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f{Januaryzl 2004 -

A_ To:  Staff Secretary s Office / ORM
j Fr _ Blake Gottesman ,' A D e
The Pres1dent S copy of his 2004 State of the Unlon Address '

- B Please ﬁnd enclosed the actual copy of the 2004 State of the Un1on Address used

| ';by the Pres1dent durlng a Jomt sess1on of Congress on January 20 2004

| :' Thank you



State of the-Union Address o I THEPRESIDENT HAS SEEN »\“a o |
- Tuesday, January 20, 2004 | _ i/QO/OLQ’ »

© Draft #30
Mr. Speaker, Vice President Cheney, s
Members of Congress, distinguished -

guests, and fellow citizens:

- America this evening is aa‘tion'd |

to great responsibilities.f And we are rising

- to meet them.

4
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As we gather tonight, un'dres of

thousands of American servicemen and

‘women are deployed across the world in

the war on terror By bringing hope to the

oppressed, and delivering justice to the

lent, they are making America more

secure.
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ach day, law enforcement personnel

\
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4
Americans are proving once again to be

the rdest working people N theworld “

A\

/ The American economy is growing

“stronger. The tax relief you passed is

. working.

BN
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| Tonight, Members of Congress can take

prlde n great WOI"kS of Compassuon and

reform that skeptlcs had ht

impossibi. You are raising the standards

of our public schools; and you are giving

our senior citizens prescription drug

coverage under Medicare.
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- We have faced serious challenges

tOget r—and NOW a Choicex We

i .

can go forward with confidence and resolve

outlaw regimes are no threat to us.

6
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and reforms in education and Medicare - or
~ we can turn back to the old policies and old

divisions.
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through trag

edy, and trial, and war —only to

and
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 Our greatest responsibility is tctive

11", 2001 — over two years without an

~ attack on American soil — and it is tempting

and fas.
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The has COnﬁinued |

Casablan

Jerusalem, Istanbul, and Bag

terrorists continue to plot against America
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war begn ... we must'tin to |

seize their assets.
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Key provisions of the Patriot

expire next | ear. The terrorist threat will
| not eXpire Schedule Our law
enforcement needs this I‘ legislation to

pteot our Citizens - . ren the

atriot At.
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America is on the offensive against the

terrorists who War. Last March,
Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, a mastermind of

September 11", awoke to find himself in the

custody of U.S. and Pakistani ities.

Last August 11" brought the '! of the
terrorist Hambali, who was a key player in

people.
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We are tracking al-Qaida

- and nearly two-thirds of th' known

, leaers have ow been captured

Thousand
military personnel are on a manhunt, going

after the remaining who hide in cities

and caves — and. one by one. we will bring

the terrorists to justice.
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* As part of the offensive against terror,

ists, and could
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The see our dtion_ere_ !

the , who made the

primary training base | idé As

of this month, that country has a new

‘constitution, guaranteeing free elections

and full particip ation by women.

centers are being established, and the boys

and girls of Afghanistan are back |
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‘With help erm the new Afghan Army our

Oalition IS Ieadin a resswe raids agant

survavmg members of the Taluban and aI-—

,,,,,

, aida The en and omeof

itan/are ildin a nation that is -

_ and proud, and ghting t

America is honored to be their friend.
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Since we last met in this chamber,

’mbat forcs of the ited Sts, re |

Polan, and Other -

untri_ enforced the mands of the

Natio, ended the rule of Séddam

\Hussein — and the p;e_ople of Iraqg are free.
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Having bhe o we face

a remnant of violent Saddam supporters. -

Men who ran away from our troops in battle
are now diséd and attack from the -

shadows.
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These killers, joined by foreign terrorists,

fficials of the former regime, we_

have captured or killed 45.
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| of free;do will do all in owert

spread violence and fear.
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They are trying to shake the will of our

/ States of America will never be intimidated

thugs and assassins

killers will fail

and the lIraqgi people will live in freedom.



- 26
| Month b nth, assuming
more ,responility for their own security |

andheir own re And to

honored to welcome one of Irag’s most

| respeéted Iés:ars:vt‘he current President of

the Iraqi Governin “"

- ‘Pachachi Sir, America stands with |
and the Iraqi people as you build a free and

‘peaceful nation.
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Bec:ause of American Ieip and

regime’s weapons of mass destr
programs, including a uranium enrichment

project for nuclear weapons.
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Britain succeeded with Libya, while o

i 2 o

ears of diplomacy WEth lraq did not.

28
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29 ,
Different threats require different

we are i' NorthKorea elimina'te

its nuclea rlca and the

mty are dem dlng that

: Alran meet its commltments amd o

' nuclear Weapons America is committed to

keeping the world’s most dangerous

‘weapons out of the hands of the world's ;

most danqerous regimes.
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~ When | came to this mtrum on
‘September 201" 2001, | brought the police
shield of a fallen Ofﬁécer, my reminder of

lives that endd, and a task that d@@ not

gave to you and to all Americans my
our

try }aﬂddeeing our enemies.

coun
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‘And is pledge, given by one, has been

ou in the Congress have

pvidedhe rso’rurc for our defense, and

* st the difficult votes of w
Our closest allies have been unwaverin

America’s intelligence personnel and

diplomats have been skilled and tireless.
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~ We have seen the joy when they return,

and felt the sorrow when one is lost.
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| have had the honor of mesting our

servucemen and women at many posts

from the ck, of a carrier in the Pacific, to a

mess hall in Baghdad.f Many of our troops

are Itenin'toni And ! W} nt

your families to know: America is proud of

youj And my Administraticn; énd this

Congress, will give you the resources you

need to fight and win the war on terrcr.‘
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~ America is really in a war at all.{

terrorism more as a crime — a probl

wasfirsttacd in 1-'3, ¢

| 34 |
| know that some people question if

They view

tO be

solved mainly with law enforcement and

\

- ind\i\ctmts After the Wld' Trade nter

sent to prison.

34
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carnage of September 117, it is not enough

&
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Some in this chamber, and in our

i ‘ &

country, did not support the liberation of

S ) =

2




Had we failed to al"t, the at(‘jr

S ap‘ﬂons
of mass destruction programs would
continue to this day/ Had we failed to act,

Iraq would

uncil resolutio

have been revealed as emy‘ threats,

g the United Nations and

,ethur’agin defiance by dictators around

the orld

Iraq’s torture chambers would

still be filled with victims — terrified and

innocent

37/ 3%
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The Killing fields — where

of thousands of men, women, a{nd children

 vanished into the sands — would still be -

known only to the killers.{ For all who love

freedom and peace, the world without

| Saddam Hussein’s regime is a better and

safer place.
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Some critics have said our duties in Irag
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As we debate at home, we must never

ignore the vital contributions of our

international partners, or dismiss their

sacrifices. | From the beginning, America
has sought international support for |
* operations in Afghanistan and Irag, and we

have gained much support.
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42 | |
‘There is a difenc:e, hwver, been‘

leading a coalition of many nations, and

- submitting to the Oectionsf

America will never seek a permission slip to

defend the security of our people.
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We also hear doubts tha dacy s

a realistic

g theg e East,

where freedcm is rare. Yet It Ig

and Csceing, to ase that

cultures and great religions are

incompate with liberty and

self—government
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| believe that planted in every

“heart the desi ~Iive In fre'om And

/ even when that desire is crushed by |

tyranny for decades, it will rise again.
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place of tyranny, despair, and anger, it will
continue to produce men and movements

that thn the safety of Arica and our

friends.
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Jrsuing a forward strategy

So America

of frd ;in the gater Middle s’t. We

will challenge the enemies of reform,

confront the allies of terror, and-pect a

- higher standard from oriends.
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To cut through the barriers of hateful

and soon, a new television service will

begin providing reliable news and

information across the region.
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| will send you a proposal to double the

budget of the National Endowment for

‘emocray, and to focus its new Qrk on

the development of free elections, free

markets, free press, and free labor unions

B

in the Middle East.
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And above all, we will finish the historic

work of democracy in quhaniStan and lraq,

so those nations can light the way fc:);r

others, and help transform a troubled part

of the world.

49
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50 .
America is a Nation with a mission —

and that mission comes from our most

basic beliefs. {We have no desire to

dominate, no ambitions of empire. { Our aim
‘is a democratic peace — a peace founded

fe man

upon the dig'y and rights
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~America acts in this cause with friends and

our

special calling: This great republic will lead

| the cause of freedom.
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In these last three years, adversity has

also revealed tﬁe fundamental strengths of

“the American economy.fWe have

through recession, and terrorist

Coorate scandals, and the uertams of

| -a §And because you acted to stimulate

our economy with tax relief, this economy is

 strong, and growing stronger.

52
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You have doubled the 4
the marri'a — begun to
he death tax - reduced taxes on capita

small businesses — and you have lowered

taxes for every American who pays income

taxes.

53
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Americans took those dollars and put -

them to work, driving this economy forward.

The pa’ of economic growth in the third

quarter of 2003 was the fastest in nearly 20

o4
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New hme construction: the ihet N

almost 20 years Home ownership rates:

the highest eve Mnufacturing activity is

Interest rates

increasing { Inflation is low

are lo. Exports are growingg Productivity

is high. JAnd jobs are on the rise.

55
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These numbers confirm that the

people are usinney far

you were right to return it.

56
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America’s growing economy is also a-

| Ch»angi'ng economy. As tlv‘ogy‘
transforms the way almost every job is

done, America becomes more productive,

and workers need new skills.
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58 B
rowth will be in

- Much of our job
high-skilled fields like and

So we muréspd'by |

biotechnology |

nelping more Americans gain the sk

find good jobs in our new ecnomy.'
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Al skills begin with the basics of reading

| and math, which are supposed to be

“learned in the early grades of our schoolsf

Yet for too long, for too many children,

those skills were never r?naster'ed; By
passing the No Child L
| -ave made the expectation of literacy the

law of our country.
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s.J We are reporting results to -

We are making progress toward excellence

for every child.
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But the always has

standards and accountability.
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matter of Common sense {We expect thlrd

| graders to readand do math at thlrd grade

Ievel and that |s not E

Testmg is the onlyway to ldenlfy and help | |

students Who are falhng behlnd
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| 63
This Nation will r - thedays

of Slmpiy shuflmg Chlldren along from

grade to grade wnthout them Iearnmg the

s | refuse to give up on any Chlld -

(" and the No Child Left Behind Act is opening

; tfhe door of opportunity to all of America’s |

| children.
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At the same time, we must ensure that

older students and can gain the skills
they need to find work now. Many of the
fastest-growing occupations require strong

math and science preparation, and training
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So tonight | propose a

called for the 21° Cehtuy.' This

- 65
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66 |
| propose larger Pell Grants for students

who prepare for college with demanding

courses in high school.
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1 propose increasing o_ursupport for

Amerlca S flne Commumty Colle Jes, SO they

can traln workers for the mdustrlesthat are

Creating the most new jobs. By aII these

- | actions, we will help more and more

| Americans to join in the growing prosperity

of our country.
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Cr, We must continue to pu an

LT SR

aggre*ssiv, pro-growth economic'agenda.

63

\ ‘
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ngress has some unfinished busing

on the issue of taxes | The tax reductions

- you passed are set to expire. {Unless you

act, the fai

up.{ Unless you act, millions of families will

be .Cr ed 300 dollars me'in

taxes for every child

| bi‘neses will pay higher taxes.

on marriage will go back

Unless you act, small

|
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~ Unless you act, the 'ntually

come ack Iif Unless you act,
Americans face a tax increase  What the
Congress has given, the Congress should

_not take away: For the sake of job qrowth,

the tax cuts you passed should be -

permanent.
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Our agenda for jobs and growth must

-~ help small buess owners and o ees

with relief from needless federal regulation,

| and protect them from junk and frivolous
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72 |
Consumers and businesses need reliable
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*Yeunger workers should have the

opportumty to buﬂda nest egg by savmg

"»partothelr Socnal Seourity taxes ina

~_personal retirement account We should

ake the SociaISecurity system a ;u rce |

of ownershlp for the Amerlcan people
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govémmenthi’s by acting as

In two

good stewards of taxpayer

weeks, | will send you a B
important domestic needs, while the

than four percent.
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wise with the people’s money.

: doing so,

#we can cut the deficit in half over the next

| five years.
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77
- Tonight | also ask you to_reform our

immigration laws, so they reflect our values

and benefit our economy.| | propose a new

temporary worker program to ,atCh willing

foreign WQrkerSWith willing empieyérs, -

when no Americans can be found to fill the

job.
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1 oppose amnesty, because it would

/ reward those who break our laws ]
My temporary worker program preserve

\the Citizenship path for tse who reSpe

the law, while bringing millions of

hdworki‘n 0

men and women out from the

shadows of American life.
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Our Nation’s health care system, 'I'ike |

our economy, is also in a time of Change,

: | tologies are
imp’ving and This datic |
 the of medical care and health

Insurance.
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Members of Congress ... we must work

tetr to help trol those costs and
~extend the benefi%‘of mdem medicine

‘ throughout our country.
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- Meeting o requires bipartisan

effort — and two months ago, you sw’ |

| By strengthening Medicare and
ading rescription druenfi,' you kept

a basic commitment to our seniors: You

| are giving them the modern medicine they

deserve.
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Odollas toﬁbuy medicine. eginnig

next year, seniors will have new covera &

for preventive ings against diabetes

and heart disease, and seniors just entering

Medicare can receive wellness exams.
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Under this reform, senEOrCitizens will be

able to keep therr Medroare justas rtls or

they can choose a Medicare

them best -'-just as you, as I\/Iefmbers of

Congress can Choose an rnsurance plan |

that meets your needs And startrngthrs

year, millions of Amerins will be able to

o

save mone tax-fr for their medical

expenses In a health savrn saooount
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I S|gned thls measure proudly nd an_y_

| attempt to I|m|t the ChOICeS of our semors

| -*O,r;to take away thelr Drescrlptlon,drug S

~ coverage under Medicare, will meetmy

- veto.
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On the care, our

goal is to ensure that A

| chse nd afforivateal
coverage that best s their individual

| ne.\Tomake inance re
affordable, Congrass must act o address.

rapidly th c ts,
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together and negotiate for lower insurance

“rates, so they can cover more workers with

inS'ura'nce — | urge you to pass

Association _alth Plans /| ask you to give

lower-income Americans a refundable tax

| ed' that would allow millions to buy their

own basic health insurance.

\
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By Compterizin helth records, we can

5aid dangerous medical mistakes, re

| costs, and improve care. [ To pr‘otect the

doCtorépatient relationship, and keep goOd

octor‘s’doing good work, we must eliminate

{.{ wasteful and frivolous medical lawsuits.
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“premiums from their taxes.

90
And tonight | propose that individuals who

buy.oatastrophic hea!th care coverage, as
part of our new health savings faccounts, be

allowed to deduct 100 percent of the

e

1
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helping more Americans afford coverage,

9

ez

S

/ we will preserve the system of private

medicine that makes America’s health care

x,
g

\ the best in the world. -
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We are living in a time of great change —

in our world, in our eCQnomy, and in

science and medicine.|

L
B
.
ki

Yet some things
endure — Courage and compassion, )
reverence and integrity, respect for

differences of faith and race] The values

we try to live by never change.
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| 93 | |

institutions, such as families, and schools,
~ and religious Congregations.l These

institutions — the unseen pillars of

civilization — must o

" America, and we will defénd them.

93 Presewatien Copy - George W. Bush Handwriting




| | 94 |
- We ,mUSt m Our fames tO -

them raise healthy, responsible childrenf
And when it comes to Iplng C.hildrenf

make right choices, there is work for all of

us to d.
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One of the worst decisions our children:

- futures on drugs. Our' government is

helping parents confront this problem, with

aggressive education, treatment, and law

enforcement.
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h Schol ha;s eCIin by 1‘.1

percent er the past two years.J Four

hUndpe'd thousand fewer young people are

uSihg illegal dru than in the year 2001.
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In my budget, | have posed nending

to continue our éggressive, community- |

gal

| bed S‘tragy to demand for ille

testing in our schools has

proven to be an effective part of this effortf

So tonight | propose an additional 23 million

dollars for schools that want t

> drug

testing as a tool to save children’s lives.f

JThe aim here is not to punish children, but

d them this messe: We love you.

\ and we don’t want to lose you.
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- To help children make right choices, -
they need good exampleé ~\AthletiCSipi;ay/
such role ih\our society, but, |

unfortunately, some in professional sports

are not setting much of an example.
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The use of.rformance enhancing drugs

all, and Other

sports is dangerous, and it seds the wrong

message — that there are ortcuts to

accomplishment, and that prman'ce IS

more |mp6rtant'than Character Soktonightl |

- call on team owners, union representatives,

coaches, and players to take the lead, to

send the right signal, to get tough, 'ahd to

get rid of steroids now.
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100 _
To right chies, we |

willing to confront ‘the;'der‘s young

—evenwhe}n'th are difficult

a gssroots Campign to ” iﬂfor |

families about thse medical risks. |
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All of us — parents, schools, government —

must work together to counter the negative

influence of the culture, and to send the

right meSsaqu to our children.
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enduring institutions of our civilization.

Congress has already takfen a §» |

e R

issue by passing the Defense of Marriage
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regard or the will of the pe()plegand’their B

elected representatives.f On an issue of

i e

sy e

such great consequence, the people’s voice

must be heard.
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on forcing their arbitrary will

~ upon the people, the only alterative left to

~ the people would be the Constitutional |

process. Our Nation must defend the

sanctity of marriage.

105
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| The utCOme of this debate is important

—and so is the way we conduct ij. The |

same moral tradition that defines marriage

also t

s that e;ah individual has

dignity and value in God’s sight.
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It is also important to strengthen our
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Yet vrment has often denied social

~ service grants and contracts to these

groups, just because they have a cross or

Star of David or crescent on the wall] B

Executive Order, | have opened billions of
dollars in grant money to competition that

includes faith-based charities{ Tonight | ask

?5 you to codify this into !aw, so people of faith

can know that the law will never

discriminate aqainSt them again.
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In the past, we have Wored tther to

bring mentors to the children of prisoners ...

and povide-tmt fOk the addicted ...

and help for the homeless. j Tonight | ask

you to consider another group of Americans

in need of help.
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This year, some 600,000 inmates will be

1 ’i O Preservation Copy - George W. Bush Handwmihg



111

So tonight | propose a four-year, 300 million:

ur-

IIr Prisoner Re-Entry Initiatie to ean

job training and pcement service to

second chance — and
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For all Americans, the last three years

57

| have brought tests we did not ask for, and

y our

nts s

s

T

of Nation

P
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In victo, we have shown the noble aims
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i he been a Wiess to the Carar

of the Am eole, who have shown

calm in times of danger, compassion for

- one another, and toughness for the

J/All of us have been partnersina

great enterprise.f And even some of the

~ youngest understand that we living in

R itoric times.
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Last month a girl in Lincoln, Rhode Island

'sent me a letter.| It began, “Dear George

Bush.” “If there is anything you know, |

g

Ashley Pearson age 10 can do to help-

| anoe, plese se me aletter andtl me
what 1 an do f save our oountry. | she
“added this P.S,: “If you can nd a Iet‘t to |

~ the troops ... please put, ‘Ashley Pearson

believes in you.”
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| Ashley, your message to our

troops has just been conveyedf And yes,

yOu have some duties ourslf. |

“in school, Iistn to your mom and dad, o

~someone in need, and when you and your

riehs se’ a man or woman in nifor, say

. -And while you dyour pa‘, all‘

of us here in this great chamber will do our

ou and the rest 'f eri |

safe and free. -
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My fellow citizens, we now move

g

our world is unmistkable —and it is not

carried forward by our power alone.
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 guides the unfolding of the years/ And in all
that is to come, we can know that His

purposes are just and true.

May God bless the United States of

Americ'a. Thank you. |
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