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‘Mes&sage ~ Page 1 of 1

Torgerson, Karin B.

From: Gottshall, Donna B.

‘Sent:  Thursday, January 15, 2004 12:47 PM
To:  Torgerson, Karin B. ‘ :
Subject: Please review ,

Karin, | ask the graphncs dept. to give me a step by step of how the text for the State Of The Unlon is handled S0

that all parties involved are aware of what is expected in the flow of events. They are Jlooking to me for direction
-on thefill in the blanks as far.as sign off. “This would be Brett would it not? Please review this with those lnvolved
‘in'your offices and let me know if there is indeed anything missing that I should be aware of in the approval
process. With Friday being a Holiday (for most people) | know we will-all hit the road running Tuesday Thanks
for any input. Do you know what role Commumcatlons has in this process?? Thanks Donna

Tuesday

Final text of speech e- malled to L|sa Mahan in; Word format no Iater than 12 noon. Tuesday (In order to get book ‘
printed and assembled)

Graphics will format the speech into booklet pages and e- -mail a PDF proof to . (ThlS should tak_e no more
than 45 minutes) , o ‘ :
. Proof reviewed and OK'd by . (We will need the OK very quu‘cklv)

DAPS produces booklets and Leg. Affairs takes them to the Hill.

Wednesday
Final edited text of the as del:vered speech e-mailed to Llsa Mahan in Word format. We W|ll format lnto booklet

pages and e-mail a PDF proof. Once approved, we will initiate printing process with GPO.

\
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: Mr Speaker Vice Presrdent Cheney, Members of Congress ‘ | peleted: Stateofthe Union Address|
drstlngurshed guests, and fellow C|t|zens .

Amerrca this evening is a Natron called’ to great responsrbrlrtles And
we are rlsrng to meet them.

As we gather tonight, hundreds of thousands of Amerlcan servicemen .
and women are deployed across the world in the war on terror. By bringing
- hope to the ‘oppressed, and dellverlng justice to the violent, they are
making Amerlca more secure. :

Each day, law enforcement personnel and intelligence offrcers are
tracking terrorist threats; analysts are examining airline passenger lists; the

- men and women of our new Homeland Security Department are patrollrng

our coasts and borders. And their vigilance is protecting Amerrca

Americans are proving once again to be the hardest workrng people
in the world. The American economy is growrng stronger The tax relief
you passed is working. :

Tonrght Members of Congress can take pride in great works of
compassion and reform that skeptics had thought impossible. You are
~ raising the standards of our public schools; and you are giving our senlor
citizens prescrrptlon drug coverage under- Medrcare

, We have faced serious challenges together — and now we face a
choice. We can go forward with confidence and resolve — or we can turn .

e - back to the dangerous illusion that terrorists are not plotting and outlaw

regimes are no threat to us. We can press on with economic growth, and
reforms in-education and Medicare — or we can turn back to the old poIrcres ’
and old d|V|srons -

We have not come all this way — through tragedy, and trral and war —
only to falter and leave our work unfinished. Americans are rising to the -~
tasks of history, and they expect the same-of us. In their efforts, their
enterprrse and their character, the American people are showing that the -
state of our@nron is confrdent and strong: :

- Our greatest responsrbrlrty is the active defense of the Amerlcan
: people Twenty -eight months have passed since September 11" 2001

.| Deleted: 131




~ over two years without an attack on"American soil — and it is tempting to
believe that the danger is behind us. That hope is understandable,

- comforting — and false. The killing has continued in Bali, Jakarta,
Casablanca, Riyadh, Mombassa, Jerusalem, Istanbul, and Baghdad. The
terrorists continue to plot against America and the civilized world. ‘And by
our WI|| and courage, thIS danger will be defeated.

Inside the United States, where the war began we must continue to

- give homeland security and law enforcement personnel every tool they
need to defend us. And one of those essential tools is the PATRIOT Act,

terronsts to dlsrupt thelr cells ‘and to seize their assets. For years we
have used similar provisions to catch embezzlers and drug traffickers. - If
these methods are good for hunting criminals, they are even more

important for hunting terrorists. Key provisions of the PATRIOT Act are set

to expire next year. The terrorist threat will not expire on that schedule.
- Our law enforcement needs this vital Ieglslatlon to protect our citizens - you
need to renew the PATRIOT Act. '

America is on the offensive against the terrorists who started this war.

‘Last March, Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, a mastermind of September 11",
awoke to find himself in the custody of U.S. and Pakistani authorities. Last
August 11™ brought the capture of the terrorist Hambali, who was a key
player in the attack in Indonesia that killed over 200 people. We are
tracking al-Qaida around the world — and nearly two-thirds of their known
leaders have now been captured or killed. Thousands of very skilled and

~-determined military personnel are on a manhunt, going after the remaining
killers who hide in cities and caves — and one by one, we will br|ng the -
terrorlsts to justice. :

As part of the offeneive against terror, we are also confrbnti‘ng the
regimes that harbor-and support terrorists, and could supply them with

nuclear, chemical, or biological weapons. The United States and our allies

are determined: We refuse to live in the shadow of this ultimate danger. ..

" The first to see our determination were the Taliban, who made .
Afghanistan the primary training base of al-Qaida killers. As of this month,
that country has a'new constitution, guaranteeing free elections and full -
participation by women. Businesses are opening, health care centers are

being established, and the boys and girls of Afghanistan are back in school.
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With help from the new Afghan Army, our coalition is leading aggressive -
raids against surviving members of the Taliban and al-Qaida.. The men and
women of Afghanistan are bu1|d|ng a nation that is free, and proud and
flghtrng terror — and America is honored to be their friend.

Srnce we last met in this chamber, combat forces of the United
States, Great Britain, Australia, Poland, and other countries enforced the -
demands of the United Nations, ended the rule of Saddam Hussein —and -
the people of Iraq are free. Havrng broken the Baathist regime, we face a

remnant of violent Saddam-supporters. Men who ran away from our troops 5

in battle are now dlspersed and attack from the shadows -

‘ - These killers, jomed'by foreign terrorlsts, are a serious, continuing'
danger. Yet we are making progress against them. The once all-powerful

ruler of Iraq was found'in a hole, and now sits in a prison cell. Of the top 55

officials of the former regime, we have captured or killed 45. Our forces are
on the offensive, leading over 1,600 patrols a day, and conducting an
average of 180 raids every week. We are dealing with these thugs in Iraq,
just as surely as we dealt with Saddam Husseln s evil regrme

: The work of building a new Iraq |s hard and it is right. And Amerlca
“has always been willing to do what it takes for what is right. Last January, .
Irag’s only law was the whim of one brutal man. Today our coalition is

- working with the Iraqi Governing Council to draft a basic law, with a bill of
rights. We are working with Iraqis and the United Nations to prepare fora

transition to full Iragi sovereignty by the end of June. As democracy takes
hold in Iraq, the enemies of freedom will do all in their power to spread

- violence and fear. They are trying to shake the will of our country and our -
friends — but the United States of America will never be intimidated by

‘thugs and assassins. The killers erI fail, and the lraqi people will livein

freedom '

Month by month, Iraqis’are assuming more responsibility for their own

security and their own future. And tonight we are honored to welcome one
-of Irag’s most respected leaders: the current President of the Iraqi

Governing Council, Adnan Pachachi. Sir, America stands’ W|th you and the'

Iraql people as you burld a free and peaceful nation.

Because of Amerrcan Ieadershrp and resolve the world is changlng
for the better Last month, the leader of Libya voluntarily pIedged to.

] l‘.‘
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-disclose angdismantle all of his regime’s weapons of mass destruction

programs, ding a uranium enrichment project for nuclear weapons.

- Colone dha correctlyjudged that his country would be better off, and
faf more'$&cure, without weapons of mass murder. Nine months of intense

negotiations involving the United States and Great Britain succeeded with

- Libya, while 12 years of diplomacy with Iraq did not.. And one reason is

clear: For diplomacy to be effective, words must be credible — and no one
can now doubt the word of America.

Different threats require different strategies. Along with nations in the
region, we are insisting that North Korea eliminate its nuclear program. _
America and the international community are demanding that [ran meet its

keeping the world’s most dangerous weapons out of the hands of the

world’s most dangerous regimes

When |.came to this rostrum on September 20™ 2001, | brought the .
police shield of a fallen officer, my reminder of lives that ended, and a task
that does not end. | gave to you and to all Americans my complete
commitment to securing our country and defeating our enemies. And this
pledge, given by one, has been kept by many. You in the Congress have
provided the resources for ourdefense, and cast the difficult votes of war
and peace. Our closest allies have been unwavering. America’s '
intelligence personnel and diplomats have been skilled and tireless.

And the men and women of the American military — they have taken
the hardest duty. We have seen their skill and courage in armored
charges, and midnight raids, and lonely hours on faithful watch. We have

seen the joy when they return, and felt the sorrow when one is lost. | have
. had the honor of meeting our servicemen and women at many posts, from

the deck of a carrier in the Pacific, to a mess hall in Baghdad. Many of our
troops are listening tonight. And | want you and your families to know:
America is proud of you. And my Administration, and this Congress, will
give you the resources you need to fight and win the war on terror.

| know that some people question if America is really in a war at all.
They view terrorism more as a crime — a problem to be solved mainly with

- law enforcement and indictments. After the World Trade Center was first

attacked in 1993, some of the guilty were indicted, tried, convicted, and
sent to prison. But the matter was not settled. The terrorists were still

chect

i ‘Deleted: ,

{ Deleted: 131




training and pIottrng in other nations, and drawing up more ambitious plans.
After the chaos and carnage of September 11", it is not enough to serve -

our enemies with legal papers. The terrorists and their supporters declared

war on the United States — and war is what they got.

Somezin this chamber, and in our country, did not support the -
liberation of lraq. Objections to war often come from principled motives. -
But let us be candid about the consequences of leaving Saddam Hussein
in power. We are seeking all the facts — already the Kay Report identified
dozens of weapons of mass destruction-related program activities and
significant amounts of equipment that Iraq concealed from the United

- Nations. Had we failed to act, the dictator's weapons of mass destruction -
programs would continue to this day. Had we failed to act, Security Council -

resolutions on Iraq would have been revealed as empty threats, weakening

- the United Nations and encouraging defiance by dictators around the world.

Irag’s torture chambers would still be filled with victims — terrified and
innocent: The killing fields of Iraq —where hundreds of thousands of men,
women, and children vanished into the sands — would still be known only to

the k|IIers For all who love freedom and peace, the world without Saddam ‘

Hussein's’ reglme is a better and safer place.

Some critics have said our duties in Iraq must be internationalized. |
This particular criticism-is hard to explain to our partners in Britain,
Australia, Japan, South Korea, the Philippines, Thailand, ltaly, Spain, -
Poland, Denmark, Hungary, Bulgaria, Ukraine, Romania, the Netherlands,
Norway, El Salvador, and the 17 other countries that have committed
troops to Irag. As we debate at home, we must never ignore the vital -

‘contributions of our international partners, or dismiss their sacrifices. From R

the beginning, America has sought international support for operations in
Afghanistan and Irag, and we have gained much support. There is a
- difference, however, between leading a coalition of many nations, and "
‘submitting to the objections of a few. America will never seek a permlssron
'sllp to defend the secunty of our people ’ .

We also hear doubts that democracy is a realistic goal for the greater

| Middle East, where freedom is rare._Yet it is mistaken, and condescending, =

to assume that whole cultures and great religions are rncompatrble with

liberty and self-government. | believe that God has planted in every heart

- the desire to live in freedom. And even when that desrre is crushed by
tyranny for decades it will rise again.

‘v.."
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As long as the Middle East remains a place of tyranny, despair, and
anger, it will continue to produce men and movements that threaten the
- safety of America and our friends. So America is pursuing a forward
strategy of freedom in the greater Middle East. We will challenge the
enemies of reform, confront the allies of terror, and expect a higher
standard from our friends. To cut through the barriers of hateful
propaganda, the Voice of America and other broadcast services are
expanding their programming-in Arabic and Persian — and soon, a new
television service will begin providing reliable news and lnformatron across
the region. | will send you a proposal to double the budget of the National
Endowment for Democracy and to focus its new work on the development
of free elections, free markets, free press, and free labor unions in the

Middle East. And above all, we will finish the historic work of democracy in =

'Afghanistan and Iraq, so those nations can light the way for others, and
help transform a troubled part of the worId

- America is a Nation with a mission — and that mission comes from our
~ most basic beliefs. We have no desire to dominate, no ambitions of

-empire. Our aim is a democratic peace —a peace founded upon the dignity
- and rights of every man and woman. America acts in this cause with
friends and allies at our side, yet we understand our speC|aI calling: ThIS
great republic will lead the cause of freedom

In these last three years, adversity has also revealed the fundamental
strengths of the American economy. We have come through recession,
and terrorist attack, and corporate scandals, and the uncertainties of war.

And because you acted to stimulate our economy with tax relief, this
economy is strong, and growing stronger. - v :

You have doubled the child tax credit from 500 to a thousand dollars, -

reduced the marriage penalty, begun to phase out the death tax, reduced »
taxes on capital gains and stock dividends, cut taxes on'small businesses,
and you. have lowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes.

Amerlcans took those doIIars and put them to work, drrvmg this-
- economy forward. The pace of economic growth in the third quarter of
- 2003 was the fastest in nearly 20 years. New home construction: the
highest in almost 20 years. Home ownership rates: the highest ever.
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Manufacturing activity is increasing. Inflation is low. Interest rates are low.
‘Exports.are growing. Productivity is high. And jobs are on the rise.

These numbers confirm that the American people are using their

money far better than government would have — and you were rlght to
return it.

‘ Amerlca s growing economy is also a changing economy. .As

~ technology transforms the way almost every job is done, America becomes
more productive, and workers need new skills. Much of our job growth will
be found in high-skilled fields like health care and biotechnology. So we

must respond by helping more Americans gain the skills to find good jobs in
our new economy. :

All skills begin with the basics of reading and math, Whlch are
‘supposed to be learned in the early grades of our schools. Yet for too long, o
- for too many children, those skills were never mastered. By passing the No’ .
Child Left Behind Act, you have made the expectation of literacy the law of -
our country. We are providing more funding for our schools — a 36 percent ~
increase since 2001.- We are requiring higher standards. We are regularly
testing every child on the fundamentals. We are reporting results to
parents, and making sure they have better options when schools are not
performing. We are making progress toward excellence for every child.

L

It

_ - But the status quo always has defenders. Some want to undermine b
the-No Child Left Behind Act by weakening standards and accountability. -
Yet the results we require are really a matter of common sense: We expect
third graders to read and do math at third grade level — and that is not :
asking too much. Testing is the onIy way to ldentlfy and help students who <
are falling behind.

£

This Nation will not go back to the days of simply shuffling children
~along from grade to grade without them learning the basics. Irefuseto - =
- give up on any child — and the No Child Left Behind Act is openlng the door
of opportunity to aII of Amenca ] chlldren ,

At the same time, we must ensure that older students and adults can™
gain the skills they need to find work now. Many of the fastest-growing
~ occupations require strong math and science preparation, and training -
. beyond the high school level. So tonlght | propose a series of measures =~ -
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- called Jobs for the 21 Century. - This program will provide extra help to

middle- and high school students who fall behind in reading and math,
expand Advanced Placement programs in low-income schools, and invite
math and science professionals from the private sector to teach part-time in =
our high schools. | propose larger Pell Grants for students who prepare for -
college with demanding courses in high school. | propose increasing our .

.- support for America’s fine community colleges, so they can train workers

for the industries that are creating the most new jobs. By all these actions,

- we will help more and more Amencans to joinin the growmg prosperlty of. -~

our country

Job tralnrng is important; and so is JOb creation. We must contmue to

' pursue an aggressive, pro growth economlc agenda

Congress has some unfmlshed busmess on the issue of taxes. The[‘

tax reductions you passed are set to expire Unless you act, the unfair tax

~on marriage will go back up. Unless you act, millions of families.will be B g
| charged 300 dollars more.in Eederal taxes for every child, Unless you act, = - Deleted:7

small businesses will pay higher taxes. Unless you act, the death tax will B

. eventually come back to life. Unless you act, Americans face a tax

increase. What the Congress has given, the Congress should not take -

e - away: For the sake of job growth the tax cuts you passed should be -

- permanent.

Our agenda forjobs and growth must help smaII busmess owners

: 'and employees with relief from needless Federal regulation, and protect - t Deleted: f

them from junk and frivolous lawsuits. Consumers and businesses need _
reliable supplies of energy to make our economy run —so | urge you to -

. pass legislation to modernize our electricity system' promote conservation,

~ and make America less dependent on foreign sources of energy. My . - -

- Administration is promoting free and fair trade, to open up new markets for

America’s entrepreneurs, and manufacturers, and farmers, and to create -}_‘ c
jobs for America’s workers. Younger workers should have the opportunity -~ _ '

to build a nest egg by saving part of their Social Security taxes ina =
personal retirement account. We should make the Somal Securlty system =

a source of ownershlp for the Amerlcan people -

" And we should limit the burdenof government on this economy by ..

| acting as good stewards of taxpayer dollars. In two weeks; | will send you -

a budget that funds the war, protects the homeland and meets lmportant ' {Deleted: 137 '
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domestic needs, while limiting the growth in discretionary spending to less -
than four percent. This will require that Congress focus on priorities, cut .
wasteful spending, and be wise with the people s'money. By domg so, we .
can cut the deficit in half over the next five years ‘

Tonight | also ask you to reform our immigration laws, so they reflect .
our values and benefit our economy. | propose a new temporary worker - _
program to match willing foreign workers with willing employers, whenno . -
Americans can be found to fill the job. This reform will be good forour -
economy — because employers will find needed workers in an honest and -~
orderly system. A'temporary worker program will help protect our
homeland — allowing border patrol and law enforcement to focus on true ‘
threats to our national security. | oppose amnesty, because it would .
encourage further illegal immigration, and unfairly reward those who break
our laws. My temporary worker program will preserve the citizenship path
for those who respect the law, while bringing millions of hardworking men <
and women out from the shadows of American life. -

~ Our Nation’s health care system, like our economy, is also in a time . -

~of change. Amazing medical technologies are improving and saving lives.

This dramatic progress has brought its own challenge, in the rising costs of = _
medical care and health insurance. Members of Congress, we must work
together to help control those costs and extend the benefits of modern

medrcrne throughout our country.

Meeting these goals requires bipartisan effort — and two months ago,
you showed the way.. By strengthening Medicare and adding a prescription -
drug benefit, you kept a basic commitment to our senrors You are giving
them the modern medicine they deserve.

| : Startlng this year, under the law you passe’d, seniors can choose to -
receive a drug discount card, saving them 10 to 25 percent off the retail.
price of most prescription drugs — and millions of low-income seniors can

" get an additional 600 dollars to buy medicine. Beginning next year, seniors

-

will have new coverage for preventive screenings against diabetes and .

" heart drsease and seniors just entering Medicare can recelve wellness .
~exams. v : :

In "J_anuary’ot 2006, seniors can get preSoription drug coverage under 5

-

Medicare. For a monthly premium of about 35 dollars, most seniors who' frcmnyrer
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do not have that coverage today can expect to see théir drug bills cut
roughly in half. Under this reform, senior citizens will be able to keep their

- Medicare just as it is, or they can choose a Medicare plan that fits them
best — just as you, as Members of Congress, can choose an insurance plan

~ that meets your needs. And starting this year, millions of Americans willbe .
able to save money tax-free for their medical expenses, in a health savmgs -
account. - : , co 4

I sighed this measure proudl‘y, and any attempt to limit the choices of -
our senjors, or to take away their prescription drug coverage under '
Medicare, will meet my veto.

‘ On the critical issue of health care, our goal is to ensure that .
Americans can choose and afford private health care coverage that best
fits their individual needs. To make insurance more affordable, Congress -
must act to address rapidly rising health care costs. Small businesses
should be able to band together and negotiate for lower insurance rates, so =
. they can cover more workers with health insurance — | urge you to pass
Association Health Plans. | ask you to give lower-income Americans a
refundable tax credit that would allow miilions to buy their-own: basic health
insurance. By computerizing health records, we can avoid dangerous
medical mistakes, reduce costs, and improve care. To protect the doctor- = _
patient relationship, and keep good doctors doing good work, we must
eliminate wasteful and frivolous medical lawsuits. And tonight | propose
that individuals who buy catastrophic health care coverage, as part of our
new health savings accounts, be allowed to deduct 100 percentofthe = --
premiums from their taxes. : '

=

-

A government-run health care system is the wrong prescription. By
keeping costs under control, expanding access, and helping more
Americans afford coverage, we will preserve the system of private medlcme "
that makes America’s health care the best in the world. '

- We are living in a time ofgreat change — in our world, in our
economy, and in science and medicine. Yet some things endure — ’ -
courage and compassion, reverence and integrity, respect for differences
of faith-and race. The values we try to live by never change. And they are -~
instilledin us by fundamental institutions, such as families, and schools, -~-
and religious congregations. These institutions — the unseen pillars of

civilization — must remain strong in America, and we will defend them. -
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‘We must stand with our families to help them raise healthy,
responsible children. And when it comes to helping children make right.
choices, there is work for all of us to do.

One of the worst decisions our children can make is to gamble thelr

~ lives and futures on drugs. Our government is helping parents confront this 4
-problem, with aggressive education, treatment, and law enforcement. Drug

use in high school has declined by 11 percent over the past two years.
Four hundred thousand fewer young people are using illegal drugs than in
the year 2001. In my budget, | have proposed new funding to continue our - -

- aggressive, community -based strategy to reduce demand for illegal drugs.

~ character for the rest of their lives. All of us — parents, schools,
“government — must work together to counter the negative influence of the
‘ culture and to send the rlght messages to our chlldren

Drug testing in our schools has proven to be an effective part of this effort.
So tonight | propose an additional 23 million dollars for schools that want to . -
use drug testing as a tool to 'save children’s lives. The aim hereis notto- -

'pumsh children, but to send them thIS message We love you and we o

don't want to Iose you.

To help children make rlght choices, they need good examples I o
Athletics play such an important role in our society, but, unfortunately,
some in professional sports are not setting much of an example. The use

-of performance=enhancing drugs like steroids in baseball, football, and ~...-"| Deleted:

other sports is dangerous, and it sends the wrong message - that there are . . -
shortcuts.to accomplishment, and that performance is. more important than - -
character. So tonight | call on team owners, union representatives,

coaches, and players to take the lead, to send the rlght S|gnal to get tough

. and to get rid of steroids now.

“To encourage right choices, 'We must be wiIling to confront the
dangers young people face — even when they are difficult to talk about.

- Each year, about three million teenagers contract sexually transmitted

diseases that can harm them, or kill them, or prevent them' from ever - -
becoming parents. In my budget | propose a grassroots campaign to help

inform families about these medical risks. We will double Federal funding .. . [ Deteted:1_
for abstinence programs, so schools can teach this fact of life: Abstinence - :

“for young people is the only certain way to avoid sexually transmitted - -

diseases. Decisions children make now can affect their health and -

<
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A strong America must also value the institution of marriage. 1 >
beheve we should respect individuals as we take a principled stand for one
of the most fundamental, enduring institutions of our civilization. Congress
has already taken a stand on this issue by passing the Defense of Marriage
~Act, signed in 1996 by President Clinton. That statute protects marriage
under’ Federal law as the union of a man and a woman, and declares that
one state may not redefine marriage for other states. Activist judges,
however, have begun redefining marriage by court order, without regard for
the will of the people and their elected representatives. On an issue of' _
such great consequence, the people’s voice must be heard. If judges insist -
on forcing their arbitrary will upon the people, the only alternative left to the ~
people would be the constitutional process. Our Nation must defend the

| Deleted: .

‘sanctlty ofmarrlage : S T

‘ The outcome of this debate is important - and so is the way we
conduct it. The same moral tradition that defines marriage also teaches - .
that each md|V|dua| has dignity and value in God's sight. .

‘ It is also |mportant to strengthen our communltles by unleashmg the
compassion of America’s religious institutions. . Religious charities of every .
creed are doing some of the most vital work in our country —mentoring
children, feeding the hungry, taking the hand of the lonely. Yet government

has often denied social service grants and contracts to these groups, just :*'

because they have a cross or Star of David or crescent on the wall.- By
- ‘Executive Order, | have opened billions of dollars in grant money to .
- competition that includes faith-based charities. Tonight | ask you to codify - -

this into law, so people of faith can know that the law will never dlscnmlnate e

agalnstthem again. . *. - e -

~Inthe past, we have worked"together to bring mentors to the children -
- of prisoners, and provide treatment for the addicted, and help for the

" homeless. Tonight | ask you to consider another group of Americans in

need of help. This year, some 600,000 inmates will be released from

prison back into society. We know from long experience that if they can't
find-work, or a home, or help, they are much more likely to commit more
‘crimes and return to prison. So tonight, | propose a four-year, 300 million
dollar Prisoner Re-Entry Initiative to expand job training and placement

- services, to provide transitional housing, and to help newly released )
-prisoners get mentoring, including from faith-based groups. America is the

.+ | Deleted: 131




‘ ’ ;land of the second chance“““and when the gates of the pnson open the |
= ;;path ahead should Iead to: a:better Irfe e e e T

your mom and dad help someone in need and when
see a man or Woman m unrform say “thank you‘

trust m that greater powerWho gurdes the unfoldlng oft years An‘d in aII

that rs to come ‘we can know that Hrs purposes are“Just; d true
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Torgerson, Karin B.

From: Michel, Christopher G.

Sent:  Tuesday, January 20, 2004 2:34 PM -
~ To: Torgerson, Karin B. g

Ce: 'Kropp, Emily L.

Subject: RE: Libya'leadér

- Gerson, NSC

It's been Spelled all kinds of different ways in various sources.

From: Torgerson, Karin B,

Sent: Tuesday, January 20, 2004 2: 33 PM
To: Michel, Christopher G.

Cc: Kropp, Emily L.

Subject: RE: Libya leader

Howv‘ar)d where did we get the Gadhafi?

From: Mlchel ChrlstopherG
Sent: Tuesday, January 20, 2004 2:32PM
“To: Torgerson, Karin .B. '
- Cc: Kropp, Emily L.
Subject: Libya leader - -

CIA and State use "Qadhafi" (State Dept.) .

1/20/2004
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Message

Tergerso‘n, Karin B.

) Pagze 1 of)l :

From: . Saunders, G. Timothy

Sent: = . Tuesday, January 20, 2004 4:09 PM

To: - Kavanaugh, Brett M.; Torgerson, Karin B.
Subject: . questions

~ Importance: High

1)On page 2, the speech mentions the "PATRIOT Act." Properly itis the USA PATRIOT ACT.

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE AND TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE This Act may be cited as the 'Uniting and Strengthening America by
Previding Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism (USA PATRI()T

cap it in the written text as, PATRIOT ACT."

ably don't want to change the text by inserting "USA" at thrs point, but how about |f we jUSt all

2) On page 6,

In these Iast three years, adversity has also revealed the fundamental strengths of the }‘

corporate scandals, and the uncertainties of war.

American economy. We have come through recession, and terrorist aﬂw

Most often we have seen these refered to as the terrorrst'atta’cks of September 11.. For:

. example, the President's proclamation lowering the flags of 9/13/2001, entitled "National Day
of Prayer and Remembrance for the Victims Of the Terrorist Attacks on September 11 2001"

3) We've fixed "Republlc "

ThIS great Republlc will lead the cause of freedom

TIM/CLERK

1/20/2004



Messagé L Pagel of 1.

V- '_Torgerson Karm B..

g "From Saunders G Tlmothy .
Sent : Frlday January 16, 2004522 PM S
To: Torgerson KarinB. o

: Sub]ect re State of the Umon

‘ In the Iasptwo years, the, President -haS"perso,naIIy signed the Messages. But Brett's crzé'll.’.

, ‘TIM/CLERK.-: =

1/16/2004



January 29, 2002

 MEMORANDUM FOR HARRIET MIERS

FROM: G.TIMOTHY SAUNDERS

Executive Clerk

._,‘SUBJECT: R - President’s State of the Union MeSsage: Transmittal of

- Copies to the Vice President and the Speaker

* As you know, traditionally the President carries official envelopes (provided by the -
Executive Clerk) containing the written text of addresses to joint sessions and hands - '
them to the Vice President (President of the Senate) and the Speaker of the House. -
- Each envelope normally contains an original message, with signature, and two copies, - -
and are not sealed. The purpose of these originals is to provide the Congress with
- official copies of the text of the message and from which the ofﬁc1al House Document‘

is printed.

Attached is the Message (in duphcate) for s1gnature If you w111 give to me
- following approval I will copy and return them to you in the official envelopes

_ OPTION: 1) The envelopes can be personally carried by the Pr_esident as he wal'ksg : f .
“down the center aisle of the House Chamber, and he then would hand them tothe '
President of the Senate (Vice President Cheney) and the Speaker before beginning his
‘Address; or, 2) they can be placed on the podium by his staff, in the moments ‘before -

the President appears, and when the President reaches the podium he can simply then '

hand them to the President of the Senate and the Speaker before begmmng h1s Address.t SR

| Whlle Presldent’s have and may use either optlon, in the February 2001 and
' September 2001 addresses to Joint Sessions of the Congress, staff placed the

envelopes on the Podium just prior to the Presxdent’s arrival in the House
Chamber ' S
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TO THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES: - Y

Mr. Speaker, VicevPrésident Cheﬁey; Members of’Congress,
v.distiﬁguished guests, fellow citiiené:

Evéry year, by laQ and by custom, we meet here to coﬁsider
the state of the ﬁnion. This year, we gather in this chamber
deeply aware of decisive days,that lie ahead.

You and I serve our cOuntry‘in a time‘qf great conséquence.
bDﬁriﬁg this session of Congress, we have the duty to reerm
domestic programs Vital to 6ur country . . . and we have the -
oPpoitunity tonéve millions of’lives abfoad from a terrible
disease. We will work for a prosperitj tha£ is broadlyy
shated . . . and we will answer every'dangér and every |
enemy.that threatens the American people. /

~In all these days of promise ahd“days of reckoning, we
can be confident. In a whirlwind of change, and hope, and
peril, ouf'faith is sure, our resolve is firm, aﬁd our~union
is strong. |

This country has many challéﬁges; ‘We will not deny, we
will not ignoré, we Will not pass élong'our prbblems to other
Congresses, other Presidents, and other generations}‘ We'wiil
conffont them with focus, &and clarity; and courage.
| Duriﬁg the last 2 years,/We have seen what>can be

accbmplighed when we work together. To lift the standards of
our public‘échools, we achieved historic education reform —%H (
“which must now be cérried out in e&ery school, and every
classroom, so.that every child in Americé can read, and learn,
" and succeed in 1ife. 'To protect our country;‘we'reOrganized
oUr}gévernment and créated the Deéartment of éomeland Security --
which is;méﬁﬁiizing against the threats of a new era. To bring
our economy out of‘recession, we delivered the largest tax relief
in a generation. To insist on integrity ih American buSiness,
- we passed tough reforms, and we are holding corporaté crimiﬁals
to aécount. | |

‘Some might éall this a good'rechd. I\call it'a good étart.

Tonight I ask the House and Senate to join me in the next bold

steps to serve our fellow citizens.
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our first goal is clear: We must have an economy that
grows fast enough to employ every man and woman who seeks a job.

After recession, terrorist attacks, corporate scandals} and
stock market declines, our economy is recovering -- yet it is
~not growing fast enough, or-strongly enough. With unemployment
rising, our Nation needs more small businesses to cpen, more‘
~companies to invest and expand, more employers to put up the
'sign that says, "Help Wanted." | |

| Jobs are created when the economy grows; the economy grons
when Americans have more money”to.spend‘and invest; and the best,
fairest way to make sure Americans have that money is not to tax
it‘away in the first place.
| I am proposing that all the income tax reductions set for
2004 and 2006 be made permanent and effective this year. And
»under‘my plan, as soon as I have signed the bill, this extra
money will start showing up‘in workers ' paychecks. Instead of
gradually reducing the marriage penalty, we should do it now.
- Instead of slowly raising the child credit to a thousand dollars;
we should send the checks to American families now.

This tax relief is for everyone who pays income ta#es --
and it will help our economy immediately. Ninety-two million
Americans willlkeep ~-- this year -- an average cf almost $1,1QO
“more of their own money. A family of four with an income of
$40,000 would see their federal income taxes fall.from $1,178
to $45 per year. Ana our plan will improve the bottom line
for more than'23 million small businesses.(

You, the Congress, have already passed all these reductions,
_ and prcmised them for future years. If this tax relief is good
fcr Americans three, or five, cr seven years from now, it‘is
‘even betterxfor Americans today.
| We alsc strengthen the economy by treating investors equally
in our tax laws. It is fair to tax a companY's profits. It is
knot fair to again tax the shareholder on the same prefits. "To

boost investor confidence, and to help the nearly 10 million
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senioré who receive dividend‘income, I ask-you to end the
~unfair double taxation of dividends.

Lower taxes and greater investment will help this economy
expand. More jobs mean more taxpayers -- and higher revenues
to our government. The best way‘to addresé the deficit and move
toward a balanced budget is to'encdurage economic growth -- and
to show some spending discipline in Washihgton, D.C. >We must
work together to fund only our mést important priorities. I
will send you a budget that increases discretionary spending
by 4 pérceﬁt next year -- about as much as the average family‘s
income is expected to grow. ‘And that ig a good benchmark for
ug:, Féderal spendihg should not rise any faster than the
paychecks of American families.

A growing economy,vand a focus on essentia1 prioritiés;
will also be crucial to ﬁhe futﬁre of SQcial Security. As we
continue to work together to keeﬁ Social Security saund and .

- reliable, we must offer younger wofkers a chance to invest in
retirement accounts that they Will,control and they will own.

Our second goal is high—quality,.affordable health care
for all Americans.

The American system of medicine is a model of skill and
innovation -- with a pace of discovefy that is adding good
years to our lives. Yet for mény people, medical care costs
too muéh -- and many have no coverage at all. These prdblems ‘
will not be solved with a nationalized health care system that
dictates coverage and rations care. Instead, we must work.
toward a system in which all Americans have a good insurance
policy . . . choose their own doctors . . . and seniors and
low-income Americans receive.thevhelprthey need. Instéad of
bureaucrats, and trial lawyers, and HMOs, we must put doctors,
and nurses, and patients back in charge bf American mediciﬁe.

Health care reform must begin with Medicare,‘becausé
Mediéare is the binding commitment of a caring society. we must

renew that commitment by giving seniors access to the preventive-
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'medicine and new drugs that are transforming health care

in America.

- Seniors happy with the current Medicare system should,be'
able ‘to keep their coverage just the way it is.‘ And‘just like
you, the members of Congress, memberevof your staffs, and cther
federal employees; all seniors shocld heye the choice of a
health care plan that provides prescription drugs. My budget

will commit an additional $400 billion over the néext decade

‘to reform and strengthen Medicare. Leaders of both political

partiee have talked for years about etrengthening‘Medicare -~
I urge the members of this new;Congress to act this year.

To improve ourvheelth care system, we<ﬁust‘addresskone of
the prime‘causes of higher ccete -- the constant chreat that
physicians and hospitals-wili be unfairly sued. BecauSe of -
excessive litigation,‘everYbody pays more for health‘cere ==
and many parts of America are losing fine dcctors."vNo one
has ever been healed by a frivolcusllawsuit -~ and I.urge
the Congress to pass medical iiability reform.

Our third goal is to promote energy independence for
our countrY)‘while éramaticaliy imprcving the environment.

I have sent you a comprehensive energy plan to promote
eneréy efficiency and.conservation, to develop cleanerftech—‘

nclcgy, and to produce more energy at home. I have sent you

_Clear Skies legislation that mandates a.7ovpercentkcut in air

pollution from power plants over the next 15 Years; I have

gsent you a Healthy Forests Initiative, to help prevent the

catastrophic fires that devastate communities, killiwildlife)

and burn away millions of acres of‘treaeuredvforest;

| I urge you to pess‘these measuree, for the good of both
our environmeﬁt and our economy. Even more, I ask‘you to
take a crucial step, and protect our environment in ways thetv

generations before us could not have imagined. 1In this century,

the greatest environmental progress will come about, not through
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endless lawsuits or command and controi regulations, buﬁ
throﬁgh technology and inhévatidn. Tdnight I am propoéing
S51.2 billion in research funding’so ﬁhat América'can lead"
the world'in‘developing clean, hydrogen-poWered autoﬁobiles.

A simple chemical'reaction between hydrogen and)oxygep
generates energy, which can be used to pqwer‘a car -- producing
only water, not exhaust fumesL With a‘néw national cammitment,
oﬁr scientists and engineers will everéome obstacles to taking
these cars from laborétory to ghow;oom -- so that the first car.

| | ‘ ‘driven by a child born today could be powered by hydrdgeh; and
| poliutidn—free. Join me in thié important innovation‘jf to
make our air significantly clganér, and Qur country Much iess
dependent.on fofeign sources of energy .

Our fourth goal is to apply the compassion of'Americé to
| the deepest problems of Americé; For so many in our‘céuntry 4f
i ~the hbmeless, the fatherless, ﬁhe addicted -- the need is greati
B Yet there is power -- wonder;working power —— inkthe goédneés,
and idealism, and faith of the'Amefican people.

Americans are doing.the work Sf’compassion'every‘day {-
visiting‘prisonérs, providing shelter to battered women,vbringing
companionship to‘lonely seniors. These good works.deServé our
préise,. . . they deserve our personél support'. . . and, whén” |
appfopriate, théy déservé‘the assistance of our governmeﬁt;'
I’urge you to pass both my faith-based initiative and the
Citizen Service Act -- to encourage acts of compassion that
can tfansform America, one heart and one écul_at a time!

Last year, I called on my fellow citizeﬁs to pérﬁiciéate
iﬁ USA Freeddm Corpé, which is enlisting tens df thousands of
new volunteers across America. VTohight I ask‘Congress and the
American pedple'to focus the spirit-ofyservice and the resources

.of government on the needs of some of ouf‘moét vulnerable
citizens»—— boys and girls trying to growluﬁ wifhoutiguidance

and»attentiony. . . and children who have to go.thfough;a

prison gate to be hugged by their mom or dad. I pxopbéé a“
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$4SO million 1n1t1at1ve to bring mentors to more than a mllllon
dlsadvantaged junior hlgh students and chlldren of prisoners
‘Government will support the training and recruiting of mentors,
yet it is the men and women of America who will fill the’need.
Onehmentor, one person, can change a life forever -- and I
urge you to be that one person.

Another cause of hopelessness is addiction to dfugs.
Addiction_crowdsuout friendship,‘ambdtion, moral Conviction;
and reduces all the richness of life te a single destructiye
desire. As a government, we afe fighting illegal drugs by'
cuttlng off supplles, and reducing demand through antl drug
education programs. Yet for those already addlcted ~the
-fight against drugs is a flght for their own llvesT

| Too many Americans in search of treatment cannet get
,itm So tonight I propose a new $600vmiliion proéraﬁ,to help
an additional 300,000 American5~reeeive treatment over the
next 3 yeafs. |

~,oﬁr Nation is blessed with recoverybprograms'that do
‘amazing work. One of them is found at the Healing Place Church
‘in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. A man in the programvsaid, "God does
‘miracles in people's lives, and youvnever think it ceuld be you."
-Tenight let us bring to all Americans who struggle with drug
addlctlon this message of hope: The mlracle of recovery is
'.p0551b1e, and'it could be you.

By caring for children who need mentors, and'fer addicted’
men and women who need treatment,.we are building abﬁore
‘welcoming society -- a culture that values every life. And
vin this work we mustinot overlook the weakest among'us I ask
you te protect infants at the very hour of'birth and end the‘
practiee of paftial—bifth ahortien And because no human llfe
should be started or ended as the object of an experlment I;ask

you to set a high standard forvhumanlty,and pass a law against

all human cloning.
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 The qualitieé of courage‘ahdvcompaSsionvthat we strive for
in America also‘determine‘oﬁr‘condUCt abroad. The Americén flagu
standé for more than our power and our interests. -Our Founders
deaicated this country to theléause 6f human dignity -- the -
fights of every person and the possibilities of every life.
This éonviction leads us into the wérld to help the afflicted,
and defend the peace, and confound the designs of evil~men.} ina
Afghanistan, we helpéd to liberate an’oppressed peoplé Co . ana
We will continue helping them secure their country, rebuild their
society, and educate‘all their children —; boys ana girls. In
Ehe Middle East, we will cohtiﬁue to seek‘peace between a sedure’
Israel ahd a democrétic Palestine. Across the earth, América‘is
‘féeding'the hungry; more than 60 percent of international food
aid'comes as a gift‘from the people df the United States.

As our Nation moves troops and builds aliiances to ﬁake
our,Wo?ld safer, we must also remember our calling, as a blessed
‘ééuntry, to make‘this world better. Tcday, on thevcontinent
of Affica, nearly 30 million people haQe the AIDS virus ;—‘
-fincluding three million children under the ége of 15. There
are Whole countries in Africa where more tﬁén one-third of the
adult pbpulation carries ﬁhe infection. More than four million
require immediate drug treatment. _Yet across that COhtinent,
only 50,000 AIDS victiﬁs -- only 50,000 ;— are receiving the
medicine‘they need. o | |

‘Because the AIDS diagnosis is considered a deaﬁh sentence,
many do not seek treatment. Almost all who do are turned away .
A doctor in rural South Africa describes his frustration. He
LSays; "We have no medicines . . . many hospitals tellb[people],
V'You've got AIDS; We can't heip yoﬁ. Go home and die.'"

In én age of miraculous medicines, no pefson should have
to hear thbsé words. AIDS céh be prevented. Anti—reﬁfoviral‘
drugs can extend life for many years. And thé cost of those
drugs has dropped from $12,000 a year to under $300ka year'—-“

which places a tremendous possibility within our grasp.



8

'Ladies and gentlemen, seldom has history offered'avgreater
opportupity to do so much for so many. We have oonfrohtedL ano
will oontinue to confront( HIV/AIDS in our own country.v~And to
meet a severe and urgent crisis abroad,ktonight I oropose the
 Emergency Plan fo: AIﬁS Relief -- a work of mercyﬁbeyond all
current international efforts to help‘therpeople of~Af£iCa.
iThis oomprehensive‘plan will prevent seveh millioh'new Aibs
'infections . . . treat at least two million people withvlife?
extendingvdrUgs . . . and provide’humane carevfor'millions of
people,suffering from AIDS,.and‘for'childrentorphaned by AIDS.
I>ask the Congress to commit $15'biiiion over the next 5’years,
1nclud1ng nearly $10 billion in new money, to turn the tide
agalnst AIDS in the most afflicted nations of Afrlca and the‘
Caribbean.

' This Nation can lead the world in sparing innocent people
from a plague of nature. And this Nation is leading the world -
in confrontihg and defeating the man-made evil’oftinternational
terrorism. |

There are days when the‘Ametican people do not hear news
-about'the War'on terror. There is never a day when I do not
learn of another threat, or receive reports of operations:
inrprogress, or giVe‘an order in this global war against a’
scattered network of killers.- The war goes on)-aﬁd;we are
wihning.

“To date we have arrested( or otherwise dealt with,'mahy ,
key commanders ofjal—Qaida. They include a man who‘directede“
logistics and funding for the Septemberullth attacks .}; .-the
chief'of al-Qaida operations in the Persian Gulf who planned the

bombings of our embassies in East Africa'and the USS Cole .

an al- -Qaida operations chief from Southeast Asia . . . a former -
director of al-Qaida's tralnlng camps in Afghanlstan‘. B a‘key
al—Qaida operative in Europe‘.".,. and a major al- Qalda leader in

~Yemen. All told, more than 3,000 suspected terrorlsts have been

arrested in many countries. And many others have met a»different =
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fate.’ They are no longér a problem fof‘the United States and
our friends and allies.

We are working closely with othér nations to prevent further
attacks. America and coalition countries have uncovered and
sﬁopped terrorist conspiracies targeting the American embassy
in Yemen . . . the American embassy in Singapore . .’. é Saudi
military base . . . and Ships in the straits of Hormuz, and the
straits of Gibraltar. We have broken al-Qaida cells in Hamburg,
and Miian, and Madrid, and London, and Pa&is -- aS'well as
'Buffalo, New York. . o

We have the terrorists on the run, and we are keeping them
on the run. One by one, the‘terrorists are learning thekmeaning
of American justice. |

As We‘fight this war, we will remember where it'began --
here,kin our own country. This government is taking

unprecedented measures to protect our people and defend our

- homeland. We have intensified security at the borders and ports

of entry . . . posted more than 50,000 newly trained federal
screeners in airports . . . begun inoculating troops and first
responders against smallpox . . . and are deploying the Nation's

first eariy warning network of sensors to detect biological
attéck. And this year,yfor the first time,’we are beginning
to fiéld a defense to protect this Nation against ballistic
missiles.

I thaﬁk the Congress for supporting these measﬁres. I ésk
you tonight to add to our future‘security with a major research
and production effort to guard our people against bio-terrorism,
called Project Bioshield. The budget I seﬁd you will propose
almost $6 billion to quickly make available effective vaccines
and treatmeﬁts against agents like anthrax, botulinum toxin,
Ebola, and plague. We mﬁst assume that our enemies would use

these diseases as weapons, and we must act before the dangers

are upon us.
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,Siﬁce‘éeptember 11th, our inteliigence»and law enforcement
ageﬁcies have»worked more éloseiy than ever to track and disfupt> 
, the-térrorists. ‘The FBI is dimproving its abiiity to analyze |
intelligence;>and~transformiﬁg itself to'meet new thféats.
And‘tbnighﬁ,‘l am instructing»the leaders of ﬁhe;FBI, Centféi
Intelligence; Homeland Security,*énd the_Departﬁent bf Defense
to develop a Terrbrist Threat/Integration'Center, to merge
and analeevall threat information in'a single lbcation.‘ Our
_gOVernment must have the very best’infcrmatioﬁ possiblé, and
we wiil use it-to méke sure the right people are’in‘the;right
pléces to pfotect our citizens. | |

our War against terror is é contest of will( in Wh%ch
‘perseverance is power. ‘In the ruins of two towers,iat‘the
western walllof the Péntagon, on é.field in PennsylVania, this
Nation madé a pledge, and_We reﬁew that pledgé tbnight: Whatever
the duratibn of this struggle;vaﬁd whatevérithe difficulties,‘

we will not permit the triumph of violence in‘the‘affairs,of

men -- freé'people will set the course of history.
Today, the gravest danger in the war on terror . . . the

gravest danger facing America and the world . . . is -outlaw
régimés“that seek'aﬁd posSess:nuclear)‘Chemical,’énd biological
weapons. Theée regimes could use such Weapons for blackmail, |
terroxr, and mass murder. They_cduld also give or sellkthose

' weapohs‘to their terrorist allies, who wOﬁld use them withéut
théileast hesitation.

_ This threat is ﬁeQ; America's duty is fémiliar. Throughoﬁt
the 20th déntury, small groups of men séizéd control - of great
‘nations_. . . built armies and<arsenals R ;:and set out to
dominaté the wéak and‘intimidate the,erld.‘ In eachbcase, their
: ambitions of éruelty and murder_had no limit. In each case, the
,ambitions-df Hitlerism, militariém[ and ¢ommunism weré defeated
by the will of free péop;es, by the strength of great allianCes;
“and by the might of the United States of America. Now, in this

century, the ideology of power and domination has appeared agaih,~



11
énd seeks to gain-the ultimate weapons éf terror. Once-again!
this Nation and our friends are'alivthat stand betweeh»a world
- at peace, and a world of chaos and constant aiarm. Once'again;
we are called to defend thevsafety of our people, and the,hopesv
of all mankind. And we accept this responsibility.

"vAmeriéa is making a broad and‘determined effort to confront
these dangers. We have called on the United Nations to fulfill i
its charter, and stand by‘its demaﬁd that Irag disarm. We are *
strOngly.supporting the International Atomic Energy Agency in its
miséion to track and control nuclear materials around‘ﬁhe_world.
We are working with other goVernmeﬁts“to secure nuclear materiéls’
in the former Soviet Union, and to strengthen global treaties
banniﬂg the production and shipment of missile techﬁdlogies and
‘weapons of maSS'destrucfion. |

In ail of these efforts, however, Ameriéa*s purpbsewis more
than;to follow a process -- it is £o achieve'a result: the end
of terrible threats to the civilized world. All free natioﬁs
have a stake in preventing‘sudden and catastrophic attack. We
are‘aéking them to join us, and many are doing so. Yet.the
:course of this Nation does not depend on the decisions of othérs;
Whatevér action is.required, whénever action is neceséary,vI
will defend the freedom and security of the American people.

“Different threats require different strategies. Iﬁ'Iran, we
(cohtihue_to see a goverﬁment that represses its people, pursues
: weapons of mass destruction, and supports terror. We also see
Ifanian citizens risking intimidation and death as they,spéak
out fdr liberfy, human rights, and democracy. 'Iranians;'like
all people, have a right to choose\their own government, and
determine their own destiny -- and the United States. supports
their aspirations to live in freedom.

- On the Korean peninéula, an 6ppressive regime rules a
people living in fear and starvation. bThroughout the 1990s,
the United States relied on a negotiaﬁea_framework to keep

North Korea from gaining nuclear weapons. We now know that
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‘the regime Was deceiving the world;-and develéping those>wéépoﬁs‘
all aiong. And today the North Korean regime is using its
nucleariprogram to incite fear and seék concessiéns;szmerica
and the world will not be blackmailed. America is working
witﬁ ﬁhe countries of the fegioﬁ -- South Kofea, Jépaﬁ; Chihé(
and Russié‘}é to find a peacerl sdlution, and té show the
Nbrth Korean government that‘nuclear‘weapons will bring’dnly
igsolation, economic stagnation, and continued hardship. -The
‘North Korean regime will find respeét in the world, and fevival
fof its peoplé,’only when it turns away from its nuclear‘
ambitions. oo

Our Nation and the world must learn the leésons‘of‘the
Kofean peninsula, and not allow an even gfeater thréat‘to rise
©up inblraq. A brutal dictator, with a ﬁistory of reckless 
aggreséion;; . . with tiés to terrorism . . . with great |
pbtential wealth ! . . will not bé‘pérmittéd to dominaté
>a vital region and threaten the United States..
| Twelve years ago, Saddam HuSéein faced‘the prospect
of being the last casualty in a war he had started and lost.
To spare himself, he agreed to disarm of all weépOns of mass
desﬁruttion. _Forrthe next 12 years, he systematically violated
fhatvagreement. He pursued chemical, biological, and hﬁbléar
weapons even while inspectors wérevin’his country. ‘Nching to
daté has_restrained him from‘ﬁis pursuit:of thesé”wéapons .
‘not economic sanctions,‘not isolation from the ciViiized wofld,_
not even cruise’missile’strikes on hié military facilities.
Almost 3 months ago,vthe United Nations Security Council
gave Saddam Hussein his final chance to disarm. He has_shbwﬁ-
ihstead"his utter contempt forﬁthe‘United Nations,‘and for_*'
the opinion of the world.

The 108 U.N. weapons inspectors were not sent to conduct'a‘
scavenger hunt for hidden materials‘across'a couﬁtfy the size of
California. The job of the inspectors is to verify,that Iraq'$ 

regime is disarming. It is up to Irag to show exactly where it
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vis hiding its banned Weapons < .vlay those weapons out for the
World to see . . . and deStroy them as directed. Nothing‘like
~_ this has happened. o | | |
| The United Nations concluded in 1999 that Saddam Hussein
’had blologlcal weapons materials. suff1c1ent to produce over
25,000 llters of anthrax -- enough doses to klll several mlllfon‘
hpeople He has ‘not accounted for that‘materlal.y He has glven
no- ev1dence that he has destroyed it. |

The United Nations concluded that Saddam Husseln had
materlals sufficient to produce more»than BS,OOO’llters of
.botulinum toxin -- enough to subject millions of‘people to
. death by respiratory failure. He has not accounted'for that
materlal« He has given no ev1dence that he has destroyed it.

Our intelligence off1c1als estimate that Saddam Hussein
had the materials to produce as much as 500 tons of‘sarin;
mUstard, and VX nerve agent. In such'quantities, these
chemical agents also could kill untold thousandsr He has
not accounted for these materials. He has'given no evidence
that he has destroyed them.

~U.s. intelligence indicates that Saddam Hussein had

upwards of 30,000 munitions capable,of delivering chemfcal‘
»agents,‘ Inspectors recently turned up 16 of them,bdespite
Iraqg's recent declaration denying their existence. ‘éaddam
/'Hussein.has‘not accounted for the remaining 29,984 of these
4prohibited munitions. He has given no evidence that he has
destroyed them. (

‘From three Iraqgi defectors we knOW-that Iraq,‘in the late
1990s, had several mobile biologiCal weapons labs.. These are
.designed to produce . germ warfare agents, and can, be moved from
‘place to placevto evade‘inspectors.v:SaddamvHu8sein has not
disclosed these facilities. He has given no evidence that

~he has destroyed them.
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The Ihternational AtomiC'EnergykAgency confirmed in
the 1990s that Saddam Hﬁsééih‘had an advanced huclearfweépons Q
;developmeﬂt program, had a design for a huclear weapon, andc
was working on five different methods of enriching uranium for
a bomb. The British governmeﬁt has learned that Saddam Hussein
recently sought significant quantities of uranium from Africa.
Our intelligence sources tell ué that he has aﬁtempted‘to
; purchase high strength aluminum tubes suitable for nuclear
weapons production. Saddam Hcssein has not credibly:explained
these acti&iﬁies. He clearly has much‘co hide.

The dictato; of Iraq is not disarming. To the ccntrary,'hé
ig deceiving. From intelligence sources, We know,vfor‘instahce,
that thcusands‘of Iragi securicy personnel are at workAhiding
documents and materials from the U.N;'inspectors ——ksanitiziﬁg
iﬁspection sites, and monitoring the inspecfors themselves.
,Iréqi-officials accompany the inspectors‘in order to intimidate'
Witnésées. Irag is blocking U-2 sufveillance flighté'requested
by the'United Nations. Iraqi intelligence officers ére ?osing
-as the sCientists inspectors are supposed to interview. Real
'scientiéts have been coached'by‘Iraqi officials on whéc tolséy;
And intelligencé‘sources indicate that Saddam Hussein hac ordered
that scientists who cooperaﬁe with U.N. inspectors_in/disarming
iraq will be killed, aiong with their families.

- ‘Year after year, Saddam Hussein has gone to elabcrate
'lengﬁhs, spent enormous sums, taken great risks, ﬁo;build\and,'
keep weaponc of mass destruction -; but why? The oﬁly pcssible
explanation, the only possible use he could have for those
weapons,>is to dominate, intimidate, or attack. With nucleat
armsvorva'full arsehal of chemical and biological weapoﬁs,‘
Saddam Hussein could resume hié ambitioﬁs of conquest iﬁ the
Middle East, and create deadly Havoc in the region.. And‘this
Congfcss and the American people must recognize another threéﬁ.
Evidence from intelligence sources, secret‘communicatiohs, éhd

_statements by people now in custody, reveal that Saddam Hﬁssein
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‘aids and protects terrorists,‘including members of al-Qaida.
SeCretly, and without fingerprints, he could provide*one of his
hidden weapons to terrorists, or help them develop their owrn.

Before September 11, 2001, many in the world'believed‘that
Saddam Hussein could be contained. But chemical agents and
iethairviruseseand shadowy terrorist networks are not easily
contained.“ Imagine those 19 hijackers with other weapons; and
other plans -- this time armed by Saddam Hussein. .It wonid take.
just one vial, one canister, one crate slipped into thlS country '
“to bring a day'of horror like none we have ever known. We will
do everything in our power to make sure that day never comes.

Some have said we must not act until the threat ié‘imminent.
Since when have terrorists and'tyrants announced their inten-
tlons, polltely putting us on notice before they str1ke° It
this threat is permitted to fully and suddenly emerge, all
actions, all words, and all reCriminations-would come too 1ate.
Trusting in the sanity and restraint of Saddam Huesein‘is'not'

a strategy, and it is not an option.

This dictator, who is assembling the world‘s.mOSt dangerous
weapons, has already used them on‘whole villages 4;,leaving
thousands of his own citizens dead, blind, or disfigured.
Iraqi_refugees»tell us how forced confessions are obtained: --
byvtortnring children,while their parents are'made to Watch;
International human rights groups“have catalogued other methods
ﬁsed in the torture chambers of Iraq: electric shock, burning:
' with-hot irons, dripping acid on the skin,'mutilation with
electric drills, cutting out tongues, and rape.

If this is not evil, then evil has no meaning | And tonight
I have a message for the brave and oppressed people of Iraq |
Your enemy is not surroundlng your country -- your enemy
is ruling your country. And the day he and his regime are

removed from poWer‘will be the day of your liberation.
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The world has waited 12 years for Irag to disarm America

' ‘w1ll not accept a serious and mounting threat to our country, |

our friends, and our allies. The United States»will ask:the

U.N. Security Council to convene on February 5th to consider
‘the facts of Iraqg's ongoing defiance of the world. Secretaryg.l

 of State Powell will present information and intelligence about

irag's illegal weapons programs; its attempts to hide those

'weapons from inspectors; and its links to terrorist groups We

will consult, but let there be no misunderstanding If Saddam -

’Hussein does not fully disarm, for the‘safety of our people, and

for the peace of the world, we will lead a coalition to disarm
him.

Tonight I also have a message for the men and WOmen who will

~ keep . the peace, members of the American Armed Forces Many of

you are assembling in and near the Middle East, and some cruc1al
hours may lie ahead. 1In those»hours, the success of our cause
will depend on you. Your training has prepared youl Your honor

will guide you. You believe in America, and America believes in

_ you.

Sending Americansrinto battle is the most profound decision
a president can make. The technologies of war have changed. The-
risks and suffering of war have not.v.For the hrave Americans_
who bear the risk, no yictory is’free‘from sorrow. This Nation
fights reluctantly, because we know the cost, and We‘dread‘the
days‘of-mourning that always come. |

We seek peace. We.strive for peace;.\And sometimes peace’
must be defended. A future lived at the mercy of‘terrible
threats is no peace at all. If war is forced upon us, We‘will’
fight in s just cause and by just:means:—— sparing, in’every‘
way we cah, the innocent. And if war is forced upon us, we.l
will fight with the full force and might of the United States.
military F- and we will prevail And as we and our.coalition‘
partners are doing in Afghanistan, we will bring to the Iraqi

people food, and medicines, and supplies and freedom.
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‘v Mahy challenges, abroad and at home, have arrived in
a 81ngle season. In 2’years, America has Qone from a sense
of invulnerability to an awareness of peril . .‘ from bitter
diViSion in small matters to calm unity in great causes. And

we go forward with-confidence, because»this call of history |

»has.COme to the right country.

Americans are a resolute people, who have risen to every
test ofwour time. AdverSity has revealed the character of
our couqtry, to the world, and to ourselves.

America is a strong Nation, aﬁd honorable in the use of

- our strength. We exercise power without conquest, and sacrifice

for the liberty of strangers.
| Americans are a free people, who know ‘that freedom is
thelright of every person and the future of every nation
The liberty_we prize is not America's gift to the world,
it is Goo's*gift to humanity.
We Americans have faith in ourselves -- but not in ourselves
alone. Weido not claim to know all the ways of Providence, yet.

1

we can trust in them, placing our confidence in the loving God

“behind all of life, and all of history.

May‘He guide us now, and may God continue to bless the
United States of America.

Thank you.

THE WHITE HOUSE

January 28, 2003.




" | know that some people question if America is really'in a war at all.

- They'view terrorism more as a crime —a problem to be solved mainly with
~ law enforcement and indictments. After the World Trade Center was first
attacked in 1993, some of the guilty were indicted, tried, convicted, and
sent to prison. But the matter was not settled. The terrorists were still

- training and plotting in other nations, and drawing up more ambitious plans.

-+ After the chaos and carnage of September 11", it is not enough to serve -
our enemies with legal papers. The terrorists and their supporters declared

. waron the Unlted States and war is what they got

Some in thls chamber, and in our country, did not support the .
liberation of Irag. Objections to war often come from principled motives. -
But let us be candid about the consequences of leaving Saddam Hussein

“in power,_... We are seeking all the facts, already the Kay Report identified = Deleted: . The diciators woapons of |-

R o mass destruction programs would
dozens of weapons of mass destruction-related program activities and- | continus to ths day.

-« significant amounts of equipment that Iraq concealed from the United = - - [Defetes: . B »

Nations._Had we failed to act, the dictator's weapons of mass destruction
programs would continue to this day. Had we failed to-act, Security Council -
resolutions on Iraq would have been revealed as empty threats, weakening. -
the United Nations and encouraging defiance by dictators around the world. -
Irag’s torture chambers would still be filled with victims — terrified and

innocent.- The killing fields of Iraq — where hundreds of thousands of men,
women, and children vanished into the sands — would still be known only to

the killers. For all who love freedom and peace, the world wrthout Saddam E
Hussein's regime is a better and safer place ’ '

Some critics have said our dutles in Iraq must be mternatlonahzed
‘This particular criticism is hard to explain to our partners in Britain,
- Australia, Japan, South Korea, the Philippines, Thailand, Italy, Spain,
Poland, Denmark, Hungary, Bulgaria, Ukraine, Romania, the Netherlands,
Norway, El Salvador, and the 17 other countries that have committed
troops to Irag.” As we debate at home, we must never ignore the vital

- contributions of our international partners, or dismiss.their sacrifices. ‘From -

~ . the beginning, America has sought international support for operations in -
- Afghanistan and Iraq, and we have gained much support. Thereisa -
- difference, however, between leading a coalition of many nations, and
~ -submitting to the objections of a few.  America will never seek a permlssmn
shp to defend the security of our people ,
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PrESIDENT GEORGE W. BusH
. STATE ofF THE UNION ADDRESS
JANUARY 20, 2004 . -

As prepared for delivery.

M. Speaker, _V1ce Presrdent Cheney, Members 0( Conoress, distinguished

0uests, and fellow. citizens:

America this evening is a Nation called to great respongsibilities. And we are -

rising to meet them. *
As we gather tonight, hundreds of thousands of American servicemen and

wornen are deployed across the world in the war on terror. By bringing hope to ~ -

the oppressed, and dehverrng )ustrce to the violent, they are makmg, s America more
secure. R :

Each day, law enforcement persohnel and intelliﬂence ofﬁcers are tracking
terrorist threats; analysts are exammmg airline passenger lists; the men and
women of our new Homeland Security Department are patrolling our coasts and

‘borders.: And their vigilance is protecting America. S
+ Americans are provmg once again to be the hardest working people in the
“world. The American economy is growing stronger. The-tax relief you passed is

working:
Tonight, Members of Congress can take prlde in great works of compassron
and reform that skeptrcs had thought impossible. You are raising the standards of

-~ our public schools; and you are grvmg our senior cmzens prescription drug.cov-

erage under Medicare.

" We have faced serious challenges together —and now we face a choice, vWe '

can go forward with confidence and resolve = or we can turn back to the danger-

ous illusion that terrorists are not plotting and outlaw regimes are no threat to us.

We can press on with economic growth, and reforms in education and Medlcare

“ = or we-can turn back to the old pohcres and old divisions.

We have not come all this way — through tragedy, and tr ial, and war = only
to falter and leave our work unfinished.- Americans are rising to the tasks.of his-

tory, and they expect the same of us. In their efforts, their enterprise, and their.
character, the American people are showing that the state of our Union is confi- -

dent and strong.
Our greatest responsibility is the active defense of the Amerrean people.

~Twenty-eight months have passed since September 11th, 2001 — over two years

T




without an attack on American soil = and it is tempting to beliéve that the danger-
is behind us. That hope is understandable, comforting —and false. The kllhng has .
continued in Bali; Jakarta, Casablanca, nyadh Mombassa, Jerusalem, Istanbul'
" and Baghdad. The terrorists continue to plot dgnnst America and the civilized -
world. And by our will and courage, this danger will be defeated.

Inside the United States, where the war began, we must continue to give-
homeland security and law enforcement personnel every tool they need to defend
us. And one of those essential tools is the PATRIOT Act, which allows Fedéral law
enforcement to better share mfornnnon to track terrorists, to disrupt their cells,'
and to seize their assets. For years, we have used similar provisions to catch
embezzlers and drug traffickers. If these methods are-good for hunting criminals,
they are even.more important for huntmg terrorists. _ Key provisions of the .-
- PATRIOT Act are set to expire next year. The terrorist threat will not expire on
that schedule. Our law enforcement needs this vital 1601slat10n to protect our c1t— ‘
izens — you need to renew the PATRIOT Act. PR

America is on the offensive against the terrorists who started thls war. Last “

. March, Khalid Shaikh' Mohammed, a mastermind of S‘eptember 11th, awoke o

find himself in the custody of U.S. and Pakistani authorities. Last August 11th -
brought the capture of the terrorist Hambali, who was a key player in th_é attack”
in Indonesia that killed over 200 people. ‘We are tracking al-Qaida around the
world — and nearly two-thirds of their known leaders have now been captured or:
killed. ‘Thousands of very skilled and deternlilled"military personnel are on a .
manhunt, going after the remammg killers who lnde in cities and caves ~and, oné¢
by one, we will brmg the terrorists to justice.
‘ As part of -the offensive against terror; we are also confronting the regimes |
 that harbor and support terrorists, and could supply them with nuclear, chemical,
or biclogical weapons. - The United States and our allies are determined: We.
-refuse to live in the shadow of this ultimate danger. -

The first to see our dAetermi“natiQn were the Taliban, who made Afghanista'n .
the primary training base of al-Qaida Killers. As of this month, that country has
a new constitution, guaranteeing free elections and full participation by women."
Businesses are opening, health ¢ \ Gpre centers are being established, and the boys and
girls of Afghanlstan are back in school. Wl'[h help from the new Afghan Army, our
coalition is leading aggressive raids against surviving members of the Taliban and
al-Qaida. The men and women of Afghanistan are building a nation that is free,
" -and proud, and fighting terror — and America is honored to be thieir friend.

- Since we last met in this chamber, combat forces of the United States, Great -
Britéin, Australia, Polarid, and other countries enforced the demands of the-
United Nations, ended the rule of Saddam Hussein — and the people of Iraq are -
free.” Having broken the Baathist regime, we face a remnant of violent Saddam




~ supporters. Men who ran away from our. troops in battle are now drspersed and

attack from the shadows. : ‘
These killers, joined by foreign terrorists, are a serious, contlnurng danger. o

Yet we are making progress against them. The once all- powerful ruler of Iraq was

‘ found in‘a hole, and now sits in a prison cell. Of the top 55 ofﬁcrals of the former-

regime, we have captured or killed 45. Our forces are on the offensive, leading-

over 1,600 patrols a day, and conducting an average of 180 raids every week. We

are dealing with these thugs in Iraq, )ust as surely as we dealt with Saddam - -

- Hussein’s evil regime. :
The work of burldlng a new Iraq is hard and it is rrght And America has
always been willing to do what'it takes for what is right. Last January, Iraq’s only -
law was the whim of one brutal man. Today our coalition is working with the
Iraqi Governing Council to draft a basic law, with a bill of rights. - We are working
with Iraqis-and the United Nations to p‘repare'for a transition to. full Iragi sover-

eignty by the end of June. As democracy takes hold in Iraq, the enemies of free- - ‘

_dom will do all in their ‘power to spread vrolence and fear. They are tryrng to -
shake the will of our country and our friends — -but the United States.of America
will never be 1nt11mdated by thugs and assassms The killers will farl, and the Iraq1
-~ people will live in freedom , :
Month by’ month, Iraqis are assumlng rore responsrbrhty for their -own
security and their own future. ; And tonight we are honored to ‘welcome one of
Iraq’s most respected leaders: the current President' of the Iraqi- Governing
Council, Adnan Pachachi. Sir, America stands wrth you and the Iraqi people as. -
you build a free and peaceful nation. : '
-Because of American leadership and resolve; the world is changmg for the
better. Last month, the leader of Libya voluntarily pledged to disclose and dis--
mantle all of his regime’s weapons of mass destruction programs, including a ura- -
nium enrichment project for nuclear weapons. Colonel Qadhafi correctly Judged o
that his country would be better off, and far more secufre, without weapons of -
mass murder.. Nine. months of .intense negotiations mvolvmg the United States
- and Great Britain succeeded with Libya, while 12 years of diplomacy with Iraq did -
not. And one reason is clear: For drplomacy to be effective, words must be cred—
" ible — and no one can now doubt the word of America. , _
Different threats require different strategies.- Along with nations in the
_region, we are insisting that North Korea eliminate its nuclear program. America
and the international community are demanding that Iran meet its commitments
and. not develop nuclear weapons. America is committed to keeping the WOI‘ldSS‘ "
most dangerous weapons out of the hands of the. world’s most dangerous regimes..
: When I came to this rostrum on September 20th 2001 I brought the police
: shreld of a fallen officer, my reminder. of hves that ended and a task that doesnot ~



“end. I gave to you and to all Americans my complete commitment to'securing our
country and defeating our enemies. ‘And this pledge, given by one, has been-kept =~
by many. You in the Congress have prOVided the resources for our defense, and -

_cast the difficult votes of war and peace. Our closest allies have been unwavering.
America’s 1ntelllgence personnel and diplomats have been skilled and tireless.
- And the men and women of the American military — they have taken the

: hardest duty.. We have seen their skill'and courage in armored charges and mid-
night raids; and lonely hours on faithful watch. We have seen thej joy. when theyv .
return, and felt the sorrow when one is lost. T have had the honor of meetrng our -

servicemen and women at many posts, from the deck of a carrier in the Pacrﬁc to

a-mess hall in Baghdad: Many of our troops 1re lrstenmg tonight. Arid T want you o

and your families to know: - America is proud of you. And my Administration,
and this Congress, will give you the resources you rieed to fight and win the war,
on terror. X

view terrorism more as a crime ~a problem to be solved mainly with law enforce-

ment and indictments. After the World Trade Center was first attacked in 1993,

some of the guilty were indicted, tried, convicted, and sent to prison. But the mat-
' ter was not settled. The terrorists were still training and- plotting in other nations,

and drawrng up more ambitious plans After the chaos and carnage of September- -
11th, it is not enough to serve our enemies with legal papers. The terrorists-and -

their supporters declared war on-the Unrted States — and'war is whit they got. -

Some in this chamber, and in our country, did not support the liberation of

; Iraq Objections, to war often come from. prmcrpled motives. But let us be can-

did about the consequences of leaving Saddam Hussein in power. 'We are seekmg )

all -the facts. - already the Kay Report identified dozens of weapons of mass
‘destructron related program activities and significant amounts of equipment that
Iraq concealed from the United Nations. Had we failed to ‘act; the d1ctat01 s

weapons of miass destruction-programs would continue to this day. Had we farled :

to act, Security Council resolutrons on Iraq would have been revealed as empty
“threats, weakening the United Nations and encouragrng deﬁance by dictators

around the world. Iraq’s torture chambers would still be filled with victims ™~ ter- -

rified and innocent.- The killing fields of Iraq-~ where hundreds of thousands of
men, women, and children vanished into the sands — would still be known only to

the killers. For:all who-love freedom and peace, the world without Saddam A

Hussein’s regime is a better and safer place.

. Some critics have said our duties in. lraq must be 1nternatronalrzed Thrs o

partrcular criticism is hard to explain to our partners in Britain, Australia, Iapan,
. South Korea, the Philippines, Thailand, Italy, Spain, Poland, Denmark, Hungary,

" Bulgaria, Ukraine, Romania, the Netherlands, Norway, El Salvador, a‘nd‘tl_'le‘ 17 »

I l<now that some people question.if Ameuca is really in a war at all They-_;‘.f



other countries that have committed troops to Iraq. As we debate at home, we.

must never ignore thie vital contributions of our international partners, or dismiss

their sacrifices. From the beginning, America has sought international support-

for operations in Afghanistan and Irag, and we have gained much support. There
is a difference, however, between leading a coalition of many nations, and submit-
ting to the objections of 4 few. America will never seek a permission shp to defend
the security of our people.

We also hear doubts that democracy is a realistic goal for the Ureater Middle
East, where freedom is rare. Yet it is mistaken, and condesccndmg, to assume that -

‘whole cultures and great religions are incompatible with'liberty and self-govern-

‘ment. I believe that God has planted in‘every heart the desire to live in freedom. -

And even when that desire is crushed by tyranny for decades, it will rise again.

As long as the Middle East remains a place of tyranny, despair, and anger, it-

will continue to produce men and movements that threaten the safety of America
and our friends. So America is pursuing a forward strategy of freedom in the
greater Middle East. We will challenge the enemies of‘ reform, confront the allies
of terror, and expect a higher standard from our»friends. To cut through the bar-
- riers of hateful propaganda, the Voice of America and other broadcast services

are expanding their programming in Arabic and Persian — and soon; a'new tele-
vision service will begin providing reliable news and information across the -

region.” I will send you a proposal to double the budget of the National
Endowment for Democracy, and to focus its new work on the development of
free elections, free markets, free press, and free labor unions in the Middle East.
And above all, we will finish the historic work of democracy in Afghanistan and
Iraq, so those nations can light the way for others, and help transform atroubled
part of the world. :

America is a Nation with a mission —and that mission.comes from our most

basic beliefs. We have no desire to dommate, no amb;tlons of empire.. Qur aim is

a democratic peace — a peace founded upon the dignity and rights.of every man
and woman. America acts i this cause with friends and allies-at our side, yet we |

understand our special calling: This great republic will lead the cause of freedom.
In these last three years, adversity has also revealed the fundamental
strengths of the American economy. - We have come through recession, and terror-
ist attack, and corporate scandals, and the uncertainties of war. And because you
. acted to stimulate our economy w1th tax relief, this economy is strong, and grow-
ing stronger. : o
( You have doubled the child ‘tax credit from 500 to a thousand dollars,
reduced the marriage penalty, begun to phase out the death tax, reduced taxes-on
capital gains and stock dividends, cut taxes on small businesses, and you have low-
ered taxes for every American who pays income taxes. ‘
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Americans took those dollars and put them to work, -driving this economy
~ forward. The pace of economic growth in the third quarter of 2003 was the fastest
in nearly 20 years. New home construction: the highest in almost 20 years. Home
ownership rates: the highest ever. Manufacturing activity is increasing. Inflation
~is low. Interest rates are low. Exports are growmg Productmty is hlg “And jobs

" are on the rise.

These numbers confirm that the Amerlcan people are usmg ‘their money far
“better than government would have — and you were right to return it.

~ America’s growing economy is also a changing economy. As technology

transforms the way almost every job is done, America.becomes more productive,

and workers need new skills. Much of our job growth will be found in high- -
skilled fields like health care and biotechnology. - So we must respond by helping

* more Americans gain the skills to find good jobs in our new economy.

- All skills begin with the basics of reading and math, -which are supposed j

to be learned in the early grades of our schools. Yet for too long, for too many
children, those skills were never mastered. By passing the No Child Left Behind
Act, you have made the expectation of HteracY the law of our country. We are
providing more funding for our schools — a 36 percent increase since 2001. We

Ce e . L ! - 3 . . r . ‘

- are requiring higher standards. We are regularly testing every child on the fun-
‘damentals. We are reporting results to parents, and making sure they have bet--
ter options when'schools are not performing. We are makmg progress toward.

excellence for every child. ‘
v But the status quo always has defenders Some want to undelmme the No
Child Left Behind Act by weakening standards and 1ccountab1l1ty Yet the results
we require are really a matter of common sense: We expect third graders to read
and do math at third grade level — and that is not asking too much. Testing is the
“only way to identify and help students who are falling behind.

This Nation will not go back to the days of simply shufﬂmg children along

~ from grade to’ grade w1thout them leammg the basics. I refuse to give up on any.

- “child - and the No Child Left Behind Act is opening the door of opportumty to-

all of America’s children.
At the same time, we must ensure that older students and adults can gain
the skills they need’to find work now. Many of the fastest-growing occupations

require strong math and science preparation, and. traipiyg beyond the high: -
kd Jobs for the 21st

- school level. So tonight I propose a series of measures
Century. This program will provide extra help to midg
dents who fall behind in reading and mdth, expand A4

gnd high schoal stu-

private sector to teach part-time in our high schools. I propose larger Pell Grants

for students who prepare for college with’demanding courses in high school. I '

‘6‘

ced Placement. pro- "
grams in low-income schools, and invite math and science professionals from the:




propose increasing our support for America’s fine community colleges, so they

can train workers for the industries that are creating the most new jobs: By all
these actions, we will help more and more Amerrcans to )orn in the growing pros-
perrty of our country.

“Job trammg is important, and so is )ob creatron We must contrnue to pur-

sue an aggressive, pro-growth economic agenda. . :
Congress has some unfinished business on the issue of taxes. The tax reduc-'

-~ tions you passed are set to expxre Unless you act, the unfair tax on marr iage will
'go back up. Unless you act, ‘millions of families will be charged 300 dollars more

in Federal taxes for every child. Unless your act, small busmesses will pay higher

* taxes. Unless you act, the death tax will eventually come back to life. Unless you

act, Americans face a’tax increase. - What. the Congress has given, the Congress

should not take away: For the sake of )ob growth the tax cuts you passed should

be. permanent. ) .
Our agenda for ]obs and growth must help small busmess owners and

‘employees with relief from needless Federal regulatron, and protect them from
‘junk and frrvolous lawsuits. Consurners and businesses need reliable supplies of

energy to make our econorny run —so I urge you to pass legrslatron to modernize

our electricity system, promote conservation, and- make America less dependent:

on foreign sources'of energy. My Administration is promoting free and fajr trade,

_to open up new markets for America’s entr: epleneurs, and- nnnufacturers, and
farmers and to create jobs for Ameri rcas workers Younger workers should have = S
the opportunity to build a nest egg by saving part of their Social Securlty taxesin -
a personal retrrement account We should make the Socral Security system a

* source of ownershrp for the American people

And we should limit the burden of government on-this economy by acting
as good stewards of taxpayer dollars. In two weeks, T will send you a.budget that-

funds the war, protects the homeland and meets 1n1portant ‘domiestic needs,

- while hmrtrno the growth in drscretronary spendlng to less than four percent
- This will require that Congress focus on priorities, cut wasteful spending, and be ;
' ‘wise with the people’s money. By doing so, we can cut the deficit:in half over the

. next five years.

"Tonight I also-ask you to reform our rmmrgratron laws, so they reflect our
values and benefit our economy. I propose a new temporary worker program to

match wrlhng foreign workers with willing employers, when no Americans can.be -
-found to fill the JOb This reform will.be good for our: economy because employ-I-

ers will find needed workers in an Tonest and orderly system. A temporary work-
er program will help protect our homeland - allowrng border patrol and law

" enforcemént to focus on true threats to our natronal securrty. 1 oppose amnesty,
because it would encourage further illegal immigration, and unfairly reward those’

i
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who break our laws. My temporary worker program will preserve the citizenship.

path for those who- respect the law, while bringirig millions of hardworkmg men
and’ women out from the- shadows of American life. :

Our Nation’s healtlx_,are system, like our economy, is also in a'time" of. ‘

change. Amazing medical technologies are improving and saving lives. This dra-
_matic progress has brought its own challenge, in the rising costs of medical care
and health insurance. Members of Congress, we must work together to help con-

“trol those costs and. extend the benefits of'modern medicine thrOughout our’

country

» .showed the way. By strengthenrng Medicare and adding a pxescrrptlon drug ben-
¢fit, you kept a basic commitment to.our semors You are grvmg them the mod-
ern medicine they deserve. - : ST . . _

Starting this year, under the law you passed, seniors can choose to receive a

drug discount card, saving them 10 to 25 percent off the. retail price of most pre-

scription drugs — and millions of low-income seniors can get-an additional 600

“dollars to buy medicine. Beginning next year, seniors will hiave new coverage for

preventive screenings against diabetes and. heart disease, and seniors just entering.

" Medicare can receive wellness exams.

In ]anuary of 2006, seniors can get prescrrptron drug coverage undere
Medicare. For a monthly premium of abotit 35 dollars, most seniors who do not -
have that coverage today can expect to see their drug bills cut roughly in half.
Under this reform, senior citizens will'be able to keep their Medicare Just as it is, ;

or they can choose a Medicare plan that fits them best - )ust as-you, as Members

of Congress, can choose an insurance plan-that meets your. needs. And starting

~ this year, millions of Americans will be able to save money tax- “free for their med-
ical expenseés, in a health savings account. :

I signed this measure proudly, and any attempt to ]nmt the choices of our:
~ seniors, or to take away their prescrrptlon drug coverage under Medrcare, will-

meet my veto.
On the critical issue of health care, our goal is to ensure that Amerrcans can

choose and afford private health care coverage that best fits their individual .
‘ needs To make insurance more affordable, Congress must act to address rapid-:
"ly risinig health care costs. Small businesses should be able to band together and "

negotiate for lower insurance!rates, so they can cover more workers with health

insurance - | urge you to pass Association Health Plans. I ask you to give lower-»
income Americans a refundable tax credit that would allow millions to buy their a

own basic health insurance. By computerizing health records, we can avoid dan-
gerous medical mistakes, reduce costs, and improve care. To protect the doctor—

patient relationship, and keep good doctors doirig vgood work, we must éliminate

‘Meeting these goals requires blpartlsan effort — and two months ago, you -



wasteful and frivolous medical lawsuits. And tonight I propose that individuals
who buy catastrophic health care coverage, as part of our new health stings
accounts, be allowed to deduct 100 percent of the premiums from their taxes.

A government-run health care system is the wrong prescription. By keeprng B
costs under control, expanding access, and helping more Americans afford cover-
’ age, we will preserve the system of private medicine that makes Amerlcas health
_care the best in the world. ;

. We are living in a time of great change ~in our world in our economy, and
in science and medicine. Yet some things endure— courage and compassion, rev:-.
erence and integrity, respect for differences of faith and race. The values we try to .
live by never change. ‘And they are instilled in us by funda_mental institutions,

such as families, and schools, and religious congregations. These institutions —the:

" unseen pillars of civilization — must remain strong in Amerrca, and we will-defend
. them.

We must stand w1th our families to help them raise healthy, responsible chrl-
dren. And-when it comes to helping chlldlen make ught choices, there is work for E
all of us to do. ‘

~ One of the worst dec1srons our chrldren can make is to gamble therr lives and
futures on drugs. Our government is helping parents confront this problem, with
aggressive education, treatment, ‘and law enforcement Drug use in high school-
has declined by 11 percent over the past two-years. Four hundred thousand fewer -
young people are using illegal drugs than in the year 2001 In my budget, I have !

-~ proposed new funding to continue our aggresswe, community- based strategy to

reduce demand for illegal drugs. Drug testing in our schools has proven to bé an
effective part of this effort. So tonight I propose an‘additional 23 million dollars =
for schools that want to use drug testing as a tool to save children’s lives. The. aim
here is not to punish children, but to send them this message: We love you, and‘
- we don’t want to lose you.

To help children make right choices, they need good examples. Athletrcs
play such an important role in our society, but, unfortunately, some in professron— -
- al sports are not setting much of an exarnple The use of performance- enhancmg ,
"drugs like steroids in baseball, football, and other sports is dangerous, and it sends’
-the wrong message — that there are shortcuts to accomphshment, and that per-

formance is more importént than character.” So tonight I call on team owners,
~ union representatives, coaches, and players to take the lead, to send the rlght srg—
' nal, to get tough, and to get rid of steroids now. . : T
- . To encourage right choices, we must be wrlling to. confront the,da'ngers-
young people face — even when they are difficult to talk about. . Each year, about '
three million teenagers: contract sexually transmitted diseases that can-harm -
them, or kill them, or prevent them from ever becoming parents. In my budget,
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I pro‘pose a grassroots camp'aign to-help inform families about these medical
risks. We will double Federal funding for.abstinence progranis, so schools can
teach this fact of life: ‘Abstinence for young people is the only certain way to

avoid. sexually transmitted.diseases. Decisions children make now can affect. . '~

their health and character for the rest of their lives. All of us — parents, schools,
government — must work together to counter the negative 1nﬂuence of the cul-
ture, and to send the right messages to our’children. '

.. A strong America must also value the institution of marriage. 1 beheve we
should respect individuals as we take a prrncrpled stand for one of the most fun-
damental, endurmg 1nst1tut10ns of our civilization. Congress has already takena =

stand on this issue by passmg the Defense of Marriage Act, srgned in 1996 by - - -

'Presrdent Clinton. That statute protects marriage under Federal law as the umon
“of a man and a woman; and declares that one state may not redefine marriage for
other states. Activist judges,- however, have begun’ tedeﬁnrng marriage by court
order, without regard for the will of the people and their elected representatives.
On an issue of such great consequence, the people’s voice:'must be heard. If)udges

insist on forcing their arbitrary will upon'the people, the only alternative left to

‘the people would be the constrtutlonal process Our Nation' must defend the
sanctrty of marriage. ‘
The outcome of this debate is important — and 50 is the way we conduct it,
- The same moral tradition that defines marriage also teaches that each 1nd1v1dual
~has drgnrty and value in God’s sight. " ‘
"It is also important to strengthen out communities by unleashmg the, com-
. passion of America’s rehgrous institutions. Rehgrous charities of evety. creed are
doing some of the most vital work in our country mentorlng children, feedmg
the hungry, taking the hand of the lonely. Yet government has often denied social
service grants and contracts to these groups, just because they have-a cross or Star
. of David or crescent on the wall. By Executive Order, I have opened billion's of
dollars in grant money to competition that includes faith-baséd charities. T0n1ght
I ask you to codify this into law, so people of: fnth can know that the law wrll never -
discriminate against them again. S R »
*In the past, we have worked together to bring mentors to the chrldren of
prisoners, and. provide treatment for the addlcted and help “for the homeless
Tonrght I ask you to consider another group of Americans in need of help.. This
year, some 600,000 mmates will be released from prtson back into society. We
“know from long experlence that if they can’t find work, or a-home, or help, they ‘

are much more-dikely to commit more crimes a and feturn- to prison. So tonight, T © ..« < -

' propose a four-year, 300 million dollar Prisoner Re-Entry Initiative to expand job
training and placement services, to provrde transitional housing, and ‘to help
newly released prisoners get mientoring; mcludmg from faith-based groups. '
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: America is the land of the second chance — and when the gates of the pI‘lSOIl open,
the path ahead should lead to a better life.
For all Americans, the last three years have brought tests we dld not ask for,

and achievements shared by all. By our actions, we have shown what kind of

Nation we are. In grief, we found the grace to go on. In challenge, we rediscov-
~ ered the courage and daring of a free people. In v1ct0ry, we have shown the noble
aims and good heart of America. And having come thls far, we sense that we live
in a time set apart. : :

I'have been a witness to the chalacter of the Amencan people, who have'
shown ¢alm in times of danger, compasswn for one another, and toughness for
- the long haul. All'of us have been partners in-a great enterprise. _And even some
of the youngest understand that we are living in historic times. Last month a girl
in Lincoln, Rhode Island, sent me a letter. It began, “Dear George W. Bush.” “If
there is anything you know, I Ashley Pearson age 10 can do to help anyone, please
send me a letter and tell me what I can do to save our country.”. She added this

If you can send a letter to the troops please put, ‘Ashley Pearson believes
in you.” : :

Tonight, Ashley, your message to our troops has just been conveyed. And.
yes, you have some-duties yourself. Study hard in school, listen to your mom and
“dad, heip'someone in need, and when you and your friends see'a man or woman
in uniform, say “thank you. > And while you do your part, all of us here in this
f great chamber will do our best to keep you and the rest of America safe and free:

My fellow citizens, we now move forward, with confidence and faith. Otir
Nation is strong and steadfast. The cause we serve is right, because it is the cause
of all mankind. The momentum of freedom in our world is unmistakable — and
it is not carried forward by our power alone. ‘We can trust in that greater power
Who gu1des the unfolding of the yeﬂrs And in’ all that is to:come, we can know
that His purposes are just and true, '

‘May God bless the United States of Amerlca

Thank you. ‘
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Mr. Speaker, Vrce PreS|dent Cheney, Members of Congress
drstlngwshed guests and fellow citizens: :

America thls evenlng is a Natlon caIIed to great responS|b|I|t|es And
- we are nsmg to. meet them. . , ,

- As we gather tonight, hundreds of thousands of-American serwcemen
and women are deployed across the world in the war on terror. -By. bnnglng
hope to the oppressed, and delivering Justlce to the V|o|ent they are -
maklng Amerlca more secure. .

Each day, Ia‘w enforcement personnel and intelligence officers are
tracking terrorist threats; analysts are examining airline passenger lists; the
men and women of our new Homeland Security Department are patrolllng
‘our coasts and borders And their V|g|Iance is protecting Amerlca

/

Amerlcans are provmg once agaln to be the hardest workrng people
in the world. The American economy is growmg stronger The tax relief

you passed is worklng }f@/\ m |

, Tonight Members6f Congress can take‘pride inﬁ;reat works' Of .
- compassion and reforrh that skeptics had thought impossible. Yowrare %Ou (e

raising the standards,o(our public schools; and you are’ g|V|ng our senior-
citizens prescnptlon drug coverage under Medlcare

; We have faced serious challenges together - and now we face a
ch0|ce 'We can go forward with confidence and resolve — or we can turn
back to the dangerous illusion that terrorists are not plotting and outlaw
_regimes are no threat to us. We can press on with economic growth, and
~ reforms in education and Medlcare ‘or we can turn back ton'policies

| and old dIVISIOhS | ‘ o

"We have not come all this way — through tragedy, and trial, and war - -
- -only to falter and leave our work-unfinished. Amerlcans are rising to the

tasks of history, and they expect the same " In their efforts, their

- enterprise, and their character, the American people are showmg that the

state of our Unlon is confident and strong

: - Our greatest responsrbrlrty is the active defense of the American
»»people Twenty eight months-have passed since September 11" 2001

IR



. killers who hide in cities and caves —

over two years without an attack on American soil - and it is temptlng to |
believe that the danger is behind us. That hope is understandable, ’
comforting — and false. The killing has continued in Bali, Jakarta, ‘
Casablanca, Riyadh, Mombassa, Jerusalem, Istanbul and Baghdad The
terrorists continue to plot against America and the CIVI|IZ€C| worId And by -
~our will and courage, this danger will be defeated

InS|de the United States where the war began we must contlnue to
“give homeland security and law enforcement personnel every tool they.
need to defend us. And one of those essential tools is the PATRIOT Act,
which allows Federal law enforcement to better share information, to track
- terrorists, to disrupt their cells, and to seize their assets. For years, we _
‘have used similar provisions to catch embezzlers and drug: trafﬁckers If
these methods are good for hunting criminals, they are even more '
~ important for hunting terrorists. Key provisions of the PATRIOT Act are set -
to expire next year. The terrorist threat will not expire on that schedule.
Our-law enforcement ne€ds_this vital Ieglslatton to protect our citizens — you

' need to renew the PATRIOT W ‘.
The e e

- Americais on the,o_ffenswe against the teI’I'OI'IS'[S"WhO started this war.
Last Maych, Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, a mastermind of September 11",
awoke to find himself in the custody of U.S: and Pakistani authorities. Last
~ August 11" brought the capture of the terrorist Hambali, who was a key N f :
~player in the attack in Indonesia that killed over 200 peopl.e Mw&ltf@ ‘
-tracking al-Qaida around the world — and nearly two-thirds of their known
leaders have now been captured or killed. Thousands of very skilled and
determined military personnel are on%'manhunt going after the remaining

d, one by one, we will bring thesg. \/
The. T

As part of the offensive agalnst terror we are also confrontmg the
- regimes that harbor and support terrorists, and could supply them with
nuclear, chemical, or biological weapons. The United States and our allies

: terrorlsts to-justice. .

~ are determined: We refuse to live in the shadow of this ultimate danger.

" The first to see our determination were the Taliban, who made ,
Afghanistan the primary training base of al-Qaida killers. As of this month,
that country has a new constitution, guaranteeing free electlons and full
participation by women. Busmesses are opening, health care centers are
being establlshed and the boys and girls of Afghanlstan are back in school.



Withihelp fror?t/he new Afghan Army our coalition is Ieadlng aggressrve \/
_raids against/surviving members of the Taliban and al-Qaida. The men and.
women of Afghanistan are building a nation that is free, and proud, and
‘flghtlng terror — and Amerrca IS honored to be thelr frlend '

_ Slnce we last met in th|s chamber combat forces of the Unlted
States, Great Britain, Australia, Poland, and other countries enforced the |

demands of the United Nations, ended the rule of Saddam Hussein — and

the people of Iraq are free. Having broken the Baathist regime, we face a

- remnant of violent Saddam supporters. Men who ran away from our troops
in battle are now dlspersed and attack from the shadows e

These k|IIers joined by forelg errorists, are a serious, contlnumg

danger Yet making progyess against them. The once all-powerful \/
ruler of Iraq was found in a holg] and now sits in a prison cell. Of the top 55
officials of the former regime; we have captured or killed 45. Our forces are
‘on the offensive, leading g¥er 1,600 patrols a day, and conducting an
- average of 180 raids every—week We are dealing with these thugsi |n Iraq
: JUSt as surely as we dealt with’ Saddam Husseln s eV|I regime.

\ N

The work of kil n% é new Iraq IS hard and it is right.. And America

has always beepWwilling to do what it takes for what is right. Last January,

Irag’s only lawAvas the whim of one brutal man. Today our coalitionis =
‘working with fhe Iragi Governing Council to draft a basic law, with a bill of
rights.- ‘
transition to full Iraqi sovereignty by the end of June. As democracy takes L
~ hold in Iraq the enemies of freedom will do all in their power to spread |
~ violence and fear. They are trying to shake the will of our country and our'_
friends — but the United States of America will never be intimidated by -
thugs and assassins. The killers will fail; and the Iraqi people will I|ve in
freedom : : :

Month by month Iraqls are assumlng more responsrblllty for thelr own .
security and their own future. And tonight we are honored to welcome one
~of Irag’s most respected leaders: the current President of the lragi
Governlng Council, Adnan Pachachi. Sir, America stands with you and the )
Iraqi people as you build a free and peaceful nation.

Because of Amerlcan Ieadershlp and resolve, the world is changing
for the better. Last month, the leader of Libya voluntarily pledged to

working with Iragis and the United Nations to prepare for a / .



disclose and dismantle all of his regime’s weapons of mass destruction
programs, including a uranium enrichment project for nuclear weapons.
Colonel Qadhafi correctly judged that his country would be better off, and
far more secure, without weapons of mass murder. Nine months of intense
negotiations involving the United States and Great Britain succeeded with

~Libya, while 12 years of diplomacy with Iraq did not. And one reason is

clear: For diplomacy to be effective, words must be credible — and no one

- canh now doubt the word of Amenca

- Different threats require different strategies.  Along with nations in the

| region, we are insisting that North Korea eliminate its nuclear program.

America-and the international community are demanding that Iran meet its
‘commitments and not develop nuclear weapons. America is committed to

 keeping the world’s most dangerous weapons out of the hands of the | I/

%most dangerous reglmes

B When I came to this rostrum on Septemb'erg;‘/“, 2‘0'011 | brought the
‘police shield of a fallen officer, my reminder of lives that ended, and a task

- that does not end. ‘| gave to you and to all Americans my complete

~ commitment to securing our country and defeating our enemies. And thrs |

pledge, given by one, has been kept by many. You in the Congress have
provided the resources for our defense, and cast the difficult votes of war
and peace.’ Our closest allies have been unwavering. America’s
intelligence personnel and diplomats have been skilled and tireless.

: :’M\\/L | |
- And the men and omen of the America Gﬂt\frﬁ they have taken
the hardest duty. seen their skill and’kourage in armored \/

o charges and midnight raids, and lonely hours oh faithful watch. We have

seen the joy when they return, and felt the sorrow when one is lost. Ish@J)\\/Z, '
had the honor of meeting our servicemen and women at many posts, from

“the deck of a carrier in the Pacific, to a mess hall in Baghdad. Many of our

. troops are listening tonight. And | want you and your families to know:
~ America is proud of you. And my Administration, and this Congress, wrll ‘
- give you the resources you need to frght and win the war on terror ‘

w4

| know that some people question if America is/feally awar at all.
They view terrorism more as a crime - a problem tg be sgived mainly with
law enforcement and indictments. After the World /Trade/Center was first -
attacked in 1993, some of the guilty were indicted,'tried, convicted, and
sent to prison. But the matter was not settled. The terrorists were still
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training and plotting in other nations, and drfawing up more ambitious plans. :
After the chaos and carnage of Septembery11™, it is not enough to serve 1/
our enemies with legal papers. The terrorists and their supporters declared
war on the United States — and war is what they got. ,
ez

_ Some in thls chdmber, and in our country, did not support the
liberation of Iraq. @bjections to war often come from principled motives.
But let us be candid about the consequences of leaving Saddam Hussein
in power., e seeking all the facts — already the Kay Report-identified L/
dozens of weapons of mass destruction-related program activities and
significant amounts of equipment that Iraq concealed from the United
Nations. Had we failed to act, the dictator's weapons of mass destruction
programs would continue to this day. Had we failed to act, Security Council
resolutions on Irag would have been revealed as empty threats, weakening
the United Nations and encouraging defiance by dictators around the world.
Irag’s torture.chambers would still be filled with victims — terrified and
innocent. The Kkilling fields of Iraq — where hundreds of thousands of men,
- women, and children vanished into the sands — would still be known only to
the k|IIers For all who love freedom and peace, the world W|thout Saddam
Husseln s reglme is a better and safer place.

Some critics have said our duties in Irag must be |nternat|onahzed

This particular criticism is hard to explain to our partners in Britain,
- Australia, Japan, South Korea, the Philippines, Thailand, ltaly, Spam
Poland, Denmark, Hungary, Bulgaria, Ukraine, Romania, the Netherlands;
Norway, El Salvador, and the 17 other countries that have committed
troops to Iraq. As we debate at home, we must never ignore the vital
contributions of our international partners, or dismiss their sacrifices. E¥6m
- the beginning, America has sought international support for,6perations in /

Afghanistan and Iraq, and we have gained much support. Thereis a »
difference, however, between leading a coalition of many nations, and
submitting to the objections of a few. America will never seek a permlssron

slip to defend the security of ourpee@/ W

We aIso hear doubts that democracy is a realistic goal for the greater
Middle East, where freedom is rare. Yet it is mistaken, and condescending,
to assume that whole cultures and great religions are incompatible with
liberty and self-government. | believe that God has planted in ev? heart

the desire to live in freedom. And even when that desire is crusheg/by
tyranny for decades, it will rise again. o ,
- human-



As long as the Middle East remains a place of tyran‘ny spal A

vanger it will continue to produce men and movements that threaten the
safety of America and our friends. So America is pursuing a forward =
strategy of freedom in the greater Middle East. We will challenge the
‘enemies of reform, confront the allies of terror, and expect a higher. ~ .
standard from our frlendgf To cut through the barriers of hateful - l/
propaganda, the Voice of Amerlca and other broadcast services are -

- expanding their programming in Arabic and Persian — and soon, a new

~ television service will begin providing reliable news and |nformat|on across
the region. | will send you a proposal to double the budget of the National
Endowm or Democracy, and to focus its new work on the development

of free elections, free markets, free press, and.free labor unions in the
Middle East. And above all, we will finish the historic work of democracy in

Afghanlstan and Iraq, so those nations can Ilght the way for others and

help transform a troubled part of the world.

AmeriCa is a Nation with a mission — and that mission comes from our
most basic beliefs. We have no desire to dominate, no ambitions of
~ empire. Ouraim is a democratic peace — a peace founded upon the d|gn|ty
and rights of every man and woman. America acts in this cause with o
friends and allies at our side, yet we understand our speC|aI calling: This / ,
great republlc W|I| Iead the cause of freedom
| “Inthesg last three years, adversity has aIso revealed the fundamental
strengths of the American economy. We have come through recession, .
and terrorist attack, and corporate scandals, and the uncertainties of war. S
And because you acted to stimulate our economy with tax rellef th|s B
economy rs strong and growing stronger ~ :

“You have doubled the child tax credit from 500 to a/fhousand doIIars
reduced the marriage penalty, begun to phase out the death tax, reduced
taxes on capital gains and stock dividends, cut taxes on small busmesses

“and you have lowered taxes for every Amerlcan who pays |ncome taxes o

| ‘ Amerlcans took those dollars and put them to work drrvmg th|s ,
‘economy forward. The pace of economic growth in the third quarter of -
2003 was the fastest in nearly 20 years. New home construction: the .
highest in almost 20 years. Home ownership rates: the highest ever.



' Manufactunng activity is increasing. Inf\l‘ation is low. Interest rates are low.
Exports are growing. Productivity is high. And jobs are on the rise.

- These numbers confirm that the Amerioan'peop|e are using their‘ '

money far better than government would have — and you were right to

return |t

Americas growing econorny is aje o \/

~ more productive, and workers ned new skills. Much of our job growth will
-+ be found in high-skilled fields like health care and biotechnology. Sowe

must respond by helplng more Amencans gain the skills to find good jobs in
our new economy

(We're ut)o/ e
All skills begin wrth e basics of reaging and math, which are
supposed to be learned’in the early grades of our schools, Yet for too long,
for too many children/ those skills were never mastered. By passing the No
Child Left Behind Act, you have prfade the expectation of ||teracy the law of
our country. providing/more funding for our schools — a 36 percent /
increase since 2001. #€ requiring higher standards. We are regularly -
testing every child on the fundamentals. We are reporting results to
parents, and making sure they have better options when schools are not__ -
performlng We are maklng progress toward exceIIence for every child/ AV :
| /Wmca,
But the status quo always has defenders. Some want to undermine
the No Child Left Behind Act by weakening standards and accountability.
Yet the results we require are really a matter of common sense: We expéect

asking too much. Testing is the only\way to |dent|fy and help students who

. third graders to read and do math at\hlrd grade level — and b? not

are falling behind. W Ws
~ This Nation will not go back to the days of simply shufﬂrng children . \
along from grade to grade without them learning the basics. | refuseto o A

give up on any child — and the No Child Left Behind Act is open|ng the door
of opportunlty to aII of America’s ch|Idren

- At the same time, we must ensure that older students and adults can

- gain the skills they need to find work now. Many of the fastest-growing

occupations require strong math and science preparation, and training
beyond the high school level. So tonight | propose a series of measures

@



“called Jobs for the 215t Century ThIS program will provrde extra help to | é
middle- and high school students who fall behind in reading and math,

expand Advanced Placement programs in low-income schools, a}ﬂd’nwte . \/ 5
math and science professionals from the private sector to teach part-time in

“our high schools. | propose larger Pell Grants for students who prepare for . -
college with demanding courses in high school. | propose increasing our s\kéﬁ
“support for America’s fine community coIIeges@o they can mﬁv’v??fe?s

for the industries that are creating the most new jobs. By all these actions,

9& Jwe-will help more and more Amencans toj Jom in the grow:ng prosperlty of &

~our country | | o o 1@

S,D lu

SO L . yuld
| Job. tralnlng is |mportant and so is jOb creation. We must contlnueto /
pursue an aggresswe pro growth economlc agenda.. ‘ S

Congress has some unf|n|shed busmess on the issue oftaxes.. The
. tax reductions you passed are set to expire. Unless you act,/the unfair tax o Yoy
on marriage will go back up. Unless you act, millions of families will be '
.charged 300 dollars more in Federal taxes for every child. Unless you act,
- small businesses will pay higher taxes. Unless you act, the death tax will
- eventually come back to life. Unless you act, Americans face a tax - /
increase. Whatf§# Congress has given, the Congress should not take
away: Forthe sake of job growth the tax cuts you passed shouId be |
s -permanent | |

, Our agenda for jobs and growth must help small business owners
-~ and employees with relief from needless Federal regulation, and protect
them from junk and frivolous lawsuits. Consumers and businesses need
- reliable supplies of energy to make our economy run —so | urge you to -
pass legislation to modernize our electricity system' promote conservation
- ~and make America less dependent on foreign sources of energy. My
-~ Administration is promoting free and fair trade, to open up ngw markets for
 America’s entreprgneurs, and manufacturers, and farmer Q to create =
jobs for America’d workers. Younger workers should have the opportunrty /
" to build a nest egg by saving part of their Social Security taxes ina _
‘ personal retirement account.  We should make the Social Secunty system

a source of ownership for the American peom

“And we should I|m|t the burd:;%f government on th|s economy by : /
A actlng as good stewards of taxpayegldollars. In two weeks, | will send you '
a budget that funds the war, protects the homeland, andmeets important -

@




domestic needs, while limiting the growth in discretionary spending to less

than four percent. This will require that Congress focus on priorities, cut

- wasteful spending, and be wise with the people’s money. By dorng SO, we N
can.cut the defrcrt in half over the next five years. . ‘

Tonrght I also ask you to reform our |mm|gration laws, so they reflect
our vaIues and benefit our economy. | propose a new temporary worker
program to match willing foreign workers with willing employers, when no-
Americans can be found to fill the job. This reform will be good for our
economy — because employers will find needed workers in an honest and :
- orderly system. A temporary worker program will help protect our o
homeland — allowing border patrol and law enforcement to focus on true

- threats to our national security. | oppose amnesty, because it would

encourage further illegal immigration, and unfairly reward those who break -
our laws. My temporary worker program will preserve the citizenship path

- for those who respect the law, while bringing millions of hardworklng men

, and women out from the shadows of Amencan ||fe

Our Nation’s health care s,ystem, like our economy, is also in atime.

- of change. Amazing medical technologies are improving and saving lives.

- This dramatic progress has brought its own challenge, in the rising costs of
‘medical care and health insurance. Members of Congress, we must work

- together to help control those costs and extend the beneﬂts of modern B
medicine throughout our country. o

| Meetrng these goals requrres blpartrsan effort — and two months ago,
you showed the way. By strengthenrng Medicare and. addrng a prescription
drug benefit, you kept a basic commitment to our seniors: You are grvmg
them the modern medrcme they deserve :

- Startrng thrs year, under the law you passed seniors can choose to |
_recelve a drug discount card, saving them 10 to 25 percent off the retail.
price of most prescription drugs and millions of low-income seniors can
- get an additional 600 doIIars to buy medicine. Beginning next year, seniors.
‘will have new coverage for preventive screenings. against diabetes and
heart disease, and seniors just entering Medlcare can receive weIIness

N exams.

. In January of 2006, seniors can get prescrlptlon drug coverage under’ |
Medrcare For a montth premium of about 35 doIIars most seniors who '

:



do not have that coverage today can expect to see their drug bills cut
roughly in half. Under this reform, senior citizens will be able to keep their-
Medicare just as it is, or they can choose a Medicare plan that fits them-
best — just as you, as Members of Congress, can choose an insurance plan
" ‘that meets your needs. And starting this year, millions of Americans will be

~able to save money tax-free fortherr medrcal expenses, in a health savrngs SR

account.

o srgned this measure proudly, and any attempt to limit the chorces of |
our senlors or to take away thelr prescrlptlon drug coverage under |
Medrcare WI|| meet my veto :

, On the critical issue of health care, our goal is to ensure that - :
Americans can choose and afford private health care coverage that best
fits their individual needs. To make i insurance more affordable, Congress
must act to address rapidly rising health care costs. Small businesses ,
'should be able to band together and negotiate for lower insurance rates, SO

they can cover more workers with health insurance — | urge you to pass

~ Association Health Plans. | ask you to give lower-income Americansa =
refundable tax credit that would allow millions to buy their own basic health o

insurance. By computerizing health records, we can avoid dangerous
_medical mistakes, reduce costs, and improve care. To protect the doctor-

- patient relationship, and keep good doctors doing good work, we must
- eliminate wasteful and frivolous medical lawsuits. And tonight | propose

~that individuals who buy catastrophic health care coverage, as part of our -

. hew health savings accounts, be aIIowed to deduct 100 percent of the |
premlums from their taxes.. :

A government run health care system is the wrong prescription. By
keeping costs under control, expanding access, and helping more

‘Americans afford coverage, we will preserve the system of private medrcrne o
 that makes America’s health care the best | in the world. . :

- We a:}/ng/ln a time of great change in our world |n our
economy, in science-and medicine. Yet some things endure -
_courage and compassion, reverence and integrity, respect for differences
~of faith-and race. The values we try to live by never change. And they are
instilled in us by fundamental institutions, such as families, and schools,

~and religious congregations. These institUtions — the,unseen prllars of
civilization — must remain strong in America, and we will defend them.

@



We must stand with our families to help thém raise healthy, S /
responsible children. _&&& when it comes to he|p|ng children make right’
choices, there is work for all of us to do. -

One of the worst decisions our children can make is to,Jamble their
lives and futures on drugs. Our government is helping pargnts confront this
problem, with aggressive education, treatment, and law epforcement. Drug
use in high school has declined by 11 percent over the two years. ,
Four hundred thousand fewer young people are using illegal drugs than in Y
the year 2001. In my budget, |-B=m& proposed new funding to continue our
Aggressive, Communlty -based strategy to reduce demand for illegal drugs.

Drug testing in our schools has proven to be an effective part of this effort.

/-8 tonight | propos&an additional 23 million dollars for schools that want to

/- use drug testing as a tool to save children’s lives. The aim here is not to

" punish children, but to send them this message: We love you, and we Ao ned=

"Mwant to lose you.

, ~To help children make right choices, they need good examples.
Athletics play such an important role in our society,~but, unfortunately, .
some in professional sports are not setting much of an example. The use

‘of performance-enhancing drugs like steroids in baseball, football, and-

other sports is dangerous and it sends the wrong message — that there are
shortcuts to accomplishment, and that performance is more important than
character.” So tonight | call on team owners, union represen tives, |
coaches, and players to take the lead, to send the right si al, to get tough,
and to get rid of steroids now. ' | S

To encourage right choices, we must be Wi ' confront the
dangers young people face — even when t re'difficult to talk about.
Each year, about three million teenagers contract sexually transmitted
diseases that can harm them, or kill them, or prevent them from ever :
‘becoming parents. In my budget, | propose a grassroots campaign to help
inform families about these medical risks. We will double Federal funding
for abstinence programs, so schools can teach this fact of life: Abstinence

~ for young people is the only certain to avoid sexually transmitted
- diseases. Decisions ’childrean affect their heglth and, g
character for the rest of their lives. All of us — parentsgSchools, ’

government — must work together to counter the negatlve lnfluence of the \
culture and to send the rlght messages to our children. . : :




- of the most fundamental,

- A strong America mus’ /i Iso value the institution of marrlage !
believe we should respect iddividuals as we take a principled stand for one L
nduring institutions of our civilization. -Congress

- has already taken a stand on this issue by passing the Defense of Marrlage,

- under Federal law as t

Act, signed in 1996 by President Clinton. That statute protects marriage
_ union of a man and a woman, and declares that- =~
one state may not redefine marriage for other states.- Activist judges,

o however, have begun redefining marriage by court order, without regard for

_the will of the people and their elected representatives. On an issue of

such great.consequence, the people’s voice must be heard. |fjudges insist

- on forcing their arbitrary will upon the peoplé, the only alternative left to the -

- people would be the constltutlonal process Our Natlon must defend the E
sanctlty of marrrage . '

The outcome of this debate is |mportant —and so is the way we
conduct it. The same moral tradition that defines marriage also teaches
that each |nd|V|duaI has dignity and value in God S srght ‘

compassron of America’s religioUs institutions. Religious charities of every
_creed are doing some of the most vital work in out country —mentoring
s children, feeding the hungry, taking the hand of the lonely. Yet government

" has often denied social service grants and conffacts to these groups, just
‘because they have a cross or,Star of David or,crescent on the wall. By - / -
Executive Order, | have opened billions of dollars in grant money to o
~ competition that includes faith-based charities. Tonight | ask you to codlfy

this into law, so people of faith can know that the Iaw erI never dlscrlmrnate
agalnst them agaln : S ‘ o

J:t>rsa|so |mportant to strengthen our commu)n}tjefhy unleashing the 1/
g

\

" Inthe past we have worked together to bring mentors to & chrldren ‘/ o
of prisoners, and provide treatment for the addicted, and help for the ‘
homeless. Tonight | ask you to consider another group of Americans rn

‘need of help. This year, some 600,000 inmates will be released from

prison back into society. We know from long experience that if they can’t

find work, or a home, or help, they are much more likely to commit#eese- o~

_ »crlme}{and return to prison. So tonight, | propose a four-year, 300 mrlllon r/
;’doIIar Prisoner Re-Entry Initiative to expand job training and pIacement ‘

_services, to provide transitional housing, and to help newly released
! prrsoners get mentoring, |ncIud|ng from faith-based groups Amerlca is the




path ahead should Iead to a better life. io’lt ;

W
For aH Americans, the last three ye",s have brought tests we did not

~ask for, and achievements shared by all./ By our actions, we have shown

‘ what kind of Nation we are. In grief, we({found the gracetogoon. In

challenge, we rediscovered the courage and daring of a free people. In

victory, we have shown the noble aims and good heart of America. And

-havrng come this far, we sense that we I|ve in a time set apart.

| \'\Ve @zoo@z s

' ‘ - =hawe been %vrtness to the character of the'(; speepie  Who
\. have shown calm in times of danger, compassion fo

toughness for the long haul. All of us have been partn

enterprise. And even some of the youngest understaf

in historic times. Last month a girl in Lincoln, Rhodg Island, sent me a

‘ Ie,tter. It began, “Dear George W. Bush.” “If therefts anything you know, |
Ashley Pearson age 10 can do to help anyone, please send me a letter and

tell me what | ¢can do to save our country.” She added this P.S.: “If you

can send a letter to the troops ... please put, ‘Ashley Pearson believes in

sina great
d that we are living

you.”

Tonrght Ashley, your message to our troops has just been conveyed
And yes, yoy have some duties yourself.. Study hard in school, listen to
~your mom a#se dad, help someone in need, and when you and your friends
~see a man or woman in uniform, say “thank you.” And-while you do your

- part, all of us here in this great chamber will do our besy/to keep you and
the rest of Amenca safe and free. /qz;

My feIIow crtlzens we now move fonNard with oonfrdence and falth
‘Our Nation is strong and steadfast. The cause we serve is right, because |t
~is the cause of all mankind. The momentum of freedom in our world is
unmistakable — and it is not carried forward by our power alone. We can

| land of €Eecond chance - and when the gates of the prlson open the - / -

v©

%

trust in that greater power Who guides the unfolding of the years. ‘And in all

that is to come, we can know that His purposes are just and true

‘ - May Godtless (—he—Hn«ed—&e&eZAmenca. ,,
- R co«d“vw&ﬁ | o




PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BusH
STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS
JANUARY 20, 2004

As prepared for delivery.

Mr. Speaker, Vice Pres1dent Cheney, Members of C‘ongless dlstmgulshed
guests, and fellow citizens:

America this evening is a Nation called to great rcsponslblhtms And we are
rising to meet them. )

As we gather tonight, hundreds of thousands of American servicemen and
‘women dre deployed across the world in the war on terror.” By bringing hope to
the oppressed, and delivering justice to the violent, they are making America more
secure. . 7
Each day, law enforcement personnel and intelligence officers are tracking
terrorist threats; analysts are examining airline passenger lists; the men and
women of our new Homeland Security Department are patrolling our coasts and
borders. And their vigilance is protecting America.

Americans are proving once again to be the hardest working people in the
world. The American economy is growing stroniger. The tax relief you passed‘is
working. ’ ‘

Tonight, Members of Congress car take prlde in great works of compassion
and reform that skeptics had thought impossible. You are raising the standards of -
our public'schools; and you are giving our senior citizens prescription drug cov- -
erage under Medicare. , :

We have faced serious challenges together — and now we face a choice. We
can go forward with confidence and resolve — or we can turn back to the danger-
ous illusion that terrorists are not plotting and outlaw regimes are no threat to us.
We can press on with economic growth, and reforms in education and Medicare
— or we can turn back to the old policies and old divisions. ’

, We have not come all this way — through tragedy, and trial, and war — only
to faltér and leave our work unfinished. Americans are rising to the tasks of his-
tory, and they expect the same-of us. In their effortsy their enterprise, and their
character, the American people are showing that the state of our Union is confi-
dentand strong.

Our greatest responsibility is the active defcnse of the American pcople
Twenty-eight months have passed since September 11th, 2001 — over two years



without an attack on American soil — and it is tempting to believe that the danger

{is behind us. That hope is understandable, comforting — and false. The killing has

continued in Bali, }akarta Casablanca, Riyadh, Mombassa, Jerusalem, Istanbul,.
“and Baghdad. The terrorists continue to- plot against America and the civilized

world.  And by our will and courage, this danger will be defeated: '

Inside the United States, where the war began, we must continue to give
homeland security and law enforcement personnel every tool they need to defend |
us. And one of those essential tools is the PATRIOT Act, which allows Federal law
enforcement to better share information, to track terrorists, to disrupt their cells,
and to seize their assets. For years, we have used similar provisions to catch
embezzlers and drug traffickers. If these methods are good for hunting criminals,
they are even more 1mportant for hunting terrorists. Key provisions of the
'PATRIOT Act are set to expire next year. The terrorist threat will not expire on’
that schedule. Our law enforcement needs this vital legislation to protect our cit-
izens — you nieed to renew the PATRIOT Act. » ‘

America is on the offensive against the terrorlsts who started this war. Last .
March, Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, a mastermind ofﬁeptcmbcr 11th, awoke fo
find himself in the custody of U.S..and.Pakistani authorities. Last August 11th "
brought the capture of the terrorist Hambali, who was a key player in the attack

- in Indonesia that killed over 200 people. We are tracking al-Qaida around the

" world — and nearly two-thirds of their known leaders have now been captured or
killed. Thousands of very skilled and det_ermined'milit‘ary personnel aré on a

~ manhunt, going after the remainihgbkillers who hide in cities and caves —and, one -
by one, we will bring the terrorists to justice. .

As part of the offensive against terror, we are also confrontmg the regimes
that harbor and support terrorists, and could supply them with nuclear, chemical,
or biological weapons. The United States and our allies ‘are deter mmcd We
refuse to live in the shadow of this ultimate danger.

The first fo see our determination were the Taliban, who made Afghamstan
‘the primary training base of al-Qaida killers. As of this month, that country has
a new constitution, guaranteeing free elections-and full participation by women.
Businesses are opening, health care centers are being established, and the boys and
girls of Afghanistan are back in school. With help from the new Afghan Army, our
caalition is leading aggressive raids against surviving members of the Taliban and

--al-Qaida. The men and women of Afghanistan are building a nation that is free,
and proud; and fighting terror — and America is honored t6 be their friend.

Since we last met in this chamber, combat forces of the United States, Great
Britain, Australia, Poland, and other countries enforced the demands of the
United Nations, ended the rule of Saddam Hussein = and the people of Iraq are

free.. Having broken the Baathist regime; we face a remnant of violent Saddam’

\2~



supporters. Men who ran away from our troops in battle are now d_ispefsed and
attack from the shadows. : . '

. These killers, )omed by foreign terrorists, are a serious, continuing danger =
Yet we are making progress against them. The once all-powerful ruler of Iraq was
found in a hole, and now sits in a prison cell. Of the top 55 officials of the former

' regime, we have captured or killed 45. Our forces are on.the offensive, leading
over 1,600 patrols a day, and conducting an average of 180 raids every week. We
are dealing with these thugs in Iraq, just as surely as we dealt with Saddam
Hussein’s evil regime. ‘

The work of building a new Iraq is hard, and it is right. 'And America has
always been willing to do what it takes for what is right. Last January, Iraq’s only
law was'the whim of one brutal man. Today our coalition is working with the
Iraqi Governing Council to draft a basic law, with a bill of rights. We are working
with Iraqis and the United Nations to prepare for a transition to full Ir&qi sover-
}eigmy'by the end of June. As democracy takes hold in Iraq, the enemies of free-
dom will do all in their power to spread violence and fear.. They are trying to-
shake the will of our country and our friends — but the United States-of America
will never be intimidated: by thugs and assassins. The killers will fail, and the Iraqi
people will live in freedom. ’ ' o '

Month by month, Traqis are assuming more responsibility for their own
security and their own future. And tonight we are honored to welcome one of
Irag’s most respected leaders: the current President ‘of the Iragi Governing
Council, Adnan Pachachi. Sir, America stands with you and the Iraqi people as

. you build a free and peaceful nation, ‘

Because of American leadership and resolve; the world is changmg for the
better. Last month, the leader of Libya voluntarily pledged to disclose and dis-
mantle all of his regime’s weapons.of mass'des‘truction‘ programs; including a ura-

- nium enrichment project for nuclear weapons. Colonel Qadhafi correctly judged .
that his country would be better off; and far more secure, without weapons of

_ mass murder. Nine months of intense negotiations involving the United States -
and Great Britain succeeded with Libya, while 12 years ofdlplomacy with Iraq did

" not. And one reason is clear: For diplomacy to be effective, words must be cred-
ible — and no one can now doubt the word of America. ,

Different threats require different strategies. Along with nations in the

‘reg,]on we are insisting that North Korea eliminate its nuclear program. America
and the international commumty are demanding that Iran meet its commitments

and not develop nuclear weapons. America is committed to keeping the world’s
most dangerous weapons out of the hands of the world’s most dangerous regimes.

When I came to this rostrum on September 20th, 2001, I brought the ‘police‘
shield of a fallen officer, my reminder of lives that ended, and a task that does not
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“end. Tg gave to you and to all Amel icans my complete commitment to securmg our'

country and defeating our enemies, And this pledge, given by one, has been kept
by many. You in the Congress have provided the resources for our defense, and:
cast the difficult votes of war and peace. Our closest allies have been unwavering.
America’s‘intelligence personnel and diplomats have been skilled and tireless.
And the men and women of the American military = they have taken the:
hardest duty. We have seen their skill and ¢ courage in armored charges and mid-
mght raids, and lonely hours on faithful watch. ‘We have seen. the joy when they

- return, and felt the sorrow when one is lost. 1 have had the honor of meeting our

servicemen and women at many posts from the deck of a carrier in the Pacific, to
a mess hall in Baghdad. Many of our troops are listening tonight. And I wantyou

.~ and your families to know: America is proud of you. -And my Administration,

and this'Congress, will give you the resourcesyou need to fight and win-the war
on terrot. ’ - o ‘ V
. I know that some people question if Amerlca is reall in a waratall. They,
‘v1ew terrorism more as a crime — a problem to be solved mamly with law enforce- -
ment and indictments. 'After the World Trade Center was first attacked in 1993,
some of the guilty were indicted, tried, convicted, and sent to prison. But the mat-

- ter was not settled. The terrorists were still training and plotting in other nations,

and drawing up more ambitious plans After'the chaos and carnage of September
L1th, it is not-enough to serve our enemies with legal papers. The terrorists and
their supporters declared war on the United States —and war is what they got. ‘

Some in this chamber, and in our country, did not support the hberatlon of '

. Iraq. Objections to war often come from prmcnpled motives.. But let us be can-
-did ﬁbout the consequences of leaving Saddam Hussein in power. We aré seeking

all the facts — already the Kay Report identified dozens of weapons of mass..
destruction-related program activities and significant amounts of equipment that
[raq. concealed from the United Natibns. Had we failed to act, the dictator’s
weapons of mass destruction programs would continue to this day. Had we failed
to act, Security Council resolutions on Iraq would have been revealed as empty
threats, weakening the United Nations and encouraging defiance by dictators -
around the world. Iraq’s torture chambers would still be filled with victims — ter-
rified and innocent. The killing fields of Iraq — where hundreds of thousands of
men, women;-and children vanished into the sands — would still be known only to

_ the killers. -For all who love freedom and peace, the world without dedam

Hussein’s regime is'a better and safer place.”

" Some critics have said our duties in Iraq must be internationalized. This
particular criticism is hard to explam to our partners in Britain, Australia, Japan,
South Korea, the Phlhppmes, Thailand, Italy, Spain, Poland, Denmark, Hungary,
Bulgaria, Ukraine, Romania, the Netherlands, Norway, El Salvador, and the 17
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“other countries that have committed troops to Iraq. As we debate at home, we

must never ignore the vital contributions of our international partners, or dismiss
 their sacrifices. From the beginning, America has sought international support. -

for operations in Afghanistan and Iraq, and we have gained much support. There
is a difference, however, between leading a coalmon of many nations, and submit-
tingto the ob)ectlons of a few. America will never seek a permission slip to defend
the security of our people.

“We also hear doubts that democracy is a tealistic goal for the greater Mlddle
East, where freedom is rare. Yet it is mistaken, and condescending, to assume that

whole cultures and great religions are incompatible with liberty and self-govern- ‘

ment. [ believe that God has planted-in every heart the desire to live in freedom.
And even when that desire is crushed by tyranny for decades, it will rise again.
As long as the Middle East remains a place of tyranny, despair, and anger, it
will continue to produce men and movements that threaten the safety of America
and our friends. So America is pursuing a forward strategy of freedom in the
greater Middle East. We will challenge the enemies of reform, con(rom the allies
of terror, and expect a higher standard from our friends. To cut through the bar-
riers. of hateful propaganda, the Voice of America and other broadcast services
are expanding their programming in Arabic and Persian — and soon, a new tele-
vision 4 Yice ‘will begin providing reliable news and information across the
region. T will sénd you a proposal to double the budget of the National
Endo nt for Democracy, and to focus its new work on the development of

free elections, free markets, free press,énd free labor unions in the Middle East. - -
And above all, we will finish the historic work of democracy in Afghanistan and .
Iraq, so those nations can light the way for others, and help transform a troubled

part of the world.
America is a Nation with a mission —and that mission comes from our most
basic beliefs. We have no desire to dominate, no ambitions of empire. Our aim is

a democratic peace - a peace founded
and woman. America acts in this b@u
understand our special calling: This ¥feaf DypL publig will lead the'cause of tleedom
In these ‘last three years, adyersily thag/also revealed the fundamental
strengths of the American economy.

ist attack, and corporate scandals, and the uncertginties of war.- And because you

acted to stimulate our économy with tax relief, this economy is stronb, and g grow-

in g strong,cr :

~ You have doubled the child tax credit from 500 to a thousand do]lars‘,
reduced the marriage penalty, begun to phasefout the death tax, reduced taxes on
capital gains and stock dividends, cut taxes off small businesses, and you have low-

_ered taxes for every Américan who pays incgme taxes. "

lignity and rights of every man-

eCome through recession;and terror-
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‘Americans took those dollars and put them to work, driving this economy
forward. The pace of economic growth in the third quarter of 2003 was the fastest
_in nearly 20 years. New home construction: the highest in almost 20 years. 'Home

ownership rates: the highest ever. Manufacturing activity is increasing. Inflation
is low. Interest rates are low. Expons are growing. Productlvxty is high. And jobs
are on the rise.

These numbers confirm- that the American people ate using their money far
better than government would have — and you were right to return it.

' _ America’s growing economy is-also a changing economy. As technology

. transforms the way almost eyesy job is done, America becomes more productive,,
and workers need. new skil@uch of our job growth will be found in high-
skilled fields like health care* biotechnology. So we must respond by helping
more Americans gain the skills to find good jobs in our new economy.

All skills begin ‘with the basics of reading and math, which are supposed
to be learned in the early grades of our schools. Yet for too long, for too many-,
children, those skills were never mastered. By passing the No Child Left Behind
Act, you have made the expectation of literacy the law of our country, We are
providing more funding for our schools —a 36 percent increase since 2001 We,
are requiring higher standards. We are regularly testing every child on the fun-
damentals. We are 1ep01t1ng results to parents, and making sure they have bet-
ter options when schools are not perfomung We are making plogless toward
excellence for every child. ‘

But the status quo always has defenders. Some want to undermine the No
‘Child Left Behind Act by weakening standards and accountability. Yet the results
we require are really a matter of common sense: - We expéct third gradefsto read
and do math at third grade level = and that is not asking too much. Testing is the
only way to identify and help students who are falling behind.

This Nation will not go back to-the days of simply shuffling children alongJ
from ‘grade to grade without them learning the basics. I refuse to give up on any
child - and the No Child Left Behind Act is openmg the dogr of opportumty to
all of America’s children: .

© At the same time, we must ensure that older students and adults can gain
the skills they need to find work now. Many of the fastest-growing occupations
require_strong math and science’ preparation, and training beyond the high :

“school level. So tonight I propose a series of measures called Jobs for the 2lst -
Century. This program will provide extra help to middle- and high school stu-
dents who fall behind in reading and math, expand-Advanced Placement pro-
grams it low-income schools, and invite math and science professionals from the
private sector to teach part-time in our high schools: I propose larger Pell Grants
for students who prepare for college with demanding courses in high school. T
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" the opportunity to build a nest egg by saving part of their-Social Secuiity taxes in
a personal retirement accourit. We. should make the Social Securltv system a

“on foreign sources of energy,

propose increasing our support for America’s Fl)c community colleges, $o they

can train workers for the industries that are creating the most new jobs. By all
these actions, we will help more and more Americans to join in the growmg pros-‘ ‘

perity of our country.

‘Job training is important, and 5o is job creation. We must continue to pur--.

sue an aggressive, pro-growth economic agenda. , :
Congress has some unfinished business on the issue of taxes: The tax reduc-
tions you passed are sel to expire. Unless you act, the unfair tax on marriage will

- go back up. Unless you act, millions of families will be charged 300 dollars more -

in Federal taxes for every child. Unless you act, small businesses will pay higher
taxes. Unless you act, the death tax will eventually come back to life. Unless you

act, Americans face a tax increase. What the Congress has given, the Congress .

should not take away: For the sake of job growth, the tax cuts you passed should
be permanent.’ .

Our agenda for jobs and glowth must’ help small business owners and

- employees with relief from needless Federal regulation, and protect them from

junk and frivolous lawsuits. Consumers and businesses need reliable supplies of

. energy to make our economy run — so' I urge you to pass legislation to modernize

our electricity system, prom/(a;?/c; conservation,-and make America less dependent
y Administration is promoting free and fair trade,

_to open up new markets for America’s entrepreneurs, and manufacturers, and -

farmers, and to create jobs for America’s workers. Younger workers should have,

source of ownership for the American people.
And we should limit the burden of g government on this economy by acting’
as good stewards of taxpayer dollars.: In two weeks, I will send 'you a budget that

funds. the war, protects the homeland, and meets important domestic needs,

while limiting the growth in discretionar-y spending to less than four . percent.
This will require that Congress focus on priorities, cut wasteful spending, and be
wise with the people’s money. By doing so, we can cut the deficit in h"llf over the

e next five years.

Tonight I also ask you to re(orm our 1mm10rat10n laws, so: they reﬂect our
values and benefit our economy. I propose a new temporary worker program to

match willing foreign workers with willing employers, when no Americans can be -
found to fill the job. This reform will be good for our economy = because employ-" -

ers will find needed workers in an honest and orderly system. A temporary work-

er program will help protect our homeland ~ allowing border patrol and law -
-enforcement to focus on true threats to our national security. I oppose amnesty,

becauise it would encourage further illegal immigration, and unfairly reward those
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who break our laws. My temporary worker program will preserve the citizenship
path for those who respect the law, while bringing millions of hardworking men
and women out from the shadows of Amierican life. :

Our Nation’s health care system, like our economy, is also in a time of
change. Amazing medical technologies are improving and savihg lives. This dra-
matic progress has brought its own challenge, in the rising costs of medical care
and health insurance. Memberé of Congress, we must work together to help con- -
trol those costs and extend the benefits of modern medicine throughout our
country. :

Mecting these goals requires bxparhsan cffort — and two months ago, you,

-showed the way. By strcng,thcmng, Medicare and adding a prescription drug ben- -

efit; you kept a basic commitment to our seniors: You are giving them the mod— ‘
ern medicine they deserve..

" Starting this year, under the law you passed, seniors can choose to receive a
drug discount card, saving them 10 to 25 percent off the retail price of most pre-
scription drugs — and millions of low-income seniors can get an additional 600
“dollars to buy medicine. Beginning next year, seniors will have new coverage for
preventive screenings against diabetes and heart disease, and seniors just entering
Medicare can receive wellness exams. L ‘

~ In January of 2006, seniors can get prescription drug coverage under
Medicare. For a monthly premium of about 35 dollars, most seniors who do not
have that coverage todayv-ca'n expect to see their drug bills cut roughly in half.
Under this reform, senior citizens will be able to keep their Medicare just as it is;
or they can choose 'a Medicare plan that fits them best — just as-you, as Members
of Congress, can choose an insurance plan that meets your needs, And starting

this year, millions of Americans will be able to save money tax-free for their med-

ical expenses, in a health savings account.
[ signed this measure proudly, and any attempt to 11m1t the Lholccs of our-

- seniors, or to take away their prescription drug coverage under Medicare, will
~ meet - my.veto.

On the critical issué of health care, our goal is to ensure that Amerlcms can
choose and afford private health care coverage that best fits-their individual
needs. To make insurance more affordable, Congress must act to address rapid-
ly rising health care costs. Small business‘es‘ehou'ld be able to band together and
negotiate for lower insurance rates, so they can cover more workers with health
insurance - [-urge you to pass Association Health Plans. 1 ask you to give lower-
income Americans a refundable tax credit that would allow millions to buy their
own basic health insurance. By computerizing health records, we can avoid dan-.
gerous medical mistakes, reduce costs, and improve care. To protect the doctor-
patient relationship, and keep good doctors doing good work; we must eliminate
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wasteful and frivolous medical lawsuits. And tomg,ht I propose that 1nd1v1duals
who buy catastrophic health' care coverage, as part-of our new health savings

accounts, be allowed to deduct 100 percent of the premiums from their taxes.

A government-run health care system is the wrong prescription. By keeping
costs under control, expanding access, and helping moirevAine'rican,s afford cover-
age, we will preserve the system of private medicine that makes America’s health
care the best in the world. B : ' o

We are hvmg in a time of great d1ange ~ in our world, in our economy, and

. in science and medicine. th some things endure — courage and compassion, rev-

erence and integrity, respect for differences of faith and race. The values we try to
live by never change. And they are instilled in us by fundamental institutions,
such as families, and schools, and religious congregations. These institutions — the
unseen plllars of civilization ~ must remain strong m,Am\euca, and we will defegd
them.

‘We must stand with our families to he]p them raise healthy, responsible chil-’

_dren. And when it comes to helping thldren make right choices, there is work for -

all of us to do. ,

One of the wmst decisions our chlldlcn can make is to bamble their lives and R
futures on drugs. Our government is helping parcnts confront this problem, with
aggressive education, treatment, and law enforcement. Drug use in high school
has declined by 11 percent over the past two years. Four hundred thousand fewer

young people are using illegal drugs than in the year 2001. In my budget, I have

proposed new funding to continue our aggressive, community=based strategy to.

* reduce demand for illegal drugs. Drug testing in our schools has proven to be an

effective patt of this effort. So tonight I propose an additional 23 mi]liorll" dollars =
for schools that want to use drug testing as a tool tosave childlcn’ lives. Theaim

“here is not to punish children, but to send them this mcssag,c We love you, and

we don’t want to lose you.

To help children make right chmces, they need ‘good examples Athletxcs
play such an important role in.our society, but, unfortunately, some in profession-
al sports are not setting much of an example, The use of performarnce- -enhancing
drugs like steroids in baseball, footln]l, and other sports is dangerous, and it sends
the wrong message — that there are shortcuts to accomplishment, and that per-
formance is more important than character. So tonight I call on team owners,
union rcprcscntatlvcs, coaches, and players to take the lead, to send the right 515—

nal to get toug,h and to get rid of steroids now. : S

“To encourage right choices, we must be willing to confront. the dangers -
young people face = even when they are difficult to talk about. Each year, about

~ three million teenagers contract sexually transmitted diseases that can harm
‘them, or kill them, or prevent them from ever becoming parents. In my budget,
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‘I propose a grassroots campaign to help inform families about these medical
risks. ‘We will double Federal funding for abstinence programs, so-schools can
"teach this fact of life: - Abstinence for young people.is the only certain way to
avoid sexually transmitted diseases. Decisions children make now can affect
“their health and character for the rest'of their lives. All of us — parents, schools,
government — must work together to counter the negative influence of the.cul-
‘ture, and to send the right messages to our children. ST

A strong America must also value the institution of marriage. 1 believe we
should respect individuals as we take a principled stand for one of the most fun-
“ damental, enduring institutions of our ¢ivilization. Congress has already takena
stand en this issue- by passing the Defense of Marriage Act, signed in 1996 by -.
Premdent Clinton. That statute protects marriage under Federal law as the-union =
of aman and a woman, and declares that one state- ‘may not redefine mar riage for
other states. Activist judges, however, have begun redeﬁmng marriage by court
order, without regard for the will of the people and their elected representatives,
On an issue of such great consequence, the people’s voice must be heard. If judges
insist on forcing their arbitrary will upon the.people, the only alternative left to
the people would be the constitutional prdcess. Our Nation must defend the
sanctity of marriage. ‘

The outcome of this debate is important — and s0-is the way we conduct it.

~ The same moral tradition that defines marriage also teaches that each 1nd1v1dual
" has dignity and value in God’s sight.

It is also important to strengthen our communities by unleashmg the com- -
passmn of America’s religious institutions. Religious charities of every creed are
doing some of the most vital work in our country — meéntoring children, feeding
the hungry, taking the hand of the lonely. :Yet government has often denied social -
service grants and contracts to these g groups, just becausé they have 4 cross or Star

-of David or crescent on the wall. By Executive Order, | have opened billions of . -
dollars in grant money to competition that mcludes faith-based charities. Tomght

I ask you to codify this into law, so people of falth can know that the law will never
discriminate agamst them again.

In the past, we have worked together to bring-mentors to the chlldren of

_ prisoners, and pr0v1de treatment for the addicted, and help for the homeless.
. Tonight I ask you to consider another group of Americans in need of help. This -

year, some 600,000 inmates will be released from prison back into society. We..
know from long experience that if they can’t find work, or a home, or help, they

are much more likely to commit more crimes and return to prison. So tonight, T
‘proposé a four-year, 300 million dollar Prisoner Re-Entry Initiative to expand job

training and placement services, to provide transitional housing, and to help

_.mewly released prisoners get mentoring, including from faith-based grbups.
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America is the land of the second chance — and when the gates of the prison open,
the path ahead should lead to a better life, »

For all Americans, the last three years have brought tests we did not ask for,
and achievements shared by all. By our actions, we have shown what kind of
Nation we are. In grief, we found the grace to go on. In challenge, we rediscov-
ered the courage and daring of-a free people. In victory, we have shown the noble ‘
aims and good heart of America. And having come this far, we sense that we live
m a time set apart.

' have been a witness to the character of the- Amcrlcan pcople, who have
shown calm in times of danger, compassion for one another, and toughhess for
the long haul. All of us have been partners in a great enterprise.. And even some
of the youngest understand that we are living in historic times. Last month a girl
in Lincoln, Rhode Island, sent me a letter. It began, “Dear George W. Bush.” “If
there is-anything you know, [ Ashley Pearson age 10 can do to help anyone, please
send me a letter and tell me what I can do to save our country.” She added this
P.S.: “If you can send a letter to the tloops . please put, ‘Ashley Pearson believes
in you.” : '

Tonight, Ashley, your message to our troops has just been conveyed. “And
yes, you have some duties yourself, Study hard in school, listen to your mom and
dad, help someone in'need, and when you and your friends see a man or woman
in uniform, say “thank you” And while you do your part, all of us here in this
great chamber will do our best to keep you and the rest of America safe and free:

My fellow citizens, we now move forward, with confidence and faith. Our

“Nation is strong and steadfast. The cause we serve is right, because it is the cause

of all mankind. The momentum of freedom in our world is unmistakable — and
it is not carried forward by our power alone. We can'trust in that greater power
Who guides the unfolding of the years. 'And in all that is to come, we can know
that His purposes are just and true. : ’ »
May God bless the United States of America.
. Thank you.
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