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 THE PRESIDENT HAS SEER

o) s - el
Remarks on the War on Terror to the Idaho Natlonal Guard — BO|se ID |
Wednesday August 24, 2005

all for that warm welcome.

| am pleasedto be in the\great State of _

Jaho.JOne of the best partS of my job as
President is getting out of Washingtonto |

sit e courageous men and women our

| Aed Fore. I app recite having the

“chance to look you in the eye and ':’

“ Thank you for your service.




lam honored to stand with the brave

men and women of the Idaho National

Guard.| Nineteen individuals have served

“both as Guards and és President of the '

United States — and | am proud to be one of

3

In times of crisis, our Nation
“depends on the courage and drmination |

of the Gd.,




m%%

You know that 0 active duty can

come at any time. You stand ready to put |

your lives on hold, and answer that call —

Lo

“because you love your country and your

courageous decision to serve — and we

%

 appreciate your families and employers

who suppt you in your vital Work.* |

Tog,ou are showing that patriotist

~and public service are alive and well in

Idaho. !Thank you fo ur sacrifice in

- freedom’s cause.

1 o




“gunfighters” of H'ome

Ty

Air Force

T

Base. After on |

‘September 11, 2001, aircrews from the

ng In the war on terror, you are

[ N

 Afg hanista

 bringing ’justivce to fo}ries,” honor
~ tothe 'uvni_f'orm —and America is gratefdl for

your service.

iv
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Ackn@w!edgments_
» Mrs. Laura Busk

“e Governor Di

‘and wife, Patricia and family -

‘e Senator Larry Cra g (R-ID), m

- and wife, Suzanne and family

+ Senator Mike Craypo (R-1D)

~ + Congressman Butch Otter (R-1D)

(event in his district) and ¢
« Congressman Mike Simpson (R-ID)




. eges.;[GED-dis] (R),

President Pro Tem, Idaho Senate

(R), Speakér, |

e Bruce Newco

~ |daho Housé of Representatives

0

(R), Majority Leader, Idaho Senate

(non-partisan),

~ » Mayor Tom Dale
R City of Nampa

» Mayor David Beeter (non-partisan),

City of qise .

e -iche(r

te local officials here today




o ‘ﬁLieutehant General Steve Blum ,*
~ Chief, National Guard Bureau

e Major General L

'Commanding General, Idaho National Guard -

N .. A,

» Brigadier General ‘

—

Deputy Commanding General,

daho Air National Guard

» Colonel Bill ShaWver, Chief of Staff,

Idaho National Guard

e Colonel g, Commahder,

366" Fighter Wing, Mountain Home AFB,

Idaho




- Our Nation is engaged in a global war

on terror that affects the safety and security

| n Iraq, Afghanistan

- and across the world, we face dangerous

SRR

and

~ destroy our way of life.{ And throughout our
Nation’s history, whenever freedom has

been threatened, America has turned to the

"
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From our War of Indepengdence to today's

2
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 The Idaho Guard has up to |

provide disaster relief eight ti

=

and snow emergencies. | The people of this

state take comfort knowing you are o call
 —and when tragedy strikes, they know they

- can count on the Idaho National Guard.

4
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e&rica from terrorist threat A special

'WMD respanse 'team of

pembers is based at Gowen [GAW-en]

— ready to mobilize within hr incaseofa

terrorist attac

theer'c:an homeland, you are takin t\e

fi'toﬁ the enemy.




Since September 11, 2001, '

243,000 members of the National Guard have

her st

| o and the worst dangers in the world







 husband, Leon [present], and another son,

Eren [present], returned from Iraq, where




“happens to ‘ of the boys,

o4

- you believe in.” fAmericans liv

in freedom -

because of families like the Pruetts. X

‘Thank you for your courage — and your

selfless devotion to

9




hr colleag ues do without yr‘

T

- ,t,s SO t\ you can serve our




are putting patriotism

ahead of profit — because they know that

our prosperity and way of life depend on the

'/ freedom you défend.GUard employers are’

| also se rvmgour CO untry ave

the gratltude of aII Amerlcans

11
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has stepped foard to

your émployers are-sting behind you —

~and so Is your gOvernment. Each of you

your

country, and your country owes you some

thingé in return.

12
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We have taken a number of steps to

improve the call up process, so that itis

more respectful of you and your families.

In most cases, we are now giving you at

least 30 d \noion before you

_13




We are working to minimize the number of

extensind repbi’lizations.

are workin'g to re'that you and your
| families are treated with the dignity you
deserve — and the respect you‘ have

14




We also. taking steps to improve

| your quality of’Iife. We e'xpanded»

health care benefits for Guard rd and Reserve

| forces and thelr famllles glvmg you

| access to themllltary S TRICARE system .

for up to 90 days beore you report and

180 days‘aftectivation.




for those who serve as citizen-soldiers. j
Last year, | was proud to sign legislation

rd and Reserve forces

mobilization in the war on terror.

16
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and my Administration is standing behind

our Guard and Reserve.

17




Your service is needed in these

dangerous time.- We remaihaNatiOn at

The war reached our shoree on

| September 11, 2001,

| mu.rdered ‘hearly threethousand people 'i'h

: And smce then ~they have contmued‘ to 'k|II |

—in Madrldlstanbul Jakarta Casablanca

~ Riyadh Ball Baghdad London

- Sharm el-Sheikh anc

18
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Our enemies murder because they
despise our freedom and our way of life ]
~ We believe in the human rights and human

- where women are beaten ...
children are indoctrinated ...

and extremism are murdered.

 1'9,
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During the last few decades, 'the

inless than 24 hours/ So now they are




oal is to force us to retreat, $o they

hich they -



we could rin‘

strikin 9 {m




Our doctrine is clear: We will confront -

4
254

7 We will




An immediate withdrawal of our troops in-

- have called for — woul

terrorists and ceate a staging ground o

launch more attacks against America and

So long as | am

T

President, we will stay ...

'e will fit; | ande will win the r ”




" Since September 11", we have followed a
clear strategy to defeat the terrorists and

protect our pecjple“: |

24

Preservation Copy - George W. Bush Handw




First, We are defending the homeland.
We have strengthencd our nteligence
800,000 frst responders, and taken crifca
~ ste » 0 rs, and
infractre? And we fight
to VI In our midst — ; | 4

Virginia, _and |

25




~ They blend in with the civilian population ...

~ emerge to strike our Cii,

ack into the shadows ' Sow |
\7?*7 NDW |

satine-them down in the shadows Where

they hide — rooting them out and stopping

“them before they can attack our country




27




~are less capable of arming and training and

 plotting new Lattaks America and the




| Third, we are spreading the hope of

freedom across the broader Middle East.

| In the Iong run, the onty way WeWIll defeat

;the by offermg an alternale to

thelr |deology of hatred and r
Yoot fac G oolz
| By advancmg the cause of Ilberty

| MlddIeEast, we are brlngmg hope to

m|II|ons securlty to our C|t|zens and Iaylng

‘the foundation of | for ochlldren and

 grandchildren. -

29
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,ilien and dterminaion.

We are using all elements of national

C nilitary, 'Iomfac, financial, i

~ and law enforcement.




And we are fighting the enemy on many

the tribal regions of Pakistan

of Southeast Asia .. and the Horn of Af"‘C7’-

R
SRR R E N

The war on terror is a war of global scale,

and to protect our people, we must prevail

in every theater.

31




the most important

battlefronts of this wa | Terrorists have

leader is a Jordanian named Zargawi, who




.

They lack popular support, so they are -

~that the only

They will fail.




The stakes in Irag cquid not be higher|

The bru n Iraq today is a glear

[ They know that the st

their strategy to d

inats that region and




recruits, and lose the sanctuaries they need

to new attas.




So they are fighting these efforts in Iraq

with all the brutality they can muster]

Yet despite the violence We{see each day,

| \he'lp»the'm succeed.




together. [ And as we hunt down our

~common enemies, we will ’»ntinu train
- more Iraqi security Jforces.( Like free people
everywhere, Iraqgis desire to defend their

own cou"ntry — and we are helping them

achi»e,ve that goal.

35
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 freedom by taking more and mbethe

| ht to the enemy, Or troops will come




(

Iraqi people establish a secure democracy,)

~ The people_o'have made cho'ice.!

“In spite of threats and assinations,\ |

polls in January.




And by casting their ballots in defiance of

the terrorists, they sent a clear and

It does not matter where you are born,

or what faith you follow — embedded in
every soul is the deep desire to live in

and we are hélpin‘gthem do ‘so."




[present]




Matt H radiating from his »

face With one act, he

X * b E A S —

recovered his dignity, which had been

" stolen by a tyrant. How can | possibly

debe thg return of hope and dngity .

~ Isaw in these people’s eyes.... Itis worth"

 the sacrifice of leaving families, jobs, and a

Sl

 gitizen-solider in the 116" Brigade Combat

Lo

Jeam serving in Iraq | am proud to stand




Idaho is proud of soldiers like Specialist

e N

~Matt Salisbury — and so are all the

American people.




‘The success of the Iragi elections was

moreth Victo ry > Iraqi

it was part of a sertes of defeats

- for theterrornste j The terrorlstshavesown

haVOC\ and _destruct-ion across Iraq ~ by

killing innocent men, women and children

they' are t shake the Iraqis |

and coalltlon orces Yet the V|olence has \

’not stoppedthe Iraq| people frombundmg a

freelraq é The terrorlsts falled to stop the

o t_ransfer of soverelgnty.

42
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They failed to stop Iraqis fromrunnihg -for

polls/ And they |

a | falled govern ment ‘

: ’fromtaklng power m ‘I riaq terrorlsts

can k|II the mnocent — but they oannot stop

the polltlcal process whlohW|II uItlmater

Iead dom.
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submitied a consfifufion to

Irag’s Transitional

- and Iragi negotiators are now further




| — and the

| _W|th Vi

agross the Middle East that the future

belongs to freedom.




g a constitution is a diff

| pCes that ivolves debe |

com roise. know thi- from our own

ntion was



(

" ch as the rle of the federal 0ve*rnnt,,

and the

“ nati.And our fofun'drs, th

 with a system that res Dects the

ns of their country and guarantees

its citizens.




a brut dictatdrip. o




The battle lines in Iraq are now clearly

» the world to see — and

~no middle ground.{ Transforming a country

“that was ruled by an op res'sive dictator

sponsored terr, ,0_ 3 free n N

s anally in th terror, will take more

time, more sacrifice, and continued resolvef

ays: emboldened or defeated.




Every free nQa‘l:ionl has inthe
success of the Iragi people [ If the terrorists

47
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There wil ult moments on

the path to V|ctory

Cco nfience in re — because we have

‘seen freedom conqguer evil and secure the

. In'V II free natlons

came together to lght the ldeology of

| fascnsm and freedom prevalled(/

In the ar freedom defeated the

ldeology of communism and ledto a

Europe whole, free, and at peace.

48
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- Now, once again, freedom is contending

followers of a murderous ideology/

| defe’ - and"th;e fos of freond
“moderation will prevail throughout the -

Muslim world.

49
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swords.»” That iﬁt;_ sum of |

| killers — but more.

50
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They seek to € relgion in

truth, they ar ,

I power, and

| domlmonover otheri) And

nistory of the last half-century is 'ar: *

51




the world: the brave and women of the

P s S 9

United States Armed Forces | Since the

founding of our Republic, every generation -

war on terror would require great sacrifice,

52
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‘some very good men and women —

These brave men and women gave their

- mission.




s f

alist Charles [not preSent]

and he has seen the progress first hand |

s ;




The citizen-soldiers of Idaho are

‘making history) You are fighting to ensure

that ou r freedom, like hev

TR

99 5

| Americans are

‘may “endure forever.

- grateful for your deVotiQn} tb d'uty and\ |

'Courage under flre and we W|II I|ve in

| freedombecause of your determmatlon to

prevail.
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| Thank you for your serwce to our
| -country May God bless the people of thls
4,great state - and may God Contlnue to

. bless the ‘Unlted_StateS of America.
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