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ROUNDTABLE ,PARTICIPANTS 

Dr. Christa Adams,_ President Owens Community 
College (OCC) (will introduce you) 

• President since 2001. 
• Under her leadership OCC has seen an increase 

• ¥ 

in enro!lme~t; ~apital tmQ,rove .. ments . . .. 
• Has expanded academic programs .. ~ 

Dr. Paul Unger, Provost, OCC 
• Provost since 2002. 

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEiv 

i I ?-.1 /o 4 

• Chief academic officer with superyision over the 
_ academic divisi1ons of ttie co·Uege_. · 
• ~wor~-J<-s .. to_e_n_s .. ur-e~t~h·a~t ~p~ograms are tied to the local 

workforce needs. 
/ 

Ruth Larabee, Director, Wood County Department of 
Job and Family Services 
• Administers the Workforce Development and the 

WIA One-Stop s~ste ... min VVodO Couiity. · 
• Recruits dislocated workers from Wood County and 

neighboring counties as potential trainees to 
determine their eligibility for,WIA-funded individual 
training accounts. (WIA=Workforce Investment Act) 



I~ JirTI Gilmore
2 

Coordinator for Skilled Trades 
Technologies and IST, OCC 
• lnte.rviews and pre-screens all potential lnte rated 

. ·Systems Tech s u ens. 
• Also rves as the advisor and career counselor to 

all of the IST students. 
• Coordinates skilled-trades instruction, which enrolls 

oyer 3,000 students per semester. 

Be·cky Albritton [all-BRIT-tin], student, ·occ 
• Quality control technician for 4 years; laid-:off in 4/03. 
• W1A (DOL) assipt~.~ce pays her tuition and books. 
• Began at OCC in October 2003, and anticipates 

finishing in the next 2 or 3 months; hopes to find job 
in maintenance industry. 

• 1 of 6 women enrolled in the program. 
• She is divorcea and r 1as 1ro children. 

Mike Potter, Maintenance .Technician, Oracle 
Packaging (former student) 
· • M.eintenance technic!an in manufacturing company 
. for 9 years; laid off iQ.2003. ,-. 
• Qualified for WIA assistance tor tujijon. 

bk 

• Completed IST program and hired by Oracle 
. Packaging in November 2003. 

• Has 2 children (9 and 7); has never been. married. 
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ROUNDTABLE PARTICIPANTS 

Martin Bean, COO, New Horizons Co.mputer Learning 
Centers· Chair Com Tia PubHc Polic Cmte 
(will introduce you) tm:wJU1d • 

• Seeks ·Federal and state solutions to solve IT worker 
shortage 'and reform educational1ools. 

• Has held management roles in IT orgs. 
) 

Dr. Larry Christiansen, ·President, Mesa Community 
College (Mesa CC) · 
• Mesa CC President for 1.6 years. . 
• Mesa CC is the largest of the 10 Mari.copa Colleges. 
•Mesa CC enrolls over 27,000 students a semester 

. (~ traditiopaL!raJ;J.ter stud'enls; % seeking further 
~ ' , 

education or re-training). - ._ 

Dr. Mary Vanis [VAN-iss], Director, Center Workforce 
Development, Maricopa Community College District 

' ' , !, 

i • District includes 10 colleges and 2 skill centers; 
serves over 270,000 students annually. 

• Coordinates Maricopa's occupational programs and 
serves as a liaison to the local employer and 
education community. 



Bob Chapman, student, Mesa CC 
• Worked for Moto~rola on the assembly line for 9 

years;. lost his job in July 2002. 
• Qualified for trade adjustment assistance. , 
• Working for his ·ssoc1 cience . 

Degree; expects to gr uate this spnng. 
• Utilizing the local one-stop career center. 
• Married with 3 sons (ages 22, 11, and 9). 

Stacey Leedom (LEE-dum), student, Mesa CC . 
, • Formerly a graphic artist; wanted a better life for 

herself and her 7 year-old daughteL 
• Earning a degree in Network Administration yvhile 

completing IT certification programs. 
• Hired as a contractor for Cable One; within 2 

months, was hired as a f1J,!,l-time emplo_l'ee. 
• Income potential in new field, is much greater. , 

Bill Moses,· student, Mesa CC · 
• Worked in sales at Motorola; laid off in 2001. 
• Enrolled in certification cours.es at Mesa CC. 
• Becaus,e of re-training, he got a job in McKesson's 

Core Tech Group in 2002. , 
• Still pursuing further certifications at MCC. 
• Married with 4 sons (1 son is in the Air Force). 

6 
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