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· .·•. ·• N;ew Initiatives in President Bush's State. of the.Union Address. 
January 20, ?004 

Jobs for the 21st Century 

~ . America's growing economy is also a chang'ing economy, and President Bush wants to make sure·. 
Americans gain the skills needed in our new economy. President Bush announced Jobs for the 
·21st Century- a series of measures to improve high school education and to strengthen post· · · 
seconda.ry education andjob training to better prepare workers for jobs in the new millennium. ..: 

. ~ President Bush wants to hetp better prepare high school students to enter higher education or the 
. workforce :- especially at a time when 80% ofthe fastest-grpwing ·jobs in. the U.S; require s~me sort . 
··of higher education after high school and many require math and science skills. And, he· wants to . 

help current workers get the additional training and skills they need to secure jobs in high-growth . 
industries. · · · 

.o President Bush's plan will improve the quality of education at our N·ation'.s middle and high 
schools and better prepare students for success in higher education and the job mar~et -
including $100 million to help struggling readers and $120 million to improve math · 
learning; . · . . . ·. · . 

o The President's plan expands Advanced Placement programs in low-income schools and 
invites professionals with private sector math and science experience to teach.part~time in . · · 
01,ir high.schools. As an incentive for students to take more demanding high school· · 
courses, it would provide larger grants for college under the· Pell Grant program: · 

o The President's Jobs for the 21st Century initiative w0t1ld also expand support for : .. ·. 
America's community colleges to help them train workers for the industries that are .. · 

· creating the most new jobs. It includes a $250 million proposal to fund partnerships 
betWeen community colleges and high. demand job sectors, based on successful pi.lot 
programs launched by President Bush in 2004. · · · · · 

. . . . ... ,. ' .· ·. ·. . 

Making Health Care More Affordable · 

~· .. Millions ofAmericans get health coverage through t~eworkplace in part.because, under current:,.···· 
· law, an employer's share of health insurance premiums is exempt from workers' federal income 
·.·and payroll taxes. But there are millions of Americans who work in firms that do not sponsor health 

coverage, receiving no deduction for their health insurance premiums or medical expenses. · 

~ . As part of the. Medicare prescription drug bill that President Bush signed into law lasfmpnth, .. . . 
workers will now be able to take advantage of Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) - tax-tree savings · 
accounts that can be used to pay for medi.cal expenses incurred by individuals, spouses, or. . .. · 
dependents. Contributions.to HSAs by individuals are deductible, even if the .faxpayer does not . 
itemize, and contributions by·an employ~r are not included in theindiv.idual's taxable income .. · 

·~ ·In his State oftheUnion Address, President Bush proposed giving workers without employer-:. · 
·· , sponsored health coverage who open Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) tax benefits similar to 

those who do. · · · · 

White House Office.of Communications. 
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~ The President's proposal would allow individuals who purchase high-deductible insurance policies 
and open HSAs to deduet 100% ofthe cost of their insurance premiums. This new deduction of 
.health insurance premiums, which will be available to taxpayers whether or notthey itemize, will 
reduce the net cost of health coverage by JO% or rnore for most taxpayers. HSAs will help these 
s~me families pay their routine medical expenses and give them a tax-preferred means of saving · 
for future medical tare: · · · / 

) 

» The President also proposed to establish refundable tax credits of up to $1,000 for individuals and 
$3,000 for families to help low-income workers buy health insurance coverage. Refundable tax 
credits will make health insurance more affordable to millions of low-income Americans. And •. the 
President wants to enable small businesses to provide health coverage to mor~ workers by 
banding together and negotiating lower insurance rates thrdugh Association Health Plans. · 

r ·: • 

· Helping Young Americans Make Healthy Decisions 

~ Addressing the National Chailenge of Teen Substance Abuse:. According to resear~h done by the . 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), approximately 104 million 
American teenagers between the ages of 12 and 17 are in need of drug treatment. Data also .show 
that, if a child does not start using drugs in their teen years, he or she is much less likely to initiate or . 
develop a substance abuse problem.later in.life. · · 

·~. lh his State of the Union address, President George W .. Bush announced a new initiative to help young 
Americans avoid. being ensnared by addiction .. ·• His budget for FY 2005 will include $25 million for 
studentdrug testing program grants, extending the-benefits of early intervention programs that have 

· been proven in government, military, education, transportation, and private seCtor workplaces. The 
President's anti-drug policies are working - just last month, a leading national surveyfound that 
400,000 fewer drug users among 81h, 1 Qth and 12th graders. This represents an 11 %decline in drug 
use among these age groups, ahead ()f the President's two-year goal of 10%. · · · 

. . ·. . . . . . . : , 

· ~· Encouraging Role Models to Set a Good Example for Young Athletes: In his State.of.the Union 
address, President George W. Bush called on America's major sports leagues to seriously address the · 
use of both performance-enhancing drugs and. illicit drngs by their athletes. The use of performance­
enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by elite ?thletes sets a dangerous example for the millions of young 
Americans who look up to them, encouraging young people to' take dangerous risks with their health 

· ang safety. Drug use also damages the credibility of American athletics bo~h domesUcally and· abroad. 
·. . . . ~ . 

~ The President will ask these leagues to implement more stringent drug policies.....-including effective, 
year~round random testing programs-to set a healthier and more positive example for America's 
young people as well as protecting the integrity of their sports and ensuring the health and well-being of 
.their athletes: 

. . .. . . . . . 

~ ·.'Expanding Support for Teen Abstinence Promotion: Each year, 3 million American.teenagers . 
contract sexually transmitted diseases. President Bush announced a new initia.tive to educl:)te teens · · 
. and parents about the he.alth risks associated with early sexual activity and to provide the tools needed 
to help teens make responsible choices. The President's Fiscal Year 2005 budget would double the 
funding for abstinence education programs -:-from $135 million to $270 million. ·President Bush also .J 
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directed the Department of Health and H_uman Servicestq develop scientifically~based standards. for . 
model abstinence education teachings, and he called for a review ofalUederal programming for yo'uth ~· 
addressing teen pregnancy prevention, family planning, STD and HIV/AIDS prevention to ensure that . · 
the federal government is not sending mixed or negative messages to teens. He also announced a 

. · new public education campaign providing youth and their parents with the tools they need to·make 
' ·.· responsible choices: ' ' ' ' 

EmpoweringFaith~Based and Community Charities to Help Those in Need 
. . 

~ President Bush announced his intent to seek legislation to put-into law the principle of equal treatment. 
for faith~based organizations in. the Federal grants process and end discrimination against these . 
charities. This legislation would ensure that more Americans in need would be able to get vital social ·· 

_. services from the couhtry'S, most effective· charities, whether they are secular.or faith-based 
organizations. · 

. . . . 

;.._ Many faith-based organizations that have been effective in serving the poor have faced discrimination -.. 
in_ their efforts to partner with the Federal government. The regulatory reforms instituted by President · · 
Bush in December, 2002 have remedied some ofthese problems, but without the permanence of 

•· ·· . feqeral statute, these reforms could be short'..lived. · · 

· .. ··• Protecting Communities by Reducing Recidivism.Among Returning lnrnates · 
. . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . 

• .. ;.. Some 600,000 prisoners who have completed their prison sentences will be released this yeat · 
... Unfortunately; many ofthem will return to prison after committing another crime - causing additional 

costs to society. To reduce the number of these prisoners committing new crimes, President Sush 
proposed a planto harness the resources and experience of faith-based and community organizations 

· .. in dealing with the challenges ofhelping returning inmates contribute to society. · · 

.~ · Through a collaboratio~ with faith-bas~d and community'organizatioris and the Department of Labor 
· . --.· (DOL), the Department of Housing and Urb~n Development (HUD), and the Department of Justice 

(DOJ), the initiative would address three key requirements fo( successful re-entry of those who have 
paid their debt to society - mentoring, transitional housing, (!nd basic job training and placement. The · _ 
President FY 2005 budget will prqvide funding for the first year of this four-year, '$300 million initiative. · __ • 

/ 
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New Initiatives in President Bush's State of the Union Address 
January 20, 2004 .· 

Jobs for the 21st Century 

~ America's growing economy is also a changing economy, and President Bush wants to make sure 
Americans gain the skills needed in our new economy. President Bush announced Jobs for the 
21st Century- a series of measures to improve highschool. education and to strengthen post- · 
secondary education and job training to better prepare ~orkers forjobs in the new.millennium. 

~ President Bush wants to. help better prepare high school students to enterhigher education or the 
workforce -especially at atime when 80% of the fastest-growing jobs in the U.S:require some sort . · 
of higher education after high school and many require math and science skills. And, hewants to · 
help current workers getthe·additional training and skills they need·to secure jobs in high-growth 
indu~ries. ·· · 

o · President Bush's plan will)mprove the quality of education at OlffNatidn's middle and high 
schools and better prepare students for success in higher education and the job market""' 
includihg $100 million to help struggling readers and $120 million to improve math · 
learning. . . · . 

. o ThePresident's plan expands Advanced.Placement programs inJow-income schools and 
invites professionals withprivate sector math·and science experience to teach part-time in . 
our high schools. As an incentive for students to take more demanding high school 
courses, it would provide larger grants for college under the Pell Grant program'. . 

o The President's Jobs for the 21st Century initiativ~ would also expandsupport for 
America's community colleges to help them train workers for the industries that are 

·creating the most new jobs .. It. includes. a $250 · m.illion proposal to fund partnerships 
.· between community colleges and high demand.job sectors, based on successful pilot 

programs launched by President Bush in2002. · 

· Making Health Care More Affordable 

·. ~ Millions of Americans get health coverage thro'ugh the workplace in part because, under current 
law, an employer's share of health insurance premiums is exempt from workers' federaLincome 
and payroll taxes. But there are millions of Americans who work in firms that do not sponsor health 
coverage, receiving no deduction for their health insurance premiums or medical expenses. · 

. . 

~·. Asp~rt of the Medicare prescription dru~bill that President Bush signed into law last month, 
workers will now be able to take advantage of Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) .... tax-free savings 

. accounts that can be used to pay for medical expenses incurred by individuals, spouses,. or . 
dependents. Contributions to HSAs by individuals are deductible; even ifthe taxpayerdoes not 
itemize,. and contributions by an employ~r are not included inthe indiyidual's taxable income. 

~·. In his State of the Union Address, President Bush proposed giving workers without employer~ 
·sponsored health coverage whoopen Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) tax benefits similar to 
those who do. · 

White House Office.of Communications 
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# ... 

. · ... ·. ··. ······~ ·The. President's proposal would allow individuals who •purchase high-deductible insura'nce .. polici~s: : .· 
.: . '. and open HSAs to deduct 100% of the cost Of their-insurance premiums. This new deduction of .... 

· ·. health insurance premium_s, which will be available to taxpayers whetheror not they iternl~e; will 
.·.reduce the net cost of.health coverage·by 10% or more for most taxpayers~ HSAs wjlf 'help the$e 
.. ··same families. pay their routine medical expenses and give them a tax-preferred means of saving .. 

··. .. for future medical care. · · · · · · . 

~ . The president also propo~ed to establish refundable tax credits of up to $1 ;000 for in.dividuals and _ ....... . 
. $3,000 for families to help low-income workers buy health i~surance coverage. Refundable tax : ·. 
credits will make health insurance more affordable to millions of low;.income Amer.icans: . And/the < · ·· · 

. ) . .· . . . . ·. . .·.. ' .· .·· .. 
Presidentwants to enable small bu~inessesoto provide h.ealth coverage to more workers by · · ·· · 
banding together and negotiating lower insurance rates through Association Health Plans. · 

-.. ;·: 

H·elging Young Americans Make ·Healthy Decisions · 
, . ... ~ . .. . 

. )». Addressing the National Challenge\of Teen Substance Abuse: According to research done by the· , .. · . . . 
. . ·. $ubstanceAbuse and Mental Health Sel'Vices Administration: (SAMHSA), approximately 1.4 million 
. . American teenagers betw~n the ages of 12 anq 17 are in need of d rugtrea~nient Data. also. show · · 

th.at, if a .child· does not start using drugs. in their teen years, he or she is. much:less likelyJo~initlate or .. ' 
· develop a substance abuse problem later in life;~ · · · · . · 

. .... ·. ,.' ,' ... 

. : . ~· >. : • ~ •• , •• , 

·. ).'. Encouraging Role Modiis to Set a Good Example for· Young Athl,tes:. In: his State bf the Union · · 
address, President George w. Bush called on America's major sports leagues to: seriously address the •.. 

· • .. use. of both performance-enhancing drugs and illicitdrugs by their athletes.·· The Use of performance- · 
" · .. · enhanqing drugs and illicit drugs by elite athletes set~ a dangerous example for th~ millions of young· 

'::,· .. 

'._· .. ,· 

. ·_.·: . . · 

· Americans who look up to them, encouraging young.people to take dangeroµs risks wfth their heal.th .. 
· ... ·. and safety. Drug use also.damages the::credibility ofAmericanathletics both domestically and abroad. · . 

.. ;· 

···· . ·}oi>·. Tt1ePresidenfwiH·asktheseleagues to implement more striagentdrlJg policies-cinbiuding effective, · 
.. year-round random-testing programs-to set a healthier and. more positive. example for Am.eoca's .~· •. . 
· . young people as wen as protecting the integrity ottheir sports and ensuring the healt.h ··and well-being of · .. · .. · 

· · . · .. · ·: their athletes. < ·· · · ·· · · 
· .. ·" 

. ·~ ."· 

•. ;1> · &,panding Support for Teen Abstinence Promotion: Each year,. 3million American teenage~" .. · 
· ·contract sexually transmitted diseases. President Bush announced a new initiative to educate teens 

·. · >and· parents about the health risks associated with early se~ual activity and to provide' the toqls need.ad: · 
· >to help teens make responsible choices. TheRresident's Fiscal Year 2005 budget1Nould double the 

fonding for'abstinence education programs ...; from $135 million to $270 million. PresidentBush also . 

. . • .· .. White House Offii;e of Comrnuriications 
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·. · directed the Department of Health anq Human Services to develop scientifically-based standards for · · 
·. ·• · .. model abstinence education teachings,· and he called for a review of all federal programming for youth · · . 

. addres'sing teen pregnancy prevention, tarnily planning, STD and HIV/AIDS prevention to ensure that < 

. . . · the federal government is not sending mixed or negative messages to teens: He also announced a ... · 
.. · new public education campaign providing youth and theirparents with the tools theyneed:to make 

. responsible choices. · .· · · · ·. · · · .. · ·_. · · . 

. Empowering .. Faith·Based and Community Charities.to Help Those in N~d . · •·. · 
. . I . . . . . 

~·. \Pre~ident Bush announced his intent to.seek l~gislationto put into law the pri~~lple ofequalfreatrnent· .. 
. ··· · for faith-based organizati.ons in ~he Federal grants process and end discrimination against these ·i .. ·• 

charities. This legislation .would ensure that more Americans.in nee~. would· be able to get vital sod al 
··services fromthe country's most effective charities, whether they are secular or faith.,basecl . · 

organizations. · · · · · . . · · · · · · 
·.· 

.. ·~. · .. Many .faith.; based orga_i,-izations that have been effective in serving the poor have faced discrimination· 
in their efforts to partner with the Federal government. The regulatory ·reforms ihstitU,ted by President . · 

· ·.· •. · ... Bush in December,2002 have remedied some of these problerns, but withoutthepermanence of 
·. ·· ·· Fede!al statute; these reforms could be short-lived. · . · · · · · · 

,· .... 

.. : Protecting communities by Seducing RecidMsm:Among Returning lnrnates · •.· ;.~.::. 
·, ~· 

. '.,'' : . 

~ . So.me 600,000 prisoners who _have completed their prison sentences will be reiea~d this year: 
·Unfortunately; many of them will return to prison after committing· another crime ...; causing additional . · 
costs to society~ . To reduce the number of these pnsoners committing new:crime~, Preside_nt BU,$h . 
proposed a plan to harness the resources and experience offaith~based and· commi.i'nity organiz~tions > 

··. ,'' 

. in dealing with the challenges ofhelping returning inrnates contribute to societY. . •... · •.. . ... 

. . ·~ .·;Through· a collaboration with taith-based.·and. cemmun;ty· organizations and th~ ciepartment of Labgr . 
, (DOL), the Department of Housing: a·nd Urban Development fHUD), and the Department of Justice 
·.· (QOJ), the initiative. would address three key requirements for successful re-eh,try. of those.who hav~ . 

· .·• paid· their debt to society- mentoring, transitional housing, and basic job training. and placement The··. · .. 
!?resident FY 2005 budget will provide funding' for the first year ofthis four-ye~r, $30_0 million initiative., 
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New Initiatives in President Bush's State of the Union Address 
January20, 2004 

Jobs for the 21st Century 

};;> America's growing economy is also a changing economy, and President Bush wants to make sure 
Americans gain the skills needed in our new economy. President Bush announced Jobs for the 

· 21st Century- a series of measures to improve high school educationand to strengthen post­
secondary education andjob training to better prepare workers for jobs in the new millennium, 

. . 

};;> President Bush wants to hetp better prepare high school· stu~ents to enterhigher education or the 
workforce -- especially at atime when 80% of the fastest-growing jobs in the U.S. require some sort 
of higher education after high school and many require math and science skills. And, he llJants to 
help current workers get the additional training and skills they need to secure jobs in high-growth . 
industries. · · · · · 

· . o · President Bush's plan will improve the quality of education at our Nation's middle and high 
schools and better prepare students for success in higher education and the job market -

. including $100 million to help struggling readers and $120 million to improve math 
learning, . . . '· c 

o ThePresident's plan expands Advanced Placement programs iri low-income schools and 
.invites professionals with private sector math and science experienceJo teach part-time in 

· our high schools. As an incentive for students to take more demanding high school 
courses, it would provide larger grants forcollege under the Pell Grant program: 

o The President's Jobs for the 21st Century initiative would also expand support for 
America's community colleges to help them train workers for the industries that are 
creating the most new jobs. It includes a $250milliori proposal to fund partnerships . 
between community colleges and high demand job sectors, based on successful.pilot 
programs launched by President Bush in 2002. 

Making Health Care More Affordable 

};;> Millions of Americans get health coverage through the workplace in part because, undercurrent 
law, an employer's share of health insurance premiums is exempt from workers' federal income 
and payroll taxes. But there are millions of Americans who work infirms that do not sponsor he(31th 
coverage, receiving no deduction for their health insurance premiums or medical expenses. 

)ii;-·. As part of the Medicare prescription drug bill that Presid~nt Bush signed into law last month, 
workers will now be able to take advantage of Health Savings Accounts (HSAs)..: tax-free savings 
accounts that can be used to pay for medical expenses incurred by individuals, spouses, or .·· . 

. qependents. Contributions.to HSAs by individuals are deductible, even if the taxpayer does not 
itemize, and contributions by an employer are not included in the individual's taxaole income. 

', • ' • - - - < •• 

};;> . In 'his State of the Union Address, President Bush proposed giving workers without employer­
sponsored health coverage who open Health SavingsAccounts (HSAs)tax benefits sirnilartci 

· those who do. · · ·· 

White House Office of Communications 



· ~ The President's proposal would allow individuals who purchase high~deductible insurance policies · 
and open HSAs to deduct 100% of the cost of their insurance premiums. This new deduction of 
health insurance premiums, which will be available to taxpayers whether or not they itemize, will 
reduce the net cost of health coverage by·10% or more for most taxpayers. HSAswill help these 
same families pay their routine medical expenses and give them a tax-preferred means of saving 
for future medical care. 

. . 

~ . The President al.so proposed to establish refundable tax credits of up to $1,000 for individuals and 
$3,000 for families to help low-income workers buy health insurance coverage. Refundable tax 
credits will make health insurance more affordable to millions of low-income Americans. And, the. 
President wants to enable small businesses to provide health coverage to more workers by 
banding together and negotiating lower insurance rates through AssoCiation Health Plans: 

Helping Young Americans Make Healthy Decisions 

);;> Addressing the National Challenge of Teen.Substance Abuse: According to research done by the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), approximately 1.4 million · 
American teenagers between the ages of 12 an~ 17 are in need of drug treatment. Data also show 
that, if a child does not start using drugs in theirteen years, he or she is much less likelyto initiate or 
develop a substance abuse problem later in life. 

~ In his State of the Union address, President George W. Bush announcecj a new initiative to help young 
Americans avoid being ensnared by addiction. His budget for FY 2005 will include $25 million for 
student drug testing program grants, extending the benefits of early intervention programs that have· 
beeh proven in government, military, education, transportation, and private sector workplaces, The 
President's anti-drug policies are working - just last month, a leading national survey found that 
400,000 fewer drug users among a111, 10111and12th graders. This represents an 11% decline in drug 
use among these age groups, ahead of the President's two-year goal of 10%. · 

· ~ Encouraging Role Models to Set a Good Example for Young Athletes: In his State of the Union. 
address, President George W. Bush called on America's major sports leagues to seriously address the 
use of both performance-enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by their athletes. The use of performance­
enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by elite athletes sets a dangerous example for the millions of young 
Americans who look up to them, encouraging young people to take dangerous risks with their health. 
and safety. Drug use also damages the credibility 9f American athletics both domestically and abroad . 

. ~ The President will ask these leagues to implement more stringent drug policies--including effective; 
year-round random testing programs-to set a healthier and more positive example for America's 
young people as well as protecting the integrity of their sports and ensuring the health and well-being of 
their athletes. 

~ · Expanding Support for Teen Abstinence Promotion: .Each year, 3 million American teenagers 
contract sexually transmitted diseases. President Bush. announced a new initiative to educate teens 
and.parents about the health risks associated with early sexual activity and to provide.the tools needed 
to help teens make responsible choices. ThePresident's Fiscal Year 2005 budget would double the 
funding for abstinence education programs - from $135 million to $270 million. President Bush also 

White House Office of Communications 
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directed the Department of Health and Human Services to develop scientifically-based standards for 
model abstinence educationteachings, and he called for areview of all federal programmingJoryouth 
addressing teen pregnancy prevention, family planning, STD and HIV/AIDS preventionto ensure that 
the federal government is not sending mixed or negative messages to teens. He also announced a 
new public education campaign providing youth and their parents with the tools they ;need to make. 
responsible choices. · 

Empowering Faith-Based and Community Charities to Help Those in Need 

> PresidentBush announced his intent to seek legislation to pl.ltinto law the principle of equal treatment 
for faith-based organizations in the Federal grants process and end discrimination againstthese . 
charities. This legislation would ensure thatmorE!Americans in need would be able to getvital social 

· services from the country's most effective charities, whether they are secular or faith~based 
· organizations. · 

• >. Many faith-based organizations that have been effective in serving the poorhavefaced discrimination 
in their efforts to partner with the Federal government. The regulatory reforms instituted by President 

· Bush in December, 2002 have remedied. some of these problems, but without the permanence of 
Federal statute, these reforms could be short-lived. 

Protecting Communities by Reducing Recidivism Among Returning Inmates ' . . , -

> . Some 600,000 prisoners who have completed their prison sentences will be released thisyear. . 
· · ··Unfortunately, many of them will return to prison after committing another crime.,, causing additional 

costs to society. To reduce the number of these prisoners committing new crimes, PresidenlBush 
proposed a plan to harness the resources and experience of faith-based and communityorganizations 
in dealing with the challenges of helping returning inmates contribute to society. 

> Through ~collaboration with faith-based and community organizations and the Department of Labor 
{DOL),the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and.the Department ofJustice 
· (DOJ), the initiative would address three key requirements for successful re-entry of those. who .have 
paid their debt to society.,... mentoring, transitional housing, and basic job training and placement. The 
President FY 2005 budget will provide funding for the first year of this four-year, $300 millioninitiative. 
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New Initiatives in President Bush's: State of the Union Address · · ·· 
· '· .. - January20,~2004-~. 

. . 
· Jobs fOr the 21st Century . . .· 

~--· .. _America's growing economy is also a changing economy, .and President Bush wants to make sure 
· · .. ·:Americ?ns gain the skills needed in our new ecqnOrrty ~ President Bush announced Jobsfoi the · 

~1st Century- a series of measures to improve high school education and to strengthen post-
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. ' ~.(President Bush wants.to help better prepare.high school stucjents fo enter higher education orthe . . ....• 
···workforce-especially at a time when 80%.ofthe fas~est-growing jobs intheU.S.requiresome s9rt. · 
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· q . President Bush'$ plan will improve the quality of education at our Nation's middle. and hjgh 
s·chools and Qetter prepare students for success in higher educatioA0·(Jpd thejt?b m(Jrket ;..: .. · : · 
including $1Qq million to help struggling readers and $120million toJmprove mat~: ·· · · · 
learning. · ,. __ 

. o · The President's plan ·expands Advanced Placement programs iri low~incorrte schaolsand · .. • 
invites professionals with private sector mathand science experience toteach·part-time in· · 

. ...... ~,.... . -: oµr high. schools. ·As an incentive for students to take more deniandi_rig high school . 
. courses, it would provide larger grants for college under the Pell' Gr~nt program... : .. 

o · . The President's Jobs for the. 21st Century initiative would also expand· support for 
· America's community colleges to help therrttraln workers. for thEfindustries. that.are 

creating the most new jobs'. It includes a $250 millidn proposal to fund partnerships · 
between. community colleg_es and high de,niand 'job sectors, based' on. successful pilot- . _·· 
programs launched by President Bush in 2002. · · · · 1 • · · 

· .. Making Health Care More Affordable • - ·.-·· . :, •" . 
. _,· .. 

' . . . ' ' 

» · MilliQns of Americans· get health coverage ~rough the workplace in part b~cause, underc;Urrerit .· 

· .. .-:.!:-.-. 

law, an employer's share' of health insurance premiums is exempt from workers_'Jederal income ·... .. '. . 

: . ' .-.\. 

- '·'.· 

.·-.. ·. :·and payroll taxe~ ... But there are millions ofiArnericans Wh<rworK in firms that. d~l not sponsor health , .•. 
. coverage, receiving no deduction for their health insurance premiums or medical expenses~ · · 

'· . 

-»· As part of the Medicare prescription drug bill that.President, Bush signed into law last month, • .< 

·. workers will now be able to take advantage Of Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) -tax-free savings 
•·- _.· accounts thatean be used to pay for medical expenses Incurred by indiyiduals, spouses, or.· . .. . .. 

·dependents. ·Contributions to HSAs by individuals are deductible, even if the taxpayerdoes not. , ·.·· 
., ' itemize, and Contributions by an employer at:e notincluded in the individual's taxable income; .. ' 
.,. . , '. . . . .: . . ·. . ·: •. . . .' Y. . ~ - " -- . - . . ·._ :·.' . , · .. : -:'~. . .. . .. ;. • . 

-~---·-· ,in his State of the Union Address, President Bu~h proposed giving workers without employer:. 
·>;-,sponsored health coverag~ who open' Health: $avings Acco,unts•(HSAs)'tax benefits similar to 

·· - th9se who dq. · · · · · · ·· · · · 
. . . . ' ~ ; . . :-··-. 
:• ,_. P.• 

. . . 
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·· ·~· The President's proposal would allow individuals who purchase high-ded4ctible insurance policies _ 
· a~d open HSAs to deduct 100% of the cost oftheir insurance premiums. This new deduction of" . · 
health insurance premiums, which will be .available to taxpayers whetheror not they itemize, will . · 

·. reduce the net cost of health .coverage by 1 Oo/o or more for mGst taxpayers. HSAs will help these· 
sa.me families ·pay their routine medical expenses and give.them a tax~prefe~red means of saving 
foduture medical care. · 

··~ ··• The President.also proposed to .establish refundable tax credits of up to $1,poo for individu.als and 
. $3,000 for families fo help low-income workers buy health insurance coverage:.·· Refundable tax · 
credits will make health insurance ·more affordable to millions of low-income Americans~ And, the · · · ·, · · 
President wants to enable small businesses to provide health coverage to more workers by . 
banding together and negotiating lower insurance rates through Association Health.Plans. · . " . . . .. . ' ·. ' .~ ·. . ' ··: ' .... 

:. Helping Young Americans Make Healthy D~cisions . . 
. . 

~ Addressing the National Challenge of Teen Substance Abuse: According to research done by th~ .. 
. . . Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Ad.ministration ($AMHSA); approximately 1.4 million .· .· · · 

· · American teenagers betw~n the ages of 12and17 are in need:'of drug treatment Pata also show ·. · 
that, if a child does. not start using drugs in thek tee·n_years, he. or she is much le$s likely toJnitiate or . 

. develop a substance abuse problem later in life. · · · · · · · · 

.. ; · Ip his. $tafo of the Unjon address, President George W. Bush a.nnouncecf anewinitiativeto helpyoung . · 
. Americans avoid being ensnared by addiction. His budget for FY'2005 will include $25milliori for · ··. · ·· 

s~udent drug testing program grants, extending the benefits ofearly intervention, programs .that have 
.. been proven-in government; military, education, transportation: and private sector woi'kplaces. The. 

· ·· ··. President's anti-drug policies are working- just last month, a leading.national survey found that •. 
. .. 400,000'fewer drug users among atti, 10thand 12~ graders. ThiHepresents anJ1% dedine i~ drµg' 

..... ·:-. 
", ... 

·. ·.· .. · use among these ag·e groups,_ ahead of the Presid,ent's two~year goal of 10%. · · ·· · · 
)" 

· . ~.· Encouraging Role Models tO Seta Good ExampleJor Yoµng Athletes: In his ·state of the. Union 
>address; President George W. Bush called on America's major sports leagues to seriously address the· 
use of both performance-enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by their athletes. The use qf performance~ 

. enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by elite athletes sets a dangerous example forthemillions ofyoung 
Americ~ns who lo.ck up to them, enc;ouraging young people to take dangerciu~risks with their health. 

·. and ~afety:· Drug use also damages the credibility of American ~thle,tics both:9omestically .and abroad; .. 
<. ·... .. .,, 

.. , ......... 

·~ The 'President will ask these leagues to implementn1ore stiingentdrug·.·policies~iriCluding,effective, 
year-round random testing programg.,-to set a healthier and more positive example for America's .·· 
yo,ung peopl~ as well.as protecting the integrity of their sports and'ensuring the heaith andwell-being'o( 
their athletes~ · · · - · ·· ·.· ;,, · · · 

)- Expanding Support for Teen Abstinencei>romotion: Each year, 3 million American teenagers . 
contract sexually transmitted diseases. President .Bush announced a new initiative to educate teens 

·· ar&parents about the.health risks· associated with early sexual,ac~ivity · anp)c) provide the.too.ls needecf ·· . 
· · .· to he'lpteens make responsible choices. The President's Fiscal YeaF2005 buqget would double the · . · · 

funding for abstinence education programs "'.': from $ 135 million to $270 milli¢n. ··•·President Bush also. · 
. ' .· .. ' , . ., - " · .... 

__ _._ ·:-·· 
' ; .. -_ 

·.; •. ·--.: ··/: 
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directed the DepartmentofHealth andHumanServicestodevelop scientifically-based standa~dsfor . 
model abstinence education teachings, and he called for a review of all federal programming for youth 
addressing teen pregnancy prevention, family planning; STD and HIV/AIDS prevention to ensure that 
the federal gqvernment is not sending mixed or negative messages to teens. He also announced a 
new public education campaign providing youth and their parents with the tools they need to make 
responsible choices. · · · · · 

Empowering Faith-Based and Community Charities to Help Those in Need · 

:i;.. President Bush announced his intent to seek legislation to put into law the principle of equal treatment 
for faith-based organizations in the Federal grants process and. end discrimination against these 
charities. This legislation would ensure that more Arnericans in need would be able to get vital social 

· services from the country's most effective charities, whether they are secular or faith-based 
organizations. 

:i;.. Many faith-based organizationsthat have been effective in serving the poor haveJaced discrimination 
.. in their efforts to· partner with the Federal government. The regulatory. reforms instituted by President 

Bush.in December, 2002 hClve-remedied some of theseproblems, but without the permanence of 
Federal statute, these reforms could be short-lived. · 

· Protecting Communities by Reducing Recidivism Among Returning Inmates. '·· -- -
• • ' • • • J 

:i;.. Some 600,000 prisoners who have completed their prison sentences will be released this year. 
- Unfortunately, many of them willretumto prison attercommitting another crime -causing-additional 

costs to society. To reauce the number of these priso~ers committing new crimes, President Bush 
· proposed· a plan to harness the resources and experience offaith-based and community organizations. 
· in dealing with the challenges of helping returning inmates contribute to society. 

:i;.. Through a collaboration with faith-based and community organiz(itions and the Department of Labor. 
(DOL), the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and the Department of Justice 
(DOJ), the initiative would address three key requirementsfor successful re-entry of those who have 
paid their debt.to society--mentoring, transitional housing, and basic job training and placement The 
.President FY2005 budget will provide funding for the first year of this four-year, $300 million initiative. 

J 
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New Initiatives in President Bush's State of the Union Address 
January 20, 2004 

Jobs for the 21st Century 

~ America's growing economy is also a changing economy, and President Bush wants. to make sure 
· Americans gain the skills needed in our new economy .. President Bush announced Jobs for the 

21st Century- a series of measures to improve high school education and to strengthen post­
secondary education and job training to better prepare workers for jobs in the new millennium. 

. . 
. . . . - ' 

~ President Bush wants to herp better prepare high school stu~ents to enter higher education pr the . 
· workforce - especially at a time when 80% of the fastest-growing jobs in the U.S. require some sort 
· of higher education after high school and many require math and science skills. And, he wants to 

help current workers get the additional training and skills they need to secure jobs in high-,growth 
industries; 

o President Bush's plan will improve the quality of education at our Nation's middle and high 
schools and better prepare students for success in higher education and the job market -
including $100 million to help struggling readers and $120 million to improve math 
learning. · 

o The President's plan expands Advanced Placement programs in low-incomeschools and 
invites professionals with private· sector math· and science experience to teach parMimeJn , 
our high schools. As an incentive for students to take more demanding high school 
courses, it would provide larger grants for college under the Pell Grant program. 

o The President's Jobs for the 21st Century initiative would also expand suppdrtfor 
America's community colleges to help them train workers for the industries that are 
creating the most new jobs. It includes a $250 million proposal to fund partnerships 
f)etween community colleges and high demand job sectors, based on successful pilot 
programs launched by President Bush in 2002. · 

Making Health Care More Affordable 

)'- ·· Millions of Americans get health coverage through the workplace in part because, under current 
" law, an employer's share of health insurance premiums ls exempt from workers' federal in6ome 

·. and payroll taxes. But there are millions of Americans who work in firms that do not sponsor health . 
coverage, receiving no deduction for their health insurance premiums or medical expenses. · 

~ As part of the Medicare prescription drug bill.that President Bush signecfinto law last month, 
workers will now be able to take advantage of Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) -tax-free savings 
accounts that can be used to pay for medical expenses incurred by individuals; spouses, or 
dependents. Contributions to HSAs by individuals are deductible, even if the taxpayer does nor 
itemize, and contributions by an employ~rare not included in the individual's taxable income. 

>i- In his State ofthe Union Address, President Bush proposed giving workers withoutemployer­
sponsored health coverage who open Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) tax benefits similar lo 
those who do. 

· White House Office of Communications 
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'~ The President's proposal would allow individuals who purchase high-deductible insurance policies 
and open HSAs to deduct 100% of the cost of their insurance premiums .. This new deduction of 
health insurance premiums, which will be available to taxpayers whether or not t~ey itemize, will 
reduce the net cost of health coyerage by 10%, or more for most taxpayers. HSAs will help these 
same families pay their routine medical expenses· and give them a tax-preferred means of saving 

· for future medical care. · 

~ The President also proposed to establish refundable tax credits of up to $1,000 for individuals and 
$3,000fodamilies to help low-income workers buy health insurance coverage. Refundable. tax 
credits will make health insurance more affordable to millions of low-income Americans. And, the 
President wants to enable small businesses to provide health coverage to more workers by · 
banding. together and negotiating lower insurance rates through Associ.ation Health Plans. 

Helping Young Americans Make Healthy Decisions . 

~ Addressing the National Challenge of Teen Substanc use: According to research done by the 
· SubstanceAbuse and Mental Health Services Admi · ation (SAMHSA), approximately 1.4 million 
American teenagers between the ages of 12 an are in need of drug treatment. Data also show 
that, if a child does not start using drugs in teen years, he or she is much less likely to initiate or 
develop a substance abuse problem later in life. 

~ In his State of the Union address, President George W. Bush announced a new initiative to help young 
Americans avoid being ensnared by addiction. His budget for FY 2005 will include $25 million for 
student drug testing program grants, extending the benefits of early intervention programs that have 
been proven in government, military, education, transportation, and private sector workplaces. The 
President's anti-drug policies are working - just last month, a leading national survey found that 
400,000 fewer drug users among 8th, 10th and 12th graders; This represents an 11% decline in drug 
use among these age groups, ahead of the President's two-year goal of 10%. . . cJ , ""'"'.\1-....\c.~ 

» IEncOUraging Role Models to Set a Good Example for Young Athletes: Inf slate of the Union . 
address, President George W. Bush called on America's major sports leagues to seriously address the 
ljSe of both performance-enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by their athletes. ·The use of performance­
enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by elite athletes sets a dangerous example for the millions of young 
Americans who look up to them, ouraging young people to take dangerous risks with their: health 
and safety. Dnig use also dam es the credibility of American athletics both domestically and abroad. 

141007 

~ . The President will ask these eague~ ;';:emen~ :;;:nngent drug policies-includin~~~ctiv~~ · .. 
'c::'.'5 . ¥@if?fHm:i 1 au8em testin rograms-to set a healthier a.nd more positive example for America's 

young people as well a protecting the integrity of their sports and ensuringthe health and well-being of 
,.-6-~ athletes. 

~ · Expanding Su ort for Teen Abstinence Promotion: Each year, 3 million American teenagera 
· contract sexu¥ y transmitted diseases. President Bush announced a new initiative .to educate teens 
. and· parent7'9bout the health risks associated with early sexual activity and to provide the tools needed 
·· to help tee s make responsible choices. The President's Fiscal Year 2005 budget would double the 
funding fa abstinence e9ucation programs - from $135 mil.lion to $270 million. President Bush also 

c-
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directed the Department of Health and Human Services to develop scientifically-based standards for 
· model abstinence education teachings, and he called for a review of all federal programming for youth 

addressing teen pregnancy prevention, family planning, STD and HIV/AIDS prevention to ensure that 
the federal government is not sending mixed or negative messages to teens~ He also announced. a 
new public education campaign providing youth and their parents with the tools they need to make . 
responsible choices. 

Empowering Faith-Based and Community Charities to Help Those in Need 

~ President Bush announced his intent to seek legislation to put into law the principle of equal treatment 
for faith-based organizations in the Federal grants process and end discrimination against these 
charities. This legislation would ensure that more Americansin need would be able to getvital social 
services from the country's most effective charities, whether they are secular or faith-based 
organizations. · 

~ Many faith-based organizations that have been effective in serving the poor have faced discrimination 
in their efforts to partner with the Federal government. The regulatory reforms instituted by President 
Bush in December, 2002 have remedied some of these problems, but without the permanence of 
Federal statute, these reforms could be short-lived. 

Protecting Communities by Reducing Recidivism Among Returning Inmates 

~ Some 600,000 prisoners who have completed their prison sentences will bereleased this year: 
Unfortunately, many of them will return to prison after committing another crime - qausing additional 

. · costs to society. To reduce the number of these prisoners committing new crimes, President Bush 
· proposed a plan to harness the resources and experience of faith-based and community organizations 

in dealing with the challenges of helping returning inmates contribute to society. 

~· Through a collaboration with faith-based and community organizations and the Department oflabor 
(DOL), the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and the Department of Justice 
(DOJ), the initiative would address three key requirements for successful re-entry of those who have 
paid their debt to society - mentoring, transitional housing, and basic job training and placement. The 
President FY 2005 budget will provide funding for the first year of this four-year, $300 million initiative. 

·. White.House Office of Communications 
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N;ew Initiatives in PresidentBush's State of the Union Address. 
· • ... : January 2Q, .2_004 · 

· .· Jobs for the 21st Centurv 
' ... ,. 

· ... ,.., 

. l .... 

~ .. Ameri~a'1s_growing economy is also.a changing economy, and Presid~nt Blish wants to.make sunf. 
-.Americans gain the skills. needed. in· our new economy.· ·President Bush announced Jobs folthffl · . 
. ?1~ Century- a series of measures to improve high school education andtostrengthen past- . . 
·secondary education and•job training to better prepare workers for jobs in the. new·millenQjulTl ... 
.· . . . .· .. . .. . . ,' .. ' . ·. ' .. · - ·, . (' · ... ; .. ·. '.• · .. 

. ·. . . . ); President Bush wants to help better prepare high, scnaol stu~elits to enter higher educatioh oH!le . . 
: · ·workforce - especially at'atime when 80% ofthe fastest-growing jobs iii ttie U.S: requiresome sort 
.···.of higher education after high school and m~nyrequire math and science s~ills. And, he wants to · ·· 

. . . . help current workers· get the additiona(training and skills they need to. secure jqbs in high~growth · 
· ·. · industries; · · · · · · · · 

o · President Bush's plan will improve the quality of education atour Nationis middle arid high 
schools and better prepare students for success iRhighereducation andthe job market""'. 
including $100' million tci help struggling readers and $120 mfllion to improve math · 
learning. · . . . . · · · ·. · ·· ,. _ . .. . 

o .The. President's plan expands Advanced Pia.cement programs In low~income schools and · . 
invites. professionals with· private secto( math· and science experience to teach part~time Jn · · 

.:ourhigh schools. As an incentive forstudents to take more demanding high school 
· courses, it wol!ld provide larger grants for college under the Pell. Grant program~ •· .. 

. .. · Q .. The Presidentis Jobs for the 21st Century initiative would also expand.support for .... 
America's comml!nizy colleges to. help them train. workers tor the industries that are· . 
creating the most new jobs. It includes ;a $250 million proposal to f1,md partnerships·· 

. beiVJeen community~colleges and highdemandjob sectors, based on successful pilpt 
programs launched by Pr~sideht ~ush irl2002. . · ' · ·· ·· · ·· 

·.. . . 

Making Hea:lth Care More Affordable 
. . 

. ·. ··~ ·;.Millions of Americans get health 6over~ge' through the workplace in part: because, undercurrent 

. , . ; . law I an employer's share Of health. insurance premiums is exempt from workers' federal income 
. ,, and payroll taxes. But there are millions of Americans who work in fii'ms that do notsponsorhealth· 

coverage, receiving no deduction for their health insurance premiums or medical expenses: · 
. . - .. .'· .. · . .· : '. . 

: -~ ·'As part of the Medicare.prescription drug bill that President Bush sighed Info law last month,• · · 
workers will now be able to take advantage of Health. Savings Accounts (HSAs)-·tax4ree savings · 
accouhts that can be used to pay for medical expenses incurred· by individuals; spouses., or. 
dependents •. Contributions to HSAs by individuals are deductible·, even il the taxpayer does not 

. • itemize, arid contributions by an employer pre notincluded in the individual's. taxable income'. .· ... . :.:_:· > .': ~. \ , . .. . , . . . . . . . .. , .. 

·. :, . · : ·• < , >:: In his State, of the Union Address; President Bush proposed giving workers. without employer-
. : sponsored health coverage who open Health Savings Accounts (HSAs)tax benefits. sil'Tlilarto · 

those who do. · · . .. · · · · · · ;. · · ·· ·· 
.- .. 

' '~· .: . ·. ·~ ... 
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~ The President's proposal would allow individuals who purchase high-deductible insurance policies 
and open HSAs to deduct 100% of the cost of their insurance premiums. This. new deduction of 
health insurance premiums, which will be available to taxpayers whether or not they itemize, will 
reduce the net cost of health coverage by 10% or more for most taxpayers. HSAs will help these 
same families pay their routine medical expenses and give them a tax-preferred means of saving 
for future medical care. · · · 

~ The President also proposed to establish refundable tax credits of up to $1,000for individuals and 
$3,000 for families to help low-income workers buy health insurance coverage. Refundable tax 
credits will make health insurance more affordable!to millions of low-income Americans. And, the 
President wants to enable small businesses to provide health coverage to more workers by 
banding together and negotiating lower insurance rates through Association Health Plans. 

Helping Young Americans Make Healthy Decisions 

~ Addressing the Na(ional Challenge of Teen Substance Abuse: According to research done by the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), approximately 1 A million . 
American teenagers between the ages of 12 and 17 are in need of drug treatment. Data also show 
that, if a child does not start using drugs in their teen years, he or she is much. less· likely to initiate or 
develop a substance abuse problem later in life; 

. ·~ In his State of the Union address, President George W. Bush announced a new initiative to help young · 
Americans avoid being ensnared by addiction. His budget for FY 2005 will include $25 million for 
student drug testing program grants, extending the benefits of early intervention programs that have 
been proven in government, military, education, transportation, and private sectorworkplaces. The 
President's anti-drug policiE;!S are working -just last month, a leading national survey found that 
400,000 fewer drug users among 8th, 10th and 12th graders. This represents an 11% decline in drug 
use ·among these age groups, ahead of the President's two-year goal of 10%. 

~· Encouraging Role Models to Set a Good Example for Young Athletes: In his State of the Union 
address, President George W. Bush called on America's major sports leagues to seriously address the 
use of both performance-enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by their athletes. The use. of performance­
enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by elite athlete.s sets a dangerous example for the millions of young 
,4.mericans who look up to them, encouraging young people to take dangerous risks with their health 
and safety. Drug use also damages the credibility of American athletics both domestically and abroad. • 

. . 
~ The President will ask these leagues to implement more stringent drug policies-'includirig effective, 

. year-round random testing programs-to set a healthier and more positive example for America's 
young people as well as protecting the integrity of their sports and ensuring the health and well~being of· 
their athletes. . 

~ · Expanding Support for Teen Abstinence Promotion: Each year, 3 million American teenagers 
contract sexually transmitted diseases. President Bush announced a new initiative to educate teens 
and parents about the health risks associated with early sexual activity and to provide the tools needed 
to help teens make responsible choices. The President'sFiscal Year 2005 budget would double the 

. funding for abstinence education programs - from $135 million to $270 million. President Bush also 
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. directed the Department of Health and Human Services to develop scientifically-based standards for . 
model abstinence education teachings, and he called for a review of all federal programming for youth 
addressing teen pregnancy prevention, family planning, STD and HIV/AIDS prevention to ensure that 
the federal government is not sending mixed or negative messages to teens. He also announced a 
new public education campaign providing youth and their parents with the tools they need to make 
responsiblechoices. · 

Empowering Faith-Based and Community Charities to Help Those in Need 

> President Bush announced his intent to seek legislation to put into law the principle of equal treatment .. 
for faith-based organizations in the Federal grants process and end discrimination against these 

· charities. This legislation would ensure that more Americans in need would be able to get vital social 
services from the country's most effective charities, whether they are secular or faith-'based 
organizations. 

~ Many faith-based organizations that have been effective in serving the poor have faced discrimination 
in their efforts to partner with the Federal government The regulatory reforms instituted by President 
Bush in December, 2002 have remedied some of these problems, but without the permanence of 
Federal statute, these reforms could be short-lived. 

· Protecting Communities by Reducing Recidivism Among Returning Inmates 

~· Some 600,000 prisoners who have completed their prison sentences will be released this year. 
Unfortunately, many of them will return to prison after committing another crime.- causing additional 
costs to society. To reduce the number of these prisoners committing new crimes, President Bush 
proposed a plan to harness the resources and experience of faith-based and community organizations 
in dealing with the challenges of helping returning inmates contribute to society. · 

~ Through a collaboration with faith-based and c6mmunity organizations and the Department of Labor · 
(DOL), the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and the Department of Justice 
(DOJ), the initiative would address three key requirements for successful re-entry of those who have 
paid their debt to society - mentoring, transitional housing, and basic job training and placement. The 
President FY 2005 budget will provideJundingforthe first year of this four-year, $300 million initiative. 
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directed the Department of Health and Human Services to develop scientifically-based standards for 
·model abstinence education teachings, cmd he called for a review of an federal programming for youth 
addressing teen pregnancy prevention, family planning, STD and HIV/AIDS prevention to ensure that 
the federalgovemment is not sending mixed or negative messages to teens. He also announced a 
new public educationcampaign providing youth and their parents with the tools they need to make 
responsible choices. 

Empowering Faith·Based and Community Charities to Help Those in Need 
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(DOL), the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and the Department of Justice I 
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President FY 2005 budget will provide funding for the first year of this four-yea( $300 million initiative. 
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New Initiatives in President Bush's State of the Un'ion Address 
January 20, 2004 

In his State of the Union Address, President Bush called on our Nation to complete the work begun during 
the last three years and to face the future with confidence and strength. To address America's most 
pressing needs, the President announced new initiatives to strengthen economic growth, further reform 
education and job training, address the rising cost of health care, and make America a more · 
compassionate Nation. ·· · · 

Jobs forthe 21st Century 

> America's growing economy is also a changing economy, and President Bush wants to help 
Americans gain the skills needed to prosper in our new economy. President Bush announced Jobs 
for the 21st Century- more than $500 million for a series of measures to better prepare current and 
future workers for jobs in the new millennium. 

~ President Bush wants to help current workers get the training and skills they need to secure jobs in 
high-growth industries. He also wants to help better prepare high school students to enter higher 
e(jucation or the workforce. This initiative is especially important at a time when 80% ofthe 
fastest-growing jobs in the U.S. require higher education and many require math and sci.ence skills. 

o The President's Jobs for the 21st Century initiative wo.uld ~rid support through· 
America's community colleges to help them train workers for the industries thatare 
creating the most new jobs. It inc.ludes a $250 million proposal to fund partnerships 
between community colleges and employers in high,demand job sectors, based on 
successful pilot programs launched by President Bush in 2001 and 2002. · . . .· 

o President Bush's plan will improve the quality of education at our Nation's middle and high 
schools and better prepare students for success in higher education and the job market-· 
including $100 million to help striving readers and $120 million to improve math education. 

o The President's plan expands~. anced Placement programs in low-income schools and.. .. 
invites professionals with priv e;s ctor math and science experience to teach part~time in 
our high schools. As an incen · for students to take more demanding high school 
courses, it would provide larger grants for college under the Pell Grant program. 

Making Health Care More Affordable 

· ~ The rapidly rising cost of health care is the main reason why millions of Americans lack health 
'··insurance today. To,..Qlake insurance more affordable, the Presidentproposed measures to 

----7 address rising healthyare costs and help more Americans afford insurance~ 

> Tax-F~ee Health Savings Accounts (HSAs): As part ofthe Medicare prescription drug bill that 
President Bush signed into law last month, workers will now be able to take advantage of HSAs -
fully portable, tax-free savings accounts that can be used to pay for medical expenses incurred by 

. < ,. < • ' •• 

individuals, spouses, or dependents. Contributions to HSAs by individuals are deductible; even if 
the taxpayer does not itemize, and contributions by an employer are not included in the individual's 
taxable income. · · 

White House Office of Communications · 
112012004 



~ ·· Tax-free Insurance Premiums for HSAs: President Bush proposed allowing individuals who set · 
aside money tax free in new Health Savings Accounts to deduct from their taxes 100% of .the cost 
. of the.ir health insurance premiums. This .new deduction of health insurance premiums, which will 
be available to taxpayers whether or not they itemize, will make health coverage more affordable 
for millions of Americans who do not get coverage through their workplace. 

' , ' , 

~ The President also called on Congress to establish refundable tax credits of up to $1',000 for 
individuals and $3,000 for families to help low-income w s b y health insurance coverage. 

·· io-. 

~ ~.The President called for Congress to pass Associat Health Plans to e.nable small businessesto 
.provide health coverage to more workers by allowing them to band together and negotiatelower 
insurance rates. · · 

~ President Bush proposed to double the budget to $100 million for demonstration projects related to 
health information technology, which will save lives and help·to reduce costs. · · 

Doubling Oor Efforts to Elipand Democracy . ~0 'D} . · , .. ··., , . . .. ·• . 

·· ~ The. National Endowm.ent for Democracy ~as established by Congre. ss d. uring the Reagan · ' 
Administration to expand democracy thro~tfhe world .. Governed by an indepenaent, · · . 
nonpartisan board of directors, the NED makes hundreds of grantseach year to support pro" · 
democracy groups in dozens of cbuntries. The NED works in part through direct grants to NGOs 
and civil society groups fighting for democracy, human rights, religious tolerance, freedom of the 
press, and free elections. Last year, the NED budget totaled $39.6 million. The President called 
for doubling the NED budget, allocating the additional $40 million to programs in the. Middle East 

: ; 

Helping Young Americans Make Healthy Decisions 

~ Addressing the National Challenge of Teen Substance Abu~e: ApproximatelyJA million American 
teenagers between the ages of 12 and .17 are in need of drug treatment; according to research done by 
the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). Data also show that, if a 

. child does not \start using drugs in his or her teen years, he ors.he .is much less likely to develop a 
substance abuse problem later. • . 

~ In his State of the Union address, President <Jeerge 'VV. Bush announced a new initiative to help young 
Americans avoid being ensnared by addiction. His budget for FY 2005 will include $25 million~a $23 ·· 
mill.ion incre.ase-for student drug testing p.rogram. grants, extending the benefits ofearly .inte~· ·an 
programs that have been proven in government, military, education, transportation, and priva ,..-s ctor 
wo. rkplaces.; The President's an. ti-drug policie. s ar~e rking - j.us.t last man. th, a leading nation survey. . 
found that 400,000 fewer drug users among 8th, 1 2 nd 12th graders. This represents an 11 % decl.ine . 
in drug use among these age groups, ahead of th resident's tw9-year goal of 10%. .. . · 

1· • .. ,, 

~ Encouraging Role Models to Set a Good Example for Young Athletes: ·President Bush called on 
America's major sports leagues and athletes to endt~e use of peiiormance-enhandng drugs. Their 
use by even a minority of elite athletes sets a dangerous example for the millions of young Americans, 
encouraging young people to take. dangerous risks with their health and safety. . · 

White.House Office of Communications 
1/20/2004 
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' ···· ~ .. The· President will :Sk these leagues and athletes to .implem~nt strin~~nt drug policie~·to.set'a he~lth.ier ·. 
.·.and more positive example for America's young people. Th.ese poli~ies. will :also protect the:iritegrity of 
·. their sp~rts· and ensure the health and well-being of athletes'.· . · :" .. ' ·" ,· · . 

,· .. ·........ . .... ,:, "" 

. ', . '~ ... 

... <• ., ,• 

~···. expandingSupportforTef1n.Abstinenc~·Promotion:··Eachyear, three millio~Americanteeriagers · ._·, .. · r 
. ·contra9t sexually transmitteddiseases, causing ernotionai'h'prm and serious health ccmsequeopes, ·· · •.. ·.· · · 
,, ever( death .. President Bush arihounced a new inhiafive to educate teens and:pa'rents aboutthe~·health 

ri~ks associated with early sexual activity and. provide the tools needed to ~elp t.eens .. ·rna~e re.sporisible 
choices ... Jhe;,Pfe~ident's Fiscal Ye,!3r 200$ bµdget would increase the fundihg .. for abstinence edUcation 

·programs to more than $270 million. President Bush also directed the Department of Health and · .. 
. ·Human Services to develqp rese(3rch-ba.~ed standards for.model. abstinenq~, edu,cation curricula:,, and 

.. . . · · . · · · review of all Federal programming for youth addressing teen ·pregnancy prevention, ·· · - · · · 
· ...•.. ·; .·. f~ri1_ily pla_nning, STD andHIV/AIDSpr~verrtiontd ensu,re fha.t the.Federal.gov~rritti~nt is sending the· ... 
· . ~ r!ght rnessages toteens. He also announced a public education campaign design·ed to help parents : 

· · / · communicate with their-children about the 'he~lth risks associated. with early sexual);ietivity .. ;. · . ' · · · · 
. . !.'· . . . '. . · .. · •, .. . . . . , : ' .. 

. .. 
'·''· 

Empowering Faith~Based and CommullityCharities to ~Help Thase in ;Need· 
. . . •,, . ' ' . ' . . . . . ' . . . " ' . . . ' .. _,'.· ~ ,··.·.· ' . 

.'·.' 

. . - . " ~ 

,· ~ M~ny faith-based organiiation~ that have been effective in serving the poor hav.e faced.discrimination 
· ;::.in their efforts to partner with the Federal gov·eroment.>Thefegulatory refornis'instituted by.President , . ·.,; . 
. . ,, Bush in. o·ecember, 2002 have remedied many of these problems; but should t>e:protected by statute. I 

' . . ' . . ~. . . . . . . . ... '. . .· ~· .. _:.: . ' 
· .. •:." 

, ~ .... Ptesid~nt Bush announced his intent to. seek legislation to.p~t into law the~principle·of equal treatment .: . 
. forfaith-based;·organizations in the Federal grants process·andend'discrimination ;:igain~tfhese: .~.· .. ~., 

.·· .. ·.··:. charities. iThis legislation would ensure that more Americans fri need would be able to get vital ·social. 
· ·· . . •.··services from the country's ·most effective charities, whethersecular'or faith-ba$ed organiz~tloris:. · 

' ·. ' ~ . ·· .. ; · · · . · . . · · " ," · ' · '. . : ' I ,: · · : , ,, ' · ' · ... :: . ·· ._. .. " 

·" ·;.. 

. Pl'~tectinCfCommunities by Reduci~g Recidivis.:n Among' Returning lnm~tes . 
''. ,· 

.. );>·.···. Some 600,000 prisoners.who have completed their pri$on sentences will be rel~ased thls·y~~r. . . 
. :·unfortunately, many of them willretu.rn to prison after comrriitting another crime'~ .c~usJng addition.al ·. · · 
· ... costs to th.em~elves and society; To reduce the num.ber of these prisoners.commiitirlgnew crimes, 
·~ ··.President. Bush·proposed a plan· to harness the resources and· experience of faith-based and < . · ... 
: · con:imunity organizations in dealing with the challenge$ ot h~iping returning Inmates contributeto 

· · , society~ • , ':· . . . · .. . · :, . <· 

.=.: .·· 

.·. ·."···'· 

, . ~- .. 
. -~.. . ;' 

i_ .. 

• · .~-- \Through a collaboration with>faith-ba~eci ·and cormnunity organizations and tne'Department 9f:L~bo:r · 
. • "(DOL); the· Depcirtme.nt of Housing arid. Urban. Develqprnent (tf LJD), and the. Oepartme,rit of Ju~tic~ .. · '.., . ·. . 

. , · ... (DOJ),'the initil~tlve would address three key requir_ements for su6cessfuLre-entry 6Hhose IA'.ho have. . '· · .• · 
··· < paid their <;lebtto society~ mentoring, transitional housing, and basic job training and placement The• •· · .... 

' I. :'Pre~id~n(&f)'~ 2009.budget will provide funding for the first year of this four.;year, $3"C56 million initiative,\~ ;: ·.· ' '. 
'·" . 
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New Initiatives' in President Bush's State of the Union Address 
January 20, 2004 

. Jobs for the 21 et Century 

> America's growing economy is also a changing economy, and President Bush wants to make sure 
Amer.icans gain the skills needed in our new economy. President Bush announced Jobs forthe . 
21" C-entury- a series of measures to improve high school education and to strengthen post­
secondary education and job training to better prepare workers forjobs in the new millennium. 

»- President Bush wants to help better prepare high school students to enter higher education or the ... 
worl<force - especially at a time when 80% of the fastest-growing jobs in the u.s.· require some sort 
of higher education after high school and many require math and science skills. And, he-wants to 
help current workers get the additional training and skills they need to secure jobs in high-growth 
industries. \ 

o President Bush's plan wlll improve the quality of education at our Natio_n's middle and high 
schools and better prepare students for success in higher education c:ind the job market -
including $100 million to help struggling readers and $120 million to improve math 
learning. . · · · 

o The President's plan expands Advanced Placement programs in low-income schools and 
invites professionals with private sector math and science experience to teach part-time in 
our high schools. As an incentive for students to take more demanding. high schpol 
courses, it would provide larger grants fo'r college under the Pell Grant program. 

a The President's Jobs for the 21• Century initiative would also expand supportter-'-- fh l-0 va'1 
America's community colleges to help them train workers for the industries that are/\ · · iJ 
creating the most new jobs. It includes a $250 million proposal to fund partnerships 
between community colleges and high demand job sectors, based on successful pilot 

_ programs launclled by Presiden(,t!ush ine---- ~CO I '*'df-· _ 
MakinqHoalth Care More Affordable · L etM pfoyQ.K 1n 

> Millions of Americans get health coverage lhrough the workplace in part because; under current 
law, an employers share'of health insurance premiums is exempt from wori<ers' federaHncome 

· and payroll taxes. But there are millions of Americans who work in firms 1hatdo notspon5or health 
coverage, receiving no deducUon for their health insurance premiums or medical expenses. 

>- As part of the Medicare prescription drug bill that President Bush signed into law last month, 
workers will r.iow be able to take advantage of Health Savings Accounts (HSAS) ~·tax-free savings 
accounts that can be used to pay for medical expenses incurred by individuals, spouses, qr 
dependents, Contributions to HSAs by individuals are deductible, even if the taxpayer does. not 
it~mize, and ~tributions by an employ~rarenot included in the individual's taxable income. 

- . 

·)!l> In his State ofthe Union Address, PresidentBush proposed giving workers withoutemployer­
- sponsored health coverage who open Health Savings AccoQnts (HSAs) tax benefits similar lo 

those who do. · 

White HouM Olflat of Comm11nic:a&lns 
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> The President's proposal would allow individuals who purchase high~deductibte insurance policies 
and open HSAs to deduct 100% of the cost of their insurance premiums. This new deduction of 
health insuranr.e premiums, which will be available to taxpayers whether or not they itern,ize, will 
reduce the net cost of,.health coverage by 10% or more for most taxpayers. HSAs will help these 
same families pay their routine medical expenses and give them a tax-preferred means of saving 
for future medical care. 

> The President also proposed to establish refundable tax credits of up to $1,000 for individuals. and 
$3,000 for families to help low-income workers buy health insurance coverage. Refundable tax 
credits wiU make health insurance more affordable to millions of low-income Americans. And, the 
President wants to enable small businesses to provide health coverage to more workers by 
banding together and negotiating lowerinsurance rates through Association Health Plans. 

Helping Young Americans Make Healthy Decisions 

> Addressing the National Challenge of Teen Substance Abuse: According to research done by the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), approximately 1.4 million 
American teenagers.betw~n the ages of 12and17 are in need of drug treatment Data also shaw· 
that, if a child does not stary using drugs in their teen years, he or she is much less likely to initiate or 
develop a substance .abuse problem later in life. · 

> In his State of the Union address, President George W. Bush announced a new initiative to help young 
Americans avoid being ensnared by addiction. His budget for FY 2005 will include $25 million for, 
student drug testing program grants, extending the benefits of early intervention programs that have 

. been proven in government, military, education, transportation, and private secto(workplaces. The 
President's anti-drug policies are working -just last month, a leading national survey found that 
400,000 fewer drug usars among s111, 10111 and 12th graders. This represents an 11%decline in drug 
use among these age groups, ahead of the President's two-year goal of 10%. 

> . Encou11ging Role Models to Set a Good Example tor Young Athletes: In his State of the Union 
address, President George W. Bush called on America's major sports leagues to seriously address the 

r ·use of both performance-enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by their athletes, The use of performance-
enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by elite athletes sets a dangerous example for the mHlions of young 
Americans who look up to them, encouraging young people to take dangerous risks with their health . 

·and safety. Drug use also damages the credi~illty of American athletics both domestically and abroad. 

> The President will ask these leagues to implement more stringent drug policies-including effective, 
year-round random testing programs-to set a healthier and more positive example for America's 
young people as well as protecting the integrity of their sports and ensuring the health and well-being of 
their athletes. 

~ · · Expanding Support for Teen Abstinence Promotion: Each year, 3 million American teenager.; 
contract sexually transmitted diseases. President Bush announced a new initiative to educate teens 
and' parents about the health risks associated wilh early sexual activity and to provide the tools needed 

P.03/04 

to help teens make responsible choices. The Presi.dent's Fiscal Year 2005 budget would doijbl& tiles:>, 'mt.re 

funding for abstinence education programs -from $1.35 million to $270 million. President Bush also 
A 

f"V"\Qc"'4i:. ·~ 
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directed the Oepartm'ent of Health and· Human Services to develop scientifically-based standard$ for·. 
model abstinence educaijon teachings, and. he called for a revi,ew of all f0deral programming for youth 
addressing teen pregnancy prevention, family planning, STD and HIV/AIDS prevention to ensure that 
the federal govemment is not sending mixed or negaUve messages to teens~ He also announceda 
new public education campaign providing youth and their parents with the tools they need to ma.ke 
responsible choices. 

Empowering Faith-Based and Community Charities to Help Those in Need . 
. . 

» President B~sh announced his intent to seek legislation to put into law the principle of equal treatment · 
for faith-based organizations in the Federal grants process and and discrimination against these 
charities. This legislation would ensure that more Americans in need would beable to get vital soda! 
services from the country1s most effective charities, whether they are secular orfaith-based 
organizations. · · 

> : Many faith-based organizations that have been effective in serving the poorhave faced discrimination· 
in their effor;ts to partner with the Federal government. The reg'ulatory reforms instituted by President 
Bush in December, 2002 h~ve remedied soma of these problems, but without the permanence of · · 
Federal statute1 these reforms could be short~lived, · 

Protecting Communities by Reducing Recidivism Among Ratuming IJ1mates . · 

Y Some 600;000 prisoners who have completed their prison sentences will bereleased this year. · 
Unfortunatelyl many of them will return to prison. after committing another crime-.: causing additional. 
costs to society, To reduce the number of these prisoners committing new crimes, PrasidentBush 
proposed a plan to harness the resources and exr)erience of faith~based and community organizations 
in dealing with the challenges of helping returning inmates contribute to society. 

)> T~!ough a collaboration with faith-based and community organizations and the Department of Labor 
· (DOL), the Department of Housing.and Urban Development (HUD), and the Departmentof Justice 

(OOJ), the initiative would address three key requirements for successful re~ntry.of those who have 
paid their debt to society- mentoring, transitional housing, and basic job training and placement. The . 
President FY 2005 budget will provide funding for the first year of this four-year1 $300 million initiative. · 

·<;-
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New Initiatives in President Bush's State of the Union -Address 
January 20, 2004 

.. In his State of the Union Address, President Bush called onourNation to complete the work begun during 
'the last three years and to face the future with confidence and strength. To address America's most 
·pressing needs,the President announced ne~ initiatives to strengthen economic growth,furtherreform 
education and job training, _address the rising cost of health care, and make America a more 
corn passionate Nation. · · · · 

Jobs for the 21st Century 

);> ·America's growing economy is also a changing economy, and President.Bu.sh wants to.help 
··Americans gain the skills needed to prosper in our new economy. PresidentBu~h announced Jobs 

for the 21st Century- more than $500 million. for a series pf measures to better prepare current and ... · 
· future workers for jobs in the new millennium. . ··· · · · 

. : ' ,· . '( ' ::' . . ' .-_ . ' -. ,' ' 

Ptesid~nt Bush wants to help current workersgetthe training and skills they need to secure jobs i~ 
· high-growth· industries. He also wants to help better prepare high school students to emter higher· 
education ortheworkforce. This initiative is especially important at a tirriewhen80% ofthf! 

.Jastest~growing jobs inthe U.S. require higher education and many require matb and science skills. 

. o ThePresident's Jobs for the 21st Century initiativewould ~ndsupport through · 
America's community colleges to help themtrainwqrkers for the industries that are 

··creating the most new jobs. It includes a. $250 million proposal to furid partnerships 
between community colleges and employers ip high-demand job sectors, based on 

. successful pilot programs launched by Preside~fBush in 2001 and 2002~ ... 
o PresidentBush's plan will improve the quality ofeducationat our Nation's middle and high · 

schools and better prepare students for success in higher education and the job market._, 
.· including. $100 million to .help striving readers and, $120 million to improve math education, 

o .· The President's plan expands;· · anced Placement programs in low-inqo'rne schools and 

invite.·~ p .. rofessionals w.ith. p·riv ···.e;s·d.orm,·a··· th ... an···d scienc.· e exp. eri.enc.·~ to··········."t.~achp.art. ~time. in 
our high schools, As an 1ncen . . forstuaents to take more demanding.high school . . 
courses, it would provide larger grants for collegeunder the Pell Grant program. · · 

Ma'kirig Health•Care More Affordable 
. , . . 

' .. ' ·, '·· ·. '.·· ' ' .····· .. •·'·. ', ' ' •' ' ' " ' ' ' ·• 
);> The rapidly rising cost of health care is the main reason why millions ofArnericans lack health . 

insurancetoday. To...rriake insurance more affordable, the President proposed measure~to 
. ---7 · address rising healthyare costs and help more Americans afford insurance. _ 

Tax-Free Health Savings Accounts (HSA's}:'As part of the Medicare prescription drug- bill that 
.·President Bush signed into law last month, workers will now be able totake advantage of HSAs ,..,. · 
.fully portable, tax-free savings accounts that can be.usedtopay for.medical expenses ·incurred by: 
individuals, spouses, or dependents. ·Contributions fo Hs'As by individuals are deductible, even if 
the taxpayer does nor itemize, and contributions by an e1J1ployer gre not included inthe individual'.s .. · 
taxable income, · · · 
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sident.Bush .propos~ndividu~ls.whQset 
ccounts to deduct from theirtaxes 100% of the cos- ·­

of their health insura ··t11on of health insurance premiums, which will 
be availableto taxpayers whether or ot they itemize; will make health beverage more affordable 
for millions of Americans who do not get covera~ tGh their workplac;J( . 

>. The President also called on Congress toestablish refundable tax credits of up to $1 ~000 for· 
individuals and $3,000 for families to help low~income w s b y healthinsurance coverage .. 

io- · 

)'> The Presidentcalled for Congress to pass Associat Health Plans to enable small busfnesse~ to 
provide health coverage to more workers byallowing them to band together and negotiate lower · 
insurance rates. 

)'> President Bush proposed to double thebudget to$100 million for demonstration projects related to 
health information technology, which will save lives and help to reduce costs. 

Doubling Our Efforts to Expand Democracy •. • . . . .. .· r~ 'D) · ···. ..· · . . · 

. )'> TheN. ati.ona···I Endow·m·· en.tf .. o.·roemocra.cyL·B· ... )w·a··s.esta·b·lish·e· d. byCo. n.·g. re.s.·sdu·.·ring.the·R··.eagan 
Administration to expand democracy thro~t 7he world. Governed by.an independent, .. 
nonpartisan board of directors, the NED makes hundreds of grants each year tosupporf pro­
democracy groups in dozens of countries. The NED works in part through direct grants to NGOs 
and civil society groups fighting for democracy, human rights, religious tolerance, freedom of me 
press, and free elections. Last year, the NED budget totaled $39.6 million. The President called 
for doubling the NED budget, allocating the additional $40 million to programs in the Middle East. 

Helping Young Americans Make Healthy Decisions 

·};;>· · Addressing the National Challenge bf Teen Substance Abuse: Approximately 1.4 million American 
teenagers between the ages of 12 and 17 are in need of drug treatment, according to resear9h done by 
the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). Data also show that, .if a 

. child does not start using drugs in his or her teen years, he or she is much less likely to develop a 
substance abuse problem later. · · · 

.·· )'> In his State of the Union address, President &eige W. Bu~h announced ·a new initiative to help yqung 
Americans avoid being ensnared by addiction. His budgetfor FY2005 will include $25 million"-a $23 

m •. illio.n incre .. as~.·. forstudent .. drugtesting.·pr.ogra·m···grant~ .... ext.ending.·the b.en. efit .. s· .·of earl·y·. i.n· t·e~. .·· ·.o·n .·· 
· programs that have been proven in government, military, education, transportation, and priva .., ctor · ·· 

work·p···. lace·s···· ··T.· h.e P.res. ide. nt'.s an.ti-drug··· po. li.cie···.·s ar·~.· .. · rkin.· g.-. J··.u·s· ·t .. I· a .. st man. t.h .• a .... le.adi.ng.nat.ion s. u·rv. e. y · found.that 400,000 fewer drug users among 8th, 1 ~· nd 12th graders. This represents an 11% decline 
in· drug use among these age groups, ahead of th . resident's two~year goal of 10%~ ·. ·· · · . 

' . . ' . . 

.· ·)'> Encouraging Role Models.to Set a Good Example tot Young Athletes: President Bush called on 
America's major sports leagues and athletes to end the use of performance-enhancing drugs. Their 
.use by even a minority of elite athletes sets a dangerous example for the miHions of young Americans, 
encouraging young people to take dangerous risks with their health and safety. · · 

. White House Office of Communications 
1120/2004 
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> . The President will. ask these leagues and athletes to in)plement stringent drug policies .to set a.healthier 
and more positive example for America's young people. These policles will·also protect the integrity·of 
their sports and ensure the health and well-being of.athletes. · · · · 

), · Expanding Support for Teen Abstinence Prornoti~n: Each· year, three million Americ~n.teenagers 
.·. . · contracts~xually transmitted diseases, causing emotional harmand serious health consequences,·· .. · 

· .. even death. President Bush announced a new initiative to. educate teens and parents about the health . 
. risks associated with early sexual activity and provide the tools needed to help teens' make·responsiple '' '• 

:. ·choic~s. The President's Fiscal Year 2005 budgetwouldincr~ase th.e funding ;for.a,bstinence educaticm .. ·. 
programs to more than $270 million. President Bush also directed. the D,epartment' of Health and · 

· Human Services to develop research-based standards for model abstinence edt,Jcation curricula, and . 
~~llect~~re~v~ie~w of all Federal prograrnminrrfor youth. addressing teen pregnancy pr~vention, 
.· amHy planning~ :ST and HIV/AIDS prevention to ensure that the Federal government is sending the · 

~-·~.right messages to teens. He .also announced a public education campaign qesigned to help parents .·· 
•.communicate with their children about the health risks associatedwith.e~rly sexual activity. · ·.·· · 

Empowering Faith•Based and Community Charities to Help Those in Need · .. ··· ·. 

· ». Many faUh-based organizations that have been effectiye in serving the poor have; faced discrimination. 
· in their efforts· to partner With the Federal government. The regulatory reforms instituted by. President . ·· 
·· Bush in December, 2002 have remedied many of these problems; but should be protected by statute .. : · · 

. . ' . . . . . - . : ;· y .. '. ' 

·. » PresidenU3ush announced his intentto seek legislation to put into law the principle of equaltreatment 
for faith-based organizations in the Federal grants process and end discrimination-against these · 

... · ·•• c~arities. This legislation would ensure that more Americans in need would be able to.get vitalsocial · 
·, ' .· services from the country's r:nost effective charities, whether secular or faith-based organizations. ,. ' 

.· Protecting. Communities by Reducing Recidivism Among Returning l~rnates 

» · ;Some 600;000 prisoners who have completed their prison sentenceswill be releas~d this year. . . . .. 
·. · : , :Unfortuhateiy, many of them will return to prison after committing another crime·;,..· causing additidnal 

coststo themselves and society. To reduce the number ofthese prisoners committing new crimes, 
· President Bush proposed a Rian to ha mess the resources and experience of faith~based and · ·' 

community organizations.in.dealing with the. challenges of helping returning inmates.contribute to 
.. society. · · · · · · ··: . . . 

» . Through a collaboration with faith.,based and community organizations and. the Department of Lab,or 
,:, . (DOL), the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and the Department of Justice 

. · (OOJ), the initiative wouid address three key requirements for successful re,;ehtrY. of those who have .. 
. . paid their debt to society~ mentoring; transitional housing; and basicjob training· The . · ... · 

. President's FY 2005 budget will provide fundin~ for the firstyear of this four-yea , ·million initia 
. . ' ~ .· .. 

. . ·,··• 

.. .', ' ··.'·' 
-. ', 

White House offl~e of Communications ··. 
1/20/2004 
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that .individuals who buy catastrophic health care coverage, as part Of 
our new health savings accounts, be allowed to deduct 100 percent · 
of the premiums from their taxes. · · 

'.", ;: .· 
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. ~ . 

-. ·, ·. 
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New Initiatives in President Bush1.s State of the Union Address 
January 20, 2004 

. . . . 

Jobs ror the 21 It Cantu~ 

p.02 .. 

.:)- . America's growing economy is also a changi~g economy,. andPresident Bush wantS to make sure· 
Americans gain the skills needed in 01Jr new economy. President Bush announced Jobs tor.too · · 

.. . 21" Qintury~ a series or measures to improve high school education and to strengthen pbsF 
· ... ·.seqondary education and job training to better prepare workers for jobs in the·new·millennium ... · 

~ . President Bush wants to ~elp better prepare high schaol stu~erits to enter higher educcitio.n or the . 
workforce ... especially at a Ume when80o/ii of the f~$test-growing jobs in the U.S.requii:e some sort· 
of higher education after high school and many require m·ath and science skills. And, h~ wants to · · 
help current workers get the additior:ial training and skills thay'need to secure jobs in, high-growth 
industries. · · · · - · · · ·. · · · · · 

o President Bush's plan will impro11e 'ttiequa!ity of educa1ion at our Nation;s middle and high 
schools and better prepare students for success in higher educatiOn and the job market~ 
·including $100 minion to help struggling readers and $120 million to improv~ math · · 
learning. . . . · · ' · , 

o · The President's plan expands Adv~nced Plat'2ment prog·rams in low~income schools and 
invites professionals wittl private sector matltand science experience to teach part·time in 
our high schools. As an incentive for students to lake more dema~ding high.sthool . 
courses, it would provide larger grant.s for oollege under the Pell Gi$nt program .. · ., ·.· · · • · .. 

o The ~resident's Jo~s for fh$ 21st CentutY initia~e would also eXJ?~nd s~pport~ fk t-O V'tj'1 · · / 
Amenca's community colleges to help them train workers for the 1ndustrl9$ that am · · ·. ' · · 
creatin9the most new jobs. ltincludes a$250million proposal to fundpartnerships 
between community colleges and high demand job sectors. ba~ on successfUI pilot 

• . . ·. programs launclled by Preside+sh ~ ~co I ~ . 

MakinqHaalth Care More Affordable .L ~\I\ l'(oyu.~ an 

· · ) · Millions ofAmericans get health coverage through th.e workplace in part l?ecause; u~dercurrent ·. 
· ·. law; ao employe(s share 'of health insuranee premiums is exempt froi:n \Vort(.ers: federal income .. · . . · 

· and payroll taxes; BUt there are millions of Am$ricans who work in firms that do notsp0nsorhealth 
· · · eovenige~ receiving no deducUon for their health i~urance premiums ormedlcal expenses~ . 

> As part of the Medicare prescript!on drug bill that President Bush signed into law last month, 
. workers will now be able to take advantage of Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) - tax-free savings 
· .•... · accountS tha~ can be used to pay for medical expenses incurred by individuals, spous'es, or···.·. 

dependents. CMlributions to HSAs by individuals are deductible. even if the taxpayer does· not 
. .. · ltemize, .and oontributions by an employer are·not included in the individu~l'staxable income.· · 

. - :·· . ,, .. · . . .: -. ·_ . . ' .. 

·. ·> In his State of the Union Address, President Bush proposed gMng workers without.employe~~ · 
· sp0nsored health coverage who open Health S~vingsAGCounts (HSAs) tax b~netits sin'!ilar ~o ·. 
· tho5e who do. ·· · ·· 

~ .. 

Whlla l.(OM Ql!fte cf CtrmWriiailiaM ·. · 

·····@?··.· .. · 

·' ,.· 
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> The· President's proposal would allow individuals who purchase hlgh-decluc~ble insurance policies · . 
and open HSAs to deduct 100% of the cost of their Insurance premiums. Thi~ new deduction of ·. 

· . health insurance premiums. which will'be available to taxpayers whether or not they itemize, will . 
. ··• reduce the n~t cost ofnealth coverage by 10% or more for most taxpayers. HSAs will help 1he$e . 
· · · same families pay their rouijne medicahexpense$ and give them a tax-preferred means of sa\ling ·.·. · · 

forfiiture medical care: · · · · · 

· > · The President also proposed to establish refundable tax credits of up to $1.0oo forindividuals and 
· $3,0QO for families to help low-income worker$ buy health insurance cov(:!rage, Refundable tax 

credits wm make health insurance more affordable to millions of low·income Americ~ns'. .·And, the 
President want.9 lo enable small businesses to providEt he'a1th coverage to more workets.by . 

. banding together and negotiating lower insurance rates through Associalion Health Plans.·· 
.· : .· , . ·. ' .. . . 

. HalplnliLYoung Americans Make l::l!altby D-cisions 
• •• •• c 

. •' · .. ,·~ 

» Addrusing the National Chilienge of Teon Substan~e Abt.la.; According to re~earch:dohe by the, . 
. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), approximate1y·1 .4 rniUio~·.. · 
American teenagers betw~n the age~ of 12 and17 are in need of drug treatm~nt; Data alsoshoW> .. · ·· 

, that, ifa child does not sta~ using drugs in their teen years, he or she is much less.likely.to initiate or··: 
d'evetop a substance abuse problem later in life. · · . ·. · · , . . · · .. ·. 

. . . . . ; . . . .- ··' . 

> lri his State of the Union address, President George W, Bush announced a new initiative to help young 
. Ameiicans avoid being ensn~red by addiction. His budget for FY 2005 will indude S25 million for · · 
student drug testing program grantS, extending the benefits. of early intervention programs that have .. ·· 
been proven in government, military, education, tra11sp0rtatiori, and privatesectorwurkplaces( !he .. 
Presidellrs anti-drug policies are working -jusuasf month, a leading n~tional sur'\ley found that . , . . 
400,000°feWer drug users among B". 10" and 121" graders. This represents an 11% decline in ~rug ·. 
use among these age groups, ahead of the Presid~nrs two-year goal of 10% .. · .• · · · 

:·,,, 

> En.,ouRging Roi. MQdels to Set a. GotJtl Ex1mple lor. Young Athletes: In his S~te of lhe Union .... · ... 
. , address, Presid~nt George W. Bush called on America's major sports leagues to seriously addres:s ttre 
, use of both performance-enhancing drugs and illicifdrtigs by their athletes. The use of performance:. . : · 

. ··enhancing drugs and illlcit drugs by elite athletes sets a dangerous example for t~e ,l,illionsofyoung·. 
, Americans who look up to them. encouraging yaung people to take dangerous ris~s with their health · . 
and sE)rety. D.rug us~ also damages the credibilltY ofAmeiican .athletics both domesticallyand.abroa~; · 

. . . . . . . :. . . . ~' ·,. "' ' ,- . _.. . . ' ... 

·· :> . The President will ask theSe leagues to implement more stringent drug policie~ncJvd'ing eff~tive; .. " ··.· ... 
·, year•mund random testing programs-.to set a healthier and more posi~ve example for Amenc:a's ··· · . 

·young people as well as protecting lhe integrity of their sPQrts and ensuring the health and well·being of 
. .their athletes~ . · · 

· ~ · &P4ndlng Support for Teen Abstln•nr:e Prpmotfon: . Each year. 3 million American teenagers · . : · . 
. · . eontract sexually transmitted diseases, President aush announeed a new initiatlve to educate teens 

: \ : .. . . . . .. ' ·. ·. . . . · .. · . '· .. 
·· and parents about the health risks as~ciated with early sexual activitY and to provide tbe tools needed · . 
•·to help leens make responsible choices. The PresidenfsfiscaJ Year'2005 budget would «>w~le ~eS>..:.·'·'H:re 
.. ·funding for abstlnence education programs - from S135 mi/lien to $270 million. President Bush also, 

.·'··· ... ···· . . .· • .·, .· .. , ·A.:· . , 
. • O".'UC-e. ~If'\ 

:=: ·.·~·· .. ·· .. 

'.• .·. '··· ... ·.· .. 
- . . . . . · Wlrile HClliio Ofllce it Communica110rai ·· 

.. ·· .. · 
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directed the Department of Health and Human Services to develop scientifically-based standards for 
model abstinence education teachings 1 and he called for a review of an federal programming for youtli 
addressing teen pregnancy prevention, family planning, STD and HIV/AIDS prevention to ensure that. 
the federal government is not sending mhted or nega~ve messages to teens. He also announced a 
new public education c:ampaign providing youth and their parents with the tools they need to make 
responsible choic.es. 

EmpowerlnELFaith-Based and Community Charities to H&/p Those in Need 

> President Bush announced his intent to seek legislation to put into law the principle of equal treatment 
for-faith-based organizations in the Federal grants process and end discrimination against these 
charities. This legislation would ensure that more Americans in need would be able to get vital social 
. services from the country's most effeclive charities. whether they are secular or faith-based 
organizations, 

~ Many faith-based organizations that have been effective in serving the poor have faced discrimination 
in their efforts to partner with the Federal government The regulatory reforms instituted by President , 
Bush in December, 2002 h'!ve remedied some ofthese problems, but withourthe pennanenc:a of 
Federal statute, these reforms c:culd be short-lived, 

Protecting Communiti9! by Reducing Recidivism tynonqRatutning Inmates 

~ Some 600,000 prisoners who have completed their prison sentences will be released this year. 
Unfortunately, many of them will return to prison afte'r committing another crime_; causing addltianal 

· costs to society, To reduce the number of these prisoners c:amrnitting new crimes, President Bush · 
proposed a plan to harness the resources and experience of faith-based and community otganizations 
in dealing with the challenges of helping returning inmates contribute to society. 

'/ 

~ T~!Ough a collaboration wi1h faith-ba~ and community organizations and the Department of labor 
(DOL), the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and the Department of Justice 
(DOJ), ttie initiative 'NOuld address three key requirements for successful re-€ntry.of those who have 

· paid their debt to society - mentoring, transitional housing, and basic job training and placement. The 
President FY 2005 budget will provide funding ·for the first year of this four-year, $300 million initiative. 

P.04 
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--·--'--- :ii ' - -· ;.;t, • 

-----···---........ _ 01 /20/2Q_Q~_.9_~:23:35 PM 

Record Type: Record 

To: KarenS; Dooley/OMB/EOP@EOP,Richard W. Walker/OMB/EOP@Exchange@EOP 

cc: 
'Subject FYI: Edit on NED Piece for Fact Sheet 

· FYI: Below is what I sent back to Brian_ 

~-------~---~-------~-Forwarded by Karyn T, CarsonfOMB/EOP on D1/20/W04 03:22 PM--~~~-----------------~'-"---

-.... --~·• ~ , . 

~~.~~::.~:~· ,, '. ,--· -- ., ' I -·~')' .. ~ !:.£~!_&~~---........ -..... ,. . . -·-·--·-·-........... Q ~I?.Q!.?._0.9.4. .. !h'.:.?.2.~.?.~ .. ~ M 

Recore! Type: Record 

To: brian r .. besanceney/who/eop@exchange 
cc: 
bee: Records Mariagement@EOP 
Subject Edit on NED Piece for Fact Sheet 121 

Brian, 

RqbinCleveland has one edit on the NED piece. See below in red. 

Karen S. Dooley 

" , " ,, . 

Record Type: Record 

To:·. 
. cc: 

bee: 

8rianR. Besanceney/WHO/EOP@Exchange 
RichardW. Walker/OMB/EOP@Excharige@EOP, Karyn T. C;;irson/OMB/EOP@EOP 

. Subj~ct: 1_·11 check w/Robin Cleveland's office and OM. 8 will get back to you, R_ E: OMB (Jim. c_apretta's officel_ls 
faxing you comments on WH Staffing request: New Initiatives in President Bush's SOTU address. [1l 

From: Brian R. Besancensy/WHO/EOP@Exchange on 01/20/2004 03:06:57 PM 

From; Brian R. Besanceney/WHO/EOP@Exchange on 01/20/2004 03:015:57 PM 
I - . . 

. P.05 

Record Type: Record 

To: Kar<n .s. Oooley/OMB/EOP@EOP ·• .. /('). '· ._s __ .... · ... · .· 
cc: Richard W. Walker/OMB/EOP@E)(change ( .. __!/ 
Subject: R.E: OMB (JimCaprelta's office) is faxing you comments on WH Staffing request: New Initiatives in 

President Bush's SOTU address. 
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P .s, NSC proposes to add the following to the document - does this pass OMS muster? 

Doubling Our Efforts to Expand Democracy: The National Endowment for Democracy was establlshed by 
Congress during the Reagan Administratioh to expand democracy throughout the world. Governed by an 

· independent, nonpartisan board of directors, the NED makes hundreds of grants each year to support 
pro-democracy groups in dozens of.countries. The NED works in part through direct grants to NGOs and 
civil soeiety groups fighting for democracy, human rights, religious tolerance, freedom of the press,. and 

· free elections, and in part, through its four core institutes: the American Center for International Labor 
Solidarity <http://www.solidaritycenter.org> (ACILS),the Center for International Private Enterprise < 

. http://www.cipe:org> (CIPE), the International Republican Institute <http://www.iri.org>{IRI), and the 
·National Democratic Institute for International Affairs <http://www.ndi.org> (NDI). last year, the NED 
budget totaled $39.6 million. The President now calls for doublin . udge , eating the 

. additional $40 million to programs in the Greater Middle Ea , the lslamfo-world. · 

-----Orlgtnal Message--... 
From: Dooley, Karen s. 
Sent! Tuesday, January 20, 2004 2:59 PM 
To: Besanceney, Brian R-
ec: Walker, Richan;! W. . . 
Subjed: OMB (Jim Capret:ta's office) is faxing you comments on WH Staffing request; New Initiatives in Presidenteush's · 

SOTU address. · · 

cc:. Staff Secretary 
Rich Walker 

Thanks 
Karen x 59132 
Jim Capretta's office 

TOTAL P.06 
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_-- ·· ·· : NeW Initiatives in President Bush's State of the Union Address. 
January 20, 2004 · · 

·.· .. ·· 

Jobs for the 21st CentutY 

.--.- > . America's growing eGQnomy is also a changing economy, and President Bush wants to make sure · 
. Americans gain the skills needed in our new economy'. President 13ush announced Jobs for the . . 

· · · 21st Century- a series of measures to improve high school education and to strengthen post-·· 
secondary edt.1cation and job training to better prepare workers for jobs hi the, new millennium; ·. · 

• < • • ••• ~. : • • •• • • • • ' •• , ' •• • • t . 

· ~-- president Bush wants to help better prepare high s6hool stu~ents to enter higher education or the-_ 
workforce - especially at a.time when 80% of the fastest~rowing jobs in the U.S. require some sort · 

. . of higher education after high school ahd. many require math and science skiHs;b!~ he wants to 
· .. · ·. :~~;.nt YOlrl<ers get the addl#'al tralni~g and sl<ll~ Jhey need to secure jA'i~h-g~ ••..•. ··· 

: .. 0 ; President Bush's plan will improve the qualify of education at ourNation's middle and high ' 
schools and better prepare students for succe~s in higher education ~nd the Jotr market- · 

. including $100 million to. help struggling readers ~nd $120 millionto improve math. . .. 
. , .·--. , .. · . . ieaming. · · _ · . _ ... _ · -·· , · · 

._ o .. The-President's plan expands Advanced Placement programs. in low-incorne schOQls and 
.. invites professtonals with private sector math and. science experience to_ teach part-time _in 
. our high schools. As an incentive for students to take more demanding high school 

courses, it would provide larger grants for college under the PE!ll Grant program. · __ 
o The President's Jobs for the 21st Century initiative would also expand support for -· 

America's community colleges to help them train workers for the Inclµstrtes that are · 
c_reating. the m_ os_ _ _t new job_ s. · lt-inc~-ude · 2so_ m_ illion_ proposal to_ fUnd __ partnerships_.., '. · 
be~een community colleges and · e · and job sectors, based on successful pilot 
programs launched byPresident sh· · 002. _-•· · · · _- -- ---· -• . · . ·- · · ·. 
. . . . . . . ' . 

Making Health. Care More Affordable 

> Millions of Americans get health coverage through the workplace in part because, unde~cµrrent'. 
law, 'an ~mployer'S share of health insurance premiums is exempt from workers' federal income .. · 
and payroll ~axes .. But there are millions of Americans who work in firms that db: not $ponsor health · ·. · 

. coverage; receiving no deduction for their health insurance premiums or medic.al expen~es ... 

. ~ As part of the Medicare prescription drug bill that President Bush signed into law last month, · .-· · __ -· 
_ . wo~ers will now be able to take advantage of Health Savings Accounts· (HSAs} -tax~free savings._ . 
. account$ that can be used tO pay for medical expenses incurred by individuals, spouses; or . ·. .. 
· dependents. Contributions to HSAs by individuals are deductible, even if-the taxpayt!rdoes not· 

itemize, ·and contributions by an employer are not included ih the individuars·-iaxable income. · 
, . , r . . . . "·: •, ' :.· ·. : 

., . : : . ' ' ~ ' . .. " ... ·. . : ·. . . . . . . _:. :· : ,,· .:~·" 

> .- In his State of the Union Address, President Bush proposed givingwork~rs with6iJtemployer­
·spohsored health caverage who open Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) tax benefits similar to· · 

.. .those who do. . . . . ~- - . 

White Kouse .Office ol Conimunleal)ons 
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' . 
);;>- The President's proposal would allow individuals w.ho purchase high-deductible insurance policies 

and open HSAs to deduct 100% of the cost of their insurance premiums. This new deduction of 
health insurance premiums, which will be available to taxpayers whether or not they itemize, will 
reduce the net cost of health co~erage by 10% or more for most taxpayers. HSAs will help these 
same families pay their routine medical expense~ and g.ive them a tax-preferred means of saving 
for future medical care. 

> The President also proposed to establish refundable tax credits of up to $1 ,000 for individuals and 
$3,000 for families to help low-income workers buy health insurance coverage. Refundable tax 
credits will make health insurance more affordable to millions of low..:Jncome Americans. And, the 
President wants to enable small businesses to provide health coverage to more workers by 
banding together and negotiating lower insurance rates through Association Health Plans. 

Helping Young Americans Make Healthy Decisions 

~ Addressing the National Challenge of Teen Substance Abuse: According to research done by the .· . · 

.. _s. ubs .. ~ance Abuse and Mental H. e.alth Services.Adm.inistr~t.ion (SAMHSA), appro .. xim·. a. te. ly 1 .. 4· m. illio.n ·~· . . . 
American teenagers between the ages of 12 and 17 are in need of drug treatment. Data also show 
~h-~~!!_a child does not sta~ using drugs in ~teen years, he or she is much less likely to initiate or . 

. ~·a substance abus~ problem later in life'-~ ~ ~ · . ·.. • · .. 

> In his State of the Union address, President George W. Bush announced a new initiative to help young ? 
Americans avoid being ensnared by addiction. His budget for FY 2005 will include $25 million for "' 
student drug testing program grants, extending the benefits of early intervention programs that have 
been proven in government military, education, transportation, and private sector workplaces. The 
President's anti-drug policies are working - just last month, a leading national survey found that 
400,000 fewer drug users among 8th, 101h and 12th graders. This represents an 11 % decline in drug 
use among these age groups, ahead of the President's two., year goal of 10%. 

" 

> Encouraging Role Models to Set a Good Example for Young Athletes: In his State of the Union 
address, President George W. Bush called on America's major sports leagues to seriously address the 
use of both performance-enhancing drugs and illicit drugs by their athletes. The use of performance-
. enlicmcing ·drugs and illicit drugs by elite athletes sets a dangerous example for the millions of young 
Americans who look up to them, encouraging young people to take dangerous risks with their health 
and safety.·· Drug use also damages the credibility of American athletics both domestically and abroad . 

. ~· The Presidentwill ask these leagues to implement more stringent drug policie~including effective, 
year..:round random testing programg.:......to set a healthier and more positive example for America's 
young people as well as protecting the integrity oftheir sports and ensuring the health and well-being of 
their athletes. · . 

> . ·Expanding Support for Teen Abstinence Promotion: Each year, 3 million American teenagers 
contract sexually transmitted diseases. President Bush announced a new initiative to educate teens 
and' parents about the health risks associated with early sexual activity and to provide the tools needed 

· ·to help teens ma.ke responsible choices. The President's Fiscal Year 2005 budgetwould double the 
funding for abstinence education programs~ from $135 million to $270 million. President Bush also 
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directed. the Department of Health and Human Services to develop scientifically-based standards for 
model abstinence education teachings, and he called for a review of all federal programming for youth 
addressing teen pregnancy prevention 1 family planning, STD and HIV/AIDS prevention to ensure that 
the federalgovernmentis not sending mixed or negative messages to teens. He also announced a 
new public education campaign providing youth af'ld their parents with the tools theYneed tOmake · 
responsible choices. ,/ 

Empowering Faith-Based and Communi~Charities to Help Those in Need 

.. )> President Bush announced his intent to seek legislation to put into law the principle of equaltreatment 
for faith-based organizations in the Federal grants process and end dis.cMmination against these 
charities.This legislation would ensure that more Americans .in need would be able to getvital social 
services from the country1s most effective charities, whether they are secular or faith~based · · · 
organizations . 

. ~ Manyfaith-based organizations that have been effective in serving the poor have faced discrimination 
intheir efforts to paitne(with the Federal government. The. regulatory reforms instituted by President . 
Bush in December, 2002 have remedied some of t~ese problems, but withoutthe perrnanence of 
Federal statute, these reforms could be short-lived. · . . 

' . . . 

· Protecting Communities by Reducing Recidivism Among Returning Inmates , '· .•. 

. )> Some 600,000 prisoners who have completed their prison sentences will be released this year. 
Unfortunately'. many of them. will return. to prison .after committing anoth,er crime ..,. causing additional 
costs to society. To reduce the number .of these prisoners committing new crimes, President Bush 
proposed a plan to harness the resources and experience of faith-based and community organizations 
In dealing with the challenges of helping returning inmates contribute to society.. · 

> through a collaboration with faith-based and·commuhity organizations and the Department of Labor 
(DOL) 1 the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), andtheDepartment of Justice 
(DOJ), the initiative would address three key requirements for successful re-entry of those who have 
paid their debt to society- mentoring, transitional housing, and basic job training and placement The 
President FY 2005 budget will provide funding for the first year of this four-year, $300 million initiative. 
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. ' CLOSE HOLD WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM . 

·.Date: 01/20/04 9:30 AM ACTION /CONCURRENCE /COMMENT DUE BY: 01/20/04 1:00 PM . 

Subject: NEW INITIATIVES IN PRESIDENT BUSH'S STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS. 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT f8' 0 MARBURGER 0 

CARD rj' 0 MCCLELLAN 0 

BARTLETT if 0 MIERS [!if·· 

BOLTEN r!! 0 .. MONTGOMERY ~ 
CONNAUGHTON 0 0 POWELL 0 

FRIEDMAN ·~. 0 RICE 0 

GAMBATESA D D ROVE [ii' 

GERSON. 0 ~ SPELLINGS ~ . 

GONZALES ~ 0 CLERK 0 

GORDON 0 0 D 

HAGIN 0 0 0 

HOBBS liil" 0 0 

.KAVANAUGH ·~.D ~ .. ·· 0 

MANKIW ·~ 0 0 

REMARKS: . .. . . . . ··. . . . . ·. .. . · .. · .. · .. · 
PLEAE FORWARD COMMENTS TO BRIANBESANCENEY, EXTENS.ION 6-2948/FAX 6-2505, .BY 

· 1 :00 PM TODAY AND SEND A COPY TO THE STAFFSECRETARY. THANK YOU. 

RESPONSE: 

Brett Kavanaugh 
Assistanfto the·President 

. a net Staff Secretary 
· 'Ext. 62702 · 
FAX Ext. 62215 



. . . ' . 

New Initiatives in President. Bush's State of the Union Address 
January 20; 2004 

Jobs for the 21st Century 

~ America's growing economy is also a changing economy, and President Bush wants to make sure 
Americans gain the skills needed in our new economy. President Bush announced Jobs for the 

. 21st Century- a series of measures to improve high school education and to strengthen post;;. · 
secondary education and job training to better prepare Workers for jobs in the new millermium. 

. : . . ·. . . . . 
· · ·~. President Bush wants to hefp better prepare high schoolstudentsto enter higher educationor the 

workforce - especially at a time when 80% of the fastest-growingjobs in the U .. S. require some sort 
·of highereducation after high school and many require math and science skills. And, he wants to 
help current workers get the additional training and skills they need to secure jobs in high-growth 
industries. · · · 

o President Bush's plan will improve the quality of education at our Nation's middle and high 
schools and better prepare students for success in higher education and the job market -

· including $100 million to help struggling readers and $120 million to improve math 
learning. · · · 

o The President's plan expands Advanced Placementprograms in low-income schools and,·· 
invitesprofessionalswith private sector math.and science experience to teach part-time.in 
our high schools. As an incentive for students to take more demanding high school· 
courses, it would provide larger grants for college under the Pell G.rant program. 

o The President's Jobs for the 21s1 Century initiative would also. expand support for 
America's community colleges to help them train workersforthe industries that are 
creating the most new jobs. It includes a $250 million proposal to fund partnerships 
between community colleges and high demand job sectors, based on successful pilot 
programs launch~d by President Bush in 2002. . . . 

Making Health Care More Affordable 

);;> · Millions of Americans get health coverage through the workplace in part because, under current 
law, an employer's share of health insurance premiums is exempt from workers'Jederal income ... 
and payroll taxes. Butthere are millions of Arnericans who work in firmsthat do not sponsor health 
coverage,. receiving no deduction for their health insurance premiums or medical expenses . 

. ~ As part ofthe Medicare prescription drug bill .that President Bush signed into law last month, 
workers will now be able to take advantage of Health Savings Accounts (HSAs)- tax~freesavings· 
accounts that can be used to pay for medical expenses in.curred by individuals, spouses, or 
dependents. Contributions to HSAs by individuals are deductible, even ifthe taxpayer does not 
itemize, and contributions by an employer are not included in the individual's taxable income. . 

' . . .... . . 

. . . . 
M" - • 

~ In his State of the Union Address, President Bush proposed giving workers without employer~ 
sponsored health coveragewho open Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) tax benefits. similar to 
those who do. · · 

White House Office of Communications 



,,,··.The President's proposal would allow individuals who purchase high-deductible insuraneepolicies 
and open HSAs to deduct 100% of the cost of their insurance premiums. This new deduction of 
health insurance premiums, which will be available to taxpayers whether or notthey itemize, will 
reduce thenet cost of health coverage by 10% or more for most taxpayers. HSAs will help these . 

· · . same families pay their routine medical expenses· and give them a tax~preferred means ofsaving 
for future medical care. · · 

)I;. The President also proposed to establish refundable tax credits ofup to $1 ,OOOforindividuals and 
$3,QOO for families to help low-income workers bl.ly health insurance coverage. Refundable tax 
credits will make health insurance more affordable to millions of low-income Americans. And, the 
President wants to enable small businesses to provide health coverage to more workersby 
.banding together and negotiating lower insurance rates through Association Health Plans. 

Helping Young Americans Make Healthy Decisions . 

);;> Addressing the National Challenge of Teen Substance Abuse: According to research done by the 
Substance Abuse and Mentar Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), aRproximately 1.4 million · 
American teenagers between the ages of 12 and 17 are in need of drug treatment. Data. also show 
that, if a child does not start using drugs in their teen ye;:irs, he or ~he is much less likely to ihitiate or 
develop a substance abuse problem laterin life. . · 

)I;. In his State of the Union address, President GeorgeW. Bush announced a new initiative to help young · 
·Americans avoid being ensnared by addiction. .His budget for FY 2005 will include $25 millionfor 
student drug testing program grants, extending the benefits of early intervention prograrns thathave 
been proven in government, rnilitary, education, transportation, and private sector workplaces. The 
President'$ anti-drug policies are working..,. just last month, a leading national surveyJound that. · 
400,000 fewer drug users among a111, 10111 and 12th graders. This represents an 11% decline in drug 
use among these age groups, ahead of the President's two-year goal of 10%. 

)I;. Encouraging Role Models to Set a· Good Example for Young Athletes: In his State of the Union 
address, President George W. Bush called on America's major sports leagues to seriously address the 
use of both performance-enhancing drugs and illicit drugs·by their athletes. The<l.lseo.f performance-

. enhancing drugs and illicitdrugs by elite athletes sets a dangerous example for the millions of young 
Americans who look up to thern, encouraging young people to take dangerous risks with their health 
and S(!fety. Drug use also damages the credibility of American athletics both domestically and abroad. 

)I;. The President will ask these le.agues to implement more stringent drug policies...,.,.lntluding effective, 
year-round random testing programs-to set a healthier and more positive example for America's 

. young people as well as protecting the integrity of their sports and ensuring the health and well-being of 
· their athletes, 

. . 

);;> · Expanding Support: for Teen Abstinence Promotion: ·Each year,3·million American teenagers 
contract sexually transmitted diseases.· President Bush announced a new initiative to educate teens 
and parents about the.health.risks associated with early sexual·activity and.to·providethe tools needed 
to help teens make responsible choices. The President's Fiscal Year 2005. budget would double the 
funding for abstinence education programs - from $135 million to $270 million. President Bush also 
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directed the Department of Health and Human Ser\Jices to develop scientifically-based standards for, 
model abstinence education teachings, and he called for a review of all federal programming for youth 
addressing teen pregnancy prevention, family planning, STD and HIV/AIDS prevention to ensure that · · 
the federal government is not sending mixed or negative messages to teens. He a.Isa announc~d a 
new public education campaign providing youth and their parents with the tools they need to make 
responsible choices. · 

Empowering Faith-Based and Community Charities to Help Those in Need 

~ President Bush announced his intent to seek legislation foput into law the principle of equal treatment 
for faith-based organi~ations in the Federal grantswocess and end discrimination against these 
charities. This legislation would ensure that more Americans in need would be able to get vital. social 
services from the country's most effective charities, whether they are secular cirfajth-based · 
organizations. 

~ Many faith-based organizations that have been effective in serving the poor have faced discrimination · 
in their efforts to partner with the Federal government. The regulatory reforms instituted by President 
Bush in December, 2002 have remedied some of these problems, but without the permanence of 
Federal statute, these reforms could be short-lived. · · 

Protecting Communities by Reducing Recidivism Among Returning Inmates 

~ · Some 600,000 prisoners who have completed their prison sentences will be released this year.' 
Unfortunately, many of them will return to prison after committing another crime - causing additional . 
costs to society. To reduce the number of these prisoners committing new crimes, President Bush 

• ·•proposed a plan to harness the resources and.·experience of faith-based and community organizations 
in dealing with the challenges of helping returning inmates contribute to society, 

~ Through a collaboration with faith-based and community organizations and the Department of Labor 
(DOL), the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and the Department of Justice 
(DOJ), the initiative would address three key requirements for successful re-entry of those who have. 
paid their debt to society - ·mentoring, transitional housing, and basic job training and placement. The 
President FY 2005,budget will provide funding forthe firs~ year of this four-year, $300 million .initiative. 

White House Office of Communications 


	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-001
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-002
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-003
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-004
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-005
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-006
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-007
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-008
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-009
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-010
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-011
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-012
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-013
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-014
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-015
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-016
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-017
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-018
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-019
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-020
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-021
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-022
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-023
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-024
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-025
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-026
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-027
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-028
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-029
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-030
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-031
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-032
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-033
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-034
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-035
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-036
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-037
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-038
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-039
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-040
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-041
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-042
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-043
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-044
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-045
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-046
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-047
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-048
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-049
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-050
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-051
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-052
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-053
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-054
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-055
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-056
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-057
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-058
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-059
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-060
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-061
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-062
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-063
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-064
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-065
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-066
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-067
	t088-004c-0120-sotu-611294-4-20140126f-068

