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The ·State· of th'e Union 
~ ... 

· , .. - '< January 20., ;2004': : 
• ''H 0 •,: ':• ~ •'c»' ,;_,;.:·:,::..~ '. • • • • ' ' ' 

·_, ,· .... · 

In his State of the Union address, !?resident Bush discu~~ed the serious challenges facing our Nation and the steps we -.- ,_ ·. 
must take to niake America a niore secure; more prosperous and more_ hopeful country. Ove,rthe last three years, America· 

-- -has come togethe~ to overeome great challenges, andthe President;expressed·faith and .confidence in t_he American peopl~ _ 
>an~ our nation's future. Now the choice ls clear-to move for#ard on the path to freedom and prosperity; or.tq turnback to ·-.. __ 
the old policies and divisions of the past. ' . - ' . ,. . .--- --- - - ' -- '~- -· - ' - - -- -- -- -

· .. , . 

.. President Bush laid out clear goals for: the future, behind which all Americans can unite, and ~rged. the nation lo move -_-
forward with the work that still needs to be done>'. -- - -- -' ---- - - - -.-- ' - . ' .- -

-, . 
·. ':· 

,· :,w • 

-MakingAmerica·saferwith DecisiveAction to Win the War on Terr6r . -
',"\:, 

.,. ··~ . . . . .,, . ' 

-- . --- America is safer·today _because of the. decisive action and -leadership:: of .President Bu.sh. President Bush' Will never forget 
·-·the ·attacks of September t1. Although there has riot been a:successful:attack on.our· homelimd ifr28 moQths, the _ - _ _, 

Presidentwill ridt allow the nation to return to a sense offalse security and complacency as Jong as·-the terrorists. still . 
_ threatent.1s::: He called for: continued action at home ~nd abroad to defe·a~ the terrorists and_pu_rsue" a fq_r'Watd:strategy of 

___ -- freedorn to .P.romote democracy thrm.ighout the Middle East. · -- · · - -. ·· -
. . ~- .. 

- -~-- _ThePresidenfcalled on Congress to reriew the :Patriot Act, which provides law enforcement o,tficials with essential 
-toolsrie.eded to track down terrorists-before they strike. The RatriotACt allows investigators ~nd prQs~cutors to use--
laws originally designed to prosecute embe·zzlers and drug traffickers to bring international terrorists to. justice. It 

· __ alloWs federal law enforcementto better share information; frack t_errorists, disrupt_ their 9ells, afld seize their assets. --
,·~ . . ' ' : ,· :-~- - . 

-~-•- Americacontini.les to.wage; a relentless campaign agai~st terrorists who threaten our 9ount&. In this war, America -
: is taking the offensive, denying terrorists refuge, identifying and seizing th~ir finances, ?rid holding terrorists and 

: their sponsors to abcount. We have captured almosrtwo-thirds of.the knowri Al-QaidaJeaders; fnduding the 
mastermind of the September 11 attacks. - · .. __ - -- - ' · ·. _ - . ; . · - -- - -

·: -, ·,. .. ,_ 

. 6 Afghanistan, once ruled by'the brutal Tali bah f;egirne that sheltered Al~Qaicla, has adopted ·a new._•.--_·_· -_ -. 
constitution and is following the path of dernoc'racy,· including providing fundame,ntalrights::tq wo~en: "- ..... 

' 6 -. Libya has now pledged to disclose and dismantle 'all of its-weapons of mass destruction programs; -
o _' In Iraq,_ Saddam Hussein has been overth.rown ancfcaptured and the' enemies of freedom are beiing ._ _ _ 

-systematically routed from their holes and rounded lip; Iraqis are assuming greater-responsibility for their 
, own security and future government, and America and morethan 30 nation's are helping th~ lraqipeople 

make the transition to full sovereignty. by the end of June.. Although it is hardwork, we will stand by them -
as they complete the transition to dernocra9y. ·• · - - · , ,.' , _ - · 

-- » ··toe ~re~ident recognizes that different threats require diffe~~nt strategies. He ,is working: with otheMh~iions to _ -_ 
ensure that North Korea and Iran a~andon their nuclear arf!bitions and join-the world >Gornmunity in preventing the : 
spread-ofdangerous weapons. - · - · ___ - . __ -- - · ·-· - -- - -- - · · _ .· -

-. ---·- _ ·~:.America's actionswill resuit in the spread of democracy inthe Middle East~ an irnpoitanfstep that will provide an_ 
_ . .:alternative to terror and violence. To further encourage the progress of democracy, President Bush is calling for;a -

· -· _ - ·_doubling of support for the National Endowment for Democracy, and Jocusing its ·new work .on. the development of 
--•-··--·free elections; free markets;_ free press, andfree labor unions'inth_e Middle East. - :·_- - . .- · -- - · · · 

' · .. ' . . . . . ' . ·~ -'· /' 
.: ~'· ' : :' . ' : '. ,: .' 

:-!, <.': / .• ·, ' 

··.·,. 

•,, 
.. ·, .. 



-·-.,-

:· .. ··. 
. ,t ·. ~ . 

.. :.» . ' .. ~ n···· 
I .. • KeeJin~'.A~ericil ~n .r:~ir fora More Piosperous Future. · · 

•c·. ', • 

.• t· "" 
(. ' . 

·The last threeJears have revealed the fund~mental strengths ofAmefica's economy;. Despite the unprecede.nted ec6nomic· 
shocks of recession; the September 11 attack~; corp9rate scanqals a.ndwar,Am'erica's·econornyJs.ooJrackfo(recovery • ·. · · .· 
arid sustained job creation: . . ' '' ' . . . . ' ' ' ; : 

.·,. .. ,··:.;:-

' );;> ... ·· .. The .tax relief proposed and signed into law· by President Bush:w~s the right acticm at. foe right time for our . 
· econorn·y .. Thistaxreliefdoubled.the.child tax credit; reduced the marriage penalty;.phased OLJtth~,d~ath tax;: .. ;: ··.····· 

'<. · 1owered taxes on.· capital .gains, stock dividends, .and small businesses to create incentives forjobcreation; and.' . ', 
· lowered;taxesforeveryAmerica_nwhopaysincometaxes ... ··. • . · .. ·· .. · · · .. · · · ·· · ....• · .·· ... 

);>: The results of this decisive action are dear .. Econom.ic g~owth in the 3rd quarterof 200$ an9 new homeC.ori.strudion« 
',the highest inalmost20 years; homeownership levels are.at historic highs; manufacturing:·activitY,isincr~asing;,-
' .inflation and interest rates are low; and a quartet million jobs were- created in the last h_alf 6t2003. .. '. .. .· '• . .,, ' ' 

);>. President Bush called on Congress to enable these positive economic trends to continue by making thetax.relief · -· · 
··.. permanent ~so families and bu~inesses can plan and invest forth_e.'future.. ~ > , . · · .: · · 

. . . ,.· . .· .. . 

.. H(itlping Ameritans Access High~Demand:Jobs: America's economy is growing but itis aiso changin'g, an'd if is more: .. 
. · ·· -; importantthanever lha(Americans have· the education and training rieed~dtosucceed_ in the new.:millennium The No . 

f · Child LeftBehindAct is bringing important reforms to America~s schools by insisting oh sta-hdard$ and ~ccounfabilityJor 
results.: There are substantial,resourcesavailableto implement these reforms, andPresiaenl Bu·s'hwill fight any effort tq 
undo them. · .. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · - « ·I • · ,. · · · • • • 

·.·.r· ...... ·. 

- " . ~ ... Many;olderstudents and current.workers will also need bstrengthenth~ir skills to compet~:tohh~ jobs: of ·.. ,; · . 
' JomorroW, President Bush proposed a seri~s of meas·ures c;alledJpbs for the 21s1. Centuty.- designed tq provide 

· · · extra help to middle- and high· school students whOfall t;>ehirid in reading and math, ~_xpandAdv~ncedPlacernent 
'.' •, programs in low-income. schools, and invite math and .science professionals from the :private sectqr;td teach. part~ 
time in' high schpc;ils: . . . . ' ... ' ·. . ' ' ' . . , ., .. ' . ' ' . ' . 

· );> , The. President's Jops for the 21st Century in itiative'WiJ I· also'. provide ·larger Pelf Grants fofstuderits who prepare for 
. college with demanding courses in high school. lfincreases·sµpportfor Arperioa\communi,ty Qolleges tb er:iable ·· \ . 

- . - : themt9Jrain workers for the industries that are Creating ,the mOstn~wjops. . . ' .. - . 
:,. ' ·:'.·,,.";.·'.:'·.: .. 

· •. ·'· 

Sustaining Economic Growth: To help sustain America1s eqonomic recovery,· President eush called· an Congress to-pass· 

..... 

legislatiqrito streamline federal regulations, protect employers from junk lawsuits, ensure an affordable and relia,ble Supply . « .· . < · 

Of energy; and give younge~ workers an opportunity to sefaside a portion oftheir s'ocial Security taxes in personal ; I .•.. , 

retirement accounts. He also µnderscored his commitment to fiscal :respdrisibility by announcing that his FY 2005 budg'et 
·•· will hold discretionary spending growth to less· than 4 %; keeping Ar:nerica on track to culthe. d.ef[cit in· half in five years. · .' 

.:·: ·.' •· •. - :: • •• « i _ .. ; .· ·' '' > . . ·. _,· - .,, ... , - ':- : ~ ·.. .. . .,· .:. ~- .· .. ' .·:· ,·,. : ~ .· ..... ; 
- ·•·. ' 

. Strengtheni~g Health C~re· for Millions of Americans: PresidenrBosb urged Congress fo'extend.the benefits of modern · 
medicine. thmug~out our country and tak~ action to help: control the rising costs of medical care. and give' mote' Americahs .. ··.·· 
access to health insurance. . ·, . ' ' . . . . ' .. ' "' . . ·' ' 

. ;>l :: . .) 
1·· ... ·.:.·. ·.,. 

· ~trenglhenjn-gMedi~~re: Just.lastmon:th, President Bush.si,gned legislation to.strengthenMedicare and add a.··. 
prescription. drug benefit, keeping a commitment to seniors to.help them afford the medicines they need, . .: ··. .. . · . .··• 

. . < ·· > 'Starting.this year, -seniors can choose to receive a drug discountcard that wilf:save t0-25% o~ th~ retail pric~ of . 
. 'most· pr~scriptkmdrugs ~and milfons of low~incoi:ne. seniors can get an additional $6'00 to buy ·medicine ... ··; •. · · ·· · 

· · > Beginning ne~t year, seniors will have new cover~gefor preventiye screenings againstdiabete.s .and .heart disease, 
.. ·. .··· ·:and seniors just entering Medicare can re6eivewellness exams. ..· . · _ . , . ·. ·.... . . .: . . ..· .·. .._. · . ·· ...•. ··. · 
··.~·.In January of 2006, seniors can get prescription cove·rage:undetMedicare. For a monthly premium.of about $35, • 

· .. most seniors'.·who do not have pres.criptiondn.tg coverage will see theirdrLig bills.cut roughlyin half. "Seniors will be: . 
. : . -ablefo keep Medicare just as it 'is today; or choose the Medicare plan that fits. them· b~st .-:- ~imil'C!r. toJh~ :he.alth c_a~e . ·. 

·. ·.··.· .. ·. :choices offeredto•Members.of Congress;·, .. · •. ·· ... · . · <. >' ' .. ·· - ·.. ·. : •. ; • ...... -.· :·•· .·· .. · .... · .. ·.:. ··:. ·· .. 
. · ··• ·· ~ . ·. Presid~nf Bush· V1ill veto any effort to take thi.s prescription· drug coverage away from s'ehiors;and. lirnittheir.choices, •. · .· · 

... ' ,; .. 
.; .'. :. 



' . ' ' ' 

. Increasing HealthCare Affordability and Coverage:· President Bush is concerned about the risingcostofhealthcate 
and. helpingAmericanstoafford health care coverage that bestmeetstheir needs .. The President rejects the notion pf a • 
government-run health· care system as some have proppsed. · He outlined aseries of steps for making health insurance 
moreaffordable and accessible, including: . . · ·. ·.· · .·· . ··.··· . · . ·. . . . ..·· .. . . . . ·.· · 

);;> Enabling small businesses to band together and negotiate for lowe(insurance rates, covering more workers with 
health insurance, through Association HealthPlans, .. · . ··· · · · . ..· . · 

);;> . Giving lower-income Americans a refundable tax credit sornillions can buy their own basic health insurance 
coverage. . . . 

> Computerizing health records toreduce costs, improve care, and lower the risk of medical mistakes. · . . 
);;> Eliminating frivolous rnedical lawsuits thatdamagethe doctor-patientrelationship and keep good doctorsfrom 

taking new patients. · . · .·. · · · .. · ·.. . .. ·. .. •.. . . . .· · ·· · .. ·. . • •. •· 
);;> Allowing individuals to set asi~e money taxfree in new Health Savings Accounts and to deduct100% of the . 

premiums for catastrophic health insurance fron:i their taxes. · · 

Building a Better and More Compassionate America for All 

);;> Dufingthistime of great change in our nation, the President spoke to·the importance ofpreS~rving the time.less · .·· 
v.alue~ and vital· institutions that continue to rriake America ~trong-like families, sctmols, and religious ... 
congregations. . . 

>: The President.proposed several new steps to help young Americans make responsible choices. 
. . . . 

· o Drug use in high .school has declined by 11 percent over the past two years.and 400,000 feweryoung · 
people are ~sing illegal drugs than in. 2001. The President's FY 05 budget will include nel}lfunding to 

. continue our aggressive, community-based strategy to reduce demand for illegal drugs- as wellas an 
increase of$23 million for schools that wa.nt to use drug testing as a tool to.save children's. lives. . 

o To ensure that role models do noLsend .the wrong message about substance abuse to millions of American 
children, the President called on America's professional sports leagues and their unions to take>decisive 

· action to address the problem of illegal·steroids. .·. .. . . . . . .·. · . ·.··.... .· .· .. ··.. · 
.o·. At a time when 3 million American teenagers contract sexually transmitted diseases eachJear,.the 

· President proposes a new grassroot~ health campaign to inform teens and parents of the risks - and a 
doubling of federal funding for abstinence education programs. · · · 

);;> · pefending the Institution of Marriage: The President also called for ffprincipled stand fo defend the institution of 
r:narriage against activist judges who· redefine marriage by court order..:. without listening to the voices of the elected· , 
represe~tatives of the people. · 

);;> .Faith~andCommunity-Based Groups: The President isfully committed to empowering more of America's faith- · 
· ··. and cpmmunity~based charities to address some of our toughest.social problems.and help those. mostin need. He 

proposes to codify the executive order h~ signed that ends federal discrimination against these groups. And he 
announced a new plan to bring local and faith-based groups togeth.er with federal agencies to help recently 
released• prisoners ma_ke a successful transition backto society - reducing the chance that they will be arrested 
again; This 4-year, $300 million initiative will prpvide transitional housing, basic job training; and mentoring. 

. ·" . ,,- ' ',· .•., - . .. ' ., 

.. · President Bush described the state of our .U.nipn as confidentandstrongan9 wged al I Americans to'move forward <;ind .. 
complete the important work ahead. · J · · • 

. :- ~.\ 

White H9u'se Office of Comrtiunications 
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EYES ONLY. 
SS/ RM NO. ~LU~t MULU 

WHITE HOUSE STAFFINGMEMORANDUM 

Date:. 01-20-04 3:15 pm ACTION I CONCURRENCE I COMMENT DUE BY: . 01-20-04 q6:00 pm 

Subject: FACT SHEET: THE STATE OF THE UNION 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT e D MARBURGER D D 

.. CARD ~ D MCCLELLAN D lit' 

BARTLETT Iii' D MIERS lit D 

BOLTEN Iii' D MONTGOMERY £ii'. D 

CONNAUGHTON D D POWELL D D 

FRIEDMAN Cir D RICE ~ D 

GAMBATESA D D ROVE [i' D 

GERSON . D Gt-' SPELLINGS if . D 

G,ONZALES ~ D CLERK D [l 

GORDON (i;I' D D D 

HAGIN D D D D 

HOBBS ~ D D D 

KAVANAUGH (il D D D 

MANKIW [JI' D D D 

REMARKS: 
PLEASE FORWARD COMMENTS TO BRIAN BESANCENEY, EXTENSION 62948/FAX 62505, BY 
6:00 PM TODAY AND SEND A COPY TO THE STAFF SECRETARY. THANK YOU. 

RESPONSE: 

.EYES ONLY 

ClOSEHOLD 
Brett Kavanaugh 

Assistant to the President . 
and Staff Secretary · 
. Ext. 62702 . 

FAX Ext. 62215 
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The State of the Union 
January 20, 2004 

In his State of the Union address, President Bush discussed the serious challenges facing our Nation and the steps we · 
must take to make America a more secure, more prosperous and more hopeful country. Over the last three years, America 
has come together to overcome great challenges .. and the President expressed faith and confidence in the American people 
and our nation's future. Now the choice is clear - to move forward on the path to freedom and prosperity, or to tum back to 
the old policies and divisions of the past. . · · 

President Bush laid out clear goals for the future, behind which all Americans can unite, and urged the nation to move 
forward with the work that still· needs to be done. · 

Making America Safer with .Decisive Action to Win the War on Terror 
- ' . ~ . ' 

America is safer today because of the decisive action and leadership of President Bush. President Bush will never forget ·. 
the attacks of September 11. Although there has not been a successfal attackon our home.land in 28 months, th~ 
President will not allow the nation to return to a sense of false security anc:Lcomplacency asJong as the terrorists still 
threaten us. He called for .continued action at home and abroad to defeat the terrorists and pursue a forward strategy of 
freedom to promote democracy throughout the Middle East. · · · 

'" ~ 

~ The President called on Congress to renew the Patriot Act; which provides law enforcement officials with essential 
tools needed to track down terrorists before they strike. The PatriotAct allows investigators and prosecutors to use 
laws originally designed to prosecute embezzlers and drug traffickers to bring internatio~al terrorists to justice. It 
allows federal law enforcement to better share information, track ter'.orists, disrupt their cells, and seize their assets. 

~ America continues to wage a relentless campaign againstterrorists who threaten our country. In this war,· America 
·is taking the offensive, denying terrorists refuge, identifying and seizing their finances, and holding terrorists and 
their sponsors to account. We have captured almost two-thirds of the known Al-Qaida leaders, induding the 
mastermind of the. September 11 attacks. 

o Afghanistan, once ruled by the brutal Taliban regime that sheltered Al-Qaida, has adopted a new 
constitution and is following the path of democracy, including providing fundamental rights to women .. 

p Libya has now pledged to disclose and dismantle all of its weapons of mass destruction programs . 
.. o In Iraq, Saddam Hussein has been overthrown and captured and the enemies of freedom are being 

systematically routed from their holes and rounded up. Iraqis are assuming greater responsibility for their 
own security and future government, and America and more than 30 nations are helping the Iraqi people 
make the transition to full sovereignty by the end of June. Although iti.s hard work, we will stand by them · 
as they complete the tran.sitionto democracy. · 

~ The President recognizes that different threats require different strategies. He is working with other nations to 
ensure that North Korea and Iran abandon their nuclear ambitions and join the world community in preventing the 
spread of dangerous weapons. · · · · 

~ America's actions will result in the spread of democracy inthe Middle East - an important step thatwill provide an · 
alternative to terror and violence. To further encourage the progress of democracy, President Bush is calling for a 
doubling of support for the National Endowment for Democracy, and focusing its newwork on the development of 
free elections, free markets, free press, and free labor unions in the Middle East. 



[ :••~ng America o=k for a :Prosp:u:wre 
The last three years have revealed the fundamental strengths of America's economy. Despite the unprecedented ecohomic 
shocks of recession, the September 11 attacks, corporate scan<;lals and war, America's economy is. on track for recovery 

· an9 sustained job creation. · · ·. · · · 

~ The ta)(relief proposed and signed into law by President Bush was the right action at therighttime for our 
economy. ·This tax relief doubled the child tax credit; reduced the marriage penalty; phased out the death tax; 
lowered taxes on capital gains, stock dividends, and .small businessesto create inc~ntives fqr jc;>b creation; and 
lowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes. · · . . · . · · 

~· The results of this decisive action are clear. Economic growth in the 3rd quarter of 2003 and new home construction 
the highest in almost 20 years; homeownership levels are 9t historic highs; manufacturing activity is inqreasing;· . 
inflation and interest rates are low; and a quarter million jobs were created in the last half of2003. 

~ President Bush called on. Congress to enable these positive eco11omic trends to continue by .making theJax relief 
permanent ... so families and businesses can plan and investforthe future. · · 

. . . ,', . ' . . 

.. Helping American~ Access High-Demand Jobs: America's economy is growing but it.is also changing, and it is more · 
·important than ever that Americans have the education and training needed to succeed in the new millenl1iuni. The No·· 
Child .. L.eft Behi~d Acfis bringing important reforms to America's schoqls by insisting. on standards and· accountability Jar 

·· results'. Jhere'.are substantial respurces available to implementJhese'reforms, and President Bushwill fightany effort to 
undothem. · · 

.. > Many oldef students and current workers will a.Isa need fo strengthen their skills to compete for the jobs of . ··. 
·tomorrow. President Bush proposed a series ofmeasµres called Jobs for the 21~1. Centuty-designedJo provide 
extra help to middle- and high school students who fall behind in reading and math, expand AdvancedPlacement 
programs in low-income schools, and invite math and science professionals from the private sectof to teach part-
Urne in.high schools. . ... ·. . . ·.·.· . ··· .. ·. ··. · ··. ·.· . . . ·. . ·•. · . 

. ~ . The President's Jobs for the 21st Century initiative will also provide larger Pell Grants for students who prepare for 
college With demanding courses in high schooL It increases support for America'.s community colleges to enable . 

· them to train workers for the industries that are creating the. niostnew jobs. 

Sustaining Economic GroWth: To help sustain America's economic recovery, PresidentBushcaned on Congress to pass . 
. legislation to streamline federal regulations, protect employerstrom junk lawsuits, ensure an affordable and reli.able supply . 
of energy,. and give younger workers· an opportunity to set aside a portion of their Social Security taxes in personal . 
retirement accounts. He also underscored his commitment to fiscal responsibility by announcingthathis FY 2005 budget 

. will hold discretionary spending growth to less than 4%,keeping America ontrack to cutthe deficit in half in five years.·. 

Strengthenin'g·Hea/th Care for Millions of Ameri~ans: PresidentBush urged Congress to extend the benefits of modern 
. medicine throughout our country and take action to help control the rising costs of medical care and give more Americans 

access to health insurance: 
. . . ~ - . . 

Strengthening Medicare: Just last month, President Bush signed legislation to strengthen Medicare and add a 
prescription drug benefit, keeping a commitment to seniors to help them affordthe medicines they need ... ·. ·. . . . . . ·. . 

~·. Starting this year, seniors can choose to receive a drug discount card that will save 10~25% off the retail price of 
most prescription drugs - and millions of low-income seniors can get an additionaL$600to buy medicine. 

> Beginning next year, seniors will have new coverage for preventive screenings against diabetes and heart disease, 
and seniors just entering Medicare can receivewelfness exams. · · · ·. ·. .·. ·. .. . .. · 

~ In January of 2006, seniors can get prescription coverqge under Medicare. For amonthly premium of about $35, 
most seniors who do not have prescription drug coverage will see their drug bills cut roughly in half, .·Seniors will be. 
·able to keep Medicare just as it is today, or choose the Medicare plan that fits them best.:... similar to the· ~ea Ith c(lre 
choiq~s offered to Members of Congress. .· ·. ·. . . . .. .. .. . ·· 

~ President Bush will veto any effort to ta.ke this prescription drug coverage away from seniors and limit their choices. 



. ; : ·~ 

' ·. . · .· ,.;reasi~g ~e@tth Cira Affordability and Cov8rage:Pre~id~nt B•sh is ron~med about fue risirig ~~t of hea~care 
· and helping Americans to afford health care coverage that bestmeetstheir needs. The President rejects the notion.of a . . . > · 

.··, gqvernment;run healthcare system as some have proposed. He outlined a series of steps formakirlg health.insurance: .. · ·· 

' . ., 

\. 

· more affordable and accessible, including: . · · ·. · · · : -" . . . 
· ,.>: .. E!nabling smallbusinessestoband togetherahdnegotiateforlower insurance rates, covering·mor~'Norkers with'. 

·· . health insura'rice;Jhrough Association Health Plahs. . . ·. · · · . · · . ·. · · • · · . · ·· 
· .. > ·.Giving lower-income Americans a refundable tax credit so millions c:an buy their ·awn basic health insurance 

. ··· coverage; ·. · .. · · ··· · .. . ... · ... ·. · · . · . · . · ·· . ·· · · ..• · :· · · ·. · .·. · ·. 
~· Computerizing health records to reduce costs, improve care, and.lowerthe risk of medical mistakes,. ·· . · ·. · 

.·· ~·-. Elimi8ating frivolous medical lawsuits that damage the doctor~patient relationship and. keep good doctors Jrom ·. · 
.taking new patients. · . . . ·. .. . . . . : .. ..:. . .· 

· · ~ Alla.wing individual~ to ·set aside money tax free in new.Health Savings Accounts and'to deduet 1:09% ofthe:._. 
. . .. premiums for catastrophic health insurance from .their taxes; . . . .· : . .:. ' 

" • . ·' • . . . . .. • ·•. ··, / '. • . " ~. '~ ! .I· ~.,. 
·•;: 

Building a· Better and More. Compassionate America for All·. ·· ; .... .,. 

··• -~ During this time of great change in our nation, the: P,residerit spoke to the importance of preserving the timeless · . 
. .values.and Vital institutions that continue to make Amerfcastrong>likefamilies, schools; and•religious... ·, · 
· ·congregations;. ·· · · . .. 

·.~. ·> . .. . ·. '.'' :, .: :~:·· ; < 

: ~ 'The President proposed several. new steps to help :young Am~ricans make responsibl,e choices: · 

· : » . ·oefending the Institution of· Marriage; The President. also calledfbr a principled stand. to defend' the institlltitm of, · .. ·. 
· .· " ·.marriage against activist judges who redefine marriage by court order~ without listening to the voices of the.elect~d 

.. : representatives of the people. . . . -;· .·' . . . ' . ; .. > 
.,; .. : 

. ~.... F,aith~ an~ C9mm~nity-Based Groups: .·The Preside,nt is fully committed to empoweri9g mor~ ·of Arn,eric~'s faith-.· .. ,, 
···,· · ·a,nd community-based· Gharities to address some of bur tQughest social problem~ and help tho~~ most in ·neect He 

.·· · . proposes tocodify the execu.tive order he sign~d that ends federal discrimiriafion:,againsfthese groups;. And he · . 
. anno4J1ced a new planto bring· local and faith;,,based groups together with federal. agencies to help recently · · 

· <··< .. released prisoners make a successful transition back to·society- reducing the chance that tbey.·willbe arrested · .. · ..•. · . 1 
· ... agairt; This 4-year, $300.mlnion initiative will provide transitio.nal housing, basicjobtraining; and mentoring.········ .·: ;._·.·.····. -... 

. • . . . P~esid~nt Bush desctibed the state of our Union as eonfident and strong ahd. urged all Ameritaris'fo rnove'f6rward and ·• · . . . 
complet~ the imp()rtant work ahe~d; . . . . . .. . ~· .. ·· . •, . . . . > 

. .. ... ~ 

·.· .··, .. 
. .. . . · 
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Th.e State of the Union 
'January 20, 2004 · .. , . 

In his State.ofthe.Union address, President Bush discusseq the serious challenges, fac;ingour Na,tion ar1d.the·steps we. 
rn.usttaketo make America a more secure,.more prosperous andrT1ore·hopeful.country. ·.Over.the last thr~eyears;·America; 
has come together to overcome. great· challenges,·· and the President expressed fait~ and corifidehce .!n the Americap peqple 
and our nation's future. Now the choice is clear "-to move forward cm the path tofreedoinandprosperity, orto tum~backto · 
the old polic;ies·and divisions .of the pa~t. . · · · · · .· · · · · . . ·. · · · 

· Presi~erit Susb laid out clear goals for the future; behind which all Americans can unite; and urged·the nationto move 
forward with t~e workthat still needs to be done. , · · · · 

·, 

Making America Safer·wiih.DecfsiveAction to Win theWar'onJerror 
. ·'·. 

. : ' . . ~. ·..: .. · .. 

America is safer today because of the decisive action and leadership of President Bus.h. Presid~nt Bush will never'forget 
. the attacks of -September 11. Although there has not been a successful attack on our homeland in 28 months, the 

Presidentwill not C:lllow the nation to :return to a sense of false security and complacency as long as the'terrqris!!tstm · .. 
threaten us-:· He.cafled for continued action at home ahd abroad.to defeat the terrorists. and plH'Sue a for\Vard strategy of' 
freedoll)td pr9m,0te:democracythroughoutthe Middle E~st,. · · · · · · · · · ,,· 

~· . .· " ·.,.,. ' 

.. :· .•· 

·· . > The Pr~sident called on Congre~s to renew the Patriot Act; whi~h ~ro~ides law enfor,cement offidals with essential· •. · 
tools needed to track down terrorists before they strike. The Patriot Acfallows investigators and,prosecutbrs. to :use 

· laws originally designed to prosecute embe:zZlers and drug traffickers to bring intemationaFterrorists to justice, It , 
, allows federal.law enforcement to better share informatiori,·track terroiistsi disrupt their cell~. am;l·seize their ~ssets, · 

·, ··> America continues to wage a rel~ntless campaign against terrorists whoJhreaten ourcO~htry. lnthiswar,America 
Is taking. the.offensive, denying terrorists refuge, identifying and. seizing their fi,nances, and':holding terrorists. and• 

· : , their sponsora to account. We have captured alroosttwo-thirds of the known Al~Qaida leaders; i.fJcludirig the 
mastermind of t~e September 11 attacks. . . . . .·. · ·· ,i , · : ,, -. · -. :c, . 

: ';, .: . .-;\ . ... , 
o Afghanistan, once ruled by the brutal Taliban regirriethatsheltered Al-Qaida; has adopted anew·· . .· .. 

constitution and is following the pa,th of democracy/including prqviding fund~mental. rights .ta wt>men ... · · · 
· o ·Libya has now pledged to disclose and dismantle all of its weapons of mass destruction programs'. · ... · 

o . In Iraq; Saddam Hussein has been overthrown and captured and.the enemies_of,freedom ar~ befhg . , 

. :../ •' 

csystematicaUy routed from·theirholesand rounded up. Iraqis are assuming greater responsibiHty fortheir 
· own security and future government; and America and more than 30 nations are helping theJraqi peopl~ ·· 

.. make thetransition to full sovereigntfby the end of June. Although it is hard work, We will stand by them· · 
.•. ~•· . as they complete the transition to democ;ra.cy. ·· · · · · · · · · ··· · 

";:··- · . 

. · ... ' ~ The .President recognizes that different threats .require differe~t strategies, He is working. with' other natibns' to ' '' 
·. , · · · .·•. \ ensure that North Korea and Iran abandon theit nuclear ambitions andjoin the. world comm unify in preventing. the 

' .. spread ofdangerous weapons. •' - · .. ' ' . ' ,·· . ' ' '' .,, ' ' .... · . ' ... ' ,. ' . " 
'' "' ' . ' ' ( . 

. . , > . A~~rica's action.s'wfifresult in the spread of ~demo~racy.in the: Middle East .... an 'lmportaht step th~fwillprovide an 
· • ' , alternative to terror andviolence.' To furtherencourage the progress of demo~racy, President Bu$h)s calling for a · 

•doubling of support for the. National Endowment for Democracy, and focusing its new work on the development of 
· .free~le,ctipns; free markets.free press,·and free labor unions ii)' the Middle East.· · , · · .·· .;: ;.' 

• ·or . . . , .· . . • - . . • ·. , ' .. : .. · . ·> 

.. · ~ ·, ·-

<",,,· . 
. 1··· 

· ... · . 

. , .. · 
; . '~ 

::, ..... 

. ·.·.,_ 

:: .. 

., ,, '·. . . :,1 .. ; . ··,. '.; -::::;·'·.· 

.. -:. ·.-,· ..... 



nA· . ·. . T· .. k, M. p. · 
· · "eepmg menca on , rac 1or a ore rosperous Future 

' ' 

The last three years have revealed the fundamental. strengths of America's economy: Despite the unprecedented economic· 
shocks .of recession, the September 1.1 attacks, corporate scandals and war, America's economy is·on track forrecovery. · 
andsustainedjobcreation. · · · ·· · 

' ' ' 

> The fax relief proposed and signed .into law by President Bush was the right action at the right.time for our .. 
economy. This tax relief doubled the child tax credit; reduced the marriage penalty; phasedoutthe death tax; 

· lowered taxes on capital gains, stock dividends, and small businesses to create incentives forjobcreation; and 
lowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes. • .· ·.·· ·. ··. ·· .. , . .· · .. · ... ..... . . ·. . 

> The results of this decisive action. are clear .. Economic growth. in the 3rd quarter of20,03 and new home construction 
the.highest in almost 20 years; homeownership levels are at historic highs; manufacturing activity is increasing; 
inflation and interest rates are·low; and a quarter million jobs were created in the last half of:2003. . .·· · " .. · 

>. President Bush called on Congress to enable these positive economic trends to continue by making the tax relief · 
. permanent - so families and businesses can plan and invest for the future. · ·· · 

' ' ' 

Helping Americans Access High-Demand Jobs: America's economy is growing but it isalso,changing, and it ismore 
important than .ever that Americans have the education arid trainingneeded to succeed in the new millennium .... T.he No.·· 
Child Left Behind Act is bringing important reforms to America's schools byjnsisting on standards and accountability for 
results. There are substantial resources available to implement these reforms, and President Bush will fight any effort to 
undo them. ·· · 

- . . . ,· . :· . 

> Many older students and current workers will also need to strengthen their skills toeompete forJhe job.s of .. ·· · 
· ·.·tomorrow .. President Bush proposed a series of measures. called Jobs for the 21st CenfUiy- designedtoprovide 
. extra helptomiddle- and high school students who fall behind in reading and math; expand Advanced.Placement 

programs inlow~income schools, and invite math and science professionals from the private secto(to teach part-
. time in high schools. . · .. . . . ···. .. . ..... ·· . .. . . . . · .. > · 

> The President's Jobs for the 21st Century initiative will also provide larger Pell Grants for students ~ho prepare for 
college with demanding courses in high school. It increases support for America's community colleges to enable 
themt9 trainwOrkers for the industries.that are creating the most new jobs. · · 

SustainingEconomic Growth: To help sustain America's economic recovery, President Bush .called on Congress to pass · 
· legislation:tq streamline federal regulations, protect employers from junk lawsuits, ensure an affordable and reliable supply 
of energy, and giv~younger workers an opportunity to set aside a portion• of their Social Security taxes in personal 
retirement accounts: He also underscored his commitment to fiscal responsibility by announcing that his FY2005 budget 
. will hold discretionary spending growth to less than 4%, keeping Americaon track to cut the deficit in nalfinfive years: . . ' ' ' ' - . ' ' . ' ' ' . ' . 

Strengthening Health CareforMillionsofAmericans:· President Bush urged Congressto extendtheberiefits of modern 
medicine throughout our country and take action to help control the rising costs of medical c~re and give more Americans 
access to ~ealth insurance. 

Strengthening Medicare: Just last month, President Bush signed legislation to strengthen Medicare al'ld add a. 
prescription drug benefit, keeping a commitment to seniors to help them afford the medicines they need. 

> · Starting this year, seniors can choose to receive a drug discount card that will save 10-25% off the retail price of 
· most prescription drugs"'" and millions of low-income seniors can get an. additional $600 to buy medicine. 

• > Begi,nning next year, seniors will have new coverage for preventive screenings, againstdiabetes and heart disease; · 
and seniors just entering Medicare can receive wellness exams. . . . ·. . . . . . .. 

> In Januaryof 2006, seniors can get prescription coverage underMedicare. For a monthly premium ofabout $35, 
most seniors who.do not have prescription drug coverage will see their drug bills cuLroughly in halt Seniors will be · 

·. able to keep Medicarejust as it is today, or choose the Medicare plan that fits them be~t- strnilar toJhe .health care 
choices offered to Members of Congress. . ·.. . . . . .· . . . . . .· .·. .. . . .. .. . .· . . . ·. . ... · 

> Presi~ent Bush will veto any effort to take this prescription drug coverage away from seniors and limit their choices ... 



r - Increasing Health Care Affordability and Coverage: President Bush is concerned aboutthe rising cost of health care 
and helping Americans to afford health care coverage that best meets their needs. The President rejects the notion of a 
government-run health care system as some have proposed. He outlined a series of steps for making health· insurance· 
more affordable and accessible, including: .. · . . .. 

· » Enabling small businesses to band together and negotiate forlowerinsurance rates, covering more workers with 
health insurance, through Association Health Plans.·.··· ·· . · 

» ·. Giving lower-income Americans a refundable tax credit so millions can buy their own basic health insurance , 
.coverage. . . . ·. . .... 

» . Computerizing health records. to reduce costs,. improve care,· and lower the risk of medicalmistakes .. · 
· » ·Eliminating frivolous medical lawsuits that damage the doctor-patient relationship and keep good doctors from 

taking new patients. . · . · ·. • · 
» Allowing individuals to set aside money tax free in hew Health Savings Accounts and to deducf 100% of the 

premiums for catastrophic health insurance from their taxes. 

Building a Betterand More Compassionate. America for All 

. > During this time of great change in our nation, th~ President spoke to the importance of preserving th~ timeless 
values and vital institutions that continue to make America strong-,.like families, schools, and religious 
congregations. 

-~ . The President proposed several new steps to help young. Americans make responsible choices; 

. o Drug use in high school has declined by 11. percent over the past two years, and 400,000 fewer young 
people are using illegql drugs than in 2001. The President's FY 05 budget wilUndude new funding to 
continue our aggressive, community-based strategy to reduce demandfor illegal drugs""" as well as an 
increase of $23 million for schools that want to use drug testing as a tool to save children's lives .. 

o To ensure that role models do not send the wrong message about substance abuse to millions of American 
·children, the President called on America's professional sports leagues and their unions to take decisive · 
action to address the problem of illegal steroids. 

o At a time when 3 million American teenagers contract sexually transmitted diseases each year, the 
President proposes a new grassroots health campaign to inform teens and.parents of the risks ~ and a 
doubling of federal funding for abstinence education programs. 

.. . 

» Defending the lnstituticmof Marriage: The President also called for aprincipled stand to defend the institution of. 
marriage against activistjudges who redefine marriage by court order - without listening to the voices .. of the elected 
representatives of the people. · · 

» Faith· and Community-Based Groups: The President is fully committed to empowering more of America's faith­
. and community-based charities to address some of our toughest social problems and help those most in need. He 

proposes to codify the executive order he signed that ends federal discrimination• agaJnst these groups. ·And he 
announced a new plan to bring local and faith-based groups together with federal agencies to help recently · 
released prisoners make a successful transition backto society-:-- reducing the chancethatthey will be arrested 
again. This 4-year, $300 million initiative will provide transitional ho~sing,.basicjobtraining,.and mentoring: 

President Blish· described the state of our Union as confident and strong· and urged all Americans to move. forward and 
complete the importantwo~ ahead. 

White House Office of C.ommunications 
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' • o' ···The State of the U,nion. ::,; 

January20, 2004·· .. .":. . .'·· : . . . . ~ . ' 

· 1n:hi!(State of,the Union address, President Bush discussed the s~riouschallenges fating 01,JrNatrof~nd tne.steps we . 
must take to make Ameri_ca a: m()re secure, more prosperous and more hopeful country. Over the.last three years, America 
hascometogether:to overcome great challenges, and the President expressed faithand confidence in theAmerican;people .. 
and our natiorfsfuture; Now the choice is clear-to move forward on the path to freedom.and prosperity, or to turn back fo' ·· ·' · 
the clef polici_es and divisions of the past. · · ' , · · . ..... .· .· >. , .. 
President Bush l~id out clea(goals for the. future, behind whi~H all Americans can unite: ~hdurged the n,ation to move . ·•· · 

.. forward with the work that still needs to be done. · · ·· · · ·· · ··· · . . . , 
: .. ·, 

. ·'-... 

Making Americ• Safer with Decisive Action to Win the War on Terror . 

America issafer:today because of the decisive action and leadership Clf President Bush. President Bush will never forget : ·. . . 
· the;attacks of September 11. Although there has not been a suqces.sful attack on our homeland in 28 months, the ·. · · · · ·· · 
President will not allow the nation to return.to a sense of false s'ecurity and complacency. as iong as the terrorists still · ·.;., 
thre.aten us .. He called for continµed action at home and abroad to. defeat the terrorists and,. pursue a forward strategy of 
freedom to promot~· democracy throughout the Middle East · . .. · ·· ·· · .. : \. . ··· , < ...• ····. 

~ · Th~ President called on Congress to renew the Patriot Act, which provides law enforcement officials· with. essential 
.· .. tools n'.eeded..to track down ter~orists before they strike. The. P~triot Act allows investigators and prosecµto,r;s to use 

· , laws-originally designed to pro~ecute embezzlers and drug traffickers to bringJntematim~al- terrorists to justice. It·· . 
allow~ federal law enforcement to better' share .information, track terrorists,· disru'pttheir·cells; :and seize thei(assets. ·· 

.. · ;_ 

..• ~ •. AqieriGa continues to wage a relentless c~mpaign against terrorists w_hp threaten our country: In this wa~; America 
·· · · .. ·· i$ taking the offensive,· denying terrorists refuge, identifying and seizing their finances,. and holding ~errorists and ·• 

their sponsor5 to account. We have captured almost two~thirds of the known Al-Qaida leaders, includingthe · · 
. mastermind of the September 11 attacks~ , , , ,.. . . . . . .. .. .. -: 

. . . ; ,· ' . 

· .. ,· 

· q · Afghanistan, once ruled bflhe brutal Taliban regime that sheltered Al,~Oaid~, ha~ .adbpted anew . · .. · ... 
·• , constitution and is following the path of democracy, inGluding prqviding fundamental- rights to women. · , · 

__ . . • · .. · o:· -• ~ibya has now pledged to.disclose aod dismantle all. of its· weapons of mass destruction programs. . 

.. .. I 
.. 

·· o ·· ln.lr~q.· Saddam Hussein has been overthrown and captured and the enemies offreedoni are. being.··· ... 
: ~ystem,atically rou~ed from their holes and rDl!rided up.· Iraqis are assuming greaterre$p6nsibility for their ·. ·. . 

. : own security and future government, and Americ;a and more than 30 nations are helpingthe ·Iraqi people·.·· 
.. ·.make the transition to full sovereignty by the end of June. Although it i$ hard V!Ork;we wiltstan.d PY th:em . 

·· · " as they complete the transition to democracy. ·· · ,. , · · · , 
· .. ,:·I' 

. ~- ThePresident recognizes that differentthreats require.different strat~gies. He.isworkingwith_otber nations t~ .. 
ensure thatNo'1h Korea and Iran abandon their nuclear ambitions and join the world community in preventing the - . 
spread:of d_angerous weapons. ' . . ' " .. ; ' .. ' 

~'."America's actipns ~ill resultin the spread of democracy in the Middle_ East'-' an: imponant step that will provide an . 
· ·. ·. :alternaUveto 'terror and violence. To further encourage the progress of democracy; President BusM is calling for a .. 

dfrubling ofsupportfor the National Endowmentfor .Democracy, and focusing itsn~~ work:OQthe de,velopment·of · 
'treeelec;tioos·, free markets, free pn:!SS, andfree'labor unions in the Middle East..· ·.. . . . . . . 

. ' . . ",~ . ' . . . . . ,. - ' 
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.. ,, ... _·. 

• Keeping·Arriericao"n Track for a More Prosperous Future < 
... ,. ··:. ·, 

. ' .... : .. 

,· '· 

. ~ . ' 

· The la$t-thre~ y~ars· have revealed the fundamental strengths of America1s economy.· Despite the unpr~eed.erited econornfc .. 
. · shocks of recession, ·.the September 11 attacks, corporate scandals· and war,· America's ecqn.PrnY is.()n.traql< for recovery . 

and sustainedjob cr~ation~ · · · · · · · ·.· · <· .. . · · ·· 
·\'• .··· 

.. ). '·:Th~ tax relief proposed a·nd signed into law byPreside~t Bush was the right action at th·~. righnim~ for our ·.. . ... 
economy. This tax relief doubled the child tax credit; reduced the marriageperialty;·phasedout .. the death tax; · . . : '·. ·.·· 

ldV\'ered taxes on capital gains, stocl< dividends, and $mall businesses. to create incentives for job creation; ahd · .. ·. 
loweredtaxes for every American who pays incometaxes~ . · . . .·· . .. . .. · .. · . . , . , ·. · > .. 

· · .. k :The results of.this decisive action are clear .. Economic 'groWth in the :3rd quarter·9f 200~ and·neYJ·ncirneconstruction: .. ·· . 
... . !be highest in almost 20 years;, homeownership levels are at historic highs;. manufactllrihg a9tivity i·sincreasing; .·.• . 
· . · Inflation cind interest rates are low; and: a· quarter million jobswere:;created in the.last half of2003 .. _· .. _· .. · · . ·· ·· ··•·· ··-·· 

·. » . President Bush called on Congress to enable these positive ecoriomi9tr,ellds to coAtinu,e by making t_he tax reli~f ·.· 
permanent- so families and businesses can plan and invest'for the .future. ,, . . ·, :. '.' ' ' . 

.. t'". ' . ,, . : ' 
' ' 

:Helping Americans Access Hig~·Demand Jobs: America's economy is growing butjt is aiso changiog, .and it is more~·,' 
•-important than. ever that Americans ha.ve the education and training needed.to succeedJn tre rieW. millenniiun. .. The Ncf ' · 
Chilq ~e~ B~hlnd Act i,s bringing important reforms toAmerica's schools by,ihsistihg o~~s'tandar~s a~g accou0ta9ni,fyfor' 

.. results, There are substantial resources available to implement.these reforms, .and Presiden(Bu~hwill fight. any: efforttp 
undO'them. : ·· . · · · ·····. . · .·· · : ·• · · · . : ·· · · > .•· · · _ : < · - •· ·. · .:· :- .... : . \ ·~ • 

s·ustaining.Economic Growth: To help ·sustain America's econOmic retC>very, PresidentBush called 6rfCong~e$s fo :pass .. 
·.· legislation to streamline federal regulations; protect employers from junk laws.uits, ensure an ·afford(lble and re.liable supply·· , · · 

of energy, .and give younger workers an opportunity to set aside a portion oftheir Social Security taxe.s in personal .. > · · 
retirement accounts. He also underscored his commitment to fiscal respa·nsibility by announcing that hi~ FY2005 budget, . · . 

. · · · · wiU hold discretionary spending growth to less. than 4 %, ·keeping America on trackto cut the deficit in·oalfin five. years. .. . , . , ' . . .. . ' . . .. . ' ... '· : . . .. : ·. .,. 

' StrengtheriJng Health t~re fdr Millions of Americans: ' President Bush' urged Congress tci~xtend the behefits of m,o~em: . 
meditirie throughout ourcountry and take action fo help control the ri~irig costs of-rrieqicarcare·a11~ gi~€f m9re Ame~cans.:. 
access tO he~lth in~urance. · · · ·· .· · · · .· · · · · · · . · · · · ,'. ' , · ·.. · · 

,· '1-i 

.. Strengthening Med fear~:·. Just last month, P~esideMt Bush signed' legisl~tion to strengthen• Med.ica·re .aM'dadd a ' .' . . ·: ; · 
. prescription drug benefit, keeping a commitmentto senioratOhelpthem afford the rnedici11e~t~ey need. · .: ·. , . . ...... ·· 

· .. · ·)ii:_ $tarting this year, seniors can choose Jo receive' a drug discount card that will ·save 1 o.:2q% off:the· retail price of .... 
. · · .• · ;. most prescription.drugs . .:.. and million~ of low-income seniors can.getanadditional $600_to_buymedi0.ine.)· · .. · ·.·. ·: .·· ·. 

·.. . . > Beginning next year, seniors will have new coverage for preventiv~ screenings ageiinst di'abetes:a11d .heart disea'S:e, 
· ._: and seniorsjust'entering Medicare can receive wellness exams. , · · · · ·· • . ·.. . . . · ' - ' · · > . . : , .. · 

···);>_.··. In January of 2006, seniors ·can get prescription coverage under Medicare-, For a m.onthly premium ofabqut$35,: ; · · . ·. 
. , most seniors Who do tiot have. ptescription drug coverage will see;their·drug bill$ clJfrqlighly in half: $enJorswill be· . > · . 
. ·. · able to keep Medicare just as ifis today, or choose the Medicare plan that fit~ them best.::si.mHar.ti:>tHe health car~>.-~: ' 

. . . chojqes'offered to Members of Congress .. · . . '. '.· ·. - .· . . . '.: ... · ... · .• _· .... ···· . .. . · '. . . .·· .•. ·.· .. ; ... 
· . ·.. » . President. Bush-will veto any effort to take this prescription drug ¢overage away from seniQr$ §nd li_mittheir choice~ .. 

, ' . . .. ' . . . : .'· .. , . · .. · ' .. . .. .· .. ·, . •' ,.._., ... 
·, ;· '<; . ·, '.'• : ,',1--; . ~ ...... 

:,'.;; 



. • lncrect$irig Health Care Affordability and Coverage: PresidentBushis concerned abouttb~ rising c9stofhel:ilth car~ 
. ,. and helping Americans tb afford health care coverage that best meetsJIJeirneeds. The Presidentrejects'the notion of a 

gover~ment~ruri healthcare system as Sbme have proposed. He outlined a series of steps forOiaking health insurance ·· 
· . more affordable and accessible, including: . · . .. · .. · . · . · >:. . · · .. 

. . > . E;nabling sm.all businesses to band together and negotiate for fowet insurance rates; cove:ring JT16fe workers with .... 
· heal:th insu.rance,through Association ·Health Plans~' ·· . . . · .· · . ·. · . · .. · · · 

· > Giving lower~income Americans a refundable tax credit so millions can buy their bwn basic health insurance 
coverage. . . . . . .. · . .· . . .· ·. · · . . . 

> Computerizing health records to reduce costs, frnprove care,· arid lower the risk of medicar rhistakes . 
. ,, · . ·> Eliminating frivolous medical lawsuits that dam.age the docto'r-patie~trelationstiip and keep good doctors from 

·· · .. . : t(lkiQg· new pati.ents. ··· . ·· · · · .. ··: ·· , . · · · . · . · · ... 
· > Allowing individuals to set aside money tax free in new Health Savings Accou.rits andJo·d~duct 100% of the ~ . 
· .. " prerni1;1ms for catastroph,ic health insurance from th~ir taxes. · .· · · · · · · .. : 2 ..•. · • 

!·' ', •. ··.~: .... •, 

- ";, 

";· 

Building a. Better and M.ore Compassionate America fOrAli . 

. . '> During this time of gre(lt change in our nation, the Presidentspok~ to the importance .ofpreser\tlng the.timeless· 
. '. values and vital institutionsthat continue to make America strong-like families; schools, ancl religious 

.. . : '. con~regatiors .. · · · · · /·. · , .. · 

» . the P~esident proposed several new steps t~ hel~ young Americans make responsibl~ choices. 
• • • 1 . . ' • • • • • . . • . ' 

,.,. 

.• .. -

p· ·.·. Drug use in high school has declined by 11; percent over the past two years, apd '400,000 Jewer young 
· · : people are using illegal drugs .than in 2001 :The President's FY 05 budgetwill'.if:leli.lde n·ew funding to· . 

continue our aggressive, community~based strategy to reduce dema~d for illegal drugs ~.aswella~ ;a·n· ·. . · · 
. increas.e of $23 million for schools thatwantto use drug testing 8$ a tool.to:save children',$ lives.···· .. · · · 

· O· ·. To ensure thatrole models do not send the wrong message about substance abuse to millions of American · . 
. cHildten, the President called onAmerica'.s professional sports leagues and their unions toJake decisive .. ·. ·· 

. . ' . ' ' ' . .. .. . " ' " .. / .. 
~.:.:action to address the problem of ilieg·a1 steroids. . • . . .. ·.. '' ' ' . •. ·.• . .·· . - ' .. . ' . • .. ·. . ' 

o. · At atime when3 million American teenagers contract sexually· transmitted dise~ses each year; the · . . .. 
.. - · > · President proposes a new grassroots health qanipaign to inform te~ns andpar;~nts.ofth~ risks·~ and a .~··•·· 
· · · · · , doubling offederal funding for abstinenG0 educatiqn programs. . · .... 

....... ·, 

}... •. Defimding the Institution of Marriage: The President also· called for a principled stahd ·to defenithe institution ci · · 
. . .· marriage agalnstactivist judges .who redefine marriage by court order - without listening to the voices of the elected • ; . · 

<representatives of the people. · · · · · " · , · · · · · · 

.· ... ··.···~ 
... · .. ·'· 

Faith~ and Community•Based Groups: The President is fully committed to enipowetihg more of Amenca's faith-. 
and.eomm·unity-based charities to address some. of our toughest social problems arid help those. most in. need},.:. He .. ·•· 

· proppses to• codify the executive order he signed that ends federal discrimination againsdhese groups, And b.e ·· 
·• · · announced a new plan to bring local and faith-based groups together with federal agendes.to help-recently · · · 

.•. '·'· 

; ,.; 

. released prisor:iers make a successful transition back to sqciety:... r~.duclng the. chance thattheywill be arrested ... 
• again .. This 4~year, $300 mil.lion.initiative will provide transitiqna! housing, b_asic job training, an~ mentpring. · . ·· . , . 

Presid~nt $ush described the state ofour Union as confidentan~tstrorig and urg~ ·an Americans to move .tor:W~rdand · ·· 
.· completeJhe':impC;>~aritworlCahe~d. . : . · . . :•: . . . . . , .. . . . . 

. ";. 

. ; . ~ ' : .. ;. : . .; 
.. ·"·' ,, .. 

·' ... 
. . : .. :· ' . 
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'.· " ,, .... 
The State of the Union· 

January 20, 2004 . 
- ··. ' .· ' ·. 

·' ·' . ' . ' 

In :hi~·.sfate of the• Union address,. President Bush disqussed the serious challenges facing our Nation and the steps we· .· ... 
mllsttake to make America a more secure, more prosperous and more h9pefUI country. Over th,e lasfthree ye~r5; America · · 
·has come together to overcome great challenges,: and the President expressed faith and coofidence in the }\merican people . 
. and our nation's future. Now the choice is clear - to move for\Vard on the path to freedom and prosperity; or to turn back to· .. · 
. the old policies and divisions of the past. . · · . · .. / · · ·· · .· ·· · ·· · .. 

. ' 
.. ~· 

President Bus~ laid out cleargoals for the future, behind which all Americans can unite, and urged.the n·ation to move . 
forward with the work that still needs to be done. ' · · · · · · · :· , . 

'.··.· 

.. ' . . . . .. 

··. Makinq America Safer with Decisive Action to Win the War on Terror. ; 
,.-:;--

America:is safer today because of the decisive action and· leadership of President Bush.· President Bush wi.11 neverJorget ... · ... ·. 
·the attacks of September 11. Although there has not been a successful attack 0n:ourhomeland in 28 months, the 
:President will not .allow the nation to return to a sense of false security and complacency as long'astheterroristsstill: •'·.···· .. 
threaten us. Hecalledforcontinued aetion at home and abroad.to defeat the terrorists and pursue a forward strategy of · 
freedom to promote democ~acythroughout the Middle· East. · : . ·· > 

: > The President called on Congre5s to renew the Patriot Act; which provides law enforcement officials with essential ' 
. tools needed to track d.own terrorists before they strike. The Patriot Act allows investigators and:pr6secutor5't6:use 

.-, .. ·. 

laws· 6.riginally designed. to pro~ecute embezzlers cind drug traffickers to bring intematioRal: terrorists to justice.· It · · · 
· . allowsfe9er~naw enforcement to.bettershare i~formation, track terrorists, disrupt their eel.ls, an9 seize their.$ss.ets. · 

,,:: ; 

')> Artierica continues to wage a relentless carnp~ign against terrorists who threaten our country. tnthis wacAmeri~a 
.. )s taking the offe11sive; denyingterrorists refuge, identifying and seizing their finances, .and holding terroristsfan:q · 

.· ·. their sponsors to account. We have captured ·almost two~thirds ofthe known Al-Qaida leaders, including the · 
. mastermind qfthe Septemper 11 attacks. ·. · · · - ... . . . ·. .. . " .· . . . .. · ;, : .· . . 

• ··::. \. • ,· "'. .• : - -:,:: , .~. • j ' • 

. o. ·-.Afghanistan, once ruled by the brutal Taliban regime '.that sheltered Al~Qaida, has adbpted a hew: ,. · .· • · .· ... 
'', •. co'nstitution andis following the.path of democracy, including providing fundamental rights to women. : 

. o Libya has ~now pledged tO disclose and dismantle all of its weapons of mass destruction prograrns~· .· · 
,o. ·1n fraq, Saddam Hu;ssein has been· overthrown and captured and the enemies qf freedom are being··· 

· .. systematically routed from their holes androunded up'. Iraqis are assuming. greater i'esp9nsibility for their : 
own. security and future government, and ·America and rnore than .30natioris are helping the ·Iraqi people· ... ·. 

. make the. transition to full sovereigpty ~y the end of June .. Although it is hard work, we will'stanq by them · 
, . as they' complete the transitiqn to democracy. · . ,,. · · · · · · · 
"' 

. ~ ... The President recognizesthatdifferent threats require different strategies. He is wqrking.with other natipnsto .·· : 
ensure that North Korea and Iran abandon their nuclear ambitions and join the worlq comrnu_nityin preventing the.· 
spread of dang~rous weapons. · · · 

''·' ;·.·_., . · .. ; . 
. ):•·. America's·actions.willresult inthespread.of deniocr~cyin the.Middle East-a~importantste~.fhat will.provide an·. 

· ·· alternative to terror and violence . .To further encourage the progress of democracy, President Bush is calling tor a . • · 
· ··•·.doubling .of support. for the National Endowment for Oeniocracy, :and focusing its new work ori ·the developmeot,oL 
. ·:free elections, free m(irkets, freepress; and free labor unions intheMiddle East .· · · 

... _.''.· 

· ... 1.-":/ 

~-, . '· · .. 
'.: 

i :. 

·-.... : '' 
' ., .. ' _,,. ··~·. 

.. ~, ... -



···. 

...... 

' . ~eeping Aineric~ on· Track for a More Prospetous Future · 
. '' ' ~- ""'· . 

. . ~ \,· ' . 

· The last three' years have revealed thefundamental strengths dfAmerica.,.s.economy. Despite the unprececlented economic .. · .. ·· .. 
shock5:. of r~c:ession, ·the September 11 attacks, corporate. scandals and war,,Ame~ica's economy. is 6n tr~ck for recovery · , . , . 

· and ~ustained jop creation. .· · · · · · · 

. ~< The tax relief proposed and signed into law by President Bushwas the.right action ~t the righttime for•Our .: . 
· . ···economy;. This tax relief doubled the child tax.credit; reduced the marriage penalty; ph.as~d oul the::death ta~; · 

.·, ,; ',. low,ereq taxes on capital gains, sto,ck dividends, and small businesses to create incentives forjobc'reation~~a'nd ' . ,, , ...... 
. dowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes. . . . . . . : • · ' · ·. . . . .. · . . 

. ~ ~, The re~ults'of this deCisive ~ction are clear. Economic growth inJhe 3rd qLi'a'rte(of2003 and new home constrl!ction . 
· ·: the highest in almost 20 years; homeownership levels are-~athistoric highs; manufactµring activit{is increasing; 

., · infl,ation and interest rates are low; and a quarter milliori:jobs were. created in the last half of 2003. ·•·· ·. · . . .. 
· );;. ·. president Bush called on Congress to enable. these positive economic trends to continue by making··the:tax relief. · 

p~rrnan~nt C' so families and ~usihesses can plan· and irivest for.th~ future. • · · .. · · · · · .. ·· .. · .. ·. ' ·. ' • , : ' : . · · 

Helping Americans Access High-Demand Jobs: America's economy is growing but itjs'.also ch~nging, andJf'is.more ' ·· 
· important than ever that Americans h.ave the.education and training needed to succeed. in the new millennium.•. The No•· · · ·. ·.' 
· Child. Left Behind Act is bringing important reforms to America's schools by insisting on standards and ~cc0untab!lity for ·~ · ... ·· • ·· 

results. There cfre.substantial resources availab'le to implement these reforms, and PresidentBush·will fight any effort to .. 
und6 them. · · ~: .. <.<· · · · · ; · ·· 

.~ . . . . ": ·'.· • 1 ' -

· · · ·};. Many older students and current workers will also need to· strengthen their skills' to compete forthe jobs bf . 
. . . . · · · .·. t.ornorrow~ Presid~nt Bushproposed a series otr:neasures called Jobs fof the 215(. Cf)fltqfy- .designed Jo provide 

... ·· extra help to middle~ and high school students who fall behind in reading and. math, expand.Advanced Placement 
.··. ·.; 

·.· , programs, in low-ipcome schools, and invite math and s9ience professionc:ils 'from the pti~·aie· sector to teach part-
time :in· high schools. . · · . · .·· . · . · . ·• · • · . ·. · .. ·. 

·. ,·· ... · , . I .. ·.. . . . . . .·'·. k 

' · . ~ . The President's Jobs for the 21st Century initiative will also provide larger Pell Grants for st4dents.who pr~par~ f()r 
· · .. coll~ge~·with demanding courses in high school. It increases support for America'~·communitY,colleges.to enable· 

therrvto train workers fo~ the industries that are creating the most new .jobs; · · · · · ·, · ·. · · · · 
/,; • .,·, .- , • . • • '·· . '• ' cl .">l 

' . ~ . ·. . ;•, 

. Su.staining-Economic Growth: To help sustain America·s·economic teeovery, PresidentBush.calledpnCqngress·topa$s ·< · . 

.• ·1egislati6n to ~treamline federal regulations, protect employers .from Junk lawsuits,:ensure. a'n affordaple and 'reliable supply' .•. ' 
of energy, and give younger workers an opportunity. to set aside a portion of their Social Secu·nty· taxes in peraonal · . . . · · 

· retice.m~nt accounts.· He also underscored his commitment to fiscal· responsibility by announcing that his F'f'2005 budg.et 
•· will.hold discretionary spending groWth to less than 4%,·keepingAmerica on track to cut the deficit Jn halfinfiveyear8· .. ;. 

• • • ~ • • • • •• • • : • ~. • • ••• • • • • ' ' • ., \·,. ' • • ••• •• .,, • ' •• ••• ••• w .' • ••• ' • : •• ··.. • • ••• : • ' 

. stfengthenin{lHeaith Carefor Miliionsof Americans: 'President Bush urged Congress.to extend the·.benefits·of mod~rn 
·· · medicine throughoufourcountry and take action to help control the rising costs ofmedical ca.re and give more Americans 

access tohealth ins1.1rance .. :: ·. ,, ' ' . . '' ' '' ·. ' ' ' ' ' .·.' .. ' ' . 

Str•ngthening M~dic~re: Just last month, President Bush sign'ed legisl8ti~n-to strengthen M~dicare .. al'ldadd~a , . , 
' prescription drug benefit, keeping a commitmentto seniors to help.them afford the medicirtes:they ne~d; ',' ' 

· .. ·.· .. > • ·~ Starting)hi,s year,. senior:s can choose .to receive a drug discount.card that will save t0-25% a.ff the· n~tail price of · ·· . 
.. · . . _, . most-prescription drugs -and millions oflow~income seniors can:getan additional $600 to buy medicine.< .•.• ·. · .· . ·. '·. 

·. · · ·~· 'Begirining'nextyear, seniors will have new coveragefo( preventive,screenitigs,again~tdiabetes·and.Jieart disease;· 
.·• . ·.· : and seniors just enleiing Medicare can receive wellness exams~'- . . . . . .. . . , <·: > . : ' •, ,, ~ · . . ·. 
~. · .. ··. ~ ··· 1n January of 2006, seniors can get prescription coverage under.Medi.care. For a monthly premium. ~f al)()uf $35, ··•· 

·· . ·•most senior~ who do not have prescription drug coverage. will see.their drug bills cut roughly iii halL ·Seniors will be·· · ·, , · ·:· 
·<able to. keep Medicare just as it is today, or ·choose the MediGare pian that fits them best-' similar'to tb,_e health care · · .· .. · 
· ··choices offered to Members of Congress. ·•· 1 • · · .. · . ·. • , • · . . . .. · .. · · · ·• • • · · 

);;. · .• PresidentBush· will veto any effort to take this prescription·drug coverage away from seniol'S ~n9 lim.it t~ei(:chqices, ,: . ., 
.·' . ~ ·.•·' . ··.:, 

• • •• ~.; 1 • 

. . , 

·' ' ··. ··• 
; ., ; 

·,-._," _ _:____,_ 



' lncrea.sing'Health Care Affordability and Coverage: President s'ush is concerned about the rising cost of health care 
"and· helping Americans to afford health care coveragethat best meets their needs. The President rejects the notion of a· 
government-run health care system as soine have proposed. He outlined a series of steps for making health insurance 

· more affordable and accessible, including: . . .. . 
' .1 .. ', . ',· . ··. . . ' ' '. ' ' ,'' ' ' ' .·' 

~ Enabling small businesses to band together and negotiate for lower insurance rates, covering more workers with 
health insurance, through Association Health Plans. . 

);;> · Giving lower-inc.ome Americans a refundable tax credit so millions can buy their own basic health insurance. 
coverage. . . . · . · . . . .·. . •. ·. · • . · . , .. · 

);;> Computerizing health records to·reduce costs, improve care, and lower the risk of medical mistakes . 
. );;> Eliminatingfrivolous medical lawsuits that damage the doctor-patient relationship andkeepgooddoctorsfrom 

taking new patients. . .. · . . . . . . .·· . . . . . . .· . . . . .·· . · 
);;> Allowing individuals toset aside money tax free in new Health Savings Accounts and to deduct 100% otthe. 

premiums for catastrophic health insurance from their taxes: 

Building a Better and More CompassiOnate America for All · 

);;> During this time of great change in our nation, the President spoketo the importance of preserving the timeless ·. · 
values and vital institutions that continue to make America strong"""'"likefamilies, schools, and religious 
congregations. · · · 

· );;> The President proposed several new steps to help young Americans make responsible choices . 

. 0 ·.Drug use in high school has declined by 11 percentoverthe·past two years, and 400,000 fewer young··· 
people are using illegal drugs than in 2001. The President's FY 05 budget will 'include new funding to 
continue our aggressive, community-based strategy to redute demand for illegal drugs '-as well as ah· 
increase of$23 rnillion for schools that want to use drug testing as a tool to save children's lives,'. 

o To ensure that role mode.ls do not send the wrong message about substance abuse to millions of American 
. children, the President called on America's professional sports leagues and their unions' to take decisive 
action to address the problem of illegalst9roids. ' 

o At a time when.3.million American teenagers contract sexually transmitted diseases each year, the 
·President proposes a new grassroots health campaign to inform teens and parents of the risks ""'" and a 

· doubling of federal funding for abstinenee education programs. · · 

);;> Defending the Institution of Marriage:·· The. President also called for a principled stand to defend the institution of 
marriage against activist judges who redefine marriage by court order..,. without listening to the voices of the elected 

· representat,ives of the people. · 

);;> Faith· and Community-Based Groups: The President is fully committed to empowering more of America is faith­
and community-based charities to address some of our toughest social problems and help those most in need. He 
proposes to codify the executive order he signed that ends federal discrimination againstthese groups.· And he · 
announced a newplan to bring local and faith~based groups together with federal agen9iesJo help recently 
released prisoners make a successful transition back to society - reduC:ing the chance that they will be arrested 
again. This 4-year, $300 million initiative will provide transitionalhousing,·bas.icjobtraining, and mentoring. 

-· . . . . . 

President Bush described the state of our Union as confident and strong and urged all Americans to move Jorwardand · 
complete the important work ahead. · · 

White House Office of Communications 
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·" 
The.State of the Union 

· Jam1ary 20, 2004· 
. ; ~- . 

. · in hi~. State ofthelJnion address, President Bush discussed the seriouschallenges .facing our Nation'~nd the steps ·we 
· .. must take to make America a more· secure, more prosperous and more hopeful country: Over .the last three years, Ameri~a 
... has,corne tOgether to overcome great chailenges, and the President expressed faith and confidencEfin ·the. American-people 

and our nation's future .. Now the choice is clear - tcrmov~ forward on the path to freedom and prosperity, art() turn.back to 
the old :policies and divisions of the· past. ·· ... •' .· ... '• ' . . . 

. President Bush laid outclear goals forthe future, behind which all Ameticans can unit~. and urged the nation ta move _ 
· ·. forward with the work that still needs to be done. · .; ' · · · 

·Making America Safer with, Decisive Action to Win the.Wal' on Terror 

· ·· AmeriGa is safertoday because of thedecisive action and leadership of President Bush: PresidentBus~ wili never forget . 
the attacks of September 11. Although there has not been a successful attack on our homeland in 28 ·months·, the _· 

· .. - Pr$sidentwm not allow the nation to return to a sense offalse security and' complacency as long ~s the terrorists still· • · · 
. . · threaten us;· He called for continued action at home and abroad to defeat the terrorists and pursue) forward strategy .of .. ·. 

·. freedom to.promote dem?cracy t~roughoufthe Middle East · · · 

.· .. ». 0Th~ President Callee! on Congr~s to renew the Patriot Act, which provides law enforc~rnenlofflcial$ with essential· 
toois needed to track down terr,6rists before they strike. The Patriot Act allows investigators and pr:osecutors to use 

. laY,Js originally designed. to prosecute embezzlers. and· drug· traffickers to: bring intemational~~err6rists tojustice. · It 

.· .·;' 

. , ..... ·. 

:· allows federal law enforcement to better share information J track terrorists,. disrupt their cells, and seize. their assets. . 

·»· America continues to wage a relentless campaign againstterrorists who threaten our country .. In this w~r: America 
· . is taking the offensive, denying terrorists refuge, identifying and seizing their finances, and:hol.ding terrorists and · · 
. ·.their sponsors to account. We have captured almost two-thirds ot.ttie known Al~Qaida 1¢.ad~f$, jnduding the.• ·· 

· , ·mastermind of the September 11 attacks. · · · · · · · ·· · · , 

o.· Afghanistan, once ruled by the brutalTaliban r~gime that sheltered Al-Qaid'a; has:adopted a rrew 
¢onstitution and is following the path of democracy; includlngprovidingJundamental rights tcrwomen .. ·· 

. . . d ·.,· Libya has now pledged to disclose and dismantl~ all of its weapons of mass destruction programs:: ..... 
o. In Iraq; Saddam Husseinhas been overthrown and captured arid the enemies offreedom are being 

systematically routed from their hol~s and rounded up, l~aqisare assuming great~r responsibility for their 
.·own security and future government, and America and more than 30 nations are helping the Iraqi people · ·_ 

. make.the transition to full sovereignty by the end ·of June. Although iris hard work;·we.willstand by them · ., · 
· : as they complete the transition to democracy. . · · · , , ·· · 

.·; . . :··' 

)ii.·' The' Pre.sidenf recognizes thafdifferent threats require different strategies.· l:ie is working withotner:nations.to 1. 

ensure that North Korea·and Iran abandon their nuclea(ambitions· and join the wortd community' in preventing the · 
· · spread of dangerous weapons. \ · · · · · · 

. ~· . America;s actions·wm result in the spread of democracy in the.Middle East_:,; ~n ·important.step:th~t Will provide an .. 
·~ · · alterhativetoterror and violence; To furtherencouragethe progress of democracy, President Bush~is callingJota ·, 

·doubling of support for the National Endowment for Democracy; andJoeusing: its newwork on.thedevelopmentqf •· . · 
free elections, free markets, free_ press, and free labor unions:in the Middle East' ·'. · · · · · ._, · ';: . 

. , . ·. .. . ,.,.· ... .:"' 

+ _.,:· 

:· . 
~: .. _ ... · . .: '·~>,:. ''•'' 

·'• .· 
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•. 

Keeping America on Track for a More Prosperous Future 
~" '· ' ., ': > ' ' 

The last three years have revealed the fundamental strengths of America's economy. Despite the unprecedented economic 
shocks of recession, the September 11 attacks, corporate scandals and war, America's economy is on track for recovery . 

· and sustained job creation. 

» The tax relief proposed and signed into law by President Bush was the right action at the right time for our 
economy. This tax relief doubled the child tax credit; reduced the marriage penalty; phased out the death tax; 
lowered taxes on capital gains, stock dividends, and small businesses to create incentives for job creation; and · 
lowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes. 

» The results of this decisive action are clear. Economic growth in the 3rd quarter of 2003 and new home construction · 
the highest in almost 20 years; homeownership levels are at historic highs; manufacturing activity is increasing; 

· inflation and interest rates are low; and a quarter million jobs were created in the last half of 2003. 
» President Bush called on Congress to enable.these positive economic trends to continue by making the tax relief 

permanent - so families and businesses can plan and invest for the future. 

Helping Americans Access High-Demand Jobs: America's economy is growing but it is also changing; and it is mdre 
important than ever that Americans have the education and training needed to succeed in the new millennium. The No 
Child Left Behind Act is bringing important reforms to America's schools by insisting on standards and accountability for 
results. There are substantial resources available tb implement these reforms,. and President Bush will fight any effort to 
undo them. 

» Many older students and current workers will also need to strengthen their skills to compete for the jobs of 
tomorrow. President Bush proposed a series of measures called Jobs for the 2151 Century- designed to pro~ide 
extra help to middle- and high school students who fall behind in reading and math, expand Advanced Placement 
programs in low-income schools, and invite math and science professionals from the private sector to teach part-
time in high schools. ' 

. » ·The President's Jobs for the 21st Century initiative will also .provide larger Pell Grants for students who prepare for 
college with demanding courses in high school. It increases support for America's community colleges to enable 
them totrain workers for the industries that are creating the.most new jobs. 

Sustaining Economic Growth: To help sustain America's economic recovery, P.resident Bush called~~ Congress to pass 
legislation to streamline federal regulations, protect employers from junk lawsuits, ensure an ~ffordable and reliable supply 
of energy, and give younger workers an opportunity to set aside a portion of their Social Security taxes in personal 
retirement accounts. He also underscored his commitment to fiscal responsibility by announcing thathisfY 2005 budget 
will hold discretionary spending growth to less than 4 %, keeping America on track to cut the deficit iri halfin five years. 

Strengthening Health Care for Millions of Americans: President Bush urged Congress to extend the be.nefits of modem 
medicine throughout our.country and take action to help control .the rising costs of medical car~ and.give more Americans 
accessto health insurance. 

Strengthening Medicare: Just last month, President Bush signed legislation to strengthen Medicare and add a 
prescription drug benefit, keeping a commitment to seniors to help them afford the medicines they need. 
· » Starting this year, seniors can choose to receive a drug discount card that will save 10-25% off the retail price of 

most prescription drugs - and millions of low-income seniors can get an additional $600 to buy medicine.· 
» Beginning next year, seniors will have new coverage for preventive screenings against diabetes and heart disease, 

and seniors just entering Medicare can receive wellness exams. · · 
» In January of 2006, seniors can get prescription coverage under Medicare. For a mopthly premium of about $35, 

most seniors who do not have prescription drug coverage will see their drug bills cut roughly in half. Seniors will be 
able to keep Medicare just as it is today, or choose the Medicare plan that fits them best - similar to the health care 
·choices offered to Members of Congress. 

» President Bush will veto any effort to take this prescription drug coverage away from seniors and limit their choices .. 



.. 
lncreasin.g Health Care Affordability and Coverage: President Bush is concerned about the rising cost of health care 

.. cind helping Americans to afford health care coverage that best meets their needs. The President rejects the notionof.a 
government-run health care system as some have proposed. He outlined a series of steps formaking health insurance 
more affordable and accessible, including: . . . 

);> Enabling small businesses to band together and negotiate for lower insurance rates, covering more workers with 
health insurance, through Association Health Plans. . 

}o- Gi\fing lower-income Americans a refundable tax credit so millions can buy their own basic health insurance 
coverage; . . 

);> Computerizing health records to reduce costs, improve care, and lower the risk of medical mistakes. . 
);> Eliminating frivolous medical lawsuits that damage the doctor-patient relationship and keepgood doctors from 

taking new patients. ·· 
);> Allowing individuals to set aside money tax free in new Health Savings Accounts and to deduct 100% of the 

premiums for catastrophic health insurance from their taxes. · 

Building a Better and More Compassionate America for All 

· );> During this time of great change in our nation, the Presid~~t spo,ke to''the importance of preserving the timeless 
values and vital institutions that continue to make America strong~like families, schools, and religious 
congregations. ' ' 

~ The President proposed several new steps to help young Americans· make responsible choices. 

o Drug use in high school has declined by 11 percent over. the past two years, and 400,000.fe~er young 
people are. using illegal drugs than in 2001 .. The President's FY 05 budget will 0inefude • ne'vVfunding ·to . 

. continue our aggressive, community-based strategy to reduce demandJor illegal drugs-.aswell as an 
increase of$23 million for schools thatwant to use drug testing as a tool to save children's lives. 

o · · To ensure that role models do not send the wrong message about substance abuse to millionsof American 
children, the Pre.sident called o~ America's professional sports leagues and their unions to take decisive 
action to ~ddress the problem of illegal steroids. · · · · · 

o At a time when 3 milliorrAmerican teenagers contract sexually transmi.tted diseases each year, the 
President proposes anew grassroots health campaign to inform teens cind parents of the risks - ancfa 
doubling of federal funding for abstinence education programs. · 

. ' 

);> Defending the Institution of ~arriage: The Presidentalso called for a principled starid to defend the institution of 
. marriage against activist judges who redefine marriage by court order - without listening to the voices of the elected 
representatives otthe people. 

);> Faith· and Community-Based Groups: The President is fully committed to empowering more of America's taith- .· 
and community-based charities to address some of our toughest social problems and help those most in need. He 
proposes to codify the executive order he signed that ends federal discrimination againstthese groups. And he 
announced a new plan to bring local and faith-based groups together with federal agencies to help recently 
released prisoners make a successful transition back to society - reducing the chancethat they will be arrested . 
again. This 4-year, $300 million initiative will provide transitional housing, basic job training, and mentoring. 

President Bush described the state of our Union as confident and strong and urged all Americans to move forward and 
complete the important work .ahead. · · · 

·White House Office of Communications · 
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The State of the Union 
January 20, 2004 · 1 · 

In his. State of.the Union address, President Bush discussed the serious challenges facingour Nation and the steps we 
must take to make America a more secure, more prosperous and more hopeful country. Over the last three years, America 
has come together to overcome great challenges, and the President expressed faith and confidence in the American people 
and our nation's future:· Now the choice is clear -"to movefol'Ward on the path to freedom and prosperity, or to turn back to 
the old policies and divisions of the past. · · · 

. . 

President Bush laid out clear goals for the future, behind which all Americans can unite, and urged the nation to move 
forward with the work that still needs to be done. 

Making America Safer with Decisive Action to Winthe War on Terror 

America is safer today because of the decisive actio.n and leadership of President Bush. President Bush will never forget 
the attacks of September 11. Although there has not been a successful attack on our homeland in 28 months, the 
President will not allow the nation to return to a sense of false security and complacency as long as the terrorists still 
threaten us. He called for continued action at home and abroad to defeat the terrorists and pursue a forward strategy of 

· freedom to promote democracy throughout the Middle East. 

. >' The President called on Congress to renew the Patriot Act, which provides law enforcement officials with essential 
tools needed to track down. terrorists before they strike. The Patriot Act allows investigators and prosecutors to use 
laws originally designed to prosecute embezzlers and drug traffickers to bring internationalterrorists to justice .. It 
allows federallaw enforcement to better share information, track terrorists, disrupt their cells, .and seize their assets.· 

);;- America continues to wage a relentless campaign against terrorists who threatert our country, In this war, America 
· is taking the offensive, denying terrorists refuge, identifying and seizing their finances, and holding terrorists and · 
their sponsors to account. We have captured almost two-thirds of the known Al-Qaida leaders, including the ·· 
mastermind. of the September 11 attacks. 

o. Afghanistan, once ruled by the brutal Taliban regime that shelteredAl-Qaida, has adopted a new 
constitution and is following the path of democracy, including providing fundamental.rights to women. 

o Libya has now pledged to disclose and dismantle all of its weapons of mass destruction programs. 
o In Iraq, Saddam Hussein has been overthrown and captured and the enemies of freedom are being · 

systematically routed from their holes and rounded up. Iraqis are assuming greater responsibility for their 
· own security and future government, and America and more than 30 nations are helping the Iraqi people 
. rnake the transition to full sovereignty by the end of June. Although it is hardwork,we will stand by them 
as they complete the transition to democracy. 

);;- The President recognizes that different threats require different strategies. He is working with other nations to 
ensure that North Korea and Iran abandon their nuclear ambitions and join the world community in preventing the 
spread of dangerous weapons. 

Y America's actions will result in the spread of democracy in the Middle East - an important step that will provide an 
alternative to terror and violence. To further encourage the progress of democracy, President Bush is calling fora 
doubling of support for the National Endowment for Democracy, and focusing its newwork on the development of 
free elections, free markets, free press, and free labor unions in the Middle East. 
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. .. 

Keeping America on Track for a More Prosperous Future 
. . 

. . . . 

The last three years have revealed the fundamental strengths of America's economy. Despite the unprecedented economic 
shocks of recession, the September 11 attacks, corporate scandals and war, America's economy is on track for recovery 
and sustainedjob creation. 

. . . ' . 

> The tax relief proposed and signed into law by President Bush was the right action at the right tirne for our 
economy. This tax relief doubled the child tax credit; reduced the marriage penalty; phased out the death tax; 
lowered taxes on capital gains, stock dividends, and small businesses to create incentives for job creation; and 
lowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes. · 

· > The results of this decisive action are clear .. Economic growth in the 3rd quarter of 2003and new home construction 
the highest in almost 20 years; homeownership levels are at historic highs; manufacturing activity is increasing; 
inflation and interest rates are low; and a quarter million jobs were created in the last half of 2003. . · 

> President Bushcalled on Congress to enableJhese positive economic trends to continue by making the tax rei'ief 
permanent - so families and businesses can plan and invest for the future; . , · 

Helpin.g Americans Access High-Demand Jobs: America's economy is growing but it is also changing, and it is more 
important than ever that Americans have the education and training needed to succeed in the new millennium. The No , ·· 
Child Left Behind Act is bringing important reforms to America's schools by insisting on standards and accountability for 
results. There are substantial resources available to implement these reforms, and President Bush will fightany effort to 
undo them. · 

> Many older students and current workers will also need to strengthen their skills to compete for the jobs of 
tomorrow. President Bush proposed a series of measures called.Jobsforthe·21s1 Century~ designed to provide. 
extra help to middle- and high school student.s who. fall behind in reading and math, expand Advanced Placement 
programs in low-income schools, and invite math and science professionals from the private sector to teach part­
time in high schools. 

> The President's Jobs for the 21s1 Century initiative will also provide largerPell Grants for students who prepare for 
college with demanding courses in high school. It increases support for America's community colleges to enable 
them to train workers for the industries that are creating the most new jobs. 

Sustaining Economic Growth: To help sustain America's economic recovery, President Bush called on Congress to pass · 
legislation to streamline federal regulations, protect employersfrom jurik lawsuits, ensure an affordable and reliable supply 
of energy, and _give younger workers an opportunity to set aside a portion of their Social Security .taxes in personal 
retirement accounts. He.also underscored his commitment to fiscal responsibility by announcing that his FY2005budget 
will hold discretionary spending growthto less than 4%, keeping America on track to cllt the deficit in half in five years. 

Strengthening Health Care for Millions of Americans: PresidentBush urged Congress to extendthe benefits of modern 
medicine throughout our country and take action to help control the rising costs of medical care and give more Americans 
access to health insurance. 

Strengthening Medicare: Just last month, President Bush signed legislation to strengthen Medicare and add a 
prescription drug benefit, keeping a commitment to seniors to help them afford the medicines they need. . 

> Starting this year, seniors can choose to receive a drug discount card that will save.10-25% off the retail price of 
most prescription drugs- and millions of low-income seniors can get an additional $600 to buy medicine. 

> ·Beginning next year, seniors will h'ave new coverage forpreventive screenings against diabetes and heart disease, 
and. seniors just entering Medicare can receive wellness exams. 

> In January of 2006, seniors can get prescription coverage under Medicare. For a monthly premiumof about $35, 
most seniors who do not have prescription drug coverage will see their drug bills cut roughly in half. Seniors Will be 
able to keep Medicare just as it is !Oday, or choose the Medicare plan that fits them best - similar to the health care 
choices offered to Members of Congress. 

> President Bush will.veto any effort to take this prescription drug coverage awayJrom seniors and limittheir choices. 
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Increasing Health Care Affordability and Coverage: President Bush is concerned about the rising cost of health care 
and helping Americans to afford health care coverage that best meets their needs. The President rejects the notion of a 
government-run health care system as some have proposed: He outlined a series of steps for making health insurance , 
more affordable and accessible, including: 1 

> Enabling small businesses to band together and negotiate for lower insurance rates, covering mar~ workers with 
health insurance, through Association Health Plans. 

r Giving lower-income Americans a refundable tax .credit so millions can buy their own basic health insurance 
coverage. 

> Computerizing health records to reduce costs, improve care, and lower the risk of medical mistakes. . 
> Eliminating frivolous medica! lawsuits that damage the doctor-patient relationship and keep good doctors from · 

· taking new patients. · . . · · 
> Allowing individuals to set aside money tax free in new Health Savings Accounts and to deduct 100% of the 

premiums for catastrophic health insurance from theirtaxes. · 

Building aBetterand More Compassionate America for All 

> During this time of great change in our nation, the President spoke to the importance of preserving the timeless 
values and vital institutions that continue to make America strong-like families, schools, and religious 
congregations. · 

> The President proposed several new steps to help young Americans make responsible choices. 

o Drug use in high school has declined by 11. percent over the past two years, and 400,000 fewer young 
people are using illeg~I drugs than in 2001. The President's FY 05 budget will inClude new funding to 

. continue our aggressive,·community-based strategy to reduce demand for illegal drugs~ as well as an 
increase of $23 million for schools that want to use drug testing as a tool to save children's lives. 

o To ensure that role models. do not send the wrong message about substance abuse to millions of American 
children, the President called on America's professional sports leagues and their unions to take decisive 
action to address the problem of illegal steroids. 

o At a time when 3 million American teenagers contract sexually transmitted diseases each year; the 
President proposes a new grassroots health campaign to inform teens and parents of the risks - arid a 
doubling of federal funding for abstinence education programs. 

> Defending the Institution of Marriage: The President also called for a priricipled stand to defend the institution of 
marriage against.activist' judges who redefine marriage by court order- without listening to the voices of the elected 
representatives of the people. · 

> Faith· and Community-Based Groups: The President is fully committed to empowering more of America's faith­
and community-based charities to address some of our toughest social problems and help those most in n.eed. · He· 
proposes to codify the executive order he signed that ends federal discrimination against these greups. And he 
announced a new plan to bring local and faith-based groups together with federal agencies to help recently 
released prisoners make a successful transition back to society - reducing the chance that they will be arrested 
again. This 4-year, $300million initiative will provide transitional housing, basic job training, and mentoring. 

President Bush described the state of our Union as confidentand strong and urged all Americans to move forward arid 
complete the important work ahead. · 

White House Office of Communications 
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The State of the Union 
Janua~ 20, 2004 . · 

·.\.' 

111' his State of the 'union address, President Bush discussed the serious bhallenges facing ou N tion and the steps we _ 
must take to make America a mere secure, more prospercus and more hopeful country. Over e fast:three ye;:irs; America . 
has come together to overcome great challenges; and the President expll!!ssed faith ·and confide ce in the American people _ 
and our nation's future. Now the choice is clear -to move forward on -the path to freedom and p perlty, or to tL1rn b!ick_ to _ _ · · 

I the old policies and divisions of the past. . ( . . . '" . . 

;· .. : 

--_ President8ushJaid out clear goals for the future, be~in_d which all Americans can unite, and urged then tiontomove . 
· forward with the work.that still needs to be done. . · -- - - - · - · 

-- -

- Making America Safer with Decisive Action to Win the War on Terror 

America is safer tod~y because of. the d~cisive action and leaderahip .of President Bush.·. P~sident Bush wilrneve,r forget· 
the attacks of September 11. Although there_ has not been -a successful attack on our homeland in-28 months; the 
President will not allow the nation to retum to a sense of false security°anq complaoel'icy as long as tfle terrorists still . 
threaten us. He called for continued action at home and abroad to defeatthe terrorists and pursue a foiward strategy of 
freed om to promote democracy throughout the Middle East. - · - -

. . . . t 
. . .. 

.· . ·~ ·. 

> -Thej<lre~ident called on Congress to renew the Patriot Act, which provides law eiifcrcement officials with s~sentlal - _ 
_ tools need~d tt.:i track down terrorists before they strike. The Patriot Act allows inve$tigato~ and prosecutOrs to use 
laws originally designed to prosecute embezzlers and drug traffickers to bring international terroris~s to justice. Jt . __ -
allCiwffederal law enforcement to better share information, track terrorists. disrupi their cells, and seize their assets. -

--->- Arnerica continues to wage a relentless campaign against terrorists who threaten our oou·ntry. In thl~ war; A°rnelica -_ 
-_ - -- Js taking the offensive, denying terrorists refuge, Identifying and seiZlng their, finance$; arid holding ter~orists and -

their sponsors to account, We ha\re captured almost twD-thirds of the known Al~Qaida leaders, including the · -- · · · 
master111ind of the -St)ptember 11 attacks, -- - · · -- -

__ __ , _ p -Afgh~ni:;;tan, once ruled by the brutal °Taliban regime ttiat sheltered Al-Oaida, has: adopted a ~e~ - ·-
- , - . · _constitution and is following the path of democracy, including providing fundamental-rights to Worrien; 

· •· · - b'- . Libya has now pledged to disclose and dismantle all of its weapons of_rnass destruction programs, _ 
-- .- -· ·; '.o . In Iraq. Saddam Hussein has been overthrown and captured and the enemies offreedorn are being ,,..,_ 

< systematically routed from their holes and rounded up, Iraqis are assuming greatenesppnsibility for their 
ow~ security and future government, and America, and more than 30 nations are helping thelrq.qi people 

- m~ke the transition to full sovereignty by the end of June. Altha.ugh it is hard work, we will stand by them 
; as they complete the transition lo democracy. · - · 

·: .. ·.··· 

-- > Th~ President reoognizes that different threats require different strategies. He i~ wqrking with other nations to -_ -
--- ensure that North Korea and Iran abandon th~ir nuc::learambitions and join the world cgmmunity in preventing thEf •--

spread ofdangerous weapons. - · _ . · . -- - _ · - · _ -• •·- _. · ~ •• -_ · -·. '. -• - - _ __ 
. . ' ·~· . . ·'. . 

-~-- America'~ actions will restJlfin the spread of democracy in "the Middle East- an iniportant step that will provide an . -
:alternative 'to terror and violence.·- ro further.encourage the progress of democracy,· President Bush. is calling for a ... 
doubling of !!Upport fo'r the National Endowment for Democracy, and focusing its new work en the development pf 

· free elections, free markets. free press, and free labor unions Jn the Middle East. · - -_ · · - · -

·:·_, 

- ·" 

-- -· \ 

.· '-. 
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Keeping Amerlc! on Track for a More Prosperous F~ture 

The.lastttlree years have revealed the fundamental strengths of Ame~ica's economy. DespitetheuJ'lprecedentedeconbmic 
snocks of recession, the September 11. attacks, CQrporate scandals .and war.~ America'~ economy is _on track fo( recovery 

·. and sustainedjob cr~ation. · · · · · · : ·. · ·· · · 

.)>. The tax relief proposed and signedinto law by President Bush was theright actio~ at the right~me}or (Jur . . 
. economy. ·This tax relief doubled the child tax c~dit; reduced the rtjattiage penalty; phased ouUhr: death tax; 

·· .. lowered taxes on capital gains, stock dividends, and small busines$es to create incentives for job creation; and: . · ... 
lowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes. · . · . ·: . · . . ... . . 

~· The resultsofthis decisive action are clear. Economic growth In the 3rd quarter of 2003 ;and new hom~construction 
the highest in almost 20 years; homeownership levels are at historic highs; manufacturing activity is increasing:·· 

· . inflation and interest rates are low; and a quarter million jobs were ~raated in the last half of 2003. · · · · 
. l> . President Bush calJed on Congress to enable these pasitive economic trends to continue l::iy making the tax relief 

· permanent"."' so families and businesses can plan and invest for theJuture, . · .· 

. Helping Americans Ac~ess High•Demand Jobs: . America's economy is growing bl.it it is al$o ,chi[inging, ancl it is more .. · ·· 
:'irl'.lportantthan eyer that Americans have the education and training needed· to slieeeed in the new millennium. The No · 
Child Left Behind Act is bringing important reforms to America's schools by insisting On standards ·and ac(:ounf?ibility for 

·. results. .There are substantial. resources available to implement these reforms; and President Bush will fight any effort to 
undo them. · · · · · · · · · 

: . ' . . . . :··. . \ ·." . . . , . 

~ · Many older students and current wo~rs wm also need· to strength~n their skills to oompete tor the jobs• at 
tomorrow.· President Bush proposed a series of measures called Jabs for the 21a: Century~ designed to pravjde 
extra help to middle- and high school students who fall behind in reading and math, expand Advanced Placement. 
programs in low-income schools, and i nvi.te math and science professionals from the piivate sectar ta leach part- · 
lime in high schools. ·· . . :: · . . , . · . · . 

··~ ThePresidenfs.Jobs forthe 2161 Century initiative willalso provjde·larger Pell GrantS.for students who prepare for · 
college with demanding courses in high school. . It increases support for Americai~ coinmunitYcolleges to enable : · 
them to train worker$ fer the iridustries that afe creating the most riew jobs. ··· · 1 

. ' . . •' . 

~ustaining Economi«; Growth: . To help sustain America's economic retc~ery, President Bush c~lled9n Congress to pass 
. legislation to streamline federal regulations, protect employers from junk lawsuits, ensure arfaffordable and reliable supply. 
·6f en~rgy, and gi.ve younger workers .an opportunity to Set asld~.a portion oftheir. Soeial Security taxes in personal.· · · 
~tirement .accounts .. ·. He also und~rscored his eommitment to fisc:al. resp0n$ibility by announcing that his FY 2005 pudget · ... 

'will hold discretionary spending growth to less than 4 %; keeping America on track to eut the deficit in halfin five years.. · · 

. Stren:gthenina Health care for Mil/Ions of Americani: . President Bush Jrged Con.gre~s to extend· the ben~flts af.moderr) 
· medicine:tJiroughout our country and take action to help control the rising casts of medical care and g·ive more Americans 
accessto'health lnsuram::e. ·. 1 · · · · · · · 

. Strgngthening Medicare: Just lastrrionth; President Bush· signed Jegisl~ti6n to strength~n Medicare. arid: add a 
prescription drug •. benefit. keeping a commitment to. seniors tp help them affbrd the medicines they need. · . 

.. ~ . St.arting this year, seniors can choose to rei:eive a drug .discount card that will save 1-0-25% o,ff the retail price of. 
mosfprescription drugs - and millions of low~inoome seniors can g~t an addition::ll $600 tcfbuy tTledicine. . . .•. . .... · .· 

~ · Beginning nextyear, seniors wlll have new CQVerage fo.rpreventiv~:screenings again$t diabetes and.heart disease; 
. and seniors just entering Medicare can receive wellness exams. . :: · · · . · .· · .·· · · · .. · . · -.. •.. · •. ·. · . : 

)>. In Ja..nuary of 2006, seniors can getpres~ription coverage ulldE!r Medicare. For a monthly premium of about $35, · 
rnostseriio~ who do not have prescription drug eoverage wiil see their drug ~ills c:ut roughly in half. Senibl'S will. be· 
able tc keep Medicare just as it i5 today, pr choose·the Medicare' pl.an that tits them best""" simili:ir to the health care · . 
ch~ice9 offered to Members of Congress. · :: · · · 

·· ~ President Bush will veto any effort to take this prescription drug co~rage away from seniors. and limit their choices.·.· . ·. .. . ' ' . " . . . . . ... . ... 

:·-;. 
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'lnerea$ing Health Care Affordability and Coverage: President Bush is concerned about the rising cost of heal.th care 
and helping Americans to afford health care coverage that best meets their needs. The President rejects the nation of a . 
government-run health Cfire system as some have proposed. He outlined a series of steps far making health insurante 
mare affordable and acr.essible, including: · 

> Enabling sm.all businesses to band together and negotiate for lower ins.urance rates, covering more workers wlth 
health Insurance, through Association Health Plans. · 

~ Giving lower-income Americans a refundable tax credit so milUons can buy their own basic health insurance 
. coverage. · ... . . · .. · 

;;:.. Computerizing health records to reduce costs, improve care, and lower the risk of medical mistakes, 
)"> Eliminating frivolous medical lawsuits that damage the doctor'"patient relationship and keep good doctors from 

taking new patients. . . .· . . . · . . . . . . . . . . .. ·.•. · . . .• 
> Allowing individuals to set aside money tax free in new Health Savings Accounts and to deduct 100% of the 

premiums for catastrophic health insurance from their taxes, · 

Building a Better and More Compassionate America for All 

~ During this time of great change in our nation, the President spoke to the importance of preser.ting the timeless 
values ancl vital institutions that continue to make Arnerica strong""""like families, schools, and religious 
congregations. · 

~ The President proposed several new steps to help young Americans make responsible choices, 

. o Dn.ig use in high school has declined· by 11 percent over the past two years, and 400,000 fewer young 
· people are using illegal drugs than in 2001 .. The Presidents FY 05 budget will include new funding to 

continue our aggressive, community-based strategy to reduce demandfor illegal drug~~ as well as an 
. increase of $23 million for schools that wantto use dr1Jg testing as a tool to save children's lives. 

o . To ensure that role models do not send the wrong message about substance abuse to mlllions of American 
children, the President called on America's professional sports leagues and their unions to take decisive 
action to address the problem of illegal steroids. . ·. . . . · . · . . ..· . . ·. · 

o At a time when 3 million American teenagers contract sexually transmitted diseases each year. the · 
. President proposes a new grassroots health campaign .to inform teens· and parents of the risks - and a 

doubling offederal funding for abstinence education programs. 

);> Defending the Institution of Marriage: The President also called for a principled stand.to defend the institution of 
rnarria,ge against actlvistjudges who redefine marriage by court order- without listening. to the volces of the elected 
representatives ofthe people. · · 

(· ' : -,, -, 

:7. Faith- and Community-Based Groups: The President is fully committed to empowering more of America'sfalth-
and community-based charities to address some of our toughest social problems and help those most in need. He 
proposes to codify the executive order he signed that ends federal discrimination against these groups. And he 
announced a new plan to bring local and faith-based groups together with federal agencies to help recently 
released prisoners make a successful transition back to society- reducing .the chance thatthey will be arrested 
again. This4~year, $300 milllon initiative will provide transiiionalhousing. basic job training, arid mentoring; 

' 

President Bush described the state of our Union. as confident and strong and urged all Americans to move forward and 
complete the important work ahead. · 

White House Office ofCcimmunlcatlons 
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.• . ' The State of the Union 
~ January 201 2004 . '(1i.e., f raiJ.e,..t' f(J:.1.11fz.tJ f'vi 

Jn his State of the Union address, President Bush discussed the serio~s challenges facinl our N~tion and. th: steps we 
must take to make America a more secure, more prosperous and more hopeful country. ~ver Ille last three years, America ~ 
has come together to overcome great challenges,, and~· .- . expressed.faith and confidence.in the American people v 

. and our .natio.n's. future .. Now the .. choice is clear -to m.ove .. ·.o· rwa. rd o··." ..• the path to freedom and prosperity, or to turn .back 1'r. 
~e-oio ~elieies and divisicns of !Ae"Pa~. • ·• ·. he ·. · . · . . · . · . ~J ql!'Jt' 

Pre. sident Bu.sh lald ou.t clear goals for the futu.· re, behind which all Americans can unite, and urged the nation to move ~ /e.T... -.r.·· .. . · 

forward with the work that still needs to be done,. ·. · . . ·. . . . . . .. ·. . . . . . . / ?~ 
~a king America Safar with Decisive Action to Win th• War an. Tarror 

America is safer today because of the decisive action and !eaderahip of President ·Bush .. President Bush will. never forget 
the attacks of September 11. Although there has not been a successful attack on our homeland in 28 months, the 
President will not allow the nation.to return to a sense of false security and complacency as long as the terrorists still 
threaten us. He called for continued action at horne and abroad to defeat the terrorists and pursue a forward strategy of 

· freedomto promote democracy throughout the Middle East .· . . · -Gw~: ""fl cttJ J · . ·.· · ··•. . · . .· .. · . 
· ·.·. . ·· · . UsA PATRfoT ·... .······.. . . .· / 

>- T. h.·ePres. ident c. alled on Congress ·to .. renew.the.~. · .. Act.·.w=rovid.es .. law enforcem .. ent o. ffi.·cials.wi.'thessenti.al · / 
. . tools needed to traci< down terrorists before they strike. The .. · Act allows investigators and prosecutors to use 

\am originaUy designed to p~ecute embezzlers and drug traffickers to bring intematiooal terrorists to justice. It · 
allows federal· law enforcement to better sh are information j track terrorists, disrupt their cells,· and seize their assets. 

~ America continues to wage a relentless oampaign against ~~~< ~:1tJn our countiy. In th, is war. Amen ca . /. 
is taKing the offensive, denying terrorists refuge, identifylng~and seizing their flnances, and holding terrorists and . v 
·their sponsors to account. We have captured almost two-ttiirds of the known Al-Oaida leaders, including the 
mastermind of the Septembert1 attacks. · 

. . 
~ . .. . 

o Afghanistan, once ruled by Iha brutal Taliban regime that sheltered Al-Oaida. has adopted anew 
constitution and is following the path of democracy, including providing fundamental rights to.women .. 

o · Libya has now pledged to disclose and dismanHe all of its weapons of mass destruction programs. 
o In Iraq, Saddam Hussein has been overthrown and captured and the enemies of freedom are being . 

systematically routed from their holes and rounded up. Iraqis are assuming greater responsibility for their 
own security and future government. and America and more than 30 nations. are helping the Iraqi peqple . 

. make the transition to full sovereignty by the end of June. Although it is hard wofi<, we will stand by them · 
as they complete the transition to democracy; 

.'.,i;lo The President recognizes that differentthreats require different strategies. He is w9rking with other nations to · 
ensure that North Kore.a. and Iran abandon their nuclear ambitions and join the wor1d community in preventing the 
spread of dangerous weapons. · 

~ Am~rica's actions wmresult in the spread of democracy in the Middle East- an important step that will provide an 
alternative to terror and violence. To furttierencourage the progress of democracy. President Bush is calling for a 
doubling of support for the National Endowment for Democracy. and focusing its new work on the development of· 
free elections. free markets. free press, and free labor unions inJhe Middle East. . · 
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' · KHping America on Track for a More Prosperous Future 

P.03/04 

The last three years have revealed the fundamental strengths of America1s economy. Despite the unprecedented economic r/ 
shocks of recession; the September 11 attacks, corporate scandals1and war, America's economy is on track forrecovery. 
and sustained job creation. . · · 

'' . . . . . . 

» The tax relief proposed and signed into law by President Bush was the right action altheright time for our 
economy. This tax relief doubled the child tax credit; reduced the marriage penalty; phased out the death tax; 

. lowered taxes on capital gains, stock dividends, and small businesses to create incentives for job creation; and 
lowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes. 

> · The results of this decisive action are clear. Economic growth in the 3rd quarter of 2003 and new home construction . . . / 
<lre -the highest in almost 20 yearn; homeownership levels are at historic highs; manufacturing activity is increasing;· V 

tnnaticm and interest rates are low: and a quarter million jobs were created in the last halfof 2003. 

> President B·. ush ta .. lied on Congress to :t;th~.e. positive eco. n·o.·mic.trends ~ .. ·R1:1e by making·. th. e. tax re. lief / 
. permanent- so families and businesses n.plan. and invest..fer~e Mllte ... r. . {iv- .r:/'te ~+ .... ~ 

· . . . . · · · · · ·.. secl{r e . v1 14.. co i\ f1 J.flt c:..e.. · 
HelplngAmorlcans Acr;ess High-Demand Jobs: America's economy is growing but it is also changing. and if is more 
important than ever that Americans have the education and training needed to succeed in the new millennium. The No . 

·Child Left Behind Act is bringing important reforms to .America's schools by insisting on standards and acceuntability tor 
results. There are substantial resources available to implement these reforms, and President Bush will fight.any effort to 
undothem. · · · · · 

jr- Many older studenm and current workers will a1$o need to strengthen their skills to compete for the jobs of 
tomorrow. President Bush proposed a series of measures called Jobs for the 21a1 Century- designed to provide 
extra help lo middle- and hig~ school students who fall behind in reading and math, expand Advanced Placement 
programs in Jaw-income schools, and invite math and science professionals from the private sector to tet;1ch part-
time in high schools. · . · . . , 

~ ThePresidenrs Jobs far the 21st Century initiative will also provide larger Pelt Grants for students who. prepare for 

· . .·college wi~ dem. a.nd.ing cou~es in ryig·h. school.·~· ·n?rea·. s. es, s. u. p.port f~r Am.enc. a·~ co.mrnunity colleges to eM81e• •· ... ~. 
, .. ~e. m. 1 te train. wo .... rkers for the rndustnes that are . ati.ng the. most new .. Jobs. . l .. ·· . · · · v . . . . . . . . . n e._ /i\; fja f; v((. d. I('.) . . 

Sustaining Economic Growth: To help sustain America's eeononiic recovery, President Bush called· on. Congress to pass 
legislation to streamline federal regulations, protect employers from junk lawsuits, ensure an afforciabla and reliable supply 
of energy, and give younger workers an opportunity to set aside a portion of their Social Security taxes in personal . . 
retirement accounts. He also underscored his mmmitment to fiscal responsibility by announcing that hisfY2005 budget 

· will hold discretionary spending growth to less than 4%, keepingAmerica on track to cut the defitit in half in five years. 

Str;1nsthenina.Health Can far Millions of AmarlCf.ns: President Bush urged Congress to extend the bene~ts of modem 
medicine throughout our countfy' and take action to. help control t~e rising costs of medical care and give more Americans · 
access to health insurance. 

Strengthening Medicare: Just last month1 President Bush signed legislation to strengthen Medicare and add a 
prescription drug benefit, keeping a commitment to seniors to help them .afford the medicines lhey need; . 

> . Starting this year, ~niors can choose to receive a drug discount card that will save i 0-25% off the retail price of 
most prescription drugs - and millions of low-income seniors can get C1n additional $600 to buymedlcine. 

~· Beginning next year. seniors will have new coverage for preven"ve screenings against diabetes and heart disease, 
.. . and 5enlorsjust entering Medicare can receive wellness exams. . Modesf · 

> In January of 2006, seniors can get prescription coverage u.nder Medicare. For a.fucinthly premium ef !bciQt $35, 
mos ... tse.niors who .do not h.ave prescription.drug coverage·~· · . ee.· the. ir drug bills cut roughly in hal. f .. Seniors wiUbe. 
able to keep Medicare just as it ls today, or choose the Me · re plan that fits them best :c... similar to the health care 
'choices offered to M01;nbers of Congress. • . c:_ o .... lJ.. · · • . . · · 

~ President Bush will veto any effort to take this prescription drug coverage away from seniors and limit their choices .. 

v .. ·t/ 
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1·pe:easfng Health Care Affordability and Coverage: President Bush rs concerned about the rising cost of health care 
~and helping Americans to afford health care r.overage that best meets their needs. The President rejects t.he notion of a 
gavernmenHun health care system as some have proposed. He ouWned a sertes of ~teps for making health Insurance 
more affordable and accesSible, including: 

)- Enabling small businesses to band together and negotiate for lower insurance rates, covering more workers with 
health insurance, through Association Health Plans. 

~ Giving lower-Income Americans a refundable tax credit so millions can buy their own basic health insurance 
coverage. 

:.-- Computerizing health records to reduce costs. improve care: and lower the risk of medical mistakes, 
~ Eliminating frivolous medical lawsuits that damage the doctor-patient relationshi~ and keep good doctors from I 

taking new patients_ 
). Allowing individuals to set aside money tax free in new Healtti Savings Accounts and to deduct 100% of the 

premiums for catastrophic health insurance from their taxes. 

Building a Better and More Compassionate America for All 

> During this time of great change in our nation, the Presidentspoke to the importance of preserving the timeless 
values and vital insfitutions that continue to make America strong-like families, schools, and religious 
congregations. · 

~ The President proposed severa~ new steps to help young Americans make responsible choices_ 

o Drug use in high school has declined by 11 percent over the past two years, and 400,000 fewer young 
people are using illegal drugs than in 2001. The President's FY 05 budget will include new funding to· 
continue our aggressive, community-based strategy to reduce demand for illegal drugs - as well as ~n .· 
increase of $23 million for schools that want to use drug testing as a tool ta save children's lives. 

o To ensure that role models do not sand the wrong message about substance abuse to millions of Amerit;an 
children, the President called on America 1s professional sports leagues and their unions to take decisive . 
action to address the problem of illegal steroids. 

c At a time when 3 milllon American teenagers contract sexually transmitted diseases ~ach year, the 
President proposes a new grassroots health campaign to inform teens and parents of the risks - and a 
doubling of federal funding for abstinence education programs. 

~ . Defending the lna1itutlon of Marriage: The President also called for a principled stand to defend the institution of 
marriage against activist judges who redefine marriage by court order~ without listening to the voices of the elected 
representatives of the people. 

~ Faith· and Community-Based Groups~ The President is fully committed to e'mpowering m.ore of America's faith­
and community-based charities to address some of our toughest social problems and help those most in need, He 
proposes to codify the executive order he signed that ends federal discrimination against these groups. And he 
announced a new plan to bring local and faith-based groups together with federal agencies to help recenijy 
released prisoner.; make a successful transition back to society- reducing the chanc:e,ttiat they will be arrested 
again. This 4·year, $300 million initiative will provide transitional housing, basic job training, and mentoring. 

President Bush described the state of our Union as COf'lfident and sbong and urged all Americans to move forward and 
complete the important work ahead. · · 

White Ho1.1aa .Offica at Communie-'1ona 

TOTAL P;04 
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The State of the Union 
January 20, 2004 .. ··.· 

. 'c ·.· +" ~ ' 

. ,·: .. 

· · th his State of the l.Jnion address, President Bush discussed the serious challenges facing our Nation and the steps we 
must take to make America a more secure, more prosperous an.d mcit'e hOpeful oo.untry. Over the lasr1hree years, Amelica 
has come together to overcome great challenges, ilnd the President express~d faith and confidence in the American people 
and our riation'sfuture. Now the pholce ls clear- to move forward on the path to freedom and prosperity, onoturn back tq ... 
the Old po~tles and. divisions Cf the' past . . . . . . . . . . 

·?:resident Bu~h laid out clear goals for the future, behind WhlchaH Americ~s can llni~. and urged:fhe natiOn. to mqve ,;c. · ..• 

forward wit!'\ tbeworktha~still needs to be done. , · . · ·. ·. · ·· . · . ·. . ·.. · · ·. ··•·· ·· ·· . 

Making America Safer with DflClsive Action to Win t/ie War en T'•rror r ':.· . 

America i~ safe·~ today because cit the decistve. action and leadership of President Bush. Presideht Bush will .never forg_et · 
· i;he attacks of September 11. Although there has npt been a Succe$sful atUick on our homeland In 28 months, the · 

President will not allow lhe nation to return to a sense offalse sequrity and complacency as long as the terrorists still . 
threaten us. He called for continued action ·at home snd abroad to defeat 1he terrorists and pur::;ue a forward strategy of 
freedom to· protnota democracy throughout the Middle East · · · . ·. · 

. ~· .. ',. ~ · . 

. )>. The 'presl~nt called on CongreSs to renew the Patriot Ac~ which provides law enforcement offl~lBls with essential · 
<· ·. toolS heeded to track down tem.lrists before they strike. The Patriot Act allows in'lestlgators and prosecutors to use · 

· · · ·. · laws Qrlginally dBslgned to prosecute embezzlers and drug traffickers to bring intematio~at· terrorists to JUStiee~ ·~ lt 
, allows. federal law enforcement to better share information, track terrorists; disrt1Pt their cells, arid .seize their assets ... · 

. ~· .:,:.· { 

' )> :~America continues to wage a relentless Campaign against terrorists Who threaten QUr country. In this w~r, America ·. 
· is fakinQ the Offensive, denying terrorists fSfuge, ldeotifylng and seiZlng their finances, and holding terrorists and- · .. ••· 

their !Sponsors to account We have captured almost twcrthirds ofthe known Al-Qaida leaders, including the 
" mastennind of the September 11 attacks. ' . . . . . ·. ,' . . ' ·, . . .•. ' 

. _: 

.. ·.· .. ; 

. o.• · Afghanistan, ll~ ruled by. th~ brutal Taliban· re~ime.that :$helte~d Al~a~ida~ has. adopted a new 
con$titution and is fc>l\owlng the path of democracy, lncludlng providing fundar:nental rights to women. 

0 ' Libya has now pledged to disclose ani:t dl!~mantle all oflts weapons of mass destn.lqfi.on' progran:is~ 
·· o · In Iraq. Saddam Hussein has been overthrown Bl'ld captured and the enemies offreedom eire being .. · · 

· systematically routed from their holes and roun.ded up. Iraqis are ass1Jming greater respoi:isibllitY forthelr 
own security and future govemment. and America end more than 30 nations are. helping the Iraqi peopie . . . , . 
. make the.transition to full sovereignty by the end of June. Although it ls hard work. we will stand by.them. ·. 
··as· they complete the transition to democracy. · · · · , . 

·· ... :. . .. · ... 

· .. }>' Tti~,Presidentrecognlzes thatdifferentthreats require different strategies. He is working with Qther nations fo · ... · '· · 
· : ·· 'ensu.i'e thatNorth Korea and Iran abandon their nuciei!:lr ambitions and Jointh,e world cornmunity in preveotlflg the. 

spread pf dangerous weapons .. ~ · · · 

. ' . ' ·.~ '·. Amertca's a(jtions. will result In the sprea'd af ·democraty In the Middle East- an importa~tStep that wm provjde ah 
. , "alternative to terror and violence. To further encourage the progress of democracy, Presld,ent Bush ls caning for a 

doubling of support for the National Endowment for Democracy, and focusing its new wotk on the dSvetoptnent of 
· • · ' · ftee ~lecticns, free markets, f~e press, and free labQr unions in the Middle E~E>~: . · 

,:· ,. ' 

.. •,.• .. 
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·The last th~ years have reyealed the fundamental strengthsof Ar:rlerica'Ei.ecoriomy._ Despltetbe unprecede~·ted.~conomic;; .. 
shockS Of recession, 1n.e September 11 ·attacks, corporate scandals and W!iJr, America's. economy is on tra~k for reco\lery . · 
and su.st~ined }Qb ereation. · ·. ' · ·· 

... ':· 

.. . > . The tax relief proposed and signed into law by President.Bush: was ltie right a~~ at tt\e ~ght timafor our .. 
. ~conomy. This ~ relief doubled the chlld tax credit reduced the marriage penalty; ph.ased outthe death tax; 

· · .IOwered ~ ~n ~pita~ ga~s. Stock diVldi;Jnds. and sm·.all bus\nesses .to c~ate incentl_ves for jpb crea~ion~~.~ntt ... ·. 
lowered taKes forevery American who. pays lncorne taxes. . . . .· . .· · .· , .·.. . . . 

•. he resu . this decisive action are clear •. Economic gmwth in the 3ril quarter of 2003 end new home CQnsti'Uction . 
. /, I c..., ~he h!gl:\est ·· a,imost 20 yeaf'S; homeowners~ip lev?~ are at historic highs; manuteeturlng adlvlty, is:iricrea8ing; . ·· 
·11"· • · 1 .- nd interest rates are low;. and-aquartermdllonjobs were created In the last half of2003,: .· ·· ·•· · . 

· ··~··.·President Bush called on CQngress to enable lh~e paslttve ecoOQmlc trerids to contlou~ ~y making the ta)( relief .. 
permanent.;.. so fammes and businesses can plan and invesffor .the future. . ··· · · · · 

... . . . ·.· . . . . . . _,. . _.,, 

Helping 'Amerlcens Access High-Demand Jobs:. America's eoononiy is growing but it is. also c~a.nglng~ and It. is rnore .. ~ .. ·.. . 
importantthan ever that Americans have the education am:i training needed to succeed if) the newmillaonlum. The No · 
·Child l.eij B6hlnd Act i$ bringing important reforms to America's schools by insiSting on stindards and accounta,billty for · 
' results; There are substanHal resources available to Implement these reforms, and PresldentBush wlU fight any effort to , . 
· uridothem. . . ·. : . . . . ·. ·· ·.. : 

,».:.·Many,older students and current workers Wtll also Meed iO strengthen their skills fo:oompete.fot the ]obso( .... ·.. · .. , .• 
tomorrow. President Bush proposed B series of measures called· Jobs for the 2~ Cenwty~de,signed.to grQvide < .. ··· 

. ·.. · ·. e><tra help to middle .. and high sehool studen.ts wt,o fall behind in reading and math; expand Aavanced Placement 
· · · ·· ' programs in low-income schools~ and invite matt\ and science professionals from the private sectofto teach part-· · 

·_ ·fl.me in:··nigt.l schools. . ·. · · . .. ·; . . . · . . . ·.. . . ~.···. · .. _ . .····. . 
;;.. · The President's Jobs for the 21sr Cent111y initlativewil\ also provide larger P~ll Grants forstude1nis who prepare for 
.·· .. ·· c9ll~e with demanding coura~ in high sch00l. It increases support f()r America'~ communitY colleges to enable 
•, " ' them to train VJOrkers for the inaustries 1hat are creating the mos~ new jObs~ . . ' ' : :- ' ' . 

s0$talriing Economic Growth: To h~lp sus~ln Ar.neri~a·s .economic, re~overy, Pres~nt B~h,called .cit\ Cong res; to ~~" . ·. · .·.·· .. 
legislatiohlo streamline federal regulations, protect employers 'from Junk lawsuits, ensurlft an affordable and reliable supply ·.• ' 
of energy,· and give younger workers an opportunity ·tQ set asiije·a portion of .their:Soclal .setµritY.taxi!!s in· p~rsonal ··.· · 

, . te!irel'nent -aricQunts. · He also undeJScored his commitment to fiscal responsibllity by announcing thi:at his EV 2,905 budget . 
. · · will .'hold discretl~nar)i spending growth toJess than 4%, keeping America on track to cut the deficit In. half in five years. · 
': .. , • :· - ,: .,- -.- ·' ' ' . - . • . • • .- ··, •• - . '· • • ' . . • . ~--; • ; 7 • ' '. ' . 

. . SiiengtlJenilJg.Health C@C8 far Millions of Americans: President. ~ush urged Congress to eXtendthe,be~efitS.Of modem· . 
· mecilc.ine thro.ughout oureountry and take action to. help COf"!trDI t,he rising costs of medi~l ~ere and give more Americans. 

access to. health insurance. · · · · · · · · · · · · ' · ·· · 

· ··.· Strengthenlrig Medieare: . Just last month. President Bush slgnedJ~islation to strerigthen,Medicare a~d.afid a · " .. · .. , . 
· prescription drug benefit,. keeping· a commitment to· seniors to help them afford the medicines th~y need, · ··' : : · ·· · ·. 

>··. Starting this year,· seniors can ct)oose to receJVe·a drug discount card that will· save 1 Q..;25%; offJhe· retail price of · 
mostpreseription drug~..,.;. and millions of low-income ~niol'$ can get an additional $60() to buy m~dicln.e. ·. 

>~ . Begl11ning next year, senior$ will.have new cover~ge fc:ir preventive screenl11gs against diabetes and heartpisease; 
cmdsenlorsjustentering Medicarecanreceivewellnes8exams. . · .· .. ·• · · · · :< .: ·.· .\. '.. · 

. . . > : Iii January of 2006, seniors can get prescrtplion coverage under Medicare •. For a moiJti)ly pre01h.1m of about$~~-. . •··• 
··most $eniors ~ho do .not have prescriptiondrug cove.rage wiUsee their drug·bills'cut rqughly in.halt Seniors wiH .. be· ·· 
abl~ to keep Medicare just ·a,g it is today' or choose the Medicare plan that filS them best.:.. similar tcHhe healttl care 
ctioicesoffered.to Members of Congress. ·. .. . . . , · .. · ... ·. . .. · .·... .·· . . . . , 

.~. . ...· .... ~. .·.·. .··. Proo\dentBush will v~to any effort to ta1ce th1s pres~~pti~n t;lrug .~vera~e away tro111 seniors '~nd l!m~ their choices: ' z ., ··'>···· . . ... ,.. . .. '----....·.-::;;. Who JS: :--/t,-r~~~~~-i ·· . \l 
<. 

/ ' . 
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lner~asiog Health Care Affordability and Coverage: President But;h is concerned aboutthe rising cost of he~lth care 
and helping.Americans tQ afford health care coverage ·that beSt meeis their needs. The President rejeetsthe notion of a 
government-run health care system as Same have proposed. He outlined a ser1es of steps for making health lnsurance .. 
more affordable and accessible, Including: . . ... . .. . . . . 
· .. · >: ·· Enabling small· businesses t<> band together and negotiate for lower insurance rates, covenng more workers with ... 

health Insurance, through Association Health Plans.·. . . ... . . . . . . ... . ... • . ·. .· . · 
>. Giving IQw~r:-income Americans a refundable tax credit so millions can buy their own basic health Insurance · .. · 

·· co'it'er~ge. .· · . · · .· .· .··. · .. ·.·· .. ·· ... ·· 
· > Campu~rlzlrig health. records to reduce costs, improve care,. and lower the ris" of medical mistakes. 
> Eliminating f~volous medical lawsµits that damage the d()Ct9r-patient relationship ~d keep good doctors fr<?m 

taking new patients. · . ·. . . .. . ·.· . . . , 
)- Allowing individuals to set aside money tax free in new Health Savings Accounts am~ to deduct 100% of the 

premiums for catastrophic: health insurance from their taxes. · · -. · 
. '. . ' . 

. S,dlldiqg a Setter and More Compassionate America for All .... 

·. > D~ririg th ls time of great change in our nation, the President spoke to the importan.~ of: preserving the timeless. 
''values and vital institutions -that continue to make Amertea strong-like families, schools, and religious' ,· 
con~r~ga~ons. '' . ' . ' ' ' . ' . 

_: · > The President proposed severa~ new steps to help young Americans make responsible choices, 
~:·. 

~·-· ... · 
o Drug use in high schoolhas dectinedby 11 percent over the past two yearsi anci400,000feweryoi..mg· 

·•• .- · - people are using llleg~I drugs than in 200L The President'$ FY 05 budgetwillmclu9e new funding ~o -.. , , 
.. continue our aggressive, community-based strategy to redlJCS demand for Dlegal drugs - as well as an · 

increase of $23 million for schools that )'llant to use dNg tesHng as a tool~ save children's lives. ' · _ 
. o._ To ensure that lllle models do not send lhe wrong mes&age about substance abuse to millions of Amerfoan 

. . . · _ , · . children; the President called on America's profess10n!3\ sports leagues and theiir 1 • .mior:is tO take decisive 
' action to addreSs the problem of Rlegal smrolds: . ·.· . ' ' • . .• ' : '• ' '. ' ' 

1 · o At a time when ~ million American teenagers contract sexually transmitted diseases each year, the 
· · President proposes a new grassroots health campaign to inform teens and parents of the risks - and a · · · · 

doubling of federal funding for abstinence ectucation programs. . 
J· . .. : . : .. 

> Defending the Institution at Marriage: The Presidentalso called for a principled stand to defend the institution of -
. "marri~ge _against aclivilit judg~ Who-redefine .marriage. by COQrt orde('-without lis.tenlng to t)'I~ Voices of the electi;q 

. . tepr~entatives of the people. . · · · · · · · · · " · · 
\,> 

> , Faith~ and Community-Based Groups; ·The F?resident Is fully c~nimittsd to empowering more of Artt~Mcais f~th~ .. . 
and community-biised charities to address some of our toughest· social probteminmd help t11ose mpst in need. He 

·. prQposes to codify the ~xecutive order he sigried that ends federal discrimination against these ,groups. And he'. 
· announced a new plan to bring local-and falth-based groups together with federal.agencies to help recently •.·· 

'' relea$ed prisoners make a suceessful tnmsition back tri society- reducing the chance~ that they will be arrested ' "" 
again. This 4-year, $300 million initiative will provide tra~itionel housing, basic job training, ~nd mentoring.· . . . 

Pr-esident aush describect the state· of our Union as confident and strong and urged all Amencans to move rot'Ward· ~nd 
complete the lmponant work ahead. · -

' . ~ '.. . 

. White kauae omaa r;1f. Cc1ni.1'1.1n1aationa 
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The State of the Union 
January 20, 2004 

. ' . . ' . . 

I~ his State ofthe Union address, President Bush discussed the serious challenges facing 04rNationand the steps we ·· 
must take to make America a more secure, more prosperous and more hopeful country. Over the last three years, America 
has come together to overcome great challenges, and the President expressed faith and confidence in the American people 
and our nation's future. Now the choice is clear_: to move forward on the path to freedom and prosperity, or to tum back to 
the.old policies and divisions of the past. · 

President Bush laid.out dear goals for the future, behind which all Americans can unite, and urged the nation to move 
forward with the work thatstill needs to be done. · 

Making America Safer with Decisive Action to Win the Wat on. Terror 
. . . . . . 

America is safer today because of the decisive action and leadership of President Bush. PresidentBush will. nev~r forget 
the attacks ofSeptember 11. Although there has not been a successful attack on our homeland in 28 months, the 

. Pr.esident will .notallow the nation to return to a sense of false security and complacencyas long as the terrorists still. 
threaten us. He called forcontinued aQtion at home and abroad to defeat the terrorists and.pursue a forward strategy of 
freedom to promote democracy throughout the Middle East. . · 

. . 
. . 

. ·>o- JhePresident called on Congress to renew the Patriot Act, which provides law enforcement officials with essential 
toolsneededto track down terrorists before they strike: The Patriot Act allows investigators and prosecutors to use 
laws originally designed to prosecute embezzlers and drug traffickers to bring intematior:ialterrorists tojustice. · It .· 
allowsfederal law enforcement to better share information, track terrorists, disrupt their cells, and seize their assets, 

);.- America .continues to wage a relentless campaign againstterrorists whothreaten our country .. lnthis war, America 
isJaking the offensive, denying terrorists refuge, identifying and seizing their finances, and holding terro'rists and 
their sponsors to account. We have captured almost two-thirds of the known Al-Qaida leaders, including the 
mastermind of the September11 attacks. · 

o Afghanistan, once ruled by the brutal Taliban regime that sheltered Al-Qaida, has adopted a new 
· constitution and is following the path of democracy, including providing fundamental rights to women. · 

o Libya has now pledgeg to disclose and dismantle all of its weapons of mass destruction programs. 
o In Iraq, Saddam Hussein has been overthrown and. captured and the enemies of freedom are being 

systematically routed from their holes and rounded up. Iraqis are assuming greater responsibilityJor their · 
own security and future government, and America and more than 30 nations are helping the Iraqi people 
make the transition to full sovereignty by the end of June. Although it is hard work, we will stand by thelll 
as they complete the transition to democracy. 

~ The President recognizes that different threats require different strategies. He is working with othernations to 
ensure that North Korea and Iran abandon their nuclear ambitions and join the world community· in preventing the ·. 
spread of dangerous weapons. · · ··· · · · ·· · 

~ America's actions will result in the spread of democracy intheMiddle East.,... an important step thatwill provide an 
alternative to terror and violence. To further encourage the progress of democra~y,Presid~nt Bush is calling for a 
doubling of Sl1pport for the National Endowment for Democracy, and focusing its new work on.the development of . · 
free elections, free markets, free press, and free labor unions in the Middle East. 



,• 

· Keeping America on.· Track for a More Prosperous Future 

. The lastt~ree years have revealed the fundamental strengths ofAmerica:s ~conomy. Despite the 'unprecedented economic 
· .. shocks of recession, the September 11 attacks, corporate scandals and war, America's economy is oh track {or recoveri 

and sustainedjob ·creation. · · · · 
. . 

. ··> The. tax relief proposed and signed into. law by President Bush was the right action at the rightti~e forour . : 
· economy. This tax relief doubled the child tax credit; reduced the marriage penalty;. phased out the death tax; 
·. lowered taxes on capital gains, stock dividends, and small businesses to create incentives for job creation; and : 

lmvered taxes for every American who· pays income taxes, . . .· . . .· · . . . . 
>. The results of this· decisive action are clear. ··Economic growth in the 3rd quarter of200~ and .new home constructicm 

· the highest in almost 20 years; homeownership levels are at historic highs; manufacturing activity is increasing; · 
inflation and interest rates are low; and a quarter million jobs were qreated in·the last half of 2003: . .. 

> President Bush· called on Congress to enable these positive economic trends. to continue by making the tax relief 
permanent - so families and businesses can plan and invest for the future. · ·· · 

· . Helping Americans Access High-Demand Jobs: America's economy is growing but it is also changing;. and it is more 
important than eyerthatAmericans have the education and training needed to succeed inthe new millennium. The No. 
Childleft.Behin.d Act is bringing important reforms toAmerica's schools by insisting on standards and accountability for · 
results. There are substantial resources available to implementthese reforms, and President Bush will fight:any effort to 
undo them. · · · · 

: ,. ' . . - . ·, . . . 

> .. Many older students and current workers will alsoneedto strengthen their skills to compete for the jobs of. /•' 
· tomorrow. President Bush proposed a series of measures called. Jobs for the 21st Centwy- designed to provide 

extrahelp to middle-and high school students who.fall behind in reading and math, expand Advanced Placement 
· programs in low-income schools, and invite math and science professionals fromthe private sector to teach part-

time inhigh schools. . . · .. · . . . · .. ···.. . ·. . ·. . · . · . . . . · 
> ThePres.ident's Ja,bs for the 21st Century initiative will also' provide larger Pell Grants' for students who prepare for · 

college with demanding courses in high school, It increases support for America's commu.nity colleges to enable 
themto train workers for the industries that are creating the most new jobs; · · · · 

Sustaining Economic Growth.: To help sustain America's econornic. recovery, President Bush called on.Congress fo pass 
legislation to streamline federalregulations, protect employers from junk lawsuits, .ensure an affordable and. r~liable supply 
of energy, and give younger workers an opportunity t()set aside a portion of their Social Security taxes in personal 
retirement accounts.. He also underscored his commitmenf to fiscalresponsibility by announcing that his FY 2005 budget 
will hold discretic;mary spending growth to less than 4 %, keeping America on· track to yut the deficit in halfinfive years. ·. 

Strengthening HealthCare for Millions of Americans: President Busti urged Congress to extendthe.benefitsof mo(jern 
medicine throughout our country and take action to helpcontrol the rising costs of medical care and give more Americans . 
access to health insurance. · · · · · 

Strengthening Medicare: Just last month, President Bush signed legislation to strengthen Medicare and add a · 
. prescription drug benefit, l<eepinga commitm'ent to seniors to helpJhem afford the medicines they need .. · · · 

> Starting this year, seniors can choose to receive a.drug discountcard that will saveJ 0~25% offtheretail price of 
. most prescription drugs ...: and millions of low-income seniors can. get an additional $600 t() buy medicine. . 

> Beginningne?<t year, seniorswill have new coverage forpreventive screenings against diabetes and heart disease, · 
and seniors just entering Medicare can receive wellness exams. .. . . . .. · 

> l.n January of2006, seniors can get prescription coverage under Medicare. Fornmonthly premium of. about $35, 
most seniors who do.not have prescription drug coverage will see: their drug bills cutroughly in half. Seniors will be 

· aple to keep Medicare just as it is today, .or choose the Medicare planthat fits them best- sirnilar ~othe health care · 
· choices offered to Members of Congress. · · . .. . · . . ·. · . . . · · 

>· PresidentBush will veto any effort to take this prescription drug coverage away from .seniors and 'lirnittheir choices. 
l ' 



~ Increasing Health Care Affordability and Coverage: ~resident Bush is concerned about the rising costof health care 
and helping Americans to afford health care c6vera~e that best meets their heeds. The President rejects the notion of a 
government~run health care system as some.have proposed. He outlined a series of steps for making health insurance 

· · ·. more affordable an.d accessible, including: · · · . . . 
» Enabling small businesses to band together and negotiate for lower insurance rates, covering more workers with 

health insurance, through Ass.ociation Health Plans: · . . .· .. · 
» Giving lower-income Americans a refundable tax credit so millions can buy their Owh basic health· insurance 

coverage. 
» Computerizing health records to reduce costs, improve c~re, andlower the risk of medical mistakes. . 
)> Eliminating frivolous medical lawsuits that damage the doctor-patient relationship and keep good doctors from 

taking new patients. · ·· . ·· 
» · Allowing individuals to set aside money tax free in new Health Savings Accounts and to deduct100% of the 

premiums for catastrophic health insurance from their taxes. 

Building a Better and More Compassionate America for AH 
' ) 

» During this time of great change in our nation, the President spoke to the importance of preserving the timeless 
values and vital institutions that continue to make America strong~likeJamilies, s'chools, and re.ligious . · · · 
congregations. · 

» The President proposed several new steps to helpyoung.Americansmake responsible choices. 
. ' 

o Drug use in high school has declined by 11 percent over the past two years, and 400,000 fewer young 
people are using illegql drugs thanin2001. The President's FY 05 budget will include new funding to 
continue ouraggressive, community-based strategy to reduce demand for illegaldrugs - as well as an .· 
increase of $23 million for schools that w~nt to use drug testing as a tool Jo save children's lives. 

o . ·To ensure that role models do not send the wrong message about substance abuse to millions of American 
children, the.Presidentcalled on America's professional sports leagues andtheirunions to take decisive 
action to address the problem of illegal steroids,· · . · · 1 

o Ata time when 3 million American teenagers contract sexually transmitted diseases each year, the 
_President proposes a new grassroots health campaign to inform teens and parents of the risks - and a 
. doubling of federal funding for abstinence education programs. · 

. . } . ' ' . . 

» Defending the Institution of Marriage: The Pre.sident also called for a principledst~rid to defend the. institution of 
· marriage. against activist judges who redefine marriage by court order -- without listening to the voices of the elected · · 
representatives of the.people. 

. ' 

· » Faith· and Community-Based Groups: The President is fully committed to empowering more of America's faith- · 
and community~based charities to address some of our toughest social problems andhelp those most in need. He 

· proposes to codify the executive order he signed that ends federal discrimination againstthese groups; And he 
announced a new plan to bring local and faith-based groups together with federal agencies to help.recently 

. released prisoners make a successful transition back to society -- reducing the chance that they willbe arrested 
again. This 4-year, $300 million initiative will provide transitional housing, basic job training, and men,toring .. 

President Bush described the state ofol.Jr Union as confident and strong andurged all AmericansJo move forV/ard and . 
· complete the important work ahead. 

. . 

White House Office of Communications 



The State of the Union 
January 20, 2004 

. ' . -

In his State of the Union address, President Bush discussed the. serious challenges facing our Nation and the steps we 
must take to make America amore secure, more prosperous, and morehopeful·country.···ThePresidenfrecognized that, 
over the last three years, America has come together to overcome great challenges, and he unders.cored his faith and 
confidence in the American people and our Nation's future. Now the choice is clear...;, to move forward.on the. path to 
freedom and prosperity, or to turn back. · · · · 

President Bush laid out ambitious goals for the future, behind which all Americans can unite, and urged the Nation to move 
forward with the work that still needs to be done this year: 

1. Making America Safer with Decisive Action to Win theWar on Terror 
2. Keeping America on Track for a More Prosperous Future. . 
1 Strengthening Health Care for Millions of Americans 
4; Building a Better and More Compassionate America for All 

Making America Safer with Decisive Action to Win the War on Terror. 

America is safer today because of the decisive action and leadership of President Bdsh. Although there has· not been a 
successful attack on our homeland in 28 months, the President will not allow the nation to return to a sense offalse security · 
and complacency. He called for continued action at home and abroad to defeat the terrorists and pursuit of a forward 
strategy of freedom to promote democracy throughout the·Middle East. 

~ America continues to wage a relentless campaign against terrorists who threaten our country. lri this war, America 
is taking the offensive -- denying terrorists refuge; identifying, blocking, and seizing their finances; and holding · 
terrorists and theirsponsors to account. We have captured almosttwo-thirds ofthe known Al-Qaida leaders, 
including the. mastermind of the September 11 attacks. · 

o Afghanistan, once ruled by the brutal Taliban regime that sheltered Al-Qaida, has adopted a new 
constitution and is following the path· of democracy, including providing fundamental rights to women. 

o Libya has now pledged to disclose and dismantle all of its weapons of mass destruction prograrns. 
· o In Iraq, Saddam Hussein has been overthrown and captured, and the enemies of freedom are being 

systematically routed from their hiding places and rounded. up. Iraqis are assuming greater responsibility. · 
for their own security and future government, and America and more than 30 nations are helping the Iraqi 
people make the transition to full sovereignty by the end ofJune. Although itis hard work, we will stand by 
them as they complete the transition to democracy. ·; · · 

~ .The President called on Congressto renew the USA PATRIOT Act, which provides law enforcement officials with 
essential tools. needed to track down terrorists .. · The USA PATRIOT Act allows ·investigators and prosecutorsto use 
laws. or1z.~1y designed to prosecute embezzlers and drug traffickers to bring internatiC>nal terrorists to justice - . · 
:~:~~~~\:SJeral law enforcement to better share information, track terrorists, disrupt their cells, and seize their . · 

,, . . . . 
. . 

~ The President recognizes that different threats. require different strategies. He is working with other nations to. 
ensure that North Korea and Iran abandon their nuclear ambitions and join the world community in preventing the 
spread of dangerous weapons. · · · 

~ America's actions will result in the spread of democracy in the Middle East...., an important step that will provide an 
alternative to terror and violence. To further encourage the progress .of democracy, PresidentBush is calling for a . 

. doubling of support for the National Endowment for Democracy I and focusing Jts new work on the development of 
free elections, free markets.tree press, and free labor unions in the Middle East. ·· 



. Keeping America on Track for a More Prosperous Future 
• 

Th .. e. la .. st t·h.ree yea· ... rs. h_·a.ve re·v··. ea .. led. ·t·h· .. e· fun ... -.d. am···· enta.ls. t.reng··.t··.h·s .. of.· .. ·~··.·. · .. ica's ec. onom····y· .· .·D.·e. s. p ... it·e···t·h·e··· •... un·· .. p· re. ced·e.nt·e· d. e.·c. ono .. mic shocks of recession, the September 11 attacks, corporate scanda d war, America's economy is on track for recovery 
and sustained job creation. ·. · · I .· .· . · ·. · . · 

>- The tax relief proposed and signed into law by President ush was the right action atthe right time for our ·. ·· · 
economy. This tax relief doubled the child tax credit; reduced the marriage penalty; phased out the death tax; 
lower~d taxes on capital gains, stock dividends, and small businesses to create incentives for job creation; ahd 

. lowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes. . · ' ·· ·· · . .• · · · ' 
~· · The results of this decisive action are clear. Economic growth in the 3rd quarter of 2003 and new home Construction 

were the highest in almost 20 years; homeownership levels are athistoric highs; manufacturing activity is 
increasing ;inflation and interest.rates are low; and a quarter million jobs were. created .in the last half of 2003. · 

· >- President Hush called on Congress to secure these positive economic trends for the future by making the.tax relief 
permanent- so families and businesses can plan and invest with confidence. · · 

Helping Americans Access High.:Demand Jobs: Amedca's economy is growing, but it is also changing due to higher 
· productivity and· new technology. It is more important than ever that Americans have the education and training needed to 

succeed: The Np Child left Behind Act is bringing.important reforms to Am.erica's schools by insisting on stan.dards and 
C)Ccountabilityfor results. There are substantial resources available to implementthese reforms, ·and President Bush will · 
fight any effort to ur:ido them. . · · . · .· . 

~ Many older students and current workers will also need to strengthen their skills fo compete for the jobs of 
tomorrow. President Bush proposed more than $500 million for a series of measwes called Jobs forthe 21st 
G(Jntury- designed to provide extra help to middle and high sch0ol students who fallbehind in reading and math, 
expandAdvancedPlacementprograms in .. low-income schools, and invite math and science professionals from the 
private sector to teach part-time in high schools>· y J.~c1 ·· . · . . · · .. •. · 

··);>. The President.'s Jobs for. the 21st Century initiative~increases support for America's cornmunitycoUeges to train. · 
. workers for.the industries that are creating the most new jobs. The initiative will also provide larger Pell Grants for 
low~income students who prepare for college with demanding courses in high schooJ. 

Sustainil'lg·.•Economic Growth: To help sustain America's economic recovery, President Bus.h called on Congress to 
protect employers from junk lawsuits, ensure an affordable and reliable supply of energy, and give your:iger workers ari ·· 
opportunity to set aside a portion of th~e. ocial Security taxe.s in personal retirement accounts, He also called for a -. ·. · · 
reduction in burdensome and needles fe eral regulations on.employers. ~ also dsl$d He also underscored his 
commitment to fiscal responsibility by a~ ouncing that his FY 2005 budget will hold discretipnary spending growth to less . · 

than 4% .. keepin·g· A.~er.ica on.tr .. ac. k. to cut th~ .. d. eficit in half in five years .. · And, he ¥.~ k ... ed Congress. t ... o-- refo. rm.· our .. irri·m.· igra·. tio. n .. 
laws to reflect America's values while benefiting our economy. . \. ··.. . . ·. · · · . · ···. · · · -• ...-.IOC!iq.--, 

. ·.. . . . . . . . . . ·. .·. . ~ .. · .· · .. ·, ·.·.. ... $u....r.17 
Strengthening Health Care for Millions of Americans: President Bush urged Congress to exterd the benefits of modern 
medicine throughout our country and take action to help control the rising costs of medical care a·nd give more Americans 
access to health insurance. . . ' 

Strengthening Medicare: Jl.Jst last month, President Bush signed legislation to strengthen Medicare andadd a •· 
prescription'drug benefit, keeping acommitment fo seniors to help them, afford the medieines they need: 

>- Starting this year, seniors can choose to receive a drug discount card that will save· 10-25% off the retail price of 
most prescription drugs- and millions of low-income seniors can get an additional_ $600to buy medicine .....•. 

· >- Beginning next year, seniors will have new coverage for preventive screenings against diabetes and heart disease, 
and seniors just entering Medicare can receive wellness exams. .··. . .·· · 

· >- In January of 2006, seniors can get prescription coverage .under Medicare. For a r:riodesfmonthly premiuni1,n1ost 
· · seniors who do not have prescription drug coveragecould see their drug bills_ cut roughly in half. Seniors will ~ ·.··. 

abl_e to keep Medicare just as it is today, or choose the Medicare plan that fits them best- similar to the healtt\.g9re 
choices offered to Members of Congress. . . · . . . _ . 

. )» President Bush will veto any effort to take this prescription drug coverage away from seniors or limit theirch6iC:es. 



. . . . . ,, ' 

ln'creasing He~lth Care Affordability and Coverage: President Bush is concerned ~bout the rising cost of~e.alth care 
·#and helping Americans to afford healtncare coverage that best meets their needs, The President rejects the potion of a 
governm~nHun healtl£9are system assome have proposed. He outlined a series of steps for making health irisu(ance 
more affordable and accessible, including: . . . · · ' 

~ Enabling small businesses to band. together and negotiate for lower insurance rates, covering moreworkers with· . 
health insurance, through Association Health Plans. . · ·. . . . . . . . . ·.· . . . .. ·. . . 

~ Giving lower-income Americans a refundable tax credit so. millions can buy their own basic health insurance 
coverage. . . . . , . 

~· Computerizing health records to reduce costs, improve care, and lower the risk of medical mistakes, ·.·. .·.. . ·. . 

7~ · ~~~i~~~~g ~~~l~us medical lawsuits that damage the dor;tor-patient relatio nsh1p and keep gqod doctors from doing 

~ Allowmgindividuals who set aside money tax free in new Health Savings Accounts fo deduct frorntheir taxes 100% 

.\ 
· of the cost of their health insurance premiums. . · . , · ·.•. · ·. . . 1 

: • · .· · • 

Building a Better and More Compassiona'te America. forAll 
. : . ' ·.' . . ,.. . ···. -.. . :·· 

~ During this time of great change in our nation, the President spoke to the importance ofpreserving th·ertimeless 
values and vital institutions that continue to make America strong-•-dike famiiies, schools, and religious · · . .· · . 
• congregations .. ··· · · . · · · ·. · · . .r~~::: ~ ~ 

~ The Presideht proposed seveial new steps to help yoUng Am~aC responsible ctioices. . · •.. · . · 

. ,o · Drug use inhigh school has declined by 1 lperc nfover the past two years,: and.400,000 fewer young .. · 
· ·. people are using illegal drugs than in 2001. T President's FY 05 budgetwill in ell.Ide new.funding to 

\ -. ' ' . . ·' ~ ' - ': , " ' . . . 

continue our aggressive, community-based rategy to reduce demand f()r illegal drugs.- as well as an 
increase of $23 million forschools that wa t to. use drug testing as a tool to save children's lives. · 

o T6 ensure that role models .do not send e W(ong message about substance abuse to millions of American 
. children, the President called on Ame ca's rofessionals orts lea ues and their unions to take detisive 
.action to address the problem .. illegal steroids and otherille al substance · · . . ... 

o ·· At a time when 3 million American teenagers contract sexually transmitted diseases each year, the 

Pr.es.i~. e .• nt~·····prn. os. e.s an~w.grassro~ts hea·l·t.h .. ca.mpaig.··. n t.o. info.rm.,· teens and. parent~·ofthe·.risks. --- and a · 
doubling . f ~d ral funding for abstinence education programs. . . . .. · . • . 

. . . ' . . (. 

~ Defending the Sanctity of Marriage: ThePresidenlemphasized his belief that marriage is between a mari and a· 
wo·man, and he called for a defense of the sanctity of marriage against activist judges who are attempting to .•.•. 

· redefine marriage by court order wit~out listening to the voices of the people or their elected representatives. ·He 
will stand'behind the Defense of Marriage Act and called fora civil dialbgue on this important issu.0 . · · 

. . . 

. . . ;.. Faith· and Community-Based Groups: The President is fully committed to empowering mo~e of America's faith~ 

. ,a. nd .... co. m·. m .. • ... u· n.ity'-.bas. e·. ·d··· chariti.es to. a·d ... dr. es·s .. so. m·. e o.···f ou.· .rt~· .. ·. ··h·e· s. t.· .. s.····o ... cia.· I. P ... rob. le. ms a.nd··.he. Ip .. th·. o.· .se.· m·.· o·. s·.···t···· .. i···n:ne. ed···· He . proposes to. codify the executive order he signed that en . f eral discri;· tion against these groups .. And he · 
· announced a new plan to bring local and faith~based grou ... ; gether wit fe eral agencies to helprecently 
... · released prisoners makea successful transition back to s9ciety --- reducin 9 . e chance that they will be arrested · 

·. ag(lin. This 4~year, $300 million initiative will p'rovide transitional housing,. basic job training, and mentoring, · 
: ' . ,' .-.: ' . ' ,, 

PresidentB~sh described the state of our Unionasconfident and strong.;andurged all Americanstomove forwardand 
complete the important'Nork ahead. · · · · 

\ 
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