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Thank you for that Warm welcome

| am delighted to be he with the \

women of the Wilson Center. |

. your mission statement, the Center was

created to bring tOgether two groups —

political leaders fa' schars.’ I

‘and I- see a Iot of politieal' Ieaders. I as'sum'e

you ve mv1ted ere u.

Scholars’ endv.
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in | onse , 11, ;

D

— and we accepted new responsibilities.

We are confronting new dangers with aew

S

resolve] We are hunting down the terrorists

~ and their supporters] We will fight this war




| have been discussing our political,

“economic, and military -Stragy.for victor

\'why we have stayed in aq ...anhy




,Acknewledgmer\ts

e« Ambassador Joe Giln',
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. Former Congressman Lee Hamllton

(D IN) Presrdent and D|rector
- Woodrow W|‘Ison Center

~ (former Vice Chairman, 9/11 Commission)




Départment "‘ofState -
» Secretary Don ' Rumsfeld,

Department of ,DefeinSe |
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~ the focus now is on this week’s elections —

“and rightly so. |




We saw the future the terrorists intend
for our Nation on the morning of September

11, 2001} That day we leared that vast

“oceans and friendly neighbors are no

longer enough to »pr'otect us.




T




September 1

‘viewed threats like Saddam Hussein. We

| imagined the defstrtio_n cause

‘with even more powerful weapons.
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At the time, ‘Ehe-adeaf both political -

- parties recognized this new reality:
We cannot allow the world’s most

‘dangerous men to get their hands on the

world’s most dangerous weapons. |

In an age of terrorism and weapons of

| mass destructn, ifwe? wait for et to

fully materialize, we will have waited too




to be his enemy. | N - )
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~ Over the course of a decade,

- Saddam Hussel
| mQre than a d@Zéﬂ United Naticns |

'resoﬂutﬁcns — mciudm demands that

respect the nghts Qf’ ’ihe Iraqi

disclose his weapons, and abide«by th’ie‘ -

terms Of the 1 991 Ceaseflre He decelved

,nt@matianal -inspectdrs _ anddenied o

the uncondataonaﬂ acoess they neededto do

thelrobs
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disarm — or face serious conse uences —

‘he ref

@

point along the waéy, ,Sam could he |

avoided war by complying with the |

dem

~ The United States did not choose war —

| th chs:oé
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When we made thedecnsa@n |

,Eraqs many lntelilgence agencnes around the |

. lwoa'id judged that Saddam possessed .

'weapons @f mass destructlon -

| Thas judgment Was

mte!hgenceage{ncaes Qf g@vemme’nts Who,

d id not support ourdecnsuon toremove

Saddam It Is true ’thfat m’uch of'the |

| mteihgence tumed wrong |
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decision to go into lIraq — and

re’sc@ for fixihgwhat went wrong by

we are d@hg that.

14
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~ aninvestigation after the war by chief

that was

using the UN oil-for-food
program to influence countries and
companies in an effort to undermine

— intent o»f |

weapons programs once the sanctions

“collapsed and the world looked away.
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Given Saddam’s his'ry and the lessons of

~ September 11, my decision to remove

‘Saddam was a threat — and eAmerca

| ‘.pj‘eiopieare saf-fr, and therid is better,

because he is no longer in power.
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We are in Irag today because our goal

has always been more than the removal of |

a brutal dictatorship — it is to leave a free -

- and democratic Iraq in its place:As | stated

in a speech in

lead up fo the war, a
iberated Iraq could show the power of
freedom to transform the Middle East by

bringing hop

.17
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| lasting democracy that is peaceful, -

S

‘prosperous, and an example for the

broader Middle East{ The terrorists

understandz\ this - s;anlvthaft is Whay they'aVe

‘now made Iraq the central f the war

on ter o




of this groUpil_l be persuaded to su

democratic Iraq led by a federal

‘government that is strong

minority rigtS —and we :

‘ .

the jndications thaft’ many nn int},t'o

S pfartticipat;e in this week’s electins.

19
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The Saddamis S are
power — and they are trying to anti-

“democratic sentiment among the larger

Sunni Community Yet they lack popular

support - and over time, they can be

 marginalized and defeated by the seaurity

forces of a free Iraq.

20
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The termnsts afﬂhated Wuth Qr mspired

by are thes |

E@tha! gr@up They are ied by 3 bruta!

| ‘te rrorist named Za - aef

| Of\operationﬁs{ in Eraqe Wh@ has o

The terrorists want to stop the advance of

freedom‘. They W?ant'tO'Make .raq What -

Afg ha mstan Was -

a safe haven fromwhlch plot

'attacks against our people. S L

2’!
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There is no | it to therbruta!ﬂty

B th@ mnocent m achueve thelraims

an enemy WlthOut CQnsmence amst

| 'Suah an enemy,‘ Ehere is @my @nee&ffective

| respanse We WE” never back dewn wewuli

never and‘ we will nfeVer ot

anything less than complete victory.
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for Vict@ry -‘./an\d »n recenf weeks, |

American people.

23
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‘approach to training the Iragi Security *

so they can take the

- the security of their citizens without major
foreign assistance. Iraqi forces are

becoming more and more capable,
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At this time last year, a

handful of Iraqi battalions ready for combat.|

" ther are mor’e‘ than 125 Ira,y,

"and Police combat battalions in the fight

of between 350 and 800 Iraqi force

a

24 A
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than 70 lraqi battali@ns are

| fightingsie—by-SAide with coalition forces,

and more than 50 others are taking the lead

in the fight.| So far in Decemr, th have

been more han 900 combat o’peratns in

Iraq at the company level or above —and

75 percent of these involved Iragi Security

Forces either in the lead or fighting side by

side with our Coalition.




~ As these Iraqi forces grow in size and
strength, American and Coalition forces can

concentrate on training Iragis, and hunting

“down high tarts like the terrorist

Zargawi and his associates.

/" Preservatio



Last week before 't‘h'eunc,i! reign |

cities taken from the enemy — and revitalize

Iraq’s infrastructure and economy.
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the request of Iraqi leaders, Wecelerated |

the transition to Irag self-goveent.

28
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We set four major milestones to guide Irag's

‘transition to a constitutional democracy:

The transfer of sovereignty ... elections for
‘a transitional government ... the adoption of
“a democratic constitution ... and elections

“for a new government under that

29
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every milne —and this is Changing the

pollticai landscape in Iraq

| who faaled to partncupate in

electlons are nowcampalgnmg wgorously

in this wejek’s elections —and a

hlg her tu rnout of Sun voters(

jom the polltlcal prc)cess Iraqldemocracy S

becommg more mcl,usnve —and the

fterrorists and Saddamists are becoming

30
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| Our tactics continue to Cnge, |
~goalin Iraq has not Ched - and

democratic Iraq. { believe that a

“democratic Iraq is a crucial part of our

strategy to def the terrorists — buse |
only democracy can bring freedom and

reconciliation to Irag and pgace to this

troubled part of the world.

32
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 beliefs America was founded on the
'princie that all men are created equal —
| and: we believe that the people of the e

Midle St desire freedom a'mruch N

do. |History has shown that free nations are
"ipeaceful natiQ;.Ahd
- democracy takes hold, Effri citizens will -

| have a stake in a common and peaceful
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President Truman believed that the §

way to heip brigpeace and g '

Asia was to plant the seeds of freedom and

democracy in Japan.

34




Like today, there were many ﬁskes .

'peszmssts, who isa that the Japanese
| werése;not? 'ready for democracy. Funa‘ﬁtys’ |

‘President Truman did not listen to th.

‘He believed, as | do, in freedom’s power to

ally.

transform an adversary into an




spread of freedom to Iraq and the Middle

requires the same confidence and

- East

persistence — and it will lead to the same

results..

36
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- The people of Iraq are now seeing some

of the tangible b ﬁts of their new

| democracyy They see that as freedom’

“advances, their lives are impmvng.; Iraqis

“have approved a bold Constittion'tat_
 guarantees the rule of law, freedom of

‘assembly, property rights, frdom of

~ speech and the press, women’s rights, and

the right toote.- ; o

14
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including security, reconstruction, and

- economic reform.

38
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‘The stakes in raq are high — and we WEII

not leave until victory has been achieved.

Today there is intense debate about the

‘importance of Iraq to the war on terror.

constant headlines about car bombings and
“killings have led some to ask whether our

presence in Iraq has made America less

secure. [ This view presumes that if we were
not in Iraq, the terrorists would be leaving

us aIOne. The reality the terrorists

have been targeting Americans for years —
long before we ever set foot in Iraq.

40 -
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‘We were not in Iraq in 1993, when the
terroriss tried to blow up the World Trade

~ Center in New York We were not in Iraq in

1998, when the terrorists bombed our

b

~ on our home soil since Pearl Harbor.
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the 'mericﬁang from Iraq. ... E;:b!isha

Islamic authority over as much territory as

you

Extend the jihad wave to the secular

 countries neighborin Iraq.” End quote.
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oals, the terrorists

\ei ability to create chaos fdrf the

cameras with spectacular acts of violence. /

'The;'y\ know they cannot defeat us militarily. -

- 45
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battlefi!rly — and they cite Vietnam as )
' a reason’they Canprevai. Zawahiri wrote,

"The aftermath of the collapse of American

power in Vietnam - and how they ran and

eft their agents - is noteworthy." | n the
~ past, al Qaeda has said that American
pullouts from Lebanon and_‘Sbmalia |

them that America was weak and could be -

“madetorun. S L

' Preserva IGCPy - George W. Busl




~ That will not happen on my watch.




~ Some in Washington are calling for a

rapid and complete withdrawal of our forces

in Iraq. They say that our presen thereis

£

the cause of instability in Iraq — and that the

“answer is to set a deadline to withdraw, |

I disagree. || | have listened carefully to all

the argus — and "th are four reans
fwy | believe that setting an artificial

deadline would be a recipe for disaster.
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irs setting an artificial deadline would

v 0

"n the wrong to the Iraqis. As

itwould tel them that America is more

| th:fe past .~

. Preservation’
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would vindicate the terrorists’ tactis’of |

beeadingnd 'ici,de bombings and

mass murr And it would embolden the

terrorists and invite new attacks on

49
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;senrd the Wrong m:'essge fo t ,rfon"and'

to the rld. It Wld'tellrourfri‘és‘and -

) suorte; ve and‘

unreliable ally — and that when the going

gets tough, America will retreat.







—

~ when Iraq is not a safe haven for terrorists
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Theeotis, not elines set
| poliins in Washin gton, will

fér levels in lq As Iis \stand, we
| Willtand down) And when victory is

achieved, our troops will come home with

‘the honor they have earn,e.

,53 .




blessi| gs of our free sciéty

~is that we can debatth;esej,iues openly,
“even in a time of war| Most of the debate

~ has been a credit to our democracy — but

- some have launched irresponsible charges{

L

| | They say that we are in Ira

... because of Israel ... or because we

~ misled the American people.




b

«
b
D

These charges are pure politics - ,




Whatever our d'ifferencs in Wshiton;

our men and woen' in uniform deserve to

know that once our politicians vote to send
“them into harm’s way, our support will be
~ there on good days and bd - jah

settle for nothing less than complete victory. |

56
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difficult work ahead. We have made real

progress in the pfast two nd a hallf’ year |

" The terrorists see this progress, éd they

ies

are determined to it The'

areiot going gi’vep because of a
sucsful elctin. The s
docracy tas in theirheful |
: ieology will suffer a devastatinglow.So

we can expect violence to continue.
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“We can also expect that the elections

| bydays of uncertai nty.» i

We may not know fm' Certam Who haswcn

('the eiectlons un‘til the eariy partodanuary

= and even after 'theresults are known-, it

wu!! take scme tlme for a govemment to

, vfo_rm .
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~more secure.
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“power of freedom‘ to ov‘ercoor and

“tyranny.fWe can be confident because we

~have on the greatest force for

 freedom in human history: the men and

-WQn of the‘United St‘a?tejs\Armed Forces.

JUP 2.
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One of these men was a

Marine*iieutent na_med Ryan -MoGiOtin,

from Lebanon, Virginia Ryan was a bright

: young man who had everything gomg for |

SRR

hﬂm and alwaye Wanted to serve his Nation".”

" He was valediotorian

| _oiase . he graduated from Wil!iam & Mary_ fel

With a near-perfeot grade average nd‘

-he was on a foi! eohoiarehip at Stanford

| where he wae workmg toward a doctorate |

Cin chemistry.

61
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serve my Country.aIWantto prote;ct»our

| lands from terrorists, so | joined the

Marines.”

62
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~ a special obli ation to step up, buse he

‘support me in the last election — but he

supported our mission in Iraq. And he

supportéd his fellow Maris.

63
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Ryan was Kiled ast month ighting the
P at

by

The “Don’t Quit.”
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never quit.;\We have lost wonderful
- Americans like Ryan McGlothlinf We

“cherish the memory of each one ... we

loved ones they .haVé left ‘

behind ... and we count it a privilege to be

citizens of the country the 'sed.‘ |

65
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We also honor them by acknowledging tht

Lk

their sacrifice has brought us to this

momet: The birth of n

Iragi nation that will be a friend of the
~ United States, and a force for good in a

‘ .t_roubled N




- The Story of freedom has just begunin

the Mlddle East And When the hlstoryof

| _\these days IS wrltten lt WIH tell how Ameruca |

“once again defended its own free}d"by |

using liberty to tra‘nsform nations from bitter

- foes to strong allies ... and history will say

ltlhat this genera*tio'n, like ratiohsbefore;

“laid the foundation of peace for fute

~generations.

" Thank you. God bless you all. And'méy

!

God continue to bless the United States of

America.
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