountain, ~evada, Nuclear Waste. 
Repository .· 

· Sponsors - Rep. Barton (R) TX and i' I .others 

· · Last Day for Action 

July 24, 2002 - Wednesday 

Pi:u:pose · 

Designates the Yucca Mountain, Nevada,, site as the location for apotential repository for •· · 
spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste. ' ' ' ' ' 

Agency Reconimendations . · ... , . 

. : .,-

' 
' · .. : 

Office of Management and .Budget Approval· 
· ... : - ' 

. Approval . 
:. :~ I 

Department of Energy (DOE) . 
Department of the Interior · · Defers to DOE (Irifomially) .· · 

· Department of Transportation ... 
. Council on Environmental Quality 
[)epartment of Defense 
Department of Jµstice 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Nuelear Regulatory Conimission 

Discussion 

No objection (Informally) 
No objection (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 

· No comment (Informally} 
· No co~ent (Informally)'· 

No comment (Infonrtally}· 

--. .. , TheNucl~ar Waste Policy Act of 1982 (NWPA).established a plan for the.long-term 
. di~posal of spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste. Specifically, it: (1) directed 

···.:_ ·._ 

. D'OE to open a permanent goological repository fot these materials by 1998; (2) imp.osedfees ori . 
.· commercial generation of nuclear power to fund this activity; and (3) established a process for · .. 

selecting a repository site. The NWP A was amended in 1987 to·limitDOE's site evaluation to 
:yucca Mountain, Nevada (located approximately 90 miles.northwest ofLas Vegas), and to 

. · ·.· subjectthat site to a series of intensive geological and hydrological studies~ Based on its studies, 
· :DOE; iri February 2002,'reconinlendedthe desigilation ofthe Yucca Mountain sitefor · 

·· · .· development as the :Nation's geological repository for spent nuclear fuel and high-level 
. radioactive waste. You formally recommended the site to .Congress on February 15, 2002. 

. - .. _. -

..·.· 

.;.:. ··, .. l . 

' .. . 
'" 

': 



,--

The NWPA also provided a process under which the State of Nevada could attempt to 
block the Yucca Mountain designation. In this regard, the Governor of Nevada, on April 8., 
2002, formally disapproved the site designation. The NWP A established procedures for 
enactment of a joint resolution reaffirining the site designation, notwithstanding the State's 
disapproval. 

H.J.Res. 87 designates the Yucca Mountain site as the location for a potential repository · 
for spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste, thereby overriding the Governor of 
Nevada's.veto of the site designation. Enactment of HJ.Res. 87 will allow the required licensing 
process to move forward. Specific~lly, DOE is expected to submit a license application for the 
construction of the repository to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC} in late 2004. NRG 
·must determine whether to·grantthe license within four years. NRC's determination will be. 
based on DO E's ability to demonstrate its compliance with NRCregulations, which require that 
_the waste material can be received, possessed, and disposed of without unreasonablerisk to 
.public health and safety. The NRG regulations include stringent public health and environmental 
standards developed by the Environmental Protection Agency. Assuming thafthe Yucca 
Mountain.site can meet NRC's regulatiOns and is granted a construction license in 2007, the site 
is expected to begin accepting waste in 2010. 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

In its views letter, DOE adv .. ises that the resolution "is in the best interest. of America's . . 
national, energy, and homeland security, as well as environmental protection." We join DOE in· 
recommending your approval ofH.J.Res. 87, which passed the House by a vote of 306-117 and 
the Senate by voice vote. 

Enclosures. 

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director 
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*** . TX REPORT *** 
********************* 

0121 

07 /17 .23: 57 
01'03 

~ 
OK 

66212 

SS/ RM NO. 522126 

WIDTE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Date: 7-17-02 11 :00 PM ACTION !CONCURRENCE I COMMENT DUE BY: 7-18-02, 3:00 PM 

Subject: H.J. RES. 87, YUCCA MOUNTAIN, NEVADA, NUCLEAR WASTE REPOSITORY 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE.PRESIDENT ~I/ 0 HUBBARD 0 D 

CARO ~ D IRASTORZA D D 

BARTLETT - " D JOHNSON D D 

BLAKEMAN 0 D LINDSEY ~ D 

~OLTEN it' D MARBURGER 117' D 

BRIDGE LAND 0 D MIERS D D 

CALIO ~· D RICE D D 

CONNAUGHTON Ii' D RIDGE fit' D 

DANIELS D ~/ ROVE rr/ D 

FLEISCHER D ~· SPELLINGS ril'. D 

GERSON D D CLERK D 

GONZALES ii'. D 0 D·• 

HAGIN D D D D 

HAWKINS rl D D D 

REMARKS: 
PLEASE SEND COMMENTS TOJIM JUKES, EXT. 53458, FAX 56148, NO LATER THAN 3:00 PM 
._ ............... v..,, .. ., ,....., \AllTU l"l"'ICiVTn Cl:TAS:S: ~i::rci~TA~V TMANKVnll 
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RESPONSE: 

Harriet E. Miers 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 
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SS/ RM NO. 522126 

WfilTE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Date: 7-17-02 .11: 00 PM . ACTION (CONCURRENCE j COMMENT DUE BY: 7-18-02, 3: 00 PM 

Subject: H.J. RES. 87, YUCCA MOUNTAIN, NEVADA, NUCLEAR WAS.TE REPOSITORY 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT · ~· D HUBBARD D D 
CARD ~ D IRASTORZA D D 
BARTLETT if .. D JOHNSON D D 
BLAKEMAN D D LINDSEY ~ D 
BOLTEN .-.t. D MARBURGER mt' D 
BRIDGELAND · D D MIERS D D 
CALIO .~· D RICE D D 

) 

CONNAUGHTON~ ii( D RIDGE lit D 
DANIELS ·o rr/ ROVE r1' D 
FLEISCHER D .I!('. SPELLINGS rM' D 
GERSON D D CLERK D 
GONZALES I/ Q D D 
HAGIN D D D D 
HAWKINS rl D D D 

REMARKS: 

PLEASE SEND COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, EXT. 53458, FAX 56148, NO LATER THAN 3:00 PM 
'..,.., , .. ~ ............ ,, ... ~ ..... _....., ··-·-·' .-.--'" ,,__ --- . -- -·-:.:------ -- - -- .. 
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SS/ RM NO. . 522126 

WHITE HOUSE· STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Date: 7-17-02 11: 00 PM ACTION /CONCURRENCE I COMMENT DUE BY: 7-18-02, 3:00 PM 

Subject: H.J. RES. 87, YUCCA MOUNTAIN, NEVADA, NUCLEAR WAS.TE REPOSITORY 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT 
·.t/ D HUBBARD D D 

CARD g' D IRASTORZA D D 

BARTLETT rt' D JOHNSON D D 

BLAKEMAN D D L!NDSEY ~ D 

BOLTEN ~· D MARBURGER mt' D 

BRIDGE LAND D D MIERS D D 

CALIO ~· D RICE D D 

CONNAUGHTON • Ii( D RIDGE ril' D 

DANIELS D ~ ROVE ~ D 

FLEISCHER D ml' SPELLINGS ril' D 

GERSON D D CLERK D 

GONZALES ii' D D D 
HAGIN D D D D 

HAWKINS rl D D o, 

REMARKS: 
PLEASE SEND COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, EXT. 53458, FAX 56148, NO LATERTHAN 3:00 PM 
THURSDAY, 7-18-02, WITH COPY TO STAFF SECRETARY. THANK YOU. 

RESPONSE: 

Harriet E. Miers 
Assista01t to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 
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S.S/ RM NO.· 522126 
~......__--~-'---~ 

. . 

WIDTE HOUSE STAFFINGMEMORANDUM 
. ' . . . 

:Date: 7-17~0211:00·PM .. ACTION I CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY:· 7-18 .. 02,3:00 PM . 

.. . · ~Ubject: H.J. RES. 87, YUCCA MOUNTAIN, NEVADA, NUCLEAffWAsrE REPOSITORY 

' 'ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 
·.· --

'.~. V.ICE PRESIDENT ,/ D HUB BAR[) .. D· .. o. 
CA.RD M'. ·o IRASTORZA D D 
BARTLETT .rt" D JOHNSON D [] 

BLAKEMA~ · D ' D LINDSEY ~ D 

BOLTEN g D MARBURGER· mt' D 

BRIDGELAND D D MIERS D D 
(;ALIO ·~ D RICE D .· .. o·. 
CONNAUGHTON II( D . RIDGE lit D 
DANIELS -Qi· --w/ ROVE ril'. o· 
FLEISCHER· D< ~- SPELLINGS rll' [l 

GERSON· [J D CLERK D 
·.· .. ~ 

. ' 

GONZALES D D D 
HAGIN D D·· D D 
HAWKINS.· rl D···· .0 D 

REMARKS: '· 

·PLEASE SEND COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, EXT .. 53458, FAX 56148, NO LATERTHAN 3:00 PM 
"ru1 n:u~nAv '7_-t 0.-"? WITl-I r:nPY i"O ~TAFF SECRETARY. THANK YOU. ./ 
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SS/ RM NO. 522126 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Date: 7-17-02 11 :00 PM ACTION I CONCURRENCE l COMMENT DUE BY: 7 -18-02, 3:00 PM 

. Subject: H.J. RES. 87, YUCCA MOUNTAIN, NEVADA, NUCLEAR WASTE REPOSITORY 

ACTION FYI ACTION· FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT i/ D HUBBARD D D 

CARD 
_, 0 

D IRASTORZA D D 

BARTLETT ··~ D JOHNSON D D 

BLAKEMAN D D LINDSEY 
·~ D 

BOLTEN il' D MARBURGER le' D 

BRIDGE LAND D D MIERS D D 

CALIO ·~ .o··· RICE D D 
~ 

Ii( lit' CONNAUGHTON D RIDGE D. 

DANIELS i;i ' -~ ROVE rJf' D 

FLEISCHER D ·lfl".· SPELLINGS ~ D 

GERSON D D CLERK. D 
\ 

GONZALES ii' CJ D D 

HAGIN D D D D 

HAWKINS fl' D D D 

REMARKS: 
. PLEASE SEND COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, EXT. 53458, FAX 56148, NO LATER THAN 3:00 PM 

THURSDAY, 7-18-02, WITH COPY TO STAFF SECRETARY; THANK YOU. 

RESPONSE: 

Harriet E. Miers 
ASsistant to the President 

· and S~aff Secretary 
· Ext. 62702 . -
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522126 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM[ 

Date: 7-17--02 11 :00 PM ACTION I CONCURRENCI: I COMMENT DUE BY: 7-18-02i 3:Q.~ pM 

Subject: H.J. RES. 87, YUCCA MOUNTAIN, NEVADA; NUCLEAR WASTE REPOSITORY 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT ~ D HUBBARD D D 

CARD rA' D IRASTORZA D D 

BARTLETT rt' D JOHNSON D D 

BLAKEMAN D D LINDSEY ~ D 

BOLTEN ~- D ·MARBURGER u .-mt' D 

BRIDGELAND D tJ MIERS D D 

CALIO ~ D RICE D D 

CONNAUGHTON ii( D RIDGE IV D 

DANIELS D ~ ROVE rfl' D 

FLEISCHER D ~ SPELLINGS ~ D 

GERSON D D CLERK D 

GONZALES ~ 0 D D 

HAGIN D D D D 

HAWKINS rl'. D D D 

REMARKS:. 
PLEASE SEND COMMENlS TO JIM JUKES, EXT. 53458, FAX 56148, NC> LATER THAN 3:00 PM 
-•" ,...,.,..,... ,,;.v ., ,. o n., \AllTU rnciv Tn C:T .iu:t: ~i::r..~l=TARV THANK YOllJ. 
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SS/ RM NO. 522126 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Date: 7-17-02 11 :00 PM ACTION I CONCURRE.NCE I COMMENT DUE BY: 7-18-02, 3:00 PM 

Subject: H.J. RES. 87, YUCCA MOUNTAIN, NEVADA, NUCLEAR WASTE REPOSITORY~ 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT ~ D HUBBARD D D 

CARD ·~ D IRASTORZA D D 

BARTLETT i( D JOHNSON D D 
-

BLAKEMAN D D. LINDSEY ~ D 

BOLTEN it D MARBURGER.....--. Ill' D 

BRIDGE LAND D D MIERS D D 

CALIO ~ D RICE D D 

CONNAUGHTON II( D RIDGE IV D 

DANIELS D ~ ROVE ril' D 

FLEISCHER D lit" SPELLINGS ~ D 

GERSON D D CLERK D 

GONZALES ~ D D D 

HAGIN D D D D 

HAWKINS rl D D D 

REMARKS: 
PLEASE SEND COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, EXT. 53458, FAX 56148, NO LATER THAN 3:00 PM 
THURSDAY, 7-18-02, WITH COPY TO STAFF SECRETARY. THANK YOU. 

RESPONSE: 

Harriet E. Miers 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Date: 7-17·02 11:00 PM ACTION /CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 7-18;.02, 3:00 PM 

. Subject: H.J. RES .. 871 YUCCA MOUNTAIN, NEVADA, NUCLEAR WASTE REPOSITORY .· 
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FLEISCHER. 
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.HAWKINS 

REMARKS: 

ACTION 
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ACTION 
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ROVE r¥' 
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D D 

D D 

D D 

PLEASE SEND COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, EXT. 53458, FAX 56148, NO LATER THAN 3:00PM 
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SS/ RM NO. 522126 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Date: 7-17-02 11 :00 PM ACTION l CONCURRENCE I COMMENT DUE BY: 7-18-02, 3:00 PM 

Subject: H.J. RES. 87, YUCCA MOUNTAIN, NEVADA, NUCLEAR WASTE REPOSITORY 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT ~ D HUBBARD D D 

CARD ~·. D IRASTORZA D D 

BARTLETT ~ D JOHNSON D D 

BLAKEMAN D D LINDSEY ~ D 

BOLTEN. ~ D MARBURGER IV' D 

BRIDGELAND D D MIERS D D 

CALIO r;£··. D RICE D D 

CONNAUGHTON II( D RIDGE -v D 

DANIELS D ~ ROVE ril' D 

FLEISCHER D mt" SPELLINGS ~ D 

GERSON D D CLERK D 

GONZALES .~ D D D 
HAGIN D D D D 
HAWKINS rl D D D 

.REMARKS: 
PLEASE SEND COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, EXT. 53458, FAX 56148, NO LATER THAN 3:00 PM 
THURSDAY, 7-18·02, WITH COPY TO STAFF SECRETARY. THANK YOU. 

RESPONSE: 

Harriet E. Miers 
Assistant to the President · 

andl Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENi: AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

July 17~_2002 
THE DIRECTOR 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT · 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Resolution H.J.Res. 87 - Yucca Mountain, Nevada, Nuclear Waste 
Repository 

Sponsors.,. Rep. Barton (R) TX and 11 others 

. Last Day for Action 

July 24, 2Q02 - Wednesday 

Puij2ose_ 

Design:ates the Yucca Mountain, Nevada, site as the location for a potential repository for 
spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste;: · · 

Agency Recommendations 
I ''-... 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department of Energy (DOE) 
Department ofthe Intt!rior 

. Department of Transportation· 
· ·Council on Environmental Quality 

Department of Defense 
· Department of Justice . . r 

Environmental Protection Agency 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

· Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 
Defers to DOE (Informally) 
No objection (Informally) 
No objection (Informally) 
No comment(Infortnally) 
No co:tmllent(Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 

The Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 (NWPA) established a plan for the long"'.term 
.disposal ,of spent nuclear fuel and high.; level radioactive waste.· Specifically, it: (1) directed 
DOE to open a permanent geological repository for these materials by 1998; (2)imposed fees on 
commercial generation of nuclear power to fund thisacti:vity; and (3) established a process for 
selecting a repository site. The NWP A was amended in 1987 to limit DO E's site evaluation' to 
Yucca Mountain, Nevada (located approximately 99 miles northwest of Las Vegas), and to . 

· subject that site to a series of intensive geological and hydrological studies. Based on its studies, 
DOE, in February 2002, recommended the design:ation of the Yucca Mountain site for 
qevelopment as the Nation's geological repository for spent nuclear fuel and high-level · 
radioactive waste; You formally recommended the site to Congress on February !'5, 2002. 

I ' 



The NWPA also provided a process under which the State of Nevada could attempt to 
block the Yucca Mountain designation. In this regard, the Governor of Nevada, on April 8, 
2002, formally disapproved the site designation. The NWP A establ.ished procedures for 
enactment of a joint resolution reaffirming the site designation, notwithstanding the State's 
disapproval. 

RI.Res. 87 designates the Yucca Mountain site as the location for a potential repository 
for spent nuclear fuel· and high-level radioactive waste, thereby overriding the Governor of 
Nevada's veto of the site designation. Enactment ofH.JRes. 87willallow the required licensing 
process to move forward. Specifically, DOE is expected to submit a license application for the 
construction of the repository to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) in late 2004. NRC 
must determine whether to grant the license within four years. NRC's determination will be 
based on DO E's ability to demonstrate its compliance with NRC regulations, which require that 
the waste material can be received, possessed,· and disposed of without unreasonable risk to 
public health.and safety. The NRCregulations include stringent public health and environmental 
standards developed by the Environmental Prntection Agency. Assuming that the Yucca · 
Mountain site can meet NRC's regulations and is granted a construction license in 2007, the site 
is expected to begin accepting waste in 2010. 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

In its views letter, DOE advises thatthe resolution "is in the best interest of America's 
national, energy, and homeland security, as well as environmental protection." W ~join DOE in 
recommending your approval of H.J.Res. 87, which passed the House by a vote of 306-117 and 
the Senate by voice vote. 

Enclosures 

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director 
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SS/ RM NO. 522126 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Date: 7 •17-02 11 :00 PM ACTION I CONCURRENCE I COMMENT DUE BY: 7 -18-02, 3:00 PM 

Subject: H.J. RES. 87, YUCCA MOUNTAIN, NEVADA, NUCLEAR WASTE REPOSITORY 

VICE PRESIDENT 

CARD 

BARTLETT 

BLAKEMAN 

BOLTEN 

B~IDGELAND 

CALIO 

CONNAUGHTON 

DANIELS 

FLEISCHER 

GERSON 

GONZALES 

HAGIN 

HAWKINS 

REMARKS: 

ACTION FYI 

D 

ii' 
D 

~ 
Lit 
D 

D 

D 

~ 
D 
r/-' 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

~ 
De(' 

D 

D 

D 

D 

HUBBARD 

IRASTORZA 

·JOHNSON 

LINDSEY 

MARBURGER 

MIERS 

RICE 

RIDGE 

ROVE 

SPELLINGS 

CLERK 

ACTION FYI 

D 

D 

D 

~ 

mt' 
D 

D 

lit 
r;t' 
ri1' 
D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D· 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

PLEASE SEND COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, EXT. 53458, FAX 56148, NO LATER THAN 3:00 PM 
THURSDAY, 7-18-02, WITH COPY TO STAFF SECRETARY. THANK YOU. 

RESPONSE: 

') . 
Harriet E. Miers 

Assistant to the President 
and Staff Secretary 

Ext. 62702 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

July 17, 2002 
THE DIRECTOR 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Resolution H.J.Res. 87:.. Yucca Mountain, Nevada, Nuclear Waste 
Repository 

Sponsors - Rep. Barton (R) TX and 11 others 

. Last Day for Action 

July 24, 2002 .. Wednesday 

Purpose 

Designates the Yucca Mountain, Nevada, site as the location for a potential repository for 
spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office ofManagement and Budget 

Department of Energy (DOE) 
Department of the Interior 
Department of Transportation 
Council on Environmental Quality 
Department of Defense 
Department of Justice . 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

Discussion 

Approval 

. Approval 
Defers to DOE (Informally) 
No objection (Informally) 
No objection (Informally) 
No· comment· (Informally) 
No comment(Informally) 
No comment (Informally) · 
No comment (Informally) 

The Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 (NWP A) established a plan for the long.:term 
disposal of spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste. Specifically, it: ( 1) directed 
DOE to open a permanent geological repository for these materials by 1998; (2) imposed fees on 
commercial generation of nuclear power to fund this activity; and (3) established a process for 
selecting a repository site. The NWP A was amended in 1987 to limit DO E's site evaluation to 
Yucca Mountain, Nevada (located approximately 90 miles northwest of Las Vegas), and to 
subject that site to a series of intensive geological and hydrological studies. Based on its studies, 
DOE, in February 2002, recommended the designation of the Yucca Mountain site for 
development as the Nation's geological repository for spent nuclear fuel and high-level 
radioactive waste. You formally recommended the site to· Congress on February 15, 2002. 



The NWPAalso provided a process under which the State of Nevada could attempt to· 
block the Yucca Mountain designation. In this regard, the Governor of Nevada, on April 8,. 
2002, formally disapproved the site designation. The NWPA established procedures for 

· enactment of a joint resolution reaffirming the site designation, notwithstanding the State's 
disapproval. 

H.J.Res. 87 designates the Yucca Mountain.site as the location for a potential repository 
for spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste; thereby overriding the Governor of 
Nevada's veto of the site designation. Enactment ofH.J.Res. 87.will allow the ·required lice~sing 
process to move forward. Specifically, DOE is expected to submit a license application for the 
construction of the repository fo ¢.e Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) in late 2004. NRC 
must determine whether to grant the license within four years. NRC's determination will be 
based on DOE's ability to demonstrate its compliance with NRC regulations, which require that 
the waste material. can be received,· possessed, and disposed of without unreasonable risk to . 
public health and safety._ The NRC regulations include stringent public health .and environmental 
standards developed by the Environmental ProtectiOn Agency. Assuming that the Yucca 
Mountain site can ineet ;NRC's regulations and is granted a construction license in 2007, the site 
is e~pected to begin accepting waste in 2010. 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

In its views letter, DOE advises .that the resolution "is in the best interest of America's 
national, energy, and homeland security, as well as environmental protection." We join DOE in . . . 

recommending your approval ofH.J.Res. 87, which passed the House by a vote of 306-117 and 
the Senate by voice vote. 

Enclosures 

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director· 

-2-
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07 /18i2002 10: 17 FAX 202 4.56 2710 . 
07717/02 WED 23:58 FAX 

CEQ 

SS/ RM NO. 

WIDTE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDU1\ll 

· Date: 7-17~02 11 :00 PM ACTION I CONCURRENCE/ COMMENT DUE BY: 7-18-02, 3:00 PM 

Subject: H.J. RES. 87, YUCCA MOUNTAIN, NEVADA, NUCLEAR WAS.TE REPOSITORY 

ACTION .. FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT ·fl/ D HUBBARD D D 

" 
. \. 

CARD D IRASTORZA D D 

BARTLETT ·If D JOHNSON D D 

BLAKEMAN D D LINDSEY ~ D 

BOLTEN il' D MARBURGER mt' D 
BRIDGELAND D D MIERS D D 
CALIO ~ D RICE D D 
CONNAUGHTON~ Ii( D RIDGE v D 

DANIELS D 
.er/ 

ROVE NI D 

FLEISCHER D Ill" . SPELLINGS ~ D 

GERSON D D ·cLERK D 

GONZALES ffl' D D D 

HAGIN D D D D 
HAWKINS r1· D D D 

REMARKS: 

!41002 

PLEASE SEND COMMENIS TO JIM JUKES, EXl". 53458, FAX 56148, NO LATER Tl-IAN 3:00 PM 
THURSDAY, 7-18-02, WITH COPY TO STAFF SECRETARY. THANK YOU. 

RESPONSE: 

Pfl"-c.1 c. e-f;<- · 

1/1 j/o 2-
Harriet E. Miers 

Asslstaot to the Pr~sident 
and Staff Secretary· 

Ext. 62702 

!41001 l 



SS/ RM NO. 522126 
-'-------~-

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Date: 7-17-02 11 :00 PM ACTION I CONCURRENCE'/ COMMENT DUE BY: 7-18-02, 3~ro:0: r;t,l\il_ ]J:tP'~l~~!J!i~ 

·Subject: H.J. RES. 87, YUCCA MOUNTAIN, NEVADA, NUCLEAR WASTE REPOSITORY 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI· 

VICE PRESIDENT ',/ D HUBBARD~ D D 

CARD. ~ D IRASTORZA. D D 

BARTLETT ~ D JOHNSON D D 

BLAKEMAN D D LINDSEY ~ D 

BOLTEN ~ D MARBURGER mt' D 

BRIDGELAND D D MIERS· D D 

CALIO rt' D RICE · .D :o 
CONNAUGHTON" II( D RIDG.E lil' D 

DANIELS D ·~ ROVE riE D 

FLEISCHER D lit"'' SPELLINGS •lit' D 

GERSON D D ·.CLERK D 

GONZALES ~ D D .o 
HAGIN D D D D 
HAWKINS r1·.· D D D 

REMARKS: 
PLEASE SEND COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, EXT~ 53458, FAX 56148, NO LATER THAN 3:00 PM 
THURSDAY, 7-18-02, WITH COPY TO STAFF SECRETARY. THANK YOU. . 

RESPONSE: 

Harriet E. Miers 
Assistant to the President 

- and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 

! 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

July 17, 2002 
THE 'DIRECTOR 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Resolution H.J.Res. 87 - Yucca Mountain, Nevada, Nuclear Waste 
Repository 

Sponsors - Rep. Barton (R) TX and 11 others 

Last Day for Action 

July24, 2002 - Wednesday 

Purpose 

Designates the Yucca Mountain, Nevada, site as the location for a potential repository for 
spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department of Energy (DOE) 
Department of the Interior 
Department of Transportation 
Council on Environmental Quality 
Department of Defense 
Department of Justice 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

Discussion 

· Approval 

Approval , 
Defers to DOE (Informally) 
No objection.(Informally) 
No objection (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 

. No comment (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 

The Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 (NWP A) established a plan for the long-term 
disposal of spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste. Specifically, it: (1) directed 
DOE to open a permanent geological repository for these materials by 1998; (2) imposed fees on 
commercial generation of nuclear power to fund this activity; and (3) established a process for 
selecting a repository site. The NWP A was amended in 1987 to limit DO Eis site evaluation to 
Yucca Mountain, Nevada (located approximately 90 miles northwest of Las Vegas), and to 
subject that site to a series of intensive geological and hydrological studies. Based on its studies, 
DOE, in February 2002, recommended the designation of the Yucca Mountain site for 
development as the Nation1s geological repository for spent nuclear fuel and high-level 
radioactive waste. You formally recommended the site to Congress on February 15, 2002. 



. . 

The NWP A also provided a process under which the State ofNevada could attempt to 
block the Yucca Mountain designation. In this regard, the Governor of Nevada, on April 8, 
2002, formally disapproved the site designation. The NWPA established procedures for 
enactment of a joint resolution reaffirming the site designation, notwithstanding the State's 
disapproval. 

H.J .Res. 87 designates the Yucca Mountain site .as the location for a potential repository 
·for spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste, thereby overriding the Governor of 
Nevada's veto of the site designation. Enactment of HJ.Res. 87 will allow the required licensing 
process to move forward. Specifically, DOE is expected to submit a license application for the 
construction of the repository to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) in late 2004; NRC 
must determine whether to grant the license within four years. NRC's determination will be 
based on DO E's ability to demonstrate its compliance with NRC regulations, which require that 
the waste material can be received, possessed, and disposed of without unreasonable risk to 
public health and safety. The NRC regulations include stringent public health and environmental 
standards developed by the Environmental Protection Agency. Assuming that the Yucca 
Mountain site can meet NRC's regulations and is granted a construction license in 2007, the site 
is expected to begin accepting waste in 2010. 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

In its views letter, DOE advises that the r:esolution "is in the best interest of America's 
national, energy, and homeland security, as well as environmental protection." We join DOE in 
recommending your approval of H.J.Res. 87, which passed the House by a vote of 306-117 and 
the Senate by voice vote. 

Enclosures 

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director 

-2-
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

July 18, 2002 

MEMORANDUM FOR JAMES JUKES 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, OMB 

JONATHAN BURKrn 
DEPUTY STAFF SEC~~YTO THE VICE PRESIDENT 

H.J. Res. 87, Yucca Mountain, Nevada, Nuclear 
Waste Respository 

The Office of the Vice President has reviewed the abov(~-referenced 
draft and concurs in the recommendation that the President should sign the 
enrolled bill. 

cc: Harriet Miers 
Staff Secretary 

TOTRL P.01 
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07/18/2002' 14:26 
v •. ,, ·,.. ....... ,,. - ___ ...... ... ..... • - .... ·;. ---- OSTP SCIENCE DIV ~ 62215 

. !'JD.133 , [;J00l 
I 

i 

... ...- , . · / · SS/RM NO. 522126 

~ WlllTE HousfE srAFFING MEMO{µi~D~I ' . 

·Date: 7~17..021'1:00 PM. . AcTION/C~NCURRE~CEICOMMENT DUE BY:, 7-18-02, J:00t'1M~Bl 1.fJPM2~3"l: 
Subject: H.j_ RES, 87 YUCCAMOU · ~AIN, NEVADA, NUCLEARWASTE REPOSITORY. · 

VlCE PRESIDENT 

CARD 

BARTLETT 

···BLAKEMAN 

BOLTEN 

BRIDGeLAND 

.CALIO 

CONNAUGHTON 

DANIELS 

FLEISCHER 

GERSON 

GONZALES·· 

HAGIN 

•HAWKINS 

ACTIO 

.·f//.·.· 
a;f J 
If.I 
0 
'il' 
D 

rL 
~ ,. 
o) 
D· .. I 

i 
. I 

01 
il'J 
01 

r/1 

FYI 

o. HUBBARD 

·IRASTORZA 

JOHNSON . '-, .. 

·ACTION. 
' 

D 
o·. 

0 

0 

D 

D 
CJ. 

~·. 

LINDSEY ~ 

•MARBURGER--=->• rJI' 
0 .·MIERS· 

0 RICE 

.. 0 .. RIDGE 

.. ·.,/····ROVE 

.·~ SPELLINGS. 

CJ··· CLERK 

Cl 

.0 

D 

'·'.!I 

D 

D 

IM' 
rr. 
~ 

0 

CJ. 

D 

0 

FYI 

D 

D 

D 

D 
;"· 

CJ 

o···· 
D 

0 

0 
[J 

·o -
0 

D 
I . . . . . . .. ·. 

REMARKS: . . ·. • I . . . · · . · · . ·. ·· ·. ; · 
·PLEASE SEND COMMENTS TO J.1M ~.Ut(ES~ EXT. 53458, FAX 5614.6, NO LATER THAN 3:00 PM 

.. THlJ~SDAY, 7-18~2. WITH COPY T<j> STAFf SECRETARY. THANK YOU. . . 

• OSTl' HAS NO COMMENTS 
. r . . 
I 
I ·., i. 

f 
. ,.,, 

.. [handled by Whittt•Y and deared iy Gabri¢!; hx~d to Jukes and Staff Sec - die 7 /18/02] 

' ·f '• ' . ' ' ' 
i ·· Harriet E. Ml~rs ' · 

., ,i· . · Assistant to the President . 
. and Staff Secf'etary. · ·. ... f EXt 62702. ... 

I 
I 

·.; 
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07/18/02 THU 01: 30 FAX ~ 001 
-::. 

SS/RM NO. 52.2126 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Date: 7-17~02 11 :00 PM ACTION I CPNCURRENCE I COMMENT DUE BY: 7-18-021 3:00 PM 

Subject: H.J. RES. 87, YUCCA MOUNTAIN, NEVADA,: NUCLEAR WASTE REPOSITORY 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT 
,.,, 

D HUBBARD D D 

CARD .. rt' D IRAST.ORZA D D 
B.ARTLETT ti D JOHNSON D D 
BLAKEMAN D D LINDSEY ~ D 
BOlTEN it D MARBURGER re' D 

BRIDGE LAND D D MIERS D D 
CALIO ~ D RICE D D 

CONNAUGHTON lif D RIDGE Ii( D 
DANIELS D rrf · ROVE ;;pt! •Ml!tte#'b rif D 
FLEISCHER D '~ SPELLINGS r¥ o· 
GERSON D 0 CLERK D 
GONZALES ii' D D D 
HAGIN D D D D 
HAWKINS r1· D D D 

·' 

REMARKS; 

PLEASE SEND COMMENTS TOJIM JUKES, EXT.53458, FAX.56148, NO LATER THAN 3:00 PM 
THURSDAY, 7-18-02, WITH COPY TO STAFF SECRETARY. THANK YOU. 

·RESPONSE: 

Harriet E. Miers 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
.Ext. 62702 



----

- 07 /18/02 THU 14:04 FAX ~ OQ{_ __ 

'• 

SS/RM NO. 522126 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Date: 7-17-02 11:00 PM ACTION I CONCURRENCE/ COMMENT DUE BY: J-18-02, 3:00 PM 

Subject: H.J. RES. 87, YUCCAMOUNTAIN, NEVADA, NUCLEARWASTE REPOSITORY 
:il~£._-JUll.-1b PM:l:i:~~d-. 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT r/ D HUBBARD 0 D 

CARD r/ D IRASTORZA D D 

BARTLETT I( D JOHNSON D D 
BlAKEMAN D D LINDSEY ~ D 

BOLTEN it' 0 MARBURGER mt' D 

BRIDGELAND · D D MIERS D D 

CALIO ~ D RICE D D 

CONNAUGHTON IV D RIDGE lit' D 

DANIELS D if ROVE ril' D 

FLEISCHER D Ill"' - SPELLINGS rll' D 

GERSON D D CLERK D 

GONZALES '&a~. D D D 

HAGIN. D D D D 

HAWKINS fl' D D D 

REMARKS: . 
PLEASIE SEND COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, EXT. 53458, FAX 56148, NO LATER THAN 3:00 PM 
THURSDAY, 7-18-02, WITH COPY TO STAFFSECRETARV. THANKYOU. . 

RESPONSE: 

Harriet E. Miers 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary , 
Ext. 62702 



,.,. ;; SS/ RM NO. 522126 

.. 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Date: 7 ~17-02 11 :OOI PM ACTION I CONCURRENCE /COMMENT DUE BY: 7-18-02, 3:00 PM 

Subject: H.J.; RES. 87, YUCCA MOUNTAIN, NEVADA, NUCLEAR WASTE REPOSITORY 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT ~ D HUBBARD D 
~~ n:: I 
'tl' 

CARD ~ D IRASTORZA D D 

BARTLETT " ·D JOHNSON D D 

BLAKEMAN D D LINDSEY ~ D 

BOLTEN ii' D MARBURGER ml' D 

BRIDGE LAND D D MIERS D D 

CALIO • ~ D RICE D D 

CONNAUGHTON. Ii{ D RIDGE lit' D 

DANIELS D t;tf/ ROVE ril D 

FLEISCHER D IJt"' ! SPELLINGS [if D 

GERSON D D CLERK D 

GONZALES ti' D D D 

HAGIN D 0 D D 

HAWKINS rl D D D 

REMARKS: 
PLEASE SEND COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, EXT. 53458, FAX 56148, NO LATER THAN 3:00 PM 
THURSDAY,7-18-02, WITH COPY TO STAFF SECRETARY. THANK YOU. 

·RESPONSE: r 1f- (!Jtw~/) .• L-

Harriet E. Miers 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

July 17, 2002 
THE DIRECTOR 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Resolution HJ.Res, 87 - Yucca Mountain, Nevada, Nuclear Waste 
Repository 

Sponsors - Rep. Barton (R) TX andl 1 others 

Last Day for Action 

July24, 2002 - Wednesday 

Purpose 

_ Designates theYucca Mountain, Nevada, site as the location for a potential repository for 
spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive_ waste. 

Agency Recommendations 

,Office of Management and Budget 

Department of Energy (DOE) 
Department of the Interior 
Department of Transportation 
Council on Environmental Quality 
Departm~nt of Defense 
Department of Justice 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 
- Defers to DOE(Informally) 

No objection (Informally) 
No objection (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 

The Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 (NWP A) established a plan for the long-term 
disposal of spent nuclear fuel and high..,level radioactive waste. Specifically, it: (1) directed 
DOE to open a permanent geological repository for these materials by 1998; (2) imposed-fees on 
commercial generation of nuclear powerto fund this activity; and (3) established a process for 
selecting a repository site. The NWP A was amended in 1987 to limit DOE's site evaluation to 
Yucca Mountain, Nevada (located approximately 90 miles northwest of Las Vegas), and to 
subject that site to a series of intensive geological and hydrological studies. Based on its studies, 
DOE, in February 2002, recommended the designation of the Yucca Mountain site for 
development as the Nation's geological repository for spent nuclear fuel and high-level 
radioactive waste. You formally recommended the site to Congress on February 15, 2002. 



---------~--------------------~ 

The NWP A also provided a process Un.derwhich the State of Nevada could attempt to·· 
block the Yucca Mountain designation. In this regard, the Governor of Nevada, on April 8, 
2002, formally disapproved the site designation. The NWP A established procedures for 

· enactment of a joint resolution reaffirming the site ~esignation, notwithstanding the State's 
disapproval. 

H.J.Res. 87 designates the Yucca Mountain site as the location for a potential repository 
for spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste, thereby overriding the Governor of 
Nevada's veto of the site designation. Enactment ofH.J.Res. 87· will allow the required licensing 
process to move forward. Specifically, DOE is expected to submit a license application for the 
construction of the repository to the Nuclear Reg(ilatory Commission (NRC) in late 2004. NRC 
must determine whether to grant the license within four years. NRC's determination will be 
based on DO E's ability to demonstrate its compliance with NRC regulations, which require that 
the waste 1Tiaterlal can be received, possessed, and disposed of without unreasonable risk to 
public health and safety. The NRC regulations include stringent public health and environmental 
standards developed by the Environmental Protection Agency. Assuming that the Yucca 
Mountain site can meet NRC's regulations and is granted a construction license in 2007, the site 
is. expected to begin accepting waste in 2010. 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

In its views letter, DOE advises that the resolution "is in the best interest of America's 
national, energy, and homeland security, as well as environme1.1tal protection. ii We join DOE in . 

. recommending your approval of H.J.Res. 87, which passed the House by a vote of 306-117 and 
· the Senate by voice vote. · 

Enclosures 

'JA ~ ' ;(1. .· . . .. 0 ·. ·~ 
·vvr~~'(} 

Mitchell E: Daniels, Jr. 
Director· 



, 
Col~! 

SS/ RM NO. (522126 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Date: 7-17-02 11 :QO PM ACTION I CONCURRENCE I COMMENT DUE BY: 7-18-02, 3:00 PM 

Subject: H.J. RES. 87, YUCCA MOUNTAIN, NEVADA, NUCLEAR WASTE REPOSITQ~Y 
·.v<le: \,_~-l~-~ ~h.~§ ,~:~f 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT ~ D HUBBARD D D 

CARD ~ D IRASTORZA D D 

BARTLETT ~ D JOHNSON D D 

BLAKEMAN D D LINDSEY ~ D 

BOLTEN ii(' D MARBURGER mt' D 

BRIDGELAND D D MIERS D D 

CALIO ~ D RIC6 - ~ •• D 

CONNAUGHTON mt D RIDGE lw' D 

DANIELS D ~ ROVE ~ D 

FLEISCHER D mt" SPELLINGS tit D 

GERSON D D CLERK D 

GONZALES rr' D D D 
HAGIN D D D D 
HAWKINS rl D D D 

REMARKS: 
PLEASE SEND COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, EXT. 53458, FAX 56148, NO lATER THAN 3:00 PM 
THURSDAY, 7-18-02, WITH COPY TO STAFF SECRETARY. THANK YOU. 

RESPONSE: 

The NSC clears. 

July 1-8 I 2002 

Con;o~ 0Ri~ 
Assistant to the President for 

National Security Affairs 

Harriet E. Miers 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 

,. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OFTHE PRESIDENT' 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 2050~ 

July 17, 2002 
THE DIRECTOR 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Resolution HJ.Res. 87 - Yucca Mountain, Nevada, Nuclear Waste· 
Repository 

Sponsors - Rep. Barton (R) TX and 11 others 

Last Day for Action 

· : July24, 2002 - Wednesday 

Purpose 

Designates the Yucca Mountain, Nevada; site as the location for a potential repository for. 
spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department of Energy (DOE) · 
Department. of the Interior 
Department of Tnµ1sportation 
Council on Environmental Quality 
Department of Defense 
Department of Justice 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Nuclear Regulatory Commiss.ion 

Discussion . 

Approval 

Approval 
Defers to DOE (Informally) 
No objection (Informally) 
No objection (Informally) 
No comment ·(Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 

The Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 (NWPA) established a plan for the long~term 
disposal of spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste. Specifically, it: ( 1) directed 

·. DOE to.open a permanent geological repository for these materials by 1998; (2) imposed fees on 
. commercial.generation of nuclear power to.fund this activity; and {3) established a process for 
selecting a repository site. The NWP A was amended in 1987 to limit DOE's site evaluation to 

· Yucca Mountain, Nevada (located approximately 90 miles northwest of Las Vegas), and to 
subject that site to a series of intensive geological and hydrological studies: Based on its studies,. 
DOE, in February 2002, recominended the designation oftheY.ucca Mountain site for 
development as .. the Nation's geological repository for spent nuclear fuel and high-levei 

. radioactive waste. You formally recommended the site to Congress on February 15, 2002. 

: ~· 



The NWP A also provided a process under which the State of Nevada could attempt to 
block the Yucca Mountain designation. In this regard, the Governor of Nevada, on April 8, 
2002, formally disapproved the site designation. The NWP A established procedures for 
enactment of a joint resolution reaffirming the site designation, notwithstanding the State's 
disapproval. 

H.J.Res. 87 designates the Yucca Mountain site as the location for a potential repository 
for spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste, thereby overriding the Governor of 
Nevada's veto of the site designation. Enactment ofH.J.Res. 87 will allow the required licensing 
process to move forward. Specifically, DOE is expected to submit a license application for the 
construction of the repository to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) in late 2004. NRC 
must determine whether to grant the license within four years. NRC's determination will be 
l>ased on DO E's ability to demonstrate its compliance with NRC regulations, which require that 
the waste material can be received, possessed, and disposed of without unreasonable risk to 
public health and safety. The NRC regulations include stringent public health and environmental 
standards developed by the Environmental Protection Agency. Assuming that the. Yucca 
Mountain site can meet NRC's regulations and is granted a construction license in 2007, the site 
is expected to begin accepting waste in 2010. 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

In its views letter, DOE advises that the resolution "is in the best interest of America's 
national, energy, and homeland security, as well as environmental protection." We join DOE in 
recommending your approval of HJ.Res. 87, which passed the House by a vote of 306-11 7 and 
the Senate by voice vote. 

Enclosures 

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
. Director 

-2-



• Robinson, Maurice C. (RECORDS) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 

Kop~,. §µs9r1 J. (PROSTRAT) 
Thursday, July 18, 2002 9:04 AM 
Robinson, Maurice C. (RECORDS); Klotz, Frank G. (DEFENSE); Oxford, Vayl S. 
(PROSTRAT) 
@APNSA; @Defense; @EXECSEC; @ProStrat; @West Wing Desk; @UP 

Subject: RE: WH Referral #6147 - HJ Res 87, Yucca Mountain, Nevada, Nuclear Wast Repository 
[UNCLASSIFIED, Record] 

Clear for ProStrat 

-----Original· Message-----
From: Robinson, Maurice C. (RECORDS) 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2002 8:15 AM . 
To: Koch, Susan J. (PROSTRAT); Klotz, Frank G. (DEFENSE); Oxford, Vayl S. (PROSTRAT) 
Cc: @APNSA; @Defense; @EXECSEC; @ProStrat; @West Wing Desk; @UP 
Subject: WH Referral #6147 - HJ Res 87, Yucca Mountain, Nevada, Nuclear Wast Repository [UNCLASSIFIED, Record] 

Attached is WH Referral #6147 - HJ Res 87, Yucca Mountain, Nevada, Nuclear Wast Repository. 

Action: Oxford 

Concurrence: Klotz 
Koch,S. 

Comments are due NLT 3:00 p.m. 18 Jul 02. 

« File: WHR6147.tif » 
,, 

Please pass your comments via e-mail to West Wing Desk, and we will do the rest. 

1 



Robinson, Maurice C. (RECORDS} 

From: Miller, FranlWn c. (Dl;:FENSE) 
Thursday, July 18, 2002 9:20 AM Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Robinson; Maurice C. (RECORDS); Koch, Susan J. (PROSTRAT); Klotz, Frank G, 
(DEFENSE); Oxford, Vayl S. (PROSTRAT) 
@APNSA; @Defense; @EXECSEC; @ProStrat; @W,est Wing Desk; @UP 

Subject: RE: WH Referral #6147 - HJ Res 87, Yucca Mountain, Nevada, Nuclear Wast Repository 
[UNCLASSIFIED, Record] 

concurfor @defense 

· -----Original Message-----
From: Robinson, Maurice C. (RECORDS) 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2002 8:15 AM 
To: Koch, Susan J. (PROSTRAT); Klotz, Frank G, (DEFENSE); Oxford, Vayl S. (PROSTRAT) 
Cc: @APNSA; @Defense; @EXECSEC; @ProStrat; @West Wing Desk; @UP 
Subject: WH Referral #6147 - HJ Res 87, Yucca Mountain, Nevada, Nuclear Wast Repository [UNCLASSIFIED, Record] 

Attached is WH Referral #6147 - HJ Res 87, Yucca Mountain, Nevada, Nuclear Wast Repository. 

Action: Oxford 

Concurrence: Klotz 
Koch, S. 

Comments are due NLT 3:00 p.m.18 Jul 02. 

«.File: WHR6147.tif » 

Please pass your comments via e-mail to West Wing Desk, and we will do the rest. 

1· 



H.J.Res.87 

I 

<Bnr lltundrrd tSrllrnth <iongrrss 
of thr 

tlnitrd tStatrs of 5!mrrica 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

· Begun and held at the City of Washington on Wednesday, 
the twenty-third day of January, two thousand and two 

joint 1Rtsolution 
Approving the site at Yucca Mountain, Nevada, for the development of a repository 

for the disposal of high-level. radioactive waste and spent nuclear fuel,. pursuant 
to the Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982. · · 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That there hereby 
is approved the site at Yucca :Mountain, Nevada, for a repository, 
with respect to which a notice of disapproval was submitted by 
the Governor of the State of Nevada on April 8, 2002. 

'Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Vice President of the United States and 
President of the Senate. 



----- -----,------- --

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAG,EMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.c: 20503 

July 17 , 2 0 0 2 
THE. DIRECTOR 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
. . 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Resolution H.J.Res: 87 - Yucca Mountain, Nevada, Nuclear Waste 
Repository 

Sponsors - Rep. Barton (R) TXand 11 others 

Last Day for Action 

July24, 2002 - Wednesday 

Purpose 

Designates the Yucca Mountain, Nevada, site as the location for a potential repository for 
spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department of Energy. (DOE) 
Department of the Interior 
Department of Transp6rtati0,n 
Council on Environmental Quality . 
Department of Defense 
Department of Justice 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

biscussion 

Approvall 

Approvall 
. Defers to DOE (Informally). 
No objection (Informally) 
No objection (Informally) 
No comment (Informc:i.lly) 
No comment (Informally) 

· No comment (Inforpially) 
No comment (Informally) 

.. The Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 (NWP A) established a plan for the long-term· 
disposal of spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste: Specifically, it: (1) · dir:ected · 
DO~ to open a perma11ent geological repository for these materials by 1998; (2) imposed fees on· 

. commercial generation of nuclear power fo fund this activity; and (3) established a process for 
·selecting a: repository site. The NWP A was amended in 1987 to limit DO E's site evaluation to 
.Yucca Mountain, Nevada (located approximately 90 miles northwest of Las Vegas), and to 
subject that site to a.series of intensive geological arid hydrological studies. Based on its studies, 
DOE, in Febn;iary 2002, .recommended the designation of the Yucca Mountain site for 
development as the Nation's geological repositbry for spent nuc.lear fuel and high~level 
radioactive waste. You formally· recommended the site to Congress on February 15, 2002. 

' 

I 
• I 



. The NWPA also provided a process under which the State of Nevada could attemptto 
block the Yucca Mountain designation. In this regard, the Governor of Nevada, on April 8, 
2002, formally disapproved the site designation. The NWP A established procedures· for 
enactment of a joint resolution reaffirming the site designation, notwithstanding the State's . · · 
disapproval. 

. . 

H.J.Res. 87 designates theYucca Mountain site as the location for a potential repository 
for spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste, thereby overriding the Governor of 
Nevada's veto of the site designation. EnactmentofH.J.Res. 87 will allow the required licensing 
process to move forward. Specifically, DOE is expected to subrriit a license application for the 
construction of the repository to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) in late 2004. NRC·· 
must determine whether to -grant the license within four years. NRC's determination will be. 
based on DO E's ability to demonstrate its compliance with NRC regulations, which require that 
the waste material can be received, possessed, and disposed of without unreasonable risk to 
public health and safety. The NRC regulations include stringent public health and environmental 
standards developed by the Environmental Protection Agency. Assuming that the Yucca 

· Mountain site can meet NRC's regulations and is granted a construction license in 2007, the site 
is expected to begin accepting waste in 2010. 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

In its views letter, DOE advises that the resolution "is in the best interest of America's , 
national, energy, and homeland security, as well as environmental protection." We join DOEin 
recommending your approval of H.J .Res. 87 ~ which passed the House by a vote of 306-n 7 and 
the Senate by voice vote. · 

Enclosures 

]/Vt~-J 
Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director 

-2-
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·.:'''···:· ' .. ·. ·- . . . .. . .· 

Series: Subject Files -Saunders,G .. Timothy (Tim) -.BillFiles 

R~: 07f23/2002 [H .J: 87}[771343] . 
• - I' I 

. Acopy of the.report entitled "Approval of Yucca Mountain Site'' l(:iJth C:ongre~s 2d5ession 
House ofRepresentatives report, 107-425. ·Reportisinclud~datthislocation inthisfoldef. it 
wa.s ~otsq:inned. Contact the Ge()rge W. Bush Presidenti~IUbrary for more information' . . 
rE!gardiqgthis item, . . . . , . . 

' . ' ' ' 

In addition, more information regardingthis item may be found at . 



SS/ RM NO. . 522126 
----,---~--

WHITE HOUSE S.TAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Date: 7•17-02 1 ~ :00 PM 

Subject: H.J. RES. 87; YUCCA MOUNTAIN, NEVADA, NUCLEAR WASTE REPOSITORY 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI· 

• VICE PRESIDENT ,,/·. D ·HUBBARD D .. D 

CARD ·ts. ' ~· D IRASTORZA D D 

BARTLETT 
-~·· D JOHNSON D D 

BLAKEMAN :O D LINDSEY ~ D 

BOLTEN il' D MARBURGER le' D 

aRIDGELAND D D MIERS D D 

GALIC 
··~ D RICE D D 

CONNAUGHTON· 'ti( D RIDGE lil' D 

DANIELS D r/ .. · ROVE rJ/ D 

FLEISCHER ,0 lit" SPELLINGS rll' ·o 
GERSON o· D .CLERK D 

GONZALES II' D D D 
-HAGIN D D D D 
HAWKINS " D D D 

,REMARKS: . ,, 
PLEASE SEND COMMENTS TO JIM JUKES, EXT. 53458, FAX 56148, NO LATER THAN 3:00 PM 
THURSDAY, 7-18-02, WITH COPY TO STAFF SECRETARY. THANK YOU. . 

RESPONSE: 

.· '" , · .. ·. I' o' . 
Qt'-'~ . . I\\ 

Harriet E. Miers 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C .. 20503 

July 17, 2002 
THE DIRECTOR 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Resolution H.J.Res. 87 - Yucca Mountain, Nevada, Nuclear Waste 
Repository 

Sponsors - Rep. Barton (R) TX and 11 others 

Last Day for Action 

July 24, 2002 - Wednesday 

Purpose 

Designates the Yucca Mountain, Nevada, site as the location for a potential repository for 
spent nuclear fuel and high-levelradioactive waste. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department. of Energy (DOE) 
Department of the Interior 
Department of Transportation 
Council on Environmental Quality 
Department of Defense 
Departrrient of Justice 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Nudear R~gulatory Commission 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 
Defers to DOE (Infomially) 
No objection (Informally) 
No objection (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 

The Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 (NWP A) established a plan for the long-term 
disposal ofspent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste. Specifically, it: (1) directed 
DOE to open a permanent geological repository for these materials by 1998; (2) imposed fees on 
comm1ercial generation of nuclear power to fund this activity; and (3) established a process for 
selecting a repository site. The NWPA was amended in 1987 to limit DO E's site evaluation to 
Yucca Mountain, Nevada (located approximately 90 miles northwest of Las Vegas), and to 
subject that site to a series of intensive geological and hydrological studies. Based on its studies, 
DOE, in February 2002, recommended the designation of the Yucca Mountain site for 
development as the Nation's geological repository for spent nuclear fuel and high-level 
radioactive waste. You formally recommended the site to Congress on February 15, 2002. 



The NWP A also provided a process under which the State of Nevada could attempt to 
block the Yucca Mountain designation. In this regard, the Governor of Nevada, on April 8, 
2002, formally disapproved the site designation. The NWP A established procedures for 
enactment of a joint resolution reaffirming the site designation, notwithstanding the State's 
disapproval. 

H.J.Res. 87 designates the Yucca Mountain site as the location for a potential repository 
for spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste, thereby overriding the Governor of · 
Nevada's veto of the site designation. Enactment of H.J.Res, 87 will allow the required licensing 

· process to move forward. Specifically, DOE is expec;ed to submit a license application for the 
construction of the repository to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) in late 2004. NRC 

· must determine whether to grant the license within. four years. NRC's determination will be 
based on DO E's ability to demonstrate its compliance with NRC regulations, which require that 
the waste material can be received, possessed, and disposed of without unreasonable risk to 
public health and safety. The NRC regulations include stringent public health and environmental 
standards developed by the Environmental Protection Agency. Assuming that the Yucca 
Mountain site can meet NRC's regulations and is granted a construction license in 2007, the site 
is expected to begin accepting waste in 2010. 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

In its views letter, DOE advises that the resolution "is in the best interest of America's 
national, energy, and homeland security, as well as environmental protection." We join DOE in 
recommending your approval ofH.J.Res. 87, which passed the House by a vote of 306-117 and 
the Senate by voice vote. 

Enclosures 

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director 

-2-
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