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: 5"’V‘4.;G"ood m.orning‘. | |

Th|s weekend ] a momentous t|me |n the h|story of [
‘.;the M|ddle East. After choosmg the|r Ieaders in free |

'eIect|ons in January, the Iraq| people have gone to the =
| poIIs to vote on a democratlc constltutlon | ' |

'.,;'Thls constltutlon is the result of months of debate and

compromlse by representatlves of Iraq S d|verse ethn|c

pssEl .

: and rellglous commun|t|es These Ieaders came together

to produce a document that protects fundamental

4' _ _’freedoms and lays the foundatlon for a Iast|ng democracy

o -EarI|er th|s week the Iraq| people embraced changes to

0 ,_ fthe text that have led to |ts endorsement by some

Sunnl Ieaders as well as Kurdlsh and Shla Ieaders

r_ '_Now the people of Iraq W|II have the flnal say



By castlng the|r baIIots the Iraq| peopIe deaI a severe—j : o

blow to the terrorists, and send a cIear message tothe -

| worId Iragis will decide the future of the|r country through" |

. peacefuI eIectlons not V|olent |nsurgency And by the|r

B courageous exampIe they are chart|ng a new course for S
| ’-v‘.f'-i"the ent|re Mlddle East | s U

Th|s weekend s eIect|on is a cr|t|caI step fon/vard |n

: "_Iraq S march toward democracy and wrth each step the

| ..Iraq| peopIe take, al- Qaeda S V|S|on for the regron

| _,becomes more remote As Iraqls prepared for thrs

L »:electron the world Iearned of a letter wr|tten by a Iead|ng 5 |

’terrorlst epra|n|ng why Iraq is the centraI front i in the|r war

PR on cwrlrzatron ~Al- Qaeda S number two Ieader a man

o named Zawah|r| wrote to h|s chlef deputy |n Iraq - the

terrorlst Zaran| We |ntercepted thrs |etter and we have

| released |t to the pub||c In it, Zawah|r| |ays out why

al- Qaeda vrews Iraq as th,e pIace forthe greatest 'bat\tlje ,

'_Jofourday



He says that estabI|shrng al- Qaeda S dom|n|on over

v 'f_;gIraq is the first step towards the|r Iarger goaI oflmposmg

o _'f;IsIamlc rad|caI|sm across the broader Middle East

: -'j-_» Zawah|r| wr|tes quote [T]he thad in Iraq requ|res several'_ ;'i‘v |

_~|ncrementaI goaIs The flrst stage Expel the Amerlcans T

e from Iraq. The second stage: EstabI|sh an Islamic -

T ,;-‘authorlty over as much terr|tory as you can to spread |ts et
f‘power in Iraq .The th|rd stage Extend the jihad wave to-f"f,_-‘

" the secuIar countr|es nelghborlng Iraq End quote



Th|s Ietter shows that al- Qaeda |ntends to make Iraqvj‘;‘;j :

. a terror|st haven and a staglng ground for attacks agarnst | EE

| »‘*‘v'_*ﬂother nations, rncIudlng the Un|ted States The Ietter

'makes equally clear that the terror|sts have a problem =
| _the|r campalgn of murder and mayhem |s turnrng the

o people agalnst them The Ietter warns Zaran| that

i quote many of your Muslrm adm|rers amongst the

/v,{,common folk are wonderlng about your attacks on the

.-’;;‘,'Sh|av " End quote Even al- Qaeda recognlzes that wrth

o5 _‘,.vv;every random bomblng and every funeraI of a ch|Id the ,' 3

_»"_’[-Musllm worId sees the terror|sts for what they reaIIy are

e ._jmurderers at war wrth the Iraql people R



i

These terrorrsts are druven by an |deoIogy that

| 'eprorts IsIam to serve a V|olent poI|t|caI vision:

- ‘]the establlshment ofatotalltarlan emp|re that den|es o ok

e -, __.,'~.poI|t|caI and reI|g|ous freedom Th|s is why the terrorlsts

e ;,;_.have fought to prevent and d|srupt thrs weekend s

f:f«%..\electlons They understand that the act of vot|ng s a

S rejectlon of them and the|r d|storted vision of IsIam

A ﬁ»s|mply by coming out to vote the Iraq| peopIe have shown

o f”that they want to I|ve |n freedom and that they erI not

5 accept a return to tyranny and terror

The terrorlsts know the|r onIy chance for success is toa‘"‘f_,__ o

»‘ _J?break our will and force us to retreat The al- Qaeda Ietter | v
E _;z;polnts to V|etnam asa model Zawah|r| says quote

L ,“The aftermath of the coIIapse of Amerlcan power in e

i V|etnam ‘and how they ran and Ieft the|r agents - 5

2 mlstaken

s noteworthy ‘End quote Al- Qaeda belleves that

o #Amenca can be made to run agaln They are grave|y S



Amerlca will not run |n defeat and we will not forget S

.' f_our respons|b|I|t|es In Iraq we have brought down a

o 'v..’murderous regime. We have stood by the Iraqi people

B o through two eIeotlons and we erI stand by them until theyf_’

o vhave estabI|shed a free nation that can govern |tseIf

o ,;sustaln |tseIf and defend ltself When we do, Iraq erI be

. ',an aIIy in the war on terror —and a partner for peace and

- '»’3moderat|on in the Musllm worId And because Amerloa

e .vstood f|rm in this |mportant flght our oh|Idren and

Y /'grandohlldren will be safer and more secure.

~ Thank you for li‘steninv'g.f.-'i-,f.,.‘ e
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g Good, morn|ng b D e

Th|s weekend is a momentous t|me in the h|story of e

;the Mlddle East After choosrng the|r Ieaders |n free

e ;:electlons |n January the Iraql people have gone to the

. polls to vote on a democratic constltutlon This

Bt 'vvv-f:'.lconstltutlon is the resuIt of months of debate and

T compromlse by representatlves of Iraq s drverse ethn|c

. and rellglous commun|t|es These Ieaders came togethergvy_» ’

| _7to produce a document that protects fundamentaI

freedoms and Iays the foundatlon for a Iast|ng democracyg‘}_..V’V,"Efl o

-fEarI|er th|s week the Iraq| people embraced changes to ;,-i:f W

. vthe text that have Ied to |ts endorsement by some Sunn|

‘Ieaders as weII as Kurdlsh and Shla Ieaders Now the

IV people of Iraq will have the f|naI say




By oastrng the|r ballots the Iraq| peopIe deal a severe

g blow to the terronsts and send a oIear message to the

world: Iraq|s will deCIde the future of the|r country throughz;- B

peaoefuI elections, not V|oIent |nsurgenoy And by the|r '_; -
- courageous exampIe they are ohartlng a new course for
the ent|re Mlddle East. = e

| Th|s weekend’s eIeCtion is a critical ste"p-‘forward In

Iraq S maroh toward demooraoy and wrth eaoh step the

LR »|raq| peopIe take, al- Qaeda S V|s|on for the reglon

beoomes more remote As Iraq|s prepared for th|s

n ﬁ, eIeot|on the world Iearned of a letter wr|tten by a Ieadrng

| _terrorlst epra|n|ng why Iraq is the centraI front in the|r war[' :5 5

on crvrllzatlon AI Qaeda S number two Ieader a man

| named Zawah|r| wrote to h|s chief deputy |n Iraq — the

| terrorlst Zaran| We |ntercepted this letter, and we have 3
reIeased it to the publlo In‘it, Zawah|r| lays out why

o aI Qaeda views Iraq as. the pIaoe for the greatest battIe ey

ofourday




He says that estabI|sh|ng al- Qaeda s dom|n|on over T

Iraq |s the f|rst step towards the|r Iarger goaI of |mpos|ng

eIsIamlc rad|caI|sm across the broader Middle East | | 3
-"‘Zawah|r| wntes quote [T]he J|had in Iraq requ|res severan"_ g
|ncrementaI goaIs The f|rst stage ExpeI the Amencans T
R 'from Iraq. The second stage Establlsh an IsIamlc I e
. ’authonty over as much terntory as you can to spread |ts Vo
o ,"'"Jf,power in Iraq The third stage Extend the thad wave to " o “

. the secuIar countnes nelghbonng Iraq End quote f



Th|s Ietter shows that aI Qaeda |ntends to make Iraq(f
a terror|st haven and a staglng ground for attacks agalnst -

}f_other nat|ons |ncIud|ng the Unlted States The |etter

‘makes equally cIear that the terror|sts have a problem —_  PO

k¥ ffthelr campalgn of murder and mayhem is turnlng the

jpeople aga|nst them The Ietter warns Zaran| that

“quote many of your Musllm adm|rers amongst the

v,_,-common foIk are wonderrng about your attaoks on the

"'»”"".'Shla g End quote Even aI Qaeda reoognlzes that wrth

;every random bomblng and every funeral of a oh|Id the i

" ,Musllm worId sees the terrorlsts for what they reaIIy are e

| '-';:murderers at war W|th the Iraq| people



v

These terror|sts are dr|ven by an |deology that

epr0|ts lsIam to serve a V|olent poI|t|caI VISIOn the | |
;;s;‘_establlshment of a totaI|tar|an emp|re that den|es poI|t|caI

; and reI|g|ous freedom This is why the terror|sts have

s .;_{_'f_‘fought to prevent and d|srupt today’s eIectlons They

N understand that the act of votlng is a rejectlon of them — |

. and the|r d|storted vision of Islam. Slmply by comlng out I
j ,to vote the Iraq| peopIe have shown that they want to I|ve
“ |n freedom and that they W|II not accept a return to L

S '?‘\tyranny and terror

- _ The terror|sts know the|r onIy chance for success is to N
s "\,”'vi,'.break our will and force us to retreat The aI Qaeda Ietter
| ’Pomts to V|etnam asa model Zawah|r| says QUote “The
: :4;'._;,';aftermath of the coIIapse of Amerlcan power |n V|etnam -
~and how they ran and left their agents is noteworthy | - S

| "v":v.;.f‘End quote Al- Qaeda believes that Amenca can be made e

;L.-:to run agaln They are graver m|staken



| Amenca WI|| not run in defeat and we erI not forget

- our respons|b|I|t|es In Iraq we have brought down a |

_imurderous reg|me We have stood by the Iraq| people |

'»v;through two eIectlons and we wil stand by them until they_;;ﬁ;

| _'5_':have estabI|shed a free nat|on that can govern |tseIf o

| -susta|n |tseIf and defend ltself When we do Iraq WI|| be
_.:_an aIIy |n the war on terror — and a partner for peace and e

o :»vmoderatlon in the Muslim worId And because Amerlca

"stood f|rm |n th|s lmportant f|ght our ch|Idren and “

’.--@-grandchlldren WI|| be safer and more secure

S Thank you for listening.
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-Good morning: ‘

. ThIS weekend is a momentous t|me in the h|story of the Mlddle East

- ‘__'_:.]After choosing their leaders in free elections in January, the’ [raqi peopIe '
“have gone to the poIIs to vote on a democratic constitution. This

constitution is the result of months of debate and compromise by _

representatives of Iraq’s diverse ethnic and religious communities. These '

leaders came together to produce a document that protects fundamental

o freedoms and lays the foundation for a lasting democracy. Earlier this:

~week, the Iraqi people embraced changes to the text that have led to. its ,
| endorsement by some Sunni leaders, as well as Kurdlsh and Shia Ieaders L
o Now the people of Iraq erI have the f|naI say " ‘

By oastlng their ballots, the Iraqi people deaI a severe bIow to the

| _terrorrsts and send a clear message to the world: Iraqls will decide the

future of their oountry through peaoefuI elections, not v10|ent msurgenoy

~ And by their courageous example, they are ohartlng a new oourse for the ,

o ent|re MlddIe East.

Thls weekend s eIeotlon is a orltloal step fonNard in Iraq S maroh

= “toward democracy — -and with each step the Iraqi people take, al- Qaeda s
. .vision for the reglon becomes more remote. As Iragis prepared for th|s
*_election, the world learned of a letter written by a leading terrorist =~

explalnlng why Iraq is the central front in their war on civilization. Al-
Qaeda’s number two leader, a- man named Zawahlrl wrote to h|s ohlef '

~ deputy in Iraq — the terrorist Zarqawi. We |nteroepted this letter, and we
- “have released it to the public. In it, Zawahiri lays out why aI Qaeda V|ews
,» -Iraq as the pIaoe for the greatest IbattIe of our day o o

o o He says that establlshlng al- Qaeda S dom|n|on over Iraq is the f|rst
- step towards their larger goal of imposing Islamic radicalism across. the

broader Middle East. Zawahiri writes, quote: “[T]he jihad in Irag requires

several incremental goals. ‘The first stage: Expelthe Americans from Iraqg. "

~ The seoond stage: Establish an IsIam|c authority over as much terr|tory as
“you can to spread its power in Iraq.... . The third stage: Extend the thad ]
‘ ‘.wave to the seouIar countrles nelghborlng Iraq End quote




[ER—

Th|s Ietter shows that aI Qaeda rntends to. make Iraq a terror|st haven. Ca

'and a staglng ground for attacks against other nations, |nc|ud|ng the Un|ted

i States. The-letter makes ‘equally clear that the terrorists have a problem — |
-~ their campalgn of murder and mayhem is turning the people against them |

?;The letter warns Zarqawi that, quote: “many of your Muslim.admirers

" .. amongst the common folk are wondering about your attacks-on the Shia.”

End quote. Even al- Qaeda recognizes that with-every random bomblng
“and every funeral of a child, the Muslim world sees the terrorrsts for what

| vthey reaIIy are: murderers at war with the Iraq| people

These terrorlsts are driven by an |deoIogy that eprorts |sIam to serve

g a vrolent political vision:  the establishment of a totalitarian empire that

denies political and rellgrous freedom. This is why the terrorists have -

fought to prevent and disrupt today’s elections. They understand that the
~ act of votrng is a reJectlon of them — and their distorted vision of Islam.

- 'Slmply by coming out to vote, the Iraqi. people have shown that they want j o .
- tolivel in freedom and that they WI||| not- accept a return to tyranny and

'-'f”,terror B z__ o

The terrorlsts know thelr only chance for success is to break our erI

.and force us to retreat. ‘The al- Qaeda letter-points to Vietnam as a model

,Zawahlrl says, quote: “The aftermath of the collapse of American power in G
"~ Vietnam - and how they ran and left their agents —is noteworthy.” End

~ -quote.” Al-Qaeda believes that Amerrca can be made to run agaln They
o are gravely mlstaken ten | | »

Amerlca will not runin defeat and we erI not forget our

s responS|b|I|t|es In.Iraq we: have brought down a murderous regime. We
© " have stood by the Iraqgi people through two elections, and we will stand by
S them until they have established a free nation that can govern itself, sustain .f S

~ itself, and defend itself. When we do, Iraq will be an ally in the war on

; terror—and a partner for peace and moderation in. the Muslim world. And
R because America stood firm in this important fight, our ch||dren and
S grandchlldren will be safer and more secure. | |

Thank you for Ilstenrng o -
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