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·• H.R~ 802would establish a Medal of Valor Revie~ Board (the Board) that would be 
composed of 11 memben(who wouid each serve,4-y~ar terms. The members of the Board would· .. · 
be requitedto be,individualswith knowledge artd expertise, either by experience ot trai1frng, in 
the field of public safety. Members would be appointed as.follows: (1) two each by the majmity 

·· and minority leaders of the Senate; (2) two each by the Speaker and the minofity· leader: of the · . 
House· of Representati yes;. and (3) three· by the President, inchiding one each with experience in 
·firefighting, iaw enforcement, and emergency servi~es .. 

H.R. 802 would require the Board to meet at least twice each year. The initial meeting of· 
the Board would have to be convened not later than 90 days. after the appointment of the last 
member of the Board. Thereafter, the Board would .be required to meet at the call of the. 
Chairman of the Board, who would be elected by the members of the Board. . 

. . . . . . : . 

. . Not more than once each year" the Board would be required to present to the ~ttomey · . 
. General the name or names of those it recommends as:MedaLofValor recipients. The enrolled ... 
bill would not require the Board to select any recipients, but it could not select more ·thiih five ·. •:· ·. 
annually, The Attorney General could in extraordinary cases increase the number ofrecipien,fain 
a given year. The bill would authorize the Board to conduct hearings and collect infoffiiation . 
from Federalagencies to evaluate the applications of prospective recipients. Witnesses requested 
to appear before the Board could be paid, from funds appropriated to the Board, the same fees as .. 
are paid to witnessesat U.S. Courts. The Board would be required to consult withthelnstitute of' > 
Heraldry within the Department of Defense regardingthe design and artistry of the Medal of · · 
Valor. The Board could also consider suggestions received by the Department of Justice··. 
regarding the design of the medal, including suggestions made by persons who ctre not 
Department employees. 

- :}i.R. 802 wouldestablish within.the Departmentof Jrtstice aNationalMedai of Valor 
·.Office to provide,staff support to the Board in order to establish criteria anq procedµres for the :·· 
submission of recommendations of nominees for the Medal of Valor and for the finaldesig~of 

. the medal. ·The enrolled bill would require the Board to selectcandidatesasrecipients.ofthe 
Medal of Valor from among applications received by the National Medal of ValorOffice. 

• • > • • • ' • • _. • • • .. •• 

· H.R. 802 would authorize appropriations of sti.ch. sums as may be nece.ssaryto the 
Attorney General to carry out the provisions of the bill. The bill would require each. member of 
the Board to be· compensated at a per diem rate equivalent to the annual rate of basic pay for level.:. · 
IV of the Executive Schedule ($125 ,700} for each day he or she is performing the duties of the 
Board. Members of.the Board who are officers or employees ofthe United States, a State, or a 
local governm:e~t could not receive any compensation in addition to that recei~E:d forthose . · : . 
~ervices. 
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H.R. 802 would repeal a provision in the Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act of 1974 
which authorizes the President to present a "President's Award for Outstanding Public Safety 
Service." According to the House committee report on H.R. S02, the intent of the repeal is to 
"replace that earlier attempt by Congress to create a national medal for law enforcement." 
(The Federal Emergency Management Agency advises informallythat no Presidential awards 
have been issued under this current authority.) 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

Justice recommends approval of the enrolled bill. In its views letter, Justice states that 
the enrolled bill "would provide appropriate and well-deserved.recognition to public safety 
officers who demonstrate 'extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty."' The 
Department, however, advises that "the creation by statute of a new office within the Justice 
Department for the purposes set forth in H.R. 802, however laudable, is unnecessary," and that 
providing the Attorney General discretion to assign responsibilities within an existing office or 
offices would have been preferable. Justice also advises thatthe Department's FY2002 budget 
"cioes not include funding for this activitY:" This Office believes the initial costs are likely to be 
minimal and can be met within existing ahd proposed Justice resources. The need for any 
additional funding can be addressed during formulation of the FY 2003 budget 

· We join· Justice in recommending approval ofH.R. 802 which passed. the House by a vote 
of414-0 and the Senate by unanimous.consent. 

MitchellE'.Daniels, Jr. 
· D.irector , · 

Enclosures 

. 't~ 
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Office of the Assistant Attorney General 

The Honorable Mitchell Daniels, Jr. 
Director 
Office of Management and Budget 
Washington, DC 20503 

Dear Mr. Daniels: 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

ffbshington, D.C. 20530 · 

.May 18, 2001 

This responds to your request for the views of the Department of Justice on . 
enrolled bill H.R. 802, the "Public Safety Officer Medal of Val or Act of 2001." We 
support this important legislation, which would provide appropriate and well-deserved 
recognition to public safety officers who demonstrate "extraordinary valor above and 
beyond the call of duty." We have two concerns about the measure that we would like to 
bring to your attention. Neither concern merits disapproval of the enrolled bill, however. 
We therefore recommend that the President approve it. 

First, section 7 would establish within this Department a ''national medal office." 
The office would provide staff assistance to the Medal of Valor Review Board 
(established by section 3 of the bill) and would "establish criteria and procedures for the 
submission of recommendations of nominees for the Medal of Valor." The creation by 
statute of a new office within the Justice Department for the purposes set forth in 
H.R. 802, however laudable, is unnecessary. We would have preferred, instead, that the 
enrolled bill provide the Attorney General with discretion to assign the responsibilities 
that would otherwise be vested in the new national medal office to such existing office or 
offices within the Department as he deems appropriate. 

Second, although section 6 of the enrolled bill authorizes appropriations of "such 
sums as may be necessary" to implement the legislation, the Department's budget for FY 
2002 does not include funding for this activity. We look forward to working with you to 
secure adequate funding to implement this legislation. 



Thank you for your attention to this matter. ff we may be of additional assistance, 
we trust that you will not hesitate to call upoh us. 

Sincerely, . 

A -17 i:J-r=t~, ... 
Daniel J. Bryant 
Assistant Attorney General 
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. H.R. 802wotdd establish a Medal of Valor ReviewJ3oard {the Board) that would be . 
. , Composed ofllmembers who would each serve 4:.yea~tenns. ThemembersoftheBoard would· 

be .. re·q·u·ir·e· .. dt·.·o. b .. e. in. dividuals. with knowledge.· ·.·.an··.d·.· .. ex .. P. ert.1.·se, ·e··.ither by ex. P.en .. · .. e ... 11.ce .. ·o. r ... t.r .. a. ·.i .. ning····· ... '· .in .. 
, the field of public safety. Members would beappoil1ted asf()Hows:. {1) two each by tbemajority 

and minorityJeaders of the Senate; (2) two each bythe Speaker and the minorityleader of the,. 
House of Representatives; and (3)three bythe President, ineluding one each with experiencein · · 
firefighting, law enforcement~ and emergency services. · · . 

' . . . . '' - ,• ' ; ' ' . ,· . . 

H.R. 802 would require the Board fo meetatJeast twkeeach year: The initial\meetirig of. 
the Board would have to be convened not later than 90 days after the appointment of tlfoJast 
member of the Board. Thereafter, the Board would berequiredto meet at the. call of the ' · 
Chairmanofthe Board, who would be elected by the members of the Board. . 

Notmorethan once each year, the Board would be required to presentto the Attorney . 
Generalthe name or names of those it recommends as Medal of Valor recipients. The enrolled . · 

.. i:,m wo.uld not require the .Board to sele~t any recipients, but it co um not s.electmore than five 
annually .. · .. ·. The.Attorney General could in· ext!aordinary .. cases increase .the: number ofrecipients .·in 
a given year .. The bill would authorize the Board to conductbearings and collect information·· ..•. '.·•··.· ... 
from Federalagencies to evaluate the applications of prospective recipients. Witnessesrequested 
to appear before the Board could be paid, from funds appropriated to the Board, the same fees as .· · 
are paigto witnesses at U.S. Courts .. The Boardwould be requited to consulf\vith fhefostitufo of 
Heraldry within the Department of Defense regardingthe design and artistry of the Medafof · 
Valor. The Board .could also consider suggestions received by the Depaiill1ent of Justice. 
regarding the design of the medal, i11cluding suggestions made by perso11s who are not 

·· Department employees. · · · 
., ··.;- . . ' . . ·, .· 1·. . ' . .· ... ;_·: 

· .... H.R. 802would establish within theDepartment ofJustice a National Medal ofVafor 
Offic~ to provide staff support to the Board in order to establish criteria and procedures for the 
stibmissi()n of recommendations of nominees forthe Meqal ofValor and for the· final design of 

· the medal. The enrolled bill would require theBoard toselect candidates as recipients of the 
· Medal of Valor from among applications recei,ved b,y the Natipnal Medal of Valor Office.,. ' 

... · . ·. H.R. 802 would authorize appropriations of such sums as may be.necessary to'the 
Attorney Qeneralto carry.out the provisions ofthe bill. ThebiH wouldrequire·eachmemb~rOf. 
the Board to be compensated at a per diem rate. equivalent to the aruiual rate of basic' pay for levef 
IVof the E{(ecutive Schedule ($125)00) for each day he or she is perforh).ingthe dudes ()fthe .. 
Board .. Members of the Board who are officers or employees qf the United St~tes, a State, or a 
local' government coµld not receive any compensation 'in addition to that received for those · 

., ·•. . 
services. 
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RR. 802would repeal a provision in the Federal FirePreve.ntionand Col}troJActo:1974 
which authori.zes the President to present a. "President's A ward for Outstanding Public Safety 
Service.". According to the House committeereport on J-LR. 802·,the i~tent of the ~epeal is to 

. ''replacethat earlier attempt by Congress to createanational medal (or law enforcement." 
· (The Federal Emergency Management Agency advises informally that rto Presidentialawards 

have. he~n issued tinder this curre11tauthority.) . · . · 

Justicerecommends·approval of the enrqlled.bill. In its views letter,Justiee states that 
the enrolled bill ''would provide appropriate and well~pesenredrecognition icrpublic safety· 
offic,erswhodemonstrate 'extraordinary valor above.and·beyond the callofdut)'."'<The .· .. · ........ · .. 
Department, however, advises that "thecreationbystatute ofa new.office w1thinthe}u~tice .. · 
Department for the purposes set forth in H.R. 802, however laudable, isunnecessary,"and;that 
providing the Attorney Genetal. discretionto assign responsibilities within an existing offic~ of ·.· 
offices would haveheen preferable. Justice also advises thatthe Depart~ent's FY 2002 budget 
"d.oes not.i11clude funding for this activity." · .. ThisOfficeb~lieves theillitial.costs.arelikelyto'be 
minimal and can'be met within existing and :proposed Justice resources. The. need for any · · . 
additional funding can be addressed during formulation of theF.¥2003 budget. . · 

We]oinJustice in recommending approval of RR. 802 which passed the House by a vote . 
. · of4l470 al1dthe Senate by unanimous consent. . . · .· . . . 

~.·········.·-r~·.··(t····· . .. . . .. "/r 

. MitcheHE. Daniels; Jr . 
. ·Director 
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H.R.802 

<Bnr iR undrrd ~tlltnth O:ongrrss 
of tht 

linittd ~tetrs of 2lmrrice 
AT THE FIRST SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Wednesday, 
the third day of January, two thousand and one 

5!n Stet 
To authorize the Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor, and for other purposes.· 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the "Public Safety Officer Medal 
of Valor Act of 2001". 
SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF MEDAL. 

After September 1, 2001, the President may award, and present 
in the name of Congress, a Medal of Valor of appropriate design, 
with ribbons and appurtenances, to a public safety officer who 
is cited by the Attorney General, upon the recommendation of 
the Medal of Valor Review Board, for extraordinary valor above 
and beyond the call of duty. The Public Safety Medal of Valor 
shall be the highest national award for valor by a. public safety 
officer. 
SEC. 3. MEDAL OF VALOR BOARD. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF BOARD.-:-There is established a Medal 
of· Valor Review Board (hereinafter in this Act referred to. as the 
"Board"), which shall be composed of 11 members appointed in 
accordance with subsection (b) and shall conduct its business in 
accordance with this Act. · 

(b) MEMBERSHIP.---' 
(1) MEMBERS.-The members of the Board shall be individ- · 

uals with knowledge or expertise, whether by experience or 
training, in the field of public safety, ofwhich-

(A) two shall be appointed by .the majority leader of 
the Senate; · 

(B) two shall be appointed by the minority leader of 
the Senate; 

(C) two shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives; 

(D) two shall be appointed by the minority leader of 
the House of Representatives; and 

(E) three shall be appob1ted by the President, including 
one with experience in firefighting, one with experience 
in law enforcement, and one with experience in emergency 
services. 
(2) TERM.-The term of a Board member shall be 4 years. 
(3) VACANCIES.-Any vacancy in the membership of the 

Board shall · not affect the powers of the Board and shall be 
filled in the same manner as the original appointment. 



H. R. 802-'-2 

'(4)0PERATIONOF THE BOARD.-
(A) CHAIRMAN.~The Chairman of the Board shall be 

elected . by the members of the Board from ain(mg. the 
members of the Board. · · · 

CB) MEETINGS,...;.,.. The Board shall. conduct its first 
meeting not later than ·90 ·days after the ·appointment of 
the last member appointed of the initial group of members 
appointed to the Board. Thereafter, the Board shall mee.t 
at the call of the Chairman of.the Board. The Board shall 
meet not less often than twice each year: 

(C) VOTINQ AND RULES.-···-A majority of the members 
· shall . constitute a quorum to ·conduct ·business, but· the 
Board· may establish a• lesser quorum for conducting. 
hearings scheduled by the Board. 'rhe Board may establish 
by majority vote any other rules for the conduct of the 
Board's business, if such rules are not inconsis~nt with 
this Act or other applicable law~ . · .. . 

(c) DUTIES.-The Board shall select candidates as recipients 
of the Medal of Valor from among those applications received .by 
the National Medal of Valor Office. · Not more often than once 
each year, the Board shall present to the Attorney .General the 
name or names of those it recommends as Medal of Valor r~cipients .. 
In a given year; the Board shall not be required to select any 1 

recipients but may not select more than 5 recipients; The Attorney . 
General may in extraordinary cases increase the nuniber of recipi­
ents in a given year .. The Board shall set an annual timetable 
for fulfilling its duties under this Act. 

(d) HEARINGS.-
(l) IN GENE:RAL.-The Board may hold such hearings, sit 

and· act at such times and places, administer such oaths, take 
such testimony, and receive suCh evidence as the Board con-
siders advisable to carry out its duties. . . 

(2) WITNESS EXPENSES . ...-Witnesses requested to appear 
before the Board may be paid the. same .fees as are paid to 
witnesses under section 1821 of title 28, United States Code; 
The ·per · diem. and mileage allowances· for witnesses shall be 
paid from funds appropriated to the Board. 
(e) INFORMATION FROM FEDERAL AGENCIES.~The Board l,Ilay 

secure directly from any Federal. department or agency such 
0 information as the Board considers necessary to car,fy out. its duties. 

Upon the request of the Board, the· head of such department or · 
.·agency may furnish such information to the Board. 

(t) INFORMATION To BE KEPi' CONFIDENTiAL.-The Board shall 
· not disclose· any· inforniation which. may compromise· an ongoing 

law enforcement· investigation or ·is otherwise required by law to 
be kept c<mfidential. · 

SEC. 4. BOARD PERSONNEL MATl'ERS~. . . . 

(a) COMPENSATION, OF MEMBERS.~1) Except as ptovided in' 
paragraph (2), each . member of the Board shall be compensated 
at. a rate equal to the daily equivalent of the annual rate of basic· 
pay prescribed for level IV of the~Executive Schedule .under sect_ion 
5315 of title 5, United States Code, for each day (including· travel 
time) during which such member is engaged .in the perfoJ'.IIlance 
of the duties of the Board. · · · 

(· 
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(2) All members of the Board who serv~· as officers or employees ·~ 
of the United States, a State, or a local government; shall serve . 
without compensation in addition to that received for those services. 

(b) TRAVEL EXPENSES.-The members of the Board shall be. 
allowed travel expenses, including per diem. iii lieu of subsistence, 
at rates authorized for employees of agencies under subchapter 
I of chapter 57 of title 5, United States Code, while. away from:: 

. their homes or regular places of business in the performance of 
··service for the Board. . . . 

SEC. 5. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) ·. PuBLIC . SAFETY OFflCER.---:-The term "public safety 

officer'' means a person serving a public agency, with or without· 
compensation, as a firefighter, law enforcement officer, or emer­
gency services officer, as determined by the Attorney General. 
For the purposes of this paragraph, the term "law.enforcement· 
officer" includes a person who is a corrections or court officer· 
or a civil defense officer. · 

(2) STATE.-The term "State" means each of the several 
States of the Uruted States, · the District .of Columbia, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, Amer-· 
ican Samoa, and the Co.mmonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands. . · · · · · ··· · .. · 

SEC. 6. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS! 

. There are authorized to be appropriated to the Attorney General 
such stuns as may be necessary to carry out this Act,J . . · .. 
SEC. 7. NATIONAL MEDAL OF VALOR OFFICE. 

There. is established within the Department. of Justice a 
National Medal of Valor Office. The Office shall provide staff sup­
port to the Board to establish criteria and procedlires for the· submis­
sion of recommendations of nominees for the Medal of Valor and 
for the final design of the Medal of Valor. · · · 
SEC, 8. CONFORMING. REPEAL. . . . . 

Section 15 of the Federal . Fire Prevention and Control Act 
of 1974 (15 U.S.C. 2214) is amended- . · · .. ·· · . 

(1) by striking subsection (a). and. inserting the folloWing 
new subsection (a): . . . .. 
"(a) EsTABLISHMENT.-Thete is hereby established an honorary 

award for the recognition of outstanding and distinguished service 
by public safety officers to be known as the Director's Award .For 
Distinguished Public Safety Service ('Director's Award')."; 

(2) in subsection (b}--- · · 
(A) by striking paragraph (1); and • 

. {B) by striking"(2)"; · . . . .. . . · .. · 
(3) .by striking subsections (c) and (d) and redesignating 

subsections (e), (f), and (g) as subsections (c); (d), and (e), 
respectively; and · · · . · 

(4) in subsection (c); as so redesignated---.. 
. (A) by striking paragraph (1); and · · 
(B) by striking "(2)". · · 

SEC. 9. CONSULTATION REQUIREMENT. . 

The Board shall consult with the Institute of Heraldry within 
the Department of Defen:se regarding . the design and artistry of 

--1 
I 
I 
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the Medal. of Valor; The· Board . may also consider suggestions 
received by the Department of Justice regarding the design of 
the medal, including those made by persons not employed by the · 
Department. 

Vice Pi esident elf the United States amt . -.- · 
. · . President of the ~enate, /fl /~ 

/ 
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THE ENROLJ ED Bll..LlS HERE . 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND .BUDGET 

WASHINGTqN, .D.C. 20503 

THE DIR.ECTOR< May 24, 2001 

.· MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
~ •' - . 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.R. 802 - Public Safety Officer Medal ofValorAct of 2001 
·. Sponsors - Rep. Smith (R) Texas and 4 cosponsors · · 

LastDay.for Action 

MayJO, 2001 - Wednesday 

Purpose 

(1) Authorizes the President to award a Medal of Valor to public safety officers who· 
display extraordinary valor; and (2) establishes a Medal of Valor ReviewBoa.rd to recommend 
award recipients to the Attorney General. . . 

·.·Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

. Department of Justice 
Department. of Defense 
Department of the Interior 
Office ofGovernment Ethics 
Department of the Treasury . 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Office.of Personnel Management 

. Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 
. Approval{Inforrnally) 

Defers to Justice (Informally) 
Defers to Justice (Iriformally) 
No comment (Informally) 
No comment {Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 

H.R; 802 would authorize the President to award, and present in the na.me of Congress, a . 
Medal ofValor to public safety officers cited by the Attor11ey General, uponthe recommendation 

·· of a Medal of Valor Review Board, for extraordirtary valor above and b9yond,the call of duty.· . 
·The Public Safety Medal of Valor could be awarded after September l, 2001, and would be "the 
highest national awardfor valor bya public safety officer." Public safety officers \Yould include 
persons serving a public agency, with or without compensgtion, as firefighters, law enforcement 

. officers, or emergency services officers.· Law enforcement officers could indude persons who 
serve as corrections or court officers or as civil defense officers. 



I 
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H.R. 802 would establisha Medalof Valor Review Board (the Board) thatwouldbe 
compos¢d ofl l members who would each senre 4..:year tenns. The members.of the Boardwould 
be required to be individuals with knowledge and expertise, either by experience or training, in 
the field, of public safety. Members.would be appointed as follows: (1) two eachbythe majority 
and minorityleaders ofthe Senate; (2)two each by the Speaker and the minority leacler of the 
House of Representatives;and (3)three by the President, includinE1; one each with experience in 

. · firefighting, law enforcement, and emergency senrices. . . · . . 

H.R 802 would requirethe Board to meet at least twice each year. The initial meeting of 
the Board would have to be convened not later than 90 days after.the appointmentofthe last 
rnetnber ofthe Board, Thereafter, the Board would be requireci to meet at the call of the . 
Chairman of the Board, who would be elected by the mernbers of the Board. · 

' . ' - . 

Not more than once ead1 year,. the· Board would· be required to presentto the Attorney 
GeneraJtl:iename or names of those it recommends as Medal of Valor recipients. The enrolled 
biH would not require the Board to select any recipiep.ts, but it could not select more than fi:ve 
annually. The Attor:ney General. could in extraordinary cases increase the number ofrecipients fo 

·a given year,. The bill would authorize the Board tcfconducthearingsand cpllect information· 
from Federal agencies to evaluate the applications .of prospective recipients .. Witnesses requested · 
to appear before the Board could be paid; fromfunds appropriated to the Board, the same foes as 

. arepaid to witrtesses atU.S. Courts. The Board would be required to consult with theinstitute of 
Heraldry within the Department of Def~nse regarding the design and artistry of the Medal of. . 
Valor. The Boa.rd could, also consider.suggestions received by the Department of Justice 
regarding the design of the medal, including suggestions made by persons who are not 
Department employees. 

H.R..802 would establish within the· Department of Justice aNational Medal of Valor JV-.. 
Office to provide staff support to the Board in order to establish criteria and procedures for die 
submission of recommendations of nominees for the ¥edal of Valor andfor the,final design of 
the medal. The enrolled bill would requirethe ~oard to select candidates as recipientsofthe 
Medal of Valor from among applications received bytheNational Medal ofVa!Or Office. · 

' . . . 
H.R. 802 would authorize appropriations ofsuch sum·s as may be n¢cessaryto Jhe 

Attorney General to carry out the provisions ()fthe bilL The bill would require each memb9r of 
the Board to be compensated at a per diem rate equi·-ialent to the armual rate ofbasic pay for.level 
IV of the Executive Schedule ($125,700) for each day he or she is performing the duti.es ofth~. 
Boa,td. Members of the Board who are officers or employees of the United States, a State, or a 

·focal government could not receive any compensation in addition to thatrece~ved for those 
. services. · 
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H.R. 802 :would repeal a provision in the Federal Fire Prevention and Control'Act of 1974 
which authorizes the President to present a "President's Award for Outstanding P~lblic Safety 

Service." According to the House committee report on H.R .. 802, the intent of the rt;:peal is to c··~··· .... ··.·. ··.· .... ·.·. ···.··.· ... · .·.·· · .. · 

"replace that earlier attempt by Congress to .create a nationalmedaL for law enforcement" ·.·. 
(The Federal Emergency Management Agency advises ipformally that no Presidential awards 
have been issued under this current authority.) 

Conclusion and Recommendations 
. ', ' ' 

Justice recommends·apptoval of the emolledbill. In its views letter, Justice statesth;:\t 
the enrolled bill "would provide appropriate and vvell-deserved recognition to public safety 
~fficers who demonstrate 'extraordinary valor above and beyond the callofduty."' The 
Department, however, advises that "the creation by statute of a new office within the Justice 
Department. for the purposes set forth .in H.R 802, however laudable,. is µnnecessary," and t.hat · 
providing theAttomey General discretion.to assign responsibilities within an existing office.or 

· offices would have been preferable. Justice also advises tha(the Department's FY 2002 budget 
''does not include funding for this activity.'' This Oflice believes the i~itial costs are likely to be 
minimal and can be met within existing and prnposed Justice resources. The need for any 
ad,ditional funding can be. addressed during fonnulation of the FY 200Jbudget ·. · . 

We join Justice in recommending approval ofH.R.802 which passed theHousebya vote 
of 414~0 and the Senate by unanimous consent. . 

Mitchell E. Daniels; Jr. 
Director · 

· Enclosures 

-3-
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Document No. 

I . . .·• . . 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Date: 5/24/01 ACTION I CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 5/25/01 BY 11:30 

ENROLLED BILL H.R. 802 - PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER MEDAL OF VALOR ACTOF 

Subject: ~2_00~1-----------~~~~~-~~-~--~-"---, 

. ACTION 

. VICE PRESIDENT tJ/G v · 
· .. G- '--J' 

CARD o · l.lfr . 

HUGHES 

ROVE 
l 

BOLTEN 0 *' 
HAGIN .·<V9 ""~ 
DANIELS 

~ 
¢ 

BLAKEMAN 0 

. CALIO J<_ W" 
FLEISCHER 0 . 

GONZALES~~.· 
HAWKINS 

~· 

REMARKS:· . 

FYI 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

~· .. 
D 

D 

D 

' o. 
D 

ACTION FYI 

IRASTORZA D D 

JOHNSON U/G ~·. D 
···.LA MONTAGNE o.\:_ fl(": .o 

LINDSEY 0{C-: ~: D 

MIERS D D 

RICE .D D 

HUBBARD ~ D 

D D 
.. 

D D 

D D 

D D 

D D 

PJe<:lse send your comments directlyto the Staff Secretary, x62702, no later than 11 :30 a.m., 
· . Friday, May 25, 2001 .. Thank you. · · · 

RESPONSE: 

Harriet E. Miers 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary · 
Ext. 62702 



. THE ENROU .ED B)LLIS HERE 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

May 24, 2001 . 

. . . 

·. MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

··suBJECT: .Enrolled BillH.R. 802- }>ublicSafetyOfficerMedal ofValot Actof2001 _. 
Sponsors -Rep. Smith{R) Texasand4cosponsors 

, " ' .. 

. · Last Day for Action 

MayJO, 2001 ·"Wednesday 

(1) Authorizes the President to award a Medal of Valor to public s~fety officers who 
display extraordinary val or; and (2) establishes a Medal of Valor Review Boa~dto recmnmend 
award rec;ipients to the Attorney General. - . · . 

AgencyRec0mmendations 
. . . '. ' . 

' :·. . ' ' . 

Office of Management and Budget 

. Depa,ttment of Justice . 
·.· pepai:tment.ofDefense 

Department of the Interior 
· Office bf Goverriment' Ethics 
Departmen! ofthe. Treasury 

.. .. F ederalEmergency Management Agency · · 
Officepf Personnel Management 

Approval 

. Approyal 
Approval (Informally), 
Defersto·Justice(~nformally) 

Defers to Justice (Infonnally) 
.·No comment(Informally) 
No COµlment{Informally) . 
No co~ment (Informally) . 

H.R. 802 would.authorize the President •. to· award, and-present in the name ofCongress, a 
MedaJ ofValor to public safety officers cited by the Attorney General, upon the recpm~endation 
of a Medal of V afor Review Board, for extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty;. 
The Public SaJety Medal of Valor could be awarded after Septemberl, 20,0l, and would be "the 
highestnationaf award for valor by a public safety officer."-· Pµblic safetyofficers would include· 
· personsservinga public agency, with br without compensation, as firefighters, law enforcement . · 
officers,. or emergency services officers. · Law enforcement officers could,· include persons. who 
sen;e as corrections or court officers or as civil defense officers. 



. . 

RR. 802would establish a Medal of Valor Review Board (the Board) thatwoµldbe 
composed of 11 members who would each serv~ 4:-year terms: The members ofthe Boflrcl Would 
be required to b~ individuals with knowledge ~nd expertise, either by experience or training, in 
the field of public safety. Members would be appointed a~ f9Hows:J(l )t\VQ each bythe maj5nity 
and minority leaders of the Senate; (2) two each by the Speaker and the minority leader ofthe 
House of Representatives; and (3) three by the President, including one. each with experience in 
firefighting,· law enforcement, and emergency services. . · . · 

H.R. 802 would requjre the. Board to meet at kasttwice each year,. The initialme¢ting of 
the Board would have to be· convened not later than 90 days after the appointment of the.last · 
member.of the Board. Thereafter, the Boar.d wouldberequiredto.meetat·thecall of the.· 
Chairman of the Board, who would be elected by the members of the Board, 

. . . 
. . . -

Not more than once each year, the Board would be required topre~entto theAttorney 
General the name or names of those it recommends as Medal of Valor recipients. The enrolled 
bill would not require the Board to select any recipients, but itcould not selectrhore than five 
annually. The Attorney General could in extraordi11ary cases increase the number ofrecipients in 

· agivenyear. The bill would authorize the Board to conduct hearings and collectinformatfon 
fromfederal agencies to eva1uatethe applications ofprospeGtiyerecipient_s ...... Witnessesrequested 
toappear befqre the B.oard could be paid, from funds ~ppropriated to the Board, the same fees as 
arepaid to witnesses at U.S. Courts. The Board would be required to consult 'Yith theinstittite of 
Heraldry within the Department of Defense regarding the design m:rd artistry of the Medal of 
Valot. The Board could also consider suggestions receivedby the Department ofJustice -. 
regardingthe design of the meclal, including suggestionsmade by persons who are not 
Departmentemployees: . . . · 

H.R. 802 would establish within the Department of Justice aNatjonal Medalofyalof · 
Office to provide staff support to the Boardin-order to establish criteriaiarid procedures forthe, 
submission of recommendations of nominees. for the Medal of Valor a.ndfo~ the fina,l design bf; · 
the medal. The enrolled bill wouldrequiretheBoard to selectcandidatesas recipie11tsofthe' . 
MedalofValor fromamongapplications receivedby the Nati0nal Medalof\lalox dffiGe···· 

. . 
. .. 

. . RR. 802wouldauthorizeappropriations of such sumsas may be necessarytothe . > 

Attorney General tO carry out the provisions of the bill. The bill would require eachmember,of 
the Bqard to be compensated at a per diem rate equivalent to the annuaLrate of basic payfor level· 
IV of the.Executive Schedule·($125,700} for each.day he or she isperforming the dutiesofthe 

· Board. Members of the Board who are.officers or employees .of the United States, a St~te, or a 
local .government could not receive any compensation in addition to that receiyed for those 

. services: 

-2-". 



. H.R. 802 wouid repeal a provision in the ~eqeral Fire Prevention and Contrpl Act of 197 4 
which at1thorizes the President to present a "President's Award for Outstanding Pl,lbliC: Safety 
Service." According to the House committee report on H.R. 802, the intent of the repeal is to .•. · 

. "replace'thateatlier attempt by Congress to create a national medal forlawenforcement.'~ 
(The Federal Emergency Management Agency advises informally that po Presidential awards 
have been issµed under this current authority.) . 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

Justice recommends approval of the. enrolled bilL . In its views letter, Justice states that ·· 
the enrolled bill "would provide appropriate arn;lw~ll--deserved recognition to pub.lie safety 
officers who demonstrate 'extraordinary valor above and beyond the calf of duty."' The 
Department, however, advises that "the creation by statute of a new office within the Justice 
Department for the purposes set forth in H.R. 802, however b.uciable; 1s ).mnecessary ," and that 
providingthe Attorney General discretionto assign responsibilities within an existing office or 
offices would have been preferable. Justice also advises that the Department's FY 2002 budget. 
''does not include funding for this acfrVity." This Office believes the initial costs are likely to be 
minimal and can be met within existing and proposed Justice resources. ,The need for any 
.additional funding can be addressed during formulation of the FY 2003 budget. 

' . 

We join Justice in recommending approval ofH.R. 802 which passed the House by a v~te 
of 414-0 and the Senate by unanimous consent. 

Enclosures · · 

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director 

_3::. 
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THE ENROLLED BlLLlS HERB 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASH ING"T:ON; _.Cl .C. -20503 

May 24, 2001 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

_ Enrolled Bill H.R. 802 - Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor Act of 2001 
Sponsors '-Rep.Smith{R)Texas and4 cosponsors 

. .. ' 

(1) Authoiizes the President to award a Medal of Val~r to public safety officers who · -
. display extraordinary valor; and (2) establishes a MedalofValor Review 13oardto recomm:end 

award recipients to the Attorney General. · -

_ Office ofMariagement and Budget -

__ -Deparfrnent of Justice · 
.Department qf Pefense 
-·Department ofthe Interior 
Office of Government Ethics 

-- -Department of the Treasury _ _ 
_federal Emergency Managem~nt Agency 
-Office- of Personnel Management 

Approval 

Approval 
Approval(IJ1formally) 
Defers to Jllstice{lnforrrially) ·• 
·Defers toJustice(Inforrrially) _ 
Nocomment(IIlformally) 
No cotiJ.ment{lnfonnally) 
No comment {Informally) 

- H:R. 802 wouldauthorize the President.to award, and prese~t in the name ofCpngress, a • 
• Medal of Valor to public safety officers cited by the Attorney Oeneral, upon the recomm¢ndation -­
ofa MedalofValorReview Board, for extraordinaryvalor above and beyond the call·ofduty. 
The Public Safety~edal ofValor could be.awarded after September 1,2001, and would be"the 
highest n.ational award for valor by a public safety officer." __ Public safety officers would include 
persoQs seiving a public agency, with or without compensation, as firefighters, law enforcement 
officers; or emergency services officers. Law enfi;>rcemeritofficers could include persons who 
serve'as corrections or court officers or as civildeferise officers. 



H.R.. 802 would establish a Medal of Val or Review Hoard {the Board) tha! would be ....... · .. 
coI)1pbsed of fl members who would each serve 4:-year terms. The members of the Board would' 
be required to be individuals with knowledge. ande~pertise,. either by experience or training, in 
the field of public safety.· Memberswouldbe,appoipteci asfollows: (l)two ~aqµby,Jhemajority 
and mirtority leaders of the Senate; (2} two each by the· Speaker andthe minority leader oft~e. . · 
House of Representatives; and (3) three by the President, including one each with experience in 
firefighting, law.enforcement, and emergency services. · 

.· . H.R. ·802 would require the Board tomeetatJea~ttwice eachyew. Theinitial l#eetil1g of 
the Board would have to be convened not later tharr 90 day~after the appointment ofthe· last 
member ofthe Board. Thereafter, the Board would be requiredto meet at th~:call of the: 
Cha.irmanpfthe .. Board, who wouldbe elected.bythe members of the.Board .. 

,, ' 

. Not more than once each year, the Board would be.requiredto presellt to the Attorney · 
General the name or names of those it recommends a$ Medal· of Valor recipients. The enrolled 
bill would not require the Board to· select any recipients, but it· could not select more thari five 

· annually. The Attorney General could in extraordinary cases increase the. number ofrecipients in 
. a given year. The bill would ,authorize the Board to conduct hearings and c~llect information . · .. 

. frqm Federalagencies to evaluate the applications .of prospective recipients., Witnesses reque,~ted 
.. to appear before• the Board could be paid, from funds appropriated to the Board, the same fees as 

are paid to witnesses at U.S. Courts. The Board would be required to consult with the Institute of 
Heraldry within the Department of Defense regarding the design and artistry of the Medal9f .···. 
Valor. The Board could also consider suggestionsreceived by th.e Depart111ent of Justice 
regarding the design of the medal, including suggestions made by persons who are not 
Oepartmerttemployees. , · 

···. H,R. ·so2 ~ouldestablish within the Department of Justice a National Medal' of Valor' 
Officetoprovide staff support to·the Board in order toestablish criteria and'proceduresforthe 
submissionofrecommendations of nominees for the Medal. ofValor and for the fi~al design· of . 
the medal.. The enrolled bill would require theBoard to.select candid&tes as reci_pient,s of the 
Medal of \Talor fro~ among appliqttions received by the National Medal of Valor Office.· 

H.R. s()2 would authorize appropriations of such sums a~ Il1ay be necessary to the 
Attom~y General to. carry out the· provisions. of the bill. The bill would require each member .of · 
the Boardt9 be compensated at a per diem rate equivalent .to the annual rate of basic, pay fol"Jevel 
IV of the Executive Schedule ($125, 700) for e.ach day he or she is performil1g the duties o.f the .. 
Board. tvfembers of the Board who are officers or employees of the United States, a State;.or a 
local govetnment could not receive any compensation in additiOn to that receiVedJot those · 

.. " . 
services. ' 

"-2-



. H.R. .. 802.would repeal a provision in the Feder:al Fir~ Pteventio11 ai1d Controlf\,.ctof 1CJ74 
whitp authorizes the President to present a "President;s Award for Outstanding Public Safety . . 

.. Service}'· According to the House committ~ereporton ~.R. 802,·the intentor'therepeaLis to· 
''replace that earlier attempt by Congress to create a national.medalfor law .enforce~e~t:" ·. 
(The Federal Emergency Management Agencyadvises informally that no Presidential awards 
hayebeen issued undedhis current authority.) · · · 

· Conclusion and Recommendations 

::,;-:' ' ', - . ' - \_. . ' . ' ,.. ' :. ' '_ ' - ,_ --. ;,:. ·_:··.: ' . '·. ," -.- . 
Justicerecommends approval of the enrolled bilt In itsviewsJetter,Jµstice states that 

the enrolled bill ''would. provide appropriate and well-de.ser;v,ed.re,eqgpi~i0n: to public. safety 
officers who demonstrate 'extraordinary valor above and bey9nd the call pf du!)'..,., The> · ·. 

· Department, however, advises that "the creation by statute of a new offic.e within the Justice 
. Departmentfor the purposes set forth in H.R. 802,however laudable,.is unnecessary,'' ahdthat .· .. 
providingJpeAttomey General discretion to assignresponsibilities within an existing office or 

·· offices would have been preferable. Justice also advises that the Department's FY 2002budget 
''doesnotinclude funding forthis activity." This Office believes the initialcostsare likely to be 
minimal and can be met within existing and proposed J qstice. resources. The peed for any· 
additional funding can be addressed during forinulation ofthe FY 2003 budget. . . -. ' . . ' 

. . . 

. We join Justice in recommending approval of H.R. 802 which passed the liouse !Jy .a vote 
·of414-0 and the Senate by unanimous consent. 

. . 
. . 

~~~/f· 

MitchellE. Daniels,Jr. 
Direc;tor 
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H.R.802 

<Bnr iliundrrd ~rbrnth Q:ongrrss 
of thr··d;, 

tinitrd ~tatti. bf '5lmrrica 
' ' . - ' . 

,~ r~-X.>'., ;!>_:- --'.\. -~:,. ·_::-.. : -~~--.: ;! . , -~ <1 :· 

AT THE FlltS'f SESSION 

Begun and held at the Cit)lof Wttshilagton oh Wednesday, 
the third day ofJanua~, two thousand and one , 

5ln 51ct 
To authorize the Public SafetyOfficer Medal of Valor, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate artd House of Representatives of ' 
the United States of America in C?:"gress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. --1 \:.~-< '-::·:,~~'.' ,.,i 

This Act may be cited asthe 
of Valor Act of 2001". 

Safety Officer Medal 

SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF MEDAL. 

After September 1, 2001, the Presiden{n1ay a\vard, and present 
in ·the name of. Congress, a Medal· of Valor. of. appropriate . design, 
with ribbons and appurtenances, to a public safety officer who 
is . cited by the Attorney General, upon the recommendation of 
the Medal of Valor Review Board, for extraordinary valor above 
and beyond the call of duty. The Public Safety Medal of Valor 
shall be the highest national award for valor by a public safety 
officer. · 

SEC. 3. MEDAL OF VALOR BOARD . 

. {a) ESTABLISHMENT OF BOARD.-There is established a Medal 
of Valor Review Board (hereinafter in this Act referred to as the 
"Board"), which .shall be composed of ll members appointed in 
accordance with subsection (b) and shall conduct its business in 
accordance with this Act. · · 

(b) MEMBERSHIP.- . . 
(1) MEMBERS.-The members of the Board shall be individ­

uals with knowledge or expertise, whether by experience or 
training, in the field of public safety, of which- · · . 

(A) two· shall be appointed by the majority leader of 
the· Senate; .. .·... , ·. . . · 

(B) two shall be appointed by the minority leader .of 
the Senate; . . . · . . · 

· (C) two shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives; 

(D) two shall be appointed by the minorityleader of 
the House ofRepresentatives; and · . . 

(E) three shall be appointed bythe President, including 
one. with experience in firefighting, one with experience 
in law enforcement, and one with experience in emergency 
services. · 
(2) TERM,-The term .of a Board member shall be 4 years, 
(3) VACANCIES.-Any vacancy in the membership of the 

Board shall not affect the powers of the Board and shall be 
filled in the same manner as the original appointment. 
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(4) OPERATION OF THE BO~~. : . .. >' ·•· .. ·.. • .. • .. , .. 

(A) CHAIRMAN.-The. 91faittnari of the Board· shall .ht:! 
elected by the members of th~ Board froth among the 
members of the Board. ·. :,. • ) .··. ·.•·. . · • 

(B) . MEETINGS.-The Bp11rd shall topduct its first 
meeting not later tha11 QO tfay~ after th~.'1ppointment of 
the last member ap~o.intect .of, t4El initial group of members 
appointed to the Bo.ar~~ .. ~ff~r~.after, the Board shall meet 
at the call of the Chairman· of the Board. The Board shall 
meet not less often #iail twice each year .. 

' (C) VOTING AND nt)f.Es.-A majority of the members 
shall constitute a ijti.of\lm . to conduct business,. but . the 
Board may . esta61f~lt '\Ei.~"~'le§s,er quorum . for conducting 
hearings scheduled hr the l:Jd~t,d. The Board may establish 
by majority vote anyothetruJ~s for the conduct of the 
Board's business, if s\,ich. rule~ are not inconsistent with 
this Act or other applicable law .. :> .. · .. >·,.· ..... · ... 

(c). DUTIES.~The .. Board shall ·select J(:a9didates · a13 re~ipients 
. of the Medal of Valor. from . among those applications received b;y 

the National Medal of Valor Office. Not thote often than miCe 
each year, the Board shall present to the Attorney. General Jhe 
name or names of those it recommends as Medal ofVal?r tecipienJ~; 
In a given year, the Board shall not be required to select ahy 
recipients hut may not select more than 5 recipients. The At.tor~ey 
General may in extraordinary ca13es increase the mitnber of recipi~ 
ents in a given year. The Board shall set an annual tiµietable 
for fulfilling its duties under this Act. · 

(d) HEARINGS . ...,...-
(1) IN GENERAL.~The Board may hold such hearings, sit 

and act at such times and places, administer such oath13, take 
such testimony, and receive such evidenc;e as the Board con~ 
aiders advisable to carry out its duties. . · · · . . .. · . 

(2) WITNESS EXPENSES.-Witnesses requesteti to· appear 
before the Board may be paid the same fees as are paid to 
witnesses under section 1821 of title 28, United States Code. 
The per diem and mileage allowances for . witnesses shall be 
paid from funds appropriated to the Board; · 
(e) INFORMATION FROM FEDERAL AGENCIES,-The Board may 

secµre directly from any ,Federal department or agency such 
information as the Board considers 11ecessary to carry out its. duties. 
Upon the request of the Board, the he.ad of such department or 
agency may furnish such information to the Board. . · · 

(f) INFORMATION. To BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL.~The Board shall 
not disclose any.information which may compromise an ongoing 
law enforcement investigation or is otherwi!;e required by law to 
~e kept confidential. 

SEC. 4. BOARD PERSONNEL MATTERS. 

(a) COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS.-(!) Except as provided in 
paragraph (2), each member of the Board shall be compensated 
at a rate equal to the daily equivalent . of the· annual rate· of basic 
pay prescribed for level IV of the Executive Schedule under section 

·. 5315 of title 5, United States Code, for each day {including travel 
time) during whichsuch member is engaged in the performance 
of the duties of the Board. 
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(2) All members of the Board who serve as officers or employees 
of the United States, a State, or a local government, shall serve 
without compensation in addition to that received for those services. 

(b) TRAVEL EXPENSES.-The members of the Board shall be 
allowed travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of subsistence, 
at rates authorized for employees· of agencies under subchapter 

. I of chapter 57 of title 5, United States. Code, . while away from 
their homes or regular places of .business in. the performance of 
service for the Board. 
SEC. 5. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER.-The term "public safety . 

officer" means a person serving a public agency, with or without 
compensation, as a firefighter, law enforcement officer, or emer~ 
gency services officer, as determined by the Attorney General. 
For the purposes of this paragraph, the· term "law enforcement 
officer" includes a perscm who is a corrections or. court officer 
or a civil defense officer. . . . . . · 

(2) STATE.-The term "State" means each of the. several 
· States of the United States, the District of Columbia, the 

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guani, Amer­
ican Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands. 

SEC. 6. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There are authorized to be appropriated to the Attorney General 
such sums as may be necessary to carry out this Act. 
SEC. 7. NATIONAL MEDAL OF VALOR OFFICE~ 

There is established within the Department of Justice a 
National Medal of Valor Office. The Office shall provide staff sup­
port to the Board to establish criteria 1md procedures for the submis· 
sion of recommendations of nominees for the Medal of Valor and 
for the final design of the Medal of Valor. 
SEC. 8. CONFORMING REPEAL. 

Section 15 . of the Federal Fire Prevention and Control. Act 
·of 1974 (15 U.S.C. 2214) is amended~ 

(1) by striking subsection (a) and inserting the following· 
new subsection (a): ··· · ·· 
"(a) ESTABLISHMENT;"-There is hereby established an honorary 

award for the recognition of outstanding and distinguished service 
by public safety officers to be known as t:he Director's Award For 
Distinguished Public Safety Service ('Director's Award');"; 

· · (2) in subsection (b)- ·· 
· (A}by striking ~aragraph (l);and · . 

(B) by striking '(2)"; . .·· . . •· . 
(3) by striking subsections (c) a;nd (d) .and redesignating 

subsections (e), (f); and (g) as subsections (c), (d), and (e), 
respectively; and. . . . .. . 

(4) in subsection (c), as so redesl.gnated­
(A) by striking paragraph (1); and 
(B) by striking "(2)". 

· SEC. 9. CONSULTATION REQUIREMENT. . 

The Board shall consult with the Institute of Heraldry within 
the Department of Defense regarding the design and artistry of 
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the Medal of Valor. The Board may also consider suggestions 
received by the Department of Justice regarding the design of 
the medal, including those made by persons not .employed,by the 
Department. 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Vice President ofthe United States and 
· President of the Senate. 
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EXECUTIVE OF.FICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

THE DIRECTOR May. 24, 2001 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.R. 802 - Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor Act of 200 I 
Sponsors - Rep. Smith (R)Texas andA cosponsors 

Last Day for Action 

MayJO, 2001 - Wednesday 

·Purpose 
'' ' 

( 1} Authorizes the President to award a Medal of Valor fo public safety officers who 
display extraordinary valor; and (2) establishes a Medal of Valor Review Board to recommend 
award recipients to the Attorney General .. 

·Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department of Justice 
Department of Defense 

·.··Department of the. Interior 
Office of Governrnent Ethics 

··Department of the Treasury 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Office of Personnel Management 

Discussion · 

Approval·• 

Approvill 
Approval (Informally) 

. Defers toJustice(Informally) 
Defers to Justlc~ (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 
No corru)lent (Informally) 

. . . - . 

RR. 802 would authorize the Presidentto award, and. present in the name of Congress, a 
Medcil of Valor to public safety officers cited by th~ Attorney General, upon the recommendation 

· of a Medal of Valor Review Board, for extraordinary valor above and beyond the calLof duty. 
The.Public.Safety·Medal of Valor could be awarded after September 1, 2001, and wouldbe "the . 
highest.n~tiornd award for valor by a public safety officer." Public safety officers would include 
persons serving a public agency, with or without compensation, as firefighters, law enforcement 
officers, or emergency services officers. Law enforcement officers could include persons who 
ser\re as corrections or court officers or as civil defense officers. 



. ·' 

H.R. 802 would establish a Medal of Valor Review Board (the. Board).that would be 
.. composed of 11, members who would each serve 4-year terms. The members of the Board would 

• be required to be individuals with knowledge and e~pertise, either by experience or training, in. 
the field of public safety. Members would be appointed as follows: (l) two each by the majority 
ahd minorityleaders of the Senate-; (2) two each bythe Speaker andtheminorityleader ofthe ._ 
House of Representatives; and (3} three by the President, including one ea,ch with experience in 
firefi~hting, law· enforcement, and emergency services. 

I 

H.R. 802 wouldrequire the Board to meet at least twice each year .. The initial meeting of · 
the Board would have to be convened riot later than 90 days after the appointment of the last . 
member of the Board. Thereafter, the Board would be required tomeetat the call.otthe 
Chairman of the Board, who would be elected by the members of the Board. 

Not more than once each year, the Board would berequired to presentto the Attorney 
General the name or names of those it recommends as Medal of Valor recipient~. The _enrolled 
bill would not require the Board to select any recipients, butit could not select more than five 

·_annually. The Attorney General could in extraordinary cases increase the riumber of recipients in 
a. given year. The bill would authorize the Board to conduct hearings and collect information _. · 
from Federal agencies to evaluate the applications ofprospective recipients. Witnessesrequested · 

· to appear before the Board could bepaid, from funds appropriated to the Board, the sameJees as 
· are paid to witnesses at U.S. Courts. The Board would be required foconsult with the Institute of . 

Heraldry within the Department of Defense regarding the design and artistry of the Medal of . 
Valor. TheBoard could also consider suggestions received by theDepartmentofJustice 
regarding the design of the medal, including suggestions made by persons \\'ho are not 
Department employees. · · · · 

. : , ' ' . . ·. . . . . ) " . 

H.R.802 would establish withintheDepartmentof Justice a National Medal of Valor · 
Office to· provide staff support to the Board in order to establish criteria and procedun~s for the 
submission ofrecommendations- of nominees for the Medal of Valor and for the final design of 
the medaL The enroUed bill would require the Board to select candidates as recipientsofthe. 
Medal of Valor from among applications received-by theNational Medal of Valor Office. 

. H.R.,,802 would authorize appropriations ofsuch sums as may be necessaiytothe . 
· Attorney General to carry out the provisions of the bill. The bill would require each member of 

· . the Bolird to b,e.compensatedata per diem rate equivalent to the annual rate of basic pay for level 
IV of the Executive• Schedule, ($125, 700) for each day he or she is performing the duties of the 
Board> Members of the Board who are officers or employees ofthe United States, a State, or a 
local government could not receive any compensation in addition to that received for those. 
services:· 

-2'-
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) 

H.R. 802 would repeal a provision in the Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act of 1974 
which authorizes the President to present a "President's Award for Outstanding Public Safety 
Service." According to the House committee report on H.R. 802, the intent of the repeal is to 
"replace that earlier attempt by Congress to create a national medal for law enforcement." 

., (The Federal.Emergency Management Agency advises infonnally that no Presidential awards 
have been issued under this current authority.) 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

Justice recommends approval of the enrolled bill. In its views letter,Justice states that 
the enrolled bill "would provide appropriate and well~deserved recognition to public safety 
officers who demonstrate 'extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty."' The 
Department, however, advises that "the creation by statute ofa new office within the Justi2e . 
Department for the purposes set forth in H.R. 802, however laudable, is unnecessary," and that . 
providing theAttomey General discretio.n to assign responsibilities within an existing office or 
offices would have been preferable. Justice also advises that the Department's FY 2002 budget 
"does not include funding for this activity." ThisOffice believes the initial costs are likely to be. 
minimal and can be met within existing and proposed Justice resources. The nee.d for any ' 
additional funding can be addressed during forinulation of the FY 2003 budget 

Wejoin Justice in recommending approval ofH.R. 802 which passed the House by a vote 
of4l4-0 and the·Senate by unanimous consent. 

Enclosures 

Mitchell K Daniels; Jr. 
Director 
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BOLTEN. D MIERS 0 o. 
HAGIN D r/: RICE D D 

DANIELS. ~ D HUBBARD ~ 0 

BLAKEMA1N D D D D 

CALIO t/ 0 0 D 

FLEISCHER 0 .r' D D 
) 

GONZALE:~; ~ D .D D 
•' ,.·.: rl D 0 D HAWKINS' 

REMP,RKS: . . ·· · · . · . · . . . .··.· · .. 
Please send your comments directly to Austin Smythe, x54844, no later than 11 :30 p.m., 

·· Friday, May 25; :2001, and cc the StaffSecretary. Thank you. · · 
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············~········ ' 
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Document No. 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING Ml~MORANDUM 

Date: 5/24/ 01 ·--'--- ACTION I CONCURRENCE/ COMMENT DUE BY: 5/25/01 BY 11 :30 

ENROL.LED BILL H.R. 802 -PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER MEDAL OF VALOR ACT OF . - ' . 

Subject: 2001 

ACTION FYI .!ACTION FYI 

·VICE PRESIDENT " D IRASlrORZA D D 

CARD v' D JOHNSON ~ D 

HUGHES -.;1·. D LAMONTAGNE Fl". 0 
~.· ' ~···.· 

ROVE 0 LINDSEY 0 

BOLTEN ,;', D MIERS D .o· 
HAGIN ,/' •. RICE. 0 

D 
. ' ·~·.,·· 

DANIEL HUBBARD 

BLAKEMAN 0 D 

CALIO D D 

FLEl~¢HER D ."'" 0 

GONZALES ~ 0 D 

HAWKINS " 0 0 

REMARKS: · . · · . 
. Pleas~ send yolllr comments directly to Austin Smythe, x54844, no later than 11 :30 p.m., 
. Friday, May 25, :1!001, and cc the Staff Secretary. Thank you. 

!4]001 . 



05/24/01 THU 22:29 FAX 

TRANSMISSION OK 

TX/RX NO 
CONNECTION TEL 
CONNECTION • lD 
S.T. TIME 
USAGE T 
PGS. SENT 
RESULT 

********************* 
*** TX REPORT *** 
* * *** * * * * * * *** * •·••• * * 

3658 

05/24. 22: 27 
01·49· 

4 
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56958 

WHITEHOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM. 
. ' . 

Date: 5/24/01 •. ACTION/ CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 5/25/01 BY 11 :30 

ENROLLED BILL H.R. 802 - PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER MEDAL, OF VALOR ACT OF 

. Sut.>ject: ~2~00-=--1-=-·_,....-----'--'---~--,----~-----'-~~--"---~--------'~ 

ACTION 

VICE_PR~·SllDENT " CARD fl' 
HUGHES " ROVE· ~ 
BOLTEN -,,/. 
HAGIN D· 

·~ DANIELS 

BLAKEMAN 0 

CALIO ~-

FLEISCHER· D 

GONZALES ~ 
HAWKINS :.t 

FYI 

D 

D 

D 

D 

0 

r£ 
0 

0 

0 

~ 
0 

D 

IRAS1~0RZA 

JOHNSON 

LAMONTAGNE 

LINDSEY·. 

MIERS 

RICE 

ACTION· FYI 

0 D 

~ D 
. Iii"'. [] 
·-~-· D 

[] 0 

0 

··. HUBEIAR.,P -·-~~,·-~~"'" 0 
,Y.." 

'"•O·· D 

D D 
0 D 
0 0 

,o 0 

RErv1ARKS: .· · .· .. ·.. . . . .. . . ·· . . .· ··.. • . 
Please send your comments directly to Austin Smythe, :1<54844, no later than 11:30 p.rh., 
Friday, May25, ~1:001, and c;c the StaffSecretarx. thank you. 

!41001' . 



. -· 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 
. . 

Date: 5/24/01 ACTION /CONCURRENCE I COMMENT DUE BY: 5/25/01 BY 11 :30 

ENROLL,.EDBILL H.R.. 802 -PUBLIC SAFETYOFFICER MEDAL OF VALOR ACT OF 
Subject: 2001 

~~~----~-~--~--~~-------~--

ACTION·. FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT r/ 0 
~.· 

c·A~li)e:::< ' CCF.~c:.cc"''''~'·~ ;•,·;•'"'":~18" D 

HUGHES D 

ROVE D 

BOLTEN 'V' D 

HAGIN D .·~ 

.DANIELS f/ D 

BlAKEMAN D. D 

·cAUO ~ D 

FLEISCHER D ' 'GONZALES rwl' D. 

HAWKINS ~··. D 

IRASTQRZA 

. JOHNSON 

LA MONTAGNE 

LINDSEY 

MIERS 

'RICE· 

HUBBARD 

ACTION FYI 

o·· .D 

~D 
[ff"'... D. 

~ D 

D D. 

D D 
~ D 

D D 

.D .D ... 
o· D 

.D D 

·D· D 

REMARKS: . . .. · · · • .·' · . ·. .·. . 

Please sendyourcomments directly to the Staff Secretary, x62702, no .later than 1f:30 a;m., 
Friday, May 25, 2001. Thank you. 

RESPONSE: 

' ,·. 

Harriet E. Miers 
Assistant to the President 

andStaffSecretary 
. ··. Ext. s2102 . 



\ .. 

·· .... 

... . 
; ,. 

THE DIRECTOR 

. . 

·. THEENROL.J .BD BIU.;lS.~ ·.·· · 
. .. . . . . . ·~ . . 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PR~SIDENT .· 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENt AND BUDGET 

· WASHINGT~~;. o .. c. 20503 

. . 

. May ''24, •. 2001 

• MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
..... ·, 

. ..... · . . •.' . ,. ·. .. . . . . : . .. \ ' " . 

·Eritolled Bill H.R. 802:.. PublicSafety Officer MedalofValorAC:tof2001 .. 
$ponsors - Rep. Smith (R) Texas and 4 cosponsors . ·. ' ·. . . . .. 

··SUBJECT:· . . \ 

•·., .·.·····: .. 
,. ·. ·.·. :• ··.···." .. · ... · .. 

LastDayfor Acti.on. 
. · .. . 

·: ... · . 

·. ,_.' 
. May30, 2001 "'Wednesday 

· • Purpose ··. · 

. , . (lfAtithorizesthe President to a~ard a Medal ofValortopublic S;;lfetf officers who . 
. .· disph1y .extraordinary valor; and. (2) establishes a Medal of Valot Reyiew Board to recommend 
.· :, a war~ rec.ipiertts.to the Attorney 9eneral. . . . . . ·· . . . . 

· · Agency'Recoinmendations. 

·· · .. Office.ofManageme~tand Budget 

· · · Department of Justice 
.Department.ofDefense. 

·. · .·.. . Approv:al . 

. . ' 

.:; Approval 
• . . ' f 

.Approval {Informally)· 

. ;!'· 

.. ; " 

· Department of the Interior 
· .. · . Office of GovelJlillent Ethics 

·· Defers to Justice {Informally) : .·.·. 
Defers to Justice (Informally)·• .. ·.· 

.. Depa,tm~ritoftheTreas\lry . . 
. •. · .... •Federal Emergency f\ilanagement Agency 

Office of Personnel Management · 
. • .: •• ! 

·. 'oisc~ssibn : 
'·.··,_, 

No comment (foformally) 
. No commenf(InforII1ally) .: 
No coinhient(lnforinally)'' ... ··· · 

.. ·: . '·_, 

··-..· .· 

. : . . JU~.~ 892 would authorize the Presidenttpaward, and present inthe:I)ame of Congr~ss, a · 
· ... Medal of:ValC>r to public safety officers cited by the Attorney General, u.porit}ie recommendation . 

of a. Medal. of Valor. Review Beard, for· extraordinary valor above ~d beyo~d the call of duty. 
, The Public Safety Medal of Valor.could be awarded afterS~ptember 1, 2001, and would bf"the . 
. highbst:national awardfor vafor by·a public safetY officer/' .. Public safety officers would include. 
persons serving a public ~gency ~ with or withoutcoill.pen~ation, 'as firefight¢rs, faw enforcement' 

.·• .:offjcers, or em~rgency services officers. L~w.eriforcement officers could include persons who · '.·. 
,,, serve as cC>rreGtioris or court officers Qr a5 civiLdefense e>:ffic~rs. .. . . 

.. -· .. 
·, ·,"··· 

, .. • .~; 

·. :1 

·. •,:, . 

·._ ... 

, · 

. ··:··, 

,; ' ~ . 



. 
" 

- - . . -· ' . ' 
. .. . 

. H.R. 802 would establish a Medal of Valor Review Board (the Board) that would be 
composed of ll members who would each s~rve 4-year terms: The members of the Board would 
be required to be individualS with knowledge and expertise, either by experience or training, in 
the field of public safety.· Members would be appointed asJolloWs: (l)two each bythe fuajority 
and minority leaders of the Senate; (2) two each by the Speaker and the minority leader ofthe . 
House ofR,.epresentatives; and {3) three by the President, including one each with experience in 
firefighting,. law enforcement, and emergency services. 

H.R. 802 would require the Board to meet at least twice each year. The initial meeting of 
the Board would hav~ fo be convened not later than 90 days after the appointment of the last· 

. ··c,: . . . ·. . . • . . .. . .... 
·memberof the Board. Thereafter, the Board would be reqmred to meet at the call of the 
Chairman of the Board, who would be elected by the members of the Board. 

- ,._ ' ' . -

. Not more'than once each year, the Boa,rdwould be required to pr~senf to the Attorney 
General the name or names of those it recommends as Medal of Valor recipients. The enrolled 
billwould not require the Board to select any recipients, but it could not select more than five 
annually. The Attorney General could irt extraordinary cases increase the number of recipients in 
a given :year. The bill would authorize the Board to conduct hearings and, collectinformation ·. 
from Federal agencies to evaluate the applications of prospective recipients. Witnessesrequested 
to appear before the Board could be paid, from funds appropriated to the Board, the same.fees as 

·are paid to witnessesat U.S. Courts. The Boardwouldbe required to con:,sult with the Institute of 
Heraldry within the Department of Defense regarding the design arid artistry of the Medal of 
Valor. The Board could also consider suggestions received by the Departmentof Justice · 

· regarding the design of the. medal, including suggestions made by persons who are.not . · 
Department employees. : 

H.R. 8.02 would establish within the Department ofJusticeaNationalMedalofValor 
Office to provide staff support to the Board in order to establish criteria«mdprocedures for the 
. submission of recommendations of nominees for the Medal ofValor and for the final design of 
the medal. The enrolled bill would require the Board to select candidates as recipients ofthe · 
Medal of Valor from among applications received by the National Medal bfValorOffice. 

. . 

. · ... · H:R. S02 would ~uthoriz~ appropriations ofsiich sums as may be necessary to the . 
Attorney General to carry out the provisions of the bill. The bill would require each member of ··· ·. 
the Board to be compensated at aper diem. rate equivalent tq the annual. rate of basic· payforlevel. 
IVof,the Executive Schedule ($145,700) for each day he or she is performing the duties of the 
Board. Members of the Board who are officers or employees of the Unite.cl States, a State, or a 
local government could not receive ~ny'compensation in addition to thatreceived for those 
services. 

-2~ 



H.R. 802 would repeal a provision in the Federal Ffre Prevention and Control Actof 1974 
which authorizes the President to present a "President's Award for Outstanding Public Safety 
Service." According to the House committee report ol1 H.R.802, the intent ofth.e repeal isto · 
"replace that earlier attempt by Congress to create a national medal for law enforcement." . 
(The Federal Emergency Management Agency advises informally that no Presidential awards 
have been issued under this current authority.) 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

Justice recommends approval of the enrolled bill. In its views letter, Justice states that 
the enrolled bill "would provide appropriate and well-deserved recognitioq to public safety 
officers who demonstrate 'extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty."' The 

\ - . 

Department, however, advises that "the creation by statute ofa new office within the Justice 
Department for the purposes set forth in'H.R. 802, however laudable, is unnecessary," and that 
providing the Attorney General discretiqnto assign respons~bilities within an existing officeor 
offices would have been preferable. Justice also advises that the Department's FY 2002 budget 
"does not include funding for this activity." This Office believes the initial costs are likely to be 
minimal and can be met within existing and proposed Justice resources. The need for any 
additional funding can be addressed during formulation: of the FY 2003 budget. 

. . 

We join Justice in recommending approval of H.R. 802 which pass~d the. House by a vote 
of 4.14:.0 and the Senate by unanimous consent. 

Enclosures 

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director· 

-3-



'- - .. \ 

. ~\ 
.·. ~\ Document No. 

WHITE HOUS·E STAFFING MEMORANDUM "' . . . : .. 

Date: 5/24/01 
\ - . ·.. . . . ~Ol t~9V2~4 

ACTION I CON~jURRENCE /COMMENTDUE BY: ,5/25/01 BY 1.1 :30 
. . . 

ENROLLED 811.L H.R. 802 - PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICERMEDAL OF VALOR ACT OF 

Subject: .-2~00~1~-------~~~--~-~-----~-~-

VICE PRESIDENT 

CARD 

HUGHES 

ROVE 

ACTION 

~ 
rlt" 
~ 
r/ 

. · .. ~ 
B 0 LT EN""""'...-c'-.-:--c-:o~-:--.,-- - ~ · 

I 
HAGIN 0 

. DANIELS Q("' . 
BLAKEMAN D 

.t' 
D 
··~ 

·-·~ 

REMARKS:. 

FYI ACTION' 

D IRASTORZA D D 

D JOHNSON 
~·· 

D 

o· LA MONTAGNE rYf'. D 

D LINDSEY ~ D 

D MIERS D D 

~- RICE D D 

D HUBBARD r/.' D 

D D D 

D D D 

' D D 

D [] [] 

D D D 

Please send your comments directly to the Staff Secretary, x62702, no _later than 11:30 a.m., 
Friday,-May 25, 2001.Thank.you. · · 

. RESPONSE: 

· Harriet E. Miers 
Assistant to the President 

. and Staff Secretary 
Ext62702 



.. ·.·· 

· ·.· . · ENROl.f .Bll.BtLLISHERB· THE . ,· ·... .. 
·. . ·. ·,.·. . . .'._ .·· -

EXECUTIVE OFFICE:. OF THE PRESIDENT . . . 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET , . . . . 

WASHINGtON, o.c .. 2os03 . 

i~e oiRECTOR · May 24·, 2001 ·· 
. ..·"·· 

. .MEMORANDUM fOR THE PRESIDENT 
! ·. 

.. ·· .. 

.. SlJI:}JECT: . Enrolled Bill H.R. 802 :: PubliCSafefy Offi~er Medal of ValorActof 200 I 
Sponsors ~ Rep. Sniith(R) Tex·as and 4 cosp~nsors . . ·. · · · · ... 

: > . 

. .. _, .. 
' - ~ ·• . : , ·, ' : . . . ··;· 

· .. tast I>ayfor Action. · 

. · May.30, 2001 - Wednesday 

·. :,, 

: ·Purpose · 

( 1) . Authorizes the President to award a Medal .of Valor to public 'safety officers wh9 
··display extraordinary valqr;arid(2).establishesa Medal of Valor Review',Boarc:l to recommend 
.award recipien,ts to the Attorney GeneraL . . 

,., ·. 1 

. AgencyRecommendatioris . . . 

. . 9r:qce_ of Management and Budget 

. · .. · ... Departmentof Justice 
PePatt1UentofDefense . 

Approval · 

. Approval 
Approval (Iriforihafly)··.··. 

· ... 

:1' 

· D~partffient of the Interior . • 
Offic~ -of Goverillnent Ethics . · 
Departinent of the Tr~asury ·.· 

Defers toJus.tice (Informally)· 
·· Defer{toJustice (Informally). 

· Federal Emergency ManagemeJ;lt Agency · 
··.·Office of Personnei Management· ·. ·. · 

. ·· ' '·' . ' 

. ;; JJisbussion · 

No coinment(Inforinally) · · 
No comment(Informally) .· .. 

.. - No corhment (Inforrri:ally) . ··· .. 

.:;.. 

,, ·~ . . . 

•; .,·' 

.·• ·.· .·.· 

., ..... 

... •.' ... · 

·. •.'/ .. 

•.· ... 
. _1:' 

,,·, . 

':' 



.. 

. H.R. 802 would establish a Medal of Valor Review Board (the Board) that would, be . 
composed of 11 members who would each s.erve 4-yearterms. The members of the Board would . · 
be required tb be individuals with knowledge and expertise, either by experience or training, in 
the field of public safety. Members would be appointed as follows: (1) two each by the majority 
and minority leaders of the. Senate; (2) two each by the Speaker and the minority leader of the 1 

. 

_Hodse of Representatives; and (3) three by the P-resident, including one each.with experience in· 
firefighting, law enforcement, and emergency services. · · 

H.R. 802 wouldrequire the Board to meet afleast twice each year. The initial meeting of 
· the Board would have to be .convened not later than_ 90 days after the appointment, of the last 
.member of the Boar& Thereafter, the Board would berequired to meet at the call ofthe . 
Chairman of the Board, who would be elected by the members ofthe Board. . · 

. . 

Notmore than once each year, the Board would be required to present to the Attorney 
General the name or names of those it recommends as Medal of Valor recipients. The entolleci 
bill \Vould not require the Board to select any recipients, but it coirld not seJect more than five 
annually. The Attorney General could in extraordinary cases increase the number of recipients in 
a given year. The bill would authorize the Board to conduct hearings and c.ollect information· · 
from Federal ·agencies to evaluate the applications of prospective recipients. Witnesses reque.sted 

· to appear before the Board could be paid, from funds appropriated to the Board, the same fees as 
are paid to witnesses at U.S. Courts. The Board would be required to consult with the Institute of 
Heraldry within the ,Department of Defense regarding the design and artistry of the Medal of 
Valor. The Board could also consider suggestions received bythe Department of Justice 
regardingthe design of the medal, inc;luding suggestions made by persons who are not . 
Department_. employees~ 

H.R. 802 would establisli within the Department ofJustice aNation~LMedal of Valor 
· Office to pfovide staff support to the Board in order to establish criteria and.procedures for the 
.·submission ofrecomniendations of nominees for the Medal of Valor and for the final_design of 
the m{!daL The enrolled bill would require the Board to select candidates as. recipients of the 
Medal of.Valor fiom among applications received by the National Medal· of Valor Office. 

H.R. 802.would authorize appfopriations of such sums as may be necessaryto the . _ _ . 
· ·· .. Attorney General to. carry out the provisions of the bill .. The bill would require each member. of 

·the Board to be compensated at aper diem rate equivalent to the annual rate of basic pay for-level 
IV of the Executive Schedule($125,700} for each day he or she is performirtg the duties ofthe . 
Board. Members of the Board who are officers or employees of the United States, a State, or a 
local government could not receive anycolilpensatlon in additionto that received for those · 
services. · 

-2-



H.R. 802 would repeal a provision in the Federal Fire Prevention and Control Actof 1974 
which authorizes the President to present a "President's A ward for Outstanding. Public Safety 
Service." According to the House committee report on H.R. 802, the intent of the repeal is to 
"replace that earlier attempt by Congress to create a national medal for law enforcement." 
(The Federal Emergency Management Agency advises informally that no Presidential awards 

·. have been issued under this current authority.) 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

Justice recommendsapproval of the enrolled bill. In its views letter, Justice states, that 
the ernolled bill "would provide appropriate and well-deserved recognition to public safety 
officers who demonstrate 'extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty."' The 
Department, however, advises that "the creation by statute of a new office -lvithin the Justice . 

·Department for the purposes set forth in H.R. 802, however laudable, is unnecessary,;'·and.that • 
providing the Attorney General discretion to assign responsibilities within an existing ~ffice or 
offices would have been preferable. Justice also advises that the Department's FY 2002 budget 
"does not,include funding forthis activity." This Office believes the initial costs are likely to be 
minimal and can be met within existing and proposed Justice re~-o~e need for any 
additional funding can be addressed during formulation oftlie-FY 2003 budget. 

We join Justice in recommending approval of H.R. 802 which passed the House by a vote 
of 414-0 and the Senate by unanimous consent. 

Enclosures 

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director 

-3-



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

May 25, 2001 

MEMORANDUM FOR HARRIET MIERS 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

::~ ::::TARY . #I 
STAFF SECRETARYTO THE VICE PRESIDENT 

Enrolled Bill HR 802 - Public Safety Officer Medal of 
Valor Act of 2001 

The Office of the Vice President has reviewed the above-referenced 
draft and has no comments. 



··.Document No. ' 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

Date: 5/24/01 AC.Tl ON I CONCURRENCE I C.OMMENT DUE BY: 5/25/01 B'Ct.1;~Qs;,· ,-;.;;;- ~ .• ;i .,y~· • 
.· ~ii....,.. .f- .~T~:n ~ .~.o;.J; f" ~-:i --rl:8;;; V j 

ENROLLED BILL H.R. 802 - PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER MED,A.LOF VALOR ACT OF . 

Subject: -=2-=-00::_1'----~--~~--~----'----~---'--,-------~ 

ACTION FYI· ACTION FYI 

VICE PRES.IDENT ./ D IRASTORZA D D 

CARD lit' D jOHNSON r!1" D 

HUGHES. If' D ···.LAMONTAG~ D 

ROVE r/ D LINDSEY ~ D 

BOLTEN ·v D MIERS D D 

HAGIN D ~ RICE D D 

DANIELS f.11" D HUBBARD r/. D 

.BLAKEMAN D D D D 

CALIO ~ D D D 

FLEISCHER D/ ' D D 

GONZALES. ~ 0 D D 
" r£···. D D D HAWKINS 

\' 

·REMARKS: 
Please send your comments directly to the Staff Secretary, x62702, no later t.han 11 :30 a.m., 
Friday, May25, 2001. Thank you. 

RESPONSE: 

Har~iet E. Miers 
Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
Ext. 62702 



THEENROLJ EDBILLlSHERE 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND .BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

THE'DIRECTOR May 24, 2001 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.R 802 - Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor Act of 2001 
Sponsors- Rep. Smith (R) Texas and 4 cosponsors 

Last Day for Action 

May 30i 2001 - Wednesday 

Purpose 

( 1) Authorizes the President to award a Medal of Valor to public safety officers who 
display extraordinary valor; and {2) establishes a Medal of Valor Review Board to recommend 
award recipients to the Attorney General. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department of Justice 
Department of Defense 

· Department of the Interior 
Office of Government Ethics 
Department of the Treasury 

· .. Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Office of Personnel Management 

Discussion 
- ' . . 

Approval 

Approval 
Approval (Informally) 
Defers to Justice (Inform(llly) 
Defers to Justice. (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 

H.R 802 would authorize the Presidentto award, andpresent in the name ofCongre~s, a 
Medal of Valor to public safety officers cited by ·the Attorney General, upon the recommendation 

~ . . . 

of a Medal of Valor Review Board, for extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty. 
The Public Safety Medal of Valor could be awarded after September 1, 2001, and would be "the 
highestnational a.ward for valor by a public safety officer." Public safety officers would include 
persons serving a public agency, with or without compensation, as firefighters, law enforcement 
officers, or emergency services officers. Law enforcement officers could include per~onswho 
serve as corrections orcourt officers or as civil defense officers.· ·· 



.• 

. . 
;;' . ... 

. .. ·. ;~ '· 

., .... 

>: . 

.j •. 

· ·· . H.R. ·so2 would establish a Medal' of Val~r Review ·Board (the Board) thatwotild be •· 
composed of fl members wbo \Vould each serve 4-:year terms. The niembers of the Board wo'uld . 

.. . be required. to be. individuaIS with knowledge and expertise, either by expe~ience. or training; in . 
· the field of public safety .. Members would be appointed as follows: OJ tw.o·each by the m~jol-ity 

· .. ~d P1in9rity leaders of the Senate; (2)two each by the Speake.rand the·rriiµority lea~er of the · 
• ·. House of Representatives; and (3) three by the President, includi11g one eaqh with experience irt . 

firefighting, law enforcement,· and em~rgency services. · '. · · ·· 
: · . . ,;_: (.· 

~. . . . .. ,. 

. ·}fR. 802.would require th~ Board to meet at Ieasttwjce.each year. The.foitial.meetirig of 
· ·the Bmtrd• wouid have tq be convened not later than 90 days after the appointment of the last 

.· member: of the Board .. Thereafter~>the Board would be required to meet at the calf of, the c 

.· · ' Chairman 9fthe Board, who would be elected by the members of the Board; · . · · , .. 
< ., :· • • •• , ••• • • : • : ••• • ''..:·) ., 

'.•· 

·· •· : . N,cit more· th.fill once each ye.a.er; the Soard would b~ tequired to present to the A.ttorlley 
·.·General the nrurie or names of those'hrecoinmends as Mecfolof Valor reCipients/The enrolled. . .. ' .. 

bill,wouJcrnotrequire the Board to select any recipients, bl1tit couldnot select more than, flye. · .. 
. . annually. The Attorney General could in extraordinary 'cases increase the number.'of recipients in. 

. c;t given year, The bill WOl1ld authorize the Board to conduct hearings artd collect informatfon •·. . . . 
. ·. ·.from Federai;·agencie.s to evaluate the applications Of prospective recipients.: Witnesses re.quested. 

to appear before th~ Bo'~d could be paid, from funds appr,:()priated to the Board,, the sall1e fees as · 
. are paid to witnesses at U.S. Courts: The Boardwqtild qe required to consult with theJ9stltl1te,of:: ·· · 

Heraldry withiri the Uepartinent of Defense regarding the design and artistry. of the MedaJof - · · .. 
Valor>The Bpard cm~ld.also consider suggestio~s receivedbythe Department of Justice/ ' 
regarding the design of the medal, including suggestions made bypersons :who are not . 
Department employees. . . . . . . . . .· , . 
' .. · , . ·.'. ~· - . 

. ; , lfR. 8Q2would establish withintheDepartrrtent of Justice a National Medal of Valor 
.... · Office'to provide- st~ff support tc> the Board in order to establish criteria and pr:bcedures f,~r the '.· . 

subrriiss,ion qfreconi1I1endations of nominees for the Medal of Valor and for.th~fiqal'design of·· 
the medal. Jhe enrolled b.ill would require the Board to select candidates as recii)ientsofthe > , 

Mi!dal of~~lor from ,among applications receive~ by the, N ational1\1edal of Valor Office~ 
. .,.. ~ : . 

..... ·. 

., ,·, .. 
'.; 

1' •• 

~ •. r' 

...... ,'. 

;::· 

··_.,,.:_ 

· · · · · .. •RR. 802 wouid ~~thorize appropri~tions ofsu~h sums as may be necessary to th~ .. · .. 
. Attorney G~lleral to carry out the provisions of the bill: ·.The' bill would n~qufr~ each 1Tierµber qf. · . , · .. · · · · .· 

. ··.·, the.Bqard to be compensated at. a pet diem rate e.quivaleQt to the anm.i,al rate. ofba§.iC pay.for level> .·····.· • , . 
IV of the Executive Schedule ($12$,700) for each day he-or· she is performing the duties of the.. ·. ··· "· 

.. 
. .. _·.: 

·· Boa,d~' Members of the Board who are officers or employees ofth.etJnited States, a State, pt a .. 
• ..•.. :fqcal governm~iit could ,not' receive any·compensatiort)ri addition. to _that rece~V<::d for those . , 

' . . .. : . . . 
service.s. 

{ . 

. . . ' .-.. 
· .. •.··· ··,i · ..... · :·_ .. 

... 
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H.R. 802 would repeal a provision in the Federal Fire Prevention arid Control Act of 1974 
which authorizes the President to present a "President's Award for Outstanding Pul;>lic Safety 
Service." According to the House committee report on H.R. 802, the intent of the repeal is.to 
''replace that earlier attempt by Congress to create a national medal for law enforcement.'.' 
(The Federal Emergency Management Agericy advises informally that no Presidential awards. 

. ' 

. have been issued under this current authority.) 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

Justice recommends approval ofthe enrolled bill. In its views letter, Justice states that 
the enrolled bill "would provide appropriate and well-deserved. recognition to public safety 
officers who demons~rate 'extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty."' The 

. Department, however, advises that "the creation by statute of a new office within the Justice 
Department for the purposes set forth in H.R. 802, however laudable, is unnecessary,'' andthat 
providing the Attorney General discretion to. assign responsibilities within an existing office or 
offices would have been preferable. · Justice also advises that the Department's FY 2002 budget 

·"does not include funding for this activity." This Office believes the initial costsar:e likely to be 
minimal and can be met within existing and proposed Justice resources .. The need for arty 
additional funding can be addressed during formulation of the FY 2001 budget. 

We join Justice in recommending approval of H.R. 802 which passed the House bya vote 
of414..,Q and the Senate by unanimous consent. 

Enclosures 

~'l'~ .. '. ··. ·. (t . . '/ r 
Mitchell .E. Daniels,Jr, 
Director 
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THEENROwbo BllL IS~ 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE: PRESIDENT . 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D;C. 20503 

THE DIRECTOR May 24, 2001 

MEMORANDUM FQR THE PRESIDENT 

. S(JBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.R: 802 .; Public Safefy Officer Medal of\' ~lor ,Act of 2001 
Sponsors- Rep. Smith (R) Texas .and 4 cosponsors 

Last.Day for Action 

May 30, 2001- Wednesday 

Purpose 
,. ' • i ' 

' " ·' . 

· · ( l) Authorizes the President to award a Medal of Valor to public safety officers who · 
display extn16rdinary valor; and (2) establishes a Medal of Valor Review Board to recommerid 
award recipients to the Attorney Genenil. 

Agency Recommendations · 
\' 

Office ofManagement and Budget 

Department of Justice 
Department of Defense 

· Department of the Interior 
Office of Government Ethics 

. Department of the Treasury . 
Federal ~mergency ·Management Agency 

·· · Office of Personnel Management 

.Discussion · 

Approval 

/ 

Approval 
Approval (Informally) 
Defersto.Justice (Informally) 
Defers to Justice (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 
No comment(Informally) 
No comment (lnfonnally) 

RR. 802 would authorize the.Presidentto award;.and present inthe name of Congress,·a . 
Medal of Valor to public safety officers cited by the AttorneyGeneral, upon the recommendation 
ofa Medal of Valor Review Board, for extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty. 
The Public Safety Medal of Valor could be awarded after Sept~mber l, 200li and would be ''the 
highest national award for valor by a public safety officer." · Public safety officers wouldincl1lde 

.· persons servinga public agency, with or without compensation, as firefighters, law enforcement 
officers, or emergency services officers. ·Law enforcement officers could include persons who. 

. serve as corrections or court officers or as civil defense officers. 



· ... • . 

:.'< .• 

'j·· . ·. \. 

/ 

:: .'' 

,•.'.' . :"·: 

' ' H.R. 802 would e~tablish ~.Medal ofValorR~view ao{l,fd (the Board) that Would b~ 
compos~d of LL members who would each ser\re 4;.year terms~ The members of the Board would 
be required to .be individuals with knowledge and 'expertise, either by expeilence or training; in · .. 
the field 'of public safety. Members would be appointed its f6llows: (I )two each by the'trn1}ority · · 

. . ' .· . . . . . . . . . I . ,, 

· ,.and 111inofity leaders oftheSenate; (2}twoeach by the Speaker and the miriority leader of th~ · . : ·· 
f:IQuse ofRepresentatives; and (3) three by the President, including one each witlrexperience in · 
fire&g~tirig,.law enforcement, and emergency 'services .. · .,.. ' ': ' '., : ',: ' ,, ·' ' 

· ·· .,, < HJl: 802 would require the Board to meet at l~asttwice eac~ year .. The initial m~eti~g of 
. the Board would have to he corivened not later than 90days afterthe appointment of the last 
menjber of the B9ard. Thereafter, the Board would be required to meet atthe call of the . 

. Cliafrmari of the Board, who would be elected by the members of the Board. . . . 
:: .:, . .. . . . . . ' .~ . . . . ·. . . . . . - •. ' . . . 

. '.".'·:· 
' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' " ' ' ' ' ' •' ' ' ' ' ' ' " ' ' ' ' ' " ·:'"- .;_. ' 

··. · ·.· .. ·· Not rilcfre than once eachyear, the Board would be. required to present fo the Attorney .· .· 
' ' Geheralthe nrune 'or nam~s of those it recomiiiends as Medal of\l'.alor recipfonts. The enrolled, 
. ·biUwouldnofreqtiire tl)e'Boardtp select any recipients, butitcould nofselect more than five. 

'': ,: ' "' ' ' ' ... ' ,' ' ' ' ···"· ' ' ' ' ' : \ ' ' " 
., anriuallyO The Attorney General could in extraordinary cases increase the number ofrecipients in . 

. . . a given year. The bill would authorize the Board to conduct. hearings and collect information . 
. froin· F~deral ag~ncies. to evaluate the applica,tipns.of prospective recipients. Witnesses requested · ... ··. 
to ~ppear·befQre".the'Ifoard could be paid, from funds appropriated to the Boa,rq, the same fees.?$ ·: · .. ·· 

: are paid tq\V:ithe$ses at U .S~ Courts. The Board would .he required to consult with the lnsth,ute of ' 
H~raldry withitl the Department of Defense regarding tlie design.and artistry pf the :Medal· of . . 
Valor; .The Board could also consider suggestions received by the Depaitnierit of Justice' 
'f~g~rding tl}e 'desig11 of the medal, including suggestions made, by persons who are not ' 
Oepait1llent employees: . . . . . · . . . . 

... · .. ··.· :ft.k>802 would establish within the Department of Justice a National Medal ofYalor : ... 
·. < .Offic'e fo provide· staffsupport to the Board in order to establisli c~iteria and pl"ocec:hire.s for the . 

' : submission of recommendations of nominees for th~ Medalof Valor and for the final d~.sigrt of 

.... ·'·· 

",. "· .. · 

·_-:Y_ ..... 

..:. '::· 

. ~ . " . 

·•.: .. themedal. 'The ernolledbillwould require the' Board.to.select.candidates as recipients of the.· 
Medal of Valor from among applications received by the N ati,6nal Meqal: of Valor O,ffice. . 

"-...... 
•• •• • < •. • • • •' •• •• ; •' " • ... • •• 

)''•'," 

·· · · ": <: · H.R. · 8Q2 \voul9 authorize appropriatiops of such s~s ~s may be n~cessacy to the · 
'Attb~ey,General fo carry:outthe provisions.of~lie hilt The bill would require e.ach member of.··· 
:the Board·t(). be coinpensated at a per diem rate e·quivalent to the annual rate ofbasic pay forlevel 

· IVof the Exec~tive Schedµle ($125,700) for. each day he 0r she is perfo.rmi~g 'the. duties of the 1 
Board. Members ofthe'Board wqo are officers or employees of the Umted States, a State; or a 
locai govetmn~nt could not receive any compensatiOn in additiOn Jo that received fotthose ·•· 

·· ..... services .. · .• · 
-. : ' . :. ·: .. 

I\' ,.,.·,,, 
'.{ ."' .. 

'"' ·.c· ' 

....... ,:: .. 

' . -,- . 
"' •' ~: ..... ; 

.'.:·. ,/. "~ '': 

:· ~· .. : . 

. ~ :. "\·., ...... 



H.R. 802 would repeal a provision in the Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act of 1974 
which authorizes the President to present a i'President's Award for Outstanding Public Safety 
Service." According to the House committee report on H.R. 802, the intent.of the repeal is to 
"replace that earlier attempt by Congress to create a national medal for law enforcement'.' 
(The Federal Emergency Management Agency advises inforirially that no Presidential awards. 
have been issued under this current authority.) 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

Justice recommends approval of the enrol.led bill. In its views letter, Justice states that· 
the enrolled bill "would provide appropriate and well-deserved recognition to public safety 
officers who demonstrate 'extraordinary valor above and beyond the caJl of duty.'" The 
Department, however, advises that "the creation by statute of a new office within the Justice 
Department for the purposes set forth in H.R. 802, however laudable, is unnecessary," and that 
providing the Attorney General discretion to assign responsibilities within an existing office or 
offices would have been preferable. Justice also advises that the Department's FY 2002 budget 
"does not include funding for this activity." This Office believes the initial costs are likely to be 
minimal and can be met within existing and proposed Justice resources. The need for any 
additional fonding can be addressed during formulation of the FY 2003 budget. 

We join Justice in recommending approval of H.R. 802 which passed the House by a vote 
of 414-0 and the Senate by unanimous consent. · 

Enclosures 

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
·Director 
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', ' ' ~N~O~LEO BILL H.R 802 ·~ PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER MEDALOF VALOR: AST OF.. ' ' 
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THE ENROwlD BllL IS HERE 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

THE DIRECTOR May 24, 2001 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.R. 802- Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor Act of2001 
Sponsors - Rep. Smith (R) Texas a:nd 4 cosponsors 

. . 

_·Last Day for Action. 

May 30, 2001 - Wednesday 

Purpose 

. . . 

(1) Authorizes the President to awardaMedal of Valor to public safety officers who 
display extraordinary valor; and (2)establishes a Medalof Valor Review Board to recommend 
award recipients to the Attorney General. · 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department of Justice 
Department of Defense 
Department of the Interior 

• Office of Government Ethics 
Department of the Treasury 
Federal Emergency Management Agency· 
Office of Personnel Management 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 
Approval (Informally) 
Defers to Justice (Informally) 
Defers to Justice (Informally)· 
No comment (Informally) 
No comhient (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 

H.R. 802 would authorize the President to award, and present in the name of Congress, a 
Medal of Valor to public safety officers cited by the Attorney General, upon the recommendation 
of a Medal ofValor Review Board, for extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty. 
The Public Safety Medal of Valor could be awarded after September 1, 2001, ahd would be "the 
highest national award for valor by a public safety officer." Public safety officers would include --­
persc:ms serving a public agency, with or without compensation, as firefighters, law enforcement 
officers, or emergency services officers. Law enforcement officers could include persons who 

. . 

s_erve as corrections or court officers or as civil defense officers .. 



~-- --------r-
,' ·-...-·-

.·· .. 
. · .. " .. 

. :·.·· ., .. 

, · . H.R. 802 would establish a Medal ofValorRevi~wJ3oard (the Board) that would b~ , ··.- _.. _ 
· composed of llmembe·rs who would each $erve 4-year terms. The-members,ofthe Board.Would -- - -
. be requfredto be individualS with knowledge and expertise; either by experience or training, in 

the field ofpublk safety. Members would be appointed as-follows: {1) two,each by the tnajorify 
· · and minority leaders of the Senate; (2) two each by the Speclker and the miriofit)' leader. ofthe · -- · _ 

House of Represeritatives; and (3) three by the Preside11t, including orie each. with expeiierice in .· __ --• 
firefigllting, \aw enforcement, arid emergency services.·:. - - · · v: -

··, '· .. · .. 

_ · l-ut- 802 would require the. Board to meet at l~a~t t~ice each year. Th~ initiarn;.eetiq:g of -
_the Board would have to be convened notlater-thatj 90-days after~heappointl11en(ofthe last -­
member of the Board .. Thereafter, the Boarq wot1ld be requited t() meet at th_e call of the . ·• -
Chairman of the Board, who. \YOUld be elected by the me111bers ofthe Board'.' ' : - -

_ . Nofmore thin-~nce each ye~, the Board wo.uld be req~ifedto presen(to:tfi~Attorn~r:· , , __ 
·General-the name or names of those.it recomntends asMedal_ofValorrecipierits~ The.~enrolled -'_. 
biH would not require the Board to select any recipients, but it could not selectjrtore than fiw --- : 
_annually. The:Attome)' General couldin extraordinary cases increase the nwnber ofreeipients in 
a givenyear. The bill would authorize th,e Board to ,conduct hearings and collect infort:natfon , -_,_. 

___ from.Federal·agencies to evaluate the applications of.prospective recipients; Witnesses- requested:_ 
. fo appear before the Board coul,d be paid, from ·funds appropriated to the Ho~d, the sam'e fee's as 
ar~ pai~\9 w1rl1esses at U.S. Courts. The _Board would be required to consufrw}th the Institute 'of· ·­
HerC;).JdryWithirt the-Department of Defense regarding the 4esign and artistry dfthe Medal of·' -__ . __ 
Valor. •·_ i"iie Bciard could- also ·cqnsider ·suggestions received by the Department of Justice •-- - -
·regarding the 'design ofthe medal; including suggestions made by persons '\Vh¢ .. a:re not' 
Department en:iployees. . - ! ·· 

. . . .- ··' 

_ . H.K 802 would· establish within the Department of Justice a National Medal ofyalor · · -.. · 
Offi~e to provic;Ie staff support to the Board in. order to establish criteria and procedures for.the .. -. 
submissi,tjp, of recomnieridations of nominees'for the Medal of Valor and for't~e final design: Of\,, . 

the_ medal.· _The enroiled bill:would require the Board to select candidates. as recipients of.the.· 
·_.Medal of Valor· from among applications receivedhythe)~atfonal Medal ofValo_r Office.·-

'J ,··, 

_ _ RR~ 802 would authorize appropdations'of such sums a,s may be ne<;e$sary to the;,'. . _ ... -
. · Attorney General to carry out the provisions of the bill. The bill would require. each ineinb-er of 

·• ·the: Bocu::d:to b¢ compensated at a per diem rate equivalent to theann:ualrateofbasic pay forleyel 
iVofthe ExecutiveSthedµIe'($125,700) for each day he or she ts performingthe <futies of,the · ,:: :. -

-__ Board .. Membep~ of the ·Board who are officers or employ~es of the United States, a: State, or a-·· -. 
- localgo_vetn,ment.couldnot receive c;my·compensation.ili addition to~hat recei.J.~~ for_those-
services;, ,- · . - . 

. .. ; 
:'·· . 

.. ,, ::,, ... ··· .. ·. 

'.·· ~ > . . 

.·. '·'" 

::':.:. 

' ' ; . ~ . 
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--------
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.. H.R. 802 would repeal a provision in the Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act of 1974 
which authorizes the President to present a "President's Award for Outstanding Public Safety 
Service." According to the House committee report on H.R. 802, the intent of the repeal is to 
"replace that earlier attempt by Congress to create a national medal for law enforcement." 
(The Federal Emergency Management Agency advises informally that no. Presidential awards 
have b~enissued under this current authority.) · 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

Justice recommends approval of the enrolled bill. In its views letter~ Justice states that 
the enrolled bill "would provide appropriate and well-:deserved recognition to public safety 
officer~ who demonstrate 'extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty.'" The · 
Department, however, advises that "the creation by statute of a new office within the Justice · 
Department for the purposes set forth in H.R. 802, however laudable, is unnecessary," and that 
providing the Attorney General discretion to assign responsibilities within an existing office or 
offices would have been preferable. Justice also advises that the Department's FY 2002 budget 
"does not include funding for this activity." This Office believes the initial costs are likely to bej 
minimal and can be met within existing and proposed Justice resources. The need for any 
additional fonding can be addressed during formulation of the FY 2003. budget. 

We join Justice in recommending approval of H.R. · 802 which passed the House by a Vote 
of 414-0. and the Senate by unanimous consent. · .. 

Enclosures 

Mitchell E. D(\niels, Jr. 
Director 
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ENROLLED BILL H.R. 802 - PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER MEDAL OF VALOR ACT OF 
· Subject: 2001 . . . . . 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT rl D IRASTORZA D 'Ul MAE:Jb :'Mi:i;£1~l 

CARD lit' D JOHNSON 
~·.··· 

0 

HUGHES ~ D LA MONTAGNE 
~··. 

D 

ROVE r/ D LINDSEY ~ 0 

B.OLTEN rw' D MIERS D D 

HAGIN D ~ RICE D D 

DANIELS ~ D HUBBARD r/" D 

BLAKEMAN D D D D 

·~ D D D CALl'O 

~ FLEl$CHER D D D 

GONZALES ~ D D D 

HAWKINS r./ D D D 

REMARKS: 
Please send your comments directly to the StaffSecretary, x62702, no later than.11 :30 a.m., 
Friday, May 25, 2001. Thank you. 

RESPONSE: 

/,,(J(,t~t/( . AAt~- &/C .. (tfM,¢)) 

Harriet E. Miers 
. Assistant to the President 

and Staff Secretary 
. Exts2102 
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·THE ENRO~O BILL IS HERE 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIOENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON; D.C. 20503 

THE DIRECTOR May 24, 2001 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
. . 

·SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.R. 802 - Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor Act of 200 l 
Sponsors - Rep. Smith (R) Texas and 4 cosponsors 

Last Day for Action 

May30, 2001 - Wednesday 

Puroose 

(1) Authorizes the President to award a Medal of Valor to public safety officers who 
display extraordinary valor; and(2) establishes a Medal of Valor Review Board to recommend 
award recipients to the Attorney General. . · 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

·· Department of Justice 
Department of Defense 
Department of the Interior 
Office of Government Ethics 
Department of the Treasury 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Office of Personnel Management 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 
Approval (Inforrnally) 
Defers to Justice (Informally) 
Defers to Justice (Informally) . 
No comment (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 

. . . 
, : . • • -- ' . • _· _I 

H.R.. 802 would authorize the President to award, and present in the name of Congress, a 
Medal of Valor tqpublic safety officers cited by the Attorney General, upon the recommendation 
ofa Medal of Valor Review Board, for extraordinary valor above and beyond the call of duty. 
The Public Safety Medal of Valor could be awarded after September 1, 200 l, and would be "the 
highest .national award for valorby a public safety officer." .Public safety officers·would include 
persons serving a public agency, with or without compensation, as firefighters, law enforcement 

·officers, or emergency services officers. Law enforcement officers could include persons who 
serve as corrections or court officers or as civil defense officers, 



'I-1.R. 802 would establish a Medal of Valor Review Soard (the Board) tfuat would be 
composed of 11 m~mbers who would each serve4-year terms. The members of the I3oard would 
be required to be individuals with knowledge and expertise, either by experience or training, in 
the field of public safety. Members would be appointed as follows: (1) two each by the majority 

· and minority leaders of the Senate; (2) two each by the Speaker and the minority leader of the 
House of Representatives; and (3) three by the President, irieluding one each with experienc{in 
firefighting, law enforcement, and emergency services. · 

H.R. 802 would require the. Board to meet at least twice each year. The initial meeting of 
the Board would have to be convened not later than 90 days after th.e appoiritmentof the last 
member of the Board. Thereafter, the Board would be required to meet at the call of the· 
Chairman of the B,oard, who would be elected by the members of the Board. -

Not. more than once each year, the Board would be required to present to the Attorney 
General thename or names of those it recommends as Medal of Valor recipients. The enfolled 
bill would not require the Board to select any recipients, but it cquld not select more than five 
annually. The.Attorney General. could in extraordinary cases increase the number of recipients in 
a given year. The bill would authorize the Board to conduct hearings and collect information 
from Federal agencies to evaluate the applications of prospective recipients. Witnesses requested 
to appear before the Board could be paid, from funds appropriated to the Board, the same fees as 
are paid to witnesses at U.S. Courts. The Board would be required to consult with the Institute of 
Heraldry within the Department of Defense regarding the design and artistry of the Medal of 

·Valor. The Board could also consider suggestions received by the Department of Justice 
regarding the .design of the medal, including suggestions made by persons who are not 
Department employees. · · 

H.R. 802 would establish within the Department of Justice aNational Medal ofValor · 
Office.to provide staff support to the Board in order to establish criteria and procedures [Qr the 
submission of recommendations of 11ominees for the Medal of Valor and fot the final design of· 
the medal. The enrolled bill would require the Board to select candidates as'recipients of the 
Medal of Valor from among applications received by the National Medal or'Valor Office. 

H.R. 802 would authorize· appropriations of such sums as may be necessary to the 
Attorney General t6 carry out the provisions of the bill. The bill would require each member of 
the Board to be compensated at a per diem rate equivalent to the annual rate of basic pay for level 

, IV of the Executive Schedule ($125, 700) for each day he or she is performing the duties of the 
. Board. Members of the Board who are officers or employees of the United States, a State, or a 
. local goverriment could not receive any compensation in addition to that received fo~ those 
services. 

-2-
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' . . . 
. . 

H.R. 802 would repeal a provision in the F~deral Fire Prevention and C(jmtrol Act of 1974 
which authorizes the President to present a "President's A ward, for Outstanding Public Safety 
Service:" Accordingto the House committee report onH.R. 802, the intent of the repealis to 
"repface that earlier attempt by Congress to create a national medal for law enforcement." 
(Tpe Federal Emergency Management Agency advises.informally that no Presidential a~ards 
have been issued under this current authority.) 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

Justice recommends approval of the enrolled bill. In its views letter, JustiCe states that •· 
the enrolled bill "would provide appropriate and well-deserved recognition to public safety 
officers who demonstrate 'extraordinary valbr above and beyond the call of duty, ... ' The . 
Department, however, advises that "the creation by statute of a new office within the Justi.ce 
Department for the purposes set forth in RR. 802, however laudable, is unnecessary,".and that 
providingtheAttorrtey General discretion to assign responsibilities within an existing office or 
offices would have been preferable. Justice also advises that the Department's FY 2002 budget 
"does not include funding for this activity." This Office believes the initial costs arelikelyto be 
minimal and can be met within existing and proposed Justice resources. The need for any 
additional funding .can be addressed during formulation of the FY 2003 budget.. 

· We join Justice in recommending approval ofH.R. 802 which passed the House by a vote 
. of 414-0 and. the Senate by unanimous consent. · · 

Enclosures . 

Mitchell E. Daniels,Jr. 
Director 

-3-
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DocLJment No. 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM'. · 

Date: 5/24/01 

ENROLLED BILL H.R. 802 ·PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER MEDAL OF VALOR ACT OF 
Subject: 2001 

ACTION FYI ·ACTION FYI~ 

VICE PRESIDENT r/ D IRAST'ORZA D D 

CARD Ill' D ·.JOHNSON ~ D 

HUGHES ·~ D ··LAMC>NTAGNE ·:~ D . . 

ROVE. ~ D LINDSEY ·~· D 

BOLTEN V' D MIERS D D 

~. HAGIN D RICE D D 

DANIELS ~ 0 HUBBARD v d " 

BLAKE MAIM D D ·o D 

CALIO r;I'. D D D 

FLEISCHEF;t; D "' D [] 

~ GONZAL~!I~ D ,'0 D 

.HAWKINS D D D. 
\ 

141001 

141001 

r. 

<c : Ni• 'el\A · 

REMARKS: . 6-·tv\di~_r 
Please s~nd your comments directly to the Staff Secret<1ry, x62702, no later.than 11 :30 a.rp;, 
Friday, May 25, :i?001. Thank you. · 



". 

' ,, . 
... '.'i.. ( .__. :. '· 

. • WIUTEHOUSE STAFFiNG M;::::
0
DU-M-.-. ---'"'------'---'."""-:. "-.· ,'""-'-. · -·~J<? . I. 

Date: 5/24/01 · ACTION I CONCURRENGEt.CbMMl;NT DUE BY: 5/25/~1 BY 11. :30 '·' 

ENRC)LLED 1BILLH.R. 802 ·PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICER MEDALOFVALORACTOF 
.. ··. Subject: ,---2_0_01-,-'c· ·•···~__..---,,-~-~~"--~-----,,------'--,--,---,----"--~---'--~---,---c.--

• .', • ,1 j ·; ·:. '· • . .I .. • 

·.·ACTION. 

VICE PRl:SID~NT ". · .. ··rt'·· . 
J, 

.·CARD .·.· :· .. 

HUGHES·.· 

ROVE' ... · · .. ·· ..... 

BOLTEN 

HAGIN­

·DA.NIELS.· 

''. '· 

. Ill' 
.JI' 

., ·.·. If"_': 

..J :····'-'·. ·.-, 

. ·. : Cl, . 
.··-~ 

FYI 

D ' ·IRASTORZA 
"'..: 

. D; .. JOHNSON 

o·• . ·.LAMONTAGNE: 

D · .. ·LIND~Ey·• 

0. MIERS 

~· .. RICE . 
. . 

·.HUBBARD·· .. · 

'ACTION . . .FYI 

··-··o ··. ·.o 
.·rr' :··· ., 

> ·rrr 
,, 

~·-· 
.o 
;_/ 
W'.•·· ... ·.,. 

O.·· 

\ .· 

.·.o .. 
D·· .. ··· 

D 

''::..' 

D 

D 

D 

-d'···· 
D 

-o···· 

.·_: . .:, · ... ····· 
. BLAKEMAN 

·. _.:.:., ....... -

CALIO 
_·.: .. 

··.FLEISCHER -. · 

. GONZALES· 

HAWKINS .. 

"'' •.'.·· 

:~ . . . . '· ... 

o: 
fit':' 

·o 
~,. 

·'''/ 
..~: .. : .. 

-~. 

D 

·o 
··1 D· .. ·· 

D 

.o . . ·.···o· .· .. · .. · 

. ( . . 

>.,o· 
·o ·.· 

'.-·· 

·-·., 

. ·' 
. \, 

--: ·.·. 
·._ ,.·.;._ 

.:-· ,•. 

(-.·. 

. ;.: 

..... ·, ·. · .... · ... :, ' ... ·-· 

·• .... 
--R~-MA_~-K-S:_· . . .· ·· ... ··. _ . . ·_ .. -· .. _ . __ -. ..... . . .. · .. _.. , \ 

Please send yourc()mmentsdirectlytothe StaffSecretar:y., x62702, no.l~terthan 11:30 a.m;, · · 
· F:riday, Ma,y 25, 2001. Thank you. ;. · · · · · · · . - : · · · · .· · · · 

r ''·',.· • • '. 
. . 

RESPONSE: 

·.;·. 

' .... -~· ' : 

. -~ ·, .... 

. ·.. . . 

;. 

:i ~' 

.] .. 
. . - .. 
.. . ·· .. :.·" 

.••. · ·.. Harri~t. ~- Mh~rs · ·.:· . 
· · A~sistant to· the President 

and StaffSecretary 
Ext $2702 

. .(· . 

'. ",.: 

i· .. 
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THE ENROWD BILL IS HERB 
- ' ,· . 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503, 

THE DIRECTOR May 24 r 2001. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT·. 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill H.R. 802 - Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor Act of 2001 
Sponsors - Rep. Smith {R) Texas and 4 crn;ponsors 

Lastbay for Action 

May 30, 2001 ·~Wednesday. 

Purpose 

' . ' 

( 1) Authorizes the President to award a Medal of Valor to public safety officers who 
display extra9rdinary valor; and (2) establishes a Medal of Valor Review Board to recommend 
award recipients to the Attorney General. . 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department of Justice 
Department of Defense 
Department ofthe Interior 
Office of Government Ethics 

. Department of the Treasury 
federal .Emergency Management Agency 

· Office of Personnel Management 

Discussion 

":' 
Approval 

Approval 
· Approval (Informally) 

·· Defers toJustice (Informally) 
Defers to Justi~e (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) .· 
No comment (Informally) 
No comment (Informally) 

. '· ' ' . ·, 

H.R. 802 would authorize the President to award, and present in the name of Congress, a 
Medal of Valor to public safety officers cited by the Attorney-General, upon the recommendation 
of a M~dal of Valor Review Board, for extraordinary valor above and beyond th,e call of duty. 
The Public Safety Medal of Valor could be awarded after September 1, 2001,. and would br "the. 
highest national award for valor by a public safety officer.'' Public safety officers would.in'.dude 
persons serving a.public agency, with or without compensation, as firefighters, law enforcement 
·officers, or emergency services officers; Law enforcement officers could include persons who 
serV(! as corrections or court officers or as civil defense officers. · 



H.R. 802 would establish a Medal of Valor Review Board (the Board) that would be 
composed of 11 members who would each ,serve 4-year terms. The members of the Board would 
be requited to be individuals with knowledge,.and expertise, either by exper~ence or training; in 

the field of public safety. Members would be appointed as follows: (1) two each by the majority 
· and minority leaders of the Senate; (2) two each by the Speaker and the minority .leader of the . · 

House of Representatives; and (3) three by the President, including one each with experience in 
firefighting, law enforcement, and emergency services. 

H.R,. 802.would require the Board to meet at .least twice each year. The initialmeeting of 
the Board would have to be convened.not later than 90 days after the appointment ofthe last 

1 .member of the Board. Thereafter, the Board would be required to meet at tne call of the 
f2hairman of the Board, who would be elected by the members of the Board.' 

' r .' • ' 

Not :more than once each year, the Board would be required to present to. the Attorney 
, General the name or names of those it recommends as Medal of Valor recipients. The enrolled 

bill would,notrequire the Board to sdect any recipients, but it could not selectmore than five 
annually. The Attorney General could in extraordinary cases increase the number ofrecipients in 
a giveri year. The bill would authorize the Board to conduct hearings and collect information 
from Federal agencies to evaluate the applications of prospective recipients. Witnesses requested 
to appear before the Board could be paid, from funds appropriated to the Board, the same fees as 
are paid to witnesses at U.S. Courts. The Board would be required to ~onsult with the Institute of 
Heraldry within the Department of Defense regarding. the design and artistry of the Medal of 
Valot. The Board could also consider suggestions received by the Department of Justice 
regarding the design of the medal, including suggestions made by persons who are not · 
Department employees. ' 

· H.R. 802 would establish within the Department of Justice a National'Medal of Valor 
Office to provide staff support to the Board in order to establish criteria and procedures for the 
submission of recommendations of nominees for the Medal of Va.I.or and for the final design of 
the medal. The enrolled bill would require the Board to select candidates as recipients of the 
Medal of Valor from among applications received by the National Medal of Valor Office. 

H.R. 802 would authorize appropriations of such sums as may be necessary1to the 
Attorney General .to carry out the provisions of the bill. The bill would require each member of 
the Board to be compensated at a per diem rate equivalent to the annual rate of basic pay for level 
IV of the Executive Schedule ($125, 700} for each day .he or she is performing the duties of the 
Board. Members of the Board who are officers or employees of the. United States, a State, or a 
local·govemment could not receive any compensation in addition to that receivedforthose 
services. 

-2-
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; , H.It 802 · ~ould repeal a provision in the Federal Fire J>revention and Control Act of 197 4 
which aut~orizes the Presidentto present a "President's Award for Outstanding Public Safety 
_.Serv~ce." According to the House committee report onH.:R. 802, the intent of the repeal is to ... 
, "replace that earlier attempt by Congress to create. a national medal for law 'enforcement" . 
(The Federal Emergency Management Agency advises informally that no ].>residential awards 
have been issued tinder this current authority.) . · . 

• I ' ' 

Conclusion.and Recommendations 
. . . 

. Justice recommends approval of the enrolled 'bill. In its views letter; Justice stab~s that ··.· 
the ·enrolled bill "would provide appropriate and well-deserved recogriition to public safety 
officers who demonstrate 1extraordinaryvalor above and bey~nd the call ofputy.•11 The ·. · . 
Department, however, advises that "the.creation by statute of a new office within the Justic;e. 
Department for the purposes setforthinH.R. 802, howeverlaudabfo, is unnecessary,';and that . ·· 
providing the Attorney General discretio.n lo. assign responsibilities within an existirig office ·or . · 
9ffices would have been preferable. Justice also advises that the Department's FY 2002 budget 
"does not include funding for this activity." This. O(fice believes the initi~l costs are liketyfo b,e · . 

. minimaland can be met within existing and proposed Justice resources. The need for any . 
additional funding can be addressed during formulation of the FY 2003 budget. •.. ·· 

. ·. / '. .. . . .· " 

·. We jo~n J~stice in reco°'1~endi~g approval of H.R." 802. which passe~ the aouse. by; avot~ .·· • 
of 414-0 arid ~he Senate by unanimous consent. · · · 

· · Enclosures · 

1 ·• 

··. 

~ct~(t . . . . . "'-r·· 
Mitchell E.·Daniels, Jr. 
Director··. 
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·EXEcui:-1vE: OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT . 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND 8UDGET 

.:" .. · . . .· ·. 
·WASHINGTON, D~C. 20503 

THE DIRECTOR May .. 24, 2001 

··MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

·SUBJE~T: · Enrolled BiHfLR. 802 - Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor Act of:ioo1 · 
Sponsors - Rep. Smith (R)Texas and 4 cosponsors · · · 

.. ., . . '·'.·· .. ' 

. .· ~ . 

. · L~st D~yfor:Action 

May Jp, 2001 -Wednesday . 

Pumose ' 
" 

·. ·.··; .... ..._; '. 

.·:. 
,-·· . 

. ··. (i) Authorizes the President to award a Medal ofValor topublic safety officers who 
.display extraordinary valor; and (2) establishes a Medal ofValor Review Board to recommend 
award reCipients to the Attorrtey Gen,eral. · - . · 

Agency Recommendations 

~ .i 

. ··Office of Management and; Budget· 

. · .. · .. 

.... · 

Department of Justice 
Departmen~ of Defense 
Department ofthe Interior . 
Office of Government Ethics 
Department of the Treasury · 
Fed~ral Emergency Mail.agement Agency 
:Qffice of Personnel Managenient .. · 

. . 

Discussi@n . 

. : <: ·: 

.Approval• 

· Approyal . . . 
Approval (fil.forriially} ·• . · 
Defers to Justice(Informally) 
Defers to Justiee(Infortrially) 
No cotilmerit(Informally) · ·.· 

·. Nocommenf(Infoiinally) 
No cominent (Informally) 

,;- H.R. 802 would authoriz~ the President tO.award, and present in the name of.Congress, a . 
. Medal of Valor to public safety officers cited by the Attorney General, upon the recomm~nclation 
. . of a Medal of Valor Review Board, for extraordinary valor above and beyond the c~ll of ~uty ,,. 

. " The Public Safety Medal of Valotcould be awarded after September 1, ·2001, and would be "the 
.. . . . ·.:t- .' ' .. . .. •' 

·.. highest.national awarcl.forvalor by a public safet)r officer." Public·safety officers wcmJd include .. 
·persons sei'.ving a public agency, with or without compensati<;m, as firefighters, law enforcement 
officers, qr emergency servic~s Officers. Law enforcement officers could include perso~~·who 

. . serve as corrections or court officers or as civil defense officers.. . . . .. · . ·. . 

-.~ ,! 

,.·.· 

. ·~·. ·,., 
. ' 



H.R. 802 would establish a Medal of Valor Review Board (the Board) that would be 
composed of 11 members_ who would each serve· 4-year terms. _The members of the Board would 
be required to be individuals with knowledge and expertise, either by experience or training, in 
the field of public safety. Members would be appointed as follows: (1) two each by the majority 
and minority leaders of the Senate; (2) two each by the Speaker and the minority leader of the 
House ofRepresentatives; and (3) three by the. President, includingone eachwitli experience in 
firefighting, law enforcement, and emergency ser\rices. 

H.R. 802 would require the Board to meet at least twice each year. The initial meeting of 
the Board would have to be convened not later than 90 days after the appointment of the last -
member ofthe Board. Thereafter, the Board would.be required to meet at the call of the 
C.hairman of the Board, who would be elected by the members of the Board .. 

Not more than once each year, the Board would be required t.P presentto the Attorney 
General the name or names of those it recommends as Medal of Valor recipients. The enrolled.· 
bill would not require the Board to .select any recipients, but it could not select more than five 
annually. The Attorney General could in extraordinary cases increase the number ofrecipients in 
a given year. The bill would authorize the Board to conduct hearings and collect information _ 
from Federal agencies to evaluate the applications of prospective recipients. Witnesses requested 

. to appear before the Board could be paid, from funds appropriated to the Board, the same fees as 
are paid to witnesses at U.S. Courts. The 13oard would be required to consult with the Institute of 
Heraldry within the Department of Defense regarding the design and artistry of the Meda.I of . . -

Valor. The Board could also consider suggestions received by the Department of Justice 
regarding the design of the medal, including suggestions made by persons who are not. 

·· Departmentemployees. 

H.R. 802 would establish within the Department of Justice.a National Medal of Valor 
Office to provide staffsupport to the Board in order to establish criteria and procedures for the 
submission of recommendations of nominees for the Medal of Valor and for the final design o.f 
the medal. The enrolled bill would require the Board to select candidates as recipients of the 
Medal of Valor from among applications received by the National Medal of Valor Office. 

H.R. 802 would authorize appropriations ofsuch sums as may be necessary to the 
Attorney General to carry outthe provisions of the bill. The bill would require each member of 
the Board to be compensated at a per diem rate equivalent to the annual rate, of basic pay for level 
IV of the Executive Schedule ($125,700) for each day he or she is performing the duties of the 
Board. Members of the Board who are officers or employees of the United States, a State, or a 
local government could not receive any compensation in addition to that received for those 
services; 

-2-
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· H.R.. 802would repeal a provision in the Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act of 1974 
which authorizes the President to present a "President's Award for Outstanding Public Safety 
Service." According to the House committee report on H.R. 802, the intent of the repeal is to ~ · 
"replace that earlier attempt by Congress to create a national medal for.law enforcement" 
(The Federal Emergency Management Agency advises informaOythat no Presidential awards 
have been issued under this current'authority.) 

,Conclusion and Recommendations 

· Justice recommends approval of the enrolled bill. In its views letter,Justice states that·, 
the enrolled bill "would provide appropriate and well-deserved recognition fo public safety 
officers who demonstrate 'extraordinary vafor above and beyond the call of duty."' The 
Department, however, advises that "the creation by statute of a new office within the Justice 
Departmentfor the purposessetforthinH.R. 8,02, however laudable, is uruiecessary," and that . 
providing the Attorney General discretion to assign responsibilities within an existing office or . 
offices would have been preferable. Justice also advises that the Department's FY 2002 budget 
"does not include funding for this activity." This Office believes theinitial costs are likely tobe 
minimal and can be met within existing and proposed Justice resources. The need for any 
additional funding can be addressed during formulation of the FY 2003 budget. 

Wejoin Justice in recommending approval of H.R. 802 which passed the House. by a vote 
of 414-0 and the Senate by unanimous consent. 

Enclosure.s · 

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. 
Director 
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0nr iltundrtd ~rllrnth ~ongrrss 
of thr 

Rnitrd ~tatts Of amrrica 
AT THE FIRST. SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Wednesday, 
··the ·third day of January, two thousand and one 

2ln 2lct 
To authorize the Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor, a.nd for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE •. 

This Act may be cited ·as the "Public Safety Officer Medal 
of Valor Act of 2001". 
SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION OF MEDAL. 

After September 1, 2001, the President may award, and present 
in the name of Congress, a Medal of Valor of· appropriate design, 
with ribbons and appurtenances, to a public safety officer who 
is cited by the Attorney General, upon the recommendation of 
the Medal of Valor Review Board, for extraordinary valor above 
and beyond the call of duty. The Public Safety Medal of Valor 
shall be the highest national award for valor by a public safety 
ofqcer. 
SEC. 3. MEDAL OF VALOR BOARD. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF BOARD.-There is established a Medal 
of Valor Revie\\' Board (hereinafter in this Act referred to as ·the 
"Board"), which shall be composed of 11 members appointed in 
accordance with subsection (b) and shall conduct its .business in 
accordance with this Act. 

(b) MEMBERSHIP.-..::. 
(1) MEMBERS.-The members of the Board shall be individ~ 

uals with knowledge ·or expertise, whether by experience or 
training, in the field of public safety, ofwhich-

(A) two shall be appointed by the majority leader of 
the Senate; 

(B) two shall be appointed by the minority leader of 
the Senate; 

(C) two shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives; 

(D) two shall be appointed by the minority leader of 
the House of Representatives; and 

(E) three shall be appointed by the Presiderit, including 
one with experience in firefighting, one with experience 
in law enforcement, and one with experience in emergency 
services. 
(2) TERM.~ The term of a Board member shall be 4 years. 
(3) VACANCIES.-Any vacancy in the membership of the 

Board shall not affect the powers of the Board and shall be 
filled in the same manner as the original appointment. 
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the Med$l, of Valor. The Board may also consider suggestions 
received by the Department of Justice regarding the design of 
the medal, including those made by persons not employed by the 
Department. · 

Vice Pi esident 6f tfte United States afi<t" ,..-:-
. President of the ~enate. /fl j~tJYt.-

APPROVED 
MAY 3 0 2001 
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