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THE PRESIDENT ' ' p 
HAS SEEN······ 

'g/;.1 , '/21 
Remarks on tre War on Terror td the Idaho National Guard - Boise, ID 
V\/ednesday, August 24, 2005 .. 

ri I Draft ~24 

Thank you all for that warm welcome. I am pleased to be io the great 
State of ldah.o. One of the best parts of my job as President is getting out .. 
of Washington to visit the courageous men and women of our Armed:. 
Forces. I appreciate having the chance to look you in the eye and say: 
Thank you for your service. · · · 

I . . :. -

• ' . . I . . 

. I am honorecttostand with the brave men and women of the Idaho ··. 
Nati~nal Guard .. Ninetee"n individuals have served both as Guardsmen 9nd. 
as President of the United States - and I am proud to be one df them ... In 
times of crisis, our Nation dependson the courage and determi'natioh of the 

. . ~ . ' . . . ··.· . . . '· . :· 
· .. Guard. You know that the. call to active duty can come at anytime. YOIJ 

stand ready to put your lives on hold, and answer that call - bec.auseyou. 
love your country and your state .. America appreciates your courageous 
decision to serve - and we appreciate your families and employers who .· 
support you in your vital work. Together, you are showingthatpatri6tism 

·and public service are alive and well in Idaho. Thank you for your sacrifice 
· 'in freedom's cause. ) 

' . - . 

· 1 am also proud to be with the "gunfighters" of Mountain Home Air 
Force Base. After our Nation was attacked on September 11, '2001, 

.·· · aircrews from the 3661
h Wing flew more than one thousand combat 

missions over the skies. of Afghanistan. In the war on terror, you are· . 
. bringing justice fo our enemies, and honor to the Uniform .. - and America is·. 

. I .· . ..,, 

grateful for your service: · 

· Acknowledgments 
• Mrs. Laura Bush 
• Governor Dirk Kempthorne (R) and wife, Patricia and family .· 
• . Senator Larry Craig (R-ID), and wife, Suzanne and family 
• Senator Mike Craypo.(R-ID) . . 
• . 'Congressman iBLltch Otter(R-ID) {event in his district) 
• Congressman Mike Simpson (R-ID) and wife, Kathy and family 

} . . ;. . 

• ·Bob Geddes [GED""dis] (R), President Pro Tern, Idaho Senate. · 
• Bruce Newcomb (R); Speaker, Idaho House of Representatives 
• Bart Davis (R), Majority Leader, Idaho Senate 

1" . .. 
') .. 

.,._ ·, 



• . Mayor Tom Dal.e (non-partisan), 'city ofNarnpa· 
• Mayor David Beeter (n'on-partisan), City ofBoise 

· • . Other state and local officials here today . 

;.',-

• Lieutenant General Steve Blum, Chief, National Guard Bureau 
.· • Major General Larry Laf~enz. [luh-FRENZ], Commanding_ General, Idaho 

National Guard · .. ,. ( . . 
• Brigadier .General Gary Sayler, Deputy Commanding General, Idaho Air 

National Guard ·. . .· ·. • . · · · 
: I • ColonelBilLSha\Nver. Chief of Staff. Idaho National Guard ..... 

'\ 

~>· Colonel Charlie Shugg, Commander, 355th Fighter Wing, Mduntain · 
Home AFB, Idaho 

Our Nation is engaged in a global War ori terror that affects the safety·.· 
. < c;rnd security of every American. In Iraq, Afghanistan, and across.the world, .. 

we face dangerous enemies who want to harm our people and destroyol.Jr 
·way of lite: And throughout our Nation's history, whenever freedom has 
beeri threatened, Ame'rica has turned to the National Guard .. From our War . 

· . of Independence to today's War on Terror, the Guard has defended this, / 
. country with courage and devotion. I am proud to be your Comrnander-in­

Chief, and I r~spect and honor all those who serve in the UnitecLStates 
Armed Forces - active, Guard, arid Reserve.. · 

. ' ' . , 

. ·' . 

The .tol~ of the Guard in our military is unique. You are the only part 
of the Armed Forces that serves both your state and yo1,.1r country: And ... 
here in Idaho, the 4,300. soldiers and airmen of the Guard are. meeting their 

·· state and federal responsibilities with courage and distinction. Th~· Idaho 
· Gucird1 has been called.up to provide disaster relief eight times inthe past 
. decade. You have helped your fellow Citizens through fires, 'and floods, and 

. · snow emergencies. The· people of this state take co"mfort knowing you are ·. \ 
··oh call ...:. and when t'ragedy strike.s, they know they can cpunt onthe Idaho .· ... 

National Guard, 
.. ·.·, . . .. . . . . .· '. . . . /· . ' 

· · As you protectyour neighbors from natural disasters; you. are helping 
to protect all Americans from terrorist threats.· A speciaLWMD response 

. team of Idaho Guard members is based at Gowen [GAW-en] Field-ready 
·to .mobilize within hours in case of aterrorist attack. You are not only 
protecting the American homeland, aoo-you are taking the fight to the 
enemy. Since September 11. 2001. more than 243.000 '·members of the · 
National Guard have been mobilized for various missitms in the war on · 

'I r 

2 ·''· ·.,I 
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I terror. ,Idaho now has a higher percentag·e of its Guard forces rnobilized 
than any other state. At this moment, more than 1,700 soldiers' of.,the , 
l'daho .Guard :areserving in Iraq -the largest Guard mobilization inthe / ... 
history of Idaho. Since September 11, 2001, more than 243,000 members 

·afthe National Guard have been mobilized for various: missions in the 'Na(_·. ·· 
on terror. You are standing between our people and the worst dangers in 
the world-;-- and I thank you for the importanfrole you play in defending our ·. 
Nation. · · ) , . 

A time of war is a time of sacrifice"- and a heavy burden falls oh ol..lr -·· .. 
militaryfamilies. They rniss you and worry about you: By standing behind , 

· you, ·they are standing up for America - and America appre.ciates their . 
service as well. There are fevy things in life more difficult than seeing. a 
l:oved orie go off to war - and here in Idaho, a mom named Tammy Pruett 

. [present] knows that feeling six times over. Tammy has four sons serving 
in Iraq right riow With the Idaho National Guard: Eric, Evan, Greg~and Jeff ... 

. Last year, her husband, Leon [present], and another son, Eren [present], . 
.. returned from Iraq, where they helped train Iraqi firefighters in Mosul . 
. Tammy says: "I know that if something happens to one of the· boys, they 

would leave this world doing what th~y believe, what they think is rightfor 
•.. our country. And I guess you couldn't ask fora better way of life tharl' , 

giving it for something that you believe in." Americans live infre~dom 
because of families like the Pruetts. Thank you for your courage~ and . 
your selfless devotion to our country. , · 

Our Nation depends on'our GL.lard .famil'ies - and we,depend on the 
understanding and support of your employers, Your service would not be 

· possible without them. In offices, and schools, and factories across Idaho, 
·· ·. your colleagues do without your talents so that. you can serve our Nation. 

·\ ·These businesses are putting patriotism ahead of profit-because they· 
. know that our prosperity and way of life depend on the freedom you 
·defend. Guard employers are also ser\ting our country ..... arid they have the 
gratitude of all Americans. , 

. In this time of call ups, alerts, mobilizations, ·and. deployments, your 
, employers are standing behind you - and so is your government. Each of 

you has stepped' forward to defend your countryf and your country owes .. 
you some things in return. We have taken .. a number ofsteps to improve . 
the call u'p process, so that it is more respectful of you and yourfarnilies. ··In 

· most cases, we are how giving you at least 30 days notification before you 
- • •. . •! ' •..• ·.,-.··· • 
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' ' ' . . . . ,: .· ' 

mobilize -- so you and your families have time to rnake arrangements. We 
are working to give you as much certainty as possible about.the length of, 
yOUr mqbilization ·.'- $0 you can know wheny()U Will be able resume civilian. 
life. We are working tq minimize the number of exte.nsions and repeat 
mobilizations. We are· working to ensure that you and your families are 
treated with the dignit{you deserve - and the respect you have earned. 

~ We are also taking steps\ to improve your quality of life.~ We ha~e · 
expanded. health care. benefits 'for Guard and Reserve forces and their · 
families·:- giving you access to the military's TRI CARE system for up to 90 
days before you report, and 180 days after deactivation. We are also 
expanding access to education for those who serve !as citizen-soldiers .. 
Last year, I was proud to sign legislation providing our Guard and Reserve 
forces between 40 and 80 percent 9f the education benefit avai,lable to 
active d.uty forces - depending on the length of their mobilization .in the war 
onterror. We have also tripled the amount that can be paid forre-enlisting 
in the National Guard or Reserve - and I have asked Congress-to authorize 
a new retention bonus for Guardsmen and Reservists with critical :skills We ' 
need in the struggle against the terrorists. OurGuardsmen arid Reservists 
are standing up for America - and my Administration is standihg behind our 
Guard and Reserve. 

. .. Your sen/ice is heeded in these dangerous times. We. remain a . 
Nation at war. The war reached our shores on September 11, 200.1, when 

... ·terrorists murdered nearly three thousand people in New York, 
Washington, and Pennsylvania. And since.then, they have continued to kill 
- in Madrid, Istanbul, Jakarta, Casablaoca, Riyadh, Bali, Baghdad, London,. · 
$harm el-Sheikh and elsewhere. · · 

.. Our enemies murder because they despise our freedom· and out way 
of life. We believe in the human rights and human dignity of every man, 
woman and child on this earth. The terroristsbelieve that all human life is 
expendable. fheyshare a hateful ideology that rejects tolerance, and 
~rushes all dissernt. They envision a world where women are beaten ... 
children are indoctrinated ... and all who reject their ideology of violence ·• 
and extremism are murdered. . 

During the last few decades, the terrorists also grew to believe that if 
they hit America hard - as in Lebanon and Somalia - America would : · 
retreat and back down. Before Septe,rnber ,11th, Osama bin ,Laden Sqid that 
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ah attack could make America run in less than 24 hours. So ~ow they.are. 
tryingJo break our will with acts of violence. Jhey kill women and children, 
· knowing that the images of their bnHality will. horrify ~ivilized peoples .. Their · 
goal is to forte us to retreat, so they cari topple governments in the Middle 

. East, and turn that region into a safe haven for terrorism. We sawthe 
.·terrible harm that terrorists did when they tqok effective control of a failed 
state in Afghanistan - a terrorist victory that led directly to t~e attacks of 
September the 11th. We will not allow th,e terrorists to establish riew· 
places of refuge ih failed state~~ from whfch they can recruit, and trai.n, ~nd 
plan new attacks on our citizens .. 

On Septernber11, 2001, we saw the future the terr6rists interid for 
our country and the lengths they are willing to go tO achievetheir aims. 
And we faced a clear choice: We could hunker down - retreating behind a 
fqlse sense of security. -Or we could bring the war to tbe terrorists..:. striking. 
them before they kill more of our people. Thaf day, I made the detision: · 
America will not wait to be attacked again. Our doctrine is clear: W~ will 

· confronfemerging threats before they fully .materialize .. And if you harbor a 
terrorist, you are ju$t as guilty as the terrorists. We will stay on the offense 
·; .. we will complete our work in Iraq. An immediate withdrawal ofour .. · 
troops in Iraq or the broader Middle East - as some have called for.::.. would 
only embolden the terrorists and create a staging .ground toJaunch more 
attacks against America and other free nations. So long as.I am-President,. 
we will stay ... we Will fight .•.. and we will wir the War on Terror . 

. . , Since September 11th, we have followed a Clea~ strat~gy to defeat the 
.. terrorists and protect our people: · 

First, we· are defending the. homeland. We have strengthene'.d 9ur 
intelligence capabilities, trained more than 800;000 first responders, and 
taken critical steps to protect our cities, and bord~rs, and infrastructure. 
And we have taken the fight to the enemy in our midsf- disrupting terrorist 
cells and financing networks in California, Oregon, Illinois,· New Jersey; 
Virginia, and other states. Today's enemies do not mass armies on · . 

. borders; or navies on the high seas. Theypl'end in with the civilian . 
· populatio'n ... eme'rge to strike our citizens .. >and then retreat back into the 
·shadows. So we are hunting them down in tne shadows where they hide·_ 
rooting them out and stopping them before they can attack our country • . . 

?gain .. 
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Second, we are staying on the offensive across the world _;;capturing 
_and killing 'the terrorists in foreigr;i lands befor~ they can attack us here at 

· · home: In a free and open society like ours, it is impossible to protect . 
against every threat. The only way to defend bur citizens where we live .is 
to gq after the terrorists where they liv·e. When terrorists spend their days 

· and nights struggling to avoid death or capture, they are less capable of 
'arming and training.and plotting new attacks on America andthe rest of the 
ciVi.lized world; So we are fighting theen~my across the glob,e - and we .. 
will stay on the hunt until the terrorists have noWhE}re to run ... and no place 
leftto hide . 

. Thir~. we are spreading the hop:e of freedom across the broader .. 
Middle .East. In the long run, the only way_ we will d§feat the terrorists is by 
offering an alternative to their ideology ofhatred and fear. By advancing 
the cause of ·liberty in the Middle East, we are bringing hope to millions, 
security to our· citizens - and laying the foundat_ion of peace for our children·, 
and grandchildren. 

We a're Tmplementing our strategy with resilience and determination. 
We .are using all elements of national ·power- military, diplomatic, financial, 

.·intelligence, and law enforcement.· And we are fighting the enemy on many 
fronts - from the streets of Western capitals ... to the mountains of 

' Afghanistan ... the tribal regions of Pakistan ... the islands ·ofSoutheast · . · 
Asia ... ancj the Horn of Africa. The war 0n terror is a war of global scale, 
and to protect our people, we must prevail in every theater. ·· · · 

Iraq is one of the most important battlefronts of this war. Terrorists 
have converged on Iraq because they fear the march of freedom .. ·Their 
most prominent leader is a Jordanian named Zarqawi, who has declared 

. his allegiance to Osama bin Laden. Their ranks are filled with foreign 
. fighters, who have come from places like Saudi Arabia, Syria, lr9n, Egypt, ' 
· Sudan, Yemen, and Libya. They lack popular support, so they ~fre . 

targeting innocent Iraqis ~ith car bombs and suicide attacks - because . 
they know that the only way they can prevail is tobre(;1k our will, and the will 
of the Iraqi people, before.democracy takes hold. They will fail. 

· , The stakes in Iraq could not be higher. The brutal violence in Iraq 
·. tod9y is a clear sign dfthe terrorists' determination to stop democracy· from 

taking root in the Middle East. They know that the success of afree Iraq-~ 
·who ccrn be a key ally in the War on Terrqr_- wil.I be a .crushing blow to their 

' I.' 

6 \,I 



/ 

\ 

7 

------~------,-~~-~-·.·-=·.,-,--,-.. --~~~~-----~~-~--

·;: ···, 

·,. '. ','. ··., .{ ' • '. } • • ·_.. ''. ". • ·_ ·: ', • • - ' '·. • ., ~+ •• ''. ':\ ·.:._ • •• •• ,. • ' • ':. - _:~ 
_ -strategy to dominate that region c:rnd threaten America and thefr~e world .. _ .· 

· · -._ -. They knoW·that when, their hateful ideology is ·defeated in Iraq:, the Middl~ , . 
_· Ea$t Will have aclear example pf freedom, prosperity, and hope.-;. and the 
'terrorists will. begin to lose'the.ir spqnsots,)ose·their recrµits,andl()$e' the.·_· 

,:.·· .-

_sanctuarie$ they need to plan new attacks, · - · · 

. _ •; . .·· · So~they are fighting th es~ efforts· in Iraq With all the brl;Jtality They cc3n 
. _-_r11u~te·r. ·.Yet·despitethe violence. we seeeach da~y; we are achieving our 

· ··' ~trat~gic objectives in Iraq. '-fheJraqipeopleared~tetminedtobuild a free 
:nation~ and. we have a plan to hel pJherrl'·scicceed: .'' ' , ' ... •. ' 

.,, ·American and Iraqi for9es are'on the hunt, 'side~by-$-rde, tod~featfh_e 
· JerrOrists together. And as we, hunt down our common ene·rnies, we will-. .· 

cohlinue to"Jrafn more Iraqi security forces. Like free people evefywhere, -­
···_ lraqis'desiteto~defend their own country.;._ and we are helping thern · -· -i;. 

achieve that goal. Our approach can be summed upt~is way: As l~aqis· 
stahd up, we vvill stand down. Andwhen. Iraqi forces can defen'd their 
fr~·edom by ta~ing more and m9re ofthe fightto'th~ enemy, our troops will 

', .. I'• 

cbrn~ horne wit~ ~he _hor10rthey h~ve earned:·· · ·- · -- · · 

. _ · · :Atthe ~am~ time, we iare helping the·lraqi people establish asecu·re 
democracy. The people oflraq have made a choic~; ·In spite of threat$' 
and assassinations, eighl:·Find~a-half million. lraqis·went to the polls in. ' . '•'' 
;J~nuacy. And by casting1theirballotsjn defiance pf:the terrorists,.theys.ent > 

··, c'aclearand unmrstakqble mes'sage tothewori(f;>lf';does nbfrhatte(wher~ ; 
, you ar~ born; or what faith'y0u follow - embeg,ded in·every soul -ts 'the d~ep · .­

desire to live in freedom. The Iraqi people wantto live. in freedom - and We 
are helping them do· so. · '· ·· · · - ,. -. · · 

.. - ···--Members of the Idaho Gl.Jard·know the Iraqi people's:desire forliberty .· 
-because they hav·e seen it up close, Specialist Matt Salisbucy [present] 
of Namp(3_helped provide securityJort~e· elections.· He descripes.seeing ' · 
an.lraqifarl)ily helpin·g an elderly riian to th·e pollslo vote.that day: Matt_·-. 

' sgys: "The pride radiating from his face was unmistakable: With one'•acl, 
·· ·.- he recovered•bis dignity, which hC3d, been.·stolen py<a

1
tyrant' How can I · .• · 

· . _,possibly-describe the return of hope and dignityth.at l"saw:)n th§se·pebple's· 
-eyes .... It is worth.the sacrifice of leaving fam'ilies, jobs, and a safe life ... · I ~ 

· am proud to be a citizen-solider in the 1161
h Brigade Combat Team serving 

- inJraq .. I am proud to stand my watch.;' ·Idaho is proud of soldiers like 
Specialist Matf Salisbury-'" and so are ·all th'e Ameri.can people. 

e':_ ___ ~----

'-' ,·, 
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·.~ ' .. , 

. The success of the ,Iraqi ,elections was morethan a momentary· 
.L victory for the Iraqi people - it was part ofa series of defea!s for the· •. < · 

terrorists. The terrorists have sown havoc and· destruction across l'raq - by 
·. killing innocent men, women and children they are trying to shak¢ the will of 
. ·the Iraqis and coalition forces. Yet the violence hasnot stopped the Iraqi 

people from building a free Iraq. The terrorists failed to stop the transfer of 
sovereignty, They failed to stop. Iraqis from running foroffice and·goingto 
the polls. And they failed to stop a democratic government from taking··. 

. . . . ·, \ . ., . . . 
. power in Iraq, The terrorist$ can kill the innocent - but they c<:mnot;stop the . 

political process which Will ultimately lead to freedom. · ·· · · 
. . ' ~ 

r .. . .. 
. · Right now, the Iraqi people are achieving another important victory 

over the terrorists. Despite threats, intimidation, anCJ the assassination of 
some of it~ members, Iraq's constitutional drafting committee has submitted 
a constitution to. Iraq's Transitional National Assembly, and Iraqi negotiators 
are now further debating and Tevising the text. The establishment ·of a 

· democratic constitution will be a iandmark event in the history of lraq -' ~md 
the history of the Middle East. It will bring us closer to the d,ay when lraqJs ·· 
a natidn that can govern itself, sustain itself~ and defend itself - without 
relying on Coalition forces. And it wills.end a clear signaLto people across · 

. the 'Middle East that the future belonQS to freedom. ' 

., Producing a constitution is a difficult process that involves debate and 
.... compromise. W,e know this from our own history. Our Constitutional 

·.Convention was home to political rivalries and regional disagreements. 
Andthe docu(Tleht that our founders producetj rn Philadelphia'Was not .the. 
final .Word - it has been amended and changeo many times.over the " . \ 

'centuries. The same will be true ofthe Iraqi constitution. Iraqis' are now at 
the beginning ofa long process. Like our founders, they are grappling With. 
difficult issues - such as the role of the federal government,' ahd the proper · 
place of religion in the life of their nation. And like our founders. they will 
come up with a syste·m that respects the traditions of their country and 

·guarantees the rights of all its.citizens. What is important is that Iraqis are 
resolving these issues through debate and discussion - not at the barrel of · 

.·. a gun. Americans admire their thoughtful deliberations~ and we salute 
their determination to lay the. foundation for a lasting democracy amid the · 
ruin~ of a brutal dictatorship. · · 

~ " 

. • • The battle lines in .Iraq are now clearly drawn for all the world t6see -
... PndJhere i~ no middle ground. Transforming a country that wa~rul_ed by· 

' ' JI . 

( 
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an oppressive dictator who sponsored terror, irito,a free nationthat i,s ~n 
ally in the war on terror, will take more time, more sacrifice, and. continuet:J ·._-· 
resolve. Theterrorists Will emerge from-Iraq oneoftwoways: 1emboldened 
or defeated. Every free nation has· a stake in the success of fhe·lraqi 
people. If the terrorists were to win in Iraq, the free world will be more 

· ·. vulnerable to attacks on innocent civilians. And_thatis why, for the sake of 
our cnildren and grandchildren, the.terrorists must be defeated. · 

. !here wiH be rn9re difficult moments on the path to ·victory. Yet We 
'•cah have confidence in the future - because we have seen freedon'l· 
.. conquer evil and secure the peace before. In World War U, free n~tions 
came together to fig ht the ideology of fascism - and freedom. pr~vaHed. '1 n 
the Cold War, freedom defeated the ideology of communism and led.to a 
Europe whole, free, and at peace. Now/once again·, freedom is contending 
with the followers of a murderous ideology; And.like the hateful ideoLogies .: · 
that came before if, the darkness of terror will, be defeated""'."" and the forces 
offreedom.and moderation will prevail throughout the Muslim world:·' . 

j ' 

In the end, the terrorists will fail because they have noth)ng positive to· 
<'()ffeL fhe terrorisfZatqawi,sums up their appeal this way: "Anyone wh.0 
stands' in the way of ourstruggle is our enemy, a target ofour swords." 
That i$the sum of the terrorists' grim vision. They are brutal and effective · 
killers. - but nothing more. °They seek to exploit a great religion, but in truth, . 

·. they are animated by nothing but their own lust for power; and their desire 
' ' ' ·1 ' . . . • ·, ' . · .. . ": 

for dominion ov~r others. And while they may sow death arid destruction. 
for a time, the history of the last half-century is clear: The will to power · · 
cannot withstand the will to live in freedom. . . · · · 

·We will prevail in this.'sfruggle b.ecause freedom. is the p'ermahent 
hope of mankind .;..... and because we have on our side the greatest force for . 
freedom in the history ofthe world: the brave men and women of the United.· 

. States-Armed Forces. Since the founding of our Republic, every 1 

·generation h.as produced patriots willing to sacrifice for our freedom. And 
·since the morning of September 11th, we have known that the war on terror 
w_ould require great sacrifice, as welL. In this war, we have said farewell to 
some very good men and women -:-: including [289] heroes of our 
-National Guard and Reserve. We mourn the loss of every life..,... we pray for 
their loved ones.· ;rhese brave, men and women gave their _lives for a cause. 
thaf is just and necessary for the security ofour country-' and now we will - \ . 
honor their sacrifice by completing their mission. · · -
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The men and women of the Idaho Guard are serving freedom's cause 
with courage and distinction - and your courage is changing the world. 
Specialist Charles Glenn [not present]1 of Boise has been on the front lines 
in Iraq, and he has seen the progress first hand. He says: "I know Idaho 
[has] made a big difference here .... We've been a part of history." 

The citizen-soldiers of Idaho are making history. You are fightin~ to 
ensure that our freedom, like the State of Idaho, may "endure forever." 
Americans are grateful for your devotion to duty and courage under fire -
and we will live in freedom because of your determination to prevail. 

Thank you for your service to our country. May God bless the people 
of this great state - and may God continue to bless the United States of 
America. 

Drafted by: Bill McGurn and Marc Thiessen, Office of Speechwriting 
Office: 2021456-2553 a 2 '4 -217'. 

(b)(6) 

1 Charles is currently in Iraq. His wife, Jackie, a member of the Air Guard, will be present. 
2 State motto of Idaho: "Esto perpetua" -- "May it Endure Forever." 
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