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.  Draft #7

Greetlngs to everyone gathered for the 72”‘3l Annual Conference of

e Mayors | have seen many of you as {'ve traveled the country, and | thank Nt

o you aga|n for your warm welcome and hospltallty

Amerrca s towns and cmes are the bedrock of our democracy As R |

'mayors you serve at the level ofgovernment closest to the people. You

~encourage local business growth and help keep our neighborhoods safe.
| ;And you are the first to hear the concerns of your constltuents '

i salute you for your servnce to your communltles and I pledge to e

5 ‘contrnue to work with you

| On the econom|c front I have good news to report Our economy |s B
strong and growing stronger. We have added over 1.4 million new jobs
“since last August with nine straight months of job gains. - Manufacturing
jobs have been on the rise for four consecutive months, with over 90,000
JObS created. Unemployment rates have fallen in 46 out of the 50 states
~_over the past year. And our economy has grown at the fastest rate in

R »nearly 20 years.

o Our economy is changrng and | have a plan to make sure workers
‘_ _Jhave the skills to fill the jobs of the future. My Jobs for the 21% Century
initiative will fund partnerships between community colleges and local

L fbusrnesses 50 that workers get the educatlon and tra|n|ng they need.

The Envrronmental Protectlon Agency recently announced more than

- 75 million dollars in Brownfields grants to revitalize former industrial s:tes -

and spur economlc growth in more than 200 communltles

ER My HUD Secretary Alphonso Jackson is wrth you to talk about my
: housmg initiatives. Homeownership rates are at record h|ghs and [ am.

§ especially proud that minority- homeownershrp is ‘at its highest rate ever.
~ . But we will not rest until we narrow the minority homeownershlp gap, and e
- every’ Amerlcan has a chance to own the|r home and reallze the Amer|can T

R Dream



On educat|on we passed a b|part|san Iaw - the No Chl|d Left Beh|nd
. Act -which is br|ng|ng higher standards and accountab|I|ty to every public *

S school. And my budget for 2005 would increase federal spending on -

_"educatlon forty nine percent since 2001. The federaI government is
~.sending more money, and ask|ng for results. We are chaIIeng|ng the soft
o b|gotry of low expectatlons and we. erI contlnue unt|I no ch|Id is Ieft beh|nd B

. We are heIp|ng fa|th based programs appIy for federal grants on an
".equal basis so we can unleash the armies of compassion to help people in

f'your communities. | congratulate you for establishing the Mayors’ Center -~ -
~ for Faith-Based and Communlty |n|t|at|ves this year. | have also proposed .
~afour-year, 300 million dollar Prisoner Re-entry Initiative that will expand

“job training, placement services, trans|t|onaI hous|ng, and mentorrng to heIp f
newa reIeased pr|soners return to sOC|ety o '

When I met W|th you in January, 1 sald that |f federaI resources were

| ,. - not reach|ng America’s first responders and law enforcement officials, | . =
LT would get them “unstuck.” At my directive, Secretary Ridge has :
~_established a Task Force on State' and Local Homeland Security Fund|ng

Clts members recently delivered their report, recommend|ng reforms to help %

o __.'move funds more quickly to states and local governments. The federal

‘government has respons|b|I|ty to help local officials build the capacity to
~ prevent acts of terror and respond to danger - and we wrll meet that

B 'respons|b|I|ty

o - My most soIemn duty is to protect the Amerlcan peopIe Thanks to
the brave service of our men and women in uniform, we are mak|ng

- progress in the war on terror. ‘We have captured or killed many key Ieaders e

- of the al- Qaida network. And the rest of them will learn that there is no.
,cave or hoIe deep enough to h|de from Amer|can Justlce ¢ S

We WI|| cont|nue to flght terrorlsts in pIaces like Afghanlstan and Iraq '

- j'so we do not have to fight them in our own cities and towns. By helping °
-~ democracy and. freedom rise in Irag, in Afghanlstan and throughout the

‘Middle East, we are advancing hope as an alternative to terrorism. As |
" “freedom takes hold, the worId WI|| be more peaceful and Amerlca WI|| be

- more secure.

ey Thank you agaln for your Ieadersh|p and your ded|cated pubI|c ',
'serV|ce | look fonNard to cont|numg to work with you My Offlce of



Intergovefnmehtal Affairs and its Director, Ruben Barrales, stand ready to
assist you. Best wishes to everyone for a successful conference.

i 7 _D}aftedby.t;' Suéy DeFfancis, White Hodée Co'mmunica\tifons”
S ~ Office: 202/456-0180 . S
- Cell: ©e |
- Tim Hanson, Présidential‘Writers :

Office: 202/456-5514 -
Cell: | . Ye |
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Video Taping: U.s. Conference of Mayors AnnuaI Conventlon
‘Thursday, June 24, 2004 ; ,
Draft #2 _

| Greetings to everyone gathered for the 72nd Annual Conference of
 Mayors. | have seen many of you as I've traveled the country, and | want
- to thank you again for your warm welcomes and hospitality. '

"~ America’s towns and cities are the bedrock of our democracy. As
‘mayors, you serve at the level of government closest to the people. You
are charged with tasks that affect the daily lives of our citizens. You

- encourage local business growth and help keep our neighborhoods safe.
. And you are the first to hear the concerns of your constltuents

I salute you for your service to your communltles and pledge to
~.continue to work with you at the national level. -

..~ .0n the economic front, 'we have good news to report. Our economy
s strong and getting stronger. We have added over 1.4 million new jObS
since last August, with nine straight months of job gains. And
unemployment rates have faIIen in'46 out of the 50 states over the past o
year. : :

. My Adm|n|strat|on will cont|nue to create the condltrons for economic

~growth. My Jobs for the 21% Century initiative will fund partnerships
between community colleges and local businesses, so that workers get the
. educatlon and tralnlng they need to fill the jObS of the future

Last week my Adm|nlstrat|on acted to help communities like yours
-spur greater economic growth. The Environmental Protection Agency
announced more than $75 m|I||on in Brownf|elds grants to reV|taI|ze former
|ndustr|aI sites. : ‘

When I met w1th you in January, I told you that if Federal resources
- were not reaching America’s first responders and law enforcement officials,
we would get them “unstuck.” Secretary Ridge followed my directive and -

. established the Task Force on State and Local Homeland Security. Last

week, its members delivered their report, along with concrete :
r_ecommendatlons to move funds more quickly to the local level, so local
, ,_officials can better protect their communities. o



At home my Adm|n|strat|on WI|| contlnue workrng with you to

o strengthen the economy, secure our homeland and extend hope to all
: Amerlcans _
_ And abroad we will continue to fight terrorists in places like ,
Afghanlstan and Irag so we do not have to' fight them in our own cities and

‘, " towns. Because of the brave service of our men and women in uniform, we
- -are making progress in the War on Terror. And by helping the rise of

‘democracy in Iraq, in Afghanistan and throughout the world, we are
- undermining the appeal of terrorism, and that is essential to maklng the -
-world more peaceful and Amerlca more: secure :

Thank you agaln for your Ieadersh|p and your dedrcated publlc
servrce And best wrshes for a successful conference

vDrafted_ by: Suzy DeFrancrs Whlte House Communlcat/ons |
- Office: 202/456-0180 ' S
Cell: | oxe

Tim Hanson Presrdentlal Wnters
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