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that all parties involved re aware of what is expected in. the flow of events. They are looking to me for direction 
onJhe fill. in thE? .blank as far as sign off. This wouldbe Brett would it not? Please review this with those involved 
in your offices and I me know if there is indeed. anything missing that I should be aware of in the approval . 
process. With · · ,being a Holiday (for most people) I know we will all hit the road run.riingJu'escjay. Thank.s 
for any input. Do you,know what role Communications has in this process?? Thanks Donna ·· · · 
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From: Gottshall, Donna B. 

·Sent: Thursday, January 15, 2004 12:47 PM 

To: Torgerson, Karin B. 

Subject:•· Please review 

Karin, I ask the graphics dept to give me a step bystep of how the text for the State Of The Union is handled so 
that all parties involved are aware of what is expected in the flow ofevents. They are looking to me for direction . 
on the fill in the blanks as far as sign off. This would be Brett would it not? Please review this with those involved 

·in your offices and let me know if there is indeed anything missing that I should be aware of in the approval 
process. With Friday being a Holiday (for most people) I know we will all hit theroadrunning Tuesday. Thanks 
for any input. ·Do you know what role Communication.s has in this process?? Thanks Donna 

Tuesday . . . . •· ·.· · ..... ·. . . . · . .. . . ..• .. · .. · 
FinaJ text of speech e-mailed to Lisa Mahan in Word format no later than 12 noon. Tuesday (In order to get book 
printed and assembled) · · . · · · · . . . · . . 
Graphics will format the speech intobooklet pages and e-mail a PDF proof to . (This should take no more 
than45 minutes) · · 

. Proof reviewed and OK'd by . (\l'.l§_Wi!IJ1e?d thELQKvery_q11i<:::kJy) 
DAPS produces booklets and Leg. Affairs takes them to the Hill. 

Wednesday . . . . . . . 
Final edite.9.J?x1 of the as delivered speech e-mailed to Lisa Mahan in Word format. We will formafinto booklet 
pages and e-mail a PDF proof. Once approved, we will initiate printing process with GPO. · 
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'.,, 
.•... ····•··.····· Mr: •.. speaker, .. \t'i9~ ... Pr~?i9~11t (;heney,Mernl)~rngf Co11gress, 
distinguished guests, and fellow citizens: 

Ameri.ca this evening is a Nation called to great responsibilities. And 
we are rising to meet them. 

As we gather tonight, hundreds of thousands of American servicemen 
an,d women are deployed across the world in the war on terror. By bringing 
hope to the oppressed, and delivering justice to the violent, they are 
making America more secure.· · · 

. . . ' . . ' 
Each day, law enforcement personnel and intelligence officers are . 

tracking terrorist threats; analysts are examining airline passenger lists; the 
men and women of our new Homeland Security Department are patrolling 
our coasts and borders. And their vigilance is protecting America. 

Ame.ricans are proving once again to be the hardest working people. 
in the world. The American economy is growing stronger. The tax relief 
you passed is working. · 

Tonight, Members of Congress can take pride in greatworks of 
compassion andreform that skeptics had thoUght impossible. You are 
raising the standards of our public schools; ahd you are giving ollr senior 
citizens prescriptign drug coverage under Medicare. 

We have faced serious challenges together- and now we face a 
choice. We can goJorward with confidence an.d resolve- or we can tum 
back to the dangerous illusion that terrorists are notplotting and outlaw 
regimes are no threat to us. We can press on with economic growth, arid 
reforms in education and Medicare - or we can turn back to the old policies 
and old divisions. 

. We have not come all this way- through tragedy, and trial, and war"""'. 
only to falter arid leave our work unfinished. Americans are rising to the 
tasks of history, and they expect the same of us. In their efforts, their 
enterprise, and their character, the American people are showing that the 
state of our nion is confident an s ran . · 

Our greatest responsibility is the active defense. of the American 
people. Twenty~eightmonths have passed since September_11 1h,.2001 -

I· ~ .· 
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I over two years without an attack on American soil - and it is tempting to 
! believe that the danger is behind us. That hope is understandable, 
I . · comforting '--.and false. The killing has continued in Bali, Jakarta, 

Casablanca, Riyadh, Mombassa, Jerusalem, Istanbul, and Baghdad. The 
terrorists continue to plot against America and the civilized world. And by 
our will and courage, this danger will be defeated. 

Inside the United States, where the war began, we must continue to 
give homeland security and law enforcement personnel every tool they 
need to defend·us .. And one of those essential tools is the PATRIOT-Act, 

I which allows f.E3cjE3ral lci\f\/._enforc:E3rner1tt9 l:>E3tter- share informatiqr1, to trac:k 
terrorists, to:disrupt their cells, and to seize their assets. For years, we 
have used similar provisions to catch embezzlers and drug traffickers. If 
these methods are good for hunting criminals, they are even more 
important for hunting terrorists. Key provisions of the PATRIOT Act are set 
to expire next year. The terrorist threatwill not expire on that schedule. 
Our law enforcement needs this vital legislation to protect our citizens...,.. you 
need to renew the PATRIOTAct. 

America is on the offensive against the terrorists who started this war. 
Last March, Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, a mastermi11d of September 11th, 
awoke to find himself in the custody of u.s~ andPakistani authorities. Last 
August 11th broughtthe capture of the terrorist Hambali, who was a key 
player in the attack in Indonesia that killed over 200 people. We are 
tracking al-Qaida around the world - and nearly two-thirds of their known 
leaders .have now been captured or killed. Thousands of very skilled and 
determined military personnel are on a manliunt, going after the remaining 
killers who hide in cities and caves - and, one by one, we will bring the 
terroriststo justice. 

As part of the offensive against terror, we are also confronting the 
regimes that harbor and support terrorists, and could supply them with 
nuclear, chemical, or biological weapons. The United State? and our allies 
are determined: We refuse to live in the shadow of this ultimate danger. 

The first to see our determination were the Taliban, who made 
Afghanistan the primary training base of al-Qaida killers. As of this month,. 
that country has a new constitution; guaranteeing free elections and full 
participation by women. Businesses are opening, health care centers are 
being established, and the boys and girls of Afghanistan are backin school. ·· 

I , 
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With help from the new Afghan Army, our coalitio.n is leading aggressive 
raids against surviving members of the Taliban and al-Qaida. The men and 
women of Afghanistan are building a nation that is free, and proud, and 
fighting terror - and Am~rica is honored to betheirfriend. · · 

Since we last met in this chamber, combat forces of the United 
States, Great Britain, Australia, Poland, and other countries enforced the 
demands of the United Nations, ended the rule of Saddam Hussein - and 
the people of Iraq are free. Having broken the Baathist regime, we face a 
remnant of violent Saddam supporters. Men who ran away from our troops 
in battle are now dispersed and attack from the shadows. . . 

. ·These killers, joined by foreign terrorists, are a serious, continuing· 
danger. Yet we an~ making progress against them. The once all-powerful 
ruler of Iraq was found in a hole, and now sits in a prison celL Of.the top 55 

· officials of the former regime, we have captured cir killed 45. Our forces are 
on the offensive, leading over 1,600 patrols a day, and conducting an 
average of180 raids every week. We are dealingwith these thugs in Iraq, 
just as swely as we dealt with Saddam Hussein's evil regime. 

Jhe Work of building a new Iraq is hard, and it is right. And America 
· has always been willing to do what it takes for what is right. Last January,.·. 

Iraq's only law was the whim of one brutal man. Today our coalition is 
· working with the Iraqi Governing Council to draft a basic law, with a bill of 

rights. We are working with Iraqis and the United Nations to prepare for a 
transition to full Iraqi sovereignty by the end of June. As democracy takes 
hold. inJraq, the enemies of freedom will do all in their power to spread · · · 
violence and fear. They are trying to shake the will of our country and our 
friends - but the United States of America will never be intimidated by 
thugs and assassins. The killers will fail, and the Iraqi people Will live in 
freedom . 

. Month by month, Iraqis are assuming more responsibility for their own 
security andtheir own future. And tonightwe are honored to welcome one 
of Iraq's most respected leaders: the current Presidentof the Iraqi 
Governing Council, Ad nan Pachachi. Sir, America stands with you and the· 
Iraqi people ;:35 you build a free and peaceful nation. 

Because ofAmerican leadership and resolve, theworld is changing . 
for the better. Last month, the leader oflibya voluntarily pledged to ' 
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'snia~tle all of his regime's weapons of ~ass destruction ·. 
program ' ding a uranrum enrichment project for nuClear weapons. ,'· 
Colone dha . correctly judg·ed that his country would be betteroff, and 

·far mote · ure, without weapons of mass murder. Nine months of Intense 
. negotiations involving the United States and GreatBritain succeeded with 

· •·• Ubya,while 12 years<of diplomacy with Iraq did not And one reason is · 
clear: For diplomacy to be effective, words must.be ctedit>le - and no one · 
can now doubt the word of America. . . 

Different threats require different strategies. Along with nations in the 
· region, we are insisting that North Korea eliminate its nuclear program. 

America and the international community are demanding that Iran meet its ____ · ----"----- ____ . , 
.. I commitmeg.t~_Cl!'l~ __ ri9t~~-y_~l_9p_fl_~_<;:J_~-~r,~~~p_of1~: __ Al:D~f~~~_[~_~91]_1!1_i_~~~~-t9 _______ :- f Deleted;--:--- ~-,,- ., J. · 

.keeping thEfworld's most dangerous weapons out of the hands of the _. 
world's most dangerous regimes~ · 

. ' When I came to this rostrum on September 201h, 2001 _, I brdught the . . . · 
police shield of a fallen officer, my reminder of lives that ended; and a tasl< 
that does not end. I gave to you and to all Americans my complete . · · 

· commitment to securing our country and defeating our enemies. Andthis 
pledge, given by one, has been kept by many. You inthe Congress have 
provided the resources for our· defense, and castthe difficult votes of war ·· 
and peace. Our closestallies have been unwavering: America's · 

' intelligence personnel and diplomats have be.en skilled and tireless. 

Ano the men· and. women of the American military;,,. they hc:lve taken 
- thehardest duty. We have seen th,eir s_kill and courage in armored ·. 
· charges, and midnight raids, and lonely hours on faithful watch: We have. 

seen the joy when they return, and felt the. sorrow when one is ,lost. I have 
· h~d the honor of meeting our servicemen and vvomen at many posts, fro"' . 

the deck of a carrier in the Pacific, to a mess hall in Baghdad. Many of our • ' 
· troops are listening tonight. And I want you and your families. to know: . 

America is proud of you. And my Administration, arid this Congress, w!ll 
.give you the resources you need to fight and winthe war on terror.' " ' ' 

· I know.that some people question if America is really in aw~r at alL 
· They view terrorism more as a crime ....; a problem to .be so.lved mainly with . 

law enforcement and indictments. After the Wo.rldTrade>Center was first . 
attacked in 1993, some of the guilty were indicted, tried, conyicted, arid -
sentto prison. Butthe matter was not settled. The terrorists were still.· 

' .. ··, 
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training and plotting in other nations, and drawing up more ambitious plans. 
After the chaos and carnage of September 11 1h, it is not enough to serve 
our enemies with legal papers. The terrorists and their supporters declared 
war on the United States - and war is what they got. 

Some in this chamber, and in our country, did not support the -
liberation of Iraq. Objections to war often come from principled motives. 
But let us be candid about the consequences of leaving Saddam Hussein 
in power. We are seeking all the facts - already the Kay Report identified 
dozens of weapons of mass destruction-related program activities and 
significant amounts of equipment that Iraq concealed from the United 
Nations. Had we failed to act, the dictator's weapons of mass destruction 
programs would continue to this day. Had we failed to act, Security Council 
resolutions on Iraq would have been revealed as empty threats, weakening 
the United Nations and encouraging defiance by dictators around the worl_d. 
Iraq's torture chambers would still be filled with victims..., terrified and 
innocent The killing fields of Iraq - where hundreds of thousands of men, 
women, and children vanished into the sands - would still be known only to 
the killers. For all who love freedom and peace, the world without Saddam 
Hussein's regime is a better and safer place. -

Some critics have said our duties in Iraq must be internationalized. -
This particular criticism is hard to explain to our partners in Britain, 
Australia, Japan, South Korea, the Philippines, Thailand, Italy, Spain, 
Poland, Denmark, Hungary, Bulgaria, Ukraine, Romania, the Netherlands, 
Norway, El Salvador, and the 17 other countries that have committed 
troops to Iraq. As we debate at home, we must never ignore the vital 
contributions of our international partners, or dismiss their sacrifices._ From -
the beginning, America has sought international support for operations in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, and we have gained much support, There is a 
difference, however, between leading a coalition of many nations, and 
submitting to the objections ofa few. America will never seek a permission 
slip to defend the security of our people. -

_ _ We als.o hear doubts that democracy is a realistic goal for the greater 
Middle East, where freedom is rarE?._Yetit is mistaken, and condescending; 
to assume that whole cultures and great religions are incompatible with 
liberty and self-government. I believe that God has planted in every heart 
the desire to live in freedom. And even when that desire is crushed by 
tyranny for decades, it will rise again. 

I. 
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As .long as the Middle East remains a place of tyranny, despair, and 
anger, it will continue to produce men and movements that threaten the .. 
safety ofAmerica and our friends. So America is pursuing a forward 
strategy of freedom in the greater Middle East. We will challenge the 
enemies of reform, confront the allies of terror, and expect a higher 
stC:indard from our friends. To cut through the barriers of hateful 
propaganda, the Voice of America and other broadcast services are 
expanding their programming in Arabic and Persian - and soon, anew 
television service will begin providing reliable news and information across 
the region. ·.1 will send you a proposal to double the budget of the National 
Endowment for Democracy, and to focus its newwork on the development 
of free elections, free' markets, free press, and free labor unions in the 
Middle East. And above all, we will finish the historic work of democracy in .. 
Afghanistan and Iraq, so those nations can light the way for others, and 
help transform a troubled parfof the world. 

America is a Nation with a mission - and that mission comes from our 
most basic beliefs. We have no desire to dominate, no ambitions of 
empire. Our aim is a democratic peace -a peace founded upon thedignity 

• and rights of every man and woman. America acts in this cause with 
friends and allies at our side, yet we understand our special calling: This 
greatrepublic will lead the cause offreedom. 

In these last three years, adversity has also revealed the fundamental 
strengths of the American economy. w·e have come through recession, 
and terrorist attack, and corporate scandals, and the uncertainties of war . 

. And because you acted to stimulate our economy withtax relief, this 
economy is strong, and growing stronger. 

You have doubled the child tax credit from 500 to a thousand dollars, 
reduced the marriage penalty, begun to phase out the death tax, reduced 
taxes on capital gains and stock dividends, cut taxes on ·small businesses, 
and you have lowered taxes for every American who pays income taxes. 

Americans took those dollars.and put them to work, driving this 
economy forward. The pace of economic growth in the third quarter of 

· 2003 was the fastest in nearly 20 years. New home constructiorr th.e 
highesfin almost 20 years. Home ownership rates: the highest ever. 

i ' 
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Manufacturing activity is increasing .. Inflation islow. lnterestrates are low. 
· Exports.are growing, Productivity Is high. And jobs are on the rise. 

. These numbers confirm that the American people are using their 
money far better than govern merit would have...., and you were right to 
return it: ... ·.· · 

· .. · .. ·· .. • . . . . '· . .' 

.SI(~ : /America's growing economy is also a cha~ging ~conomy'..::As •. · .... 
::s· :technology transforms theway almost every job isdone, Americabecom~s· 

more productive,andworkers need new skills. Much ofourjob growth will 
be)c;>und: in high-skilled fields like health care and biotechnology.·. So we 
must respond by helping more Americans gain the .skills to find good jobs in our new economy. · ·· · · 

' ... · 

• , .... f 

·.All ski.us begin with the t>asics of reading and math, which are. 
supposed to be learned in the early grades ·of our schools. Yet forto6 long; .. "· 
for fo() many children, those skills were never mastered. By passing the No 
Child L:eft 13ehind Act, you have made the expectation of literacy the law.of · ·· -" 
our country, We are providing more funding for our-schools-:- a 36percent · 
incre(lse since .2001: We are requiring higher standards .. We are regularly 

· . testing every child on the fundamentals .. We are _reporting results to · · 
. parents; and making sure they have better options when schools are not . 
p.erforri1il1g. We are making progress toward excellence for every child, · · 

, . . . . ... . •, 

•. 

.... · 
/ ... ·; 

-~. 

'.:, 

• .. But the statu~ quo always has defenders. Sorl1~Want. to undermine - . ~. -
the No Child Left Behind Act by weakening standards and accountability. · 
Yet the results V:Je require are really a matter of common sense: ·we expect .· ~ 

· .. third graders to read and .do math at third grade level - and that is riot · . . .. 
as~ing to<;> rnuch. Testing is the only way to identify.and help students who· .. 
are tailing behi.~cj. · · · · · · · · " .· · 

\. This Nationwill not go back to the days ()fsimpl/shuffling children 
along frorn grade·to grade without them learning the basics. I refuse to 

. giveup oil any child ..... and the No Child Left Behind Act is opening the door 
of opportunity to all of America's children. · · -

'. : .... ' 

..... 

. Atthe same ti~e, we must ensure that .01der st~cien.ts and aciuits can·.·.··.·.···. 
gain the skiHsthey need to find work now. Many of the fastest-growing·· · 

,.. 

.·· ... 

'". ;· 

;· . 

. OCCUpations require strong math and·SCience: preparation, and training 
beyond the high school level. So tonight I propose a series of measures .· ... )_oe_ie_te_d:_13,--11 __ -'---'---'-•·~; 
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called Jobs for the 21st Century. 0 This program will provide extra help to 
middle- and high school students who fall behind in reading and math, 
expand Advanced Placement programs in low-income schools, and invite 
math and science professionals from the private sector to teach part-time in :: 
our high schools. I propose larger Pell Grants for students who prepare for 
college with demanding courses in high school. I propose increasing our 
support for America's fine community colleges, so they can train workers 
for the industries that are creating the most new jobs; By all these actions; 
we will help more and more Americans to join in the growing prosperity of. 
our country; · · 

Job training is important, and so is job creation. We must continue to 
pursue an aggressive, pro-growth economic agenda. 

Congress has some unfinished business on the issue of taxes, The . 
tax reductions you passed are set to expire. Unless you act, the unfairtax 
on m9rriage will go back up: Unless you act, millions of families.will be · 
charged ·300 dollars more.ir!f.~tjerciLtaxe5fore\Jeryc;hilcj.~ ....... LJnlessY9l.l a¢t, .. 
small businesses Will pay higher taxes. Unless you act, the death tax will 
eventually come back to life. Unless you act, Americans face.a tax 
increase. What the Congress has given, the Congress should nottake 

. away: For the sake of job growth, the tax cuts you passed should be 
permanent. · 

...•.. . Ouragenda forjobs and growth myst help small businessowriers · 
and employees with relief from needlessf.ecjeral r~gulati9nLcind protect 
them from junk and frivolous lawsuits. Consumers and businesses need 
reliable supplies of energy to make our economyrun - so I urge you to 

--

pass legislation to modernize our electricity systern, promote conservation, - . 
and make America less dependent on foreign sources of energy. My 
Administration is promoting free and. fair trade, to open up· new markets for . 
America's entrepreneurs, and manufacturers, and farmers, and to create · 
jobs for America's workers. Younger workers should have the opportunity 
to build a nest egg by saving part oftheir Social Security taxes in a 
personal retirement account. We should make the Social Security system ... 
a source of ownership for the American people. 

' . ., 

And we shoUld limit the burcjenof government on this economy by 
acting as good stewards of taxpayer dollars. In two weeks; I will .send you 
a budgetthat funds the war, protects the homeland, .and meets important · 
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domestic needs, while limiting the growth in discretionary spending to less . 
, , 

than four percent. This will require that Congress focus on priorities, cut 
wasteful spending, and be wise with the people's money. By doing so, we • 
can cut the deficit in half over the next five years. 

Tonight I also ask you to reform our immigration laws, so they reflect 
our values and benefit our economy. I propose a new temporary worker 
program to match willing foreign workers with willing employers, when no 
Americans can be found to fill the job. This reform will be good for our 
economy - because employers will find needed workers in an honest and 
orderly system. A temporary worker program will help protect our 
homeland - allowing border patrol and law enforcement to focus on true 
threats to our national security. I oppose amnesty, because it would . 
encourage further illegal immigration, and unfairly reward those who break 
our laws. My temporary worker program will preserve the citizenship path 
for those who respect the law, while bringing millions of hardworking men " 
and women out from the shadows of American life. ~. 

Our Nation's health care system, like our economy, is also in a time ... _ 
. of change. Amazing medical technologies are improving and saving lives. 

This dramatic progress has brought its own challenge, in the rising costs of 
medical care and health insurance. Members of Congress, we must work 
together to help control those costs and extend .the benefits of modern · 
medicine throughout our country. 

Meeting these goals requires bipartisan effort - and two months ago, 
you showed the way. By strengthening Medicare and adding a prescription 
drug benefit, you kept a basic commitment to our seniors: You are giving 
them the modern medicine they deserve, · 

Starting this year, under the law you passed, seniors can choose to 
receive a drug discount card, savihg them 10 tb 25 percent off the retail 
price of most prescription drugs - and millions of low-income seniors can 
get an. additional 600 dollars to buy medicine. Beginning next year, seniors 
will have new coverage for preventive screenings against diabetes and 

· heart disease, and seniors just entering Medicare can receive wellness 
exams. 

In January of 2006, seniors can get prescription drug coverage under 
Medicare. For a monthly premium of about 35 dollars, most seniors who 
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do not have that coverage today can expect to se·e their d~ug bills cut 
· · roughly::in ~alt.. Under this reform, senior citizens will be able to.keep their •, 
. Medicare just as it is, or they can choose. a Medicare plan that fits them .. · · · _ 

best""'." just as you, as Members of Congress, can choose an insurance plah 
.· that meets your needs. And starting this year, millions of Americans will be . 

·able to save money tax-free for their medical expenses, .in a health savings 
account. . . . . . 

I signed this measure proudly, and any attempt to limitthe choices.of "' 
our seniors, orto take away thefr prescription drug coverage under · · •. · 
Medicare; will meet my veto. · 

. . o'n the critic~I issue of health care, our goal is to ensure that .. '. 
Americans can choose and afford private health care coverage that. best 
fits their ir:ldividual needs. To make insurance more affordable, Congress ·· ... 
must .act to add.ress rapidly rising health care costs. Small businesses 
should be able to· band together and negotiate fc:ir lower insurance rates .. 50 -: · 
they can cover. more workers with health insurance -- I urge you to pass . 
AssoCiation Health Plans. I ask you to give lower .. fncome Americans a . . , .... 
refundable tax creditthat would allow millions to buy their own basic hea.ltlT .· ... · · ·· · 
insurance. By computerizing health records, we can avoid dangerous · · · .... ·. ·. 
medical rri'istakes,reduce costs, and improve care. to protect the do.ctor'." · : 
patient relationship, and keep good doctors doing good work, we mu sf · 
ellmlnate wa5tefuland frivolous medical.lawsuits; And.tonight I propose· 
that inqividuals Who buy catastrophic health care coverage, as part of our _. 

·. newhealth savings accounts, be allowed to dedud 100 percent of the ~ ~.·· 
premiums from their taxes; ·. · .· · · ·. · 

A governmE;mt-run health care system is tbe wrong pres~ription. By· 
keeping t·osts under control, expanding access; and helping more . 

· . Americans afford coverage, we will preserve the system of private medicine· ... ..,..-: 
that makes America;s health care the best in the world. 

. . . 

. We ate living in atirtre qf great change - in'our wqrld, in our .. 
economy, ari:d in science and medicine,· Yet some things endure·:..:. 

.,. 

courage and compassion, reverence and integritY-, respect for differences . _ 
offaith and race .. The values we try to" live by never change: And they are ·' 
instilled in us by fundamental institutions, such as families, and school$, · 

. and religious congregations. These institutions -.the unse~n pillars of 
· . civilizatio.n -.rriust remain strong in America, and we.will deferidthem. ,>:\ peleted: 13ti · . 

... · .............. : .......... · ... -.-·-.- ................................................................................... .. 

. ·· 

.. :~ · ... 

.. ~ ... 

.i ... ··: 

•.:·. 



We must stand with our families to help them raise healthy, 
responsible children. And when it comes to helping children make right 
choices, there is work for all .of usto do. 

One of the worst decisions our children can make is to gamble their 
lives and futures on drugs. Our government is helping parent$ confront this 
problem, with aggressive education, treatment, and law enforcement. Drug 
use in. high school has declined by 11 percent over the past two years. 
Fqur hundred thousand fewer young people are using illegaldrugs than in 
the year 2001. In my budget, I have proposed new funding to continue our 
. aggressive, community-based strategy to reduce demand for illegal drugs. • 
Drug testing in our schools has proven to be an effective part of this effort. 
So tonight I propose an additional 23 million dollars for schools that want to -
use drugtesting as a tool to ·save children's lives. The aim here is not to 
punish children, but to send them this message: We Tove you, andwe 
dor;i't want to lose you. · 

To help children make right choices, they need good examples. 
Athletics play such an important role in our society, but, unfortunately, 
some in professional sports are not setting much of an example. The use ------~·-·-· -, 
of p~P'Prm·ance:;.enhc:lll<;i!lQ.,d.r~g!?_J_ik~ .. s.t~r()ids in IJc:l~elJa.1.1.,,.fe>C>tlJ.a.1_1J .. C1119 _ .·· ·1'."'~D_ei_et_ed_: -~----
other sports is dangerous, and it sends the wrong message - that there are .. 
shortcuts, to accomplishment, and that performance is more important than -. 
character. So tonight I call on team owners, union representatives, 
coaches, and players to take the lead, to send the right signal, to get tough, · 
and to get rid of steroids now. 

·To encourage right choices, we must be willing to confront the · 
dangers young people face - even when they are difficult to talk about. 
Each year, about three million teenagers contract sexually transmitted 
diseases that can harm them, or kill them, or preventthem from ever 
becoming parents. In r:ny budget, I propose a grassroots campai,gn to help~ 

I inform families about these medical risks: We will doublef.~(:teralfunding • ~ .· 
for abstinence programs, so schools can teach thisfact of life: Abstinence - ~ 
for young people is the only certain way to avoid sexually transmitted 

·diseases .. Decisions children make now can affect their health and 
character for the rest of their lives. All of us - parents, schools, _ 
government - must work together to counter the negative influence of the 
culture, and to send the right messages to ourchildren. -

I • 
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A strong America must also value the institution of marriage. 1 · 

believe we should respect individuals as we take a principled stand for one 
of the most fundamental, enduring institutions of our civilization. Congress 
has already taken a stand on this issue bypassing the Defense of Marriage 
Act, signed i111996 by President Clinton: That statute protects marriage 
und~r'.E,ederal .lalJll 9s the union of 9 man and a W()rnan, and cj~clares that . 
one state may not redefine marriage for other states. Activist judges, 
however, have begun redefining marriage by court order, without regard for 
the will of the people and their elected representatives. On an issue of· ,· 
such great consequence, the people's voice must be heard. If judges insist -
on forcing their arbitrary will upon the people, the only alternative left to the .... 
people would be the.constitutional process. Our Nation must defend the · 

· sanctity of marriage. 

The outcome of this debate is important - and so is the way we 
conduct it. The same moral tradition that defines marriage also teaches 
that each in.dividual has dignity and value in God's sight. · .... ...,.:. ,., 

It is also important to strengthen our communities by unleashing the 
compassion of America's religious institutions. Religious charities of every .. 
creed are doing sqme of th~ most vital work in our country - mentoring 
children, feeding the hungry, taking the hand of the lonely. Yet gov~rnment 
has often denied social service grants and contracts to these groups, just 
because they have a cross or Star of David or crescent on the wall. By 
Executive Order, I have opened billions of dollars in grant money to 
competition that includes faith-basedcharities .. Tonight I ask you to codify 
th.is into law, so people offaith can know that the law will never discriminate · ·"" 
against thernagain. ' 

· In the past, we have worked together to bring mentors to the children -
· of prisoners, and provide treatment for the addicted, and help for the 

homeless. ·Tonight I ask you to consider another grou'p ofAmericansin · 
need of help. This year, some 600,000 inmates will be released from __ 
prison back into society. We know from long experience that if they can't 
find work, or a home, or help, they are much more likely to commit more 
cr.imes and return to prison. So tonight, I propose a four-year, 300 million 
dollar Prisoner Re-Entry Initiative to expand job training and placement 
services, to provide transitional housing, and to help newly released 
prisoners get mentoring, including from faith-based groups. America is the 

I • 
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Message 

Torgerson, Karin B. 

From: Michel, Chri~topher G. 

S~nt: Tuesday, January 20, 2004 2:34 PM 

To: Torgerson, Karin 8. 

Cc: Kropp, Erriily L. 

Subject: RE: Libya leader 

Gerson, NSC 

It's been spelled all kinds of different ways in various sources. 

-----Original Message----­
From: Torgerson, Karin B. 
Sent: Tuesday, January 20, 2004 2:33 PM 
To: Michel, Christopher G. 
Cc: Kropp, Emily L. 
Subject: RE: Libya leader 

How and where did we get the Gadhafi? 

1/20/2004 

-----Original Message----­
From: Michel, Christopher G. 
Sent: Tuesday, January 20, 2004 2:32 PM 
To: Torgerson, Karin B. 
Cc: Kropp, Emily L. 
Subject: Libya leader 

CIA and State use "Qadhafi" (State Dept.) 
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Torgerson, Karin 8. 

From: Saunders, G. Timothy 

Sent: Tuesday, January 20, 2004 4:09 PM 

To: Kavanaugh, Brett M.; Torgerson, Karin B. 

Subject: questions 

·Importance: High 

1 ) On page 2, the speech mentions the "PATRIOTAct" Properly it is the USA PA TRI OT ACT. 

SECTIONl. SHORT TITLE AND TABLE OE CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE- This Act may be cited as the 'Uniting and Strengthening America by 
l-'lW'i:\'/4.l'i'il-1..·n g Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and ObstructTerrorism (USA PATRIOT 
ACT)lt\ t of2001'. . 

· We ·pro ably don't want to change the text by inserting "USA" at this point, but how about if we just all 
cap it in the written text as, "PATRIOT ACT." 

2) On page6, 

In t~ese. la·.·.·.stthree. years., ad.ve.rs. ity·h. a ____ s als. o ".e. vea~edthe fun.da~ent.al~stre_n· g. th·. s ofthe 
Amencan economy. We have come through recess10n, and terronst attac , · no 
corporate scandals, and the uncertainties of war. . · ·. · . · .. · ... · · 

Most often we have seen these refered to as the terrorist attacks of, Septemb~r 11 . For 
. example, the President's proclamation lowering the flags of 9/13/2001, entitled "National Day 

of Prayer and Remembrance for the Victims Of the Terrorist Attacks on September 11, 2001 " . 

3) We've fixed ''Hepublic." . · ---------------
\ 

This great Republic will lead the cause of freedom. . . 

TIM/CLERK 

1/20/2004 
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. Messag~-

-Torgerson, Karin B. -

From: Saunders, G.Timothy 

Sent: Friday, January 16, 2004 5:22PM 

To: · Torg_erson, Karin ·s .. 
Subj~ct: r~ State oUhe Union 

. In the lasttwo years, the. President has personally signed the Messages. -- But Brett's call. 

.TIM/CLERK 

' .. ~ 

1/16/2004· 
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January 29, 2002 

. . 

MEMORANDUM FOR HARRIET MIERS 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

G. TIMOTHY SAUNDERS 
Executive Clerk 

President's State of the Union Message: transmittal bf 
Copies to the Vice President and the Speaker 

As you khow, traditionally the President carries. official envelOpes (provided by the 
. Executive Clerk) containing the written text of addresses to joint sessions and hc.mds .·· 

the:m tothe Vice President (President of the Senate) and the Speaker of the House. 
Each envelope normally contains an original message, with signature; and two copies, 
and are not sealed, 'fhe purpose of these originals is to provide the Congress· with 
official copies of the text of the :message and from wh~ch the official House Document 
is printed. 

Attached is the Message (in duplicate) for signature. If you will give to me 
following approval, I will copy and return them to you in the official envelopes. 

OPTION: l}The envelopes can be personally carried by the Presidentas he walks . 
down the center aisle of the Bouse Cha:mber, and he then would hand them to the 
President of the Senate (Vice President Cheney) and the Speaker before beginning his 
Address; or, 2) they can be placed on the podium by his staff, in the :momeht~rbefote .. .·. ··. · · ·. /·.· .. · .. 
the President appears, and when the President. reaches the podium· he cah ~imply then / . · · 
hand them to the. President of the Senate and the Speaker before beginning his Address. 

WhHe President's have alld may use either option, in the February 2cfo1 arid.· 
September 20'01 addresses to Joint Sessions of the Congress, staff placed the 
envefopes on the Podium just prior to the President's arrival in the House. 
Chamber. 



TO THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES: 

Mr .. Speaker, Vice President Cheney, Members of Congress,· 

distinguished guests, fellow citizens: 

Every year, bylaw and by custom, we meet here to consider 

the state of the union. This year, we gather in this chamber 

deeply aware· of decisive days that lie ahead. 

You and I serve our country in a time of great consequence. 

During this session of Congress, we have the duty to reform 

domestic programs vital to our.country . and we have the 

opportunity tojsave millions of lives abroad from a terrible 

disease. We will work for a prosperity that is broadly 

shared . and we will answer every danger and every 

enemy that threatens the American people. 

In all these days of promise and days of reckoning, we 

canbe confident. Ina whirlwind of change, and hope, and 

peril, our faith is sure, our resolve is firm, and our union 

is strong. 

This country has many challenges. We will not deny,· we 

will not ignore, we will not pass along our problems to other 

Congresses, other Presidents, and other generations. We will 

confront them with focus, and clarity, and courage. 

During the last 2 years, we have seen what can be 

accomplis.hed when we work together. To lift the standards of 

.our public_ schools, we achieved historic education reform 

which must now be carried.out in every school, and every 

classroom, so that every child in America can read, and learn, 

and succeed in life. To protect our country, we reorganized 
) 

our g.overnment and 9i;:eated the Department of Homeland Security 
' -·~f '. 

which is @tDJb'iiizing against the threats of a new era. To bring 

our economy out of recession; we delivered the largest tax relief 

in a generation. To insist on.integrity in American business; 

we passed tough reforms, and we are holding corporate criminals 

to account. 

Sbme might call this a good record. I call it a good start. 

Tonight I ask the House and Senate to join me in the next bold 

steps to serve our fellow citizens. 
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Our first goal is clear: We must have an economy that 

·grows fast enough to employ everyman.ahc:i woman who seeks.a job.· 

•·After recession, terrorist. attacks, corporate scand~ls1 and·. 
. . 

stock market declines I our ecoh~my is recovering - .:. yet it· is 

not growing fast enough, ·or E?trongly enough. _With unemp1qyment 
. . . 

·rising, our Nation needs more . small businesses to open,· m:ore 

companies to invest and expand, more employer.s to put up the 

sign that says~ "Help Wanted,". 

Jobs are created when the economy grows; the.economy grows 

when Americans have more money--to spend and invest; and the 'bes't, 
. . . 

' . . 
·fairest way to make sure Americans have that money_is not to tax 

it away in the first place. 

I am proposing that.· all the income tax reductions. set·. for 
' . . . 

20().4 and 2006 be made permanent and effective this year.· And 
. .. . . . . .. 

under my plan, as soon as I have.signed the bill, this extra 
. . . 

· ·money will start showing up in workers' paychecks. 'Instead of 
. . 

gradually reducing the marriage penalty, we should do it now. 

Instead of slowly raising the child c:rtedi t to a thousand dollars; 
"L 

we· should send the checks to American families now. 
,. . ' . . 

This tax.relief -is fo:i;:- everyone who pays income.taxes 

and it will help oy.r economy imm~diately. - Ninety-two million 
.. . . .. . . . .. ·· 

Americans will keep -- this year -- an average of almost $1,100 

.. · more of: their own money. A family> of four with an income of 

$40r000 would see their federal income taxes fall from $f,178 
' . . . 

to $45 per year. And our pian will improve the bottom line 

for more than 23 million smci11 businesses. 

You, the Congress, have already passed all these reductions, 

and promised them for future years. If 'this tax relief is good 

fOr Amer.ica:i;is three, or five, or seven years from now_,· it is. 

even better. for Americans today. 
. . . 

Wealsostrengtheri the economy by treating.investors equally 

in our tax laws. It is fair to .. tax a company's profits ... It is 

:not;: f·&ir to 'again tax the shareholder on the same profits. - To . 

boost investor-confidence, and to help the nearly 10 million 

·"· ,' 

. · . ., 
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seniors who receive dividend income,·. 1 ask -you to ·end the . 

. unfair double ta~ation ot ·dividends. 

Lower taxes and greater investment will help this economy. 

expand. More jobs mean more·taxpayers ""- andl:righer revenues· 

to our government. The best way to address the dE:ficit .and move 

toward a balanced budget is,toencourage economic growth -'"- and 

to show some spending· discip1ine in Washington, D. C. We must· 

work together to fund only our most important priorities. ' ·r · 

will. send you.a pudget that increases. discretionary spending 

by 4 percent next year .,. - about as ffiUCh' aS the average family IS .. 

income is expected to grow. And that is a good benchmark for· 

·us.:, Federal spending should not rise any faster tban the 

paychecks of American families. 
. . ' 

A. growing economy, and a focus on essential p'riorities, 

·.will also· be crucial·. to the fu~U:'re. of Social Security; As we 
. . . ' . . . . . . . . . :. . . . :· 

continue to work together to keep Social· Security sound and · 

reliable, we must offer younger ~orkers -a chance to invest in · 
. . . . . ·~ . 

retire;iment accounts that they ~ill control and they1 will "own.: · 

Our.second goal is high,-quality,.affordable health care 

for all Americans. 

The American system of medicine is .a model. of skill .and·' 

innovation -- with a pace of discovery that is adding good 

years to our lives .. Yet for many people, medical care costs 

too.mucp and many have no coverage at all. These problems. 

will.nOt be solved with a nationalized health care system that 

dict~tes coverage·and rations care. Instead, we must work 

toward a· system in which all Americans have a good insurance 

policy . . . choose their own .doctors and seniors and . · 

low-iricome.Americaris receive-the help they need. Instead of 

bure~ucrats,. and trial lawyers, and HMOs, we must put doctors r 

and nurses, and patients back·in charge of American medicine. 

Health care reform must begin with Medicare,· because 

.Medicare is the binding commitment of a caring society. We must 

re.new that commitment by giving_ seniors access to the ·preventive' 
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medicine and new drugs that·are transforming health care 

in America. 

Seniors happy with the current Medicare system should be 

able ,to keep their coverage just the way it is. And just like 

you, the members of Congress, members of your staffs; and other 

federal employees, all seniors should have the choice of a 

health care plan that provides prescription drugs: My budget 

will commit an additional $400 billion over the next decade 

to reform and strengthen Medicare .. Leaders of both political 

parties have talked for years.about strengthening Medicare 

I urge the members of this new Congress to act this year. 

To improve our health care system, we must address one of 

the prime causes of higher costs -- the constant threat that 

physicians and hospitals will be unfairly sued. Because of 

excessive litigation, everybody pays more for health care .,...:... 

and many parts of America are losing .. fine doctors. No one 

has ever been healed by a frivolous lawsuit -~ and I urge 

the Congress to pass medical liability reform. 

Our third goal is to promote energy independence for 

our country, while dramatically improving the environment. 

I have sent you a comprehensive energy plan·to promote 

energy efficiency and.conservation, to develop cleaner·tech­

nology, and to produce more energy at home. I have sent you 

Clear Skies legislation that mandates a 70 percent cut in ai~ 

pollution from power plants over the next 15 years. I have 

sent you a Healthy Forests Initiative,. to help prevent the 

catastrophic fires that devastate communities, kill wildlife·, 

and burn away millions of acres of treasured forest. 

I urge you to pass these measures, for the. good of both 

our environment and our economy. Even more, I ask you to 

take a crucial step, and protect our environment in ways that 

generations before us could not have imagined. In this century, 

the greatest environmental progress will come/about, not through 



1---------

5 

endless lawsuits or command and control regulations, but 

through technology and innovation. Tonight I am proposing 

$1.2 billion in research funding so that America can lead 

the worlq in developing clean, hydrogen-powered automobiles. 

A simple chemiGal reaction between hydrogen and oxygen 

generates energy, which can be used to p9wer a car -- produc~ng 

only water, not exhaust fumes. With a new national commitment, 

our scientists and engineers will overcome obstacles to taking 
' 

these cars from laboratory to showroom -- so that the first car 

driven by a child born today could.be powered by hydrogen; and 

pollution-free. Join me in this important innovation --:- to 

make our air significantly cleaner, and our country much less 

dependent on foreign sources of energy. 

Our fourth goal is to apply the compassion of America to 

the deepest problems of America. For so many in our country --

the homeless, the fatherless, the addicted the need is great. 

Yet there is power -- wonder-working power in the goodness, 

and idealism, and faith of the American people. 

Americans are doing the work of compassion every day.:.._ 

visiting prisoners, providing shelter to battered women, bringing 

companionship to lonely seniors. These good works deserve our 

praise .. they deserve our personal support . . and, when 

appropriate, they deserve the assistance of our government. 

I urge you to pass both my faith-based initiative and the 

Citizen Service Act -- to encourage acts of compassion that 

can transform America, one heart and one soul. at ~ time. 

Last year, I called on my fellow citizens to participate 

in USA Freedom Corps, which is enlisting tens of thousands of 

new.volunteers across America. Tonight I ask Congress and the 

American people to focus the spirit of service and the resources 

.of government on the needs of some of our most vulnerable 

citizens -- boys and girls trying to grow up without guidance 

and attention . . and children who have to go th~ough a 

prison gate to be hugged by their mom or dad. I p;r-opose a 
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$450 million initiative to bring mentors to more than a million 

disadvantaged junior high students and children of prisoners. 
- ' 

Government will support the training and recruiting of mentors, 

yet it is the men and women of America who will fill the need. 

One mentor, one person, can change a life forever -- and I 

urge you to be that one person. 

Another cause of hopelessness is addiction to drugs. 

Addiction crowds out friendship, ambition, moral conviction, 

and reduces all the richness of life to a single destructive 

, desire. As a government, we are fighting illegal drugs by 

cutting off supplies, and reducing demand through anti-drug 

education programs. Yet for those already addicted; the 

fight against drugs is a fight for .their own lives. 

Too many Americans in search·of treatment cannot get 

it.. So tonight I propose a new $600 million program to help 

an additional 300,000 Americans receive treatment over the 

next 3. years . 

Our Nation is blessed with recovery programs that do 

amazing work. One of them is found at the Healing Place Church 

in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. A man in the program said, "God does 

miracles in people's lives, and you never think it could be you." 

Tonight, let us bring to all Americans who struggle with drug 

addiction this message of hope: The miracle of recovery is 

possible, and it could be you. 

By caring for children who need mentors, and· for addicted 

men and women who need treatment, we are building a more 

welcoming society a culture that values every life. And 

in this work we must not overlook the <Weakest among us. ·I ask 

you to protect infants at the very hour of birth, and end the 

practice of partial-birth abortion. And because no human life 

should :be started or ended as the object of an experiment, I ask 

you to set a high standard for humanity. and pass a law a'gainst 

all human cloning. 
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The qualities of courage and compassion that we strive for 

in America also 'determine our conduct abroad. The American flag 

stands for more than our power and our interests. -Our Founders 

dedicated this country to the cause of human dignity -- the 

rights of every person and the possibilities of every life. 

This conviction leads us into the world to help.the afflicted, 

and defend the peace, and confound the designs of evil men. In 

Afghanistan, we helped to liberate an oppressed people and 

we will continue helping them secure their country, rebuild their 

society, and educate all their children -- boys and girls. In 

the Middle East, we will continue to seek peace between a secure 

Israel and a democratic Palestine. Across the earth, America is 

feeding the hungry; more than 60 percent of international food 

aid comes as a gift from the people of the United States. 

As our Nation moves troops and builds alliances to make 

our world safer, we must also re.member our calling, as a blessed 

country, to make this world better. Today, on the _continent 

of Africa, nearly 30 million people have the AIDS virus -­

including three million children under the age of 15. There 

are whole countries in Africa where more than one-third of the 

adult population carries the infection. More than four million 

require immediate drug treatment. Yet across tha_t continent, 

only 50,000 AIDS victims -- only 50 1 000 -- are receiving the 

medicine they need. 

Because the AIDS diagnosis is considered a death sentence, 

many do not seek treatment. Almost all who do are turned away. 

A doctor in rural South Africa describes his frustration. He 

says, "We have no medicines . many hospitals tell [people], 

'You've got AIDS. We can't help you. Go home and die.'" 

In an age of miraculous medicines, no person should have 

to hear those words. AIDS can be prevented. Anti-retroviral 

drugs can extend life for many years. And the cost bf those 

drugs has dropped from $12,000 a year to under $300 a year 

which places a tremendous possibility within our grasp. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, seldom has history of fereci a greater 

opportunity to do so much for so many. We have confronted, and 

will continue to confront, HIV/AIDS in our owncountry. And to 

meet a severe and urgent crisis abroad, tonight I propose the 

Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief -- a work of mercy beyond all 

current international efforts to help the people of Africa. 
. ' . . 

. This comprehensive plan will prevent seven million new AIDS 

infections . . . treat at least two million people with life~ 

extending drugs . . . and provide humane care for millions of 

people suffering from AIDS, and for children orphaned by AIDS. 

I as.k the Congress to commit $15 billion over the next 5 years, 

including nearly $10 billion in new money, to turn the tide 

against AIDS in the most afflicted.nations of Africa and the 

Caribbean . 

. This Nation can lead the world in sparing innocent people 

from a plague of nature. And this Nation is leading the worlci 

i:q. confronting and defeating the .man-made evil of· international 

terrorism. 

There are days when the· American people do not hear news 

about the war on terror. There is never a q.ay when I do not 

learn of another threat, or receive reports of operations 

in progress, or give an order in this global war agairist a 

scattered network of killers. The war goes on, and .we are 

winning. 

To date we have arrested, or otherwise dealt with,· many 

k,ey commanders of; al-Qaida. They include a man who directed.·' 

logistics and funding for the September 11th attacks . the 

chief of al-Qaida operations in the Persian Gulf who planned th.e · 

bombings of our embassies in East Africa and the USS Cole . 

an al-Qaida operations chief from Southeast Asia a former. 

director of al-Qaida's training camps in Afghanistan . a key 

al-Qaida operative in Europe . ·. . and a major al_:Qaida leader in 

.Yemen. All told, more than 3,000 suspected terrorists have been 

arrested in many countries. And many others have met a different 
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fate. They are no longer a problem for the United States and 

our. friends and allies. 

We are working closely with other nations to prevent further 1 

attacks. America and coalition countries have uncovered ·and 

-stopped terrorist conspiracies.targeting the American ~mbassy 

in Yemen . . _. the American embassy in· Singapore . . . a Saudi 

military base ... and ships in the straits of Hormuz, and the 

straits of Gibraltar. We have broken )3.l-Qaida cells· iri' Hamburg, 

and.Milan, and Madrid; and London, and Pa~is :...- as well as 

· Buffalo, New York. 

We have· the terrorists on the run, and we are keeping them·_ .. 

on the run. One by one, the terrorists are learning the meaning 

.of American justice. 

As we. fight this war, we will remember where it:. began -­

here, in our own country. This_government_is takirig 
. ., 

unprecedented measures to protect: our people and defenc:i. our 

, - homeland. we have intensified security at the. borders and ports 

of ent:ry· . . post.ed more than .50 1 000 newly trai_ned federal 

screeners in airports 

responders against.smallpox 

begun inoculating troops and first' 

and are deploying the 'Nation's 

first early warning network of. sensors to det~ct biological .. 

attack. And this year, for the first time, we .are beginning 

-to field a deferise to protect this Nation against baltisti'c 

missiles. 

I thank the Congress for supporting these measures. I ask 

you tonight to add to our future security with a major research 

and production effort to guard our people against bio-terrorism, 

called Project Bioshield. The budget I .send you will-propose 

almost _$6 billion to quickly make av~ilable effective vaccines 

and treatments against agents like anthrax, botulinum_toxin, 
. -. 

Ebola, -and· plague. We must assume _that our enemies wou'ld use 

theaediseases as weapons, and we must act before the da!}gers. 

are upon us.·· 

1.-. 

'• 
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Since September 11th, our intelligence and law enforcement 

agencies have worked more closely than ever to track and disrupt 

the terrorists. The FBI is improving its ability to analyze 

intelligence, and-transforming itself to meet new threats. 

And tonight, I am instructing the leaders of the FBI, Central 

Intelligence, Homeland Security, -and the Department of Defense 

to. develop a Terrorist Threat .Integration Center, to merge 

and analyze all threat information in a single location. Qur 

government must have the very best information possible, and 

we will use it to make sure the right people are in. the right 

plates to protect our citizens. 

Our war against terror is a contest of will, in which 
\ 

perseverance is power. In the ruins of two towers, at the 

western wall of the Pentagon, on a field in Pennsylvania, this 

Nation made a.pledge, and w.e renew that pledge tonight: Whatever 

the duration of this struggle, and whatever the difficulties; 

we will not permit the triumph of violence in the affairs of 

men - - free people will s.et the course of history. 

Today, the gravest danger.in the war on terror . the 

gravest danger facing America and the world . . is outlaw 

regimes that seek and possess nuclear, chemical, and biological 

weapons. These regimes could .use such weapons for blackmail, 

terror, and mass murder. They could also give or sell those 

weapons to their terrorist allies, who would use ·them without 

the least hesi tat;ion. 

This threat is new; America's duty is familiar. Throughout 

the 20th century, small groups of men seized control of great 

nations .. . built armies and arsenals . . and set out to 

dominate the weak and intimidate the world. In each case, their 

ambitions of cruelty and murder had no limit: In each case, the 

ambitions·of Hitlerism, militarism, and communism were defeated 

bythe will of free peoples, by the strength of great alliances, 

and by the might of the United States of America. Now, in this 

century, the ideology of power and domination has appeared again, 
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and seeks to gain the ultimate weapons of terror. Once again( 

this Nation and our friends are all that stand between a world 

at peace, and a world of chaos and constant alarm. Once again, 

we are called to defend the safety of our people, and the hopes 

of all mankind. And we accept .this responsibility. 

America is making a broad and determined effort to confront 

these dangers. We have called on the United Nations to fulfill 

its charter, and stand by its demand that Iraq disarm. We are " 

strongly supporting the International Atomic Energy Agency in its 

mission to track and control nuclear materials around the.world. 

We are working with other governments.,to secure nuclear materials 

in the former Soviet Union, and to strengthen global treaties 

banning the production and shipment of missile technologies and 

weapons of mass destruction. 

In all of these efforts, however, America's purpose is.more 

than to follow .a process -- it is to achieve a result: the end 

of terrible threats to the civilized world. All free nations 

have a stake in preventing sudden and catastrophic attack. We 

are asking them to join us, and many are doing so. Yet the 

course of this Nation does not depend on the decisions of others. 

Whatever action is required, whenever action is necessary, I 

will defend the freedom and security of the American people. 
I • 

Different threats.require different strategies. In Iran( we 

(continue to see a government that represses its people, pursues 

weapons of mass destruction, and supports terror. We also see. 

Iranian citizens risking intimidation and death as they speak 

out for liberty, human rights, and democracy. Iranians, like 

all people, have a right to choose their own government, and 

determine their own destiny -- and the United States. supports 

their aspirations to live in freedom. 

On the Korean peninsula, an oppressive regime rules a 

people living in fear and starvation. Throughout the 1990s, 

the United States relied on a negotiated framework to keep 

North Korea from gaining nuclear weapons. We now know that 

( 
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the regime was deceiving the world, and developing those weapons 

all along. And today the North Korean regime is using its 

nuclear program to incite fear and seek concessions;· .America 

and the world will not be blackmailed. America is working 

with the countries of the region -- South Korea, Japan, China, 

and Russia -- to find a peaceful solution, and to show the 

North Korean government that nuclear weapons will· bring· only 

isolation, economic stagnation, and continued hardship. The 

North Korean regime will find respect in the world, and revival 

for its people, only when it turns away from its nuclear 

ambitions. 

Our Nation and the world must learn the lessons of the 

Korean peninsula, .and not allow an even greater threat to ris~ 

up in Iraq. A brutal dictator,. with a history of reckless 

aggression ~ with ties to terrorism . . . with ~reat 

potential wealth . . will not be permitted to dominate 

a vital region and threaten the United States. 

Twelve years ago, Saddam Hussein faced the prospect 

of being the last casualty in a war he had started and lost. 

To spare himself, he agreed to disarm of all weapons of mass 

destruction. For the next 12 years, he systematically violate.d 

that agreement. He pursued chemical, biological, and nuclear 

weapons even while inspectors were in his country. Nothing to 

date has restrained him from his pursuit of these weapons -­

not ecoriomic sanctions, not isolation from the civilized world, 

not even cruise missile strikes on his military facilities. 

Almost 3 months ago, the United Nations Security Council 

gave Saddam Hussein his final chance to disarm. He has shown 

instead his utter contempt for the United Nations, and for 

the opinion of the world. 

The 108 U.N. weapons inspectors were not sent to conduct a 

scavenger hunt.for hidden materials across a country the size of 

California. The job of the inspectors is to verify that Iraq's 

regime is disarming. It is up to Iraq to show exactly where it 
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is hiding its banned weapons ; lay those weapons out for the 

world to see ... and destroy them as directed. Nothing like 

this has happened. 

The United Nations concluded in 1999 that Saddam Hussein 

had bioiogical weapons materials su:ff icient td produce over 

25, 000 liters of anthrax -- enough d.oses to kill seve.ral million 

people. He.has not accounted for that material. He has given 

no·evidence that he has destroyed it. 

The United Nations concluded that Saddam Hussein had 

materials sufficient to produce more than 38,000 liters of 

botulinum toxin -- enough to subject millions of people to 

death by respiratory failure. ·He has not accounted for that 

material. He has given no evidence that he has destroyed it. 

Our intelligence officials estimate that Sadda~ Hussein 

had the materials to produce as much as 500 tons of .sarin, 

mustard, and VX nerve agent. In such qua.ntitiesi these 

chemical agents also could kill untold thousands. He has 

not accounted for these materials. He has· given no evidence 

tha.t he has destroyed them. 

U.S. intelligence indicates that Saddam Hussein had 

upwards of 30,000 munitions capable of delivering chemical 

agents. Inspectors recently turned up 16 of them, despite 
' 

Iraq's recent declaration denying their existence. Saddam 

' Hussein has· not accounted for the remaining 29, 984 of these 

prohibited munitions. He has given no evidence that he has 

destroyed them. 

From three Iraqi defectors we know that Iraq, in the late 

1990s, had sev:era1 mobile biological weapons labs .. These are 

designed to produce germ warfare agents, and can.be moved from 

place to place to evade inspecto~s. Saddam Hussein has not 

disclosed these facilities. He has given no evidence that 

he has destroyed them. 
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The International Atomic Energy Agency confirmed in 

the 1990s that Saddam Hussein had an advanced nuclear weapons ~ 

development program, had a design for a n.uclear weapon, and 

was working on five different methods of enriching uranium for 

a bomb. The British government has learned that Saddam Hussein 

recently sought significant quantities of uranium from Africa. 

Our intelligence sources tell us that he has attempted to 

purchase high strength aluminum tubes suitable for nuclear 

weapons production. Saddam Hussein has not credibly explained 

these activities. He clearly has much to hide. 

The dictator of Iraq is not disarming. To the contrary, he 

is deceiving. From intelligence sources, we know, for instance, 

that thousands of Iraqi security personnel are at work hiding 

documents and materials from the U.N. inspectors .,.- sanitizing 

inspection sites, and monitoring the inspectors themselves. 

Iraqi officials accompany the inspectors in order to intimidate 

witnesses. Iraq is blocking U-2 surveillance flights requested 

by the United Nations. Iraqi intelligence officers are posing 

as the scientists inspectors are supposed to interview. Real 
. . 

scientists have beeh coached by Iraqi officials on what to.say. 

And intelligence sources indicate that Saddam Hussein has ordered 

that scientists who cooperate with U.N. inspectors in'disarming 

Iraq will be killed, along with their families. 

Year after year, Saddam Hussein has gone to elaborate 

lengths, spent enormous sums, taken great risks, to· build and 

keep weapons of mass destruction -- but why? The only possible 

explanation, the only possible use he could have for those 

weapons, is td dominate, intimidate, or attack. With nuclear 

arms or a full arsenal of chemical and biological we~pons, 

Saddam Hussein could resume his ambitions of conquest in the 

Middle East, and create deadly havoc in the region. And this 

Congress and the American people must recognize another threat. 

Evidence from intelligence sources, secret .communications, and 

statements by people now in custody, reveal that Saddam Hussein 
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aids and protects terrorists, including members of al-Qaida. 

Secretly, and without fingerprints, he could provide one of his 

hidden weapons to terrorists, or help them develop their own. 

Before September 11, 2001, many in the world believed that 

Saddam Hussein could be contained. But chemical agents and 

lethal viruses and shadowy terrorist networks are not easily 

contained,· Ima,gine those 19 hijackers. w:Lth other weapons, and 

other plans this time armed by Saddam Hussein. It would take 

just one vial, one canister, one crate slipped into this country 
I . 

to bring a day of horror like none we have ever known. We will 

do everything in our power to make sure that day never comes. 

Some have said we must not act until the threat is imminent. 

Sinc'e when have terrorists and tyrants announced their inten-

tions, politely putting us on notice before.they strike? If· 

this threat is permitted to fully and suddenly emerge, all 

actions, all words, and all recriminations would come too late. 

Trusting in the sanity and restraint of Saddam Hussein is not 

a strategy, and it is not an option. 

This dictator, who is assembling the world's most dangerous 

weapons, has already used them on whole villages ~-,leaving 

thousands of his own citizens dead, blind, or disfigured. 

Iraqi refugees tell us how forced confessions are obtained,~-

by torturing children while their parents are made to watch. 

International human rights groups have catalogued other methods. 

used in the torture chambers of Iraq: electric shock, burning 

with hot irons, dripping acid on the skin, 'mutilation with 

electric drills, cutting out tongues, and rape. 

If this is not evil, then evil has no meaning. And tonight 

I have a message for the brave and oppressed people of Iraq: 

Your enemy is not surrounding your country -- your enemy 

is ruling your country. And the day he and his regime are 

removed from power will be the day of your liberation. 
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The world has waited 12 years for Iraq to dis.arm. America 

will not accept a serious and mounting threat to our .country, 

our friends, and our allies. The United States iwi11; ask. the 

U .N .. Security Council to convene on February 5th to consi,der 

the facts of Iraq's ongoing defiance of the world. Secretary 

.of State Powell will present information and intelligence about 

Ira.q's illegal weapons programs; its attempts to hide those 

·' weapons from inspectors; and its links to terrorist groups. We 

will consult, but let there be no misunderstanding: If Saddam 

Hussein does not fully disarm, for the safety of our people, and 

for the peace of the world, we will lead a coalition to disarm 

him. 
. . 

Tonight I also have a message for the men and women who will 

keep the peace, members of the American Armed Forces: Many of 

you are assembling in and near the Middle East, and'some crucial 

hours may lie ahead. In those hours, the success of our cause 

will depend on you. Your training has prepared you~ Your honor 

will guide you. You believe in America, and America believes in 

you. 

Sending Americans into battle is the most profound decision 

a president can make. The technologies of war have c::hanged. The 

risks and suffering of war have not. For the brave Americans 

who bear.the risk, no victory is free from sorrow. This Nation 

fights reluctantly, because we know the cost, and we dread the 

days of mourning that always come. 

We seek peace. We strive for peace. , And sometime.s peace 

must be defended. A future lived at the mercy of terrible 

threats is no peace at all. If war is forced upon us, we will 

fight in fa just cause and by just means -- sparing, in every 

way we cap, the innocent. And if war is forced upon us, we 

will fight with the full force and might of the United States 

·military L._ and we will prevail. And as we and our coalition 

partners ~re doing in Afghanistan, we will bring to the Iraqi 

people foq>d, and medi.cines, and supplies . . and freedom. 
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Many challenges, abroad and at home, have arrived in 

a single season. In 2 years, America has gone from a sense 

of invull.nerability.to an awareness of peril . .. from bitter 

division in small matters to calm unity in great causes. And 

we go fc;irward with confidence, because this call of history 

has come to the right country. 
i 

Americans are a resolute people, who have risen to every 

test of our time. Adversity has revealed the character of 

our coutjtry, to the world, and to ourselves . 

. A,m~rica is a strong Nation, and honorable in the use of 

our stre,ngth. We exercise power without conquest, and sacrifice 

for the ~iberty of strangers. 

Amejr"icans are a free people, who know that freedom is 

the righ~ of every person and the future of every nation, 
I 

The liberty we prize is not America's gift to the world, 

it is Go~•s·gift to humanity. 

We Americans have faith in ourselves -- but not in ourselves 

alone. We do not claim to know all the ways of Providence, yet. 

we can tITust in them, placing our confidence in the loving God 
I 

behind all of life, and all of history. 

May '!He guide us now, and may God continue to bless the 

lJni ted St\ates of America. 

Than:k you. 
1 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

January 28, 2003. 



I know that some people question if America is. really i_n a war at all. 
Theyview terrorism more as a crime - a problem to be solved mainly with 
law enforcement and indictments. After the World Trade Center was first 
attacked .in 1993, some of the guilty were indicted, tried, convicted, and 
sent to prison. But the matter was not settled. The terrorists were still 
training and plotting in other nations, and drawing up more ambitious plans. 

·After the chaos and carnage of September 11th, it is not enough to serve 
our enemies with legal papers. The terrorists and their supporters declared 
war on the United States~ and war is what they got. 

Some in this chamber, and in our country; did not support the 
liberation of Iraq. Oojections to war often come from principled motives. · 
But let us be candid about the consequences of leaving Saddam Hussein 

I in power~ We are seeking all the facts.,. already theKay Report identified 
dozens of weapons of mass destruction-related program activities and 
significant amounts of equipment that Iraq concealed from the United 
Nations._ Had we failed to act, the dictator's weapons of mass destruction 
programs would continue to this day. Had we failed to act, Security Council 
resolutions on Iraq would have been revealed as empty threats, we?kening 
the United Nations and encouraging defiance by dictators around the world. 
Iraq's forture chambers would still be filled with victims - terrified and 
innocent.· The killi11g fields of Iraq - where hundreds of thousands. of men, · 
women, and children vanished into the sands - would still be known only to · 
the killers. For all who love freedom and peace, the world without Saddam 
Hussein's regime is. a better and safer place. 

· $ome ·Critics have said our duties in Iraq must be internationalized. 
This particular criticism is hard to explain to our partners in Britain, 

· Australia, Japan, South Korea, the Philippines, Thailand, Italy, Spain, 
Poland, Denmark, Hungary, Bulgaria, Ukraine, Romania, the Netherlands, 
Norway, El Salvador, and the 17 other countries that have committed 
troops to Iraq. As we debate at home, we must never ignore the vital 

· contributions of our international partners, or dismiss their.sacrifices. From 
the beginning, America has sought international support for operations in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, and we have gained much support. There is a 
difference, however, between leading a coalition of many nations, and 

. submitting to the objections of a few. America will never seek a permission 
slip to defend the security of our people. 

5 
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I D ... ·e.le·t···e·d····:· ... The ... d···ic.ta.to .. r·s weap.ons of I mass destruction programs would 
I continue to this day . . r----c--.~~ . --- ~- ~--.-~~~-,--] 
1 Deleted. ... . . - .. 
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. America this evi:;ning is a Nation called to. gre~t respon.sibilities. Arid we are 
rising to ineet them.· .. · . ·.· . · · -. .·· · ·.· · • •. · · ·• 

. . ·• . . As we gather to~ight, hundred$ of thimsands of American servicefu~n and' 
· wo~en are deployed: a~ross' the world in th~·war ciii terror. By bringing hope to 
th~ oppr~s~ed, arid delivering justice to' the viole~1t, they are making America mq're . 
secure. . "·k-

l -.· :1 . 
. , . Each day; law. enforcen:lerit personnel and intelligence officers are tracking 
: ~ ' terrorist threats; analysts are examining airl~ne passenger lists;>.the men· arid 

wolI).~n of our new Homeland Security Departinent ire patrolling our. coastS' arid 
· > 'borders .. A11d theirvigila*e is protecting A1nerica.. . . '· .. 

· · Americans are proving once· again to be the klrdest working people in the 
wor~d: the A.II1erica11 ·economy is growing stronger. .1'he tax relief you passed is' 
working; . . . . ·' · 

. . Tonight, Members. of Congresfcan. tak~ prid~iq gre:at workS of compas~i~h. 
:and reform that skeptics had thought impossible, You are raising the standards of ..... 
. our public schoo,ls; and you ~re giving c)µr senio~ citizen~ prescripfo;in grug. coy:' 
~.rage·:u~qer M.edic_~re. ~ ~.-.:·> . . .. 

. '.•.·web.ave fa~~d serious challenges togeth~r,and nowwe fac~ a choke'.. we. . 
.. ·." ·.·' can go_foqvardwith confidence·andresolve.::. ofyye can turn back to the dang~r~ ' 

bus illusio.fl that terrorist~ arenot plotting -~nd outlaw regimes are no th,~eat to :u:s. ',, ., 
We can press on with economic growth, anc:l reforrns' in education and Medic£;e . ~· . 

- or'we:can turn:backto the old policies and 9ld divisions .. · · ' ..•.... 
. '' . We have I1~t co~e all this way~. th.roi.i.ghtrag~~y;_ and tri~l,'and.Wat ~ o~ly 

·· · · to:falt~r i!ndleave our work unfinished.:AmeriCansare dsing to the tasks.ofhis-
··>·. · .. t<;)];Y~-- and they e~p~ct .th~ saine .9f us~.·~ In ih~i.r ~e.ffort~~ · th~ir ~nterprise~ and ·~heir. 

character, the American, people are showi~g thai:·the state of our Unioff is t~nfi- . . 

',.t. 

••: ,·_ 

. ·, 
:·": . :-~·. 

>de!lt-and strong. . ... · · ..... •·. · · ·· ·. .·· · · · .· ... · · 

. Our greatest responsjbility is the ~ctive defense of th.e Arfi~rican peopl~. 
: Tw~nty-eight months have passep. since September lltll, 2001 ~over two years 
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without an attack on American soil-,- and it i.s tei11pting to believe that the danger 
is behind us. That hope is understandabJe, co111forting - and false. The killing .has 
~ontinued in Bali, Jakarta, Casablanc~, Riyadh, Mombassa, Jerusalem, Istanbul, 
and Baghdad. The terrorists continue to plot against America and the civilized 
world. And by our will and courage, this dan~er will be defeated. 

Inside the United States, where the war began, we must continue to give 
homeland security and law enforcement personnel everytpol they need to defend 
us. And one of those essential tools is the PATRIOT Act, which allows Federal law 
e1,1forcement to better share information, to track terrorists, to disrupt their cells, 
and to seize their assets. For years, we· have used similar provisions to catch 
embezzlers. and drug traffickers .. If these methods are good for huntin'g c;riminals, 

they are even more important for hunting terrorists. Key provisions of the 
PATRIOT Act are set to expire next year. The terrprist threat will not expire on 
that schedule. Our law enforcement needs this vital legislatio!1 to protect our.cit­
izens - you need to renew the PATRIOT Act. 

America is on the offensive against the terrorists who started this war. Last 
March,. Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, a mastermind of September 11th, awoke}o 
find himself in the custody of U.S. and Pakistani authorities. Last August 11th 
brought the captureofthe terroristHarhbali, who was a key playerin the attack 
in Indonesia that killed over 200 people. We are tracking al-Qaida around the 
world - and nearly two-thirds of their known leaders have now been captured or 

. killed. Thousands of very skilled and determined military personn~l are on a 
manhunt, going after theremaining killers whohide .in cities and caves~ aqd, one 

.. by one, we will bring the terrorists to justice. . 

As part ofthe offensive against terror, we are also confronting the regimes 
that harbor and support terrorists, and could supply them with nuclear, chemical, 
'or biological weapons. The United States and our allies are determined: We 
·refuse to live in the shadow of this ultimate danger. 

The first to see our.d.etermination were the Taliban,.who made Afghanistan 
the primary training base of al-Qaida killhs. As of this month, that country' has . 
a new constitution, guaranteeing free elections and full participation by women. 

~ . 

Businesses are opening, healthsi.re centers are being established, and the boys and 
girls of Afghanistan are back in school. With help from the new Afghan Ar~1y, our 
coalition is leading aggressive raids against surviving members of the Taliban and 
al-Qaida. The men and women of Afghanistan are building a nation that is free?· 
andproud, and fighting terror - and America is honored to be their friend. 

Since welast met in this chamber, combat forces of the United States; Great . · 
Britain, Australia, Polalid, and other countries .enforced the demands of the 
United Nations, ended the rule of Saddam Hussein ..,_and the people of Iraq are 
free. Having broken the Baathist regime, we face a remnant of violent Saddam 



suppo~ters. Men who ran away from our. troops in battle are now dispersed and 

att.ackfrom the shadows. 
These killers, joined by foreign terro~i~ts, ~i:e <'.serious,· continuing danger .. 

Yet we are making progress against them. The once all-powerful ruler of Iraq was 
found in a hole, and now sits in a prison cell. Of the top SS officials of the former· 
regime, we have captured or killed 45. Our forc~s are on the offensive, leading 
over 1,600 patrols a day, and conducting an average of 180. raids every week. We 
are dealing with these thugs in Iraq, just as surely as we dealt with Saddam 

Hussein's evil regime. 
The work of building a new Iraq is hard, and it is right. And America has 

always been willing to do what it takes for what is right; Last January, Iraq's only 
law was the whim of one brutal man. Today our coalition is working with the 
Iraqi Governing Council to draft a basic. Iaw, with a bill o( rights. We are working 
with Iraqis and the U_nited Nations to prepare fo~ a transition to full Iraqi sover­
eignty by the end ofJun.e. As democracy takes hold in Iraq, the enemies of freec 
dom will do all in their'power to spread vi9ience. and fear. They are' trying to .. · 
shake the will of our country and our friends.~ but the United States of America 

. . . . 

will never be intimidated by thugs and assassins'. Thekillers will fail, arid the Iraqi 
. people will live in freed~m. . .. . 

Month by month, Iraqis are assuming mqre responsibility for their own 
security and their own future. And. tonight we are honored to welcome one of. 
Iraq's most respected" leaders: the current President of the Iraqi Governing 
Council, Adnan Pachachi. Sir, America stands with you and the Iraqi people as 
you build a free and peaceful nation. 

Because of American leadership and resblve, the world is changing for the 
better. Last month, the leader of Libya voluntarily pledged to disclose and dis­
mantle all of his regime's weapons of mass destruction programs, including a urac 
~ium.eririchment project for nuclear weapons. Colonel Qadhafi correctly judged 

thathiscountry would be better off, and far rriore secure, without weapons of 
mass murder. Nine months of intense negotiations involving the United States 

· and Great Brita,in succeeded with Libya, while 12 years of diplomacy with Iraq did 
not. And one reason is clear: For diplomacy to be effective, words must be cred-
ible - and no one can now doubt the word of America. 

Different threats require different strategies. Along with nations i.n the 
. region, we are insisting that North Korea eliminate its nuclear program. America 
and the international community are demanding thathan meet its commitme11ts 
and. not develop nuclear. weapons. Ainericais committed to keeping the world;s . 
most dartgerousweapons out of the.hands of the.wodd's111ost dangerous regimes. 

When I came to this rostrum on September 20th, 200 l, I brought the police 
shield of a fallen officer, my reminder of lives that ended, apd ~. task that do,es not 
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end. I gave to you and to all Americans my complete c6.mmitment to securing our . 
country and defeat~ng our enemies. And this pledge, given by one, has been kept •· 
by many. You in the Congress.have provided the resources for our defense, arid 
cast the difficult votes of war and peace. Our closest allies have beeri unwavering. 
America.'s intelligence personnel and diplomats have been skilled and tireless . 

. And the men and women of the American military - they have taken the 
· hardest duty. We have seen their skilhmd courage in armoi·ed charges, and mid~ 
night raids; and lonely hours on faithful watch. _We have seen the 'joy when they 
return, and felt the sorrow when one is lost. I have had_the honor ofn1eetirigour · 

servicemen and women at many posts, from the deck.of a carrier in the Pacific, to. 
a iness hall in Baghdad. Many ofour tr6ops at~ listening tonight. Arid I w~il.'tyou 
and your families to know: America is proud of you. And my Administration, 
and this Congress, will give yoU:the resoU:rces yo11 need to fight and wi11 the. war 
on terror. 

I know that some people questi~:njf America is really in a wa~ at all. They . 
view terrorism more as a crime:-- a problem to be solved maii;1Jy with law enforce­
ment and indictments. After the World Trade Center was first attacked in 1993, 

s01ne of the guilty were indicted, tried, convicted, and sent to prison. But the mat­
ter was not settled. The terrorists were still training and plotting in other nations, 
and dr~wing up more ambitioi1s plan~. After the chaci's a~d carnage of September 
11th, it is not enough to serve our enemies with legal papers. Th~ terrorists and 
their supporters declared war 01ithe United _States~ and war is what they got. 

Some in this chamber, and ii1 our countr·y, did not support the liberation of 
Iraq. Objections. to war often come from principled motives, But l~t us be can­
did ~bout the conseqU:ences of leaving Sad darn Hussein in power .. We are seeking 
all the facts. - already the Kay Report identified dozens of weapons 9f mass 

· destructioncrelated program activities and significant amounts of equipment.that 
Iraq concealed from the Uni~ed ·Nations. Had we. failed to act;. the dictator's 
weapons of mass destruction programs would Continue to thisday. Had we failed 
to act, Security Council resolutions on Iraq would have been. revealed as empty 
threats, weakeni1ig the United Nations and en~ouraging defiance by di~tators 
around the world. Iraq's torture chambers would still be filled with victims~ ter­
rified and i_nnocent. The killing fields oflraq ~ where hundreds of thousands of 
in en, women, and children vanished into the sands - would still be known only to 
the killers. For all who love freedom and peace, .the world without Saddam 
Hussein's regime is a better and safer place. .· . ·, 

Some critics have said our duties. in. Iraq must be internationalized .. · This 
pai;ticular criticism is hard to explain to our partne~s' in B~itain, Australia, J~pan, 
South Korea, the -~hilippines, Thailand, Italy,_Spain,_Pofancl, Denmilrk, Hungary, 

· Bulgaria, Ukrain~, Romania, the Netherlands, Norway, El Salvador, and. the 1 T 
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. othe; countries that haye committed troops to Ir~q. ~~ ~e debate at home, we . '. 

·.must never ignore the vital contributions of our iqterri~tfonal p~rtners,. or dismiss 
· their sacrifices. Froni the beginning, America has' sought .international support ' 
· for operations in Afghariistah and Iraq1 and we ha~egained µi.uch support. Ther~ ' 
is a differen<;e, however, between leading a coalition o(many nations, and submit~. 
ting to the objections of a few. America will never seek a permission slip to defend · 

· the security of our pe9ple. . . . . . . .. . . . .· 
· · · . We also· hear ·ciou:bts- tbat'.c:JemocraCy is··a tf·~-.FStj·C go~I l61~ the· gr~atet. Middle 

. )Sast, where freedom is rate; .Y~t.itis fuist~en; and c6ndesc¢,nd~,ng,to assy~ethat· ·. 
''wfa>le cultures and :great religiortbte incon'ipatible with lib~'rty and self~goveni-

~·. 

>' ·r' .. 

... 

. 'ment I believe that God has planted in. every heart' the desir~to live in.freed6m: · · 
. And even when that desire is crushed by tyranny.for decades, itwill rise again. . ' . 

As long as the Middle East remains a place of tyr~riny; despair, and anger,. it• 
.. ·.will continue to produce men and moveme.nts that threatenthe safety of America 

and our .friends. So America is pursuing a forward strategy of freedom iri the . 
greater Middle East. We will challenge the enemies ofreform~ confront. the allies 

. of terror, and expect a higher sta.ndard from olir·friends. 'fo tµt through the bar-
.. ··· .rJer~ ·of h<ri:eful propaganda, the Voice of Am~~ica and ~th er broadcast services 

~re expanding their programming in A'rabi.c an.d Pers~an:,:_ and soon; a.··n~wteb ... ··• 
'vision. service will begin providing . ieliable hews ~rid iriformation acto$s the. : .. 

r~g10n. l will send you a proposal to double the budget of the N~tional 
End9wment for Democracy, and to.focus its new ~otk bn the development of 
free elections, fi:ee markets, free press, and free labor unions in the Middle East. 
And above all, ~e will finish the historic work of democracy in Afghanistan and 
.Iraq, so those nations can light the way for others, and help ttansform' a troubled 
part of the world . 

.. ... ·. · ·.. America is a Nation with nnissiop - and that mission.cmnes from our mo~t : . 
···basic.beliefs. We have no desire t0tdomi11,<1te;.no ambitiopii of empire .. Our aim is .. 

·,rdejnocratk peace - a pea~e found~d up.on.the dignity and:' rights, of every rr{ail ' 
.and woman. America acts 'in this cause withfdends. ~nd·aUies at our side, yet we .•· 
tinderstand our special calling: This great republi~ ~ill le~d the cause of freedom. 

In these last three yt:ars, adversity has alsci revealed the fundamental 
stfe~gths of the American econo~y. We have come through recession, and terrot­

. ist attack, and corporate scanda!S, and the uncertainties ?f war. Arid becauseyou 
.. acted to stimulate 9ur econcihly with tax relief', this eco~cimy is strong, and grow~ 

ing stronger. 
You have doubled the child tax tredi.t from 500 to. a th9usand dollars, .. 

redi.iced the marriage penalty, begun· t<:> phase out. the. deathiix;,_i~duced taxes on .. : 
capital gains and stock dividends, cut taxeson small busi~~sses, arid you hkve low<': 
ered taxes for every American who pays income taxes. . . . . 
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Americans. took those dollats and put them to work, driving this. economy 

forward. The pace of economic growth in the third quarter of 2003 was the. fastest 
in nearly 20 years. New home construction: the highest in almost 20 years. Home 
ownership rates: the highest ever. Manufacturing .activity is increasing. Inflation 
is low. Interest rates are low. Exports are growing. Productivity is high. And jobs 

' ' ' 

are on the rise. 
These numbers confirm that the Amerkan people are using their money far 

better than government.would have - and yo~ were right to return it. 
America's growing economy is also a changing economy: As technology 

transforms the way almost evffy job is done, America becomes more productive, 
and workers need new skills. Much of our job growth will be found in high- · 

skilled fields like health care and biotechnology. So we must respond by helping 
more Americans gain the skills to find good jobs in our new ecopomy. . 

All skills begin with the basics of reading and inath, which are supposed ; 
to be learned in the early grades of Olfr schools. Yet for too long, for too many 
children, those skills were never mastered. By passing the No Child Left Behind 
Act, you have made the expectation of literacy the law of our country. We are 
providing more funding for our school$~ a 36 percent increase since 2001. We 

,, . l -· . 

~re tequi,ring higher standards. We are regularly testing every child on the fun-
damentals, We are reporting results to parents, and making sure they hilVe bet~ 
ter options when schools are not performing. We are making progress toward. 
excellence for every child. 

But the status quo always has defenders. Some waht to undermine the No 
Child Left Behind Act by .weakening standards and accountability. Yet the results 
we require are really a matter of common sense: We expect third graders to read 
and do math at third grade level - and that is not asking too much .. Testil)g is the 

· only way to identify and help students who are falling behind. . 
. This Nation will not go back to the days of simply shuffling childre°" alqng 
from grade to grade without themlear~ing the basics; I refuse to give up on any 
child - and the No Child Left Behind Acti$ opening the door of opportunity to 
all of America's children. · 

At the same time, we must el,'lsure that older students and adults can gain 
the skills they need' to find work now. Many of the fastest-growing occupations 
require strong math and science preparation, and trai · g beyond the high: 
school level. So tonight I propose a series of measures a)l d Jobs for the 21st 
Century. This program will provide extra)1elp to mid le- nd high schoql stu~ 
dents who fall behind in reading and math, expand ~ v ced Placement pro-' 
grams in low-income schools, and invite math and science professionals from the 
private sector to teach part-time in our high schools. I propose larger Pell Grants 
for students who prepare for college with demanding courses in high school. I 
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propose increasing our support for America's fine coinmunity colleges, so they 

can train ~orkers for the industries that are creating the rriost new jobs: By all 

these actions, we ~ill help more and more Arnericans to join in the growing pros­

perity of our country. 
· Job training is important,. and so is j0b creation. We must continue to pur-

sue an.aggressive, procgrowth economic agenda: . .. . .. 
Congress has some unfinished businessontheissue of taxes. the tax reduc­

tions you passed are ~et to expire. Unless you act, the unfair tax on marriage will 

go back up. Unless you act, millions offarnilies will be charged 300 dollars more 

in Fede.ral taxes for every child. Unless you act, sniall businesses will pay higher 

taxes. Unless you act, the death tax wili eventually comeback toJife. Unless you 

act, Americans face a.tax increase. What the Congress has given, the Congress 

. should not take away: For the sak~ ofjob growth, the tax cuts ym.1 passed should 

be perlllanenL . . . .·· . . 
Our agenda for jobs and growth .must help small. pqsine.ss owners and 

employees with relief from needless Federal regulation, and protect t]1em from 
junk and frivolous fawsuits. Consumers and businesses need reliable supplies of 
ene~gy to make our economy run_.:. so I urge you to pass legislation to modernize 

our electricity system, promote conservation, and rriake America less dependent. 

on foreign sources of energy. My Administration is promoting free a:nd fai\ tr<1de, 
' ' ' ' 

to open up new markets forAmerica's entreprenel1rs,.andmanufactufers,.and 
farmers, and to create jobs for America's. worke~s. Youi1ger workers should !+ave 

the opportunity to build a nest egg by saving partof their Social Sec~Irity taxes ii1 
a personal retirement account. We should make the Social Security system a 

' ·.- ... ', ,· ' ,,• . 
source of ownership for the American people; . . . . 

And .we should limitthe burden of gqvernlllent on t\lis economy by acting 
as good stewards of taxpayer dollars. In two weeks, I will send you a budget that 
funds the war, protects the homeland, a:nd meetsiinportant •domestic needs, 

while limiting the growth i~ di~cretionary spending to less than fourpercent 
This will require that CongressJocus on priorities, cut wastef\ll spending, and be 

wise with the people's money. By doing so, vve can. cut the deficit in half over the 
. next five years. 

Tonight I also ask you to reform our immigration la:ws, so they reflect our 
values and benefit our economy. I propose a new temporary worker program to 

match willing foreign workers with will~ng.erriployers; when no Americans can be 

found to fill the job. This reformwilLbe good fo~ our ecoi101:ny ~ J:>ecause employ" 
ers will find needed workers in an h:ont;:st and orderly system: A temporary work­
er program will help. protect our hoinel~nd - ·allowing border patrol and law 
enforcement to focus on true threats to our national security. I oppose amnesty, 
because it would encourage further illegal immigration, and unfairly reward those· 



who break our laws. My temporary worker program will preserve the citizenship 
path for those who respect the law, while bringing millions of hardworking men. 
and women out from the shadows of American life. . ·- . Our Nation's healt!J....ylre system,· like our economy, <is also in a time of 
change. Amazing medical tedmologies are improving and saving .lives. Th.is dra­
matic progress has brought its own challenge, in the rising costs of medical care 
and health insurance. Members of Congress, we must work together to help con­
trol those costs. and extend the benefits of modern n1edicine throughout our 

country. . . .. · .·. . . • 
. Meeting these goals requires bipartisan effor.t - and two. months ago, yoµ 

showed the way. By strengthening Medicare and adding a prescription drug ben­
~fit, you kepta basic commitmeht to our seniors: Youare giving them the mod­
ern medicine they deserve. 

Starting. this year, under the law you passed, seniors can choose to receive a 
drug discount card, saving thern 10 to 25 percent off the retaiLprice of rn9st pre~ 
scription drugs - and millions of low-income seniors can get an additional 600 
dollars to buy medicine. Beginnirig next year, seniors will have new coverage for 
preventive screenings against diabetes and.heart disease, and seniors just \ntering 

. Medicare can receive wellness exams. 
In January of 2006, seniors can get prescription drug coverage urider 

Medicare. For a monthly premium of about 35 dollars, mostseriiors who do not 
have that coverage today can exped to see their drug bills cut roughly in half. 
Under this reform, senior citizens will be able to keep their Medicare just asjt is, 
or they can choose a Medicare plan thatfitsthem best:_ ju~t as you, as Merµbers 
of Congress, can choose an insurance plan that meets ydu·i. needs. Ai1d starting 
this year, millions of Americans will be able to save money tax-freefor their med-
ical expenses, in a health savings account. . 

I signed this measure proudly, and any attempt to limit the choices ofour 
seniors, or to take away their prescription drug soverage under Medicare, will 
meet my veto. 

Onthe critical issue of health care, our goal is to ensure that Americans can 
choose and afford private health care coverage that best. fits their individual,. 
needs. To make insurance more affordable, Congress must act to address rapid­
ly rising health care costs. Small businesses should be able to bandtogether and . 
negotiate for lower insurance.rates, so they can cover more workers with health 
insurance - I urge you to pass Association Health Plans. Lisk you to giv,e lower~ 
income Ame.ri~ans a refundable tax credit tha.t would allow millions to buy their 
own basic health insurance. By computerizing health records, we can avoid dan­
gerous medicalmistakes,redi1ce costs; and improve care. T9 prated the doctor~ 
patient relationship, and_ keep good doctors doirig gopd work, we must eliminate . 
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wasteful and frivolous medical lawsuits. And tonight I propose that individuals 
who buy catastrophic health care coverage, as part of our new health savings 
accounts, be allowed to .deduct 100 percent of the premiums from their taxes. 

A governmentcrun health care system is the wrong prescription. By keeping. 
costs under control, expandi11g access, and helping more Americans afford cover~. 
age, we will' preserve the system of private rp.edicine that makes America's health 
care the best in the world. 

We are living in a time of great change .c- in our world, in our economy, and 
in science and medicine. Yet some things endure - courage and compassion, revc 
erence and integrity, respect for differences of faith and race. The values we try to . 
live by never change. And they are instilled in us by fundamental institutions, 

such as families, and schools, and religious congregations. These institutions ..,.the 
unseen pillars of civilization - must remain strong in America, and wewilLdefend 
them. 

We must stand with our families to help then1 raise healthy, responsible chilc 
dten. And when it comes to helping children make right choices, there is Work for 
all of us to do. 

One of the worst decisions our children can make is to gamble theidives and 
futures on drugs. Our government is helping parents confront this problem, witli 
aggressive education, treatment, and law enforcement. Drug use in high school 

has declined by n percent over the p<ist two years. Four hundred thousand fewer 
young people are using illegal drugs tran in the year 2001. in my budget, I have 
proposed newfondingto continue oilt aggn:~ssive, comn~unity-base'd strategy to 
reduce demand for illegal drugs. Drug testing in our schools has proven to be an 
effective part'of this .effort. So tonight I P,ropose an ·additional 23 million dollars · 
for schools that want to use drug testing as a tool to save children's lives. The. aim 
here is not to punish children, but to send them this message: We love you, and 

. we don't. want to lose. you. 
To help children make right choices, they need good examples. Athletics 

play suth an important role in our society, but, unfortu~ately, some in profession-· 
al sports are not setting much of an example. The use of performance-enhancing 
'drugslike steroids in baseball, football, and other sport~ is dangerous, and itsends 

the wro:11g message - that there are shortcuts to accomplishm~nt, and that per­
formance is more imp9rtant than chara.cter. So tonight! call on team owners, 
union representatives, coaches, and players to take the lead, to send the right sig­
nal, to get tough, and to get rid of steroids now . 

. To encourage right c;hoices, we must be willing to confront the dangers 
young people face -. even when they are difficult to talk about. . Each year, <J.bou.t 

. three rp.illion teenager~ contract sexually transmitted dis.eases that can harm 
them, or kill them, or prevent them from ever becoming parents. In my budget, 
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I propose a grassroots campaign to help inform families about these medical 
risks. We will doubk Federal funding for abstinence prograrns, so school~ .can 

teach this fact of life: Abstinence for young people is the only cer.tain way to 
avoid. sexually transmitted diseases. De.cisions children make now can affect 
their health and character for the rest of their lives. All ofus - par~nts, schools, 
government - must work together to counter the negative influence of the ctil~ 
ture, and to sefid the right messages tQ Ottr'children. 

A strong America must also value the insti.tution of marriage. I believe we 
should respect individuals as we take a principled standJor one of the most fun~ 
damental, enduring inst1tutions of our civilization. Congress has already taken a 

stand on this issue by passing ~he Defense of Marriage Act, signed ii11996 by·. 
President Clinton. That statute protects marriage tmder Federal law as the. uni~n . 

·of a.man and a woman, and declares that one st.ate may not redefine rnarriage fcir 
other states. Activist judges, however, have begun t'edefo~ing marriage by court 
order, without regard for the will of the people and their elected representatives, 
On an issue of such great consequence, the people'svoicemust be heard. If judges 
insist on forcing their arbitrary will upon the people, the 9nly alternative left to 
~he people would be the constitutional process. Our Nation must defend the 
sanctity of marriage. 

The outcome of this debate is important - and sois the way we conduCt it 
The same moral tradition that defines marriage als9 teaches that each individual 
has dignity and value in God's sight. · 

· It is also important to strengthen ou:r tornmunities by unleashing the. co~~ 
. passion of America's religious institutions. Religious c)1arities of evety creed are 

doing s01ne ofthe .most vital work in our count,ry - mentoring children, feeding 
the hungry, taking the hand of the lonely. Yet government has ofteri denied social 
service grants and ton tracts to these groups, just because they have a cross or Star 

. of David or crescent on the wall. By Executive Order, I have opened billions of 
dollars in grant money to competition that includes faith-based charities. Tonight 
I ask you to codify this into law, so people of faith can know that the law willnever 
discriminate against them again, 

In the past, we have ~orked together to bring mentors t~ the children of 
prisoners, and provide treatment for the addicted; and help for the horrteless. 
Tonight I. ask you to consider another groyp of Americans in need of help·. Thi~ 
year; some 600,000 inmates will be released froril prison back into society. We 

·know from long experience that if they can't find work, or a home, or help, they 
are much more likely to coml'nit more crimes and return to prison. So tonight, I 
propose a four~year, 300 million dollar Pris0,9er Re-Entry Initiative to expand job 
traii'iing and placement services, to proyide transitional housing, and to help 
newly released prisoners get D;1entorin:g, including frc)rn faith~based groups. 

10 



America is the land of the second chance - and when the gates of the prison open, 

the path ahead should lead to a better )ife. 
For all Americans, the last three years have broiight tests we did not ask for, 

and achievements shared by all. By our actions, we have shown what kind of 
Nation we are. In grief, we found the grace to go on. In challenge, we rediscov­
ered the courage and da~ing of a free people. In victory, yve have shown the noble 
aims and good heart of America. And having come this far, we sehse that we live 

in a time set apart. 
I have been a witness to the character of the American people, who have 

shown calm in times of danger, comp_assion for one a,nother, and toughness for 

the long haul. All of us have been partners in a great enterprise. And even some 
of the youngest understand that we'are living in historic times. Last mon.th a girl 
in Lincoln, Rhode Island, sent me a letter. It began, "Dear George W. Bush." "If 
there is anything you know, I Ashley Pearson age 10 can do to help anyone, please 
send me a letter and tell me what I can do to save our country." She .added this 
P.S.: "If you can send a letter to the troops ... please put, 'Ashley Pearsbh believes 
in you:" 

Tonight, Ashley, your message to our troops has just been conveyed. _And 
yes; you have some duties yourself. Study hard in school, listen to your mOI11 and 
dad, help someone in need, and when you and your friends see a man or woman 
in uniform, say "thank you:' And while you do your part, all of us here in this 
great chamber will do our best to keep you and the rest of America safe and free: 

My fellow citizens, we now move forward, ~ith confidence and faith. Oiir 
Nation is strong and steadfast. The cause we serve is right, because itis the cause 
of all mankind. The momentum of freedom in our world is unmistakable - and 
it i~ not carried forward by our power alone. We can trrst in that greater power 
Who guides the unfolding of the years. And in all that is to come, we can know 
that His purposes are just and true. · . 

May God bless the United States of America. 

Thank you. 
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Mr. Speaker, Vice, Presitjent Cheney, Members of Congres~, 
distinguished guests, and fellow citizens: 

. . ' . 

America this evening is a Nation called to great responsibilities., And 
we are rising to meet them. 

As we gather tonight, hundreds ofthousands ofAmerican servicemen/ . 
and women are deployed across the world in the war on terror .. By bringing · 
hope to the oppressed, and delivering justice to the violent, they are 
making America more secure. 

Each day, law enforcement personnel and intelligenceofficers are .. 
tracking terrorist threats; analysts are examining airline passenger lists; the 
men and women of .our new Homeland Security Department are patrolling , 
our coasts and borders. And their vigilance is protecting America. 

Americans are proving once again to be the hardest working people 
in the world. The American economy is growing stronger. The taxrelief 

· · you pass.ed is working... . . ·~.· . · . · .. · 
, , , ~-, , , ', , , fu', •', , 

. . Ton.ight, Member~ongr~ss cantakeprid.e inj9r~at works of . ·.· 
. c~~pass1on and refo~~~t, skeptics had thought 1mposs~b~e. ~~'re.. 

raising the standards~ur public schools; and you are giving our senior . 
citizens prescription drug. coverage underMedicare. 

· We have faced serious challenges together ~ and now we face a 
choice: ·we can go forward with confidence and resolve - or we can turn 
back to the dangerous illusion thatterrorists are>not plotting and outlaw 
regimes are no threat to us. We can press on with economi~.g~th, and 

· reforms i~ ~~ucation and Medicare- or we can turn back toyie old policies 
· and old d1v1s1ons. · · · · . · 

.·· '•,., ,, , , ··. ~~, , 

·. ·we have not come, all this way - throu~· ·. tragedy, and trial, and. war~ 
.o .... ·.n·.·ly to.fa. lte···r· a. n. ··d.leav. e.· o.·.ur w. or.k·.unf.in .. ish. e.d .. Americ. ans are .. ·····.risi.·ng.· to •.t.··.h···e· '· 
tasks of history, and they expect the same us.· In their efforts, their 
enterprise, and their character, the American people are showing that the 
state of our Union is confident and strong. 

, , 

Ollr greatest responsibility is the active defense oftheAmerican 
people, Twenty-eight months have passed since September 11th, 2001 - · 

, , \ , , .· , _,, , .·• , 

. , , 

'· . . " 

Q) , ·.·~·. 



over two .years without an attack on American soil-- arid it istempting to 
believethat the danger is' behind us. That hope is understandable, 
comfbrting...,... and false. The killing has continued_in Bali, Jakarta, 
Casablanca, Riyadh, Mombassa, Jerusalem, Istanbul, and Baghdad. The 
terrorists continue to plot against America and the civilized world. And by · 

·our will and courage, this danger will be defeated.· . OU!k . . . .. . 
.· flnside the United States, where the war began, we must Continue to ·. ·. 

giv~.h.omeland security and law enforcement personrn~I every tool they .. ··· 
neea to defend us. And one of those essential tools is the PATRIOT Act, .· 
which allows Federal law enforcement to better share information, to track 
terrorists, to disrupt their cells, and toseize theirassets. For years, we 
have used similar provisions to catch embezzlers and drug traffickers. If · 
these methods are good for hunting criminals, they are even more 
important for hunting terrorists. Key provisions of the PATRIOT Act are set 
to expire next year. r terrorist threat will not expire on that schedule. · 
Our· law enforcement nee this vital legislation to protect our citizens-you 
need to renew the PATRIOT ~ ~--· ,h 

~ i~ ~'\ll.O 
A rica is on the offensive against the terrorists who started t 1s war. 

Last Ma ch, Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, a mastermind of September 11th, 

August 11th brought the capture of the terrorist Hambali, who was a key 
player in the attack in Indonesia that killed over 200 people. ~W~1 re_, 
tracking al-Qaida around the world·~· and nearly two-thirds of their known 
leaders have now been captured or killed. Thousands ofvery skilledand 

d·.·· .... et·.·e······.r·m···. in·e···d.·. mi···li·t. ary personne. I are. on·~· ·m. a .. n .• hunt,.goin·g···.· a. fte. r th.er. e. ··m ... ·ain.· i.n. g.·.· killers who hide in cities and caves - d, one by one, we will bring the<5e_; V . 
. terrorists to justice. ~. . ·· ·.~· · . . . · . "--

. ' ' ' . . 

As part of the offensive against terror, we are also confronting the 
regimes that harbor and support terrorists, andcould supply them with 
nuclear, chemical, or biolbgical weapons. The United States and our allies 
are determined: We refuse to live in the shadow of this- ultimate danger. 

The first to see our determinationweretheTaliban., who made 
Afghanistan the primary training base of al-Qaida killers .. As of this month, 
that country has a new constitution, guaranteeing free elections· and full 
participation by women. Businesses are opening, health care centers are 

. being established, and the boys and girls otAfghanistan are back in schooL 



·.' ·. '·.·· .·· .· '. ' ,iJ/.· ' ' ' ., . :)(V- . . 

With~o · 4 new Afghan Army, our coalition is 1eading aggressive V 
raids againstfs~~1ving members of the Taliban and al-Qa1da. The men and 
womenofAfghanistan are building a nation that is free; and proud, and 
·fighting terror --- and America is honored to betheir friend. . · ·· 

Since we last met in this chamber, combatforces of the United 
States, Great Britain, Australia, Poland, and other countries_ enforced the .. 
demands ofthe United Nations, ended the rule of Saddam Hussein -- and 
the people of Iraq are free. Having broken the Baathist regime, we face a 
remnant .ofviolent Saddam supporters. Men who ran awayJrom ourtrpops . 
in battle are now dispersed and attack from the. shadows. . . . · 

dange~he~: ~=n~f ;g ss :~=~s;h;;~a ~~~0o~s~ec~~'.~o~;rful. / 
ruler of Iraq was found in a hol , and now sits in a prison cell. Of the top 55 
officials of the former regim , we have captured or killed 45. Our forces are 
on the offensive, leading er 1,600 patrols a day, and conducting an 
averageof180 raids everyweek~ .We are dea'ling with the~ethugsin Iraq, 1 

. just as surely as we dealt with Saddam Hussein's evil regime, · 

The work of ilcWi~ \~~ew Iraq is hard, and it is right And America · 
has always bee willing to do what it takes for what is right Last January, 
Iraq's only law as the whim of one brutal man. Today our coalition is 
working with he Iraqi Governing Council to draft a basic law, with a bill of 
rights. working with Iraqis and the United Nations to prepare fora V 
transitionto full lraqisovereignty by the endofJune. As democracytC)kes 
holdin Iraq, the enemies offreedorrrwill do au in their power to spread · 
violence and fear. They are trying to shake the will of our country and our 
friends - but the United States of America will never be intimidated by · 
thugs and assassins. The killers wi.11 fail; and the Iraqi people will live in 
freedom .. 

Month by month, Iraqis are assuming more responsibilityfor their own .. 
secqrityandtheir own future. And tohight we are honored to welcom~ one 
oflraq's most respected leaders: the currentPresident of the Iraqi · 
Governing Council, Adnan Pachachi. Sir, America stands with youandthe ·. 
Iraqi people as you build a free and peaceful nation. 

·Because of American leadership and resolve, the world is changing 
for the better. Last month, the leader of Libya voluntarily pledged to 



ll 

disclose and dismantle all of his regime's weapons of mass destruction 
programs, including a uranium enrichment project for nuclear weapons. 
Colonel Qadhafi correctly judged that his country would be better off, and 
far more secure, Without weapons of mass murder. Nine months of intense 
negotiations involving the United States and Great Britain succeeded with 
Libya, while 12 years of diplomacy with Iraq did not. And one reason is 

· clear: For diplomacy to be effective, words must be credible - and no one 
. can now doubt the word of America. . . 

Different threats require different strategies. Along with nations in the 
region, we are insisting that North Korea eliminate its nuclear program. 
America and the international community are demanding that lranmeefits 
commitments and not develop nuclear weapons. America is committed to 

· keeping the world's most dangerous weapons out of the hands of the 0 
~most dangerous regimes. · . · · · .. · .· · . · · · · 

. When I came to this rostrum on September,, 2001, I brought the. 
police shield of a fallen officer, my reminder of lives that ended, and a task 
that does not end. I gave to you and to all Americans my complete 
commitment to securing our country and defeating our enemies. And this 
pledge, given by one, has been kept by many. You in the Congress have 
provided the resources for our defense, and cast the difficult votes of war 
and peace> Our closest allies have been unwavering. ·America's 
intelligence personnel and diplomats have been skilled and tireless. . ·· .· 

· . . .. ·. And. t.he m. en~;~. om .. ~ ~j~. ~ Am,ericat;;;,~- they hav.e t~ken . /.· . 
the hardest duty. . seen their skill and courage in armored V 
charges, and midnight raids, and lonely hours o. faithful watch. We have. J) .. 
seen the joy when they return, and felt the sorrow when one is lost. PflWQ_· · 'v~ · 
had the honor of meeting our servicemen and women at many posts, from 

. the deck of a carrier in the Pacific, to a mess hall in Baghdad. Many of our 
. , troops are listening tonight. And I want you and your families to know: 

America is proud ofyou. And my Administration, and this Congress, will 
. give you the resources you need to fightand win the war on terror. 

. .. .. . . ·. ~· ~ 

I know that some people question ifAmerica~i eally · awar at all. 
They view terrorism more as a crime - a problem t be s ved mainly with . 
law enforcement and indictments. After the .World .· rade Center was first 
attacked in 1993, some of the guilty were indicted, tried, onvicted, and 
sent to prisori. But the matter was not settled. The terrorists were still 



' . · ... :· . . .. · ., . ' ' . 

training and plotting in other nations, arid d a~~ng .up more.ambitiousplans: ·.· /. ·. 
After the chaos and carnage ofSeptember 11 , it is nofen.ough to serve V 

· . our enemies with legal papers.· The terrorists and their supporters dedared ... 
war:oh the. United States - and war is wh~tthey got. · · · · · · · 

.· .. ·. !P~'(~ .· . . .... ·. ·.· ... · . ·····. 
Some in this c mber, and in our country, did not support the· 

liberationqf Iraq. bjections to vvaroftei"l come.from principled motives .. · 
But let us.be ca id about the consequen_ces.of leaving Saddam Hussein 
ih power. . . , seeking all the facts- already the Kay Report Identified ·· c/ 
~ozens of weapons of mass destruction~related program activiti.es .and · 
sig·nificahtamounts. of equipment that Iraq concealed fromJhe United .,:····.· .. 

. .. Nations. Ha"C;fwe failed to act, the dictator's weapons ofmassdesfru:cfion 
programs would continue to this day. Had we failed to act,Securlty Council· 

·· resolutions on Iraq would have been revealed as empty threats, weakening 
·· the·United'Nations and encouraging defiance bydictators around the world. 

Iraq's torture chambers would still be filled with victims:.... terrified and.· .· 
innocent. J"he killingfields of Iraq -'where hundreds of thousands ofm.en,{M'\O\ 
womerl, ~nd children vanished into the sands~ woulo still be known qrlly to 

. . . . . . . .. ' . .. . . . .,. . . . . . .·. . .. " . . . . ;· ......... ' .. . 
the killers. For all who love freedom and peace, the world withoutSaddan1. · 

. Hussein's regime is a better and ·safer place: . . ' ,. . 

Some critics have saidour duties in Iraq must be internationalized .• •.·· · 
This particularcriticism is hard to explain to our partners inBritain, · · 
Australia;' Japan, South Korea, the Philippines, Thailand, Italy, Spain; .· 
.Poland, penrnark, Hungary, Bulgaria, Ukraine, Romania; the Netherlands; .·· ·· 
Norway/E;I Salvador, and the 1tother countriesthat have committed·:; .. • 

·troops to Iraq. As we debate athome; we must neyer ignore the·vit~J· (),lAr. ·· · 
· contributions of our international partners, or dismiss their sacrifices. ;, · · .. ' m 
·the beginning, America has sought internationafsupportfor. perati.ons in / 
Afghanistan and Iraq, and we have gained much support. There is a 
difference, however, between leading a coalition of many nations,. and 
submitting to the objections of a few. America will never seek a permission 
slip to defend the security of our~~ . , · · ? 

' We. also hear doubts that democracy is a reaYistic goal for the gr.eater . . 
· Middle ·East, where freedom is rare. Yet it is mistaken, and condescending, 

to assume thatwhole cultures and greatreligions are incompatible with · · 

Jib. ert. y p. .. nd __ se. ~f.-g. ~ve_ rnm_ e. nt. I b.elieve that God·. ·_has pl~nt~d in.· eve~ry· h_eart .. . .. .·. 
the des1reto live in freedom: And even whenthat desire _1s crushe . by ·. . ... 

tyranny for decades, it will rise again. ·. .• . . · .. · · • . . . hyrntL'V'--, 
.@· .. : ., . 

. . -·· -
_:.:___ ____ -_ ______,:__• ____ ·_. 



· . . As long as the Middle East remains a place of tyranny ~:t~ 
anger, it will continue to produce men and movements that t~reatenthe 
safety of America and our friends. So America is pursuing a forw.ard 
strategy of freedom in the greater Middle East. We will challenge the 

. enemies of reform, confront the allies of terror, and expect a higher , .. · .. ·· .· /. · .• ·· 
standard from our frien9¥ To cut through the barriers of hateful····· V · · 
propaganda, the Voice of America and other broadcast services are 
expanding their programming in Arabic and Persian -and soon, a new 
television service will begin providingreliable news and information across 
the region. I will send you a proposal to double the budgetofthe National 
Endowme or Democracy, and to focus its new work onthe development 
.of free efectior,is, ree markets, free press, and free labor unions in the 
Middle East An above all, we will finish the historic work of democracy in 
Afghanistan and. Iraq, so those nations can light the way forot~ers, and . 
help:transform a troubled part of the world. 

America is a Nation with a mission - and that mission comes from our 
most basic beliefs. We have no desire to dominate, nO ambitions of 
empire .. Our aim is a democratic peace - a peace founded upon the dignity 
and rights of every man and woman. America acts in this cause with 
friends and allies at our side, yet we understand our special calling: Thil5 .. ·. /.' · .. ,·. 
great republic will lead the cause of freedom. · . . V 
•. ·~··. ·' . . . .. · 

. .. · lnt~last three years, adversity has also revealed thefundamental 
~trehgths of the American economy. We have come through recession,. 
and terrorist attack, and corporate scandals, and the uncertainties ofwaL .: 
Ahd because you acted to stimulate our economy With tax relief, this · 
economy is strong, and growing stronger. ·• ·. ·. ~ · •.. ~ ~ 

·You have doubledthe child tax credit from 500 to ,iihousand dollars, 
reduced the marriage penalty, begun to phase out the death tax, reduced 
taxes on capital gains and stock dividends, cut taxes on smallbusine:sses, 
and you· have lowered taxes for everyAmerican who pays income taxes .. 

Americans took those dollars and put them to work, drivingthi's. 
economy forward. The pace of economicgrowth in the third quarter of 
2003 was the fastest in nearly 20 years. New home construction.: the · 
highest in almosf 20 years. Home ownershiprates: the highesteveL 

··Cf) 
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· Manufacturing activity is increasing. Inflation. is low. Interest rates are low.- .. 
. -Exportsare.g·rowing. Productivity is high .. And jobs are on the,-rise. · ·· · > 

. ' 

..... .· IJ1ese nunibers confirm that th.e American people are :lJsirig {_heir· · .. 
· · .mC>,neyJar bett~r than. government wouJq ti.ave""'" and you w~re:.ri;ght to> · 

retumit... . ·•· ··~···. 
· ·.···America's growing ec.ono ·a ch . ing economy ·As · . . '·/ ·. · 

Jechriologytra·nsforms the wa . . : Jdb"is don~, Ameri.cabecom~s V · ·•· .: 
.. · }nO,reproductive, and workers need new skills; Mu~h of o~r}<)b growth will .. ".· 

befound in high-skilled fields_ like health care and biotechnology.. So we .. : 
• must respond by helping more Americans g~inthe. skllls to find good jobs in 
·· ourneweconomy. · 

· · . . . . WQ}c~. · W<l/'r~ ·, · ... 
· .·. .All sk(llsbegin.with. e basics of rea .. gand ·math, w~ichare > . ·•· .· .. 

·· supposed to be learne in the early gr es of qur schools. Yetfpr too Jong, 
·for too many childre ,those skills ·re never mastered. By pa:ssing the r)Jo . 

... ·::. ·:-.· 

Child. L.eft Behind· · t; ya~· ~ave . ade·th~ expectation oflite'racy.the l.a\/V o.f ·. . / ·•·· 
our country. prov1din . ore funding for our schools -a 36 percent· V .·.· 
increase since 2001. . · requiring higher standards·. We ar~ regularly:' .. · . •. 

· te§ting every child on the fundamentals> We are reporting result$ to . . ·.···· .·. . 
parents, and making sure they have better options when schools. are not · ·· 
performing. We are making progress toward excellence for every childC~1 , 

. · ( .• I rrvl£1Altl.... 
. But the status quo always has· defenders. Some want to und.ermine .. 

the No Child. Left Behind· Act by weakening $tandards and.accountab:Uity. , 
Yet the re,sults we require are really a m.atter of common sEmse: .. We expect 
third.graders to·read and do math a~third grade level - and~ not 
asking .too mu~h. Testing is the only way to identify and hel~ 2-"~enls who· 
are falling behind. . ~ . · . · ~\:5-

·.This NationwHlnotgo backtothe~days.ofsimply shuffling.children.. . .·\·. 
?-long from grade to grade: without thernJearriing the basiqs. Lrefuse~to' · .. 

· give. up on any child - and the No Child Left Behind Act is opening ther door 
of b'pportunity to all of America's children: .·.. . 

- ,i ' ·>. ,' 
. . . 

·. · At the same time, we must ensure, that older students and adults cat1 . 
gain the skills they need to 'find work now.·. Many ofthe fastest-growing · .. 

. occupations require strong math and science preparation; and training 
beyond. the high school level. . So tonight I propose a series of measures 

®··.·.· ···-.· . 
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. called Jobsfor the 21st Century. This program will provide extra help to { 
middle- and high schoolstudents who fall behind in reading and math, ·. / ~ 
~xpand Advanced Placement programs in low-income schools, ~nvite . V . ·. . r 
math and science professionals fromthe private sector to teach part-time in t 

· our high schools. I propose larger Pell Grants for students who prepare for .. ·.· .· ~ 

co.·.·.llege wi·t. h dema.nd.· in.g cou .... r.ses .. in.· high s.cho. o. I.. l·p .. ropos·e····.··in.cre sin our .. "'.'"'.l. Joo~.·.· .. ·~ •... :.'. 
support for America's fine community colleges so the can am workers . 

,~ for th~ industries that are creating_ the mOs_t ~e~ jobs. By _all these a~tions, '3£P 
~ ,.we w..11 help more and more Americans to JOln 1n the growing prosperity of · 

our country. · · .· · . . . . . ~vu) 

·Job.training is important, and so is job creation. We must continue-to ~ 
pursue an aggressive, pro-growth economic agenda .. 

. . . .. . .• .· .. ·· ~tf'';(_ 
Congress has some unfinished. business on the issue of axes: The ~ M-

. tax reductions you passed are setto expire. Unless you act,. the unfair tax /)..,rt:;_~ 
on marriage will go back up. Unless you act, millions of farnilieswill be 

>charged300 dollars more in Federal taxes for every child. Unless you act, 
· small businesses will payhigher-taxes. Unless you act, the death taxwill 
eventually come back to life. Unless you act, Americans face a tax 1 _ / 

increase. What.#te Congress has given, the Congress should not take V 
away: Fqrthe sake ofjob growth, the tax cuts you passed shpuld be 
permanent. 

Our agenda for jobs arid growth must help small business owners 
·and empl9yees with relief frornneedlessFederal r~gulation, and protect 
them from junk and frivolous lawsuits. Consumers and businesses need 

· reliable supplies of energy to make our economy run - sol urge you to . 
pass legislation to modernize our electricity system, promote conservation, 
and make Americaless dependent onforeign sources ofenergy. My . 

· .Adm .. i ... ~is.tratio .. n isprom. ot .. ing free and fair tr .. ade, to open u~.·n ... id ... marke.ts for 
America's entrep~r~neurs, and manufacturers, and farmer · to create L./' / · 
jobs forAmeric~workers. Younger workers should have the opportunity ~ 
to build ~nest egg by saving partoftheir Social Security taxes in a · · 
personal retirement account. We should ,make the Social Security system 
a source of ownershipfor the Americ~~ . ·.. . . ·.. . . , 

. acting~nsdg~~~~~:a~ii~£=~~!~~er1~~!~~~:t~~~1~~~XdbJou 7 
a budget that funds the war, protects the homeland, and meets important 



domestic needs, while limiting the growth in discretionary spending to less 
than four percent. This will require that Congress focus on priorities, cut 
wc:lsteful spending, and be wise with the people's money, By doing so, we 
can cut the deficit in half over the next five years. · 

Tonight I also ask you to reform our immigration laws, so they reflect 
our values andbenefit our economy. I propose a new temporary worker 
program to match willing foreign workers with willing employers, when no 
Americans can be found to fill the job; This reform will be good for our 
economy - because employers will find needed workers in an honest and 
orderly system .. A temporary worker program will help protect our 
homeland """" allowing border patrol and law enforcement to focus on true 
threats to our national security. I oppose amnesty, because it would 
encourage further illegal immigration, and unfairly reward those who break 
our laws. My temporary worker program will preserve the citizenship path 
for those who respect the law, while bringing millions of hardvvorking men 
and women out from the shadows of American life. 

. . . . ' 

Our Nation's health care system, like our economy, is also in a time . 
. of change. Amazing medical technologies are improving and saving lives. 
This dramatic progress has brought its own challenge, in the rising costs of· 
medical care and health insurance. M~mbersof Congress, we must work . 

·.together to help control those costs and extend the benefits of modem 
medicine throughout our country. · 

· Meeting these goals requires bipartisan effort - and two months ago; 
you showed the way. By strengthening Medicare and.adding a prescription 
drug benefit, you kept a basic commitment to our seniors: You are giving 
them the modern medicine they deserve. 

Starting this year, under the law you passed, seniors can choose to 
receive a drug discount card, saving them 10to 25 percent off the .retail 
price of most prescription drugs -- and millions of low~income seniors can 

· get an additional 600 dollars to buy medicine. Beginning next year, sehjors 
wiUha.ve new coverage for preventive screenings against diabetes and·· 
heart disease, and seniors just entering Medicare can receive wellness 
exams. 

In January of 2006, seniors can get, prescription drug coverage under 
Medicare. For a monthly premium of about 35 dollars, .most seniors who 

® 



do not have that coverage today can expect to see their drug bills cut 
roughly in half. Under this reform, senior citizens will be able to. keep their 
Medicarejust as it is,.or they can choose a Medicare plan.that fitsthem 
best.;.... just as you, as Members of Congress, can choose an insu(anc~ plan 
'that meets your needs. And starting this year, millions of Am~ricans Will be 
able to save money tax-free for their medical expenses, in a health savings 
accodnt 

. I signed this measure proudly, and any attempt to limit the choices of 
our seniors, or to take away their prescription drug coverage under · 
Medicare, will meet my veto. · · 

On the critical issue of health care, our goal is to ensure that 
Americans can choose and afford private health care coverage that best 
fits their individual needs. To make insurance more affordable, Congress. 
must act to .address rapidly rising health care costs. Small businesses 
should be able to band together and negotiate for lower insurance rates, so 
they can cover more workers with health insurance - I urge you to pass 
Association Health Plans. I ask you to give lower-income Americans a 
refundable tax credit that would allow millions.to buy their own basic health 
insurance. By computerizing health records, we can avoid dangerous · 

... medical mistakes, reduce costs, and improve care. To protect the doctor­
.· patientrelationship, and keep good doctors doing good work,. we must 

eliminate wasteful and frivolous medical lawsuits. And tonight I propose 
that individuals who buy catastrophic health care coverage, as part of our 

. new health savings accounts, be allowed to deduct·100 percentof the 
pr~miums from their taxes. 

A government-run health care system is the wrong prescription. By 
keeping costs under control, expanding access, and helping mqre .... 
Americans afford coverage, we will preserve th~ system of private medicine 
that makes America's health care the best in the world. 

( ' I 

· We are Ii ·ng in a time of great change.,.... in our world, in our 
e.conomy, An science and medicine. Yet somethings endure ..... 

. courage and compassion, reverence and integrity, respect for differences .. 
of faith and rac€L The values we try to· live by never change. And they are 
instilled in us by fundamental institutions, $UCh as families., and schools, 

a. n. d .rel.igious congre.ga.tions. ·Thes. e inst. it6t.io. n.s -. th··~ .. · .•... u.ns.·ee·. n. p.illars .. of . 
· civilization - must remain strong in America, and we ill defend them .. 

. . L . . SJ2 .. · .·· .. · @ . 
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We must stand with our families to help them raise healthy,· 
responsible children.~~en it comes to helping children make rig 

choices, there iS' work for of us to do. ;~:t~i7'N< 7'"'"""'"I·"" 

" : ~ 

·./·· .. •·.· .. 

. . . . ·,,_·. 

. . .. One.of the worst decisions our childre'n can make: is to·. a le their. 
lives and futures on drugs. Our government is helping par nts confr¢ntthis 

.·problem, with aggressive education, treatment, and law e forcemenL Drug 
use. in high school has declined by .11 percent over the ·. . two years. 

· Fot.Ar hundred thousand fewer young people are using illegal drugs than in . v.· . . , 
Jheyear'2001. in my budget, l~propo·sed new funding to pontinue our' 

gressive, ·community~based strategy to reduce demand for illegal drugs: , .. 
Drug testi · · our schools has proven to be an ·effective part of this effort .. · < 

o tonight I propos an additional 23 million dollars for schools thatwant to··.· 
'·;::.~;use.drug ~esting as a tool to save·ch.ildreh's·lives .. The aim hereris nottp- · _·L 
,.,.;·:;,punish children, but to send them this message: We love you, andwe dovt~ .. · 
· "·~wanfto lose you. .. , ..... . 

.. · .. . .. · To .t)_elp children make right choice.$; th$y need good examples. . .· 
·· · Athletics play such an ·important role in our·society,~but, unfortunately; .· 

some.in professional sports are not setting:muchofan example. The·uSe 
of performance~enhancing drugs like steroids in baseball, football, :arid·· 
other sports is dangerous,. and it sends the Wrong message "--that there are· .. ·. · 
shortcuts to accomplishment, and thatperfprmance is more important than · > 

·' . character.;· So tonight-I call on team own~rs, union represen tives, .. ·. ·.· .·.·~ .·. · .. · • 
. c(ja~hes, and players to take the lead;tclsendthe right si · al, to get·toug.h; • 
• andto g~(rid of steroids now. ·.. ·· .• .· ·. ·· · · · ·.··.··. . · · ·. _. · · ·. . ·. . . · .. · · 

·. 
1 dange~~ ;6~~~r;;~~~ ~~~:oi~~!n w:h~~~:z!: ri:~~E;~~r:l:ut~ ··•·· 

· · Each year; about three million teenagers contract sexuall'y transmitted 
·· diseases that can harm them, or kill them,· or prevent them fro·ril ever· . 

·becoming parents. lnmybudget, I proposea grassroots campaign to.help ~ 
infdrm families abo.ut these medical risks~ We will double. Federalfunding . · 

. for abstinence programs; so·schools can teach this fact of life:.· Abstinence · 
·.··. for young people is the only certainwa to avoid sexuallytran:smitted ·· ·. 
• . · diseases ... Decisions ·childr~ ake now an ·affect their healthgn9,. · * . · 

.· . charact.er for the rest of their 1ves. AIL of us - parent~ools~ .. ,_.,.~ 
government~ must work together to counterthe negative influence of the. 
culture, andto send the right messages to our children; · · · 

·~ .. · .. ··.· ....•. · ®·,·.·· 
·. •'·· •• • ·1 

· .. 
.. ···. 
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A strong .America mus lso value the institution .of marriage. . 
believe we should respect i dividualsaswetake aprincipled stand for one 
of th~ most fundamental,. nduring institutions of our.civilization. Congress 
has already taken a stan on this issue by passing the Defense of Marriage 
Act, signed in 1996 by P esident Clinton. That statute protects marriage· 
under Federal law as union of a man and a woman, and declaresJhat-
one state may not redefine· marriage for other states.· Activist judges, . 
however, have begun redefining marriage by court order, without regard for 
the willof the people and th~ir elected representatives. On an issue of · 
such greatconsequence, the people's voice must be heard. lfjudges insist 
on forcing their arbitrary will upon the people, the only alternative leftto the 
P. eople would bethe constitutional proce ... ss. Our Nation must defend the 
sanctityof marriage. · · 

The outcome of this debate is important- and so is the way we 
conductit. The same moral tradition that defines marriage also teaches 

. that each individual has dignityand value in God's stght. 

·. . . ~';!so important to strendetaurcommuni ·eS"b'tunleashing the V 
·compassion of America's religicf':s i~stitution.;;. R~ious charities of every 
, creed. are doing pOme of the r:nf.St Vital work 1n 07,"° country""'": mentoring .. . 

••·.·· c.h····il·d··.re .. n .... · .. •.f.eed· .. i·· .. ng ... the _h·u·n . . g·JY .. · '. t.r.1< k. in···g t·h·.· e ... h ... · .. a .. nd. o··~f .. he·· .. ·.lo···n·e·.ly····· .... Y ...... e··.··t. g. o. ·.v·· ..... ·ern.·m·· ... ent has often denied social servict grants an~ con acts to these groups, JUSt . / .... ·· 
because they have a cross or ~tar of David or rescent on the wall. By ·. v 
Executive Order, I have opened billions of dollars in grant money to .· · 
competition that includ.es faith-based charities. Tonight I ask you to codify 

. this i.nto law, so people of faith can know that the law will never discriminate 
againsfthem again .. 

\ 

In the past, we have worked together to biing mentors to.~ children / 
ofprisoners, and provide treatment forthe addicted, and help forthe .. 
homeless. Tonight I ask you to consider another group of Americans in 

·need ofhelp. This year, some 600,000 inmates will be released from 
prison back into society. We know from long experience that if they can't 
find work, or a home, or help, they are much more likely to commit•ee ·v;­
crimeKand return toprison. So tonight,· I propose afour-year; 300 million v/ 
dollar Prisoner Re-'Entry Initiative to expand job training and placement 
services, to provide transitional housing, and to help newly released 
prisoners get mentoring, including from faith-based groups .. America is the 



( 

land of ~ond chance - and when the gates of the prison open, the / 
path ahead should lead to a better life. l- ~ . 
. ·.. . . .~ . . 

what kind of Nation we are. In gnef, we found the grace to go on. In / 

For all Americans, the lastthree y~e· s have brought tests we did not 
ask for . .' and achi.evements share~ by all. ·By. our ac.tions ... we ha. ve sh. own 

1. challenge, we redis.covered the courage and daring of a free people.· In 
victory, we have shown the noble aims and good heart of America. And · 

i 

I 

having com~ this far, we sense that we live in a time set apart. . 
. \ 'J~. . . . . .· 'fr~~ l5 / 
. f..flave beenJ(vvitness to the character of the America . , who V .· 

have shown calm in times of danger, compassion· or one nother, and 
toughness for the long haul. All of us have been partn s in a great 
enterprise. And even some of the youngest underst d that we are living. 
in historic times. Last month a girl in Lincoln, Rho Island, sent me a 
letter. It began, "Dear George W. Bush." "If there· anything you know, I 
Ashley Pearson age 10 can do to help anyone, please send me a letterand 
tell me what I can do to save our country." She added this P.S.: "If you 
c~n send a letter to the troops , .. please put, 'Ashley Pearson believes in 
you."' 

Tonight Ashley, your message toour troops has just been conveyed. 
And yes, yo have some duties yourself. Study hard in school, listen to . 
your mom dad, help someone in need, and when you and your friends 
see a man or woman in uniform, say "thank you." Andtwhile you do your 
part. , all of us here in this great chamber will do. our bes to keep you. and 
the rest of America safe and free. .. . . } ft2?~ 1 .· 

My fellow citizens, we now move forward, with ~onfidence and faith: 
Our Nation is strong and steadfast. The cause we serve is right, because it 
is the cause of all mankind. The momentum of freedom in our world is 
unmistakable - and it is not carried forward by our power alone. We can 
trust in that greater power Who guides the unfolding of the years. And in all 
that is to come, we can ~now that His purposes are just and true. 

May God bless !he UAi!ed State~ America: ~-l . ' ... 
(,o "'ti V\,tA. IL fU 

._I __ _ 
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Mr. Speaker, Vice President Cheney, Members _of Congress, distinguished·~--...;;...--:-::--
guests, and.fellow citizens: . 

America this evening is a Nation called to great responsibilities. Ahd we are 
rising to··meet them . 

. As we gather tonight, hundreds of thousands of.American service~en and 
. women are deployed across the world in the war on terror: By bringing hope to 
·· . the oppressed, and delivering justice to the viole~t, they are making America more 

secure. 
Each day, law enforcement pets~nnel am:]. intelligence officers are tracking 

te~rorist threats; analysts are examining airline passenger iists; the inen aiid 
·.women of oU:r new Hom.eland Security Department arepatrollingour coasts and 

borders. And their vigilance is protecting America. 
Americans are proving. once again to be.th~ hardest·working people in the 

world. The American economy is growing stronger. The tax relief you passed is 
working. · · · · · · · ; 

Tonight, Members of Congress can take pride in great works of compassion 
and reform that skeptics had thoughfimpossible .. You are raising the stamiards of ... 
our p~blic 'schools; ·and you are giving our senior citizens prescription drug. cov-
erage under Medicare. . . . . . . 

We. have faced serious challenges together - and riow we face a choice. We 
can go forward with. confidence and. r~solve - or we can turn back to the :danger­
ous illusion that terrorists are nbt plotting and outlaw regimes are no threat to us. 
We can press on with economic gtowth, and reforms in education and Medi~are 
- or we can turn back to the old policies and old diVisions. . 

We h~ve not come all tbis way - through tragedy, and trial, and war - only 
to falter and leave our work unfinished. Americans are rising to the tasks of his" / 

. toiy, ai1d they expect the same of.us. In their efforts, their enterprise, and their 
·character, the Ameriean people are· showing that the state df our Union is confi-. 

' : . . . 
dent~nd strong. . . 

Our greatest respons.ibility is· the. active defense of the American. people. 
Twenty-eight months· have pass~d since September· 1 lth,. 2001 - . over two years •. 

l 
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without an attack on American soil - and it is tempting to believe that the danger 
is behind us. That hope is understandable, comforting- and false. The killing has 

continued in Bali, Jakarta, Casablanca, Riyadh, Mombassa, Jerusalem, Istanbul, 
· and Baghdad. The terrorists continue to plot against America and the civilized 

world. And by our will and courage, this danger will be defeated. 

Inside the United States, where the war began, we must continue to give 
homeland security and law enforcement personnel every tool they need to defend 
us .. And one ofthose essential tools is the PATRlO'f Act, which allows Federal law 

enforcement to better share information, to track terrorists, to disrupt their cells, 
and to seize their assets. For years, we have used similar provisions to catch 
embezzlers and drug traffickers. If these methods are good for hunting criminals, 

they are even more important for hunting terrorists. Key provisions of the 
PATRIOT Act are seHo expire next year. The terrorist threat will not expire on 

that schedule. Our law enforcement needs this vital legislation to protect our cit­

izens - you need to renew the PATRIOT Act. 
America is on the offensive against the terrori~ts who started this war. Last , 

March,· Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, a mastermind of September· 11th, a\voke to 
find himself in the custody of U.S. and Pakistani authorities. Last August 11th 
brought the capture of the terrorist Hambali, who was a key player in the attack 
in Indonesia that killed over 200 people. We are tracking al-Qaida around the 
world - and nearly two-thirds of their known leade~s have now been captured or 
killed. Thousands of very skilled and determined military personnel are on a 
manhunt, going after the remaining killers who hide in cities and caves - and, one 
by one, we will bring the terrorists to justice. 

As part of.the offensive against terror,.we are also coi1fronting the regimes 

th<'tt harbor and support terrorists, and could supply them with nuclear, chemical, 
or biological weapons. The United States and Our allies are determined: We 
refuse to live in the shadow of this ultimate danger. 

The first to see our determination were the Taliban, who made Afghanistan 
the primary training base of al-Qaida killers. As of this month, that country has 
a new constitution, guaranteeing free elections and full participation by women. 

Businesses are opening, health care centers are being established, and the boys and 
girls of Afghanistan are back in school. With help from the new Afghan Army, our 
coalition is leading aggressive raids against surviving members of the Taliban and 
al-Qaida. The men and women of Afghanistan are building a nation that is free, 
and proud, and fighting terror'-- and America is honored to be their friend. 

Since we last met in this chamber, combat forces of the United States, Great 
Britain, Australia, Poland, and other countries enforced the demands of the 
.United Nations, ended the rule of Sadda!Il Hussein - and the people of Iraq are 
free. Having broken the Baathist regime, we face a remnant of violent Saddam 
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supporters. Men who ran away from our troops in battle are now dispersed and 

attack from the shadows. 
These killers, joined by foreign terrorists, are a serious, continuing danger. 

Yet we are making progress against them. The once all-powerful rulerof Iraq was 
found in a hole, and now sits in a prison cell. Of the top 55 officials of the former 

regime, we have captured or killed 45. Our forces are on the offensive, leading 
over 1,600 patrols a day, and conducting an average of 180 raids every week. We 

ate dealing with these thugs in Iraq, just as surely as we dealt with Saddam 

Hussei,n's evil regime. 
The work of building a new Iraq is hard, and it is right. And America has 

always been willing to do whatit takes for what is right. Last January, Iraq's only 

law was' the whim of one brutal man. Today our coalition is working with the . 
Iraqi Governing Council to draft a b;1sic law, with a bill of rights. We are working 
with Iraqis and the United Nations to prepare for a transition to fulllrtlqi sover­

eignty by the end of June. As democracy takes hold in Iraq, the enemies of free­
dom will do all in their power to spread violence and fear. They are trying to . 
shake the will ofour country and our friends - but the United States of America 
will never be intimidated by thugs and assassins. The killers will fail, and the Iraqi 

people will live in freedom. 
Month by month, Iraqis are assuming more responsibility for their own 

security and their own future. And tonight we are honored to welcome one of 
Iraq's most respected leaders: the current President of the Iraqi Governing 

Council, Adnan Pachachi. Sir, America stands with you and the Iraqi people as 
you build a free and peaceful nation. 

Because of American leadership and resolve, the world is changing for the 

better. Last month, the leader of Libya voluntarily pledged to disclose and dis­
mantle all of his regime's weapons of mass destruction programs, including aura-

. riium enrichment project for nuclear weapons. Colonel Qadhafi correctly judged 
th<1t his country would be better off, and far more secure, without weapons of 
mass murder. Nine months of intense neg(1tiati:ons in.volving the United States 
and Great Britain succeeded with Libya, while 12 years of diplomacy with Iraq did 
not. And one reason is clear: For diplomacy to be effective, words must be cred­
ible - and no one can now doubt the word of America. 

Different threats require different strategies. Along with nations in the 

region, we are insisting that .North Korea eliminate its nuclear program. America 
and the international community are demanding that Iran me~t its commitments 
.and not develop nuclear weapons. America is committed to keeping the world's 
most dangerous weapons out ofthe hands of the world's most dangerous regimes. 

When I came to this rostrum on September 20th, 2001, I brought the police 
shield of a fallen officer, my reminder oflives that ended, and a task that does not 
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end. I gave toyou and to all Arne.ricans my complete commitment to se.curing out 
country and defeating our enemies. And tJ-i:is pledge, given byone, has been kept 
by many. You in the Congress have provided the resources for our defense, and 
cast the difficult votes of war and peace: Our closest allies have been unwavering. 
America's intelligence personnel and diplomats have been skilled and tireless. 

And the· men and women of the Amerkan military-'- they have taken the. 
ha.rdestduty. We have seen their skilland courage in armored charges, and mid~ 
night raids, and lonely hours on faithful watch. We have seen the joywhen they 
return, and felt the sorrow when o~e is lost. I have had the honor of meeting our 
servicemen and women at many posts, from the deck ofa carrier in the Pacific, to 
a.mess hall in Baghdad. Many ofour troops are listening tonight. And I want you . 
and your faniilies to kno~v: America is proud of you. And tny Administration, 
and this Congress, will give you the resources yo~ need to fight and win the war 

on terror. .. 
I know that some people question if Amerka is really in a war at alLTh~y 

·view terrorism more as a crime - a problem to be solved mainly with law enforce- · 
ment and indictments. After the World Trade Center was first attacked ih 1993, 

some of the guilty were indicted, tried, convicted, and sentto prison. But the mate 
ter was not settled. The terrorists were still training and plotting in other nations, 
and drawing up more ambitious plans, After the chaos and carnage of September 
11th, it is notenough to serve our enemieswith legai papers. The terrorists <ind 
their supporters declared war on the United States '- and war is what they got. 

Some in· this chamber, and in our country, did not support theliberation of 
Iraq. Objections to war often come from principled motives. But let us be can-

• did about the consequences ofleaving SaddamHussein in power. We are seeking 
all the facts ~ already the Kay Report identified dozens of weapons of mass . 
destruction-related program activities and significant amounts of equipment thai 
Iraq concealed from the United Nations. Had we .failed to act, the dictator's 
weapons of mass destruction programs would continue to. this day. Had we failed 
to <ict, Sectirity Council resolutions on Iraq would have been revealed as empty 
threats, weakening the UnitedNations and eneoura:ging defiance by dictato~s 
around the world. Iraq's torture chambers would still be filled with victims'- ter­
rified and innocent. The killing fields ofiraq - where jrnndreds of thousands of 
men, women, and children vanished into the sands - would still be known only to 
the killers. .For all who love freedom and peace, the world without Saddam 
Hussein's regime is a better and safer place. · 

Some critics have said our duties in Iraqmust be internationalized. This 
particular criticism is hard to ~xplain to our partners in Britain, Australia, Japan, 
South Korea, the Philippines, Thailand, Italy, Spain, Poland, Denmark, Hungary, 
Bulgaria, Ukraine, Romania, the Netherlands, Norway, El Salvador, and the 17 
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• ~th~r countries that have committed troops to ln1q. As we debate at.home, we 
rl1ust never ign~re the vital contributions of our international partners, or dismiss .. 

. their sacrifice~. From the beginning, America has sought in~ernational ~uppoit · 
.· for operations in Afghanistan and Iraq, al1d we have gained much support There . 
~,is a difference, however, b~tween leading a ,coalition of rriany nations, and submit-
ting tb the objections of a few. America wiii never seeka permission slip todefen~ 
the security.ofour~people. . . .· . . . . 

We alSo hear doubts that democracy is·~ realistic goal forthe greater Middl.e 
East, where freedom is rare. Yet. itis mistaken, and condescending; tq assurhe that 

·whole. cultures and great religio~s ate incompatible with liberty and self~govern~ .. 
ment. I believe that God has planted in everf heart ~he desire to live in freedom . 

. And even when that desire is crushe,d l::>y tyranny for decades, it will rise again. 
· .. As. long as the Middle East remains a place of tyranny, despair; and anger, it 

. .. • - -. . . . J 

will continue to produce men and movements th<lt threaten the safety of America · 
and our friends. So America is pursuing aJorward strategy of freedom in< the 
greafor Middle East. We will challenge the enemies of reform, confront the all.ies 
of terror, and expect a higher standard from our friends .. To cut through the bar"· 
'riers. of hateful propaganda, .the Voice of America a~d other broadcast serv.ices 

. ' .. are expandil1g their programming in Arabic andPersiai:i. - ai:id SQQU, a new tele" 
. . . ·. visi.on~ic~ : will begin providing reliable news and: inforll1ation acros~. the : 0· ·.· · : · region. ·I w1H send yo\! a propqsal. to. double the budg.et of the National 

· ·.. .~.· ... 1 .. · .. ·. • .·· Endo~rit for Democr~cy, and to focus its new w0rk onthe developrnerit of 
· ·. .· ' . . free ~lections, free. m~tkets, free ptess, and free labo'r u~ic;nis in th~ Middl~ East~ " 

And above all, we. will finish the historic work ofdemocfacy in Afghanistan a:nd .. 
lraq, ~o those nations canJightthe way fo~ 'others, arid help transform a troubied 
part of the world. .· · . . · · .. .. · . · ·. 

. :, .. ·~ 

. .America.is a Nation with a mission-' at)d that mission C()mes fromo'Urrnost' ·. 
bask beliefs. We have no desire to dominate, no ambition:s of empire. Ot1r aim is .. 
a democratic peace - a peace founded ignity and rights of every riian 
and :Woman. America ads in this c use frieh s and allies a tour ~ide, yet W'e · · •... 1 
·Understand out special calling: This ubli willlead'the cai1se offreedoni~ .. 

·.· .. · In these Ja~t thtee years; ad ersi . . . . . 
strengths of the American economy.: 'e ha . Cb ethrough recession, and terror- . : . ' . '. . 
ist attack, and corporate Scandals, and the uncerf inties of war: Ahd because you 
acted to stimulate our economy withtainelief,,t . 's economy is-strong, ancl g~~w~ ·. 
ing stronger.. ·, ... 

You have doubled the child tax credit rom 500 .. to .a thousand dollars; 
.. reduced the marriage penalty, begun to phase out the death tax; reduced taxes 011 

capitaLgains and stock dividends, cut taxes o small husinesses, apdyou have low:: 
ered'taxes for every American who pay~inc . . . 
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Americans took those dollars and put them to work, driving this economy 
forward. The pace of economic growth in the third quarter of 2003 was the fastest 

in nearly 20 years. New home construction: the highest in almost 20 years. Home 

ownership rates: the highest ever. Manufacturing activity is increasing. Inflation 
is low. Interest rates are low. Exports are growing. Productivity is high. And jobs 

are on the rise. 
These numbers confirm that the American people are using their money far 

better than government would have ~ and you were right to return it. 

. America's growing economy is also a changing economy. As technology 
, transforms the way almost e~ job is done, America becomes more productive, 

and workers need new ski!~. Much of our job growth will be found in high~ 
skilled fields like health care\.rrc(biotechnology. So we must respond by helping 
more Americans gain the skills to find good jobs in our new economy. 

All skills begin with the .basics of reading and math, which are supposed 

to be learn,ed in the early grades of our schools. Yet for too long, for too many .· 
children, those skills were never mastered. By passi\lg ttJe No Child Left Behind 
Act, you have made the expectation of literacy the law of our country. We are 
providing more funding for our sct10ols - a 36 percent increase since 2001. We. 
are requiring higher standards. We are regularly testing every child on the fun­
damentals .. We are reporting results to parents, and making sure they have bet­
ter options when schools are not performing. We are making progress toward 
excellence for every child. 

But the status quo always has defenders. Some want to undermine the No 
Child Left Behind Act by weakening standards an.d accountability. Yet the results 
we require are really a matter of common sense: We expect third graders to read 

and do math at third grade level - and that is not asking too much. Testing is the 
only way to identify and help students who are falling behind. ·. 

This Nation will not go back to the days of simply shuffling children along 

from grade to grade without them learning the basics. I refuse to give up on any 
child - and the No Child Left Behind Act Is opening the do~r of opportunity t6 
all of America's children. 

At the same time, we must ensure that older students and adults can gain 
the skills they need to find work now. Many of the fastest-growing occupations 
require strong math and science preparation; and training beyond the high 

schoolleveL So tonight I propose a series of measures called Jobs forthel l st 
Cetitury. This program will provide e:Xtra help to middle- and high school stu­
dents who fall behind in reading and math, expand Advanced Placement pro­
grams in low-income schools, and invite math and science professionals from the 
private sector to teach part-time in our high schools.- I propose largerPell Grants 
for students who prepare for college with demanding courses in high school. I 
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propose increasing our support for America's fine. community colleges, so they 
can train workers for the industries that are creating the mo.st new jobs. By all 
these actions, we will help more and more Americans to join in the growing pros~ 

perity of our country. 
Job training is important, and so is job creation. We must continue to pur­

sue an aggressive, pro7growth economic agenda. 
Congress has some unfinished business on the issue of taxes. The tax reduc­

tions you passed are set to expire. Unless you act, the unfair tax on marriage will 

go back up. Unless you act, millions of families will be charged 300 dollars more 
in Federal taxes for every child. Unless you act, small businesses will pay higher 
taxes; Unless you act, the death tax will eventually come back to life. Unless you 

act, Americans face a tax increase. What the Congress has given, the Congress 
should not take away: For the sake of job growth, the tax cuts you passed should 
be permanent. · 

Our agenda for jobs and growth mqst help small business owners. and 
employees with· relief from needless Federal regulation, and protect them from 

junk and frivolous lawsuits. Consum.ers and businesses need reliable supplies of 
energy to make our economy run - so I urge you to pass legislation to modernize 

our ele~tricity system, pro~e conse~v<~tion,. an~ make. Ar:nerica less dq~endent 
~ on foreign sources of energy. my Adn11mstrat10n IS promotmg free and falf trade, 

, to open up new markets foY America's entrepreneurs, and manufacturers, <ind 
farmers, arid to create jobs for America's workers. Younger workers should have 

thebpportunity to build a nest egg by saving part of their Social Security taxes in 
a personal retirement accour1t. We should make the Social Security systt;m a 

source of ownership for the American people. 
And we should limit the burden of government on this economy by acting 

as gocid stewards of taxpayer dollars. In two weeks, I will send you a budget that 
funds the war, protects the homeland, a11d meets important domestic needs, 
wbile limiting the growth in discretionary spending to less than· four. percent. 
This will require that Congress focus on priorities, cut wasteful spending, and be 
wise with the people's money. By doing so, we can cut the deficit in halfover the · 

next five years. 
Tonight I also ask you to r.eform our immigration laws, so. they reflect our 

values and benefit our economy. I propose a new temporary worker progr~m to 

match willing foreign workers with willing employers, when no Americans can be 
found to fill thejob. This reform will be good for our economy- because employ­
ers will find needed workers in an honest and orderly system. A temporary work­

er program will help protect our homeland - allowing border patrol and law 
·enforcement to focus on true threats to our national sectirity. I oppose aninesty, 
because it would encourage further illegal immigration, and unfairly reward those 

7 



I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

i 

I 

I 

I 

I 

who break our laws. My temporary worker program will preserve the citizenship 
path for those who respect the l<>;w, while bringi11g millions of hardworking men 

and women out from the shadows of American life. 
Our Nation's health care system, like our economy,. is <ilso in a time of 

change. Amazing medical technologies are improving and saving lives. This dra­

matic progress has brought its own challenge, in the rising costs of medical care 
and health insurance. Members of Congress, we must work togethe1~ to help con­
trol those costs and extend the benefits of modern medicine throughout our 

country. 
Meeting these goals requires bipar:tisan effore - and two months ago, you .. 

·showed the way. By strengthening Medicare al1d adding a prescription drug ben­

efit, you kept a basic commitment to our seniors: You are giving them the mod­

ern medicine they deserve .. 
Starting this year, under the law you passed, seniors can choose to receive a 

drug discount card, saving them .10 to 25 percent off the retail price of most pre­
scription drugs - and millions of low-income seniors can get an additional 600 

dollars to buy medicine. Beginning next year, seniors will have new coverage for 
preventive screenings against diabetes and heart disease, and seniors just entering 
Medicare can receive wellness exams. 

In January of 2006, seniors can get .prescription drug coverage under 
Medicare. For a monthly premium of about 35 dollars, most seniors who do not 
have that coverage today can expect to see their drug bills cut roughly in half. 
Under this reform, senior citizens willbe able to keep their Medicare just as it is, 
or they can choose a Medicare plan that fits them best.- just as you, as Members 
of Congress, can choose an insurance plan that meets 1your needs. And. starting 
this year, millions of Arr{ericans will be able to save money tax-free for their m~d­
ical expenses, in a health savings account. 

I signed this measure proudly, and any attempt to limit the choices of OLir 
seniors, or. to take away their prescription drug coverage under Medicare, will 
meet my veto. 

. On the critical issue of health care, our goal is to ensure that Americans C<tn 
choose and afford private health care coverage that best fits. their individual 
needs. To make insurance more affordable, Congress must act to address rapid­
ly rising health care costs. Small businesses should be able to band together and 

negotiate for lower insurance rates, so they can cover more workers with health 
insurance - I urge you to pass Association Health Plans. I ask you to give lower­

income Americans a refundable tax credit that would allow millions to buy t~eir 
own basic health insurance. By computerizing health records, we can avoid d~n­
gerous medical mistakes, reduce costs, and improve care. To protect the doctor­
patient relationship, and keep good doctors doing good work, we must eliminate 
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wasteful and frivolous medical lawsuits. f}nd t~night Ipropose thatindividuals 
who buy cat<istrophic health care coverage, as part of our new health savings 

accounts, be .allowed to d.educt 100 p~rcent of the premiums from their taxes. 
A government-run health care system is the wrong prescription. By keeping 

costs under control, expanding access, and helping more Americans afford c.over­

age, we will preserve the system of private medicine that makes America's health 
care the best in the world. 

We are living in a time of great change - in our world, in our economy, and 

. in science and medicine. Yet some things endure - courage and compassion, rev­
erence and integrity, respect for differences of faith and race. The values we try to 

live by never change. And they are instilled in us by fundamental institutions, 
such as families, and schools, and religious congregations. These institutions - the 

unseen pillars of civilization - must remain strong in Am\erica, and we will defq1d 
them . 

. We must stand with our families to help them raise healthy, responsible chil­
dren: And when it comes to helping children makeright choices, there is work for 
all of us to do. 

One of the worstdecisions o.ur children can make is to gamble their lives and 
futures on drugs: Our government is helping parents confront this problem, with 

aggressive education, treatment, and law enforce1nent. Drug use in high s.chdol 
has declined by 11 percent over the past two years. Four hundred thousand fewer 
young people are using illegal drugs than in the year 2001. In my budget, I have 
proposed new funding to continue our aggressive, communitycbased strategy to 

· reduce demand for illegal drugs. Drug testing it1 our schools has proven to be an 
effective part of this effort. So tonight I propose an additional 23 million dollars 
for schools that want to use drug testing as <l tool to.save children's lives. The aim 
here is not to punish children, but to send them this message: We love you, and 

we don't want to kise you. . . 
To help children make right choices, they need good examples. Athleti.cs 

play such an important role in our society, but, unfortunately~ some in profession­
al sports are not setting much of an example. The use of performance-enhanCing 

drugs like steroids in baseball, football, and other sports .is dangerous, and it sends 
the wrong message - that there are shortcuts to accomplishment, and that per­
formance is more important than character: So tonight I call on. team owners, 

union representatives, coaches, and players to take the lead, to send the right sig" 
nal, to get tough, and to get rid of steroids now. 

To encourage right choices, we must be willing to confront the dangers 
young people face - even when they are difficult to talk about: Each year, about 

.Jhree mil.lion teenagers contract sexually transmitted .diseases that can harm 
them, or kill them, orprevent them.from ever becoming parents. In my budget, 
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I propose a grassroots campaign to help inform families about these medical 
risks. We will double Federal funding for abstinence programs, so schook can 
teach this fact of life: Abstinence for young peopleis the only certain way to 
avoid sexually transmitted diseases. Decisions children make now can affect 
their health and characterforthe rest of their lives. All of us - parents, schools, 
government- must work together to counter the negative influence of the cul-. 
ture, and to send the right messages to our children. 

A strong America must also value the institution ofmarriage. l believe we 
should respect individuals as we take a prinCipled stand for one of the most fun­
damental, enduring institutions of our civilization. Congress has. already taken a 
stand on this issue by pas~ing the Defense of Marriage Act, signed in 1996. by 
President Clinton. That statute protects rt1arriage under Federal law as the union 
of a man and a woman, and declares that one state·may not redefine mar~iag~for 
other states. Activist judges, however, have begun n:defining marriage by court 
order, without regard for the will of the people and their elected representatives. 
On an issue of such great consequence, thepeople's voice must be heard. If judges 
insist on forcing their arbitrary will upon the people, the only alternative left to 
the people would be the constitutional process. Our Nation must defend the 
sanctity of marriage. 

The outcome of this debate is important - a:nd so is the way we conduct it . 
. The same moral tradition thatdefinesn:iarriage also teaches that each individtial 

has dignity and value in God's sight. 
It.is also important to strengthen our communities by unleashing the com­

passion of America's teligious institutions. Religious charities ofevery creed are 
doing some of the most vital work in our country-:-- mentoring children, feeding 
the hungry, taking the hand of the lonely. Yet government has often denied social· 
service grants and contracts to these groups,justbecause they have a cross o'r Star 

·of David or crescent on the wall. ByExe~utive Order, I have opened billions of 
dollars in grant money to competition that includes faith-based charities. Tonight. 
I ask you to codify this into law, so people of faith ca:n know that the law willnever 
diserin1inate against them again. 

ln the past, we have· worked together to bring mentors to the children of 
prisoners, and provide treatment for the addicted, and help for the homeless . 

. . Tonight I ask you to consider another group of Americans in need of help. This 
year, some 600,000 inmates will be released from prison back into society. We 
know from long experience that if they can't find work, or a home, or help, they 
are much more likely to commit more crirnes and return to prison. So tonight, I· 
propose a fourcyear, 300 million dollar Prisoner Re-Entry Initiative to expand job 
traini1)g and placement services, to provide tra·nsitior}al housing, and to help 

. newly released . prisoners get mentoring, including from faith-based groups; 
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. .. . America is ~he land of the second chance - a'nd when the gat~s of the prison. qpen, 
the path ahead should lead toa better life, 

For all Americans, the fast three years have brought tests we did riot ask for, : 
· arid achievements shared by all. By our actions, we have shown what kind of 
Nation we ~re: In grief, we found the grate to go on; I11 challenge, we rediscov- . 
ered th~ courage and daring ofafree people_; ln vietoty, we have sho\'Vn the nobl~ 
aims and good heart of America. j\nd having tome this far, we sen&.e that we Ii~~ . 
ih.atime set apart · . . .. 

· I have been a witness to the character of th.e American people, who h~ye . 
shown.calm iri times ofdanget, compassion for one another, and toughness for · 

. the long haul. All of us have b~en partners in a great enterprise .. And even some 
ot the .youngest understand that we are living in historiC times. Last month a giri 
in Lincoln, Rhode Island, sent me a letter. ·It bega~, "De.ar George W. Bush.". "If 
ther~ is anything you kllow, I Ashley Pearson age l 0 ~an dd to help any~ne, please : 
send me a Jetter and tell me what I cari do tO save our country." She added this '. 
1\s.:. "tf you can send a.letter to the troops ... please put, 'Ashley Pearson beljeves 

in you:" . . . . . . 
Tonight, Ashley, your message to our troops has just been conveyed. A1~d · 

. yes, you have some duties yourself. Study hard in school, liste~ to your mom ~~d 
. dad, help someone in need, and when you arid yo~r friends see a mari or ""o.inan . 
in .uniform,sa}' "thank you.'' And while you do your part, all .ofus here .in this 
great charriher ~vm do our best to keep you and the rest of .America safe_ and free' . 

. . ..• My follow citizens, we now move forward, with confidence and faith .. Our 
.. ::Nation is strong and steadfast. The cause we sei·ve is right, bec~use it is the cause . 
. . of all n1ankind. The niomentum of freedom in our world is urimistakable .:.. and•. 

it is not c_arrie<l forward by o{u power (!'lone. we can trust in .that greater r6wer 
. Who guides the unfolding of the years; And in all thaUsto come, we can know 
that His purposes are just and true. 

':May God bless the United States of America;' 
Thank you. 
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