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Subject: DRAFT #1, REMARKS ON THE WAR ON TERROR, JANUARY 22, 2004

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI
VICE PRESIDENT ﬂ’ O MARBURGER O O
CARD )¢ 0  MCCLELLAN m| ) "¢
BARTLET'L-;K O  MERS X O
BOLTEN & O MONTGOMERY b <f a
CONNAUGHTON O O POWELL O a
FRIEDMAN X O Rce N\' O
GAMBATESA O O ROVE X a
GERSON O X~ SPELLINGS X O
GONZALES X O cLerk O O
GORDON x O O O
HAGIN O O O O
HOBBS X O m| O
KAVANAUGH X O m| m|
MANKIW O | 0O O

REMARKS:

PLEASE SEND COMMENTS TO EMILY KROPP (6-0170; FAX 6-2983) WITH A COPY TO THE
STAFF SECRETARY (6-2702; FAX 6-2215) BY 2:00 PM, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2004.

THANK YOU. .
Dan %MHWWW w [ AL e

RESPONSE: A 0‘/‘/(/{’?/ A -.ﬁ/\,@% Y AA AN

Ketowwly 7

e
ﬁ M Brett Kavanaugh

Assistant to the President

/4,@ C and Staff Secretary
Ext. 62702

FAX Ext. 62215
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—— Let’s Discuss
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| Tuesday, January 20,2004
| [_Draft #30 , |

| St’ate of the ’Union Addre‘ss‘

Mr Speaker Vlce Presrdent Cheney Members of Congress

| drstrngurshed guests and fellow crtlzens ;

Amenca thls even|ng |s a Natlon called to great responsrbrlrtles And
we are nsrng to meet them. ’ , S el e e

As we gather t’onlght hundre'ds of thousands of Ameri'Can servicemen

! ‘fand women are deployed across: the world in the war on terror. By bnngrng
. hope to the oppressed and dellvenngjustrce to the vrolent they are
maklnq Amenca more secure : T D et e e T e

Each day law enforcement personnel and |ntell|gence offlcers are

. tracklng terrorist threats ... analysts are examining airline passenger llsts

the men and women of our new Homeland Security Department are

’u”patrollrng our coasts and borders And therr rgllanc is protectlng

: Amenca

Amencans are provrng once agarn to be the hardest worklng people
in the world. The American economy IS growrng stronger The tax rellef

e ‘you passed IS worklnq

Tonrght Members of Congress can take pride in great works of

" compassron and reform that skeptics had thought impossible. Youare =
. raising the standards of our public schools; and you are glvrng our senlor
~ _citizens: prescnptlon drug coverage under Medlcare \/ S

: / 3 We have faced serious challenges together — and now we face a

- choice: We can go forward with confidence and resolve — or we can turn " s
- back to the dangerous illusion that terrorrsts are not plottlng and outlaw ‘
regimes are no threat to us. We can press-on with.economic growth and

“reforms in-education and Medlcare or we can turn back to the old polrcres
§ and old d|v13|ons e SR U RO o

. We have not come all this way through tragedy and tnal and war ~
only to falter and leave our work unfinished. Americans are nsrng tothe
tasks of h|story and they expect the same of us In thelr efforts therr,



enterpnse “and their character the Amenc ) "tpeopfe*are‘fshowi;_ng_fthaft:'*the -

L state of our unron is confrdent and stronq

Our greatest responS|b|I|ty is the actlve defense of the Amerrcan
- people ‘Twenty-eight months have passed since September 11" 2001 -
over two years without an attack on American soil — and it is temptlng to

" believe that the danger is behind us. That hope is understandable; -
- comforting — and false. The killing has continued in Bali, Jakarta,
Casablanca, Riyadh, Mombassa, Jerusalem, Istanbul, and Baghdad The

e terrorists continue to plot against America and the crvrlrzed worId And by
four erI and couraqe this danqer erI be defeated RS I

e Insrde the Unrted States where the war: began . we must contlnue
| ‘to gtve homeland security and' Iaw enforcement personnel every tool they

o " need to defend us. And one of those essential tools is the Patriot Act,

e whrch aIIows federal law enforcement to- better share. lnformatron to track
terrorists, to disrupt their cells, and to seize their assets. For: years we-

have used similar provisions to catch-embezzlers and drug traffrckers It '. . |

these methods are good for huntrng criminals, they are even more
»‘j|mportant for hunting terronsts\/Key provisions of the Patriot Act are set to

- expire next year. The terrorist threat will not expire on that scheduler) r

~law enforcement needs this vital legrslatlon to protect our cmzens you

”3--need to renew the Patrrot Act \/ N R

o Amerrca is on the offensrve agarnst the terrorrsts who started thls war .
*"'Last March, Khalld Shaikh Mohammed, a mastermind of September 11th |
- awoke to frnd himself in the custody of U.S. and Pakistani authorities. Last

“ August 11" brought the capture of the terrorist Hambali, who was a key
player in the attack in Indonesia that killed over 200 people. We: are: -
tracking al- Qarda around the world — and nearly two-thirds of their known

o _leaders have now been captured or killed. Thousands of very skllled and

’terronsts to |ustrce V/

: '_._determrned mllntary personnel are on a manhunt, going after the remarnrng .
_ killers who hide in cities and caves - and one bv one, we erI brrnq the s

As part of the offensrve agarnst terror we are also confrontlng the

5 'regrmes that harbor and support terrorists, and-could supply them with -

- nuclear, chemical, or biological weapons. The United States and our a||re/ :
~are determrned We refuse to livein the shadow of thrs ultrmate danqer v




e The frrst to see our determlnatlon were the Tallban who made ,
Afghanistan the primary tralnlng base of al-Qaida killers. As of-this month
that country has a new constitution,’ guaranteelng free electlons and full

o ‘-rpart|c1patron by women. . Busmesses are opening, health care centers’ are i

| * being established, and the boys and girls of: Afghanrstan are back in school

i f.f—Wlth help from the new Afghan Army, our coalition is leading aggressrve
~ raids against surviving members of the Taliban and al-Qaida. The men: and

women:of Afghanrstan are building a nation that is free, and proud and

i *'f|ght|ng terror — and Amerlca is honored to be their frlend

: t Slnce we last met in this Chamber Combat forces of the Unlted
. States, Great Britain, Australia, Poland, and other countries- enforced the

o f'”demands of the United Nations, ended the rule of Saddam Husseln and
- the people of lraq are freeJHavmg broken the Baathist- regime, we face a

" remnant of violent Saddam supporters. Men who ran away from our troops

ok in battle are now dlspersed and attack from the shadows

These klllers Jomed by forelgn terrorusts area serious, contlnumg

‘r danger Yet we are making progress against them. The once all-powerful -
- rulerof Iraq was found in a hole, and now sits in-a prison ceII*’Of the top. 55

2 . officials of the former regime, we have captured or killed 45. Our. forces are

e on the offensive, leading over sixteen hundred patrols a day, and- f
];conductlng an average of 180 raids every week. We are dealing. wrth these
R thugs in lraq just as surely as we dealt W|th Saddam Hussem S evrl requme \/ ey

- ";‘Iraq s only law was the whim of one brutal man. Today our coahtlon is

o rrghts We are working with Iragis and the United Nations to prepare fora

( The work of burldlng anew traq is hard and |t is rlght And Amenca L
”‘zhas always been willing to do what it takes for what is ncLht Last January,*_f Tt

' orkrng with the Iraqi Governrng Council to draft a basic law, ‘witha b|II of : :

- .. transition to full Iraqi sovereignty by the end of June. As democracy. takes{’;f?{ L

- hold in Iraq, the enemies of freedom will do all in their power to spread =~
-~ violence and fear. They are trying to shake the will of our country and our.,f‘j;f e
*friends — but the United States of America will never be intimidated by

. thugs and as; assmsv’The klllers will fall -and the Iraqr people WI|| trve |n o
freedom | - reqprope WRER 4

Month by month Iraqrs are assummg more responsnblllty for therr own | R
Tsecurlty and their own future. And tonight we are honored to welcome one
' ."of Iraq S most respected Ieaders the current Presndent of the Iraql L




: Govermng Councrl Adnan Pachachl Srr Amenca stays wrth you and the
o Iraqr people as you burld a free and peaceful natlon | R T

Because of Amencan Ieadershlp and resolve the world is changlng

g for the better. Last month, the leader of Libya voluntanly pledgedto . -
' ’dlsclose and. dlsmantle all of his regime’s weapons of mass destructlon
' _programs, mcludrng a uranium ennchment project for nuclear weapons.

- Colonel Gadhafi correctIyJudged that his country would be better off, and
' far more secure, without weapons of mass murder%\hne months of mtense
o {','negotlatlons mvolvrng the United States and Great Britain succeeded with
o Lrbya while 12 years of diplomacy with Iraq-did not. And one reasonis - "f { .

- clear: “For dlplomacy to be effective, words must be credlble and no one s
: "l’-can now doubt the word of Amenca AN | U ey

leferent threats reqwre dlfferent strategles Along wrth natlons |n the

7 : regron we are insisting that North. Korea eliminate its nuclear program
T America and the international communlty are demandlng that Iran meet. ltS : _
~commitments, and not develop nuclear weapons. America is commrtted o
~ keeping the world’s most dangerous weapons out of the hands of the S

”world s most danqerous reqrmes ‘/

When I came to th|s rostrum on September 20th 2001 I brought the ST
SRR pollce shield of a fallen officer, my reminder of lives that ended and a task o

- that does not end. y gave to you and to all Amerrcans my complete o

: commltment to secunng our country and defeatmg our enemies. And this

-~ pledge, given by one, has been kept by many. You in the Congress have B
f;}"prowded the resources for our defense, and cast the difficult votes of war CionAn

~and peace. Our closest allies have been unwavering. America’s - S

b mtelhgence personnel and dlplomats have been skrlled and trreless " L T

ANty And the men and women of the Amencan m|I|tary - they have taken S
" the hardest duty. We have seen their skill and’ courage in. armored
_ charges, and midnight raids, and lonely hours on faithful watch. We have Fenet ot
“seen the Joy when they return, and felt the sorrow when one is’ Iost | have = e
. had the honor of meeting our servicemen and women at many posts from
f...the deck of a carrier in the Pacific, to a mess hall in.Baghdad.’ Many of. our.
~ _troops are listening tomght And | want you and your families to know: .-
America is proud of you. And my Admrnrstratlon and this Conqress W|II SR

qnve vou the resources you need to flqht and wrn the war on terror

ZZ—




I know that some people questlon if Amerlca |s really |n a war at aII
r lThey view. terrorlsm more as a crime — a problem to be solved malnly WIth

. law enforcement and mdtctments After the World Trade Center was frrst
o attacked in: 1993 some of the gurlty were |nd|cted tried, conV|cted and

- sent to prison. But the matter was not settled. The terrorlsts were Stl” =

g 'tra|n|ng and plotting in other nations, and drawmg up more ambitious: plans '; o

" ~After the chaos and carnage of September 11", it is.not enough to serve ., -

- our enemies with legal papers. The terrorists and- their supporters declared f_ (T o

: war on the Unlted States — and war is what they qot V e e s T

Some in thls chamber and |n our country, dld not support the
I|berat|on of Iraq ObJectlons to war often come from prmC|pled motlves

I But let us be candid about the consequences of leaving Saddam Husseln

e Jin.power ... . We are seeklng all the facts, already the Kay Report Ident|f|ed :
~dozens of weapons of mass destruction- related program activities and
sxgnlflcant amounts. of equipment that Iraq concealed from the Unlted

~ Nations.- Had we failed to act, the: dictator’s weapons of mass destruction .
' programs would contlnue to this day. Had we failed to act, Securlty Council =~

- resolutions on Iraq would have been revealed as empty threats, weakenmg e
- the United Nations and encouraging defiance by dictators around the world S AT

~Irag’s torture chambers would still be filled with victims = terrlfled and .
innocent. The killing fields of Iraq — where hundreds of thousands of men

women, and children vanished into the sands — would still be known only to

© the killers. For all who love freedom and peace, the world W|thout Saddam

o .Husseln s reqrme |s a better and safer place L ./

Some crltlcs have sald our dutles in Iraq must be mternatuonalrzed
, _"ThIS partlcular cr|t|C|sm is hard to explain to our partners in- Bntaln
-~ Australia, Japan South Korea, the Phlhpplnes Thalland Italy, Spaln

. Poland, Denmark, Hungary, Bulgaria, Ukraine, Romania, the Netherlands e
~ . Norway, El Salyador, and the 17 other countries that have committed -

troops to Iraq As we debate at home, we must’ never rgnore the vrtal

‘ _contrlbutlons of our international’ partners, or dlsmlss their sacrlflces From e

~ the beginning, Amerlca has sought mternatnonal support for operatrons |n
. 'Afghanistan and lraq and we have gained much support ‘There is a’

]  difference, however, between leading a coalition of many nat|ons and et
-~ submitting to the objectlons of a few. America WI|| never seek a perm|33|on g

| ‘SIID to defend the secuntv of ourpeople V/




 We ‘al‘so hear doubts that democracy is a realistic goal for the"greater'vifl -
Middle East, where freedom is rare. Yet it is mistaken, and condescendrng
to-assume that whole cultures and great relrgrons are rncompatrble with

“liberty and self-government | believe that God has planted in every heart s _
the desire to live infreedom. And even when that desrre Is crushed by e

Foes ’v’tyranny for decades it WI|| rise aqarn J

) anger it will continue to produce men and movements that threaten the
vsafety of America and our friends.. ‘So America is pursuing a fonNard

As long as the Mrddle East remarns a place of tyranny desparr and

strategy of freedom in the greater Middle East. We will challenge the - .

_enemies of reform, confront the allies of terror, and expect a hrgher
- standard from our friends. To cut through the barriers of hateful = =~ ™
_propaganda, the Voice of America and other broadcast services are Tl
. expanding their programming in Arabic and Persian — and soon, anew =
~ television service will begin providing reliable news and information. across
. the region. | will send you' a proposal to double the budget of the National T

Endowment for Democracy, and to focus its new work on the development ST

~ of free elections, free markets, free press, and free labor unions in the -
. Middle East. And-above all, we will finish the historic work of democracy m |
" Afghanistan and Iraq, so those nations can light the way for others and '
e help transform a troubled part of the world. \/ e

| rmost basic beliefs. “We have no desire to dommate no ambrtrons of -

Amerrca is a Natron wrth a mission — and that mission comes from our--f_"? R

L }"emprre ‘Our aim is a democratrc peace —a peace founded upon the drgnrty k e

and rights of every. man and woman. ‘America acts in this cause: with -
.~ ~friends and allies at our side, yet we understand our special callrng Thrs
L qreat republrc wrll Iead the cause of freedom J : .

Lo Strengths of the American economy. We have come through recession, -
- and terrorist attack and corporate scandals and the uncertainties of war |
- And because you acted to- stimulate our economy wrth tax relref thrs " -4

I these last three years, adversrty has also revealed the fundament‘al»" N

. economv IS stronq and qrowrnq stronqer V

You have doubled the chrld tax credrt from 500 to a thousand dollars o
reduced the marriage penalty — begun to phase out the death tax — -

o :,Ureduced taxes on caprtal garns and stock drvrdends — cut taxes on small

3/




| ’busmesses and you have lowered taxes for every Amerlcan who pays CenEaT

- ”"-mcome taxes

e "technology transforms the way almost every job is done, America becomes

j';our new economy

e Amencans took those dollars and put them to work dnvmg thls
- ‘economy forward. The pace of economic growth in the third quarter of
2003 was the fastest in nearly 20 years.' New home construction: the
. highest in almost 20 years. Home ownershlp rates the highest ever,’ SRR
- Manufacturing activity is increasing. Inflation is low. Interest rates are»l Wt
- Exports are growmg Productlwty is h|gh And JObS are on the nse ~.

i These numbers conflrm that the Amencan people are usmg thelr s
o money far better than government would have and you were nqht to o

Amenca S growrng economy is also a changlng economy As

. more productlve and workers need new skills. -Much of our jOb growth wrll e
- befound in high-skilled fields like health care and blotechnology Sowe -
“must respond by. helplng more Amencans galn the Skl||S to flnd good jObS |n;":' ¥

S All Skl||S begln W|th the ba3|cs of readlng and math Wthh are Fgh
; ;'!_;supposed to be learned in the: early grades of our schools Yet for too long RISy
- for too many children, those skills were never mastered. By passing the No‘].,‘i

'fChlld Left Behind Act, you have made the. expectatlon of. llteracy the law. of EE N o

. our country We are prowdlng more fundlng for our schools —.a 36 percent L
“increase since 2001. We are requiring higher standards. We are regularly EEEEE

i ‘testing every child on the’ fundamentals. We are reporting results. to R
~_parents, and maklng sure they have better optlons when schools are not

: :jperformlng We are maklnq proqress toward excellence for every Chlld '_ﬂ.'f RN

But the status quo always has defenders Some want to undermlne

| “the No Child Left Behind Act by weakenmg standards and accountablllty

’ Yet the results we require are really a matter of « common sense: We: expect

e '»,: " third- graders to read and do math at thlrd grade level = and that | is not "
~  asking-too much Testing is the only way to |dent|fy and help students who
o= _,‘_are fall|ng behmd Fre e Rl e ;;_

o Thls Natlon W|ll not go back to the days of snmply shuffllng chlldren ,
ff).along from grade to grade W|thout them learnlng the baS|cs l refuse to RSt




qnve up on any. Chlld and the No Chl|d Left Behlnd Act i |s openlnq the door

== "ff‘of opportumtv to all of Amenca S chlldren \/

At the same tlme we must ensure that older students and adults can B
galn the skills they need to find work now. Many of the fastest-growing -
- occupations require strong math and science preparation, and training

beyond the high school level. So tonight | propose a series of measures

. called Jobs for the 21* Century. This program will provide extra help to
~ 'middle- and high school students who fall behind in reading and math..

- expand Advanced Placement programs in low-income schools . and |nV|te_fy B

; ,math and science professionals from the private sector to teach part timein

our. high schools. | propose larger Pell Grants for students who prepare for;

~ college with demandlng courses in high school Vi propose increasing our

“ -support for America’s fine community colleges so the }can train workers

~ for the industries that are creating the most new jobs?

S0 oour country

By all these actions,

we will help more and more Amencans to jom in the qrowm(Lprosperlty of .

Job tralnlng is |mportant and S0 is jOb creatlon We must contlnue to: prs

pursue an aggresswe pro- growth economic. agenda \/

Congress has some unflnlshed busmess onthe i lssue of taxes The

_ tax reductions you passed are set to expire.  Unless you act, the unfair tax
~ on marriage will go back up. Unless you act, millions of families will be

charged 300 dollars more in federal taxes for every child. Unless you act,

small busmesses will pay higher taxes. Unless you act, the death tax will

eventually come back to life. Unless you act, Americans face a tax Fe
~increase.- What the Congress has given, the Congress should not take et

- .away: For the sake of 1ob qrowth the tax cuts vou passed should be
- permanent. V B . |

Our agenda for jobs and growth must help small busmess owners

. and employees with relief from needless federal regulation, and protect
them from junk and frivolous Iawsu1ts%onsumers and businesses need
- reliable supplies of energy to make our economy run —so | urge you to -
Lk pass leglslat|on to modernize our electricity system, promote cons rvation
' and make America less dependent on foreign sources of energy! My

o create jobs for America’s workers. Younger workers should have the .

America’s entrepreneurs .. . and manufacturers ... and farmers ....and to .

“Administration is promoting free and fair trade, to open up new markets for'_‘ ;



L '.f‘vopportumty to build a nest egg bi savnng part of thelr Socral Securlty taxes SN

“in a personal retirement accountWe: should make the Social Securlty
system a source of ownershlp for the Amerlcan people oy :

“And we should limit the burden of government on th|s economy by

7aCt|ng as good stewards of taxpayer dollarsJ In two weeks, |-will send you it

““f‘-;a budget that funds the war, protects the homeland, and meets important

" domestic needs, while limiting the. growth in dlscrettonary spendlng to less - E

*‘than four percent. This will require that Congress focus on priorities, cut =
?'_wasteful spending, and be wise with the people’s money ly donng 80, we» L

B f{._"can cut the defICIt in haIf over the next five years

Tonlght I also ask you. to reform our |mm|grat|on laws, so they reflect‘ :

e our values and benefit our economy. .| propose a new temporary worker

""program to match w1|l|ng forelgn workers with W|II|ng employers when no e S

i :;ff'»Amencans can be found to fill the job.. This reform will be good forour =+~~~
. economy - because employers will find needed workers in-an honest and R

g »orderly system A temporary worker program will help protect our :
~_homeland — allowing border patrol and law enforcement to focus on true:

| ~threats to our national security. | oppose amnesty, becauseitwould
B “encourage further illegal rmm|grat|on and unfairly reward those who break [ S
. ourlaws. My temporary worker program will preserve the: citizenship path ..

* . This dramatic progress has brought its own challenge, in the rising: costs of
“medical care and health insurance. Members’ of Congress ... we must

- for those who respect the law, while bnnglng millions of hardworkmg men:.
o “,and women out from the shadows of Amencan life. P

L Our Natlon S health care system I|ke our economy, is atso in a tlme o
“of change Amazmg medical technologies are improving and saving lives.

- work together to help control those costs and extend the beneﬂts of modern )
! ‘,medlcme throughoutourcountry v o e R e

: L Meetnng these goals reqwres blpartlsan effort and two months ago
- you showed the way. By strengthenlng Medicare and addlng a prescnptlon '

V‘ j"_‘,'drug benefit, you kept a basic commitment to our semors You are dmnq
o them the modern medlcme they deserve V : .

\ Startlng this year, under the taw you passed seniors can choose to
“receive a drug discount card, saving them 10 to 25 percent off the retail
;prlc_e of most prescription drugs — a:nd_\_mlllr_ons ofv low- mco}me “senlors canv |



R get a-n'additional 600 dollars to 'buy'medi_Cine‘.l:Beg,inning nextyear, seniors
~ " will have new coverage for preventive screenings against diabetes and

~heart disease, and senlors Just entenng Medlcare can recelve wellness
Vexams T : o

In January of 2006 senlors can get prescrlptlon drug coverage under ‘} .
‘Medicare. . For a monthly premium of about 35 dollars, most seniors who =~

= do not have that coverage today can expect to see their drug bills cut

,’;roughly in half. Under this reform, senior citizens will be able to keep thelr
Medicare just as it is, or they can choose a ‘Medicare plan that frts them . ,
- best — just as you, as Members of Congress can choose an insurance plan o ,
that meets your needs. And starting this year, millions of Americans willbe -
_able to save money tax free for therr medlcal expenses ina health savmgs L

>account

SR I S|gned this measure proudly and any attempt to limit the ch0|ces of
Cour senlors or to take away their prescnptron druq coveraqe under g
Medlcare wrll meet my veto. \/ , ,

, On the critical issue of health care our goal is to ensure that
Americans can choose and afford prlvate health care coverage that. best
fits their individual needs. To make insurance more affordable, Congress |
must act to address rapidly rising health care costs.  Small businesses
should be able to band together and negotiate for lower | insurance rates so‘ g
~ they can cover more workers with health insurance — | urge youtopass
- Association Health Plans'/l ask you to give lower-income Americans a

- refundable tax credit that would allow millions to buy their own basic. health -
- insuranceyBy computerizing health records, we can avoid dangerous

medical mistakes, reduce costs, and improve care. To protect the doctor¥

S patient relationship, and keep good doctors doing good work, we must

~ eliminate wasteful and frivolous medical lawsuits nd tonight | propose R
~ that individuals who buy catastrophic health care coverage ‘as part of our o
‘new health savings accounts, be allowed to deduct 100 percent of the :

“ .premrums from thelrtaxes ;/

A government run health care system is the wrong prescnptlon’/By

nr ~__,keep|ng costs under control, expandlng access, and helping more | o
- Americans afford coverage, we will preserve the system of pnvate medlcme[

»that makes Amenca S health care the best |n the world ‘/




'v_-f"’economy, and in science and medicine. Yet'some things endure S
. Courage and compaSSIon reverence and’ mtegnty, respect for dlfferences

'_".i'-lnstrlled in us by fundamental institutions, such as families, and schools
. .andreligious congregations. These institutions — the unseen plllars of -
,;,;"‘,crvrlrzatron - must remaln strong in Amerlca and we Wlll defend them -

We are llvmg in a tlme of great change ln our world |n our

~ of faith and race. The values we try to live by never change “And they are 501 B

o We must stand with our famllles to help them ralse healthy, : e N
‘f-responsrble children. And when it comes to helplng chlldren make rlght

i choices, there is work for all of us to dO

One of the worst deCIS|ons our chlldren can make is to gamble thelr

i "":_llves and futures on drugs. Our government is helplng parents confront this

problem with aggressive education, treatment, and law enforcement Drug
~use in high school has declined by 11 percent over the past two years A
‘Four hundred usand fewer young people are using illegal. drugs than inooo T

| the year 2001#/in my budget, | have proposed new funding to continue our =~~~
“ffaggresswe communlty -based strategy to-reduce demand for.illegal drugs. - ..
S Drug testlng in our schools has proven to be an effectrve part of thls effort i

use drug testlng as a tool to save chlldren S llves The alm here |s not to

N -:jdon t want to lose vou

‘ l_.'j,”-.pumsh children, but to s\}them this message We love vou and we.

_ To help chlldren make nght chorces they need good examples

| 'Athletrcs play such an lmportant role in our society, but, unfortunately,._ e B
_.some in profes3|onal sports are not settlng much of an example The use Sy
- of performance enhancmg drugs like steroids i in baseball football -and’ _'

: ;other sports is dangerous, and'it sends the wrong message that there are‘_f' L

~ shortcuts to accomplishment, and that performance is more |mportant than Sl
~character. So tonight | call on team owners, union representatrves

. coaches, and plavers to take the lead, to send the nght srqnal to qet touth‘

7~;:;--and to qet rid of steroids now. ‘/

o To encourage nght ch0|ces we must be wrlllng to confront the
: dangers young people face — even when they are difficult to talk about."
Each year, about three million teenagers contract sexually transmitted .

' diseases that can harm them, or kill them, or prevent them from ever.

:‘,becomlng pa_rents ln my budget | propose a grassroots campalgn to help

Cow e gl




, i,»;“"‘"".’3“,|nform famllres about these medlcal nsks We wm double federal fundmg
- ‘for abstinence programs, so schools can teach this fact of life: Abstinence

' "for young people is the only certain way to avord sexually transmrtted
3 diseasesV¥Decisions chlldren make now:can affect their health and
s _};character for the’ rest of. their lives. ‘Al of us — parents schools, T
S 75qovernment — must work together to counter the negative mfluence of the
»culture and to send the nqht messaqes to our ch|Idren ' N

A strong Amerrca must also value the |nst|tut|on of marnage l

o belleve we should respect individuals as we take a principled stand for one .

oof the most fundamental, enduring institutions of our civilization. Congress =
-~ has already taken a stand on this issue by passmg ‘the Defense of Marnagez_'f 3
- Act, signed.in 1996 by President Clinton.: That statute protects marriage

- under federal law as the union of a man and a'woman, and declares that

- _one‘state may not re-define mamage for other states. Activist Judges

- however, have begun re- defining marriage by court order, wrthout regard

- 'f'f‘rfor the will of the people and their elected representatives. _On an issue of

such great consequence, the people’s voice must be heard. If judges insist

. on forcing their arbitrary will upon the people, the only alternatrve left to the

~ people would be the coytrtutlonal process Our Natlon must defend the

2 "",[sanctrty of marnaqe

The outcome of th|s debate is lmportant = and S0 iS the way we SRS
~conduct it. The same moral tradition that defines marriage also teaches SRR
_‘that each mdrvrdual has d|gn|ty and value in God s snght e i
It is also lmportant to strengthen our communrtles by unleashrng the e
compass:on of America’s religious institutions. Religious charities of every Lo
~ creed are doing some of the most vital work in our country — mentonng o
~ children, feeding the hungry, taking the hand of the lonely. Yet government» R
" has often denied social service grants and contracts to these groups, just =

' because they have a cross or Star of David or crescent on the wall. By

~ Executive Order, | have opened billions of dollars in grant money to -
. competltlon that includes faith-based charities. Tonight | ask you to codify
~ this into law, so people of falth can know that the Iaw wrlI never drscnmmate

S aqalnst them aqaln A

S In the past we have worked together to br|ng mentors to the chlldren o i
of. pnsoners .and prowde treatment for the addicted ... and help for the '
i homeless Tonlght | ask you to consrder another group of Amerrcans in

T 1,2‘ | 6 /




| need of help ThlS year, Somé 600 OOO |nmates will be released from

- . prison back into society. We know from long expenence that if they cant )

- find work, or a‘home, or help, they are much more likely to commit more |
‘crimes and return to prison.. So tonight | propose a four-year 300 mllllon

“*dollar Prisoner Re- -Entry Initiative to expand job training.-and placement

""'servrces . to.provide transrtlonal housing ... and to help newly released

V"?'pnsoners get ‘mentoring, including from falth based groups/Amenca iS the_ o

~ land of the second chance —and when the gates of the prison open the

o .vpath ahead should lead to a better life. \/

For all Amerlcans the last three years have brought tests we dld not L
fask for, and achievements shared by all. By our actions, we. have shown fc :~1_,,‘,j1; N
© what kind of Nation we are. In grief, we found the gracetogoon. In - e
challenge ‘we re-discovered the courage and daring-of a free people n
\vrctory, we have shown the noble aims and good heart of Amerlca And

havrng come. th|s far we sense that we Ilve inatime set apart

’ :"have shown calm in times of danger, compassion forone another and

T enterprise. And even some of the youngest understand that we are lrvrng

o you v

I have been a wrtness to the character of the Amencan people who

toughness for the long: haul. All of us have been partners ina great

" in historic times. - Last month a girl in Lincoln, Rhode Island sent me a
letter. - It began, “Dear George W. Bush.” “If there is anythlng you know I
, ~Ashley Pearson age 10 can do to help anyone please send me a letter: and
~ tell me what | can do to save our country.” She added this P.S.: “If you . it
“can send a letter to the troops please put Ashley Pearson belreves in. SRRy

o Tonlght Ashley your message to our troops haSJust been conveyed
| .vAnd yes, you have some duties yourself Study | hard in school, listen to -

“your mom and dad, help someone in need, and when you and your frlends
_see a man or woman in uniform, say “thank you. s/And whrle you do your

ﬁﬂ“part all of us here in this great chamber wrll do our best to keep yOU and

o 8 the rest of Amenca safe and free _ o e _; S e

St My fellow cmzens we now move fon/vard wrth confldence and falth
= ,Our Natlon is strong and steadfast. The cause we serve is rlght because |t

s the cause of all mankind. The momentum of freedom in our world is G .

i »unmlstakable and it lS not carrled fonNard by our. power alone We can

(,6
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trust in that greater power Who gurdes the unfoldlng of the years And in all |
that is to come, we can know that HIS purposes are just and true.

May God bless the United States of Amenca Thank you \/

Draftedvby: Mike Gerson John McConnell, and Matthew Scully, Offlce of Speechwr/t/ng
T Office: 202/456-0168, 202/456-2816 and 202/456-7289 .
Cell: | » e ‘
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