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lHE fRESiDEN'! HAS SEENA I. 
. . . · ij_jls - yzy1~r 

Remarks on the War on Terror to the Idaho National Guard - Boise, ID , 
Wednesday,August24,2005 · 
Draft~· .. 

1:ha~~. Y,<?,~,a!I for that ~arm w~!co~ej 
Q . . . "' 

o One of the best parts of my job as 
~---

President is getting out of Washington lo 

visit the courageous men and wome,n o!.2ur 

Armed Forces.{1 a.Jwreci~te having the 

chance to look ou in the eye and say: 
CT 4 

Thank you for your service. 

. t 

. 

·; 
i 

~~-~.,):" .,~~.W. !ijlil~hHj.«it~litt'1f~11("1(~ 



I am honored to stand with the brave 
-~-- _,_ 

men and women of the Idaho National 

G~ar~lNineteen individuals have served 
I ' -

· both as Guardsmen and as President of the 

United States,-. and I am proud to be one of 
) 

them) In times of crisis, our Nation 
2Q @i 

depends on the courage and determination 
Ji 

-

of the Guard. 

. . 
II 

i"':r#Se1r:vat10n 'G~PY - Cleer~e iW. :&h1s:tl \H,af\l~~t1,it:l~~,-~:1~~t/ 



You know that the call to active duty can .,, ~ 

come at any time./ You stand ready to put 

your lives on hold, and answer that call -

· because you love your country and your 
\ 

st~te./ Americaappreciates your 

courageous decision to serve - and we 

appreciate your families and employers 

Together, you ares owing 

-and public service are alive and well in 
, 

Idaho. ~hank you for your sacrifice in 

freedom's cause. 

. .. 
111 

:~res~'r\tl!~lt>n 0-op;y .. ,Q~ets'.~ ·W. :sush !Hl~l;l~W~~~~,~,~~~, 



---------------,------- --------------

I am also proud to be with the 

"gunfighters" of Mountain Home Air Force 

Base. l After our Nation was attacked on . 
/ 

· September 11, 2001, aircrews from the 

366th Wing flew more than one thousand 

combat missions over the\ skies of 

· Afghanistanl In the war on terror, y~u :ire 
; 

bringing justice to our enemies, I an,d honor 

- to the uniform - and America is grateful for 

. 
_your service. 

. 
IV ·· 

II _,. 
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Our Nation is engaged in a global war 
;p .. 

on terror that affects the safety and security 
··--' ·l!iill!lllllll~--~ 

of eVery American~ In Iraq, Afghanistan, 

/ · and across the world~ we face dangerous 

enemies who want tq h~rm our people,,and 

destroy our way of life., And thrgughout.our 

Nation's history, whenever freedom has 
'lllllllillll!i---~ '- .... -- ·-. 

. ' 

been threatened, America.has turned to the 

.; 

National Guard. 

1 
:Pre:servatiQo ;Q~:F>y .. G.eor~e 1W. :eush ·HarU!IMb''.iti'~i~~~i~f?~! . · · 



From our War of -independence to today's 

War on Terror, the Guard has defended this 

co~ntry_with courage and devotion} 

· I am proud to be your Commander-in-Chief, 

' 

and I respect and honor all _those who serve· 

in the United States Armed Forces-· 

active, Guard, and Reserve. 
-



The role of the Guard in our military is 
. . ..... .. ~ -- ' . 

unique_.( You are the only part of the 
' \jliii£J ' 

Armed Forces that serves both your state 

· and your country. lAnd here in Idaho,· 

the 4,300 soldiers and airmen of the 

Guard are meeting their state and federal 
tD ' 

respons,ibilities with courage and distinction. 

-
( 

3 . 

t ' 

1~:rtservatien ;eof>:;y .. G~ot9e w~ l!Bush 'H~tl~:i,rll~l'· . 



The Idaho Guard has been called up to 

provide disaster relief eiQ_ht times in the 
~ 

past decade) You have helped your fellow 

/ 

· citizens through fires, and floods, 
~"P"' --·- . .. . 

and snow emergencies. )The people of this 

state take comfort knowing you are on call 
~ 7""'1"" ' 

- and when tragedy strikes, they know trey 
~ ' 

can count on the Idaho National Guard. 

4 
:P.rese:r'1atl@n GQ.PY .. C~o·r~e :w. isus:h !f"il~'1~w.r .. ~~f, 
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As you p~te9t ~opr neighb~s from natural 

,9}safiler~, you are h_yleLnfl ,9 erpte_~!/~!~ 
Americans from terrorist threats. A s,eecic:.l,. 

WMD response team of ldi51hO Guar~ 

rn_E3rpp~rs is based at Gowen [Gf\W-$n] Field 
,.. . .-- . --=ii • .. ' . - ., ' . ', . . ... . 

- ready to mobilize '{VitQir] _t"lours in case of a 
; ,, 

texrorist ~t~ack '(ou .. ar¥ nQt only protecting 
' . ' ' ~ 

the American homeland, you.are taking the 
- ·.LIL . . • 

fight to the enemy. 

' . 5 
. :-!~r~~etval~iro~1 •~ ~;E:'(()'f'~:~.'W• iil:U,§~iM~~~~~·~j;[!? 



St,nce,September 11, 200!, more than 

243,000 members of the National Guard· have 

been mobilized for various missions in the 

war on terror.I Idaho now has a higher 

percentage of its Guard forces mobilized _than 
• • *'''' 

~n¥ other s~te./ At this moment, more than 

· 1, 700 soldiers of the Idaho Guard are serving_ 

in Iraq - the largest Guard mobilization in the 

history of Ida hp/ You are staf!c;!inf1 .. betwe.!3n 

our_people and the worst dangers in the world 
E - • am &: 1M1.11u. r && • 

- and I thank you for the important role you 

play in defending our Nation. 

6. 
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!--

A time of war is a time of sacrifice -

and a beavy burden falls on our military 

families. ,They~iss ~ou and worry=:bout 
.. . . 

. . · you.I By standing behind you, ttiev.ere 

stan9ing up for America - and America 
II 

aP.preciates their service as well.. Th~re are 
6 ' . ' 

few things in life more difficult than seeing a , 
' ------- a 

l~y~,g OQe 90 off to war - and here in Idaho, 

a mom named Tammy Pruett [present] 

knows that feeling six times over. 

7 
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Tamm~ 'has four sons se,rving in Iraq right 

now with the Idaho National Guard: -
~c, Evan, Gr~g, and Jeff.JL1st ye2r, her 

·, 

husband, Leon [present], and another son, 

Eren [present], returned from Iraq, V(here 

they helped train lragi firefighters in Mosul. 
• • 



·Tammy says: "I know that if something_ · 
- -

happens to one of the boys, they would 

· leave this world doing what they· believe, 
· ti CT 

, ·what they think is right for our country/ 

And I guess you couldn't ask for a better . 

way of life than giving it for something.tQat 

you believe in." /Americans live in freedom · · · 

because of families like the Pruetts. \ 1 

Thank you for your courage - 9nd i'our 

9 
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Our Nation de ends on our Guard 
.. . , \ 

, , families - and we depend on the 

understanding and support otx;our .. 

emelo~ers. Your service would not be 
' .z Ml ... 

p~sslble without them/ 

In· offices, and schools, and factories across 

Idaho, your colleagues do without your 
•• ± . . .... ---·-- "' ............. -- ......... ________ .. ·-- -· 

· talents so that. you can serve our Nation. 
• • 1 .... • • • • rn • •••• • • ••••• -- • 



sinesses ~are putting patriotism 

\ 

ahead of profit - because they know that 

I 

our prosperity and ~ay of life depend on the 

· freedom you defend./ GUard employers are·· . 

also ·serving our country - and they have 

the gratitude of all Americans. 

\ 

1.1 
i~h~servation @ot>Y ~ Geot~e llJ, 'Bush J4and~~1~,J~~1;f~3;f~~~\f 



In this time of call ,u~, alerts, 

mobilizations, and deployments, 

your employers are standing behind you -
• rsr 11• • --.~-----

. and so is your government.! Each of you 

. has stepped forward to deferid your, 

country, and your 'country owes you some 

' 

things in return. 

12 
"!1 

1p,r~s~ervatibn Gtn=>v .. Q;eor;~e 'W• :11$us·h :lii11~~~!tJ1~~~;i;'.?i~.ii,{ 
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We have taken a number 'Of steps to 
' ,_ - . --

improve the call up process, so that it is 

more respectfu_I of you and your families. 

· In most cases, we are now giving you at 

least 30 qays notification before you . 

mobilize - so you and your families ~ve 

time to make arrangements.\ We are 
I - , _...., 

-working to give you as much certatnty as 

possible about the length of your 

mobilization - so you can know when you 

will be able resume civilian life. 
l' 

13 
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We are working to minimize the number of 

extensions and repeat mobilizations\ 

We are working to ~ensure that you and your 

families are treated with the dignity you 
ii!i TP???T 

deserve - and the respect you have 

earned. 
Z'Z ·: 0 $2 

14, 
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We are also_ taking steps to improve 
@'. -

. your quality of life.( we have expanded 

health care benefits_ for Guard and Reserve 

) - · forces and their families - giving you 

-· -

access to the military's TRICARE system 

for up to 90 days before you report, and 
.a 

- \ 

/ ' 

180 days after deactivation. 

15 
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We are also expanding access to education .. 

for tho:; who serve as citizen-soldiers./ 

Last year, I was proud to sign legislation 
· Ult a 

· providing our Guard and Reserve forces 

between 40 and 80 percent of the 
II iMiJ 

education benefit available to active duty 

forces- depending on the length of their 

mobilization in the war on terroL 

16 
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) . 

We have also tripled the amount that can , 
-----~~===-· ' ' - ·' ., . 

be paid for re-enlisting in the National 

Guard or Reserve - and I have asked 

I 

· Congress to authorize a new retention 

bonus for Guardsmen and Reservists with 

critical skills.we 02~s i11 tt 1e. SLI agg_le ~~Binst 

tl:la t'9M8Pi8ts/ Our Guardsmen and 

-

Reservists are standi~g- up for America -

and my Administration is standing behind 

our Guard and Reserve. 

17 
" 
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Your service is needed in these 

dangerous time~. We remain a Nation at 

war · The war reached our shores on 

· September 11, 2001, when terrorists 

murdered nearly three thousand people in 

New York, Washington, and Pennsylvania.). 

·. And since then, they have continued' to kill 

- in Madrid, Istanbul, Jakarta, Casablanca, 

Riyadh, Bali, Baghdad, London, 
• iiillf1J: 

Sharm el-Sheikh and elsewhere. 

18 



Our enemies murder because they · 

despise our freedom and our way of life.) 

·we believe in the human rights and human 

· dignity of every man, woman and child on , 
> ilil ,---

this earth.l The terrorists believe that all 

human life is expendable.\ They share a 

hateful ideology that rejeEts tolerance,. and 

crushes all dissent/ They envision a world 

where women are beaten ... 

children are indoctrinated ... 

·and all who rej~ct their ideology of violence 

and extremism are murdered. 

19 



During the last few decades, the 

terrorists also grew to believe that if they hit 
o:l&Litsz ___ . .. LJ • . . . -··· .. L. x . . . J a; . 

America hard - as in Lebanon and-Somalia 

· -America would retreat and back down/ 
. ' 

Before SeQtember 11th, Osama bin Laden 
Q & - . . - . 

said that an attack could make America run -.. 
in less than 24 hours/ So n9w they an: 

tryin_g to Qreak our will wjth acts of violen.ce 

They kill women and children, knowing that 
e . . ~ c &:;;;;;; 

the images of their brutality will horrify 
. ~ 

civilized p_eoples . ...._ .. ) ' 

~ "~.,;A~,~ f. .. J: -

:P'iresetv~H.i.:· . ·.····~~.PY ,.. $e~r.e.e '·W. 11J.ush 1Ha1ftf!l~t~~!~l~'.~h~~~.H~i 



T.,heir goal is to force us to retreat, ~ they 

can to~eJe aoy~rnr1!ents in the Middle East, 
\ I 

,and turn that region into a safe haven for 

. ( 

terrorism. We saw the terrible harm that .. . 
terrorists did when they took effective 

.. ill ----~-
"' 

control of a failed state in Afghanistan -

a terrorist victory t~at led directly to the 

. attacks of September the 11th We will not 

allow the t~rrorisls to establ_ish new places 

of refuge in failed states, from which they 

can recruit, a
11
nd train, cind plan riew attacks 1 a . 

on our citizens. 



On Seetember 11, 2001, we saw the 
- .. -. UE -- ·-- ---- --• •• . 1111 II 

~ future the terrorists intend for our country 

~nd the li&ng\ps they fiEC willing to gg 

. to achieve their aims./ And we faced a clear 

choice: We could hunker down -
a I 

retreating behind a. false sense of security/ 

2!" we could qring the war to the terrorists -
~ - ' 

I 

s.\rikins them before they kill more of our 
• • • 

people. 

iRn~$~r~~'.t 
_22 
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That day, I made the decision: 

America will not wait to be attacked again 

Our doctrine is clear: We will confront , 

emerging threats before they fully · 
'I! 2 1 Ill ll:J ..... L. u •.• &It . . . . . , 

. materialize./ And if you. harbor a terror:st, 
' 

you are just as guilty as the terrorists 
~ 

We will stay on the offense ... 

- ~ - raq. 

~ wu-L .. c-.J Of:11t­
.. v-J ... ~· 

. I 



An immediate withdrawal of our troops in 
~· 

Iraq or the broader Middle East - as some - -· 

have called for - would on-ly e bolden the 

terrorists and create a staging ground to 

launch more attacks against America and 
l 

other free nations/ 

So long as I am President, we will stay ... 
I iliilli 

·we will fight ... and we will win the War on -· ' ~ 

Terror. 

23 
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Since September 11th, we have followed a 

clear st~ategy to defeat the terrorists and 

protect our people: 

24 



First, we are defending the homeland. 

We have strengthened our intelligence 

capabilities, trained more than 

· · 800,000 first responders, and taken critical 

steps to protect our cities, and borders, and 

infrastructure/ And we have taken the fight 

to th_e enemy in our midst - disrupting 

· terrorist cells and financing networks in 

California, Oregon, Illinois, New Jersey, 
• a -

Virginia, and other states. 

25 



Today's enemies do n,ot mass armies on 

borders, or navies on the high seas/ 

) 

They blend in with the civilian population ... 

emerge to strike our citizens ... and then-

retreat back into the shadows So we are 
\~ ~ f\ C'l/1-1 '1 I ~<y~ "' .. ./ . , . 

hJ;ltUi&fttFlem down in the shadows where 

they hide1 
- rQoting them out and stopping 

them before they ca_n attack our country 

. 
again. 



Second, we are staying on the offensive 

across the world -

society like ours, it is impossible to protect 

against every threat. /.rhe only way to 

defend our citizens where we live is to go 

after the terrorists where they live. 

27 
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WQen terroQ,sts ~end their 1a~s ~nd ni9~Js 
. a . 

I 

.struggling to avoid death ,or capture, they 
,., . . . ... TI...... .. ' • . . . ti -

. are 1¥ss capable ot arming and training and 

. : . fl ......... w · · .....• / 

plotting new attacks on America and the 
8 . I'll' I . 

rest of the civilized world. So we are -·· . - \ 

fighti~Q the en~my a ross the globe __:_ and 
'· 

we will s,tay on th? hu
1

nt u til the terrorists 

have nowhere to run ... and no place left to 
II£ ·· · · · I 1111 

hide. -

28 
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----------- --

Third, we are spreading the hope of 

freedom across, the broader Middle East. 

In the long run, the only way we will defeat 
I 

· the t~rrorists is by offering an alternative to 

their ideology of hatred and fea . 

"' b•AJ A"" ~·ct. o 
By advancing the cause of liberty in the -
Middle East, we are bringing hope to -
millions, security to our citizens - and laying 

the foundation of peace for our children and 

grandchildren. ,,.,. . .... 

29 
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' 

We are im le,menting our strategy with 

----...------· -
resilience and determination 

•m 

We are IJ.Sins all elemyn~s of national power 
I 

., 

, - r;nilit2ry, qieloma~c~ financial, iQtellieence, 
. . . a 

and law enforcement. · 
1 P"'t1:·r:"nr , .•. 



And we are fighting the enemy on many 
. iQ 

fronts - from the streets of Western capitals 

... to the mountains of Afghanistan ... 
w . lSiJQa 

· the tribal regions of Pakistan ... the islands 

of Southeast Asia .... and the Horn' of Af~ic1. 
The war on terror is a war of global scale, 

and to protect o~r pegple, we must prevail 

in every theater. 
' S" 

31 



---------- --

one of the most important 

' 

. battlefronts of this war. Terrorists have 

~onve~H~.On.lra~ bycause they fe~r the 

march of freedom .. Their ryost ,eromin;nt 

leader is a Jordanian named Zarqawi, who· 

has d clared his alle iance to Osama bin 

Laden. Their ranks are filled with foreign 
5 'i 

fighters, who have come f[9m places like . 
' 

Yemen, and Liby~. 



They l~ck popular sup~ort, ~ they are 

targeting innocent Iraqis with car bombs 

and suicide attacks - because they know 

. that the pnly w~y t~.ey can erevai,I is to 

break our will, and the will of the Iraqi -
r;eople, before democracy takes hold./ 

The 



The stakes_in Iraq could not be higher./ 

The brutal violence in Iraq today _is a clear 

sign of the terrorists' determination to stop -
\ 

democracy from taking root in the 

_ Middle East./TQey kri~w that the success 

of a free Iraq - who can be a key ally in th; 

War on Terror - will 9e a crushing blow to 

their strategy to domin8ite that region and 
, ' 

threaten America and the free world. 



They know that when their hateful i~eology 

is defeated in Iraq, the Middle East will 

have a cl,yar ec:ample of free~om, 

prosperity, apd ho~e - and the terrorists will 

b.zgin}o lore their spornwrs, lose their 

recruits, and lose the sanctuaries the~ need 
. a 

I 

to Rian new attacks. 

33,~ '' 
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So they are fighting thes~ efforts in Iraq 

with all the brutality they can muster} 

Yet despite the violence we see each.day, 
t Ml# 

· we are achieving our strategic objectives in 
. ¢ -~ 

Iraq. ,The Iraqi people are determined to 

' 

·bujld a free nation - and we have a plan to 

help them succeed. 

34 
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American and Iraqi forces are on the 
.... ·n• 

f 

hunt, side-by-side, to defeat the terrorists -
together./ And as we hunt down our 

· common enemies, we will continue to train 
' ' 

more Iraqi security forces. {Like free people 

everywhere, Iraqis desire to defend their 
a• -

own country - and we are helping them 

achieve that goal. 
' 

35 
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Our approach can be s4mmed ue~ !P!s ~ay: 
__ Q 

As Iraqis stand up, we will stand down 
. . . - *i - 7 

And when Iraqi -forces can defend their 

' 

freedom by tr king more and more of ,the 

,_ fight to the enemy, our troops will come 
ii .. . 2 .. '' .. • .. · .... z 

\ . 



At the same time, we are helping the 

Iraqi people establish a secure democrac~ 

The people of Iraq have made a choice./ 

· In spite of threats and assassinations, 

. eight-and-a-half million Iraqis went to the 

polls in January. 
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And by castir19 their ballots -in defiance of 

the terrorists, they sent a 'clear and 

unmistakable message to the world:. 

· It does not matter where you are born, 

or what faith you' follow - embedded in 
• 4 

every soul is the deep desire to live in 
\ 

freedom. The Iraqi people want to live in 

. freedorn - and we are helpin'g them do so. -
' I 
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1 

Members of the fdaho Guard know the 

Iraqi people's ·desire for liberty - becaus~ 

they have seen it up close 

Specialist Matt Salisbury [present] 
a 

otNampa.helped provide security for the 
Q ' 

elections/ He describes seeing an Iraq~ 
family helping an elderly man to the polls to 

vote that day. 

g· 
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' / 

Matt says: "The pride radiating from his 

face WGIS unmistakilble/ With one act, he 
\ 

recovered his dignity, which _had been 

· stolen by a tyrant/ How can I possibly 
. ' 

describe the return of hope and dignity that 
,, 

I· saw in these people's eyes .... It is worth 

the sacrifice of leaving families, jobs, and a 
.., ... ~ 

) 

I 

'Safe life ... I am proud to be a 

· citizen-solider in the 1161
hl Brigade Combat 

Team serving in Iraq/I am proud to stand 

my watch." 
;;;;::: . 



1----------- ------ -----------------

ldahq i§ proud of soldiers like Specialist 

Matt Salisbury - and so are all the 

American people. 

' ' 



l -

The success of the Iraqi elections was 

more than a momentary victory for the Iraqi 

people - it was part of a series of defeats · 
p 

· for the terrorists./ The terrorists have sown 

' 

havoc and destruction across Iraq - by 
I 

killing innocent men, women and chilc;jren 
. ; 

they are trying to shake the will of the' Iraqis 

and coalition torc,es/ Yet the violence ~s 

not stopped the Iraqi people from building a , 

free Iraq.I The terrorists failed to stop the 

. transfer of sovereignty. 
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They failed to stop Iraqis from running for 

office and going to the polls/ An~ they , 
. . . ' 

failed to stop a democratic government 

,· from taking power in Iraq. The terrorists 
. "o 

2Q 

can kill the innocent - but they cannot stop 

the political process which will ultimately 
- . .. . 7 .. p,- ·-· 

lead to freedom. 

4.3 



f1ight nc:w, the l~aqi peopl~ are 

achieving a£1other important vict~ry over the 

terrorists./ ~es~ite t~':2ats, intimidation, and 
~ 

the assassination of some of its 'members, 

~raq'~ constitutional drafting committee has 

submitted a constitution to 

Iraq's Transitional National As9
3
embly, 

arld Lfa9i negotia!ors are now further 
/ 

debating and revising the text. 



The establishment of a democratic 

constitution will be a landmark event in the 

hlstory of Iraq - and the history.of the 

Middle East. It ""ill b~inJJ us closer to t~e 

da~ when Ira~ is a nation.Jhp.t can gov7i~n 

itself, sustain itself, and defend itself -
.... · . . . fl . U&L . i 

And it will send a qleg_r signal to people 
... a 

across the Middle East that the future 
Iii 11 

~!31ongs to freedom. 
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P~oducing a 9onstituti~n is a ~,ifficu,lt 

process that involves debate and 
. _., 

cc;imeromiSe. /we know this frorp our ow~ 
· history., Our Constitutional Convention was 

home to political rivalries apd regional 
' 

disagreements. And the document that our 
7 . I ·· . . . 

f~unders .Produced in Philadelphia W£S npt 

the final word - it has been amended and. 

chan~rd many tir,nes over the centuries' 



[,flgi~ are now at the beginning of a long 
• 

process. Like our founders, 

they are grappling with difficult issues -

such as the rgle of the federal governm
1
ent, 

and the proper place of religion in the life of 
.. . . .. 2 . • 

their nation./ And like our fqunders, thyy will, 

come uRdwith a system that respects the 

·traditions of their country and guarantees 
. . . 0 Ft 

the rights of all its citizens. 
I 

45 ' 
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What is important is that lragis are rysolvi~g 

, these issues through debate and discussion 
... ] E 

- not at the barrel of a gun. Americans 

a,~mir~ th~ir tpouQhtful deliberatio
7
ns -

I 

and we salute t~eir dyterminatipn tQ lay th~ 

foundation for a lasting democracy ~mi~ the 

ruins of a brutal dictatorship. 
"' . . lllf!fl .,. I ... 
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The battle lines in Iraq are now ctearl~ 

drawn for all the world to see - and there is 

no middle ground./ TrarJsfo~fiUi~ a cour;try 

that was ruled by an oppre~~ive dicta!or 

wl}o sponsor~,g 1terro,r, into a free nation tP~! 
~ 

· ~ a11 ally in 1th~ war on terror, will take more · 
I 

. time, more sacrifice, and continued resolve 

The terrorists ill emer e from Iraq one of 

two ways: emboldened or defeated. 
. -



Every free nation has a stake in t,he 

succ~ss of1~!3.!!:§!9J pe~ple.( If the terrorists 
, . &Q .· L~ 

wer~ !o wi~.J!l. l~aq, .. the fr~e wor!d wi~ ~e 

· more vulnerable to attacks on innocent 
I 

. ...----.civ~ And that is why, for the sake of our - . ~~-·~--------- a 

children and grandc,hildren, the terrorists 

47 
:P,resetva~lon !Gei>PY .. Gee>rae ·w;. Su·sh iH~:rt'4:~~~ .· 



There will be more difficult moments on 

the path to victory. Yetwe can have 

confidence in the future - because we have 

· seen freedom co~qu~r e'!!!..and secure ~e 

peace betor{ In World War II, free nations 
' ' 

came together to fight the ideology of 

fa,scism - and freedom prevaile . 

In the Cold War, freedom defeated the , ___ _ 
ideology of communism and led to a 

Europe whole, free, and at peace. 

48 ' 
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Now, ;mce agajn, freedom is c~ntending ...._ 

·. with the followers of a murderous ideolog~ 

And lik~ d~_he hateful idEtologies that came 
~ 

·before it, the·darkness of terror will be 

defeated - and the forces .of freedom and 
.... ~ 

moderation will prevail throughout the 
- I 

Muslim world. 

' \ 
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In the end, the terrorists will fail because 
w 

they have nothing positive ti offer./ 

. . .J ,, • ...,. (.. W'J ·"""'""''"' J 
The terronst Zar9aw1 sums up their appeal 

'I 

· this way: "Anyone who stands in the way of 
% . . . 

our struggle is our enemy,, a target of our 
• . aw 

swords."(That is the sum of the terrorists' 

grim vision/ They are brutal am:! enssti.ve 

killers - but nothing more. 
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They seek to exploit a great religion, but in 
°3 

. ' -
truth, they are animated by nothing but their·· 

f2 2 

~ 

own lust for poyver, and their desire for 
.pi. . . 

· dominion over other~ And while they may 

sow death and destruction for a time, the 
. ---v-

history of the last half-century is cl~ar: 

·The will to power cannot withstand the·will 
l1flJilii 

to live'in freedom. 
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We will prevail in this struggle because-
.,,. . .I -. . . - - "D7s . a 

freedom is the permanent hope of mankind - - . ----· ~-- -

- and because we have on our side the 
. 1T 

· greatest force for freedom in the history· of 
' - ,._ .. ii£ 0 

the world: the brave men and women of the ... -- ...__ "'"' 

United States Armed Forces} Si~ce the 
L. za 

founding of our Republic, every generation 

has produced patriots wtllin£) to sacrifice for 
&£ ' 

our freedo~. And since the morning of 

September 11th, we have known that the · 

war on ~terror would require great sacrifice, 

as~~JI. 
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In this war, we have said farewell to 

. some very good men and women -

including heroes of ,our National 

· Guard and Reserve.Jwe mourn the loss of 

every life - we_pray for th.eir loved o.n .. es./ · 
. ' ' 

These brave men and women gave their 

lives for a gause that is just and necessary 

for the security of our country - and now we 

will honor their sacrifice. by completing their 
. ' -

m1ss1on. 

/ 
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The men and women of the Idaho 

Guard are serving fre.edom's cause with 
' 'X . &_.... . 

~ourage and distinction - and your courage 

·. is changing the world/ 

Specialist Charles Glenn [not present] 

of Boise has been on the front- lines in Iraq, 

and he has seen th~ progress first harJd/ 

He sals: "!. k~ow ldah? [has] made a big .. 
~ 

difference here .... We've been a part of. 

history." 
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I 

The citizen-soldiers of Idaho are 

ma~ing history) You are fighting to ensure 
; 4 

that our freedom, like the State of Idaho, 
"'"' 

----.. __ _ 
·may "endure forever." Americans are 

grateful for your devotiqn to duty and 
.. . 

---~·---
courage under fire - and we will liv)e in 

freedom b.ecause of your determination to 

prevail. · 
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I 
I 

Thank you for your service to our 

country. May God bless the people of this 

. great state - and may God continue to 

bless the United States of America. 
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