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H.R. 802 would estabhsh a Medal of Valor ReV1ew Board (the Board) that would be
composed of 11 members who would each serve 4-year terms. The members of the Board would
be required to be individuals with knowledge and expertise, either by experience or training, in
the field of public safety. Members would be appointed as follows: (1) two each by the majority
and minority leaders of the Senate; (2) two each by the Speaker and the minority leader of the -
House of Representatives; and (3) three by the President, mcludmg one each with experience in
firefighting, law enforcement and emergency services.

H.R. 802 would require the Board to meet at least twice each year. The initial meeting of
the Board would have to be convened not later than 90 days after the appointment of the last
member of the Board. Thereafter, the Board would be required to meet at the call of the
Chairman of the Board, who would be elected by the members of the Board.

Not more than once each year, the Board would be required to present to the Attorney
General the name or names of those it recommends as'Medal of Valor recipients. The enrolled
bill would not require the Board to select any recipients, but it could not select more than five = -
annually. The Attorney General could in extraordinary cases increase the number of recipients in
a given year. The bill would authorize the Board to conduct hearings and collect information
from Federal agencies to evaluate the applications of prospective recipients. Witnesses requested
to appear before the Board could be paid, from funds appropriated to the Board, the same fees as
are paid to witnesses at U.S. Courts. The Board would be required to consult with the Institute of
Heraldry within the Department of Defense regarding the design and artistry of the Medal of
Valor. The Board could also consider suggestions received by the Department of Justice
regarding the design of the medal, including suggestlons made by persons who are not
Department employees ‘

‘ H.R. 802 would establish within the Department of Justice a National Medal of Valor
Office to provide staff support to the Board in order to establish criteria and procedures for the
submission of recommendations of nominees for the Medal of Valor and for the final design of
the medal. The enrolled bill would require the Board to select candidates as recipients of the
 Medal of Valor from among applications received by the National Medal of Valor Office.

H.R. 802 would authorize appropriations of such sums as may be necessary to the
Attorney General to carry out the provisions of the bill. The bill would require each member of
the Board to be compensated at a per diem rate equivalent to the annual rate of basic pay for level.
IV of the Executive Schedule ($125,700) for each day he or she is performing the duties of the
_ Board. Members of the Board who are officers or employees of the United States, a State, or a
local government could not receive any compensation in addition to that received forthose =
services. :




H.R. 802 would repeal a provision in the Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act of 1974
which authorizes the President to present a "President's Award for Outstanding Public Safety -
* Service." According to the House committee report on H. R. 802, the intent of the repeal isto
"replace that earlier attempt by Congress to create a national medal for law enforcement.”
(The Federal Emergency Management Agency adv1ses informally that no Pre51dent1al awards
have been issued under this current authorlty ) '

, Conclusion and Recommendations

Justice recommends approval of the enrolled bill. In‘its views letter Justice states that

the enrolled bill "would provide appropriate and well-deserved recognition to public safety -~
officers who demonstrate 'extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty."" The o
Department, however, advises that "the creation by statute of a new office within the Justice - =
: Department for the purposes set forth in H.R. 802, however. laudable, is unnecessary," and that
providing the Attorney General discretion to assign responsibilities within an existing office or
offices would have been preferable. Justice also advises that the Department's FY 2002 budget '
" "does not include funding for this activity." - This Office believes the initial costs are likely to be

- minimal and can be met within existing and proposed Justice resources. The need for any -

: add1t1onal funding can be addressed durlng formulat1on of the FY 2003 budget '

We join Justice in recommendmg approval of HR. 802 which passed the: House by a vote
of 414-0 and the Senate by unanlmous consent e ’
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Mltchell E Danlels Jr.
D1rector
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U.S. Department of Justice
Office of Legislative Affairs

Office of the Assistant Attorney General _ Washington, D.C. 20530
May 18, 2001 -

The Honorable Mitchell Daniels, Jr.
Director

Office of Management and Budget
Washington, DC 20503

| Dear Mr. Daniels:

- This responds to your request for the views of the Department of Justice on
enrolled bill H.R. 802, the “Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor Act of 2001.” We
support this important legislation, which would provide appropriate and well- deserved
recognition to public safety officers who demonstrate “extraordinary valor above and
beyond the call of duty.” We have two concerns about the measure that we would like to
bring to your attention. Neither concern merits disapproval of the enrolled bill, however.
We therefore recommend that the President approve it.

First, section 7 would establish within this Department a “national medal office.”
The office would provide staff assistance to the Medal of Valor Review Board =~
(established by section 3 of the bill) and would “establish criteria and procedures for the :
submission of recommendations of nominees for the Medal of Valor.” The creation by
statute of a new office within the Justice Department for the purposes set forth in
H.R. 802, however laudable, is unnecessary. We would have preferred, instead, that the
enrolled bill provide the Attorney General with discretion to assign the responsibilities
that would otherwise be vested in the new national medal office to such existing office or -
offices within the Department as he deems appropriate. |

Second, although section 6 of the enrolled bill authorizes appropriations of “such
sums as may be necessary” to implement the legislation, the Department’s budget for FY
2002 does not include funding for this activity. We look forward to workmg with you to
secure adequate funding to implement this legislation.




Thank you for your attention to this matter. If we may be of additional assistance,
we trust that you will not hesitate to call upon us.

Sincerely,

Daniel J. Bryant
Assistant Attorney General
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THE BELL IS HERE

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

- WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

~"}'rHéonaEcToa . : . ~  May 24, 2001

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

- SUB‘JECT: ~Enrolled Bill H. R 802 - Public. Safety Ofﬁcer Medal of Valor Act of 2001
S e Sponsors - Rep Smrth (R) Texas and 4 cosponsors

‘Last Day for Action

g May 30, 2001 - Wedne}sday‘_
Purpose ‘ | |
(1) Authorizes the President to award a Medal ‘of Valor to publicsafety ofﬁcers wno

- display extraordlnary valor; and (2) establishes a Medal of Valor Review Board to recommend
~award rec1p1ents to the Attorney General.

L

' AgencyRecommendations

- Office of Management and Budget , .. . Approval
' "iDepartment"of Justice o o Approval
~‘Department of Defense = L v Approval (Informally)
Department of the Interior . Defers to Justice (Informally)
- Office of Government Ethics ' - Defersto J ustice (Informally)
~ Department of the Treasury o ~ No comment (Informally)
' _Federal Emergency Management Agency ‘ -+ No comment (Informally)
Office of Personnel Management | ) - No comment (Informally) -
’D‘i’scussion“ -

_ HR. 802 would authorize the Presrdent to award and present in the name of Congress a
Medal of Valor to public safety officers cited by the Attorriey General; upon the recommendation
.of a Medal of Valor Review Board, for extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty.
~ The Public Safety Medal of Valor could be awarded after September 1, 2001, and would be "the

- highest national award for valor by a public safety officer." Public safety officers would include
- persons serving a public agency, with or without compensation, as firefighters, law enforcement
~ officers, or.emergency services officers. ‘Law-enforcement officers could include persons who
.serve as correctlons or court officers or as civil defense ofﬁcers :




"H.R. 802 would establish a Medal of Valor Revrew Board (the Board) that would be

composed of 11 members who would each serve 4-year terms. The members of the Board would S

~ be required to be individuals with knowledge and expertrse either by experience or trammg, 111
~ the field of public safety. Members would be appointed as follows: (H two each by | the majorrty B

| “-and minority leaders of the Senate; (2) two each by the Speaker and the mmorrty leader of the

House of Representatives; and (3) three by the President, mcludmg one each w1th experlence in o
ﬁreﬁghtmg, law enforcement and emergency services. : '

H R. 802 would require the Board to meet at least twice: each year The 1n1t1al meetmg of e

‘the Board would have to be convened not later than 90 days after the appointment of the last '
. member of the Board. Thereafter, the Board would be requlred to meet at the call of the

: Charrman of the Board, who would be elected by the members of the Board '

Not more than once each year, the Board would be requrred to present to the Attomey

R ,General the name or names of those it- recommends as Medal of Valor recipients. The enrolled
" bill would not require the Board to select any recipients, but it could not select more than five

e annually ‘The Attorney General could in extraordinary cases increase the number of recipients in e |

a given year. The bill would authorize the Board to conduct hearmgs and collect information™ .~
from Federal agencies to evaluate the applications of prospective recipients. Witnesses requested L

< 'to appear before the Board could be paid, from funds appropriated to the Board, the same feesas =

are paid to witnesses at U.S. Courts. The Board would be requited to consult with the lnstrtute of =
* Heraldry within the Department of Defense regardmg the design and artistry of the Medal of -
~ Valor. The Board could also consider suggestions received by the Department of Justice o
: regardmg the design of the medal mcludmg suggestlons made. by persons who are not e
S »'Department employees :

H R. 802 would establish within the Department of” Justrce a Natronal Medal of Valor

E Ofﬁce to provrde staff support to the Board in order to establish criteria and procedures for the -

: ,Zsubmlssron of recommendations of nommees for the Medal of Valor and for the final desrgn of
the medal. The enrolled. bill would require the Board to select candidates as recipients of the
:’Medal of Valor from among applrcatrons recerved by the National Medal of Valor Ofﬁce . E

} "H.R. 802 would authorlze approprlatrons of such sums as may be necessary to: the
, Attomey General to carry out the provisions of the bill. The bill would require each member of
‘the Board to be compensated at a per diem rate equivalent to the annual rate of basic' pay for level
1V.of the Executive Schedule ($125,700) for each day he or she is performing the duties of the o
Board. Members of the Board who are officers-or employees of the United States, a State, or a .
. loeal’ government could not receive any compensatron in addrtlon to ‘that recerved for those ERTRS
- services. ' : : R



'HR. 802 would repeal a provrsron in the Federal Frre Prevention and Control Act of 19740_-‘,‘ e
e Wl’llCh authorizes the President to present a "President's. Award for Outstanding Pubhc Safety Gy

~Service." According to the House committee report on H.R. 802, the intent of the repeal isto
- "replace that earlier attempt by Congress to ‘Creaté a national medal for law enforcement.” _
3 (The'Federal Emergency Management Agency adv1ses 1nforrnally that no Presrdentral awards '
‘ -have been 1ssued under this current authorlty ) ‘ : :

SO VCOnclu»s1on and‘Recommendatlons

, J ustrce recommends approval of the enrolled brll In its vrews letter J ustlce states that o
.« the enrolled bill "would provide appropriate and well deserved. recognition to- pubhc safety

' "ofﬁcers who demonstrate 'extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty" The
- Department, however, advises that "the creat1on by statute of a new office within the Justrce :
“Department for the purposes set forth in H.R. 802, however: laudable, is unnecessary," and that T

o - providing the Attorney General discretion to. ass1gn responsrbrllues within an ex1stmg ofﬁce or ..

~offices would have been preferable. Justice also advises that the Department s FY 2002 budget

~ "does not include funding for this activity." “This.Office believes the 1n1t1al costs are hkely to be S

- minimal and can'be met within existing and proposed Justice resources. The need for any
:addmonal fundrng can be addressed durrng formulatron of the FY 2003 budget

‘ We join’ Justice in recommendlng approval of H. R 802 Wh1ch passed the House by a Vote*'
e -of 414 0 and the Senate by unammous consent et ol

W{'Q Q /

,‘ “‘ M1tchellE Damels .lr
L Dlrector
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_H.R.802

@nz Hundrzd o%zuznth (Zungrzss
~ofthe
Anited States of America

AT THE FIRST SESSION

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Wednesday,
the third day of January, two thousand and one

An Act

To authorize the Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor, and for other purposes."

. Be it enacted by the Senate ‘and House of Representatives of ,
- the United States of America in Congress assembled, -

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. .

This Act may be cited as the “Public Safety Officer Medal'

of Valor Act of 2001”.
SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF MEDAL.

After September 1, 2001, the President may award, and present
in the name of Congress a Medal of Valor of appropnate design,
with ribbons and appurtenances, to a public safety officer who
is cited by the Attorney General, upon the recommendation of
the Medal of Valor Review Board, for extraordinary valor above
and beyond the call of duty. The Public Safety Medal of Valor

.. shall be the highest national award for valor by a pubhc safety

officer.
SEC. 3. MEDAL OF VALOR BOARD.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF BOARD —There is estabhshed a Medal ‘

of Valor Review Board (hereinafter in this Act referred to as the
“Board”), which shall be composed of 11 members appointed in
accordance with subsection (b) and shall conduct its business in
accordance with this Act.

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) MEMBERS.—The members of the Board shall be md1v1d- :

uals with knowledge or expertise, whether by experience or
training, in the field of public safety, of which—
(A) two shall be appointed by the majority leader of
the Senate;
(B) two shall be appomted by the minority leader of
the Senate;
(C)-two shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House
of Representatives;
(D) two shall be appointed by the minority leader of
the House of Representatives; and
(E) three shall be appointed by the Pre31dent mcludmg
one with experience in firefighting, one with experience
in law enforcement, and one with expenence in emergency
services.
- (2) TERM.—The term of a Board member shall be 4 years.
(3) VACANCIES.—Any vacancy in the membership of the

" Board shall not affect the powers of the Board and shall be

filled in the same manner as the cngmal appomtment

7N
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H.R.802—2

(4) OPERATION OF THE BOARD.—

, (A) CHAIRMAN.—The Chairman of the Board shall be
elected by the members of the Board from among the
members of the Board.

(B) MEETINGS.—The Board shall conduct its first
meeting not later than 90 days after the appointment of
the last member appointed of the initial group of members
appointed to the Board. Thereafter, the Board shall meet
at the call of the Chairman of the Board. The Board shall
meet not less often than twice each year.

(C) VOTING AND RULES.—A majority of the members
shall constitute a quorum to conduct business, but the
Board may establish a' lesser quorum for conducting
hearings scheduled by the Board. The Board may establish
by majority vote any other rules for the conduct of the
Board’s business, if such rules are not 1ncon51stent with
this Act or other apphcable law.

(c) DuriEs.—The Board shall select candidates as recipients
of the Medal of Valor from among those applications received by
the National Medal of Valor Office. Not more often than. once
each year, the Board shall present to the Attorney General the
' name or names of those it recommends as Medal of Valor recipients..
_In a given year, the Board shall not be required to select any
recipients but may not select more than 5 recipients. The Attorney
General may in extraordinary cases increase the number of recipi-
ents in a given year. The Board shall set an annual timetable
for fulfilling its duties under this Act.

(d) HEARINGS.— ,

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Board may hold such hearings, sit
and act at such times and places, administer such oaths, take
such testimony, and receive such evidénce as the Board con-
siders advisable to carry out its duties.

(2) WITNESS EXPENSES.—Witnesses requested to appear
before the Board may be paid the same fees as are paid to
witnesses under section 1821 of title 28, United States Code.
The per diem and mileage allowances- for witnesses shall be
paid from funds appropriated to the Board.

(e) INFORMATION FROM FEDERAL AGENCIES.—The Board may
secure directly from any Federal department or agency such
information as the Board considers necessary to carry out its duties.
Upon the request of the Board, the head of such department or-
agency may furnish such information to the Board.

(f) INFORMATION To BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL.—The Board shall
not disclose any information which may compromise an ongoing
law enforcement investigation or is otherwise required by law to
be kept confidential.

SEC. 4. BOARD PERSONNEL MATTERS.

(a) COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS.—(1) Except as provided in
paragraph (2), each member of the Board shall be compensated.
at a'rate equal to the daily equivalent of the annual rate of basic
pay prescribed for level IV of the Executive Schedule under section
5315 of title 5, United States Code, for each day (including' travel
time) during which such member is engaged in the performance
of the duties of the Board.

-
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(2) All members of the Board who serve as officers or employees
of the United States, a State, or a local government, shall serve
without compensation in addition to that received for those services.

(b) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—The members of the Board shall be
allowed travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of subsistence,
at rates authorized for employees of agencies under subchapter
I of chapter 57 of title 5, United States Code, while away from
their homes or regular places of business in the performance of

" service for the Board. ‘

SEC. 5. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER.—The term “public safety
officer” means a person serving a public agency, with or without
compensation, as a firefighter, law enforcement officer, or emer-
gency services officer, as determined by the Attorney General.
For the purposes of this paragraph, the term “law enforcement
officer” includes a person who is a corrections or court officer
or a civil defense officer.

(2) STATE.—The term “State” means each of the several
States of the United States, the District of Columbia, the
Commonwealth of Puerto R1co the Virgin Islands, Guam, Amer-
1c:11n gamoa and the Commonwealth of the Northern Manana
Islands -

SEC. 6. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS,

There are authorized to be appropriated to the Attorney General
such sums as may be necessary to carry out this Act.-

SEC. 7. NATIONAL MEDAL OF VALOR OFFICE.

There is established within the Department. of Justice a
National Medal of Valor Office. The Office shall provide staff sup-
port to the Board to establish criteria and procedures for the submis-

sion of recommendations of nominees for the Medal of Valor and
for the final design of the Medal of Valor.

SEC. 8. CONFORMING REPEAL.

Section' 15 of the Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act
of 1974 (15 U.S.C. 2214) is amended— ,

(1) by striking subsection (a) and inserting the following
new subsection (a):

“(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is hereby established an honorary
award for the recognition of outstanding and distinguished service
by public safety officers to be known as the Director’'s Award For
Distinguished Public Safety Service (‘Director's Award’).”; '

(2) in subsection (b)}—

(A) by striking paragraph (1); and
(B) by striking “(2)”;

(3) by striking subsections (¢) and (d) and redesignating
subsections (e), (f), and (g) as subsections (c), (d), and (e),
respectively; and

(4) in subsection (c), as so redesignated—

(A) by striking paragraph (1); and
" (B) by striking “(2)".

SEC. 9. CONSULTATION REQUIREMENT.

The Board shall consult with the Institute of Heraldry within
the Department of Defense regarding the design and artistry of
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the Medal of Valor. The Board may also consider suggestions
received by the Department of Justice regarding the design of
the medal, including those made by persons not employed by the
Department. ' . '

Proeiiont of e 8 T
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
’OFFlCE OF MANAGEMENT AND :BUDGET
" " WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 ‘

- b'THéDIR_EGTOR";‘L‘ ~ o " May 24, 2001

' MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

- SUBJECT: Enrolled Bili HLR. 802 - Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor Act of 2001
: . Sponsors - Rep. Smith (R) Texas and 4 cosponsors - .- .. ‘

| Lésf Day for Actioﬁ »
" May 30, 2001 - Wednesday

Pumbse
| (1) Authorizes the President to award a Medal of Valor to‘publié'safety officers whd |
- display extraordinary valor; and (2) establishes a Medal of Valor Review Board to recommend
- award recipients to the Attorney General.. ‘ ST : '

‘ Agency Recommendations

. Office of Management and Budget' .» R ' Apprc‘)'v»alz

‘Departﬁje:nt of Justice . L Appfoval «

' Department of Defense o ' - Approval (Informally)

‘ Depm’tment.of the Interior =~ * : - Defers to Justice (Infprmally)

- Office of Government Ethics , . Defers to Justice (Informally)

- Department of the Treasury B " No comment (Informally)

- Federal Emergency Management Agency - - .. No comment (Informally)
Office of Personnel Management - . . . ‘ " No comment (Iﬂformal_ly) o

N DiScussioh‘v

© '+ HR. 802 would authorize the President to award, and present in the name of Congress,a
" Medal of Valor to public safety officers cited by the Attorney General, upon the recommendation
" of a Medal of Valor Review Board, for extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty.
" 'The Public Safety Medal of Valor could be awarded after September 1, 2001, and would be "the -
highest national award for valor by a public safety officer." Public safety officers would include -
 persons serving a public agency, with or without compensation, as firefighters, law enforcement
- officers, or erﬁerg‘eﬁc‘y services officers. Law enforcement officers could include persons who
serve as corrections or court officers or as civil defense officers. - SR :
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H. R 802 would establish a Medal of Valor Revrew Board (the Board) that would be L
-composed of 11 members who would eachserve 4-year terms. The members; of the Board would
be réquired to be 1nd1v1duals with knowledge and expertise, either by experience or tramrng, in

 @oos -

the field of publlc safety. Members would be appointed as follows: (1) two each by the majority - -

and minority leaders of the Senate; (2) two each by the Speaker and the minority leader of the
House of Representatives; and (3)- three by the President, mcludrng one each with experrence n
ﬁreﬁghtmg, law enforcement and emergency services. .

“H. R 802 would requrre the Board to meet at least twice each year.. The initial meeting of

~ the Board would have to be convened not later than 90 days after the appointment of the last
" 'member of the Board. Thereafter, the Board would be required to meet at the call of the

Charrman of the Board who would be elected by the members of the Board

N

Not more than once each year the Board would be requlred to present to the Attorney
General the:name or names of those it recommends as Medal of Valor recipients. The enrolled

- bill would not require the Board to select any rec1p1ents but it could not select more than five -

annually. The Attorney General could in extraordinary cases increase the number of recipients in

“ ‘a given year. The bill would authorlze the Board to'conduct hearings and collect mformatron

from Federal agencies to evaluate the applications of prospective recipierits: Witnesses requested ‘

_to appear before the Board could be paid, from funds appropriated to the Board, the same fees as
are paid to witnesses at U.S. Courts. The Board would be required to consult with the Institute of -
: Heraldry within the Department- of Defense regarding the design and artrstry of the Medal of =

Valor. The Board could also consider suggestions received by the Department of Justice

- regarding the design of the medal, mcludmg suggesttons made by persons who are not
: Department employees . . :

k H. R 802 would establish within the Department of J ustlce a Natlonal Medal of Valor v
. Office to provide staff support to the Board in order to establish criteria and procedures for the

- submission of recommendations of nominees for the Medal of Valor and for the final design of

- the medal. The enrolled bill would require the Board to select candidates as recipients of the

Medal of Valor from among apphcatrons recerved by the Nattonal Medal of Valor Ofﬁce

H R. 802 would authorrze approprratlons of such sums as may be necessary to the
Attorney General to carry out the provisions of the bill. The bill would require each member of

the Board to be compensated at a per diem’ rate equiv alent to the annual rate of’ basic pay for. level
TV of the Executive Schedule ($125,700) for each day he or she is performmg the duties of the.
~ Board. ‘Members of the Board who are officers or employees of the United States, a State, or a
“local govemment could not receive any compensatlon in addmon to that recerved for those
. services. : :
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\ - H.R. 802 would repeal a provision in the Federal Frre Prevention and Control Act of 1974
- which: authorizes the President to present a "President's Award for Outstanding Public Safety :
Service." Accordmg to the House committee report on H.R. 802, the intent of the repealisto e
"replace that earlier attempt by Congress to create a national medal for law enforcement.” . /
~ (TheF ederal Emergency Management Agency advises mformally that no Presrdentlal awards :
f have been rssued under this: current authorrty ) : s

B 'Conelusion and Rec’ommendatrons l

Justrce recommends approval of the enrolled bill. In its views letter Justice states that -
- the enrolled bill "would provide appropriate and well-deserved recognition to public safety
officers who demonstrate 'extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty." The ‘
- Department, however, advises. that "the creation by statute of a new office within the Justice"
- Department for the purposes set forth in H.R. 802, however laudable, is unnecessary," and that _
_providing the Attorney General discretion to assign responsibilities within an existing office or
“offices would have been preferable. Justice also advises that the Department's FY 2002 budget B
“does not include funding for this activity.” This Office belicves the 1n1t1al costs are likely to be
minimal and can be met within existing and proposed Justice resources. The need for any ‘
addrtlonal funding can be. addressed durmg forrnulatron of the FY 2003 budget

We Jom Justice in recommendmg approval of H R. 802 whrch passed the House by a vote
of 414 0 and the Senate by unanimous consent. : :

L 'W{M )
Mttchell E. Damels Jr.

‘Director v

‘Enclosures =




: WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

Document No.

: ::Date 5/24/01 - ' ACTION / CONCURRENCE / COMMENT DUEBY: 5/25/01 BY 11 30

SUbject 2001

ENROLLED BILL H.R. 802 PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER MEDAL OF VALOR ACT OF T

& | ACTION  FYI ACTION - FYI * '
) VICE PRESIDENT L)/C/D/; ‘O IRASTORZA o
H,'CARD 0L’” 4 O ’:JOHNSON w/c_, D/ O {
HUGHES o o """LA MONTAGNE o t_ [!/ o
ROVE 7 o LINDSEY L)/L ® O
“’BCLTEN ole W O MIERS - 5 O [ |
| HAGIN com o & ree : o D
DANIELS z O “‘HUBBARD : / O |
' ATBLlAVKEMA‘N o o o o o
| cauo V- . =R =
| FLeiscHER o & o - El
: GONZALES WMM ) o o D ‘\
HAWKINS { o ‘oo
REMARKS |

Please. senrd your comments d:rectly to the Staff Secretary, x62702 no Iater than 11: 30 a.m.,

Frlday, May 25 2001 Thank you,

RESPONSE:

Harriet E. Miers:
Assistant to the President -
~and Staff Secretary
Ext. 62702~
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EXECUTIVE OFFlCE OF THE PRESlDENT
 OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET -
WASHINGTON D.c. 20503

-“‘THEDIR‘ECTO‘R’ B | May. 24,, 2001

o MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

; LSUBJECT; s Enrolled Brll H. R 802 - Public- Safety Officer Medal of Valor Act of 2001
IR I Sponsors Rep. Smrth (R) Texas and4cosponsors ;

Last Day tlfor‘ Actron :
: May30, 2001 : ;Wednesday»:
m v . o
e () Authorlzes the Presrdent to award a Medal of Valor to pubhc safety ofﬁcers yvho

- display extraordrnary valor; and 2 estabhshes a Medal of. Valor Revrew Board to’ recommend
-award recrprents to the Attomey General. ' -

“Agency Recommendatlon .

, ;Ofﬁce of Management and Budget RN . ApproValN '
" “Department of Justice R RTINS Approval
" Department of Defense - R R .- Approval (Informally)
' Department of the Interior - - = . ~ Defers to Justice (Informally)
" Office of Government Ethics , R ~ Defers-to Justice (Informally) -
L 'Department of the Treasury o PIER ~*No comment (Informally)
- - Federal Emergency Management: Agency Lo e ,No, comment/(Inforrnall_y) ‘
_Office of' Personnel Management . .. .. No cor?nment (Informally)

‘.‘Disc'ussion S

. H R. 802 would authorlze the Presrdent to award and present in the name of Congress a-
) Medal of Valor to public safety officers cited by the Attorney General, upon the recommendation |

- of a Medal of Valor Review Board, for extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of: duty.

: The Public Safety Medal of Valor could be awarded after September 1, 2001, and would be "the
highest national award for valor by a public safety officer.”: Public safety officers would include’
“persons servrng a public agency; with or without compensation, as ﬁreﬁghters law enforcement - *
" officers, or emergency services officers. Law enforcement ofﬁcers could 1nclude persons who

s erve as correctlons or court. ofﬁcers or as civil defense ofﬁcers : ‘




H R 802 would establish a Medal of Valor Review Board (the Board) that would be
composed of 11 members who would each. serve 4-year terms. The members of the Board Would
be required to be individuals with knowledge and expertise, cither by experience or tralnmg, in:

. the field of public safety. Members would be appomted as follows:- (1) two each by ‘the majorrty
and minority leaders of the Senate; (2) two each by the- Speaker and the minority leader of the -
‘House of Representatlves and (3) three by the President, 1nc1ud1ng one each wrth experlence m o
ﬁreﬁghtmg, law enforcement, and emergency services. :

" H.R. 802 would require the Board to meet.at le,ast,twi‘c,e'each year.: The initi;aiv—meeting of

- the Board would have to be convened not later than 90 days after the appointment of the ’last -

member of the Board. Thereafter, the Board would be required to meet at the call of the
Chalrman of the Board, Who would be elected by the members of the Board '

Not more than once each year, the Board would be requrred to present to the Attomey
- General the name or names of those it recommends as Medal of Valor re01plents ‘The enrolled
bill would not require the Board to select any recipients, but it could not select more than five =
annually. The Attorney General could in extraordinary cases increase the number of recipients 1n

- --a-given year. The bill would authorize the Board to conduct hearings and collect information ,

from Federal agencies to evaluate the apphcatrons of prospective recipients.. Wltnesses requested
~ to appear before the Board could be paid, from funds appropriated to the Board, the same fees as
are paid to witnesses at U.S. Courts.. The Board would be required to consult with the Institute of i

. Heraldry within the Department of Defense regardmg the design and artistry of the Medal of

Valor. The Board could also consider suggestions received by the Department of J ustice . .
regarding the design of the medal, mcludmg suggesnons made by persons ‘who are: not R
Department employees : : Conlen

H R. 802 would estabhsh within the Department of Justice a Natlonal Medal of Valor
Ofﬁce to prov1de staff support to the Board in- order to establish criteria and procedures for. the
submission of recommendations of nominees for the Medal of Valor and for the final design of
. the medal. The enrolled bill would require the Board to select candidates as recipients of the ,' I
-+ Medal of Valor from: among apphcatrons recetved by the Natronal Medal of Valor Ofﬁce

~H.R. 802 would authorize approprratrons of such sums as may be necessary to the Lo
: 'V'Attomey General to carry out the provisions of the bill. The bill would require each member of

the Board to be compensated at a per diem rate equiv alent to the annual rate of basic pay for level by

IV of the Executive Schedule ($125, 700) for each day he or she is performing the duties of the

~ Board. Members of the Board who are officers or employees of the United States a State, or a
local govemment could not receive any compensatlon in addltlon to that recelved for those
‘servrces :




H.R. 802 would repeal a prov1sron in- the Federal Fire Preventron and Control Act of 1974
which authorizes the President to present a "President's Award for Outstanding Pubhc Safety
Service." According to the House committee report on-H.R. 802, the intent of the repeal isto~
“replace that earlier attempt by Congress to create a natlonal medal for law enforcement.”
(The Federal Emergency Management Agency advises 1nformally that no Presrdentral awards’
have been 1ssued under this current authorlty ) :

‘ Conclusion and Recommendations’ =

Justrce recommends approval of the enrolled b111 Inits views letter Justrce states that
the enrolled bill "would provide appropriate and. well- deserved recognltron to public safety
officers who demonstrate 'extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty.”" The

’ "'Department however, advises that "the creation by statute of a-new ofﬁce within the Justice

Department for the purposes set forth in H.R. 802, however laudable; is- unnecessary,". and that -
providing the Attomey General discretion to assign respon51b111t1es within an exrstlng office or
-offices would have been preferable. J ustice also advises that the Department's FY 2002 budget
"does not include funding for this act1v1ty This Office believes the initial costs are likely to be
* minimal and can be met within existing and proposed Justice resources. ‘The need for any
' additional fundmg can be addressed durrng formulatron of the FY 2003 budget

We Jorn Justice i in recommendrng approval of H R 802 wh1ch passed the House by a vote |
'v'of 414-0. and the Senate by unanimous consent : -

wew/

i MltchellE Danrels Jr
Dlrector

Enclosures -




THE ENROMD BILL ES HERE

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFlCE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

WASHINGTON DC 20503 '

THEDIRECTOR May 2-‘4,»2,0»01

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT R

-,;SUBJ»ECT;" Enrolled Bill HR. 802 - Public Safety Officer Medal ofValor Act of2001

s Sponsors Rep Smith (R) Texas and 4 cosponsors :

’ :Last Dav for Actlon

May 30, 2001 Wednesday

: » : Pumose

(l) Authorlzes the President to award a Medal of Valor to pubhc safety ofﬁcers who

. dlsplay extraordlnary valor; and (2) establishes a Medal of Valor Rev1ew Board to recommend

award rec1p1ents to the Attorney General o

’ ‘A‘gencyRecOmmendatlons e

© Office of Management andiBudget‘ ) ST e ~Approval
i ‘;De'partr‘nent ‘odesti_ce’ o . .- Approval
-Department of Defense S - Approval (Informally) .
~Department of the Interior .~~~ .- - Defers to Justice (Informally)” =
~Office of Government Ethics -~ . S Defers to Justice ‘(Informally)
' Department of the Treasury ’ o - No comment (Informally)
" Federal Emergency Management Agency S L No comment (Informally)
S . Office of Personnel Management. - - o No comment (Informally)
Discussion

, H R‘ 802 would authorize the President to award, and present in the name of’ Congress a
 Medal of Valor to public safety officers cited by the Attorney General, upon the recommendatlon

of a Medal of Valor Review Board, for extraordlnary valor above and beyond the call of duty. -

The Public Safety-Medal of Valor could be awarded after September 1, 2001, and would be "the .
»’hrghest national award for valor by a pubhc safety officer." Public safety officers would mclude R

s -persons servmg a pubhc agency, with or without compensation, as firefighters, law enforcement T
o fofﬁcers or-emergency services officers. Law enforcement ofﬁcers could include persons who

serve as cotrections or'court ofﬁcers or as c1v11 defense officers.”




‘ "H.R. 802 would establish a Medal of Valor Rev1ew Board (the Board) that would be e
composed of 11 members who would each serve 4-year terms. The members of the Board would”
be required to be individuals with knowledge and expertrse either by experrence or training, in
the field of publlc safety. Members would be appointed as follows: (1) two each by the majorrty
~ and mmorlty leaders of the Senate; (2) two each by the Speaker and the minority leader of the

- -House of Representatives; and (3) three by the President, including one each w1th experlence in - L

ﬁreﬁghtrng, law, enforcement and emergency services.

3 HR. «802 would requlre‘the Board to:meet at least_,twi“ce‘eachiyear. The initi,al‘fmeetijn?‘g of’ L

~ the "Board' would have to be convened not later than 90 days after the appointment of the last
member of the Board. Thereafter, the Board would be requrred to meet at the call of the :

o Charrrnan of the Board who would be elected by the members of the Board

Not more than once each year, the Board would be required to present to the Attorney

" General the name or names of those it recommends as Medal of Valor recipients. The enrolled
~_bill would not require the Board to select any recipients, but'it could not select more than ﬁve

. annually. The Attorney General could in extraordinary cases increase the number of re01p1ents 1n -
‘a given year. The bill would authorize the Board to conduct hearmgs and collect information

. from Federal agencres to evaluate the apphcatlons of prospective recipients.. Witnesses requested ST
-+ to appear before the Board could be paid, from funds appropriated to the Board, the same fees as
are paid to witnesses at U.S. Courts. The Board would be required to consult with the Instltute of (' o

Heraldry within the Department of Defense regarding the design’ and artistry of the’ Medal of .
Valor." The Board.could also consider suggestions received by the Department of Justice '
© regarding the design of the medal, 1nclud1ng suggestlons made by persons who are not -

: Department employees : 2 :

H R 802 would establish within the Department of Justice a Natlonal Medal of Valor ‘

o .,Ofﬁce to prov1de staff support to'the Board in order to establish criteria and procedures for the

' submission of recommeéndations of nominees for the Medal of Valor and for the final des1gn of
- the medal. The enrolled bill would require the Board to select candidates as recipients of the
Medal of Valor from among appl1cat10ns recewed by the Natlonal Medal of Valor Ofﬁce

H. R 802 would authorrze approprratlons of such sums as may be necessary to the
‘Attorney General to carry out the provisions of the bill. The bill would requlre each member of -
the Board to be compensated at a per diem rate equivalent to the annual rate of basic pay for level
1V of the Executive Schedule ($125, 700) for each day he or she is performing the duties of the
“Board. Members of the Board who are ofﬁcers or employees-of the United States, a State,ora
local government could not receive any compensatlon in addrtron to that recelved for those [
'servrces : ’ a SR




. H R. 802 would repeal a provision in the Federal Flre Preventlon and Control Act of 1974 L
. \:whlch authorizes the President to present a "Pre31dent s Award for Outstandlng Publlc Safety R

',Serv1ce = Accordmg to the House committee report on H.R. 802, the intent of the repeal is to - SR TP

~*replace that earlier attempt by Congress to create a national medal for law enforcement." -
(The Federal Emergency Management Agency adv1ses mformally that no Presrdentral awards o
- have been 1ssued under th1s current authority. ) ‘ : :

“'Conc'lusiOn«and Recommendations' o

-+ Justice recommends approval of the enrolled blll In its views letter Justlce states that
. 'the enrolled brll "would provide appropriate and well-deserved recognition to pubhc safety
- officers who demonstrate 'extraordinary valor above and beyond the-call of duty " The
: eDepartment however, advises that "the creation by statute of a new office within the Justice
, Department for the purposes set forth in H.R. 802 however laudable, 1s unnecessary, "and that
“offices would have been preferable <Justice also adv1ses that the Department sFY 2002 budget
"does not include funding for this activity." This Office believes the initial costs are likely to- be
minimal and can be met within existing and proposed Justice resources. Theneed for any-
addrtlonal fundrng can be addressed durrng formulatlon of the FY 2003 budget '

, ‘ We Jom Justrce in recommendlng approval of HR. 802 Wthh passed the House by a vote:' o
. ~of 414-0 and the Senate by unanimous: consent SRS : ,

| W?M /4
MltchellE Damels Jr

D1rector .

 Enclosures




H:R. 802

“SECTION 1, SHORT TITLE.

ﬂﬁmtzd o%tatw nf %mmta

AT THE FtRS’i‘j SESSION

Begun and held at the Czty of Washmgton oh Wednesday,
the third day of January, two thousand and one

An Stht

To authorize the Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor and for other purposes

Be it enacted by the Senate and ‘House of Representatzves off“i

the United States of America in Congress assembled

.~ This Act may be c1ted as the “Publlc Bafety Ofﬁcer Medal
of Valor Act of 2001”. , ,

SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF MEDAL

After September 1, 2001, the Pres1dent may award and present

in the name of Congress a Medal of Valor of appropnate design,
with ribbons and appurtenances, to a public safety officer who
is cited by the Attorney General, upon the recommendation of
the Medal of Valor - Review Board for extraordinary valor -above
and beyond the call of duty. The Public Safety Medal of Valor
s}f}f?ll be the hlghest national award for valor by a public safety
officer.

SEC. 3. MEDAL OF VALOR BOARD

“(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF BOARD.—There is estabhshed a Medal
of Valor Review Board (hereinafter in this Act referred to as the

“Board”), which shall be composed of 11 members appointed in
accordance with subsection (b) and shall conduct its business in

accordance with this Act.
(b) MEMBERSHIP.— S ’
(1) MEMBERS.—The members of the Board shall be 1nd1v1d-

uals with knowledge or expertise, whether by expenence or

- training, in the field of public safety, of which—
: (A) two shall be appointed by the majority leader of
the Senate;
(B) two shall be appointed by the mlnorlty leader of
the Senate;
p (C) two shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House
. of Representatives;
i (D) two shall be appomted by the mmorlty leader of
: the House of Representatives; and

- (E) three shall be appomted by the President, 1ncludmg .

“one with experience in firefighting, one with experience
‘in law enforcement, and one with experlence in emergency
services.

(2) TERM.—The term of a Board member shall be 4 years,

(3) VACANCIES.—Any vacancy in the membership of the
‘Board shall not affect the powers of the Board and shall be
filled in the same manner as the original appomtment




H.R. 802—2

(4) OPERATION OF THE BOARD —
(A) CHAIRMAN.—The Chairman of the Board chall be
“elected by the members of the Board from ‘among the
members of the Board.

(B) MEETINGS.—The Board shall conduct its first
meeting not later than 90 days after the appointment of
the last member appointed of the initial group of members . -
appointed to the Board. 'I‘hereafter the Board shall meet
at the call of the Chairman of the Board. The Board shall
meet not less often than twice each year.. .

~ (C) VOTING AND RULES.—A majority of the members-,; ’
shall constitute a tiotum to conduct business, but the
Board may establish “d*lesser quorum for conducting
hearings scheduled by the Board. The Board may establish -
by majority vote any othet tules for the conduct of the
Board’s business, if such rules are not 1nc0ns1stent with
this Act or other apphcable law. “ e R
(c) Duties.—The Board shall select ,candldates as reclplents
. of the Medal of Valor from among those apphcatlons received by
the National Medal of Valor Office. Not moie often than once
" each year, the Board shall present to the Attorney General the
name or names of those it recommends as Medal of Valor reclplenfs.-

- In a given year, the Board shall not be required to select any .

recipients but may not select more than 5 recipients. The Attorney
General may in extraordinary cases increase the number of rec é)
ents in a given year. The Board shall set an annual tlmeta
for fulfilling its duties under this Act

(d) HEARINGS.— . ‘

“(1) IN GENERAL. —-The Board may hold such hearmgs, s1t
and act at such times and places; administer such oaths, take
'such testimony, and receive such evidence as the Board con- -
siders advisable to carry out its duties.

(2) WITNESS EXPENSES.—Witnesses requested to- appear :

‘before the Board may be paid the same fees as are paid to

witnesses under section 1821 of titie 28, United States Code.

The per diem and mileage allowances for witnesses shall be

paid from funds appropriated to the Board."

(e) INFORMATION FROM FEDERAL AGENCIES, —The Board may
secure directly from any Federal department or agency such
information as the Board considers necessary to carry out its duties.
Upon the request of the Board, the head of such department or
‘agency may furnish such information to the Board. ,

(f) INFORMATION To BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL.——The Board shall
. not.'disclose any information which- may compromise an ongoing
-law enforcement investigation or is otherw1$e requlred by law: to
_ be kept conﬁdentlal

-SEC.4. BOARD PERSONNEL MAT’I‘ERS

(a) COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS. —(1) Except as prov1ded in
- paragraph (2), each member of the Board shall be compensated
at a rate equal to the daily equivalent of the annual rate of basic -
pay prescribed for level IV of the Executive Schedule under section
5315 of title 5, United States Code, for each day (including travel
- time) during which such member is engaged in the performance
~of the duties of the Board o
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(2) All members of the Board who serve as officers or employees"

. of the United States, a State, or a local government, shall serve

without compensatmn in addition to that received for those services.
(b). TRAVEL. EXPENSES.—The members of the Board shall be
allowed travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of subsistence,
- at rates authorized for employees of agencies under subchapter
I of chapter 57 of title 5, United States Code, while away from
their homes or regular places of business in the performance of
service for the Board. : , ;

‘SEC. 5. DEFINITIONS.
In this Act:

(1) PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER.—The term publlc safety . -

officer” means a person serving a public agency, with or without
compensation, as a firefighter, law enforcement officer, or emer-
gency services officer, as determined by the Attorney General.
For the purposes of this paragraph, the term “law enforcement
officer” includes a person who is a correctlons or court officer
or a civil defense officer.

(2) STATE.—The term “State” means each of the several .

" States of the United States, the District of Columbia, the

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, ‘Amer-

’lclm gamoa, and the Commonwealth of the Northern Marlana
- Islands

. SEC. 6. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS

There are authorized to be appropriated to the Attorney General- :
such sums as may be necessary to carry out th1s Act :

SEC. 7. NATIONAL MEDAL OF VALOR OFFICE. -

There is established within the Department of Justlce a
National Medal of Valor Office. The Office shall provide staff sup-
port to the Board to establish criteria and procedures for the submis-
sion of recommendations of nominees for the Medal of Valor and
for the final design of the Medal of Valor. .

‘SEC 8. CONF'ORMING REPEAL.

v Section 15 of the Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act
- of 1974 (15 U.S.C. 2214) is amended— . _

(1) by striking subsectlon (a) and msertmg the followmg
new subsection (a): .
“(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is hereby established an honorary

“award for the recognition of outstanding and distinguished service:
by public safety officers to be known as the Director’s Award For
Distinguished Public Safety Service (‘Director’s Award’) s

o (2) i n(l Aa)ull)asectui(n (b)—
y striking aragraph(l) and
(B) by striking “ P(2)’ :

(3) by strikin g subsections (c) and (d) and redes1gnatmg ‘
subsections (), (f), and (g) as subsectxons (c) (@), and (e)
respectively; and P
“* (4) in subsection (c) as so redes1gnated—

(A) by striking paragraph (1) ‘and
(B) by striking “(2)”.

s SEC 9. CONSULTATION REQUIREMENT.

The Board shall consult with the Inst1tute of Heraldry within
; the Department of Defense regardmg the des1gn and art1stry of .




H.R. 802—4
‘the Medal of Valor The Board may also cons1der suggestlons
- received by the Department of Justice regarding the design of

the medal, lncludlng those made by persons not employed. by the
Department :

' Speaker of the House of Represéntdtives. .

Vlce Preszdent of the Unzted States and
CL ~ President of the Senate.
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'WHITE HOUSE STAFFING 'MEMORANDUM

 Date: 5/24/01 e ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 5/25/01 BY 11 30 .

ENROLLED BILL H.R. 802 PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER MEDAL OF VALOR ACT OF ,

' Subject 2001
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| HAWKINS

. REMARKS:

Please send your comments dlrectly to the Staff Secretary, x62702 no Iater than 11: 30 am.,

’ Frlday, May 25, 2001 Thank you.

- 'RESPONSE:

Harriet E. Miers, , .
Assistant to the President -

- and Staff Secretary -
Ext. 62702
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THE ENROLLED BILLIS HERE

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

Al

STHE.DIF'!"ECTO‘FIVV' _ S May 24, 2001

| MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.R. 802 - Public Safety Ofﬁcer Medal of Valor Act of 2001

Sponsors Rep Smrth (R) Texas and’4 cosponsors

-~ Last Day for Action

May 30, 2001 - Wednesday

' Purpose .

(l) Authorizes the President to award a Medal of Valor to public safety officers who

V’drsplay extraordinary valor; and (2) establrshes a Medal of Valor Review Board to recommend
-award recrprents to the Attorney General

Agency Recommendatrons ‘

) Ofﬁce of Management and Budget . o ApproVa‘I 5

" Department of Justice - ‘. R T R | Approval
Department of Defense ‘ S Approval (Informally)

- Department of the Interior" S - Defers to Justice (Informally)

Office of Government Ethics - -~ Defersto Justice (Informally)

~Department of the Treasury " .- No comment (Informally) -
Federal Emergency Management: Agency ‘ . .. No comment (Informally)
*Ofﬁce of Personnel Management . No comment (Informally)

. Drscussron :

HR. SOZ‘Would authorize the President to award, and present in the name of Congress, a -
Medal of Valor to public safety officers cited by the Attorney General, upon the recommendation

~ of a Medal of Valor Review Board, for extraordrnary valor above and beyond the call of duty.:
* The Public Safety Medal of Valor could be awarded after September 1, 2001, and would be "the -

hrghest national award for valor by a public safety officer." Public safety officers would include
persons serving a public agency, with or without compensation, as ﬁreﬁghters law enforcement -
officers, or emergency services officers. Law enforcement officers could mclude persons who -

- serveas corrections or court officers or as crvrl defense ofﬁcers

[



H R. 802 would establlsh a Medal of Valor Rev1ew Board (the Board) that would be

.~ composed of 11 members who would each serve 4-year terms. The members of the Board would '
- be required to be- individuals with knowledge and expertise, either by experrence or training, in
. the field of public safety. ‘Members would be appointed as follows: ‘(1) two each by the majority .
~.and minority leaders of the Senate; (2) two each by the Speaker and the mlnorlty leader of the =~ ‘
House of Representatlves and (3) three by the President, mcludlng one each wrth experrence m SO

ﬁreﬁghtmg, law enforcement and. emergency services. .
' H R 802 would require the Board to meet at least twice each year. The initial meeting of :

~ the Board would have to be convened not later than 90 days after the appointment of the last -

member of the Board. Thereafter, the Board would be required to meet at the call of the .

] Charrman of the Board, who would be elected by the members of the Board _

Not more than once each year, the Board would be required to present to the Attorney

* General the name or names of those it recommends as Medal of Valor recipients. The enrolled
~, bill would not require the Board to select any recipients, but it could not select more than five
-annually. The Attorney General could in extraordinary cases increase the number of recrprents in

| a given year. The bill would authorize the Board to conduct hearmgs and collect information .

from Federal agencies to evaluate the appllcatlons of prospective recipients. - Witnesses requested

to appear before the Board could be paid, from funds appropriated to the Board, the same fees as

_are paid to witnesses at U.S. Courts. The Board would be required to: consult with the Institute of -

B ‘Heraldry within the Department of Defense. regarding the design and artistry of the Medal of

‘Valor. The Board could also consider suggestions received by the Department of Justice

regarding the design of the medal mcludmg suggestrons made by persons who are not

Department employees

HR. 802 would establlsh within the Department of Justrce a Natlonal Medal of Valor ,
Office to provide staff support to the Board in order to.establish criteria and procedures for the -
submission of recommendations of nominees for the Medal of Valor and for the final desrgn of
the medal. The enrolled bill would require the Board to select candidates as recipients of the
Medal of Valor from among appl1cat10ns recelved by the National Medal of Valor Ofﬁce

H R. .802 would authorlze approprlatlons of such sums as may be necessary to the

i Attomey General to carry out the provisions of the bill.  The bill would require each member of
~ the Board to be compensated at a per diemrate equivalent to the annual rate of basic pay for level

IV of the Executwe Schedule ($125,700) for each day he or she is performmg the duties of the _
Board. Members of the Board who are officers or employees of the United States, a State, ora

‘ local govemment could not rece1ve any compensatlon in addition to that rece1ved for those |
- services.



L=

- Conclusion and Recommendations

H.R. 802 would repeal a provision in the Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act of 1974’
which authorizes the President to present a "President's Award for Outstanding Public Safety
Service." According to the House committee report on H.R. 802, the intent of the repeal is to
"replace that earlier attempt by Congress to create a national medal for law enforcement.".

- (The Federal Emergency Management Agency advises informally that no Presxdentlal awards

have been issued under this current authority.)

PN

Justice recommends approval of the enrolled b111 In its views letter, Justlce states that :

the enrolled bill "would provide appropriate and well-deserved recognition to public safety
. officers who demonstrate 'extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty " The

Department, however, advises that "the creation by statute of a new office within the Justice -
Department for the purposes set forth in H.R. 802, however laudable, is unnecessary," and that
providing the Attorney General discretion to assign responsibilities within an existing officé or
offices would have been preferable. Justice also advises that the Department's FY 2002 budget
"does not include funding for this activity." This Office believes the initial costs are llkely to be
minimal and can be met within existing and proposed Justice resources. The need for any

. additional fundmg can be addressed during formulation of the FY 2003 budget

We join Justlce in recommending approval of H R 802 Wthh passed the House bya vote-

of 414 0 and the Senate by unanimous consent. .

wq’w }

Mltchell E. Danlels Jr.
Dlrector

Enclosures



05/24/01

“THU 23:02 FAX |

@oo1

FERRRRRRERRRRRAER AR KRR L
¥%% . TX REPORT EEFT
EREERER R R G R RS Rk

- TRANSMISSION OK

TX/RX NO 3665

CONNECTION TEL

CONNECTION ID

ST. TIME
" USAGE T So.01749
PGS. SENT AR 4

RESULT 0K

66212

05/24 23:00

REVISED

Doéumen't' No.

"WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

| ACTION / CONCURRENCE / COMM]ENT DUE BY 5/25/01 BY 11 30

_Date 5124/01

~ Subject: 2001

: ENROLL ED BILL H.R. 802 - PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER MEDAL OF VALOR' ACT OF

ségnoN' FYI | FYl
VICEPRESDENT ™I O RastoRza O O
~|caro T ® o somson D/ O
HUGHES R E( O LA IV.IO‘NTAGNE ; lﬂ/ o |
| ROVE : B/ 'D‘ LINDSEY IE/ O
| BOLTEN ® O MERS o O
HAGIN o E( RICE - [] o
| oaniELs « o HUBBARD R G/ o
| BLAKEMAN o o oo
| cauio v 0O .o O
FLEISCHER oo 'B/ o o
GONZALES$ Ii/ O O O |
| HAWKINS { 0o o o
REMARKS

Please send your comments d|rectly to the Staff Secretary, x62702, no later than 11: 30 a.m.,
Fnday, May 25, 2001 Thank you. :

 ACTION

,._-—-—w-

-



05/24/01 . THU 23:00 FAX = & - : e o cio T ool

TR EE L LR TR L
#%%  TX REPORT  #x% .
CREREREEREEEREERE G R A

' TRANSMISSION OK

TX/RX ‘NO L 3664 _ o
- CONNECTION TEL L 51005
.~ CONNECTION - ID R T
. ST. TIME - - . 05/24 22:57
"USAGE T ' 0235
- PGS, SENT 4
» ._‘RESULT ; L OK?,‘

REVESED : g,;;;u;e,m ‘

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEV[ORANDUM

 Date; 5/24/01 R ACTION/CONCURRENCEICOMMENTDUE BY: 5125101 BY 11:30 |

‘ ENROL[ ED BlLL H.R. 802 - PUBLIC SAFETY OFHCER MEDAL OF VALOR ACT OF
".Subjedt 2001

. ACTION FYI . ACTION FYI
| VICE PRESIDENT | “IRAST'ORZA =

CARD JOHN SON

HUGHES o ( LAMO}NTAGNE
4
O

- |rovE © LINDSEY |

BOLTEN MIERS

DD“E\

mooooooDooooao

| HAGIN

D'ANlE‘lfS";ww HUBBARD

BLAKEMAN

' CALIO

O
@
: FL’E_ISCHER'_' o ®
|conzates ?

| HAWKINS

]
O
O
]
-
o RICE
O
u
O
g
O
O

 REMARKS: ~ '
Please send your comments directly to the Staff Secretary, 62702 no Iater than 11: 30 a.m.,

Frlday May 25, Z|001 Thank you L s ] :



05/24/01 THU 22:57 FAX L N L e

EEETTTTIITIE LTI T T TT S » o
- %%x%  TX REPORT EE 3 ‘ : o N
Bk kdokk kR RRRR kiR ‘ : : T ‘

~'TRANSMISSION OK

TX/RX NO - ‘ 3663 ;
" CONNECTION TEL - I 7 56958
CONNECTION 1D o o
ST.  TIME : -05/24 22155 -
USAGE' T : 0146 .
i PGS. SENT . ! ‘ . U
.o . RESULT -~ « 0K . e

REVESED | Documer‘ltl\l‘»oﬁvv }

WHITE HOUSE STAFF[NG MLMORANDUM

| _.Da'te' '5/2'4/01 : ACT|ON/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY; 5/25/01 BY 11:30

1 ‘ ENRO[ LED BlLL H.R. 802 PUBLIC SAFETY OF F]CER MEDAL OF VALOR ACT OF-
,SUMect 2001

| FYl  ACTION  FYI
VICE PREuIDENT "IRASTORZA
“CARD » JOHNSON = -

’HUGHES;i . LAMONTAGNE

L\

oooooDOoOOoOoOoOoOoO

ROVE - LINDSEY

BOLTEN 'MIERS

 HAaGIN ~ RICE

DANIELS | HUBBARD

| BLAKEMAN 
{cauo

| FLEISCHER

| GoNZALES

Doooogod

EK\QL.ElSktlsl\tjiiﬁk‘ﬂkkgl.gl\g

oo OO o ﬁ\n 0 O :D‘,'d

HAWKINS.

.REMARKS :
Please send your comments directly to the Staff Secretdry, x62702 no later than 11 30 a.m.,

Frlday, May 25, 2001, Thank YOU mmmmmem—
__-..----n--nil’




05/24/01 THU 22:35 FAX o

ool

" TRANSMISSION OK
~ TX/RX NO

- CONNECTION ID
ST TIME
USAGE T
PGS. SENT
RESULT

CONNECTION TEL

EEEEEEERRREREERERRERR
#%%  TX REPORT e T
ETTI I I I LT ITTE:

3860
66212

05/24-22:33
01'48

4
0K

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING M]LMORANDUM

Date 5/24/01 L v, . ACTIONICONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY.:: 5/25/01 BY 11:30

ENROL LED BILL H. R

Document No.

802 - PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER MEDAL OF VALOR ACT OFV

Suwect 2001

| vice PRESIDENT
| carD |
HUGHES
|rove
BOLTEN.
HAGIN
f'pANELSg«»E -
JBLAKEMAN"‘,}}
CALIO
_'GONZALEﬁ!E
| HAWKINS

“ACTION FYI ACTION

NEEGEGERT

11
=<

" IRASTORZA
~ JOHNSON
LAMONTAGNE
LUNDSEY
MIERS
RICE
| HVUBBA‘RI‘)/ :

oo o oo i\tj} oooo
oooooooooooo 32|

iD 0o D : RD 0O ‘ ‘R o

‘ REMARKS o -
Please send your comments d

|rectly to Austln Smythe x54844, no Iater than 11 30 p.m.,

Fruday, May 25,2001, and cc the Staff Secretary. Thank you




05/24/01 THU 22:32 FAX | ‘ , o e 0 mgoon

EHEEEEERERRERERRR R R R R
x#%%  TX REPORT. ~s#x
REFFEERRERSRIRRRR KRRk

. <" 'TRANSMISSION OK

" TX/RX NO 3659 -
. -CONNECTION TEL e 51005.
" CONNECTION ID o :
ST, TIME . 05/24 22i30
USAGE T S 02'51 "
.~ PGS. SENT - 4
. "RESULT - 0K

[)ocument No

| | WHITE HOUSE STAFFING ME MORANDUM 5

Date 5/24/01 ey ACTION / CONCURRENCE I COMMENT DUE BY; 5/25/01 BY 11 30

Lo ENROL ILED BILL H R.-802 - PUBLIC SAFETY OF FlCER MEDAL OF VALOR ACT OF
Subject: 2001 ' . o |

"n
=1 -

| - ACTION FYI ~ 'ACTION
| vice PRESIDENT {
CARD - 9’ .

HUGHES

frove ." 2(/
7
O

" IRASTORZA
JOHNSON
LA MD‘NTAGNE
 LINDSEY
- BOLTEN ‘MIER!S -

|HAGIN RICE

| DANIEL Setmms | VH’U_BBARD

| BLAKEMAN

CALIO

| FLEISCHER

m
v
=
GONZALES ?

| HAWKINS

b

REMARKS : o ’ T
Please send your comments directly to Austin Smythe x54844, no Iater than 11 30 p m. 4

Fnday, May 25, ’001 and cc the Staff Secretary. Thank you.

!




05/24/01 THU 22:29 FAX R R R | . @oor

BEREEERRERREEEREREEED
#k%% ~ TX REPORT - #xxx

" TRANSMISSION OK

. TX/RX NO ’ 3658
‘' 'CONNECTION. TEL : .. " 56958
'+ CONNECTION ID T
. ST. TIME 05/24 22:27
__USAGE T . ' 01'49°
PGS. SENT o 4.
RESULT = = 0K

Elocument No :

WH[TE HOUSE STAFFING ’V[E MORANDUM

o f Date 5/24/01 - ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 5/25/01 BY ‘1‘1 30 |

~'ENROLL. ED BILL H. R 802 PUBLIC SAFETY OF F|CER MEDAL OF VALOR ACT OF
Subject 2001 '

T acToN P Acton 1|
| RAsTORZA O

i

.:".JOHNSON f : 5’ L

LA M()NTAGNE w

;WCEPREﬂDENT
ert QARDv
HUGHES
- | ROVE - 1”UND;EY
BOLTEN. ~ MIERS
HAGIN CRICE

H;UBVE:AR;;D_‘_  ._

DANIELS

| BLAKEMAN -
| cauo

| FLEISCHER |

'GONZALES

SSLELEE CECTENN

s o I s e O R s I s

HAWKINS -

REMARKS ' o ‘ SR ' - -
Please send your comments directly to Austln Smy’the x54844 no later than 11: 30 p m. .
Frlday, May 25,2001, and cc the Staff Secretary Thank you. .



Document_ No. .

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

U

Date: 5/24/01 - 'fACTI‘ON/CO"NCURREN/CE/COMMENTADUE BY: 5/25/01 BY 11:30

ENROLLED BILL H. R 802 - PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER MEDAL OF VALOR ACT OF'
Subject: 2001 ’

ACTION FYI ~ .~ ACTION FYI

| vice prEsIDENT IRASTORZA

) CAR*' W m' f.c.ﬁ:ls?‘:f_:e'-'?i‘ ’;‘ A TERS v J o H N S ON

O
HUGHES = [0  LAMONTAGNE
ROVE 00  LINDSEY
>B}OLTEN'} O MIER:S
HAGIN B E/ RICE
DANIELS O _,;_,,HU'BBARD
| BLAKEMAN o
O
g
O
O

o’

-

O

"

leae &

C _L'D

-~

-

|FLEISCHER
| GoNzALES

RPN

ODOoOoOoOO0DO0OO0OO0OO0O00aQ

HAWKINS

 REMARKS: ' : o : :
Please send your comments dlrectly to the Staff Secretary, x62702 no Iater than 11: 30 am.,
Fnday, May 25, 2001 Thank you. ;

RESPONSE:

~ Harriet E. Miers . ..
Assistant to-the President - -
and.Staff Secretary .
Ext 62702 e



THE ENROLLED BILL IS HERE

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20503°

THE DIRECTOR - . May 24, 2001

| MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUB’JECT:“ | Enrolled Bill H.R. 802 - Pubhc Safety Officer Medal of Valor Act of 2001
- Sponsors Rep. Smith (R) Texas and 4 cosponsors

Last Day for Action.

‘May 30, 2001 - Wednesday
" Purpose-

(D Authorlzes the President to award a Medal of Valor to pubhc safety officers who -
dxsplay extraordinary valor; and (2) establishes a Medal of Valor Review Board to recommend

. award rec1p1ents to the Attorney General.

Agencv Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget PAR _Approval
Department of Justice | Approval
Department of Defense : - Approval (Informally)
Department of the Interior- ‘ - Defers to Justice (Informally) - -
_Office of Government Ethics ‘ Defers to Justice (Informally)
Department of the Treasury .~ No comment (Informally)
Federal Emergency Management Agency - No comment (Informally) -
* Office of Personnel Management = _ No comment (Informally) -
Discussion -

~H.R. 802 would authorlze the Pre51dent to award, and present in the name of Congress a
‘ Medal of Valor to public safety officers cited by the Attorney General, upon the recommendation
" of a Medal of Valor Review Board, for extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty.
The Public Safety Medal of Valor could be awarded after September 1, 2001, and would be "the

o highest national award for valor by a public safety officer.” Public safety officers would include -

persons serving a public agency, with or without compensatlon as firefighters, law enforcement
- officers, or emergency services officers. Law enforcement officers could include persons who
serve as correctlons or court ofﬁcers or as civil defense officers. .



| ~ H.R. 802 would establish a Medal of Valor Review Board (the Board) that would be’
composed of 1T members who would each serve 4-year terms. The members of the Board would
be requlred to be individuals with knowledge and expertise, either by experience or training, in
the field of public safety. Members would be appointed as follows: (1) two each by the majority
and minority leaders of the Senate; (2) two each by the Speaker and the minority leader of the
~ House of Representatives; and (3) three by the President, including one each w1th experrence in-
ﬁreﬁghtrng, law enforcement, and emergency services. R

H. R. 802 would require the Board to meet at least twice each year The 1mt1al meetmg of -

~ the Board would have to be convened not later than 90 days after the appointment of the last
-member.of the Board Thereafter, the Board would be requrred to meet at the call of the -
Charrman of the Board who would be elected by the members of the Board

‘ o ~Not rnore' ‘than once each year, the Board'would be .requ1red to present to the Attomey
General the name or names of those it recommends as Medal of Valor recipients. The enrolled

- bill would not require the Board to select any recrprents but it could not select more than five

~annually. The Attorney General could in extraordmary cases increase the number of recipients in -
‘a given year. The bill would authorize the Board to conduct hearings and collect mformanon _
from Federal agencies to evaluate the applications of prospective recipients. Witnesses requested )
:to appear before the Board could be paid, from funds appropriated to the Board, the same feesas
‘are paid to witnesses at U.S. Courts. The Board would be required to consult with the Institute of
Heraldry within the Department of Defense regarding the design and artistry of the Medal of
‘Valor. The Board could also consider suggestions received ‘by the Department of Justlce

" regarding the design of the medal, including suggestrons made by persons who are not
Department employees : o

- H.R. 802 would establrsh w1th1n the Department of Justice a Natronal Medal of Valor
Office to provide staff support to ‘the Board in order to establish criteria'and procedures for the
‘submission of recommendations of nominees for the Medal of Valor and for the final design of

~the medal. The enrolled bill ‘would require the Board to select candidates as recipients of the:

Medal of Valor from among applrcatrons recerved by the National Medal of Valor Office.

"H.R. 802 would authorlze approprrat1ons of such sums as may be necessary to the |

o .Attomey General to carry out the provisions of the bill. The bill would require each member of -

- the Board to be compensated at a per diem rate equivalent to the annual rate of basic pay for level -

. IV of the Executive Schedule ($125,700) for each day he or she is performmg the duties of the
Board. Members of the Board who are officers or employees of the United States; a State, or a

~ local govemment could. not receive any compensatlon in’ addmon to that rece1ved for those
servrces - 5



H.R. 802 would repeal a prov151on in the Federal Flre Prevention and Control Act of 1974
“which authorizes the President to present a "President' s Award for Outstanding Public Safety
Service." Accordmg to the House committee report on H.R. 802, the intent of the repeal is to
"replace that earlier attempt by Congress to create a national medal for law enforcement.” ‘
(The Federal Emergency Management Agency advises’ mformally that no Pre51dent1al awards ,
‘ have been issued under this current authonty ) ' :

Concluswn and Recommendatlons

Justice recommends approval of the enrolled bill. In its views letter, Justice states that -
the enrolled bill "would provide appropriate and well-deserved recognition to public safety
officers who demonstrate 'extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty.” The
Department however, advises that "the creation by statute of a new office within the Justice

- Department for the purposes set forth in' H.R. 802, however laudable, is unnecessary,"and that

providing the Attorney General discretion to assign responsibilities within an existing office or

offices would have been preferable. Justice also advises that the Department's FY 2002 budget
"does not include funding for this activity." This Office believes the initial costs are likely to be
minimal and can be met within existing and proposed Justice resources. The need for any -
addmonal fundlng can be addressed durmg formulation of the FY 2003 budget

We join Justice in recommendmg approval of H.R. 802 whxch passed the House by a vote .

of 414-0 and the Senate by unanimous consent

" Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr.
Director - ’

Enclosures

/
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THE ENROLLED BILL IS HERE

' EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE ‘OF MA‘NAGEMENT AND. BUDGET‘
' WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

 THEDIRECTOR . . | May “24“',' 2001

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT‘

- SUBJECT: Enrolled Blll H. R 802 - Publlc Safety Officer Medal of Valor Act of 2001
: - Sponsors - Rep. Smith (R) Texas and 4 cosponsors :

-

Last Day fer Action

| May"30, 2001 - Wednesday
- Purpose

H Authoriies the President to award a Medal of Valor to public ‘safety officers who
display extraordinary valor; and (2) establishes a Medal of Valor Revxew Board to recommend

.award recipients to the Attomey General.

AQCDCV Recommendatlons

»Ofﬁce of Management and Budget o . | Approval
Department of Justice . o L o Approval
Department of Defense . “ Approval (Informally)

- Department of the Interior - : : - - Defers to Justice (Informally)

- Office of Government Ethics . ’ : -+ . " Defers to Justice (Informally)
Department of the Treasury '~~~ ~ No comment (Informally)

. Federal Emergency Management Agency No comment (Informally)
Office of Personnel Management o "~ No comment _(Inforrrzl‘ally)

E DiscusSion g

H.R. 802 would authorize the President to award, and present in the name of Congress, a

~ Medal of Valor to public safety officers cited by the Attorney General, upon the recommendation
'of a Medal of Valor Review Board, for extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty.

- The Public Safety Medal of Valor could be awarded after September 1, 2001, and would be "the L

highest national award for valor by a public safety officer.” Public safety officers would include

persons serving a public agency, with or without compensatlon as firefighters, law enforcement

officers, or emergency services officers. Law enforcement officers could include persons who

serve as correctxons or court officers or as civil defense ofﬁcers



. H R. 802 would establish a Medal of Valor Revrew Board (the Board) that would be
composed of 11 members who would each serve 4-year terms. The members of the Board would -
‘be required to be individuals with knowledge and expertise, either by experience or training; in
the field of public safety. Members would be appointed as follows: (1) twoeach by the majorrty

- and minority leaders of the Senate; (2) two each by the Speaker and the minority leader of the :

House of Representatives; and (3) three by the Presrdent 1ncludmg one each with experrence in
ﬁreﬁghtmg, law enforcement and emergency services. oo . :

-  H.R.802 would requlre the Board to meet at least twice each year.. The 1n1t1al meeting of -
- the Board would have to be convened not later than 90 days after the appointment of the last
~ member of the Board: Thereafter, the Board would be required to meet at the call of the
Charrman of the Board who would be elected by. the members of the Board

- Not more than once each year the Board would be requ1red to present to the Attomey :
‘General the name or names of those it recommends as Medal of Valor recipients. The enrolled
“bill would not require the Board to select any recipients, but it could not select more than five
‘xannually The Attorney General could in extraordinary cases increase the number of recipients in

a given year. The bill would authorize the Board to conduct hearings and collect information

~ from’ Federal agencies to evaluate the applications of prospective recrplents Witnesses requested

to appear before the Board could be paid, from funds appropriated to the Board, the same fees as

S are paid to witnesses at U.S. Courts. The Board would be required to consult with the Instttute of

‘Heraldry within the Department of Defense regardmg the design and artistry of the Medal of -
Valor. The Board could also consider suggestions received by the Department of Justice

: »regardrng the desrgn of the medal mcludmg suggestlons made by persons who are not.
Department employees : , ‘

, H R 802 would estabhsh within the Department of J ustice a Nat10na1 Medal of Valor
: Ofﬁce to provrde staff support to the Board in order to establish criteria and procedures for the
: submlssmn of recommendations of nominees for the Medal of Valor and for the final design of
~ the medal. The énrolled bill would require the Board to select candidates as recipients of the
Medal of Valor from among apphcatrons received by the Natlonal Medal of’ Valor Ofﬁce

, HR. 802 would authorize approprratrons of such sums as may be necessary to the
Attorney General to carry.out the provrsmns of the bill. The bill would require each member of
" the Board to be compensated at a per diem rate equivalent to the annual rate of basic pay. for level
"IV of the Executive Schedule ($125,700) for each day he or she is performmg the duties of the
Board. ‘Members of the Board who are officers or. employees of the United States, a State, ora
-local govemment could not reeetve any compensatron in addmon to that recelved for those '
: servrces : : : :



H. R 802 would repeal a provision in the Federal Fxre Prevention and Control Act of 1974
which authorizes the President to present a "President's Award for Outstandmg Public Safety.
Service." According to the House committee report on H.R. 802, the intent of the repeal is to

"replace that earlier attempt by Congress to create a national medal for law enforcement."
(The Federal Emergency Management Agency advises informally that no Presrdentlal awards

= have been issued under this current authority.)

Co'nclusion and Recommendations

Justrce recommends approval of the enrolled bill. In its views letter Justice states that
~the enrolled bill "would provide appropriate and well-deserved recognition to public safety - '
_officers who demonstrate 'extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty." The
Department, however advises that "the creation by statute of a new office within the Justice ;
-Department for the purposes set forth in H.R. 802, however laudable, is unnecessary," and that *
providing the Attorney General discretion to assign responsibilities within an existing office or
offices would have been preferable. Justice also advises that the Department's FY 2002 budget
"does not include funding for this activity." This Office believes the initial costs are likely to be
minimal and can be met within existing and proposed Justice resources—The need for any
addrtronal funding can be addressed durlng formulation of the FY 2003 budget '

We join Justlce in recommendmg approval of H.R. 802 whrch passed the House by a vote
of 414-0 and the Senate by unanimous- consent

W{M}‘

Mitchell E. Damels Jr
Director

Enclosures



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASHINGTON

May 25, 2001
MEMORANDUM FOR HARRIET MIERS
STAFF SECRETARY
FROM: NEIL PATEL
' STAFF SECRETARY TO THE VICE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill HR 802 — Public Safety Ofﬁcer Medal of
' Valor Act of 2001

The Office of the Vice President has reviewed the above-referenced
draft and has no comments.
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM

Date 5/24/01 , ;‘ \ = ACTION I CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 5/25/01 BY 1-1 ';50

, ENROLLED BILL H.R. 802 PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER MEDAL OF VALOR ACT OF
‘ Subject: 2001
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‘REMARKS |

" Please send your comments directly to the Staff Secretary, x62702 no Iater than 11: 30 a.m.,

Frlday, May 25, 2001 Thank you.

. RESPONSE:

Harriet E. Miers
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary ‘
Ext. 62702 - -
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THEENROLLED BlLL 1SHERE

EXECUTIVE OFFlCE OF THE PRESlDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

THE 'DIRECTOR ' | May 24, >2001 '

MEMOR_ANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT |

SUBJECT: Enrolled B111 H.R. 802 - Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor Act of 2001
- - Sponsors Rep. Smith (R) Texas and 4 cosponsors .

v“Las‘t Dasf r'or Action -

| M‘aly30? 200'1‘- Wednesday - B

P_mwg e ) S SN

. ‘(1) Aurhorizes the President to 'award a‘Medal of ‘Valorvto public- safety ofﬁcers.\a/ho‘

display extraordinary valor; and (2) establishes a Medal of Valor Revrew Board to recommend
award recrprents to the Attorney General. :

Agency Recommendatlons-

 Office of Management and Budget . Approval
. Department of Justice : Approval
- Department of Defense ‘ Approval (Informally)
' Department of the Interior =~~~ : Defers to Justice (Informally)
Office of Government Ethics - A Defers to Justice (Informally)
" Department of the Treasury ' R No comment (Informally)
- Federal Emergency Management Agency L No comment (Informally)
~ Office of Personnel Management -~ - : ~ No comment (Informally).

~ Discussion

H.R. 802 would authorize the President to award, and present in the name of Congress, a
© Medal of Valor to public safety officers cited by the Attorney General, upon the recommendation
~ofa Medal of Valor Review Board, for extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty.

" The Public Safety Medal of Valor could be awarded after September 1, 2001, and would be "the -
“highest national award for valor by a public safety officer.” Public safety officers would include

. persons serving a public agency, with or without compensation, as firefighters, law enforcement

officers, or emergency services officers. Law enforcement ofﬁcers could 1nclude persons who
serve as correctrons or court ofﬁcers or as civil defense ofﬁcers o ‘ ‘-



"H.R. 802 would establish a Medal of Valor Review Board (the Board) that would be
composed of 11 members who would each serve 4-year terms. The members of the Board would
be required to-be individuals with knowledge and expertise, either by experience or training, in ,
the field of public safety. Members would be appointed as follows: (1) two each by the majority :
and minority leaders of the Senate; (2) two each by the Speaker and the minority leader of the

House of Representatives; and (3) three by the President, 1nclud1ng one each with experlence in
ﬁreﬁghtmg, law enforcement and emergency services.

H R. 802 would require the Board to meet at least t\yice'each year. The initial meeting of
the Board would have to be convened not later than 90 days after the appomtment of the last

* . member of the Board. Thereafter, the Board would be required to meet at the call of the -

~ Chairman of the Board ‘who would be elected by the members of the Board

- Not more - than once each year, the Board would be requrred to present to-the Attomey
General the namie or names of those it recommends as Medal of Valor recipients. The enrolled .
bill. would not require the Board to select any recxplents but it could not select more than five.

- annually. The Attorney General could in extraordinary cases increase the number of recipients in
a given year. The bill would authorize the Board to conduct hearmgs and collect information

- from Federal agencies to evaluate the applications of prospective recipients. Witnesses requested
to appear before the Board could be paid, from funds appropriated to the Board, the same fees as
are paid to witnesses at U.S. Courts. The Board would be required to consult with the Instrtute of -
Heraldry within the Department of Defense regarding the design and artistry of the Medal of -
Valor. The Board could also consider suggestions received by the Department of Justice
regarding the design of the medal, mcludmg suggestions made by persons who are not .-
Department employees

' H_.R. 802 would establish within the Department of Justice a National Medal of Valor
Office to provide staff support to the Board in order to establish criteria and procedures for the =
submission of recommendations of nominees for the Medal of Valor and for the final design of
the medal. The enrolled bill would require the Board to select candidates as recipients of the
Medal of Valor from among applications received by the National Medal of Valor Ofﬁce .

H R 802 would authorrze approprlatlons of such sums as may be necessary to the
Attorney General to carry out the provisions of the bill: The'bill would require each member of
" the Board to be compensated at a per diem rate equivalent to the annual rate of basic pay for level -
IV of the Executive Schedule ($125,700) for each day he-or she is performing the duties of the
Board. Members of the Board who are officers or employees of the United States, a State, ora
~local government could not receive any compensatlon in addition to that recelved for those
servrces '



H. R 802 would repeal a provision in the Federal F1re Prevention and Control Act of 1974
which authorizes the President to present a "President's Award for Outstanding Public Safety
Service." According to the House committee report on H.R. 802, the intent of the repeal is to |

"replace that earlier attempt by Congress to create a national medal for law enforcement."
(The Federal Emergency Management Agency advises informally that no Pre51dent1al awards
have been 1ssued under thls current authorlty )

Conclusion and 'Reeommendations

Justice recommends approval of the enrolled bill. In its views letter, Justice states that
the enrolled bill "would provide appropriate and well-deserved recognition to public safety
officers who demonstrate 'extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty." - The

‘Department, however, advises that "the creation by statute of a new office within the Justice
Department for the purposes set forth in H.R. 802, however laudable, is unnecessary," and that
providing the Attorney General discretion to assign responsibilities within an existing office or

- offices would have been preferable. Justice also advises that the Department's FY 2002 budget -

“"does not include funding for this activity." This Office believes the initial costs are likely to be
minimal and can be met within existing and proposed Justice resources.. The need for any
addmonal funding can be addressed during formulatlon of the FY 2003 budget

 Wej join Justice in recommendmg approval of H R. 802 Wthh passed the House by a vote
of 414-0 and the Senate by unanimous consent. : :

W{M //

Mltchell E. Danlels Jr
: Dlrector

Enclosures
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Please send your comments dlrectly to the Staff Secretary, x62702 no Iater than 11:30 a.m,,
Frlday, May 25, 2001. Thank you : :

WQ

o RESPONSE

Harriet E. Miers =~
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary -
Ext. 62702
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THEENROLUE.D BlLL ISHERE

EXECUT]VE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
R ' WASHINGTON, D: c. 20503

‘T:‘HE’l‘)IRVECTOR . ‘ o MaY 24, 2001.- o

| MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

' SUBJ ECVT: .~ Enrolled Bill H.R: 802 Pubhc Safety Ofﬁcer Medal of Valor Act of 2001
R ' Sponsors Rep Smith (R) Texas and 4 cosponsors ' : o

Last Day for 'Actionv ‘

| May‘j()v, 2‘00-»1_ - Wednesday

: | BM_SQ S '

(1‘) Authorrzes the Pre51dent to award a Medal of Valor to pubhc safety officers who

display extraordlnary valor; and (2) establishes-a Medal of Valor Review Board to recommend
o ‘award recrprents to the Attorney General. L '

Agency Recommendations '

N

Office of Management and Budget © .. Approval
Department of J ustice . ' o Approval
Department of Defense e Approval (Informally)b ,
 Department of the Interior. ~~ ~~ - Defers to Justice (Informally)
Office of Government Ethics -~~~ | . Defers to Justice (Informally)
‘Department of the Treasury = - - No comment (Informally)
- Federal Emergency Management Agency ~ . Nocomment (Informally)
- Office of Personnel Management - S No comment (Informally)

Discussion Lo

, H.R. 802 would authorize the Pre51dent to award and present in the name of Congress a
' Medal of Valor to pubhc safety officers cited by the Attorney General, upon the recommendation -
" of a Medal of Valor Review Board, for extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty. .
The Public Safety Medal of Valor could be awarded after September 1, 2001; and would be "the
highest national award for valor by a public safety officer.” Public safety officers would include

_ persons servrng a public agency, with or without compensation, as ﬁreﬁghters law enforcement -
ofﬁcers or emergency services officers. Law enforcement officers could include persons. who

o serve as ‘corrections or court offrcers or as c1v11 defense ofﬁcers



H. R 802 would establish a Medal of Valor Revrew Board (the Board) that would be
composed of 11 members who would each serve 4-year terms. The members of the Board would
be required to be individuals with knowledge and expertise, either by experience or training, in
the field of public safety. Members would be appointed as follows: (1) two each by the majority

- and minority leaders of the Senate; (2) two each by the Speaker and the minority leader of the -

House of Representatlves and (3) three by the Presrdent 1ncludmg one each with experrence 1n
ﬁreﬂghtmg, law enforcement and emergency services. ’ C

-~ “H.R. 802 would require the Board to meet at least twice each year. “The initial meeting of

" the Board would have to be convened not later than 90 days after the appointment of the last

member of the Board. Thereafter, the Board would be required to meet at the call of the .
Chalrman of the Board, who would be elected by the members. of the Board. ‘
'\
Not more than once each year, the Board would be requrred to present to the Attorney

* General the name or names of those it recommends as Medal of Valor recipients. The enrolled

bill would not require the Board to select any recipients, but it could not select more than five

annually The Attorney General could in extraordinary cases increase the number of recipients in
a given year. The bill would authorize the Board to conduct hearings and collect information
from Federal agencies to evaluate the applications of prospective recipients. Witnesses requested -

to appear before the Board could be paid, from funds appropriated to the Board, the same fees as |

are paid to witnesses at U.S. Courts. The Board would be required to consult with the Institute of

‘Heraldry within the Department of Defense regarding the design and artistry of the Medal of

Valor. The Board could also consider suggestions received by the Department of Justice
regarding the design of the medal, including suggestions made by persons who are not
Department employees

H.R. 802 would establish within the Department of J ustice a National Medal of Valor

~ Office to prov1de staff support to the Board in order to establish criteria and procedures for the

submission of recommendations of nominees for the Medal of Valor and for the final design of
the medal. The enrolled bill would require the Board to select candidates as recipients of the
Medal of Valor from among applications received by the Natronal Medal of Valor Office.

H R. 802 would authorlze appropriations of such sums as may be necessary to the
Attorney General to carry out the provisions of the bill. The bill would require each member of
the Board to be compensated at a per diem rate equivalent to the annual rate of basic pay for level
IV of the Executive Schedule ($125,700) for each day he or she is performing the duties of the
Board. Members of the Board who are officers or employees of the United States, a State, or a
local government could not receive any compensation in addition to that recerved for those
servrces : :



" H.R. 802 would repeal a provision in the Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act of 1974
which authorizes the President to present a "President's Award for Outstanding Public Safety
- Service." According to the House committee report on H.R. 802, the intent of the repeal is to
“replace that earlier attempt by Congress to create a national ‘medal for law enforcement.”
(The Federal Emergency Management Agency advises informally that no Presxdentxal awards
have been 1ssued under this current authority.) ‘

Conclusion and Recommendations _

Justice recommends approval of the enrolled bill. In its views letter, Justice states that-
the enrolled bill "would prov1de appropriate and well-deserved recognmon to public safety '
officers who demonstrate 'extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty.” The
~ Department, however, -advises that "the creation by statute of a new office within the Justice
‘Department for the purposes set forth in H.R. 802, however laudable, is unnecessary," and that
providing the Attorney General discretion to assign responsibilities within an existing office or B
offices would have been preferable. Justice also advises that the Department's FY 2002 budget

"does not include funding for this activity." This Office believes the initial costs are likely to be

minimal and can be met within existing and proposed Justice resources. The need for any -
“additional funding can be addressed during formulati()n of the FY 2003 budget.

- We join Justice in recommendmg approval of H.R. 802 which passed the House by a vote_
of 414-0 and the Senate by unanimous consent. :

| mEsg

" Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr.
‘Director

Enclosures
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Please send your comments directly to the Staff Secretary, x62702 no later than 11 30 a.m.,
Frlday, May 25, 2001 Thank you. :

Mo comuccct - ch

RESPONSE:

Harriet E. Miers
Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 62702 -




EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
' WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503,

THE DIRECTOR ‘ - B May 24, 2001

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

' :SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H R. 802 - Pubhc Safety Ofﬁcer Medal of Valor Act of 2001
o ‘ Sponsors Rep Smith (R) Texas and 4 cosponsors

‘Last Daz for Actxon

May 30, 2001 - Wednesday

Purpose -
| (1) Authorizes the President to award a Medal of Valor to ppblic safety officers who -

_ display extraordinary valor; and (2) estabhshes a Medal of Valor Review Board to recommend
- award recipients to the Attorney General. - : :

Agency Recomm‘endatlons

Office of Management and Budget o | Approval

. Department of Justice . R S Approval
 Department of Defense - T U : Approval (Informally)
~ - Department of the Interior c } Defers to Justlce,(Informally)

- Office of Government Ethics ...~ S - Defers to Justice (Informally)
Department of the Treasury C ‘ . No comment (Informally)
Federal Emergency Management Agency .~ No comment (Informally)

: Ofﬁce of Personnel Management : ’ No comment (Informally)
Discussion

H. R 802 would authonze the President to-award, and present in the name of Congress a

Medal of Valor to public safety officers cited by the Attorney General, upon the recommendation =~ '

" of a Medal of Valor Review Board, for extraordinary valor above and. beyond the call of duty.
The Public Safety Medal of Valor could be awarded after September 1, 2001, and would be "the
highest national award for valor by a public safety officer." Public safety officers would include -

“persons serving a public agency, with or without compensation, as firefighters, law enforcement -

- officers, or emergency services officers. Law enforcement officers could include persons who

serve as corrections or court officers or as civil defense officers. . :




H.R. 802 would establish a Medal of Valor Review Board (the Board) that would be -
composed of 11 members who would each serve 4-year terms. The members of the Board would
~ be required to be individuals with knowledge and expertise, either by experience or training, in
~ the field of public safety. Members would be appointed as follows: (1) two each by the majority
and minority leaders of the Senate; (2) two each by the Speaker and the minority leader of the
House of Representatives; and (3) three by the Pre51dent mcludmg one each w1th experlence m
- firefighting, law enforcement, and emergency services. - | v

H.R. 802 would require the Board to meet at least twice each year. The initial meeting of
the Board would have to be convened not later than 90 days after the appointment of the last
member of the Board. Thereafter, the Board would be required to meet at the call of the
Chairman of the Board, who would be elected by the members of the Board. -

‘ Not more than once each year, the Board would be required to present to the Attorney
General the name or names of those it recommends as Medal of Valor recipients. The enrolled

bill would not require the Board to select any recipients, but it could not select more than five .
annually. The Attorney General could in extraordinary cases increase the number of recipients in
a given year. The bill would authorize the Board to conduct hearings and collect information
from Federal agencies to evaluate the applications of prospective recipients. Witnesses requested
to appear before the Board could be paid, from funds appropriated to the Board, the same fees as
are paid to witnesses at U.S. Courts. The Board would be required to consult'with the Institute of
Heraldry within the Department of Defense regarding the design and artistry of the Medal of * .

~ Valor. The Board could also consider suggestions received by the Department of Justice

regardmg the' design of the medal, including suggestions made by persons who are not
' Department employees. -

H R. 802 would establish within the Department of Justice a National Medal of Valor
Office to provide staff support to-the Board in order to establish criteria and procedures for the
submission of recommendations of nominees for the Medal of Valor and for the final designof - -
~ the miedal. The enrolled bill would require the Board to select candidates as recipients of the
Medal of Valor from among applications received by the National Medal of Valor Office.

 H.R. 802 would authorize appropriations of such sums as may be necessary to the

* Attorney General to carry out the provisions of the bill. The bill would require each member of
the Board to be compensated at a per diem rate equivalent to the annual rate of basic pay for level
IV of the Executive Schedule ($125,700) for each day he or she is performing the duties of the
Board. Members of the Board who are officers or employees of the United States, a State, ora
local government could not receive any compensanon in addmon to that recelved for those -
services. ' ~ : '



- H.R. 802 would repeal a provision in the Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act of 1974
which authorizes the President to present a "President's Award for Outstanding Public Safety
Service." According to the House committee report on H.R. 802, the intent of the repeal is to
~ "replace that earlier attempt by Congress to create a national medal for law enforcement.” ‘

(The Federal Emergency Management Agency advises 1nformally that no Presrdentral awards
have been 1ssued under this current authorlty ) R

Conclusion and 'Recommendations

 Justice recommends approval of the enrolled bill. In its views letter Justice states that
the enrolled bill "would provide appropriate and well-deserved recognition to public safety
officers who demonstrate 'extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty." The.
‘Department, however, advises that "the creation by statute of a new office within the Justice:
Department for the purposes set forth in H.R. 802, however laudable, is unnecessary," and that
providing the'Attorney General discretion to assign responsibilities within anexiSting office.or
offices would have been preferable. Justice also advises that the Department's FY 2002 budget
"does not include funding for this activity." This Office believes the initial costs are likely to be. . -
- minimal and can be met within existing and proposed Justice- resources. The need for any
. addmonal fundmg can be addressed during formulatlon of the FY 2003 budget

We Jorn J ustice in recommendmg approval of H R. 802 which passed the House by a vote
‘of 414 0 and the Senate by unanimous consent. ' :

eig )

Mltchell E. Daniels, Jr.
Drrector '

~ "Enclosures
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Please send your comments dlrectly to the Staff Secretary, x62702 no Iater than 11 30 a. m.,
: Frlday, May 25, 2001 Thank you. : S

RESPONSE

égagﬁug Aﬁws; o CM#‘))

"~ ‘Harriet E. Miers .
~ Assistant to the President -
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 62702



THEENROU.EDBILLISHERE e

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
- OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND »BUDGET
© WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

THE plnecfoh_ "v‘ : | May 24, 2001
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.R. 802 - Public Safety Ofﬁcer Medal of Valor Act of 2001
’ ' Sponsors - Rep Smith (R) Texas and 4 cosponsors ‘

~Last Day for Action

- May 30, 2001 - Wednesday
. anose

(1) Authorizes the President to award a Medal of Valor to public safety officers who -
dlsplay extraordmary valor; and (2) establishes a Medal of Valor Review Board to recommend
award rec1p1ents to the Attorney General '

Agency Recommendat1ons o

Office of Management and Budget . Approi)al )
Department of Justice S - ' Approval

- Department of Defense . o Approval (Informally)

" Department of the Interior S .~ Defers to Justice (Informally)
Office of Government Ethics - - Defers to Justice (Informally)
Department of the Treasury : - No comment (Informally)
Federal Emergency Management Agency . No comment (Informally)
‘Office of Personnel Management .~ ; No comment (Informally)

Discussion |

H.R. 802 would authorize the President to award, and present in the name of Congress, a
" Medal of Valor to public safety officers cited by the Attorney General, upon the recommendation -
- ofa Medal of Valor Review Board, for extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty.
"The Public Safety Medal of Valor could be awarded after September 1, 2001, and would be "the
- highest nat-i_onal award for valor by a public safety officer." Public safety officers would include -
- persons’ serving a public agency, with or without compensation, as firefighters, law enforcement
‘officers, or emergency services officers. Law enforcement officers could include persons who o '
serve as correctlons or court officers or as civil defense ofﬁcers : '



'H.R. 802 would establish a Medal of Valor Review Board (the Board) that would be
composed of 11 members who would each serve 4-year terms. The members of the Board would
- be required to be individuals with knowledge and expertise, either by experience or training, in -
the field of public safety. Members would be appointed as follows: (1) two each by the majority
" and minority leaders of the Senate; (2) two each by the Speaker and the mmorlty leader of the .

House of Representatives; and (3) three by the Presrdent including one each with experrence in
ﬁreﬁghtlng, law enforcement and emergency servrces . « -

H.R. 802 would require the Board to meet at least twice each year. The initial meeting of -
‘the Board would have to be convened not later than 90 days after the appointment of the last -
'member of the Board. Thereafter, the Board would be required to meet at the call of the
Chairman of the Board, who would be elected by the members of the Board. '

~ - Not more than once each year, the Board would be required to present to the Attorney
General the'name or names of those it recommends as Medal of Valor recipients. The enrolled -
* bill would not require the Board to select any recipients, but it could not select more than five
annually. The Attorney General could in extraordinary cases increase the number of recipients in
a given year. The bill would authorize the Board to conduct hearings and collect information
from Federal agencies to evaluate the applications of prospective recipients. Witnesses requested
to appear before the Board could be paid, from funds appropriated to the Board, the same fees as
are paid to witnesses at U.S. Courts. The Board would be required to consult with the Instltute of
~Heraldry within the Department of Defense regarding the design and artistry of the Medal of
‘Valor. The Board could also consider suggestions received by the: Department of Justice
‘regarding the desrgn of the medal, mcludmg suggestlons made by persons who are not ‘

Departrent employees . '

-H. R 802 would establish wrthm the Department of Justice a Natlonal Medal of Valor -
Ofﬁce to ‘provide staff support to the Board in order to establish criteria and procedures for the.
submission of recommendations of nominees for the Medal of Valor and for the final design of
the medal. The enrolled bill would require the Board to select candidates as re01p1ents of the.

+ Medal of Valor from among apphcatrons received by the Natronal Medal of Valor Office.

,  HR. 802 would authorize approprlatrons of such sums as may be necessary to the

= Attorney General to carry out the provisions of the bill. The bill would require each member of
the Board to be compensated at a per diem rate equivalent to the annual rate of basic pay for level
. IV of the Executive Schedule ($125,700) for each day he or she is performmg the duties of the
~Board. Members of the Board who are officers or employees of the United States, a-State, or a
local govemment could not receive any compensation in addmon to that recerved for those
services. : I



' _ 'H.R. 802 would repeal a provision in the Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act of 1974
~ which authorizes the President to present a "President's Award for Outstanding Public Safety .
Service." Accordrng to the House committee report on H.R. 802, the intent of the repeal is to
replace that earlier attempt by Congress to create a national medal for law enforcement."
(The Federal Emergency Management Agency advises informally that no Presrdentral awards
“have been issued under this current authority.) ' ‘ : :

S

Conclusion and Recommendat_ions '

Justice recommends approval of the enrolled bill. In'‘its views letter, Justice states that
the enrolled bill "would provide appropriate and well-deserved recognition to publrc safety
officers who demonstrate 'extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty." The -
Departmeént, however, advises that "the creation by statute of a new office within the Justrce .
Department for the purposes set forth in H:.R. 802, however laudable, is unnecessary," and that
providing the Attorney General discretion to assign responsxbﬂrtres within an existing office or -

" offices would have been preferable. Justice also advises that the Department's FY 2002 budget
~ "does not include funding for this activity." “This Office believes the initial costs are likely to be
minimal and can be met within existing and proposed Justice resources. The need for any
addmonal fundmg can be addressed during formulatron of the FY 2003 budget

We Jom Justice i in recommendmg approval of H R. 802 Wthh passed the House by a vote '
*of 414-0 and the Senate by unanimous consent. "

Mrtchell E Damels Jr.
Drrector

Enclosures - .
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Assistant to the President
and Staff Secretary
Ext. 62702



THE ENROLLED BILL ISHERE

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
'OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT ‘AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. zoso:;\ '

$HE DIRECTOR" . May 24, 2001

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT "

SUBJECT: - Enrolled B111 H.R. 802 Pubhc Safety Officer Medal of Valor Act of 2001
e Sponsors - Rep Smith (R) Texas and 4 cosponsors

. vLast"DaLforA'ction S " R -

May 30, 2001 - Wednesday -
; 'Pum 0se
(1) Authorlzes the Pre51dent to award a Medal of Valor to publlc safety officers who

drsplay extraordinary valor; and (2) establlshes a Medal of Valor Review Board to recommend
' award recrplents to the Attorney General. :

Ag ency Recommendatlons

- fOfﬁce of Management and Budget o ApprOVdi/
Department of Justice - S o Approval
Department of Defense ’ ’ ' . Approval (Informally)
. Department of the Interior © .+ . Defers to Justice (Informally)
- Office of Government Ethics v - - Defers to Justice (Informally)
Department of the Treasury 3 o " No comment (Informally) =
Federal Emergency Management Agency ~ ‘No comment (Informally)
~ -Office of Personnel Management - , + No comment (Informally)
Discussion

H.R. 802 would authorize the President to award, and present in the name of Congress, a
Medal of Valor to public safety officers cited by the Attorney General, upon the recommendation
“of a Medal of Valor Review Board, for extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty.”
The Public Safety Medal of Valor could be awarded after September 1, 2001, and would be "the-
highest national award for valor by a public safety officer." Public safety ofﬁcers would, 1nclude _
persons serving a public agency, with or without compensation, as firefighters, law enforcement
“officers, or emergency services officers. Law enforcement officers could mclude persons who
, serve as correctrons or court ofﬁcers or as civil defense ofﬁcers o



H.R. 802 would establish a Medal of Valor Review Board (the Board) that would be .
composed of 11 members who would each serve 4-year terms. The members of the Board would
‘be required to be individuals with knowledge and expertise, either by experience or training, in-
“the field of public safety. Members would be appointed as follows: (1) two each by the majority
~ and minority leaders of the Senate; (2) two each by the Speaker and the minority leader of the -
House of Representatives and (3) three by the President, 1ncludmg one each with experience in
'ﬁreﬁghtmg, law enforcement and emergency services. - c

o H,R. 802;:would require the Board to meet at least twice each year. The initial meeting of
'~ the Board would have to be convened not later than 90 days after the appointment of the last

+ member of the Board. Thereafter, the Board would be required to meet at the call of the
‘Chairman of the Board, who would be elected by the members of the Board.

‘ Not more than once each year, the Board would be required to present to the Attorney
General the name or names of those it recommends as Medal of Valor recipients. - The enrolled
bill would not require the Board to select any recipients, but it could not select more than five

annually. The Attorney General could in extraordinary cases increase the number of recipients in |

‘a given year. The bill would authorize the Board to conduct hearings and collect information

. from Federal : agencies to evaluate the apphcations of prospective recipients. Wltnesses requested

to appear before the Board could be paid, from funds appropriated to the Board the same fees as

- are paid to witnesses at U.S. Courts. The Board would be required to consult with the Institute of

- Heraldry within the Department of Defense regarding the design and artistry of the Medal of

- Valor. The Board could also consider suggestions received by the Department of Justice

‘ regardmg the design of the medal, mcludmg suggestions made by persons who are not
Department employees '

H R. 802 would establlsh within the Department of Justice a Natlonal Medal of Valor
Office to provide staff support to the Board in order to establish criteria and procedures for the -
submission of recommendations of nominees for the Medal of Valor and for the final design of -
the medal. The enrolled bill would require the Board to select candidates as recipients of the
'Medal of Valor ffrOm among applications received by the National Medal of Valor Ofﬁc‘e. :

H.R. 802 would authonze appropriations of such sums as may be necessary to the o

- Attorney General to carry out the provisions of the bill." The bill would require each member of
- the Board to be compensated at a per diem rate equivalent to the annual rate of basic pay for level

- IV of the Executive Schedule ($125,700) for each day he or she is performing the duties of the -

- Board. Members of the Board who are ofﬁcers or emplovees of the United States, a State, ora
local government could not receive any compensatron m addition to that received for those ‘
services. : ’



‘H.R. 802 would repeal a provision in the Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act of 1974
which authorizes the President to present a "President's Award for Outstanding Public Safety
Service." According to the House committee report on H.R. 802, the intent of the repeal is to

"replace that earlier attempt by Congress to create a national medal for law enforcement.”
(The Federal Emergency Management Agency advises informally that no Pre51dent1a1 awards
have been issued under this current authority.)

Conclusion and Recommendations

Justice recommends approval of the enrolled bill. In its views letter, Justice states that
the enrolled bill "would provide appropriate and well-deserved recognition to public safety
officers who demonstrate 'extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty." The
Department, however, advises that "the creation by statute of a new office within the Justice.
Department for the purposes set forth in H.R. 802, however laudable, is unnecessary," and that
providing the Attorney General discretion fo assign responsibilities within an existing office or
offices would have been preferable. Justice also advises that the Department's FY 2002 budget
"does not include funding for this activity." This Office believes the initial costs are likely to be
minimal and can be met within existing and proposed Justice resources. The need for any
additional fundmg can be addressed during formulation of the FY 2003 budget. ’

We join Justice in recommendmg approval of H.R. 802 which passed the House by avote
~0f414-0 and the Senate by unanimous consent.

RS P>

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr.
Director

Enclosures
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THE ENROLLED BILL IS HERE
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT .

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT,AND BUDGET
'WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

THE DIRECTOR , May .24, 2001

' MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBIJECT: " Enrolled Bxll H.R. 802 - Pubhc Safety Officer Medal of Valor Act of 2001
Sponsors - Rep. Smith (R) Texas and 4 cosponsors ‘

Last Day for Action

May 30, 2001 - Wednesday

Purpose

(I) Authorizes the President to award a Medal of Valor to public safety officers who
display extraordinary valor; and (2) establishes a Medal of Valor Review Board to recommend
award recipients to the Attorney General. o '

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget , . Approval

Department of Justice - | Approval

Department of Defense . : Approval (]Informally) ,

Department of the Interior - L Defers to Justice (Informally) -

Office of Government Ethics S Defers to Justice (Informally)

Department of the Treasury : 4 No comment (Informally)

Federal Emergency Management Agency - No comment (Informally)

Office of Personnel Management - No comment (Informally) -
Discussion .

.+ H.R. 802 would authorize the President to award, and present in the name of Congress, a
‘Medal of Valor to public safety officers cited by the Attorney General, upon the recommendation
~ of a Medal of Valor Review Board, for extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty.,

" The Public Safety Medal of Valor could be awarded after September 1, 2001, and would be "the
hlghest national award for valor by a public safety officer." Public safety officers would include

- persons serving a public agency, with or without compensation, as firefighters, law enforcement
officers, or emergency services officers. Law enforcement officers could include persons ‘who
serve as corrections or court ofﬁcers or as civil defense ofﬁcers



‘ H.R. 802 would establish a Medal of Valor Review Board (the Board) that would be
composed of 11 members who would each serve 4-year terms. The members of the Board would
be required to be individuals with knowledge and expertise, either by experience or training, in
the field of public safety. Members would be appointed as follows: (1) two each by the majority
-and minority leaders of the Senate; (2) two each by the Speaker and the mmorlty leader of the
House of Representatives; and (3) three by the President, including one each w1th experience in
firefighting, law enforcement, and emergency services. = '

: H.R. 802 would require the Board to‘meet at‘least twice each year. The initial meeting of
- the Board would have to be convened not later than 90 days after the appointment of the last |
member of the Board. Thereafter, the Board would be required to meet at the call of the
Chairman of the Board, who would be elected by the members of the Board.

' ~ Not more than once each year, the Board would be required to present to the Attorney .
General the name or names of those it recommends as Medal of Valor recipients. The enrolled -
bill would not require the Board to select any recipients, but it could not select more than five -
annually The Attorney General could in extraordinary cases increase the number of recipients in

- a given year. The bill would authorize the Board to conduct hearmgs and collect information

~ from Federal agencies to evaluate the applications-of prospective recipients. Wltnesses requested
- to appear before the Board could be paid, from funds appropriated to the Board, the same feesas
‘are paid to witnesses at U.S. Courts. The Board would be required to consult with the Institute of
Heraldry within the Department of Defense regarding the design and artistry of the Medal of -
Valor.  The Board could also consider suggestions received by the Department of Justice -
regarding the design of the medal, including suggestxons made by persons who are not.
‘Department employees ,

-~ HR. 802 would establish within the Department of Justice a National Medal of Valor
Office to provide staff support to the Board in order to establish criteria and procedures for the
~ submission of recommendations of nominees for the Medal of Valor and for the final design of
the medal. The enrolled bill would require the Board to select candidates as recipients of the -
Medal of Valor from among applications recelved by the National Medal of Valor Office.

H.R. 802 would authorize appropriations of such sums as may be necessary to the
Attomey General to carry out the provisions of the bill. The bill would require each member of
the Board to be compensated at a per diem rate equiv alent to the annual rate of basic pay for level

IV of the Executive Schedule ($125,700) for each day he or shé is performmg the duties of the

Board. Members of the Board who are officers or employees of the United States, a State; or a
local govemment could not receive any compensatlon in addition to that received for those :
- services.. ’



“HR. 802 would repeal a provision in the Federal Fire Preventlon and Control Act of 1974
which authorizes the President to present a "President's Award for Outstanding Public Safety -
‘Service." . According to the House committee report on H.R. 802, the intent of the repeal isto ~

"replace that earlier attempt by Congress to create a national medal for law enforcement." ‘
(The Federal Emergency Management Agency adv1ses mformally that no Presidential awards ‘
' have been issued under this current authority.) - '

Conclusion and Recommendatlons :

J ustice recommends approval of the enrolled blll In its views Ietter Justice states that
the enrolled bill "would provide appropriate and well-deserved recognition to public safety
officers who demonstrate 'extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty." The
- Department, however, advises that "the creation by statute of a new office within the Justice
‘Department for the purposes set forth in H.R. 802, however laudable, is unnecessary," and that ‘
providing the Attomey General discretion to a551gn responsibilities within an existing office or
offices would have been preferable. Justice also advises that the Department's FY 2002 budget

~"does not include funding for this activity." This Office believes the initial costs are likely to be

minimal and can be met within existing and proposed Justice resources. The need for any
addmonal fundmg can be addressed during formulatlon of the FY 2003 budget

We join Justice in recommendmg approval of H R. 802 which pasqed the House by avote -
-0f 414-0 and the Senate by unanimous.consent. : :

: Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr.
Director

Enclosures -



®nz mundrzd Deoenth Congress
-~ of the
‘ﬁmtzd States of %mmta

AT THE FIRST SESSION

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Wednesday,
“the third day of January, two thousand and one

SZtn Act

To authorize the Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. .

This Act may be c1ted as the “Public Safety Officer Medal
of Valor Act of 2001”.

SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF MEDAL.

After September 1, 2001, the President may award, and present
in the name of Congress a Medal of Valor of appropnate design,
with ribbons and appurtenances, to a public safety officer who
is cited by the Attorney General, -upon the recommendation of
the Medal of Valor Review Board, for extraordinary valor above
and beyond the call of duty. The Public Safety Medal of Valor
s}f}fall be the highest national award for valor by a public safety
officer.

SEC. 3. MEDAL OF VALOR BOARD.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF BOARD.—There is established a Medal
of Valor Review Board (hereinafter in this Act referred to as the
“Board”), which shall be composed of 11 members appointed in .
accordance with subsection (b) and shall conduct its business in
accordance with this Act. » ‘

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) MEMBERS.—The members of the Board shall be individ-
uals with knowledge or expertise, whether by experience or
training, in the field of public safety, of which—

: (A) two shall be appointed by the maJonty leader of

the Senate;

(B) two shall be appointed by the minority leader of
the Senate;

© two shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House
of Representatives;

(D) two shall be appointed by the minority leader of
the House of Representatives; and

(E) three shall be appointed by the President, mcludmg
one with experience in firefighting, one with experience
in law enforcement, and one with experience in emergency
services.

(2) TERM.—The term of a Board member shall be 4 years.

(3) VACANCIES.—Any vacancy in the membership of the
Board shall not affect the powers of the Board and shall be
filled in the same manner as the original appointment.




H.R.802—4

the Medal of Valor. The Board may also consider suggestions
received by the Department of Justice regarding the design of
the medal, including those made by persons not employed by the
Department. -

President of the Senatef //p ' /@794)&

APPROVED

MAY 5 0 2001
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THE WHITE HOUSE

»Ofrﬁce of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release - . JMay 31,2001
STATEMENT BY THE PRESS SECRETARY

The President has signed into law H.R. 802, on May 30, 2001, which authorizes the President to
award a Medal of Valor to public safety officers and establishes a Medal of Valor Rev1ew Board
to recommend award recipients to the Attorney General. :

HA#H
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For Immediate Release . | - May 30, 2001

has Lk
~Foday4the Presidentsigned into law H.R. 802, this-Aet authorizes the President to award a
Medal of Valor to public safety officers and establishes a Medal of Valor Review Board to

recommend award recipients to the Attorney General.
4
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