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New Initiatives in President Bush s State of the Umon Address
January 20, 2004

" Jobs for the 21st Century

» America’'s growing economy is also a changing economy, and President Bush wants to make sure -
Americans gain the skills needed in our new economy. President Bush announced Jobs for the
21st Century — a series of measures to improve high school education and to strengthen post-
secondary education and job training to better prepare workers for jobs in the new millennium.

President Bush wants to help better prepare high school students to enter higher education or the
‘workforce — especially at a time when 80% of the fastest-growing jobs in the U.S. require some sort
of higher education after high school and many require math and science skills. And, he wants to
help current workers get the additional training and skills they need to secure jObS in high- growth
industries. : :

o President Bush's plan will improve the quality of education at our Nation's middle and high
- schools and better prepare students for success in higher education and the job market —
including $100 million to help struggling readers and $120 mllllon to improve math
learning.
The President’s plan expands Advanced Placgement programs in low-income schools and
invites professionals with private sector math and science experience to teach part-time in
our high schools. As an incentive for students to take more demanding high school
courses, it would provide larger grants for college under the Pell Grant program.
The President's Jobs for the 215t Century initiative would also expand support for
~ America’s community colleges to help them train workers for the industries that are
- creating the most new jobs. It includes a $250 million proposal to fund partnerships
between community colleges and high demand job sectors, based on successful pilot
programs launched by President Bush in 2002.

Making Health Care More Affordable

> Millions of Americans get health coverage through the workplace in part because, under current
law, an employer's share of health insurance premiums is exempt from workers’ federal income
and payroll taxes. But there are millions of Americans who work in firms that do not sponsor health
' coverage, receiving no deductlon for their health insurance premiums or medical expenses. .

> As part of the Medicare prescription drug bill that President Bush S|gned into law last month,
workers will now be able to take advantage of Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) ~ tax-free savings
accounts that can be used to pay for medical expenses incurred by individuals, spouses, or
- dependents. Contributions to HSAs by individuals are deductible, even if the taxpayer does not
itemize, and contributions by an employer are not included in the individual's taxable income.

In his State of the Union Address President Bush proposed giving workers without employer-

- sponsored health coverage who open Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) tax benefits similar to
those who do.

White House Office.of Communications




> The President's proposal would ‘aIIow individuals who purchase high-deductible insurance policies

and open HSAs to deduct 100% of the cost of their insurance premiums. This new deduction of
health insurance premiums, which will be available to taxpayers whether or not they itemize, wil
reduce the net cost of health coverage by 10% or more for most taxpayers. HSAs will help these
same families pay their routine medical expenses and give them a tax-preferred means of saving
for future medical care.

The President also proposed to establish refundable tax credits of up to $1,000 for individuals and
$3,000 for families to help low-income workers buy health insurance coverage. Refundable tax
credits will make health insurance more affordable to millions of low-income Americans. And, the
President wants to enable small businesses to provide health coverage to more workers by
banding together and negotiating lower insurance rates through Association Health Plans.

Helping Young Americans M_ake Healthy Decisions

>

Addressing the National Challenge of Teen Substance Abuse: According to research done by the
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), approximately 1.4 million
American teenagers between the ages of 12 and 17 are in need of drug treatment. Data also show
that, if a child does not start using drugs in their teen years, he or she is much less I|ker to |n|t|ate or
develop a substance abuse problem later in life.

In his State of the Union address, President George W. Bush announced a new initiative to help young
Americans avoid being ensnared by addiction. His budget for FY 2005 will include $25 million for
student drug testing program grants, extending the benefits of early intervention programs that have

~ been proven in government, military, education, transportation, and private sector workplaces. The

President's anti-drug policies are working — just last month, a leading national survey found that

~ 400,000 fewer drug users among 8%, 10t and 12t graders. This represents an 11% decline in drug

use among these age groups, ahead of the President’s two-year goal of 10%.

Encouraging Role Models to Set a Good Example for Young Athletes: In his State of the Union
address, President George W. Bush called on America’s major sports leagues to seriously address the
use of both performance-enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by their athletes. The use of performance-
enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by elite athletes sets a dangerous example for the millions of young -
Americans who look up to them, encouragmg young people to take dangerous risks with their health
and safety. Drug use also damages the credibility of American athletics both domestically and abroad.

The President will ask these leagues to implement more stringent drug policies—including effective,
year-round random testing programs—to set a healthier and more positive example for America’s
young people as well as protecting the integrity of their sports and ensurmg the health and well-being of
their athletes.

‘Expanding Support for Teen Abstinence Promotion: Each year, 3 million American teenagers

contract sexually transmitted diseases. President Bush announced a new initiative to educate teens
and parents about the health risks associated with early sexual activity and to provide the tools needed
to help teens make responsible choices. The President's Fiscal Year 2005 budget would double the
funding for abstinence education programs — from $135 million to $270 million. President Bush also

White House Office of Communications




directed the Department of Health and Human Services to develop scientifically-based standards for -
model abstinence education teachings, and he called for a review of all federal programming for youth

~ addressing teen pregnancy prevention, family planning, STD and HIV/AIDS prevention to ensure that

the federal government is not sending mixed or negative messages to teens. He also announced a
new public education campaign providing youth and thelr parents with the tools they need to'make
responsible choices.

Empower/i/ng Faith-Based and Community Charities to Help Those in Need

>

President Bush announced his intent to seek legislation to put into Iéw the principle of equal treatment

for faith-based organizations in the Federal grants process and end discrimination against these
charities. This legislation would ensure that more Americans in need would be able to get vital social -
services from the country's most effective charities, whether they are secular or faith-based
organizations.

Many faith-based organizations that have been effective in serving the poor have faced discrimination
in their efforts to partner with the Federal government. The regulatory reforms instituted by President -
Bush in December, 2002 have remedied some of these problems, but without the permanence of

Federal statute, these reforms could be short-lived.

. Protecting Communities by Reducing Recidivism Amovng Returning Inmates

>

Some 600,000 prisoners who have completed their prison sentences will be released this year.

- Unfortunately, many of them will return to prison after committing another crime — causing additional B

costs to society. To reduce the number of these prisoners committing new crimes, President Bush
proposed a plan to harness the resources and experience of faith-based and community organizations
in dealing with the challenges of helping returning inmates contribute to society. :

Thfough a collaboration with faith-based and community erganizations and the Depértment of Labor

- (DOL), the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and the Department of Justice

(DOJ), the initiative would address three key requirements for successful re-entry of those who have

paid their debt to society — mentoring, transitional housing, and basic job training and placement. The

President FY 2005 budget will provide funding for the first year of this four-year, $300 million initiative.

White House Office of Cemmunications
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New Inrtratrves in President Bush S State of the Unron Address
January 20, 2004 |

o J.obs for the 21 st‘Century

> America's growing economy is also a changlng economy, and Presrdent Bush wants to make sure-
_Americans gain the skills needed in our new economy. President Bush announced Jobs for the
21t Century - a series of measures to improve high school education and to strengthen post-
: secondary education and job training to better. prepare workers for ]ObS in the new mlllenmum

President Bush wants to help better prepare high schoot students to enter hlgher educatron or the - ‘_
workforce — especially at a time when 80% of the fastest-growing jobs in the U.S. require some sort .~

-of higher education after high school and many require math and science skills. And, he wants to
help current workers get the additional training and Skl"S they need to secure ]ObS |n hlgh growth
~ industries. - R : .

.o President Bush’s plan willi |mprove the quality of educatron at our Nation’s mlddle and h|gh
’ schools and better prepare students for success in higher education and the job market -
~ including $100 million to help struggling. readers and $120 millionto i |mprove math
learning.
The President's pIan expands Advanced Placement programs in Iow-mcome schools and ,
~invites professionals with private sector math and science experience to teach part-time in -
our high schools. As an incentive for students to take more demanding high school .
courses, it would provide larger grants for college under the Pell Grant program.
The President's Jobs for the 21st Century initiative would also expand support for -
vAmenca s community coIIeges to help them train workers for the industries that are:
_ creating the most new jobs. It includes a $250 million proposal to fund partnerships
. between community colleges and high demand.job sectors, based on successful pilot
programs Iaunched by Presrdent Bush in 2002 '

| Makmg Health Care More Affordable

> Millions of Americans get health coverage through the workplace in part because under current .
- law, an employer's share of health insurance premiums is exempt from workers’ federal income .
“and payroll taxes. But there are millions of Americans who work in firms that do not sponsor | health
coverage receiving no deductlon for thelr health insurance premrums or medrcal expenses »

. As part of the Medlcare prescnptron drug bill that PreSIdent Bush S|gned into law last month

- workers will now be able to take advantage of Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) - tax-free savmgs o

accounts that can be used to pay for medical expenses incurred by individuals, spouses or .
t dependents Contributions to HSAs by individuals are deductible, even if the taxpayer does not ‘
|tem|ze and contnbutrons by an employer are not mcluded in the rndlvrdual s taxable i mcome '

p ~In his State of the Unlon Address, President Bush proposed giving workers wrthout employer—

- -sponsored health coverage who open Health Savrngs Accounts (HSAs) tax benef ts similar to -
those who do. : ’

White House Office of Communications




> - The President's proposal would allow individuals who purchase high-deductible insurance policies., C
- and open HSAs to deduct 100% of the cost of their insurance premiums. This new deduction of -
health insurance premiums, which will be available to taxpayers whether or not they itemize, will
~ reduce the net cost of health coverage by 10% or more for most taxpayers. - HSAs will help these
‘same families pay their routine medical expenses and g|ve them a tax-preferred means of savmg
_ for future medical care.

‘The President also proposed to establish refundable tax credits of up to $1,000 for individuals and
$3,000 for families to help low-income workers buy health insurance coverage. Refundable tax
credits will make health insurance more affordable to millions of low-income Americans. And, the
President wants to enable small businesses to provide health coverage to more workers by
bandlng together and negotiating lower insurance rates through Association Health PIans

Helpmg Young Americans Make Healthv Decisions

>l AddresSing the National Challenge of Teen Substance Abuse: According to research done by the -

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), approximately 1.4 million

- American teenagers between the ages of 12 and 17 are in need of drug treatment. Data also show

that, if a child does not start using drugs in their teen years, he or she is much less Ilkely to |n|t|ate or o

- develop a substance abuse problem later i in. life. -

In his State of the Union address President George W. Bush announced a new ln|t|at|ve to help young o

- Americans avoid being ensnared by addiction. His budget for FY 2005 will include $25 million for
- student drug testing program grants, extending the benefits of early intervention programs that have

been proven in government, military, education, transportation, and private sector workplaces. The

i President’s anti-drug policies are working - just last month, a leading national survey found that

400,000 fewer drug users among 8", 10t and 12 graders. This represents an 11% decline in drug
use among these age groups, ahead of the PreS|dent s two-year goat of 10%.

: Encouragmg Role Models to Set a Good Example for Young Athletes: In his State of the Unlon :
address, President George W. Bush called on America’s major sports leagues to seriously address the -
~use of both performance-enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by their athletes. The use of performance-
enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by elite athletes sets a dangerous example for the millions of young
Americans who look up to them, encouraging young people to take dangerous risks with their health
and safety. Drug use also damages the credibility of American athletics both domestically and abroad.

The President will ask these leagues to implement more stringent drug policies—including effective,
year-round random testing programs—to set a healthier and more positive example for America's
young people as well as protecting the integrity of their sports and ensunng the health and weII bemg of
their athletes. : :

: Expanding Suppo}t for Teen Abstinence Promotion: Each year, 3 million American teenagers

contract sexually transmitted diseases. ‘President Bush announced a new initiative to educate teens

-and parents about the healith risks associated with early sexual activity and to provide the tools needed

~ to help teens make responsible choices. The President's Fiscal Year 2005 budget would double the

funding for abstinence education programs — from $135 million to $270 million. President Bush also

White House Office of Communications




directed the Department of Health and Human Services to develop scientifically-based standards for

mode! abstinence education teachings, and he called for a review of all federal programming for youth
addressing teen pregnancy prevention, family planning, STD and HIV/AIDS prevention to ensure that
the federal government is not sending mixed or negative messages to teens. He also announced a
new public education campaign providing youth and their parents with the tools they need to make

. responsrbte choices.

E_poweruLLFalth Based and Commumty Charltles to @p Those in Need

>:‘

Presrdent Bush announced his intent to seek legislation to put into law the pnncrple of equal treatment
for faith-based organizations in the Federal grants process and end discrimination against these - -
charities. This legislation would ensure that more Americans in need would be able to get vital social
services from the country's most effectrve charltres whether they are secular or faith-based
organizations. : :

Many faith-based organizations tha‘t have bee‘n effective in serving the poor have faced discrimination
in their efforts to partner with the Federal government. The regulatory reforms instituted by President
Bush in December, 2002 have remedied some of these problems but without the permanence of

[Federal statute, these reforms could be short-lived.

.>‘

3 Protecting Communities by Reducing Recidivism,Among Returning Inmates

Some 600,000 prisoners who have COmpIeted their prison sentences will be released thi,s- year.

Unfortunately, many of them will return to prison after committing another crime - causing additional

costs to society. - To reduce the number of these prisoners committing new.crimes, President Bush

,proposed a plan to harness the resources and experience of faith-based and community organrzatrons '

; in dealmg with the challenges of helping returning mmates contribute to socrety

Through a collaboration with faith- based and communrty organizations and the Department of Labor -

(DOL), the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD); and the Department of Justice
* (DOJ), the initiative would address three key requirements for successful re-entry of those who have
“paid their debt to society — mentoring, transitional housing, and basic job training and placement. The

President FY 2005 budget will provide ,fundrng for the first year of this four-year, $300 million intiative. :

White House Office.of Commonica_ttons ) '
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New lnrtlatrves in Presrdent Bush S State of the Unron Address
| January 20, 2004 IR

Jobs for the 21st Century

s > Amenca S growing economy is also a changing economy, and Presrdent Bush wants to make sure
‘ Americans gain the skills needed in our new economy. President Bush announced Jobs for the
- 21st Century - a series of measures to improve high school education and to strengthen post- -
secondary education and job training to better prepare workers for jobs in the new millennium, -

President Bush wants to help better prepare high school students to enter higher education or the
. workforce — especially at a time when 80% of the fastest-growing jobs in the U.S. require some sort -
of higher education after high school and many require math and science skills. And, he wants to
help current workers get the additional tramlng and skills they need to secure lObS in hlgh growth
’ mdustrles ' 4 . .

o Presrdent Bush’s plan will i improve the quality of education at our Natron S mlddle and high
- schools and better prepare students for success in higher education and the-job market — -
" including $100 million to help struggllng readers and $120 million to lmprove math
~  leaming.
The President's plan expands Advanced Placement programs in Iow-lncome schools and
invites professionals with private sector math and science experience to teach part-time in
* our high schools. As an incentive for students to take more demanding hlgh school
- courses, it would provide larger grants for college under the Pell Grant program.
* The President's Jobs for the 21t Century initiative would also expand support for
- America’s community colleges to help them train workers for the industries that are
- creating the most new jobs. It includes a $250 million proposal to fund partnerships =
_ between community-colleges and high demand job sectors, based on successful pilot
: programs launched by Presrdent Bush in 2002 S ~

Making Healt Care More Affordable

» M|ll|ons of Americans get health coverage through the workplace in part because, under current
“ law, an employer’s share of health insurance premiums is exempt from workers' federal income
and payroll taxes. But there are millions of Americans who work in firms that do not sponsor health.
coverage recelvrng no deduction for therr health msurance premlums or medical expenses

> As part of the Medicare prescnptlon drug b|II that Presndent Bush signed lnto Iaw last month .
workers will now be able to take advantage of Health Savings Accounts (HSAS) - tax-free savmgs Sk
~ accounts that can be used to pay for medical expenses incurred by individuals, spouses, or-
- dependents. Contributions to HSAs by individuals are deductible, even if the taxpayer does not
e |tem|ze and contnbutrons by an employer are not mcluded in the individual’s taxable i income.

,f'ln his State of the Un|on Address, Pre3|dent Bush proposed glvmg workers W|thout employer-

| sponsored health coverage who open Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) tax benef ts S|mllar o
: those who do | .

" White House Office of Communlwtions‘ ,




> The President's proposal would allow individuals who purchase high-.deductibie insurance policies Sy '

:and open HSAs to deduct 100% of the cost of their insurance premiums. This new deduction of
health insurance premiums, which will be available to taxpayers whether or not they itemize, ‘will -
reduce the net cost of health coverage by 10% or more for most taxpayers. HSAs will help these
same families pay their routine medical expenses and give them a tax-preferred means of savrng o

o for future medical care..

~ The President also proposed to establish refundable tax credits of up to $1,000 for individuals and
$3,000 for families to help low-income workers buy health insurance coverage. Refundable tax -

- credits will make health insurance more affordable to millions of low-income Americans: And, the
President wants to enable small businesses to provide health coverage to more workers by
banding together and negotiating Iower insurance rates through Association Health Plans. -

o eiging Young Americans Make Healthy Decisions

Addressmg the National Challenge of Teen Substance Abuse: According to research done by the -
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), approximately 1.4 million -
American teenagers between the ages of 12 and 17 are in need of drug treatmént. Data also show
that, if a child does not start using drugs in their teen years, he or she is much less likely to |nit|ate or

. . 'develop a substance abuse problem later in iife

In his State of the Union address, Presrdent George W. Bush announced a new initiative to help young
Americans avoid being ensnared by addiction. His budget for FY 2005 will include $25 million for
student drug testing program grants, extending the benefits of early intervention programs that have™
been proven in government, military, education, transportation, and private sector workplaces. . The
President's anti-drug policies are working - just last month, a leading national survey found that

~ 400,000 fewer drug users among 8t, 10t and 12t graders. This represents an 11% decline i in drug

. useamong these age groups, ahead of the Presrdent s two -year goai of 10%.

Encouragrng Role Models to Set a Good Example for Young Athletes: in his State of the Union
‘address, President George W. Bush called on America's major sports leagues to seriously address the
- use of both performance-enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by their athletes.. The usé of performance-
.- enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by elite athletes sets a dangerous example for the millions of young
Americans who look up to them, encouraging young people to take dangerous risks with their health
*‘and safety. Drug use also damages the credibility of American athletics both domestically and abroad. - -

> The President will ask these leagues to implement more stringent drug policies—including effective;

~year-round random testing programs—to set a healthier and more positive example for America’s -
young people as well as protecting the integnty of their sports and ensunng the health and well- being of
‘.their athletes. . ‘

- Expandrng Support for Teen Abstinence Promotion: Each year, 3 millon American feenagers

contract sexually transmitted diseases. President Bush announced a new initiative to educate teens
and parents about the health risks associated with early sexual activity and to provide the tools needed.
to help teens make responsible choices. The President's Fiscal Year 2005 budget would double the

‘ funding for abstinence education programs - from $135 miiiion to $270 miiiion Presrdent Bush aiso o

White House Office of Comrnunications




- directed the Department of Health and Human Servrces to develop scientifically-based standards for .

v>v

model abstinence education teachings, and he called for a review of all federal programming for youth, e
addressing teen pregnancy prevention, family planning, STD and HIV/AIDS prevention to ensure that
the federal government is not sending mixed or negative messages to teens. He also announced a

new public education campaign provnding youth and their parents with the tools they need to- make
responsuble chonces

_E p wering Faith Based and Commumty Chantles to Help Those in Need

Presrdent Bush announced his |ntent to seek legislation to put into law the principle- of equal treatment
for faith-based organizations in the Federal grants process and end discrimination against these

- charities. This legislation would ensure that more Americans in need would be able to get vital social
- services from the country's most effective charrties whether they are secular or faith- based-
o organizatlons : :

| Many faith-based organizations that have been effective in serving the poor have faced discrimination

in their efforts to partner with the Federal government. The regulatory reforms instituted by President

* Bush in December, 2002 have remedied some of these problems but without the permanence of
- Federal statute, these reforms could be short-lived. ~ . '

'Protectl ng Communities by Reductng Recidiwsm Among Returmng Inmates L

_Some 600,000 prisoners who have completed their prison sentences erl be released this year.

- Unfortunately, many of them will return to prison after committing another crime - causing additional

costs to society. To reduce the number of these prisoners committing new crimes, President Bush

. proposed a plan to hamness the resources and experience of faith- based and community organizations

in dealing with the challenges of helping returning inmates contnbute to socrety

v Through : a collaboration W|th faith-based and community organizations and the Department of Labor

~ (DOL), the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and the Department of Justice
(DOJ), the initiative would address three key requirements.for successful re-entry of those who have -
- paid their debt to society — mentoring, transitional housing, and basic job training and placement. The
’ Presrdent FY 2005 budget will provrde fundmg for the first year of this four-year $300 million mrtiative

* White House Office of Comrunications
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New Imtlatrves in President Bush S State of the Union Address
‘January 20, 2004 -

Jobs for the 21st Century -

> America's growing economy is also a changing economy, and President Bush wants to make sure
~Americans gain the skills needed in our new economy. President Bush announced Jobs for the
- 215t Century — a series of measures to improve high school education and to strengthen post-
: secondary education and job training to better prepare workers for jobs in the new millennium. .

President Bush wants to help better prepare high school students to enter hlgher educatron orthe -
workforce ~ espec1ally at a time when 80% of the fastest-growmg jobs in the U.S. require some sort -
of higher education after high school and many require math and science skills. And, he wants to
help current workers get the additional training and skills they need to secure jobs in high-growth
industries. :

o President Bush's plan will improve the quality of education at our Nation’s middle and high

 schools and better prepare students for success in higher education-and the job market =
including $100 million to help struggling readers and $120 million to improve math
learning.
The President's plan expands Advanced Placement programs in Iow income schools and
invites professionals with private sector math and science experience to teach part-time in
our high schools. As an incentive for students to take more demanding high school
courses, it would provide larger grants for college under the Pell Grant program..
The President's Jobs for the 215 Century initiative would also expand support for
America’s.community colleges to help them train workers for the industries that are
creating the most new jobs. It includes a $250 million proposal to fund partnerships
between community colleges and high demand job sectors, based on successful prlot
programs launched by President Bush in 2002 :

Makrnq Health Care More Affordable :

» Millions of Americans get health coverage through the workplace in part because, under current:
law, an employer’s share of health insurance premiums is exempt from workers' federal income
-and payroll taxes. But there are millions of Americans who work in firms that do not sponsor health
coverage, receiving no deductlon for their health insurance premiums or medical expenses '

5 As part of the Medicare prescription drug bill that PreSIdent Bush signed into law last month, \
- workers will now be able to take advantage of Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) - tax-free savings
accounts that can be used to pay for medical expenses incurred by individuals, spouses, or
dependents. Contributions to HSAs by individuals are deductible, even if the taxpayer does not -
- itemize, and contributions by an employer are not included in the individual's taxable income:

:'In his State of the Union Address, President Bush proposed giving workers without employer-

" .sponsored health coverage who open Health Savmgs Accounts (HSAs) tax benef ts similar to
~ those who do. . , :

White House Office of Communications:




> The Presrdent s proposal would allow individuals who purchase high deductibie insurance poiicres ,
~and open HSAs to deduct 100% of the cost of their insurance premiums. This new deduction of
health insurance premiums, which will be available to taxpayers whether or not they itemize, will
reduce the net cost of health coverage by 10% or more for most taxpayers. HSAs will help these
same families pay their routine medical expenses and give them a tax- preferred means of savrng
for future medical care. '

The President also proposed to establish refundable tax credits of up to $1,000 for individuals and
. $3,000 for families to help low-income workers buy health insurance coverage. Refundable tax
credits will make health insurance more affordable to millions of low-income Americans. And, the
President wants to enable small businesses to provide health coverage to more workers by
banding together and negotiating lower insurance rates through Association Health Plans.

" Helping Young Americans Make Healthy Decisions

>

Addressing the National Challenge of Teen Substance Abuse: According to research done by the
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), approximately 1.4 million \

" American teenagers between the ages of 12 and 17 are in need of drug treatment. Data also show

that, if a child does not start using drugs in their teen years, he or she is much iess likely to |nit|ate or
develop a substance abuse problem later in life.

- In his State of the Union address Presrdent George W. Bush announced anew initiative to help young

Americans avoid being ensnared by addiction. His budget for FY 2005 will include $25 million for
student drug testing program grants, extending the benefits of early intervention programs that have
been proven in government, military, education, transportation, and private sector workplaces. The
President's anti-drug policies are working — just last month, a leading national survey found that -
400,000 fewer drug users among 8, 10t and 12t graders. This represents an 11% decline in drug
use among these age groups, ahead of the President's two-year goal of 10%.

Encouraging Role Models to Set a Good Example for Young Athletes In hiS State of the Union

“address, President George W. Bush called on America's major sports leagues to seriously address the -

use of both performance-enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by their athletes. The use of performance-
enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by elite athletes sets a dangerous example for the millions of young
Americans who look up to them, encouraging young people to take dangerous risks with their health
and safety Drug use also damages the credibility of American athletics bothdomestically and abroad.

The President will ask these leagues to |mpiement more stnngent drug: polrcres—inciuding eﬁective
year-round random testing programs—to set a healthier and more positive example for America's
young people as well as protecting the integnty of their sports and ensuring the health and well-being of

~ their athletes.

Expanding Support for Teen Abstinence Promotion: Each year, 3 million American teenagers
contract sexually transmitted diseases. President Bush announced a new initiative to educate teens
and parents about the health risks associated with early sexual activity and to provide the tools needed
to help teens make responsible choices. The President's Fiscal Year 2005 budget would double the
funding for abstinence education programs - from $135 million to $270 million. President Bush also

White House Office of Communications




| ::dlr‘ected' the Department of Health and Human Services to develop SC|ent|ﬂcally-baSed standards for e
. model abstinence education teachings, and he called for a review of all federal programming for youth

" addressing teen pregnancy prevention, family planning, STD and HIV/AIDS prevention to ensure that

the federal government is not sending mixed or negative messages to teens. He also announced a

. new public education campaign prowdlng youth and their parents with the tools they need to make
o responsrble chorces : :

: E_powermgﬂuth -Based and Communlty Charrtles to Helg Those in Need

. for faith-based organizations in the Federal grants process and end discrimination against these - -
- charities. This legislation would ensure that more Americans in need would be able to get vital social -
- . services from the country s most effecttve charities, whether they are secular or fatth based

Presrdent Bush announced his intent to seek leglslatlon to put |nto law the pnncrple of equal treatment

‘ organlzattons

Many faith-based organizations that have been effectlve in serving the poor have faced discrimination
~in their efforts to partner with the Federal government. The regulatory reforms instituted by President

- Bush in December, 2002 have remedied some of these problems but wnthout the permanence of
-~ Federal statute, these reforms could be short-lived. : ‘

: Protectn ing Commumtles bLReducmg Rec1d|V|sm Among Returmng Inmates

Some 600 000 pnsoners who have completed their prison sentences wnll be released thts year‘ B
‘Unfortunately, many of them will return-to prison after commtttlng another crime - causing-additional-

costs to society. To reduce the number of these prisoners committing new crimes, President Bush -

- proposed a plan to harness the resources and experience of faith-based and community orgamzatlons

“in deallng with the challenges of helping returntng inmates contnbute to socnety

Through a collaboration with falth based and communlty organtzattons and the Department of Labor

" (DOL), the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and the Department of Justice

- (DOJ), the initiative would address three key requirements for successful re-entry of those who have

- paid their debt to society — mentoring, transitional housing, and basic job training and placement, The ..
o }PresndentFYZQOS budget will provr_de fundlngtor the first year of this four-year, $300 million initiative. _ L

White House Office of Communications
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New Imtlatrves in President Bush’ s State of the Umon Address
January 20, 2004

Jobs for the 21st Centurv

R America's growing economy is also a changmg economy, and President Bush wants to make sure
Americans gain the skills needed in our new economy. President Bush announced Jobs for the
21st Century - a series of measures to improve high school education and to strengthen post-

* secondary education and job tralnmg to better prepare workers for jobs in the new millennium.

> President Bush wants to help better prepare hrgh school students to enter hrgher educahon orthe
- workforce — especially at a time when 80% of the fastest-growing jobs in the U.S. require some sort
of higher education after high school and many require math and science skills. And, he warits to

help current workers get the additional trarmng and skills they need to secure JObS in high- growth
1ndustrles

o PreS|dent Bush's plan will improve the quality of education at our Nation’s middle and high =
schools and better prepare students for success in higher education and the job market - -
including $100 million to help struggling readers and $120 million to i lmprove math
learning.

The President's plan expands Advanced Placement programs in tow-lncome schools and
invites professionals with private sector math and science experience to teach part-time in -
our high schools. As an incentive for students to take more demanding high school
courses, it would provide larger grants for college under the Pell Grant program.
The President's Jobs for the 215t Century initiative would also expand support for
America's community colleges to help them train workers for the industries that are -
- creating the most new jobs. Itincludes a $250 million proposal to fund partnerships

~ between community colleges and high demand job sectors, based on successful pllot

_programs Iaunched by President Bush in2002. :

Makmg Health Care More Affordabl

> Millions of Amencans get heatth coverage through the workplace in part because, under current ,
- law, an employer’s share of health insurance premiums is exempt from workers’ federal income
. and payroll taxes. - But there are millions of Americans who work in firms that do not sponsor health . -
- coverage, recervmg no deductnon for their health insurance premiums or medlcal expenses

As part of the Medicare prescription drug brll that President Bush sxgned |nto Iaw Iast month -
~ workers will now be able to take advantage of Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) — tax-free savings -

accounts that can be used to pay for medical expenses incurred by individuals, spouses, or

dependents Contributions to HSAs by individuals are deductible, even if the taxpayer does not
 itemize, and contributions by an employer are not included in the individual's taxable income.

‘In' his State of the Union Address, President Bush proposed giving workers without em'ployer-
- . sponsored health coverage who open Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) tax beneﬂts sumllar to
those who do. :
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> The Pre51dent’s proposal would aliow individuals who purchase hlgh-deductlble insurance pohmes -
and open HSAs to deduct 100% of the cost of their insurance premiums. This new deduction of
- health insurance premiums, which will be available to taxpayers whether or not they itemize, will
reduce the net cost of health coverage by 10% or more for most taxpayers. HSAs will help these

- same families pay their routine medlcal expenses and give them a tax-preferred means of saving
for future medical care. ‘ )

‘The President also proposed to establish refundable tax credits of up to $1,000 for individuals and -
$3,000 for families to help low-income workers buy health insurance coverage. Refundable tax =
credits will make health insurance more affordable to millions of low-income Americans. And, the
President wants to enable small businesses to provide health coverage to more workers by

banding together and negotiating lower insuranoe rates through Association Health Plans.

C Helglng Youn Mmerlcans Make He althy Decisions | e - hic o K

N "_Addressmg the National Challenge of Teen Substance ABuse: According to research done by the

 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Adminjstfation (SAMHSA), approximately 1.4 million
American teenagers between the ages of 12 andg 47 are in need of drug treatment. Data also show
that, if a child does not start using drugs in teen years, he or she is much less likely to initiate or
develop a substance abuse problem later in Tife. ‘ ' -

In his State of the Union address, President George W. Bush announced a new initiative to help young
Americans avoid being ensnared by addiction. His budget for FY 2005 will inciude $25 million for
student drug testing program grants, extending the benefits of early intervention programs that have
been proven in government, military, education, transportation, and private sector workplaces. The
~ President’s anti-drug policies are working - just last month, a leading national survey found that
400,000 fewer drug users among 8t, 10t and 12t graders. This represents an 11% decline in drug
use. among these age groups ahead of the Premdent's two-year goal of 10% RS U (N V5

Encouragmg Role Models to Set a Good Example for Young Athletes: In his State of the Union
~ address, President George W. Bush called on America’'s major sports leagues to seriously address the
. use of both performance-enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by-theie-stietes. The use of performance-
enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by elite athletes sets a dangerous example for the millions of young -
Americans who look up to them, entouraging young people to take dangerous risks with their health -
and safety. Drug use also damgages the credibility of American athletics both domesttcally and abroad. -
X (....‘3\ A_-\/L,\o‘“’/b . ﬁ\ﬂrg_ B
.The PreStdent wnll ask thesefeagues to implement more stringent drug pohmes—mcludmg eﬁectwe,
MOTEESEEREe ing’programs—to set a healthier and. more positive example for America’s -
: young people as welI a protecnng the integrity of their sports and ensunng the health and well- belng of

Ahe# athietes.
et

> Expandmg Support for Teen Abstinence Promotion: Each year, 3 m|Il|on American teenagers

- contract sexually fransmitted diseases. President Bush announced a new initiative to educate teens
~and parents About the heaith risks associated with-early sexual activity and to provide the tools needed
* o help teeps make responsible choices. The President's Fiscal Year 2005 budget would. double the.
-funding fof abstinence education programs - from $135 million to $270 m:lhon Presndent Bush also

A
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directed the Department of Health and Human Services to develop scientifically-based standards for
- model abstinence education teachings, and he called for a review of all federal programming for youth
. addressing teen pregnancy prevention, family planning, STD and HIV/AIDS prevention to ensure that

the federal government is not sending mixed or negative messages to teens. He also announced a
new public education campaign providing youth and thelr parents with the tools they need to make .

’ responsnbte choices.

mgowerlng Falth Based and Commumty Chantles to HM hose in Need

>

President Bush announced his intent to seek legislation to put into law the principle of equal treatment
for faith-based organizations in the Federal grants process and end discrimination against these

- charities. This legislation would ensure that more Americans in need would be able to get vital social

services from the country’s most effectlve charities, whether they are secular or faith-based
organizations. .

Many faith-based organizations that have been effective in serving thepodr have faced dtsdrirnination ;

- in their efforts to partner with the Federal government. The regulatory reforms instituted by President
- Bush in December, 2002 have remedied some of these problems, but without the permanence of
8 Federal statute, these reforms could be short-lived.

. Protecting Communities by Reducing Recidivism AmongReturning inmates

»

- Unfortunately, many of them will return to prison after committing another crime — causing additional

Some 600,000 prisoners who have cempleted_ their prison sentences will be released this yeer;

. costs to society. To reduce the number of these prisoners committing new crimes, President Bush

_proposed a plan to harness the resources and experience of faith-based and community orgamzatlons

in dealmg wnth the challenges of helpmg returning inmates contribute to society.

Through a collaboration with fatth-based and community organlzatlons and the Department of Labor
(DOL), the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and the Department of Justice
(DOJ), the initiative would address three key requirements for successful re-entry of those who have
paid their debt to society — mentoring, transitional housing, and basic job training and placement. The
- President FY 2005 budget will provide fundlng for the first year of this four-year $300 million initiative.
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New Initiatives in President Bush’s State of the Union Address
January 20, 2004 | |

‘ Jobs‘for the 21st Century

> America’s growrng economy is also a changing economy, and President Bush wants to make sure -
‘Americans gain the skills needed in our new economy. President Bush announced Jobs for the
' 21s Century — a series of measures to improve high school education and to strengthen post-
«secondary education and job training to better prepare workers for jobs in the new miIIenniUm o

> President Bush wants to help better prepare hlgh school students to enter higher educatron or the ,
~workforce - especially at a time when 80% of the fastest-growing jobs in the U.S. require some sort
of higher education after high school and many require math and science skills. And, he wants to- -
help current workers get the additional trarmng and skills they need to secure jObS in h|gh-growth
: mdustnes ‘

o President Bush’s plan will improve the quality of education at our Nation's middle and high

schools and better prepare students for success in higher education and the job market -
_ including $100 m|II|on to help struggling readers and $120 mllllon to improve math

learning. :
.The President's plan expands Advanced Placement programs in low-mcome schools and -
invites professionals with private sector math and science experience to teach part-time in
our high schools. As an incentive for students to take more demanding high school
courses, it would provide larger grants for college under the Pell Grant program.
The President’s Jobs for the 21st Century initiative would also expand support for
America's community colleges to help them train workers for the industries that are
creating the most new jobs. It includes a $250 million proposal to fund partnerships
between community colleges and high demand job sectors, based on successful pilot
‘programs launched by President Bush in 2002

| 'Making Health Care More Affordable

> Millions of Americans get health coverage through the workplace in part because, under current
law, an employer’s share of health insurance premiums is exempt from workers' federal income
and payroll taxes. But there are millions of Americans who work in firms that do not sponsor health
coverage, receiving no deduction for their health insurance premiums or medical expenses. -

‘As part of the Medicare prescription drug bill that President Bush signed into law last month,
workers will now be able to take advantage of Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) —tax-free savmgs ,
accounts that can be used to pay for medical expenses incurred by individuals, spouses, or
dependents. Contributions to HSAs by individuals are deductible, even if the taxpayer does not
itemize, and contributions by an employer are not included in the individual's taxable i income.

"vIn his State of the Union Address, President Bush proposed giving workers without em‘ployer- |
sponsored health coverage who open Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) tax benefi ts similar to
those who do. : ,

White House Office of Communic_ations



> The President's proposal would allow rndrvrduals who purchase hrgh deductrble insurance poIrcres
- -and open HSAs to deduct 100% of the cost of their insurance premiums. This new deduction of .
health insurance premiums, which will be available to taxpayers whether or not they itemize, will
reduce the net cost of health coverage by 10% or more for most taxpayers. HSAs will help these
same families pay their routine medical expenses and glve them a tax- preferred means of saving
- for future medical care. . :

VThe President also proposed to establish refundable tax credits of up to $1 000 for rndrvrduals and
~-$3,000 for families to help low-income workers buy health insurance coverage.- Refundable tax
* credits will make health insurance more affordable to millions of low-income Americans. And, the
President wants to enable small businesses to provide health coverage to more workers by '
bandrng together and negotiating lower i insurance rates through Association Health Plans

Helging Young Americans Make Healthy Declsrons -

>

Addressrng the National Challenge of Teen Substance Abuse: Accordrng to research done by the

~Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), approximately 1.4 million

American teenagers between the ages of 12 and 17 are in need of drug treatment. Data also show

‘that, if a child does not start using drugs in their teen years, he or she is much Iess likely to initiate or

develop a substance abuse problem later in Irfe

-"In his State of the Union address Presrdent George W. Bush annoUnced a-new initiative to help young

- Americans avoid being ensnared by addiction. His budget for FY 2005 will include $25 million for -
~ student dfug testing program grants, extending the benefits of earIy intervention programs that have

been proven in government, military, education, transportation, and private sector. workplaces. The:
President's anti-drug policies are working - just last month, a leading national survey found that
400,000 fewer drug users among 8%, 10t and 12" graders. This represents an- 11% decline i in drug

-~ use among these age groups, ahead of the Presrdent s two-year goal of 10%

Encouragrng Role Models to Set a Good Example- for Young Athletes: In hrs State of the Union -
“address, President George ' W. Bush called on'America’s major sports leagues to seriously address the-
use of both performance-enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by their athletes. The use of performance-
enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by elite athletes sets a dangerous example for the millions of young
Americans who look up to them, encouraging young people to take dangerous risks with their health
‘and safety Drug use also damages the credrbrlrty of Amerrcan athletrcs both domestrcally and abroad.

The Presrdent will ask these leagues to implement more stringent drug polrcres—rncludrng effectrve

~year-round random testing programs—to set a healthier and more positive example for America's ;
young people as well as protectrng the rntegrrty of therr sports and ensurrng the health and weII -beingof - -
‘ therr athletes _ - :

> Expandrng Support for Teen Abstinence Promotion: Each year, 3 million Amerrcan teenagers

contract sexually transmitted diseases. President Bush announced a new initiative to educate teens .

~and parents about the health risks associated with early sexual activity and to provide the. tools needed
1o help teens make responsible choices. The President's Fiscal Year 2005 budget would double the
_fundrng for abstinence education programs — from $135 mrIIron to $27O mrIIron Presrdent Bush also |

White House Office of Communications




‘ direoted the’ Department of Heaith and Human Servtces to develop scientifically-based standards for .

model abstinence education teachings, and he called for a review of all federal programming for youth' ,
addressing teen pregnancy prevention, family planning, STD and HIV/AIDS prevention to ensure that

 the federal government is not sending mixed or negative messages to teens. He also announced a
" new.public education campaign provndmg youth and thelr parents w1th the tools they need to make

responsible cholces .

Empowering Faith-Based and Community Charitiesto Help Those in Need

>

Presndent Bush announced htS mtent to seek Iegtslahon to putinto law the pr|n0|ple of equal treatment

~ for faith-based organizations in the Federal grants process and end discrimination against these -

- charities. This legislation would ensure that more Americans.in need would be able to get vital social
~ services from the country's most effective charities, whether they are secular or faith- based

. organizations.

Many faith-based organizations that have been effective in serving the poor have faced discrimination

_in their efforts to partner with the Federal government. The regulatory reforms instituted by President
~ Bush in' December, 2002 have remedied some of these problems, but without the permanence of

o Federal statute these reforms could be short-lived.

‘ Protect_g Communltles by Reduclng Recidivism Among Returmng Inmates

>

Some 600,000 pnsoners who have completed their pnson sentences will be released this year
Unfortunately, many of them will return to prison after committing another crime — causing additional

- costs to society. To reduce the number of these prisoners committing new crimes, President Bush

proposed a plan to harness the resources and experience of faith-based and communlty orgamzatlons

in deahng with the challenges of heIpmg returnlng inmates oontnbute to somety

' Through a coIIaboratton with faith-based and commumty orgamzattons and the Department of Labor

(DOL), the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and the Department of Justice

(DOJ), the initiative would address three key requirements for successful re-entry of those who have

paid their debt to society — mentoring, transitional housing, and basic job training and placement. The

President FY 2005 budget will provide funding for the first year of this four-yea_r,_$300 million initiative.

White Houise Office of Communications
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directed the Department of Health and Human Servrces to develop scientif cally-based standards for-

‘model abstinence education teachings, and he called for a review of all federal prograrming for youlh
“addressing teen pregnancy prevention, family planning, STD and HIV/AIDS prevention o ensure that -

- the federal government is not sending mixed or negative messages to teens. He also announced a

new public. education campargn providing youth and therr parents with the tools they need to make
responsrble chorces _

mgowerrng Faith- Based and Commumt\LCharrtres to He:p Those in Need o -

>

Presrdent Bush announced his infent to seek legrslatlon to put into law the prlncrple of equal treatment
for faith-based organizations in the Federal grants process and end discrimination against these
charities. This legislation would ensure that more Americans in need would be able ta get vital social
services from the country’s most effective chantles whether they are secular or falth-basecl

organrzalrons

Many faith-based organizations that have been effeetiVe in serving the poor have faced-dlscrlminatlon
in their efforis to partner with the Federal government. The regulatory reforms instituted by President
Bush in December, 2002 have remedied some of these problems, but wrthout the permanen

_ ceof ) 3
Federal statute, these reforms could be short-lived. o /) * 'kl

Protecting Commumtres by Reduc ing Recidivism Amon;q Returmng lnmates

5

-

Some 600,000 pnsoners who have completed thelr prison sentences will be released this year
Unfortunately, many of them will return to prison after committing another crime — causing additional
costs to society. To reduce the number of these prisoners committing new crimes, President Bush
proposed a plan to hamess the resources and experience of faith-based and communlty organlzatlons
in dealing with the challenges of helping refurning inmates contribute to society.

(DOL), the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and the Department of Justice
(DQJ), the initiative would address three key requirements for successful re-entry of those who have
paid their debt to society ~ mentoring, transitional housing, and basic job training and placement. The
President FY 2005 budget will provide funding for the first year of this four-year, $300 million initiative.

Through a collaboratron with farth based and community organizations and the Department of Labor %'

White House Office of Communi(zﬁons
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New Initiatives in President Bush’s State of the Unlon Address
January 20, 2004 |

In his State of the Union Address, President Bush called on our Nation to complete the work begun durlng ‘
the last three years and to face the future with confidence and strength. To address America’s most '
pressing needs, the President announced new initiatives to strengthen economic growth, further reform

.education and job training, address the rising cost of health care, and make America a more
compassmnate Nation. :

JObs for the 21st Century v

> Amenca S growrng economy is also a changlng economy, and PreS|dent Bush wants to help
' Americans gain the skills needed to prosper in-our new economy. President Bush announced Jobs
for the 215t Century — more than $500 million for a series of measures to better prepare currentand
~ future workers for jObS in the new mlllennlum : :

President Bush wants to help current workers get the training and skills they need to secure jobs in-
high-growth industries, He also wants to help better prepare high school students to enter higher.
education or the workforce. This initiative is especially important at a time when 80% of the
fastest-growmg jObS in the U S. require hlgher educatlon and many require math and science skills.

o The President’s Jobs for the 21st Century initiative would @x/pand support through
America’s community colleges to help them train workers for the industries that are
. creating the most new jobs. It includes a $250 million proposal to fund partnerships
.~ between community colleges and employers in high-demand job sectors, basedon -
* successful pilot programs launched by President Bush in 2001 and 2002.
President Bush's plan will improve the quality of education at our Nation's middle and hlgh
~schools and better prepare students for success in higher education and the JOb market - ‘
including $100 million to help striving readers and $120 million to improve math education.
- The President's plan expands Advanced Placement programs in low-income schools and
~_invites professionals with prlv@ctor math and science experience to teach part-time in-
~our high schools. As an incentivefor students to take more demanding high school-

courses, it would provide larger grants for college under the Pell Grant program

Makmg Health Care More Affordable |

“The rapidly rlsmg cost of health care is the main reason why mllllons of Amerlcans lack. health
«insurance today. To make insurance more affordable, the President proposed measures to
address rising health ¢ }are costs and help more Americans afford lnsurance -

- Tax-Free Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) As part of the Medlcare prescnptlon drug bill that
~ President Bush signed into law last month, workers will now be able to take advantage of HSAs -
fully portable, tax-free savings accounts that can be used to pay for medical expenses incurred by
individuals, spouses, or dependents Contributions to HSAs by individuals are deductible, even if
the taxpayer does not |temlze and contnbutlons by an employer are not lncluded in the individual's
 faxable i income. : =

) White House Office of Communications
1/20/2004 ‘ ‘ ‘




' Tax-free Insurance Premiums for HSAs: Presrdent Bush proposed allowrng mdrvrduals who set :

aside money tax free in new Health Savings Accounts to deduct from their taxes 100% of the cost
~of their health insurance premiums. This new deduction of health insurance premiums, which will

~be available to taxpayers whether or not they itemize; will make health coverage more affordable
‘ 'for millions of Americans who do not get coverage. through their workplace , :

The Presrdent also called on Congress to establrsh refundable tax credrts of up to $1 000 for T
’ |ndrvrduals and $3 000 for families to help low-rncome worke y health insurance coverage

" The President called for Congress to pass Associated Health Plans to enable small busrnesses to
~provide health coverage to more workers by allowrng them to band together and negotrate lower

e |nsurance rates.

' Presrdent Bush proposed to double the budget to $1OO mrllron for demonstratron prolects related to"
health information technology, whrch will save lrves and help:to reduce costs '

Doublmg OUr Efforts to Expand Democracv QJG D)

> The National Endowment for Democr aCl’as establrshed by Congress during the Reagan s

Administration to expand democracy througfiout the world. Governed by an independent, -
“nonpartisan board of directors, the NED makes hundreds of grants each year to support pro- C
~democracy groups in dozens of countries. The NED works in part through direct grants to NGOs'

and civil society groups fighting for democracy, human rights, religious tolerance, freedom of the

press, and free elections. Last year, the NED budget totaled $39.6 million. The President called
for doubling the NED budget allocatrng the addrtronal $40 million to programs in the Mrddle East.

: Helpmg Younq Amerlcans Make Healthy Demswns

>

Addressrng the National Challenge of Teen Substance Abuse Approxrmately 1 4 mrllron Amerlcan

teenagers between the ages of 12 and 17 are in need of drug treatment, according to research done by -
the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) Data also show that, ifa

. child does not start using drugs in his or her teen years he or she is much less lrkely to develop a
, substance abuse problem later. :

‘million increase—for student drug testing program grants, extending 1 the benefits of early. rntezryg

In his State of theUnion address, President Gesrge- Bush an_nounced' anernltiative to help young _ |

Americans avoid being ensnared by addiction. His budget for FY 2005 will include $25 million—a $23
programs that have been proven in government, military, education, transportation, and privajé-sector

found that 400,000 fewer drug users among 8th, -1

- workplaces.” The President's anti-drug policies aréﬁrkrng — just last month, a leading national survey

s in 'drug use’ among these age groups, ahead'bf th

1/20/2004 - -

nd 12t graders. This represents an 1% declrne 3
resrdentstwo -year goal of 10%. .

Encouragmg Role Models to Set a Good Example for Young Athletes: President Bush called on

. America’s major sports leagues and athletes to end the use of performance-enhancing drugs. Their -
- use by even a minority of elite athletes sets a dangerous example for the millions of young Amerrcans

encouraging young people to take dangerous risks with their health and safety

White House Office of Communications -
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% The President will ask these leagues and athletes tormplement stringent drug pollcres o set a healthier .

&

~and more positive example for America’s young people. These polrcres wrll also protect the mtegnty of

‘ therr sports and ensure the health and well -being of athletes

> Expandmg Support for Teen Abstrnence Promotion: Each year three mrllron Amerrcan teenagers '

contract sexually transmitted diseases, causing emotional harm and serious health consequences,

_even death. - President Bush announced a new initiative to educate teens and parents about the health :

risks associated with early sexual activity and provide the tools needed to-help teens makere,sponsrble :
choices.. The President's Fiscal Year 2005 budget would increase the funding for abstinence education

~programs to more than $270 million. President Bush also directed the Department of Health and -

Human Services to develop research-based standards for model abstinence education curricula; and
review of all Federal programming for youth addressing teen pregnancy prevention, -
family planning}STD and HIV/AIDS prevention to ensure that the. Federal government is sending the
right messages to teens. He also announced a public education campaign designed to help parents -
communicate with their-children about the health risks associated with early sexual activity..

Empowerinq' Faith-Based and Community Charities to Help Those in Need

S

Many faith-based organizations that have been effective in serving the poor have faced‘dlscrimination_ '

~intheir efforts to partner with the Federal government.  The regulatory reforms instituted by President

- Bush in December, 2002 have remedred many of these problems but should be: protected by statute.

President Bush announced his intent to seek Ieglslatron to put |nto law the prrncrple of equal treatment
for faith-based organizations in the Federal grants process and end discrimination against these =~

. charities. This legislation would ensure that more Americans in need would be able to get vital social

‘servrces from the country’s most effective charities, whether secular or faith-based organlzatlons

Protectmg Communities by Reducmg Recrdlwsm Amonq Returnrnq Inmates

5

Some 600, OOO prisoners-who have completed their prrson sentences will be released thrs year

“Unfortunately, many of them will return to prison after committing another crime — causing additional
.costs to themselves and society. - To reduce the number of these prisoners committing new. crimes,

- President Bush proposed a plan to hamess the resources and experience of faith-based and -

community organizations in deallng with the challenges of helprng returnrng inmates contnbute to

o society.

> Through a collaboration with faith-based and ‘community organizations and the Department of Labor

- (DOL); the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and the Department of Justice
~ (DOJ), the initiative would address three key requirements for successful re-entry of those who have

- paid their debt to society — mentoring, transitional housing, and basic job training and placement: The

1/20/2004

| ~ President's FY 2005 budget will provide funding for the first year of this four-year, $300 million initiative.

White House Office of Communications . .-
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New Imtratrves in Presrdent Bush S State of‘the Unron Address

January 20, 2004

- Jobs for the 218t Cantury

, Makrng Hoalth Care More Affordable

> America' s growing economy is also a changing economy, and President Bush wants to make sure

Americans gain the skills needed in our new economy. President Bush announced Jobs for the

- 214 Century a series of measures o improve high school education and to strengthen post-

: secondary education and job trarnrng to better prepare workers for jobs in the new mrllenmum

: Presrdent Bush wants to help better prepare high school students to enter higher education or the

workforce — especially at a time when 80% of the fastest-growing jObS in the U.S. require some sorth =

of higher education after high school and many require math and science skills. And, he wants to

- help current workers get the additional trarnrng and skills they need to secure ;obs in high-growth
» rndustnes v v Sl

o President Bush's plan will i rmprove the quamy of educatron at our Nation's middle and high

' schools and better prepare students for success in higher education and the job market -
including $100 million to help strugglrng readers and $120 million to rmprove math
leaming.

o The President's plan expands Advanced Placement programs in Iow-rncome schools and
invites professionals with private sector math and science experience o teach part-time in
our high schools. As an incentive for students 1o take more demanding high school

- coursas, it would provide larger grants for college under the Pell Grant program.

o The President's Jobs for the 21% Century initiative would also expand support fer—’“ Hr\ w
America's community colleges fo help them train workers for the industries that are”
creating the most new jobs. It inciudes a $250 million proposal to fund partnerships
between community colleges and high demand job sectors, based on successful pilot
programs launched by Presiden{ Bush rnéEO’Z/,. 200} W{

e V(oym W)

> Millions of Amencans get health coverage through the workplace in part because under current
. law, an employer's share of health insurance premiums is exempt from workers' federal i income
~-and payroll taxes. But there are millions of Americans who work in firms that do not sponsor health

As pan of the Medicare prescription drug bil that President Bush signed into law last month, -

I his State of the Unlon Address President Bush proposed grvrng workers without employer-
. sponsored health coverage who open Health Savrngs Accounts (HSAs) tax benef ts similar to
' those who do.

coverage, receiving no deducllon for their health msurance premrums or medrcal expenses.

workers will now ba able to take advantage of Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) - tax-free savings
accounts that can be used to pay for medical expenses incurred by individuals, spouses, or
dependents. Conlributions to HSAs by individuals are deductible, even if the taxpayer does. not
itemize, and santributions by an employer are not included in the individual's taxable income.

White House Office of Communications .
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> The: PreSIdents proposal would allow mdwnduals who purchase h1gh-deductxble insurance poltc:les v

and apen HSASs to deduct 100% of the cost of their insurance premiums. This new deduction of
“health insurance premiums, which will be available to taxpayers whether or not they itemize, will
~ reduce the net cost of health coverage by 10%: or more for most taxpayers. HSAs will help these
 same families pay their mutme medical expenses and give them a tax-preferred means of savmg :
- for future med:cal care. :

"The Pres:dent also propesed to establish refundable tax credlts of up to $1,000 for mdmduats and
© $3,000 for families to help low-income workers buy health insurance coverage. Refundable tax - -
credits will make health insurance more affordable to millions of low-income Americans. And, the
President wants 10 enable small businesses to provide health coverage to more workers by

7. banding together and negotiating lower insurance rales through Association Heaith Plans.

, Hglging Young Amedcans Make Health‘y Dacié.ions

Addrcssmg tho Natlonal Cha!lange of Teen Substance Abuse Accordmg to research done by the
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), approximately 1.4 million
American teenagers between the ages of 12 and 17 are in need of drug treatment, Data also show’
that, if a child does not start using drugs in their teen years, he or she is much less likely to mmale or.

~ develop a substance abuse problem laterin fife.

In- hlS State of the Union address President George W. Bush announced a new initiative to help young

Americans avoid being ensnared by addiction. His budget for FY 2005 will include $25 million for - -
student drug tesbng program grants, extending the benefits of early intervention programs that have

- been proven in govemment, military, education, transportation, and private sector warkplaces. The

President's anti-drug policies are warking - just last month, a leading national survey found that.
400,000 fewer drug users among 8%, 10% and 12 graders. This represents an 11% decline in dmg

use among lhesa age groups, ahead of the Presndent S two-year goal of 10%

Encoumgmg Rolo Modols fo Set a Good Example for Young Athletes: (n his State of the Union”
address, President George W. Bush called on America's major sports leagues to seriously address the
- use of both performance-enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by their athietes, The use of performance-
~ enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by elite athletes sets a dangerous example for the millions of young
Americans who look up to them, encouraging young people to take dangsrous risks with their heaith
: and safe!y Drug use also damages the credibility of Amencan athletics both domasncally and abroad.

The President wil ask these leagues to implement more stringent drug policies—including effective,
year-round-random festing programs—to set a healthier and more positive example for America’s

- young people as well as protecting the integrity of their sports and ensunng Ihe health and wen-bemg of
“their athletes. , L

- Expanding 'Support for Teen Abstinence Promotion; Each year, 3 million American teenagers |

contract sexually transmitted diseases. President Bush announced a new initiative to educate teens -

- -and parents about the health risks associated with early sexual activity and to provide the tools neéded -

f to help teens make responsible chaices. The President's Fiscal Year 2005 budget would deuble-the ™~ in ereas
funding for abstlnence education programs —from $135 million to 5270 million. Pre3|dent Bush also

‘ more"\&W\

White House Offica of Communications
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Empgwgrlng Faith-Based and Commun ty Chantles to Helg Those in Neod

rotectmg Commumtleg t_>1 Reducing Rocldwusm Among aturnilnmatos

directed the Department of Health and Human Senvices to develop smentlﬁcally-based standards for

‘fmodel abstinence education teachings, and he called for a review of all federal programming for youth
. addressing teen pregnancy prevention, family planning, STD and HIV/AIDS prevention to ensure that

the federal govemment is not sending mixed or negative messages to teens. He also announced a

- new public education campaign prowdmg youth and their parents with the tools lhey need to make

responsnble choices.

Presldent Bush announced his mtent to seek Ieglslallon to putinto law the pnncxple of equal treatmenl )
for faith-based organizations in the Federal grants process and end discrimination against these
charities. This legislation would ensure that more Americans in need would be abie lo get vital socaal
“services from the country's most effective chantles whether they are secular or falth-based '

- organizations, . ‘

Federal staiute, these refonns could be shon-hved

‘Some 600, 000 pnsoners who have completed their pnson sentences w1ll be released this year
- Unfortunately, many of them will retum to prison after commlmng another crime — causing additional
~costs to society. To reduce the number of these prisoners committing new crimes, President Bush

proposed a plan to hamess the resources and experience of faith-based and communlty orgamzatlons -

in dealmg with the challanges of helpmg returnmg inmates contribute to society.

Through a collaborat:on with faith-based and commumty orgamzanons and the Depanment of Labor
* (DOL), the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and the Depariment of Justice
- (DOJ), the initiative would address three key requirements for successful re-entry of those who have

P.B4/B4

|

: Many faith-based organizations that hava been effective in serving the poor have faced discrimination
in their efforts to partner with the Federal gavemnment. The regulatory reforms instituted by President
“Bush in December, 2002 have remedied some of these problems but without the. permanence of o

- paid their debt to society — mentoring, transitional housing, and basic job training and placement. The -

R President FY 2005 budget will provide funding for the first year of this four-year, $300 million initiative.” -

oo el
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New lnrtratrves in Presrdent Bush S State of the Umon Address a

January 20, 2004

In h|s State of the Unlon Address, President Bush called on‘our Natlon to complete the work begun durlng

. the last three years and to face the future with confidence and strength To address America’s most

pressing needs, the President announced new initiatives to strengthen economic growth, further reform
~education and job training, address the rising cost of health care, and make Amerlca a more .
: 'compassronate Nation. ' ‘ : . SR

Jobs for the 2st 'Centurv

>

S Americans gain the skills needed to prosper-in our new economy. President. Bush announced Jobs f |
-~ for the 21st Century — more than $500 million for a serres of measures to better | prepare current and =
- future workers for jobs in the new mlllennrum : G .

America’s growing economy is also a changrng economy, and Presrdent Bush wants to help

Presrdent Bush wants to help current workers get the trarnlng and Skl||S they need to secure jObS in

- high-growth industries. ‘He also wants to help better prepare-high school students to enter higher

. education or the workforce. This initiative is especially important at a time when 80% of the
fastest-growrng jObS in the US. requrre hlgher educatron and many requrre math and scrence Skl||S

- o The President's Jobs for the 21t Century |n|t|at|ve would amjex/pand support through

o o President Bush’s plan will improve the. quallty of education-at our Natlon s middle and. hlgh i
- “schools and better prepare students for success-in higher. educatron and the job market - -

“America’s community colleges to help them train workers for the industries that are” -
creating the most new jobs. Itincludes a $250 million proposal to fund partnerships
-~ between community colleges and employers in high-demand job sectors, based on
~successful pilot programs launched by President Bush in 2001 and 2002.

including $100 million to help stnvrng readers and $120 million to improve math education. -

invites professionals with privafe-sgctor math and science experience to teach part-time in -

-0 “The President's plan expands {e}anced Placement programs in low-income schools and -

~our high schools. As'an incentive for students to take more. demanding high schoal. -
courses, it would provrde Iarger grants for college under the Pell Grant program

Makrng Health Care More: Affordable

| >
>

The rapldly rising cost of health care is the marn reason why mllhons of Amerrcans lack healthv .
insurance today. To make insurance more affordable, the President proposed - measures to o
address nsmg health 1 care costs and help more: Amerrcans afford insurance. :

Tax-Free Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) As part of the Medlcare prescrlptlon drug bill that

~ . President Bush signed into law last month, workers will now be able to take advantage of HSAs - -
_fully portable, tax-free savings accounts that can be. used to pay for medical expenses incurred by

individuals, spouses, or dependents. “Contributions to HSAs by individuals are deductible, even if -
the taxpayer does not itemize, and contnbutlons by an employer are not mcluded in the mdrvrdual S

, taxable lncome

1/20/2004 "
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~ Tax-free Insurance Premiums for HSAs: srdent Bush propose allowmg mdrvrduals who set
aside money tagTree in ne ealth Sa‘vr v ccounts to deduct from their taxes 100% of the cos¢

_ of their health insUTance premams=Aie-aeitcaBRLction of health i insurance premiums, which will €
be available to taxpayers whether or not they itemize; will make health coverage more affordable o

E - for mlllrons of Americans who do not get coverage through their workplacel/ /

| The President also called on Congress to establish refundable tax credits of up to $1 ',000 for
, indivlduals and $3,000 for families to help Iow-,income WOFke y health insurance coverage.-

- The President called for Congress' to pass Associategf Health Plans to enable small busrnesses to .
~provide health coverage to more workers by allowrng them to band together and negotrate lower
~ insurance rates. : , L ‘

President Bush proposed to double the budget to $100 mllllon for demonstratlon prolects related to-
health information technology, which wrll save I|ves and help to reduce costs

"»Doubling OurfEfforts to Expand Democracy . QJG D_)

> The National Endowment for Democracyﬁas established by Congress durrng the Reag‘an o

- Administration to expand democracy througfiout the world. Governed by. an mdependent
~*"nonpartisan board of directors, the NED makes hundreds of grants each year to support pro- -

democracy groups in dozens of countries. The NED works in part through direct grants to NGOs

and civil society groups fighting for democracy, human rights, religious tolerance, freedom of the
. press, and free elections.  Last year, the NED budget totaled $39.6 million. The President called -

for doubling the NED budget allocatlng the addrtronal $40 million to programs in the Mrddle East.

: Helprng Young Americans Make Healthv Declsmns

Addressmg the Natronal Challenge of Teen Substance Abuse: Approxrmately 14 mrllron Amencan,‘

* teenagers between the ages of 12 and 17 are in need of drug treatment, according to research done by

o programs that have been proven in government, military, education, transportation, and priva

“found that 400,000 fewer drug users among 8%, 1

‘the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). Data also show that,ifa
- child does not start using drugs in his or her teen years he or she is much less ||kely to develop a
‘ substance abuse problem Iater o

- In his State of the Unlon address Presrdent Geerge’W‘ Bush announced‘a new |n|t|at|ve to heIp young ‘
- Americans avoid being ensnared by addiction. - His budget for FY 2005 will include $25 million—a $23 - -
~ million increase—for student drug testing program grants, extending the benefits of early mte@ '

ctor

- workplaces. The President's anti-drug policies areﬁrkmg — just last month, a leading national survey = - -

12002004

nd 12t graders. This represents an 1‘1% decllne S

in drug use among these age groups, ahead of th&"President’s two-year goal of 10% N

Encouragrng Role Models to Set a Good Example for Young Athletes: Presrdent Bush called on

America’s major sports leagues and athletes to end the use of performance- enhancrng drugs. Their .-

use by even a minority of elite athletes sets a dangerous example for the millions of young Amencans
‘ encouragrng young people to take dangerous risks with therr health and safety :

- White House Offi ce of Communrcatrons
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‘> .
- contract sexually transmitted diseases, causing emotional harm and serious health consequences,

The President will ask these leagues and athletes to implement stringent drug policies to set a healthier

and more positive example for America's young people. These policies will also protect the mtegrrty of

their sports and ensure the health and well-being of athletes
Expanding Support for Teen Abstinence Promotion: Each year, three million American teenagers

. even death. President Bush announced a new initiative to educate teens and parents about the health - |
risks associated with early sexual activity and provide the tools needed to help teens make responsible

- -choices. The President’s Fiscal Year 2005 budget would increase the funding for abstinence education

programs to more than $270 million. President Bush also directed the Department of Health and

- Human Services to develop research-based standards for model abstinence education curricula, and

review of all Federal programming for youth addressing teen pregnancy prevention,
tamily planning,)STD*and HIV/AIDS prevention to ensure that the Federal government is sending the
right messages to teens. He also announced a public education campaign designed to help parents -
communicate with their children about the health risks associated with early sexual activity.

Empowering Faith-Based and Community Charities to Help Those in Need .

>

Many faith-based organizations that have been effective in serving the poor have faced discrimination

in their efforts to partner with the Federal government. The regulatory reforms instituted by President
Bush:in December 2002 have remedied many of these problems, but should be protected by statute. -

-~ President Bush announced his intent to seek legrslatron to put into law the principle of equal treatment

for faith-based organizations in the Federal grants process and end discrimination against these ,
charities. This legislation would ensure that more Americans in need would be able to get vital social -

- services from the country’s most effective charities, whether secular or faith-based organizations.

Protecting Communities by Reducing Recidivism Am’ongLReturnmmmates‘

>

-Some 600,000 prisoners who have completed their prison sentences will be released this year.

- Unfortunately, many of them will return to prison after committing another crime - causing additional

costs to themselves and society. To reduce the number of these prisoners committing new crimes,
President Bush proposed a plan to harness the resources and experience of faith-based and

~community organizations in dealing with the challenges of helprng returning mmates contribute to

1/20/2004

.socrety

| ‘Through a collaboration with farth based and community organrzatrons and the Department of Labor
- (DOL), the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and the Department of Justice

(DQJ), the initiative would address three key requirements for successful re-entry of those who have |

paid their debt to society - mentoring, transitional housing, and basic job training The .,
President's FY 2005 budget will provrde funding for the first year of this four-yea million initia

White House Office of Communications L
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New Initiatives in Premdent Bush’s State of the Union Address
January 20, 2004 |

Jobs for the 21st Cantury

!
i
l !
! » America's growing economy is also a changmg ecanomy, and Premdem Bush wants to make sure )
-~ Americans gain the skills needed in our new economy. President Bush announced Jobs for the
: 21 Century - a series of measures to improve high school education and ta strengthen post- v
- .. secondary education and job training to better prepare warkers for jobs in the new millennium. !
> !
i
| |
i l
l

President Bush wants to help better prepare high school students to enter higher education or the

workfarce ~ especially at a time when 80% of the fastest-growing jobs in the U.S. require some sort

of higher education after high school and many require math and science skills. And, he wants to

heip current workers get the addmonar training and skills they need to secure jobs in high-growth
~industnes.

o President Bush's plan will improve the quality of education at our Nafien's middie and high
schoals and batter prepare students for success in higher education and the job market -
including $100 million to help struggling readers and $120 m|lhon toi lmprove math

- leaming.
j , o The President's plan expands Advanced Placement programs in low-mcome schools and
‘ , invites professionals with private sector math and science experience to teach part-time in
' ' our high schools. As an incentive for students lo take more demanding high school
- courses, it wauld provide larger grants for college under the Pell Grant program.
o The President's Jobs for the 21% Cantury initiative would alsa expand support!ef-ﬂ‘ Hhio uq(q /
. America's community colleges to help them train workers for the industries that are”
creating the most new jobs. It includes a $250 million proposal to fund partnerships
between community colleges and high demand job sectors, based an successful pllot
- - programs launched by Presiden{Bush in ‘520’2‘_/_,_ 2001 an d(

’ ' MakithoaIth Care More Aﬂorgable | - G\ ?{Oy@% WY

> Millions of Americans get health coverage through the workplace in part because, under current
law, an emplayer’s share of health insurance premiums is exempt from warkers' federal income
and payroll taxes. But there are millions of Americans who work in firms that do not spansor heaith-
coverage, receiving no deduction for their health insurance premiums or medical expenses.

workers will now be able to take adventage of Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) - tax-free savings
- accounts that can be used to pay for medical expenses incurred by individuals, spouses, or

) dependents. Conlributions to HSAs by individuals are deductible, even if the taxpayer does not

’ o iternize, ard tontributions by an employer are not included in the individual's taxable income.

> n his State of the Unlon Address, President Bush proposed giving workers without employer-
sponsored health coverage who open Haalth Savings Accounts (HSAS) tax benefits similar to

> As part of the Medicare prescription drug bill that President Bush signed into law last month, ‘ | I
“those who do. i

0 ' : : 9‘
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> The President's proposal would allow individuals whu purchase high-deductible insurance palicies -

and open HSASs to deduct 100% of the cost of their insurance premiums. This new deduction of

~ health insurance premiums, which will be available to taxpayers whether or not they itemizs, will
reduce the net cost of health coverage by 10% or more for most taxpayers. HSAs will help these
same families pay their rautine medical expenses and give them a tax-preferred means of saving
for future medicai cara. .

The President aigo proposed to establish refundable tax credits of up 16 $1,000 for individuals and
$3,000 for families to help fow-income workers buy health insurance coverage, Refundable tax
credits will make health insurance more affordable to millions of low-income Americans. And, the
President wants 1o enable small businesses 1o provide health coverage to more workers by
‘banding logether and negoliating lower insurance rates through Association Heafth Plans.

Helplng Young Amerlcans Make Healthy Decisions

>

Addressing the Naﬂonal Challenge of Tean Subsfance Abuse: According to resean:h done by the
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), approximately 1.4 million
Amefican teenagers between the ages of 12 and 17 are in need of drug treatment, Data alsa show

-~ that, if a child does not start using drugs in their teen years, he orsheis much less likely to inifiata or

deveiop a substanca abuse problem latar in Ilfe

' P.@B3

In hls State of the Union address President Gaorge W. Bush announced 3 new mmatwe to he|p young :

Americans avoid being ensnared by addiction. His budget for FY 2005 wilt inctude $25 million for

student drug testmg program grants, extending the benefits of garly intervention programs that have

been proven in govemment, military, education, transportation, and privats sector workplaces. The
Fresident's anti-drug policies are working - just last month, a leading national survey found that
400,000 fewer drug users among 8%, 10% and 12* graders. This represents an 11% decline in drug

‘Use among these age groups, ahead of the President's two-year goal of 10%.

EpEouraging Role Models to Set a Good Example for Young Athletes: In his State of the Union
address, President George W. Bush called on America's major sports leagues to seriously address the
use of both performance-enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by their athletes. The use of perfformance-

“enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by elite athletes sets a dangerous example for the millions of young
“Americans who look up to them, encouraging young people to take dangerous risks with their health
and salety. Drug use also damages the credibilfty of American athletics both domestically and abroad,

~ The President will ask these [eagues to implement more stringent drug policies-—in:luding efféctive;
- year-round random testing programs-—to sel a heaithier and more positive example for America’s
‘young people as wel) as protecting the mtegrlry of their sporm and ensuring the heaith and well-being of

their athletes

 Expanding Support for Teen Abstinence Promotion: Each year, 3 millon Amenican teenagers
- contract sexually transmitted diseases. President Bush announced a new initiative to educate teens

and parents about the health. risks associated with early sexual activity and to provide the tools needed

10 help teens make responsible choices. The President's Fiscal Year 2005 budget would double-theS—1n¢reas

fundnng for absﬂnence education programs - from $135 millian to $27O million. Pres|denr Bush aiw
' : ore tran
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directed the Deparlment of Health and Human Services to develop scientifically-based standards for

model abstinence education teachings, and he called for a review of all federal programming for youth

addressing feen pregnancy prevention, family planning, STD and HIV/AIDS prevention 1o ensure that ‘
- the federal government is not sending mixed or negalive messages lo teens. He also announced a

- new public education campaign providing youth and their parents WIth the tools they need to make
. respon3|ble choices. : ; . ,

| Empowering Faith-Basgd and Communlty Charities to Help Thoqe in Need i

>

President Bush announced his intent to seek legislation to‘pul.into law the principle of eqUaI} treatment

- for-faith-based organizations in the Federal grants process and end discrimination against these .
+ charilies. This legislation would ensure that more Americans in need would be able lo get vital social -

services from the country's most effective charities, whether they are secular ar falth-based

orgamzaﬂuns.

‘ Many fanth-based orgamza‘uons that have been effective in serving the poor have faced d|scnmmauon ‘

in their efforts to partner with the Federal government, The requlatory reforms inslituted by President -
Bush in December, 2002 have remedied some of these problems, but wnhoul the permanence of

‘Federa! statute, these reforms could be short-lwed

Protecting Commun ities 91 Boducmg Recudnwsm Amon g Returning lnmatos

»

Some 600 000 pnsoners who have completed their prison sentencas will be released this year.

, "Unfortunalety. many of them wili relumn to prison after committing another cnme - causing additianal
-~ costs to society, To reduce the number of these prisoners committing new crimes, President Bush
‘proposed a plan to hamess the resources and experience of faith-based and community orgamzauons ‘

in dealing wrth the challenges of helping retummg mmates contnbute fo soclely

Through 3 collaboration with fa»:h based and commumty orgamzatlons and the Depanment of Labor

(DOL), the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and the Departiment of Juslice
(DQJ), the initiative would address three key requirements for successful re-entry of those who have |

- paid their debt to society ~ mentoring, transitional housing, and basic job training and placement. The
Presiden! FY 2005 budget will prowde funding for the first year of this four- year 5300 million initiative,

" Whita House Office of Comtmunicatona
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faxlng you comments on WH Stafﬁng request: New Imhatlves in President Bush's SOTU address &

From: Brian R. }Besanc“eneyNVHO/EOP@Exchangé on 01/2‘0/2004 03:06:57 PM
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Record Type Record
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' President Bush's SOTU address.
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e P s, NSC pr0poses to add the following to the document - does this pass OMB muster?

oubllng Qur Efforts to Exgand Demacracy: The National Endowment for Demoacracy was estabhshed by
~ Congress during the Reagan Administration to expand democracy throughout the world. Governed by an
- independent, nonpartisan board of directors, the NED makes hundreds of grants each year to support
pro-democracy groups in dozens of countries. The NED works in part through direct grants to NGOs and
- civil society groups fighting for democracy, human rights, religious tolerance, freedom of the press, and
- free elections, and in part, through its four core institutes: the American Center for Intemational Labor
~ Solidarity <http://www.solidaritycenter.org> (ACILS), the Center for International Private Enterprise <
- http:/fwww.cipe.org> (CIPE), the International Republican Institute <http://www.iri.org> (IRl), and the -
“National- Democralic Institute for International Affairs <http://www.ndi.org> (NDI). Last year, the NED
budget totaled $39.6 million. The President now calls for doublin
additional $40 million to programs in the Greater Middle East

—---Qriginal Message----- '

From: Dooley, Karen S.

Sant: . Tuesday, January 20, 2004 2: 59 PM

To: = - Besanceney, Brian.R.

Cet © . - Walker, Richard W, .
: Subjec‘:t: : OMB (Jim Capretta's office) is faxing you comments on WH Staffing request: New Imt|atlves in Pre5|dent Bush's

- S0TU address,

cc: Staff Secretary
Rich Walker

. “Thanks
. Karen x 59132
- -Jim Capretta's office
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‘New Initiatives in Presndent Bush’s State of the Umon Address
January 20 2004 '

Jobs for the 21st Century

> America's growing economy is aiso a changmg economy, and Pre5|dent Bush wants to make sure
_-Americans gain the skills needed in our new economy. President Bush announced Jobs for the
218t Century - & series of measures to improve high school education and to strengthen post-
secondary education and job training to better prepare workers for jobs in the new millennium.

> President Bush wants to help better prepare high school students to enter higher educatnon or the
workforce — especially at a time when 80% of the fastest-growing jobs in the U.S. require some sort
of higher education after high school and many require math and science skills. ﬁ-d( he wants to

help current workers get the additiofal tralmng and skills they need to secure jobs irfhigh-growth
industries.

o President Bush's plan will improve the quality of education at our Nation’s middle and high
schools and better prepare students for success in higher education and the job market -
including $100 million to help struggling readers and $120 million to improve math '

- learning.
The President's plan expands Advanced Placement programs in Iow-lncome schools and
Invites professionals with private sector math and science experience to teach part-time in
our high schools. As an incentive for students to take more demanding high schoot
courses, it would provide larger grants for callege under the Pell Grant program.
The President's Jobs for the 21t Century initiative would also expand support for
America’'s community colleges to help them train workers for the industries that are
creating the most new jobs. ' It includes-a-$250 million proposal to fund partnerships .
between community colleges andand job sectors, based on successful pllot
programs launched by President B 2002. :

Making Health Care More Affordable

> Millions of Americans get health coverage through the workplace in part because, under current:
law, an employer's share of health insurance premiums is exempt from workers' federal income
and payroll taxes. But there are millions of Americans who work in firms that do not sponsor health
coverage, receiving no deduction for thexr health insurance premnums or medical expenses

> As part of the Medicare prescription drug bill that President Bush signed into law last month,
workers will now be able o take advantage of Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) — tax-free savings
accounts that can be used to pay for medical expenses incurred by individuals, spouses, or
dependents. Contributions to HSAs by individuals are deductible, even if the taxpayer does not -
itenize, and contributions by an employer are not included in the individual's taxable income. -

In his State of the Union Address, President Bush proposed giving workers without employer-

sponsored health coverage who open Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) tax beneﬁts similar to
those who do.

Whita Houge Offica of Communications
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> The President's propasal would allow individuals who purchase high-deductible insurance policies
and open HSAs to deduct 100% of the cost of their insurance premiums. This new deduction of
heaith insurance premiums, which will be available to taxpayers whether or not they itemize, will
reduce the net cost of health coverage by 10% or more for most taxpayers. HSAs will help these
same families pay their routine medical expenses and guve them a tax-preferred means of savmg ,
‘ for future medical care.

The President also proposed to establish refundable tax credits of up to $1, 000 for mdmduals and
$3,000 for families to help low-income workers buy heaith insurance coverage. Refundable tax
credits will make health insurance more affordable to millions of low-income Americans. And, the
* President wants to enable small businesses to provide health coverage to more workers by -
_banding together and negotiating lower insurance rates through Association Health Plans.

" Helping Youn Arnarlcans Maka Health Declsmns

> Addressing the National Challenge of Teen Substance Abuse Accordlng to research done by the.
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), approximately 1.4 million
American teenagers between the ages of 12 and 17 are in need of drug treatment. Data also show -

that, if a child does not start using drugs in een years he or she is much less llkely to initiate or
deglop a substance abuse problem later .m&_ S SR
> In his State of the Union address, President George W. Bush announced anew |mt|at|ve to help youngﬂ
* Americans avoid being ensnared by addiction. His budget for FY 2005 will include $25 million for
student drug testing program grants, extending the benefits of early intervention programs that have
been proven in govemment, military, education, transportation, and private sector workplaces. The
President's anti-drug policies are working — just last month, a leading national survey found that

- 400,000 fewer drug users among 8%, 10™ and 12* graders. This represents an 11% decline in drug
- use among these age groups, ahead of the President's two-year goal of 10%.

> Encouragmg Role Models to Set a Good Example for Young Athlefes: n his State of the Umon :
address, President George W. Bush called on America’s major sports leagues to seriously address the -
.use of both performance-enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by their athletes. The use of performance-
enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by elite athletes sets a dangerous example for the millions of young
Americans who look up to them, encouraging young people to take dangerous risks with their health
and safety Drug use also damages the credubmty of American athletics both domeshcally and abroad

> The President wil ask these leagues to lmplement more stnngent drug pohmes—mcludmg eﬁectlve
year-round random testing programs—to set a healthier and more positive example for America’s -

young people as well as protecting the integrity of their sports and en3unng the health and well- bemg of -
their athletes. =~ o v . ‘ n

> -Expanding Support for Teen Abstinence Promotion: Each year, 3 million American teenagers
contract sexually fransmitted diseases. President Bush announced a new initiative to educate teens
and parents about the health risks associated with early sexual activity and to provide the tools needed -
10 help teens make responsible choices. The President's Fiscal Year 2005 budget would double the -
- funding for abstinence education programs — from $135 million to $270 million. President Bush also

White House Office of Commurications
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durected the Department of Health and Human Services to develop scientifically-based standards for

model abstinence education teachings, and he called for a review of all federal programming for youth -

addressing teen pregnancy prevention, family planning, STD and HIV/AIDS prevention to ensure that
. the federal government is not sending mixed or negative messages to teens. He also announced a

'~ new public education campaign providing youth and their parents with the tools they need to make
responsrbte chorces

N

k mgowermg Falth-Based and Commumtv Charrtres to I-Ielp Those in Need

- Presrdent Bush announced his mtent to seek legrstatlon to put into law the pnncrple of equal treatment
- for faith-based organizations in the Federal grants process and end discrimination against these
. charities. This legistation would ensure that more Americans in need would be able to get vital social -
services from the country’s most effectlve charities, whether they are secular or farth based
orgamzatlons

Many faith-based organizations that have been effective in serving‘ the poor have faced discrimination
in their efforts to partner with the Federal govemment, The regulatory reforms instituted by President -
Bush in December, 2002 have remedied some of these problems, but without the pennanence of
Federat statute, these reforms could be short-lrved :

o Protecting Commumtlesb Reducln Recidivism Amon Returning Inmates

-» Some 600,000 prisoners who have 'completed their prison sentences wifl be released this year.

- Unfortunately, many of them will retum to prison after committing another crime —causing additional
costs to society.  To reduce the number of these prisoners committing new crimes, President Bush
proposed a plan to hamess the resources and experience of faith-based and community organlzatrons

in deallng with the challenges of helping retuming inmates contnbute to society. :

- Through a co!laboratron with farth-based and community orgamzatlons and the Department of Labor
(DOL), the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and the Department of Justice
(DOJ), the initiative would address three key requirements for successful re-entry of those who have
paid their debt to society — mentoring, transitional housing, and basic job training and placement. The .
Presrdent FY 2005 budget will provide fundrng for the first year of this four-year $300 mllllon mrtratwe

White House Office of Communications
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New Inrtratrves in President Bush S State of the: Unron Address
January 20, 2004

~ Jobs forthe 21st Century

> Amenca s growing economy is also a changmg economy, and Presudent Bush wants to make sure
- Americans gain the skills needed in our new economy. President Bush announced Jobs for the
- 215t Century - a series of measures to improve high school education and to strengthen post-.

secondary education and job trarnrng to better prepare workers for jobs in the new mlllennlum

. Presrdent Bush wants to help better prepare high school students to enter hlgher educatlon orthe -
.. workforce — especially at a time when 80% of the fastest-growing jobs in the U.S. require some sort
" of higher education after high school and many require math and science skills. -And, he wants to
~ help current workers get the additional tramrng and skills they need to secure jObS in hrgh growth
mdustnes .

o President Bush's plan will improve the quality of education at our Nation’s middle and high -
~ schools and better prepare students for success in higher education and the job market—-
including §100 million to heIp struggllng readers and $120 million to'i lmprove ‘math
“learning.
The President's plan expands Advanced Placement programs in low-rncome schools and. -
invites professionals with private sector math and science experience to teach part-time in
our high schools. As an incentive for students to take more demanding high school
courses, it would provide larger grants for college under the Pell Grant program. _
The President's Jobs for the 215t Century initiative would also expand supportfor .
- America’s community colleges to help them train workers for the industries that are
creating the most new jobs. It includes a $250 million proposal to fund partnerships
between community colleges and high demand job sectors, based on successful pilot
~ programs Iaunched by President Bush in 2002 SR :

Makrng Health Care More Affordable :

> Millions of Amencans get health coverage through the workplace in part because under current
- law, an employer's share of health insurance premiums is exempt from workers' federal income
- and payroll taxes. But there are millions of Americans who work in firms that do not sponsor health
- coverage recelvrng no deduction for therr health insurance premiums or medlcal expenses ,

. As part of the Medrcare,prescnptron drug bill that President Bush signed into law last month, ‘

~workers will now be able to take advantage of Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) - tax-free savings'
accounts that can be used to pay for medical expenses incurred by individuals, spouses, or
dependents. Contributions to HSAs by individuals are deductible, even if the taxpayer does not
itemize; and contributions by an employer are not included in the individual's taxable income. .

- ~In his State of the Union Address, President Bush proposed giving workers without émpbyér' |

“sponsored health coverage who open Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) tax beneﬂts srmrlar to
- those who do. , _ .
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> The President's proposal would allow rndlvrduats who purchase hlgh-deductrble insurance pohcres
+and open HSAs to deduct 100% of the cost of their insurance premiums. -This new deduction of
~ health insurance premiums, which will be available to taxpayers whether or not they itemize, will
- reduce the net cost of health coverage by 10% or more for most taxpayers. HSAs will help these'
~ same families pay their routine medical expenses and give them a tax-preferred means of savmg
for future medlcal care. - . , .

The Presrdent also proposed to establish refundabte tax credrts of up to $1 000 for mdrvrduals and
- $3,000 for families to help low-income workers buy heaith insurance coverage. Refundable tax
credits will make health insurance more affordable to millions of Iow -income Americans. And, the
President wants to enable small businesses to provide health coverage to. more workers by -
; ybandlng together and negotiating lower insurance rates through Assocratron Health Plans..

' Help ing Young Americans Make Heaithy Decrsrons '

:Addr.ess'ing the National Challenge of Teen Substance AbUse:, According to research done by the -
- Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), approximately 1.4 million

American teenagers between the ages of 12 and 17 are in need of drug treatment. Data also show
that, if a child does not start using drugs in their teen years, he or she is much less Ilkely to mrtrate or

: develop a substance abuse problem later i in I|fe .

In his State of the Union address President George W. Bush announced a new initiative to help young - -
. Americans avoid being ensnared by addiction. His budget for FY- 2005 will include $25 million for

- student drug testing program grants, extending the benefits of early intervention programs that have

been proven in government, military, education, transportation, and private sector workplaces. The

President's anti-drug policies are working — just last month, a leading national survey found that -
400,000 fewer drug users among 8%, 10t and 12t graders. This represents an 11% decline in drug

}use among these age groups, ahead of the Presrdent s two-year goal of 10%.

Encouragrng Role Models to Set a Good Example for Young Athletes: In hrs State of the Union

. address, President George W. Bush called on America’s major sports leagues to seriously address the B

use of both performance-enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by their athletes. The use of performance-

: enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by elite athletes sets a dangerous example for the millions of young

Americans who look.up to them, encouraging young people to take dangerous risks with their health

- , andfsafety Drug use also damages the credibility of American athletics both domestically and abroad. =

- The President will ask these Ieagues to |mpIement more stnngent drug pollcres—mcludlng effective,

- year-round random testing programs—to set a healthier and more positive example for America's

- young people as well as protectlng the mtegrlty of therr sports and ensuring the heatth and well-being of -
their athietes. . . R

> - Expanding Support for Teen Abstinence Promotion: Each year, 3 million American teenagers
- contract sexually transmitted diseases. President Bush announced a new initiative to educate teens L
~ and parents about the health risks associated with early sexual activity and to provide the tools needed
to help teens make responsible choices. The President’s Fiscal Year 2005 budget would double the. -
funding for abstinence education programs — from $135 million to $270 million. President Bush also
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.

. directed the Department of Health and Human Ser\'ilces to develop scientifically- based sta'ndards for
_mode! abstinence education teachings, and he called for a review of all federal programming for youth -
-addressing teen pregnancy prevention, family pianning, STD and HIV/AIDS prevention to ensure that

the federal government is not sending mixed or negative messages to teens. He also announced a.

~new public education campaign provrdlng youth and their parents with the tools they need to make

responsible choices.

,E’_mpowerinLFaith-Based and Community ‘Ch'ar,ities to Help Those in-Need

President Bush announced his intent to seek legislation to put into law the principle of equal treatment o
for faith-based organizations in the Federal grants process and end discrimination against these '

- _charities. This legislation would ensure that more Americans in need would be able to get vital social

services from the country's most effectlve charities, whether they are secular or farth based
;'organrzatlons ,

Many faith-based organizatiens that have been effective in serving the poor have faced disc_rimination; '

~'in their efforts to partner with the Federal government The regulatory reforms instituted by President -
‘Bush in December, 2002 have remedied some of these problems, but wrthout the permanence of

- Federal statute, these reforms could be short-llved

Protectrng Communrtres by Reducrng Recrdrvrsm Among Returmng Inmates

>
~ Unfortunately, many of them will return to prison.after committing another erime — causing additional .
- costs to society. To reduce the number of these prisoners committing new crimes, President Bush -
-proposed a plan to hamess the resources and experience of faith-based and community orgamzatrons

Some 600,000 prisoners who have completed their prison sentences will be released this ye‘ar."' '

~in deallng with the challenges of helprng returning mmates contnbute to socrety

_ Through a collaboratlon with faith- based and community organlzatlons and the Department of Labor |
(DOL), the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and the Department of Justice

(DOJ), the initiative would address three key requirements for successful re-entry of those who have ’
paid their debt to society — mentoring, transitional housing, and basic job training and placement. The :

© President FY 2005 budget will provide funding for the first year of this four-year, $300 million initiative.
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