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The State of the Union
 January 20,2004

In his State of the Union address, President Bush discussed the serious challenges facing our Nation and the steps we
must take to make America a more secure; more prosperous and more hopeful country. Over the last three years, America

- has come together to overcome great challenges, and the President expressed faith and confidence in the American people
and our nation’s future. Now the choice is clear—to move forward on the path to freedom and prospenty, or to turn back to -

~ the oId polrcres and drvrsrons of the past,

“ ‘Presrdent Bush laid out clear goals for the future behrnd whrch all Americans can unite, and urged the natron to move
forward wrth the work that still needs to be done. - :

Maklng Amerrca Safer with Decisive Actron to Win the War on Terror

America is safer today because of the.decisive actron and Ieadershrp of President Bush President Bush will never forget
the attacks of September 11. Although there has not been a successful attack on our homeland in 28 months, the
President will not allow the nation to return to a sense of false secunty and complacency as long as the terrorists still
threaten us. He called for-continued action at home and abroad to defeat the terronsts and pursue a forward strategy of
freedom to promote democracy throughout the Middle East. \

> The President called on Congress to renew the Patriot Act which provrdes law enforcement officials wrth essential
tools needed to track down terrorists before they strike. The Patriot Act allows investigators and prosecutors to use
laws originally designed to prosecute embezzlers and drug traffickers to bring international terrorists to justice. It
- allows federal law enforcement to better share information, track terronsts drsrupt their celts and selze their assets.

> Amenca contrnues to-wage a relentless campalgn against terrorists who threaten our country In thls war, America

is taking the offensive, denying terrorists refuge, identifying and seizing their finances, and holdrng terrorists and
their sponsors to account. We have captured almost two-thirds of the known Al- Qalda teaders mcIudrng the
mastermrnd of the September 11 attacks » :

0 Afghanlstan once ruIed by the brutal Taliban regrme that sheltered AI Qarda has adopted a new :
. constitution and is following the path of democracy, |nclud|ng providing fundamental rights to women. ‘
o . Libya has now pledged to disclose and dismantle all of its-weapons of mass destruction programs
o Inlrag, Saddam Hussein has been overthrown and captured and the enemies of freedom are being -
- systematically routed from their holes and rounded up. Iraqis are assuming greater responsibility for their
~ . own security and future government, and America and more than 30 nations are helping the- Iraqgi people
~make the transition to full sovereignty by the end of June. Although it is hard work, we will stand by them
as they complete the transition to democracy. : »

» The President recognizes that different threats require different strategies He is working. with other nations to
- ensure that North Korea and Iran abandon therr nuclear ambitions and join the world communlty in preventing the -
spread of dangerous weapons. » S

D 4 ‘fAmenca s actions will result in the spread of democracy in the Mrddle East -an |mportant step that will provide an
' alternative to terror and violence. To further encourage the progress of democracy, President Bush is calling for a
doubling of support for the National Endowment for Democracy, and focusing its new work on the development of

free elections, free markets, free press, and free labor unions in the Middle East L ’




B Keeprnq Amerrca on Track for a More Prosperous Future

The last three years have revealed the fundamental strengths of- America s economy. Despite the unprecedented economic"
shocks of recession, the September 11 attacks, corporate scandals and war America S economy is.on track for recovery
and sustained job creation. L :

> The tax relief proposed and signed into law by President Bush was the right action at the right time for our . ,
- economy. This tax relief doubled the child tax credit; reduced the marriage penalty; phased out the death tax; .~~~
lowered taxes on capital gains, stock dividends, and small businesses to create mcentives for job: creation and -
~ lowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes. .
- » The results of this decisive action are clear. Economic growth in the 39 quarter of 2003 and new home construction '
* . the highest in almost 20 years; homeownership levels are at historic highs; manufacturing activity is increasing; :
" inflation and interest rates are low; and a quarter million jobs were created in the last half of 2003.

> President Bush called on Congress to enable these positive economic trends to continue by making the tax reiief

E permanent =0 famiiies and businesses can plan and |nvest for the future. ~

‘Helping Americans Access High-Demand Jobs: America s.economy is growing butitis also changing and it is more 1

~ important than ever that Americans have the education and training needed to succeed in the new millennium.. The No

" Child Left Behind Act is bringing important reforms to America’s schools by insisting on standards and accountability for
- results. There are substantial resources avaiiabie to implement these reforms, and President Bush erI fight any effort to
: undo them : : : : ‘

> Many older students and current workers wil also need to strengthen their skiils to compete for the jobs of :

"~ tomorrow. President Bush proposed a series of measures called Jobs for the 21t Century ~ designed to provide

- extra help to middle- and high school students who fall behind in reading and math, expand Advanced Placement
programs in low-income schools, and invite math and science professronais from the private sector to teach part-

. time in high schools.

> The President's Jobs for the 21st Century initiative will aIso provrde larger PeII Grants for students who prepare for

v colIege with demanding courses in high school. It increases support for America’s community coIIeges to enable

i them to train workers for the industries that are creating the most new JObS

Sustaining Economic Growth To help sustain America's economic recovery, President Bush called on Congress to pass
legislation to streamline federal regulations protect employers from junk lawsuits, ensure an affordable and reliable supply

~ of energy, and give younger workers an opportunity to set aside a portion of their Social Security taxes in personal ;
retirement accounts. He alsounderscored his commitment to fiscal responsibility by announcing that his FY 2005vbudget '
will hoId discretionary spending growth to less than 4%, Keeping America on track to cut the deficit in haIf in five years.

Strenm.‘henrng Health Care for Millions of Amerrcans Presrdent Bush urged Congress to extend the benefits of modern :
medicine throughout our country and take action to heIp control the nsrng costs of medical care and give more Americans :
access to health insurance. :

Strengthening Medicare Just last month, Presrdent Bush srgned Iegislation to strengthen Medicare and add a
prescription drug benefit, keeping a commitment to seniors to-help them afford the medicines they need.
~ > Starting this year, seniors can choose to receive a drug discount card that will save 10-25% off the retail pnce of
: most prescription drugs — and millions of low-income seniors can get an additional $600 to buy medicine.
> Beginning next year, seniors will have new coverage for preventive screenings against diabetes and heart disease,
~ and seniors just entering Medicare can receive wellness exams. ‘
> In January of 2006, seniors can get prescription coverage under Medicare. Fora monthly premium of about $35
most seniors who do not have prescription drug coverage will see their drug bills cut roughly in half. Seniors will be:
able to keep Medicare just as it is today, or choose the-Medicare pIan that fits them best - srmilar to the health care -
-choices offered to Members.of Congress.- = :
> Presrdent Bush will veto any effort to take this prescription drug coverage away from seniors and iimit their chorces




Increasing Health Care Affordability and Coverage: President Bush is-concemed about the rising cost of health care
- and helping Americans to afford health care coverage that best meets their needs. The President rejects the notion of a-
- 'government-run health care system as some have proposed He outlrned a series of steps for making health insurance
" more affordable and accessible, including: o

>

‘_vl v v v‘

Enabling small busrnesses to band together and negotrate for Iower insurance rates coverrng more workers wrth
~health insurance, through Assocratron Health Plans. ‘

_.Grvrng lower-income Americans a refundable tax credrt so mrllrons can buy therr own basrc health msurance

- coverage. : t

Computerizing health records’ to reduce costs |mprove care, and Iower the risk of medrcal mlstakes
Elrmrnatrng frivolous medrcal Iawsurts that damage the doctor-patrent relatronshrp and keep good doctors from
taking new patients.

Allowrng individuals to set aside money tax free in new Health Savrngs Accounts and to deduct 100% of the
premrums for catastrophrc health i msurance from their taxes :

Burldrng a Better and More Compassronate America for AII

> Durrng this time of great change in our nation, the Presrdent spoke tothe rmportance of preservrng the trmeless
- values and vital institutions that continue to make America strong—lrke families, schools and relrgrous R
congregatrons o R ST i;w;;' el T e SEREUE SEAIRTE R |

> The Presrdent proposed several new steps to help young Amerrcans make responsrble chorces ;

o Drug use in high school has declined by 11 percent over the past two years, and 400 000 fewer young

. people are using illegal drugs than in 2001. The President's FY 05 budget will include new fundrng to

... continue our aggressive, community- based strategy to reduce demand for illegal drugs - as well as an
_ increase of $23 million for schools that want o use: drug testing as a tool to save children’s lives. '

o Toeénsure that role models do not send the wrong message about substarice abuse to millions of American

- children, the President called on. America’s professional sports leagues and therr unrons to take decrsrve -
action to-address the problem of illegal steroids- ‘

S _ At a time when 3 million American teenagers contract sexually transmitted dlseases each year, the

- President proposes a new grassroots health campaign to inform teens and parents: of the risks — and a
-+ doubling of federal fundrng for abstrnence educatron programs. .

> Defendrng the lnstltutron of Marrrage The Presrdent also called fora prrncrpled stand to defend the rnstrtutron of

- marriage against activist judges who redefine marrrage by court order -without listening to the vorces of the elected

s representatrves of the' people

- > Falth and Communlty Based Groups The Presrdent is fully committed 1o ¢ empowerrng more of Amenca s farth- o

and communrty -based charities to address some of our toughest social problems and help those mostiin need. He
proposes to codify the executive order he signed that ends federal discrimination against these groups.- And he

* announced a new plan to bring local and faith-based groups together with federal agencies to help recently

released prisoners make a successful transition back to society — reducing the chance that they will be arrested

- agarn This 4-year, $300 million initiative will provrde transrtronal housrng basic job trarnrng, and mentorrng

‘ Presrdent Bush descnbed the state of our Unron as confrdent and strong and urged all Amencans to move fonNard and
complete the |mportant work ahead. ' : ‘
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The State of the Union
| January 20,2004

In his State of the Union address, President Bush discussed the serious challenges facing our Nation and the steps we
must take to make America a more secure, more prosperous and more hopeful country. Over the Iast three years, America -
has come together to overcome great challenges, and the President expressed faith and confi dence in the American people
and our nation's future. Now the choice is clear - to move forward on the path to freedom and prospenty, or to turn back to.
the old policies and drvnsrons of the past.. :

vPreSIdent Bush laid out Clear goals for the future, behind WhICh all Americans can unlte and urged the natlon to move '
| forward with the work that stil needs to be done. : , _

Making Amerlca Safer with. Decrsrve Actron to Wm the War on Terror

- America is safer today because of the decisive action and Ieadershtp of Presndent Bush. Presndent Bush wrfl never forget
the attacks of September 11. Although there has not been a successful attack on our homeland in 28 months, the'
~ President will not allow the nation to return to a sense of false security and complacency as long as the terrorists still -

threaten us. He called for continued action at home and abroad to defeat thie terrorists and pursue a forward strategy of
freedom to promote democracy throughout the Mfddle East ‘

> The President called on Congress to renew the Patriot Act whrch provndes law enforcement offi C|als with essenttal
~tools needed to track down terrorists before they strike. The Patriot Act allows investigators and prosecutors to use
laws originally designed to prosecute embezzlers and drug traffickers to bnng international terrorists to justice. It
~ allows federal law enforcement to better share fnformatlon track terrorists, drsrupt their cells, and sefze thelr assets.

> Amerlca contlnues to wage a relentless campalgn against terronsts who threaten our country. In this war, Amenca
'is taking the offensive, denying terrorists refuge, identifying and seizing their finances, and holding terrorists .and
* their sponsors to account. We have captured almost two-thirds of the known Al- Qalda Ieaders fncludmg the
mastermmd of the. September 11 attacks. :

- o Afghanistan, once ruled by the brutaI Tahban regime that sheltered Al- Qalda has adopted anew- N o
constitution and is following the path of democracy, including providing. fundamental rights towomen.
o  Libya has now pledged to disclose and dismantle all of its weapons of mass destruction programs. ' '
.o Inlrag, Saddam Hussein has been overthrown and captured and the enemies of freedom are being
. systematically routed from their holes and rounded up. Iraqis are assuming greater responsibility for their
. own security and future government, and America and more than 30 nations are helping.the Iraqi people
make the transition to full sovereignty by the end of June. AIthough itis hard work we WI|| stand by them
a8 they complete the transition to democracy. : .

» The. President recognizes that different threats require different strategies. He is working with other nations to
“ensure that North Korea and Iran abandon their nuctear ambitions and join the wortd commumty in preventfng the -
: spread of dangerous weapons ‘

> Amerlca s actlons will result in the spread of democracy in the Middle East - an tmportant step that wm prowde an-
~ alternative to terror and violence. To further encourage the progress of democracy, President Bush is calling for a
~ doubling of support for the National Endowment for Democracy, and focusing its new work on the development of -
free elections, free markets, free press, and free labor unions in the Middle East. - - L



g Keegrng Amerrca on Track for a More Prosperous Future

 The Iast three years have revealed the fundamental strengths of America’s economy. Desprte the unprecedented economrcv‘ o
- shocks of recession, the September 11 attacks corporate scandals and war, Amerrca S economy is-on track for recovery '

- and sustarned job creation.

> The tax relief proposed and srgned into law by Presrdent Bush was the rrght action at the right time for our
~economy. This tax relief doubled the child tax credit; reduced the marriage penalty; phased out the death tax;
- “lowered taxes on capital gains, stock dividends, and small businesses to create incentives for ]Ob creatron and
- lowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes.
- % The results of this decisive action are clear. Economic growth in the 31 quarter of 2003 and new home constructron
. the highest in almost 20 years; homeownershrp levels are at historic highs; manufacturing actrvrty i rncreasrng, :
" inflation and interest rates are low; and a quarter million jobs were created in the last half of 2003. - _
- > President Bush called on Congress to enable these positive economic trends to continue by makrng the fax relref
: ‘permanent so families and businesses can plan and mvest for the future

’ "Helprng Amencans Access Hrgh -Demand Jobs: Amerrca s economy is growmg but itis also changlng and it is more.

- important than ever that Americans have the education and training needed to succeed in the new millennium. The No

Child Left Behind Act is bringing important reforms to America’s schoals by insisting on standards and accountabrlrty for

*results. There are substantial resources. avarlable to |mplement these reforms and Presrdent Bush wrll fi ght any effort to
, undo them : .

> Many older students and current workers wrll also need fo strengthen their skills to compete for the jobs of
- tomorrow. President Bush proposed a series of measures called Jobs for the 21t Century — designed to provide
extra help to middle- and high school students who fall behind in reading and math, expand Advanced Placement
" programs in low-income schools, and invite math and science professronals from the prrvate sector to teach part-
. “time in high schools. -
- > The President's Jobs for the 218’ Century mrtratrve wrll also provrde larger Pell Grants for students who prepare for
- college with demanding courses in high school. It increases support for America’ s communrty colleges to enable
" “them to train workers for the industries that are creatrng the most new 1obs ' .

| Sustarnrng Economic Growth: To help sustarn Amerrca s economic recovery, Presrdent Bush called on Congress to pass r

legislation to streamline federal regulations, protect employers from junk lawsuits, ensure an affordable and reliable supply . . 1

of energy, and give younger workers an opportunity to set aside a portion of their Social Securrty taxes in personal -
 retirement accounts. He also underscored his commitment to fiscal responsibility by announcing that his FY 2005 budget ‘
will hold drscretronary spending growth to less than 4%, keeping America on track to cut the def citin half in ﬁve years o

trengthenrng Health Care for Millions of Americans: Presrdent Bush urged Congress to extend the. benef ts of modern G

. medicine throughout our country and take actlon 1o help control the rrsrng costs of medical care and grve more Amerrcans
' access to health insurance.

Strengthening Medicare Just last month, President Bush signed legislation to strengthen Medicare and-add a
- prescription drug benefit, keeping a commitment to seniors to help them afford the medicines they need.
> Starting this year, seniors can choose to receive a drug discount card that will save 10-25%off the retail prrce of
 most prescription drugs —and millions of low-income seniors can get an additional $600 to buy medicine..
> Begmnmg next year, seniors will have new coverage for preventrve screenings against drabetes and heart drsease
' and seniors just entering Medicare can receive wellness exams. :
> In January of 2006, seniors can get prescription coverage under Medicare. For a monthly premrum of about $35

most seniors who do not have prescription drug coverage will see their drug bills cut roughly-in half, Seniors will be .

able to keep Medicare just as it is today, or choose the Medrcare plan that i ts them best - srmrlar to the health care
| ~ - choices offered to Members of Congress. e
C > Presrdent Bush will veto any effort to take this prescrrptron drug coverage away from senrors and lrmrt therr chorces



-

lncreasmg Health Care Affordabrlrty and Coverage President Bush is concemned about the nsrng cost of health care
and helping Americans to afford health care coverage that best meets their needs. The President rejects the notion of a
government-run heaith care system as some have proposed He outlined a senes of steps for maklng health insurance
more affordable and accessible, including:

>

>

>
>

>

Enabling small businesses to band together and negotrate for lower insurance rates coverrng more workers with

‘health insurance, through Association Health Plans.

Giving lower-income Americans a- refundable tax credit so millions can buy their own baS|c health insurance

coverage.

Computerizing health records to reduce costs, improve care, and lower the risk of medrcal mistakes.
Eliminating frivolous medical lawsuits that damage the doctor-patlent relationship and keep good doctors from

- taking new patients.
_Allowmg individuals to set aside money tax free in new Health Savrngs Accounts and to deduct 100% of the .
' premlums for catastrophlc health insurance from their taxes.

Burldrng a Better and More Compassronate America for All -

>

Dunng this time of great change in our nation, the. Presndent spoke to the lmportance of preservmg the tlmeless

-values and vital institutions that continue to make Amenca strong—llke famllres schools and relrglous

congregatlons

' The President proposed several new steps to help ‘young Americans make responsible cholces '

o Drug use in high- school has declined by 11 percent over the past two years and 400,000 fewer young ,
people are using illegal drugs than in 2001. The President's FY' 05 budget will inelude new funding to .
continue our aggressive, community-based strategy to reduce demand for illegal drugs - as well as an
- increase of $23 million for schools that want to use drug testing as a tool to save children’s lives.
o To ensure that role models do not send the wrong message about substance abuse to millions of American
- children, the President called on America’s professional sports leagues and their unions to take decrswe
action to address the problem of illegal steroids.
o Atatime when 3 million American teenagers contract sexually transmitted diseases each year, the ‘
President proposes a new grassroots health campaign to inform teens and parents of the risks —and a
doubling of federal fundmg for abstlnence educatlon programs

Defending the lnstrtutron of Marriage: The President also called for a principled stand to defend the institution ot' .

‘marriage against activist judges who redefine marriage by court order - without Ilstemng to the voices of the. elected |

representatlves of the people.

‘Falth- and Communrty-Based Groups: The President is fully committed to empowering more of America’s faith-
and community-based charities to address some of our toughest social problems and help those mostin need. He
proposes to codify the executive order he signed that ends federal discrimination against these groups. And he
announced a new plan to bring local and faith-based groups together with federal agencies to help recently
released prisoners make a successful transition back to society — reducing the chance that they will be arrested
again. Thrs 4-year, $300 mrllron |n|t|at|ve will provide transrtlonal housrng basic job tralnrng, and mentoring.- ‘

Presrdent Bush described the state of our Union as conf dent and strong and urged all Amencans to move fonNard and
complete the important work ahead : o S :

‘White House Office of Communications
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The State of the Union
- January 20, 2004

~ In his State of the Union address, President Bush discussed the serious challenges facing our Nation and the steps we
must take to make America a more secure, more prosperous and more hopeful country. Over the last three years, America
- has come together to overcome great challenges, and the President expressed faith and confidence in the American people
and our nation's future. Now the choice is clear — to move forward on the path to freedom and prosperity or to tumn back to
the old polrcres and divisions of the past ‘

‘ Presrdent Bush laid out clear goals for the future, behind which all Amencans can unite, and urged the nation to move
forward with the work that still needs to be done.. :

MakinQAmerica Safer‘with’Decisive Action to Win the War on Terror

America is safer today because of the decisive action and leadership of President Bush. Presrdent Bush will never forget
- the attacks of September 11. Although there has not been a successful attack on our hometand in 28 months, the
President will not allow the nation to return to a sense of false security and complacency as long as the terrorists still

- threaten us: He called for continued action at home and abroad to defeat the terronsts and pursue aforward strategy of
freedom to promote democracy throughout the Middle East. :

> The Presrdent called on Congress to renew the Patriot Act, which provides law enforcement officials with essential .
~ tools needed to track down terrorists before they strike. The Patriot Act allows investigators and prosecutors to use
“laws originally designed to prosecute embezzlers and drug traffickers to bring intemational terrorists to justice. 1t -
allows federal law enforcement to better share information, track terrorists, disrupt their cells, and seize their assets.

> America continues to wage a relentless campaign against terrorists who threaten our country. In this war, America
s taking the offensive, denying terrorists refuge, identifying and seizing their finances, and holding terrorists and
their sponsors to account. We have captured aimost two-thirds of the known Al-Qaida leaders mciuding the
mastermind of the September 11 attacks ~ ~ : S

o Afghanistan once ruled by the brutal Taliban regime that sheltered Al-Qaida, has adopted anew

constitution and is following the path of democracy, including providing fundamental rights to women
o Libya has now pledged to disclose and dismantle all of its weapons of mass destruction programs.

o In Iraq, Saddam Hussein has been overthrown and captured and the enemies of freedom are being
systematically routed from their holes and rounded up.  Iragis are assuming greater responsibility for their
“own security and future government, and America and more than 30 nations are helping the Iraqi people
make the transition to full sovereignty by the end of June. Aithough itis hard work, we wril stand by them
as they complete the transrtion to democracy. :

> The President recognizes that different threats require different strategies. He is working with other nationsto -

~ensure that North Korea and Iran-abandon their nuclear ambmons and join the world communrty in preventing the . -
spread of dangerous weapons . . ,

> ‘Amerlca S actions will result in the spread of democracy-in the Middle East — an important step that will provide an

~ alternative to terror and violence. To further encourage the progress of democracy, President Bush is calling for a*

~ doubling of support for the National Endowment for Democracy, and focusing its new work on the development of

free elections, free markets, free press, and free labor unions in the Middle East. :




: Keeging America on Track for a More Prosgero’us Future

i The last three years have revealed the fundamental strengths of America’s economy Despite the unprecedented economlc :
shocks of recession, the September 11 attacks corporate scandals and war,-America’s economy is-on track for recovery

~and sustalned job creatlon

= > The tax rellef proposed and srgned into law by Presrdent Bush was the right action at the nght t|me for our -
©_economy. This tax relief doubled the child tax credit; reduced the marriage penalty; phased out the death tax;

*lowered taxes on capital gains, stock dividends, and small businesses to create tncentlves for ]Ob Creation; and
lowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes.

> The results of this decisive action are clear. Economic growth in the 3 quarter of 2003 and new home constructlon R

- thehighest in almost 20 years; homeownership levels are at historic highs; manufacturing activity is lncreasmg, ‘
- inflation and interest rates are low; and a quarter million jobs were created in the last half of 2003.
> President Bush called on Congress to enable these positive economic trends to continue by maklng the tax rellef
g _permanent so famllles and busrnesses can plan and lnvest for the future .

- Helping Amerlcans Access High- -Demand Jobs: Amenca S economy is growing but |t is also changmg and itis more .

important than ever that Americans have the education and training needed to succeed i in'the new. millennium. The No--

Child Left Behind Act is bringing important reforms to America’s schools by insisting-on standards and accountability for - .

© results. There are substantlal resources available to |mplement these reforms and President Bush wrll fight any effort to ', o
undo them .

> Many older students and current workers wil also need to strengthen their skills to compete for the jObS of
~ fomorrow. President Bush proposed a series of measures called Jobs for the 21t Centliry - designed | to prowde
~extra help to middie- and high school students who fall behind in reading and math, expand Advanced Placement
‘programs in low-income schools, and invite math and smence professronals from the pnvate sector to teach part- o
~time in high schools. - ‘
> The President's Jobs for the 21t Century initiative will also provrde Iarger Pell Grants for students who prepare for
o college with demanding courses in high school. It increases support for America’s communlty colleges o enable
- rthem to tram workers for the industries that are creatlng the most new ]ObS ‘ .

‘ Sustammg Econom|c Growth To help sustain Amerlca S economlc recovery, President Bush called on Congress topass
legislation to streamline federal regulations, protect employers from junk lawsuits, ensure an affordable and refiable. supply ,
. of energy, and give younger workers an opportunity to set aside a portion of their Social Secunty taxes in personal ‘
refirement accounts. He also underscored his commitment to fiscal responsibility by announcing that his FY 2005 budget
} wrll hold dlscretlonary spendlng growth fo Iess than 4% keeplng Amenca on track to cut the def crt in half in t" ve years

| Strengthenrng Health Care for MrlIrons of Amerrcans Presrdent Bush urged Congress to extend the benef ts of modern
- medicine throughout our country and take actlon to help control the rising costs of medrcal care and g|ve more Amencans
,access to health lnsurance : : : = :

R Strengthemng Medrcare Just last month President Bush sngned legislation to strengthen Medicare and add a
prescription drug benefit, keeping a commitment to seniors to help them afford the medicines they need. -

> Starting this year, seniors can choose to receive a drug discount card that will save 10-25% off the retall pnce of |

- most prescription drugs - and millions of low-income seniors can get an additional $600 to buy medicine. v
> Beglnnlng next year, seniors will have new coverage for preventive screenings agalnst drabetes and heart dlsease ‘
¢ ‘and seniors just entering Medicare can receive weliness exams.
% In January of 2008, seniors can get prescription coverage under Medicare. Fora monthly premlum of about $35

* most seniors who.do not have prescription drug coverage will see their drug bills cut roughly in half. Seniors will be -

- ableto keep Medicare jUSt as it is today, or choose the Medlcare plan that f ts them best srmllar fo. the health care -
choices.offered to Members of Congress. FRa
. > Presrdent Bush will veto any effort to take thrs prescription drug coverage away from senlors and llmlt thelr chorces e




-~

tncreasrn‘g Health Care Affordabrlrty and Cov'erage President Bush is concemed about the rising cost of health care
and helping Americans to afford heaith care coverage that best meets their needs. The President rejects the notion of a
government-run health care system as some have proposed He outlined a series of steps for makmg health msurance -j

~more affordable and accessible, including:

»> Enabling small businesses to band together and negotlate for Iower rnsurance rates covenng more workers W|th
health insurance, through Association Health Plans. *
- Giving lower-income Americans a refundable tax credlt SO m|II|ons can buy therr own basrc health msurance

- ‘coverage. >
‘Computerizing health records to reduce costs rmprove care, and lower the risk of medlcal mrstakes E
Eliminating frivolous medical lawsuits that damage the doctor—patlent relatronshlp and keep good doctors from
taking new patients. o
Allowing individuals to set aside money tax free in hew Health Savings Accounts and to deduct 100% of the :
premiums for catastrophic health i insurance from their taxes B ar

V. VvV VvV

' BuiIdrng a Better and More Compassronate Amerrca -for AII

> During this t|me of great change inour natlon the President spoke to the |mportance of preservmg the tlmetess
values and vital |nst|tut|ons that continue to make Amenca strong—llke fam|||es schools, and religious
; congregahons : . t :

“» The Presrdent proposed several new steps to help young Amerrcans make responsuble ch0|ces

‘o Drugusein htgh school has declined by 11 percent over the past two years and 400 OOO fewer young
people-are using illegal drugs than in 2001. The President’s FY 05 budget will include new funding to
continue our aggressive, community-based strategy to reduce demand for illegal drugs - as well as an

, increase of $23 million for schools that want to use drug testrng as a tool to save children’s lives.
- o Toensure that role models do not send the wrong message about substance abuse to millions of American -
* children, the President called on America’s professional sports Ieagues and their unions to take decisive
action to address the problem of illegal steroids.

o Atatime when 3 million American teenagers contract sexuatly transm|tted diseases-each year the ,

" President proposes a new grassroots health campaign to inform teens and parents of the’ nsks and a
5 doublrng of federal funding for abstinence educatlon programs

> Defendrng the Instrtutron of Marrrage The PreS|dent aIso called for a pnnC|pIed stand to defend the mstrtutron of ‘
- marriage against activist judges who redefi ne marriage by court order without Irstenlng to the v0|ces of the eIected P
representatlves of the people. ‘ ‘ - 7 , DT L \

> Faith- and Communrty Based Groups The President is fully commrtted to empowenng more of Amenca s faith-

o and community-based charities to address some of our toughest social problems and help those most in need. He o

~announced a new plan to bring local and faith-based groups together with federal agencies to help recently
: reIeased prisoners make a successful transition back to society - reducing the chance that they will be arrested

|
|
“proposes to codify the executive order he signed that ends federal discrimination agalnst these groups. Andhe o )
|
agarn This-4-year, $300 million initiative will provide transmonal housrng basic job training, and mentonng |

Presrdent Bush described the state of our Union as confi dent and strong and urged all Amencans to move fon/vard and B i ‘
complete the |mportant work ahead , . : : '

White House Office of Communications
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The State of the Unron
January 20, 2004

In his State of the Union address, President Bush discussed the serious challenges facing our Nation and the steps we ,
must take to make America a more secure, more prosperous and more hopeful country. Over the last three years, America -
has come together to overcome great challenges, and the President expressed faith and confidence in the American people
and our nation’s future. Now the choice is clear — to move forward on the path to freedom and prosperity, or to tum back to
the old potrmes and divisions of the past. : ‘

PreSIdent Bush laid out clear goals for the future, behind which all Americans can umte and urged the natlon tomove

. forward with the work that still needs to be done. -

Makin_cLAmerica Safer with Decisive Action to Win the War on Terror

America is safertoday because of the decisive action and leadership of President Bush. President Bush will never forget. =
the attacks of September 11. Although there has not been a successful attack on our homeland in 28 months, the
President will not allow the nation to return to a sense of false security and complacency as long as the terrorists still

threaten us. He called for continued action at home and abroad to defeat the terrorists and pursue fonNard strategy of
freedom to promote democracy throughout the Middle East. : ‘

"> The President called on Congress to renew the Patriot Act, which provides law enforcement officials with essential
- fools needed to track down terrorists before they strike. The Patriot Act allows investigators and prosecutors to use

laws originally designed to prosecute embezzlers and drug traffickers to bring intemational terrorists to justice. It -
allows federal law enforcement to better share information, track terrorists, disrupt their cells, and seize their assets.

> America continues to-wage a relentless campaign against terrorists who threaten our country. In this war, America

- is taking the offensive, denying terrorists refuge, identifying and seizing their finances, and holding terrorists and
their.sponsors to account. We have captured almost two-thirds of the known Al- Qalda Ieaders mcludmg the e
mastermrnd of the September 11 attacks. S

o Afghanlstan once ruled by the brutal Taliban regime that sheltered Al- Qalda has adopted a new : |
constitution and is following the path of democracy, including providing fundamental rights to women. |
o - Libya has now pledged to disclose and dismantle all.of its weapons of mass destruction programs.
o Inlraq, Saddam Hussein has been overthrown and captured and the enemies of freedom are being
- systematically routed from their holes and rounded up. Iragis are assuming greater.responsibility for their
- own security and future government, and America and more than 30 nations are helping the Iraqi people
“make the transition to full sovereignty by the end of June. Although it is hard work we will stand by them
as they complete the transition to democracy :

> The Presrdent recognizes that different threats require different strategles He is working with other natlons to
- ensure that North Korea and Iran abandon their nuclear ambitions and join the world community in preventmg the
_spread of dangerous weapons. : :

- > America's actions will result in the spread of democracy in the Middle East - an important step that will provide an -
 alternative to terror and violence. To further encourage the progress of democracy, President Bush is calling for a
doubling of support for the National Endowment for Democracy, and focusing its new work on the development of
free eIectlons free markets, free press and free labor unions in the Middle East. :



Keeping America on Track for a More Prosperous Future

The last three years have revealed the fundamental strengths of America's economy. Despite the unprecedented economic
shocks of recession, the September 11 attacks corporate scandats and war, America’s economy is on track for recovery
and sustarned job creation.

> The tax relief proposed and srgned into law by President Bush was the nght actron at the right time for our
economy. This tax relief doubled the child tax credit, reduced the marriage penalty; phased out the death tax
lowered taxes on capital gains, stock dividends, and small businesses to create mcentrves for job creatron and
lowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes.
» The results of this decisive action are clear. Economic growth in the 3rd quarter of 2003 and new home constructronf
. the highest in almost 20 years; homeownership levels are at historic highs; manufacturing activity is mcreasrng
- inflation and interest rates are low; and a quarter million jobs were created in the last half of 2003,
> President Bush called on Congress to enable these positive economic trends to contrnue by makrng the tax relief
' permanent - so families and businesses can plan and lnvest for the future s

, ,Helpmg Americans Access High-Demand Jobs: Amenca s economy is growrng but it is also changrng and itis more -

~ important than ever that Americans have the education and training needed to succeed in the new millennium. The No
Child Left Behind Act is bringing important reforms to America’s schools by insisting on standards and accountabrhty for
results. There are substantlal resources available to rmptement these reforms and Presrdent Bush erI fight any effort to
undo them :

: »> ‘ Many older students and current workers will also need to strengthen their skills to-compete for the jobs of
- tomorrow. President Bush proposed a series of measures called Jobs for the 21t Century - designed to provide
- extra help to middle- and high school students who fall behind in reading and math, expand Advanced Placement
programs in low-income schools, and mvrte math and science professronals from the pnvate sector to teach part-
. time in high schools. ‘
> The President's Jobs for the 21st Century mrtratrve erl also provide Iarger Pell Grants for students who prepare for
college with demanding courses in high school. It increases support for America’s communrty colleges to enable
= them to train workers for the industries that are creatlng the most new jObS

vSustamrng Economlc Growth To help sustain Amenca s economic recovery, Presrdent Bush called on Congress topass
legislation to streamline federal regulations, protect employers from junk lawsuits, ensure an affordable and reliable supply :
of energy, and give younger workers an opportunity to set aside a portion of their Social Security taxes in personal - o
retirement accounts. He also underscored his commitment to fiscal responsibility by announcing that his FY 2005 budget
will hold discretionary spending growth to less than 4%, keeping America on track to cut the deficit in half in five years..

- Strengthening Health Care for Millions of Americans: F’resident Bush urged Congress to extend the benefits of modern
medicine throughout our country and take action to help control the rising costs of medrcal care and grve more Amencans
access to health insurance. » , : : :

Strengthemng Medrcare Just last month, President Bush signed legislation to strengthen Medicare and add a
- prescription drug benefit, keeprng a commitment to seniors to help them afford the medicines they need. . -
> Starting this year, seniors can choose to receive a drug discount card that will save 10-25% off the retail pnce of
~-most prescription drugs — and millions of low-income seniors can get an additional $600 to buy medicine. - -
< Begmnrng next year, seniors will have new coverage for preventive screenings agalnst diabetes and heart dlsease
- and seniors just entering Medicare can receive wellness exams. - e
> In January of 2008, seniors can get prescription coverage under Medicare. For a monthly premium of about $35

~most seniors who do not have prescription drug coverage will see their drug bills cut roughly in half. Seniors will be R

able to keep Medicare just as it is today, or choose the Medicare pIan that fi ts them best - srmrlar to the health care.
: choices offered to Members of Congress. B
- » President Bush will veto any effort to take thrs prescrlptron drug coverage away from senlors and limit. therr chorces o



lncreasing Health Care Affordability and Coverage President Bush is concerned about the rising cost of health care
~ ~and helping Americans to afford health care coverage that best meets their needs. The President rejects the notion of a
government -run health care system as some have proposed. He outlined a series of steps for making health insurance
more affordable and accessible, including:

>
>

»
L

Enabling small businesses to band together and negotiate for lower insurance rates, covering more workers with
health insurance, through Association Health Plans:

Giving lower-income Americans a refundable tax credit so millions can buy their own basic health insurance
coverage.

Computerizing health records to reduce costs |mprove care; and lower the risk of medical mistakes

Eliminating frivolous medical lawsu1ts that damage the doctor-patient relationship and keep good doctors from

taking new patients.
>

Allowing individuals to set aside money tax free in new Health Savings Accounts and to deduct 100% ofthe
premiums for catastrophic health insurance from their taxes. : : ,

'- Buildrng a.Better 'and More Compassronate Amerrca for All

>

During this time of great change in our nation, the President spoke to the importance of preservmg the timeless

“values and vital institutions that continue to make Amenca strong——like families, schools, and religious

- congregations :

The President proposed several new steps to help young Americans make responsible choices

o) Drug use in high school has declined by 11 percent over the past two years, and 400 000 fewer young
~ “people are using illegal drugs than in 2001. The President's FY 05 budget will inelude new funding to
. continue our aggressive, community-based strategy to reduce demand for illegal drugs - as well as an
- increase of $23 million for schools that want to use drug testing as a tool to save children's lives.
o To ensure that role models do not send the wrong message about substance abuse to millions of American
- _children, the President called on America’s professional sports leagues and their unions to take decisive
- action to address the problem of illegal steroids. - ‘
o - Atatime when 3 million American teenagers contract sexually transmitted diseases each year the
President proposes a new grassroots health campaign to inform teens and parents of the risks and a
“doubling of federal funding for abstinence education programs S

5 Defending the Institution of Marriage: The PreSident also called for a pnnmpled stand to defend the institution of

marriage against activist judges who redefine marnage by court order without listening to the voices of the elected‘ =

" representatives of the people.

Fait_h.- and Community-Based Groups: ‘The President is fuIIy committed to empowering more of America’s faith-
and community-based charities to address some of our toughest social problems and help those most in need. He

~ proposes to codify the executive order he signed that ends federal discrimination against these groups.. And he -

announced a new plan to bring local and faith-based groups together with federal agencies to help recently
released prisoners make a successful transition back to society - reducing the chance that they will be arrested

' .'again “This 4-year, $300 million initiative will provide transitional housing, basic job training, and mentoring. o

Presndent Bush descnbed the state of our Union as confident and strong and urged all Americans to move. fonivard and
complete the important work ahead. : : .

White House Office of Communications
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The State of the Union
| Ja‘nuary 20, 2004

In his State of the Union address, President Bush discussed the serious challenges facing our Nation and the steps we
must take to make America a more secure, more prosperous and more hopeful country. Over the last three years, America
has come together to overcome great challenges, and the President expressed faith and confidence in the American people
and our nation’s future. Now the choice is clear - to move forward on the path to freedom and prosperity, or to turn back to
the old policies and d|V|S|ons of the past. , :

Presldent Bush land out clear goals for the future, behlnd which all Amencans can unite, and urged the nation to move
forward wrth the work that still needs to be done.

- Making Amerrca Safer with Decisive Action to Win the War on Terror

America is safer today because of the decisive action and leadership of President Bush. President Bush will never forget
the attacks of September 11. Although there has not been a successful attack on our homeland in 28 months, the
President will not allow the nation to return to a sense of false security and complacency as long as the terrorists still
threaten us. He called for continued action at home and abroad to defeat the terrorists and pursue a forward strategy of
freedom to promote democracy throughout the Middle East.

3 The President called on Congress to renew the Patriot Act, which provides law enforcément officials with essential
 tools needed to track down terrorists before they strike. The Patriot Act allows investigators and prosecutors to use

laws originally designed to prosecute embezzlers and drug traffi ckers to bring international terrorists to justice. it
atlows federal law enforcement to better share rnformatlon track terronsts dlsrupt thelr cells, and serze therr assets. -

> Amertca continues to wage a relentless campargn agalnst terrorists who threaten our country In thrs war, Amerlca |
is taking the offensive, denying terrorists refuge, identifying and seizing their finances, and holding terrorists’ and -
their sponsors to account. We-have captured aimost two-thirds of the known Al-Qaida leaders, mcludmg the
- mastermlnd of the September 11 attacks.

o Afghanistan, once ruled by the brutal Taliban regime that sheltered Al-Qaida, has adOpted anew
~ constitution and is following the path of democracy, including providing fundamental rights to women.
o Libya has now pledged to disclose and dismantle all of its weapons of mass destruction programs.
"o Inlrag, Saddam Hussein has been overthrown and captured and the enemies of freedom are being
~ systematically routed from their holes and rounded up. iraqis are assuming greater responsibility for their -
own security and future government, and America and more than 30 nations are helping the Iraqi people
make the transition to full sovereignty by the end of June. Although it is hard work, we erI stand by them
as they complete the transition to democracy. :

> ; The PreSIdent recognizes that drfferent threats require different strategres Heis workrng with other nations.to
ensure that North Korea and Iran abandon their nuclear ambitions and j Jom the world communrty in preventlng the
spread of dangerous weapons . :

- » America’ s actions will result in the spread of democracy in the Mrddle East - an |mportant step t that wil provrde an
- alternative to terror and violence. . To further encourage: the progress of democracy, President Bush is calling for a
doubling of support for the National Endowment for Democracy, and focusing its new work on the development of
free eIectlons free markets, free press and free labor unions in the Middle East. :




* Ke eping America on Track for a More Prosperous Future

* The last three years have revealed the fundamental strengths of Amerrca S economy Desplte the unprecedented economrc
shocks. of recession, the September 11 attacks, corporate scandals and war, America’s economy is on track for recovery ’
- and sustamed jOb creatron : X

> The tax relief proposed and signed into law by President Bush was the rrght action at the rrght time for-our -
~economy. This tax relief doubled the child tax credit; reduced the marriage penalty; phased out the death tax; ~
. lowered taxes on capital gains, stock dividends, and small businesses to create mcentrves for jOb creatron and
-~ lowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes. :
"> The results of this decisive action are clear. Economic growth in the 31 quarter 0f-2003 and new home constructron '
the highest in almost 20 years; homeownership levels are at historic highs; manufacturing activity i is increasing;
- inflation and interest rates are low; and a quarter million jobs were created in the last half of 2003.
> President Bush called on Congress to enable.these positive economic trends to continue by makmg the tax relref
- permanent - so families and busmesses can plan and rnvest for the future.

Helping Americans Access High- Demand Jobs: Amerrca ] economy is growing but itis also changing, and itis more
important than ever that Americans have the education and training needed to succeed in the new millennium. TheNo
Child Left Behind Act is bringing important reforms to America's schools by insisting on standards and accountabrlrty for =
results. There are substantial resources available to implement these reforms and Presrdent Bush: erl fight any effort to
undo them . - '

> Many older students and current workers will also need to strengthen their skills to compete for the JObS of _
" tomorrow. President Bush proposed a series of measures called Jobs for the 215t Century — designed to provide

extra help to middle- and high school students who fall behind in reading and math, expand Advanced Placement
programs in low-income schools and invite math and science professionals from the private sector to teach part-

- time in high schools.

» The President’s Jobs for the 21st Century rnrtratrve will also provrde larger Pell Grants for students who prepare for
college with demanding courses in high school. It increases support for America’s commumty colleges to enable
them to train workers for the mdustrres that are creatrng the most new JObS

Sustaining Economic Growth: To h'elp sustain America’s economic recovery, President Bush called on Congress to pass
legislation to streamline federal regulations, protect employers from junk lawsuits, ensure an affordable and reliable supply
of energy, and give younger workers an opportunity to set aside a portion of their Social Security taxes in personal
retirement accounts. He also underscored his commitment to fiscal responsibility by announcing that his FY 2005 budget
will hold discretionary spending growth to less than 4%, keeprng Amerrca on track to cut the deficit in half in five years.

Strequthenrng Health Care for Millions of Americans: President Bush urged Congress to extend the benef ts of modern
medicine throughout our country and take action to help control the rising costs of medical care and give more Americans
access to health insurance. : -

Strengthenrng Medrcare Just last month, Presrdent Bush srgned legrslatron to strengthen Medrcare and add a
prescription drug benefit, keeping a commitment to seniors to help them afford the medicines they need. :
> Starting this year, seniors can choose to receive adrug discount.card that will save 10-25% off the retail price of - -
- most prescription drugs - and millions of low-income seniors can get an additional $600 to buy medicine. -
» Begmmng next year, seniors will have new coverage for preventive screenrngs against drabetes and heart disease,
“and seniors just entenng Medicare can receive weliness exams:
> In January of 2006, seniors can get prescription coverage under Medicare. For a montth premrum of about $35 ,
most seniors who do not have prescription drug coverage will see their drug bills cut roughly in half. Seniors will be-
able to keep Medicare just as it is today, or choose the Medrcare plan that fits them best - similar to the health care -~
‘choices offered to Members of Congress. . ‘
> President Bush will veto any effort to take thrs prescrlptron drug coverage away from senrors and lrmlt their.choices. .



lncrea.smg Health Care Affordabrlrty and Coverage President Bush is concerned about the nsrng cost of health care L
eand helping Americans to afford health care coverage that best meets their needs. The President rejects the notion of a
government-run health care system as some have proposed. He outllned a sefies of steps for making health lnsurance

- more affordable and accessible, including:

>

>
>

>

Enabllng small businesses to band together and negotlate for lower insurance rates coverlng more workers with -

- health insurance, through Association Health Plans.
>

Giving lower-income Americans a refundable tax credit so m|l||ons can buy thelr own ba5|c health msurance
coverage. ,
Computerizing health records to reduce costs |mprove care, and lower the nsk of medlcal mlstakes

Eliminating frivolous medical lawsuits that damage the doctor—patlent relationship and keep good doctors from
taking new patients. -
Allowing individuals to set aside money tax free in new Health Savings Accounts and to deduct 100% of the o

_ .premlums for catastrophlc health insurance from thelr taxes

Burldr j a Better and More Compassronate America for. AII

> During this time of great change in-our natron the Presrdent spoke to the lmportance of preservmg the tlmeless
" values and vital institutions that contlnue to make- Amenca strong—like families, schools and rellglous '

congregatlons

> The Presrdent proposed several new steps to help young Americans make: responsrble chorces

S o Drug use in hrgh school has declrned by 11 percent over the past two years and 400 000 fewer young

~ people are using illegal drugs than in 2001. The President's FY 05 budget will include new funding to-
continue our aggressive, community-based strategy to reduce demand for |IlegaI drugs — as well as an -
. increase of $23 million for schools that want to use drug testing as a tool to save children’s lives..
o Toensure that role models do not send the wrong message about substance abuse to millions of American
- _children, the President called on America'’s professional sports Ieagues and their unlons to take decisive
- action to address the problem of illegal steroids.
o Ata time when.3 million American teenagers contract sexually transmitted dlseases each year, the
‘President proposes a new grassroots health campaign to inform teens and parents of the risks - and a
' doubllng of federal fundrng for abstinence educatlon programs

> Defendmg the Instrtutlon of Marrlage The Pre3|dent also called for a principled stand to defend the rnstltutlon of

marriage against activist judges who redef ne marnage by court order — without l|stenmg to the voices of the elected |
representatlves of the people. , , , , v

B " > Faith-and Commumty -Based Groups ‘The PreSIdent is fuIIy commltted to empowenng more of Amenca s faith-

- and community-based charities to address some of our toughest social problems and help those mostin need. He’ o

proposes to codify the executive order he signed that ends federal discrimination against these groups. And he’
announced a new plan to bring local and faith-based groups together with federal agencies to help recently

.. released prisoners make a successful transition back to society - reducing the chance that they will be arrested

again This 4-year $300 million initiative will provide transitional vhousing, basic job training, and mentoring.

Presrdent Bush descnbed the state of our Union as conﬁdent and strong and urged all Amencans to move forward and-
) complete the |mportant work ahead. :

White House Office of Communications
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The State of the Union
January 20, 2004 S

‘In h|s State of the Umon address, President Bush dlscussed the serious challenges facing our Natlon and the steps we \
- must take to make America a more secure, more prosperous and more hopeful country. Over the last three years, America -

has.come together to overcome great challenges, and the President expressed faith and confidence in the American people L

and our nation’s future. Now the choice is clear - to move forward on the path to freedom and prosperity, or to turn back to
the old pollc1es and lelSIOﬂS of the past. . S

. President Bush Iald out clear goals for the future beh|nd which all Amencans can umte and urged the natlon to move
forward with the work that still needs to be done. :

MakingAmerica Safer with Decisive Action to Win the War on Terror -

America is safer today because of the decisive action and leadership of President Bush. President Bush will never forget
the attacks of September 11. Although there has not been a successful attack on our homeland in 28 months, the
President will not allow the nation to return to a sense of false security and complacency as Iong as the terrorists still
threaten us. He called for continued action at home and abroad to defeat the terrorists and pursue a forward strategy of
freedom to-promote democracy throughout the Middle East.

» The Presndent called on Congress to renew the Patnot Act, which provndes law enforcement officials with essential
tools needed to track down terrorists before they strike. The Patriot Act allows investigators and prosecutors to use

~ laws originally designed to prosecute embezzlers and drug traffickers to bring intemational terrorists to justice. - It
“allows federal law enforcement to better share information, track terrorists, disrupt their cells, and seize their assets.

> -America continues to wage a relentless campaign against terrorists who threaten our country. In this war, America
is taking the offensive, denying terrorists refuge, identifying and seizing their finances, and holding terrorists and
‘their sponsors to account. We have captured almost two- thirds of the known Al-Qaida leaders, mcludmg the

- mastermind of the September 11 attacks. B

o Afghanistan, once ruled by the brutal Tahban regime that sheltered Al- Qalda has adopted a new
~ constitution and is following the path of democracy, including prowdlng fundamental rights to women..
~o . Libya has now pledged to disclose and dismantle all of its weapons of mass destruction programs.
o - Inlraq, Saddam Hussein has been overthrown and captured and the enemies of freedom are being
systematically routed from their holes and rounded up. Iragis are assuming greater responsibility for their
- own security and future government, and America and more than 30 nations are helping the Iraqi people
make the transition to full sovereignty by the end of June. Atthough |t is hard work we will stand by them -
as they complete the transntlon to democracy

> The PreS|dent recognizes that different threats reqmre different strategies. He is worklng with other nations to .
.ensure that North Korea and lran abandon their nucIear ambitions and join the worId commumty in preventmg the
spread of dangerous weapons..

> Amenca s actions will result in the spread of democracy in the Middle East - an |mportant step that will prowde an

‘ alternative to terror and violence. To further encourage the progress of democracy, President Bush is calling for a
doubling of support for the National Endowment for Democracy, and focusing its new work on the development of

free electlons free markets, free press, and free Iabor umons in the Middle East L



*

L Keeping America on Track for a More Prosperous Future‘

The Iast three years have revealed the fundamental strengths of America’s economy Desplte the unprecedented economic - ‘
 shocks of recession, the September 11 attacks, corporate scandals and war, America’s. economy is on track for recovery

‘,‘ -~ - and sustalned JOb creation.

> The tax relief proposed and srgned into law by President Bush was the right actron at the nght time for our
economy. This tax relief doubled the child tax credit; reduced the marriage penalty; phased out the death tax;
lowered taxes on capital gains, stock dividends, and small businesses to create rncentlves forjob creation; and
lowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes.
> The results of this decisive action are clear, Economic growth in the 3 quarter of 2003 and new home construction
. the highest in almost 20 years; homeownership levels are at historic highs; manufacturing activity is increasing;
- inflation and interest rates are low; and a quarter million jobs were created in the last half of 2003. = a
> President Bush called on Congress to enable these positive économic trends to continue by making the tax relref
permanent — so families and busrnesses can plan and invest for the future.

Helping Americans Access High-Demand Jobs: America’s economy is growing but it is also changing, and it is more
important than ever that Americans have the education and training needed to succeed in the new millennium. The No-
Child Left Behind Act is bringing important reforms to America’s schools by insisting on standards and accountability for
results. There are substantial resources available to |mplement these reforms and Presrdent Bush will f ight any effort to
undo them.

> Many older students and current workers will also need to strengthen their skills to compete for the jObS of
tomorrow. President Bush proposed a series of measures called Jobs for the 21st Cenfufy — designed to provide
- extra help to middle- and high school students who fail behind in reading and math, expand Advanced Placement
programs in low-income schools, and invite math and science professionals from the prrvate sector to teach part-
.- timein high schools.. -
- » The President's Jobs for the 21st Century initiative will also provide Iarger PeII Grants for students who prepare for
. college with demanding courses in high school.. It increases support for America's: communrty colleges to enable
them to train workers for the industries that are creatrng the most new jObS :

Sustarnrng Economic Growth: To help sustain America's economic recovery, President Bush caIIed on Congress to pass
leglslatron to streamline federal regulations, protect employers from junk lawsuits, ensure an affordable and reliable supply
of energy, and give younger workers an opportunity to set aside a portion of their Social Securlty taxes in personal - -
retirement accounts. He also underscored his commitment to fiscal responsibility by announcing that his FY 2005 budget
will hold drscretronary spendrng growth to less than 4%, keeping America on track to cut the def crt in ha|f in five years

trengthenrng Health Care for Millions of Americans: Presrdent Bush urged Congress to extend the benef ts of modern’
. medicine throughout our country and take action to heIp control the rising costs of medical care and glve more Amerrcans :
access to health insurance. : :

’ Strengthemng Medicare: Just last month, President Bush signed legislation to strengthen Medicare and add a
prescription drug benefit, keeping a commitment to seniors to help them afford the medicines they need.
> Starting this year, seniors can choose to receive a drug discount card that will save 10-25% off the retail price: of
most prescription drugs — and millions of low-income seniors can get an additional $600 to buy medicine.
» Begrnnrng next year, seniors will have new coverage for preventlve screenings agalnst diabetes and heart disease,
‘and seniors just entering Medicare can receive wellness exams.
> In January of 2006, seniors can get prescription coverage under Medicare. For a monthly premium of about $35,
most seniors who do not have prescription drug coverage will see their drug bills cut roughly in haIf Seniors will be
*able to keep Medicare just as it is today, or choose the Medicare plan that fits them best - srmrlar to the health care
‘choices offered to Members of Congress.
> Presrdent Bush will veto any effort to take this prescnptron drug coverage away from semors and Irmrt therr chorces N




t

LN

Increasing Health'Care Affordability and Coverage: President Bush is concerned about the. nslng cost of health care

_ and helping Americans to afford health care coverage that best mests their needs. The President rejects the notion ofa -

government-run health care system as some have proposed. He outlined a series of steps for makmg health i msurance
more affordable and accessible, including: -

>

e

vV VvV

Enabling small businesses to band together and negotiate for lower insurance rates covenng more workers wrth
health insurance, through Association Health Plans. v
Giving lower-income Americans a refundable tax credlt SO mllllons can buy their own basic health msurance o
coverage. '

Computerizing health records to reduce costs, |mprove care, and lower the risk of medical mrstakes

Eliminating frivolous medical lawsurts that damage the doctor-patrent relatlonshrp and keep good doctors from -

taking new patients. - R
Allowing individuals to set aside money tax free in new Health Savrngs Accounts and to deduct 100% of the S

R premiums forcatastrophlc health i lnsurance from thelrtaxes

- Burldmg a Better and More Compassronate America for AII

P

Dunng thls time of great change in our nation, the PreS|dent spoke to the |mportance of preservrng the tlmeless
values and vital institutions that contlnue to make Amenca strong—llke famrlles schools, and religious -
congregatlons : ,

The Presrdent proposed several new steps to help young Amencans make responstble chorces

~ o Druguse in high school has declined by 11 percent over the past two years and 400 OOO fewer young
people are using illegal drugs than in 2001. The President's FY 05 budget will include new funding to -
_continue our aggressive, community-based strategy to reduce demand for illegal drugs - as well as an.
" increase of $23 million for schools that want to'use drug testing as a tool to save children's lives. ‘
- o Toensure that role models do not send the wrong message about substance abuse to millions of American
children, the President called on America’s professional sports leagues and their unions to take decisive -
 action to address the problem of ilegal steroids.
"o Atatime when 3 million American teenagers contract sexually transmrtted dlseases each year the
~ President proposes a new grassroots health'campaign to mform teens and parents of the nsks and a
doublrng of federal funding for abstinence educatron programs

Defendmg the lnst|tut|on of Marrrage The Presrdent also called for a pnncrpled stand to defend the rnstrtutron of .
. marriage against activist judges who redefi ing marrlage by court order — wrthout Ilstenlng to the vorces of the elected _: s
. representatlves of the people. L o

i

v Fa|th and Communlty -Based Groups The President is fully commrtted to empowenng more of America's farth-
- and community-based charities to address some of our toughest social problems and help those most in need. He -
‘proposes to codify the executive order he signed that ends federal discrimination against these groups. And he

announced a new plan to bring local and faith-based groups together with federal agencies to help recently
released prisoners make a successful transition back to society - reducing the chance that they will be arrested .

Z' . agaln Thrs 4-year, $300 million initiative will provrde transitional housrng basic job trarnmg, and mentonng

Presrdent Bush descnbed the state of our Unlon as confident and strong and urged all Amencans to move fon/vard and |
complete the lmportant work ahead. :

.- White HoUse Office of Communications
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The State of the Union
' -~ January 20, 2004 P

In his Sta e of the Unron address President Bush discussed the Serious challenges facrng our Nation and the steps we
‘must take to make America a more secure, more prosperous and more hopeful country. Over the last three years, America
has come together to overcome great challenges, and the President expressed faith and confidence in the American people
~ and our nation’s future: ‘Now the choice is clear ~ to move forward on the path to freedom and prospenty orto turn back to
- the old policies and drvrsrons of the past :

President Bush laid out clear goals for the future, behind which all Amencans can unrte and urged the nation-to move -
 forward with the work that still needs to be done »

Makrnq Amenca Safer with Decrsrve Actron to Wm the War on Terror |

Amenca is-safer today because of the decisive action and Ieadershrp of President Bush. President Bush wrll never forget
~ the attacks of September 11. Although there has not been a successful attack on our homeland in 28 months, the
President will not allow the nation to return to a sense of false security and complacency as long as the terrorists still
threaten us. He called for continued action at home and abroad to defeat the terrorists and pursue-a forward strategy of
- freedom to promote democracy throughout the Middle East - ,

> The President called on Congress to renew the Patriot Act, which provides law enforcement officials with essential -
tools needed to track down terrorists before they strike. The Patriot Act allows investigators and prosecutors to use
laws originally designed to prosecute embezzlers and drug traffickers to bring international terrorists to justice. It -

allows federal law enforcement to better share information, track terrorists, disrupt theircells and seize their assets.

» Americacontinues to wage a relentless campalgn agalnst terrorists who threaten our country In this war, America -
is taking the offensive, denying terrorists refuge, identifying and seizing their finances, and holding terrorists and
their sponsors to account. We have captured almost two- thlrds of the known Al- Qalda leaders mcludrng the -
mastermind of the September 11 attacks. .

o, Afghanrstan once ruled by the brutal Taliban regime that sheltered Al-Qaida, has adopted a new

~ constitution and is following the path of democracy, including providing fundamental rights to women.

o Libyahas now pledged to disclose and dismantie all of its weapons of mass destruction programs.

- o Inlrag, SaddamHussein has been overthrown and captured and the enemies of freedom are being

 “systematically routed from their holes and rounded up. raqis are assuming greater responsibility for their -

own security and future government, and America and more than 30 nations are helping the Iraqi people
make the transition to full sovereignty by the end of June. AIthough itis hard work, we will stand by them ‘
as they complete the transition to democracy

o The President recognizes that drfferent threats require drfferent strategres He is working with other nations to
ensure that North Korea and Iran abandon their nuclear ambitions and join the world communlty in.preventing th
spread of dangerous weapons. - » :

> America's actions will result in the spread of democracy in the Middle East —an important step that will provide an

alternative to terror and violence. To further encourage the progress of democracy, President Bush is calling for a

- doubling of support for the National Endowment for Democracy, and focusing its new work on the development of
free elections, free markets, free press, and free labor unions in the Middle East. : :




-

Keeping America on Track for a More Prosperous Future

The last three years have revealed the fundamental strengths of America's economy. - Despite the unpreCedented econo'mic )
shocks of recession, the September 11 attacks, corporate scandals and war, America's economy is on track for recovery
and sustained job creation. ,

» The tax relief proposed and signed into law by President Bush was the right action at the right time for our
economy. This tax relief doubled the child tax credit; reduced the marriage penalty; phased out the death tax;
- lowered taxes on capital gains, stock dividends, and small businesses to create mcentrves for job creatron and
‘ lowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes. ' H
> The results of this decisive action are clear.. Economic growth in the 31 quarter of 2003: and new home constructron
" the highest in almost 20 years; homeownership levels are at historic highs; manufactunng activity is rncreasmg
inflation and interest rates are low; and-a quarter million jobs were created in the last half of 2003.
> President Bush called on Congress to enable these positive economic trends to continue by makrng the tax relref
~ permanent - o families and businesses can plan and rnvest for the future .

Helpmg Americans Access High- Demand Jobs: America’ 5 economy is growing but it is also changmg and itis more
important than ever that Americans have the education and training needed to succeed in the new millennium. The No~ .
Child Left Behind Act is bringing important reforms to America's schools by insisting on standards and accountability for
results. There are substantial resources available to |mplement these reforms and Presrdent Bush will fight any effort to
undo them : : '

» Many older students and current workers will also need to strengthen their skills to compete for the jobs of
tomorrow. President Bush proposed a series of measures called Jobs for the 21t Century — designed to provrde
extra help to middle- and high school students who.fall behind in reading and math, expand Advanced Placement
programs in low-income schools, and invite math and scrence professronals from the pnvate sector to teach part-
time in high schools.

- The President's Jobs for the 215t Century initiative will also provide larger Pelt Grants for students who prepare for
college with demanding courses in high school. It increases support for America’s commumty cotleges to enable
them to train workers for the industries that are creating the most new jObS :

A 7

Sustarnrng Economic Growth: To help sustain Amenca S economic recovery, Presrdent Bush called on Congress to pass -

“legislation to streamline federal regulations, protect employers from junk lawsuits, ensure an affordable and refiable supply o

“of energy, and give younger workers an opportunity to set aside a portion of their Social Security taxes in personal -
retirement accounts. He also underscored his commitment to fiscal responsibility by announcing that his FY 2005 budget .
will hold discretionary spending growth to less than 4%, keeping America on track to cut the deficit in half in five years.

~ Strengthening Health Care for Millions of Americans._President Bush urged Congress to extend the benefits of modem
medicine throughout our country and take action to help control the rrsrng costs of medical care and give more Americans
access to health insurance. . .

Strengthenmg Medrcare Just last month, President Bush signed legislation to strengthen Medicare and add a -
prescription drug benefit, keeping a commitment to seniors to help them afford the medicines they need.
~ » - Starting this year, seniors can choose to receive a drug discount card that will save 10-25% off the retail price of
' most prescription drugs ~ and millions of low-income seniors can get an additional $600 to. buy medicine.
> Beginning next year, seniors will have new coverage for preventive screenings agarnst drabetes and heart disease,
- and seniors just entering Medicare can receive wellness exams.
> In January of 2006, seniors can get prescription coverage under Medicare. For a monthly premium of about $35

most seniors who do not have prescription drug coverage will see their drug bills cut roughly in half.” Seniors wil be o

_able to keep Medicare just as it is today, or choose the Medrcare plan that fits them best similar to the health care '
-~ choices offered to Members of Congress.
> Presrdent Bush erI veto any effort to take this prescription drug coverage away from seniors and Irmrt therr ch0|ces



-

Increasing Health Care Affordability and Coverage: President Bush is concerned about the rising cost of health care
and helping Americans to afford health care coverage that best meets their needs. The President rejects the notion of a
government-run health care system as some have proposed. He outhned a series of steps for makrng health i rnsurance \
more affordable-and accessible, including:

>
T,
>

>
>

»

Enablrng small businesses to band together and negotrate for lower i insurance rates covering. more workers wrth o

health insurance, through Association Health Plans.:
Giving lower-income Americans a refundable tax credit so mrtlrons can buy therr own basrc health msurance

- coverage. :
Computerizing health records to reduce costs, improve care, and lower the rrsk of medical mistakes.
Eliminating frivolous medica] lawsuits that damage the doctor—patrent relationship and keep good doctors from
taking new patients.

Allowing individuals to set aside money tax free in new Heatth Savings Accounts and to deduct 100% of the

o *premrums forcatastrophrc health insurance from their taxes.

Bur!drnq a Better and More Compassronate Amerrca for AIl

3

v

During thrs trme of great change in our nation, the Presrdent spoke to the importance of preserving the trmeless o
values and vital institutions that continue to make America strong—like famrlres schools, and religious

' congregatrons

The President proposed several new steps to help young American_s make responsibte choices.

o Drug use in high school has declined by 11 percent over the past two years, and 400,000 fewer young
- people are using illegaldrugs than in 2001. The President's FY 05 budget will include new funding to
- continue our aggressive, community-based strategy to reduce demand for illegal drugs - as well as an
“increase of $23 million for schools that want to use drug testing as a tool to save children’s lives.
o To ensure that role models do not send the wrong message about substance abuse to millions of American
children, the President called on America’s professional sports leagues and their unrons to take decisive
. action to address the problem of illegal steroids.
o - At a time when 3 million American teenagers contract sexually transmrtted drseases each year, the
President proposes a new grassroots health campaign to inform teens and parents of the nsks and a
doubling of federal funding for abstinence educatron programs. o

Defending the tnstrtutron of Marriage: The President also called for a principled stand to defend the institution of
marriage against activist judges who redefine marrrage by court order without Irstenrng to the voices of the elected

) ’representatrves of the people.

Faith- and Commumty-Based Grodps: The President is fully committed to empowering more of America's faith-- -
and community-based charities to address some of our toughest social problems and help those most in need. He -

' proposes to codify the executive order he signed that ends federal discrimination against these groups. And he

- announced a new plan to bring local and faith-based groups together with federal agencies to help recently

released prisoners make a successful transition back to society - reducing the chance that they will be arrested

.again' T»his 4-year $300-mi|tion initiative wttt»provide transitional housing, basic job training', and-mentoring ~

President Bush described the state of our Union as confrdent and strong and urged all Amerrcans to. move forward and
complete the |mportant work ahead :

White House Office of Communications
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- The State of the Union
Januery 20,2004

i his State of the Union address, President Bush discussed the serious challenges facing ou
must take to make America a more secure, more prosperous and more hopeful country. Qver the last three years, America |
has come together to overcome great challenges, and the President expressed faith and ¢onfidefce in the American people
and our nation's future. Now the choice is clear — to move forward on the path to freedem and progperity, or to turn backto
the ald policies and divisions of the past. : '

- President Bush laid out clear goals for the future, behind WhICh all Americans can unite, and urged thefnition to move
forward with the work that still needs to be done.

Making America Safer with Decislve Action to Win the War on Terror

America is safer today because of the decisive action and leadership of President Bush. President Bush will never forget
the attacks of September 11. Although there has not been a successful attack on our homeland in 28 months, the
President will not allow the nation to return to a sense of false security and complacency as long as the terrorists still
threaten us. He called for continued action at home and abroad to defeat the terrarists and pursue a forward strategy of
freedom to promote democracy throughout the Middie East

‘;» The President called on Congress te renew the Patriot Act which provides law enforcement officials thh essentlal .
tools needed to track down terrorists before they strike. The Patriot Act ellows investigators and prosecutors to use
laws originally designed to prosecute embezzlers and drug traffickers to bring international terrorists to justice. It -
allows federal law enforcement to better share informatian, track terrorists, disrupt their cells, and seize their assets.

America continues to wage a relentless campaign against terrorists who threaten our country. In this war, America -
is taking the offensive, denying terorists refuge, Identifying and seizing their finances, and holding terrorists and
their spansors to account. We have captured almost two-thirds of the known Al-Qaida leaders, including the
mastermlnd of the September 11 attacks. ' : ,

\'4

o Afghamstan once ruled by the brutal Taliban regime that sheltered Al-Qaida, has adopted anew
- constitution and is following the path of democracy, inciuding providing fundamental rights to women.
o Libya has now pledged to distlose and dismantle all of its weapons of mass destruction programs.
.o Inlrag, Saddam Hussein has been overthrown and captured and the enemies of freedomn are being
 systematically routed from their holes and rounded up. Iraqis are assuming greater responsibility for their

own security and fulure government, and America and more than 30 nations are helping the Iraqi people
make the transition to full savereignty by the end of June. Although it is hard work, we wull stand by them
as they complete the transition to democracy. :

> The President recagnizes. that different threats require different strategies He- .tS working Mth aother hahons to
- ensure that North Kersa and Iran abandon their nuclear ambltlons and join the world commuriity in preventing the
spread of dangerous weapons. : ‘

> Amencas actions will result in the spread of democracy in the Middle East —-an |mportant step that will prowde an
alternative to terror and vislence. To further.encourage the progress of democracy, President Bush is calling for a
doubling of suppart for the National Endowment for Democracy, and focusing ifs new work on the development of
free elections, free markets, free press, and free [abor unions In the M;ddle East.
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eegmg Amerlca on Track for a More Frosperous Futum

The last three years have revealed the fundamental strengths of America’s economy Despite the unprecedented economic
shocks of recession, the September 11 attacks, corporate scandals and war, America's economy is on track for recovery
and sustarned jOb creation. S

> The tax relief proposed and signed rnto law by President Bush was the right action at the nght trme for our
economy. This tax relief doubled the child tax credit; reduced the marriage penalty; phased out the death tax;
. lowered taxes on capital gains, stock dividends, and smail busmesses to create incentives for job creation; and’
lowered taxes far every American who pays income taxes.

the highest in almost 20 years; homeownership levels are &t histaric highs; manufacturing activity is increasing;
inflation and interest rates are low; and a quarter million jobs were created in the last half of 2003.

> President Bush called on Congress to enable these positive economic trends to continue by making the tax refief
parmanent — so families and businesses can plan and invest for the future,

Helpmg Americans Access High-Demand Jobs: America's economy is growrng but it is also changing, and it is more
important than ever that Americans have the education and training needed ta succeed in the new millennium. The No
Child Left Behind Act is bringing important reforms fo Ameriea’s schools by msrstrng on standards and accountability for -

results. There are substantial resources available to implement these reforms and President Bush will i ght any effort {o
undo them. _

> Many older students and current workers will also need to strengthen their skills to compete for the jobs of

tomorrow. President Bush propased a series of measures called Jobs for the 215t Century — designed to provide
. extra help to middle- and high schoel students who fall behind in readmg and math, expand Advanced Placement

programs in low-income schools, and invite math and science professronals from the private sector to teach part-
time in high schogls.

> The President's Jobs for the 21 Cantury initiative will also prowde larger Pell Grants for students who prepare for

- college with demanding courses in high scheel. It increases support for America's oommunlty colleges to enable
them to train workers for the industries that are creatmg the most new Jobs

Sustammg Economic Growth; Ta help sustain America's aconomic recovery, Presrdent Bush called on Congress to pass
legisiation to streamtine federal regulations, protect employers from junk lawsuits, ensure an affordable and refiable supply
of energy, and give younger warkers an opportunity 1o set aside a portion of their Social Security taxes in personal
retirement accounts. He also underscored his commitment to fiscal responsibility by announcing that his FY 2005 budget
will hold drscretronary spending growth to less than 4%, keeping Amerlca on track to cuf the deficit in half in five years

Strangthemng Health Care for Milllons of Americans: President Bush urged Congress to extend the benefits of modem
medicine throughout our country and take action to help conirol the rlslng costs of medical eare and give more Amencans
access {o health insurance, ~ | :

~ Strangthening Medicare: Just last month, President Bush signed legislation to strengthen Medicare and add a
prescnptron drug benefit, keeping a commitment to seniors to help them afford the medicines they need.

> Starting this year, seniors can choose {o receive a drug discount card that will save 10-25% off the retail price of
most prescription drugs — and millions of low-income seniors can get an additional $800 to buy medicine.

> Beginning next year, seniors will have new coverage for preventive screenings agamst diabetes and heart disease,
and seniors just entering Medicars can receive wellness exams.

» In.January of 2006, seniors can get prescription coverage under Medicare. Fora monthly premium of about $35,
most seniars who do not have prescription drug coverage will ses their drug bills cut raughly in half. Seniors will be
able to keep Medicare Just as it is today, or choose the Medicare plan that fits them best ~ similar to the health care-
choices offered to Members of Congress.

> President Bush will veto any effort to take this prescrrptron drug coverage away from seniors. and lrmrt therr chorces

The results of this decisive action are clear. Economic grawth Jn the 3t quarter of 2003 and new home constructlon : |

o
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~ Inereasing Health Care Affordability and Caverage: President Bush is concerned about the rising cost of health care
“and helping Americans to afford health care coverage that best meets their needs. The President rejects the nation of a
government-run health care system as some have proposed He outlined a series of steps for makmg heatth msurance
mare affordable and accessible, including:
> Enabling small businesses fo band together and negotlate for jower i insurance rates, covermg more workers w1th
. health insurance, through Association Health Plans. :
> Giving lower-income Americans a rerndabIe tax credit so. mlltmns can buy thelr own basic heatth msurance o
coverage.
Computerizing health records to reduce costs, improve care, and tower the risk of medical m:stakes
Eliminating frivolaus medical lawsuits that damage the doctor-patlent refationship and keep good dactors from.
taking new patients.
Aliowing individuals to set aside money tax free in new Health Savings Accounts and to dedunt 100% of the
‘premlums for ca’tastrophxc health insurance from their taxes, ‘ ‘

v vv_

_Buildmg a Better and. Mare Comgsslanate America for All

> Durlng Thls time of great change in our nation, the Presndent spoke to the lmpnrtance cf preservmg the tnmeless
values and vital institutions that continue to make America strang—like families, schools and rellgmus
congregaﬂons ' ; : ‘

> The Pres:dent proposed severel new steps to help young Amencans make responslble chOlces

o Dmg use in high school has declined by 11 percent over the past two years and 400, OOD fewer young :
- people are ysing illegal drugs than in 2001, The President's FY 05 budget will include new funding to -
- continue our aggressive, community-based strategy to reduce demand for illegal drugs ~ as well as an -
“ . increase of $23 million for schools that want to use drug testing as a tool to save children’s lives. ,
o - To ensure that role madels do not send the wrong message about substance abuse to milfions of American
children, the President called on America's professional sports leagues and their unions to take decnswe
action to address the problem of illegal steroids.
‘o Atatime when 3 million American teenagers contract sexually transmitted diseases each year, the
- President propases a new grassroots health campaign to inform teens and parents of the nsks anda
doublmg of federal funding for abstmence education programs. :

> Defendlng the Institution of Mamage The Pres:dent also called for a pnncxpted stand to defend the institution of |
- marriage against activist judges who redefine mamage by court arder — wdhout Ilstemng to the voices of the etected
representatlves of the people. .

% Faith- and Comrnumty-Based Groups: The Presn:lent is fully commltted to empowering more of Amenca s faith-
“and community-based charities to address some of our toughest social problems and help those most in need, He
proposes to codify the executive order he signed that ends federal discrimination against these groups. And he
announced a new plan to bring local and faith-based groups tagether with federal agencies to help recently
- released prisoners make a stccessful transition back to society — reducing the chance that they will be arrested

; agaln This 4-year, $300 million mnttatnve will pravide transmonal housmg basw job tralnmg. and mentcmng

President Bush descnbed the state of our Umon as confident and strong and urged all Amencans to move forward and :
, comptete the 1mportant work ahead : :

White House Qffice of Communications
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In his State of the Union address, President Bush discussed the serious challenges facintour Nation and the steps we |
must take to- make America a more sacure, more pProsperous and more hopeful country. @ver the last three years, America v

has come together fo overcome great chalienges, and exprassed faith and confidence in the American people /
and our natton $ future Now the choice is clear ~ to movelforward on the path to freedom and prospenty or to tum hack\-te ‘

President Bush laid out clear goals for the future, behlnd which al Amencans can unite, and urged the natton to move 4 /e;
forward with theworkthatshlt needs tobedone T o | Coenl Lok /0'1,37‘;—

ad &

| Makmg America Safer with Declstva Action to W‘ n tho War on Tom:r |

America is safer today hecause of the decisive actton and leadership of President Bush President Bush will never forget
the attacks of September 11, Although there has not been. a successful attack on our homeland in 28 months, the
* President will not aflow the nation to return to a sense of false security and complacency as long as the temorists still
threaten us. He called for continued action at home and abroad to defeat the terrorists and pursue a forward strategy of
- freedom to promote democracy throughout the Middle East. . ’
21oT _C,w‘!a all caf.r)

» The President catted on Congress to renew the aetﬁet-ﬂct thCh rovides taw entoroernent officials wrth essential - 4
- lools needed to track down terrarists before they stiike, The Act allows investigators and prosecutors to use
~laws originally designed to prosecute embezzlers and drug traffickers to bring intemational terrorists to justice. It
: attows federal law enforcement to better share infarmation, track terro‘nstsk disrupt their cells, and seize thetr assets
- ' bltocKin :
. ». America continues {0 wage a relenttess campatgn against tegafists who threSten our cauntry. In thts war, Amenca _
is taking the offensive, denying terrorists refuge, identifying And seizing their finances, and holding terrarists and - t/
 their sponsors to account. We have captured: aimost two—thrrds of the known At—Qatda teaders mcludtng the
L mastermmd of the September 11 attacks. - : ‘

To Atghamstan once ruled by the brutal Taliban reglme that sheltered At-Qatda has adopted anew
constitution and is following the path of demacracy, including providing fundamental rights to women,.
o Libya has now pledged to disclose and dismantle all of its weapons of mass destruction programs.
o In lraq, Saddam Hussein has been overthrown and captured and the enemies of freedom are being
- systematically routed from their holes and rounded up. Iragis are assuming greater responsibility for their -
-own security and future govermment, and America and more than 30 nations are helping the Iragi people
- make tha transition to full soversignty by the end of June. Atthough itis hard work, we wut stand by them
as they complete the transition to democracy , .

> The Premdent recogntzes that different threats require dttferent strategtes Heis working wnh other nations to
ensure that North Korea and iran abandon their nuclear ambitions and j ptn the world commumty |n preventtng the
: spread of dangerous weapon& : r

> Amenca s actions will result in the spread of demooraoy in the Middle East - tmportant'step that will provtde’an ]
. altemative to terror and viclence. Tofurther encourage the progress of demacracy, President Bush s calling fora
doubling of support for the National Endowment for Democracy, and focusing its new.work on the development of
- free electtons free markets, free press, and fres |abor unians in the Middle Easl, -
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: Koogmg America on Track for a More Prosperous Future

The last three years have revealed the fundamental strengths of America's econamy. Desprte me unprecedented £conomic
shocks of recession, the September 11 altacks, comporate scandals,and war, Amenca § ecanomy ison track for recovery A J
and sustarned rob creation. ‘

> The tax relief proposed and signed into law by President Bush was the nght action at the right trme for aur
econamy. This tax relief doubled the child tax credit; reduced the marriage penalty; phased out the death tax;
~ lowered taxes on capital gains, stock dividends, and small businesses to create incentives for jOb creation; and
lowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes. _
>~ The results of this decisive action are clear. Economic growth in the 3 quarter of 2003 and new home construcnon :
a re ~the highest in almost 20 years; homeownership levels are at histaric highs; manufacturing activity is increasing; \/
- inflation and interest rates are low; and a quarter million jobs were created in the last half of 2003, R
» President Bush called on Congress to :v?:bthese positive economic trends We-by making the tax relref } /
permanent - so families and businesses pan plan and invest{ferthe-fuitte. for dhe ﬁufu/!. o
‘ SeCure wit con 144[0\4 :
Halplng Amorlcans Access High-Demand Jobs: America's economy is growing but it is also changing, and it is more
important than ever that Americans have the education and training needed to succeed in the new millennium. The No

Child Lefl Behind Act is bringing important reforms to America's schools by insisting on standards and acoountability for

results. There are substantial resources avarlable fo implement these reforms, and President Bush will ﬁght any effort to

- undo them. -

= Many older students and curent workers will also need to strengthen their skills to compete for the jobs of o
tomomow. President Bush propasad a series of measures called Jobs for the 27¢ Century - designed to provide
“extra help to middle- and high schoo! students who fall behind in reading and math, expand Advanced Placement
programs in low-income schools, and invite:math and scienca professmnals from the pnvate sector to teach part-
~_. time in high schogls. :
> The President’s Jobs for the 21 Century initiative will also provide larger Pell Granis for students who prepare for :
-college with demanding caurses in high school. {#increases support for America’s community colleges to eneble- l/ ‘
~Jherm-tedrain workere for the rndustnes that are r]gatrng the mos)l’new jobs. , / '

ﬂﬂ ',\, a—ﬁyt d{f{) .

’ Sustammg Economic Growth To help sustain America's economic recovery, President Bush called on Congress ta pass

legisiation to streamline federal regulations, protect employers from junk lawsuits, ensure an affordable and refiable supply
of energy, and give younger workers an opportunity to set aside a portion of their Social Security {axes in personal
retirement accounts. He also underscared his commitment to fiscal responsibility by announcing that his FY 2005 budget

* w.ll hold drscrehonary spending growth {o less than 4%, keeprng Amenca on track fo cul the deficit in half in five years

gongthsmng Health Care for Millions of Amoﬂgns President Bush urged Congress to extend the benefits of modem ‘

medicine throughout our country and take ac!ron to help control the nsrng costs of medrcal care and give more Amencans

' access to health insurance.

Strengthenmg Medicara: Just last month, President Bush srgned legisiation fo strengthen Medlcare and add a
prescnphon drug benefit, keepmg a commitment to seniors to help them afford the medicines they need. L
> Starting this year, seniors can choose to receive a drug discount card that will save 10-25% off the retail price of
-~ most prescription drugs - and millions of low-income seniors can get an additional $600 ta buy medicine.
~ > Beginning next year, seniors will have new caverage for preventive screenings against d:abetes and heart dlsaase,
and seplors just entering Medicare ¢an receive wellness exams, mw(e;; ' ’
> In January of 2008, seniors can get prescription coverage under Medicare. For a{ onthly premium of-abont 38, v
most seniors who do not have prescription drug coverage nggee their drug bills cut raughly in half, Seniars will be - 4

able to keap Medicare just as it is today, or choose the Medi¢are plan that fits them best - similar to the heaﬂh care
~ 'chaices offered to Members of Congress. could
B e Presudem Bush will veto any effort to take this prescription drug coverage away from semors and Fimit their choices.



JQN-Z@—Z@@A, : 18:17 OMB/DIRECTOR DFFICE . . ‘ . P.o4/04

rncreasmg Health Care Affordability and Co\mrags Premdent Bush is concerned about the rising cost of health care

« and helping Americans to afford health care coverage that best meets their needs. The President rejects the notion of a
gavernment-run health care system as some have proposed He outlined a series of steps for making health msuranoe
mare affordable and accessible, including:

>

>

v W

Enabling small businesses to band together and negotiate for Iower insurance rates covenng more workers W|th :
health insurance, through Association Health Plans.-

Giving lower-income Americans a refundable tax credll so miliions can buy their own bas:c health msurance
coverage. :
Computerizing health records to reduce costs, imprave care, and lower the nsk of medical mistakes.

Eliminating frivolous medical lawsuits that damage the doctor-patient relationship and keep good doctars frorn
taking new patients..

Allowing individuals to set aside money tax free in new Health Savings Accounts and to deduct 100% of the
premlums for catastrophlc health insurance from their taxes.

Building a Better and More Compassionate America f'orAIl

P

During this time of great change in our nation, the President spake to the importance of presewing‘the timeless

- values and vital institutions that continue to make America strang—like families, schools and rei:gmus
congregations. : , ,

‘ The President proposed sevéral new steps to help young Americans make responsible choices. -

‘o Drug use in high school has declined by 11 percent over the past two years, and 400,000 fewer y0ung '
people are using illegal drugs than in 2001. The President's FY 05 budget will inciude new funding to
- cantinue our aggressive, community-based strategy to reduce demand for ilegal drugs — as well as an -
~incraase of $23 million for schools that want to use drug tesling as a tool to save children's lives. |
o Toensure that role models do nat sand the wrong massage about substance abuse to millons of American
-children, the President called on America's professional sports leagues and thelr unions to take demswe E
. action to address the problem of illegal steroids. o "
o - Atatime when 3 million American teenagers contract sexually transmitted diseases each year, the
President proposes a new grassroots health campaign to inform teens and parents of the risks - anda’
doubhng of federal funding for abstinence education programs. v

: Defandmg the inatitution of MarTiage: The President also called for a pnnmpled stand to defend the institution of - |
- martiage against activist judges who redefine mamiage by court order without listening to the voices of the elected
represantatwes of the people. ‘ R '

Faith- and Community-Bassd Groups: The President is fully committed to e‘mpoﬁIering more of ,MErica's faith-

- and community-based charities to address some of our toughest social prablems and help those most in need, He

proposes o codify the executive order he signed that ends federal discrimination against these groups. And he

- announced a new plan to bring local and faith-based groups together with federal agencies to help recenitly

released prisoners make a successful transition back to society - reducing the chance that thay will be amested
again. This 4-year, $300 rmlhon initiative will provide transmonal huusmg. basic job !rammg, and. mentonng

Pzresndent Bush described the state of our Union as confi dent and stmng and urged all Amencans o move forward and
compiete the impovtam work ahead. : :

Whita Housa Ofﬁoe of Communicatione

- TOTAL P.4
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‘The State of the Umon
January 20, 2004 .

In his State of the Union address, President Bush discussed lhe serious nhalleng&s facing our Nation and the steps we
must take to make America a more secure, more prosperous and more hopeful country. Over the last three years, America
has come together to overcome great challenges, and the President expressed faith and confidence in the American people

and our nation’s future. Now the choice is clear - to move fonuard on the path to freedom and prosperity, or to turn back to
the old policles and divisions of the past.. .

President Bush laid out clear goals for the future, behrnd whlch all Americans can unite, and urged the nation to mave .
“forward with the work that still needs to be done.

Makmg Amerlca Safer w:th Decfstve Action to Win the War on Terror

America is safer today because of the decrsrve action and Ieadersmp of President Bush. President Bush wul never forget
the attacks of September 11. Although there has not been a successful attack on our homeland in 28 months, the
President will not allow the nation to retum to a sense of false security and complacency as long as the terrorists still

- threaten us. He called for continued action at home and abroad to defest the tenonsts and pursue a forward strategy of
freedom to promote democracy throughout the Middle East '

» The Presrdent called on Congress to renew the Patriot Act, which provrdes law enforcement officlals wrth essenhal
. tools needed to track down temorists before they strike. The Patriot Act aliows investigators and prosecutors fo use -
-~ laws originally designed to prosecute embezzlers and drug fraffickers to bring intemational terrorists to justice. it
: auow-s federal law enforcement to befter share information, track terrorists;, drsmpt their cells and seize their assats, -

‘Amenca continues to wage a relentiess campaign against terronsts who threaten our country In this war, America
is taking the offensive, denying terrorists refuge, identifying and seizing their finances, and holding terrorists and

their sponsors 1o account. We have captured almost two-thirds of the known Al-Qaida leaders, rnc!udmg the
- mastenmind of the September 11 attacks.

o Afghanistan, ance ruled by the brutal Talrban regime that sheltered Al-Qzida, has adopted anew
constitution and is following the path of democracy, including providing fundamental rights to women,

o - Libya has now pledged to disclose and dismantle all of its weapons of mass destruction programs,

o Inirag, Saddam Hussein has been overthrown and captured and the enemies of freedom are being
systematically routed from their holes and rounded up. lraqis are assuming greater responsibility for their
own security and future govemment, and America and more than 30 nations are helping the Iraqi people

“make the transition to full sovereignty by the end of June. Although it is hard work, we will stand by them
‘as they comp!ete the transition to demooracy :

The President recognizes that different threats require dlﬁerent strategies. Heis workmg with other nations to

ensure that North Korea and Iran abandon their nuclear ambmons and join the world communrty in preventing the
spread of dangerous weapons. :

America’s actions will result in the spread af democracy in the Mrddle East--an lmportant step that wil provrde an
alternative to terrar and violence, To further encourage the progress of democracy, Fresident Bush is calling for a

- doubling of support far the National Endowment for Democracy, and focusing its new work on the development of
free elections, free markets, free press, and free |abor unions in the Middle East. -
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- Keeping Amem:a on Track for a More Progperous Futur

“The last three years have revesled the fundamental strengths of America’ s economy Despite the unprecedented economic

shocks of recession, the September 1" attacks corporate scandals and war, America’s economy is on track for recovery
and sustained ]ob creatron

"> The tax relief proposed and signed into law by Presrdent Bush was the right actron at the right time for aur
economy, This tax rellef doubled the child tax credit; reduced the marriage penalty; phased out the death tax;
jowered taxes on capital gains, stock dividends, and small businesses to create incentives for ]0b creation; and

lowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes.

he resulf&sf this decisive action are clear. Economic growth in the 3 quarter of 2003 and new home constructron

GjaO the hrghest ® almost 20 years; homeownership levels are at historic highs; manufacturing activity is increasing;

’ inflatierand interest rates are low; and-a quarter miflion jobs were created in the last half of 2003. -

> President Bush called on Congress to enable these positive econamic trends to continue by makmg the tax rellef
- permanent - so families and busmesses ¢an plan and invest for the future

Hetpmg Americans Access High-Demand Jobs: America's economy is growtng but rt is also changrng. and itis more
~ important than ever that Ametricans have the education and training needed to succeed in the new millennium. The No
~ Child Left Behind Act is bringing important reforms to America's schools by insisting on standards and accountability for

" results. There are substantial resources avallable to lmplementthese reforms, and Presrdent Bush will fight any effortto
unde them ,

> Many older students and current workers will also need 1o strengthen their skills to compete for the jobs of
tomorrow, President Bush proposed a series of measures called Jobs for the 27% Century — designed to provide
- extra help to middle- and high school students who fall behind in reading and math, expand Advanced Placement
 programs in low-income schools, and invite math and sclence professronals from the pnvate sector to teach part-
~time in high schools, o
> The President’s Jobs for the 215 Century initiative will also provide larger Pell Grants for students who prepare for

college with demanding courses in high school. Itincreases support for America’s communrty cotleges to enable
» them ta train workers for the industries that are creattng the most new jobs. ‘

Sustamrng Economic Growth: To help sustarn America’s econamic recnvery. Presrdent Bush called on Cnngress ta pass
legislation o streamline federa! regulations, protect employers from junk lawsuits, ensure an affordable and reliable supply -

- of energy, and give younger workers an opportunity to set aside-a portion of their Social Security taxes in personal
retirement accounts. He also underscored his commitment to fiscal responsibility by announcing that his FY 2005 budget

_ will hold discretionary Spendlng growth to less than 4%, kesping Amanca on track to cut the deficit in hatf in ﬁve years

; Strengthenmg Health Carg far Millions of Americans. President Bush urged Congress ta extend the benefits of modem

medicine throughout our country and take action to help control the rising costs of medical care and give more Americans
access to health i insurance.

: Strengthenlng Medtcare' Just last month President Bush signed legtstatron to strengthen Medicare and add a.
prescription drug benefit, keeprng a commitment to seniors to help them afford the medicines they need. :
)‘- Starting this year, seniors can choose ta feceive a drug discount card that will save 10-25% off the retail price of
~* most prescription drugs — and millions of low-income seniors can get an additional 3600 to buy medicine.
>

. Begrnnrng next year, seniors will have new coversge for preventive screenings against drabetes and heart drsease
‘and seniors just entenng Medicare can receive wellness exams.

> In January of 2006, seniars can get prescription coverage under Medicare. For a monthly premlum of about $35
- most seniors wha do not have prescnptron drug coverage will see their drug bills cut roughly in half. Seniors will be

able o keep Medicare just as it is today, or choose the Medicare plan that fits them best srmrlar to the heaithcare
choices offered to Members of Congress.

%)- President Bush will veto any effort to take this prescnphon drug covarage away from seniors and lrmrt thelr chorces

L—“:) LJho IS ﬂrva\_ﬁ\v\é >
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Increasing Health Care Affordability and Coverage: Pmldént Bush is concerned about the rising cost of health care

and helping. Americans to afford health care coverage that best meets their needs. The President rejects the notion of a

govemnment-run health care system as some have proposed. He outlined a saries of steps for making health insurance
more affordable and accessible, including:

>

Y YV ¥

Enabling small businesses to band together and negotlate for tnwer insurance rates, covering more warkers with
health Insurance, through Association Health Plans.

Giving lower-income Americans a refundable tax credit so millions can buy their own basic health insurance
coverage.

Computerizing health records to reduce costs, improve care, and lower the rigk of medical mistakes.
Eliminating frivalous medical lawsuits that damage the doctor-patient relatJonshIp and keep good doctors from
taking new patients.

Allowing individuals to set aside money tax free in new Health Savings Accounts and to deduct 100% of the
premlums for catastrophic health insurance from their taxes.

Building a Better and More Compassionate America for All

' . > During this time of great change in our nation, the Président spoke to the importance of pressrving the timeless

values and vital mstltutlons that continue to make America strang—like fammes schuo\s and rellglous
congregatlons : :

The Presndent pmposed several new steps to help young Americans make responsmla chou:es

=3 Drug use in high school has declined by 11 percent over the past two years and 400 000 fewer young
people are using iliegal drugs than in 2001. The President’s FY 05 budget will nclude new funding to
continue our aggressive, community-based sirstegy to reduce demand for illegal drugs — as well as an
increase of $23 million for schools that want to use drug testing as a tool to save children's lives. ‘

o To ensure that role models do not send the wrong message about substance abuse to millions of American

- children, the President called on America's professional sports Ieagues and their unions to take decisive -
action to address the problem of illegal steroids.

o Atatime when 3 million American teenagers cantract sexually transmitted diseases each year, the
-President proposes a new grassroots health campaign to inform teens and parents of the risks — and a
doubhng of federal funding for abstinence educaﬂon programs

Defendmg the |nst|tut|on of Marriage: The Presuient also called fora pnnclpled stand to defend ihe institution of -

-marriage against activist judges who redefine marriage by court order — without I|sten|ng to the Voices of the elected

representatwes aof the people.

Faith- and Communlity-Based Groups: The President is fully commﬂted to empawenng more af America’s faith-
and community-based charities to address some of our toughest social problems and help those most in need. He
proposes fo cadify the executive order he sigried that ends federal discrimination against these groups. And he
announced a new plan to bring local and faith-based groups together with federal agencies ta halp recently -

~ released prisoners make a successful fransition back to society — reducing the chance that they will be arrested

again, This 4-year, $300 million initiative wnll provide transitional housing, basic job tralmng, and mentonng

President Bush descnbed the state of our Union as mnﬂdent and strong and urged all Americans to move forward and ’
camplete the mponant work ahead.

White House Office of Com'm’unlcationsv
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The State of the Union
January 20,2004
_In his State of the Union address, President Bush discussed the serious. challenges facing our Nation and the steps we .
~ must take to make America a more secure, more prosperous and more hopeful country. Over the last three years, America -
has come together to overcome great challenges, and the President expressed faith and confidence in the American people

‘and our nation’s future. Now the choice is clear - to move forward on the path to freedom and prosperrty or to turn back to
the old polrcres and divisions of the past. v v . :

Presrdent Bush lard out clear goals for the future, behind which all Amencans can unrte and urged the natron to move
fonrvard wrth the work that still needs to be done. :

. Makrng Amenca Safer with Decrsrve Actron fo Win the War on Terror

- America is safer today because of the decisive action and leadershrp of Presrdent Bush. President Bush will never forget
"~ the attacks of September 11, Although there has not been a successful attack on our homeland in 28 months, the '
President will not allow the nation to return to a sense of false security and complacency as long as-the terrorists sill-

threaten us.. He called for continued action at-home and abroad to defeat the terronsts and pursue a forward strategy of

‘ freedom to promote democracy throughout the Mrddle East

5 The Presrdent called on Congress o renew the Patrrot Act which provrdes law enforcement off crals with essentral
-~ tools needed to track down terrorists before they strike. The Patriot Act allows investigators and prosecutors to use
laws originally designed to prosecute embezzlers and drug traffickers to bring intemational terrorists to justice. It .
' aIIows federal law enforcement to better share information, track terrorists, drsrupt their cells, and serze therr assets. :

> 'Amerrca contrnues to wage a retenttess campaign agarnst terrorrsts who threaten our country In this war Amerrca
- s taking the offensive, denying terrorists refuge, identifying and seizing their finances, and holdrng terrorists and -
their sponsors to account. We have captured almost two-thirds of the known Al-Qaida Ieaders rncludrng the o
" mastermind of the September 11 attacks. - '

o Afghanrstan once ruled by the brutal Talrban regrme that sheltered Al-Qaida, has adopted anew "
* constitution and is following the path of democracy, including providing fundamental rights to women.
B _j”o Libya has now pledged to disclose and dismantle all of its weapons of mass destruction programs.
o Inlraq, Saddam Hussein has been overthrown and captured and the enemies of freedom are being -
‘ systematically routed from their holes and rounded up. Iragis are assuming greater responsibility for their .
“own security and future government, and America and more than 30 nations are helping the Iragi people
make the transition to full sovereignty by the end of June. Although- rt Is hard work, we will stand by them
as they complete the transrtron to democracy :

> “The Presrdent recognrzes that drfferent threats require different strategres He is workrng wrth other nations to
- - ensure that North Korea and Iran abandon their nuclear ambrtrons and join the world communrty in preventrng the
spread of dangerous weapons L ,

> ’Amerrca s actions will result in the spread of democracy in the Middle East ~ an important step that will provide an
- alternative to terror and violence. To further encourage the’ progress of democracy, President Bush is calling fora

~ doubling of support for the National Endowment for Democracy, and focusing its new work onthe development of -
R free electrons free markets, free press, and free labor unions in the: Mrddle East R




: Keeprng America on Track for a More Prosperous Future

| The last three years have revealed the fundamental strengths of Amenca s economy. Desplte the unprecedented economlc ‘ -

~shocks of recession, the September 11 attacks corporate scandals and war Amenca S economy is on track for recovery
~.and sustalned jOb creatlon : : ‘ R

> The tax relief proposed and 3|gned |nto law by Presndent Bush was the right actlon at the right | t|me forour.
““economy. This tax relief doubled the child tax credit; reduced the marriage penalty; phased out the death tax
- lowered taxes on capital gains, stock dividends, and small businesses to create incentives for ]Ob creatlon and
lowered taxes for every American who'pays income taxes. =

o> The results of this decisive action are clear. ' Economic growth in the 3r quarter of 2003 and new home constructlon S "

the highest in almost 20 years; homeownership levels are at historic highs; manufactunng activity i s, lncreasmg
inflation and interest rates are low; and a quarter million jobs were created in the last half of 2003. : -
> 4Presndent Bush called on Congress to enable these positive economic trends to conttnue by maklng the tax rellef
g ;permanent SO famllles and busmesses can plan and |nvest for the future :

. Helplng Amencans Access ngh Demand Jobs Amenca s economy is growmg butitis also changlng and itis more

“important than ever that Americans have the education and training needed to succeed in the new millennium. The No -
Child Left Behind Act is bringing important reforms to America’s schools by insisting on standards and accountability for
results. There are substantlal resources available to |mplement these reforms, and Presxdent Bush W|ll fi ght any- effort to-
undo them : ,

> Many older students and current workers will also need to strengthen their skills to compete for the 1obs of-
- tomorrow. -President Bush proposed a series of measures called Jobs for the 21t Century - designed to prov1de
extra help to middle- and high school students who fall behind in reading and math, expand Advanced: Placement

';_*programs in low-income schools, and mvnte math and s0|ence profes3|onals from the prlvate sector to teach part- ‘

~time in high schools. .
~» The President's Jobs for the 21st Century |n|t|at|ve will also prowde larger Pell Grants for students who prepare for )
college with demanding courses in high school. It increases support for Amenca S communlty colleges to enable

them to tra|n workers for the industries that are creating the most new jObS R v

Sustalnlng Economlc Growth: To help sustain Amenca S economic recovery, Pre3|dent Bush called on Congress topass. - -

legisiation to streamline federal regulations, protect employers from junk lawsuits, ensure an affordable and reliable supply
of energy, and give younger workers an opportunity to set aside a portion of their Social Security taxes in personal -
retirement accounts. He also underscored his commitment to fiscal responsibility by announcing that his FY 2005 budget
owill hold dlscretlonary spendlng growth to less than 4%, keeplng America on track to cut the deﬁcnt in half in fi ive years

Strengthenrng Health Care for Millions of Amerrcans PreS|dent Bush urged Congress to extend the benef ts. of modern .
- medicine throughout our country and take actlon to help control the rising costs of medlcal care and glve more Amencans .
access to health insurance. : : : ,

: Strengthenmg Medtcare Just last month, President Bush 5|gned Ieglslatlon to strengthen Medlcare and add a’
 prescription drug benefit, keeping a commitment to seniors to help them afford the medlcmes they need. - - -
" > Starting this year, seniors can choose to receive a drug discount card that will save 10-25% off the retail pnce of -
- - most prescnptlon drugs and millions of low-income seniors can get an additional $600 to buy medicine. -

> Beglnnmg next year, seniors will have new coverage for preventive screenings agamst dlabetes and heart dlsease R

- and seniors just entering Medicare can receive wellness exams.
> In January of 2008, seniors can get prescription coverage under Medlcare For a monthly premlum of about $35 .
~most seniors who do not have prescription drug coverage will see their drug bills cut roughly in half. Seniors will be
- able to keep Medicare just as it is today, or choose the Medlcare plan that fits them best - S|m|lar to the. health care o
¢choices offered to Members of Congress '

> PreSldent Bush will veto any effort to take thls prescnptton drug coverage away from senlors and Ilmlt thelr ch01ces o
PR . L



&

Increasing Health Care Affordability and Coyerage President Bush is concerned about the rising cost of héalth c’aret R
“and helping Americans to afford health care coverage that best meets their needs. The President rejects the notion of a

government-run health care system as some have proposed He outllned a series of steps for maklng health msurance f

>

>

>

>

" more affordable and accessible, including: -
>.

Enabling small businesses to band together and negotlate for lower rnsurance rates covenng more workers wrth

© . health insurance, through Association Health Plans.
S

Giving lower-lncome Americans a refundable tax credit so mllllons can buy thelr own basrc health | insurance .
coverage.

Computerizing health records to.reduce costs, lmprove care, and lower the risk of medical mlstakes e
Eliminating frivolous medical lawsuits that damage the doctor-patlent relationship and keep good doctors from
taking new patients. o
Allowing individuals to set aside money tax free in new Health Savrngs Accounts and to deduct 100% of the
premiums for catastrophic health insurance from their taxes. - :

Burldrng a Better and More Compassronate Amenca for All

Dunng this time of great change in our nation, the Presrdent spoke to the lmportance of preservmg the tlmeless

values and vital institutions that contlnue to make Amenca strong—llke famllles schools, and. rellglous :
congregatlons '

The Pre3|dent proposed several new steps to help young Amerlcans make responsrble chorces

- o Drugusein hlgh school has declined by 11 percent over the past two years, and 400,000 fewer young
people are using illegal drugs than in 2001. The President's FY 05 budget will include new funding to
- continue our aggressive, community-based strategy to reduce demand for illegal drugs —as well as an - -
- increase of $23 million for schools that want to use drug testing as a tool to save children’s lives. . :
o Toensure that role models do not send the wrong message about substance abuse to millions of American
- children, the President called on America’s professional sports leagues and the|r unions to take decnsrve :
action to address the problem of illegal steroids.- _
o Atatime when 3 million American teenagers contract sexually transmltted diseases each year, the :
- President proposes a new grassroots health campaign to inform teens: and parents of the rlsks and a ", B
,doublmg of federal funding for abstinence educatlon programs ] : : ~

Defendmg the Instltutlon of Marriage: The PreS|dent also called fora. prmcrpled stand to defend the rnstltution of

“marriage against activist judges who redefi ne marnage by court order wrthout ||stening to the vorces of the elected -

representatlves of the people.

Faith- and Community-Based Groups: The President is fully committed to _empoWeringrnore of America's faith-

and community-based charities to address some of our toughest social problems and help those most in need. He - |
proposes to codify the executive order he signed that ends federal discrimination against these groups. And he
announced a new plan to bring local and faith-based groups together with federal agencies to help recently

- _released prisoners make a successful transition back to society - reducing the chance that they will be arrested .
again. This 4-year $300 million initiative will provide transitional housing, basic job training, and mentoring. i

Presrdent Bush described the state of our Union as conﬁdent and strong and urged all Amerrcans to move fonlvard and R
complete the lmportant work ahead. . A ,

White House Office of Communications




 The State of the Union, \ B'W'w =
January 20 2004 o _ . M

In'his State of the Union address Pre3|dent Bush dtscussed the senous chaIIenges facing our Nation and the steps we
must take to make America a more secure, more prosperous, and more hopeful country. The President recognized that
over the last three years, America has come together to overcome great challenges, and he underscored his faith and

confidence in the American people and our Nation’s future. Now the choice is clear — to move forward on the path to
freedom and prospenty, or to turn back. :

"Pre3|dent Bush laid out ambitious goals for the future behind which all Amerlcans can unlte and urged the Natlon to move
, forward with the work that still needs to be done this year. : :

1. Maklng Amenca Safer with Decisive Action to Win the. War on Terror
2. Keeping America on Track for a More Prosperous Future

3. - Strengthening Health Care for Millions of Americans _

4 Bundlng a Better and More Compassmnate America for Al

| Makrnq Amerrca Safer with Decisive Action to Win the War on Terror ) |

America is safer today because of the decisive action and leadershlp of Pre3|dent Bush Although there has notbeena -
successful attack on our homeland in 28 months, the President will not allow the nation to return to a sense of false security
and complacency.  He called for continued action-at home and abroad to defeat the terronsts and pursuit of a forward
strategy of freedom to promote democracy throughout the Mlddle East :

> America continues to wage a relentless campalgn agatnst terronsts who threaten our country Iri thls war, Amenca =
-is taking the offensive — denying terrorists refuge; identifying, blocking, and seizing their finances; and holding -
terronsts and their sponsors to account. We have-captured aImost two-th|rds of the known Al-Qaida Ieaders
mcludlng the mastermind of the September 11 attacks L :

’ o Afghanlstan once.ruled by the brutal Taltban reg|me that shettered AI Qalda has adopted anew’
. constitution-and is following the path of democracy, mcludlng providing fundamental rights to women.
o Libya has now pledged to disclose and dismantle allof its weapons of mass destruction programs.
o . In lrag, Saddam Hussein has been overthrown and captured, and the enemies of freedom are being
- systematically routed from their hiding places and rounded up. Iragis are assuming greater responslblhty
- for their own security and future government, and America and more than 30 nations are helping the Iragj v
people make the transition-to full sovereignty by the end of June. AIthough it is hard work we will stand by .
“them as they complete the transition to democracy Lo : :

> The PreS|dent called on Congress to renew the USA PATRIOT Act, wh|ch prowdes law enforcement officials with -
essential tools needed to track down terrorists. ' The USA PATRIOT Act allows investigators and prosecutors to use-
laws ori ally designed to prosecute embezzlers and drug traffickers to bring international terrorists to justice—
: enablm@eral law enforcement to better share |nformat|on track terronsts d|srupt their ceIIs and seize thelr '
assets.\~ .

> The President recognizes that different threats require different strategies. He is worklngwnh other nations to
- ensure that North Korea and Iran abandon the|r nuclear ambitions and join the world commumty in preventlng the _
spread of dangerous weapons. , . ‘

> America’s actions WI|| result in the spread of democracy in the Middle East ~ an important step that will provide an -
alternative to terror and violence. To further encourage the progress of democracy, President Bush is calling fora -
* doubling of support for the National Endowment for Democracy, and focusing its new work on the development of
free elections, free markets, free press, and free labor unions in the Mlddle East. - :




Keeping America on Track for a More Prosperous Future

The last three years have revealed the fundamental Strength's of A |ca s economy Desprte the unprecedented economrc"

shocks of recession, the September 11 attacks corporate scanda d war, America’s economy rs on.track for recovery
“and sustained job creation. '
> The tax rellef proposed and signed into Iaw by President ush was the rrght action at the nght time for our 7
g economy ‘This tax relief doubled the child tax credit; reduced the marriage penalty; phased out the death tax;
- lowered taxes on capital gains, stock dividends, and small businesses to create rncentrves for jOb creatron and
‘lowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes. '

> The results of this decisive action are clear. Economic growth in the3rd quarter of 2003 and new home constructron

~ were the highest in almost 20 years; homeownershrp levels are at histori¢ highs; manufacturing actrvrty s
- increasing; inflation and interest rates are low; and a quarter million jobs were created in the last half of 2003

- President Bush called on Congress to secure these positive economic trends for the future by maklng the tax relref ' i B

o ‘permanent 0 famrlres and busrnesses can plan and rnvest with confrdence

‘Helpmg Amerlcans Access ngh Demand Jobs:: Amenca s economy is. growrng but itis also changrng due to higher

-~ productivity and new technology. It is more important than- ever that Americans have the education and training needed to.

succeed. The No Child'Left Behind Act is bringing.important reforms to America’s schools by insisting on standards and -

accountability for results. There are substantial resources avarlable to |mplement these reforms and Presrdent Bush wrll

frght any effort to undo them. :
> Many older students and current workers will also need to strengthen therr skrlls to compete for the jObS of

tomorrow. President Bush proposed more than $500 million for a series of measures called Jobs for the 21t 5 L

Century designed to provide extra help to middle and high school students who fall behind in readrng and math

expand Advanced Placement programs in Iow-mcome schools, and rnvrte math and science professronals from the |

private sector to teach part-time in high schools Lyd

The President’s Jobs for the 21st Century |n|trat|veﬂ:reases support for Amerrca S communrty colleges to traln
- workers for the industries that are creating the most new jobs. The initiative will also provrde larger PeII Grants for

_ ‘Iow-mcome students who prepare for coIIege with demandlng courses in hlgh school S :

i Sustalnlng Economlc Growth: To help sustain Amenca s economic recovery, Presrdent Bush called on Congress to.
protect employers from junk lawsuits, ensure an affordable and reliable supply of energy, and give younger workers an -
opportunrty to sét aside a portion of thefPSocial Security taxes in personal retirement accounts. . He also called for
reduction in burdensome and needles@eral regulations-on employers. He-afsE=a3sksd He also underscored his
commitment to fiscal responsibility by afmouncing that his FY 2005 budget will hold dlscretronary spendlng growth to less
than 4%, keeping America on track to cut the deficit in half in five years And, he aked Congress to reform our immigration
laws to reflect Amerrca s values wh|Ie benefrtrng our economy ' \ :

8 Strenqthenlnq Health Care for Millions of Amerlcans Presrdent Bush urged Congress to extend the benefrts of modern -

medicine throughout our country and take action to help control the nsrng costs of medrcal care and give more Amencans
access to health insurance. : S : :

Strengthenmg Med|care Just last month, Presrdent Bush signed Iegrslatron to strengthen Medlcare and add a
prescription‘drug benefit, keeprng a commitment to seniors to help them afford the medicines they need. .
- > Starting this year, seniors can choose to receive a drug discount card that will save 10-25% off the rétail price of
‘ most prescription drugs — and millions of low-income seniors can get an additional $600 to buy medicine.

“ > Beginning next year, seniors will have new. coverage for preventrve screenings agarnst drabetes and heart drsease

X “and seniors just entering Medicare can receive wellness exams.
> In January of 2006, seniors can get prescription coverage under Medicare. For a modest monthly premrum most

- seniors who do not have prescription drug coverage could see their drug bills cut roughly in half. Seniors will be -
able to keep Medrcare just as it is today, or choose the Medrcare plan: that fits them best srmrlar to the healtn_gre |

~choices offered to Members of Congress. ,
> Presrdent Bush will veto any effort to take this prescnptlon drug coverage away from senrors or Irmrt their chorces




lncreasrng Health Care Affordabrlrty and Coverage Presndent Bush is concerned about the rising cost of health care
" and helping Amerlcans to afford health care coverage that best meets their needs. The President rejects the notlon ofa
government-run healttgare system as some have proposed He outllned a senes of steps for maklng health msurance e B

more aﬁordable and accessible, including:
' Enabllng small businesses to band together and negotlate for lower msurance rates covenng more workers w1th
health insurance, through Association Health Plans. ~
Giving lower-mcome Amencans a refundable tax credit so m|lI|ons can buy their own ba3|c health lnsurance
coverage. - ' : RO
" Computenzmg health records to reduce costs |mprove care, and lower the risk of medlcal mlstakes oo 4
- Eliminating frlvolous medlcal lawsuits that damage the doctor-patlent relatlonshlp and keep good doctors from domg

- their good work.
" Allowing |ndIV|duaIs who set aside money tax free i in new Health Savmgs Accounts to deduct from thelr taxes 100%

= 7of the cost of their health insurance premiums. .

Burldrnq a Better and More Compassronate Amerrca for AII

> Dunng thls time of great change in our natlon the PreS|dent spoke to the |mportance of preservmg the tlmeless
-~ values and vital |nst|tut|ons that continue to make Amenca strong—llke famllles schools, and rellglous

“:‘:’,_congregatlons o _ | o _ e k- M

> The PreS|dent proposed several new steps to help young Aynﬁt e respon3|ble ch0|ces
t

- o Drug use in hlgh school has decllned by 11 percent-over the past two years, and 400 000 fewer young
- people are using illegal drugs than in 2001. T President’s FY 05 budget will |nclude new: funding to -
- continue our aggressive, communlty -based. rategy to reduce demand for illegal drugs — as well asan
~ - increase-of $23 million for schools that wayft to use drug testing as a tool to save children’s lives. ‘
o To ensure that role models do not send the wrong message about substance abuse to millions of Amerlcan
A chlldren the President called on Ameyica’s professional sports leagues and their unlons to take demswe
. -action to address the problem ofjllegal steroids and other illegal substances.> . :
" At a time when 3 million American teénagers contract sexually transmitted diseases each year,the .
f“Premden@ses a new grassroots health campalgn to inform teens and parents of the risks —and a
f ‘ : .

. doubling of federal fundlng for abstlnence education programs o
- Defendrng the Sanctrty of Marrlage The President emphaS|zed his belief that marrlage is between amananda:
~woman, and he called for a defense of the sanctity of marriage against activist judges who are-attempting to -
~ redefine marriage by court order without listening to the voices of the people or their elected representatlves He
- will stand behlnd the Defense of Marnage Act-and called for a CIVI| dlalogue on th|s |mportant issu

> Faith- and Communrty Based Groups: The PreS|dent is fully commltted to empowenng more of Amerlca s faith-
- and communlty -based charities to address some of our togghest social problems and help those mostin-need. He-
L proposes to codify the executive order he 3lgned that ends féderal discrimination against these groups. And he
~announced a new plan.to bring local and faith-based group together w1t geral agencies to help: recently ,
. released prisoners make a successful transition back to society — reducm He chance that they will be arrested
agaln ThIS 4~ year $300 million |n|t|at|ve will prowde transmonal housmg basic jOb tra|n|ng, and mentonng

Pres:dent Bush descnbed the state of our Unlon as confldent and strong and urged all Amencans to move forward and
complete the |mportant work ahead. : v

White House Office of Communications
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